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Roger Penske
wonʼt give Joey
Logano a pep talk be-
fore Sundayʼs race
that will determine the
Sprint Cup Series
championship at the
Homes tead-Miami
Speedway.

But Logano, along
with everyone else at
Penske Racing, wonʼt
need words from a
man known as

“The Captain” for motiva-
tion. They are fully aware of
what the race means to the
legendary car owner.

Just two months re-
moved from his 14th Indy-
Car championship, Penske
now is in position to add a
second NASCAR title to his
vast wealth of success. A
win in the Chase for the Champi-
onship at Homestead not only
would be a crowning moment in
Penske Racingʼs 50th anniversary
celebration, it would mark the first
time one car owner has swept both
IndyCars and stock champi-
onships.

For Penske, Sundayʼs race will
be nothing more than another day
at the office. For Logano, itʼs a
chance to join the upper echelon of
the sportʼs history.

“It's hard to keep your mind from
wandering a little bit even as I'm sit-
ting up here and wondering what
that moment can be like, but we've
got to stay focused on
the prize right now,” Logano said.

A surprising victory Sunday at
the Phoenix International Raceway
automatically moved Logano into
the Final Four of the playoffs. He
will join Jimmie Johnson, Carl Ed-
wards and defending series cham-
pion Kyle Busch in the
winner-take-all 400-mile race in
Homestead.

The cornerstone of Penskeʼs
empire is focusing on the prepara-
tion, not the moment. That attitude
trickles throughout the organiza-
tion, from the executive suites to
the floor-sweepers.

“Well, I think the main thing
would be to talk to the guys about
car preparation,” he said. “We donʼt
need to have small things happen,
and we need to say this is another
race. Letʼs run it like the race that
we had last week and the week be-
fore, and thatʼs what we have to do
going into Homestead, realizing

weʼre only really racing three other
people, which is a huge benefit ver-
sus the whole field.”

Logano certainly cut it close just
to advance to the final round at
Phoenix. He barely kept his Ford
ahead of Kevin Harvickʼs car at the
end of the race, knowing if he was
passed he probably faced elimina-
tion.

Then everything changed in a
flash.

Matt Kenseth led during a restart
with two laps remaining,
but his chances were
crashed – literally – when
he cut the first corner too
closely and collided with
Alex Bowman. Logano
went from third to first
during the accident, and
he eventually held off
charges by Busch, Kyle
Larson and Harvick once

the race resumed for another two
laps in overtime.

“We've got momentum,” Logano
said. “There's a lot of excitement. I
know we can do it.”

The IndyCar side of the Penske
organization had the same feeling.
And like their teammates on the
stock car side, they feed off their
bossʼ legacy of winning and quiet
confidence.

Simon Pagenaud won the Indy-
Car Series title on Sept. 18. Will
Power and Helio Castroneves gave
Penske Racing a sweep of the top-
three spots in the standings.

Added with Penskeʼs record 16
wins at the Indianapolis 500, words
arenʼt needed for everyone under
the Penske banner to understand
whatʼs expected.

Pagenaud talked about “Penske
pressure” during the stretch drive.
“I mean, when you come to a team
like this youʼre expected to win, no
matter what,” he said.

Since Penske keeps his IndyCar
and NASCAR teams under the
same roof in Mooresville, N.C., en-
gineers and drivers from both sides
are working together on Home-
stead.

Thatʼs why championships
arenʼt departmental at Penske.

“One of the things when we
combined IndyCar operations and
our NASCAR operations was to
have cross�pollination, not only
from an engineering standpoint but
also about people, that we move
the people around, and to me peo-
ple who have made their lower
level can move to one of the other

cars or one of the other series,”
Penske said.

Even at 79, Penske still is inter-
ested in possibly expanding his
motorsports footprint to sports-car
racing at LeMans – as long as it

doesnʼt distract from his four Indy-
Car and two NASCAR teams.

But right now, thereʼs only one
thing on everyoneʼs mind at
Penske Racing – even if the boss
doesnʼt talk a lot about it.
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FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015
have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com

follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
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The “Captain”, Roger Penske, talks with his driver Joey Logano

last year in the garage area at Homestead before the champi-

onship race. (Nigel Kinrade/NKP photo)



The stage is set.
What every race fan
has waited for since
February comes next
weekend. Itʼs Ford
Championship Week-
end at the Home-
s t e a d - M i a m i
S p e e d -
way. The
season fi-
nale for
the top
three divi-
sions of
NASCAR

– Camping World
Trucks, XFINITY, and
Sprint Cup Series – will
battle at the 1.5-mile
Florida track to deter-
mine their champion for 2016. And,
what a tremendous three days of
competition weʼre going to see.

This year will be historic for so
many reasons, but the first one is
very obvious. The Camping World
Truck Series and the XFINITY Se-
ries drivers and teams have battled
their way to Homestead in their
own version of a Chase to the
Championship. This year is the first
time that these two series have
used the Chase format to deter-
mine their champion. The Sprint
Cup Series has used the Chase
format is one version or another for
several seasons.

First title to be determined will be
the Camping World Truck Series
next Friday. The four title con-
tenders, Johnny Sauter, Matt
Crafton, Christopher Bell, and Tim-
othy Peters, will battle each other in
a “race within a race” to see who
will claim the title trophy.

Matt Crafton won the CWTS title
twice, 2013 and 2014, and will look
to add to his resume with a third
crown. The 40-year old competitor
edged Ty Dillon by 40 points in ʼ13
and Ryan Blaney by 21 in securing
his two titles. Crafton has 13 career
truck series wins.

Johnny Sauter won two of the
three races in the last round of
races prior to Homestead. The 38-
year old has never won the truck
title and has a best finish of second
in 2011, six points behind champ
Austin Dillon. Sauter also has 13
career truck wins.

Timothy Peters has also finished
second in the CWTS title chase.
The 36-year old finished six points
behind champion James Beuscher
in 2012. Peters has ten career
wins.

The youngest member of the

“Championship Four” is Christo-
pher Bell. The 22-year old has two
career truck series victories and is
contending for the coveted title in
his first full season in the series.

The XFINITY Series will be set-
tled among four drivers who have
never won this championship.

Daniel Suarez, Elliott
Sadler, Justin Allgaier,
and Erik Jones will “ight
it out” next Saturday for
the right to claim their
first XFINITY title.

Elliott Sadler is the
senior member of the
foursome at age 41.
The NASCAR veteran
finished second in the
XFINITY points race
twice, 2011 and 2012.

Sadler finished behind Champion 
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. both sea-

sons, losing by 45 in ʼ11 and 23 in
ʼ12. Of course, those titles were de-
termined by the “old” conventional
point system. Sadler, looking for his
first NASCAR title, has 13 career
wins in the XFINITY Series.

Justin Allgaier will drive the sec-
ond Jr. Motorsports entry in the
championship race. The 30-year
old competitor finished third in the
2011 title hunt, 117 behind Sten-
house. Allgaier has three career
XFINITY wins.

Daniel Suarez finished fifth in
the 2015, 112 points behind cham-
pion Chris Buescher. The 24-year
old Suarez has been a strong com-
petitor all season and certainly will
be a threat to win his first NASCAR
title.

Erik Jones knows what winning
a NASCAR championship can do
for your career. The 20-year old
won the Camping World Truck Se-
ries title in 2015 before moving full-
time to XFINITY this season. He
has six career XFINITY wins, four
in ʼ16 and two last year running a
limited schedule.    

Two very competitive series with
eight racers giving their best in
search of a NASCAR title. But, the
talk of the weekend will be Sunday
afternoon and the Sprint Cup Se-
ries championship battle.

Jimmie Johnson, Carl Edwards,
Joey Logano, and Kyle Busch bat-
tled their way through three rounds
of tight competition to earn their
spot at Homestead. Each driver will
have a special motivating factor
next weekend.

Joey Logano won at Phoenix to
easrn his title shot at Homestead.
The 26-year old Penske driver fin-
ished fourth in the championship

race in 2014 behind Kevin Harvick,
Ryan Newman, and Denny Hamlin.
Logano has never won the Sprint
Cup title and has 13 career victo-
ries, three in ʼ16.

Carl Edwards won at Texas to
earn his title shot. The 37-year old
has finished second in the sprint
Cup title race twice, 2008 and
2011. In ʼ08, Edwards finished 69
points behind Jimmie Johnson and
won nine races. In 2011, Edwards
and Tony Stewart fought back-and-
forth for the title at Homestead.
Stewart won the race, Edwards fin-
ished second, and the two tied in
points for the title. Stewart won the
tiebreaker to capture his third Cup
crown. Edwards has 28 career Cup
wins, three this season.

Kyle Busch is the defending
Sprint Cup Series Champion and
earned the right to compete for a
second consecutive title with a sec-
ond-place run at Phoenix. The 31-
year old Busch has 38 career wins
in the Cup Series including last
year at Homestead to secure his
championship by one point over
Harvick.

Perhaps the biggest story of
Championship Weekend could be
Jimmie Johnson. With his victory at
Martinsville in the round of eight,
Johnson secured his position in the
title race at Homestead. And,
should he finish higher than the
other three competitors eligible for
the championship, Johnson will win
his seventh NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series title. In case you havenʼt
heard, only two drivers in the his-
tory of our sport have won seven
championships, Richard Petty and
Dale Earnhardt. Johnson won his

first title in 2006 and followed that
with four more consecutive cham-
pionships. His five straight titles in
the highest division of NASCAR
ranks among the most significant
records in history of our sport.
Johnson won his sixth crown in
2013 defeating Matt Kenseth by 19
points. The 19-point margin in ʼ13
was the closest of his six title bat-
tles. The 41-year old California na-
tive has 79 career wins in Cup, four
in 2016.

The Homestead weekend will
also be historic because Sunday
will be the final NASCAR race for
Tony Stewart. The 45-year old leg-
end will conclude his eighteen year
Cup career with 49 victories and
three NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
championships. “Smoke” won his
crowns in 2002 by 38 over Mark
Martin, 2005 by 35 over Greg Bif-
fle, and 2011 by winning the
tiebreaker over Edwards. Stewart
also won 11 XFINITY races and
two Camping World Truck events
during his NASCAR career. Thanks
for the memories Smoke!

And, for those of you who make
predictions each year on such
things as racing championships,
letʼs review my thoughts as written
in FasTrack in February, 2016. For
the record, I picked Crafton to win
the truck title, Erik Jones to capture
the XFINITY crown, and Jimmie
Johnson to be known as “Mr.
Seven Time Champ” next Sunday
evening. 

One week and three races will
determine how clear my crystal ball
was earlier this year. Best of luck to
all twelve drivers competing for a
championship!
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By REID SPENCER

AVONDALE, AZ -
Joey Logano earned a
return trip to the
Championship 4 at
Homestead-Miami
Speedway after a
yearʼs absence.

Kyle Busch will
head to the South Florida track to
try to defend his 2015 NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series title.

And Kevin Harvick wonʼt be
competing for the title for the first
time since NASCAR debuted its
elimination Chase format in 2014.
Needing a victory to advance, as it
turned out, Harvick finished fourth
in Sundayʼs Can-Am 500 at
Phoenix International Raceway.

In a race that featured spectacu-
lar side-by-side racing and a sub-
stitute driver who dominated the
first 250 laps of the event after
starting from the pole, Logano beat
Busch to the finish line by .587 sec-
onds in the second of two over-
times.

Loganoʼs first victory at the one-
mile track couldnʼt have been time-

lier. The win – his third of the sea-
son and the 17th of his career –
gave Logano an automatic berth in
the Championship 4 race, set for
next Sunday.

"This feels so good," said
Logano, who took the lead from the
fourth position when a wreck in-
volving race leader Matt Kenseth,
Busch and polestitter Alex Bowman
ended the first attempt at overtime.
"I've never felt this good about a
win before. There was so much on
the line and everyone brings their
A-game when it comes to winning
championships, and this team did
it. 

"Man, this feels so good. I had a
good restart there at the end (in the
second overtime) and holding off
Kyle to try to get this thing into
Miami. We're racing for a champi-
onship now. We did exactly what
we had to do. We've got to go to
Homestead and do the same
thing…

"I'm speechless right now. I feel
like I just won the Daytona 500
again."

Busch earned the last available

spot in the season finale with his
runner-up finish, but it came at the
expense of Kenseth, his Joe Gibbs
Racing teammate. Kenseth led the
field to the first overtime restart on
Lap 317, with Bowman beside him.

From the third spot, Busch had
a strong run and dived to the inside
of Bowman, who went low to block.
Busch shoved Bowman forward,
and when Kenseth turned down
from the outside lane in Turn 1,
thinking he was clear, contact from
Bowmanʼs Chevrolet sent
Kensethʼs Toyota spinning in an ac-
cident that knocked the 2003 series
champion out of the Championship
4.

For Busch, the incident made
advancing to the finale bittersweet.

"Well, right now it feels pretty
(lousy), but tomorrow it might feel a
lot better," Busch said. "I'm not
sure, depends on what Matt's inter-
pretation is, and whether or not he
can forgive. You know, I just feel re-
ally bad about what happened
there on that last restart. It just was-
n't what I anticipated having hap-
pen, and I just feel bad. The 20
(Kenseth) should have been the
Gibbs car to go through, and I was
just trying to make a position there
on the 88, felt like I was to his in-
side and had the position…

"It translated into the 20 crash-
ing. That's not how at all I foresaw
that going. I was hoping I could get
the 88 underneath him and force
him up and have him kind of block

the 22 and check up the outside
row and then I could have a posi-
tion between me and the 22 and
get myself and the 20 in. Math just
didn't quite work out that way
today."

In a race that went 12 laps be-
yond its scheduled distance of 312
laps, Kyle Larson ran third, fol-
lowed by Harvick, Kurt Busch,
Bowman and Denny Hamlin. Like
Kenseth, who finished 21st after
the late wreck, Harvick, Hamlin and
Kurt Busch all were eliminated from
the Chase.

Hamlin finished six points be-
hind JGR teammate Kyle Busch in
the race for the last Championship
4 berth.

Driving in place of Dale Earn-
hardt Jr., Bowman led the first 92
laps and 194 overall in posting the
best finish of his career. But his
strong performance tinged with re-
gret.

"We're all here to win races and
doing everything we can to win
races," said Bowman, who grew up
in nearby Tucson. "I don't think Kyle
wrecked Matt. I don't think I
wrecked Matt. I think the situation,
it just all, it all happened like that. 

"It's unfortunate. But I don't think
you can really place the blame on
one person. It just sucks for Matt. I
don't know Matt. He's probably re-
ally mad at me right now, I'd imag-
ine, but hopefully we can move
past it and race clean at Home-
stead."
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to Final 4 with

Hard-Fought Phoenix

Victory

Knowing that it was win or go home, Joey Logano battled his way to Phoenixʼs victory lane with great exuberance. (Russell

LaBounty/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER

AVONDALE, AZ -
It was just another
routine Saturday at
Phoenix International
Raceway for Kyle
Busch.

But nothing else in
the Ticket Galaxy 200

was at all ordinary.
All the drama unfolded behind

Busch, as eight drivers scrambled
for four positions in the NASCAR
XFINITY Series Chaseʼs Champi-
onship 4 Round at Homestead-
Miami Speedway.

Busch led 190 of 200 laps on the
way to his 10th NASCAR XFINITY
Series victory of the season, his
10th at the one-mile track and the
86th of his career, extending his
own series record.

Busch beat runner-up Austin Dil-
lon to the finish line by 6.115 sec-
onds. Ricky Stenhouse Jr. ran third
in his first XFINITY Series start
since 2013.

"It means a lot," said Busch, who
won his 170th race across
NASCARʼs top three touring series.
"Thatʼs what we set out to do
tonight, and weʼve been really fast
here at Phoenix.

"Weʼve had some great race
cars and Chris Gayle (crew chief)
and all these guys do such a great
job each and every week preparing
these things – and itʼs fun to win
here."

Justin Allgaier and Daniel
Suarez secured spots in the Cham-
pionship 4 with respective fourth
and fifth-place finishes, as did Erik
Jones, who recovered from a pit
road mistake on Lap 93 to finish
10th.

But the real tension waited until
after the race, when Elliott Sadler
sat anxiously on pit road as
NASCAR officials decided whether
loose lug nuts would cost Sadler,
the 13th-place finisher, the services
of his crew chief, Kevin Meender-
ing, in the season finale.

NASCAR found two loose lug
nuts, and that means Meendering
will serve a suspension next week.
Sadler did not know who his crew
chief will be at Homestead –
though he was lobbying, somewhat
facetiously, for team owner Dale
Earnhardt Jr. to take over the pit
box.

"The emotions of the last 30
minutes have been tough," Sadler
said.

"We knew one was loose, and
one was in question. Kevinʼs pretty
much become my best friend, and
Kevinʼs made me a race car driver
again this year…

"Weʼve saved our Darlington car
– our best car – for Homestead.
Weʼve put all our eggs in that car.
Weʼve done everything right as a
race team to go to Homestead with
a legitimate shot of walking away a
champion… Now that we know

heʼs going to be suspended, itʼs
going to be tough."

NASCAR XFINITY Series Man-
aging Director Wayne Auton said
there was never a possibility of
Sadler losing his spot in the Cham-
pionship 4.

"At the end of the race, we bring
all the cars down to the entrance of
pit road for inspection of the wheels
and the lug nuts," Auton said. "We
observed that the No. 1 car had two
lug nuts not secured to the wheel.
With that being said, all the teams

were very much aware at the start
of the Chase of the violations that
could come about.

"Weʼve advised the team that
theyʼre going to be looking for a
crew chief for next week and a
monetary fine of about $10,000. Itʼs
clearly in the 2016 NASCAR Xfinity
Series rule book."

Blake Koch finished eighth and
lost the final Championship 4 posi-
tion to Sadler by four points. Join-
ing Koch on the Chase sidelines
were Ryan Reed, who finished
sixth, and Brendan Gaughan and
Darrell Wallace Jr., who were
wrecked and eliminated before the

race was 150 laps old.
Gaughan, who needed a victory

to advance to Homestead, was
playing fuel strategy when his right
front tire went flat on the
frontstretch on Lap 138. Gaughan
pounded the Turn 1 wall and retired
in 35th place.

"It was about to play out the way
we wanted," Gaughan said after
exiting the infield care center. "Did
not want to be the caution. Did not
want to hit that hard – but we took
a shot."

Wallaceʼs grandmother had
passed away during the week be-
fore the race, and the No. 6 Ford
carried her name, "Granny Jan,"
above the driverʼs door. On Lap
148, Koch ducked to the inside off
Turn 4 and knocked Wallaceʼs
Mustang into the inside frontstretch
wall.

"My grandmother was giving me
the ride of my life," Wallace said,
his voice breaking with emotion.
"That was the most fun I have had
all year. Just circumstances took us
out. Itʼs just hard. Thanks, Granny,
I love you. We will go on to Home-
stead and let her ride again."
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s Kyle Busch Wins at

Phoenix, as

Championship 4

XFINITY Field is Set

After dominating the running of the Ticket Galaxy 200 at PIR, Kyle

Busch salutes the crowd in his usual post race manner at the

start- finish line. (Russell LaBounty/NKP photo)

Elliott Sadler (1) goes into the XFINITY Chase in the lead, but will

have to race the final race without his crew chief after loose

lugnuts were found after the Phoenix race. (Sarah Crabill/Getty Im-

ages photo)

Daniel Suarez (19) and Erik Jones (20) are two of the NASCAR

XFINITY drivers going into the final Chase race at Homestead.

(Nigel Kinrade/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER

AVONDALE, AZ -
William Byronʼs bitter
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t
proved a boon for two
of his Kyle Busch Mo-
torsports teammates
in Friday nightʼs Lucas
Oil 150 NASCAR
Camping World Truck
Series race at

Phoenix International Raceway.
When the engine in Byronʼs No.

9 Toyota expired on Lap 141 of 150
– ending the championship run for
the seriesʼ most prolific winner this
year – Kyle Busch Motorsports
teammate Daniel Suarez took over
the race lead and went on to score
the first NCWTS victory of his ca-
reer.

Byronʼs elimination from the in-
augural Camping World Truck Se-
ries Chase also helped teammate
Christopher Bell, who claimed the
last berth in the Championship 4
with a seventh-place finish. Bell
joins second-place finisher Johnny
Sauter, third-place Matt Crafton
and fifth-place Timothy Peters with
a chance to win the title next Friday
at Homestead-Miami Speedway (8
p.m. ET on FS1).

Suarez pulled ahead of Sauter

after a restart with four laps left and
led by .510 seconds when he
crossed the finish line for the final
time.

"He was running a perfect race
and things like this happen,"
Suarez said of the demise of his
teammate, who had led 112 of the
first 137 laps before his engine
began to fail. "The first victory in
any series is always the most diffi-
cult to get.

"I'm just very proud of this team
for their effort. They've done a re-
ally good job all year. Iʼm very
happy that we were able to get the
win for KBM and Toyota."

Byronʼs engine issue was sud-
den and unexpected.

"We had been running hot a little
bit the last run – kind of all night,"
Byron said. "It stayed within 10 (de-
gree) range, but it started to vi-
brate, maybe the lap before… but
it didnʼt seem like a big deal, then it
sputtered and flames came out
from underneath the truck."

And now Bell will race for the
championship instead of the 18-
year-old Byron, who has posted a
series-best six victories in his
rookie season.

Seeking a sweep of the Round
of 6 after victories at Martinsville

and Texas, Sauter couldnʼt catch
Suarez in the run to the finish.

"We had a great truck, especially
on the long runs," said Sauter,
whose No. 21 Silverado is the only
Chevrolet in the Championship 4.
"Unfortunately, I just could not get
going in the short run. I was just ex-
tremely loose…

"I knew at the end there I
needed to get a really, really good
restart, and I didnʼt get the restart I
needed. Iʼve got nobody to blame
but myself for that. But Iʼm just
proud of everybodyʼs effort. Even
though everybody says thereʼs no
pressure, thereʼs always pressure
– this is racing."

Crafton and Peters were one
point apart entering the race and
battled in close quarters for most of
the race. Until Byronʼs engine blew,
they were contesting the final posi-
tion at Homestead until Bell fell
back on a late restart.

"There wasnʼt a lap that wasnʼt
tense," Crafton said. "We just raced
hard from the beginning to the
end."
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Daniel Suarez Wins

First NCWTS Race as

Chase Final is Set

Daniel Suarez is all smiles as he hoists the Lucas Oil 150 NCWTS

trophy overhead. (Ronda Greer photo)

William Byron blows an engine in the late laps of the Lucas Oil 150 Friday night at PIR, ending his

quest for the NASCAR Camping World Truck Series championship. (Christian Petersen/Getty Images

photo)
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PUBLIC AUCTION - Indianapolis, IN 
November 24, 25, 26, 2016 

3 Day Sale Auction at 9:00 AM Each Day - Doors open at 8:00 AM 

ADMISSION  $10.00 each day - Children 12 and under are free 

CONSIGNMENTS:  We are accepting consignments from 9 AM – 6:00 PM on

Tuesday, November 22nd and Wednesday, November 23rd. 

SALE IS FULL!!!! OVER
2000 LOTS

If you have not
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planning on bringing parts,
please call first!! 

TERMS OF SALE:  Terms of sale is cash, cashier

checks, money orders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or

Mastercard. Business or Personal Checks must be

accompanied by a Bank Letter of Credit submitted to

cashier on Sale Days. There will be a 15% buyerʼs

premium charged on each lot number sold, with a 5%

discount given for cash. Driver's license or picture

identification is required to register. All items sold “As

Is, Where Is” with no guarantees or warranty expressed

or implied. Buyers must settle and remove all items at

the end of each sale day. Announcements sale day take

precedence over any printed matter. 

www.mcsauctions.com
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LUCAMA, NC -
Raphael Lessard and
Josh Berry visited vic-
tory lane in the final
event of the CARS
Racing Tour Season
at Southern National
Motorsports Park on
Saturday night, the
CSX Play it Safe 250
presented by MMIA.
Lessard cemented his
super late model

championship with the victory and
Josh Berry brought home the team
(ownerʼs) championship for JR Mo-
torsports while Deac McCaskill
captured the late model stock dri-
verʼs title with a seventh place fin-
ish. 

LATE MODEL STOCK RECAP:

For the first time in his CARS Tour
career, Jeff Oakley led the field to
green from the Hedgecock Racing
pole position after setting a new
track record in time trials. Champi-
onship leader Deac McCaskill
started alongside and quickly fell
behind Oakley in the opening laps
as the Virginia driver rocketed out
to an early lead of nearly half a lap
at times.

As the laps wound down, Mc-
Caskill, Berry, Layne Riggs and
others began to close in on Oakley
as he struggled in traffic and his car
visibly began to lose grip and slip in
each end of the speedway. R.D.
Smith, after passing Josh Berry on
lap 93, looped his Toyota by himself
in turn two to bring out the only cau-
tion of the race.

After the restart, McCaskill used
his home track experience to motor
by Oakley for the race lead but it
was short-lived. Oakley powered
by around McCaskill for the next 19
circuits and appeared to be en
route to his first career tour win until
Josh Berry found his way to second
and began to stalk Oakleyʼs No. 11
in the closing laps. Berry made
contact while getting around Oak-
ley in turn one on lap 115 and ulti-
mately pulled away to his fifth
CARS Late Model Stock Tour win
of the season and the eighth of his
career, tops all time. Layne Riggs,
Christian Eckes, Chris Hudspeth
and Tommy Lemons, Jr. rounded
out the top five.

Deac McCaskill, who entered
the race with a 13-point cushion
over Lemons, finished seventh and
secured the driverʼs title by 11
points. Berry, whose team entered

the race one point behind Mc-
Caskillʼs in the ownerʼs standings,
won the ownerʼs title by six points. 

“We had that caution and my
spotter asked 'whatcha got?,' and I
said 'I don't know if we got it today,
boys,' but on that restart it was like
it was a different car after every-
thing cooled down and we tight-
ened up,” Berry explained in
Edelbrock Victory Lane.  “Everyone
started beating and banging, we
got in the right lane and got a cou-
ple of spots pretty quick, and before
you knew it I was racing for the
lead. They all started checking up

on the bottom and I just tried it [up
high] since they laid down some
stuff in it and it was better. I think
Oakley started losing his right rear
tire at the end and I was just trying
to time it to get by him. 

“Without a doubt this place has
been the biggest struggle for me
when it comes to racing late mod-
els and we haven't had a lot of suc-
cess here,” he continued. “This
weekend did not go like we wanted.
We worked our asses off is the best
way to put it. These guys worked
so hard on this thing and we kept
digging and kept trying to get it bet-
ter and stayed late last night work-
ing on it. It doesn't always work out,
but it sure makes it worth it when it
does.”

McCaskill was overcome with
(Continued Next Page)

Deac McCaskill raises the CARS Late Model Stock Tour champi-

onship trophy after claiming his first series title at Southern National

Motorsports Park on Saturday afternoon over Tommy Lemons and

Josh Berry. (Kyle Tretow/CARS Tour photo)

Josh Berry won the late model stock portion of the CSX Play It Safe

250 presented by MMIA on Saturday at Southern National Motor-

sports Park. The win was enough to vault his JR Motorsports team

to the owner's championship. (Kyle Tretow/CARS Tour photo)
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emotion after the race
when asked about his
championship. Often
haunted by taunts of
being a one-track suc-
cess, the CARS Tour
championship was
something he coveted
since the first day the
series began. Unoffi-
cially, he won the title
by 11 points over
Tommy Lemons, Jr.

“It was wild and a
handful to drive, that
last heat cycle just
killed our tires, we just

ran too hard and burned the right
rear tire off of it. Congrats to
Tommy Lemons, he was the first
person over here....." McCaskill
trailed off as be began to cry after
the race during his post-race inter-
view. 

“I can't believe it,” he muttered
under the muffled sobs. “I think it
just hit me right now. Traveling to all
these different tracks and being
able to run like this -- oh well, I don't
mind crying. It's just tough. To be
able to be competitive is tough to
do. I can't help but think back to
Concord and Hickory and what we
did there, and that saved us there.
Everyone said coming to your
hometown track it was going to be
really easy and I never took it for
granted because I knew it was
going to be tough. And look at
where we finished, it was probably
our worst finish all year. I just really
apprecaiate the CARS Tour, Jack,
Chris, everyone for what they do.
It's a fun series with ten races and
it's perfect for our schedule.”

SUPER LATE MODEL RECAP:

For the second consecutive event,
Brandon Setzer put his No. 6 Ford
on the pole position and reset the
track record in the process with
Matt Craig alongside. Setzer led
the opening three laps until Craig
worked his way past for the next 76
laps. 

Championship leader Raphael
Lessard took advantage of Craigʼs
mistake in slower traffic to take the
lead on lap 80, but a caution on lap
94 for Jake Crumʼs stopped race-
car reset the entire tempo of the
race. On the restart, Lessard bob-
bled but still jumped back to the
point while Setzer and Craig battled
behind him, making contact which
put Craigʼs car into the outside wall
and brought a caution on lap 97 for
debris from Setzerʼs machine. Cole
Timm led his only laps immediately
after the ensuing restart until
Lessard muscled his way back

around on lap 99.
Behind Lessard, the field jock-

eyed for position in the closing laps
with various race strategies playing
out as the field raced closer to the
checkered flag. Setzer, who fell
back after the contact with Craig,
made his way around Cole Timm
for second with less than 25 laps to
go and began to reel in Lessard for
the lead, but time eventually ran
out. The French-Canadian sensa-
tion won his fourth race of the sea-
son by a 1.524-second margin over
Setzer, Timm, Tate Fogleman and
Lucas Jones. 

“I didn't think we would end like
this at all,” said Lessard about his
four-win season, a performance
that ties him for second on the all-
time win list with fellow Toyota pro-
tégé Christopher Bell. “I thought we
would have some top five finishes
or something like that, but I never
thought we could get some wins. I
have to thank David Gilliland Rac-
ing, they worked so hard to get my
car ready and get my car perfect
like this weekend. 

“My car was amazing tonight, I

can't thank my crew chief, Seth
Smith, enough,” he continued. “It's
just amazing and a great opportu-
nity to get the win like this with CSX
here and on the car, it's just amaz-
ing. I can't thank everyone enough.
My car was very fast, but I thought
my car was a little bit better, and
Brandon Setzer was very fast. I
don't know what happened on the

restart, but I didn't mean to do it at
all, and he did an excellent job. It
was very nice to race against those
guys this year.”

Setzerʼs runner-up performance
solidified his second place ranking
in the season standings with Matt
Craig, despite missing a race, fin-
ishing third.

“I didn't think we would end like
this at all,” said an ecstatic Lessard
in Edelbrock Victory Lane. “I
thought we would have some top
five finishes or something like that,
but I never thought we could get
some wins. I have to thank David
Gilliland Racing, they worked so
hard to get my car ready and get
my car perfect like this weekend.
My car was amazing tonight, I can't
thank my crew chief, Seth Smith,
enough. It's just amazing and a
great opportunity to get the win like
this with CSX here and on the car,
it's just amazing. I can't thank
everyone enough.”

“My car was very fast, but I
thought my car was a little bit bet-
ter, and Brandon Setzer was very
fast,” he continued. “I don't know
what happened on the restart, but I
didn't mean to do it at all, and he
did an excellent job. It was very
nice to race against those guys this
year.”

The 2017 season opens for the
third go-round of the CARS Racing
Tour on March 11, 2017, at Con-
cord Speedway, followed two
weeks later by their first visit to Do-
minion Raceway in Thornburg, Va.
For more information on the CARS
Tour, visit their website at
www.carsracingtour.com. Fresh
content and updates can also be
found on the series Facebook page
(/carstour), Twitter (@carstour), In-
stagram (@cars_tour) and Youtube
channel (/c/carstour). The series
Roku app is also populated regu-
larly with content from CARS Tour
events and special productions.

Raphael Lessard claimed his fourth win of the season on Saturday

night in the CSX Play it Safe 250 presented by MMIA at Southern Na-

tional Motorsports Park. The French-Canadian sensation also cap-

tured the super late model series title in addition to his victory

on-track over Brandon Setzer. (Kyle Tretow/CARS Tour photo)
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Homestead-Miami
Speedway

MIAMI, FL - The
stage is almost set
both on and off the
track for 2016 Ford
Championship Week-
end, as Miami Native
Jencarlos Canela will
sing the National An-
them prior to
NASCARʼs Sprint Cup
Series Ford EcoBoost
400 championship
race on November 20
at Homestead-Miami
Speedway.

Canela has
recorded three studio

albums— Un Nuevo Dia, Jen and
Buscame, which entered the Latin
album charts at #1 and was certi-
fied gold within weeks of its re-
lease. Canelaʼs impressive singing
career also includes the highly an-
ticipated single “Baby,” which
reached platinum in 2016, and his
previous diamond single “Bajito”
that reached #1 on the radio in
Puerto Rico and landed in the top
10 of Billboardʼs Latin Pop charts in
the United States and Mexico. In
addition, Canela recently released
his newest hit “Paʼque Me Invitan,”
which has more than 15 million
views on YouTube. Currently,
Canela is working on his English
album debut for Universal and Re-
public Records.

"Miami is my birthplace, my city,
which makes performing the Na-
tional Anthem at NASCARʼs Sprint
Cup Series championship race at
Homestead-Miami Speedway so
incredibly special. I am honored
and grateful to have the opportu-
nity,” said Canela.

The Latin pop singer has also
starred in multiple television pro-
ductions, including leading roles in
five Telenovelas, two Feature Films
and the lead role of ʻJesus Christʼ
in the two-hour musical event, “The
Passion.” Most recently, Canela
has acted alongside Eva Longoria
in the high-profile comedy series
“Telenovela” where Canela starred
as “Xavier Castillo.” In 2008, the
New World School of Arts graduate
debuted as a theater actor and
singer in the stage musical “Miami
Libre,” which was held at the Adri-
enne Arsht Center for the Perform-
ing Arts in Miami. In 2014, Canela
became the first Latin artist to press
the famous New Yearʼs Eve ball
button for the final 60 second
countdown to ring New Year in
Time Square.

Canela is involved with various
charitable causes, including the
Department of Families in Puerto

Rico, Childrenʼs Miracle Hospital
Network, League Against Cancer,
The Christopher and Dana Reeve
foundation and becoming the first
Latin artist to represent the IRC (In-
ternational Rescue Committee) in-
ternationally.

“It is exciting to have the multi-
talented artist Jencarlos Canela,
who is born and raised in Miami,
perform our countryʼs National An-
them,” said Homestead-Miami
Speedway President Matthew
Becherer. “Canela adds yet an-
other championship highlight to this
yearʼs pre-race festivities, which
also includes The Band Perryʼs
performance in Sundayʼs pre-race
concert.”

Tickets for NASCARʼs 2016
Ford Championship Weekend,
which will be held November 18-20
at Homestead-Miami Speedway,
are now available and can be pur-
chased by calling (866) 409-RACE
(7223) or visiting www.Homestead-
MiamiSpeedway.com.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Speedway

Christmas, Charlotte Motor Speed-
wayʼs holiday staple, will return
Nov. 19 with a record 3.75 miles of
lights that will illuminate the iconic
race track – but lights and camera-
friendly Christmas scenes are only
part of the action. Families seeking
a cozy holiday atmosphere can see
Movie Night on the giant Speedway
TV each Thursday-Sunday for 26
nights of Christmas favorites on the
16,000-square-foot screen.
This yearʼs Speedway Christmas
movie schedule includes:

• Nov. 19-20 – “The Polar Ex-
press”

• Nov. 24-27 – “It's a Wonderful
Life”

• Dec. 1-4 – “Elf”
• Dec. 8-11 – “A Christmas

Story”
• Dec. 15-19 – “National Lam-

poon's Christmas Vacation”
• Dec. 20-24 – “Frosty's Winter

Wonderland,” “The Grinch,”
“Mickey's Christmas Carol”

• Dec. 29-30 – “Frozen”
The first day of Speedway

Christmas coincides with the Egg
Nog Jog 5K, a fun run to kick off the
holiday festivities with hundreds of
runners taking to the speedwayʼs
infield course in creative costumes
and illuminated attire to begin the
holiday season in style.

TICKETS: Fans can buy tickets
to the Speedway Christmas lights
show, which start at just $20, by
calling 1-800-455-FANS (3267), or
visiting http://www.charlottemotor-
speedway.com/tickets/. Fans are
encouraged to register early for the

Egg Nog Jog 5K by visiting
http://eggnogjog5k.com/register/.
Speedway Christmas Tickets are
also available at the speedway
ticket office.

KEEP TRACK: Fans can con-
nect with Charlotte Motor Speed-
way by following on Twitter and
Instagram or become a Facebook
fan. Keep up with all the latest
news and information with the
Charlotte Motor Speedway mobile
app.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - In keeping with

its patriotic NASCAR weekend
theme, Atlanta Motor Speedway in-
troduces the all-new Seats for Sol-
diers and Patriot Pack programs,
which offer free seats to the March
5, 2017 Folds of Honor QuikTrip
500 NASCAR Cup Series race to
members of the U.S. military.

Race fans who would like to
show their appreciation to our
armed forces and the sacrifices
they make can purchase a $25
Seats for Soldiers ticket in the
Lower Champions Grandstands,
which will be donated to the USO,
who will then distribute them to
members of the U.S. military free of
charge.

Similarly, businesses who would
like to send 20 soldiers to the race
for free can do so with the pur-
chase of a Patriot Pack, a $500
package that includes a rally towel
with a list of participating compa-
nies for each race attendee. Busi-
nesses that purchase a Patriot
Pack will be given a commemora-
tive plaque to be displayed at their
place of business to signify their
support of our armed forces. 

There is no limit to the number
of Patriot Pack tickets businesses
can purchase, and each ticket over
20 is just $25.

Folds of Honor, one of the spon-
sors of Atlantaʼs top-tier NASCAR
race, is a 501(c)(3) foundation es-
tablished by U.S. Air Force fighter
pilot Major Dan Rooney in 2007
and is dedicated to providing edu-
cational opportunities and scholar-
ships to the families of men and
women killed or disabled while
serving our nation. The folded flag
in its logo is a symbol
that reflects the mis-
sion of the foundation
– to honor the sacri-
fices of Americaʼs he-
roes, while giving
hope to the bearers
of their legacy.

For businesses or
individuals interested
in participating in ei-
ther the Seats for Sol-

diers or Patriot Pack program can
contact Atlanta Motor Speedway at
770-946-3940 or email
AMSsales@atlantamotorspeed-
way.com.

Atlanta Motor Speedway has
also partnered with GovX to pro-
vide discounted race tickets to cur-
rent and former members of the
U.S. military as well as uniformed
first responders. Details on dis-
counts and qualifications are avail-
able by clicking here. 

NASCAR racing returns to At-
lanta Motor Speedway March 3-5,
2017, featuring the Atlanta 250
XFINITY Series and Active Pest
Control 200 Camping World Truck
Series doubleheader on Saturday,
March 4 and the Folds of Honor
QuikTrip 500 Cup Series race on
Sunday, March 5. For more infor-
mation or to purchase tickets today,
contact the Atlanta Motor Speed-
way ticket office at (770) 946-4211,
(877) 9-AMS-TIX or visit www.at-
lantamotorspeedway.com.

Phoenix Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ - Phoenix Inter-

national Raceway President Bryan
R. Sperber announced today that
DC Solar has been named the title
sponsor of the trackʼs spring
NASCAR XFINITY Series races in
2017 and 2018. The DC Solar 200
for the upcoming NASCAR season
will take place on Saturday, March
18. 

“We are very pleased to launch
this new partnership with DC
Solar,” said Phoenix Raceway
president Bryan R. Sperber. “We
think Phoenix Raceway will provide
a great platform to showcase their
cutting-edge solar equipment to
businesses and consumers alike.”

In conjunction with the entitle-
ment, PIR will implement DC
Solarʼs mobile solar generator port-
folio throughout the Raceway prop-
erty. Fans will benefit by the
addition of Power Stations – DC
Solarʼs mobile generator-based,
table-top stations that provide AC
outlets for users to charge their per-
sonal devices. The convenience
and sustainability of this new prod-
uct, located throughout the Fan 

(Continued Next Page)
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Midway, will increase
the overall fan experi-
ence and engagement
with PIRʼs newest
partner.

“Weʼre incredibly
excited about our new
partnership with
Phoenix Raceway,”
said Jeff Carpoff, DC
Solarʼs CEO. “As our
relationship evolves,
we look forward to in-
troducing new and in-
novative methods for
improving the fan ex-
perience, as well as

raceway operations, with our re-
newable energy products.”  

Phoenix Raceway will also in-
corporate mobile solar light towers
on and around the track for safety
and security, as well as traffic con-
trol. Not only will the towers reduce
overall carbon emissions at the
track, a single solar light tower will
save over 24 gallons of diesel fuel
per tower during the race weekend.
Additionally, electric vehicle (EV)
charging stations will be added so
that EV drivers can charge their
cars with mobile solar power while
attending events.

DC Solar has committed to
working with other tracks around
the NASCAR circuit to integrate
their products and technology, in-
cluding the first-ever solar powered
cool down unit on pit road for
NASCAR XFINITY Series driver,
Brennan Poole.  Driving the No. 48
DC Solar Chevrolet, Poole is wrap-
ping up his first season running full
time for Chip Ganassi Racing.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - Ford Championship

Weekend, which will be held next
weekend, November 18-20 at
Homestead-Miami, has plenty to
offer the plethora of fans who at-
tend each year, as champions are
determined in all three of
NASCARʼs premier series over the
course of three days. Similarly,
Miamiʼs iHeartMedia family of sta-
tions gives listeners an abundance
of options as well.  Whether itʼs
country, classic rock, contempo-
rary, hip-hop, R&B, news/talk or
sports, iHeartMedia has been a
mainstay over the South Florida
airwaves for many years.

Now the two entities are part-
nering to offer both of its fan basses
even more, as iHeart will become
the exclusive on-site radio partner
of Homestead-Miami Speedway.

As an exclusive radio partner,
iHeart will be doing live remotes

from Homestead-Miami Speedway
during 2016 Ford Championship
Weekend.  In addition the Tailgate
Zone at the track will now be re-
named the “iHeart Tailgate Zone,”
while iHeart will also be the pre-
senting sponsor for the Smithfield
Entertainment Stage, one of the
many entertainment areas avail-
able to fans during the course of
Ford Championship Weekend.

“iHeartMedia has been a leader
in South Florida radio for many
years, and their wide array of
choices appeals to numerous
tastes,” said Homestead-Miami
Speedway President Matthew
Becherer.  “Their lineup is an ex-
tremely impressive one and our
fans will benefit from their presence
at Ford Championship Weekend.
Just as we look to provide the ut-
most in at-track fan experience,
iHeart gives their audience maxi-
mum entertainment value as well.”  

In addition to this partnership, as
an affiliate of Motor Racing Net-
work (MRN), iHeart will carry the
MRN broadcast of the Ford Eco-
Boost 400 Sprint Cup champi-
onship race on both WINZ (940
AM) and 93.5 The Bull on Sunday,
November 20.

Tickets for 2016 Ford Champi-
onship Weekend, which will be held
November 18-20, are available and
can be purchased by calling (866)
409-RACE (7223) or visiting
www.HomesteadMiamiSpeed-
way.com.

Auto Club Speedway
FONTANA, CA - Let the celebra-

tion begin!
To kick-off Auto Club Speed-

wayʼs 20th Anniversary, NASCAR
XFINITY Series Driver, Daniel
Suárez and Speedway President
Dave Allen, surprised 100 fans by
unveiling a 20th Anniversary paint
scheme on the official Auto Club
Speedway show car. The paint
scheme features a photo collage
design of over 650 images of vic-
tory lane celebrations, celebrities,
racing moments and NASCAR fans
over the years.  

A vinyl plaque on the hood of the
car sums up the sentiments of Auto
Club Speedway President Dave
Allen:  “This car is dedicated to all
loyal fans, employees, partners
and racers who have made Auto
Club Speedway Southern Califor-
niaʼs premier motorsports facility.
Thank you for your continued sup-
port and passion for our sport and
our track. Pass on your racing pas-
sion.” 

The unique car was unveiled fol-
lowing an exclusive Q&A for Hard
Card Members (season ticket hold-

ers) with Allen and Suárez, Joe
Gibbs Racing driver of the No. 19
ARRIS Toyota Camry in the
NASCAR XFINITY Series, the
2015 NXS Sonoco Rookie Driver of
the Year and Leftyʼs Kids Club
President.

Auto Club Speedway will now
officially celebrate 20 years of rac-
ing with a ʻTrack Reunionʼ theme at
Southern Californiaʼs premier mo-
torsports venue between now and
March 24-26, 2017 when NASCAR
makes its only stop in Southern
California for Auto Club 400 Week-
end. 

Fans can relive 20 years of his-
tory leading up to and during
NASCAR Race Weekend. Some
highlights include:

• Scrolling through photos and
an interactive timeline at www.au-
toclubspeedway.com/reunion of
motorsports milestones from Roger
Penskeʼs vision of a world-class fa-
cility in Southern California to Jeff
Gordonʼs inaugural California 500
in 1997. From Gil de Ferranʼs
closed course qualifying world
record of 241+MPH run in 2000 to
Jimmie Johnsonʼs (aka Superman)
visit to Victory Lane in 2016.  

• Launching in early 2017,
NASCAR drivers will share their
answers to the ever-popular Year-
book superlatives such as “Class
Clown”, “Most Likely to Get into an
Argument” and “Best Hair” as part
of an online Track Reunion Awards
series where fans can vote to win
weekly giveaways.  

• During race weekend, fan en-
gagement will include a special
Q&A with racing legends, historic
show cars on display in the OʼReilly
Auto Parts Fan Zone, an Infield
Homecoming bash and musical en-
tertainment. A special “Yearbook”
themed souvenir program will also
be available to purchase full of past
memories and driver “well wishes.”

Also, a limited edition lapel pin is
available as part of the 20th An-
niversary Track Reunion Ticket
Package that also includes a Re-
served Ticket to Auto Club 400, a
General Admission ticket to XFIN-
ITY race and Pre-Race Pit Pass for
both days for $129 per person. To
purchase tickets to NASCARʼs
Auto Club 400 Weekend, call 1-
800-944-RACE (7223), shop online
at www.autoclubspeedway.com, or
stop by the Auto Club Speedway
ticket office. Ticket office hours are
Monday – Friday from 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m.  

Leading up to race weekend,
Auto Club Speedway will announce
additional “Track Reunion” experi-
ences. In the meantime, follow Auto
Club Speedway and use #ACS20

to share your racing memories by
tagging @ACSUpdates on Twitter
or @AutoClubSpeedway  on Face-
book and Instagram.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - In a contin-

ued effort to take care of its fans
and create exciting experiences
and lifelong memories, Pocono
Raceway today announced it will
offer a Worry-Free Weather Guar-
antee. This guarantee is FREE to
all Pocono fans that hold a Sunday
Grandstand, Club or Suite ticket to
either NASCAR Premier Series
race or Verizon INDYCAR Series
race in 2017.

The Worry-Free Weather Guar-
antee ensures fans that purchased
Sunday tickets directly from
Pocono Raceway in advance will
be reimbursed the face value if
weather postpones the race and
they are unable to make the re-
scheduled event. Pit/Paddock
Passes will also be eligible for re-
imbursement when they are pur-
chased with a Sunday grandstand
ticket.

“Since 1971, we have hosted
101 NASCAR and INDYCAR races
and only six of those have been
postponed. After a tough year with
three rainouts, we listened to our
fans and instituted the Worry-Free
Weather Guarantee,” said Brandon
Igdalsky, Pocono Raceway Presi-
dent & CEO. “Now, if one of our
Sunday races is impacted by
weather and it is postponed, those
fans who cannot make it on the re-
scheduled day will be reimbursed
the face value of their ticket. This
demonstrates our level of commit-
ment to the greatest fans in motor-
sports.”

All fans who purchase advance
tickets and cannot attend a Sunday
race that is postponed on the
makeup date will receive a check
for the face value listed on their
tickets, no questions asked.  

The Worry-Free Weather Guar-
antee protects those who purchase
tickets in the grandstands, suites
and clubs for the NASCAR Premier
Series Axalta “We Paint Winners”
400 on June 11, the NASCAR Pre-
mier Series Pennsylvania 400 on
July 30 and the Verizon IndyCar
Series ABC Supply 500 on August
20.

Pocono Raceway will host
seven major motorsports events in
2017, including four NASCAR, two
ARCA and one Verizon IndyCar
Series weekend. Tickets can be
purchased on-line at www.pocono-
raceway.com, by calling 1-800-
RACEWAY or in person at the
Pocono Raceway Ticket Office.
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TRENTON, NJ -
Ryan Flores figures he
has a score to settle.

A contender for
victory in each of the
past three years, Flo-
res missed a shot at
the 2015-2016 Len
Sammons Motor-
sports Productions In-
door Auto Racing
Championship Series
Fueled By VP Racing

Fuels championship because he
was unable to race in Trenton.

Flores this time will be able to
run all three events of the Indoor
Auto Racing Championship Series
fueled by VP Racing Fuels, starting
with the Friday and Saturday, De-
cember 9-10 Sun National Bank
Center events.

“Iʼm excited to be able to con-
tend for the championship this
year,” Flores said. “Last year, I had
to miss the Trenton race because I
was in Atlanta.”

Floresʼ full time job is with
Penske Racing on the NASCAR
Sprint Cup side.  He works in the
fabrication shop during the week
and is a right side tire changer for
Ryan Blaneyʼs No.  21 Wood Broth-
ers Ford on race days.

Flores is confident in his Lafler
chassis, Pippard engined Three
Quarter Midget (TQ heading into
the Battle Of Trenton weekend of

December 9-10.  
The man Flores and all others

will have to work overtime to defeat
is Erick Rudolph.   Rudolph won
last yearʼs TQ Battle of Trenton and
the Indoor Auto Racing Champi-
onship Fueled By VP Racing series
2015-2016 championship.

As a special preview of the
2016-2017 Indoor Racing Series,
general admission tickets for Fri-
day's opening night have been
priced at just $10 for adults and $7
for children.

The ultra-quick TQ Midgets will
headline both Friday's opening
night and Saturday's "Battle Of
Trenton" feature event finale.

The Friday night race program
consists of 60 TQ Midgets split into
three 20-lap Qualifier races.    A
complete program of heat races
and feature event for the Champ
Karts is also on the schedule. At-
tendees can get a close up look at
a TQ Midgets at Fan Zone located
on the concourse.

On Saturday the "Battle Of Tren-
ton" 40 lap feature event will be
held after a series of qualifying
events for the TQ Midgets. Sling-
shots will also be part of this pro-
gram sponsored by NAPA Auto
Parts, Oliver Communications in
Bordentown, N.J. and Pete &
Eldaʼs Bar in Neptune City. N.J.

Tickets for Saturday's races are
available starting at $17 for adults

and $7 for children. Fan Fest will be
held inside the speedway one hour
prior to the 7 PM starting time. The
entire field of race cars competing
on Saturday will be on display dur-
ing Fan Fest and drivers will be
available for free autographs and
photos by their cars.

The Trenton race is part one of
a three-race Indoor Series. Other
races are scheduled for December
30-31 at PPL Center in downtown

Allentown, Pa., and at Boardwalk
Hall in Atlantic City, N.J., on Janu-
ary 27-28, 2017.

Trenton Indoor Race tickets are
available online at www.sunnation-
albankcenter.com or by phone at 1-
800-298-4200. Tickets may also be
purchased at the Sun National
Bank Center Box Office on Monday
through Friday from 10am until
5:30 PM and on Saturday from 12
Noon through 4 PM.

CONCORD, NC -
The Wine Country
Outlaw Showdown at
Calistoga Speedway,
which traditionally
hosts the two-day
event in April, has
moved to September
15-16 in the 2017
World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Sprint
Car Series schedule.
The Outlaws' 26th
year at the renowned

half-mile will be a part of the the
season's fall western swing. 

Last year's Spring Wine Country
Outlaw Showdown was stricken by
Mother Nature, forcing the series to
cancel their double-header event at
the Calistoga Speedway. Pre-
dictable weather patterns in the
Northern California area have
spurred the Outlaws to move their
date forward to the September time
slot. This coming year, the World of
Outlaws returns to Calistoga

Speedway for an early-September
race weekend for the first time
since 2007. 

California's Calistoga Speedway
is one of the most historic tracks on
the World of Outlaws tour. Over the
past couple of years, the Speed-
way has undergone a major trans-
formation with several upgrades to
the facility. A new catch fence
around the half-mile oval has been
installed, and the racing surface
was widened and massaged for
steeper banking and a better entry
into the corners. A state-of-the-art
sound system and an all-new
scoreboard are sure to enhance
the fan experience as well.

Ticket renewals for the 2017
Wine Country Outlaw Showdown
are available now until Nov. 16th by
calling the ticket hotline: 844-DIRT-
TIX (347-8849). Tickets will be
available to the general public start-
ing November 17 by visiting dirt-
car.ticketforce.com or by calling the
ticket hotline.
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SOMERTON, AZ -
Winning out the 30
Lap game of Cat and
Mouse at the Coco-
pah Speedway, Aaron
Reutzel put an excla-
mation point on his
year by winning the fi-
nale of the 2016 sea-
son with the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car
Series presented by
the MAVTV Motor-

sports Network over newly
crowned champion, Sam Hafer-
tepe, Jr.

"I kind of had a feeling the bot-
tom was going to come in, but I did-
n't want to abort what I'd been
doing so well. All that was left was
the fence. You can go look at it, it's
just pure wall so it was tough," ex-
plained Reutzel when asked about
the road to victory.

"I wanted to go to the bottom on
the that restart, but I just decided to
go back to the top and see if Sam
showed us something and figured I
could get back in but I just wasn't
as good on the bottom, and I fig-
ured, last race of the season with
the National Tour; I would rather flip
out of the park, than run second."

Taking off from the third position,
Reutzel stalked the Hwy. 79 Colli-
sion No. 15h from the start. Riding
a deep cushion around the Coco-
pah Speedway, Reutzel pulled the
trigger on Lap 7 with a slide job for
the lead.

Leading one more lap before re-
linquishing the top spot to Hafer-
tepe who returned the slide in kind
on the ninth round, Aaron was
quick to answer with a slide job of
his own the following revolution.

Chasing down the tail of the
field, Hafertepe was on the heels of
the Dissolvalloy No. 87. Working
the top and bottom groove as
needed, Sam's run on the No. 87
would begin to wane, but a caution
on Lap 21 would bring the No. 15h
back into the hunt.

Restarting with a slower car be-
tween them, Hafertepe made quick
work of the lapped car. Committing
to the bottom side of the Cocopah
Speedway, Hafertepe and Reutzel
were a near even match as Hafer-
tepe worked under the No. 87 on
Lap 22. Forcing Aaron off the cush-
ion to block, Hafertepe rolled the
center of turns one and two to lead
the twenty-third rotation.

Returning to the cushion with a

big run, Aaron all but rode the wall
around the Cocopah Speedway to
regain the lead on Lap 24. Wheel
to wheel for several laps, Aaron fi-
nally gained the edge to win by
0.495.

On the choice of line and watch-
ing Aaron bounce of the wall, Sam
stated, "Everyone was struggling
on the cushion, but Aaron was able
to manipulate it better than anyone
else, and that's way he won this
race. That's the kind of track he's
really good at, where it's not really
my forte. I'm more of a finesse guy
and we get our car pretty tight, so
it's hard to really lean a curb like
that but to get back by him there
late, I thought we had him dead to
rights but he kept digging and de-
serves the win."

Crossing 5.831 seconds behind
the leader, Washington's Jason
Solwold picked up his second
podium of the weekend in the Scot-
tie Pluming No. 18.

Johnny Herrera ended his sea-
son with a fourth place finish in the
Mesilla Valley Transportation No.
45x with Seth Bergman crossing
fifth in the Corridor Electric No. 23.
Pennsylvania's Ryan Smith
crossed sixth for car owner, Ryan
Linder with Blake Hahn coming
from 15th to seventh. Dominic
Scelzi was eighth with Mason
Moore coming from 18th to ninth.
Colby Copeland completing the
top-ten.

With 37 drivers checking in,
Heat Races were won by Logan
Forler, Blake Hahn, Colby

Copeland, and Roger Crockett.
Qualifiers were topped by Thomas
Kennedy, Wayne Johnson, and
Ryan Smith. B-Main wins went to
Logan Forler and Mason Moore.

A Regional Provisional were
awarded to Rick Ziehl. The Pro-
moter's Provisional went to James
Mosher.

With the 2016 season in the
books, Sam Hafertepe, Jr. goes
down as the 12th different driver to
earn a Lucas Oil ASCS National
Tour Championship since 1992.
The season saw 50 nights sched-
uled with 18 drivers finding victories
in the 40 nights that were con-
tested. Of the 18 winners, seven
were first time winners to bring the

overall to 136 Lucas Oil ASCS Na-
tional Tour winners. Hafertepe was
the winningest driver of the season
with eight triumphs.

"We wanted to win this race re-
ally bad, and you could see that in
how hard we were racing, but
Aaron is a damn good," com-
mented Hafertepe. "To get the
championship, we're very happy.
We knew we had it locked up com-
ing in, but we still wanted to post
two strong runs to end the year.
End out with a pair of bad runs, it
kills your confidence at the start of
the next season so we definitely
wanted to end it strong like we did."

The 2017 Lucas Oil ASCS
lineup will be released during P.R.I.
Indy on Friday, December 9. For
continued updates on the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network, log onto www.ascsrac-
ing.com.

Seth Bergman Prevails
With Lucas Oil ASCS

At Cocopah Speedway
SOMERTON, AZ - Seeking his

first Lucas Oil ASCS presented by
the MAVTV Motorsports Network
win of the 2016 season, Seth
Bergman finally got the job done
with his first career win at the Co-
copah Speedway in Somerton,
Ariz. in a caution free nail bitter to
open up the 2016 Lucas Oil ASCS
National Season Finale and snap a
45 race winless streak.

"We made some changes and 
(Continued Next Page)
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Hafertepe Wins The War
At Cocopah Speedway

Aaron Reutzwl celebrates winning the finale for the American

Sprint Car Series over newly crowned champion Sam Hafertepe Jr.

(Randy Hoeft/ASCS photo)

Seth Bergman got his first career win at Cocopah Speedway,

which was also his first win of the 2016 season. He snapped at 45

race winless streak in the opening night of the Lucas Oil ASCS Na-

tional Season Finale. (Ron Gilson/ASCS photo)



WAYCROSS, GA -
Scott Bloomquist who
recently claimed his
third-career National
Championship, also
captured his third con-
secutive ASi Racewear
Crown Jewel Cup - Pre-
sented by DirtonDirt.
com.

"It's been a great
year. I'd like to thank
ASi Racewear and

DirtonDirt.com for giving back to
our sport. Their support of the
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series,

with the added cash bonus, adds to
the excitement for drivers and fans
alike that follow the series," stated
Bloomquist.

The Crown Jewel Cup program
awarded points to drivers at the
eleven crown jewel events, within
the series schedule, that paid
$20,000 or more to the winner.
Bloomquist will receive a $10,000
bonus at the championship awards
banquet. Tim McCreadie and Den-
nis Erb Jr., who completed the top
three in the Crown Jewel Cup, will
also receive cash awards.

DirtonDirt.com is dirt late model

racing's true home on the Internet,
as a comprehensive multimedia re-
source that features broadcast
news quality video reports, amaz-

ing action photography and inform-
ative stories. For additional infor-
mation, visit their website at:
www.dirtondirt.com.

Continued…

man, this thing has
been bad fast ever
since. I can't say
enough about my
guys. They work their
tails off on this thing
and I just feel like the
lucky guy that gets to
get behind the wheel,"
commented Bergman
who is the sixth differ-
ent winner in Lucas
Oil ASCS competition
at the Cocopah
Speedway.

Addressing the
crowd following his

ninth career Lucas Oil ASCS vic-
tory, Bergman said, "I don't know
about you guys up there, but I was
on pins and needles, so I'm sure
you had to be too. That was ex-
cited."

Fighting a sticking throttle on the
opening rotations to drop from third
to fourth, the Corridor Electric No.
23 rode fourth the opening seven
rounds as fellow Washington na-
tive, Jason Solwold, led the charge
into slower traffic.

With traffic in play, Solwold had
fast company as Herrera,
Bergman, and Hafertepe began
putting in their bid for the lead. Dic-
ing in and out of the back markers,
the No. 23 worked on second on
Lap 12. Carrying momentum the
following lap, Bergman shot to the
race lead and began putting car
lengths between Solwold and him-
self.

Setting sail into more slower traf-
fic, Seth pulled the slide around a
lapped car, but found a rut though
the second turn. Upsetting the car
and nearly ending Seth's night, the
Washington native narrowly recov-

ered, but allowed Jason Solwold
back into the lead on the 15th
round.

Rebuilding his run, Seth was not
to be denied; making the race win-
ning pass on Lap 18 with Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. in tow. Racing back
and forth with the No. 15h in the
closing laps, Solwold eventually
worked back into second but would
trail Bergman by 0.593 seconds at
the checkered flag.

Solwold's first A-Feature ap-
pearance at the Cocopah Speed-
way in ASCS competition, Jason
finds himself solidly locked into Sat-
urday's finale.

"Seth ran a heck of a race. We
just got hung up behind a lapped
car and that was racing us all pretty
hard there and just came out on the
short end of the stick there but Seth
got up there and set a good pace.
We just needed to be better with
the car but finishing second locks
us into tomorrow."

Rolling like a house of fire in the
closing laps, Aaron Reutzel ad-
vanced 11 spots to take the final
podium step.

Asked what would have made
the race a little easier, the Texas
native replied, "I needed to get
through my Qualifier better. I made
a mistake that cost me and we
ended up starting 14th, but we
were really good. I don't even fell
like I needed a caution because
them racing through lapped traffic
is what helped me get through
there. The car was awesome."

Settling for fourth, Sam Hafer-
tepe, Jr. garnered the final transfer
into Saturday's Championship
event and will start the A-Feature
as the 2016 Lucas Oil ASCS pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network Champion.

Roger Crockett completed the

top-five the HAM Construction No.
35m.

As high as second at one point,
slower traffic pushed Johnny Her-
rera back to a sixth place finish with
Wayne Johnson seventh. From
17th, California's Dominic Scelzi
rolled to an eighth place finish with
14 year old Michael Kofoid ninth.
Cory Eliason completed the top-
ten.

The 2016 Lucas Oil ASCS finale
at the Cocopah Speedway drew 40

drivers split into five Heat Races
with wins going to Thomas
Kennedy, Alex Pettas, Matt Cov-
ington, D.J. Netto, and Johnny Her-
rera. Qualifiers were topped by
Seth Bergman, Cory Eliason, and
Roger Crockett. The B-Mains went
to Dominic Scelzi and Logan For-
ler.

Provisional starts were used by
Colton Hardy on a Regional Provi-
sional. A Promoter's Provisional
was awarded to Chase Goetz.
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Crown Jewel Cup

Scott Bloomquist celebrates his third consecutive Crown Jewel

Cup. (LOLMDS photo)



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL -
NASCAR announced
today that it will sur-
pass 10 million com-
petition miles on
Sunoco Green E15, a
biofuel blended with
15 percent American-
made ethanol, by the
end of the 2016 sea-
son. The achievement
was celebrated during

the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series™
race at Phoenix International Race-
way. The 10 million miles will have
been accumulated across practice,
qualifying and racing laps since the
biofuel was adopted by the sport.

Six years ago, NASCAR entered
into a groundbreaking partnership
with Sunoco and American
Ethanol, launching its long-term
biofuels program to reduce emis-
sions across its three national se-
ries. After an exhaustive analysis,
Sunoco formulated Sunoco Green
E15 to allow for a seamless transi-
tion, and the biofuel made its debut
at Daytona International Speedway
in 2011. All the ethanol for Green
E15 is produced from American-
grown corn at Sunocoʼs ethanol
manufacturing facility in N.Y.

“As we approach 10 million
miles on Sunoco Green E15 across
our three national series, itʼs evi-
dent that the renewable, higher
ethanol blended fuel performs flaw-
lessly against our rigorous racing
conditions,” said Brent Dewar,
NASCAR Chief Operating Officer.

Since transitioning to the biofuel,
NASCAR has helped validate the
fuelʼs qualities in front of an audi-
ence of millions of NASCAR fans
and is helping shift attitudes and
behaviors around the use of
ethanol.

“We are thrilled to reach this im-
portant milestone with NASCAR
and to be a part of the effort to re-
duce the sportʼs impact on the en-
vironment with Sunoco Green E15,
while increasing horsepower and
standing up to the most demanding
conditions on the track,” said Emily
Skor, CEO of Growth Energy. “Like
their favorite NASCAR drivers, con-
sumers are now utilizing a fuel with
a blend of 15 percent ethanol.
Americans have already driven
over 500 million miles on E15.
Today, nearly 400 stations across
28 states sell E15 and those num-
bers continue to climb. Consumer

demand is on the rise because
Americans are finding out that E15
is the right choice for their engines,
their wallets and the environment.”

“As a lifelong fan and a proud
team owner, I am certain that the
switch to an ethanol blend has
been a great move by NASCAR,”
said Richard Childress, Chairman
and CEO of RCR.

Jimmie Johnson
Foundation

Announces $600,000
in Champions Grants

CHARLOTTE, NC - Six-time
NASCAR Sprint Cup champion
Jimmie Johnson, and his wife
Chandra, announced today, at an
event at the NASCAR Hall of
Fame, that 12 schools will receive
$599,891 in Champions Grants this
year. The grants are awarded an-
nually to K-12 public and charter
schools in and around their home-
towns in San Diego and El Cajon,
California and Muskogee and
Tulsa, Oklahoma, as well as their
current residence in Charlotte,
North Carolina.

“We were very impressed by the
applications submitted this year,”
Johnson said. “Schools have such
wide ranging needs, and, thanks to
our partner Loweʼs, we are thrilled
to be able to support so many great
projects through the Champions
Grant program.”

Chandra, Jimmie and represen-
tatives from Loweʼs spent time this
morning hearing from students
from the five local grant recipients
about their projects and the antici-
pated impact on their school com-
munity.  They also participated
together in an educational activity
facilitated by the staff at the
NASCAR Hall of Fame.  In addition
to these five schools, seven others
from Muskogee and the San Diego
area have been selected to receive
grants.

This year, the Jimmie Johnson
Foundation/Loweʼs Toolbox for Ed-
ucation Champions Grant awards
included $228,404 toward lan-
guage and literacy initiatives,
$195,745 toward science and tech-
nology programs, $145,742 for
health and fitness activities, and
$30,000 toward school improve-
ment projects.

The 2016 Champions Grants
were awarded to the following
schools/districts:

North Carolina
• Mallard Creek Elementary

School (Charlotte, North Carolina)
• Northwest School of the Arts

(Charlotte, North Carolina)
• Piedmont Open Middle School

(Charlotte, North Carolina)
• Randolph I.B. Middle School

(Charlotte, North Carolina)
• Windsor Park Elementary

School (Charlotte, North Carolina)
California
• Cajon Valley Union School Dis-

trict (El Cajon, California)
• Cubberley Elmentary School

(San Diego, California)
• Monte Vista High School

(Spring Valley, California)
Oklahoma
• Grant Foreman Elementary

School (Muskogee, Oklahoma)
• KIPP Tulsa College Prepara-

tory (Tulsa, Oklahoma)
• Tony Goetz Elementary School

(Muskogee, Oklahoma)
• Whittier Elementary School

(Muskogee, Oklahoma)
More than $4.8 million has been

contributed through the Champions
Grant program since 2009.

To see a detailed list of the 2016
Champions Grant projects, please
visit www.jimmiejohnsonfounda-
tion.org.

Chandra and Jimmie Johnson
launched the Jimmie Johnson
Foundation in February 2006.
Johnson, the six-time NASCAR
Sprint Cup champion, drives the
No. 48 Loweʼs Chevrolet SS in
NASCARʼs top series. The mission
of the Foundation is to assist chil-
dren, families and communities in
need throughout the United States.

Loweʼs, a FORTUNE® 50 home
improvement company, has a 50-
year legacy of supporting the com-
munities it serves through
programs that focus on K-12 public
education and community improve-
ment projects.

Since 2007, Loweʼs and the
Loweʼs Charitable and Educational
Foundation together have con-
tributed more than $250 million to
these efforts, and for more than two
decades Loweʼs Heroes employee
volunteers have donated their time
to make our communities better
places to live. To learn more, visit
Lowes.com/SocialResponsibility
and the Loweʼs Open House digital
newsroom site at
newsroom.lowes.com.

Sting to Headline
NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series Awards in Las

Vegas
DAYTONA BEACH, FL -

Grammy Award-winning artist Sting

will perform at the NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series Awards on Friday, Dec.
2, at Wynn Las Vegas. The finale of
NASCAR Championʼs Week festiv-
ities, the annual awards show
brings together some of the great-
est names in sports and entertain-
ment to celebrate the 2016
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Cham-
pion, team owner and 16 Chase
drivers. 

Sting will headline the event,
performing both a classic hit and a
selection from his new album, 57th
& 9th, released November 11 on
A&M/Interscope Records. His
twelfth studio album and first
rock/pop project in more than a
decade, the ten-song collection
represents a wide range of Stingʼs
musical and songwriting styles, in-
cluding the raucous first single “I
Canʼt Stop Thinking About You,” the
anthemic, “50,000” and the fero-
cious, Road Warrior-style imagery
of, “Petrol Head.” The latter is also
the aptly named anthem of
NASCARʼs upcoming social video
release designed to build anticipa-
tion for the final two races of the
season and ultimately the crowning
of a new champion.  

NBCSN presents complete cov-
erage from Wynn Las Vegas be-
ginning at 7 p.m. ET with
“NASCAR America,” followed by
red carpet coverage at 8 p.m. ET
and subsequent coverage of the
2016 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
Awards at 9 p.m. ET. Motor Racing
Network and SiriusXM NASCAR
Radio Channel 90 will carry the
show live at 8 p.m. ET.  

Sting released five studio al-
bums as a member of The Police
alongside Stewart Copeland and
Andy Summers, earning six
Grammy Awards, two Brits and in-
duction into The Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame in 2003. As one of the
worldʼs most distinctive solo artists,
he has earned an additional 10
Grammy Awards, two Brits, a
Golden Globe, an Emmy, three
Oscar nominations, a TONY nomi-
nation, Billboard Magazineʼs Cen-
tury Award, and MusiCares 2004
Person of the Year. Later this
month, the American Music Awards
will bestow him with their “Award of
Merit.” 

Sting joins a star-studded group
of musicians who have previously
performed at NASCARʼs champi-
onship celebration, including Andy
Grammar, Sam Hunt, Lady Ante-
bellum, Sara Bareilles, John Mel-
lencamp, Aloe Blacc, and Kid Rock. 

Please visit Champi-
onsWeek.NASCAR.com to view
the full NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
Championʼs Week schedule.
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Lonesome Pine

Raceway
D A Y T O N A

BEACH, FL - Itʼs an
old adage, but the
phrase ʻgetting better
with ageʼ has never
been more appropriate
for 47-year-old Wayne
Hale.

This season at
Lonesome Pine Race-
way in Coeburn, Vir-
ginia, the Tennessee
driver earned his sec-
ond straight NASCAR
Whelen All-American
Series track champi-

onship at the three-eighths-mile as-
phalt oval. He did so in
commanding style, capturing nine
victories and never finishing out-
side the top-five in 17 starts at
Lonesome Pine Raceway.

“We had a really good season,”
said Hale. “The worst finish we had
was a third-place finish, so we had
a really good season. We had
some good luck with us this year.”

This is Haleʼs third career track
championship at Lonesome Pine.
His first came in 1992 in the limited
late model division, but now the
Bluff City, Tennessee, native has a
pair of NASCAR track champi-
onships he can put on his mantle. 

“Weʼve got a really good setup
there,” Hale said when asked why
he is so successful at Lonesome
Pine. “My first asphalt race I ran
was in 1990 and there is where I
ran in the limited division. Iʼve got
quite a bit of experience there.

“It means a lot to me and it
means a lot to win there.”

While the track championship at
Lonesome Pine is great, Hale says
that heʼd love to add a track cham-
pionship at his home track
Kingsport Speedway to his resume.
Heʼs been close the last two years,
winning the combined Lonesome
Pine/Kingsport championship that
the two tracks sanction, but he has-
nʼt been able to put everything to-
gether in order to win the Kingsport
track championship.

This year Hale finished third in
the Kingsport track standings, los-
ing out on the championship by just
14 points to Ronnie McCarty. 

“Iʼd love to win the one at
Kingsport. It's home for me. I travel
like an hour and 45 minutes to
Lonesome Pine. Kingsport, we ran
there on Friday nights every week,
and itʼs just 30 minutes from home,”
Hale explained. “We had the con-
sistency. I think the worst finish we
had was a sixth-place finish three
times. Everything else was top-five

finishes.
“Weʼve gained, but the competi-

tion at Kingsport is just really tough.
There are about seven or eight
cars that can win every night down
there.”

Between his starts at Lonesome
Pine, Kingsport and Virginiaʼs
South Boston Speedway, Hale
scored a combined 32 top-five and
36 top-10 finishes. That was
enough for him to finish the season
ranked 43rd overall in the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series Na-
tional standings. 

In addition, he ranked inside the
top-15 in two different states, fish-
ing the season fourth in the Ten-
nessee rankings and 14th in the
Virginia rankings.

He credited the support of his
sponsors, including E A Miller
Trucking, Millerʼs Automotive, A-1
Transmission and Performance
Racing Warehouse, for helping him
achieve so much success this sea-
son.

“It meant a whole lot doing that,”
Hale said about finishing inside the
top-15 in state points in two differ-
ent states. “Last year we didnʼt do
that, but this year we did. Iʼd love,
living in Tennessee, to win this Ten-
nessee one. Thatʼs another goal I
have, to win the Tennessee cham-
pionship.”

Hale, who along with all the

other NASCAR state and track
champions will be honored during
the NASCAR Whelen All-American
Series Awards on Dec. 9 inside the
Charlotte Convention Center, said
he hoped to cross a few more items
off his wish list before calling it a ca-
reer.

“Iʼd like to, before I retire, get the
track championship at both tracks
(Kingsport and Lonesome Pine)
and get the Tennessee state cham-
pionship. I think that would be re-
ally nice for me,” Hale said.

Franklin County Speedway
One final race is set to settle the

2016 season at Franklin County
Speedway on Thanksgiving week-
end in the Southern Turkey Derby.
The race will play out over the
course of two days of racing action
on Saturday November 26th and
Sunday November 27th.

Modifieds will be headlining the
weekends activities on Sunday af-
ternoon with a 75-lap feature race
for Southern Tour Type Modifieds.

"We're excited about having the
Modifieds here for Thanksgiving
weekend," said track
promoter Langley
Austin.  "And when we
say Modifieds, yes
these will be the real
deal Southern style
Tour Type Modifieds

like on the NASCAR Whelen
Southern Modified Tour.  The fans
in this region really love these cars
and we're excited to finish up our
season with them."

In addition to the 75-lap Modified
show, a 125-lap $2,000 to Win Late
Model Stock Car show will also be
showcased on Sunday afternoon.
Top Late Model Stock Car drivers
from around the region are ex-
pected to compete as well as in-
vaders from around the region.

Another big race for Sunday af-
ternoon is the season finale for the
602 Super Limited Series.  This
tour has average around 20 cars at
all their races this season and ex-
pect a similar car count for the sea-
son finale on Thanksgiving
weekend.

$500 to win, 50-lap races will
also be on tap for all other divisions
on Sunday afternoon including Mini
Stocks, Street Stocks, U-Cars and
Mini Cups.  $500 to Win, 50-lap
Super U-Car feature is slated for
Saturday along with the East Coast
Flatheads season finale as well as
front row qualifying for all other di-
visions and non-winners features in
Mini Stocks, Street Stocks, U-Cars
and Mini Cups.  Winners of the
non-winners features on Saturday
will earn a guaranteed top five
starting spot for Sunday's big
money race.

A detailed schedule of the week-
ends activities is expected to be re-
leased in the coming days.

"This is going to be a big way to
finish the 2016 season for us," said
Austin.  "This has been a great sea-
son returning to Franklin County
Speedway and getting the track
back headed in the right direction.
We had the best average car
counts the track has seen in almost
a decade this season and we're ex-
cited that this race will bring even
more cars and fans to the track."

Don't miss your opportunity to
see one last big race, which might
well be the biggest race of the sea-
son on Thanksgiving weekend Sat-
urday and Sunday November
26-27th at Franklin County Speed-
way.

For more information please visit
www.FCSpeedway.com or visit the
tracks Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/Moon-
shineCapitalPromotions/ or contact
the track via phone at
276.613.4208.
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Wayne Hale was a regular fixture in Lonesome Pine Racewayʼs

victory lane and it netted him the track championship for 2016.

(LPR photo)



Madison

International

Speedway
D A Y T O N A

BEACH, FL - Itʼs been
quite some time since
veteran Midwestern
racer Bobby Wilberg
could last call himself
a track champion at
Madison International
Speedway.

In fact, the last
time Wilberg earned
that honor was 2008
when he captured the
late model track cham-
pionship at the half-

mile asphalt oval located in
Oregon, Wisconsin.

That all changed this year for the
52-year-old driver from Beloit, Wis-
consin, who was able to secure the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries track championship in the Club
LaMark Late Model division.

“You couldnʼt have asked for a
better season honestly,” said
Wilberg, who won twice in 12 starts
at Madison this year. “Probably the
biggest thing that helped us the
most was getting a competitive
motor with the rest of them. We
kind of upgraded our program to
have what everybody else had. We
got the Wegner LS motor. Every-
thing was just great right out of the
box. We qualified second the first
night and won the first night.”

“Everything just went perfect.
We only had one bad night when
there was a wreck and we kind of
got stuck in between two cars. It
just knocked the rack loose and we
had to go into the pits and tighten
that back up and start in the back. I
think we ended up eighth or ninth,
that was our worst finish. If we had
made it through that wreck we
probably would have won that day.
Our worst finish other than that was
fourth. You canʼt ask for any better
than that.”

Wilberg is no rookie at Madison.
His championship this year is his
12th career track championship at
Madison International Speedway
spread across multiple divisions.
Heʼs earned a total of 19 track
championships during his career,
including seven at Illinois' Rockford
Speedway.

“Iʼve won those track champi-
onships in, God, like five different
divisions,” Wilberg said. “Iʼve won
them in open-wheel modifieds, a
couple super late model ones, I
won like three of them in the crate
motor cars, three of them in the
cars weʼre running now and one of
them in the sportsman cars. 

“I just like the race track. Itʼs a
fast, high banked race track. Iʼve
just got a lot of time there, a lot of
laps,” Wilberg said. “A couple of
those years I won the super late
model championship and the crate
motor championship running two
cars every night. I just like the
place. It suits might driving style.”

Wilberg will be honored along
with all the other NASCAR state
and track champions will be hon-
ored during the NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series Awards on
Dec. 9 inside North Carolinaʼs
Charlotte Convention Center. De-
pending on how the offseason
goes, it may be the last time
Wilberg makes the trip to Charlotte.

“I really donʼt know right now,”
Wilberg said when asked if heʼd re-
turn to defend his track champi-
onship in 2017. “I would like to and
everything, but it all kind of hinges
on sponsorship. For the past 17
years Iʼve had First Supply as a
sponsor. Theyʼve been a great
sponsor and everything, but every
year it gets tougher and tougher to
find the money.

“Theyʼre budgeting right now, so
I probably wonʼt know anything until
the middle of January,” Wilberg
said about his sponsor First Supply.

If things donʼt work out and
Wilberg is unable to return next
year, he said he can at least enjoy
the fact that he went out at the top
of his game. 

“I would like to come back and
race, but Iʼm not getting no
younger. It really wouldnʼt bother
me to go out on top. Thatʼs kind of
nice too,” Wilberg said.

Established in 1982, the

NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries is NASCARʼs national champi-
onship program for weekly short
track auto racing. 

Connecticut-based Whelen En-
gineering is the seriesʼ title spon-
sor. Whelen Engineering is a
leading manufacturer of automo-
tive, aviation, industrial and emer-
gency vehicle lighting. NASCAR
tracks and pace cars are among
the many showcases for Whelen
products.

Berlin Raceway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Prior to

this year outlaw super late model
driver Dave Zagaiski had never
won a feature at Marne, Michiganʼs
Berlin Raceway.

That all changed this year for 52-
year-old Zagaiski, who won six
times in eight races and captured
his first NASCAR track champi-
onship at the .4375-mile asphalt
oval.

“Weʼve been racing over there
for a number of years, six or seven
years, and never really did a full
season in the past because of a
lack of help and a few other rea-
sons,” Zagaiski. “Up until this year
we hadnʼt won anything. We were
getting better and better, but my
new help has made all the differ-
ence.”

The new help that Zagaiski men-
tioned came in the form of Nick Fis-
cher and Brad Yunker, two Berlin
Raceway veterans who came on
board as Zagaiskiʼs crew members.

“Theyʼve both been involved in
racing at Berlin pretty much their
whole lives,” Zagaiski said. “Nick
and Brad happen to be best friends

and they are actually business part-
ners together. They are very pas-
sionate about racing. Weʼve
created one bad fast race car.

“Last year (2015) was the first
year for Nick and Brad. We went
through some growing pains. We
had quite a few failures. I think we
only finished half the races at best.
This year we obviously fixed all
that.”

In addition to doing the driving,
Zagaiski also builds his own en-
gines, which also happens to be
what he does at his day job. 

“I do the engines, thatʼs what I
do for a living,” Zagaiski. “I work at
Katech here in Michigan. Katech
has a pretty good and long reputa-
tion for all types of racing.”

Zagaiski also said he got a lot of
help from a former NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series and NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series champion,
Johnny Benson, who built the chas-
sis that Zagaiski drove to the track
championship this year at Berlin.

“Our cars are Johnny Benson
chassisʼ and he is a big part of our
success. He became a good friend
of mine a number of years ago,”
Zagaiski said. “Johnny is from
Grand Rapids (Michigan), which is
basically where we race. He was
born and raised over there. He was
weaned at Berlin. He has been a
big part of our success as well.”

The season didnʼt exactly start
off well for Zagaiski, who got taken
out in a Lap 2 crash not of his doing
in the season opener.

“We had a pile in front of us and
I picked the wrong path and didnʼt
make it through the pile,” Zagaiski
said. 
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Bobby Wilberg and crew celebrate in Victory Lane their 2016 NASCAR Whelen All-American Series

championship in the Club LaMark Late Model division at Wisconsin's Madison International Speed-

way. (MIR photo)



He quickly put that
behind him, rattling off
six victories in the next
seven races to com-
fortably capture the
track outlaw super late
model championship
for sponsors Kehrig
Steel, Intergra Shocks
and Benson Speed
Equipment.

His domination at
Berlin also left him
ranked eighth in the
NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series
standings in the state
of Michigan.

“Berlin is a pretty
unique track in the big picture of
things,” Zagaiski. “It is very unique
in the surface of the track and the
architecture of the track itself. A lot
of people will tell you how tough it
is, so going over there for this many
years … it has had its ups and
downs.

“I knew we had a good car last
year even though we dropped out
a lot. We dropped out leading sev-
eral times,” Zagaiski said. “I knew
we were going to do well and I
knew that we had a pretty good
chance, but six races and as dom-
inant as the car was, Iʼm going to
say the car not me because it was
definitely the car, it was hard to pre-
dict that.

“Itʼs all pretty overwhelming ac-
tually,” Zagaiski said. 

Zagaiski now turns his attention
to the NASCAR Whelen All-Ameri-
can Series Awards on Dec. 9 inside
the Charlotte Convention Center,
where he will join other NASCAR
track and state champions as hon-
orees.

Utica-Rome Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - The

2016 season got off to a bumpy
start for dirt modified ace Matt
Sheppard, who lost his ride with
team owner Al Heinke in January
just days before his wedding in
Mexico.

In the days and weeks that fol-
lowed Sheppard scrambled to put
together his own team, acquiring
race cars and equipment that he
hoped would allow him to compete
at the same level that fans and him-
self are accustomed to. 

Fast forward to Sept. 4 and
Sheppard was celebrating his sec-
ond-straight Utica-Rome Speed-
way championship and as a result
now owns a pair of NASCAR track
championships at the Vernon, New
York, speedplant.

“I was getting ready to head to
Mexico to get married and found
out that I didnʼt have a car to drive,”
Sheppard recalled. “We put this
deal together this winter. It was re-
ally all about putting the right
pieces together. All the right parts
and pieces, crew members, per-
sonnel, etc. I think we did a really
darn good job of it.”

It was once again an incredible
year for Sheppard, who in addition
to the Utica-Rome championship
scored a non-NASCAR dirt series
championship.

Sheppard registered a total of
four NASCAR sanctioned victories
at Utica-Rome this year, along with
three additional victories at the half-
mile clay oval that came in non-
NASCAR sanctioned events. 

“We had a really good year
there. We were consistent, up front
and won some races. The biggest

thing that hurt us up there was
Mother Nature. I think they had
about 10 rainouts. That definitely
hurt. It was a short season, but it
was a good season for us,” Shep-
pard said. 

Sheppardʼs memory was cor-
rect, Utica-Rome lost 10 NASCAR-
sanctioned weekends to rain this
year. He said were it not for those
lost races, he thinks he could have
challenged for his first NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series New
York championship.

Sheppard finished a distant 17th
in the New York state standings

while Jimmy Zacharias collected
his second-straight state crown.

“Weʼd have been close in New
York State. That would have been a
nice one to win,” Sheppard said.
“Itʼs tough when you only get one
night a week to run and it decided it
wanted to rain almost every Sun-
day. It was just tough for us.”

The championship this year at
Utica-Rome is Sheppardʼs third at
the New York venue, two of which
have come under NASCAR sanc-
tioning. Sheppard admits heʼs not
sure what it is about Utica-Rome
that suits his driving style, but for
some reason success there just
keeps finding him.

“You know, I donʼt know. Iʼve just
taken a liking to the place. My cars
run well there. Itʼs racy. I really donʼt
know what it is, but I enjoy racing
there,” Sheppard said.

With another successful year in
the books, Sheppard is now turning
his attention to 2017. He hopes to
take his program to new heights
next year as he chases yet another
championship at Utica-Rome.

“This was a really special year
for us. But you know, weʼre not
going to stop. Weʼre going to go to
work this winter. We want to beat
everything we did this year next
year,” Sheppard said. “Iʼve had a lot
of years where I said there is no
way we could do any better than
this and somehow come out and
manage to do better. Thatʼs what
weʼre going to work for, for next
year.”
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Dave Zagaiski won six times in eight races en route to his first NASCAR track championship at Berlin

Raceway. (Jessica Gargagliano/HD photo)

Matt Sheppard celebrated his second straight Utica-Rome Speed-

way championship. (Utica-Rome Speedway photo)


