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The fact Kyle
Busch had another
meltdown following the
Coca-Cola 600 hardly
is a surprise.

What has caught
some off guard
is how his
some now de-
fend his boor-
ish behavior
as nothing
more than a

fervent desire to win.
Busch lost to Austin Dil-

lon in a fuel-mileage gam-
ble at the Charlotte Motor
Speedway. The first question was if
he was surprised Dillon had just
enough gas to cross the finish line.
Busch grabbed the microphone
and said, “Iʼm not surprised about
anything. Congratulations.”

He then slammed the micro-
phone on the table.

The interview was done.
Earlier this season Busch was

bloodied in a pit road brawl with
Joey Logano and his team.
Buschʼs longtime sponsor, Mars,

Inc., issued an apology for his be-
havior.

Busch continued to explain his
temper-tantrums by saying his
short-tempered reactions were ge-
netic.

“If thereʼs anyone
to blame, itʼs probably the
guy upstairs,” he said.

Since heʼs consid-
ered one of the best driv-
ers in the sport, NASCAR
and car owner Joe Gibbs
clearly canʼt – or wonʼt –
control the 32-year-old
driverʼs outbursts.

Busch said he was
upset he didnʼt win the 600, and the
longer he thought about the more
his anger festered.

By the time he did his post-race
interview he was ready to blow.

“Certainly, different people show
their emotions in different ways,”
Busch said. 

“Unfortunately for me, mine has
never been very gracious and I
donʼt know that it ever will be. Iʼm
kind of learning that as the days go
on.

“When my son [Brexton] is 2
years old, I see where it came from.
Itʼs genetic. Iʼm sorry, thatʼs just
who I am. Thatʼs what I was given.”

That has led some to excuse
Buschʼs angry behavior as an ex-
tension of his passion to win.

But Brad Keselowski isnʼt buying
any bit of it.

“Youʼre desire to win is not con-
nected to how angry, any of those
types of pieces, in my mind,” he
said. “Thatʼs one way of expressing
it, but itʼs not the only way to win.

“So, when people go out and
write articles or the media comes
out and says thatʼs a reflection of
him having the most desire to win
makes me want to throw up. Not
only is that a terrible message to
send to anyone whoʼs aspiring a
part of the sport.”

Compounding Buschʼs frustra-
tion is the slow start at Joe Gibbs
Racing. The four-car team had
seven victories after 13 races a
year ago, including three by Busch.
The organization remained winless
following Sundayʼs race at Dover,
Del.

Buschʼs mood didnʼt change ei-
ther after his left-rear wheel fell off

at the end of pit road just 19 laps
into the race. Although he rallied to
get as high as second place, he
wound up 16th.

Busch tested last week at the
New Hampshire Motor Speedway.
He talked with reporters there and
likened his reactions to New Eng-
land Patriots head coach Bill Be-
lichick, who is known for being
less-than-accommodating to the
media.

According to NASCAR.com,
Busch said: “Bill Belichick gets it
differently than anybody else. But,
you know, we also sometimes are
more successful than others as
well, too.”

That success, which includes 38
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries victories and the 2015 series
championship, clearly was driven
by a relentless desire to win.

Even if it often boils over, donʼt
expect him to change his attitude.

“Those people that are close to
me understand me and know me
and know who I am outside the
race track as a person and a friend,
and thatʼs why Iʼm able to continue
to have the relationships and the
sponsorships that I do,” he said.
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Kyle Busch; His Own
Worst Enemy
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Welcome 2017 Race Fans!

A kinder, gentler and more relaxed Kyle Busch talks with team-
mates (Denny Hamlin - left) before the action at Charlotte Motor
Speedway last weekend. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)



With the check-
ered flag at Dover last
Sunday, the NASCAR
Monster Energy Cup
Series reached the
midway point in their
race to the
p l a y o f f s .
T h i r t e e n
r a c e s
down, thir-
teen to go
to deter-
mine the
d r i v e r s
who will

compete in the playoffs
to crown the 2017 Mon-
ster Energy Cup Series
Champion.

To say that there were many sur-
prises during the first third of the
Cup season would be an under-
statement. Yes, I know I said third.
I realize that the entire schedule is
36 races; however, the first 26
events determine the top sixteen
drivers who will battle for the title.
Now, letʼs take a look at those first
thirteen Monster Energy Cup Se-
ries races and several important
news items.

Probably the biggest news item
thus far in the 2017 season was the
announcement by Dale Earnhardt
Jr. that he would retire as a driver
after this season. On Tuesday
morning after the rain-delayed Bris-
tol event, a press conference was
held at Hendrick Motorsports
where Dale Jr. delivered the news
that “rocked” the motorsports
world. Even though the announce-
ment was not totally unexpected,
the timing of his statement caught
many by surprise.

Another major news item is the
new format used in the top three di-
visions of NASCAR beginning this
season. With each race in the
NASCAR Camping World Truck,
XFINITY, and Monster Energy Cup
Series divided into stages, points
are awarded to the top ten finishers
of each stage along with the points
based on race finishing position. In
addition, one playoff point is
awarded to each stage winner and
fine playoff points awarded to the
race winner. These playoff points
will be used by drivers during the
first three segments of the playoffs
prior to the season championship
final at Homestead, Florida in No-
vember. The stage racing and play-
off points have created some
interesting race strategy thus far,
and I believe youʼll see more em-
phasis on these points as the play-

offs get closer.
One of the more controversial is-

sues during the first thirteen races
has been the NASCAR inspection
process. While the rules are clearly
defined, the number of teams who

have failed one or
more stages of the in-
spection process prior
to qualifying has been
significant. While the
failure to pass inspec-
tion has not been a
week-to-week issue,
when several of the top
Monster Energy Cup 
Series drivers do not
get to qualify, it be-
comes a huge news

item.
And, before we delve into driver

and team mid-term grades, it
should be noted that the 2018
NASCAR schedules for their three
top divisions has already been re-
leased. Several changes in the
NASCAR Monster Energy Cup
schedule for next year highlight the
news. The Daytona 500 will return
to the traditional Presidents Day
Weekend in February. The second
Richmond race will now be in-
cluded in the playoffs. The second
New Hampshire date was moved
to Las Vegas and will be the first
race of the playoffs in ʼ18. The
Brickyard 400 will change dates
and be the final race before the
playoffs start. And, maybe the
biggest change in the schedule
next season will be at Charlotte
Motor Speedway. Their fall playoff
race will be a ROVAL event, com-
bining the oval track with their in-
field road course. That will be the
first-ever road course race in the
playoffs and should provide an in-
teresting and entertaining event.

Now, letʼs examine the Monster
Energy Cup Series drivers and take
at their first thirteen races. There
have been nine different drivers win
in the first thirteen events with three
competitors winning multiple races.
And, among those nine, there have
been several surprises.

Iʼm willing to bet that not many
veteran observers had Ryan New-
man, Ricky Stenhouse Jr., and
Austin Dillon winning in the first
third of the season. Each win was
well-deserved, with race strategy
playing a major role.

With his win a Dover last Sun-
day, Jimmie Johnson leads the way
with three victories (Texas, Bristol,
Dover) thus in 2017. Martin Truex
Jr. (Las Vegas, Kansas) and Brad
Keselowski (Atlanta, Martinsville)

have two wins each with Kyle Lar-
son (Fontana), Kurt Busch (Day-
tona), and Joey Logano
(Richmond) joining Newman
(Phoenix), Stenhouse (Talladega),
and Dillon (Charlotte) with one win
each.

When you look at the list of non-
winners in the Monster Energy Cup
Series this season, itʼs almost un-
believable. Kevin Harvick, Kyle
Busch, Denny Hamlin, Matt
Kenseth, and Dale Earnhardt Jr.
highlight the group of competitors
who have yet to visit Cup Series
victory lane in ʼ17. Several have
been close, but that first win this
season has eluded some of the top
drivers in our sport thus far. Plus,
Jamie McMurray, Chase Elliott,
Ryan Blaney, Kasey Kahne all
have shown that they could break
into the win column any week. It
speaks well for the competition
level in the Cup Series.

When you start assigning
grades for performance in the first
thirteen races, I had to consider
several factors. Obviously winning
is important, but several drivers
have performed very well even
though their statistics donʼt reflect
their consistency.

Based on his three wins, Iʼd give
Jimmie Johnson an A-. Even
though he has three wins, heʼs only
sixth in overall points. Of course,
points will not matter since he has
those wins to guarantee his posi-
tion in the playoffs. If he improves
his consistency, Johnson could be
an odds-on favorite for title number
eight.

With two wins and nine top ten
finishes, Martin Truex Jr. also gets
an A-. His consistency has made
him a threat to win each week. A
definite title contender. Plus, Truex
has already accumulated 18 play-
off points, the most in the series.

Kyle Larson has only one win,
but he has six top-five and eight
top-ten finishes this season. He
has been one of the drivers to beat
almost every race. He has two
poles and led more laps this sea-
son than ever in his cup career.
Certainly, Larson is one of the
biggest stories in the Cup garage
this year. He gets an B+.

Brad Keselowski has had two
very tough weekends in a row with

early exits at Charlotte
and Dover. However,
the Penske driver has
two wins, seven top-
five, and nine top-ten
finishes. Always a
threat to win, Brad gets
a B.

Even though
Kevin Harvick and Kyle
Busch have not won

yet this year, their mid-term grade
is a B. Harvick has three poles, four
top-five, and eight top-ten finishes.
Busch has one pole to go with five
top-five and six top-ten finishes. I
expect both of these competitors to
win multiple races and contend for
the 2017 title.

Jamie McMurray, Chase Elliott,
and Joey Logano each receive a B
grade. Logano won at Richmond
and has eight top-ten finishes. El-
liott has won a pole to go with four
top-five and seven top-ten finishes.
McMurray has eight top-ten fin-
ishes and, together with Larson,
has made Ganassi Racing one of
the top performing organizations in
the Cup Series.

Denny Hamlin, Matt Kenseth,
and Kurt Busch receive a B- grade.
Each one of these drivers has had
moments of success thus far, with
Buschʼs win at Daytona a career
highlight. More consistency needed
by each. All three should be in the
playoff battle.

Ryan Blaney has a pole and four
top-ten finishes thus far in ʼ17. He
could win his first Cup race in the
next thirteen and be a contender in
the playoffs. Blaney gets a C.

Joining Blaney in the C category
are Clint Bowyer, Kasey Kahne,
Newman, Stenhouse Jr., and
Austin Dillon. I know three of these
drivers have wins, but their overall
performance is a C grade.

Two rookies, Daniel Suarez and
Erik Jones, have shown that they
have the team and the ability to win
at the Cup level. Will they win or
make the playoffs this year? Itʼs a
possibility, but it could happen. Iʼll
give both a C grade for their first
thirteen Cup races in ʼ17.

That brings me to Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. and the #88 Hendrick Mo-
torsports team. To say that the first
thirteen races have not been what
anyone expected would be true.
Dale Jr. has only one top-five and
two top-ten finishes this season.
The overall performance of the #88
team has been a mystery. His
grade at mid-term is C-. However, I
look for Dale Jr. to win multiple
races in the next thirteen, make the
playoffs, and give his fans some-
thing to cheer for in his final sea-
son. Wouldnʼt that be a great story?
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By REID SPENCER
DOVER, DE - The

man who once made
his parents stop at
Hardeeʼs because he
thought it was Cale
Yarboroughʼs race
shop pulled even with
his childhood hero in

Sundayʼs AAA 400 Drive for Autism
at Dover International Speedway.

Getting the jump on Kyle Larson
on an overtime restart at the Mon-
ster Mile, Johnson crossed the
overtime line on the backstretch
moments before a multi-car wreck
brought out the 15th caution of the
race and froze the field with John-
son in the lead and a frustrated Lar-
son running second.

The victory was the 83rd of
Johnsonʼs Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series career, and it

tied him for sixth on the all-time
wins list with Yarborough, a
NASCAR Hall of Famer. Johnson
was ready for the occasion. He had
a Yarborough tribute helmet to put
on top of the winning car and a vin-
tage No. 28 Yarborough Hardeeʼs
hat to wear in Victory Lane.

The win was Johnsonʼs series-
best third of the season and his
11th at Dover, earning the seven-
time champion admission into an-
other elite fraternity. Joining Hall of
Famers Richard Petty and Darrell
Waltrip, Johnson is only the third
driver in NASCARʼs premier series
to accumulate 11 or more victories
at a single track.

"I never thought I would end up
here in NASCAR as a kid racing in
the dirt out in Southern California,"
Johnson said. "I was a big Cale
Yarborough fan and I remember

going to a race in Oklahoma with
my parents and my brother. We
were driving across the country and
we pulled up to a Hardeeʼs.

"I had no idea it was a burger
stand, and I really thought when I
walked in the door I was going to
Cale Yarboroughʼs race shop. It
was very disappointing. I had a
burger and left and then under-
stood the world of sponsorship."

Now Johnson and Yarborough
are finally on the same turf – and
Johnson got the tying victory de-
spite starting from the rear of the
field because of a pre-race gear
change.

"To be here and tie him at 83
wins is amazing," Johnson said.
"We just got the tribute helmet. I
wasnʼt sure how quickly weʼd be
there (at 83 wins), or if weʼd be able
to go there and get it done. But,
Cale, youʼre the man. Thank you
for all youʼve done for our sport."

With four laps left in the sched-
uled 400-lapper, Johnsonʼs
chances of winning appeared slim.
Larson had pulled away to a lead of
more than two seconds, but when
David Raganʼs Ford clobbered the
Turn 2 wall on lap 397, Johnson
had his chance.

The seven-time champion had
such a proficient restart on Lap 405
in the overtime that he cleared Lar-
sonʼs No. 42 Chip Ganassi Racing
Chevrolet by the time he reached
the first corner. As the cars ap-
proached Turn 3 on the first over-
time lap, Ty Dillonʼs Chevrolet got
loose, hit a patch of Speedy-Dry,
collided with Ryan Newmanʼs
Chevy and ignited the 10-car wreck
that collected the machines of
Kasey Kahne, Erik Jones, Cole
Whitt and Trevor Bayne, among
others.

That ended matters with John-
son and Larson in the top two
spots, Martin Truex Jr. in third and
Newman and Chase Elliott in fourth
and fifth, respectively.

"It was a good race for us," said
Larson, who led 241 laps and fin-
ished second for the fifth time this
year. "Obviously, I didn't need that
last caution. Yeah, I mean, Jimmie
is the best of our time, probably the
best of all time. 

"He just has obviously a lot more
experience than I do out on the
front row late in races and exe-
cuted a lot better than I did. I've got
to get better at that and maybe get
some more wins."
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Jimmie Johnson Wins
at Dover for Milestone

Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Victory

Jimmie Johnson is all smiles as he celebrates in victory lane for the 83rd time in his NASCAR Cup career. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOG-
RAPHY photo)





By REID SPENCER
DOVER, DE - Sat-

urdayʼs One Main Fi-
nancial 200 ended as
it started – as a two-
man show with pole-
sitter Kyle Larson on
top.

Larson and Ryan
Blaney were in a class
by themselves at
Dover International

Speedway in the 11th NASCAR
XFINITY Series race of the season.
In winning for the third time in six
starts this season, Larson led 137
of the 200 laps to Blaneyʼs 28.

In fact, Larson now has three
wins, a second and a third this sea-
son for an average finish of 2.5 –
numbers that could rival those of
another Kyle, XFINITY Series all-

time victory leader Kyle Busch.
"Our cars have been really good

on both sides, (Monster Energy
NASCAR) Cup and XFINITY," Lar-
son said. "Especially XFINITY,
weʼve been extremely good. Weʼve
done a really good job adjusting to
this new (lower-downforce) aero
package.

"This is the best car Iʼve had
here. At a lot of the tracks weʼve
gone to, it seems like this is the
best XFINITY car Iʼve had this time
around. Just a lot of fun. Hats off to
(crew chief Mike) Shiplett and the
rest of the mechanics at the shop
and the engineers – the real reason
Iʼm getting to run up front more
often."

A first-time winner at Dover, Lar-
son collected the eighth victory of
his career, finishing 1.173 seconds ahead of Blaney. Third-place Daniel Suarez crossed the stripe

14.078 seconds behind the race
winner.

Cole Custer ran fourth, followed
by Ryan Reed and William Byron,
but Byron got the biggest consola-
tion prize. The Sunoco Rookie of
the Year candidate collected a
$100,000 bonus as the highest-fin-
ishing series regular among four
drivers eligible for the prize in the
last of four Dash 4 Cash events this
season.

But the day belonged to Larson,
who led the first 63 laps and had to
win a drag race with Blaney to se-
cure victory in the first 60-lap stage.
After the second stage, won by
Darrell Wallace Jr., divergent pit
strategies shuffled Larson and
Blaney to 13th and 14th, respec-
tively, for a restart on Lap 128.

To Blaney, that was the key mo-
ment in the race, as his No. 22 Ford
lost positions in a near-wreck with
Wallace and couldnʼt close on Lar-
son despite a subsequent restart
on Lap 141, after Blake Koch tan-
gled with Daniel Hemric and Bren-
nan Poole and nosed into the
inside wall.

"We almost got wrecked when
the 6 (Wallace) got loose below
whoever that was, the white car
(the No. 90 of Brandon Brown), and
that actually cost us the race,"
Blaney said. "That allowed Larson
to get by us, and he set sail from
there, even though there was an-
other restart.

"He was about three rows ahead
of us, and I couldnʼt run him down
by the time I got to second."
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s Kyle Larson Finishes
Off Dominant Run at

Dover

Kyle Larson secures his own Miles the Monster after winning the
One Main Financial 200 Satruday at Dover International Speedway.
(JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP photo)

Kyle Larson (42) leads Ryan Blaney (22) through the turn at Dover. The two drivers dominated the
action for the whole race. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
DOVER, DE - Vet-

eran Johnny Sauter
proved once again
that the combination
of guile and clean air
trumped youthful en-
thusiasm and superior
tires.

Despite racing on tires that were
54 laps older than those of his clos-
est pursuer, 18-year-old GMS Rac-
ing teammate Kaz Grala, Sauter
got 82 laps out of his last tank of
fuel at Dover International Speed-
way and held on to win Fridayʼs Bar
Harbor 200 presented by Sea
Watch International.

The defending NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series champion
and current series leader finished
.270 seconds ahead of Grala, a
Georgia Tech-bound engineering
student who had received his high
school diploma before the race.

For practical purposes, the out-
come turned on crew chief Joe
Shear Jr.ʼs decision to bring the 39-
year-old Sauter to the pits under
caution on Lap 118 of 200, after
NASCAR Next member Todd
Gilliland ended an impressive se-
ries debut performance with a
brush with the outside wall to bring

out the yellow.
"Joe Shear – what a call that

was to try to make it on fuel!"
Sauter said afterwards. "We knew
that weʼd have to make a strategy
play, because you just canʼt pass.
It wasnʼt our best-handling truck,
but we were able to get a win with
it."

After a restart on Lap 122,
Sauter moved to the front of the
group of trucks that had made pits
stops on Lap 118. As green-flag pit
stops cycled through late in the
race. Sauter moved to the lead,
and he maintained the top spot
after caution flew for the eighth and
final caution when the left front tire
on polesitter Chase Briscoeʼs Ford
rolled free after the jack dropped
prematurely during a green-flag
stop.

From that point on, Sauter
hugged the bottom and kept Grala
in dirty air. 

The victory, which followed three
straight second-place finishes, was
Sauterʼs first of the season, his first
at the Monster Mile and the 14th of
his career.

"Johnny Sauter is a veteran and
a champion for a reason," said
Grala, who took plenty of solace
from his runner-up finish.

The winner of the season-open-
ing event at Daytona International
Speedway, Grala already had
punched his ticket to the Truck Se-
ries playoffs.

"This was a big day for me, not
only for my school life but for my
racing life," Grala said.

Christopher Bell fell out early
after cutting a left rear tire and try-
ing to nurse it to the end of the first
45-lap stage, which Ryan Truex
won, leading every lap from the
second starting position. Bell hit the
wall, finished 25th and dropped 52
points behind Sauter in the series
standings.

Grant Enfinger ran third, fol-
lowed by Ben Rhodes, who led a
race-high 71 laps but had to pit for
fuel under green on Lap 165 and
ran out of time trying to work his
way back to the front.

Sunoco Rookie of the Year can-
didate Austin Cindric finished fifth,
a career-best result in the Truck
Series. Brandon Jones, Regan
Smith, Justin Haley, Noah Gragson
and Truex completed the top 10.
Two-time series champion Matt
Crafton came home 11th and
picked up his first playoff point of
the season by winning the second
stage.

NA
SC

AR
 Ca

mp
ing

 W
orl

d 
Tr

uc
k S

eri
es

Johnny Sauter Holds
Off Teammate
Kaz Grala for

Dover Win

Johnny Sauter gets his version of Miles the Monster trophy and
looks very happy about winning the NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series race at the Monster Mile. (RONDA GREER photo)

Johnny Sauter leads the field to the checkered flag after gambling on his fuel mileage paid off. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



MILLINGTON, TN
- Harrison Burton is on
a roll in 2017, and all
the bad luck he suf-
fered in 2016 seems
to have fallen by the
wayside.

The 16-year-old
Huntersville, North
Carolina, native won
his second race in a
row and third of the
season on Saturday
afternoon at Memphis
International Race-

way. He survived a race of attrition
that saw two of the fastest drivers,
Chase Purdy and Todd Gilliland,
encounter problems past the
halfway point in the Memphis 125
Presented by AutoZone.

But a win is a win. And to Burton,
it was the never say die attitude in-
stilled in him and his No. 12 DEX
Imaging Toyota Team that willed
him to Victory Lane.

"We weren't the best car," Bur-
ton said. "But that's what we're
about: we never quit. When we're
in positon and the opportunity falls
to us, we end up in Victory Lane.
That's part a little due to good for-
tune but also due to a lot of hard
work and us being in the right posi-
tion at the right time to capitalize
when other guys' days go wrong."

Burton ran third for the entire
first half of the race behind Purdy
and Gilliland. But slowly, Burton's
car came to life.

He passed Gilliland with 19 laps
remaining. After Purdy was side-
lines by mechanical problem and
Gilliland slowed with a flat tire, Bur-

ton was in the clear, and never
looked back.

"We didn't have the best car and
we knew that going into the race,"
said Burton, who led 19 laps. "Our
strategy was to be there at the end
and that's what happened. Really
proud of my guys. They never quit
on me and I never quit on them and
it's a great team to be a part of.
We're looking forward to winning
more of these things, that's for
sure."

Chase Cabre brought his No. 4
Max Siegel Inc. Toyota home in
second place when the checkered
flag flew, the best finish of his ca-
reer.

"We were pretty good and had
the car underneath us all race
long," Cabre said. "We did exactly
what my crew chief Mark Green
told me to do and that's race the
race track and it'll give you what
you got [...] I don't think I focused
on anybody when I was out there. I
just focused on making every lap
as hard and clean as I could with-
out overdriving, and it paid off."

Travis Miller's No. 40 MDM Mo-
torsports Toyota was beaten and
battered on the right side, but it
came home in a solid third place for
his second top five of the season.
Ronnie Bassett Jr. and Jay Beasley
rounded out the top five.

Hunter Baize and Collin Cabre
finished in sixth and seventh, re-
spectively. Gilliland coming home
eighth, after leading 45 laps, ahead
of Dillon Bassett and Trey
Hutchens. Purdy, who won his first
21 Means 21 Pole Award pre-
sented by Coors Brewing Co. ear-

lier in the day, ended up finishing in
13th place after leading 61 laps,
three laps down.

Burton was able to extend his
championship points lead to 28
over Gilliland after eight races.
Hunter Baize is another 18 points
back and third through seventh are
separated by just seven points.

The next event for the K&N Pro
Series East will be July 1 at Berlin
Raceway, marking the halfway
point of the 2017 season. The
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East has
never raced at the Marne, Mich.
race track.

The Memphis 125 Presented by
AutoZone will air on Thursday,
June 8 at 8 p.m. ET on NBCSN.

Labbe Races Way
Back To Victory Lane

DELAWARE, ONT - It took al-
most a year, but Alex Labbe found
his way back to Victory Lane.

The 24-year-old from St. Albert,
Quebec, passed Alex Tagliani with
36 laps to go en route to the win in
the Fast Eddie/CHOKO 250 pre-
sented by Havoline Saturday night
in the NASCAR Pinty's Series re-
turn to Delaware Speedway.

It was the second career win for
Labbe, who won at Autodrome
Chaudiere in his home province on
June 24.

Labbe's No. 32
Can-Am/Kappa/Cy-
clops Gear/Lous BBQ
Ford crossed the fin-
ish line 1.924 sec-
onds ahead of
Tagliani. DJ Kenning-
ton, who won three of
the previous five se-
ries' races at the half-
mile, finished third,

followed by L.P. Dumoulin and
Kevin Lacroix who had dominated
the race early on.

Andrew Ranger, who won the
E3 Spark Plugs Pole Award earlier
in the day, finished sixth, followed
by JF Dumoulin, Jason White,
rookie Adam Martin and Jason
Hathaway.

Defending series champion
Cayden Lapcevich came home
12th after being involved in an ac-
cident. It marked his first finish out-
side the top three in eight oval
races dating back to 2015.

Lacroix started second and led a
race-high 126 laps. But he ceded
the lead to Tagliani on Lap 190, and
Labbe went to the point 24 laps
later.

Lacroix maintained a three-point
lead on Labbe in the championship
standings, while Ranger is five
point points back. LP Dumoulin and
JF Dumoulin are fourth and fifth, re-
spectively, with the latter holding a
one-point edge on Lapcevich.

The Fast Eddie/CHOKO 250
presented by Havoline will air on
TSN on Saturday, June 10 at 3:30
p.m., and on RDS on Sunday, June
25, at 4:30 p.m.

The NASCAR Pinty's Series re-
turns to action back at Chaudiere
on Saturday, June 17, for the CRS
Express 300.
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Harrison Burton saved his best to the end, as he wound up in victory
lane for the third time in 2017 and first time at Memphis International
Raceway. (Sarah Crabill/NASCAR via Getty Images photo)

Burton Wins K&N East
Race At Memphis

Alex Labbe celebrates his second career NASCAR Pinty's Series
win Saturday night at Delaware Speedway in the Fast Eddie/CHOKO
250 presented by Havoline. (Matt Manor/NASCAR photo)



ELKO, MN - With
cars wrecking every
which way in his mir-
ror, Austin Theriault
edged Christian Eckes
by about two feet at
the final stripe to win
the wild Shore Lunch
250 Saturday night at
Elko Speedway. Theri-
ault, in Ken Schrader's
No. 52, nudged Eckes
out of the way inside

of four laps remaining before Eckes
rooted Theriault off the bottom lane
coming to the checkered flag. With
their cars locked together off turn
four, Theriault held firm on the high
side just long enough to earn his
second ARCA Racing Series pre-
sented by Menards victory this sea-
son and third of his career.

"This hasn't really set in yet,"
said Theriault. "We need a little
time to process this one. We were
running fourth or fifth through the
middle of the race. Then we put
four General Tires on it…that's
when it came to life. Those last few
laps were rough…definitely a lot of
back and forth. We got some marks
on the car but we got the win."

Eckes, after leading 91 laps, had
to settle for second.

"We had a really fast 15 car,"
said Eckes. "The General Tires had
plenty of grip. I hate it for my guys.
We've led every race we've run this

year…we're so close. I just could-
n't put it together at the end. Con-
gratulations to Austin. It was really
fun racing with him. That was really
wild. I knew it was going to come
down to the end…that's what rac-
ing is all about. Great race."

Riley Herbst finished third, which
was probably a hard pill to swallow
after leading 130 laps. Herbst, on a
different pit strategy, was part of a
multi-car pile-up coming under the
checkered flag.

The "mess" that Herbst was re-
ferring to involved several drivers
fighting for position, including him-
self, Zane Smith, Shane Lee, Bret
Holmes, Cole Anderson and Gus
Dean. The cars driven by Smith,
Lee and Anderson were destroyed.
Smith was also transported to a
local area hospital for further eval-
uation, examined and released.

Holmes slid through in fourth.
"We needed this," said Holmes.

"We weren't good enough on
longer runs, but to come out with a
solid top-five after the season
we've had almost feels like a win.
We needed to break our bad luck. I
don't know how we avoided the
wreck but we made it through."

Dean, with heavy right-side
damage, barely squeezed through
for fifth. 

"That was a "days of thunder"
moment coming to the checkered
flag," said Dean. "All I saw was

smoke. I knew the stripe was close,
but we came out the other side. We
were fortunate to make it through."

Cole Anderson was racing
among the top-five, but got caught
up in the same melee. He was still
credited with the 10th finishing po-
sition but not without a wrecked
race car.

Smith, with a badly-wrecked car,
finished sixth. Lee finished seventh
with Dalton Sargeant trailing in
eighth. A.J. Fike was ninth.

Herbst, the General Tire pole
qualifier, jumped out into the lead at
the onset and led the first 75 laps
before pitting under caution with
the majority of the leaders. Herbst
took right-side tires only and
quickly raced his way back into the
lead, taking the top spot away from
Dalton Sargeant, who didn't pit.
Herbst led up through lap 125 be-
fore Smith raced his way into the
lead for 19 laps. Then Eckes took
his turn up front, leading from lap

145 through 196 before Herbst, on
four fresher tires, reclaimed the
lead for the next six laps. Herbst's
lead would be short-lived however
when most of the front-runners
came down pit road under caution
for four fresh tires while Herbst
stayed out. After the restart, Eckes
got by Herbst for one lap, but
Herbst took it right back to lead
laps 204 through 208. Then Eckes
got back by Herbst and led up
through lap 245. That's when
Eckes got the nudge from Theri-
ault, who got underneath Eckes.
But Eckes returned the favor and
wiggled Theriault from the lead on
the 248th lap, only to give it up over
the final two laps.

Theriault extended his point lead
headed to Pocono.

The ARCA Racing Series pre-
sented by Menards has a tight turn-
around for Pocono Raceway.The
General Tire #AnywhereIsPossi-
ble200 at Pocono, live on FS1.
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Elko Thrill Show; Wins

Shore Lunch 250

Austin Theriault celebrates in victory lane after a hard fought win
at Elko Speedway. (arcaracing.com photo)



PENSACOLA, FL
- The Southern Super
Series presented by
Sunoco crowned its
first repeat winner of
the 2017 campaign
Friday night as Jeff
Choquette took the
checkered flag in the
Serf 100 at Pen-
sacola, Florida's Five
Flags Speedway.

Twenty-two driv-
ers signed in for the
sixth race of the 2017

campaign with Choquette starting
from the pole after the top-eight re-
draw. Choquette jumped out to the
early lead before a pair of mid-race
restarts set up a showdown with
fast-qualifier and most recent Five
Flags winner Bubba Pollard.

"I've got to figure that part of the
game out," Choquette said about
the restarts. "Even on that first one
I almost spun the tires."

Pollard got the best of Cho-
quette on a lap 44 restart before
the Loxahatchee, Florida driver
rolled back by to take the lead for
the final time on lap 46.

"I spun the tires real bad on that
restart.  Casey (Roderick) got un-
derneath me so I was high and I
was able to get a good run out of
two," Choquette explained.  

Choquette seemed as surprised
as anyone that he was able to get
back by Pollard on a track where

the Georgia driver has seen so
much success.

"I honestly can't answer that
question.  I was as surprised as
everybody else was but I'm glad to
be sitting here."

Pollard was not so surprised, ad-
mitting that strategy and saving
tires was his agenda for the 100-
lap affair.

"I let him by me and I shouldn't
have," Pollard said. 

The pair were worthy adver-
saries and evenly matched
throughout the last half of the race
as Pollard conceited post-race.

"We were tit for tat.  I don't know

if I had stayed out front if he would
have passed me," Pollard stated.
"We were equal.  We both had
good cars tonight." 

The second-place finish ap-
peared to have Pollard questioning
his efforts in the early going.

"I should have charged a little
harder there at the beginning.  It's
all about strategy."

Rounding out the podium was
Casey Roderick who despite hav-
ing seven Late Model wins under
his belt in various series already in
2017, sees nothing but room for im-
provement going forward.

"I wish I had something there at
the end for first and second.  They
had really good cars and they've
found some speed here lately, so
we've got some work to do to catch

them," the Lawrenceville, Georgia
said after the race.

"What they did to us tonight is
what I was doing to them in a cou-
ple races last year.  We've just got
to find that again."

Next up for the series will be a
co-sanctioned event with the
CARS Tour Super Late Models at
South Carolina's Anderson Motor
Speedway on June 10.

For more information on the
Southern Super Series presented
by Sunoco, head to www.southern-
superseries.com.

Also be sure to follow the South-
ern Super Series on Twitter, @So-
SuperSeries, and give us a like on
Facebook by heading
to www.Facebook.com/Southern-
SuperSeries.

The Mid-Atlantic
regionʼs highest pay-
ing Super Late Model
race will be making its
way into living rooms
nationwide.  An-
nounced on Thursday
afternoon by Pro All
Stars Series (PASS)
officials, the Mason-
Dixon MegaMeltdown
at the famed Hickory

Motor Speedway will be broadcast
on a tape-delayed basis on the
MAVTV network. 

The announcement comes just
one day after PASS and MAVTV of-
ficials announced that the 44th An-
nual Oxford 250 will be aired on a
national broadcast network for the
first time. 

“The south has been clamoring

for an Oxford 250 style event and
the MegaMeltdown at Hickory is
that event,” said PASS President
Tom Mayberry.  “MAVTVʼs flag-to-
flag coverage of the Oxford 250
and the MegaMeltdown 300 will
give short track racers and their
sponsors the coverage that they so
desperately deserve and we are
glad that PASS can provide them
with that.”

A winnerʼs check of over
$15,000 will be on the line for
Super Late Model racers during the
inaugural Mason-Dixon MegaMelt-
down on November 18.  The race
will serve as a rebirth of the tradi-
tional Mason-Dixon Meltdown with
a larger purse, more laps and even
more excitement. 

The race will pay $15,000 to the
winner and $1,000 to start, plus

there will be an additional $25 per
lap awarded to the race leader,
which could push the winnerʼs total
to $22,500.

At 300 green flag laps, the
Mason-Dixon MegaMeltdown will
feature true, live pit stops and strat-
egy throughout the race.

To add even more excitement to
the race, it will serve as the final
race of the 2017 battle for the
PASS National Championship Se-
ries.  This means that those watch-
ing on MAVTV will see drivers from
both the north and south battling it
out for bragging rights at “the birth-
place of the NASCAR stars.”  

MAVTV, an American cable and
satellite television channel owned
by the automotive lubricant com-
pany Lucas Oil, has become the
go-to channel for short track racing
events in recent years. The com-
pany produces full race broadcasts
for series such as the ARCA Rac-
ing Series, Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series, the Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series, Lucas Oil Modi-

fied Series and many more.
The addition of two Pro All Stars

Series events, the Mason-Dixon
MegaMeltdown and the Oxford
250, to the networkʼs lineup further
demonstrates the networkʼs sup-
port of short track racing. 

Plans are also underway for an-
other special announcement from
the Pro All Stars Series in the near
future.  

Speed51.com, the nationʼs lead-
ing short track racing news site, will
handle the production of the televi-
sion broadcast.

The air date for the Mason-
Dixon MegaMeltdown and Oxford
250 will be announced at a later
time. 

With the addition of a nationally
televised broadcast to both premier
races, marketing opportunities will
be at a premium. 

Those interested in marketing
partnerships with the Pro All Stars
Series are encouraged to email
Alan Dietz at alandietz-
pass@live.com.
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Mason-Dixon
MegaMeltdown To Be
Broadcast on MAVTV
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SSS Victory at Five Flags

Choquette celebrates his second SSS win of the 2017 season. (Speed51.com photo)



Texas Motor
Speedway

FORT WORTH,
TX - Texas Motor
Speedway and Levy
Restaurants have
come up with another
unique food item that
combines the best of
two American food
classics - the hot dog
and BLT sandwich.

The Hawg Heaven
BLT Dawg is the
newest member of the
highly successful
bacon-infused Levy
concession items and
it will debut this week-

end at the Rainguard Water Seal-
ers 600 INDYCAR / NASCAR /
Stadium Super Truck tripleheader.

TMS and Levy Restaurants Ex-
ecutive Chef Lincoln Engstrom
have added a distinctive twist to
these two favorites to create a
mouth-watering meal that all race
fans will want to make sure to
check out.

The Hawg Heaven BLT Dawg is
an oversized global mashup of fla-
vors inspired by the classic BLT
sandwich. It begins with an East-
West Kobe beef frank, crispy thick
cut bacon, Italian-inspired double
tomato bruschetta, and a Korean
fusion smoky bacon kimchee in-
stead of lettuce. It is then topped off
with a French-inspired fine herb
aioli sauce and served on a poppy
seed bun.

"The Verizon IndyCar Series is a
global sport so I decided to use fla-
vors from around the world to cre-
ate the Hawg Heaven BLT Dawg,"
Engstrom said. "As with the other
items, it features plenty of bacon
but the ingredients mesh well to-
gether and turns this BLT Dawg
into a special meal. I'm sure race
fans at Texas Motor Speedway dur-
ing the Rainguard Water Sealers
600 will enjoy eating this version of
this popular line of concession
items."

This specialty concession item is
only available at concession stand
405 inside Gate 4. Priced at $12, it
will be on sale during the weekend
that features the NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series winstaron-
linegaming.com 400 on Friday (7
p.m.) and the Rainguard Water
Sealers 600 on Saturday (7:30 p.m.
CT). The weekend also will feature
the SPEED Energy Stadium Super
Trucks and the Texas Off-Road
Ruckus expo on both days as well.

The Hawg Heaven concession
line began in 2013 with Hawg
Heaven Bacon Cotton Candy and
has featured the Shake 'n Bacon

Brew bacon-infused beer milk-
shake, Bacon Nachos, Queso
Wings, Double Barrel Dawg, the
Final Rocky Road-eo ice cream
sundae honoring Jeff Gordon's final
season in 2015, the BBQ Melt, the
Ranchero Dawg, the Three Little
Pigs and most recently the Burro
Grande at April's race weekend.

For race tickets, please visit
www.texasmotorspeedway.com or
call the Texas Motor Speedway
ticket office at 817.215.8500.

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - Sonoma Race-

way will unveil a new fan entertain-
ment area, the RevZone, during its
upcoming Toyota/Save Mart 350
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries event weekend, June 23-25. 

Located above Turn 7 on the
road course, The RevZone is the
racewayʼs newest party area. The
RevZone will feature a brand-new
permanent restroom building, 200-
foot stand-up bar, shade tent with
picnic tables, refreshments, an
array of food options, entertain-
ment and more - all overlooking
one of the most exciting corners of
the road course. This area is open
to all ticket holders.

The RevZone is scheduled to
host a variety of activities through-
out the weekend, including an ap-
pearance by Daytona 500
champion Kurt Busch on Sunday
morning and a Happy Hour concert
with California Dueling Pianos by 2
Grand Entertainment on Saturday
afternoon.

The RevZone is one of several
new environments the raceway has
added around the road course
where fans can relax and enjoy the
on-track action. The raceway
worked with Humboldt Redwood
Company to construct two Grill
Garden seating and shade areas in
2015.  Located above Turn 2 and
Turn 9, these redwood arbors offer
a place for fans to relax, cool off
and enjoy a bite to eat throughout
the weekend. 

The Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series returns to Sonoma
Raceway, June 23-25, for the Toy-
ota/Save Mart 350. The weekend
will mark the final NASCAR Cup
race in wine country for Dale Earn-
hardt, Jr., who will retire at the con-
clusion of the 2017 season. For
more information or to purchase
tickets, visit www.sonomarace-
way.com.

Phoenix Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ - Phoenix Race-

way announced today that tickets
for the semifinal race in the Playoffs
for the Monster Energy NASCAR

Cup Series, the Can-Am 500, are
on-sale. Tickets start at just $35
and can be purchased by visiting
PhoenixRaceway.com or by calling
866-408-RACE (7223).

The popular fall race features a
full weekend of NASCAR action, in-
cluding semifinal racing from the
top-three series in NASCAR.
Phoenix Raceway will once again
be home to all the Series' elimina-
tion races that will set the final four
to compete for a series champi-
onship trophy the following week-
end. 

The Can-Am 500 Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series race
takes place on Sunday, Nov. 12.
The event weekend also includes
the Ticket Galaxy 200 NASCAR
XFINITY Series race on Saturday,
Nov. 11, following the Lucas Oil 150
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series race on Friday night, Nov.
10. 

Fans will also be able to send off
NASCARʼs most popular driver
Dale Earnhardt, Jr., in his farewell
appearance at Phoenix Raceway.
The driver of the No. 88 for Hen-
drick Motorsports will look to earn
his fourth win in his 30th and final
start at the one-mile oval. Earn-
hardtʼs last Cup Series win was at
the rain-shortened Quicken Loans
Race for Heroes 500 at Phoenix
Raceway in November 2015.

As part of the Phoenix Raceway
Project Powered by DC Solar, an
all-new, all-inclusive, lounge-style
hospitality with a birds-eye view of
the track will open in time for the
Can-Am 500 weekend this Novem-
ber. Packages for the Can-Am 500,
which are available for individual
ticket-buyers and small groups, are
available now on PhoenixRace-
way.com.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL -

The Professional Fighters League,
together with Daytona International
Speedway and NBC Sports Group,
announced that Professional Fight-
ers League: Daytona will take place
on Friday, June 30 as part of the
Coke Zero 400 Weekend Powered
By Coca-Cola at the “World Center
of Racing.” The event, which will be
held in the UNOH Fanzone follow-
ing the completion of the Coca-
Cola Firecracker 250 NASCAR
XFINITY Series race, will bring elite
MMA talent and the excitement of
televised fights to
Daytona International
Speedway, and will
set the stage for the
Professional Fighters
Leagueʼs January
2018 debut in a

showcase of whatʼs to come.
NBCSN will televise the two-

hour event live and admission for
guests will be included in the Coca-
Cola Firecracker 250 race ticket. 

“Partnering with Professional
Fighters League and NBC Sports
brings added entertainment to the
already busy Coke Zero 400 Week-
end,” Daytona International Speed-
way President Chip Wile said.
“Race fans have a contagious pas-
sion and dedication to the sport of
NASCAR, and we are looking for-
ward to bringing them the excite-
ment, thrill, and talent of
professional MMA at the renowned
Daytona International Speedway.”  

Professional Fighters League:
Daytona will feature three three-
round bouts and one five-round
main event. Each fight will factor
into the league rankings when it of-
ficially begins in January 2018, and
the winner of the main event will be
awarded the #1 seed for his weight
class.  The eight fighters competing
at Daytona will be among the first
fighters signed to compete in the in-
augural 2018 Professional Fighters
League season. The first Profes-
sional Fighters League champi-
onships will be awarded in
December 2018 to the fighters who
emerge victorious after the post-
season tournament. The final
champions of the World Series of
Fighting will be honored at an event
this fall. 

Professional Fighters League:
Daytona will feature the following
match-ups:

• JON FITCH (29-7-1) vs.
BRIAN FOSTER (26-9) – 170 lb
Welterweight Main Event (For the
2018 #1 seed) 

• SMEALINHO RAMA (10-2) vs.
RONNY MARKES (16-4) – 205 lb
Light Heavyweight Bout

• JOAO ZEFERINO (21-8) vs.
HERMAN TERRADO (14-3-1) –
170 lb Welterweight Bout

• JASON HIGH (19-5) vs.
CAROS FODOR (11-5) – 155 lb
Lightweight Bout

Tickets for the June 29 – July 1
Coke Zero 400 Weekend Powered
By Coca-Cola can be purchased
online at www.daytonainternation-
alspeedway.com or by calling 1-
800-PITSHOP. Fans can stay
connected with Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway on Twitter, Face-
book, Instagram, Pinterest,
YouTube and Snapchat.
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JACKSON, MN -
Brad Sweet looked at
the first two nights of
the 39th annual
AGCO Jackson Na-
tionals for the World of
Outlaws Craftsman®
Sprint Car Series at
Jackson Motorplex as
battles that would ulti-
mately put him in posi-
tion to win the war. He
did exactly that on

Saturday night to the tune of
$25,000, adding his name to the il-
lustrious list of past winners of the
tradition-laden event.

For Sweet, it was his third win of
the season and second on a half-
mile. Sweet now has 23 career
World of Outlaws Feature wins,
which ties him for 19th on the Se-
ries' all-time win list with fellow
competitors David Gravel and
Shane Stewart, who also both fin-
ished in the top-five on Saturday
night. 

"It feels awesome to win the
Jackson Nationals," said Sweet.
"We're just ecstatic. I can't thank
Tod Quiring and all the guys
enough for taking a chance and
putting on a three-day show that
pays big money like this. It's a
breath of fresh air and great to race
for that kind of money. Hopefully
the fans saw a good show."

Sweet lined up second for the
30-lap main event and challenged
pole sitter Kerry Madsen in the
early going. Sweet hung with Mad-
sen for a number of laps, especially
in lapped traffic, mainly while work-
ing the bottom lane of the track. 

Just before the halfway point of
the race, Donny Schatz got by
Sweet for second, with the latter
getting back by a couple of laps
later. Sweet took the lead from
Kerry Madsen on the back straight-
away on lap 18 and led the remain-
der of the race. He did have to
withstand a pair of restarts with 11
laps remaining. The first was a dou-
ble-file restart and the second sin-
gle-file. Strong restarts each time
propelled him to a solid lead over
Madsen.

"I was in attack mode the whole
time," noted Sweet. "I was a little
frustrated with myself. When I got
behind Kerry (Madsen) I made a
few mistakes and let Donny
(Schatz) get by me. Usually you
don't get that back. Then I was able
to get by both of them. Once I was

able to get in control of the race, I
knew I was in good shape and just
tried not to screw it up. I almost
messed up a few times and didn't
know how big of a lead we had, but
I drove as hard I could those last 11
laps."

Madsen, who finished no worse
than second on any of the three
nights of the 39th Annual AGCO
Jackson Nationals led the first 17
laps from the pole. Lapped traffic
ended up being his Achille's heel,
as Sweet got by him in traffic for the
lead. Late in the race, Madsen was
able to close back in on Sweet,
using the top side of the half-mile. 

"There were some classless
people getting lapped and trying to
take the leader out when they were
getting lapped, but that's no ex-
cuse," said Madsen. "Brad (Sweet)
probably deserved to win. We had
a great car all weekend and to fin-
ish second, first and second is
great. I'm really proud of the guys
and the AGCO/Go Muddy car was
a rocketship all week."

David Gravel won a heat race on
Saturday night to earn a spot in the
Craftsman Club Dash, where he
finished eighth. Lining up on the
outside of the fourth row for the
main event, Gravel steadily worked
his way to the front. Gravel took
third at one point from Donny
Schatz, only to have the caution
flag fly before that lap was com-
pleted. He would again get by the
eight-time and defending series
champion to come home on the
podium.

"It was good to end the weekend
on the right note," said Gravel. "We
kind of struggled all weekend and it
took us a while to get the hang of it,
but we got there. We're happy to
finish on the podium. You want to
win this race, but we dug ourselves
a bit of a hole there. Third was the
best we could do. The track was re-
ally fast and we needed lapped
traffic and was just about to get to it
at the end. Good job to Brad
(Sweet) and Kerry (Madsen). They
had the fastest cars all weekend
and deserved to be up here."

Shane Stewart finished fourth,
with Schatz in fifth and Joey Sal-
dana crossing the line sixth. Daryn
Pittman was seventh, followed by
Mark Dobmeier in eighth, Ian Mad-
sen in ninth and Logan Schuchart
in 10th.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series will next be in ac-

tion on Friday, June 9 and Satur-
day, June 10 at Iowa's famed
Knoxville Raceway.

Kerry Madsen Wins
Night 2 of AGCO

Jackson Nationals
JACKSON, MN - Kerry Madsen

was part of a historic finish on the
opening night of the 39th Annual
AGCO Jackson Nationals for the
World of Outlaws Craftsman®
Sprint Car Series at Jackson Mo-
torplex, finishing second to his
brother Ian, which made them the

first-ever Australian-born brothers
to finish 1-2 in an Outlaws race. K.
Madsen felt as if he didn't get the
job done, though on Thursday
night. He made up for the near-
miss on Friday night, leading flag-
to-flag in the 25-lap main event to
earn his first World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series win of
the season and the 20th of his ca-
reer.

Madsen withstood a trio of yel-
low flags and one red flag period en
route to the win. For the native of
St. Marys, NSW, Australia, who 

(Continued Next Page)
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s Sweet Scores $25,000 With
Victory at the 39th Annual
AGCO Jackson Nationals

Brad Sweet raced his way to victory lane at Jackson Motorplex
winning the war for the Jackson Nationals. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

now calls Knoxville,
Iowa home, it was his
second win of the sea-
son at Jackson Motor-
plex, which is owned
by his car owner, Tod
Quiring. 

"The car was
working everywhere
until we lost the front
wing, then we lost our
front downforce," said
Madsen. "I had to run
not as hard as I
wanted to going into
(turn) one and gave
up a lot of speed

there. I just kept watching the front
wing and it was still on so, I kept
trying harder. I saw Kraig and
thought, 'Oh no,' but I saw the
lapped traffic and knew if I could
get to the outside of the lapped traf-
fic it would block the lane and I
would be okay. I was just hanging
on at the end and it was a handful
in (turn) one and two. It was great
to get the job done tonight."

Madsen, who entered the night
as the overall event point leader,
put himself in a very solid position
to go for a repeat in the AGCO
Jackson Nationals, which he won
for the first time last season.

Madsen started on the pole Fri-
day night and jumped to an early
lead, when the red flag flew for his
brother, getting upside in turns
three and four on the opening lap.
On the complete restart, K. Madsen
again jumped to a lead, with Jason
Johnson in second. Johnson tried
a huge slide job, going for the lead
on the lap-5 and spun, which
brought out the caution. Madsen
chose the low side of the track
each time on double file restarts,
with Kraig Kinser lining on the out-
side and was able to open a quick
gap each time.

Kinser was able to pull alongside
Madsen coming off turn four with
five laps to go, but the latter was
able to pull away on the front
straightaway to retain the lead.
Kinser, who started sixth, earned
his best World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car Series finish of the
season in second. 

Brad Sweet finished third for the
second straight night. After having
trouble in the dash, he lined up
eighth and found himself in third by
the fifth lap of the race. He was
able to gain some ground on Kinser
in the middle stages of the race, but
in the late going fell back a bit.

Donny Schatz finished fourth for
the second consecutive night, with
Jason Sides rounding out the top-

five. Daryn Pittman crossed the line
sixth, followed by Shane Stewart in
seventh. Stewart, who started 20th
picked up the KSE Hard Charger
Award. David Gravel was eighth,
with Joey Saldana ninth and John-
son rebounding from the early spin
to finish 10th.

Ian Wins Battle On
Opening Night of

Jackson Nationals
JACKSON, MN - The Madsen

brothers are nothing short of excit-
ing every time they strap into a
sprint car. The intensity level is
often ratcheted up even more when
they are racing each other for a
win. They lived up to this moniker
Thursday on the opening night of
the 39th Annual AGCO Jackson
Nationals for the World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Sprint Car Series.
While younger brother Ian led all 25
laps of the main event, older
brother Kerry gave him a run for his
money, especially on a late-race
double file restart.

Ian fended off Kerry on that
restart, which saw the elder brother
get a monster run on the high side
of the track heading down the front
straightaway. As the laps wound
down, the leaders encountered
lapped traffic, with Kerry closing
back in on Ian, nearly stealing a win
on the last lap. The finale margin of
victory was a scant three-tenths-of-
a-second.

"When you come to race with
the World of Outlaws, the double-
file restarts are always tough," said
Ian Madsen. "It's pretty cutthroat
and can go either way. You have to
give it your all. I'm really thankful
we could get the job done tonight.
We've had an awesome car lately
and have been strong with the
World of Outlaws all years. It's
great to finally get one."

The race started with I. Madsen
on the pole, quickly jumping out to
a lead before a caution with four
laps in the books. On the ensuing
double-file restart, I. Madsen chose
the low side of the track. David
Gravel actually took the lead in
turns one and two on that restart,
but a red flag, before that lap was
completed, kept I. Madsen in the
lead for the next restart, which was
single-file.

The win was Madsen's second
with the World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car Series, with the first
coming in 2013 at Deer Creek
Speedway, also in Minnesota.

"Jackson is kind of like a home
track for us," said Ian Madsen. "We
gave a lot of friends, fans and sup-
porters of the KPC team here
tonight. I can't thank my team

enough. This is awesome. Min-
nesota is kind of close to home and
I really like the tracks. Thanks to
Tod (Quiring) and everyone for put-
ting this event on. Hopefully it gets
bigger and bigger each year."

Kerry Madsen, the defending
winner of the AGCO Jackson Na-
tionals, started third and had a tor-
rid battle in the early going with
David Gravel, before moving into
second behind his brother. Kerry
had a strong car on the top side of
the half-mile and used this to his
advantage to keep pace with
brother as the laps wound down.

Brad Sweet finished third. Sweet
lined up sixth and worked his way
into the top-five in the early going.
He used a couple of strong restarts
to gain spots on his way to a
podium finish.

Current series point leader
Donny Schatz finished fourth in the
Arctic Cat machine for Tony Stew-
art Racing, while Danny Lasoski
rounded out the top-five. David
Gravel, who ran among the lead
pack in the early going, ended up
sixth, after nearly getting into the
wall coming off turn four, battling for
the second spot. Jason Sides was
seventh, with Tim Kaeding eighth,
while Sheldon Haudenschild came
from 16th to ninth. Shane Stewart
rounded out the top-10.

Stewart Beats the
Boss at Lawrenceburg

Speedway
LAWRENCEBURG, IN - In an

action-packed 35-lap Feature at
the Lawrenceburg Speedway,
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries standout and Larson Marks
Racing team owner, Kyle Larson
used a line that no one dared to
run, enabling him to the lead with
over 10-laps remaining. A mistake
in traffic by Larson allowed his
driver, Shane Stewart to get back
by his Boss in lap-traffic for his sec-
ond World of Outlaws Craftsman®
Sprint Car Series win of the 2017
season at Lawrenceburg Speed-
way.

The fans at Lawrenceburg
Speedway were treated to one of
the best World of Outlaws races of
the season. It was a day that had
everything from, slide-job passes,
several lead changes, drama and
much more.

"Man, that was blast," said Kyle
Larson. "I hope you [fans] enjoyed
that because that was awesome
from my seat. That was one of the
most intense Sprint Car races I've
ran."

With three-time Lawrenceburg
Speedway winner, Donny Schatz

starting on the front row of the 35-
lap Feature, he knew he had to
contend with some heavy-hitter
drivers in the field such as Kyle Lar-
son, Christopher Bell, David
Gravel, Shane Stewart and the rest
of the 25-car field.

Shane Stewart started the day
off on the wrong foot. During hot
laps, the team found an oil leak, but
wasn't able to find the cause. The
Larson Marks Racing team decided
to change the powerplant on the
No. 2 machine for precautionary
reasons.

During the opening lap of the
Feature event, Schatz rocketed out
front but he was quickly challenged
by Stewart, who started the race in
the fourth position.

Schatz was able to hold the lead
for the opening six laps, until the
leaders got into slower lap traffic.
Stewart, running second, was able
to pounce on Schatz and overtake
the No. 15 machine for the lead.
The two would run side-by-side
until the only yellow flag of the
event was displayed on lap 13.

Stewart would hold the lead for
the restart with Schatz in second.
Kyle Larson who had started the
event in the ninth spot had worked
his way up to the sixth position.

A great restart by Larson pro-
pelled him from sixth to fourth but
he didn't settle there as he quickly
worked his way up to the runner-
up position.

"I found a line just before the
caution, running just above the
cushion in Turns 1 and 2 and do a
little bit of the same in Turns 3 and
4; was able to get to the lead like
that," added Larson.

Larson Marks Racing co-owner
didn't take it easy on his driver, as
the No. 57 of Larson and the No. 2
of Stewart came together battling
for the lead in turn two.

Larson would get by the No. 2 of
Stewart for a couple laps as the two
approached lap traffic.

"I got to lead there and made a
mistake in traffic and [Shane] got
back by," said Larson. "I cut across
[the cushion] a little too soon and
got in the holes and starting bounc-
ing, that was what allowed Shane
to get back by me. I knew I showed
[Shane] my line and what I was
doing so it was going to be tough to
get back by him. We had a couple
more opportunities at [Shane] but
we just ran out of time."

After getting back by his Boss in
lap traffic, Stewart was able to put a
lap car between him and the No. 57
of Larson on the white flag lap giv-
ing Stewart the separation he
needed to go on to repeat as win-
ner at Lawrenceburg Speedway.
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SENOIA, GA - The
World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late
Model Series took the
track at Senoia Race-
way for the first time
ever for the third an-
nual Billy Clanton
Classic. Despite this
race being many of
the drivers first time on
the unique gray
gumbo surface, every-

one seemed to enjoy how racy the
track was all night long. It was ulti-
mately Brandon Sheppard who
was able to hold off the field to land
his fifth Series win of the season.

"We got the win and it was tough
racing out there," said Sheppard.
"Lap traffic was tricky and if you hit
the top just right it was awesome
and you couldn't hardly move off of
it and be fast. Congratulations to
Terbo. He raced me hard and we
had a lot of fun out there."

Tyler Erb left everything he had
on the track come the checker flag
but he came up just a little short.
The young gun was putting Shep-
pard to work throughout all 50-laps
as he was trying find the line to his
first Series win. With the help of lap
traffic, Erb was able to cut down
Sheppard's lead to only .6 seconds
but unfortunately a few cautions
would throw away the ground he
had gained on the leader and elim-
inated the obstacles for Sheppard.

"I hated to see all of those cau-
tions," said Erb. "Every time I would
catch lap cars was when Brandon
would start having to move off of
that top. I might have had a shot
but we gave it everything that I had
so we will just have to try to come
back next year and try again."

Eric Wells also found his way to
the podium but it wasn't an easy
task to get there. Wells, Erb, and
Clanton found themselves three
wide throughout the feature event
dueling for second and third. Chub
Frank also found himself into the
mix with Erb, Wells and Clanton
after battling with Devin Moran and
Clint Smith in similar fashion.

"This is more like the kind of
tracks that we like," said Wells. "I
was telling my crew guys that it is
too bad we don't live in Atlanta be-
cause we would run every class
this place has weekly. I love this
place. I had a lot of fun out there.
This place was really racy tonight. I
hope we get to come back again."

Although Clanton finished one
spot short of the podium he was
still all smiles in Victory Lane as he
spoke about his late father, Billy
Clanton, and the race that was cre-
ated in his honor three years ago.

"It's hard to be up here and him
not being with me. He has been
gone for a couple of years now,"
said Clanton. "As long as we can
live his life like we're doing and just
honor him as much as we can. He's
done a lot for the racing in the
south east. It's an honor to be here

tonight."
The next stop for the Series will

be in Ontario for two nights of
shootouts at Brighton Speedway
on June 17 and Cornwall Motor
Speedway on June 18.

Shane Clanton Tames
Tazewell

TAZWELL, TN - Shane Clanton
proved he is bad fast and fearless
as the 31-degree banking at
Tazewell Speedway didn't hold him
back from leading all 50-laps of the
Ray Varner 50 in order to land his
third Series win of the season.

"We were just buying our time
waiting for the checker flag to come
out," said Clanton. "Our car has

been working real good the past
month and that just shows what
hard work that Penske and Ronny
Crooks, Aaron and Nick and all of
them guys have done to get me
back on top here."

Clanton's win broke the two-year
streak of Tennessee top-guns over-
taking the Outlaws at the third-mile
but Jimmy Owens was looking to
carry on the tradition. Owens
landed fast-time and a heat win be-
fore unfortunately drawing a sixth
place start in the feature. After
steadily passing three cars, Owens
passed Ricky Weiss on lap 40 for
the second position. After an un-
successful effort to reel in the lap-
leader, Owens finished in second 

(Continued Next Page)
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Raceway

Brandon Sheppard raced his way to victory lane at Senioa Raceway when the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Models visited for the first time. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

and Weiss rounded
out the podium.

"We had an awe-
some race car tonight
the track just kind of
locked down a little
quicker than we
needed it to," said
Owens. "I would've
liked to see what we
had for Shane there if
we could've gotten to
race a little more but
he had a good car.
He's been good for a
while so congratula-
tions to Shane and his

crew and I'm glad that we get to
come home with a good second
place finish."

Fan-Driver Interactive
Events Kick Off the

11th Annual
Firecracker 100

CONCORD, NC - The Fire-
cracker 100 at Lernerville Speed-
way is an event that the World of
Outlaw Craftsman® Late Model
Series' drivers, officials and fans
look forward to every season. The
11th annual Firecracker 100, on
June 22-24, continues the tradition
of three days of racing and three
times the party with three feature
races as well as an array of events
that allow for fans to interact with
the drivers.

"The event is more like a Wood-
stock for race fans," said Pennsyl-
vania-native and series-veteran,
Rick Eckert. "Fans have a really
good time while racing is going on
and when it's not. It's all about the
driver-fan interaction for three days
straight. It's pretty cool. Even when
the Feature ends on the first two
nights they have a band that plays
afterwards. It's like never ends
even after the racing is over."

The Firecracker offers five main
events for driver-fan interaction in-
cluding a horseshoe and corn hole
tournament, kickball game, an au-
tograph session, and a driver mem-
orabilia raffle-ticket auction. All
proceeds from the events will be
contributed to the Jeff Gordon
Foundation benefitting childhood
cancer. There will also be two free
concerts after the 30-lap features
on Thursday and Friday.

"The Firecracker has gotten to
be a big event now rather than just
a big race," said Shane Clanton.
"Every year we enjoy playing
horseshoes, the kickball game and
all of the events that they put on for
the drivers to interact with the fans.

The fans have made this event
what it is. They get just as involved
in the competition as we do. Being
there all weekend long makes it a
pretty special event."

Eckert and Clanton participated
in the inaugural Firecracker 100 in
2007 when the event was only a
two-day show and have seen the
field of cars, level of competition
and fan attendance grow over time.

"It surely has grown fan-wise,"
said Eckert. "It's pretty amazing.
The fans pack that place in there
and they get all kinds of campers in
there. As a driver, you want to run
good all of the time, but you always
want to win when the most people
are there. On Saturday night the
fans come out of the woodwork. It's
an awesome place to win at."

Eckert won the Firecracker in
2015 after he fought off a late-race
challenge from Shane Clanton. He
is also the only Pennsylvania driver
to ever win the 100-lap event.

"It's a pretty cool atmosphere
because the fans aren't far away
from Victory Lane," said Eckert.
"They put the stage right there in
front of everyone and you can hear
the fans yelling as you're pulling up.
I was happy I was able to win a
race like that in my home state."

Clanton has also had success at
Lernerville Speedway and has
since been pegged as an adopted
home state hero. Clanton's father-
in-law, Ron Davies, was a suc-
cessful Dirt Late Model driver
based out of Warren, PA, and his
fans have adopted the Georgia
Bulldog as one of their own.

"At the time, it was my second
biggest win of my career," said
Clanton.

"It's emotional when you see all
of the fans yelling for you and they
congratulate you. Anytime you can
win a big race it is special but when
you have that many fans in one
place it's pretty special."

In 2010 Clanton won the Fire-
cracker, 2015 he won the Working

Man, and in the last two years he
has appeared in the top-10 seven
out of his past nine appearances at
the high-banked 4/10-mile.

"For so many years that place
eluded me, or just that place never
was kind to me, and I guess in
2010 when I won it was like man I
got that monkey off my back and I
can win here. Hopefully we can do
that again this year."

Outlaws Head North
To Ontario

CONCORD, NC - The World of
Outlaws Craftsman® Late Model
Series will be true invaders next
month when the series crosses the
border for Canadian stops in On-
tario at Brighton Speedway and
Cornwall Motor Speedway on June
17 and 18. It will be the only time
the Series stops this season in
Canada. 

The Outlaws have raced twice at
Brighton, in 2013 and in 2015. This
year's visit to the track for the Mud
Slingin' 50 is a highlight of the
track's 50th anniversary season,
said track owner/promoter Mark Ri-
naldi.

"There's events we're doing all
year long to help honor the people
who made Brighton Speedway
what it is today," Rinaldi said. "The
Outlaws are certainly a part of it
and I'm happy that everything
worked out that we could put them
on the schedule this year for our
50th anniversary along with all the
other special events."

The Series visits the 1/3-mile
Canadian track every other sea-
son, which leaves fans excited for
the Outlaws return. As the June
date draws closer, the energy for
the event continues to build.  

"Every second year people sort
of anticipate it and everybody is al-
ways waiting for us to make the an-
nouncement that they're coming
back," Rinaldi said. "It's definitely
building momentum as we get

closer to the date. You can tell the
people are excited."

A number of new stars - includ-
ing most recent winners 22-year-
old Devin Moran and 24-year-old
Brandon Sheppard - together with
veteran racers like Shane Clanton,
Rick Eckert, Chris Madden and
Chub Frank, will compete in the
Canadian events. Josh Richards
and Darrell Lanigan won the previ-
ous Outlaw visits to Brighton, but
fans will be cheering equally for
their favorite Outlaw drivers and
local heroes.

Phil Potts and Charlie Sander-
cock, Brighton's past two Late
Model track champions, are eager
to take on Late Model racing's best
when the Outlaws roll into town for
the weekend. 

"I'm definitely looking forward to
it especially after the last couple of
seasons we've had where we've
learned a bunch more and gained a
bunch more knowledge," Sander-
cock said. "I'm looking forward to
taking on the best in the business
at our home track to see what we
can do."

Potts echoed Sandercock's sen-
timent. The Outlaw visit is always
among the first races circled on the
calendar for the Brighton native. 

"The superstars of Late Model
racing are coming to our backyard,
which is so cool," Potts said.
"These guys can drive and their
cars are 900 horsepower. They're
turning around our little track at un-
real speeds."

The Outlaws have typically en-
joyed their trips to Brighton every
second season. The fast clay oval
has a smooth surface with multiple
grooves that allows for side by side
racing. 

Following the stop at Brighton,
the Outlaws will travel east to Corn-
wall the next night for another
$10,000 to win shootout. This
year's event will be the fifth race for
the Series at Cornwall, where
Richards has two wins along with
victories by Lanigan and Steve
Francis. The track is often only host
to Late Models once per season,
which makes the Outlaw visit pop-
ular with some of Ontario's most
diehard race fans.

Advanced reserved tickets for
the World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series Mud Slingin' 50
at Brighton Speedway on June 17
are available online by clicking here
or by calling (613) 475-1102.

Fans who purchase tickets prior
to June 5 will receive a FREE Fan
Pit Pass upgrade.

Cornwall Motor Speedway tick-
ets are general admission and
available at the track on race day.
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Shane Clanton celebrates in victory lane at Tazwell Speedway
after leading all 50 laps for the win. (Michael Moats photo)



ELDON, MO -
Leading all by one lap
in the return of the
Speedway Motors
ASCS Warrior Region
presented by Impact
Signs, Awnings, and
Wraps to Lake Ozark
Speedway, Sedalia's
Jonathan Cornell was
unstoppable in his
pursuit of victory.

Career win No. 33
for Cornell with the ASCS Warrior
Region, the victory is Jonathan's
second on the season following a
win last Sunday at Double X
Speedway.

Taking the green from the third
starting spot, Cornell picked the
lead away from Danny Thoman on
Lap 2 following a red on the open-
ing circuit for Dustin Barks. Green
the remainder of the A-Feature,
Cornell was followed to the stripe
by Randy Martin with Tony Bruce,
Jr. bringing the Smith Racing No.
86 home third. Evan Martin was
fourth with Miles Paulus fifth after
starting 14th on the field.

Missouri's Zach Davis sixth, was
followed by Jay Russell who
climbed to seventh from 13th. Tyler
Blank in eighth was the last car on
the lead lap. Taylor Walton and
Danny Thoman made up the top-
ten.

The Speedway Motors ASCS
Warrior Region presented by Im-
pact Signs, Awnings, and Wraps is
back at it on Friday, June 9 at U.S.
36 Raceway in Cameron, Mo. and
Saturday, June 10 at Valley Speed-
way in Grain Valley, Mo.

For continued updates on the
American Sprint Car Series, from
the National Tour to any of the
seven regional tours that make up
the over 150 races across the
ASCS Nation, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com.

Eric Lutz Sweeps
ASCS Frontier

Opening Weekend
With Gillette Victory
GILLETTE, WY - First trip to

Gillette Thunder Speedway was
not an issue for Eric Lutz, who won
Saturday's feature event to com-
plete the sweep of the 2017 season
opening weekend with the Brodix
ASCS Frontier Region.

Banking his second career vic-

tory with the Brodix ASCS Frontier
Region, Lutz led start-to-finish on
Saturday night. Normally 25 laps,
the feature was cut down to 20 due
to circumstances beyond anyone's
control that caused delays in the
program. A thank you is in order to
the staff of the Gillette Thunder
Speedway for working to rearrange
the running order to get the ASCS
feature done first.

"I liked it. It was a lot of fun," Lutz
said of the track. "We stuck to the
bottom. As the race went on the
middle came in and it sealed it for
us. The car just got better."

Lutz told fans in Rod End Sup-
ply Victory Lane that, even though
he lives on the far east end of
South Dakota, he'd like to come
back to race at the three-eighths
mile clay oval in Gillette in the fu-
ture along with Black Hills Speed-
way in Rapid City, S. Dakota.

"We'll fit it in when we can. We
want to come back," Lutz said. "We
got to meet a lot of new people and
new fans. It's always fun to see
new things."

Anderson, from Spearfish, S.D.
finished second aboard his own
No. 9a after running in that position
throughout the event. D.J. Brink
had an podium weekend with a
third place effort aboard the SMAC
Motorsports No. 75. For the second
straight night, it was South Dakota
drivers that took home win, place,
and show.

Montana's Damon McCune and
Rich Martin of Cheyenne, Wyo.
raced throughout the event with
McCune managing to best Martin
for fourth. Martin came across the

line fifth. Roger Cummings finished
sixth ahead of New Powers and
David Hoiness, who both had to
come from the rear of the field after
earlier mishaps. Eric Flatmoe, who
started on the pole, and Shad Pe-
tersen rounded out the top-ten.

The series returns to action on
Friday, June 9 with the first of five
events at Gallatin Speedway in Bel-
grade, Mont. More information on
the ASCS Frontier Region, National
Tour and other ASCS regional
tours, including schedules and re-
sults, can be found onine at asc-
sracing.com. You can also find the
series on Facebook.

Lutz Notches ASCS
Frontier Victory At

Black Hills Speedway
RAPID CITY, SD - Eric Lutz was

wanting to do something a little dif-
ferent from the usual, so he went
west. The move paid off as he took

the win in Friday's season opening
event with the Brodix ASCS Fron-
tier Region at Black Hills Speed-
way. Opening weekend for the
ASCS Frontier Region provided the
opportunity to face some different
competition. The win comes in his
second visit to the Rapid City half-
mile.

Driving his own No. 5 Maxim,
Lutz worked around Clint Anderson
for the lead early in the 25-lap fea-
ture after starting outside the front
row. He then held off a determined
D.J. Brink to take the victory, his
first with the Frontier Region.

"We learned the layout of the
place the first time we were here,
and we learned a bit of what not to
do," said Lutz. "We used some of
that experience tonight, and we're
basically learning to race against
different racers and gain some ex-
perience."

Lutz's machine was on par with
most others in Turns 1 and 2, but
was superior to most others using
the bottom of the track in Turns 3
and 4. He used that to make the
move on Anderson.

"Clint was better in one and two,
but we found the bottom in three
and four and it really helped us,"
commented Lutz.

Anderson eventually dropped
out with mechanical issues.

Brink, who finished second in
the ASCS Frontier Region point
standings last year, made a num-
ber of runs at Lutz, but simply ran
out of laps.

"We were close. The car got a
lot better at the end of race, for
sure," commented Brink. "I had that
run off of 3 and 4 on the last lap.
One or two more laps might have
been a difference, but Eric was 

(Continued Next Page)
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With ASCS Warrior at Lake
Ozark Speedway

Jonathan Cornell (center) celebrates his win at Lake Ozark Speed-
way along with second place finisher Randy Martin (left) and third
place finisher Tony Bruce Jr. (right). (ASCS photo)

Eric Lutz celebrates in victory lane at Black Hills Speedway. He
would win at Gillette Thunder Speedway the next night, sweeping
the weekend events for the Frontier Region. (ASCS photo)
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very consistent. He's a
good driver."

Ned Powers
placed third to make it
all South Dakota
podium. David Hoi-
ness, from Billings,
was able to hold off
Helena, Montana's Tr-
ever Kirkland, who
had one of the better
runs in feature after
starting 11th on the
grid.

Rich Martin, Eric
Flatmoe, Mark
Chisholm, Shad Pe-

tersen and Robert DeHaan com-
pleted the Top 10.

A field of 20 was on hand Friday
at Black Hills Speedway. The se-
ries will return to the Rapid City
oval on Friday and Saturday, July
14 and 15, along with the Lucas Oil
ASCS National Tour.

Bridges Awarded
ASCS Southern

Outlaw Sprint Victory
at Toccoa Raceway
TOCCOA, GA - Ten years after

winning the with the former ASCS
Southern Region, North Carolina's
Johnny Bridges picked up his fifth
career ASCS Regional victory, and
first with the Lucas Oil ASCS
Southern Outlaw Sprints at Toccoa
Raceway on Saturday night.

While the No. 07 actually made
to the checkered flag runner-up to
Scott Hunter, the fellow North Car-
olina shoe was unfortunately dis-
qualified during post-race tech due
to the intake stacks on the engine
not being in compliance with the
rules of the American Sprint Car
Series.

Advancing Bridges to the top of
the roster, the runner-up spot was
awarded to Michael Miller with
Shane Morgan third. Despite a bro-
ken right rear shock and jacobs
ladder, Tennessee's Brian Bell
pulled off an impressive fourth
place finish with Lane Whittington
completing the top-five.

Tristan Lee was sixth with Nick
Snyder, Brandon Blenden, Clint
Weiss, and Brandon Taylor making
up the top-ten.

The Lucas Oil ASCS Southern
Outlaw Sprints are back on track
with the series going head-to-head
with the Griffith Truck and Equip-
ment ASCS Gulf South Region on
Friday, June 16 at Bronco Motor
Speedway and Saturday, June 17
at Battleground Speedway.

Ray Allen Kulhanek
Picks Up Another
One With ASCS

Gulf South at Cotton
Bowl Speedway

PAIGE, TX - Able to outrun
Mother Nature, Ray Allen Kulhanek
put his No. 21t in Victory Lane for
the second time in 2017 with a tri-
umph coming at Cotton Bowl
Speedway on Saturday night with
the Griffith Truck and Equipment
ASCS Gulf South Region.

Coming from eighth to win, Kul-
hanek's 24th ASCS Gulf South tri-
umph padded his advantage in the
2017 driver standings to 136 mark-
ers over Zane Lawrence.

Racing from fifth, Dustin Gates
earned second with Skylar Gee
third. Losing an engine as he
crossed the state/finish line, Zane
Lawrence grabbed fourth with
Scottie McDonald fifth. Jacob

Lucas, from 10th, crossed sixth
with Martin Edwards seventh.

Making the trip from Australia,
Chris Soloman was eighth from
17th. Brandie Jass and Bobby
Barksdale made up the top-ten.

The Griffith Truck and Equip-

ment ASCS Gulf South Region is
back on track again on Friday, June
16 at Bronco Motor Speedway and
Saturday, June 17 at Battleground
Speedway as the series takes on
the Lucas Oil ASCS Southern Out-
law Sprints.
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MERCER, PA -
Using a late caution to
his advantage to out-
run Indiana native
Parker Price-Miller, Al-
vada, Ohioʼs Chad
Kemenah drove on to
score his second Arc-
tic Cat All Star Circuit
of Champions main
event victory of the

2017 season, this time earning
$5,000 at the Mercer Raceway
Park in Mercer, Pennsylvania. For
Kemenah, who led 29 of the 30 cir-
cuits at the Mercer County short
track, it was his 32nd appearance
in Arctic Cat All Star victory lane;
his second at Mercer Raceway
Park during the last two seasons. 

“This was an important win for
us tonight,” Chad Kemenah ex-
plained. “Hopefully we can use this
to our advantage and continue to
build some positive momentum. Iʼm
proud of everyone on this team. My
brother busts his butt and always
gives me a great car. Rob Hunter
provides us with the best equip-
ment to make all of this possible.
Weʼll move on and try to do it again
next weekend.” 

Chad Kemenah, who started
from the outside-pole position, took
command at the drop of the initial
green flag with Parker Price-Miller
and the “Steel City Outlaw” Tim

Shaffer in tow. The defending Arctic
Cat All Star champion maintained
the top spot for the first 17 circuits,
surviving one restart after a caution
on lap seven, as well as periods of
heavy traffic and tight racing just
before the midpoint of the 30-lap
program. 

Kemenahʼs first and only chal-
lenge for the top spot occurred on
lap 18 when Kokomo, Indianaʼs
Parker Price-Miller pressured the
driver of the familiar Hunter Racing
entry, eventually driving around Ke-
menah through turns three and four
to officially lead the 18th circuit.

Price-Millerʼs campaign at the front
of the field was short lived, driving
off of the edge of the backstretch
which allowed Kemenah to drive
underneath the recent World of
Outlaws winner to regain command
on lap 19.

“I kinda got a little too high com-
ing off of [ turn two] and drove off of
the edge,” Parker Price-Miller ex-
plained. “Iʼm a little disappointed,
but Iʼm still proud of what we ac-
complished. All in all, it was a great
weekend for us. Weʼre going to
keep plugging away and work to
get one of these All Star wins
soon.” 

One final caution on lap 23
halted the feature field, once again
giving Kemenah an open track to
navigate. Despite one final surge
by Parker Price-Miller during the
final two circuits as the

(Continued Next Page)

Ray Allen Kulhanek raced his way to victory lane at Cotton Bowl
Speedway for his second win of the season. (Manvel Motorsports
photo)
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Cat All Star Visit to Western
Pennsylvania with Victory
at Mercer Raceway Park

Chad Kemenah (center) celebrates his win at Mercer Raceway
along with second place finisher Price-Parker Miller (left) and third
place finisher Tim Shaffer (right). (Paul Arch photo)
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front-runners reached
traffic, Kemenah held
on strong, crossing
under the final check-
ers nearly eight car
lengths ahead of the
field. Price-Miller held
on to finish second,
followed by Tim Shaf-
fer, Jack Sodeman, Jr.
and Ryan Smith. 

“I felt pretty confi-
dent that we would get
Parker [Price-Miller]
back after he got
around us,” Kemenah
explained. “It worked

out for the best.”
Tony Stewartʼs Arctic Cat All Star

Circuit of Champions will continue
the 2017 season on Friday through
Sunday, June 9-11, with three
events in three days throughout
areas of Illinois and Iowa. “Amer-
icaʼs Series” will ignite their Mid-
west road trip with a second-ever
visit to the Lincoln Speedway in
Lincoln, Illinois, on Friday, June 9. 

Less than an hour down the
highway, Macon Speedway in
Macon, Illinois, will host the Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
for the first time since 2004 on Sat-
urday evening, June 10. The
“Worldʼs Fastest 1/5-Mile Clay
Oval” has hosted the Arctic Cat All
Stars on seven separate occasions
since the Series first visited Macon,
Illinois, on June 3, 1981. 

The Arctic Cat All Stars will con-
clude their swing through the Mid-
west on Sunday, June 11, with a
visit to “Godʼs Country,” attempting
to tame 34 Raceway in West
Burlington, Iowa, for only the sec-
ond time in Series history. National
Sprint Car Hall of Fame inductee
Kenny Jacobs is the first and only
Arctic Cat All Star winner at 34
Raceway, taking the checkers on
May 31, 1998. 

Those seeking additional news
and notes regarding the upcoming
visits to Lincoln Speedway, Macon
Speedway and 34 Raceway should
visit each facility live on the Web at
www. l incolnspeedwayi l .com,
www.maconracing.com and
www.34raceway.com.

Wagner Holds Off
Holtgraver For

First-Ever Arctic Cat
All Star Win

SARVER, PA - For the first time
in his young career, Logan Wagner
is a main event winner with the Arc-
tic Cat All Star Circuit of Champi-
ons, this time holding off a former

Lernerville Speedway track cham-
pion, as well as the defending Arc-
tic Cat All Star champion, for a
$5,000 top prize. The Harrisonville,
Pennsylvania, native started from
the pole position and led all 30 cir-
cuits on Friday evening, June 2, at
Lernerville Speedway, crossing
under the final checkers nearly
three seconds ahead of the com-
petition. “Downtown” Danny Holt-
graver crossed under the flagstand
behind Wagner, followed by Chad
Kemenah, Cole Duncan and Tim
Shaffer.

“I canʼt even put tonight into
words,” Logan Wagner explained in
Lernerville Speedway victory lane.
“I gotta thank everyone that helps
me out. My dad, especially, who
does so much for me and my ca-
reer. I didnʼt think I was really that
good tonight, but I was good
enough to win and that is all that
matters. This is amazing.”

Wagner took command at the
drop of the initial green flag and im-
mediately opened his advantage,
stretching his lead to nearly two
seconds by lap 10, ultimately push-
ing that margin to nearly three sec-
onds during other segments of the
main event. 

A total of four cautions, three
during the first 11 circuits, halted
feature competition during the 30-
lapper, and despite all four creating
the potential for a takeover attempt,
the clean air and open race track
proved to be nothing more than an
advantage for Logan Wagner. Even
when traffic came into play during
the midpoint of the main event, as
well as during the last six circuits,
Wagnerʼs preferred line around the
thin, top edge of the speedway al-
lowed for the most momentum.

“I just knew I had to run [turn
one] the best that I could without

getting up over the edge,” Wagner
said in victory lane. “I know I went
over the backstretch three or four
times tonight. I was really tight
through turns three and four, so I
had to muscle my way around
there. But I was able to really capi-
talize in turns one and two.”

Danny Holtgraver, Ryan Smith,
Chad Kemenah and Cole Duncan
each made their presence known
with heated battles for the remain-
ing positions inside the top-five.
Holtgraver, the main eventʼs sev-
enth starter who was making his
first Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions appearance of the sea-
son, solidified the runner-up posi-
tion on lap 21, ending a near-ten
lap battle with Hunter Racing's
Chad Kemenah.

“It feels good to be back in a
sprint car,” Danny Holtgraver ex-
plained. “We havenʼt raced that
much this year, but when we do
plan to race, we plan to have fun
and work for results like this.
Tonight was a lot of fun.”

Mansfield Will Host
Double Arctic Cat
All Star Features

MANSFIELD, OH - With Mans-
field Motor Speedwayʼs inaugural
Memorial Classic featuring the Arc-
tic Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
washed away just before A-main
competition could take to the racing
surface, Arctic Cat All Star and
Mansfield Motor Speedway officials
were forced to delay the 30-lap,
$5,000-to-win program. After much
consideration, officials associated
with both parties decided to post-
pone the main event until Friday,
October 13; the night before the
Arctic Cat All Star season finale at
Eldora Speedway in Rossburg,

Ohio. 
In addition to the make-up fea-

ture, the Arctic Cat All Star Circuit
of Champions will take part in a
second, complete program on Oc-
tober 13, also awarding a $5,000
top prize, as well as full points to-
ward the 2017 Arctic Cat All Star
championship. The second Arctic
Cat All Star program, complete with
qualifying time trials, heat races
and respective mains, will be open
to all competitors, but only the 24
drivers qualified for the postponed
main event will have the opportu-
nity to participate in the make-up
feature. Alternates may be eligible,
which will be based upon the B-
main finishing order from May 28,
but only if one or more of the 24
starters are not present. 

“I want to thank the Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions for work-
ing so well with us in finding a suit-
able rain date,” Cody Sommer
explained, Mansfield Motor Speed-
way promoter.

“Although most of the event on
May 28 was complete, we felt it
would be best for fans to return to
Mansfield and see an entire show,
as well as the make-up feature. To
have the Series back during their
final weekend of competition, and
to have the opportunity to show-
case two features on the same
evening, is very exciting for every-
one involved. This doubleheader
will kick-off a major weekend of rac-
ing in Ohio.”

With a second, full program now
on tap, fans will have to purchase
a new ticket to gain access on Oc-
tober 13, but will be eligible for a
discount if a ticket from May 28 is
presented; one discount per ticket.
Additional information regarding
ticket pricing and reserved seating
will be released in the coming
weeks via social media and online
at www.mansfieldmotorspeed-
way.com. 

With the season finale nearly
five months away, the Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions will first
turn their attention toward a pair of
programs in Western Pennsylva-
nia, visiting Lernerville Speedway
and Mercer Raceway Park on Fri-
day and Saturday, June 2-3, re-
spectively. Those who can not
attend the upcoming Arctic Cat All
Star events in Western Pennsylva-
nia are invited to watch online via
Speed Shift TV at  www.speed-
shifttv.com. A live pay-per-view in-
ternet broadcast will be conducted
and available for purchase starting
at $24.95. Those seeking addi-
tional information should contact
Speed Shift TV by email at
help@speedshifttv.com.
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Logan Wagner celebrates his first-ever win with the Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions in victory lane at Lernerville Speedway.
(Paul Arch photo)



Kingsport
Speedway

KINGSPORT, TN -
Following a rainy
spring around North-
east Tennessee that
has forced Kingsport
Speedway manage-
ment to cancel several
events due to in-
clement weather,
beautiful sunny skies
with temperature in the
low 80s greeted race
fans upon arrival Fri-
day evening in the
Model City.

With twin features
scheduled for the headlining
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries Late Model Stock Car division,
Kres VanDyke of Abingdon, Va.,
pulled off the clean sweep in win-
ning both races. VanDyke not only
got to celebrate twice in victory
lane, but with the two wins it al-
lowed him to pad his points lead. 

“We race to win, and we com-
pete to hopefully win a track cham-
pionship – itʼs just that plain and
simple,” said VanDyke while stand-
ing at back of his hauler in the pits
following the night of racing at
Kingsport Speedway. “We want to
take home trophies and for brag-
ging rights, get the feature winnerʼs
sticker to place on the car. 

“Our focus during the week back
at the race shop preparing the car
for the next event is, pay very close
attention to making sure youʼve
checked every key component of
the car. Thatʼs really the whole
deal, if youʼre going to contend for
race wins. Donʼt overlook anything
in your maintenance program, and
then come race night just give it
your total best effort.”

VanDyke set fast-time in pole
qualifying at 15.162 seconds, with
Zeke Shell timing-in at 15.178. 

On the start Shell got advantage
over VanDyke, but caution waved
on lap 4 when Adam Gray got
loose in the corner turning side-
ways. With nowhere to go, Austin
Peters ran up over left-front of
Grayʼs car getting airtime. Grayʼs
race ended prematurely, while Pe-
ters was able to continue.

On the ensuing double-file
restart, Shell and VanDyke raced
hard for the lead before Shell
moved ahead. Behind them Nik
Williams, Wayne Hale, Robbie Fer-
guson, Nate Monteith, Joey Trent,
Peters and Derek Lane were bat-
tling for position. With the feature
being just 35 laps in distance, itʼs
basically a sprint race where you
“go hard” from the green flag to

checkered flag.
With Shell riding out front,

VanDyke was glued to his rear
bumper and on several occasions
sneaking peeks to the inside racing
up off the corners. As laps were
winding down, VanDyke stepped
up the pressure in trying to work his
way past Shell for the lead. Finally
getting a good run to pull alongside
Shell, they battled for the lead –
and ultimately – the race win.

While Shell was running the high
line and VanDyke on the bottom,
on lap 32 Shell spun to bring the
caution out, ending a strong run up
front. Poised for a three-lap
shootout to the finish, VanDyke
went on to capture the victory over
Williams, Ferguson, Trent and
Monteith.

Completing the top 10 finishers
were Peters, Lane, Shell, Darin Sil-
ver and David Strong.

The top eight finishers from the
first race were inverted for the sec-
ond 35-lap feature, placing Shell
and Lane on the front row. Shell
powered out into the lead at start
over Lane, Peters, Trent and Fer-
guson. Trent passed Peters for the
third spot on lap 3 racing off the
fourth turn.

Meanwhile beginning to make a
charge forward was VanDyke, as
he around Monteith and Williams to
close to fifth-running Ferguson on
lap 8. Trent worked his way under
Lane for second place on lap 10
racing off the fourth turn, and just
one circuit later racing up off (turn)
two, VanDyke got by Peters to take
over the fourth spot.

Lane lost his grip on third when
VanDyke passed him for position
as they raced off into the first turn
on lap 14. Next ahead was second-
running Trent and VanDyke worked
his way past him racing off the
fourth turn on lap 17, setting his
sights ahead on leader Shell. 

With Shell holding a seven car
length advantage over the hard-
charging VanDyke, the last thing he
wanted to see was a late race cau-
tion. Unfortunately for Shell, thatʼs
what happened when Strong spun
between turns three and four on lap
30.

For the double-file restart Shell
chose the outside line, leaving
VanDyke the inside as the race
went back green. They ran side-by-
side for two laps before VanDyke
driving the Food City/Gripp Energy
Drink/Italian Village of
Kingsport/JJʼs Sports Bar &
Restaurant of Abingdon, Va./Mod-
ern Chevrolet of Honaker,
Va./Burger King/Service Fuel/No.
15 Chevrolet SS moved into the
lead, and he held on to narrowly

win by .582 seconds over Shell.
Finishing third through fifth, re-
spectively, were Trent, Lane and
Ferguson.

Completing the top 10 finishers
were Williams, Monteith, Hale, Rick
Pannell and Gray. 

“We had a really good race car
tonight,” VanDyke stated. “We set
fast-time in qualifying and battled
with Zeke (Shell) for the lead in the
early going of the first feature. He
got the lead but we stayed right on
his rear (bumper) and had a really
good race there with the laps wind-
ing down for the win. With him spin-
ning as only a couple of laps
remained, we were able to get the
victory. Due to the top eight finish-
ers being inverted from the first
race, that meant we really had our
work cut out if we were going to win
the second race. With Zeke (Shell)
finishing eighth in the opener, he
had the pole starting position for
the second 35-lapper. 

“Several good cars were ahead
of me and I really felt like I would be
able to work my way to the front,
but I just had to be patient in the
early laps with the field bunched so
tightly together. After finally being
able to get to second place, to be
honest I didnʼt think Iʼd be able to
close in on Shell because not
enough laps remained. We caught
a lucky break with the car spinning
with only five laps left, and then off
the restart we were able to get out
into the lead and go on for the vic-
tory. Itʼs awesome getting the two
wins, but in winning both races it
really helped us out points-wise,
too. I want to thank all of the spon-
sors onboard with us this year,
along with the support of my wife
(Erin VanDyke, parents (Bayne and
Peggy VanDyke), and the crew –
Dinky Torbett, Jeremy Hughes,
Chris Barbour, Jeremy Draughn,
Jay Swecker and Jarrett Davis.”

(Continued on next page…)
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Kress VanDyke was more than happy to visit Kingsport Speed-
wayʼs victory lane twice after winning the twin Late Model Stock
features Friday night. (DREW HIERWARTER photo)



(Continued…)

Kevin Wolfe and
Royce Peters en-
gaged in battle for the
lead racing door-to-
door over the opening
laps of the Modified
Street feature, swap-
ping paint on occa-
sions, before Wolfe
spun between turns
one and two to bring
the caution flag out. 

For the double-file
restart, Peters and
Jared Broadbent
brought the field back
up to speed from the

front row. The duo raced side-by-
side for 12 laps, putting on a driv-
ing exhibition, before Peters moved
into the lead on lap 22. Peters, from
Kingsport, went on to capture his
second consecutive and third over-
all victory this season over Broad-
bent, Wolfe, David Brown and
Rusty Clendenin.

Billy Ketron jumped out to lead
at start of the 30-lap Pure 4 feature
over William Hale and Brandon
Sutherland, but caution waved
quickly on the second lap for a mul-
ticar incident between turns one
and two involving Craig Phelps,
Ben Barker, Kevin Darnell, Alexcia
Ray and Cody Curtis. 

Back under green the racing
was intense, with cars running two-
and three-wide jockeying for real
estate. Billy Ketron was on the
point followed by Sutherland and
John Ketron, with Kenny Absher,
Jason Ketron and Billy Byington in
the mix. John Ketron got around
Sutherland for second place on lap
6, with Absher working his way past
Sutherland for the third spot just
one circuit later.

During a long green flag run, the
elder Ketron (John) passed son
Billy for the lead and once out front,
Billy had his hands full trying to
keep Absher behind him. John
Ketron, from Kingsport, went on to
capture his second win on the sea-
son over Billy Ketron, Absher, By-
ington and Jason Ketron. …
Absher and Billy Ketron entered the
night of racing tied atop the point
standings, and with the runner-up
finish, Billy now holds a one-point
advantage over the veteran Ab-
sher.

Defending Mod 4 track cham-
pion Kevin Canter had won all four
races this season, but David Brown
of Abingdon, Va., had been knock-
ing on the door with two second-
place efforts. Canter grabbed the
lead from Billy Duty on the third lap
and rode out front until Brown got

around him for the lead with eight
laps remaining, and once out front
Brown would not be denied his first
victory of the season. Brown was
trailed at the finish by Canter, Kirby
Gobble, Duty and Jerry Miller.

The trio of Doug Austin, Jamie
Meadows and Jay Swecker paced
the field throughout the 25-lap Pure
Street feature, with Austin taking
the apparent victory. But his car did
not pass post-race technical in-
spection, thus Meadows, from
Castlewood, Va., was awarded the
win followed by Swecker, Peter
Alley, Bobby Talbert and Jeremy
Draughn.

Kingsport Speedway takes next
Friday (June 9) off, before returning
to action on June 16 with Racers
Reunion Night when several driv-
ers from the past will gather to
meet fans.

Volunteer Speedway
BULLS GAP, TN - Volunteer

Speedway held an exciting five di-
vision racing program Saturday
night with Chase King of Seymour
winning the Steel Head Late Model
feature, while Gary Crittenden of
Mohawk captured his first-ever
Crate Late Model victory at “The
Gap.” 

Heath Alvey of Dandridge
recorded the Sportsman Late
Model victory, while Wayne Rader
of Parrottsville won in Modified
Street, with Richie Overholser of
Corryton winning the Classic fea-
ture.

Chase King set fast-time in Steel
Head Late Model qualifying at
13.306 seconds to earn the pole
position for the 30-lap main event.
King and John Tweed led the 18-
car field to green from the front row,
and working the second lap a mul-
ticar wreck between turns one and
two collected Tweed, Jason Tram-
mell, Clyde Overholt and Josh
Fields, eliminating each with dam-
age.

Going back green off the restart,
King smashed the loud pedal to
power out ahead over Trevor Sise,
Greg Estes, Jason Cardwell and
Bobby Mays. While King was put-
ting some distance between his
machine and closest challengers,
the battle behind him involving
Sise, Estes, Cardwell, Mays, Austin
Neely, Layne Clifton and Chris
Chandler was intense.

Seeing both Estes and Cardwell
were running either on the bottom
or through middle of the corners,
Mays decided to move up the
banking in an attempt to get around
them. The decision proved to be a
good one for Mays, as he rolled in
on the high side racing into the third

turn on lap 10 and passed first
Cardwell and then Estes on the
outside to move into third in the
running order. But just six circuits
later, Mays suddenly slowed with a
flat left-rear tire to bring the caution
out, thus erasing Kingʼs command-
ing advantage over Sise.

Back under green racing condi-
tions, King was up-on-the-wheel
hustling his ride around the high
banks, once again pulling away
leading Sise and Cardwell. The 24-
year-old King would go on to cap-
ture his second straight Steel Head
Late Model victory over Sise, Card-
well, Henry and Estes.

Adam Tolliver laid down the
fastest time in Crate Late Model
qualifying at 13.758 to earn pole
position for the 30-lap feature, but
Crittenden rocketed out to the lead
at drop of the green flag over Tol-
liver and Tim Byrd. Fighting an ill-
handling ride, Tolliver began to lose
positions as Byrd, Ross White and
Josh Henry quickly got by him.
Caution waved on lap 8 when Tol-
liver spun in the fourth turn.

Off the restart Crittenden pow-
ered back out ahead leading White
and Byrd. While Crittenden was
hooked-up-and-hauling out front in
putting real estate over his closest
challengers, the battle for position
in the top five was heated. Henry
worked his way around Byrd for
third on lap 12, and Greg Huskey
passed Byrd to take over the fourth
spot on lap 17. 

But there would be no denying
Crittenden his first-ever win at Vol-
unteer Speedway as he cruised to
victory over White, Henry, Huskey
and Byrd.

Guinn was fastest in Sportsman
Late Model qualifying at 13.746 to
earn pole position for the 20-lap
feature. Guinn and Zach Sise bat-
tled over the opening two circuits
side-by-side for the lead, and as

they raced off the second corner
they tangled on the backstretch
with Guinn slamming hard into the
inside wall. With Guinnʼs race end-
ing prematurely hooked to the
wrecker hauling him back into the
pits, Sise was sent to the rear of the
field for restart.

Chris Coffey inherited the lead,
followed by Heath Alvey, Floyd
Self, Tyler Smith and Jason Size-
more. Back under green and Cof-
fey had Alvey glued to his rear
bumper in battle for the lead, but
making a charge from the back to-
wards the front was Sise.

Alvey kept sticking nose of his
car under Coffey racing up off the
corners, but lap-after-lap Coffey
held off Alveyʼs advances. But rac-
ing down the backstretch into the
third turn on lap 14, Coffey got out
of shape up high in the banking ex-
iting the fourth turn and Coffey
passed him for the lead and never
looked back on the way to record-
ing his division-leading third feature
win over Coffey, Sise, Self and
Sizemore.

Rader was quickest in Modified
Street qualifying at 14.718, and
along with fellow front-row starter
Brett Miller they led the 16-car field
to green. Miller grabbed lead over
Rader, Shannon Emery, Brad
Davis and Austin Atkins back
around at the stripe completing the
opening lap, with Chris Rickett, Jef-
frey Melton, Michael Woods and
Parker Estes making it a nine-car
battle for position.

Miller was being pressured for
the lead by Rader on each lap as
they raced off the corner down the
straightway, while behind them
Atkins got around Davis for the
fourth spot on lap 4 between turns
one and two. Woods spun in the
fourth turn on lap 8 to bring out the
caution.

(Continued on next page…)

Sh
or
Tr
ac
k

Chase King of Seymour, Tenn., celebrates his second Steel Head
Late Model feature win this season in victory lane with his father
(Mark) Saturday at Volunteer Speedway. (TODD REINERIO photo)



(Continued…)

Off the double-file
restart Miller led Rader
and Emery, while Rick-
ett passed Atkins for
fourth place. Action
heated up between
Emery and Rickett in
their battle for third,
with Rickett finally tak-
ing the spot on lap 11.
Miller, looking for his
second straight win,
appeared headed to
victory. But at end of
the backstretch enter-
ing the third turn on lap
18, his engine erupted

leaving a smoke cloud hovering
over the track to bring the caution
flag out.

With a green-white-checkered to
determine the race winner, Rader
(whose last victory at Volunteer
Speedway was back in 2005 when
he captured an Open Wheel Modi-
fied win) held Rickett, Atkins,
Emery and Davis off for the victory.

Richie Overholser and Will
Carey won the two Classic heat
races to determine starting lineup
for the 20-lap feature. Overholser
grabbed the lead at start and
throughout the race held off chal-
lenges from Carey and Eli Keck en
route to capturing his second con-
secutive victory. Josh Chesney and
John Stevens rounded out the top
five finishers.

Volunteer Speedway
BULLS GAP, TN - We all know

freedom isnʼt free! The Memorial
Day holiday weekend is the tradi-
tional kick-off into summer. But
more importantly, itʼs a time we all
stop and pause to remember and
honor the men and women who
lost their lives or are missing in ac-
tion from defending our country
during wartime, either in the past or
present. 

Volunteer Speedway hosted the
Ultimate Super Late Model Series
on Monday night for running of the
$10,000-to-win “Freedom Isnʼt Free
50.” Dale McDowell of Chicka-
mauga, Ga., powered into the lead
on lap 29, and once out front never
looked back en route to capturing
an impressive victory.

Nothing excites the fans more
than just pure speed, and they
were in for a treat during Super
Late Model qualifying. The existing
track record holder was Wendell
Wallace of Batesville, Ark., who
toured the track at 12.001 seconds
(120.004 mph) back on March 6,
1998.

But on Memorial Day 2017, that

mark would be shattered by six
drivers, who each dropped down
into the 11-second bracket. The
new Super Late Model track record
holder is five-time Volunteer
Speedway champion Vic “The
Thrill” Hill of nearby Mosheim, who
lowered the new standard to an
amazing hold-your-breath 11.860.
McDowell timed-in at 11.875, with
Jimmy Owens of Newport third-
quickest at 11.880. 

“Wow, now that was an unreal
adrenaline-rush,” said a smiling Hill
after his record-setting new track
qualifying record. “Itʼs incredible
just how much we lowered the old
track record. To go from a 12.001
down to an 11.860, thatʼs a huge
drop. Over the years Iʼve been one
of many drivers that had flirted with
establishing a new track record, but
everybody had come up just a little
short. When you think about it, itʼs
really amazing that the old record
had stood since back in 1998. 

“Iʼve been fortunate over the
years to have won five track cham-
pionships here at “The Gap” and
also visited victory lane on many
occasions, but as a racer - youʼre
always wanting to go faster and
faster. We definitely went fast
tonight. This is just an awesome
deal.” 

Ross Bailes of Clover, S.C.,
Brandon Overton of Evans, Ga.,
and McDowell each won heat
races that determined the starting
lineup for the 50-lap main event.

Bailes and Overton led the field
to green from the front row, with

Overton blasting out to lead over
Bailes, McDowell, Owens and G.R.
Smith. McDowell passed Bailes for
second on lap 3 racing off turn two
down the backstretch, while at

same time back behind them Jason
Welshan got around Smith for the
fifth spot.

Welshan worked his way past
Owens for fourth place on lap 9 as
they raced off (turn) two. With
Owens running the high-line and
Shanon Buckingham down low,
Buckingham made the pass for fifth
on lap 13 between turns one and
two. The eventʼs first caution flag
waved on lap 16, when Travis
Greer slowed up high on the track
at end of the backstretch.

Off the double-file restart Over-
ton throttled-back up to remain in
the lead, but behind him Bailes got
the advantage over McDowell to
claim second in the running order.
At end of the front straightaway on
lap 19, Bailes drove in hard on the
high-side and smashing the loud
pedal he rolled around the outside
of Overton as they raced off turn
two for the lead.

Overton got out of shape be-
tween turns one and two on lap 22,
which allowed McDowell to drive
past him into second place. The
raceʼs second and final caution
waved on lap 28 for debris near en-
trance to the first turn.

Off the restart Bailes jumped the
cushion between turns one and
two, which allowed McDowell to
drive past him into the lead, with
Overton, Buckingham and Hill in
pursuit. Once out front, over the
final distance the 51-year-old Mc-
Dowell, driving the Textron Off
Road/Will Kinzer Foundation for
Autism Research/Kinzer Drilling

Company/Quality Natural Gas/New
Era Industrial/Cometic
Gaskets/Klotz Lubricants/Clements
Race Engines/Sweet-Bloomquist
Race Cars/Shane McDowell Rac-

ing/No. 17m Chevrolet SS, was up-
on-the-wheel setting a blistering
pace. 

Overton dove to inside of Bailes
on lap 47 as they raced into the
third turn to take over the runner-
up position. McDowell captured the
win over Overton, Bailes, Bucking-
ham and Hill.

Completing the top 10 finishers
were Owens, Ryan King, Ricky
Weiss, Dennis Franklin and Dako-
tah Knuckles. Eleven cars finished
on the lead lap. 

“What an amazing track we had
to race on tonight,” said McDowell
while standing at back of his hauler
in the pits following victory lane cer-
emonies. “Iʼve ran many races here
at Volunteer Speedway over the
years, but hands-down this is the
most awesome (track) conditions
ever. Qualifying showed just how
fast it was with the new track
record. A lot of times when you
have a track that is just really ham-
mer-down fast, the racing action
isnʼt that good. But here tonight you
had three distinctive grooves - you
could run down on the very bottom,
in the middle or up high in the bank-
ing. 

“Our car was good, I mean really
good. Iʼve got to give my brother,
Shane, a lot of credit for all the hard
work he puts into preparing the
equipment. But thatʼs what it takes
if youʼre going to be competitive
and have opportunities to contend
for the checkered flag. Weʼve had
a really remarkable Memorial Day
weekend. We got a $5,000 win Sat-
urday at Dixie (Woodstock, Ga.)
Speedway, then won a $6,000
show Sunday at Rome (Ga.)
Speedway, and now getting this
$10,000 victory tonight at Volunteer
Speedway.”

Anthony White was quickest in
Crate Late Model qualifying over a
strong field of 28 entries, posting a
fast-time at 13.117 seconds to earn
pole position for the $1,500-to-win
feature. Anthony White and Cory
Hedgecock led the field to green
with White jumping out to the lead
over Hedgecock, Ross White, Tim
Byrd and Rusty Ballenger.

Anthony White and Hedgecock
were battling for the lead, with fans
on edge of their seats with two- and
three-wide action taking place all
back through the field involving
Ross White, Byrd, Ballenger, Greg
Martin, Philip Thompson, Todd
Morrow, Bryson Dennis, Jordon
Horton and Tim Maupin jockeying
for real estate around the high
banks.

Dennis spun in the fourth turn on
lap 12 to bring the caution out, and

(Continued on next page…)
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Dale McDowell of Chickamauga, Ga., celebrates in victory lane fol-
lowing his Ultimate Super Late Model Series $10,000 "Freedom
Isn't Free 50" win at Volunteer Speedway on Monday night. (CHAD
WELLS photo)



(Continued…)

meanwhile on the
backstretch Anthony
White and Hedgecock
tangled and spun
down again the inside
wall. Tempers were
heated between the
duo once they climbed
from their machines,
forcing track officials
and security to inter-
vene.

On the ensuing
restart Ross White led
Byrd, Horton, Morrow
and Thompson. Back
under green condi-

tions for just one circuit, Byrd and
Horton got together exiting the sec-
ond corner and wrecked, forcing
everybody behind them into eva-
sive maneuvers as the yellow (cau-
tion) waved.

With Ross White on the point for
the restart, he was trailed by Mor-
row, Martin, Thompson and Bal-
lenger. Having a clear track ahead
of him, “Ross the Boss” was all
business as the final 12 laps ran
caution-free to the checkered flag.
Ross White, from Knoxville, held on
for the victory over Morrow, Thomp-
son, Ballenger and Maupin.

On the first attempt to start the
Sportsman Late Model feature, a
multi-car tangle in the second cor-
ner involved front-row starters
Aaron Guinn (pole winner at
13.151) and Matt Tharp, and be-
hind them Heath Alvey, Chris Cof-
fey, Cody Gloyne, Brandon Taylor,
David Bullington and others were
caught up in the aftermath. All ex-
cept Taylor and Bullington would be
able to continue.

The second try at green proved
to be successful with Tharp taking
the lead over Guinn, Alvey, Coffey
and Andy Ogle. Guinn got around
Tharp for the lead on the second
lap, and three circuits later Alvey
passed Tharp for second place,
with Ogle also overtaking Coffey. 

Alvey got loose between turns
one and two on lap 11 almost spin-
ning, which allowed both Tharp and
Ogle to slip past him for position.

Guinn was in control out front
holding a comfortable lead over
Tharp and Ogle. Racing into the
first turn on lap 14, Ogle got to in-
side of Tharp to take over second
in the running order and with the
door open, Alvey also passed
Tharp on the backstretch. Just two
laps later, disappointment for
leader Guinn as he spun to bring
out the caution.

Going back green the leader
was Ogle, followed by Alvey and

Tharp. Though Alvey stayed glued
to Ogleʼs rear bumper as the laps
wound down, he was never able to
mount and serious threat to make
a pass for the lead. Ogle, from
Gatlinburg, captured the victory
over Alvey, Tharp, Coffey and War-
ren McMahan. 

Chris Rickett and Brett Miller of
Greeneville battled for the lead
over the first 14 laps of the Modified
Street feature before Rickett sud-
denly slowed with mechanical is-
sues on the backstretch to bring
our the caution, thus moving Miller
out front. Following the restart
Miller had his hands full with young
hard-charger Austin Atkins over the
final six laps of the race. 

The veteran Miller hung on for
victory by narrow margin of .010-
seconds over Atkins, with Michael
Woods, Wayne Rader and Shan-
non Emery rounding out the top
five finishers.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - A torrential

downpour hit the Dodge City Race-
way Park 3/8-mile clay oval ap-
proximately an hour-and-a-half
ahead of the scheduled 7:30 p.m.
start time and persisted, forcing the
postponement of Saturday nightʼs
scheduled Stock Car Spectacular
that also included Precise Racing
Products DCRP Sprint Cars, IMCA
Modifieds, IMCA Sport Modifieds
and IMCA Hobby Stocks.

Track officials will look for a pos-
sible makeup date for the event.

Racing action resumes at Dodge
City Raceway Park with the
$3,000-to-win DCRP Sprint Car
Nationals on June 16-17.  Along
with the DCRP Sprint Cars, the
IMCA Modifieds will be in action on
both nights as well with the IMCA
Stock Cars joining in on the June
17 card.

Bowman Gray Stadium
WINSTON-SALEM, NC - Satur-

dayʼs 100-lap Modified race put the
competitors to the test at Bowman
Gray Stadium. But with a combina-
tion of luck, strategy, and quick re-
actions, Burt Myers of Walnut Cove
left with the victory trophy.

The 100-lap races for the Bradʼs
Golf Cars Modified Series have
their starting lineups determined by
random draw – making them nail-
biters for the teams and the fans
alike. Danny Bohn of Huntersville
qualified on the pole and elected to
take on the Fansʼ Challenge and
start in the rear.

Myers chose to not accept the
Challenge and instead drew sixth
for his starting position. Randy But-

ner of Pfafftown drew the pole and
shot out into an early lead ahead of
Zach Brewer of Winston-Salem.
When the first caution brought out
a double-file restart, Chris Fleming
of Mount Airy moved up to the out-
side to battle with Butner for the
lead.

Butner managed to fend off
Fleming for two restarts, holding his
own against the stout bumps from
Fleming. On the third restart, how-
ever, Fleming was able to move
past Butner to take over the lead.
Butner was not one to sit idly by,
though. He gave a few shots to the
rear bumper of Fleming and at-
tempted to challenge from the out-
side – but Fleming held on.

Meanwhile, Burt Myers had
been trying to make his way
through the field, hoping to choose
the inside or outside lane correctly
during the double-file restarts. “I got
in a couple bad lines there to start
with, and I was wondering if we
were going the wrong way,” said 

Myers. “Knowing when to go,
when not to go, which lane to go in
- about halfway through there, we
were going backward.”

But soon enough Myers made
his way up to third. When Butner
made his final unsuccessful at-
tempt at passing on the outside
row, Myers shut the door and
moved up into second. Myersʼs
plan was now to hope for a double-
file restart to move past Fleming
and take the lead.

“I was putting pressure on him
and trying to make him make a mis-
take. But the way the track is right
now, itʼs hard to time it. You donʼt
know when that man is going to slip
or when youʼre going to slip,” said
Myers. “There are so many vari-
ables this time of year because itʼs
so hot. Everyoneʼs sliding around.”

The first restart belonged to

Fleming, who powered ahead and
maintained his spot. But on the
next restart, Myers got the edge
and moved into the lead.

“The restart before, he beat me -
and I learned something from him,”
said Myers about racing with Flem-
ing. “So on the next restart I tried to
time it a little bit differently and get
a better run. I was able to put a lit-
tle bit more brake where I needed it
to get the car aimed just right get-
ting in - and I was able to set the
car enough to get a run off the cor-
ner.”

Flemingʼs car seemed stout,
though, and he delivered powerful
shots to Myersʼs bumper. “There
was dirt everywhere,” said Myers.
“I tried to just go in there and tie it
down, so I would be able to get a
run without turning sideways.”

Myers held on to take the victory,
with Fleming coming in second.

“Iʼm the first loser, but we had a
good car,” said Fleming. “We just
need to do a little tweaking. Burt
was better than me, but I think we
put on a good show than the fans.”

Danny Bohn was unable to get
back up to fourth in order to com-
plete the Fansʼ Challenge. The
$3,000 prize pool rolls over to the
next 100-lapper for a combined
$6,000 then.

In the Texas Steak & Tap House
Sportsman Series, Taylor Branch of
Lewisville had an emotional roller
coaster ride on Saturday. He drew
the pole for the first race and held
on for most of the race despite the
heavy pressure from behind from
Zack Clifton of Walkertown. But on
lap 19, Clifton bumped Taylor and
sent him spinning.

Noah Triplett of Lexington took
advantage of the situation to grab
the lead, while Zack Clifton stayed
close on his bumper in second.

(Continued on next page…)
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Burt Myers (1) and Chris Fleming (16 – outside row) race for the
lead in the Modified race.(ERIC HYLTON PHOTOGRAPHY photo)
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Branch was enraged
and showed his dis-
pleasure toward
Clifton during the cau-
tion, but Clifton was
able to avoid any in-
volvement.

On the restart,
Clifton was able to
overtake Triplett to
grab the lead and the
win on the last lap.
Triplett finished behind
him in second.

Luck smiled upon
Branch, though. The
“Madhouse Scramble”

has him starting third for the sec-
ond Sportsman race. Branch
fought with Joseph “Bobo” Brown
of Winston-Salem and moved
ahead to lead the pack. Then
Branch went on to win. It was an
emotional victory for the man who
dedicated the win to his mother
battling cancer.

Jacob Creed slipped by Amber
Lynn on the outside to win in the
Q104.1 New Country Street Stock
Series.

And in the Law Offices of John
Barrow Stadium Stock Series,
Wesley Thompson of Advance and
Chase Hunt of Lexington each
claimed victory in a 15-lapper.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Saturday

night marked the fourth annual run-
ning of the Kramer Cup at Selins-
grove Speedway. The Kramer Cup,
a literal pink cup presented to the
winner each year, went home with
Sunburyʼs Mark Smith for the third
time out of the four tribute races in
memory of sprint car driver Kramer
Williamson. 

Williamson was the 2008
Knoxville Sprint Car Hall of Fame
driver Kramer who lost his life in a
racing accident in 2013. He is a for-
mer track champion a Selinsgrove
Speedway and had unmeasured
success and impact on central PA
Sprint Car racing. 

Timed hot laps set heat races
with inversions. When everything
was said and done Smith was on
the pole of the 30-lap main event in
search of Kramer Cup number
three. Derek Locke was the first
challenger for Smith, and Locke
was the only driver other than
Smith to see the daylight of the
race lead in the early laps. Locke
took advantage of a restart and led
the field into turn one before his car
turned sideways and Smith went
back into the lead. Cody Keller took
advantage of the sideways Locke

to take second.
On lap 11 the race leader was

into traffic, but Keller could not
make up ground as Smith sliced his
way through the back of the field. A
caution flag flew at half way that put
Keller aside of the Smith for the
double file restart with new chal-
lenger Greg Hodnett joining the
front duo. Derek Locke climbed
back into the race for second with
Keller and Hodnett while Smith
started to drift away.
Kellerʼs strong run came to an end
when he lost his right rear tire on
lap 18. Hodnett was the challenger
to Smith on the restart before
Selinsgrove point leader Davie
Franek moved into second. Franek
closed on Smith initially after taking
the spot, but never got close
enough to challenge Smith for the
win. 

Smith crossed the line ahead of
Franek, Hodnett, Locke, and Jason
Shultz, who started 19th. Robbie
Stillwagon, 2015 winner of the
event, Josh Weller, Chad Layton,
Chris Coyle, and Mallie Shuster
were the top ten finishers. Heat
races were won by Franek, Weller,
and Nate Snyder. Shultz won the
B-Main. 

Kramer Williamsonʼs daughter,
Felecia Williamson, paced the field
in the “Pink Panther” number 73
before the feature event. The
Williamson family also joined Mark
Smith in victory lane with the 73 at
the conclusion of the feature race.
The beautiful Kramer Cup was cus-
tom finished by Kellerʼs Auto Body
in Selinsgrove. 

Last lap heroics were written all
over the first ever Econo Late
Model feature at Selinsgrove
Speedway on Saturday night.
Shaun Miller led the whole feature
event with Andrew Yoder in chase.
Miller ran the middle of the track,
while Yoder peddled around the
bottom of the race track. Yoder kept
constant pressure on Miller the
whole race. 

On lap 12 the front runner began
to catch lap traffic and soon Tim
Fedder had joined the duo at the
front. Millerʼs line around the out-
side allowed him to move past the
traffic until the white flag was given.
Miller tried to pass a lap car around
the outside and although he com-
pleted the pass, it was not before
Yoder turned down across the
speedway to pull even with the
leader. 

As they drove under the white
flag Yoder began to inch ahead se-
curing the race leader in turn two.
Yoder made a bold move on the
back stretch and into turn three
splitting some laps cars leaving

Miller and Fedder behind on his
way to the win.
The feature ran green to check-
ered. Yoder, Fedder, and Miller led
Todd Snook and Tim Krape across
the line. Sixth through tenth finish-
ing positions went to Kenny Yoder,
Ander Shoop, Troy Miller, Jared
Fulkroad, and Chase Bowsman. 

Miller and Yoder won heat races. 
There is an old saying that if you

continue to put yourself in good
spots, good things will happen.
That was the case for the A&A Auto
Store Pro Stock winner. Shawn
Lawton has been in contention all
season long and finally overcame
the challenges to pick up his first
win on Saturday night. Lawton
dominated the feature event run-
ning through mostly unchallenged. 

AJ Hoffman and Dustin Snook
waged a tight battle for second
while Lawton drove away. Hoffman
won out on that battle to finish in
the runner up spot. 
It was Lawtonʼs first career Selins-
grove Speedway win. Hoffman,
Snook, Jake Buck, and AJ Stroup
were the top five finishers. John
Fowler, Brandon Moser, Bill Con-
rad, Nate Stroup, and Nick Gentile
made up the top ten finishers in the
feature event.

Lawton and Hoffman were heat
race winners.

Selinsgrove Speedway returns
to racing action at 7 p.m. Saturday,
June 10, hosting the finale to the
Appalachian Mountain Late Model
Speedweek Series plus 360 sprint
cars and pro stocks. Track gates
will open at 5 p.m. The 40-lap
super late model main event will
pay $4,000 to win. 

Stay in touch with the speedway
by visiting SelinsgroveSpeed-
way.com or following the track on
Facebook and Twitter.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - Craig

Whitmoyer has been struggling
with engine issues and other me-
chanical problems this season in
the NASCAR Sportsman ranks at
Grandview Speedway, but Satur-
day night the Hamburg leadfoot
had his self-owned No. 99 in top
notch condition for the Summer
Splash 40-lap feature when he
scored his season first win for a
payday in excess of $1,500. Whit-
moyer had to hold off numerous
challenges from runner-up Joe
Funk III, who posted his season
best run and also deal with heavy
lapped traffic.

The T.P. Trailers 30-lap
NASCAR 358 Modified feature was
quite a battle between Mike Kellner
and eventual winner Jeff Strunk.

The pair battled through restarts
and lap traffic before Strunk took
advantage when Kellner went too
high off the third turn and Strunk
dove the Keystone Racing No. 126
underneath him with two laps to
take the lead. It was Strunkʼs first
win of the year at the 1/3-mile,
banked clay oval and his 66th Sat-
urday night career win. Through all
the side-by-side racing Strunk and
Kellner never made contact proving
it can be done.

Ron Kline posted back-to-back
victories in the BRC NASCAR 25-
lap Late Model feature for his third
triumph of the season chased
across the line by Chuck Schutz in
the car normally driven by Andy
Cassel since he had problems in
his car in the timed hot laps.

All three feature winners col-
lected bonus bucks from TP Trail-
ers and Truck Equipment and
product awards from VP Racing
Fuels provided they met various re-
quirements.

There have now been 15 differ-
ent feature winners this season
with no repeat winners in the Mod-
ified division after six Saturday
night programs.

Paul Houseknecht took the early
lead in the Sportsman feature and
held that spot until the ninth lap
restart needed when Andrew Kreis
spun in the third turn with Kurt Bet-
tler also involved since he had
nowhere to go. On the restart Brad
Arnold motored to the front of the
pack. That was short-lived however
as a flat tire brought Arnold to an
abrupt halt along the homestretch
one lap later. This incident put
Whitmoyer at the head of the pack
when action went green again.
Pressuring Whitmoyer were Funk
III, Mark Kemmerer, Houseknecht
and Brad Grim.

A flat tire slowed Ryan Lilickʼs
pace in turn two for the 12th lap yel-
low. After a quick pit stop he re-
joined the race. Whitmoyer held his
high line on the restart while Funk
III ran the bottom groove in an at-
tempt to take the lead away.

Funk III began to close in on
Whitmoyer, who had a slight edge
over the pack, with Kemmerer,
Brian Hirthler and Ryan Lilick, com-
ing on strong after his pit stop.

Whitmoyer and Funk III ran
door-handle to door-handle for sev-
eral laps without incident and dealt
with heavy traffic.

Jeromy Guistwite spun in the
fourth turn for the last caution on
the 35th lap which meant a single
file restart. Lined up behind Whit-
moyer were Funk III, Hirthler, Lilick
and Louden Reimert.

(Continued on next page…)
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Whitmoyer never
faltered and held off all
competitors to pull into
the winnerʼs circle for
the first time since the
opener April 2016. It
was his seventh ca-
reer win. Finishing
second was Funk III
trailed by Hirthler, Lil-
ick and Reimert.

Heats were won
by Kemmerer, Paul
Houseknecht and
Guistwite. Mike Mam-
mana was the consi
winner.

Modified feature action saw Kell-
ner charge to the front of the 29-car
starting grid to set the pace with
pressure from several competitors.

Mike Mahaney slowed along the
backstretch with a flat tire for the
fifth lap caution. The restart had
Kellner still the leader, but now the
son-father team of Steve and Ray
Swinehart, Strunk and Grim lined
up behind him.

Strunk overtook second on the
sixth lap caution brought out by a
multi-car third turn tangle to put his
bids in for the lead.

Kellner ran a high line while
Strunk tried to dive underneath him
several times, but to no avail as
Kellner out pulled him when they
were side-by-side. R. Swinehart
made it a three-way battle for first
at one occasion, but that didnʼt last
long.

With four laps to go S. Swine-
hart, running sixth, stopped along
the backstretch as his bad luck
continued.

Kellner kept Strunk at bay on the
restart, but Strunk didnʼt give up.

Coming out of turn three with
two laps to go, Kellner was up high
in the marbles and Strunk emerged
as the new leader.

For the second week in a row
the feature ended under check-
ered/caution but that didnʼt change
the outcome and Strunk was the
victor this time. What triggered the
checkered/caution was Frank
Cozze dove underneath Kellner, hit
the yuke tire and spun. Cozze lost
his third spot and a few others were
collected in the accident. Kellner
hung on for second followed by R.
Swinehart, Craig Von Dohren and
Duane Howard, who put on quite a
battle in the later stages for third
through fifth.

Blaine Bracelin, R. Swinehart
and Jared Umbenhauer won the
heats. Consolation races were won
by Kevin Hirthler and Kyle Borror.

Late model action saw Dave

Ogin, driving the car normally pi-
loted by Blaine Emery take the
early lead followed by Steve
Todorow, Kyle Merkel, Kline and
Steve Wilson.

Kline took over second on the
15th lap and set his sights on Ogin.
Behind them Schutz, Todorow and
Merkel jockeyed for the remaining
spots.

Lou Egrie Sr. spun in the fourth
turn to bring out the final caution on
lap 21. At the same time Merkel, in
the thick of the battle dropped out
of contention. Ogin was still the
leader when action resumed, but
Kline made his presence known.

Kline became the new leader
with three laps remaining and
never looked back to chalk up his
39th career win. Schutz was able to
grab second followed by Ogin,
Wayne Pfeil and Bryon Sipe.

NASCAR stock car racing action
returns to Grandview Speedway on
Saturday, June 10th with the run-
ning of Whelen Engineering Night
featuring the TP Trailers NASCAR
358 Modifieds, Sportsman and
BRC Late Models. Spectator gates
open at 5:30 p.m. with racing at
7:30 p.m. Adult admission is $15
while youngsters 11 and under are
admitted FREE. Free parking is
available on the speedway
grounds.

Coming up on Tuesday, June
13th is Jesse Hockett Classic fea-
turing the United States Auto Club
wingless sprint cars along with the
Small Block Modifieds. Racing at
7:30 p.m.

Antioch Speedway
MORGANTON, NC - John

Reynolds #55 from Connelly
Springs won a very competitive
Heintz performance Renegade V8
race. Ronnie Vasser #71 took the
lead at the drop of the green with
Reynolds, David Minton #90 and
Joey Barker #16 close behind until
Minton and Barker spun going into
turn one 3 wide bring out a caution.
Minton drop from competition but
Barker was able to continue.
Reynolds took over the lead on the
restart and went on to take the
checkered flag. Barker passed
Vasser with 4 laps remaining when
Vassers engine developed a miss
to finish second, Aaron Harris #17A
also managed to pass Vasser to

finish third, Vasser held on to finish
fourth and Isaiah Manis #8 fifth.

John McElrath #63 from Marion
LED every lap on his way to Victory
in the Tjʼs Motorsport Thunder
Bommers/ps V8 event. AJ Lynch
#31 took second when Mike Brown
#11 and Blake Walker #63B tan-
gled going into turn 3 on the last lap

Brown finished third, Leeann Saul-
man #4s fourth and Walker fifth.

Trevor Chatham #00 from Hid-
denite LED every lap on his way to
victory in the James Wagner weld-
ing super stock 4 event. Paul  But-
ler #B4 cross the line in second
place, Jimmy  Millsaps #20 third
and Alan Hamby fourth.

Phillip Benfield #60 from Tay-
lorsville won a hotly-contested Rpm
Graphics pure stock 4 race. Chris
Butler #B9 got the jump at the drop
of the green leading the 8 laps until
his cars engine quite bring out a
caution, Butler  was sidelined for
the rest of the event. Benfield took
the lead on the restart and went on
to take the checkered flag. Larry
Martin #92M second, followed in
third by Chris Chapman #92C,
Patrick Annas #6P crossed the line
in fourth and Scott Jones #4
rounded out the top five.

Mike Baucom #97 from York SC
won a very exciting Extreme
FWDʼs race. After the top six finish-
ers in the heat races Drew for posi-
tion third-place finisher Drew
number 2 starting him outside on
the front row allowing him to get the
jump on the start and lead every
lap to take the win. Heat race win-
ner Blake Walker #828 drew num-
ber 5 and had to deal with traffic on
his way to finish second. Allen
Wyatt #74 finished third, Ray Hud-
son #1 fourth and Kevin Roberts #3
fifth.

Colby Burks #73 from Morgan-
ton withstood post-race motor Tire
down to win the MADDOX EN-
ERGY drink Young Guns race.
Alexis Motes #12 led the first 6 laps
until Burks was able to work his
way from third to the lead on lap 7
and went on to take the win. Motes
second, Riley Miller #88 third,
Trace Chatham #21 fourth with first

time racer Jacob Hayes #0 round-
ing out the top five.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action on Friday, June
2nd with the Exit Realty Modified
Touring Series making their
Stafford debut along with Staffordʼs
five NASCAR Whelen All-American
Series divisions.  Taking down
weekly feature wins on the night
were Matt Galko, who scored his
first SK Modified® feature victory
after 6 seasons, Tom Fearn in the
Late Model division, Joey Ferrigno
in the SK Light feature, Duane
Provost in the Limited Late Model
feature, and Travis Hydar was a
first time career winner in the
DARE Stock feature. 

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Dan Avery took the lead
at the green and he led the first lap
before a melee broke out in turn 2
when Tony Membrino, Jr. spun in
turn 2 in front of the entire field.
Nearly two-thirds of the field were
involved in a pileup and brought the
caution out.  

Avery took the lead back under
green with Matt Galko hounding
him for the race lead while he was
side by side with Cam McDermott
for second.  Mike Christopher, Jr.
was fourth and Glen Reen was
fifth.  Galko finally got by McDer-
mott and he took the lead from
Avery on lap-5.  McDermott fol-
lowed Galko by Avery and Christo-
pher, Jr. took third from Avery on
lap-8.  Reen was now side by side
with Chase Dowling for fifth with
Dowling taking the spot on the out-
side on lap-9.

On lap-12 Ryan Preece went
(Continued on next page…)
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John Reynolds took on all of the V8 racers to win the feature at
Antioch Speedway. (ANTIOCH SPEEDWAY photo)



(Continued…)

around Dowling in the
outside groove to
move into fifth place as
Galko continued to
hold the lead with Mc-
Dermott, Christopher,
Jr., and Avery lined up
behind him.  The cau-
tion came out with 13
laps complete as Josh
Woodʼs car was smok-
ing heavily and came
to a stop at the exit of
pit road.

Galko took the
lead again with Mc-
Dermott, Avery, Dowl-

ing, and Christopher, Jr. lined up
behind him.  The caution came
back out with 14 laps complete for
Tommy Membrino, Jr., whose car
came to a stop at the entrance to
pit road.

Galko took the lead on the
restart with McDermott holding
onto second.  Dowling was third
with Avery and Preece side by side
for fourth.  Preece took the spot
from Avery on lap-18 after the two
cars crossed over and Preece was
now on the inside of Avery.  Ronnie
Williams tried to follow Preece by
Avery but he settled back into line
in sixth. 

Dowling was continuing to
charge his way towards the front as
he took second from McDermott
and his move opened the door for
Preece to follow him through as
McDermott fell back to fourth.  With
10 laps to go, Dowling had caught
up to Galko and he began working
him over for a way to take the lead.
That pass materialized on lap-33
as Dowling went to the lead in turns
1+2.  Preece was third with McDer-
mott and Williams making up the
top-5.  The caution came out with
35 laps complete for McDermott,
who spun in turn 4.

The race restarted with Galko
making a power move to the inside
of Dowling in turn 3 to pull along-
side in a duel for the lead.  The two
cars ran side by side lap after lap
with neither driver giving an inch.
The caution came out with 38 laps
complete for Christopher, Jr., who
got sideways in turn 4 and kicked
up debris on the track.

Galko took the lead on the
restart but Dowling was still on his
outside and they took the white flag
side by side.  Preece was right on
the leadersʼ bumpers if one of them
slipped up but Galko was able to
get a slightly better run coming out
of the last corner and he beat Dowl-
ing to the checkered flag by a half
car length to pick up his first career

SK Modified® feature victory in his
fifth season in the division.  Preece
finished third with Williams and
Rowan Pennink rounding out the
top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, Skip Breunig spun at the
start and had damage to the right
front of his car and Josh Wood also
spun to bring the caution out right
at the start.  

Paul Arute led the field to the
green flag and he took the lead at
the start while behind him, Tom
Fearn went three wide with Jim
Mavlouganes and Wayne Coury, jr.
to move into second.  Mavlouganes
took third with Coury in fourth and
Glen Reen was up to fifth.  

Fearn took the lead from Arute
on lap-4 with Coury now in third,
Reen in fourth, and Michael Wray
was up to fifth as Mavlouganes fell
back to sixth in the running order.

With 10 laps complete Fearn
was still in command with Arute,
Coury, Reen, and Mavlouganes
lined up behind him.  The caution
came out with 11 laps complete as
Breunig spun in turn 3.

one lap before the caution flag
came back out for a spin by Kevin
Gambacorta in turn 3.  Fearn took
the lead on the restart with Wray in
second.  

Arute got around Rich Ham-
mann to take third with Reen going
three-wide on the restart to move
up to fifth after his earlier spin.
Reen took fourth from Hammann
on lap-15 as Fearn continued to
lead Wray and Arute.  Hammann
spun backwards into the turn 2 wall
to bring the caution out with 17 laps
complete.

Fearn took the lead again on the
restart with Reen moving into sec-
ond.  Coury was third with Wray
fourth and Gambacorta back up to
fifth after his earlier spin.  Arute slid
back to 10th as he got stuck in the
outside groove and Tyler Leary,
Wood, Michael Bennett, and
Mavlouganes all went past. 

Fearn led Reen to the check-
ered flag to pick up his first win of
the 2017 season.  Reen came
home in second with Coury, Wray,
and Gambacorta rounding out the
top-5.

In the 15-lap DARE Stock fea-
ture event, Paul Bourdon, Jr. led
the field to the green but Travis
Hydar took the early lead.  

Once Walker caught up to
Hydar, he was unable to get close
enough to make a move for the win
as Hydar took down his very first
career feature victory at Stafford.
Robinson finished third with Hop-
kins and Beyer rounding out the
top-5.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPINGS, CT - The

Exit Realty Modified Touring Series
made its first ever visit to Stafford
for the MTS 125.  Taking the check-
ered flag was Jon McKennedy, who
passed Ryan Preece with 4 laps to
go to take the win.

Ted Christopher streaked into
the lead on the outside of Keith
Rocco to take the early lead.  Kirk
Alexander looked like he was shot
out of a cannon as he quickly
bolted from fourth up to second at
the start with Dylan Kopec taking
third with Rocco falling back to
fourth and Eric Goodale in fifth.
The caution came out with 2 laps
complete for a wreck in turn 3 that
involving Les Hinckley.

Christopher took the lead with
Kopec and Alexander side by side
for second.  Alexander took second
with Tommy Barrett, Jr. muscling
his way by Rocco into third before
he spun in turn 2 to bring the cau-
tion out with 4 laps complete.  Sam
Rameau also came to a stop
against the backstretch wall just at
the exit of turn 2.

Christopher took the lead again
back under green with Rocco,
Alexander, Kopec, and Goodale
making up the top-5.  The caution
came back out with 6 laps com-
plete as Pennink, Alexander, and
Goodale touched coming down the
frontstretch and all 3 cars spun
through the infield. 

Rocco got a monster run in the
outside groove on the restart and
he took the lead from Christopher.
Not to be outdone, Preece also got
a great restart and he went by
Christopher and then Rocco to take
the lead at the line.  Dylan Kopec
was fourth with Chris Pasteryak in
fifth.  Jon McKennedy was charg-
ing his way through the field after
an issue in his qualifying heat rele-
gated him to the rear of the field for
the start and he was up to sixth
place on lap-20 as the top-6 cars
were running in a train with a sec-
ond pack of cars consisting of Pen-
nink, Barrett, Pitkat, Hinckley, Jeff
Gallup, and Richard Savary were
giving chase.

Positions in the lead pack were
beginning to change as Pasteryak
went around Christopher to take
third and then he took second from
Rocco on lap-26.  McKennedy was
now fourth behind Christopher with
Kopec in fifth.  Christopher was
looking hard to the inside of Rocco
in a bid for third place but he was-
nʼt able to make a pass.

Christopher was finally able to
make a pass on lap-30 and as he
moved into third, McKennedy fol-
lowed him through to move into

fourth and drop Rocco back to fifth.
At the front of the field, Pasteryak
was keeping pace right with
Preece, not allowing him to pull
away at all.

There was a competition caution
that came out with 40 laps com-
plete for cars to come to pit road for
fuel only.  The cars returned to the
track in the order in which they
came to pit road.

Preece took the lead back under
green with Pasteryak and Pennink
behind him.  Kopec was working
the outside lane in an attempt to
get around Pennink for third but he
was unable to make a pass stick.
Rocco got around Kopec to take
over the fourth position on lap-47
and Woody Pitkat and McKennedy
followed him through to drop Kopec
from fourth back to seventh.  

The running order remained the
same unitl the caution came out
with 76 laps complete for debris on
the track.  Under the caution, the
majority of the lead cars came to pit
road for a fresh tire, which put
Hinckley out front for the restart
with Carl Medieros, Jr. in second,
Chris Pasteryak in third, Pennink in
fourth, McKennedy in fifth, and
Preece in sixth.  

Hinckley led the first lap on the
restart but Medieros went to the
lead on lap-78 but his time was
short lived at the front as Preece
came back strong to his inside and
took the lead on lap-79.  Pasteryak
also got around Medieros and took
over second with Medieros falling
back to third when the caution
came out with 80 laps complete for
a spin in turn 2 by Christopher.

Preece powered his way back
into the lead on the restart with
Pasteryak, McKennedy, Medieros,
and Pennink making up the top-5.
The caution came back out with 83
laps complete as Medieros got into
the turn 2 wall as did Alexander and
Pennink.  

Preece took command again on
the restart with McKennedy moving
into second.  Pasteryak was third
with Savary fourth and Rocco in
fifth.  This was still the running
order with 20 laps to go in the race.
With 15 laps to go, McKennedy
was all over Preeceʼs back bumper
and he was searching high and low
for a way to take over the race
lead.  

McKennedyʼs persistence be-
hind Preece finally paid dividends
on lap-121 as he was able  to take
over the race lead.  Preece wasnʼt
able to get back to McKennedy as
McKennedy took the checkered
flag.  Pasteryak finished third with
Savary and Rocco rounding out the
top-5.
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