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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Few, if
any, sports have been
able to respond to the
challenges of the past
year like NASCAR.

It not only kept the
wheels rolling, it found
a way to evolve.

Teams adjusted to strict guidelines
to prevent the spread of
COVID-19. Drivers werenʼt
allowed in the garage area.
There were no prerace
practice sessions or qualify-
ing. There were no fans in
the stands for many races.

And yet, the full 36-race
season was completed and
a champion, Chase Elliott,
was crowned in the Arizona
desert.

NASCAR and its teams adapted
by working with ever-changing pro-
tocols and schedule that was
worked and reworked like a clump
of soft clay. As the 2021 season
inches closer, NASCAR is still
changing with the times.

Instead of retreating to survival
mode like other sports, NASCAR
took bold steps by making radical
changes to its schedule.

Traditional events like the Day-
tona 500, Coca-Cola 600 and
Southern 500 remain a cornerstone
of the stock car season. But new
road course races at the Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway, Circuit
of the Americas and Road America,
will join Watkins Glen International,
the Charlotte Roval and Sonoma
Raceway as the Cup Series ex-
pands its tire tracks to six road
courses.

Make that, seven.
In response to the restrictions in

place for Southern California,
NASCAR already has changed its
original schedule by moving the
Feb. 21 race at the Auto Club
Speedway to the Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway road course.

Flexibility has become one of
NASCARʼs defining characteristics
in time of uncertainty.

The sanctioning body went fur-
ther by adding a race to the
Nashville Superspeedway, drop-
ping oval races at Indianapolis and
Kentucky and turning the Bristol
Motor Speedway into a half-mile

dirt track for the March 28 race.
“You ask any driver any time you

go to a new track youʼre looking for-
ward to kind of going there and
seeing what the challenge is all
about,” Ryan Blaney said.

Logano said thereʼs enormous
anticipation for the Bristol race. The
high-banked half-mile first was cov-
ered with more than 700 cubic

yards of sawdust, follow-
ing by more than 1,000
dump truck loads of dirt.
Also, the banking will be
reduced to 19-degrees.

Fans clearly
shared the driversʼ enthu-
siasm by buying all
38,000 available tickets.”

“Every time I get in
my truck and turn on Sir-
iusXM all I hear is people

talking about this dirt race,” Joey
Logano said. “Iʼm like, ʻYou know
there are other races that are
gonna happen this year. Itʼs not just
this dirt race.ʼ  So trying to balance
that and not put too much effort into
one race and forgetting about all
the other ones that also pay out. Itʼs
hard for me to pinpoint which one
that is.

“Iʼm interested at Bristol. I donʼt
know if Iʼm excited about it, but Iʼm
interested to see how thatʼs gonna
go, probably like everybody else
thatʼs on this call.”

There will be eight races with
practice and qualifying, including
the new venues. Even with extra
track time, crew chiefs will be
pressed to hit on a workable setup.
Since there have been Xfinity Se-
ries races at Road America and In-
dianapolis, Cup teams are going to

rely on their Xfinity partners to get a
running start.

“COTA is gonna be an unknown
for all of us and something weʼll
have to figure out how to get there,”
said Todd Gordon, Ryan Blaneyʼs
crew chief. “But the Indy road
course, itʼs a place that at least the
Xfinity cars have run on and weʼll
lean on Austin [Cindric] for some
input there. I already have and will
continue on Austin and Brian [Wil-
son, crew chief] for that. We use
what we can of the resources we
have in the house to make sure we
take advantage of every bit of the
road course racing we can.”

While others are focusing on the
road courses, Brad Keselowski is
very excited to be racing at
Nashville. His reason is both “self-
ish” and personal: the chance to
win a Gibson Les Paul guitar.

“That was always one of the
coolest trophies in racing and not
going back to Nashville that was
the thing that probably hurt the
most was not having a shot to win
that guitar,” he said of previous

Xfinity starts at the 1.333-mile trio-
val. “So, Iʼm hoping theyʼll bring the
guitar trophy back. Of course, Sam
Bass was the one who designed it
and took care of it every year and
we miss him an awful amount, but
Iʼd love to see that trophy come
back. That was always very, very
special.

“We want racetracks, by the
way, with cool trophies. That should
be the rule. You canʼt get a new
race unless you have a really cool
trophy, not like one of these out at
the dime store, itʼs got to be a re-
ally cool trophy. That should be a
prerequisite in my mind, but Iʼm
very much looking forward to going
back to Nashville.”

But first, drivers will be racing for
the most-coveted regular season
trophies in NASCAR – the Harley J.
Earl Trophy – thatʼs awarded to the
winner of the Feb. 14 Daytona 500.

After that, itʼs anyoneʼs guess if
the pandemic will steer NASCAR
into a new direction. But the sportʼs
already proven itʼs ready to re-
spond.
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2021 A New Year in Racing!
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SYLVANIA, GA -
Although no longer a
full-time traveler with
“Americaʼs Series,”
three-time All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1
champion, Aaron
Reutzel, picked up
right where he left off
in 2020 and maneu-
vered his way back to
All Star victory lane,

this time scoring $10,000 in
Screven Motor Speedwayʼs Winter
Freeze All Star finale on Saturday,
January 30. The Clute, Texas-na-
tive earned his triumph from the
outside of row two, forced to out-
duel Wooster, Ohioʼs Sheldon Hau-
denschild, all before fending off a
late charge by Neptune City, New
Jerseyʼs Kyle Reinhardt. The Sug-
arlands Shine Southern Tour pre-
sented by Elliottʼs Custom Trailers
and Carts victory bumped
Reutzelʼs All Star win total to 37; his
first at Screven Motor Speedway.

“I canʼt thank the entire Roth Mo-
torsports team enough for allowing
Dylan (Buswell) and I to come on
board and bring our package with
us. They took a big risk and we ap-
preciate everything theyʼve done
for us,” Aaron Reutzel said in
Screven victory lane. “We struggled
a little bit in Arizona, but we took
some time during the week to think
about some things. We made a few
fine changes and now I feel right at
home. Everyone has done such a
great job and I canʼt say how ex-
cited I am enough.”

Taking off from the outside-pole
position, Sheldon Haudenschild
was the early leader, forced to with-
stand a caution on the initial start,
as well as an ensuing red flag inci-
dent, all before the main event
could officially get underway. It did
not take long for Haudenschild to
escape to a lengthy advantage,
stretching his gap over KCP Rac-
ingʼs Gio Scelzi to a near-straight-
away by lap 15. It was at that time
when Reutzel started to come alive
on the bottom of the speedway, first
working by Scelzi for the runner-
up spot on lap 18.

Caution flags appeared again on
lap 20 setting up a single file restart
with Reutzel on the tail tank of Hau-
denschild. Keeping his focus on the
bottom of the speedway, Reutzel
stalked Haudenschild for four cir-
cuits, eventually making his move

on lap 24 when the Stenhouse Jr
Marshall Racing entry slipped up
the track allowing Reutzel to
squeeze through. Despite a few
desperate attempts to regain the
top spot, Haudenshild would even-
tually succumb to his own aggres-
siveness, spinning to a stop on lap
28.

Reutzel drove on to clinch the
$10,000 payday, surviving one final
caution on lap 33 and late pressure
from 2021 All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions Rookie of the Year contender,
Kyle Reinhardt.

Sam Hafertepe finished third on
Saturday night, followed by a hard-
charging Donny Schatz, who
climbed from 21st to fourth after
winning the eveningʼs B-Main, and
Justin Peck. Schatz was forced to
compete in the eveningʼs B-Main
after missing the scales following
his respective heat race.

“I really wanted to race Sheldon
(Haudenschild) in traffic,” Reutzel
added. “I wanted to catch him off
guard and think I was just a lapped
car that got by him. I knew on that
restart that if I stuck my nose under
him, he would assume that rubber
was coming on the bottom. I tried
to just hang back until the groove
came in a little bit better for us, but
the time came where I had to pull
the trigger. I went for it and he did-
nʼt have time to shut the door on
us.”

Each and every event on the
2021 All Star Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1 schedule will
be broadcast live exclusively at
www.floracing.com.

Schatz Opens
Sugarlands Shine

Southern Tour with
Victory at Screven

SYLVANIA, GA - Ten-time World
of Outlaws Sprint Car Series cham-
pion, Donny Schatz, etched his
name in sprint car racing history
books yet again, this time by claim-
ing the first round of the inaugural
Sugarlands Shine Southern Tour
presented by Elliottʼs Custom Trail-
ers and Carts at Screven Motor
Speedway in Sylvania, Georgia.
Schatz, who now owns 19-career
All Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 victories, scored
his triumph from the outside of row
two, eventually working by Indi-
anapolis, Indianaʼs Tyler Courtney
to take control on lap 18. The

Fargo, North Dakota-native earned
$8,000 for his efforts, also solidify-
ing a first-ever All Star win in Syl-
vania.

“Itʼs great to be back racing, first
and foremost,” Donny Schatz said
in Screven victory lane, driver of
the Tony Stewart/Curb-Agajanian
Racing/Carquest Auto Parts/Curb
Records/Ford Performance/No. 15
sprint car. “Hats off to this entire
Carquest team. These guys have
been digging and working as hard
as they can to get the car better. All
of these preseason races are great
for us because it gives us an op-
portunity to try some things. I just
tried to go where the car in front of
me wasnʼt and it all worked out.”

Before Schatz took command
on lap 18, it was a shootout for the
top spot. Former ASCS national
champion, Sam Hafertepe, Jr., took
command from the outside-pole
position to lead the first two circuits,
eventually overtaken by Wooster,
Ohioʼs Sheldon Haudenschild with
a wicked slider through turns three
and four on lap three. Hauden-
schildʼs campaign at the front of the
field was short-lived, as the pilot of
the Stenhouse Jr Marshall Racing
No. 17 was forced to spin to avoid

involvement in an incident involving
lap cars; Sam Hafertepe, Jr. inher-
ited control on lap seven.

All Star Circuit of Champions
rookie contender, Tyler Courtney
was next to throw his hat into the
ring, making his move around
Hafertepe to earn the race lead on
lap 15. Courtney was a threat on a
few attempts prior to his official
takeover, but Hafertepe was able to
fend off the charge.

Meanwhile, Donny Schatz
lurked just behind the pair of front-
runners. Utilizing the very bottom
groove of Screven Motor Speed-
way, the ten-time WoO champ fol-
lowed Courtney by Hafertepe on
lap 16, only to miss a slide job at-
tempt on Courtney on lap 17.
Schatz redeemed himself the next
circuit and squeezed by Courtney
at the exit of turn four to take con-
trol.

“We knew the top was going to
be good. I just tried to find a line
that was going to work the best for
us,” Schatz continued.

Aaron Reutzel finished second
on Friday night after a late move
around Courtney on lap 24, fol-
lowed by Tyler Courtney, Carson
Short, and Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
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Aaron Reutzel Scores

Screvenʼs Winter Freeze
All Star Finale for $10,000

Aaron Reutzel celebrates his Winter Freeze All Star finale win in vic-
tory lane at Screven Motor Speedway. (Chad Warner photo)

Donny Schatz celebrates his first round win in the Sugarlands
Shine Southern Tour in victory lane at Screven Motor Speedway.
(Paul Arch photo)





TAMPA, FL - Tyler
Erb became the first
repeat winner this
season on the Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries tour as he won the
Saturday Night finale
at East Bay Raceway
Park before a packed
house. The 24-year-
old Texas native
stormed to the lead
after a lap 32 caution

and held off Jonathan Davenport
for the win. Davenport finished .322
seconds behind Erb at the finish
line. Brandon Sheppard was third,
followed by Tim McCreadie, and
Hudson OʼNeal in the Wrisco In-
dustries Winternationals.

Sheppard led the first 13 laps of
the race until Erb was able to get by
him on lap 14. Erb held the point
until a lap 19 restart when Mc-
Creadie took over the lead. Mc-
Creadie started to pull away from
the field when a caution appeared
with 32 laps scored. On the restart
Erb went from third in the running
order to the lead. A caution for de-
bris on lap 35 halted the action one
final time. Erb stretched his lead
out over Davenport, but Davenport
made it close at the end, coming to
within one car length of the winner
at the checkers.

Erb made his way to Lucas Oil
Victory Lane for the 11th time in his
career after starting fourth on the
grid. “The top was pretty hard to
run and I gave up the lead on a
restart by running up there. I was
like man, that could have been the
race! McCreadie drove off and he
was good. I really didnʼt have much
traction on the restarts, and I
picked the top. I had a really good
run on those guys, but needed a lit-
tle luck. He [McCreadie] just kind of
missed the bottom getting into one
and I was able to get by him.”

“Randall [Edwards] was showing
me that my lead was getting a little
close at the end, so I just tried to hit
my marks. I got real wide on that
last corner and hoped for the best.
I just tried not to burn my stuff
up.  This is the first time we ever
put a different tire on here and it
worked out. I am just super excited
to win.” 

Davenport recorded his best
LOLMDS finish so far during
Florida Speedweeks with his run-
ner-up placing.  “He [Erb] was
pretty good. We were reeling him in

at the end and I should have
moved around a little bit earlier. I
thought we could get by him on the
last lap. I just tried to throw a Hail
Mary at him, but I came up short.
Weʼve got something wrong with
the other car, so I didnʼt want to tear
this one up.”

Sheppard, who ran most of the
race up top came home in third.
“We had a good car at the begin-
ning of the week and then we strug-
gled in the middle of the week. We
finally got it going again here at the
end. I am proud of my guys for
sticking with me and working their
tails off to give a fast race car. We
had fun out there tonight. We got
into heavy traffic when I was lead-
ing and then Terbo and McCreadie
passed me. Congratulations to
Terbo, he did a great job. We never
got in to lapped traffic again so we
could dice it up, but the cautions
kept coming out.”

The winnerʼs Eric and Kelly
Brock-owned Best Performance
Motorsports Rocket Chassis is
powered by a Clements Racing En-
gine and is sponsored by Industrial
Resourcing Group, Roberts Bee
Company, First Class Septic, Go
Lithium, Bazell Race Fuels,
Sunoco, Keyser, Lucas Oil Prod-
ucts, Franklin Enterprises, KBC
Graphics, Boxo, and Corey Frazier
State Farm Insurance.

Completing the top ten were
Bobby Pierce, Boom Briggs, Bran-
don Overton, Josh Richards, and
Ricky Thornton, Jr.

For the latest breaking news
concerning the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series, including the lat-
est series standings, 2021 tour
schedule, driver information, and

more visit the official website
at: www.lucasdirt.com.

Overton Claims First
Win of the Year

TAMPA, FL - Current Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series Champi-
onship Point Leader Brandon Over-
ton picked up his first win of the
season on Friday Night at East Bay
Raceway Park. Overton grabbed
the lead from Tim McCreadie on
the 27th lap and went on to claim
his eighth career series win. A spir-
ited battle for the lead consumed
over half the race with more than
five different race leaders.

Tyler Bruening started 11th and
charged to second at the finish for
his best career LOLMDS fin-
ish.  McCreadie came home in third
followed by 21st starting Devin
Moran, and Shane Clanton.

Brian Shirley started on the pole
and led the first eight laps until
Jimmy Owens took over the lead,
but a few laps later Shirley re-
gained the point. Shirley stayed in
front until lap 26 when Mike Marlar

took over the lead. Marlarʼs lead
was short-lived as he held the lead
for just one circuit until McCreadie
charged ahead after a restart. Mc-
Creadie could not hold off Overton
who charged around him with 22
laps to go.

Overton, in Lucas Oil Victory
Lane for the fourth time, became
the sixth different winner in six
LOLMDS events in 2021. “After the
heat race, I said this one is going to
require a lot of luck. I got the lead at
the right time. I knew if I just kept
hanging around the top three that I
would get a win before the end of
the week. I started to feel like I was
going to leave here without winning
and that wasnʼt going to sit well
with me.”

Bruening was elated on the
podium with his highest finish in
LOLMDS competition. “We have
been really good, but weʼve gotten
tangled up in some stuff that wasnʼt
our doing this week. We have had
some really good speed. Now itʼs
up to the me to put it all together as
the driver, because this car is

(Continued Next Page)
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First Lucas Dirt Repeat
Winner of 2021

Tyler Erb takes the checkered flag at the Saturday night finale at
East Bay Raceway Park, his second Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries win of the season. (Paul Arch photo)

Brandon Overton raced his way to victory lane at East Bay Raceway Park on Friday night. (Paul Arch
photo)



Continued…

fantastic. Thanks to
my dad [Greg] and
Marshall Green at
Capital Race Cars. I
am thrilled to be up
here on the podium.”

McCreadie had
his best finish of the
2021 campaign as he
rounded out the
podium. “We have all
been chasing our tails
all week and weʼve
just been behind in our
plans. We had a good
run tonight, so thatʼs
cool. We just need to

be a bit better.” 
The winnerʼs Wells Motorsports

Longhorn Chassis is powered by
Clements Racing Engines and is
sponsored by Allstar Concrete,
Crossfit Overton, Garnto Southern,
EZGO, Big Dog Stump and Tree,
R.W. Powell Construction, Hurst
Construction, Dirt Mafia, Clean
Way Clearing and Grading, and
ATC Site Construction.

Completing the top ten were
Mark Whitener, Hudson
OʼNeal,  Earl Pearson Jr., Billy
Moyer, Jr., and Josh Richards.

Stormy Scott Records
First Career Lucas Dirt

Win Thursday at
East Bay

TAMPA, FL - Stormy Scott raced
to his first career win in the Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series on
Thursday Night at East Bay Race-
way Park as the 31-year-old New
Mexico native took the lead on lap
seven and never yielded the point
in winning the 40-lap main event. It
was the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Seriesʼ 100th-sanctioned event at
East Bay, dating back to 2005.

Scott, who started ninth in the
field, came to the front quickly by
passing Brian Shirley for the lead.
Scott then marched on to become
the fourth different winner in four
series races this season. Kyle
Bronson caught Scott in traffic but
kept his line to finish second. Tim
McCreadie had his first podium fin-
ish of the year taking third. Frank
Heckenast Jr. was fourth, with
Shirley taking fifth.

Scott in Lucas Oil Victory Lane
was relieved to get his first career
series win. “I canʼt thank everybody
enough for helping us get here, es-
pecially all of our sponsors and all
of my crew. We have probably had
the roughest two years in late mod-
els that anyone could ever have.
We started at the highest level and

everybody thought were fools for
doing that. I just canʼt stand defeat
and every time we got kicked in the
side we just kept going. I want to
thank my grandparents for this op-
portunity. During the race, I knew
when I moved up the track a little
bit I couldnʼt steer, and I started
watching in front of me and nobody
up there could steer as well. I
stayed on the bottom and if some-
body got by me then they deserved
it more than me.”

Bronson finished second at his
home track. “I think it was the hard-
est thing to do in my life to not leave
that bottom. I feel like McCreadie is
the best in the sport at hooking that
bottom. I knew if I got off the bot-
tom he [McCreadie] was going to
get past me. Stormy did a heck of a
job, he did everything he needed to
do out there. I am pretty excited to
see him win tonight, he has worked
hard the last two years.”

McCreadie, in his best finish of
the season took third.  “We just kind
of persevered out there.  We were
unbalanced. This is our second car.
This is hard to do. You spent a lot of
the night adapting to the way the
track is. For us, we havenʼt had a
lot of side-bite and traction.”

The winnerʼs Longhorn Chassis
is powered by a Clements Racing
Engine and sponsored by Rancho
Milagro Racing, Mesilla Valley
Transportation, KBC Graphics, Bil-
stein Shocks, and Eagle Moon
Farm.

Completing the top ten were
Mike Marlar, Ricky Thornton Jr.,
Ross Bailes, Brandon Overton, and
Ashton Winger.

Josh Richards
Collects First Lucas

Dirt Win of 2021
TAMPA, FL  - Josh Richards

joined both Tyler Erb and Stormy
Scott as drivers who started ninth

but came home with the win at East
Bay Raceway Park. The 2017
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
National Champion started inside
of the fifth row to score a feature
win this week.

Richards took the lead on lap
seven from Mark Whitener and
then proceeded to lead the rest of
the way to score his 32nd career
win on the LOLMDS tour and his
eighth career triumph at East Bay
Raceway Park. Brandon Overton
crossed the finish line a little over a
second behind the winner, in sec-
ond. Hudson OʼNeal finished in
third followed by Brian Shirley and
Devin Moran.

Whitener was looking for the
biggest win of his super late model
career and bolted to the lead at the
start on the second main event of
the night. Richards quickly went to
the front and was second by the
fourth circuit. Richards made his
move on Whitener, grabbing the
lead with seven laps scored.

Overton moved to second on lap
nine while Whitener remained in
the top three until he suffered a flat
tire with five laps to go. A caution
with one lap to go set-up a dash to
the finish with Richards holding off
Overton for the victory.

Richards went to Lucas Oil Vic-
tory Lane piloting a brand new race
car. “I was really frustrated in that
first race. I felt like we had a really
good car, but we had to take a pro-
visional and we moved up a little
and then we just ended up destroy-
ing our primary car in a wreck. I
canʼt thank the Mason Zeigler crew
enough for all of their help in get-
ting this thing ready for the second
feature. I felt like in then first few
laps it was going to be critical to get
to the front and it paid off.”

Overton is the current series
Point Leader heading into the final
two nights of racing this week. “I
tried to not make any mistakes and

then had to hope we still had
enough air in the tires to make it to
the end. I was worried about my left
rear tire, we went soft on it, but it
held up. I was scared to death I
was going to get a flat. So, I just
eased up on the restarts to try and
save them.”

OʼNeal earned his second
podium finish for Double Down Mo-
torsports so far this week. “I was
very concerned about my tires. You
try to drive it straight and keep my
tires underneath of me for a good
part of the race. We didnʼt have a
very good first feature tonight, but
we rebounded nicely in the second
round.”

The winnerʼs Clint Bowyer Rac-
ing Rocket Chassis is powered by
a Cornett Racing Engine and is
sponsored by iRacing, Rush Truck
Center, Big River Steel, Cometic
Gasket, and Ford Performance.

Completing the top ten were
Ricky Thornton Jr. Frank Hecke-
nast Jr., Kyle Bronson, Brandon
Sheppard, and Jimmy Owens.

Tyler Erb Wins
Tuesday Thriller at

East Bay
TAMPA, FL - Tyler Erb made a

late-race pass on Brandon Overton
to win Tuesday Nightʼs Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series event at
East Bay Raceway Park. A caution
flew on the final lap for Brandon
Sheppard just before the check-
ered flag, setting up a duel be-
tween Erb and Overton for the top
of the podium. The victory for Erb
was his 10th career win in Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series Compe-
tition, his third career win at “The
Clay by the Bay”, and his third
overall win of 2021.

Shirley jumped to the lead at the
start of the race and led the first
nine laps. Overton moved up from
his fifth starting spot to grab the
lead. A three-car battle for the lead
ensued between Overton, Shirley,
and Erb for the remainder of the
race.

In Lucas Oil Victory Lane for the
first time this season Erb com-
mented that the finish would have
made for a great television ending.
“I thought that would have made a
great tv thing. We were able to pull
through. It made my heart skip a
beat when I headed to the check-
ered and then the caution came
out. I was not happy about that. We
definitely had to work for everything
we have gotten this week. I canʼt
thank the crew enough for all they
do. Eric Brock gave me the oppor-
tunity of a lifetime to drive his car 

(Continued Next Page)
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Stormy Scott raced his way to his first career Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series win Thursday night at East Bay Raceway Park. (Paul
Arch photo)



and we hope to be in
for a long time.”

Overton was in the
hunt once again for a
victory at the 1/3 mile
oval track. “Itʼs just
hard to make that right
call every night on the
car because the track
changes so much. We
just want to keep it on
the podium.”

Shirley was the
overall fastest qualifier
for the 74 entrants and
was looking for his first
career win in the se-
ries and at East Bay
but came home third.

The winnerʼs Eric and Kelly
Brock-owned Best Performance
Motorsports Rocket Chassis is
powered by a Clements Racing En-
gine and is sponsored by Industrial
Resourcing Group, Roberts Bee
Company, First Class Septic,
Bazell Race Fuels, Lucas Oil Prod-
ucts, Sunoco Race Fuels, Keyser,
Franklin Enterprises, KBC Graph-
ics, Boxo, and Corey Frazier State
Farm Insurance. 

Completing the top ten were
Tanner English, Johnny Scott, Hud-
son OʼNeal, Devin Moran, and
Tyler Bruening.

Hudson OʼNeal
Takes Lucas Oil East

Bay Opener 
TAMPA, FL - Hudson OʼNeal

held off Brandon Sheppard to win
on opening night of the Wrisco In-
dustries 45th Annual Winternation-
als – Presented by Lucas Oil at
East Bay Raceway Park. OʼNeal
picked up the lead for good on lap
20 and held it to the checkered flag.
The win marked his eighth career
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
and second-ever at East Bay.

Sheppard finished .359 seconds
behind OʼNeal at the checkers.
Brandon Overton came home in
the third finishing position. Devin
Moran, who started 22nd finished
fourth. Earl Pearson, Jr. came from
24th to take fifth.

Kyle Bronson grabbed the lead
at the start of the 30-lap race and
led for five laps until OʼNeal took
over the top spot for lap 6. OʼNeal
would only hold the point for one
circuit until Bronson got back
around him. Tyler Erb powered to
the lead on lap 8 and then held the
lead until the 19th lap when he was
involved in a caution that relegated
him to the tail. Several cautions
dotted a competitive battle for the
lead that existed throughout the
race.

OʼNeal inherited the lead due to
Erbʼs misfortune, and began inch-
ing away from the field when a cau-
tion happened with two laps
remaining. On the final restart of
the race OʼNeal held off several at-
tempts from Sheppard on the last
lap for the victory, his first since last
Labor Day Weekend at
Portsmouth, Ohio on his 20th birth-
day.

“We went with a little different
tire choice than everybody else. I
was a little worried at the beginning
rolling down the frontstretch and I
saw everybody had on different
tires. I was hopeful that the track
would get slow enough where that
our gamble would pay off. This
Rocket Chassis has been awe-
some. We didnʼt have anything to
show how good we were at All-
Tech, and I am happy to redeem
myself here,” said the third-gener-
ation racer who was making his
second start for his new team.

Sheppard, who has been strong
at East Bay the last few years with
six victories came home in second.

Overton, who won 26 features a
year ago, finished in third.

“I kind of messed us up at All-
Tech the other night. On the first lap
there I hit the wall, so this is our first
really good run of the year. This is a
good way to start off the week at
East Bay.”

The winnerʼs Roger Sellers/Dou-
ble Down Motorsports Rocket
Chassis is powered by a Cornett
Racing Engine and is sponsored by
Lazydays RV, OʼNealʼs Salvage
and Recycling, Lucas Oil Products,
2150 Enterprises, and WR1 Sim
Chassis.

Completing the top ten were
Tony Jackson Jr., Tyler Erb, Tanner
English, Mike Marlar, and Jeff
Mathews.

Larson Dominates
Lucas Dirt Season
Opener at All-Tech 

LAKE CITY, FL - Kyle Larson
scored the victory in the first Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series event of
the season on Saturday night at All-
Tech Raceway. The 28-year-old
California native earned his second
career win in a dirt late model. On
his way to Lucas Oil Victory Lane
he took the lead from Tyler Erb on
lap 14 and proceeded to lap up to
the eighth-place finisher, eventually
winning the race by a stout 15 sec-
onds.

There was a tight battle for the
lead for the first 14 laps as Larson,
Erb, and Devin Moran battled for
the lead. Larson started sixth and
passed Erb for the point, com-
pletely dominating the rest of the
50-lap race which went caution
free. Moran moved into second on
lap 16 and stayed there the rest of
the race. New track record holder
Mike Marlar came home in third fol-
lowed by reigning Series Champion
Jimmy Owens, and Brandon Shep-
pard.

Erb started from the pole and
looked strong early on, but he
couldnʼt hold off the hard-charging
Larson who skated past Erb and
pulled away from the entire field.
Marlar got around Erb late in the
race as Erb lost three spots in the
closing laps to finish sixth. Owens
came from the 13th starting spot to

salvage a good finish taking fourth,
after a good battle with Sheppard.

In Lucas Oil Victory Lane Larson
was in amazement of his perform-
ance. “I have been asking a lot of
people how to run the bottom. I
have been really bad every time in
a late model about moving around.
I can run the top good but moving
around I havenʼt been very good.
So, I just tried to be a lot
smoother.  Gosh, my race car was
so fast. I could go anywhere I
wanted.”

Larson, who in 2020 captured
46 feature events and was the
open wheel driver of the year,
praised his car owner Kevin Rum-
ley for the win.

“Kevin Rumley and everyone
who works on this thing, itʼs such a
pleasure to drive. I cannot believe I
won Port Royal last year, and I
canʼt believe I won here. This is
awesome.”

Moran was pleased with his sec-
ond place run in the Tye Twarog-
owned entry. It was Moranʼs first
race since last October after having
off-season wrist surgery.

Marlar, who is attempting his first
full season with the series was
pleased with his opening night per-
formance.

The winnerʼs Rumley Engineer-
ing owned Longhorn Chassis is
powered by a Cornett Racing En-
gine and sponsored by Bilstein
Shocks, JVI Group, Mega Plumb-
ing of the Carolinas, Hot Rod Sep-
tic Treatment, and D&E Marine.

Completing the top ten were
Tyler Erb, Gregg Satterlee,
Jonathan Davenport, Kyle Bron-
son, and Brandon Overton.
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ENNIS, TX - Set
for March 4, 5, and 6
the ASCS Elite Non-
Wing Series pre-
sented by Abilene
Powder Coating will
open the 2021 season
with a bang as the in-
augural Smiley's Rac-
ing Products Texas
Wingless Nationals
will bring the best
open competition

around to Big O Speedway in
Ennis, Texas for a shot at a
$10,300 payday.

Set to follow the format used at
the Hockett/McMillin Memorial,
teams will compete each night with
cumulative event points setting the
stage for Saturdayʼs finale. How-
ever, if the number of entries
reaches 80, the field will be split
into two qualifying nights. The for-
mat will still follow the same
Heat/Qualifier layout with event
points awarded and combined to
set Saturday night. Passing Points
will be used to break any tie in the
event points.

Entry fee is $60 in advance, and
$100 the day of the race. Pit
Passes on March 4 and 5 are $35
per day and $40 on March 6.
Three-day Pit Passes are $100.
Team can register online at
https://www.myracepass.com/se-
ries/1846/registrations/ until March
3, 2021.

The event will be preceded by
an open practice on March 3 from
6:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. (CT). March
4, 5, and 6, Pits will open at 3:00
P.M. with Grandstands opening at
5:00 P.M. Hot Laps will be at 6:15
P.M. with racing at 7:00 P.M. (CT).
Grandstands Tickets are $15 per
day on March 4 and March 5.
March 6 is $20.

Two preliminary nights will be
$1,000 to win, $100 to start with
$50 to all non-qualifiers. Saturday
will be $10,300 to win, $400 to start
with $50 to all non-qualifiers.

The event is put on by ASCS
Elite Non-Wing Director, and series
owner, Nathan Moore. Questions
regarding the event or the tour
should be directed to him at (903)
780-9934.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the nine Regional Tours
that make up ASCS Nation in 2021,
log onto www.ascsracing.com, fol-

low on Facebook, on Instagram,
and Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Texas Wingless Nationals For-
mat:

All drivers will compete in both
qualifying nights as combined
points from Heat Races, Qualifiers,
B-Mains, and A-Mains will set the
lineup for Top 8 on Saturday night.
If the field reaches 80 pre-entries,
Qualifying Nights will be split.

Any tie in points will be broken
by Fridayʼs passing point totals.
ASCS Format will be utilized with
draw in for Heat Race starting po-
sition and passing points to deter-
mine drivers who advance to
Qualifiers and B-Mains. If the field
is split, passing points will be used
to break the tie.

Top 40 in Passing Points from
Heat Races will move into Quali-
fiers. Remainder will fall to the tail
of the nightʼs “B” Features. Number
of Qualifiers and invert will be
based on car count with the high-
est point earner from Heat Races
starting sixth in the first Qualifier.
Qualifiers will be 8 laps each. Pass-
ing Points will be utilized with the
driverʼs total points combined with
their Heat Race total. The top 16 in
combined Passing Points will ad-
vance to the A-Feature. Drivers will
not redraw for their starting posi-
tion. Lineup is straight up by the
combined Passing Point total. The
remainder will fall into B-Features.
Number of B-Features is depend-
ent upon the number of cars. 40-50
cars means remaining drivers will
drop into two “B” Features. 51 or
more will drop into three “B” Fea-
tures. Lineup will be done by pass-
ing point totals with 17th going to
the pole of the first “B” Feature,
18th to the pole of the second “B”
Feature, etc.

Top 5 from each B-Feature will
go into a Last Chance Qualifier
(LCQ). Lineup will be based off the
driverʼs accumulated Passing
Points from their Heat and Quali-
fier. Top 6 will advance to the final
three rows of the A-Feature.

Following the completion of Fri-
dayʼs program, event points will be
totaled with the Top 8 locked in,
straight up, into Saturdayʼs A-Fea-
ture. All other drivers will be lined
up into 4 Last Chance Qualifiers on
Saturday.

Lineup will be staggered by
points (9th to the pole of LCQ 1, 10
to the pole of LCQ 2, etc). Top 2 fin-
ishes in each LCQ will advance to

the A-Feature. Winners of LCQ 1
starts 9th, winner of LCQ 2 will start
10th, and so on.

The remainder of the field will fall
into three B-Main, straight up by
their finish. Top five from each B-
Main will move onto an LCQ.
Lineup will be straight up. Top six
from the LCQ will advance into the
A-Feature.

Format subject to change de-
pending on car count.

2021 ASCS Mid-South
Lineup Revealed

TULSA, OK - Ready for the
2021 season, the ASCS Mid-South
Region has released its lineup of
events which includes stops at a
dozen tracks across five states.

Based primarily in Arkansas with
a dozen events spread at six
tracks, the bulk of those stops,
seven to be exact, will be at Little
Rockʼs I-30 Speedway, which
opens the season with the Lucas
Oil American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network Friday, March 26 and Sat-
urday, March 27. Other dates at
“Hammer Hill” include June 22, July
24, September 11, and the COMP
Cams Short Track Nationals pre-
sented by Hoosier Tire on Friday,
October 1, and Saturday, October
2.

Other Arkansas ovals include
Texarkana 67 Speedway (May 21),
Crowleys Ridge
Speedway (June 11),
Diamond Park Speed-
way (June 26 and
September 4), River-
side International
Speedway (July 22),

and Batesville Motor Speedway
(July 23).

Looking outside Arkansas, the
tour will make stops at Louisianaʼs
Boothill Speedway in Greenwood
on April 10 and Revolution Park in
Monroe on May 8 and July 17. Mis-
sissippiʼs Jackson Motor Speed-
way will greet the tour on April 10.

Missouri will have a pair of re-
gional showdowns with Legit
Speedway Park on June 5 with the
Racinboys.com ASCS Warrior Re-
gion presented by Impact Signs,
Awnings, and Wraps and Monett
Motor Speedway on July 3 with the
American Bank of Oklahoma ASCS
Sooner Region presented by Smi-
leyʼs Racing Products.

One trip into Oklahoma for the
2021 season finale, the Mid-South
Region will again square off with
Sooner foes at Tri-State Speedway
in Pocola.

All regional events will feature a
$2,000 to win, $300 to start A-Fea-
ture. The ASCS Mid-South Region
will again be under the direction of
Terry Mattox who can be reached
by calling (918) 838-3777 or by
email to terry@ascsracing.com.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up ASCS Nation in 2021, log
onto www.ascsracing.com, follow
on Facebook, on Instagram, and
Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).
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Nationals Debuting at
Big O Speedway

2021 ASCS Mid-South Schedule:
Date Track

03/26/2021 ................................................................I-30 Speedway
03/27/2021 ................................................................I-30 Speedway
04/10/2021...........................................................Boothill Speedway
04/17/2021 ...............................................Jackson Motor Speedway
05/08/2021 ...............................................................Revolution Park
05/21/2021 .................................................Texarkana 67 Speedway
05/22/2021 ................................................................I-30 Speedway
06/05/2021.......................................................Legit Speedway Park
06/11/2021................................................Crowleys Ridge Raceway
06/26/2021 ................................................Diamond Park Speedway
07/03/2021..................................................Monett Motor Speedway
07/17/2021 ...............................................................Revolution Park
07/22/2021...................................Riverside International Speedway
07/23/2021 .............................................Batesville Motor Speedway
07/24/2021 ................................................................I-30 Speedway
09/4/2021 ..................................................Diamond Park Speedway
09/11/2021.................................................................I-30 Speedway
10/01/2021 ................................................................I-30 Speedway
10/02/2021 ................................................................I-30 Speedway
10/09/2021.........................................................Tri-State Speedway



With the 2021
Southern All Stars Dirt
Racing Series less
than 2 weeks away
from its season
opener as part of Win-
ter Freeze XI at
Screven Motorsports
Park, 2 drivers have
declared them selves
for the Cruise with the

Champions Rookie of the Year.
Austin Franklin from Montevallo,

Al. Austin  is 24 years old and he
drives the #22 Rocket XR1 chassis
and looks to run the entire season.
Austin is the nephew of 2020
champion Billy Franklin and com-
peted in a handful of races in the
2020 season. Austin has competed
4 years in a crate car and in 2018
was the ECM Speedway 604
Champion. 

Austinʼs sponsors are Showtime
Properties, Franklin Enterprises,
B&D Leasing, Franklin Fence, Total
Fire Protection, Competition Rac-
ing and Equipment, Wrap Tech and
RenFroe Racing.

Peyton Freeman from Com-
merce, GA. Peyton is 18 years old
and has been in driving for 8 years.
He drives the #F-1 Capital chassis

and looking to run the entire sea-
son. Peyton has won 43 late model
races in the crate and limited divi-
sions across the Southeast.

Peytonʼs sponsor are Madison
County Auto Parts, Freeman
Plumbing, Schafferʼs, Hoosier Tire
South, Priceʼs Septic and Dave
Gordon Auto Supply.

The points for the RotY are
awarded on the car count for each
event. For example, if there are 30
cars registered for the first race,
then the highest finishing declared
rookie will be awarded 30 points.
The second highest finishing rookie
will receive 29 points and so on. 

At the completion of the season,
the Rookie award goes to the driver
highest points. They will receive
$1,000.00, a cruise for 2 from
Cindy Knowles with Cruise with the
Champions and free entry to all
Southern All Stars events for the
following year.

West Georgia
Speedway Added to

2021 Schedule
The Southern All Stars Dirt rac-

ing Season is pleased to announce
a new venue added to the sched-

ule that the series has never visited
in its 38th year of racing. West
Georgia Speedway located in
Whitesburg, Georgia will host the
series on October 30th for the Billy
Clanton Memorial. The event will
be a $4,000.00 to win 40 lap race
with $400.00 to start.

“We are suer excited to be going
to a track that I grew up around and
also being the 1st time the South-
ern All Stars has visited this track”
said series announcer Dewayne
Keith.

“Many thanks to Mayes Massey
and Doug Stevens for having the
series on the red clay.”

Senoia Raceway to
Host Three Southern
All Stars Events in

2021
The Southern All Stars Dirt Rac-

ing Series is now just two weeks
away from beginning itʼs 38th year
of racing in the southeast as on
February 5th we kick off Winter
Freeze XI at Screven Motorsports
Park for the 50 lap $7,500.00 to
win. 

As Southern All Stars officials
continue to work with tracks to add
to the schedule, Senoia Raceway
in Senoia, GA has added another
race to the Southern All Stars 2021
schedule. On May 22nd the All
Stars will hit the gray clay for the
Roscoe Smith Classic paying
$4,044.00 to win the 44 lap event
and $400.00 to start.

Then on June 19th we return for
The 25th Annual Michael Head Jr
Memorial paying $5,054.00 to win
the 54 lapper classic.

October 23rd, Senoia manage-
ment has added The Hence Pollard
Memorial paying $10,000.00 to win
the 60 lapper and $500.00 to start.

Sunoco Fuels Returns
to Southern

All Stars Series
The Southern All Stars  Dirt Rac-

ing Series is entering itʼs 38th year
of bringing great super late model
action to tracks across the South-
east and proud to have Sunoco
Race Fuels from Insinger Perform-
ance on board again in 2021 as the
official racing fuel of the series.

“Sunoco Racing Fuel has been
a part of Southern All Stars Series
for many years and we are happy
to have them back again for the
2021 season” says SAS Ray Ten-
nyson.

“Sunoco sponsors our fast time
award each race and have been a
great partner with the series for
many years.

For more information about
Sunoco fuels and their products,
contact Nicholas Rogers, SE Race
Fuel Sales for Insinger Perform-
ance at 850-418-0559.

Follow The Southern All Star Dirt
Racing Series @:www.sasdirt.com,
w w w. f a c e b o o k / s o u t h e r n a l l -
stardirtracingseries.com, and on
twitter @sasdirt.
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Rookie of the Year





MOORESVILLE,
NC - In five select
races competitors with
sealed crate engines
will have an opportu-
nity to earn extra
bonus money in
CARS Super Late
Model events on the

2021 season schedule. The “Cash
for Crates” program will be utilized
to attract Pro Late Model competi-
tors who want to compete on the
CARS Super Late Model Tour in

2021.
The top three highest finishing

sealed crate engines in any posi-
tion will receive a bonus of $750,
$500, and $250 respectively in the
five select races.

The bonus money will be avail-
able at both Hickory events (3/20
and 7/31), Motor Mile (8/28), Tri-
County (9/11), and South Boston
(10/16).

All competitors that utilize a
crate engine must follow the CARS
Tour rulebook section, such as the

50lbs weight break, that addresses
crate engines as well as the Sealed
Engine Alliance Leaders (S.E.A.L.)
for crate engine specifications.

“Allowing the crate engines to
compete equally with the CARS
Super Late Model Tour package is
nothing new for us. It is something
that has been in our rulebook for a
number of years now, just this year
we wanted to be more vocal about
it so we came up with some bonus
money to give back to those com-
petitors who come out and race
with a crate engine,” explained Se-
ries Owner, Jack McNelly.

“Weʼve had guys thatʼs won
races with crate motors in the past,
the biggest one that comes to mind
is Chris Dilbeck a few year ago. So
not only will this money be up for
grabs to compete, but to win races
as well. Hopefully it will lead to a
few more cars racing with us on a

regular basis too.”
Additional bonus for all competi-

tors that will be utilized in the same
select five races on the 2021 sea-
son schedule will be announced in
the coming weeks. Those bonuses
will be upwards of $7,000 per event
and will include a slight change in
race format compared to years
past.  

For additional information on the
CARS Late Model Stock Tour and
the CARS Super Late Model Tour
visit www.carsracingtour.com.

Be sure to stay active and social
with the tour by liking “CARS Tour”
on Facebook, following @CARS-
Tour on Twitter, and scrolling
through photos on Instagram
cars_tour.

Additional series information can
be obtained by calling the CARS
Tour series office, located in
Mooresville, NC, at 704.662.9212.
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The 2021 ARCA
Menards Series East
season begins with a
few givens. One being
the fact that the East
Series schedule starts
at Floridaʼs New
Smyrna Speedway for
the eighth consecutive
year as part of the
trackʼs World Series of
Asphalt Stock Car
Racing.

Another is that Sam Mayer, who
dominated last yearʼs shortened
East season on the way to his sec-
ond consecutive series title, will not
make it three in a row. The defend-
ing champion has graduated to par-
tial ARCA Menards Series and
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series schedules.

Which means the ARCA
Menards Series East 2021 title
race is wide-open. Mayer set the
tone last season when he won the
opener at New Smyrna. Everyone
in the field for this yearʼs opener on
Monday, Feb. 8, is looking to do the
same.

Fans will be able to attend the
race at New Smyrna and can watch
the race live on Trackpass on NBC
Gold.

WHAT TO WATCH FOR: Mayer
won last seasonʼs opener at New
Smyrna, as well as the last two
East Series championships, in
Maury Gallagherʼs No. 21 GMS
Racing Chevrolet.

That ride now belongs to Jack

Wood, the 20-year-old from
Loomis, California, who arrives in
the ARCA Menards Series East
after a couple seasons competing
for his family-owned Velocity Rac-
ing team.

Wood is expected to be among
the East Series title contenders in
2021. The same goes for Taylor
Gray, the 15-year-old who will run
the full East Series schedule for
David Gilliland Racing.

Gray earned his first win on the
ARCA Menards Series platform last
season when he took the victory in
the October West Series race at
Kern County Raceway Park in Bak-
ersfield, California. The Denver,
North Carolina, native now has a
series championship on the short
list of goals.

Also beginning his 2021 ARCA
Menards Series East title run at
New Smyrna is Mason Diaz for for
Visconti Motorsports. The 20-year-
old from Manassas, Virginia
notched three top-10 victories as
an East Series rookie last season
driving for Venturini Motorsports.

Another driver looking to chal-
lenge for the 2021 East title begin-
ning at New Smyrna is 17-year-old
Daniel Dye, the DeLand, Florida,
native driving for Ben Kennedy
Racing.

Other notables in the field for the
East Series opener at New Smyrna
include Carson Kvapil and Rajah
Caruth. Kvapil, the son of 2003
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series champion Travis Kvapil, will

make his ARCA Menards debut at
the half-mile banked oval and will
team with fellow Wisconsinite
Parker Retzlaff under supervision
of team owner Bruce Cook.

Caruth also will make his series
debut at New Smyrna. The 17-
year-old joined the NASCAR Drive
4 Diversity program last season
and ran late models throughout the
southeast. He will drive the No. 6
Toyota fielded by Rev Racing and
team owner Max Siegel.

Ohio native Brandon Oakley is
returning to the series, as well, in a
family-owned Toyota. Sammy
Smith will wheel the familiar No. 18
Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota that Ty
Gibbs will run nationally in the
ARCA Menards Series.

The complete entry list for Mon-
dayʼs race at New Smyrna will be
released in the coming days.

CREW CHIEF HANDOUT: The
starting field for the Jeep Beach
175 is limited to 26 plus provisional
positions. This event will be run
under the 2021 ARCA Menards Se-
ries East rules, procedures, regula-

tions and specifications.
QUALIFYING: Starting positions

will be set by two consecutive lap
qualifying (6 p.m. ET on Monday,
Feb. 8). No adjustments or repairs
may be made on cars after taking
the green flag at the start/finish line.

All cars must make a qualifying
attempt, and all drivers must prac-
tice before they can qualify.

RACE PIT STOP: All cars will be
required to make at least one pit
stop. Adding or moving tires to or
from pit box once the race has
started is prohibited.

The modified live pit stop proce-
dure is in place for this event. There
will be a competition caution period
at or near the halfway point of the
race.

The maximum tire allotment
available for this event is as fol-
lows: Per ARCA Rulebook, maxi-
mum number of tires allowed in pit
box for use in race is four (4). The
maximum tire purchase at track for
the event is as follows: four tires for
practice, an additional eight tires for
qualifying and race.
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SALEM, IN - The
2020 Champion Rac-
ing Association Pow-
ered by JEGS Virtual
Awards Banquet,
which was presented
by Shepherd Insur-
ance, was held Mon-
day on Speed 51.TV.
The Chase for the
Championship com-

petitors in 2020 ARCA/CRA Super
Series Powered by JEGS points,
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Pre-
sented by Chevrolet Performance
points, Voreʼs Welding & Steel CRA
Late Model Sportsman Powered by
JEGS points Van Hoy Oil CRA
Street Stocks Powered by JEGS
points and Victory Custom Trailers
CRA Junior Late Models points
were all honored at the banquet
along with several special awards.

Josh Brock was officially
crowned the 2020 ARCA/CRA
Super Series Champion, his sec-
ond series Championship after also
claiming the 2018 Championship.
Jaren Crabtree was officially
crowned the 2020 Cometic Gas-
kets Rookie of the Year and fin-
ished sixth in the Chase. Also
honored was Chase for the Cham-
pionship runner-up Greg Van Alst,
third place Michael Simko, fourth
place Cody Coughlin and fifth place
Logan Runyon. 

Simko was the 2020 Sunoco
Race Fuels Sportsman of the Year
Award winner for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series. Willie Allen and
Jimmy Tucker were Co-winners of
the 2020 Outerwears Crew Chief of
the Year Award. Allen was the Crew
Chief for Cody Coughlin, while
Tucker was Crew Chief for Michael
Simko. 

Cody Coughlin was officially
crowned the 2020 JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour Presented by Chevrolet
Performance Champion, it was his
third Championship with the series,
becoming the only three-time
Championship winner with the se-
ries. Chase Burda officially
crowned the Senneker Perform-
ance Rookie of the Year Award win-
ner and finished fifth in the Chase.
Also honored was Chase for the
Championship runner-up Travis
Braden, third place Charlie
Keeven, fourth place Josh Brock,
sixth place Mandy Chick, seventh
place Zachary Tinkle and eighth

place Trever McCoy.  
Burda was the 2020 Sunoco

Race Fuel Sportsman of the Year
Award winner for the JEGS/CRA
All-Stars Tour. 

Billy Hutson was honored as the
2020 Voreʼs Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman Champion, it
was his second series Champi-
onship, he also won in 2007. Tan-
ner Jack was honored as the 2020
Rookie of the Year Award winner
for the series and finished fourth in
the series Chase.  Also honored
was Chase for the Championship
runner-up Cassten Everidge, third
place Austin Coe, fifth place Kent
Carson and sixth place Cory
Adams.  

Jack was honored as the CRA
Late Model Sportsman Chewʼs
Garage and Performance Sports-
man of the Year Award winner. 

Brandon Roberts was honored
as the 2020 Van Hoy Oil CRA
Street Stock Champion, his first
ever CRA Championship and was
honored as the series 2020 Rookie
of the Year Award, becoming the
first ever driver in that series to
claim both awards in the same sea-
son. Also honored was Chase for
the Championship runner-up Jason
Atkinson, third place Andrew
Teepe, fourth place Josh Poore,
fifth place Chad Pendleton, sixth
place Alan Williams Jr. and seventh
place Troy Phillips. 

Teepe was awarded the 2020
Chewʼs Garage and Performance
Sportsman of the Year Award for
the CRA Street Stocks. 

Katie Hettinger was officially
crowned the 2020 Victory Custom
Trailers CRA Junior Late Model
Champion, becoming the first fe-
male Champion in the 24-year his-
tory of CRA. Also honored was
second in points Zach Wilhelm,
third place Evan Varney, fourth
place Keegan Sobilo, fifth place
Dawson Knaul, sixth place Jordon
Riddick and seventh place Kody
King.  

Varney was awarded the 2020
Chewʼs Garage and Performance
Sportsman of the Year Award for
the series. Sobilo was awarded the
seriesʼ first ever Rookie of the Year
Award.  

In all, over $128,000 in cash and
product awards were distributed to
the 34 CRA teams represented at
the 2020 CRA Virtual Awards Ban-

quet Presented by Shepherd Insur-
ance. Special thanks to Tom Ryan
with Speed 51 and Awards Ban-
quet host Adam Mackey for all their
hard work in putting the first ever
CRA Virtual Awards Banquet to-
gether! 

More information on all the CRA
Series is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com.

Rowdy Manufacturing
to Continue

Sponsorship of
ARCA/CRA

Super Series Fast
Qualifier Award

SALEM, IN - Champion Racing
Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials have announced that Rowdy
Manufacturing has agreed to con-
tinue their sponsorship of the
Rowdy Manufacturing Fast Quali-
fier Award with the ARCA/CRA
Super Series Powered by JEGS for
the 2021 season, the 25th season
of competition for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series. 

“We are very excited to continue
our sponsorship with the
ARCA/CRA Super Series for the
2021 season,” remarked Rowdy
Manufacturing General Manager
Cody Glick. “This is a great pro-
gram that will award the Fast Qual-
ifier of every event and offers a
great year end award for one lucky
driver! Rowdy had a great 2020
season, and we are looking forward
to continuing that success in 2021!”

“We greatly appreciate Rowdy
Manufacturing continuing to sup-
port the ARCA/CRA Super Series
again in 2021,” remarked R.J.
Scott, Managing Partner with CRA.
“Itʼs great to have a company like
Rowdy Manufacturing supporting
our racers at every event this sea-
son. We look forward to working
with them throughout the season!” 

The Rowdy Manufacturing Fast
Qualifier at the Redbud 400, the
Winchester 400 and the All Ameri-
can 400 will receive a $500 cash
bonus from Rowdy Manufacturing.
The Rowdy Manufacturing Fast
Qualifier at the Fly Over States
150, the Money in the Bank 150,
the Battle at Berlin 251and the Jen-
nerstown Speedway event will re-
ceive a $200 cash bonus from
Rowdy Manufacturing. The Rowdy
Manufacturing Fast Qualifier at the
series regular 100 and 125 lap
events will receive a $100 cash
bonus from Rowdy Manufacturing. 

Each time a driver is a Rowdy
Manufacturing Fast Qualifier Award
winner during the 2021 season,
their name will go into a drawing

that will be held at the All American
400, the driverʼs name that is draw
at the All American 400 Drivers
Meeting on Sunday, will receive the
cost of a bare Rowdy Manufactur-
ing Chassis off a Rowdy Manufac-
turing Rolling Chassis.

Rowdy Manufacturing, founded
by 2015 and 2019 NASCAR Cup
Series champion Kyle Busch and
co-owned by Justin Oertel, is a
racecar manufacturer based in
Mooresville, North Carolina. In
2018, Busch combined forces with
Oertel, who purchased Hamke
Racecars & Parts the same year,
bringing two of the most successful
manufacturers in the country to-
gether as one.

Since its inception in 2016,
Rowdy manufactured chassisʼ
have won numerous races from
coast-to-coast including the Snow-
ball Derby (2017 and 2018), the
Winchester 400 (2017), the Winter
Showdown (2018), the Redbud
300 (2018), the Short Track U.S.
Nationals (2018), the Battle at
Berlin 251 (2019), the Masters of
the Pros 150 (2020) and the All
American 400 (2020). 

Hamke Racecars & Parts, which
was originally founded by the late
Robert Hamke in 1981, has been
trusted for the last 37 years by
many notable drivers that have
competed, and racked up many
race victories and championships
across the country using Hamke
chassis. More information is avail-
able on Rowdy Manufacturing at
www.rowdymfg.com. 

More Information on all the CRA
Series is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com. 

Cometic Gasket to
Continue Support of
the ARCA/CRA Super

Series for 2021
SALEM, IN - Champion Racing

Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials announced today that
Cometic Gasket would continue its
support of the ARCA/CRA Super
Series Powered by JEGS for the
2021 race season, the 25th season
of competition for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series and Champion Rac-
ing Association. Cometic Gasket
will once again be the Official Gas-
ket of the ARCA/CRA Super Series
and will be involved in several pro-
grams supporting the series racers
throughout the season. Cometic
Gasket has been a valued sup-
porter of the ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries for several seasons.

“Itʼs always great to have the
continued support of a company 

(Continued Next Page)
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Continued…

like Cometic Gasket,”
remarked R.J. Scott,
Managing Partner of
the ARCA/CRA Super
Series. “We greatly
appreciate Bob Gor-
manʼs support of our
series in the past and
for the upcoming 2021
season. We look for-
ward to another suc-
cessful season with
the help of committed
sponsors like Cometic
Gasket!”

Cometic Gasket
will be involved as a

Product Contingency sponsor at
each series event during the 2021
season. Cometic Gasket will award
a $50 Product Certificate to the 8th
place finisher at every series event.
In addition, Cometic Gasket will
award the second highest finishing
Rookie Contender at each event
with a $25 Product Certificate. At
the 2021 Champion Racing Asso-
ciation Awards Banquet, Cometic
Gasket will award a $200 Product
Certificate to the 8th place finisher
in final series points, a $200 Prod-
uct Certificate to the highest finish-
ing Rookie Contender and a $200
Product Certificate that will be
given away by random draw from
the 2021 ARCA/CRA Super Series
Chase for the Championship com-
petitors.

Cometic Gasket will also support
the series with year-end cash
award bonuses again in 2021.
Cometic Gasket will award an $800
Season Hardcharger Award bonus
to the driver in the top 15 in series
points who advances the most po-
sitions during the 2021 season.
Cometic Gasket will award the
2021 ARCA/CRA Super Series
Rookie of the Year with a $300
cash bonus. Cometic Gasket will
also award a $300 Cometic Gasket
Hard Luck Award bonus to the
driver in the top 10 in final series
points with the most DNFʼs during
the 2021 season.

At the 2020 CRA Virtual Awards
Banquet on January 18th, Jaren
Crabtree was awarded the Cometic
Gasket 2020 Season Hardcharger
Award bonus for advancing the
most positions during the 2020
season. Crabtree also received the
Cometic Gasket Rookie Award
Bonus for being the series 2020
Rookie of the Year. Hunter Jack
was awarded the Cometic Gasket
Hard Luck Award bonus for the
most DNFʼs during the 2020 sea-
son.

Cometic Gasket, Inc. is a lead-

ing worldwide supplier of gaskets
and engine sealing solutions for the
Automotive Performance, Power-
sports, Original Equipment and Re-
manufactured Engine Industries. 

All Cometic products are made
in the United States with materials
manufactured on American soil.

Cometic Gasket offers over
85,000 SKUs, shipping gaskets
and engine sealing solutions
across the globe. Cometic com-
bines advanced materials with the
most current manufacturing
processes to provide custom-tai-
lored solutions to meet the needs
of each individual customer. Engi-
neers analyze the environment in
which the gasket will perform, se-
lect the proper material, and apply
the appropriate technology to offer
the best-performing gaskets avail-
able in todayʼs ever-changing mar-
ketplace. Cometic gaskets are the
industry standard for champi-
onship-winning teams across multi-
ple disciplines of both professional
and amateur motorsports.

For more information about
Cometic, visit www.cometic.com.

Strange Oval to
Continue Marketing

Partnership with CRA
for 2021

SALEM, IN - Champion Racing
Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials and Strange Oval represen-
tatives have announced that
Strange Oval has agreed to con-
tinue as a marketing partner with
CRA for the upcoming 2021 racing
season. Strange Oval will support
the ARCA/CRA Super Series Pow-
ered by JEGS and the JEGS/CRA
All-Stars Tour Presented by
Chevrolet Performance again in
2021. 

“Itʼs now the fourth year that
Strange Oval will be involved as a
contingency sponsor with CRA and
the partnership has worked excep-
tionally well,” remarked Jim Kontje,
President of Strange Oval. “CRA
provides a direct link to those com-
petitors we are trying to reach with
our products. Itʼs a series that we
actively attend and support
throughout the season and itʼs
been very beneficial for all in-
volved. CRA is exactly what weʼre
looking for with our contingency in-
volvement and provides great
value and exposure.”

Strange Oval will award the fifth
place finishers at the following
ARCA/CRA Super Series events
with a set of Strange Oval Axles
valued at over $450: Nashville Fair-
grounds Speedway on May 8th, Fly
Over States 150 at Winchester

Speedway on May 18th, Money in
the Bank at Berlin Raceway on
June 9th, the Redbud 400 at An-
derson Speedway on July 12th, the
Battle at Berlin 251 at Berlin Race-
way on August 21st, The Glass City
200 at Toledo Speedway on Sep-
tember 18, the Winchester 400 at
Winchester Speedway on October
17th and the All-American 400 in
Nashville on October 31st. In addi-
tion they will award the fifth place
finisher in final series points with a
set of Drive Plates valued at over
$500. 

Strange Oval will award the fifth-
place finishers at the following
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour events
with a set of Strange Oval Axles
valued at over $450: Nashville Fair-
grounds Speedway on May 8th, the
Masters of the Proʼs at Nashville on
July 17th , The Fall Brawl 100 at
Lucas Oil Raceway on October 2nd
and the All-American 400 JEGS
Tour race in Nashville on October
31st. In addition, they will award the
fifth-place finisher in final series
points with a set of Axles valued at
over $500.

“We are excited that Strange
Oval will be continuing their support
of CRA and our racers,” remarked
Glenn Luckett, Managing Partner
of CRA.

Strange Oval is a newer division
of Strange Engineering; a company
whoʼs been manufacturing drive-
train and related components for
the highest competition categories
in the NHRA & IHRA drag racing
sanctions since 1965. Strange Oval
was established in 2012 with the
objective of offering superior com-
ponents with a performance aspect
different than anything that had
been previously offered within the
oval track market. The Strange
Oval “Wrap Axles” are now an es-
sential component to any competi-
tor thatʼs serious about winning
races. We are committed to servic-
ing the circle track market with the
same innovation, motivation & ded-
ication that has defined us for over
50 years. More information about
Strange Oval is available at
www.strangeoval.com.

PFC Brakes Back with
CRA for 2021

SALEM, IN - Officials of Cham-
pion Racing Association Powered
by JEGS and PFC Brakes have an-
nounced that PFC Brakes will con-
tinue as a marketing partner with
CRA for the 2021 race season.
PFC Brakes will continue as the Of-
ficial Brake System of the
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS and the JEGS/CRA All-

Stars Tour Presented by Chevrolet
Performance. PFC Brakes will also
continue as the Official Brake Pad
of the ARCA/CRA Super Series,
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour, Voreʼs
Welding CRA Late Model Sports-
man, Van Hoy Oil CRA Street
Stocks and the Victory Custom
Trailers CRA Junior Late Models. 

PFC Brakes will award a pair of
PFC Brakes Brake Discs to the
sixth-place finisher at each
ARCA/CRA Super Series and
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour event
during the  2021 race season. In
addition, PFC Brakes will award a
pair of PFC Brakes Brake Discs to
the 6th place finisher in each series
final standings and to each series
Champion, as well as each series
Rookie of the Year. PFC Brakes will
be a major pointʼs fund sponsor of
the ARCA/CRA Super Series and
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour during
the 2021 race season.

PFC Brakes will award a Box of
PFC Brake Pads to the fifth place
finisher at each ARCA/CRA Super
Series, JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour,
Voreʼs Welding CRA Late Model
Sportsman, Van Hoy Oil CRA
Street Stocks and the Victory Cus-
tom Trailers CRA Junior Late Mod-
els event during the 2021 race
season. In addition, PFC Brakes
will award a Box of PFC Brake
Pads to the fifth-place finisher in
each series final points and to each
series Champion, as well as each
series Rookie of the Year.

“We are very excited to continue
our marketing partnership between
PFC Brakes and CRA for the 2021
season,” remarked Chris Dilbeck,
with PFC Brakes. “We look forward
to working with the ARCA/CRA
Super Series and JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour teams again as the Offi-
cial Brake System and with all five
CRA series as the Official Brake
Pad. Our growing customer base in
the short track Template Late
Model market is very humbling and
I cannot think of a better way to
give back than to continue to sup-
port seriesʼ such as CRA.” 

PFC Brakes is the #1 choice for
motorsports, fleets, auto manufac-
tures and first responders. PFC de-
livers the best brakes on the
market guaranteed to outlast and
outperform the competition. PFC
Brakes are bred to win from the
track to the jobsite! Excite the cus-
tomer by exceeding their expecta-
tions, with the absolute best
product, delivery, and value
through a total commitment to
product and process integrity.

More information on PFC
Brakes can be found at
www.pfcbrakes.com
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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - The Mo-
torsports Hall of Fame
of America's (MSHFA)
signature exhibit, the
40-foot tall "Sweep of
Speed," underwent an
exciting transforma-
tion heading into the

New Year and again is ready to
wow visitors and Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway (DIS) tour guests. 

Just before the holiday season,
a crew from Orlando-based Nassal
removed two vehicles from the
soaring exhibit of historic racers
and replaced them with two others
over the course of two days. It's the
first major refresh of the Sweep of
Speed since 2016 - the year the
MSHFA museum opened in the
Ticket & Tours Building at DIS fol-
lowing its move from Michigan.

"Any time you come to the Mo-
torsports Hall of Fame of America
here in Daytona you can be sure
you'll see some of the greatest
American racing vehicles ever,"
MSHFA President George Levy
said. "Sometimes that literally in-
volves reaching for the sky." 

The two-day transformation was
captured in a 90-second time lapse
video available at www.mshf.com.

The Sweep of Speed features a
31-degree slice of Daytona Inter-
national Speedway's famous high-
banked turns. A pack of historic
vehicles across motorsports disci-
plines are mounted on the banking,
with others suspended from the
roof behind them.

Viewed together, these ma-
chines jockey in timeless, overhead
competition toward an ever-elusive
checkered flag.

The 1979 Can-Am champion
Lola T333CS of 2020 inductee
Jacky Ickx, and the Scott Dixon
driven 2008 Indy 500-winning Dal-
lara-Honda IR-05, on loan from
2016 inductee Chip Ganassi and
Chip Ganassi Racing, were the two
new cars installed. 

The brawny 1970 Lola T165
Can-Am car of 2000 MSHFA in-
ductee Peter Gregg, and an exqui-
site replica of the Rodger Ward
(MSHFA Class of 1995) 1959 Indi-
anapolis 500 winning roadster that
also honors 1996 inductee and
chassis-builder A.J. Watson, previ-

ously lived in the display. 
Moving precious four-wheeled

artifacts requires patience and skill.
Nassal's crew employed cranes,
pulleys and teamwork to detach the
Lola and the Watson roadster from
the banking on the first day and in-
stalled the Ickx Can-Am champion
and Dixon Indy 500 winner the fol-
lowing day.

Access to the MSFHA is in-
cluded with every Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway tour, which run
throughout each day, or as a mu-
seum-only ticket. The attraction is
open daily nearly year round ex-
cept holidays and on major DIS
race and event days. 

About the Motorsports Hall of
Fame of America: The MSHFA is
the only hall of fame that honors
achievers in all forms of American
motorsports: cars, motorcycles, air-
planes, off road and powerboats.
Induction is decided by a straight
vote among 200 experts, about half
of them inductees themselves. Its
mission is to celebrate and instill
the American motorsports values of
leadership, creativity, originality,
teamwork and the spirit of competi-
tion. It was founded by Larry G.
Ciancio and Ronald A. Watson and
conducted its first induction in
1989. Watson spent the next 30
years tirelessly building it into the
nation's premier motorsports hall of
fame until his sudden passing in
2019. The original museum in Novi,
Mich., relocated to Daytona Beach,
Fla., in 2016 and greets more than
100,000 visitors a year. The
MSHFA is operated by the nonprofit
Motorsports Museum and Hall of
Fame of America Foundation, Inc.

NASCAR, iRacing
Announce Return of

eNASCAR iRacing Pro
Invitational Series

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - After a
historic debut season that set the
high watermark in viewership for
televised esports programming, the
eNASCAR iRacing Pro Invitational
Series is set to return in 2021.

NASCAR and iRacing jointly an-
nounced today that a new-look Pro
Invitational will see NASCAR Cup
Series stars compete virtually in a
10-race schedule that will comple-

ment NASCARʼs real-life racing
schedule, offering fans a new mid-
week competition featuring
NASCARʼs top drivers. FOX
Sports, which helped NASCAR and
iRacing set viewership records with
the inaugural Pro Invitational last
season, will broadcast the first five
races of the series live in primetime
on FS1. NBC Sports will air the
final five races of the series, with its
schedule and details to be an-
nounced at a later date.

With the NASCAR Cup Series
set to visit new tracks and new
markets in 2021, this yearʼs Pro In-
vitational will feature a mix of tracks
designed primarily to preview the
upcoming weekendʼs “real life” race
– a feature that will be particularly
beneficial in giving fans an idea of
what to expect as the real-life driv-
ers take on challenging new circuits
throughout the season.

“The success of our eNASCAR
iRacing Pro Invitational Series was
underscored by an industry-wide
effort to entertain fans during the
early months of the global pan-
demic,” said Tim Clark, NASCAR
senior vice president and chief dig-
ital officer. “This year the Pro Invi-
tational will return with a schedule
of midweek races that will bridge
the gap between our real-world
races each weekend.” 

"After last year's Pro Invitational
success, weʼre proud that our part-
ners at NASCAR, FOX, and the
race teams view the series as an
integral part of their marketing and
fan engagement strategies for
2021,” said Steve Myers, iRacing
executive producer. “Itʼs even more
fulfilling that the industry has rallied
around our platform not only as the
most authentic re-creation of the
sport, but also a terrific tool to help
grow NASCARʼs audience and
generate revenue to strengthen the

entire ecosystem.”
The first five mid-week events

will air on FS1 on select Wednes-
day nights beginning March 24th,
featuring an exciting mix of races
that include Bristol Motor Speed-
wayʼs new dirt configuration, fan-fa-
vorites such as Talladega
Superspeedway and Darlington
Raceway, and Austin, Texasʼ famed
Circuit of the Americasʼ facility.
NBC Sports will pick up the second
half of the 10-race season once the
networkʼs broadcast window be-
gins in June.

“FOX Sports embraced the
eNASCAR iRacing Invitational Se-
ries in the spring as a way to keep
race fans entertained, but we
quickly realized it was a product
and collaboration that we would
continue to explore,” said FOX
Sports Executive Producer,
EVP/Head of Operations and Pro-
duction Brad Zager. “The product is
best-in-class, it delivers NASCAR
to an even broader audience and,
letʼs face it, itʼs a heckuva lot of
fun.”  

Details around the fifth race in
the FS1 window, plus further plans
for the second half of the ̓ 21 Pro In-
vitational schedule, will be an-
nounced at a later date.

For more information on the
eNASCAR iRacing Pro Invitational
Series, along with other esports ini-
tiatives, visit www.eNASCAR.com.
2021 eNASCAR iRacing Pro Invi-
tational Series (First Five-Races)

Wednesday, March 24
Bristol (Dirt) - 8-9:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 21
Talladega - 7-8:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 5
Darlington - 8-9:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 19
COTA - 7-8:30 p.m.

Wednesday, June 2
Track-TBD - 8-9:30 p.m.
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New Vehicles Added to
Motorsports Hall of Fame of

America's 40-Foot Tall
"Sweep of Speed"
Exhibit at Daytona

The Motorsports Hall of Fame of America adds new cars to their
“Sweep of Speed” exhibit. (MSHFA photo)



Bristol
Motor Speedway

BRISTOL, TN -
NASCAR officials an-
nounced the stage
lengths for all three of
its major touring se-
ries, including each of
the 2021 races sched-
uled at Bristol Motor
Speedway.

The highly-antici-
pated Food City Dirt
Race on Sunday,
March 28 (3:30 p.m.,
FOX, PRN), the first
dirt race for the
NASCAR Cup Series
in more than 50 years,

will be divided into three stages for
a 250-laps total. The first stage will
be 75 laps, followed by another 75-
lapper in stage two and what prom-
ises to be a thrilling 100-lap final
stage on the temporary dirt surface
at The Last Great Colosseum,
which will feature 19-degree bank-
ing in the turns.

The Camping World Truck Se-
riesʼ Pintyʼs Truck Race on Dirt (8
p.m., FS1, MRN), scheduled for
Saturday March 27 under the
lights, will be showcased in a 150-
lap race that will be broken into
stages of 40, 50 and 60 laps.

All three of NASCARʼs major
touring series will visit Thunder Val-
ley in September and will compete
on the traditional all-concrete half-
mile track. The Bass Pro Shops
NRA Night Race (7:30 p.m.,
NBCSN and PRN) on Saturday
night, Sept. 18, will once again
serve as the Round of 16 elimina-
tion race in the Cup Series Playoffs
and will be split up into stages of
125, 125 and 250 laps for a total of
500 laps.

The Food City 300 (7:30 p.m.,
NBCSN and PRN) on Friday night,
Sept. 17, will serve as the regular
season finale and will set the field
for the NASCAR Xfinity Series
playoffs. The three stages of the
race will be 85, 85 and 130 laps.

The UNOH 200 presented by
Ohio Logistics (9 p.m., FS1 and
MRN) on Thursday night, Sept. 16,
will serve as the Camping World
Truck Seriesʼ first playoff elimina-
tion race in the Round of 10 with
stages of 55, 55 and 90 laps.

To make the event as safe as
possible for all attendees, BMS is
instituting procedures to reduce
contact and crowd density as
guests and competitors purchase
tickets, enter the grounds, enjoy
the event and depart the facil-
ity. Face coverings will be a re-
quired accessory in high-traffic
areas inside and outside the sta-

dium for all guests who attend. The
“Mask Up” campaign is part of an
important initiative by Bristol Motor
Speedway that strongly encour-
ages the public to wear face cover-
ings, not only when they are visiting
the Speedway, but also when they
are out in the surrounding commu-
nities as well, and to follow all of the
necessary protocols and guidelines
to do their part to help reduce the
spread of COVID-19.

Founded in 1961, Bristol Motor
Speedway is celebrating its 60th
anniversary in 2021 and will reflect
on the great moments that have
made the multi-use sports and en-
tertainment destination one of the
very best for creating wow mo-
ments and cherished memories for
fans. Home to epic NASCAR races
and other major motorsports
events, as well as NFL and college
football games, a wide variety of
music concerts and other captivat-
ing events, Bristol Motor Speedway
has shined in the spotlight on many
occasions throughout the past six
decades. The latest venture to host
a return to NASCARʼs roots of dirt
racing will certainly add to that
legacy.

2021 NASCAR STAGE
LENGTHS FOR RACES AT BRIS-
TOL MOTOR SPEEDWAY:

March 27, Pintyʼs Truck Race on
Dirt NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series, 40/50/60 (150 laps)

March 28, Food City Dirt Race
NASCAR Cup Series, 75/75/100
(250 laps)

Sept. 16, UNOH 200 presented
by Ohio Logistics NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series, 55/55/90
(200 laps)

Sept. 17, Food City 300
NASCAR Xfinity Series, 85/85/130
(300 laps)

Sept. 18, Bass Pro Shops NRA
Night Race NASCAR Cup Series,
125/125/250 (500 laps)

For ticket information, please
visit www.bristolmotorspeedway.
com or call the BMS Ticket Sales
Center at (866) 415-4158.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL -

GRAMMY®-winning international
superstar, Pitbull, will serve as the
Grand Marshal for the 63rd DAY-
TONA 500 on Sunday, February
14, and will give the command for
drivers to start their engines (2:30
p.m. ET on FOX, FOX Deportes,
MRN Radio and SiriusXM
NASCAR Radio) at the 2.5-mile
Daytona International Speedway.

"Itʼs an honor to be named
Grand Marshal for the 63rd DAY-
TONA 500,” said Armando Chris-
tian Perez (Pitbull). 

“Itʼs exciting to mix culture,
music and sports into motor racing.
Iʼm humbled how embracing the
NASCAR community and fans
around the world have been about
me joining the Trackhouse family.
Unity at its finest. So letʼs get ready
to start engines, DALE (Dah-lay)!”

“Weʼre honored to have some-
one as accomplished and re-
spected as Pitbull be a part of the
63rd running of the Daytona 500,”
said Daytona International Speed-
way President Chip Wile. “He is not
just a world renowned artist, Pitbull
has made his mark as a philanthro-
pist and businessman, most re-
cently announcing he has joined
the NASCAR ranks as a co-owner
with Justin Marks at Trackhouse
Racing with driver Daniel Suárez.
Weʼre proud to welcome Pitbull to
our great sport and I canʼt wait to
hear him deliver the most famous
words in motorsports ahead of the
Great American Race.”

With countless awards, dozens
of international number ones, hun-
dreds of gold and platinum certifi-
cations, single sales of over 80
million, and cumulative views in ex-
cess of 15 billion, Pitbull owns one
of the most impressive careers in
music history, setting the stage for
him to make true change. Not only
did he successfully help establish
Sports Leadership Arts and Man-
agement (SLAM!) tuition-free public
charter schools across the country,
he was honored by the United Na-
tions General Assembly on behalf
of “Clean Water Here.” He is also a
partner in eMerge Americas, the
annual tech and innovation summit
held in Miami, and he was honored
alongside music legends as well as
Nobel Peace Prize and Pulitzer
Prize winners at the 2019 Interna-
tional Achievement Summit.

In January, Pitbull was an-
nounced as an ownership partner
in the new NASCAR Cup Series
team, Trackhouse Racing, set to
make their NASCAR debut at the
DAYTONA 500 with the No. 99
Chevrolet driven by Daniel Suárez.

For information on the 2021
DAYTONA 500 and all Speed-
weeks Presented By AdventHealth
events, which kicks off on Tuesday,
Feb. 9 with the 43rd Annual Busch
Clash on the DAYTONA Road
Course under the lights, fans can
visit www.DAYTONA500.com or
call 1-800-PITSHOP.

All Speedweeks events will be
conducted in accordance with en-
hanced safety protocols and proce-
dures to provide a safe
environment for guests, NASCAR
competitors, employees and the
local community. All guests will be

screened before entering the facil-
ity and will be required to wear face
coverings while maintaining six feet
social distancing throughout their
visit.

For a schedule of on-track activ-
ities and protocols, logo onto
www.DAYTONA500.com. Fans
can stay connected with Daytona
International Speedway on Twitter,
Facebook and Instagram for the
latest speedway news.

Texas Motor Speedway
Texas Motor Speedway has

been chosen as the site where, be-
ginning Feb. 2, medical personnel
from Denton County Public Health,
the Medical Reserve Corps and
area fire departments will vaccinate
an estimated 30,000 residents who
have appointments through the
Denton County Vaccine Interest
Portal.

Three clinics with 16 drive-
through lanes will vaccinate 1,000
people per hour. Residents will re-
main in their vehicles for their
safety and convenience as they
pass through a series of tents to re-
ceive COVID-19 vaccines from
Moderna and Pfizer.

The first clinic will begin Tuesday
at 7:30 a.m. No walk-ins will be al-
lowed. Message boards and direc-
tional signs will guide all registered
recipients through the complex to
the vaccination drive-through clinic
located at 2401 Petty Place on
Texas Motor Speedway property.

“This is the largest drive-through
clinic we know of in the state and,
possibly, the U.S.,” said Denton
County Judge Andy Eads. “It is an
ambitious undertaking but one the
Denton County Commissioners
Court feels good about with the
help of more than 400 county staff,
volunteers, fire and police person-
nel from our surrounding communi-
ties, CoServ and Texas Motor
Speedway.”

Situated off Interstate 35W at
Texas 114, Texas Motor Speedway
was the logical choice for the mas-
sive clinic with its 131-acre parking
footprint. Last summer Texas Motor
Speedway hosted more than 30
graduation ceremonies for seniors
across North Texas.  

“Texas Motor Speedway is hon-
ored to be working again with
Judge Eads and his staff to provide
Denton County residents with a
safe, efficient and convenient loca-
tion for these vital COVID-19 vac-
cinations,” said Texas Motor
Speedway President and General
Manager Eddie Gossage. “The
goal for the incredible scale of
these clinics is to get as many 

(Continued Next Page)

On
Tr
ac
k



Continued…

North Texans vacci-
nated as quickly as
possible which, in turn,
will eventually allow
everyone to safely
open back up as soon
as possible.”  

Additional clinics
on Thursday, Feb. 4,
and Friday, Feb. 5 will
begin at 7:30 a.m. at
Texas Motor Speed-
way. Only individuals
with appointments and
the proper identifica-
tion will be allowed on-
site.

“The ability to vaccinate 10,000
individuals in one day is a monu-
mental task,” stated Dr. Matt
Richardson, Director of DCPH. “We
are thankful for the support from
Texas Motor Speedway, various
cities generously providing addi-
tional staffing, and staff from multi-
ple Denton County departments
working in unison to provide mass
vaccination to our community.”

Denton County residents in tiers
1A and 1B can sign up for a waitlist
to receive the COVID-19 vaccine
on the Denton County Vaccine In-
terest Portal at
DentonCounty.gov/COVID19vac-
cine. As of Jan. 31, 2021, a total of
160,233 residents were on the
waitlist.

Volunteers also are needed for
future clinics. Anyone interested
should join the Medical Reserve
Corps at https://www.denton-
county.gov/758/Medical-Reserve-
Corps. Each volunteer will receive
a one-hour online training course
and undergo a background check.

Plug “2401 Petty Place Fort
Worth Texas” into your smart
phone maps app.

TICKETS: Tickets for Texas
Motor Speedwayʼs 2021 major
event season, including the June
13 NASCAR All-Star Race, are on
sale now at https://www.texasmo-
torspeedway.com/nascar-indycar-
tickets/.

MORE INFO: Keep track of all of
Texas Motor Speedwayʼs events by
following on Facebook, Twitter and In-
stagram. Keep up with all the latest
news and information on the
speedway website and TMS mobile
app.

Circuit of The Americas
CONCORD, NC - Single-day

tickets for the inaugural May 21-23
NASCAR weekend at Circuit of
The Americas in Austin, Texas are
now on sale in addition to general
admission and reserved seating

three-day weekend packages.
“Race fans are in for an experi-

ence like no other when NASCAR
rolls into Austin for the first time at
Circuit of The Americas,” said
NASCAR at COTA Executive Di-
rector Bryan Hammond. “Our team
is hard at work putting together an
unforgettable, canʼt-miss spectacle
that will be one of the most afford-
able major events ever hosted at
COTA.

“With four series racing through-
out the three-day weekend, race
fans have plenty of opportunities to
get their fix of high-speed action,
whether they choose to join us for a
single day or spend the entire
weekend with us.”

Race fans will get their first taste
of NASCAR at COTA action Friday,
May 21 as the NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series (NCWTS),
NASCAR Xfinity Series (NXS) and
the IMSA-sanctioned Lamborghini
Super Trofeo North America Series
host their first practice sessions on
the iconic 3.41-mile long course.
Fans in attendance Saturday, May
22 will enjoy a jam-packed sched-
ule consisting of NASCAR Cup Se-
ries (NCS) practice, plus qualifying
and races for the NXS, NCWTS
and Lamborghini Series. Sunday,
May 23 will be the grand finale of
the weekend featuring NCS quali-
fying, a second Lamborghini Series
race and the first Cup Series race
on the world-renowned, 20-turn cir-
cuit.

Announcements regarding race
lengths and timing for the complete
weekend schedule will be made at
a later date.

TICKETS: Fans can purchase
single-day tickets and three-day
weekend packages online at
NASCARatCOTA.com or by calling
the Texas Motor Speedway ticket
office at (833) 450-2864.
MORE INFO: Fans can connect
with NASCAR at COTA and get the
latest news by following on Twitter
and Instagram or becoming a
Facebook fan.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Darrell

“Bubba” Wallace Jr. has been rec-
ognized as the overall 2020 winner
of the NMPA Pocono Spirit Award
for his advocacy in helping to make
NASCAR a more diverse and in-
clusive sport, the National Motor-
sports Press Association
announced on Monday.

Wallace, 27, the only African-
American driver in NASCARʼs top
division, was an outspoken propo-
nent of the banning of the Confed-
erate flag from NASCAR events, a
stance the sanctioning body

adopted in June of last year.
For the June 10 NASCAR Cup

Series race at Martinsville Speed-
way, in the aftermath of the death
of George Floyd in Minneapolis,
Wallace unveiled a Black Lives
Matter paint scheme on his No. 43
Richard Petty Motorsports Chevro-
let. 

On the hood of the car were the
words “Compassion, Love, Under-
standing.” Those words were em-
blematic of Wallaceʼs constructive
activism in promoting inclusion
within the NASCAR garage and fan
base.

“Itʼs an honor to win the NMPA
Pocono Spirit Award this year,” said
Wallace, who has moved to the
23XI Racing Toyota co-owned by
Michael Jordan and Denny Hamlin
for 2021. “In a year of ups and
downs, what we were able to ac-
complish off the race track as a
sport is something that is special
and a proud moment for me. 

“I didnʼt set out to become an ad-
vocate this year, but as things were
happening around our country, I
found myself in a position to use
my voice and push for change. Iʼm
proud of what we accomplished,
but we still have work today.
Thanks to the NMPA and all of their
members for this honor.”  

The NMPA Pocono Spirit Award
is designed to recognize character
and achievement in the face of ad-
versity, sportsmanship and contri-
butions to motorsports.

The membership of the NMPA
votes for quarterly recipients as
well as an overall winner each year.
The award is sponsored by Pocono
(Pa.) Raceway and has been pre-
sented annually since 1992.

“Pocono Raceway, as well as
the Mattioli and Igdalsky families,
have been supporters of the
NMPAʼs Pocono Spirit Award for
over 25 years. This award is pre-
sented to a member of our industry
who, despite adversity or chal-
lenges, inspires others through
their selfless actions and contribu-
tions. In 2020, Darrell ʻBubbaʼ Wal-
lace Jr. showed us how to choose
love, compassion and understand-
ing over hate, prejudice and igno-
rance. He handled himself with
class and dignity far beyond his
years, becoming a role model for
the next generation of NASCAR
fans. In following Bubbaʼs example,
Pocono Raceway remains commit-
ted to fighting against all forms of
discrimination and inequality. On
behalf of our entire Raceway fam-
ily, thank you Bubba and congratu-
lations on this well-deserved
honor!”

Other quarterly winners in 2020

were: Wood Brothers Racing, for
supplying electronic tablets to sen-
iors on lockdown in retirement fa-
cilities; driver Josh Williams, for his
program of hospital tours benefiting
critically ill children; and Martin
Truex Jr. and Sherry Pollex, for es-
tablishing the Sherry Strong Inno-
vative Medicine Oncology Clinic in
Charlotte, N.C.

Nashville Superspeedway
LEBANON, TN - Ally Financial

will make history in June as the
presenting sponsor of the inaugu-
ral NASCAR Cup Series race at
Nashville Superspeedway, track
and company officials said today. 

Ally, a leading digital financial-
services company and the primary
sponsor of Alex Bowman and the
iconic Hendrick Motorsports No. 48
Chevrolet, will be a NASCAR race
sponsor for the first time with the
Ally 400 NASCAR Cup Series race
on Sunday, June 20 (2:30 p.m. CT,
NBCSN, #Ally400 on social media),
capping a spectacular Fatherʼs Day
weekend at Middle Tennesseeʼs
home for racing and entertainment.
Tickets for the entire June 18-20,
2021 NASCAR tripleheader week-
end are available to the general
public starting today.

The multi-year agreement links
Ally and Nashville Superspeedway
for future NASCAR Cup Series
races as well as upcoming commu-
nity and NASCAR fan events. 

“We plan to make the Ally 400 a
premiere event for NASCAR fans
and the Nashville community this
summer with great racing and
some other fun surprises weʼll an-
nounce soon,” said Andrea Brim-
mer, chief marketing and public
relations officer, Ally. “It wouldnʼt be
an Ally event if we didnʼt ʻDo It
Rightʼ by making a lasting impact
through donations to support first
responders — like those who
saved so many lives in Decemberʼs
bombing — and to an organization
that has long provided necessary
assistance to this community.”

Initial highlights of the new rela-
tionship include:

• Ally will donate $25,000 to Box
55 Association, which provides
support for first responders, and
$25,000 to the Urban League of
Middle Tennessee, a civil rights and
urban advocacy organization pro-
viding direct services that impact
thousands of people in under-
served communities across the
state.

• Fans can enter the Ultimate
Ally 400 Sweepstakes, with a grand
prize of a VIP package for two for
the entire June 18-20 race
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weekend! Visit
NashvilleSuperSpeed
w a y. c o m / a l l y 4 0 0
sweepstakes/ for de-
tails. 

• Fans will have a
chance to help choose
Alex Bowmanʼs No. 48
Chevrolet paint
scheme for the Ally
400 NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race. Follow @al-
lyracing on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter
for more details to
come.

• Look for details
on more Ally-Nashville Super-
speedway events in the coming
months leading up to NASCARʼs
return to the Nashville area.

The Ally 400 is the centerpiece
of a full schedule of activities at
Nashville Superspeedway on June
18-20, including a NASCAR Xfinity
Series race on Saturday, June 19
(2:30 p.m. CT, NBCSN) and a
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series race on Friday, June 18 ( 7
p.m. CT, FS1). 

“Weʼre honored to team up with
Ally for our inaugural NASCAR Cup
Series race,” said Erik Moses,
Nashville Superspeedwayʼs presi-
dent. “Ally has heavily invested in
NASCAR in recent years and given
so much back to race fans with in-
novative contests and events. As
we prepare to welcome Americaʼs
best drivers back to Middle Ten-
nessee, weʼre looking forward to
working with Ally to present the
best experience possible for our
fans.”

On-track and off-track schedules
for all three of Nashville Super-
speedwayʼs NASCAR events will
be determined and shared at a
later date.

Keep track of Nashville Super-
speedwayʼs latest news and up-
dates at NashvilleSuperSpeedway.
com via social media at Face-
book.com/NashvilleSuperspeed-
way, on Twitter at @nashville
supers and Instagram @nashville-
superspeedway.

For questions about tickets,
media relations, employment, or
other inquiries, interested parties
are encouraged to email
info@nashvillesuperspeedway.co
m.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Infield

campers will be welcomed back to
Atlanta Motor Speedway during the
Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500
NASCAR weekend March 20-21.

In collaboration with NASCAR,
AMS has worked diligently to de-
velop an infield camping policy that
prioritizes the safety of fans, event
staff, and NASCAR industry mem-
bers. As a result, the Flock Broth-
ers campground located inside
turns 1 and 2 of the 1.54-mile oval
will host a limited number of
campers during the March
NASCAR weekend. The remainder
of the infield will be utilized by the
NASCAR industry and event staff.

“For months fans have made
their voices heard and told us they
want the opportunity to camp in the
infield this spring,” said AMS Exec-
utive Vice President and General
Manager Brandon Hutchison. “Iʼm
proud of our teamʼs efforts to make
it happen and I canʼt wait to see our
fans in the infield and in the grand-
stands during the races.”

The infield camping plan also
calls for all campers to be backed
into their spaces. This, in conjunc-
tion with the roomier camping spots
that resulted from Atlanta Motor
Speedwayʼs 20 in 20 initiative, will
ensure proper distance is available
between attendees. 

Infield and exterior camping will
be available for RVs and campers
with self-contained restrooms only
during the Folds of Honor QuikTrip
500 weekend. Atlanta Motor
Speedwayʼs showerhouses and
restrooms in its campgrounds will
not be open on race weekend and
as a result tent camping will not be
permitted. 

Availability for infield camping is
limited and priority will be given to
fans who placed a camping de-
posit. Fans interested in camping
during race weekend should call
877-9-AMS-TIX or visit www.at-
lantamotorspeedway.com.

About the Folds of Honor Quik-
Trip 500 weekend: Since 2015 the
Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 has
been the main event in Atlanta
Motor Speedwayʼs spring NASCAR
weekend at Atlanta Motor Speed-
way. 

The annual 500-mile race show-
cases some of the fastest and most
thrilling action NASCAR has to
offer. This storied race also brings
awareness to Folds of Honor and
its mission to help families of mili-
tary servicemen and women who
have fallen or been disabled while
on active duty in the United States
Armed Forces.

The race weekend also features
Atlantaʼs same-day NASCAR dou-
bleheader on Saturday, March 20,
which has been part of the spring
NASCAR weekend since 2015.
The thrills of the NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series 200-mile

race and the EchoPark 250 Xfinity
Series race all happen in one ac-
tion-packed day that race fans look
forward to every year.

More information on the March
20-21, 2021 Folds of Honor Quik-
Trip 500 weekend and ticket avail-
ability can be found online at
AtlantaMotorSpeedway.com or by
calling 877-9-AMS-TIX.

About the Quaker State 400
Presented by Walmart: New for
2021 the Quaker State 400 Pre-
sented by Walmart headlines the
summer slate of NASCAR racing at
Atlanta Motor Speedway. 

The Quaker State 400 Pre-
sented by Walmart will be the first
NASCAR Cup Series race held at
Atlanta Motor Speedway in the
month of July since 1974. The 400-
mile race is sure to be one of the
most challenging races of the sum-
mer for NASCARʼs best.

Accompanying the Quaker State
400 Presented by Walmart is the
NASCAR Xfinity Series on Satur-
day, July 10. The summer race will
challenge the rising stars of the
sport to stand out and succeed on
one of the circuitʼs most challeng-
ing tracks.

More information on the July 10-
11, 2021 Quaker State 400 Pre-
sented by Walmart and ticket
availability can be found online at
AtlantaMotorSpeedway.com or by
calling 877-9-AMS-TIX.

Follow Atlanta Motor Speedway:
Keep track of all of Atlanta Motor
Speedwayʼs events by following on
Twitter, Instagram, and become a
Facebook fan. Keep up with all the
latest news and information with
the Atlanta Motor Speedway mobile
app.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - BMS executive

vice president and general man-
ager Jerry Caldwell and Speedway
Motorsports senior vice president
of operations and development,
Steve Swift answered questions
from the media today as the dirt
transformation process continues
at Bristol Motor Speedway for the
NASCAR Cup Series Food City
Dirt Race on Sunday, March 28
and the Pintyʼs Truck Race on Dirt
on Saturday night, March 27.

Q: Whatʼs the timeline to get all
of the dirt in? 

Jerry Caldwell: As you can see it
is going to take a while. We havenʼt
done this in 20 years. We are
thankful to have Steve Swift lead-
ing a tremendous team of talented
folks and he has done a tremen-
dous amount of research on how to
make sure we are doing this the
right way and advancements that

have been made in the past 20
years. We very much appreciate
our partners at Baker Construction
and our friends at John Deere to
help us get all this ready to roll.

Q: What has been the response
from the web cam that you all put
up recently?

Jerry Caldwell: Itʼs wonderful.
Weʼve seen a tremendous re-
sponse from people clicking on the
cam to watch from home. A number
of folks in the community who
havenʼt come to a race in a long
time but are so interested to see
how this place transforms. I think
itʼs just a testament to the history
and to this place at Bristol Motor
Speedway, of whether itʼs a dirt
track 20 years ago, a football
game, the largest NASCAR events
in the country or turning it back into
a dirt facility. Itʼs special and some-
thing people want to see and be a
part of.

Q: What was the reaction in the
sport and with Food City when you
decided to do a dirt race?

Jerry Caldwell: People love it.
You get some funny looks when it
first came up. Thatʼs OK. Thatʼs the
way all great things come together.
Food City has been fabulous, they
have been tremendously support-
ive and excited about welcoming
people back to our region not only
during this COVID-19 season, but
to welcome people back into Bris-
tol Motor Speedway.

Q: What has been the response
for the World of Outlaws and Dirt
Nationals?

Jerry Caldwell: Just blown away
by the response. When we opened
for the Dirt Nationals which is the
weekend before the Cup race, we
had a tremendous response from
both fans and participants wanting
to come see that. We had 1,200
cars, we filled that event in less
than 12 hours from a participant
standpoint. That speaks the to the
excitement around that event and
those folks are coming from all over
the country.

Q: Will the spectators be so-
cially-distanced at the NASCAR
races?

Jerry Caldwell: We will still be
socially distanced. Now that weʼve
reached capacity, we know. Now
we start placing the people in the
stands and we will know the real
numbers. Itʼs the new way of doing
business in the sports and enter-
tainment world right now. You sell
the tickets but you canʼt really have
an open grandstand to let people
select their tickets because we
have to make sure everyone is so-
cially distanced and then we will 
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reach out and let peo-
ple know where their
seats are.

Q: Do you expect
a similar crowd size
like last year, around
30,000?

Jerry Caldwell: We
are going to have in
excess of 30,000,
yeah.

Q: Are you proud
of the fact that you
were one of the first
sports to have a large
number of spectators
last year?

Jerry Caldwell: Itʼs the staff, the
region, the state and county trust-
ing us to do it. We are blessed with
a tremendous team here at Bristol
Motor Speedway. And from the
leadership with Bruton and Marcus
of saying we know how to do this
and we can do it the right way. It
starts at the top and comes all the
way down, but we are not able to
do it without the support of the state
and Sullivan county. They have
been tremendous partners for us to
get back. I think its been important
for the country. We were proud to
be one of the first. Yes, it was quite
the step. We had leadership willing
to do that in Bruton and Marcus,
now we will go, and we will do it in
a safe and responsible way and itʼs
an important thing for the country
and for our sport. We were proud to
have some of the largest crowds in
the country to date during all of this.

Q: Are NASCAR drivers giving
any input about the track?

Jerry Caldwell: Weʼve had lots of
conversations – Steve Swift and his
team have had lots of conversa-
tions with industry stakeholders to
make sure we get input and learn
from everyone about how we can
do this and make sure we do it the
right way and I know we will.

Q: Itʼs got to be pretty wild for
you to see this dirt going down right
now?

Jerry Caldwell: Yes, it is. But itʼs
like a lot of other things Bruton and
Marcus have done here, whether
itʼs putting down the football field or
building grandstands in a few
months like weʼve done in the past
or hanging the largest center hung
TV in the air, this is just another one
of those events where you donʼt
believe it until you see it. Even
when you hear it, and then come
out and see it, it really is exciting. I
canʼt wait to get this place full and I
know the fans are going to love it.

Q: When will you announce the
format of the NASCAR races?

Jerry Caldwell: We will turn to
NASCAR for that, they really call
the shots on that stuff itʼs their
event to run. We look forward to
announcing that soon.

Q: Have you enjoyed watching
the Chili Bowl recently?

Jerry Caldwell: Itʼs another tes-
tament to people liking new things.
I love seeing all of these NASCAR
drivers out there trying out the Chili
Bowl. I think itʼs good for our sport
and our country. I think itʼs good to
get back to doing things in a safe
and responsible way. I think It gives
us all a sense of hope and that light
at the end of the tunnel.

Q: Will the drivers be allowed to
test before the race weekend?

Jerry Caldwell: NASCAR will
look at that and decide who tests
and who doesnʼt. We will announce
that if we know something. Another
exciting part of this is the Pintyʼs
Truck Race on Dirt, which is the
day before the Food City Dirt Race.
I believe we will reach a sell out for
that race. When is the last time you
had back to back sell outs in a
NASCAR weekend?

Q: How thick is the base and
how much is the banking going to
be?

Steve Swift: We are going to
have varying thickness as you can
kind of see. We couldnʼt just put a
layer of dirt down right on top of the
concrete because that would be
way too steep for the dirt races and
would create way too much speed.
Weʼve shallowed it up and we will
be at 19 degrees when it is all said
and done. The thickest fills will be
9 and 10 feet and our smallest fill
will be a foot.

Q: Are you on schedule?
Steve Swift: We are. Itʼs never a

great time to place dirt in the middle
of the winter. So far weʼve been
blessed. We started Monday and
we are way ahead of where we
thought we would be with the
weather and we are on schedule
and pushing forward. We are really
just getting the bugs worked out
this week, which is what we had
planned for this week and we are
moving along a lot better than we
thought, so everything is going re-
ally well.

Q: It appears that the safer bar-
riers have been removed, can you
talk about that?

Steve Swift: We worked with
NASCAR and talked about all the
safety parameters that we could.
With the safer walls it depends on
rebound, and how it collapses
when it is hit, and how it comes
back. Working with NASCAR and
the University of Nebraska, with the
speeds that will be created with the

embankments being a lot less and
what the cars will be able to do, the
safer barriers are not necessary. If
you are familiar with the trucks run-
ning at Eldora in the past, they did-
nʼt have safer barriers up there.
The speeds here will be compara-
ble to the speeds that the Trucks
had at Eldora.

Q: What has your research been
like, have you reached out to any
other dirt tracks?

Steve Swift: As a company
Speedway Motorsports has three
dirt tracks in the fleet, one in Char-
lotte, one in Texas and one in Las
Vegas, and they run minimal
schedules with events like the
World of Outlaws, so we have
some background in dirt. None of
them have concrete underneath
them at a world famous half-mile
race track however, so that has
made this a little more difficult to
tackle that animal in lieu of just
plain dirt racing. We have been for-
tunate; there have been a lot of
people who have been more than
willing to help, especially a lot of the
local tracks around here like Bulls
Gap, Marysville, Seymour and
Wytheville, all have been more
than helpful to give wisdom and tell
us what type of dirt we are dealing
with and what they deal with when
they run their events. Weʼve done
a lot of research. Weʼve reached
out to California, Iowa, Missouri
and so many others, the list is re-
ally long. They are all happy to help
us and see this as a big win for the
dirt world. To see the big series rac-
ing on dirt is exciting for the dirt
world as well.

Q: Is there anyone here working
on this now that was here 20 years
ago?

Steve Swift: Quite a few actually.
Baker Construction Services was
the group that placed the dirt 20
years ago here and they have been
a huge asset in finding resources
and helping us find dirt. What we
have learned with the advance-
ment in technology is that the
placement of dirt is a lot easier now
compared to 20 years ago and
there are a lot of systems on this
equipment that makes it more pre-
cise and accurate to put the dirt in.
We have a great partnership with
Meade and the need for equipment
is not a problem, so we have what-
ever equipment we need at hand
and Meade has been great to sup-
ply that for us. Thereʼs still a lot of
familiar faces still here working on
it.

Q: Have you reached out to any-
one for tips and guidance?

Steve Swift: We have. One thing
we have found is there are a lot of

ʻDirt Doctorsʼ out there and they
have analyzed what makes a good
dirt track, a dusty and non-dusty
track and what kind of track surface
makes for good and fast racing. We
have taken advantage of that and
actually sourced a new surface dirt
for this race based on what weʼve
learned from them and what weʼve
learned over the past 20 years.

Q: Where did you get the dirt
from?

Steve Swift: This dirt going down
now is the base layer and it wonʼt
be raced on. This is the dirt that
was on the track back in 2001. We
store it off Hwy 394 on one of our
pieces of property and we stock-
piled it from last time. The surface
dirt that we are going to use will
come from another source.

Q: Have you talked with any
NASCAR drivers about the
process?

Steve Swift: We have talked to
several drivers as far as their input
and knowledge, but when they take
off for the season, they take off. I
donʼt want to name any names at
this point, but the time for that will
come as the process moves along.
And remember, most guys are dirt-
track racers, not dirt track owners.
They can tell you what they are
feeling when they are out on the
track, but not necessarily about
what to do when you own a track.

Q: Is this one of the most difficult
projects you have done?

Steve Swift: Colossus TV was
one of the biggest engineering
feats that Iʼve ever been a part of
for sure. With the Smith family,
Marcus and Bruton, weʼve built
some really neat and incredibly dif-
ficult things over the years. Be-
cause of the time of the year this
project ranks up there in the top
five, but I wouldnʼt claim it as the
hardest. Putting dirt on a race track
is not as extreme as hanging
Colossus because that was the first
time anything like that had been
done.

Q: Will you make any changes
to the track between each of the
events?

Steve Swift: Not from a banking
or transition standpoint. In the dirt
world, each series likes a little dif-
ferent dirt prep. Some like it slicker,
some like a little more cushion, so
itʼs more of a track prep situation for
each of the different races. But the
way it looks overall will be similar.
And no, we will not be using PJ1 on
the dirt.

Q: Have you taken any notes
from the Chili Bowl?

Steve Swift: Itʼs such a unique
event. The Chili Bowl is in an inside
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facility, so they donʼt
deal with rain or any
weather, so they can
control every element
of the environment.
Thereʼs not a com-
plete science to it,
thereʼs just a lot of
good feel for it from a
lot of years. Itʼs hard to
compare us to the
Chili Bowl, but we
have looked at that
event, yes.

Q: Are you having
fun being an Engi-
neer?

Steve Swift: Absolutely. We get
to play in the mud, so anytime we
get to do construction projects like
this itʼs definitely fun for sure.

Q: What is the timetable to have
it finished?

Steve Swift: Definitely by March.
We said if we had perfect timing
and weather it would take us four
weeks to get it to 100 percent ready
to race. Naturally we built in some
fluff time just in case and there are
things we can do to if we donʼt get
the weather to cooperate. We have
a lot of pieces in play if we get rain
for two weeks.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - Texas

Motor Speedway has reached
agreement with motorsports pro-
motor X.CELERATED of Silver
Bay, Minn.-based for 18 nights of
sprint car, Super Late Model and
Modified racing in 2021 at the
Texas Motor Speedway Dirt Track.

The exciting schedule includes
The Revival in February for Modi-
fied cars, a NASCAR All-Star Race
sprint car companion event in June,
a Monday night summer series,
and a $50,000-to-win Super Late
Model extravaganza in September.

“The Texas Motor Speedway
Dirt Track is an incredible opportu-
nity” stated X.CELERATED CEO
Barry Braun. “Dirt track racers,
teams, and fans love this facility
and yearn to race at this mecca.
We believe our commitment to a
robust schedule with grassroots
sensibilities and customer service
will help this place thrive.”

X.CELERATED, which revital-
ized the Duel in the Desert at Las
Vegas Motor Speedway in Novem-
ber 2020 and launched the upcom-
ing March 15-20 Bristol Dirt
Nationals at Bristol Motor Speed-
way, has committed to a multi-year
strategic business agreement with
the half-mile Texas Motor Speed-
way Dirt Track.

“The Texas Motor Speedway
Dirt Track has hosted some of the
best dirt racing in Texas since the
first race in 2000 so weʼre proud to
be working with Barry Braun and
everyone at X.CELERATED to
bring local fans a full schedule of
competition in 2021,” said Texas
Motor Speedway President and
General Manager Eddie Gossage.

The 2021 schedule kicks off
Feb. 18-20 with “The Revival”.
Open (Outlaw) Modifieds, Limited
Modifieds, Factory Stocks, Hor-
nets, and Eco Mods will race with
complete shows on Friday and Sat-
urday. Tickets go on sale Feb. 1 at
https://racexr.com/. Additional infor-
mation, including entry and park-
ing, will be released at that time.

The Dirt Track will fire off
NASCAR All-Star Weekend with
the All Star Sprint Car Showdown,
June 10-11, featuring the Bandits
Outlaw Sprint Series and support-
ing classes.

A major commitment for local
racers will be take place from June
through August with the Texas
Monday Series. Working as a good
neighbor by not booking on top of
local schedules, the Texas Monday
Series seeks to highlight the best of
the area with an aggressive pro-
duction and unprecedented promo-
tion of the series racers. Open
Modifieds, Limited Modifieds, and
Factory Stocks will be the regulars
highlighted with a once-a-month in-
vitational class. The dates for the
Texas Monday Series are June 21,
28, July 5, 19, 26, and August 9,
16, and 23.

The 2021 schedule will conclude
with a bang as the Texas Dirt Na-
tionals, scheduled for September
13-18, 2021, rock the Fort Worth
facility featuring a number of grass-
roots classes and capped by a
$50,000-to-WIN Super Late Model
crown jewel event on September
18, 2021.

Information on these events will
be released in the coming weeks
via texasdirttrack.com and face-
book.com/texasdirttrack.

All of the X.CELERATED pro-
moted events from the Texas Motor
Speedway Dirt Track will be
streamed on raceXR.com and the
raceXR Apps, available on a num-
ber of devices, under the Monthly +
Subscription.

TICKETS: Tickets for Texas
Motor Speedwayʼs 2021 major
event season on are sale now at
https://www.texasmotorspeed-
way.com/nascar-indycar-tickets/. 

Homestead-Miami Speedway
HOMESTEAD, FL - Homestead-

Miami Speedway and Contender

Boats have been neighbors for
more than 25 years and partners
for the past 10.  Now, the two
Homestead landmarks have taken
their relationship to another level.

Contender Boats, a Homestead-
based premium boat manufacturer,
signed a multi-year contract to
serve as the entitlement partner for
the NASCAR Xfinity Series race at
Homestead-Miami Speedway.  The
2021 race – the Contender Boats
300 - will be held on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 27 and starts at 4:30 pm ET
(FS1).    This will mark the second
straight year in which Contender
has been the entitlement partner
for an Xfinity Series race at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway. The dou-
bleheader weekend culminates
with the NASCAR Cup Series Dixie
Vodka 400 on Sunday, February
28.  

Hosting the NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries at Homestead-Miami Speed-
way is a tradition that goes all the
way back to the initial opening of
the track in 1995 when NASCAR
Hall of Famer Dale Jarrett won the
inaugural Xfinity Series event on
the last lap after leaders Kenny
Wallace, Hermie Sadler and Larry
Pearson crashed, vying for the lead
going into turn three. The track held
two NASCAR Xfinity Series races
last year, won by Harrison Burton
and Chase Briscoe.

“Contender Boats is proud to be
returning as the title Sponsor of the
NASCAR Xfinity series race for the
2021 season at the Homestead
Miami Speedway,” said Joe Neber,
President of Contender Boats,
which will also serve as the ʻOfficial
Boat Manufacturer of Homestead-
Miami Speedway.ʼ “Weʼve had a
long standing history with NASCAR
and couldnʼt be more excited about
the partnership. Some things just fit
together. We are looking forward to
another fantastic race season and
wish all the drivers a successful
year.”

The venue will host a limited
number of fans for both the Con-
tender Boats 300 and the Dixie
Vodka 400. Fans seeking tickets,
as well as learning all safety proto-
col guidelines for the weekend, can
visit www.HomesteadMiamiSpeed-
way.com or call 866-409-RACE
(7223). Adult tickets start at just
$35 for the Dixie Vodka 400 and
$10 for kids 12 and younger. Kids
get in free for the Contender Boats
300.

Fans can keep up with up-to-
date happenings at Homestead-
Miami Speedway on Twitter,
Facebook and Instagram. 

Contender Boats is a Home-
stead-based premium boat manu-

facturer.  For more than 35 years,
Contender has built hand-laid fiber-
glass hulls that ride like no other.
Built for performance. Built to fish.
Models are available from 25 to 44
feet. To learn more about Con-
tender Boats, visit https://con-
tenderboats.com/  or follow on
Facebook at  (Contender Boats
Inc) and Instagram @contender-
boatsofficial.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - The biggest

car show in the Southeast is shift-
ing from the spring to the fall when
Summit Racing Equipment Atlanta
Motorama Presented by American
Force Wheels returns in 2021.

Atlanta Motor Speedwayʼs mas-
sive infield will host thousands of
unique cars, trucks, and entertain-
ing exhibits during the annual cele-
bration of anything with a motor on
October 16-17, 2021.

“It is exciting to announce the
new date for the 2021 Summit Rac-
ing Equipment Atlanta Motorama
and get the show on the schedule
for everyone,” said Jim Greenleaf
from Summit Racing Equipment.
“What a great opportunity to part-
ner with American Force Wheels to
take the show to the next level, this
is going to be big!”

“For 16 years, American Force
has been the Leader in Forged
Wheels and weʼve made our mark
among truck enthusiasts with our
exceptional, custom designed
wheels” said Jason Sandusky of
American Force. “Weʼre excited to
join Atlanta Motor Speedway to
make Georgiaʼs Motoring Festival
a thrilling, satisfying event for
everyone who attends.” 

“Summit Racing Equipment At-
lanta Motorama Presented by
American Force Wheels is one of
my favorite weekends of the year,”
said AMS Executive Vice President
and General Manager Brandon
Hutchison. “Thereʼs so much to see
from classic cars, modern marvels,
monster trucks and other extreme
machines, iconic rides, and million
dollar rarities – all in one place.

Spectator tickets for the 2021
Summit Racing Equipment Atlanta
Motorama Presented by American
Force Wheels on October 16-17
are priced at $15 per day or $20 for
a two-day weekend pass; kids
ages 6-12 are $5 and kids 5 and
under get in free! Admission in-
cludes access to all areas of the
show.

For more information and to pur-
chase tickets, visit www.atlantamo-
torama.com or contact the Atlanta
Motor Speedway ticket office at
770-946-4211 or (877) 9-AMS-TIX.
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Carteret County
Speedway

PELETIER, NC -
Bobby Watsonʼs
Carteret County
Speedway has re-
leased its list of dates
for the 2021 season,
which will kick off on
Saturday, April 3rd.

There are 19
dates tentatively
scheduled for the 2021
season, which begins
in early-April and con-
cludes in mid-Decem-
ber.  The traditional
Memorial Day Week-

end and Labor Day Weekend
races, which are held on Sunday
nights, remain on the schedule in
2021.

While divisions for the season
schedule are still to be announced,
two races have already been an-
nounced and confirmed.  The Car-
olina Pro Late Model Series will
race on Saturday, June 19th, bring-
ing Super Late Model cars to
Carteret County Speedway for the
second time in speedway history,
and the Southern Modified Auto
Racing Tour will bring some of the
biggest names in Modified racing to
the Crystal Coast on Sunday, Sep-
tember 5th as part of the Bobby
Watson Memorial Celebration.

“We are looking forward to an
exciting 2021 season and looking

forward to having our great fans
back in the stands, our drivers back
at the track, and showcasing all of
our sponsors and partners,” track
owner Bob Lowery said.  “We have
a lot of exciting races coming up,
such as the SMART Modified Tour
and the Carolina Pro Late Model
Series, and weʼll have other events
at the track throughout the year.”

The 2021 season comes on the
heels of a tumultuous 2020 sea-
son, which started in June due to
the coronavirus pandemic and was
ultimately shortened as a result of
restrictions implemented by the
State of North Carolina to combat
the spread of COVID-19.

“Last year was extremely difficult
and we are thankful to all our rac-
ers, fans, and sponsors who stuck
with us through all the difficulties,”
Lowery said.  “We are hopeful to
get a full season of racing in this
year with more and more people
getting vaccinated, and we hope
every track in this country is able to
race and be successful this year.”

Carteret County Speedway at-
tempted to work with nearby tracks
to avoid schedule conflicts and will
attempt to work with nearby tracks
on a common rules package that
will benefit racers across the tri-
state region.

“We reached out to other tracks
and communicated with them and
moved several dates around to ac-
commodate them, which ultimately

held us up on releasing our sched-
ule sooner,” Lowery said.  “Unfortu-
nately, that cooperation has been a
one-way street so far, but we will
continue to do everything we can to
work together and do whatʼs best
for the racers in the area.”

A more detailed schedule and
the rules for each division racing at
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway will be released in the
coming days.
2021 Race Dates

Saturday, April 3rd
Saturday, April 17th
Saturday, May 1st
Saturday, May 15th
Sunday, May 30th
Saturday, June 5th
Saturday, June 19th
Saturday, July 3rd
Saturday, July 17th
Saturday, July 31st
Saturday, August 7th
Saturday, August 21st
Sunday, September 5th
Saturday, September 18th
Saturday, October 2nd
Saturday, October 16th
Saturday, October 30th
Saturday, November 13th
Saturday, December 11th 
(Schedule subject to change.)
For more information about

Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official
website at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “like” Carteret County
Speedway on Facebook or follow

@carteretcoswy on Twitter and In-
stagram.

Lake View Motor
Speedway

NICHOLS, SC - It has been over
five months planning, the first an-
nual South of the Border Show-
down for the Northeast DIRTcar
Sportsman is ready to be show-
cased this weekend January 28-30
at the Lake View Motor Speedway.
Over $26,000 in cash and prizes
will be ready for more than 30 com-
petitors that have pre-registered for
the event.  

Thursday night will be a FREE to
the public practice session leading
up to the weekendʼs events.  On
Friday, the 30-lap feature event will
pay the winner a cool $2,000 with
$150 set to just take the green.  On
Saturday finds the 51-lap finale to
the weekend where the winnerʼs
share is upped to $3,000 and pays
$200 to take the green.   

The action on the track will be
live on pay per view by Speed 51
and will be taped for a nationally
televised broadcast on MAVTV.   

“The weekend has come to-
gether even better than I can imag-
ine. I have roots in New York State
and to see the support coming
down is just awesome,” said track
owner Scott Tripp. “We approached
DIRTcar in August and immediately
got the ball rolling.  We have been

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Carteret County Speedwayʼs fans and competitors are ready to start the 2021 racing season. (ERIC CREEL photo)



(Continued…)

really busy here
widening the track
some, adding more
camping, leveling the
pit area, adding more
lighting and just so
much more to give the
fans and competitors
the best experience.”  

Also, spawned off
the South of the Bor-
der Showdown was
the recently an-
nounced invasion of
the Drydene Xtreme
DIRTcar Series for
Super Late Models on

February 20th paying $7,000 to
win.  

The list of pre-entries for the
Showdown is a stout group of com-
petitors: 2019 DIRTcar Sportsman
Champion Kevin Root will be mak-
ing Lake View his swan song in the
class as he will be moving up to Big
Block Modifieds right after the
event.  Also planning on making the
trip are Can-Am Speedway Champ
Tyler Corcoran, Andrew Buff was
co-champion at Glen Ridge Motor-
sports Park with Alan Fink taking
the title at Thunder Mountain
Speedway and Zach Sobotka the
champion at the Outlaw Speedway.

The list of top chauffeurs does-
nʼt stop there, Kevin Ridley, Robert
Delormier, Daryl Nutting, Brandon
Carvey, Grant Hilfiger, Nick Guer-
erri, Zach Payne, Jeff Prentice,
Ricky Thompson, Brendan Gib-
bons, Justin Buff, Robert Gage,
Ryan Heath, Ryan Dolbear and
many more.  

Teenagers are filling the field
with Derrick McGrew Jr., Seth
Zacharias, Bryce Bailey and Em-
mett Waldron.  We have two father
son duos with Ajay Portzebowski
Sr. and Jr., along with Mike and
Johnny Bruno with both sons also
teenagers.  

Adding to the unique stories on
the weekend, Tim Clemons, Chip
Constantino join Sr. Bruno in com-
ing out of retirement.  

Over $4,000 in special bonuses
and lap money have been gathered
by some great supporters of the
event.  We like to thank West End
Towing/Glen Ridge Motorsports
Park, Brunoʼs Towing/Devilʼs Bowl
Speedway, Northeast Paving and
Sealcoat, Elmoʼs Speed & Supply,
Earl Ramey Race Engines, ONYX
Industries, Kona Ice of Columbus
County, Vertex Property Manage-
ment, Signworks Fleet Graphic
Services, 13th Hour Rising
Haunted Hayride, #racelifeforreal,
ImageX Graphics and Hoosier

Racing Tires.  
The FREE to the public practice

on Thursday, January 28th will be
from 6-9.  Friday night will see hot
laps start at 6:30 and on Saturday
hot laps will start at 5PM.   

For all your information, please
log on to www.lakeviewmotor-
speedway.com or visit our Face-
book page by simply typing Lake
View Motor Speedway.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - A tal-

ented young husband-wife team
with wide-ranging experience in
NASCAR racing has joined the
South Boston Speedway staff to
help lead the historic speedway
into the future.

Chase and Carly Brashears will
serve as assistant general man-
ager and assistant office manager
respectively through the 2021 sea-
son. Chase Brashears will become
the speedwayʼs general manager
in 2022, with his wife, Carly, be-
coming the trackʼs office manager,
which will include involvement in

marketing, sales and digital plat-
forms.

The Brashears will be working
alongside South Boston Speedway
General Manager Cathy Rice and
Office Manager Helen Barksdale
throughout the 2021 season learn-
ing the speedwayʼs operations.

“Iʼm very excited about this op-
portunity to come to South Boston
Speedway,” said Chase Brashears.

“South Boston Speedway is a
nationwide, if not internationally
known name in short track racing.
Itʼs a huge honor to have the op-
portunity to lead the speedway. Iʼm
very thankful to the Mattioli and Ig-
dalsky families, everybody at
Pocono Raceway and everybody
here at South Boston Speedway to
have this unusual and awesome
opportunity, and I thank God for
placing me here to be able to work
alongside my wife, who will be my
right hand as we go along through
this.

“Cathy Rice, Nick Igdalsky and
the entire Pocono Raceway family
have done a tremendous job here,”
he added.

“Itʼs something that weʼre going
to continue to build on in the future.
We want to take this place and con-
tinue to grow it, grow with the com-
munity and continue to have a
successful program and events.”

“This opportunity came knocking
at a perfect time,” remarked Carly
Brashears.

“We are really excited to be
here. Chase and I have always
said we want to get back to our
short track roots. Weʼve been in-
volved in racing for a number of
years. Itʼs in our blood, and weʼve
always wanted to get back where it
all began, so an opportunity at
South Boston Speedway is amaz-
ing.

“We felt very fortunate to be
thought of,” she added.

“We really thought we could
come to the table, bring a lot of
ideas and hopefully watch this track
continue to grow and live its
legacy.”

South Boston Speedway CEO
Nick Igdalsky said the Brashears
are a good fit for the speedway.

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Chase Brashears (left) and his wife, Carly Brashears (right), are pictured with South Boston Speed-
way General Manager Cathy Rice (center). The Brashears have joined the South Boston Speedway
staff, with Chase Brashears serving as assistant general manager and Carly Brashears serving as as-
sistant office manager through the 2021 season. In 2022 Chase Brashears will become the speed-
wayʼs general manager and Carly Brashears will become the speedwayʼs office manager. (JOE
CHANDLER/SOUTH BOSTON SPEEDWAY photo)



(Continued…)

“It is rare to find
just one person with
the experience, repu-
tation and passion
needed to oversee a
historic racing venue
like South Boston
Speedway,” Igdalsky
pointed out.

“We believe we
have found not only
one, but two, in the
husband-and-w i fe
team of Chase and
Carly Brashears! Both
Chase and Carly bring
with them a tremen-

dous level of racing knowledge and
experience from their previous po-
sitions with NASCAR and with sev-
eral nationally known short tracks.
The future of South Boston Speed-
way looks as bright as ever, and I
am excited to see how Chase and
Carlyʼs vision takes shape over the
next few years.” 

Rice says she welcomes the
couple into the South Boston
Speedway family.
“We are very fortunate to have
Chase to fill this position and his
wife, Carly, that will be filling the as-
sistant office manager position,”
Rice remarked.

“I am glad we have somebody
that will be stepping in that is
younger that can be here many
years.”

A native of Kentucky, Chase
Brashears comes to South Boston
Speedway from NASCARʼs com-
petition division where he has
served as one of NASCARʼs three
national race directors. After gradu-
ating from East Tennessee State
University in 2017, he was immedi-
ately hired by NASCAR to work in
touring and weekly series racing
operations, planning marketing
events and traveling to grassroots
racetracks across North America.

He was moved to NASCARʼs
competition division in 2019 and
became one of NASCARʼs three
national series race directors. In
June 2019 he directed his first race
at Michigan International Speed-
way, becoming the youngest per-
son to direct a national series race
at age 23.

Chase Brashears has worked in
various capacities at Lonesome
Pine Raceway in Coeburn, Virginia,
Kingsport (Tennessee) Speedway
and Bristol Motor Speedway in-
cluding competition, marketing,
public relations and working with
website and social/digital platforms.

Tennessee native Carly Bras-
hears comes to South Boston

Speedway with a strong back-
ground in marketing, sales and dig-
ital platforms. She served as a
member of NASCARʼs Event Mar-
keting Team for the past two years.
In that role she was a liaison for
NASCAR-sanctioned national se-
ries tracks, assisting all tracks in
promoting their event weekends,
driver appearances and industry
meetings such as driver/crew chief
meetings, pre-race festivities and
victory lane celebrations.

In 2018-2019 she joined The
NASCAR Foundation as Coordina-
tor, directing the Foundationʼs re-
launch of their grassroots racing
initiatives and assisting in Founda-
tion marketing initiatives and
events. That work included working
in a variety of aspects connected
with annual Humanitarian Award
processes. Among them were out-
reach initiatives, website design,
social media takeovers and brand
management across all mediums.

Prior to that, Carly Brashears
created and managed social and
digital platforms at Kingsport
Speedway and managed market-
ing and public relations for both
Kingsport Speedway and Lone-
some Pine Raceway. In 2018 she
served as Director of Marketing
and Sales at New Smyrna Speed-
way in New Smyrna Beach,
Florida.

The couple point out that 2021
will be a learning year, and they are
grateful to have Rice to help them
learn and transition into leadership
roles in 2022.

“Weʼve got the privilege of Cathy
sticking around with us for the full
season before she slows down,”
Chase Brashears pointed out.

“Itʼs quite a big advantage, and
itʼs an unusual advantage for
somebody in this situation when
youʼve got an outgoing individual
and an incoming individual in a
general manager role. Having
Cathy here to walk hand-in-hand
with us is going to be quite the ad-
vantage because we can use that
to learn the community, grow with
the community and take Cathyʼs
contacts hand-in-hand day-by-day
and run with that and use all of that.
Weʼre not having to write our own
playbook, so to speak.

“Another good thing is Cathy is
still going to be around in 2022, as
she is going to do some consulting
work for us,” he added.

Carly Brashears agreed.
“This year is a good year for my-

self and Chase to step in and see
how South Boston Speedway has
been run for the past 30-plus years,
see where we can fit in and help
this year and learn as much as we

can,” she said.
“This year I will be seeing and

learning all of the things Helen
Barksdale has seen throughout the
years. That is a very heavy load,
and I am happy to help lighten her
load this year and help where I
can.”

The Brashears have experience
in tackling the various tasks in-
volved in operating a speedway but
need to learn the system of opera-
tions at South Boston Speedway.

“Itʼs all stuff that we have done
before,” Carly Brashears pointed
out, “but each track has its own
unique aspects as to how they do
things. We are happy to learn the
South Boston way and see if we
can enhance it.”

The Brashears feel South
Boston Speedway has a bright fu-
ture ahead and they look forward to
helping move the speedway for-
ward.

“We have a lot of neat ideas and
a few things we want to try as we
go through and grow the race-
track,” Chase Brashears pointed
out.

“We want to get out into the
community, meet people and get
them involved in the speedway,”
added Carly Brashears.

“We want to be listening to the
community, hearing what people
want to see. We love the weekly
shows. We love the big tours that
come in, but we want to know what
else does the community want to
see. We want to see how we can
get the fans involved. We want fans
to have fun when they come to the
track.”

Increasing family involvement is
among the future goals.

“We have some ideas swirling
around in our heads to make it fun
for all of the families, maybe getting
kids involved in extra things,” re-
marked Carly Brashears.

“I come from a place where I like
to do as much youth activation as
possible. They are our next gener-
ation of race fans, and we want to
get them involved in racing. Itʼs all
about the fans and the community.”

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT - For

the 2nd consecutive season, Mid-
state Site Development of Bloom-
field, CT will serve as the sponsor
for the biggest Street Stock race of
the season, The Midstate Site De-
velopment Firecracker 30.  The 30-
lap special event is slated for
Friday, July 2nd and will feature
total posted awards of over $5,000
for Staffordʼs Street Stock division.
The evening will be capped off with

a Fireworks display to celebrate In-
dependence Day.

“The response we received from
the competitors last season was
great,” explained Glenn Korner of
Midstate Site Development.  “We
enjoy supporting Stafford and the
racers who compete there.  Weʼre
excited to be able to once again
support a big event for the Street
Stock teams.”

The Midstate Site Development
Firecracker 30 debuted in 2020 as
a showcase event for Staffordʼs
Street Stock division. Eventual
champion Zack Robinson took
home the big win, including a
nearly $800 payday.  Meg Fuller
and Adrien Paradis completed the
podium pocketing $500 and $400
respectively. 

The 2021 Midstate Site Devel-
opment Firecracker 30 will be wide
open with 2020 winner Zack Robin-
son moving up to the Late Model
division and runner-up Meg Fuller
moving to the SK Light Modified di-
vision.  2020 Street Stock feature
winners Frank LʼEtoile, Jr., Chris
Meyer, Travis Hydar, and Jason
Lafayette are all set to return to the
division in 2021 and will be the
early favorites for the July 2nd
event.  Total prize money for 2nd
Annual event will exceed $5,000
with $700 guaranteed to the win-
ner.

“Weʼre looking forward to contin-
uing the Firecracker 30 and want to
thank Glenn and the entire Mid-
state Site Development team for
their support,” explained Stafford
Speedway CEO Mark Arute.  “Due
to the delayed opening last season
the Firecracker 30 was only the
2nd event of the season and we
hope that is not the case in 2021.
The Street Stocks continue to be
one of the best shows each Friday
and weʼre glad to be able to have a
night to spotlight these drivers.”

Midstate Site Development is a
full service site contractor located
in Bloomfield, CT with a focus on
safety, quality, knowledge, and in-
novation.  In business for nearly 20
years, Midstate is a leader in heavy
highway, commercial, and indus-
trial construction while also provid-
ing expertise in other areas
including residential & sub-division
construction and  athletic field con-
struction as well as sewer, water,
and utility construction.  For more
information on Midstate Site Devel-
opment visit their website at
www.msdct.com.  

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.
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