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Just a few short
weeks ago many be-
lieved all four Hendrick
Motorsports cars could
qualify for the Champi-
onship Round of the
Playoffs. Then some-
thing changed. The
Playoffs started.

A team that could-
nʼt be beaten for most
of the summer sud-
denly finds itself in
trouble of losing half of
its roster after just one
round. At the same

time, a team that hadnʼt won since
early May clearly saved its
best for when it counted
most.

Martin Truex Jr. won Sat-
urday night at the Rich-
mond International
Raceway. Six nights early,
Denny Hamlin won at the
Darlington Raceway. Just
like that, Joe Gibbs Racing
is two-for-two in the post-
season.

And Hendrick is in trouble.
William Byron and Alex Bowman

need big rallies this Saturday night
at the Bristol Motor Speedway to
survive the first-round cut. Better
yet, they probably will need a win if
they expect to be around after
Round 2. 

Before the playoffs, Bowman
said he fully expected all four Hen-
drick cars to make the final cut.

“Weʼve worked really well to-
gether all year. The four of us all
get along really great. I donʼt see
that changing,” he said ahead of
the Darlington race. “The four of us
have raced each other really hard,

but weʼve all been clean. The crew
chiefs are getting along well. The
teams are working well together.
Yeah, weʼre going to be racing
each other for the championship.
But weʼre going to continue to work
well together.”

Now heʼs fighting for his playoff
life.

“Yeah, itʼs a bummer. It puts us
in a really tough spot,” Bowman
said. “But when you have these
three-round deals, thatʼs what hap-
pens.”

Byron understands the immedi-
acy of his situation, too.

“Just try to race hard and see if
we can win it. Thatʼs
pretty much what we
probably have to do,” he
said. “Bristol is an OK
track for me. I feel like
weʼll have a much better
car there. We just have to
get there and race as
hard as we can.”

Gibbsʼ team, on
the other hand, can con-
tinue their game plan of

using the season as a dress re-
hearsal for three rounds of elimina-
tions and a final winner-take-all
finale at Phoenix.

“I think this summer, weʼve been
through a lot together and itʼs
toughened our edges up a little bit
I think,” Truex said. “We kind of
went through that like it wasnʼt any-
thing.”

Hamlin put it in simpler terms:
“Well, itʼs go time now.”

Not only did Truex win at Rich-
mond, but Hamlin also was closing
fast to finish second, while Christo-
pher Bell, another JGR soldier, was
third.

The last time Truex won was on
May 9. Hamlin was winless going
into Darlington. Truex started the
Richmond race with a penalty for
jumping the start. Yet he came
back to lead 80 laps, including the
final 51. In all, the JGR cars com-
bined to lead 326 of 400 laps.

“Yeah, it's been a while,” Truex
said. “We talked last week about
how much speed we've had in
these things and just thanks to all
my guys. [The penalty] was frus-
trating; I'm not going to lie. But I
knew we'd have a good enough car
to overcome it. It felt pretty good
the first couple laps. Just one of
those things; you've got to put it out
of your mind and you've got to go
race, and we knew there was a lot
on the line tonight. Very happy to
get to do this and go to Bristol with-
out any worries next week is al-
ways fun.

And another chance to fine-tune
instead of pressing.

“Yeah, I mean, I think obviously
all of our Joe Gibbs Racing cars
were extremely fast, so hats off to
everyone back there at the job,
Toyota, TRD that gives us the re-
sources that we need to come out
here and do good,” Bell said. “We
knew going into Richmond that this
is one of our better racetracks, so
we needed to capitalize on that and
get all the points we could.”

Kyle Larsonʼs series-best five
wins assure Hendrick of having a
car in the second round. Chase El-
liott will likely advance as well – as
long as he doesnʼt suffer any seri-
ous problems early in the race.

On the flip side, all four JGR
cars seem to be in good shape to
make the Round of 12. Like Elliott,
Kyle Busch only needs to avoid
early calamity to move on – and
continue Gibbsʼ Playoff roll.

Fa
st

 Fo
ru

m

DON COBLE

It is Go Time, Now!

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2 World of Outlaws 8-9
NASCAR Cup Series 3 ASCS 10-11
NASCAR Xfinity Series 4 Circuit of Champions 12-13
NASCAR Touring 6-7 DirtCar 14-16

OnTrack 17-22
ShorTrack 23-29

ON THE COVER:
TRUEX, JR. - SEAN GARDNER/GETTY IMAGES
#19 WINNING - JARED TILTON/GETTY IMAGES

RACING TO THE CHAMPIONSHIPS
FasTrack is available online only. We are covering all the racing se-

ries, off track news and other features that you have grown to love. 
2020 racing season is over and champions have been crowned. Fas-

Track will have another issue in December and be back in 2021. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online for

FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@ yahoo.com with
the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of
FasTrack Racing Journal, current and past from our website.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook and
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

Kyle Larson and
his Hendrick
Motorsports team
are working hard
to put another
check in the win
column for 2021.
(NIGEL KIN-
RADE/NKP
photo)



Martin Truex Jr.
received a penalty on
the opening lap of the
race for crossing the
start/finish line in front
of polesitter Denny
Hamlin at the green
flag. But 400 laps later
Truex led the field
across the line again –
this time as the race

winner of Saturday nightʼs Feder-
ated Auto Parts 400 Salute to First
Responders at Richmond (Va.)
Raceway.

The convincing 1.317-second
margin of victory over his Joe
Gibbs Racing teammates Hamlin
and Christopher Bell marked
Truexʼs third win in the last five
races at Richmond, his fourth win
of the 2021 season and, most im-
portantly, gave him that coveted
automatic bid into the next round of
the NASCAR Cup Series Playoffs. 

Truex joins Hamlin, who won
last weekʼs Playoff opener at Dar-
lington, S.C. and Regular Season
Champion Kyle Larson, who fin-
ished sixth on Saturday, as the only
three drivers to have officially se-
cured positions in the Playoffsʼ
Round of 12 that begins in two
weeks at Las Vegas.

The first thing Truex did after
climbing out of his winning No. 19
Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota was ac-
knowledge the importance of the
September 11 date to our country
and thank the fans for showing
their support on the solemn an-
niversary and for their patriotic sup-
port of the sport of NASCAR.

As for his early setback, “That
was frustrating, Iʼm not going to lie,"

Truex said of the race start. “But I
knew we had a good enough car to
overcome it. Just one of those
things you have to put out of your
mind and go race. A lot on the line
tonight.

“But going to Bristol (Tenn.) next
week without any worries is always
fun," he added with a smile.

Truex, who led a total of 80 laps,
took the lead for good – pacing the
field for the final 51 laps - following
a series of green flag pit stops in
the final portion of the race. Just
prior to the pit sequence, another
JGR teammate, Kyle Busch, had
positioned himself to be a factor at
the checkered flag. Instead, Busch
received his second pit road
penalty of the night – a speeding vi-
olation during his green flag stop
with 55 laps remaining. At the time,
it dropped him to 10th place, the
last car on the lead lap after he had
been out front for 39 laps just prior
to the green flag stops. He ulti-
mately finished ninth.

Last weekʼs winner Hamlin had
been the strong car early, leading
100 of the opening 152 laps and a
race best 197 on the night, winning
both Stages. But the pit road se-
quence, lapped traffic and an
awakened Truex forced Hamlin to
play catch-up in the end.

“The whole JGR team had fast
cars for all of us today. I really wish
we had gotten two in a row, but re-
gardless still a great day for the
team," Hamlin said.

Unlike last weekʼs Playoff
opener at Darlington, when several
of the 16 Playoff cars suffered set-
backs and disappointing finishes,
Saturday night those cars re-

minded why they are in position to
challenge for a championship. Thir-
teen of the top 15 cars were driven
by Playoff drivers.

Reigning NASCAR Cup Series
champion Chase Elliott finished
fourth in a Hendrick Chevrolet and
Team Penskeʼs Joey Logano was
fifth in a Ford. Larson finished sixth,
followed by the only non-Playoff
driver among the top 10, Ross
Chastain.

Stewart-Haas Racing's driver
Kevin Harvick, Kyle Busch and
Team Penskeʼs Ryan Blaney
rounded out the top 10. 

Playoff drivers Alex Bowman,
Brad Keselowski, Aric Almirola and
Tyler Reddick finished 12th-15th.
William Byron (19th), Michael Mc-
Dowell (28th) and Kurt Busch
(37th) rounded out the Playoff fin-
ishers.

Busch, who led laps early, suf-
fered a tire problem that sent his
No. 1 Chip Ganassi Racing
Chevrolet hard into the Turn 1 wall
only 40 laps into the race.

“Something happened with that
left rear, it let go," said Busch, who

was running in the top-five at the
time of his accident. “It let go of our
points and it let go of our whole
season right now. I donʼt know what
weʼre going to have to do at Bristol
other than win."

Despite the tough luck, Busch
heads into Saturday nightʼs Playoff
Round of 16 finale at Bristol (Tenn.)
Motor Speedway in a mathematical
tie with Bowman for the 12th Play-
off position – and last transfer posi-
tion.

Reddick (-5), Byron (-18), Day-
tona 500 winner McDowell (-38)
are currently outside the top-12,
with four of the 16 cars eliminated
from the Playoffs following Bristolʼs
Bass Pro Shops Night Race (7:30
p.m. ET on NBCSN, PRN and Sir-
iusXM NASCAR Radio).

Harvick is the defending winner
of the Bristol Playoff race. Joey
Logano won the 2021 race at the
Bristol trackʼs inaugural dirt race in
March. 

Kurt Busch has six previous
wins at Bristol and his younger
brother Kyle is the winningest ac-
tive driver with eight victories.
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es Martin Truex Jr. Wins
Playoff Race at

Richmond Raceway

Martin Truex Jr. holds the state of Virginia above his head after
winning the Federated Auto Parts 400 at Richmond Raceway, earn-
ing him a position in the next playoff round. (NIGEL KINRADE
PHOTOGRAPHY photo)

Martin Truex Jr. (19_ pulls away from the field and was not equaled
for the rest of the race. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



Noah Gragson led
the final 14 laps –
holding off the field on
a pair of late race
restarts- in Saturdayʼ
Go Bowling 250
NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries race at Richmond
(Va.) Raceway to earn

his second win in as many weeks -
celebrating the moment by wrap-
ping himself in an American flag
then climbing the front grandstand
fence to a cheering crowd.

Gragson, 23, was only three
years old when the Sept. 11, 2001
terrorist attacks occurred, but the
Las Vegas native was clearly
moved by the opportunity to ac-
knowledge the powerful day in
American history. And important
day in his career.

His .381-second win in the No. 9
JR Motorsports Chevrolet over a
hard-charging Kaulig Racingʼs
Justin Haley gives him a two-race
winning streak heading into next
weekʼs regular season finale at
Bristol (Tenn.) Motor Speedway,
where the 12-driver Playoff field will
be set.

“I knew they [Haley] had tires,
but the thing that really kept us
alive were those two cautions at
the end," said Gragson, who now
has four career Xfinity Series wins.

“But todayʼs not about this team
or this win, itʼs about everyone who
lost their lives 20 years ago. 

“We have a lot of heavy hearts
and at least in America we can
come together on this day and ap-
preciate all you race fans for com-
ing out.

“Itʼs an emotional day. Itʼs a spe-
cial day. But itʼs not about us

today."
NASCAR Camping World Truck

Series championship competitor
John Hunter Nemechek finished
third with Gragsonʼs JRM team-
mate Justin Allgaier rallying from an
early race mechanical issue to fin-
ish fourth, followed by Stewart-
Haas Racingʼs Riley Herbst.

Joe Gibbs Racing teammates
Daniel Hemric and 18-year-old Ty
Gibbs were sixth and seventh.
Gibbs led a race best 67 of the 250
laps and won Stage 2.

Brandon Brown, Harrison Burton
and Jeb Burton rounded out the top
10.

NASCAR Hall of Fame driver
Dale Earnhardt Jr., a four-time win-
ner of this race, finished 14th in his
only NASCAR start of the season.
He was running among the top-10
but was called for a pit road speed-
ing penalty on a late race pit stop.
He still got to celebrate in Victory
Lane, however, as one of Grag-

sonʼs team owners.
“They race hard there in the mid-

dle of the pack, especially around
me, but it was fun," said Earnhardt,
who also noted, “Helps me remem-
ber some of the things that make
me a better broadcaster.” 

Earnhardt, the sportʼs 15-time
Most Popular Driver, is an NBC
Sports announcer and moved from
pit lane to the announcers booth for
the NASCAR Cup Series race later
Saturday night at the Richmond
three-quarter mile track.

Kaulig Racingʼs A.J. All-
mendinger and Team Penskeʼs
Austin Cindric were separated by a

single-point in the regular season
championship entering the race,
and Allmendinger extended his
points lead to five points with a
Stage 1 win and an 18th-place fin-
ish. Cindric finished 16th. 

Nine drivers have now officially
clinched a Playoff position, includ-
ing Cindric, Allmendinger, Gragson,

Allgaier, Haley, Harrison Burton,
Daniel Hemric, Myatt Snider, and
Harrison Burton.

Herbst currently holds 12th posi-
tion in the NASCAR Xfinity Series
driver standings, the final Playoff
transfer position, with a 66-point
edge on JR Motorsports' driver
Michael Annett, who had been
among the Playoff 12 before miss-
ing four races with an injury.

The Xfinity regular season
wraps up with next Fridayʼs Food
City 300 (7:30 p.m. ET on NBCSN,
PRN and SiriusXM NASCAR
Radio) on the high-banked Bristol
Motor Speedway half-miler.
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s Noah Gragson Holds
Off Justin Haley to Win
Xfinity Series Race at

Richmond

Repeating his victory from last week, Noah Gragson waves his American flag in Richmondʼs victory
lane. (SEAN GARDNER/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Noah Gragson (9) leads the field on the way to the checkered flag. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)





RICHMOND, VA -
In the NASCAR Whe-
len Modified Tourʼs re-
turn to Richmond
Raceway, Ryan
Preece dominated,
leading 98 of 156 laps
and surviving multiple
late-race restarts to
win his third consecu-
tive race over a three-
month stretch and first
at “The Action Track.”

“Usually you really donʼt want
late-race restarts, but I knew I had
a really good car,” Preece said.
“And I knew from the first restart we
had that my car was gonna take off.
I was good on the short run and
good on the long run. It all worked
out.”

While multiple big names and
championship contenders ran into
issues behind him, Preece made
staying up front a point of empha-
sis, understanding the effect clean
air has on a car at the 0.75-mile
track, regardless of vehicle.

“Clean air was something I
wanted,” he said. “Funny to say in a
modified, but it matters. I knew the
deeper you get into the pack, the
less your car is going to do what
you want it to do. Ultimately, Iʼm
pretty happy we controlled the race
and we had a fast race car.”

His wins at Richmond, Stafford
and New Hampshire mark the
fourth season in the Berlin, Con-
necticut, nativeʼs career he has
won three or more races on the
Modified Tour. This is Preeceʼs final
scheduled race of his Modified Tour
season.

Earning his best finish of the
season in the runner-up spot was
Jon McKennedy. Following back-
to-back 16th-place finishes at
Beech Ridge and Oswego, the
Tommy Baldwin-led group gained a
total of 18 positions on the evening
after starting back in 20th.

Ronnie Williams brought his No.
50 machine home third after lead-
ing three times for a total of 34 laps,
the best finish of his career, with
Cup Series veteran Ryan Newman
and six-time series champion Doug
Coby rounding out the top five fin-
ishers. Kyle Bonsignore, Austin
Beers, Andy Jankowiak, Burt Myers
and Woody Pitkat completed the
top 10.

Notably absent from the front all
night long were the three champi-
onship contenders: Justin Bon-

signore, Patrick Emerling and Ron
Silk.

Around Lap 40, Emerlingʼs No.
07 began smoking on track. Shortly
thereafter, he brought it to the
garage for service and a rear end
issue was diagnosed. A handful of
laps later, points leader and cham-
pionship rival Bonsignore suffered
a similar issue and brought his No.
51 behind the wall. The two teams
worked feverishly to get back on
track, only a few yards from each
other.

Both Bonsignore and Emerling
were able to get back on track, but
returned to the garage mere laps
later, ending their nights early. They
finished 24th and 25th, respec-
tively.

Their trouble meant Ron Silk,
winner of the last two races on the
tour, had an opportunity to pounce.
But the No. 85 struggled most of
the night and ultimately was in-
volved in a crash of his own, lead-
ing to the eventual overtime finish.

With two races to go in the sea-
son, Bonsignoreʼs lead over Emer-
ling in the standings is at 22 points.
Up next for the Whelen Modified
Tour is a trip to Riverhead Raceway
on Sept. 18. Doug Coby earned
both wins earlier this season, with
Justin Bonsignore winning the four
prior in a row (eight overall).

Taylor Gray Credited
with Win at Portland

After Penalties Issued
to Jake Drew,

Eric Nascimento
PORTLAND, OR - Taylor Gray

won Saturday nightʼs Portland 112

at Portland International Raceway,
a victory that marked the 16-year-
oldʼs second win in the ARCA
Menards Series West dating back
to last season.

He did so despite crossing the
finish line third.

Jake Drew, the Sunrise Ford
Racing rookie who qualified on the
General Tire Pole on Saturday af-
ternoon, crossed the finish line first
after a last-lap restart on the 12-
turn, 1.967-mile road course. An-
other rookie, Eric Nascimento,
crossed the finish line second
ahead of Gray.

But both Drew and Nascimento
were penalized by ARCA officials
for their missing Turn 2 on the final
restart. As a result, Gray was cred-
ited with his first victory of the 2021
season.

On the last-lap restart following
a caution with five laps to go, Gray,
having taken the green flag in third
behind Drew, appeared to make
contact with the No. 9 Sunrise
Ford/Lucas Oil/Stilo USA/Offset
Ford going into Turn 1.

However, ARCA officials deter-
mined Drew still missed Turn 2, as
did Nascimento.

Thinking he had won his first
ARCA Menards race, Drew sat at
the start/finish line until the call was
made. The checkered flag instead
was handed to Gray several min-
utes after he had parked his No. 17
Ripper Coffee Ford on pit road.

Drew, who led the most laps
Saturday after topping the charts in
both practice sessions Friday
ahead of his winning the General
Tire Pole Award at Portland, was
credited with a 10th-place finish.

Nascimento finished behind him
in 11th.

P.J. Pedroncelli, the 31-year-old
who is racing full-time in the West
Series this season in his family-
owned No. 33 Toyota, set a new
career best with his second-place
finish at Portland. His previous ca-
reer-best finish was third, at
Sonoma Raceway (his home track)
and at Californiaʼs Irwindale
Speedway, both this season.

Jesse Love, the 16-year-old de-
fending West Series champion and
the points leader through six of nine
events in 2021, finished third after
the last-lap chaos. The result
leaves Love with a 19-point advan-
tage over second-place Drew in the
championship standings with three
West Series races remaining.

Joey Iest finished fourth at Port-
land ahead of Takuma Koga, who
picked up his second top-five finish
in 87 West Series races dating
back to 2002.

Tim Spurgeon, Trevor Huddle-
ston, Stafford Smith, Paul Pedron-
celli and Drew rounded out the top
10.

Despite his involvement in an
accident on Lap 13, Drew had
driven back to the lead by the time
Lap 39 arrived. He held that spot
until it was taken from him via
ARCAʼs post-race decision.

Saturdayʼs Portland 112, the
West Seriesʼ first event at Portland 

(Continued Next Page)
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Return to Richmond

Ryan Preece raced his way to victory lane for the third time in as
many starts at Richmond Raceway with the NASCAR Whelen Mod-
ified Tour. (Ryan M. Kelly photo)

Taylor Gray was credited with the win at Portland International
Raceway after penalities were issued for Jake Drew and Eric
Nascimento. (ARCA photo)



SALEM, IN - But-
ler, Indiana teenager
Tanner Jack currently
leads the Senneker
Performance Rookie
of the Year Award
Points with the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Presented by
Chevrolet Perform-
ance heading into the

series final two events of the 2021
season. The 2020 Voreʼs Welding
CRA Late Model Sportsman
Rookie of the Year is also one of
the five series drivers in the 2021
Chase for the Championship,
which will be cut to four drivers after
the series Fall Brawl event at Lucas
Oil Raceway on October 2nd. The
final four Chase for the Champi-
onship drivers will compete in the
series Season Championship
event at Winchester Speedway on
October 15th, with the highest fin-
isher of the four being crowned the
2021 series Champion. 

The highest finishing registered
rookie driver at the end of the sea-
son in Senneker Performance
Rookie of the Year points with the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour will be
awarded the Senneker Perform-
ance Rookie of the Year award.
That racer will receive a $500 cash
award and a $500 Product Certifi-
cate from Senneker Performance.
Senneker Performance will also
provide a $200 Product Certificate
to the runner up in Rookie of the
Year points and a $100 Product
Certificate to the third-place finisher
in final Rookie of the Year points.

The drivers in the Senneker Per-
formance Rookie of the Year points
get to drop their worse two finishes
during the 2021 season for the final
Rookie of the Year pointʼs total.

Jack has built his lead with con-
sistent top ten finishes in 2021.
Jack has six top ten finishes in the
series seven events to date in
2021. Jackʼs best finish to date was
a fifth-place finish at the Kil-Kare
Raceway event in June against a
tough group of local drivers, he also
has two eighth place finishes, two
ninth place finishes and one 10th
place finish with only one DNF so
far this season. Jack has been the
Senneker Performance Rookie of
the Race Award winner a series
leading four times so far this sea-
son. 

Andrew Scheid is currently sec-
ond in the Senneker Performance
Rookie of the Year Award Points to
date. Scheid had a terrible streak of
bad luck that included four straight
DNFʼs to start the season. After the
team sat out the Masters of the
Pros event in July, they came back
with a purpose to turn their season
around in the second half of the
season and they have accom-
plished that and more. Scheid got
a series high finish of fifth at the
Birch Run Speedway event on July
31st. Scheid followed that up with
a third-place overall finish in the
Battle at Berlin 150 at Berlin Race-
way on August 21st, running in the
top of the field throughout the event
and finished second with the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour cars in
that event by just a few feet to se-

ries all-time wins leader Brian
Campbell.  Scheid was the Sen-
neker Performance Rookie of the
Race Award at Birch Run and
Berlin. Scheid is also one of the five
series drivers in the 2021 Chase for
the Championship

Jack and Scheid will battle over
the series' last two events for the
coveted Senneker Performance
Rookie of the Year Award, which
could go down to the last lap of the
Season Championship event at
Winchester. Indiana racer Brian
Demland is currently third in Sen-
neker Performance Rookie of the
Year Award, unfortunately his 2021
season ended at Berlin after suffer-
ing engine failure. 

More information on the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Presented by
Chevrolet Performance is available
at www.cra-racing.com.

John VanDoorn Leads
Outerwears Crew
Chief of theYear

Points
SALEM, IN - Outerwears Per-

formance Products is once again
sponsoring the Outerwears Crew
Chief of the Year Award with the
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS during its 2021 25th An-
niversary Season Presented by
Team Construction. The award will
include a $1000 cash bonus and a
trophy. Jeff Lane was the Outer-
wears Crew Chief of the Year
Award winner in 2015, the first sea-
son for the award. Scott Neal was
the award winner in 2016, Butch
VanDoorn the winner in 2017, Wim-
mer Motorsports, Crew Chief for
2018 series Champion Josh Brock,
won the award in 2018 and 2019.
In 2020 there was the first ever split
award with Willie Allen Crew Chief
for 2016 series Champion Cody
Coughlin and Jimmy Tucker, Crew
Chief for Michael Simko splitting
the award. 

The award is based upon the
Chase for the Championship for-
mat that CRA is using to determine
its Champions again in 2021. The
final three scheduled races are
being utilized for the Chase to de-
termine a series Champion and the
Outerwears Crew Chief of the Year
Award. There were six teams eligi-
ble for the ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Chase for the Championship at
the first Chase event at Berlin
Raceway on August 21st, but only
four teams are eligible for the Out-
erwears Crew Chief of the Year
Award after that event. 

The top four eligible teams Crew
Chiefs will be awarded points at
each of the three Chase events,
five for the highest finisher, down to
one for fifth highest. The Crew
Chief earning the most points in the
three Chase events will be the
2021 Outerwears Crew Chief of the
Year Award winner.

After the first Chase for the
Championship event at Berlin
Raceway on August 21st, John
VanDoorn, Crew Chief for Battle at
Berlin 150 winner Kyle Crump, is
leading the Outerwears Crew Chief
of the Year Award standings with
five points. 2021 is the first time
that Crump has been in the series
Chase for the Championship. 

Eric Hagen, Crew Chief for first
time series Chase competitor
Scotty Tomasik, is in second with
four points. Kevin Hamlin, Crew
Chief for Coughlin, is in third place
with three points. Brent Jack, Crew
Chief for son Hunter Jack, the 2021
series Regular Season Champion,
is in fourth place with two points. 

The series next event will be the
Central Transport Glass City 200 at
Toledo Speedway on Saturday,
September 18th, race two of the
Chase for the Championship. The
series Season Championship
event will be the 50th Lucas Oil
Winchester 400 on October 17th at
Winchester Speedway.Continued…

International Raceway
since 2012 and the se-
riesʼ sixth race at the
venue overall, fea-
tured seven cautions
for 21 laps.

Gray was the sub-
ject of one of those
yellow flags. Leading a
restart on Lap 34, he
got turned in Turn 2.
Gray lost a lap as a re-
sult of the incident, but
he earned the free
pass to get back on
the lead lap when the
next yellow flag waved

on Lap 43.

Gray slowly drove back to the
front of the field to put himself in po-
sition for a chance to win on the
final restart. Of course, the victory
did not arrive in the manner by
which he might have intended.

The ARCA Menards Series
West will return to action Thursday,
Sept. 23, for the Star Nursery 150
at the Bullring at Las Vegas Motor
Speedway.

The seventh race of the 2021
season will be shown live on NBC
Sports Goldʼs TrackPass starting at
7 p.m. PT / 10 p.m. ET.

A replay of the Portland 112 at
Portland International Raceway will
broadcast on NBCSN on Saturday,
Sept. 18, starting at 9 p.m. PT / 12
a.m. ET.
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Performance Rookie of the

Year Award Points with
Two Events Left



Saturdayʼs 67th
Gold Cup Race of
Champions had just a
little bit of everything
at Silver Dollar Speed-
way.

The intensity was
overwhelming; the
vengeance tasted
sweet; the heartbreak
felt sour; the elation
was pure.

A 40-lapper with
four different leaders
saw the pace transi-

tion from superstar polesitter Kasey
Kahne to teenage sensation Tan-
ner Carrick to reigning champion
Brad Sweet to redemption-driven
Logan Schuchart.

In the end, the hardware went to
the Hanover Gang as Schuchart
used a little bit of luck to get the
lead and then a whole lot of deter-
mination to fend off Sweetʼs late-
race efforts at the Chico, CA
1/4-mile bullring.

Saturdayʼs score marked the
fifth of 2021 for the Shark Racing,
Drydene Performance Products
#1S, and officially made Schuchart
the 21st winningest driver (28 ca-
reer wins) in World of Outlaws NOS
Energy Drink Sprint Car Series his-
tory.

“Itʼs pretty awesome to win such
a prestigious race like this in Cali-
fornia,” Schuchart said to a nearly
sold-out crowd. “Being a Pennsyl-
vania boy growing up out there
weʼre not used to this kind of stuff,
but itʼs something Iʼve grown ac-
customed to being on the road and
all these different tracks. Itʼs awe-
some to get back up here in victory
lane.”

For Schuchart, his Gold Cup vic-
tory is even sweeter considering
the preliminary fireworks. He failed
to complete a single lap in Fridayʼs
Feature following contact with fel-
low full-time Outlaw Brad Sweet,
which resulted in a brief post-race
altercation. Only 24 hours later and
the duo was exchanging sliders for
the win.

“Sometimes I wish it was like the
NHL and theyʼd just put us on the
front stretch,” Schuchart spoke
openly. “Iʼm happy we got this win
the right way, though. Didnʼt do
anything dumb or put ourselves in
a bad spot, we just raced hard the
way itʼs supposed to be. Winning is
the best form of payback.”

Kasey Kahne of Enumclaw, WA,
and Tanner Carrick of Lincoln, CA
owned the spotlight first, though.

Both drivers in pursuit of their first-
career World of Outlaws win led
laps and Carrick specifically was in
a position to stun the Outlaws at
one of his home tracks.

In only his third career World of
Outlaws start, the 19-year-old
drove by Kahne to lead Lap 9 and
was more than ready for a chal-
lenge when Sweet passed him on
Lap 21. He promptly got up on the
wheel and slid right back by the
reigning champion and continued
to lead four more circuits until dis-
aster struck.

With his tail tank rattling loose
and falling off the #83T, Carrick was
sent to the work area on Lap 26
and had his chances at a monu-
mental victory ripped away in a
devastating fashion.

Schuchart was gifted the lead
and proceeded to go slider-for-
slider with Sweet until he estab-
lished command with ten to go. The
duo ran through lap traffic down the
stretch and it came down to a last-
lap bonzai into turn one, which fell
just short for Sweet and gave
Schuchart a 0.954-second margin
of victory.

Capitalizing on Sweetʼs hail
mary attempt, James McFadden
slid by his Kasey Kahne Racing
teammate on the final lap to give
the Karavan Trailers #9 a second-
place finish.

“That was fun,” McFadden excit-
edly said. “You have to be commit-
ted to the top, but there are
monster holes and big ledges out
here, so itʼs a bit sketchy and I like
that. Iʼve watched this place a ton
and played it on the video game, so
itʼs cool to finally be here and run
well. Weʼve got a lot of confidence
in this team lately.”

For Brad Sweet, who hails from
nearby Grass Valley, his wait for
the elusive Gold Cup will have to
wait another year.

“I think both nights we were just
one corner away from winning,”
Sweet said. “Thatʼs on me. I need
to step up and make some better
moves. That was good, hard rac-
ing, though, and Iʼm sure the fans
were excited. I hated giving up sec-
ond on the last lap, so thatʼs a bit
disappointing. One of these years
Iʼll get a Gold Cup.”

Rounding out the top-five on
Saturday night was 10-time cham-
pion Donny Schatz in the Tony
Stewart/Curb-Agajanian Racing
#15 and early leader Kasey Kahne
in the Roth Motorsports #83.

Closing out the top-10 in the
67th running of the Gold Cup was
Foresthill, CAʼs Ryan Robinson
with a career-best sixth, Jason
Johnson Racing pilot Carson
Macedo in seventh, former Outlaw
winner Kyle Hirst in eighth, Sheldon
Haudenschild in ninth aboard the
NOS Energy Drink #17, and Kraig

Kinser in the tenth spot.
UP NEXT (Sat): The World of

Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint
Car Series will conclude the west
coast swing next Saturday, Sep-
tember 18. The Greatest Show on
Dirt will compete for a $21,000 top
prize in the Tom Tarlton Classic at
Hanfordʼs Keller Auto Speedway.

David Gravel
Survives Superb
Gold Cup Prelim

The Greatest Show on Dirt didnʼt
disappoint in quickly making up for
the two-year abscence from Cali-
fornia.

Four different leaders and eight
unofficial lead changes wowed the
Silver Dollar Speedway crowd on
Friday night as the 67th running of
the Gold Cup Race of Champions
brought the World of Outlaws NOS
Energy Drink Sprint Car Series
back to town.

It was a long awaited return (728
days) for the Chico faithful, but it
was an even longer awaited victory
for David Gravel.

Specifically, it took eight years,
17 races, and 530 laps for the Wa-
tertown, CT native to break through
at the 1/4-mile bullring and claim
his first-career win at Silver Dollar
Speedway. In the grand scheme of
things, it marked nine wins in 2021
for the Big Game Motorsports #2
and gave Gravel 67 career wins
with the Series, which moves him
into 13th on the All-Time Wins List.

To get the job done, Gravel had
to outlast Colby Copeland, Sheldon
Haudenschild, and Brad Sweet
through an intense four-war war for
the top spot. He became the fourth
and final leader on Lap 17, then
survived lap traffic and the final
restart to score the victory by 

(Continued Next Page)
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Logan Schuchart Savors
Prestigious Gold Cup Title

Logan Schuchart celebrates atop his car in victory lane after win-
ning the 67th Gold Cup Race of Champions at Silver Dollar Speed-
way. (Trent Gower photo)

David Gravel raced his way to the Gold Cup prelim win Friday
night at Silver Dollar Speedway. (Trent Gower photo)
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1.202-seconds.
“Man, Iʼve been

coming here for a long
time,” Gravel said on
his Silver Dollar his-
tory. “Iʼve always
struggled to qualify
well here, but we
timed in good tonight
and that put us in a
solid position. Weʼre
constantly learning, I
mean this is still our
first year together. I
think weʼre really
growing and everyone
is meshing between

Tod [Quiring], Cody [Jacobs], Trey
[Bowman], and Scott [Vogelson].
Feels great to finally get a win here,
especially in such an exciting race.”

Before Gravelʼs glory, the spot-
light was shined brightly on Colby
Copeland of Roseville, CA. The 29-
year-old, in his 17th World of Out-
laws start, earned the pole position
and put the country on upset alert
as he eyed his first-career victory.

Copeland shot to the lead of the
35-lapper and controlled the open-
ing 10 laps aboard the Laramie
#16A. However, intense traffic cre-
ated chaos and allowed outside
polesitter Sheldon Haudenschild to
close and eventually put the NOS
Energy Drink #17 to the point on
Lap 11.

Haudenschildʼs reign was short-
lived as he, Copeland and Brad
Sweet took each other three-wide

the next time by. Copeland slid
through the middle across Hauden-
schildʼs nose and Sweet capital-
ized, nailing the bottom and rolling
on past to lead Lap 12.

Sweetʼs shot at the top lasted
two whole laps before Copeland
built his momentum and whipped
back by on the cushion. He would
lead another three circuits before
fifth-starting Gravel appeared from
nowhere and drove by them all on
the low line as Lap 17 clicked off.

The remains of lap traffic and the
final restart with eight laps to go
tried to derail Gravel, but he was
not to be denied as he drove away
with his first-career Silver Dollar tri-
umph to kick off the Gold Cup.

“Tomorrow being 40 laps is
pretty close to tonightʼs length,”
Gravel thought on track conditions.
“I really hope they can give us the
same surface, it was awesome. I
think in open track the top was bet-
ter, but traffic was crucial tonight
and I hit the bottom at the perfect
times behind those guys. Hopefully
we put on another awesome show
tomorrow night.”

Shattering his former career-
best finish (13th) with the World of
Outlaws, Rosevilleʼs Colby
Copeland crossed the line with a
second-place effort and received a
standing ovation from the Chico
crowd as the leading Californian.

“Any driver when you lead laps
you want to win, so thereʼs a bit of
disapointment there,” Copeland
noted. “But these guys are the best
of the best. Iʼm out there ripping

and they give there extra 10% and
start blowing by me. Itʼs a whole dif-
ferent pace out here. I felt like we
raced good, though. It was a lot of
fun and all I can ask for is the same
speed tomorrow night.”

Grass Valleyʼs Brad Sweet con-
tinued his consistent championship
campaign with his 31st podium fin-
ish aboard the Kasey Kahne Rac-
ing, NAPA Auto Parts #49. Heʼs
hoping that losing his streak of
Gold Cup prelim wins will transition
to finally scoring a Gold Cup title in
the finale tomorrow.

“It was a great race track tonight,
I thought,” Sweet said. “We were

just a little off with the setup, but we
have something to build on for to-
morrow. Hopefully we can come
back and get us a Gold Cup.”

Closing out the top-five on Fri-
day night was Sheldon Hauden-
schild in the fourth spot and Kraig
Kinser with his fourth top-five finish
of the year.

Rounding out the top-10 at Sil-
ver Dollar was Shark Racingʼs
Jacob Allen in sixth, Dominic Scelzi
with a season-best seventh, James
McFadden in eighth, Roth Motor-
sports pilot Kasey Kahne in ninth,
and KSE Hard Charger Carson
Macedo in 10th-from-21st.Wo
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M I D D L E -
BOURNE, WV -
Steady overnight rain
has left the grounds at
Tyler County Speed-
way heavily saturated,
making the pit area
and other parts of the
facility impassable. 

With showers
forecasted to continue
throughout the day,
Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series officials,
Hillbilly Hundred pro-

motor Carl Short, and Tyler County
Speedway officials have jointly
agreed to postpone the 53rd An-
nual Hillbilly Hundred.

The 53rd running of the Hillbilly

Hundred will now be contested on
Friday, April 8, 2022. This event will
precede an already scheduled dou-
ble header weekend at Hager-
stown Speedway on Saturday, April
9, 2022, and Port Royal Speedway
on Sunday, April 10, 2022.

Fans that have purchased a
three-day ticket, please keep those
to use on April 8, 2022. If you would
like to receive a partial refund,
please call the Tyler County Speed-
way track office at 304-771-5661.

For the latest breaking news
concerning the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series, including the lat-
est series standings, 2021 tour
schedule, driver information, and
more visit the official website
at: www.lucasdirt.com.
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Until Spring 2022 



(Image Credit: Joe
Orth)

GREENWOOD,
NE - Leading start to
finish for his first ca-
reer victory at Ne-
braskaʼs I-80
Speedway, Okla-
homa's Blake Hahn
collected Saturdayʼs
$4,000 payday in the
Caseyʼs General

Store Midwest Fall Brawl with the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by the MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network.

Hahnʼs sixth SawBlade.com A-
Feature triumph of the season, the
win was an emotional one for
Hahn, who dedicated it to his
Grandmother, as she is battling
COVID Pneumonia.

“Iʼm so thankful for everything
my Grandparents have done for
me in my life. Theyʼve supported
my racing since day one, and itʼs
tough being here with Nan fighting
COVID. This one is for her, plus my
Dad not being able to come, but the
team did a great job. The car was
perfect all night, and right now, Iʼm
just thankful to be here.”

Beating Carson McCarl to the
cushion in the first two turns with
Jake Bubak giving chase, Hahn set
his right rear inches from the wall.

Red on Lap 6 for a hard hit to the
left side of Joey Danleyʼs No. 24bh,
the drivers involved were able to
walk away. Keeping the field at bay
on the restart, Hahn steadily pulled
away before traffic came into play
just shy of the halfway point.

Having to vacate the top a few
times, Hahnʼs nearly straightaway
advantage began to shrink as Car-
son McCarl, who took second on
Lap 13, closed with Dylan West-
brook in tow. Bringing the differ-
ence to just over a second, the
caution lights lit up for Trey Gropp,
who rolled slow to the backstretch
on Lap 19.

In command once again, Hahn
pulled away as the battle behind
him began heating up.

Restarting fifth, Washingtonʼs
J.J. Hickle shot to third on the
restart and began his pursuit of
Carson McCarl. Close but nothing
happening, the two chased the No.
52 but would not deny Hahn, who
made it to the finish 1.960-seconds
ahead of McCarl. Matching his best
career finish with the Lucas Oil

American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network, Carson McCarl was fol-
lowed by Hickle to make up Satur-
dayʼs podium.

Dylan Westbrook, who suffered
an engine failure the night before,
ended up fourth, with Jake Bubak
crossing fifth. Terry McCarl sixth
was followed by Fridayʼs winner,
Scott Bogucki. Matt Covington,
Jason Martin, and Trevor Grossen-
bacher made up the top ten.

Three SCE Gaskets Heat Races
for 25 competitors went to Jake
Bubak, Terry McCarl, and Jason
Martin. The BMRS B-Feature was
topped by Shayle Bade. No one
used a provisional.

The next outing for the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network is Tuesday, September
14, at Clay County Fair Speedway
in Spencer, Iowa.

The 2021 season is the 30th
year of competition for the Lucas
Oil American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network.

For the first time, the series can
be seen live on two platforms, with
Racinboys.com on FloRacing.com
featuring National Tour events in
tandem. Both are subscription-
based sites. FloRacing.com is $20
per month, billed annually at $150
per year. Racinboys.com is $29.99
per month.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up ASCS Nation in 2021, log
onto www.ascsracing.com, follow

on Facebook, on Instagram, and
Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Stevie Sussex Earns
ASCS Desert

Non-Wing Victory at
Arizona Speedway
QUEEN CREEK, AZ - Picking

up his first win of the 2021 season,
Stevie Sussex rolled into Victory
Lane at Arizona Speedway with the
San Tan Ford ASCS Desert Non-
Wing Series.

Leading non-stop in the series
return from the summer break, the
win is the sixth time the Laveen,
Ariz. driver has topped the non-
wing series.

Chased to the line by Bruce St.
James, the “Radio Flyer” secured
second on Lap 22 and was able to
make up some ground in the clos-
ing laps but was still 1.415-seconds
trailing the No. 12 at the checkered
flag. On and off the podium a cou-

ple of times, Joshua Shipley ulti-
mately ended on the final podium
step.

From eighth, Washingtonʼs Jake
Helsel ended up fourth, with Troy
DeGaton following from 10th to
fifth.

Slipping back to sixth after start-
ing on the pole, Bryan Ledbetter, Jr.
was followed by Jonas Reynolds.
Peter Yerkovich was eighth, with
Ronald Webster and AJ Hernandez
in tenth.

The San Tan Ford ASCS Desert
Non-Wing Series is back at Arizona
Speedway on Saturday, October 2.

Nick Parker Outruns
Competition With

ASCS Southwest at
Arizona Speedway
QUEEN CREEK, AZ - Claiming

his fourth career victory with the
ASCS Southwest Region, Tucsonʼs
Nick Parker took the lead and
never looked back Saturday night
at Arizona Speedway.

Having to fend off challengers
during a mid-race caution, the No.
115 was chased by New Mexicoʼs
Wes Wofford for 20 laps. Under fire
from Colton Hardy, the No. 41
slipped into the runner-up position
for a pair of laps before being over-
taken by John Carney II. Taking
over a second off the advantage
held by Parker, time would run out
for any kind of challenge.

Winning by 1.713-seconds,
Parkerʼs win is his first of the 2021
season. Carney in second was fol-
lowed by Colton Hardy, with Wes
Wofford ending up fourth, and tak-
ing over the pointʼs lead. Following
into second in tour standings,

(Continued Next Page)
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Caseyʼs Midwest Fall Brawl
at I-80 Speedway

Blake Hahn celebrates in victory lane after winning The Caseyʼs
Midwest Fall Brawl at I-80 Speedway with the American Sprint Car
Series. (Joe Orth photo)

Stevie Sussex raced his way to victory lane at Arizona Speedway
with the ASCS Desert Non-Wing Series. (Ron Gilson photo)
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J.T. Imperial crossed
fifth.

Alex Pettas was
sixth with Eric Wilkins
in seventh. Chris Bon-
neau made up four
spots, with Logan
Calderwood and Nick
Aiuto completing the
top ten.

The ASCS South-
west Region Heat
Races paid an extra
$50 to win and was
presented by Ron
Gilson Photography
and Highline Clothing

Co. The extra cash went to Alex
Pettas, Nick Parker, and Stevie
Sussex.

Next on the 2021 lineup is Cen-
tral Arizona Speedway in Casa
Grande on Saturday, September
18.

Hagar Tops the Ralph
Henson Memorial at

I-30 Speedway
LITTLE ROCK, AR - Becoming

the only driver to win the Ralph
Henson Memorial three-time,
Derek Hagar collected Saturdayʼs
$2,246 payday aboard the DHR
Suspension No. 9jr at Little Rockʼs
I-30 Speedway.

Derekʼs 12th overall win with the
series, the late-season victory is his
first of the 2021 season with the
ASCS Mid-South Region. Last win-
ning the Ralph Henson Memorial in
2018, Derekʼs first win in the me-
morial event came in 2016.

Taking the lead from pole, Hagar
kept pace the entire 25 times
around “Hammer Hill.” Having to
protect the bottom from Jordon
Mallet in traffic on more than one
occasion, the No. 14 would end up
having to settle for second, with
Dale Howard moving up from ninth
for the final podium step. Blake
Jenkins crossed fourth with Seth
Bergman fifth.

Sixth went to Jeffrey West, Jr.

with Jeremy Middleton in seventh.
Moving forward four positions,
Howard Moore was eighth, fol-
lowed by Tim Crawley in ninth.
Racing 17th to tenth, Cody Gardner
completed the top ten.

The ASCS Mid-South Region
races next with the Lucas Oil Amer-
ican Sprint Car Series presented by
the MAVTV Motorsports Network at
the COMP Cams Short Track Na-
tionals presented by Hoosier Tire
on Friday, October 1, and Saturday,
October 2 at I-30 Speedway. More
information on the Speedway can
be found at https://www.i-30speed-
way.com or by calling (501) 455-
4567.

Scott Bogucki
Dominates The Bobby

Parker Memorial at
I-80 Speedway

GREENWOOD, NE - Having to
take some time away from the road
following a back injury during Sprint
Week competition, Scott Bogucki
has been rebuilding with regional
events over the past couple month,

and the work showed Friday night
as the SawBlade.com No. 28 led
start to finish at I-80 Speedway.

Winning every race he entered
Friday night, Bogucki is the 15th
different driver to top the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network in the tourʼs 18th appear-
ance at the Nebraska oval. Heʼs
the second Australian to do so at I-
80 Speedway, joining Ian Madsen,
who won in 2015.

“Anytime you win a Sprint Car
race, you donʼt get it handed to
you,” replied Scott when it was
mentioned that he made it look
easy.

“I canʼt thank Zach enough. I
came here all by myself, but he
texted me and made the trip down
here to help, and we hit the setup
right off the bat. We barely tuned on
it all night, and I feel like we still had

plenty left in it.
Boguckiʼs fourth SawBlade.com

A-Feature win of the season with
the Lucas Oil American Sprint Car
Series presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network, lapped traffic
did little to slow the Australian with
30 non-stop laps ending with Scott
out front by 2.085-seconds.

While the No. 28 pulled away,
the race for second was all over the
track as Jack Dover stalked Iowaʼs,
Chris Martin. Trading lines and po-
sition numerous times through the
second half of the A-Feature, Dover
finally gained the advantage on Lap
27.

Chris Martin in third marks the
second time the No. 44 has placed
on the podium in National Tour
competition. Challenged by J.J.
Hickle through the final two laps,
the No. 63 shot for the position on
the white flag lap but couldnʼt com-
plete the pass.

Setting for fourth, Hickle was
chased to the white flag by Dylan
Westbrook but would be followed to
the checkered by Blake Hahn has
the No. 47x suffered mechanical is-
sues on the closing lap that rele-
gated him to a 15th place finish.

Running inside the top five early
on, Clint Garner slipped back to
sixth, with Coloradoʼs Jake Bubak
moving up five spots to seventh.
Ryan Roberts followed in eighth
with Carson McCarl ninth. Advanc-
ing six positions, Shayle Bade
made her first top ten appearance
in National Tour competition.

A field of 30 was on hand for the
Bobby Parker Memorial.

A duel SCE Gaskets Heat Race
format saw wins going to Ryan
Roberts, Chris Martin, Blake Hahn,
Jack Dover, and twice to Scott
Bogucki.

Terry McCarl won the BMRS B-
Feature. No provisional starts were
allowed.
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Nick Parker (center) raced his way to victory lane with the ASCS
Southwest Region at Arizona Speedway with John Carney (left)
coming in second and Colton Hardy (right) finishing third. (Ron
Gilson photo)

Derek Hagar celebrates in victory lane after winning the Ralph
Henson Memorial at I-30 Speedway. (Jennifer Newkirk Photogra-
phy photo)

Scott Bogucki raced his way to victory lane winning The Bobby
Parker Memorial at I-80 Speedway. (Joe Orth photo)



PORT ROYAL, PA
- Harrisonville, Penn-
sylvaniaʼs Logan Wag-
ner has accomplished
just about everything
there is to accomplish
at the Port Royal
Speedway “Speed
Palace” including four
consecutive track
championships and a

FloRacing All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions presented by Mobil 1 victory
during the 2021 Keith Kauffman
Classic. Well, Wagner can officially
add another line to his all-time Port
Royal Speedway resume, collect-
ing the 2021 Tuscarora 50 champi-
onship for a $54,000 payday, as
well as a third-ever All Star victory.

Impressive, nonetheless, Wag-
ner, aboard the Zemco
Racing/Zemco Headers/Zemco
Tool & Die/CES Engineering/All
Things Automotive/No. 1 sprint car,
was forced to battle by seven-time
Tuscarora 50 champion, Lance
Dewease, to earn his crown jewel
triumph, doing so with less than
two laps remaining. Dewease, who
led laps 12 through 48 after taking
command from St. Helena, Califor-
niaʼs Rico Abreu, held on to finish
second, followed by Anthony Macri,
Dylan Cisney, and Brent Marks.

“Iʼm living the dream in a differ-
ent universe, man, this is just un-
real,” an elated Logan Wagner said
in Port Royal Speedway victory
lane. “I knew in that second 25-lap-
per that I had something for
(Dewease). It was so awesome to
race him clean...I didnʼt even know
how many laps were left when we
got by him. I just ran as hard as I
could...just about stuffed it into the
fence a couple of times. Iʼm out of
breath!”

Starting from the outside-pole
position by way of feature redraw,
Wagner made his presence known
the entire 50-lap contest, never fad-
ing any further back than third and
eventually concluding the first half
of the 50-lapper in the second po-
sition. Dewease, who took the lead
from Rico Abreu on lap 12, was the
man in charge at the halfway
break, and despite showing signs
of an oil leak during the competition
yellow, went on to start the second
half and maintain his place on the
point.

Although Wagner was able to

apply some pressure in traffic on
lap 34, a series of cautions on laps
36 and 38 allowed Dewease to
navigate a clear track in clean air.
It was not until lap 46 when traffic
re-entered the picture allowing
Wagner to try his hand at Dewease
again. Hammering the very top of
Port Royalʼs thin, but ultra-fast
groove, Wagner was able to show
Dewease his nose lap 48, ulti-
mately setting up his slingshot
move the following circuit. Utilizing
a great run off of two, Wagner pow-
ered by Dewease down the back-
stretch then dove into three,
simultaneously sliding a lapper to
create an impressive advantage as
the white flag waved.

The All Star Circuit of Champi-
ons will continue their September
calendar with another round in the
Keystone State, this time setting
aim at Williams Grove Speedway
and Lincoln Speedway for back-to-
back blockbusters on Friday and
Saturday, September 17-18. The
rescheduled Jack Gunn Memorial,
featuring a $7,000-to-win headliner,
will kick things off on Friday, fol-
lowed by Lincolnʼs $20,000-to-win
Dirt Classic VIII on Saturday. Fans
and teams should note that the
rescheduled Jack Gunn Memorial
will feature only one main event.

For those who can not witness
the All Star Circuit of Champions
live and in person, FloRacing.com,
the official media partner and
broadcast provider of the All Stars,
has you covered. To access live

and on-demand racing action from
the All Star Circuit of Champions,
visit FloRacing.com and become
an annual PRO subscriber. Race
fans can see all the USAC and dirt
late-model action they want in ad-
dition to Eldora Speedwayʼs slate
of races and those of the All Star
Circuit of Champions. The sub-
scription unlocks access to pre-
mium content across the entire
FloSports network. Watch the
events across all screens by down-

loading the FloSports app on iOS,
Android, Apple TV, Roku, Amazon
Fire and Chromecast.

Daryn Pittman Goes
Wire-to-Wire for

$10,000 in Port Royalʼs
Night Before the

Tuscarora 50
PORT ROYAL, PA - For the first

time in over six seasons, Owasso,
Oklahomaʼs Daryn Pittman earned
himself a trip to FloRacing All Star
Circuit of Champions presented by
Mobil 1 victory lane, securing
$10,000 in the process during Port
Royal Speedwayʼs Night Before
the Tuscarora 50 on Friday night,
September 10. Pittman, aboard the
Swindell Speedlab/Shipley Energy
No. 39 sprint car, led all 30 circuits
in the Night Before program, forced
to fend off early and mid-race
charges by Rudeen Racingʼs Cory
Eliason, as well as a brief, late
surge by Mechanicsburgʼs Lucas
Wolfe.

Daryn Pittman is now the proud
owner of ten All Star Circuit of
Champions victories over the
course of his career, with the Night
Before the Tuscarora 50 triumph
being a first-ever Series victory at 

(Continued Next Page)
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Lance Dewease Late to
Earn Tuscarora 50 Title

and $54,000 Payday

Daryn Pittman lead from start to finish in the Night Before the Tus-
carora 50 at Port Royal Speedway. (Chad Warner photo)

Logan Wagner celebrates his Tuscarora 50 Title and third career
All Star Circuit of Champions win in victory lane at Port Royal
Speedway. (Chad Warner photo)
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the Juniata County
“Speed Palace.” In ad-
dition, the victory
locked Pittman into
Saturdayʼs $54,000-
to-win Tuscarora 50 fi-
nale.

Wolfe held on to
finish second Friday
night, followed by KCP
Racingʼs Gio Scelzi,
Port Royal Speedway
track champion,
Logan Wagner, and
former Knoxville
Raceway track cham-
pion, Brian Brown.

“I just have to thank Kevin
(Swindell). This car has been so
fun to drive,” Pittman said in Port
Royal Speedway victory lane.

“Iʼm happy with what weʼve been
able to do. I donʼt think we met our
expectations early in the season,
but to get a win tonight...a big win
at Port Royal Speedway during
Tuscarora 50 weekend...says a lot.
Our goal is to come back here to-
morrow night and do this again.”

Although a wire-to-wire effort for
the former World of Outlaws Sprint
Car Series champion, Pittman did
face some challenges.

For example, as the frontrunners
were approaching traffic for the first
time on lap eight, dirty air came into
play creating a noticeable momen-
tum change in Pittman. The mo-
mentum shift allowed Cory Eliason,
Anthony Macri, and Rico Abreu to
build a brief four-car battle for the
top-three positions.

Unfortunately for Macri and
Abreu, contact between the two in
turn one on lap 10 ultimately led to
a caution; they both would restart
at the tail.

In his quest to get around
Pittman, Eliason would also find
some back luck, actually ending his
night on the hook after getting up-
side-down in turn four on lap 22; he
walked away unharmed. From that
point forward, it was all Daryn
Pittman at the top of the leader-
board.

Wolfe showed his nose during
the lap 22 restart, but Pittmanʼs mo-
mentum proved too strong in clean
air.

“I think cautions played into our
favor tonight, for sure,” Pittman
continued.

“After watching the B-Main, I re-
ally thought that the top was going
to give out and the middle would
come in, because it normally does
here. Not getting into traffic helped
me stay in clean air...honestly, I felt
that my car wasnʼt that great when

I did have some time in dirty air.”

Brent Marks Opens
Tuscarora Weekend
with Thursday Night
Preiminary Victory
PORT ROYAL, PA - The “Myer-

stown Missile” Brent Marks cer-
tainly lived up to his nickname on
Thursday night at Port Royal
Speedway in Port Royal, Pennsyl-
vania, opening the 54th edition of
Tuscarora weekend with a FloRac-
ing All Star Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1 victory worth
$8,000, his first of the season.

Blasting ahead from fifth on the
grid, Marks, now a four-time winner
against “Americaʼs Series” over the
course of his career, took the lead
for the first time on lap 11 and
never looked back, outdueling full-
time All Star and two-time winner in

2021, Bill Balog. Impressive
enough, of Marksʼ four-career All
Star victories, three have occurred
at the Port Royal “Speed Palace,”
lwith this most recent automatically
locking Marks into Saturdayʼs
$54,000-to-win main event.

Balog held on to finish second
on Thursday night at Port Royal
Speedway, followed by Swindell
Speedlabʼs Daryn Pittman, Rudeen
Racingʼs Cory Eliason, and multi-
time Lernerville Speedway cham-
pion and early race leader, AJ Flick.

“I was just trying to be as smart
as I could,” Brent Marks said in Port
Royal Speedway victory lane,
driver of the M&M Painting and
Construction, BAPS Auto Paints &
Supply, No. 19 sprint car. “The
track actually turned out great for
how much weather we got. I was a
little worried early about how it was
going to turn out, but it was a lot of

fun. Itʼs been a while since we had
a super, super fast track here, so it
was definitely different to what we
are used to. This car was a ton of
fun to drive and Iʼm looking forward
to the rest of the weekend.”

Kicking things off from the pole
position AJ Flick earned the initial
advantage, leading the first eight
circuits over the “Northpole Night-
mare” Bill Balog. Although stretch-
ing to a convincing lead, Flickʼs
momentum came to a halt on lap
eight, as lapped traffic entered the
picture creating a two lane road-
block. Balog quickly came to call,
sliding by Flick with a move in turn
four on lap nine.

Meanwhile, Marks, who had al-
ready battled his way to third by lap
five, was also in position to pounce,
ultimately following Balog by Flick
just before the flagstand. The for-
mer full-time Outlaw was able to
show his nose to Balog on multiple
occasions on lap 10, finally working
by the Andersonʼs Pure Maple
Syrup No. 17B the following circuit.

From that point forward, it was
all Brent Marks at the front of the
pack, surviving one last literal tan-
gle with heavy traffic, as well as
pressure from Balog, before a late-
race caution on lap 28 rid the track
of slower cars.

“It got pretty wicked there in
lapped traffic. Running wide open, I
was getting leary on our fuel, so
once I got back to traffic, I just tried
to be careful,” Marks continued. “All
in all, traffic allowed Bill (Balog) to
close back in on me, so thereʼs def-
initely pros and cons to being care-
ful. Those last three laps, I was just
cruising around.”
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Brent Marks opened the Tuscarora 50 weekend action with a win
Thursday night. (Chad Warner photo)



Thinking back to
when he started his
Dirt Late Model racing
career, Jonathan Dav-
enport said he couldnʼt
have imagined win-
ning one World 100,
let alone four in his ca-
reer.

But thatʼs exactly
what he accomplished
Saturday night, taking
the lead from Brandon
Overton just past
halfway and leading

the final 45 laps to win the 50th
World 100 at Eldora Speedway.

“To me, I couldnʼt have ever
dreamt it up like this,” Davenport, of
Blairsville, GA, said. “Weʼre only as
good as our last race – thatʼs the
way I always feel. I didnʼt win the
last one, so I feel like Iʼve got to win
the next one.”

Superman now joins an elite
class of Late Model drivers at El-
dora, becoming only the fourth man
in history to win the World 100 at
least four times – a feat previously
accomplished by Billy Moyer (6),
Scott Bloomquist (4) and Donnie
Moran (4).

The $53,000 winnerʼs check
now makes it six events Davenport
and the Double L Motorsports team
have won with winnerʼs shares of
$20,000 or higher this year. In
short, theyʼve been just plain dom-
inant when the money, and pres-
tige, are on the line.

“Itʼs been a hell of a year, for
sure,” Davenport said. “Itʼs proba-
bly been the best Iʼve ever had, if
not, the best so far against this
competition.”

While he was all smiles in Vic-
tory Lane, a look of determination
was painted across his face on pit
road as the engines fired to start
the 100-lap showdown. Rolling off
P6 after a win in Heat 1, Davenport
let the field get away from him a
tiny bit in the early going, dropping
back as far as 10th at one point.
But this was all part of his plan.

“We got to start sixth, so I
thought I had a big enough buffer
that I could fall back a little and run
my pace,” Davenport said. “Proba-
bly 10-15 laps into that run, I never
really changed my pace, and then
everybody started coming back to
me.”

Fifteen laps later, Davenport had
cracked into the top-five and had
his sights set on the leaders. Bran-
don Sheppard, Bobby Pierce,
Brandon Overton and Johnny Scott

were all still ahead of him, but it did-
nʼt take long for him to crack the
whip.

While Davenport began to pick
cars off one-by-one, Overton de-
cided it was time to make a move
for the lead and did so on Lap 42,
getting around Scott on the back-
stretch. He led the field around the
half-mile for the next 12 laps, until
the caution was displayed on Lap
55.

Overton chose the top lane for
the ensuing restart, and right to his
inside was none other than Daven-
port. He had made the climb and
knew it was his moment to pounce,
and he did with a slide job into Turn
1 to take the lead.

“He chose the top on the restart,
and I got a decent run on him, and
then I just tried to clear him getting
into Turn 1,” Davenport said. “I fig-
ured he would slide me back, but I
was just wanting to dirty his air up,
make him slide his tires or some-
thing, get him out of rhythm.”

“I should have been able to carry
enough speed to block him, but I
couldnʼt,” Overton said. “It wouldnʼt
have mattered if [Davenport]
wouldʼve passed me on that restart;
he wouldʼve got me on one of ʻem.”

Getting the jump on that restart
was critical, and Davenport made
sure he did just that by anticipating
Overtonʼs takeoff when the green
was thrown.

“The way theyʼve got us boxed-
in now, the other guy knows exactly
where youʼre gonna take off, so
thereʼs no way you can really get a
true jump on him,” Davenport said.
“Thatʼs what happened with Bran-
don – I knew exactly where he was
gonna take off, within a half-car-
length or so.”

Now with the lead, Davenport
set it on cruise control. Meanwhile,
another driver was on a mission.

Mike Marlar was forced to get
into the show via Last Chance
Showdown after getting caught-up
in a Heat Race incident. He made
repairs during the break, went out
onto the track and put on a passing
clinic, advancing to third from 17th
and getting the final transfer spot
into the 50th World 100.

Marlar said that the wreck in the
Heat actually gave him a chance to
work on his car and fine-tune it a bit
more before the Last Chance. This
enabled him to become a passing
machine over the next two races.

“My car had good lateral grip.
When they would all go down in the
corner and drift up the track, I could

stick it in there and get ʻem,” Marlar
said.

A third-place finish in the Last
Chance put him 26th on the Fea-
ture starting grid. For the first half
of the race, he passed even more
cars, advancing all the way to fifth
by Lap 53. One by one, Marlar
picked off the cars in the top-five
and was sitting second with just
over a quarter of the race left.

Marlar held his spot until the final
restart on Lap 92, where he had
one chance to score his first globe
after starting 26th. He gave Daven-
port a good race down the straight-
way, but the #49 was just too fast.

Davenport drove away in the
final laps and took the win by over
1.7 seconds to claim his fourth
World 100 title.

“Iʼm grateful for it,” Marlar said of
his run from the back. “Tonight, to
actually have a shot with five-to-go,
me and Jonathan drag racing down
the front straightaway, door-to-
door… he barely got me, but I was
really grateful to get to run good.”

Overton hung on for third after
bagging his first globe on Thursday
night. While he was one man to
beat all weekend long and missed
the setup for Saturday, he knew
what he and the Wells Motorsports
team accomplished at Eldora this
season was still impressive, even if
they came up short of another
sweep in the end.

“Honestly, I just got a little too
tight and couldnʼt steer in there,”
Overton said. “Itʼs bound to hap-
pen. You canʼt win ʻem all.”

The weekʼs overall top point-get-
ter, Tim McCreadie, came home
fourth after a drive from 18th, while
Chris Ferguson bagged his sec-
ond-straight World 100 top-10 in
fifth.

Polesitter Scott Bloomquist led
the first 18 laps before fading back
and eventually coming to pit road

under yellow. The four-time globe
winner was part of two more cau-
tions, and eventually decided to call
it quits on Lap 72.

Pierce, who started on the out-
side pole, ran up front for most of
the race before fading late and
bringing out the raceʼs final caution
on Lap 92. He pulled into the pits
and retired with an apparent inter-
nal issue.

Overton, Satterlee
Collect 50th World 100
Prelim Feature Wins
When it comes to crown jewel

Late Model events at Eldora
Speedway, starting up front, mak-
ing smart moves in traffic and get-
ting the jump on starts each seem
to play a big role in a driverʼs path
to Victory Lane.

Brandon Overton and Gregg
Satterlee showed mastery of all
three of those Friday night, winning
their respective preliminary Fea-
tures in the 50th edition of the
World 100 – just as they both did
on Friday night of the double Dirt
Late Model Dreams back in June.

A grand total of 79 DIRTcar Late
Models signed-in for competition in
the gold anniversary of dirt track
racingʼs most prestigious event.
After 50 total laps of Feature racing
between the two split groups, a #4
was spun on the Wheel of Misfor-
tune, indicating the top-four cars in
Saturdayʼs Heat Race lineups will
now be inverted before hitting the
track.

GROUP A FEATURE – Brandon
Overton

He just keeps winning and win-
ning at The Big E. With yet another
victory Friday night, Brandon Over-
ton has now won in six of the last
seven Features heʼs started at El-
dora.

(Continued Next Page)
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Jonathan Davenport celebrates winning the World 100 at Eldora
Speedway for the fourth time in his career. (Paul Arch photo)
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“I knew I had a
lead – my brother was
giving me signals back
there,” McDowell said.
“I caught that traffic so
fast, and when I did, it
just upset the car so
much. I tried to move
around, but itʼs just so
hard to lead. At that
point, Brandon knew
where to be because
he knew not to do
what I did.”

Meanwhile, a
19th-starting Tim Mc-
Creadie had made his

way up into the podium and was
hot on the trail of McDowell. He
made the pass for second on Lap
78 after McDowell had some trou-
ble in slower traffic.

“I ran in behind a lapped car and
he came across, nothing inten-
tional, but he came across and took
the air off. When he did, the nose
just kinda picked up,” McDowell
said.

McCreadie then made a bee-line
for Overton, now out front by al-
most three seconds with under 15
laps remaining. He was able to cut
the gap down to under a second
before taking the white flag, but
came up short.

While he used the very bottom
of the half-mile oval to drive to the
win on Wednesday night, Mc-
Creadie said was not able to get his
Paylor Motorsports Longhorn
Chassis #39 to wheel around the
same way, which cost him in the
end.

McCreadie was forced to start all
the way back in Row #10 after
going up in smoke during his Heat
Race and taking a provisional. This
deep starting spot is what he said
contributed to him coming up one
spot short at the checkers.

McDowell rounded out the
podium, extending his World 100
start streak to a whopping 13 con-
secutive. Hudson OʼNeal mixed it
up inside the top-five for some time
but fell back to fourth, while Daven-
port completed the top-five.

Scott, McCreadie Top
80-Car Field in 51st

World 100
Prelim Features

When all was said and done
after Wednesday nightʼs prelimi-
nary Feature action at Eldora
Speedway, two former Modified
stars were among those standing
tallest, like the globe trophies they
chased as champion of the worldʼs

most prestigious dirt track race –
the World 100.

A stacked field of 80 DIRTcar
Late Models lined the infield of the
famed Western Ohio half-mile and
competed in two qualifying Fea-
tures, where Johnny Scott and Tim
McCreadie emerged victorious
after 25 laps apiece.

Scott, the former Open-Wheel
Modified ace from Las Cruces, NM,
became the first driver from his
home state to win a World 100 Fea-
ture of any kind. McCreadie, the
former Super DIRTcar Series Big-
Block Modified regular from Water-
town, NY, scored his second career
World 100 prelim Feature win – all
in front of a packed Eldora crowd
that enjoyed being back in the
grandstands for their biggest event
of the year.

GROUP A FEATURE – Johnny
Scott

Johnny Scott made his debut at
Eldora Speedway just two years
ago at the 25th Dirt Late Model
Dream, and also appeared the
World 100 later that fall. While he
rode a wave of struggle in dealing
with the learning curve, he never
gave up.

Fast forward just two years later,
and the young New Mexican has
reached Victory Lane on the
biggest stage of them all. Wednes-
day nightʼs Group A preliminary
Feature showcased not only
Scottʼs speed, but his ability to rise
to the occasion.

Scott started to the outside of
polesitter and fellow Modified star
Nick Hoffman and jumped right into
a battle for the lead, holding his
own to Hoffmanʼs outside in the
opening circuits.

With some precise car control
and great speed on the top side,
Scott made the pass for the lead on
Lap 2.

“It kinda skated off of four, and
Nick got under me. And I thought, if
I can get into Turns 1-2 one more
time real good and get a run,
maybe I can get down there. I hit it
just perfect and I had enough to get
by Nick on the backstraight, and I
moved down a lane and just tried to
run my marks, hit them every lap. It
paid off for us,” Scott said.

Scott continued to widen the ad-
vantage on the field and main-
tained it through traffic, leading the
field all the way back around to the
checkers unchallenged for the
$10,000 prize. He was overjoyed at
the win, and rightfully so, knowing
the history and prestige of the
event.

“Itʼs unbelievable, really,” Scott
said. “Starting on the front row and
leading this whole deal… I didnʼt
think it was possible. I really didnʼt.”

Before Wednesday, Scott had
been battling engine issues that he
attributes to the quality of his recent
results. But thatʼs all behind him
now as he popped in a new
Clements Racing Engine under the
hood, giving him the speed he
needed to get the job done.

“Thatʼs all we changed. I quali-
fied better and just put myself in a
position – I think thatʼs what helped
us more than anything. Just start-
ing up front and getting in clean air,”
Scott said.

Hoffman ended up second while
heavy-hitters Brandon Sheppard,
Bobby Pierce and Jonathan Dav-
enport rounded out the top-five.

GROUP B FEATURE – Tim Mc-
Creadie

Some drivers
worry about a chassis
adjustment, others
are more concerned
with shocks and
springs. But on
Wednesday night at

Eldora Speedway, Tim McCreadie
was making a lane-choice selection
– one that won him $10,000.

The former World of Outlaws
Morton Buildings Late Model Se-
ries champ began his march to the
front from all the way back in ninth,
using some terrific low-groove
speed to make passes in the cau-
tion-less event.

Before Lap 10, he had broken
into the top-five and entered the
thick of a battle for second by Lap
14. Front-row starters Shannon
Babb and Darrell Lanigan had
been battling lap after lap for the
top spot since the drop of the
green, allowing McCreadie to close
the gap to both of them in traffic.

He found something on the low
lane and was not about to give it up
with only a handful of circuits re-
maining.

“I was in a little bit of a mud ring
down there, a traction ring, and I
wasnʼt going to get out of it be-
cause we were passing cars. Nor-
mally, I donʼt run that low. Normally,
I try to arch-in and try to clip the
middle, but I just stayed in the lane
that felt the best,” McCreadie said.

He slowly closed the gap to the
two leaders and made smart
moves on them as they maneu-
vered through slower traffic, getting
Lanigan for second on Lap 16 and
Babb for the lead two circuits later.
Lanigan tried to fire back and re-
take second immediately after, but
to no avail.

“When I got by him, he showed
back beside me off of Turn 2 and I
thought, ʻson of a bitch, heʼs actu-
ally pretty good.ʼ Then I never saw
him again, and Babb just looked
like he was kinda struggling a little
bit and didnʼt know which lane to be
in,” McCreadie said.

From that point, T-Mac went un-
challenged and led the field back
around to a $10,000 payday – the
second of his World 100 career.

The former Super DIRTcar Se-
ries Big-Block Modified star learned
a lot of things from Big-Blocks that
he used in making the conversion
to Late Model racing back in 2004-
2005.

“Thatʼs how I grew up racing.
Thatʼs Big Block racing – whether
youʼre on the top or the bottom,
youʼre staying in the traction. You
donʼt want to slip the tires, and
thatʼs what we tried to do,” Mc-
Creadie said.
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Johnny Scott celebrates his Group A feature win during the 51st
World 100 prelims on Wednesday night at Eldora Speedway. (Paul
Arch photo)
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Overton led all 25
laps virtually unchal-
lenged for the $10,000
prelim Feature win.
But his journey to get
there was a little differ-
ent than in times past.
He struggled in Quali-
fying, posting only a
20th-fastest time in
the group, which set
him fifth on the grid for
his Heat Race.

However, Big
Sexy made it back up
to second by the end
of his Heat, placing

him on the pole for the Group A
Feature. According to the event for-
mat, the top-two finishers from
each Heat were locked into the
Feature and given their fastest
Qualifying lap back. The two fastest
of the four third-place finishers
were also locked in and given their
Qualifying times back as well. The
10 total drivers were then lined up
slowest-to-fastest by those times,
which placed Overton on the pole.

Eldora crown jewel event for-
mats always give drivers a chal-
lenge, but Overton approaches
them all the same. Sit down, strap
in and go fast. And win.

“They keep asking me what is it,
or how… and honestly, I donʼt know
either,” Overton said with a smile.
“Everythingʼs been going our way.
We keep making mistakes early
and itʼs almost like weʼre capitaliz-
ing on them with however they do
that invert.”

His Wells Motorsports #76 was
as smooth as glass around the
half-mile, as he cruised untouched
to the win. In traffic, he made smart,
patient moves to avoid giving get-
ting held-up and opening the door
for runner-up Jimmy Owens to
swoop in for the spot.

“When itʼs out front, itʼll drive it-
self,” Overton said. “I just gotta get
in there and steer it and aim it
wherever I want it to go, get my
arcs right getting in. Itʼs awesome.”

Now with three races down on
the week and one final show left on
Saturday, Overton and his team
prepare for a chance at Late Model
immortality. Theyʼll attempt to do
the unthinkable, winning two
Dreams and two World 100s in the
same year. Right now, Overtonʼs
got all the confidence in the world
in his skills and all the faith he
needs in his team.

“It makes me feel good to be
able to make it go that fast,” Over-
ton said. “Thereʼs a lot of smart
people in these pits. So, for us to

do this and have that car that fast
and consistent, at this big of a race,
it makes me proud of my team and
everything weʼve got right here.”

GROUP B FEATURE – Gregg
Satterlee

Itʼs never easy to hold off an en-
tire field of cars in a sprint race at
Eldora, especially with the
youngest World 100 winner, Bobby
Pierce, right in the rearview. But
Gregg Satterlee did just that Friday
night, earning his first career World
100 preliminary Feature victory.

“I was just making as smooth of
laps as I could, keeping my speed
up, trying to not commit myself to
one line, but trying to use the mid-
dle groove to the bottom and ride it
out until the end or Bobby got by
me,” Satterlee said.

Satterlee indicated he never
considered leaving the middle-bot-
tom grooves for the top, which was
right where Pierce was running
most of his laps. For 25 circuits,
Pierce was in hot pursuit of the
leader, and was even given a few
restarts to get a run on him, but
could not make the move in the

end.
“I knew what I was doing was

working,” Satterlee said. “I could
see that [Pierce] was close, but I
didnʼt think I was giving up enough
for him to really get a slider and
clear me.”

On the final restart came
Pierceʼs most fierce challenge, as
he drove it deep into Turn 1 with
two-to-go as if to try a slide job, but
Satterlee had too much speed in
the lane above and drove right on
by to retain the top spot.

“At that point, I just tried to make
a bigger arc in the corner, and just
take up a little bit more room on
entry,” Satterlee said. “I tried to
make a little more speed down the
straightaways to not enable him to
get a run on me.”

Overton Wins 51st
World 100

After sweeping both Dirt Late
Model Dreams in June, Brandon
Overton could only imagine coming
back to Eldora Speedway in Sep-
tember and making history again
by winning a World 100.

But there he stood Thursday
night, atop the Victory Lane stage
– $54,000 check in-hand, trophy,
and elated family and crew by his
side. His name, now forever
scribed in the record books along-
side each of the 30 other Late
Model legends to win dirt track rac-
ingʼs most prestigious event.

With tears in his eyes as he
emerged from his Longhorn Chas-
sis by Wells Motorsports #76, his
dream was now reality once again
as a first-time World 100 winner.

“Honestly, there arenʼt enough
words to say it. I donʼt know how to
express it, and what it means to
me,” Overton said.

The 30-year-old from Evans,
GA, started third on the grid and
took his time getting to the head of
the field, lurking behind front-row
starters Ricky Thornton Jr. and
Kyle Strickler in the opening laps.
Overton didnʼt make his first move
for the lead until Lap 24, when he
got a run at the exit of Turn 2 on
Thornton and sealed the pass out
of Turn 4.

Overton led the longest green-
flag stretch of the race over the
next 34 laps before a caution was
thrown, putting 2005 winner Dale
McDowell right on his rear bumper.
McDowell found momentum on the
top on the restart and sailed around
Overton for the lead.

“I probably shouldʼve chose the
top, but I restarted with my bud-
dies,” Overton said. “I race with
Shane and Dale, and we always
hang out – I didnʼt want to slide up
and get into them.”

It was only nine laps later before
one of the tightest battles of the
race sparked up between the two
and Jonathan Davenport, who
came all the way from his 17th
starting spot. Davenport rode third
within a single car-length of the two
leaders as they approached slower
traffic, where Overton was forced to
hit the top side to get around traffic.
This left room for McDowell under-
neath, and he took the lead on Lap
59.

Overton soon devised a plan to
get back by the #17M.

“When I moved up to the middle,
I could feel it already starting to
clean up, so I said, ʻalright, Iʼm just
going to let him run, run, run, and
then maybe if I sit back here and
ride, when I catch him, Iʼll have
enough tire to make a move,ʼ”
Overton said.

McDowell held the lead for the
next 13 laps until Overton got a
great run off Turns 1-2, diamond-
ing-off the corner and driving back
by for the lead into Turn 3.

(Continued Next Page)
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Gregg Satterlee takes the checkered flag in the Group B feature
during the prelims for the 50th Annual World 100 on Friday night.
(Paul Arch photo)

Brandon Overton took home the 51st World 100 at Eldora Speed-
way Thursday night. (Paul Arch photo)



Bristol
Motor Speedway

BRISTOL, TN -
Fans who attend the
Bass Pro Shops NRA
Night Race weekend
at Bristol Motor
Speedway will find
plenty of entertain-
ment taking place dur-
ing the weekend at the
Food City Fan Zone
Stage, located at the
BMS North Entrance
beside the famed Bris-
tol tower, race officials
announced today.

The Food City Fan
Zone Stage, hosted by

Josh Mancuso with appearances
by Jose Castillo, will provide guests
with music, driver and celebrity ap-
pearances, games, SCC auctions,
driver Q&A chats, prizes and so
much fun.

Among the scheduled activities
include Saturday stage appear-
ances by NASCAR Cup Series
drivers William Byron, Erik Jones,
Daniel Suarez, Aric Almirola, Josh
Bilicki, Corey LaJoie, Joey Logano
and Ryan Newman. NASCAR Xfin-
ity Series drivers who will visit the
stage on Friday include Justin All-
gaier, Sam Mayer, Michael Annett,
Brandon Jones, Noah Gragson,
Chad Finchum and John Hunter
Nemechek. On Thursday, several
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series drivers will visit the stage in-
cluding Hailie Deegan, Tyler
Ankrum, Doug Coby and Parker
Kligerman. ARCA Menards series
driver Thad Moffitt, the grandson of
legend Richard Petty, also will
make an appearance on the stage
on Thursday. A detailed schedule of
driver appearances is below.

To kick things off on Friday,
hosts Chris McIntosh and Amy
Lynn of the popular show Daytime
Tri-Cities on WJHL TV 11 will host
their show live from the stage start-
ing at 10 a.m. At 2 p.m., Miss Food
City, Alexandria Alder, will make a
special appearance on the stage.
Other celebrities scheduled to ap-
pear on stage Friday include coun-
try music artist Granger Smith and
legendary NASCAR team owner
Richard Childress. Later that night,
following the running of the
NASCAR Xfinity Series Food City
300, country artist Tim Dugger will
perform a post-race concert that is
scheduled to begin at approxi-
mately 11 p.m.

On Saturday the stage will open
at 11 a.m. with the Barstool Sports
Gameday Show. It will be followed
by the University of Tennessee vs.
Tennessee Tech football game on

the stageʼs big screen, starting at
noon. FOX TV personality Michael
Waltrip will host a dance contest
and NASCAR trivia session at 2
p.m. Sugarlands Shine Moonshin-
ers Digger and JB also will make
an appearance on the stage at 4:30
p.m. The Speedway Childrenʼs
Charities Auction will close out the
stageʼs weekend activities starting
at 5 p.m.

There are plenty of interactive
games planned for fans to partici-
pate in during the weekend includ-
ing Mummy, Frozen T-Shirt, Buggy
Obstacle Course, Tissue Box Ping
Pong Dance, The Price Is Right,
Football Toss, and Cup Stack.

As the air fills with anticipation
for the green flag to drop for the
2021 Bass Pro Shops NRA Night
Race, Sept. 18 at 7:30 p.m.
(NBCSN and PRN Radio), with so
much at stake in the Cup Series
Playoffs, fans will see NASCARʼs
best drivers compete in close quar-
ters in pursuit of a coveted victory
on the storied short track. Youʼll get
to see all of your favorite drivers
racing hard to advance in the Play-
offs, including Bristol dominator
Kyle Busch, Food City Dirt Race
winner Joey Logano, three-time
Bristol winner Brad Keselowski, de-
fending Night Race winner Kevin
Harvick, Bristol All-Star Race win-
ner and defending series champ
Chase Elliott, and five-time season
winner and regular season champ
Kyle Larson, who is still looking for
his first BMS Cup victory.

In the Food City 300, NASCAR
Xfinity Series favorites Austin Cin-
dric, A.J. Allmendinger, Noah Grag-
son, Harrison Burton and Justin
Allgaier will be trying to lock in their
Playoff positions in the seasonʼs
final regular season race (Sept. 17,
7:30 p.m., NBCSN, PRN Radio).
Meanwhile, headliners John Hunter
Nemechek, Ben Rhodes and de-
fending champ Sheldon Creed will
battle for an elimination Playoff
race victory Thursday night in the
UNOH 200 presented by Ohio Lo-
gistics Camping World Truck Se-
ries race (Sept. 16, 9 p.m., FS1,
MRN Radio). The rising stars in the
ARCA Menards Series also will
take on the challenging half-mile
oval in the Bushʼs Beans 200 as
part of a Thursday night double-
header (Sept. 16, 6:30 p.m., FS1,
MRN Radio).

For more information, visit
www.bristolmotorspeedway.com.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - Rising

country music newcomer and
American Idol winner Chayce
Beckham will perform as part of the

Loud & Proud Pre-Race Show pre-
sented by The Dallas Morning
News prior to the Autotrader
EchoPark Automotive 500
NASCAR Cup Series playoffs race
Oct. 17 at Texas Motor Speedway. 

Beckham and his band will per-
form live beginning at 11 a.m. CT
on the pre-race stage located at the
start/finish line of The Great Amer-
ican Speedway. 

Race fans can watch the concert
from the comfort of their grand-
stand seat or get up close with the
purchase a Track Pass. The Track
Pass credential includes access to
stand on the track for the concert
as well as driver introductions. The
cost is $59 and must be accompa-
nied by a race ticket. Texas Motor
Speedway season ticket holders
will receive a free Track Pass. Pit
access is not included.

The life and career of the Sea-
son 19 winner of American Idol has
gone full vertical since he was
crowned on May 23, 2021. Beck-
hamʼs debut song, the semi-autobi-
ographical “23,” debuted that
month and quickly earned the top
spot on both the iTunes Country
and all genre charts. The Southern
California native and former heavy
machine operator has since moved
to Nashville where he is recording
his debut album for 19 Recordings
in partnership with BBR Music
Group/Wheelhouse Records. 

The 24-year-old cites artists in-
cluding Chris Stapleton, Tyler
Childers, and Kolton Moore & The
Clever few as influences for his
songwriting. American Idol host
and superstar Katy Perry said his
signature gravelly voice sounds like
“the heart of America.”

The Autotrader EchoPark Auto-
motive 500 weekend begins Satur-
day, Oct. 16 at 2 p.m. CT with the
200-lap Andyʼs Frozen Custard
335, the fourth race of the 2021
NASCAR Xfinity Series playoffs.
The green flag to start the 334-lap
Autotrader EchoPark Automotive
500, the seventh race of the 2021
NASCAR Cup Series Playoffs, is
scheduled to wave Sunday, Oct.
17, shortly after 1 p.m. CT. 

Tickets for the Oct. 16-17
NASCAR Cup Series Autotrader
EchoPark Automotive
500 weekend, are on
sale now at www.tex-
a s m o t o r s p e e d -
way.com. 

MORE INFO:
Keep track of all
events by following
on Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram.
Keep up with all the
latest news and infor-

mation on the speedway website
and TMS mobile app.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - Among the most

coveted hardware on the NASCAR
circuit, the iconic BMS Cup Series
Trophy and Gladiator Sword com-
bine to make drivers dreams come
true if they are lucky enough to sur-
vive 500 laps of mayhem on the all-
concrete high-banks and finish first
at The Last Great Colosseum.

When those items are presented
to the winner in one of the most
unique Victory Lane settings at any
of the sportʼs venues – on the
rooftop of one of the infield build-
ings – the scene can get downright
crazy at times. Itʼs a ritual that con-
tinues to make revered Bristol
Motor Speedway one of the most
magical places in the world of auto
racing.

As BMS celebrates its 60th An-
niversary this year, the gigantic
four-foot tall Cup Series winnerʼs
Trophy and razor-sharp Gladiator
Sword have become an integral
part of BMSʼ identity and a pair of
highly-sought-after awards that
every Cup Series driver wants des-
perately to add to his or her trophy
case.

“In my opinion the combination
of the classic trophy with the glad-
ius is hard to beat,” said noted jour-
nalist and BMS historian David
McGee. “Race fans everywhere
recognize the massive Bristol tro-
phy – it was in the movie Talladega
Nights for goodness sake – and the
gladiator sword is unmistakable be-
cause there is only one Colos-
seum.”

The elusive items will be up for
grabs once again under the lights
on Saturday, Sept. 18 when the
NASCAR Cup Series Playoffs
come to Bristol Motor Speedway
during the running of the Bass Pro
Shops NRA Night Race (7:30 p.m.
ET, NBCSN and PRN Radio). The
event is a high-stakes cut-off race
in the Round of 16 in the NASCAR
Playoffs, where four drivers will be
eliminated from championship con-
tention.

In the early days, BMS officials 
(Continued Next Page)
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gave out a variety of
different styles of tro-
phies to its winning
drivers. It wasnʼt until
1983 that then owner
Warner Hodgdon, a
California native, de-
cided to establish a
signature trophy for
the Cup Series races
at BMS that would be
large, memorable and
permanent.

He had his GM at
the time work with the
local Bristol trophy
shop, Eddieʼs Tro-

phies, to come up with the perfect
prize that checked all of the neces-
sary boxes.

“Hodgdon did things with a cer-
tain style and Bristol was his baby,”
McGee said. “He wanted the win-
ner to take home a memorable tro-
phy – something that would
dominate a trophy case and be
something they would keep forever
to remind them of the accomplish-
ment of winning Bristol. The track
GM contacted Eddie Allison at
Eddie's Trophies with Hodgdon's
directive. Allison had seen the mas-
sive four-foot-tall wood and brass
trophy and knew it was a perfect
fit.”

The new BMS Cup trophy made
its debut at the Night Race in Au-
gust 1983 and fittingly the first win-
ner was Darrell Waltrip. Of Waltripʼs
track record 12 Cup Series victo-
ries – five came with the behemoth
bronze trophy.

“If you look at victory lane cele-
brations down through the years,
many times you will see a trophy
thatʼs a custom one-off to meet the
needs of a specific sponsor,”
McGee said. “Some trophies are
unmistakable in their style and de-
sign - the Harley J. Earl trophy at
Daytona and the Bristol trophy
come immediately to mind. The
BMS Cup trophy is just a classic
design that represents a huge ac-
complishment at the sport's most
popular track. Then you think about
who all has won one or more of
those trophies and that list repre-
sents a who's who of the modern
era in NASCAR history.”

The BMS Cup Trophy is con-
structed with a solid wooden base
with a stylish bronze cup at the top
and four bronze eagles mounted
around the bottom base of the tro-
phy. A beautiful angel holding a
flame high above her head sits at
the very top of the trophy. There are
several plates attached to the
wooden base that have the event

name, year and other race infor-
mation included. Down the middle
of the trophy is a plate that says W-
I-N-N-E-R. At just over four-foot tall
the trophy weighs more than 50
pounds.

“Besides being large, the Bristol
Cup trophy is heavy,” McGee says.
“I can think of several drivers who,
in a moment of jubilation, grabbed
the trophy and began lifting it over
their heads only to realize it weighs
50 pounds and at four-feet-tall is
rather unwieldy – not an easy feat
after wheeling a stock car around
Bristol for three hours. That's why
in most of the trophy presentation
photos, the trophy is sitting safely
on the ground because nobody
wants to drop it.”

Meanwhile, the BMS Gladiator
Sword made its debut in The
Colosseum in 2014 and Carl Ed-
wards was the first driver to be pre-
sented with one in Victory Lane.
The Sword was an integral part of
the innovative marketing campaign
establishing Bristol as “The Last
Great Colosseum,” and using the
spelling that pays homage to the
historic Roman Colosseum in the
center of Rome, Italy. The Sword is
commonly known as a “gladius”
and is something that would cer-
tainly be carried by gladiators who
were frequently in battle inside the
Roman Colosseum. It has proved
to be the perfect fit as a symbol of
earning a victory at Bristolʼs Colos-
seum.

“Carl Edwards, being the first to
receive and let alone see the
sword, was very careful removing it
from the scabbard,” McGee recalls.
“It has some heft too, and I think he
quickly realized it was very sharp.
Once he got comfortable, he
hammed it up quite a bit for the
photographers.”

The BMS Gladiator Sword is 30
inches long with an imposing 19-
inch hand-forged stainless-steel
blade. It has a black leather scab-
bard and brass-plated sheath and
handle. The official race name and
date are engraved on the blade to
connect each sword to its specific
Bristol event.

In addition to race winners, the
BMS Gladiator Sword has also
been given on very special occa-
sions to honored dignitaries, distin-
guished celebrities and many of the
legends of the sport.

“We had launched the Last
Great Colosseum marketing cam-
paign and the Sword came out of a
team brainstorm session about
how could we expand on the
Roman Colosseum theme and take
it a little deeper,” said Drew Bedard,
BMS vice president of marketing.

“We had received some inspiration
from different tracks and some of
the things they were doing in their
winnerʼs circles and we knew we
wanted something in Victory Lane
that the winning driver could raise
in the air. Our traditional trophy has
quite a bit of heft to it so the Gladi-
ator Sword was the perfect item
that fit our mission and objectives
and it has taken off remarkably
well, even more so than we could
have ever imagined.”

Bedard says the BMS Gladiator
Sword was an instant hit, given the
immediate stamp of approval from
a worldwide social media audience.

“When Carl Edwards won the
first race where we presented the
Sword and made such a big deal
about it, Twitter just went crazy with
that photo,” Bedard said. “That
photo was everywhere. When we
saw that, we immediately knew we
were onto something. Itʼs really
cool now to hear drivers and team
members talk about it and how
much they all want one. You always
hope that your ideas can take off
like that and we have been fortu-
nate that this one did. Itʼs been a lot
of fun.”

Since 2002, BMS winners have
been celebrating in one of the
sportʼs most unique Victory Lanes.
Set high atop the infield on the roof
of the building that houses the Bal-
lad Health Infield Care Center and
The Apex, an exclusive luxury
trackside sports bar, the BMS Vic-
tory Lane provides fans in the
grandstands with an amazing view
of the post-race celebrations.

McGee says the new concept
for BMS Victory Lane came about
due to a reconfiguration of the in-
field to accommodate additional
NASCAR haulers and its relocation
position was all about the fans.

“The old victory lane was virtu-
ally invisible from the grandstands
– a bit further inside the track and
facing toward turns one and two,”
McGee says. “So, the only time
fans at the track got to really see
the celebration was after the center
jumbotron was added in the infield.
The old victory lane was sufficient
in the early days but as media cov-
erage, TV coverage and sponsor
demands grew, it quickly became
outdated. It was also in the path of
where NASCAR haulers were to
park. Credit longtime track presi-
dent Jeff Byrd with putting it on the
rooftop so the fans in turns 3 and 4
could see more of the celebra-
tions.”

Kurt Busch was the first
NASCAR Cup Series driver to
wheel his winning ride up the ramp
onto the BMS Victory Lane after

winning the 2002 Food City 500.
Today there are plenty of black tire
marks up the ramp that lead to the
checkerboard floor where a huge
metal backdrop with sponsor and
track logos frames the winning car
and driver for each winnerʼs cere-
mony.

“The emotion you see from the
drivers and family members when
they visit BMS Victory Lane is truly
special,” Bedard said. “When you
win a race at Bristol you know that
you are going to this elevated area
and it just has this larger than life
feeling about it. Itʼs become a very
special place, a true destination for
all race car drivers. The oneʼs who
havenʼt been there dream about
getting there one day. You always
hear young drivers talk about ʻget-
ting to the roof at Bristol one dayʼ
and that just puts the whole special
experience into perspective.”

As the air fills with anticipation
for the green flag to drop for the
2021 Bass Pro Shops NRA Night
Race, Sept. 18 at 7:30 p.m.
(NBCSN and PRN Radio), with so
much at stake in the Cup Series
Playoffs, fans can expect more
magical moments to unfold in BMS
Victory Lane as NASCARʼs best
drivers compete in close quarters in
pursuit of a coveted victory on the
storied short track. Youʼll get to see
all of your favorite drivers racing
hard to advance in the Playoffs, in-
cluding Bristol dominator Kyle
Busch, Food City Dirt Race winner
Joey Logano, three-time Bristol
winner Brad Keselowski, defending
Night Race winner Kevin Harvick,
Bristol All-Star Race winner and de-
fending series champ Chase Elliott,
and five-time season winner Kyle
Larson, who is still looking for his
first BMS Cup victory.

Dover Intʼl Speedway
There have been 103 NASCAR

Cup Series races contested at
Dover International Speedway.

Since 1969, the events have
been contested anywhere from 300
to 500 miles, on asphalt or con-
crete. For 52 years, the races have
been decided by less than a sec-
ond or more than five laps. Through
10 presidential administrations, the
race champions have received
small silver cups, larger awards
and 65-pound Monster Trophies.

While the cars, technology,
safety measures and rules have all
shifted in that span, one Dover race
remains a constant as a fan fa-
vorite and stands above the others
as a thrilling scene, a historic occa-
sion and a memorable experience.

The 64th NASCAR Cup Series 
(Continued Next Page)
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race at Dover was the
“MBNA Cal Ripken, Jr.
400,” with the baseball
legend serving as the
raceʼs grand marshal
during his final season
in the big leagues.
Having the future Hall
of Famer wave the
green flag alone would
have put the race in a
special place among
Dover events. But
thatʼs just a minor fea-
ture of this particular
race.

The raceʼs date
was Sunday, Sept. 23, 2001 – 12
days after the tragedies of the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks in New
York, Washington and Shanksville,
Pa. After several days of mourning
and cancellations, society in gen-
eral, and the sports world, gradu-
ally began returning to normal in
the next week.

The same weekend as the
“MBNA Cal Ripken, Jr. 400,” col-
lege football and the NFL returned
to the sports landscape as well with
large crowds, but the 135,000 fans
that packed the Monster Mile that
Sunday afternoon was the largest
gathering of Americans in one
place since the attacks. Nobody
who was there for NASCARʼs re-
turn to the track is likely to ever for-
get it.

As the nation marks the 20th an-
niversary of the Sept. 11 attacks
and their aftermath, Dover Interna-
tional Speedway, through taped in-
terviews and contemporary
memories, recalls its unique contri-
bution to Americaʼs recovery.

****
NASCAR was heading to New

Hampshire Motor Speedway on the
weekend of Sept. 14-16, 2001. Jeff
Gordon was well on his way to win-
ning his fourth NASCAR Cup Se-
ries title, Jimmie Johnson was two
weeks away from making his Cup
Series debut and the sport was
heading toward the finish line on a
tumultuous season that had begun
with the death of Dale Earnhardt
Sr. on the final lap of the Daytona
500.

The travel plans to New England
were halted as Americans huddled
around television sets all across
the country on the morning of Tues-
day, Sept. 11, 2001, to see smoke
emerging from the towers of the
World Trade Center in New York.

DENIS MCGLYNN (Dover Mo-
torsports, Inc. President and CEO)

“I was in my office when it oc-
curred. Our first thought is it was an

accident. The visuals were awful.
We all agreed this was our genera-
tionʼs Pearl Harbor. Making phone
calls was impossible. You just didnʼt
know when it was all going to end.”

As details emerged as the day
went on, McGlynnʼs connections to
the New York attacks became
starker. One was immediate – his
brother worked in the South Tower
but made his way safely away from
the initial attack and the subse-
quent destruction following the
towerʼs collapse.

Another link was McGlynnʼs
roots. McGlynn was born at St. Vin-
centʼs Hospital in lower Manhattan,
where many attack victims were
transported.

As it became apparent that nor-
mal American life would be at a
standstill for several days, McG-
lynnʼs thinking quickly shifted to the
upcoming NASCAR weekend at
Dover International Speedway,
scheduled for Sept. 21-23.

DALE EARNHARDT JR.
(NASCAR Hall of Famer, 26 career
Cup Series wins)

“Nobody knew how to act or
what was the right thing to do or
how we were supposed to respond,
and the whole country was really
sort of in shock and couldnʼt believe
that this had happened.

“The attitude amongst NASCAR
and what you were hearing outside
of NASCAR was that we need to
be doing what weʼre doing or what
weʼre supposed to be doing. This
isnʼt going to stop what we do or
how we live or how we act.”

MCGLYNN
“I had called [then NASCAR

president Mike Helton] to see what
the thinking was. He called back
later that week and said they were
going to cancel New Hampshire
and we were up. That really started
the ball rolling.”

From there the Dover staff went
to work, continuing preparations for
the regular crush of approximately
200,000 people for a typical race
weekend, but also coordinating
various law enforcement personnel
facing unprecedented challenges.

MCGLYNN
“We had virtually every law en-

forcement agency here – federal,
state, local. We were all meeting
each other for the first time and put-
ting together some cohesive plan
and preparing for 200,000 people
for the weekend. Tensions were
very high. Nobody could predict
where the next threat would come
from, whether it was a vehicle or a
bomb strapped to someone.

“Apprehension is probably as
good a word as you can find. No
one knew what to expect. We had

just seen some pretty horrifying
things on TV and the last thing we
wanted was something like that to
happen here. Not a lot of sleep was
had at night. Everybody was so
busy during that week that I donʼt
think there was much time to con-
sider emotions.”

JIM HOSFELT (Assistant Vice
President, Public Safety & Track
Operations, Dover International
Speedway; former City of Dover
(Del.) Police Chief)

“The coordination between city,
state and federal public safety
agencies was at a level that I had
never experienced. At Dover PD
we prepared by staging specialty
equipment in approved locations in
and around the track. We con-
ducted several exercises and
toured the facility to try and learn all
the small nuances that only a
Speedway employee would have
known to help better prepare us in
the event that we had catastrophic
event.”

Some on-the-fly adjustments
had to take place with pre-race
planning involving security meas-
ures. For instance, for the first time
in track history, no coolers were al-
lowed in the grandstands for this
weekend. For another, there were
many more security checkpoints to
maneuver through before fans
reached their seats.

MCGLYNN
“If we had 500 trash cans

around the Speedway and the
campgrounds, every one of them
was getting looked at half a dozen
times per day.

None of the threats we were
hearing were big in retrospect but
at the moment they were huge.”

MIKE HELTON (Vice Chairman,
NASCAR)

“Everybody got through the
heartbreaking impact of Tuesday,
Sept. 11. The decision not to go to
New Hampshire was made. It took
us two or three days after that
Tuesday to have a level of confi-
dence that we can do this. That
level of confidence came from the
industry itself inside our garages
and race teams. It came from the
federal government helping and
saying we can believe you can do
that and hereʼs what we can do.
And Denis McGlynn and his staff
put all the parts and pieces to-
gether that made the weekend so
very special. A lot of those proto-
cols – particularly the relationship
with the federal government and
the resources they have – we still
use those today 20 years later.”

MICHAEL LEWIS (Manager of
Communications, Dover Interna-
tional Speedway)

“This was the first NASCAR race
I ever attended, even though I grew
up only about 20 miles away from
the track. I was three months out of
college and was working for the
Delaware State News in Dover and
was assigned to write a feature
piece on the atmosphere around
the track. I didnʼt know anything
about extra or different security
measures because I had nothing to
compare it to. I was just concen-
trating on beating the traffic, getting
settled in the media center and
chatting with fans.”

HOSFELT
“If I felt anything I was anxious –

never nervous – just anxious to get
to work and start the day. The day
flew by me. I had always enjoyed
working the events at the Speed-
way, but on this day it was special
and something I was proud to be a
part of.” 
One masterstroke of pre-race plan-
ning that Dover and race sponsor
MBNA collaborated on was the dis-
tribution of American flags at the
gates for all customers. The crowd
shots of thousands of cheering and
chanting fans waving U.S. flags led
to some beautiful and powerful im-
ages across the NBC national
broadcast and memorable mo-
ments for those in attendance.

EARNHARDT
“There [were] a ton of American

flags everywhere. Everywhere you
turned there was a reminder or ev-
idence of what the country had
gone through, was going through,
what everybodyʼs attitude was
about it, and it sort of built up over
the weekend. And it was emotional.
It was heavy.”

HOSFELT
“As we grew closer to the start of

the race it was common for the Mo-
torcycle Unit to park together out-
side Gate 1 [near the Start-Finish
line] for a picture and then walk into
grandstands and watch the start of
the race. When I stood at the start
finish line and looked at 135,000
fans some dressed patriotically and
most waiving the American flag it is
something that I will never forget.”

With the help of NASCAR offi-
cials, the track lined up country
music superstar Tanya Tucker to
sing the national anthem and Lee
Greenwood to sing his patriotic hit
“God Bless the USA” during pre-
race ceremonies.

JEFF GORDON (NASCAR Hall
of Famer, Four-time NASCAR Cup
Series champion, 93 career
NASCAR Cup Series wins)

“Weʼve united in a way that has
just inspired everybody. I think
thatʼs what weʼre here to do this 

(Continued Next Page)
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weekend. Not only to
do our jobs and get
back to some type of
normalcy but to show
those out there that
weʼre not going to
allow anybody to take
away our freedom.”

MCGLYNN
“The crowd was

electrifying. They did a
big wave. There were
many ʻU-S-A, U-S-Aʼ
chants. Just reciting
that now gives me
goose bumps. Tanya
Tucker sang ʻGod

Bless Americaʼ and the national an-
them and Lee Greenwood sang
ʻGod Bless the USA.ʼ There wasnʼt
a dry eye in the house.

LEWIS
“I remember leaving the media

center and wanting to be outside
when the anthem and other songs
were sung. After Lee Greenwood
finished I was hugged by fan in a T-
shirt – he was a complete stranger
– and he was crying at the time. He
hugged me with a beer in one hand
and I joked when I got back to the
media center that I had tears on
one shoulder and Bud Light on the
other so that made me a certified
NASCAR journalist. Looking back,
it was a pretty poignant moment.”

DALE JARRETT (NASCAR Hall
of Famer, 1999 NASCAR Cup Se-
ries champion, 32 career NASCAR
Cup Series wins)

“I see this nation coming to-
gether right here at a NASCAR
Cup Series race and thatʼs just fan-
tastic.”

Jarrett had earned the pole po-
sition for the race and led 43 of
Americaʼs best drivers to the green
flag, waved by Cal Ripken Jr.,
baseballʼs “Iron Man” who was
playing in his final season after a
lengthy career with the Baltimore
Orioles.

CAL RIPKEN JR. (Baseball Hall
of Famer and Baltimore Orioles
legend)

“Great memories of this day.
Started that morning in Dover,
Delaware, at the Monster Mile to be
the grand marshal for the ʻCal Rip-
ken 400,ʼ which was a very cool
honor. Bobby Labonte was the
driver of the Cal car, repainted in
orange and black with my retire-
ment tour logo.”

The star-studded field included
10 future NASCAR Hall of Famers
(Dale Earnhardt Jr., Bill Elliott, Jeff
Gordon, Ron Hornaday, Dale Jar-
rett, Bobby Labonte, Terry Labonte,
Mark Martin, Tony Stewart and

Rusty Wallace) and another Hall of
Famer (Benny Parsons) was one of
the NBC broadcasters in the TV
booth. Kurt Busch and Kevin Har-
vick were two of the five rookies in
the lineup.

RICHARD PETTY (NASCAR
Hall of Famer, Seven-time
NASCAR Cup Series champion,
200 career Cup Series wins)

“[Sports in general] got peopleʼs
minds off the tragedy of September
11. For a few hours anyway, they
were able to be entertained by
baseball, football, racing, whatever
it may be.”

KURT BUSCH (2004 NASCAR
Cup Series champion, 33 career
Cup Series wins)

“To go back and race at Dover –
it was magical. You could feel
everyoneʼs pride. Everyone yelled
from the top of their lungs on what
it meant to be an American. It was
like we were all there ready to go to
war together. It was an intense sit-
uation at Dover as a racer, a fan
and an American.”

MCGLYNN
“Once fans got inside and

gripped by the electrifying atmos-
phere, everybody was just happy to
be there and relieved that we were
going to be doing something fun for
a change.”

HOSFELT
“The atmosphere around the

track was exciting and patriotic –
there were no political divisions like
we have now. On that weekend in
Dover we were all Americans and
proud of it.”

LEWIS
“The theme for my story ended

up being on how everyone was
united at that time. The atmosphere
was friendly and welcoming among
all the fans. One person I inter-
viewed recalled a traffic incident
that might have led to a fight at an-
other time was resolved with a
handshake and a hug on this week-
end. There were definitely positive
vibes around the whole track.”

HELTON
“When you talk about Dover in

September 2001, I always think
first about the energy level that our
fans brought back to us that day to
give us a really good feeling about
being NASCAR and very proud of
the NASCAR fan and their spirit.
The paint schemes, the tributes in
the garage. All NASCAR events
are special but that one was the
most special one.”

The crowd was treated to a feel-
good winner as well, as Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. led a race-high 193 laps
(including the final 39) and earned
his only career Dover NASCAR
Cup Series victory by more than

1.5 seconds over runner-up Jerry
Nadeau. Ricky Rudd finished third,
followed by Gordon, Stewart and
Harvick.

After racing under the checkered
flag, Earnhardtʼs crew gave him a
giant American flag to hold out his
window, and he proceeded to circle
the track in a backward victory lap
with Old Glory trailing in the breeze
beside his No. 8 Budweiser
Chevrolet.

EARNHARDT 
“[Iʼm] glad I could be the guy to

win the race so I could carry the
American flag around there. It
made me feel good.

“[Thereʼs] no way to describe our
2001 win at the Monster Mile other
than emotional. Itʼs a day and ex-
perience I will never forget.”

LEWIS
“Iʼm embarrassed to say it, but I

actually left before the end of the
race. In those days if you werenʼt
one of the first cars out of the park-
ing lots you werenʼt moving for at
least an hour and I had other as-
signments to handle. I went back to
my home office and filed the story
but Iʼve always regretted not stick-
ing around and seeing Junior with
the American flag in person.”

MCGLYNN
“It was kind of a perfect ending

to what was a highly stressful week
and weekend.”

Ripken provided his own perfect
ending that evening back in Balti-
more as he clubbed his 431st and
final homer of his career in a na-
tionally-televised Sunday night
game.

RIPKEN
“After [the green flag waved] we

raced back to Baltimore to be with
the team for the Sunday night
game against the New York Yan-
kees. Wasnʼt feeling 100 percent,
but went deep off ʻEl Duqueʼ Or-
lando Hernandez for my final home
run in front of a packed house at
Camden Yards.”

Twenty years removed from the
events surrounding the “MBNA Cal
Ripken Jr. 400” on Sept. 23, 2001,
the memories are still strong for
those that attended, worked at and
participated in the race – not only
because of the tragedy that pre-
ceded it but the feelings of unity
and spirit that persisted during and
after the event.

LEWIS 
“Since then Iʼve covered or

worked at more than two dozen
other NASCAR Cup Series week-
ends but itʼs safe to say I could at-
tend races for another 30 or 40
years and not see another scene
like that afternoon in Dover. It was
definitely an unforgettable experi-

ence.”
HELTON
“You talk about Sept. 11, which

was 20 years ago, and COVID was
last year and weʼre still trying to fig-
ure it out. What you learn is, the
NASCAR industry and the
NASCAR fans are going to figure it
out. Weʼre going to get through it
and figure out how to get through it,
come out the others side and con-
tinue to go to the race track and
have good times.”

MCGLYNN
“It certainly enhanced my con-

viction that NASCAR fans are the
most patriotic group as a whole that
this country has. They all have sup-
port for the military and support for
the flag in common. You can see
them with the flags in the grand-
stand to this day. … It enhanced
my belief that there are no better
patriots than NASCAR fans.”

EARNHARDT
“Thereʼs only these rare times

when – no matter where you came
from, who you were, what your job
was, what your status was – you all
were on the same page, and you all
had the same feeling and attitude. 

“Going back to the race track,
being at Dover, going through that
process, seeing the reaction of the
fans – all that was sort of the be-
ginning of things being put back to-
gether.”

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - As Bristol Motor

Speedway celebrates its 60th An-
niversary, there are so many signif-
icant milestones that have
happened throughout the years
that have turned this once vast
Eastern Tennessee dairy farm into
a mega showplace for auto racing,
sports and entertainment.

In three weeks, NASCAR will re-
turn to the iconic all-concrete high-
banked oval nestled in the
mountains of the Appalachian
Highlands Region where it will chal-
lenge its drivers during all-impor-
tant NASCAR Playoff races for the
Cup Series and Camping World
Truck Series as well as set the
Playoff field during the regular sea-
son finale for its Xfinity Series.

Itʼs been called The Last Great
Colosseum, The Worldʼs Fastest
Half-Mile, Thunder Valley, The Holy
Grail of Short Tracks and most re-
cently, The Home to Big Events,
but no matter what you call it,
revered Bristol Motor Speedway
has always found a way to deliver
drama, excitement, thrilling finishes
and “Wow” moments to its legion of
fans in NASCAR Nation.

As we all prepare for the
(Continued Next Page)
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upcoming racing, and
in honor of Bristol
Motor Speedwayʼs
60th Anniversary,
below are 60 signifi-
cant moments that
have put the versatile
multi-purpose venue
on the map.

• 1961: After at-
tending a NASCAR
race in Charlotte and
wanting to bring that
type of entertainment
to their region, part-
ners Carl Moore, Larry
Carrier and R.G. Pope

built what was then called Bristol
International Raceway. The current
location, a former dairy farm sitting
on 100 acres, was selected after
their first pick, in nearby Piney
Flats, was politely rejected by local
residents.

• 1961: Jack Smith with help
from relief driver Johnny Allen
scored the first BMS Cup Series
victory, held on July 30. Popular
singer Brenda Lee performed the
first National Anthem at BMS.

• 1961: The first of three football
games hosted by BMS took place
in September during an NFL exhi-
bition game where the Washington
Redskins played the Philadelphia
Eagles. The Eagles won, 17-10.

• 1965: Track owners installed a
state-of-the-art dragstrip and it
opened under National Hot Rod
Association (NHRA) sanction. Bris-
tol Dragway sits adjacent to Bristol
Motor Speedway on the facility
campus. The facility was the first in
drag racing to house offices, luxury
suites, race control room and a
press box in a four-story tower built
directly behind the quarter-mile
track.

• 1969: After resurfacing the oval
track multiple times the track bank-
ing changed from 22 to 36 degrees.

• 1973: Cale Yarborough led all
500 laps of the BMS spring race to
earn the victory; it is one of only
three times that the feat has been
accomplished in NASCAR history.

• 1976: Lanny Hester and Gary
Baker purchase the Speedway.

• 1978: Large stadium lights are
installed around the oval track and
the first BMS Night Race is held in
August. Cale Yarborough scored
the victory.

1979: Cup Series rookie Dale
Earnhardt earned his first career
victory in April at BMS. He remains
the only rookie driver to ever win a
Cup race at Bristol.

• 1982: Phil Parsons won the
first NASCAR Xfinity Series race to

be held at BMS.
• 1983: California businessman

Warner Hodgdon purchases the
Speedway.

• 1983: The large signature BMS
Cup Series Trophy is debuted dur-
ing the August Night Race and first
presented to race winner Darrell
Waltrip.

• 1984: Darrell Waltrip earned
his seventh consecutive BMS Cup
Series victory in April, a streak that
started back in 1981. The track
record for consecutive victories still
stands today. Waltrip also holds the
record for most BMS Cup Series
victories at 12.

• 1985: Larry Carrier once again
becomes the Speedwayʼs owner.

• 1985: Dale Earnhardt outduels
Tim Richmond in an historic Night
Race, the first NASCAR race to be
televised live to a primetime audi-
ence, which aired on ESPN.

• 1992: BMS holds the first
NASCAR Cup Series race on a
concrete surface.

• 1992: Food City, a regional gro-
cery store based in nearby Abing-
don, Virginia, becomes the
entitlement sponsor for the
NASCAR Cup Series spring race
and the NASCAR Xfinity Series fall
race.

• 1995: Joe Ruttman won the
first NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series race to be held at
BMS.

• 1995: One of the most talked
about finishes in NASCAR history
took place in the August Night
Race when Dale Earnhardt
bumped Terry Labonte in turn four
on the final lap of the race, sending
Labonteʼs Chevy sliding across the
finish line. Labonte won the race
but tempers were still flaring in the
pits when Rusty Wallace con-
fronted Earnhardt for an early race
altercation. Words were exchanged
and Wallace famously threw a
water bottle at The Intimidator to
show his frustration. The two driv-
ers ultimately had to be separated
by teammates and race officials.

• 1996: O. Bruton Smith and
Speedway Motorsports purchased
BMS from Larry Carrier.

• 1997: BMS introduces the in-
novative Pinnacle Speedway in
Lights holiday light spectacular
which invites visitors to tour a five-
mile route through the facility cam-
pus that is decked with amazing
holiday lights and displays that runs
from November through January.
The tour takes guests onto the ac-
tual BMS track and the ovalʼs infield
serves as a festive Christmas Vil-
lage. Proceeds from the event go
to the trackʼs chapter of Speedway
Childrenʼs Charities.

• 1998: BMS renovates its
grandstands and doubles its seat-
ing capacity to more than 135,000
seats.

• 1998: Smith purchases Bristol
Dragway from brothers Duane and
Rick Ruth and totally renovated the
property and constructed a brand-
new tower with an awning-covered
observation deck on its roof and in-
stalled a new track surface with
new retaining walls alongside it.
More than 15,000 cubic yards of
dirt was moved in the transforma-
tion.

• 1999: Bristol Dragway hosts a
unique NHRA race called the Win-
ston Showdown that pits Top Fuel
dragsters vs. Funny Cars. NHRA
legend John Force won the first
Showdown race. The format was
also held the next year before the
NHRA national event returned to
Bristol Dragway in 2001. This Oc-
tober the track will host the 20th an-
nual NHRA Thunder Valley
Nationals as part of the NHRA
Countdown to the Championship
playoffs.

• 1999: One of the most iconic
Cup Series races in NASCAR his-
tory took place at BMS in August
when Dale Earnhardt bumped
Terry Labonte out of the way on the
final lap en route to his ninth track
victory. With some fans booing
Earnhardt while he celebrated in
Victory Lane he famously said, “I
didnʼt mean to wreck him, I just
meant to rattle his cage.”

• 2000: BMS transformed its
concrete racing surface to dirt to
hold a special World of Outlaws
race in the summer. The event was
such a hit that BMS did it again in
2001 and brought the Outlaws
back along with Super Late Mod-
els. Sammy Swindell won the main
Spring Car features both years.

• 2002: BMS completed its first
pedestrian tunnel into the infield in
Turn 3. The second tunnel in Turn 4
was added in 2007.

• 2002: BMS Victory Lane was
relocated to the roof top of the Bal-
lad Health Infield Care Center.

• 2004: The three-story Bristol
Motor Speedway administration
building, known as The Bruton
Smith Building, opened its doors to
employees and guests.

• 2004: Dale Earnhardt Jr.
scored his first BMS victory during
the August Night Race and in his
Victory Lane interview shouted “Itʼs
Bristol, Baby!” which ignited a
frenzy among fans and gave the
speedway a brand-new slogan that
carries on to this day. Today that
phrase remains as meaningful and
powerful as it was that night. It has
become synonymous with Bristol

Motor Speedway and the experi-
ence it offers.

• 2007: BMS installs a new con-
crete race surface with variable
banking of 24 to 28 degrees, and a
new state-of-the-art Media Center
was constructed.

• 2010: At BMS in August, Kyle
Busch becomes the first driver in
NASCAR history to win all three
major NASCAR Series races in a
single weekend.

• 2012: BMS has been known to
make driversʼ tempers flare on
more than one occasion and one of
the most talked about incidents in
BMS history took place at the Night
Race when Tony Stewart threw his
helmet at rival Matt Kensethʼs car
on pit road after the two had tan-
gled in an earlier on-track incident.  

• 2013: Country music legend
Charlie Daniels performed at BMS
during the Food City 500 pre-race
show. Honoring its location in Bris-
tol, Tennessee, the Birthplace of
Country Music, several country
artists in addition to Daniels have
performed during BMS pre-race
ceremonies over the years includ-
ing Joe Nichols, Randy Houser,
Cody Jinx, Pryor & Lee, Kellie Pick-
ler, A Thousand Horses, Clare
Dunn, Dierks Bentley, Travis Den-
ning, Old Crow Medicine Show,
Colt Ford and the Doobie Brothers
to name a few.

• 2014: BMS officially christens
the stadium as The Last Great
Colosseum and awards its first
BMS Gladiator Sword to Carl Ed-
wards at the Food City 500. 

• 2015: Survey data reveals that
BMS ticket holders come from all
50 states and 20 different coun-
tries.

• 2016: In April, an engineering
team installed Colossus TV, the
worldʼs largest outdoor permanent
center-hung television. The four-
sided screen requires 117 tons of
thick steel cabling to hoist the mas-
sive 700-ton structure.

• 2016: In September, the track
hosted the Pilot Flying J Battle at
Bristol college football game be-
tween the University of Tennessee
and Virginia Tech. The Volunteers
defeated the Hokies 45-24 and the
game, which was televised on
ESPN, set an NCAA-record for at-
tendance at 156,990.

• 2016: ESPNʼs popular show
College Gameday went live from
the BMS campus prior to kick-off
for the Pilot Flying J Battle at Bris-
tol. Dale Earnhardt Jr. joined hosts
Rece Davis, Kirk Herbstreit and
Lee Corso on the set for an inter-
view, where Corso predicted a Ten-
nessee Volunteers victory by 

(Continued Next Page)
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donning an oversize
white UT racing hel-
met.

• 2016: BMS is
known for its patriotic
themes and red, white
and blue displays, but
perhaps its most mov-
ing performance of the
Star-Spangled Banner
took place before the
Pilot Flying J Battle at
Bristol when country
artist Jennifer Nettles
unleashed a goose-
bump-inducing, criti-
c a l l y - a c c l a i m e d

rendition of the National Anthem to
officially kick off the historic game.

• 2016: The Friday night before
the Pilot Flying J Battle at Bristol,
BMS featured country music su-
perstar Kenny Chesney, an East
Tennessee native, in the Honda
Ridgeline Presents: Bristolʼs Tail-
gate Party, with opening acts The
Band Perry and Old Dominion. The
concert drew an estimated crowd of
more than 40,000.

• 2016: A week after the Battle at
Bristol, BMS hosted another col-
lege football game, the Bucs at
Bristol presented by Food City. The
game featured nearby East Ten-
nessee State University taking on
Western Carolina University. The
home-team favorite Buccaneers
pulled off a late rally to win the
game 34-31. The game also set an
ETSU home game attendance
record at more than 14,000.

• 2017: Longtime BMS partner
Food City, which has been the title
sponsor for the Food City 500 since
1992, celebrated its 25th anniver-
sary as sponsor of the NASCAR
Cup Series event. Their entitlement
sponsorship is the second-longest
for a race in NASCAR history be-
hind the Coca-Cola 600 at Char-
lotte Motor Speedway.

• 2017: BMS creates the Dale
Earnhardt Jr. Scholarship in honor
of the legendary second-genera-
tion driver who retired from full-time
Cup Series racing at the end of the
season. The annual award of
$2,088 is presented to a student
who is pursuing an education in au-
tomotive technology or hospitality
and tourism.

• 2017: In April, Kyle Larson set
the BMS Xfinity Series track per-
formance record at 127.988 mph
(14.992 seconds) in a Chevy.

• 2017: Kyle Busch duplicates
his amazing feat of winning all
three major NASCAR Series races
in a single weekend for a second
time at BMS. He remains the only

driver to ever accomplish the im-
pressive feat.

• 2017: In May BMS hosts the
U.S. Short Track Nationals for
Super Late Model and Pro Late
Model racers from across the coun-
try. Bubba Wallace is among the
winners of the inaugural event.

• 2017: Bristol Dragway hosted
the popular Street Outlaws series
from the Discovery Channel for
their first event on a major drag rac-
ing facility. Fans from nearly every
state on the East Coast came in
droves to attend the event that of-
fered $100,000 to win that was ulti-
mately claimed by Justin “Big
Chief” Shearer.

• 2019: Ryan Blaney set the
NASCAR Cup Series track record
at BMS in April with a fast lap of
132.075 mph (14.528 seconds) in
a Ford.

• 2020: In April, William Bryon
raced to victory in the first iRacing
Pro Invitational event called the
Food City Showdown at virtual
Bristol Motor Speedway.

• 2020: BMS hosts the presti-
gious NASCAR All-Star Race on
July 15. At the time, BMS is only
the third track in NASCAR history
to host the event that pays the win-
ner $1 million. Chase Elliott took
the checkered flag in the BMS All-
Star Race, his first victory in the
marquee special event.

• 2020: BMS hosts a round of
the NASCAR Playoffs for the first
time in history, during the Septem-
ber running of the Bass Pro Shops
NRA Night Race. Veteran driver
Kevin Harvick raced to the victory
and secures his spot in the Round
of 12. It was Harvickʼs third career
BMS victory.

• 2020: In December, BMS and
the city of Nashville announce they
are exploring a potential agreement
for a long-term lease for the
Nashville Fairgrounds Speedway.

• 2021: For the second time in its
history, BMS transformed its racing
surface to dirt to host a variety of
races, including the inaugural Karl
Kustoms Bristol Dirt Nationals,
which featured eight different
classes and more than 1,200 rac-
ers.

• 2021: In March, BMS and
Speedway Motorsports officials
and the Mayor of Nashville entered
into a letter of intent to allow BMS
to operate the historic Nashville
Fairgrounds Speedway with the po-
tential return of NASCAR to the fa-
cility.

• 2021: BMS hosts the Food City
Dirt Race in March, the first
NASCAR Cup Series race to be
held on a dirt surface in more than
50 years; The NASCAR Camping

World Truck Series also competed
during the weekend.

• 2021: In April, BMS closed out
its dirt racing activities for the year
by hosting the World of Outlaws
Sprint Cars and Super Late Models
in two weekends of high-horse-
power action. David Gravel won
both WoO Sprint Car feature races
in the Bristol Throwdown and the
Super Late Model races in the Bris-
tol Bash were won by Josh
Richards and Devin Moran.

• 2021: BMS welcomed
YouTube sensation Dude Perfect in
June and hosted their Chaos at the
Colosseum “bucket list” event
which culminated with the Dudes
competing in a demolition derby
event on the dirt-covered BMS
backstretch.

• 2021: In August NASCAR offi-
cials conducted an official test at
BMS with its Next Gen car, driven
by Christopher Bell. The Next Gen
is scheduled to debut in official Cup
Series competition in the 2022 sea-
son.

• 2021: The Thunder Valley Am-
phitheatre, a new music venue con-
structed on Bristol Dragway
property, hosted its first major event
in August with country music pow-
erhouse Alabama and famed
1970s rock band America perform-
ing for a large contingent of fans.

As the air fills with anticipation
for the green flag to drop for the
2021 Bass Pro Shops NRA Night
Race, Sept. 18 at 7:30 p.m.
(NBCSN and PRN Radio), with so
much at stake in the Cup Series
Playoffs, fans can expect more
milestones to unfold as NASCARʼs
best drivers compete in pursuit of a
coveted victory on the storied short
track. Youʼll get to see all of your fa-
vorite drivers racing hard to ad-
vance in the Playoffs, including
Bristol dominator Kyle Busch, Food
City Dirt Race winner Joey Logano,
three-time Bristol winner Brad Ke-
selowski, defending Night Race
winner Kevin Harvick, Bristol All-
Star Race winner and defending
series champ Chase Elliott, and
five-time season winner Kyle Lar-
son, who is still looking for his first
BMS Cup victory.

In the Food City 300, NASCAR
Xfinity Series favorites Austin Cin-
dric, A.J. Allmendinger, Noah Grag-
son, Harrison Burton and Justin
Allgaier will be trying to lock in their
Playoff positions in the seasonʼs
final regular season race (Sept. 17,
7:30 p.m., NBCSN, PRN Radio).
Meanwhile, headliners John Hunter
Nemechek, Ben Rhodes and de-
fending champ Sheldon Creed will
battle for an elimination Playoff
race victory Thursday night in the

UNOH 200 presented by Ohio Lo-
gistics Camping World Truck Se-
ries race (Sept. 16, 9 p.m., FS1,
MRN Radio). The rising stars in the
ARCA Menards Series also will
take on the challenging half-mile
oval in the Bushʼs Beans 200 as
part of a Thursday night double-
header (Sept. 16, 6:30 p.m., FS1,
MRN Radio).

Texas Motor Speedway
Dirt Track

FORT WORTH, TX - The dirt-fly-
ing, nonstop action on the Texas
Motor Speedway Dirt Track is
showcased Sept. 13-18 with the
Texas Dirt Nationals highlighted by
the $50,000-to-win Super Late
Model crown jewel. 

The areaʼs best dirt track racers
in Outlaw Modifieds, Texas Modi-
fieds, Southern Limited Modifieds,
Eco Modifieds, Factory Stock,
Stock, Outlaw Street Stock, Hor-
nets, Dwarf Cars and Super Late
Models will battle all week long on
the famed four-tenths-mile Texas
Motor Speedway Dirt Track, mark-
ing the largest event to be held at
the facility in history 

It all comes down to six nights of
on-track action to determine cham-
pions in 10 categories. Itʼs all about
practice on Monday (Sept. 13),
then qualifying Tuesday through
Thursday (Sept. 14-16) and the
main events Friday and Saturday
(Sept. 17-18). Friday night will fea-
ture the $10,000-to-win Super Late
Models and $25,000-to-win Outlaw
Modifieds. Saturdayʼs feature will
be the $50,000-to-win Super Late
Model race. Over $500,000 in cash
prize are on the line!

Information on tickets, parking,
camping and entry is available at
www.texasdirtnationals.com. 

No outside food or beverage is
allowed. Clear bags are allowed
and are subject to inspection by se-
curity officials and can be no larger
than 14” X 14” X 14”. Binoculars,
scanners and cameras are allowed
inside the Texas Motor Speedway
Dirt Track.

All of the XR Events from the
Texas Motor Speedway Dirt Track
are streamed on raceXR.plus and
the raceXR+ Apps, available on a
number of devices, under the
Monthly Subscription.

Tickets for the Oct. 16-17
NASCAR Cup Series Autotrader
EchoPark Automotive 500 week-
end, are on sale now at
http://www.texasmotorspeedway.co
m.  Keep track of all of Texas Motor
Speedwayʼs events by following
on Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram. Keep up with all the latest
news on the  TMS mobile app.
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Clinton County
Speedway

MILL HALL, PA -
Cruz Kepner of
Kramer topped a field
of 30 RaceSaver
Sprint cars to earn his
first career victory on
Friday night.  “We
came here tonight to
prepare for the up-
coming Nittany 40 in a
few weeks,” said an
excited Kepner in vic-
tory lane.   “Itʼs great to
go home tonight as
the winner over a solid
field of sprint cars.”
Other winners of the

night sponsored by Murray Ford of
Lock Haven included AJ Stroup in
the Pro Stocks, Ross Perchak in
the 270s, Timmy Bittner of Beech
Creek in the 600s, and Blake Sny-
der of Hughesville in the Four
Cylinders 

Larry McVay of Bordentown, NJ
and Josh Beamer of Picture Rocks
led the full field of 24 sprint cars to
the green flag.  Beamer raced side
by side with McVay into the first
turn, as the duo exited turn one
Beamer had a slight advantage.
Fourth place starter, Dylan Proctor
of Lock Haven was running a close
third and took over the second po-
sition by the completion of lap num-
ber two with Austin Greenland in
third, McVay in fourth and Kepner,
who started eighth running in the
top five.  

The first caution of the night
waved on lap number eight, when
Dakota Schweikart slowed coming
out of turn number four.   Following
the restart, Beamer held off the
challenges of Proctor as Greenland
and Kepner battled for third and
fourth.  On lap number fourteen,
the leaders began to work their way
through lapped traffic.  Beamer was
able to navigate the traffic, but also
knew that Proctor, Kepner, Green-
land and McVay were closing in.  

On lap number sixteen, Kepner
made the pass for the runner up
position.  For the next few laps, the
leaders raced through lapped traffic
with Kepner keeping pace with
Beamer.   As they entered the turn
in lapped traffic, Beamer committed
to the low side, while Kepner held
the top line.   As the leaders came
to the line to complete lap number
eighteen, Kepner was the new race
leader.   On the next circuit, the
caution waved for Dominic Melair
who stopped on the back stretch.
The restart had Kepner leading
Beamer, Proctor, Garrett Bard, and
McVey.   For the final six laps, Kep-
ner maintained the lead.

On lap number 21, the leaders
entered lapped traffic once again.
Beamer tried to use the lap traffic
to his advantage, hoping for a mis-
take from Kepner.  Kepner kept the
intense pace to secure his first ca-
reer win in sprint car competition.
Beamer was second, Garrett Bard
rallied from twelfth to finish third,
Proctor was fourth, and McVay
completed the top five.  Sixth
through tenth were Dale
Schweikart, Greenland, Dustin
Prettyleaf, Matt Tebbs and Scott
Lutz.  Heats were won by Jared
Zionkowski, Bard and Reed
Thompson.  The Consolation event
was won by Ryan Lynn.  

The opening lap of the 270
Micro Sprint Summer Champi-
onship saw Mac Wert lead the first
circuit.   By the completion of lap
number two, Jeffrey Weaver
charged to the front with Sean
Stolz, Hayden Walizer, Mac Wert
and Ross Perchak in the top five.
Perchak moved into third on lap
number three and took the second
spot on lap number four.  For the
next several laps, the top three
were in contention for the win.   On
lap number eight, Perchak made a
challenge for the lead and took the
position away from Weaver on lap
number nine, in the meantime Stolz
was also looking to advance, but
got a little bit sideways coming out
of turn four.  He regained control of
the car but lost several positions as
a result.

With five laps to go, Perchak led
Weaver, Denny Rinehimer, Skeetz
Hockenbrock and Wert, while
Stoltz rebounded back to sixth.   On
that same lap, the red flag came
out when Rich Damore flipped his
car in turn number three.   Follow-
ing the restart, Stoltz was able to
capitalize and raced his way into
the top three.   As the checkered
flag waved, Perchak claimed the
win over Weaver, Stoltz, Rinehimer
and Hockenbrock.  Sixth through
tenth were Wert, Shaun Musser,

Logan Hammaker, Levi Brungard
and Walizer.  Heat races were won
by Perchak and Stoltz  

Robert Tressler of Lock Haven
and AJ Stroup lead the field to the
green flag for the Pro Stock feature
event.   Stroup led the first two laps
before Tressler took the position
away.   By the completion of lap
number five, Tessler led Stroup, AY
Schilling, Noah Jensen and Corey
Long.   At the race's midway point
Tressler continued to hold off the
challenges by Stroup as the lead-
ers entered lapped traffic.  

Jensen took over the second po-
sition on lap number 10 and Long
shuffled Tressler back to fourth by
advancing into the third position as
Jason Smith moved into the top
five.   Stroup continued to lead the
final laps of the race to earn the vic-
tory over Jensen, Long, Tressler
and Smith.   Sixth through tenth
were Gary Mellott, AY Schilling,
Brandon Moser, Rooster Peters,
and Kris Orwig Sr.  Heats were won
by Long and Stroup.  

Timmy Bittner of Beech Creek
used his front row starting spot to
take the lead on lap one of the 600
Micro Sprint feature event.   Third
place starter Jeffrey Weaver moved
into second while Stone Keller ran
in third.   The event's only caution
came out on lap number nine when
Dan Tripoli slowed on the back
stretch.  Bittner executed a flawless
restart to hold off the challenge of
Weaver.  Bittner cruised to the vic-
tory over Weaver, Keller, Derek
Swartz, and Josh Beamer.  Jeffrey
Weaver won the heat race.

In the Four Cylinder Division,
Joey and Nick Snook brought the
field to the green flag.  Joe won the
battle to lead the first lap.   The cau-
tion flag came out for fourth place
starter Chloe Smith.  While under
the caution, front row starter Nick
Snook and eight place starter Mad-
dox Smith went into the pits.   ON
the following lap the caution flag
waved again for Josh Stringfellow.

While under yellow, fifth place
starter Skylar Witchley went to the
pit area and Sith place starter Cody
Stover stopped on the track.   Once
back to racing action, Snook would
continue to set the place and would
lead the first five laps of the race.
By the completion of lap number

six, Blake Snyder made a pass for
the lead, with Dillan Craft moving
into the runner up position one lap
later.  The leaders soon encoun-
tered lapped traffic.

Snyder would continue to lead to
edge out Dillan Craft, Joey Snook,
Cody Stove and Jimmy Moyer.
Sixth through tenth were Coty
Maines, Dustin Miller, Hunter
Flook, Andrew Rickets, and Bryan
Hackenberg.  Heats were won by
Moyer, Snook, and Maddox Smith.

The Clinton County Speedway
returns this Friday with another 5
division show featuring the Race-
Saver Sprints, Pro Stocks, 270
Micro Sprints, 600 Micro Sprints
and the Four Cylinders.  It will be
the final points races of the season
presented by RC Bowman Inc.
Gates Open at 5PM, Hot laps at
7PM and Racing at 7:30.  For more
speedway information visit
www.ClintonCountySpeedway.com.

Florence Motor Speedway
TIMMONSVILLE, SC - Ryan

Glenski and Matt Linker split Twin
40-lappers for the NASCAR Ad-
vance Auto Parts Weekly Series
Late Model Stock cars Saturday
night at Florence Motor Speedway.

After starting from the pole in
race one, Linker jumped out to the
lead but was overtaken by Glenski
on lap three.  The two went back-
and-forth with Linker going back
out front on lap 21, before Glenski
fought back to take the lead for the
final time one lap later.  Glenski led
the rest of the way for his third win
of the season over Linker, 2021
track champion Matt Cox, Casey
Kelley, and RA Brown.  

For race two, the top seven fin-
ishers were inverted putting Kade
Brown and Justin Milliken on the
front row.  Milliken stumbled on the
start, allowing Kelley to make it
three-wide for the lead entering
turn one.  Kelley would lead until
lap 10 when RA Brown moved to
the front.  RA Brown continued to
lead until lap 31 when he and
Linker slammed doors on the
frontstretch.  Linker went on to lead
the rest of the way for his first win of
the season over RA Brown, Glen-
ski, Cox, and K. Brown.  

Talon Gallimore survived a wild
race to win his second Charger 
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Kruz Kepner wins 1st Career Sprint Car Feature Event at Clinton
County Speedway. (CCS photo)
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division race of 2021.
It all started when front
row starters Ricky
Locklair, Jr. and Averitt
Lucas spun in turn one
and collected Archie
Adams, Sr.  Gallimore
assumed the lead
from there and would
continue to pace the
field when the caution
waved on lap 13 when
Brian Owens spun off
turn three.  Gallimore
led the rest of the way
for his second win of
the season over

Michael Grooms, track champion
Archie Adams, Jr., Averitt Lucas,
and Brendan Lee.  

SuperTruck champion Strom Alt-
man led flag-to-flag for his sixth win
of the season.  Rounding out the
top five were Cody Kelley, Neal
Grant, Clay Thomas, and Adam
Fulford.     

AJ Sanders and Kevin Jackson
traded the lead back-and-forth be-
fore Sanders took control with 11
laps to go and led the rest of the
way for his eighth Mini Stock race
of 2021. 

Sanders also captured the track
championship with the win followed
by Jeffrey Kummer, Kevin Jackson,
Truett Miranda, and Corey Single-
ton.  

The Street Stocks returned and
Ricky Locklair, Jr. brought home
the win after a great battle with sec-
ond place finisher Gary Ledbetter.
Following Locklair and Ledbetter at
the finish were Wayne Locklair, JR
Moore, and Robert Filipiak.  

After points leader Drake
Williamson was eliminated in a first
lap crash, Jacob OʼNeal fought his
way through the field to fight from
behind for the Allison Legacy Se-
ries win and track championship.
Following OʼNeal at the finish were
David Smith, Richard Parker,
Parker Davis, and Easton Brewer.  

Josh Speas passed Mitchell
Thompson on lap 12 to win the
Legends feature over Jaiden Bowl-
ing, Damon Burdette, and Sean
McElearney.  Greg Tumbleston
held off Howard Leonard, Jr. for the
Thunder & Lightening win, and
Riley Music was the Bandolero win-
ner.  

The next race at Florence Motor
Speedway will be on Saturday
night, October 2nd when the tour-
ing stars of the CARS Tour return. 

Be sure to “Like” Florence Motor
Speedway on Facebook, follow
@FlorenceMSpdwy on Twitter to
keep up on all thatʼs going on in

2021, visit fmspeedway.com. or
watch all the action live each week
on fmspeedway.tv.

Goodyear
All American Speedway

JACKSONVILLE, NC - Rusty
Daniels snapped a winless streak
dating back to 2017 with a domi-
nant performance in Saturday
nightʼs American Heroes Tribute at
Goodyear All American Speedway.

Daniels, who won a champi-
onship at the 4/10-mile track in
Jacksonville in 2009, started the

race in the second position but
quickly raced his way past pole-sit-
ter Brandon Clements to take the
lead.  From there, he never looked
back as he cruised to his first win
since winning a 100-lap Limited
Late Model race at Southern Na-
tional Motorsports Park in Lucama
in 2017.

Iʼm going to be honest with you,
I owe it all to Kevin [Bell] for believ-
ing in me for one thing and we got
this car,” Daniels said in victory
lane.  “Itʼs been sitting in the garage
for three years and his wife got on

him and said weʼre going to finish
it.  Since July 4th, weʼve been
pounding on this thing to get it
done.  We got it done and we came
Tuesday and rode, real good
piece.  Andy [Smith] hadnʼt even
seen it.  He couldnʼt come, he had
to work.  This is his first time.  We
ran two practices, made some ad-
justments, and here we are.  Itʼs
amazing to have technology like
everyone else.”

Daniels, who was emotional in
victory lane, thanked his friends
and family who have stuck with him
over the years as heʼs continued
racing through trial and triumph.
“Iʼve got to thank all my family for
putting up with this crap,” Daniels
remarked.  “I work a lot of hours.  A
lot of things go un-talked about.  My
mom and dad, my number one
fans, theyʼve been beside me for a
lot of years.  For my dad to get to
see me win again is awesome.
Andy Smith, canʼt describe a friend-
ship youʼve got in somebody like
him and myself.  Weʼve been rac-
ing together since 2007.  Itʼs an
awesome relationship.”

Danielsʼ last win at the track,
which previously ran under the
name Coastal Plains Raceway,
came in 2012 driving for Donald
Chase.  Since then, heʼs also won
races at Southern National Motor-
sports Park and at the now-defunct
East Carolina Motor Speedway in
Robersonville.

Daniels also thanked runner-up
finisher Brandon Clements for rac-
ing him clean.

Veteran racer Louis White fin-
ished in third.

Trey Massengill picked up his
first win in the Goodyear All Ameri-
can Speedway era on Saturday
night, edging out Josh Eubanks in
a photofinish.

Initially, based on electronic
scoring, Eubanks had been de-
clared the winner, but the finish was
immediately placed under review
and, after reviewing videotape pro-
vided by Speed51.TV, the result
was overturned and Massengill
was awarded the victory.

“We both use the same engine
builder, Matt Broughton, he does a
fantastic job putting these motors at
the front of the pack,” Massengill
said.  “Theyʼve got amazing power.
Helps us out tremendously while
weʼre at the track.  Thank him and
my whole racing team enough.  We
all come out here together and
have a great time and do every
time we come out here.”

Massengill dedicated his win to
Mark Watson, a longtime racer who
has been a fixture in the racing 
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Ryan Glenski (below) and Matt Linker (top) split Twin 40-lappers for
the NASCAR Advance Auto Parts Weekly Series Late Model Stock
cars Saturday night at Florence Motor Speedway. (FMS photos)

Rusty Daniels celebrates in victory lane after winning at Goodyear
All American Speedway. (Eric Creel photo)
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community in Eastern
North Carolina for a
generation.  Watson is
in the hospital recover-
ing from COVID-19.

Legends driver
Billy Hall, who sus-
tained injuries a few
years ago in a crash at
Southern National Mo-
torsports Park, also
raced to victory lane
on Saturday night and,
like Massengill, dedi-
cated his win to Wat-
son.

“Glad to win one
for Mark Watson,” Hall said.  “Weʼre
continuing to pray for his recovery
as he battles complications from
COVID-19.”

Travis Miller scored the win in a
sensational Mini Stock race over
Joseph Pittman, who had at one
point looked like he was done for
the night when flames erupted
under the hood of his car.  How-
ever, the issue was minor and
Pittman rejoined the race and
charged back up to second.

After winning the race, Miller
gave his race winning trophy to the
Onslow County Sheriffʼs Office,
presenting it to Deputy Phillips in
victory lane.  Phillips participated in
the 9/11 tribute during pre-race fes-
tivities and paced the field during
caution laps.

“Itʼs an honor and privilege to
come out here on this special oc-
casion and Iʼm a proud American,”
Miller said.  “No better great Amer-
icans than our law enforcement,
first responders and military guys.
On behalf of all my sponsors, we
want to present you with this trophy
and thank you for all you do for our
community.”

Kevin Benton (Street Stock),
Tyler Stalls (Bomber) and D.J. Mur-
phy (Street Legal Drag Races) also
scored victories during the racing
program.

The next race at Goodyear All
American Speedway will take place
on Saturday, September 25th, fea-
turing Super Trucks, Mini Stocks,
U-CARs, Champ Karts, Legends
and Street Legal Drag Races at the
4/10 mile track.

For more information about
Goodyear All American Speedway,
check out the speedwayʼs website,
like/follow “Goodyear All American
Speedway” on Facebook, or follow
the track on Instagram.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - Former

Grandview Modified titleholder

Duane Howard put the Butch Getz-
owned No. 15G into the lead on the
14th lap of the 30-lap 358
NASCAR Advance Auto Parts
Weekly Series T.P. Trailers feature
on Saturday night at Grandview
Speedway in the race activities
sponsored by Hope Mortgage
Team and went on to chalk up his
second win of the season. He
drove the Bicknell chassis which is
his normal mount for Friday night
that he feels comfortable with.
Howard thanked the entire team for
all their support and not being a
quitter.

Howard collected quite a hefty
pay as he received a total of
$3,800. $1,000 was from Hope
Mortgage, the track prize money
and $300 from T.P. Trailers of Lim-
erick and also the Danʼs Deli ½-
Hoagie bonus award.

Lex Shive picked an appropriate
night to win his first career T.P.
Truck Equipment 25-lap Sportsman
feature. It was his race sponsor
Hope Mortgage night for a $1,800
payday which included $1,000 from
Hope, $200 from T.P. and the regu-
lar prize money.

Howard and Shive may have
won the features, but Craig Von
Dohren was crowned the Grand-
view 2021 NASCAR Modified point
championship for the 12th time. All
season long he swapped leading
the points with Brett Kressley who
led it for quite some time and had
an advantage when Von Dohren
didnʼt finish well, but then Von
Dohren gained ground when
Kressley suffered setbacks. Kress-
ley continued to fight back to re-
main in the hunt.

Kenny Gilmore, who has raced
Modifieds and Sportsman for 26
years at the speedway, earned his
first career NASCAR Sportsman
championship over runner up
Dylan Hoch.

Ron Haring Jr. led nine laps of
the Modified feature before the red
was thrown after a third turn multi-
car tangle in which Craig Whit-
moyer flipped. The safety, track
officials and tow truck crews put
Whitmoyerʼs car back on all 4
wheels, he drove it back to the pits,
did extensive sheet metal and body
work and came out again. He com-
pleted more laps until pulling out of
competition after a few more laps.
On the restart Funk III charged into
the lead trailed by Jordan Henn,
Howard, Timmy Buckwalter and
Jeff Strunk while Haring Jr. started
to go toward the back.

Howard took over second on the
13th lap and one lap later he was
setting the pace.

Behind Howard the battle for po-

sitions developed between Buck-
walter, Strunk, Kressley and Henn.

With five laps to go, Strunk and
Kressley were in a heated dual for
second which allowed Howard to
open more distance. Back further
Buckwalter and Von Dohren com-
pleted the top five.

Once Howard took control, he
continued to show the way until he
pulled into the winnerʼs circle for his
80th career victory. Chasing him
across the line were Strunk, Kress-
ley, Buckwalter and Von Dohren.
Jared Umbenhauer, Henn, Kevin
Hirthler, Mike Lisowski and Funk III
completed the top ten.

Eric Biehn, Funk III and Henn
were the heat winners worth $166
from Hope Mortgage. Ryan Grim
won the consi. Also courtesy of
Hope Mortgage, Von Dohren
earned an extra $100 for the Hard
Charger while Whitmoyer got the
$100 Hard Luck bonus.

These same drivers plus a host
of others will take part in the 51st
annual Freedom 76 on Saturday,
September 18 with $30,000 plus
lap money available along with
other perks which will include $760
from Bobby Gunther Walsh and his
sponsors for the Hard Charger,
$1,000 to win the GT Radiator Re-
pairs Cash Dash, and the Schaef-
fer Racing Minuteman 20. The
Lynn Himes Great Effort award of
$100 will be presented to the high-
est finishing driver not in the top 10
Grandview points. All action is set
to get underway at 7 p.m.

In the T.P.Truck Equipment
Sportsman feature Tyler James led
for four laps until he got high in turn
two and almost hit the wall relin-
quishing the top spot to Bryan
Rhoads.

With Rhoads now first, James,
Joey Vaccaro, Shive and Steve
Young jockeyed for positions.

On the 18th lap Vaccaro was
spun in the third turn by James in
which James was sent to the rear.
The restart was void as Young
spun along the backstretch.

When action resumed Shive
charged into the lead and immedi-
ately started to pull away as he was
motivated the entire evening.

Shive never gave up first and
pulled into victory lane chased by
Rhoads, Kenny Gilmore, Dylan
Hoch and Brian Hirthler. Rounding
out the top ten were Parker Guldin,
Kenny Bock, Chris Esposito, Kyle
Lilick and Jimmy Leiby.

Earning an additional $166 for
heat wins were Mike Stofflet, Young
and Rhoads. The consi was won by
Jimmy Leiby.

Hoch was the Hard Charger
while Vaccaro received the Hard

Luck award which both were worth
an additional $100.

The Sportsman drivers used this
race as a warmup for the Friday,
September 17 Freedom 38-lap
race which will attract other drivers
for a $2,000 payday.

Full info on the weekend of rac-
ing, including camping information,
is available at www.grand-
viewspeedway.com or telephone
610.754.7688.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - The ex-

citement is continuing to build for
two big nights of auto racing action,
September 17 and 18, at the popu-
lar banked clay Grandview Speed-
way oval topped by the 51st Annual
Freedom 76 Modified Classic that
will reward the winner with at least
$30,000 plus lap money on Satur-
day night. This race is expected to
attract many of the top names in
dirt track Modified racing.

It all got started back in 1971
when Eddie Mumford won the first
Freedom 76. Over the years there
have been many of the top names
visit victory lane including Jeff
Strunk (8 times), Craig Von Dohren
(5 times), Duane Howard (5 wins),
Meme DeSantis (3 wins), Billy
Pauch (6 times), Fred Rahmer (2
times), Ray Swinehart, Stewart
Friesen, Kenny Brightbill, Glenn
Fitzcharles, Tom Mayberry and the
late Doug Hoffman. Strunk has won
the big event 5 times out of the last
nine races run.

The Freedom 76 will be avail-
able for viewing on Dirt Track Di-
gest (DTD).

The weekend kicks off with the
action packed Freedom 38 for
Sportsman stock cars paying the
winner of the 38-lapper $2,000.
This race is also expected to attract
many visitors to test their skills.

Also on Friday night, action
starting at 7:30 p.m., the Modified
racers planning to participate in the
Freedom 76 will be given practice
time during the eveningʼs events.

Pits open at 3 p.m. and main
grandstand gates open at 5:30
p.m.

Adult admission is $15 with
youngsters 6 through 11 paying $5
and kids under 6 admitted free. Pit
admission for Friday is $35 and
there is no license required. There
is no rain date for this event.

Tickets for the Freedom 76 will
sell for $40. Youngsters, 6 through
11, on Saturday will pay $10 while
kids under 6 are admitted free. Pit
admission will be $45 with no li-
cense required. There are no ad-
vance tickets being offered. Rain 
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date for the Freedom
76 is Saturday, Sep-
tember 25.

Saturday will see
pit gates open at 9
a.m. Ticket windows
open at 3:00 p.m.
Fans will be able to
enter the speedway at
the first turn and fourth
turn spectator gates to
reserve seats with
blankets between 9am
and 12noon.

Chapel service
has been moved out-
side of main gate area

starting at 2:45 p.m. BRING YOUR
BLANKET OR CHAIR.

On track action will get started at
7 p.m. as top Modified racing tal-
ents participate in qualifying
events, the $1,000 to win GT Radi-
ator Repairs Cash Dash, the Scha-
effer Racing Minuteman 20 and top
it all off with the 51st edition of the
Freedom 76, “The Granddaddy of
Modified Stock Car Classics”.

A large amount of lap money will
be divided amongst lap leaders
during the big race and the racer
gaining the most positions during
the 76 laps will receive $760 from
Bobby Gunther Walsh In the name
of ResQ Natural Supplements---
Just Born Candies----Mike&Ike—
Hot Tamales as the Hard Charger

THE LYNN HIMES GREAT EF-
FORT AWARD $100 presented to
the highest finishing driver NOT in
the top ten in Grandview points.

Pete Knappenberger and his
Maddie Pearl group will be enter-
taining from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the
first turn area.

Both nights Gary Balough, win-
ner of hundreds of Modified and
Late Model features, will have his
most famous race car on display,
the Batmobile. He will also be au-
tographing copies of his book, “A
Checkered Past: My Story, Gary
Balough”.

THOSE WITH CAMPERS
PLEASE NOTE. Campers can
enter the speedway grounds on
Saturday September 11 and have
the camper remain on the grounds
until the 19th. However, because
there are no hookups, sleeping in
the campers can only take place on
Saturday, September 18th to the
19th.

Hickory Motor Speedway
NEWTON, NC - Hickory Motor

Speedway was blessed with beau-
tiful weather on Labor Day week-
end as the historic 3/8 mile oval
would celebrate the legacy of a true

Catawba County legend with the
45th running of the Paramount
Auto Group Bobby Isaac Memorial.

Leading off the nightʼs action
would be the Heritage Finance
Street Stocks with 30 laps of door
to door racing excitement. Jesse
Clark in the #5 would pace qualify-
ing and start from the pole position
with Marshall Sutton in the #64 to
his outside. Rick Hale in the #7 and
John Clark in the #5 would make
up row two for the green flag. Jesse
Clark and Sutton would battle for
several laps until Clark would nose
ahead to an early lead. Derek
Fowler in the #31 would be the
early charger moving from fifth to
third, one week after his first Hick-
ory Motor Speedway victory.

Hale would also have a strong
run going in fourth, with his son
Zach in attendance after enlisting in
the US Navy. The caution would fly
on lap 15 as the cars of John Clark
and Don Machutta in the #52 would
make contact and Clark would spin
in turn three. The restart would see
Jesse Clark and Sutton bringing
the field back to the restart. Once
again the battle up front would
have the fans on their feet with
Jesse Clark and Sutton dueling for
the win.

After five laps Jesse Clark would
pull to the lead, but face constant
pressure from Sutton for the spot.
Jesse Clark would hang on to take
the win. Sutton would have to settle
for 2nd with Fowler taking 3rd.
Machutta would take 4th and Hale
would come home in 5th.

Next up would be the Para-
mount Auto Group Limited Late
Models in another installment of the
Paramount Kia “BIG 10” Chase for
the Championship and 50 laps of
exciting action. Katie Hettinger in
the #71 would take the top spot in
qualifying with her first pole of the
season with Max Price in the #22
starting to his outside. Row two
would see Bryson Ruff in the #24

and Travis Byrd in the #88 door to
door for the start. Price would use
the high side to pull to the early
lead with Hettinger waiting to make
her move. Akinori Ogata in the #14
would be the early mover as he
would pick up three positions to
move to fourth after only ten laps.
Lap 16 would see Ogata move
around Byrd for third. Hettinger
would look under Price for the top
spot on lap 24 and after a three lap
battle, she would take the position
and move to the point.

Stark would move to fifth on lap
35 moving around teammate
Mason Maggio in the #12. Lap 38
would see Ruff move to fifth around
Stark. Hettinger would pull ahead
for the win, her first at Hickory
Motor Speedway. Price would
come home in 2nd and Ogata
would take 3rd. Byrd would finish
4th and Ruff would bring it home
5th.

Finishing out the nightʼs festivi-
ties would be the Heritage Finance
Late Models with the 45th running
of the Bobby Isaac Memorial.  Sam
Butler in the #8 would pace qualify-
ing and start from the pole position
with Mitch Walker in the #6 to his
outside. Ryan Millington in the #15
and Annabeth Barnes-Crum in the
#12 would make up row two for the
green flag. After a couple of laps,
Butler would move to the lead with
Walker close behind. Mike Darne in
the #24 would move to fourth
around Barnes-Crum. Millington
would look to the high side and
move around Walker for second
and do the same to Butler to take
the lead.

Walker and Darne would move
to second and third sending Butler
back to fourth. The #41 of Magnum
Tate, #55 of Isabella Robusto, and
the #34 of Lavar Scott would have
a three way battle working for the
fifth spot. Butler would move back
around Darne for third at lap 33.
Robusto would win the battle for

fifth and move by Darne on lap 43
for fourth as he would fall off the
pace with a mechanical problem.
The halfway point would see
Millington, Walker, Butler, Robusto,
and Scott as the top five. Butler
would drive up to the bumper of
Walker and give pressure for sec-
ond. Lap 63 would see Butler make
the move around Walker for sec-
ond.

The caution would fly on the
next lap as Joe Valento in the #17
would spin on the front stretch. The
restart would see Millington and
Butler side by side for the green
flag. Millington would pull to the
lead and Walker would move
around Butler for second. Tate and
Scott would battle for fifth with Tate
nosing ahead. Robusto would drive
to the bumper of Butler to press for
the third position. Millington would
prove too strong and drive on to the
win. Walker would finish 2nd and
Butler would take 3rd. Robusto
would finish 4th and Tate would
come home 5th.

Saturday September 18th,
Champions will be crowned for
Napa Auto Parts Championship
Night at the Races.

For more info check us out at
www.hickorymotorspeedway.com,
Facebook, Twitter, or call 828-464-
3655.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - South

Boston Speedway General Man-
ager Cathy Rice says she is still
numb from the speedwayʼs Sep-
tember 4 championship night
event.

Community and racing industry
leaders honored Rice for her many
years of dedication and leadership
at “Americaʼs Hometown Track,”
her service to NASCAR and her
service to the Halifax County-South
Boston, Virginia community during
the event, her final NASCAR racing
event as general manager of South
Boston Speedway.

“It was like a dream,” Rice re-
marked.

“There were so many surprises
and so many people congratulating
and thanking me. It never dawned
on me that you would have that
many people that pay attention to
what we do here.

To have people from NASCAR,
dignitaries, Bill Mullis from Larry
King Lawʼs Langley Speedway,
friends of mine, my son Chris
(Rice) and his family and Nick
(South Boston Speedway and
Pocono Raceway CEO Nick Igdal-
sky) and his family here was very
special. It was unbelievable. It was 
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Ryan Millington won the Heritage Finance Late Models with the
45th running of the Bobby Isaac Memorial at Hickory Motor Speed-
way. (Sherri Starns photo)
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a dream come true.”
During a series of

pre-race presentations
Igdalsky presented
Rice with a street sign
with the name Cathyʼs
Way on it. The road
that runs in front of the
main entrance to the
speedway will now be
known as Cathyʼs
Way.

“That was a huge
surprise,” Rice said
with a smile.

“That is an awe-
some gift in having the

road named Cathyʼs Way. To be
honored in that way and to have
the road adjacent to T. Wayne
Robertson Road is very, very spe-
cial.”

Rice, who became only the sec-
ond woman to serve as a general
manager at a NASCAR-sanctioned
speedway when she was named
as South Boston Speedwayʼs gen-
eral manager in 2000, is retiring at
the end of the year. She has served
21 years in that post, helping make
South Boston Speedway one of the
true gems among NASCAR Ad-
vance Auto Parts Weekly Series
short tracks.

The Cluster Springs, Virginia
resident has spent 33 years on the
operational side of things at South
Boston Speedway, serving in a va-
riety of capacities ranging from sec-
retary to scorer, to promotor, and
her present post of general man-
ager.

While Rice is stepping down
from a full-time role at the historic
speedway she will stay on in a part-
time capacity of advisor and am-
bassador.

“Cathy is the track,” Igdalsky
said.

“This is her home, and she is al-
ways going to have a role here in
the future. I keep saying the track
wouldnʼt be as well respected and
have the reputation it has for as
long as it has if it wasnʼt for her. We
wouldnʼt have put all of the effort,
time and money into renovating the
track if it wasnʼt for Cathy and her
leadership being here.”

Chase Brashears, who will take
over as general manager at South
Boston Speedway in 2022, praised
Rice for her many years of dedica-
tion and leadership at “Americaʼs
Hometown Track.”

“Cathy Rice is as synonymous
with South Boston Speedway as
the many legendary racecar drivers
who have competed at the .4-mile

oval,” Brashears noted.
“Cathy and her staff have

worked to keep South Boston
Speedway at the forefront of grass-
roots racing, and that makes it an
even larger honor to step in and
lead South Boston Speedway into
a bright future.”

Kevin Nevalainen, NASCAR
Senior Director of Weekly Racing
Operations, praised Rice for her
outstanding work both at South
Boston Speedway and with
NASCAR.

“You canʼt say South Boston
Speedway and NASCAR together
without thinking about Cathy Rice,”
Nevalainen pointed out.

“Cathy has created such a
legacy, not only in this community
but across the country. When you
talk about pioneers in the sport, es-
pecially as a female promotor in a
sport thatʼs largely male-domi-
nated, Cathy stands out above so
many others. If you go to any of our
functions at NASCAR and talk to
other track promotors across the
country, they have so much respect
for Cathy Rice. I think that speaks
to the respect they have for her and
the things they have seen her do
on a national level.”

Nevalainen presented Rice a
crystal trophy in recognition of her
service and dedication to NASCAR
and Mullis, owner of Larry King
Lawʼs Langley Speedway in Hamp-
ton, Virginia, presented Rice a
crystal award trophy in appreciation
of her dedication to short track rac-
ing.

A copy of a resolution to be
adopted by the Halifax County, Vir-

ginia Board of Supervisors was
read to Rice and fans attending the
event by County Administrator
Scott Simpson during the pre-race
ceremony. The Halifax County, Vir-
ginia Board of Supervisors formally
adopted the resolution during its
Tuesday, September 7 meeting
and, with Rice and her family in at-
tendance, recognized Rice for her
service to the community, her lead-
ership at South Boston Speedway
and her service to NASCAR.

“We want to thank you for being
a great partner in the community,”
Simpson said as he presented the
resolution during pre-race cere-
monies.

“You have grown the racing in-
dustry here and that has helped
grow Halifax County. We appreci-
ate you and wish you well on your
retirement.”

Former NASCAR national
champion, current NASCAR na-
tional points leader and six-time
South Boston Speedway NASCAR
Advance Auto Parts Weekly Series
Late Model Stock Car Division
Champion Peyton Sellers of Ring-
gold, Virginia praised Riceʼs work
at South Boston Speedway.

“Cathy came in with a humble
attitude, took the bull by the horns,
operated this track for the last 21
years and has done an excellent
job,” Sellers said.

“She has had big shoes to fill.
She filled them, exceeded that, and
carried the speedway to the next
level. Cathy has been able to take
this track, manage it, carry the
legacy of South Boston Speedway
forward and bring it to what it is

today. South Boston Speedway is
one of the premier short tracks any-
where in the United States.”

The surprises for Rice began the
day prior to South Boston Speed-
wayʼs championship night event
when a trailer arrived from Kaulig
Racing carrying a racecar. One
side of the car carried the number
11 and the paint scheme used by
the late Earl Rice of Cluster
Springs, Virginia in competition at
South Boston Speedway. The op-
posite side of the car carried the
No. 12 and the paint scheme for-
mer NASCAR Cup Series star and
now NBC TV analyst Jeff Burton of
South Boston, Virginia used in
competition at South Boston
Speedway.

“Thatʼs where my racing career
started in 1972,” Rice noted.

“My son, Chris did that. To have
that car come off the hauler brought
back so many memories.”

Making the event special was
that Rice knew nothing about any
of the surprises and awards.

“I had no idea about any of the
surprises,” Rice said with a grin.

“I give kudos to the staff and
everybody that works here with me
for keeping it all secret.”

South Boston Speedwayʼs long-
time office manager, Helen Barks-
dale, who is stepping down from
that position at the end of the year,
was also recognized and praised
for her many years of dedication
and service to the speedway and
for her contributions to the speed-
wayʼs success.

“It wasnʼt all about me,” Rice
pointed out.

“It was about Helen too. Like I
have told so many people, she has
been my right hand through all of
this.”
Igdalsky agreed.

“We are very proud of Cathy and
Helen for the work they have done
over the years,” Igdalsky said.

“Helen gets a lot of credit too.
Helen has been right there with
Cathy every step of the way. I al-
ways say every good super-hero
has a good sidekick, and Helen did
a great job working with Cathy
hand-in-hand all these years.”

Individuals wishing to send Rice
and Barksdale best wishes, thank
you letters and cards may send
them to South Boston Speedway,
P.O. Box 1066, South Boston, Vir-
ginia 24592. Digital messages may
be sent by visiting www.south-
bostonspeedway.com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway hosted First 
(Continued Next Page)
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South Boston Speedway CEO and Pocono Raceway CEO Nick Ig-
dalsky (left) presents South Boston Speedway General Manager
Cathy Rice with the street sign that will be placed on the road that
runs in front of the main entrance to the speedway during pre-race
ceremonies at South Boston Speedwayʼs championship night event
on September 4. The road will now be known as Cathyʼs Way. Rice
is retiring as the speedwayʼs general manager at the end of the year
but will stay on board in a part-time capacity of advisor and ambas-
sador. (Joe Chandler/South Boston Speedway photo)
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Responder Friday on
September 10 with the
TC 13 Shootout join-
ing Staffordʼs five
weekly divisions in
feature action.  The
SK Modified® division
ran their regularly
scheduled 40-lap fea-
ture as well as the 3rd
Annual TC 13
Shootout, a 13 lap
race contested be-
tween the top-13 fin-
ishers from the 40-lap
feature that paid the
winner an extra

$1,313 from a purse of over
$7,000.  David Arute won the TC 13
Shoot Out while Stephen Kopcik
remained the hottest driver at
Stafford with his third consecutive
SK Modified® victory in the 40-lap
feature event.  John Blake was a
career first time winner in the Late
Model feature, Derek Debbis
scored his Stafford leading 6th win
of the season in the SK Light fea-
ture, Alexandra Fearn notched her
fifth win of 2021 in the Limited Late
Model feature, and Chris Meyer
took down his fifth win of 2021 in
the Street Stock feature.

Quinn Christopher awarded one
driver from each division with a new
Bell helmet through the Ted
Christopher Safety Initiative and
the five lucky winners were Tyler
Hines in the SK Modified® division,
John Blake in the Late Model divi-
sion, Paul French in the SK Light
feature, Mike Hopkins in the Lim-
ited Late Model feature, and Frank
LʼEtoile, Jr. in the Street Stock fea-
ture.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Doug Meservey, Jr. took
the lead at the green flag with Mar-
cello Rufrano in hot pursuit from
second place.  Matt Vassar was
third with David Arute fourth and
Keith Rocco fifth.  Arute made a
move to the inside of Vassar on
lap-5 to move into third and his
pass brought Rocco up to fourth
and kicked Vassar back to fifth in
line.  Vassar would continue to slide
backwards to eighth place as Bryan
Narducci took fifth, Michael Ger-
vais, Jr. sixth, and Andrew Molleur
seventh.

Rocco worked his way around
Arute to move into third while
Meservey and Rufrano were still
holding down the top-2 spots on
lap-12.  Arute went back by Rocco
but spun with 13 laps complete to
bring the caution flag out.  Narducci
was sent to the rear of the field by
Stafford officials for making contact

with Arute.  
Meservey took the lead on the

restart with Stephen Kopcik work-
ing his way into second.  Rufrano
was third with Rocco and Todd
Owen lined up behind him.  The
caution came back out with 17 laps
complete as Narducci spun in turn
2 and Fran Siana and Curt
Brainard also spun.  

Kopcik took the lead from
Meservey on the restart with
Rufrano, Rocco, and Owen still
making up the top-5.  Michael
Christopher, Jr. spun in turn 2 to
bring the yellow back out with 19
laps complete.

Back under green, Kopcik again
took the lead with Meservey stay-
ing right on his bump[er in second.
The two leaders touched in turn 3
but both were able to continue with-
out losing any positions.  Rocco
took third with Rufrano fourth and
Owen still fifth.  Owen took fourth
place from Rufrano on lap-24 and
Cory DiMatteo took fifth from
Rufrano on lap-25.  The caution
came back out for a multicar crash
in turn 3 involving Noah Korner,
Christopher, Dylan Kopec, Vassar,
and Narducci.  

Kopcik took the lead back under
green with Meservey holding sec-
ond.  Rocco was third with Owen
fending off a challenge from DiMat-
teo to maintain fourth place.  Just
behind DiMatteo, Jon Puleo was up
to sixth followed by Gervais,
Rufrano, Troy Talman, and Arute.
Kopcik led Meservey to the check-
ered flag to pick up his third con-
secutive win and fifth overall win of
the 2021 season.  Rocco came
home third with Owen and DiMat-
teo rounding out the top-5.

In the 13-lap TC Shootout, Troy
Talman and Marcello Rufrano both
got out of shape in turn 1 with
Rufrano collecting the cars of Keith
Rocco, Michael Christopher, Jr.,
and Stephen Kopcik to bring the

caution out before a lap could be
completed.  David Arute and Troy
Talman went wheel to wheel for the
lead on the restart, but Dan Wes-
son spun on the backstretch to
bring the yellow back out before the
first lap could be completed.  The
third start saw Arute power his way
into the lead before the caution
came back out with 1 lap complete
for a spin in turn 2 by Michael Ger-
vais, Jr.

Arute took the lead on the restart
while Owen was all over Talman for
second place.  Owen made the
pass for second onlap-3 with Di-
Matteo in fourth and Keith Rocco in
fifth.  DiMatteo took third from Tal-
man on lap-5 with a pass in turn 3
while Arute was still in command
out front.  

Rocco got around Talman to
move into fourth place and he
made a move to the inside of Di-
Matteo for third  on lap-11.  DiMat-
teo came right back to the inside of
Rocco in turn 3 but the two cars
touched with Rocco spinning to
bring the caution out with 11 laps
complete and set up a green white
checkered finish.  DiMatteo was
sent to the rear of the field by
Stafford officials for making contact
with Rocco.  

Arute cleared Owen for the lead
as the two lead cars came to the
white flag.  Owen couldnʼt make a
move on the final lap as Arute took
the checkered flag to win the TC 13
Shoot Out and the $1,313 bonus
that comes with the win.  Owen fin-
ished second with Talman, Gervais,
and Tyler Hines rounding out the
top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, Al Saunders took the lead at
the green flag with John Blake right
behind him in second.  Blake made
a move to the inside of Saunders to
take over the lead on lap-2.  Paul
Arute was third in line followed by
the side by side duo of Tom Fearn

and Zack Robinson.  Fearn won
that battle on lap-4 and Kevin Gam-
bacorta followed Fearn by Robin-
son to take fifth place and Adam
Gray took sixth as Robinson fell
back to seventh place. 

Saunders was applying heavy
pressure to Blake for the lead while
Fearn was all over Saunders for
second.  Gambacorta took fourth
and Gray took fifth as Arute slid
from third back to ninth place.  The
caution came out with 8 laps com-
plete as Josh Wood and Michael
Wray came together with Wray col-
lecting the car of Michael Bennett.
All three cars were able to con-
tinue.

Blake took the lead on the
restart with Fearn and Gray both
getting by Saunders to move into
second and third and drop Saun-
ders back to fourth on what would
have been lap-10 but those passes
were negated by the caution flag,
which flew for a spin in the middle
of turns 1+2 by Rob Dow with 9
laps complete.

The restart brought the caution
right back out as Arute, Wayne
Coury, Jr., and Mike Mordino all
spun through the frontstretch in-
field.  The next restart saw a turn 1
melee involving the cars of Arute,
Dow, Marc Curtis, and Robinson
that brought the caution right back
out.  The third restart saw Bennett
spin in turn 3 to bring the yellow out
before a lap could be completed.
Blake took the lead on the next
restart with Fearn setting into sec-
ond after the two leaders touched
in turn 3.  Gray was third in line fol-
lowed by Andrew Molleur and Dave
Wray.  At the halfway point of the
race, it was Blake still in the lead
with Fearn, Gray, and Molleur be-
hind him.  Kevin Gambacorta took
fifth from Wray and Tyler Leary took
sixth as Wray slid from fifth back to
seventh.

The order remained the same
until lap-23 when Gray made a
move to the inside of Fearn for sec-
ond place.  Gray completed the
pass on lap-24 and his move
brought Gambacorta up to third
and Molleur fourth as Fearn slid
back to fifth.  Blake stretched out
his advantage over Gray in the
closing laps and he took the check-
ered flag to pick up his first career
win at Stafford.  Gambacorta fin-
ished third with Molleur and Fearn
rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light feature
event, several cars got loose at the
start with Alina Bryden spinning
and Peter Bennett was also in-
volved and he parked on pit road,
done for the evening. 

(Continued Next Page)
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David Arute won the 3rd Annual TC 13 Shootout at Stafford Motor
Speedway. (SMS photo)
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Steven Chapman
took the lead back
under green with Tyler
Barry right behind him
in second.  Norm
Sears worked his way
up to third with Derek
Debbis streaking
through traffic to come
up to fourth and Tyler
Chapman was in fifth.
The caution came
back out with 9 laps
complete as Amanda
West and Chris
Matthews both spun
coming out of turn 2.  

Cassandra Cole spun in turn 2
on the restart to bring the yellow
flag right back out.  The next restart
saw Steven Chapman take the
lead but by the time the cars got
back to the line to complete lap-10,
Barry had made a crossover move
and was now on the inside of
Chapman.  Chapman cleared
Barry on lap-11 and Debbis went
by Barry to take over second
place.  Debbis took the lead from
Steven Chapman on lap-15 but be-
fore the lap could be completed,
the caution came back out for a
spin by Barry coming off turn 4, put-
ting Chapman back in the lead and
Debbis in second for the restart.

Debbis streaked into the lead on
the restart with George Bessette,
Jr. pulling alongside Steven Chap-
man for second.  Brian Sullivan
was fourth followed by Norm Sears
in fifth.  Debbis pulled away from
Chapman and took down his sixth
win of the 2021 season.  Bessette
finished third with Sullivan and
Sears rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature event, Damian Palardy took
the lead at the green flag with his
father R.J. Surdell right behind him
in second after running the first lap
side by side.  Jeremy Lavoie got
sideways and then spun in turn 2
while Devon Jencik spun in turn 1
to bring the caution flag out with 2
laps complete.

Palardy took the lead on the
restart with Matt Clement going
side  by side with Surdell for sec-
ond place.  Clement took second
and then he took the lead from
Palardy on lap-4.  Alexandra Fearn
was quickly working her way
through the field and she took sec-
ond behind Clement.  As the lead-
ers hit turn 3, Clement spun to
bring the caution back out with 4
laps complete.  Palardy was sent to
the rear of the field by Stafford offi-
cials for making contact with
Clement.

Fearn took the lead on the
restart with last weekʼs winner Matt
Scappini working his way into sec-
ond.  Lavoie was back up to third
with Mike Hopkins in fourth and
Devon Jencik back up to fifth.  The
caution came back out with 9 laps
complete as Surdell came to a stop
against the turn 3 wall with heavy
smoke billowing from his car.

Fearn took the lead back under
green with Lavoie moving into sec-
ond.  Jencik was up to third with
Hopkins still in fourth and Scappini
slipped back to fifth place from sec-
ond.  Lavoie stayed right with
Fearn but was unable to find a way
to get around and Fearn took down
her fifth win of the 2021 season.
Hopkins finished third with Jencik
and Scappini rounding out the top-
5.

In the 20-lap Street Stock fea-
ture event, Travis Downey took the
lead at the green flag with Bert
Ouellette in second.  Kyle Johnson
was third with Adrien Paradis, III
fourth and Nickolas Hovey in fifth.
Paradis took third from Johnson on
lap-2 and that move allowed Hovey
to take fourth, Travis Hydar fifth,
and Chris Meyer sixth as Johnson
slid back to seventh place.  

At the halfway point of the race,
Downey was still in the lead with
Ouellette, Paradis, Hovey, and
Meyer behind him.  Hydar spun in
turn 2 to bring the caution out with
13 laps complete.

Meyer took the lead on the
restart with Downey, LʼEtoile,
Hovey, and Bobby Stirk, III behind
him.  The caution came back out
with 14 laps complete as Brandon
Michael and Alexander Fuller both
got sideways and into the turn 3
wall.

Meyer took the lead on the
restart with LʼEtoile taking second.
Hovey and Stirk were side by side
for third with Downey in fifth.

Hovey won the duel with Stirk to
take third place on lap-16 while LʼE-
toile was trying to get close enough
to Meyer to make a bid for the
lead.  LʼEtoile couldnʼt get close
enough to Meyer as Meyer scored
his fifth win of the 2021 season.
Hovey finished third with Stirk and
Downey rounding out the top-5.

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Wake County Speedway
RALEIGH, NC - The finest stars

and cars of the region roared into
Wake County Speedway for
Denny's Night At The Races and
everybody hit a grand slam at
America's 'Favorite" Bullring.

The Nascar Advance Auto Parts
Weekly Racing Series Season fi-
nale is this coming Friday night
September 17, 2021 as we wrap up
a sucessful 2021 racing season.

The Solid Rock Carriers Late
Models saw a great field of 12- 14
cars take the green flag and after
30 hard laps of racing Ethan John-
son parked his hotrod in Leith-
Cars.com victory lane. Ethan
thanked his family, friends, crew
and fans from victory lane.Brandon
Clement from Bear Creek came
home in 2nd place with Daniel Vun-
cannon rounding out your top 3
places.

The Pro 4  Mod feature winner
was Dennis "The Dominator"
Capps who held off #62 , Mark
Hood came home in 3rd place fol-
lowed by T3 Ronnie Denton.

Brian Craver from Raleigh had
another great run to capture the
Bomber victory followed by the #0,
#8, #47, #44.

The Legends feature winner
was Trevor Thacker followed by
Carson Haislip and Zack Brown in

his Zaxby's hotrod.
Bando race was wild one and

we all so glad Charlie and Mr.
Brown added that water barrel at
the gate entrance going into turn 1.
Kaleb Bradley hit a ton but was ok
and I didn't get the finishing order.

Zack Lightfoot won the 2nd Solid
Rock Carriers LM feature over
Daniel Vuncannon, Ethan Johnson.

This Friday night September
17th is the finale race on the sched-
ule; A full night of action. Follow us
on all media outlets.

The track also has these up
coming events: Saturday Sept
18th, 2 Wheel Thunder, October
9th CARSTour, October 16th Rusty
Wallace Driving Experience, Octo-
ber 29-31 Monster Truck Show. By
the grace of God and 600 horse-
power, see you at the races.

Williams Grove Speedway
MECHANICSBURG, PA - The

biggest and richest sprint car race
in the East is coming up at Williams
Grove Speedway as the 59th an-
nual Champion Racing Oil National
Open is slated for Friday and Sat-
urday, October 1 and 2.  

Sanctioned by the World of Out-
laws Sprint Cars Series, the two-
day affair on October 1 and 2 is
slated to set the sprint car world on
its ear, with its eyes focused on the
Mechanicsburg oval.  

Slated for October 1, the Na-
tional Open Preliminary will feature
a 25-lap main paying $10,000 to
the winner on Friday night.

Then on Saturday, October 2,
the 2021 Champion Racing Oil Na-
tional Open will again offer the
biggest winnerʼs share in the his-
tory of the oval at $75,000 to take
the win. 

The widely acclaimed 40-lap
race offers a Saturday A-Main total
purse eclipsing $130,000!

The National Open will see the
2021 Williams Grove Speedway
Lawrence Chevrolet 410 sprint car
series champion crowned at the
conclusion of Saturdayʼs main
event. 

Adult general admission for Oc-
tober 1 is set at $35 with youth
ages 13 – 20 priced at $15.  Adult
admission for October 2 is $40 with
youth priced at $20. 

Kids ages 12 and under are al-
ways admitted for FREE at
Williams Grove Speedway. 

Both nights of action are slated
to get underway at 7:30 pm. 

Keep up to date on all the latest
speedway news and information by
visiting the ovalʼs official website lo-
cated at www.williamsgrove.com or
by following the track on Twitter,
Facebook and Instagram.
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Chris Meyer raced his way to victory lane in the 20 lap Street
Stock Division at Stafford Motor Speedway. (SMS photo)


