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Thoughts of an
historic seventh cham-
pionship started the
moment Jimmie John-
son crossed the finish
line Sunday at the
Martinsville Speed-
way.

Richard Petty and
Dale Earnhardt, both
first-year inductees
into the NASCAR Hall
of Fame, each won
seven champi-
onships. They
were so excep-

tional and dominating, no-
body believed it was
possible for anyone to join
Petty and Earnhardt in the
stock-car record books.

Other legendary drivers
didnʼt come close to catch-
ing Petty and Earnhardt. Jeff
Gordon only won four titles. Darrell
Waltrip won three. So did Lee
Petty, Cale Yarborough, Tony Stew-
art and David Pearson. All but
Stewart and Gordon, who still are
active drivers, are in the hall of
fame.

Johnson now is in position to do
the impossible.

“Iʼll probably lie to all of you guys
and say Iʼm not going to think about
it at all,” Johnson said. “But itʼs in-
evitable. Fortunately, I donʼt have to
think about it for three weeks. But
weʼre going to enjoy this and savor
it.”

There are two third-round races
remaining at the Texas Motor
Speedway and Phoenix Interna-
tional Raceway. After that the final
four drivers in the Chase for the
Championship at the Homestead-
Miami Speedway in a winner-take-
all finale.

While Johnson is the only driver
in the Elite Eight who doesnʼt have
to worry about making the final cut,
he now must deal with the emo-
tions and pressure of making his-
tory for the next three weeks.

Crew chief Chad Knaus said he
will focus on next Sundayʼs race at
Texas instead of winning a seventh
championship. That, of course, is
easier said than done.

“I'm excited about it. I hear and I
see a lot about seven,” he said.
“You've asked me a lot of these
questions in the past, honestly. I'm
not worried about the seventh, I'm
just worried about the next. That's
what I want to do.

“I want to go out there and put
our best foot forward as a team and
go out there and try to do the best

we possibly can to win the next
championship. I'm not worried
about the seventh or the eighth.”

Johnson will need to figure out
the 1½-mile Homestead track if
heʼs going to win the champi-
onship. He won all six of his cham-
pionships under the old formats
where points were accumulated
throughout the regular or playoff
seasons.

As a result, he was forced to
race more for points than a check-

ered flag. Homestead is
one of five tracks where
Johnson is winless, and
his average finish in
South Florida is 14.1.

The elimination
format will force Johnson
to race with a different
strategy.

“Yeah, I mean,
there have been a few

bad memories down there, but I've
got six really good ones,” Johnson
said. “I'm going to go with those,
hopefully play that card.”

Car owner Rick Hendrick isnʼt
worried, either.

“I think he's just really enjoying
the moment. I think the pressure
will probably build when he gets to
Homestead,” he said. “But he's
been at Homestead six times and
delivered, so I put my money on
him.

“I really don't worry about that
part of Jimmie. I think he will handle
that with no problem. The issues
we've had in Miami in the past,
look, at the end of a stressful, long
season, situations arise, just things
that are outside of your control.
There's been a lot of weird things
that have happened there.”

Johnson has been able to focus
more on the upcoming race than
the significance of winning a sev-
enth championship because heʼs
never been in contention to accom-
plish the feat.

Moments after winning Hendrick
Motorsports its 24th grandfather
clock at Martinsville, Johnson ad-
mitted the new format has forced
him to approach Homestead differ-
ently.

“It is three weeks away, but I feel
like at least now, an hour into it, it's
a lot different than if I was sitting
here with the old format,” he said.
“We're going to have four drivers
with the same points value starting
that race. It's going to be different.

“There's nothing to protect.
We're all in a tie. It's just go out
there and lay down your best work.
I think that would be helpful from a

stress management standpoint,
thinking what could possibly hap-
pen.”

Surviving the stress and emo-
tions for the next three weeks, how-
ever, may be a bigger challenge.
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The Pressure is On

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015
have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World of Outlaws 11-13
NASCAR Sprint Cup 4 DirtCar 14-15
NASCAR CWTS 5 Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt 15
CARS Tour 6-7 OffTrack 16
P.A.S.S. 8 ShorTrack 17-19
OnTrack 10

ON THE COVER:
NASCAR SPINT CUP- ROBERT LABERGE/GETTY IMAGES

WORLD OF OUTLAWS SPRINT CARS - HAROLD HINSON/CMS

Jimmie Johnsonʼs win at Martinsville means that he has a fighting
chance to take his seventh Cup trophy. Only time will tell from this
point on. (Daniel Shirey/Getty Images photo)



With all due re-
spect to Dorothy,
Kansas, and the Wiz-
ard of Oz, motorsports
had its own version of
“Home Sweet Home”
last weekend. The lo-
cations were Hickory
M o t o r
Speedway
and Mar-
t i n s v i l l e
S p e e d -
way. Two
of the leg-
e n d a r y

short tracks in the
country, and the history
of each track was
clearly evident last
weekend.

The NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
made their annual Fall visit to the
“Paperclip”, Martinsville Speedway,
on Sunday. The 500-lap event was
the first race in the Round of Eight
in the Chase for the 2016 Sprint
Cup. Eight drivers and three races
(Martinsville, Texas, Phoenix)to de-
cide the four competitors who will
battle for the coveted Sprint Cup
title at Homestead-Miami Speed-
way on November 20th. The winner
on Sunday is guaranteed to be one
of the four finalist to race for the
championship.

So, what does the race at Mar-
tinsville have to do with “Home
Sweet Home”? Pretty simple once
you examine the facts.

The #48 Hendrick Motorsports
entry driven by Jimmie Johnson
won the Martinsville race to earn
the first berth in the final round of
the Chase. But, thereʼs certainly
more to this victory than a grandfa-
ther clock and a check.

The win was Johnsonʼs fourth
victory of 2016 and his
nine at Martinsville. The
win tied Johnson with
his Hendrick Motor-
sports teammate Jeff
Gordon for third all-time
in victories at Mar-
tinsville, trailing only
Richard Petty and Dar-
rell Waltrip. The 41-year
old native of El Cajon,
California started third
on Sunday and experi-

enced several issues early in the
race before taking the lead from
Denny Hamlin with under one hun-
dred laps to go. Johnson held off all
challengers to secure his ninth
clock and the coveted “pass” to the
championship round.

The victory certainly meant
much more than a trophy to John-
son and his Hendrick Motorsports
team. On the morning of October
24, 2004, a plane carrying mem-
bers of Rick Hendrickʼs family,
friends, and employees crashed
near the speedway. Ironically, Jim-
mie Johnson won the race later
that afternoon at Martinsville. Hen-
drick Motorsports has made a tra-
dition of honoring those lives lost

near Martinsville by turning their
hats around and looking to the sky.
The backwards hat was a symbol
of Ricky Hendrick, Rick Hendrickʼs
son, who died in the crash.

Martinsville Speedway is also
the track where Hendrick Motor-
sports won their first NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series race. On April
29, 1984, Geoffrey Bodine drove
the #5 Northwestern Security Life
#5 Chevrolet to victory at Mar-
tinsville. It was the first victory for
Rick Hendrick as a NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series car owner.

So, for Jimmie Johnson and
Hendrick Motorsports, Martinsville
Speedway can classify as “Home
Sweet Home”. Oh, by the way,
Johnsonʼs win on Sunday will en-
able him to race at Homestead in
hopes of capturing his seventh
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series title. I
donʼt believe I need to go into much
detail about the potential signifi-
cance of that number.

Last Saturday night, Hickory
Motor Speedway had the same
“Home Sweet Home” significance
for a local racer. Known as “The
Birthplace of NASCAR Stars”,
Hickory is one of the most historic
short tracks in the country. From its
days as a dirt track to the current
3/8-mile asphalt facility, many Hall
of Fame drivers and crew chiefs
have battled at the Catawba
County track. 

One of those families is the Set-
zer family.

Jerry Setzer drove in several di-
visions at Hickory during his suc-
cessful career behind the wheel.

His son, Dennis Setzer, continued
that winning tradition at Hickory as
well as the NASCAR Camping
World Truck and Busch (XFINITY)
Series. And, as the old saying
goes, “the apple doesnʼt fall far
from the tree”.

Brandon Setzer is the 23-year
old son of Dennis and the grandson
of Jerry Setzer. Just like the others,
he began racing at Hickory in lower
divisions before moving to the Late
Model Stocks. In his brief career,
Brandon has enjoyed success at
Hickory and has been competing in
several regional Series the past
couple seasons. However, I donʼt
believe he has enjoyed an evening
more than last Saturday night.

Setzer won the pole, for the sec-
ond consecutive year, for the final
CARS Super Late Model Tour race
at Hickory. Last year, Brandon ex-
perienced mechanical issues and
finished 20th. A large contingent of
family and friends were hoping for
a better result this year. A very
competitive field of cars and driv-
ers, and 150 grueling laps, stood
between Setzer and the first victory
on the CARS Tours this season.

For those of you not familiar with
the CARS Super Late Model Tour,
you have certainly missed some of
the most competitive racing and tal-
ented drivers in this area. Iʼm con-
vinced that I saw at least ten or
more future NASCAR stars com-
peting at Hickory Saturday. The
CARS Tour also features a Late
Model division that is just as excit-
ing and competitive.

Setzer clearly had one of the
best cars all night, but several
strong challengers swapped the
lead during the 150-lap race. It
came down to a one-lap dash to
the checkered flag after a caution
on the white flag lap. Setzer was
able to beat Raphael Lessard to
the line and send the chilly crowd
at Hickory Motor Speedway cheer-
ing wildly. In typical Setzer fashion,
Brandon led early, didnʼt punish his
car or tires, kept the leaders in
sight, and made his move to victory
lane.

The popular victory comes at the
end of a promising, but frustrating
season for Setzer. He has been in
position to win other CARS events,
but suffered issues that kept him
from victory. But not Saturday
night! If there was ever a victory
that deserved the title of “Home
Sweet Home”, Brandon Setzerʼs
win in the CARS Super Late Model
Tour race at Hickory fits the bill.

Two great short tracks, two very
deserving winners. And, for differ-
ent reasons, both had special
meaning.
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DENNIS PUNCH

Jimmie Johnson was more than happy to be back in Martsinville Speedwayʼs victory lane Sunday. It
was his ninth win at Martinsville and this one qualified him for the final attempt to win his seventh
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Championship. (Matt Thacker/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
MARTINSVILLE,

VA - Mr. Martinsville is
back – and with him, a
realistic shot at a
record-tying NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
championship.

Winless at the
.526-mile short track since the
spring race of 2013, Jimmie John-
son ended his "drought" on Sunday
with a victory in the Goodyʼs Fast
Relief 500 and earned a berth in
the Championship 4 race, set for
Nov. 20 at Homestead-Miami
Speedway.

In winning for the ninth time at
Martinsville, the fourth time this
season and the 79th time in his ca-
reer, Johnson didnʼt take the lead
until he passed Denny Hamlin for
the top spot on Lap 409 of 500.

In a race that featured two
green-flag runs of more than 110
laps, Johnson pulled out to a lead
of more than two seconds in the
closing laps and finished 1.291
seconds ahead of charging Brad
Keselowski, who passed Hamlin for
second place on Lap 477.

Johnson said on Friday he has
been trying to avoid thoughts of a
possible seventh title that would tie
him for the all-time lead with icons
Richard Petty and Dale Earnhardt.

"Iʼve been trying to ignore the
conversation about seven, but now
I canʼt," Johnson said in Victory
Lane. "Weʼre locked in. Itʼs crazy to
have a shot at seven now.

"Iʼll probably lie to all of you guys
and say Iʼm not going to think about
it at all. But itʼs inevitable. Fortu-
nately, I donʼt have to think about it
for three weeks. But weʼre going to
enjoy this and savor it. Weʼre going
to get our ducks in a row for Home-
stead."

Hamlin led a parade of Joe
Gibbs Racing drivers to the three
positions behind Johnson and Ke-
selowski, with Matt Kenseth and
Kyle Busch coming home third and
fourth in a hotly contested race
among teammates.

"We all had a top three car dur-
ing the end of the race, and we
ended up three, four, five," Hamlin
said. "That's never happy."

Not as fortunate was JGR driver
Carl Edwards, who blew a tire and

hit the wall on Lap 358 to cause the
fifth and final caution. Edwards took
his No. 19 Toyota to the garage for

repairs and finished 36th, 23 laps
down. He enters next Sundayʼs
second Round of 8 race 32 points
behind Busch, who currently holds
the last of the Championship 4 po-

sitions.
The afternoon was nearly as

hard on the Stewart-Haas Racing
Chevrolet entries of Kevin Harvick
and Kurt Busch, whose handling
deteriorated after the sun came out
mid-race. Harvick, the 2014 cham-
pion, finished 20th and Busch
22nd. They are 16 and 18 points,
respectively, behind Kyle Busch
and in need of strong showings – if
not victories – in the next two
races.

Chase driver Joey Logano fin-
ished ninth and is fifth in the stand-
ings, four points behind Kyle
Busch.

Johnsonʼs mastery of Mar-

tinsville may have returned in the
closing run, but the day was any-
thing but smooth for the No. 48
Hendrick Motorsports Chevrolet
team. Johnson took a shot from
Hamlin in the early going, and the
contact produced a tire rub that re-
quired attention and knocked John-
son back to 25th for a restart on
Lap 208.

Lap 358 brought a panic attack
when Johnson slowed to a stop on
the backstretch, having switched
off the electronic control unit on his
car. But after recycling the unit,
Johnson came to pit road on Lap
366 and refueled for the final run,
taking the green flag from the fourth 

"We lost track position through a
couple of different means there at
the first half of the race," Johnson
said. "Honestly, that caution with
the No. 19 car (Edwards) put us in
the catbird seat.

"I wasnʼt sure I could get by the
No. 18 (Kyle Busch) or the No. 11
(Hamlin), but we got going and I got
by both of those guys. I thought
ʻMan, I hope this stays green,ʼ be-
cause that really suits what our
race car was doing all day long."

Notes: AJ Allmendinger started
fourth and finished 10th, his third
straight top-10 showing. All-
mendinger restarted from the rear
of the field for the final green-flag
run because he had to pit for fuel
before pit road was open. He was
the final driver on the lead lap… In
what is likely his final race in a
Sprint Cup car, Jeff Gordon came
home sixth in his last substitute role
of the season for Dale Earnhardt
Jr… Polesitter Martin Truex Jr. fin-
ished seventh.
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at Martinsville Brings
Talk of Seventh Title

to Forefront

Race winner Jimmie Johnson watches as his daughter Genevieve
makes sure that her daddy is in the final bracket to go for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Championship race. (Nigel Kinrade Photogra-
phy photo)

It must of seemed like old times as Jimmie Johnson (28) had his former teammate Jeff Gordon (88) in
his rear view mirror at Martinsville Speedway. (John Harrellson/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
MARTINSVILLE,

VA - With a finish that
was the diametric op-
posite of his last run at
Martinsville Speed-
way, Johnny Sauter
punched his ticket to
the NASCAR Camp-

ing World Truck Series champi-
onship race with a victory in
Saturdayʼs Texas Roadhouse 200
at the .526-mile short track.

After a restart with 18 laps left,
Sauter, who finished last at Mar-
tinsville in April, held off pole winner
Chase Elliott, beating the No. 71
Chevrolet driver to the finish line by
.316 seconds.

On Lap 176, Sauter took the
lead from John Hunter Nemechek,
who had gained track position with
an earlier two-tire stop under cau-
tion. Sauter held the top spot the
rest of the way, through a stretch
that included the fifth caution of the
race for an accident that put Ben
Kennedyʼs title hopes in peril.

But Sauter knows heʼll be racing
for the championship on Nov. 18 at
Homestead-Miami Speedway,
where he scored the fourth of his
12 career victories in 2011.

"The key deal is liking a race
track, and I canʼt think of a better
race track to decide a champi-
onship than Homestead," Sauter
said. "Itʼs a very racy place – you
can run all over the race track. I feel
like we are peaking at the right

time. I feel like weʼve kind of saved
some of our best bullets, so to
speak, for the end, and we can go
and really work hard on our Home-
stead piece for these next couple
weeks.

"But Iʼm a racer – I think we all
are – and weʼre not just going to
hang out these next two weeks.
Texas has been a race track that
weʼve had some success at in the
past. We sat on the pole there ear-
lier this year and had a shot to win
the race… We want to win races,
but weʼre in a luxurious spot, I
guess youʼd call it. I want to win a
championship. Iʼve been doing this
a long time, and have won races,
but a championship is something
thatʼs eluded me."

Sauterʼs No. 21 GMS Racing
Chevrolet surged ahead on the Lap
183 restart. On the same circuit, El-
liott passed Nemechek for the run-
ner-up spot and took off in pursuit
of Sauter. Unable to execute a
clean pass of the leader, Elliott set-
tled for second place in his first
NCWTS start since Nov. 8, 2013.

"I got loose off of Turn 2 coming
to the checkered (flag), and that
was probably my opportunity to get
him," said Elliott, who will start fifth
in Sundayʼs Goodyʼs Fast Relief
500 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
race (1 p.m. ET on NBCSN). "But
youʼve got to be careful. Those
guys are racing for a champi-
onship, and some days itʼs just not
worth making a mistake or wreck-

ing a guy or whatever.
"Obviously, I wish we could have

got him, but I feel like I learned a lot
today, and thatʼs the most impor-
tant thing for (Sunday)."

Kennedy left the track wishing
Ben Rhodes had used the same re-
straint Elliott observed in Satur-
dayʼs race. On Lap 176, Rhodes
punted Kennedyʼs No. 33 Chevro-
let in the middle of Turn 2 and sent
it spinning. In the aftermath of the
wreck, John Wes Townley collided
with Kennedyʼs Silverado, doing
further damage.

Kennedy stayed on the lead lap
but settled for 18th place, worst
among the six Chase drivers and
one spot ahead of two-time cham-
pion Matt Crafton, whose afternoon
went south with a broken left rear
brake caliper.

After the race, Kennedy and
Rhodes engaged in a heated ex-

change on pit road with NASCAR
officials between them.

"He just wrecked us," Kennedy
told reporters. "He tried to wreck us
earlier and failed. On to the next."

Rhodes took responsibility for
the crash.

"I owe him an apology for sure,"
Rhodes said. "I know heʼs in the
Chase. I thought I could nudge him
cleanly but got into him a second
time and spun him around."

Nemechek came home third in
front of Chase drivers Christopher
Bell and Timothy Peters, who ran
fourth and fifth, respectively.
William Byron finished eighth to
gain the fourth spot in the Chase
standings, nine points ahead of
Crafton and 10 ahead of Kennedy.

The series moves to Texas and
Phoenix in the following two weeks
for the completion of the Round of
6.
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Johnny Sauter Holds
Off Chase Elliott

to Advance to
Championship Race

Johnny Sauter is not only overjoyed to win a Martinsville Speed-
way grandfather clock, but that his win qualifies him for the final
NCWTS Chase race. (Ronda Greer photo)

The battle for the lead is on. Race winner Johnny Sauter (21) takes the inside from second place Chase Elliott (71). (Ronda Greer photo)



NEWTON, NC -
Deac McCaskill and
Brandon Setzer
emerged victorious in
an event that featured
a combined 16 lead
changes among 10
drivers during Satur-
day night's CARS Tour
Cloer Construction at
Hickory Motor Speed-
way. It was Mc-
Caskill's second win of

the season, extending his point
lead heading into the season finale,
and Setzer's first this season. For
both, it was also their third career
win in the series.

LATE MODEL STOCK RECAP:
Tommy Lemons, Jr., improved his
odds in the CARS Tour champi-
onship chase by winning the Hed-
geock Racing Pole Position in
qualifying, a feat worth an extra
point in his championship chase of
Deac McCaskill. Craig Moore, a se-
ries interloper, started outside of
Lemons in only his second career
race. 

Lemons charged to the point on
the drop of the green flag, but his
stay there was short-lived as for-
mer NASCAR Sprint Cup Rookie of
the Year Stephen Leicht rocketed
to the front in his Jani-King No. 5
car to lead from lap 5 until a cau-
tion on lap 15 for a multi-car inci-
dent on the frontstretch involving
Layne Riggs, Chris Denny and

Thomas Beane. Riggs ultimately
parked his ride due to damage from
the accident.

On the ensuing restart, Christian
Eckes used the outside lane to
drive past Leicht for the race lead,
leading his first career laps in a late
model stock car under the CARS
Tour sanction. Eckes set the pace
until the third and final caution of
the race on lap 35 for a spin once
again involving Chris Denny on the
backstretch.

Deac McCaskill, who started un-
characteristically deep in the field in
14th, hustled his way through the
field early and was in position to
snatch the lead from Eckes on the
restart. He led for the first time on
lap 36 until another driver who
started alongside of him in row 7,
Justin Carroll, found his way to the
front.

Carroll led from lap 44 until Deac
McCaskill executed another pass
for the lead on lap 58. Josh Berry
followed suit up to second and
stalked McCaskill for the next
handful of laps. Just past halfway,
on lap 84, Berry found a weakness
on McCaskill and made his way
around the No. 08 Ford to claim the
lead for the first time in the
evening. 

Berry's mid-race tenure at the
front of the field was the longest of
any driver during the 150-lap con-
test. While many consider Berry to
be the favorite when the tour visits

Hickory, Deac McCaskill was de-
termined to pull the upset at a track
where he had never won. 

Inside of twenty laps to go, Mc-
Caskill increased the pressure on
Berry, turning underneath of him off
of turn four and initiating a side-by-
side battle that had fans on their
feet for the final 20 laps. McCaskill
led lap 135. Berry reclaimed the top

spot by inches for the next two cir-
cuits. McCaskill held the advantage
again on lap 138 but slipped out of
turn two, allowing Berry to clear him
for the race lead. McCaskill was not
deterred and once again turned un-
derneath of Josh Berry exiting turn
four a few laps later. The pair con-
tinued to race side-by-side until

(Continued Next Page)
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Deac McCaskill celebrates his first career win at Hickory Motor
Speedway after Saturday's Cloer Construction 300 for the CARS
Racing Tour. (Kyle Tretow/CARS photo)

McCaskill, Setzer Victorious
in Ultra-Competitive Cars

Tour Hickory Event



Continued…

McCaskill cleared
Berry for the lead with
five laps to go.

McCaskill pulled
away from Josh Berry
by 1.173 seconds to
claim his third career
CARS Tour victory, his
first of any kind at
Hickory Motor Speed-
way. Berry held onto
second while Tommy
Lemons, Justin Carroll
and Christian Eckes
rounded out the top
five.

"It was tough,
man," McCaskill said when asked
about the final circuits and his race
with Josh Berry in Edelbrock Vic-
tory Lane. "I have a lot of respect
and I try to pump him up as much
as I can because he's got so much
talent it's unreal. He was searching
around trying to find some grip and
he ran me clean. We've raced a lot
with each other and raced each
other really respectful and I knew
he was going to race me hard
tonight. That was a lot of fun, and
this is his place, I just can't believe
we finally won this thing. We had a
poor qualifying effort and had to
come up through the field and and
I was worried about running too
hard but I wanted to get a bonus
point by getting up there and get-
ting the lead. I let the 57 (Carroll)
go and then I let Josh go, and then
it was time to go. 

"I was catching Josh just a bit
and then I'd slip and he'd gain on
me a little bit, but it was like the last
20 laps I was a lot better than he
was and was able to get by him,"
McCaskill continued. "I knew he
was going to go up top and have
the momentum and it was going to
be hard to clear him for the pass,
but I was really good through three
and four through the middle and
had decent drive off. I just can't
thank my guys enough for all their
hard work and effort we've put into
this car. This is a track that's
haunted me in the past, and to
come out of here with a victory is
really neat, it's the first time I've
ever won here. I'm 39 years old
and I still get pumped up over this
stuff right here."

Unofficially, McCaskill carries a
13-point lead into Southern Na-
tional over Tommy Lemons, Jr., for
the driver's championship. Mc-
Caskill has won the last two trips
the series has made to his home
track in Lucama, N.C.

"I want to go for a win," Mc-
Caskill said when asked about

points racing in two weeks at
Southern National. "$5500 to win is
a lot of money, but we don't want to
make any dumb moves or anything
like that, but it is my home track
and anything can happen. I wasn't
expecting to qualify 14th tonight,
that caught us all off guard, but
there's a reason for everything and
I have to thank the man upstairs for
what He blessed me with tonight
because this is an awesome win for
us and this is huge. I feel like to be
in a position to be a champion in
something like this, you have to be
able to win at more than one track
and it's haunted me for a long time
since I had only won two CARS
races at Southern National. To put
Hickory down in the record book
means a lot to me personally."

SUPER LATE MODEL RECAP:
Brandon Setzer set quick time dur-
ing Mahle Pistons Pole Qualifying
at Hickory, much like he did in this
event one year ago, with California
driver Zane Smith clocking in sec-
ond fastest and starting alongside.
On the initial gren flag, Setzer
jumped out to the early lead and
set the pace for the opening 20 cir-
cuits.

By lap 21, Tyler Church, making
his first start with the tour since Or-
ange County in July, motored his
way to the front of the field and by-
passed Setzer for the lead. Jeff
Batten spun down the backstretch
on lap 52, bringing out a yellow flag
and erasing Church's lead on the
restart.

Nine laps after the restart,
Church began to fade and Lucas
Jones piloted his No. 16 SRI Per-

formance Ford to the lead for the
first time in his career. Tyler
Church's night came to brief halt on
lap 76 when his No. 7 Chevrolet
stopped in turn three, forcing offi-
cials to throw the yellow once
again.

Lurking in the top five all race
long, Brandon Setzer took advan-
tage of a missed shift by Jones on
the restart to re-take the lead in turn
one. Just eighteen laps later, for-
mer third-place runner Cole Timm
slowed and ultimately stopped on-
track with a broken third link which
brought out yet another caution and
also ended Timm's night.

Outside pole starter Zane Smith
got his first taste of the lead on lap
95 when he used the outside to
drive by Setzer on the restart. The
race was in Smith's control until
Garret Archer sent Tristan Van-
Wieringen for a ride in turn two,
dropping the No. 2 of Archer to the
tail for over-aggressive driving and
bringing out the fifth yellow of the
night.

On lap 101, the field went green
once again and Setzer, who was
second, once again captured the
top spot on the restart and began
to draw away from the field. Behind
him, Riley Herbst, Raphael Lessard
and Josh Berry were duking it out
for the second spot. Within sight of
the finish, on lap 140, Church,
Berry and Stephen Leicht all spun
in turn three due to apparent fluid
on track to bring out the sixth cau-
tion of the night. 

At the very same time as the
caution waved, Setzer's lead ma-
chine began to show a faint wisp of

smoke at times around the track.
However, there were no reports of
fluid from his car either by drivers
or officials, and he was allowed to
continue. With ten laps to go, his
machine shot out to the point once
again on what many assumed
would be the final restart of the
night.

Setzer took the initial white flag
as the leader at the conclusion of
lap 149, but soon thereafter, a spin
by Taylor Stricklin put the field
under caution once again, setting
up a green-white-checker restart
per CARS Tour rules since the
checkered flag had not yet been
displayed.

Raphael Lessard, the champi-
onship point leader, sailed his Toy-
ota off into turn one outside of
Setzer, but the North Carolina
driver prevailed and cleared
Lessard exiting turn two for the
lead. Lessard and Riley Herbst
continued their tussle from earlier
behind Setzer who drove away to
his third career CARS Super Late
Model Tour powered by VP Fuels
victory. Herbst, Lessard, Lucas
Jones and Chandler Smith rounded
out the top five.

"I thought the race was over, be-
cause we had just lost power steer-
ing coming to like ten to go, so that
restart really hurt us," explained
Setzer in Edelbrock Victory Lane.
"We were having other issues too,
it started running hot and we lost
water, the motor was blowing up
and missing, I really don't know, but
this car was on point though. My
dad has busted his tail this year to
make this thing what it can be and
he does so much for me, it's awe-
some, as do all of these guys, my
sponsors and my girlfriend, I just
have to say thank you so much."

The season finale for the CARS
Racing Tour is November 12 at
Southern National Motorsports
Park in Lucama, NC. The Late
Model Stock Tour driver's champi-
onship is still up for grabs, as is the
owner's title in that division. Barring
any unforseen circumstances,
Raphael Lessard will enter the
event needing only to start his en-
gine to claim the Super Late Model
Tour championship.

For more information on the
CARS Tour, visit their website
at www.carsracingtour.com. Up-
dates can also be found on the se-
ries Facebook page (/carstour),
Twitter (@carstour), Instagram
(@cars_tour) and Youtube channel
(/c/carstour).

The series Roku app is also
populated regularly with content
from CARS Tour events and spe-
cial productions.

Brandon Setzer captured his third career CARS Super Late Model
Tour win at Hickory Motor Speedway in the Cloer Construction 300.
(Kyle Tretow/CARS photo)
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CHARLOTTE, NC
- As the weather cools
and the seasons
change, another Pro
All Stars Series
(PASS) Super Late
Model season will go
into the books this
weekend at Concord
Speedway.  This year
two great events will

come together as the PASS Super
Late Models will compete for 125
laps in the Mason-Dixon Meltdown
as part of the 14th Annual North-
South Shootout.  In addition, both
the PASS National Championship
and PASS South Super Late Model
titles will be decided on Saturday
afternoon in the Meltdown.

Since 2008, the PASS National
Championship has become Super
Late Model racingʼs only true undis-
puted national title.  Coming into
this weekendʼs action, Turner, MEʼs
Ben Rowe will be seeking an un-
precedented fourth PASS National
Championship crown.  In his first
start at Concord Speedway in
2007, Rowe edged out Corey
Williams to take the win in the sec-
ond ever running of the Mason-
Dixon Meltdown.

While Rowe enjoys a fairly
healthy 72-point advantage, New
Hampshireʼs Jeremy Davis will be
making his first trip down to Con-
cord Speedway in hopes of upset-
ting Rowe for the national
championship.

The race for the PASS South
Super Late Model title, however, is
much closer.  Kodie Conner and
Matt Craig are separated by only
four points entering Saturdayʼs
125-lapper and there are plenty of
ironies that surround the two driv-
ers.  In addition to both being
teenagers, each are from nearby
Kannapolis and both started racing
across the street from the Concord
Speedway half-mile at the facilityʼs
quarter-mile track; Conner in Ban-
doleros and Craig in Legends cars.
When either driver wins the cham-
pionship this weekend, they will
join Alex Haase, Ryan Blaney, and
Tate Fogleman as teens that have
been able to claim the Southʼs old-
est Super Late Model title.

Conner comes into this week-
endʼs Mason-Dixon Meltdown fi-
nale as the unlikely points leader,
considering that this is his rookie

season competing in PASS Super
Late Models.  But, a strong runner-
up finish early in the season at Dil-
lon Motor Speedway and his first
start in the prestigious Oxford 250
have shown that Conner has what
it takes to compete alongside short
track racingʼs best.

“I know going into the Meltdown
at Concord, itʼs going to be tough,
but to be competing for the cham-
pionship and having a four point
lead does help,” says Conner,
driver of the Champion Spark
Plugs/Trump For President Toyota
#45.  “Itʼs been a great year, we be-
came teammates with Matt Craig,
so a battle among friends will de-
termine the champion.”

Likewise, Craig has had a break-
out season that has seen him
emerge as one of the top Super
Late Model racers in the country.
Like Conner, things started quickly
for Craig, charging back from an
electrical problem to capture his
first career PASS South Super Late
Model win in April at Caraway
Speedway.  Craig led the points at
times during the summer and just
missed out on more checkered
flags at Anderson Motor Speedway
and Hickory Motor Speedway.
Craig returns to Concord Speed-
way on Saturday driving for his
family-owned team.  The same
team that drivers such as Clay
Rogers, Rodney Childers, and Jeff
Fultz have driven to victory lane at
Concord in the past.

“I really hope we can pull it off
this weekend and win the champi-
onship,” says Craig, who drives the
C&C Boilers Sales & Service #54
Chevrolet.  “I think the best thing for
me this week is to go through my
regular routine, try not to think
about it all week, and be ready to
go on Saturday at Concord.”

While the championship leaders
will be fighting for the titles, drivers
from across North America will be
looking to get to victory lane on
Saturday.  Trevor Sanborn will
make the trip down from Maine
driving the potent Woodman Rac-
ing #4, while fellow Mainer Dave
Farrington, Jr. will be making his
first trip to compete in the south.
JP Josiasse once again makes the
20-plus hour trip from Ontario,
while on the other end of the spec-
trum, Dustin Dunn heads up from
Florida for his second PASS South

start, as well as Terry Horak.  Geor-
giaʼs Spencer Davis returns to
PASS for the first time this season,
and will be joined by Oklahomaʼs
Tanner Berryhill and New Yorkʼs
Christian Eckes.  Local favorites
looking to go to victory lane will be
Jared Irvan, Wes Burton, and Jake
Spillers.  

All the action gets under way on
Thursday at Concord Speedway
with an optional practice for all divi-
sions from Noon – 6 PM.  On Fri-
day, practice begins at 10 AM, with
qualifying at 5 PM, and features for
the Vintage Modifieds, Street
Stocks, Vintage Sportsman, and
Mini Stock starting around 6:30

PM.  Then, on Saturday, practice
starts at 9 AM, followed by the Pit
Party at 12:30 PM, and main
events going green at 2 PM for the
PASS South Super Late Models,
Tour-type Modifieds, Limited Late
Models, SK Modifieds and Vintage
Cars.

PASS Super Late Model entry
forms and the complete weekend
schedules for this weekendʼs
events at Concord Speedway can
be found at ProAllStarsSeries.com.

Donʼt forget to “Like” the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter @PASSSLM14 to
keep up with breaking news as it
happens.

P.A
.S.
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PASS Championships
to be Decided at

Concordʼs North-South
Shootout Finale

PASS cars race to the start finish line at Concord Speedway.
(PASS photo)
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Texas Motor
Speedway

FORT WORTH,
TX - Texas Motor
Speedway has be-
come an international
destination over the
past five years with
NASCAR and Verizon
IndyCar Series race
fans visiting the world-
renowned motorsports
venue from 41 coun-
tries and territories.

They have arrived
from literally all ends
of the earth, with six of
the world's seven con-
tinents represented in-

cluding North America, South
America, Asia, Australia, Africa and
Europe. Not surprising, the lone
one missing is Antarctica, the
southernmost continent and site of
the South Pole that is a virtually un-
inhabited, ice-covered landmass.

But that isn't going to deter
Texas Motor Speedway for striving
for perfection by having a fan rep-
resenting every continent attend a
race in this five-year span during its
20th anniversary season of racing.

It may appear to be an implausi-
ble idea to identify a race fan from
Antarctica, but let's not forget that
the National Science Foundation's
United States Antarctic Program
(USAP) is stationed there and
those employees return to their
U.S. homes after their tenures.
There also have been military de-
ployments over the years.

There also are two places in
Antarctica that are sometimes re-
garded as civilian "towns." The first
is the Chilean Villa Las Estrel-
las base (just over 100 residents in
the summer, around 80 in the win-
ter) on King George Island, part of
the South Shetlands group this is
off the western tip of the Antarctic
Peninsula. The second is the Ar-
gentinian Esperanza base (55 win-
ter residents) in Hope Bay at the
very tip of the peninsula. They both
have medical facilities and a
school, among other facilities, but
are more accurately regarded as
associations to the military and sci-
entific operations. In recent years,
the Chilean Villa Las Estrellas has
become the site of tourist activity
for "fly/sail" trips to Antarctica.
There are snowmobile and ski trips
available from the "town" as well as
wildlife sightseeing and these
tourist visits are served by a small
20-place hostel.

Texas Motor Speedway is
searching for any individual that
can prove they were a temporary
resident of Antarctica and their re-

ward will be a free VIP package to
the AAA Texas 500 NASCAR triple-
header weekend Nov. 4-6. The
speedway will provide that individ-
ual along with a guest a pair of
suite tickets for the race weekend,
pre-race passes to the concert by
country artist Jake Owen, access to
the Sprint Cup drivers' meeting and
garage passes along with a Texas
Motor Speedway "No Limits" mer-
chandise package.

"Given our 'No Limits' theme, it
is only appropriate that we would
celebrate an individual that has
lived in the driest, coldest, windiest
and emptiest place on Earth in the
name of scientific research," Texas
Motor Speedway President Eddie
Gossage said. "I'm very optimistic
that we may very well have some-
one in our own backyard that has
spent time in Antarctica and we
look forward to providing them and
a guest with the ultimate NASCAR
experience."

For those individuals that can
prove they were temporary Antarc-
tica residents and are interested in
the free AAA Texas 500 VIP pack-
age, please contact Texas Motor
Speedway through pr@texasmo-
torspeedway.com or through our
social platforms on Twitter at @tx-
motorspeedway or the speedway's
official Facebook page.

Texas Motor Speedway will play
host to a NASCAR tripleheader
weekend beginning with the Camp-
ing World Truck Series Longhorn
350 on Friday, Nov. 4. The truck se-
ries race will be followed by the
XFINITY Series O'Reilly Auto Parts
Challenge on Saturday, Nov. 5, and
culminate with the Sprint Cup Se-
ries AAA Texas 500 on Sunday,
Nov. 6. For more information,
please visit www.texasmotorspeed-
way.com or call the speedway
ticket office at 817.215.8500.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Raceway President & CEO Bran-
don Igdalsky Senator Mario Scav-
ello (R-40), State Representative
Keith Gillespie (R-42), majority
chairman of the House Game and
Fisheries Committee and Matt
Hough, Executive Director of the
Pennsylvania Game Commission
were on hand Friday to donate bat
houses during an interactive ses-
sion at the racewayʼs massive 25-
acre, three megawatt solar farm.

The bat houses were created by
repurposing Chevrolet Volt battery
covers, which was challenging to
recycle by traditional means. Recy-
cled scrap circuit trays from
Chevrolet SUV and truck engine
control modules fit inside the struc-

ture, providing an easy-to-cling-to
surface for the bats.

“Weʼve built about 450 of these
bat houses over the last six years,”
said John Bradburn, General Mo-
torsʼ global waste reduction man-
ager. “At GM, we view waste as just
a resource out of place. This initia-
tive reinforces our commitment to
the environment while enabling us
to work alongside students who
help us put the finishing touches on
these projects.”

Bradburn led the initiative on the
bat houses and was at Pocono
Raceway in 2015 when members
of the Pocono Raceway Kids Club
powered by Pocono Medical Cen-
ter built the bat houses in conjunc-
tion with the NASCAR Green
program.

“This is a tremendous example
of teamwork and a lot of people
and organizations working together
for a great benefit,” said Igdalsky.
“Our thanks to Chevrolet for finding
this innovative reuse application, to
the Game Commission for utilizing
the bat houses and to our little fans
for helping us build them.”

Fifteen bat houses were con-
structed at Pocono Raceway and
four will be used around the race-
wayʼs property. The Pennsylvania
Game Commission will utilize the
others to provide a shelter for fe-
male bats and their young through-
out Northeastern Pennsylvania.

The bat houses can accommo-
date up to 150 females and their
young. Bats are a critical element
to the ecosystems balance as each
one can eat up to 5,000 insects per
night and provide mosquito control. 

Courtesy of the Pennsylvania
Game Commissions, signs will ac-
company each bat house explain-
ing the partnerships and benefits of
the bat houses.

Pocono Raceway will host
seven major events in 2017, in-
cluding two NASCAR and one Ver-
izon IndyCar Series weekend.
Tickets can be purchased on-line at
www.poconoraceway.com, by call-
ing 1-800-RACEWAY or in person
at the Pocono Raceway Ticket Of-
fice on Long Pond Road.

Phoenix Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ - The Chase for

the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
has made the fall race at Phoenix
Raceway more crucial than ever as
the field of drivers in the Round of 8
is cut to the
#Phoenix4 – the final
four drivers in con-
tention for the cham-
pionship. After the
checkered flag
waves for the Can-

Am 500 on Sunday, Nov. 13, the
#Phoenix4 will advance with their
championship dreams only one
race away.

This year, Phoenix Raceway is
asking fans who they think will ad-
vance from the Round of 8 in the
Chase for the NASCAR Sprint Cup
as the #Phoenix4.

Follow @PhoenixRaceway on
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram
for #Phoenix4 updates. 

Fans can start voting now to
choose the four drivers they think
will survive the Can-Am 500 and
solidify their position in the
#Phoenix4. Click here to vote, or
download the mobile app on iTunes
or Google Play to vote on a mobile
device. Results will be unveiled
throughout the Can-Am 500 race
weekend. 

Tickets for the Can-Am 500 start
at just $35, and are available online
at PhoenixRaceway.com, by phone
at 1-866-408-RACE (7223) or in
person at the PIR ticket office.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - While Hal-

loween is around the corner, Char-
lotte Motor Speedway is already
prepping for a Christmas light show
extravaganza like no other. Speed-
way Christmas returns Nov. 19 with
three million lights totaling a record
3.75 miles around the speedway,
infield and concourse that will illu-
minate the iconic race track with
Christmas-related staples including
Santa Claus and Frosty the Snow-
man.

Building on the fan-friendly holi-
day atmosphere, this yearʼs Speed-
way Christmas – which runs until
Dec. 31 but is closed on Christmas
Day – will also feature an infield
Christmas village with a petting
zoo, Bethlehem village, horse-
drawn wagon rides and photos with
Santa. Additionally, fans can sit in
their cars and cozy up to Movie
Nights on the giant Speedway TV
every Thursday-Sunday, with clas-
sic Christmas films.

The first day of Speedway
Christmas coincides with the Egg
Nog Jog 5K, a high-energy fun run
to kick off the holiday festivities.

TICKETS: Fans can buy tickets
to Speedway Christmas, which
start at just $20, by calling 1-800-
455-FANS (3267), or visiting
http://www.charlottemotorspeed-
way.com/tickets/.
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CONCORD, NC -
Donny Schatz orches-
trated the celebration
of his 229th career trip
to victory lane differ-
ently Saturday night at
The Dirt Track at
Charlotte. The 20-year
World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Sprint
Car Series superstar -
as usual - hoisted the
flag into an erupting
confetti machine after
the Bad Boy Off Road

World Finals. But the thousands of
fans erupted too when he casted
the VP Racing Fuels checkered
flag into the stands among the
falling confetti.

Another extraordinary compo-
nent to Schatz's night-cap was his
reflection on the other 24 wins dur-
ing the season. Each victory added
value to his season - alongside the
60 top-five's and 77 top-10's in a
season with some-90 points races.
Collectively, his consistent success
throughout the rigor of one of the
most premier national tours led to
a dominant 314-point spread in the
series' points race. With the points
lead, Schatz officially captured his
eighth series championship;
Schatz has won a championship in
40 percent of his seasons with the
Outlaws.

"I know fans would have loved to
see it go down to the wire," said
Schatz about his championship
campaign. "It's hard to say in this
sport when you take 92 events
coast-to-coast you have during the
season. We left Florida to start this
season 100-plus points in the hole.
We had to win. We dug out of that
hole - a 100-point deficit to a 300-
point deposit with four DNFs along
the way. To me, it was one of the
hardest fought comebacks that
we've had, and I'm really proud of
my guys for that. After that, it says
there's nothing my guys can't do."

Like Schatz alluded to, he and
his Tony Stewart Racing team en-
countered adversity at DIRTcar Na-
tionals at Volusia Speedway Park.
Though he captured his first win of
the season on the second night of
the three-day event, Schatz did not
make the feature in the opener and
concluded the event placing out-
side of the top 10. For the reigning
series champion, who won 31
races in 2015, he felt the pressure
early-on.

"On paper, we won a lot of races
and had no DNFs," said Schatz

recollecting on 2015. "The hardest
thing you can ever do is come out
of a hole. We came out of that hole,
and had consistent top-five and
top-three finishes. But, there were
also some things we left on the
table. We left a championship out
of Knoxville [Nationals], but this
championship somewhat makes up
for that."

This year's championship and a
victory at the highly-regarded
King's Royal at Eldora (Ohio)
Speedway were two redeemable
up-sides to the season. To him,
those moments are still "hard to put
into perspective." In the 10-month
span of preparation and competi-
tion, Schatz's successes have yet
to resonate with him. Though it will
take Schatz some time to absorb
the total success of the year, his tri-
umph for the finale of World Finals
was felt immediately in victory lane.

Schatz, who started fifth for the
30-lap feature, used his momentum
from the previous night toward his
2016 season send-off. Schatz was
honored with the KSE Hard
Charger award the previous night,
climbing 10 spots to a third place
finish. Starting nine spots better
than Friday's feature, Schatz was
in a better position to contend for
the win.

Platinum driver David Gravel,
who won his heat race and the
Craftsman® Club Dash earlier in
the program, was seeking his 10th
win of the season; by doing so, he
would have joined Schatz as the

only two drivers in the series to
record double-digit win totals.
Gravel led the field into the green
flag. From there he alternated from
the top in turns one and two to the
bottom in turns three and four to
maintain the top spot.

The first of four cautions on the
second lap not only diminished
Gravel's buffer, but also regrouped
the field. On the restart, Schatz
charged forward. He picked-up his
podium spot then, thereon setting
his sights on quick-timer Greg Hod-
nett and Gravel ahead of him.
Schatz eventually used lapped traf-
fic to take over the second spot on
the backstretch. More importantly,
a trend was developing: Schatz
used the breaks in momentum from

the cautions to his advantage.
The race's second caution on

the 13th lap again regrouped the
field; the top-three was beginning
to separate by half-second inter-
vals before the yellow flag waved.
His strategy of using cautions came
into play three laps later when it
paired him with Gravel. Gravel de-
fended his top spot on the restart
and more importantly in turns one
and two. However, the following lap
reopened the door in Schatz's
favor. Schatz, unable to get under
Gravel the first time, made a suc-
cessful move the second time
around before another caution on
the 15th lap.

Halfway home, Gravel dipped 
(Continued Next Page)
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s Schatz Sweetens the
Season with Win

Donny Schatz emerges victorious from his winged sprint car after
winning the season finale at The Dirt Track at Charlotte, his 229th
career win. (Harold Hinson photo)



Continued…

below Schatz in an at-
tempt to reclaim the
lead. But, a strong
restart from Schatz
made it an ill-attempt.
Gravel stayed on pace
with Schatz thereafter,
maintaining a sub-
second distance away
from him. The race's
final caution with nine
laps remaining gave
Gravel another oppor-
tunity to strike.

Gravel, taking the
same approach, tried
to leverage his race-

car underneath Schatz's in turns
three and four. However, Schatz's
raw speed kept the battle at bay; he
led Gravel by 0.472 seconds with
eight laps to go. Within those laps,
Platinum driver Joey Saldana
sealed the deal for third. Saldana
started seventh in the feature.

"As the run went on, the more
and more [Schatz] slipped off turn
four," said Gravel, explaining his
strategy. "The bottom was definitely
better there later, but I just could
not keep up on the restarts. He just
checked-out on the restarts, and I
just couldn't close the gap."

While Schatz and Gravel pro-
tected their spots for the rest of the
feature, Hodnett sought revenge. In
the closing laps, Hodnett was able
to reclaim the final podium spot.
Even so, seven Outlaws finished
inside the top 10. Schatz ultimately
won the race by a 0.788-second
margin.

"Joey races really hard, but I
could squeeze in under him a cou-
ple of times enough to get out
front," Hodnett said. "But I'll tell you
what, hats-off to Schatz, Gravel
and those guys. All these guys are
really tough, and just to be able to
half-ass compete with them, I'm
just really proud of it. Would have
liked the turn out to be better, but
we'll be back God-willing to see
what we can do in front of these
great fans."

Gravel, the 2013 Kevin Gob-
recht Rookie of the Year, recorded
his best season with the Outlaws
since joining the national tour. He
improved on last year's winless
season, taking nine more check-
ered flags and earning 36 more
top-five performances.

Johnson Earns Fourth
Series Win of 2016
CONCORD, NC - Jason John-

son set the tone for the World of
Outlaws Craftsman® Sprint Car

Series Friday night, winning the
first night of racing for the Bad Boy
Off Road World Finals at The Dirt
Track at Charlotte. Johnson, who
idled his winged sprint down victory
lane for the fourth time this season,
has made his victories count for the
series' most celebrated races in
2016.

"I'll tell you what, these Priority
Aviation/ Mesilla Valley Transporta-
tion guys have been doing a hell of
a job all year long," said Johnson,
beaming on the front-stretch. "To
cap it off at the end of the year with
a victory in front of this great
crowd...couldn't say any more bout
the facility at such an awesome
event...to win is just an honor."

Earlier in the year, Johnson
recorded his second win at the
prestigious 5-Hour Energy
Knoxville Nationals presented
by Casey's General Stores on Au-
gust 13. At Knoxville (Iowa) Race-
way, the Eunice, La. native battled
wheel-to-wheel with points leader
Donny Schatz for a valuable exten-
sion on the event's 56-year history.
Johnson encountered a similar sit-
uation at World Finals.

Johnson, who started fourth in
the feature, preceded the feature

with a heat win and second place
finish in the second Crafts-
man® Club Dash; Dale Blaney fin-
ished ahead of him. With Blaney
starting second and fellow Platinum
driver Brad Sweet on the pole for
the 30-lap feature, Johnson faced
an uphill battle chock-full of the
sport's most proven drivers.

Sweet, riding the high of winning
the first dash of the night, started
strong into the green flag. However,
Blaney superseded his prowess
and managed to take the top spot
in the opening laps. Within the first
three laps, Blaney increased his
lead to 2.044 seconds. Two laps
later, Johnson caught his stride and
undertook Sweet exiting turn one
for the second spot.

Sweet did not go down without a
fight; he redeemed his spot on the
race's ninth lap. The two drivers
thereon jockeyed for the runner-
up spot, both using an under-over
maneuver on each other for the
next two laps. Johnson got the best
of the battle, securing the spot ex-
iting turn four on the 11th lap.

From there, Sweet faded. Logan
Schuchart, who started seventh on
the night, got around Sweet for the
final podium position. While

Schuchart was solidifying his spot
on the podium, Johnson was cut-
ting into Blaney's lead. With 10 laps
remaining, Johnson came within
0.382 seconds before the race's
first and only caution. By this time,
the World of Outlaws regulars
claimed six out of the top seven
spots. Schatz was sitting in sixth.

"I'm very lucky to drive this race-
car right now," Schuchart said. "Our
guys do a very great job, and it's a
fast car. I felt better as the race
went on. I felt like it was the fastest
car at the end of the race. The
weather looks similar tomorrow so
hopefully the track is similar."

On the restart, Johnson closed
the gap more than he had origi-
nally. Blaney and Johnson fought
side-by-side, their cars parallel to
each other exiting turn four with
nine laps remaining. All the while,
Schatz began his charge to the
front. The seven-time series cham-
pion - soon to be eighth once he
signs in for the event's finale -
made his way up to third with six
laps left in the feature.

"These guys did an incredible
job," Schatz said. "The racetrack:
you really didn't know what was
going to happen there. I'm glad
those guys worked it. It made for a
great race. I thought we were in re-
ally great shape coming through
there. I tried to change and adapt
to what I had. Tonight was definitely
a big learning curve, and it's defi-
nitely fun."

Johnson proved to be too much
for Blaney, and in the closing laps
fell back. Johnson had sole pos-
session of the lead. Schuchart and
Schatz were able to get by Blaney,
finishing one-two respectively be-
hind Johnson. With Schatz's
charge, he recorded his 59th top-
five performance of the year.
Adding to the series' success, the
Outlaws placed in eight of the top-
10 spots.

"We're a privateer team, and
we're definitely financially driven,"
said Johnson, earning the $12,000
purse. "So, it's an honor to pull-off
another victory."

Schatz, who doubled-over into
the World of Outlaws Crafts-
man® Late Model Series, finished
15th in the 50-lap feature which
preceded the Sprint class. Schatz
said he is having "a lot of fun" dab-
bling in both classes, but his focus
for the finale will be in sprint car.

"I don't think I was cut-out to
drive those cars," Schatz said.
"Those 50 laps seemed like 500 to
me. It was brutal. Tomorrow will be
a little better being able to run the
sprint car first. So, we'll see what
happens with that."

Wo
rld

 of
 Ou

tla
ws

Cr
af

tsm
an

 Sp
rin

t C
ar

 Se
rie

s

Jason Johnson raced his way to victory lane Friday night during
the first night of the Bad Boy Off Road World Finals at The Dirt
Track at Charlotte. (Alan Marler photo)



CONCORD, NC -
After a hard fought
weekend from Chris
Madden it all paid off
on the final night of the
season finale when
his No. 44 machine
found its way into Vic-
tory Lane. Throughout
the past three days at
the Bad Boy Off Road
World of Outlaws
World Finals, Madden

proved he was a strong contender
as he remained in the front of the
pack every time he took the track. 

"When you're fast the whole time
there's a little more pressure be-
cause you can't slow it up. It's not
like being slow and trying to get
better," said Madden. 

30-drivers from 15 different
states across the country took to
The Dirt Track at Charlotte for Sat-
urday night's 50-lap Craftsman
Club Feature and it was anything
but a Sunday afternoon drive to the
grocery store as each driver battled
it out from green-to-checkered.
Many drivers found their way into
the top-10 spots throughout the
night and more than a handful
danced in the top-5.

Picking number one in the re-
draw, Madden would start at the
pole position. Tim McCreadie
grabbed a number two to start him
in the second position. The battle
for the lead between Madden and
McCreadie was from first lap where
they went door-to-door until lap 7
where Madden was able to gain
two car lengths between them. 

With the help of a caution on lap
10, the field tightened and gave
everyone the opportunity to move
up the ladder. From lap 16 to lap 30
Madden, McCreadie and Josh
Richards were doing all they could
to maneuver around each other
and lap traffic they encountered. All
three swapping podium-positions
along the way.

A caution fell on lap 30 and
Richards headed to the hot pits but
rejoined the field to finish out the
race. Richards was able to make a
hard charge forward from the back,
ultimately finishing twelfth. 

The battle between Madden and
McCreadie held out until the lap 48
where Madden was able to
squeeze between lap traffic and
make a break away all the way to
the checkered flag.

"[Madden] led a lot of laps last

night and you just don't know
where to be. He got better and I
thought there was a chance but he
pulled a hell of a move [between
two lap cars in Turn 2] and I just got
hung for a second and that was the
race. [Madden] has helped me out
a lot this week so it's fun to race like
that - we had a blast" said Mc-
Creadie.

After learning some adjustments
from the previous night, Madden
said, "we tightened up from the sit-
uation we got into last night and
just tried to have a better car and
we got it too tight tonight and could-
n't cut around the bottom like [Tim
McCreadie] could. I found some-
thing there in the middle and
started to run those guys back
down by working that middle and fi-
nally got me a groove that we could
carry a lot of momentum. I knew we
weren't going to have a problem if
we ran into lap traffic but we did
and broke my momentum but we
put ourselves into position to win
the race."

There were several hard-charg-
ers in the season finale for the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Late
Models. Brandon Overton gave
viewers deja vu as he mimicked the
previous day's racing where he
started joined the feature through
winning the Last Chance Show-
down which started him in the
twentieth position of the 30-car 50-
lap feature. On Friday night Over-
ton finished one spot shy from the
podium. 

On Saturday, Overton followed
suit and won his Last Chance
Showdown which transferred him
into the Feature and started him
again in the twentieth position. Al-
though he gave the 50-lap feature
all he could, Overton ran out of laps
and finished fifth.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series will wrap up their
season at the end-of-the-year ban-
quet where season-ending awards
will be given out and honoring the
Series Champion, Josh Richards.
The Outlaw Late Models will re-
sume action at DIRTcar Nationals
Florida in February, 2017.

Richards Claims Win
Number 18 on the

2016 Season
CONCORD, NC - Josh Richards

claims Friday Nights World of Out-
laws Craftsman® Late Model Se-

ries Feature win at the 2016 Bad
Boy Off Road World Finals. With
one more series win in the books
for 2016, Richards claims number
18 on the 2016 season setting the
new World of Outlaws Late Model
Series record for most wins in a
single-season.

The previous single-season se-
ries record holder was Darrell Lani-
gan who took to The Dirt Track at
Charlotte on Friday night and ran
bumper-to-bumper with Richards
for the majority of the race while
they battled it out between the sec-
ond and third positions. 

"It was a hell of a race there at
the end," said Lanigan "We have a
pretty good car there in the middle
of the race and we got a little loose
there coming off toward the end
and Josh got by me on the restart -
hats off to those guys they had
good pieces too so we will come
back tomorrow night and see if we
can't get something."

Of the 50-Lap Feature it was
Chris Madden who led most of the
way with 45-laps hanging out in the
top spot. With only a few laps left in
the feature, Richards changed his
strategy and decided to ride the
cushion, passing both Lanigan and
Madden taking him all the way to
Victory Lane. 

"I felt like we were pretty good
early in the race. We were just a lit-
tle free and we kind of just had to
throw a Hail Mary there at the end
and it worked out we were able to

pull it off and win," said Richards. "I
don't even know if it's really sunk in
yet, we just try to give 110% each
and every day and to accumulate
the year that we've had it has been
a dream of mine and I guess I did-
n't actually ever dream it would
happen. I'm just glad to be able to
race and do what I love to do and to
be in this position where I can con-
tend to win races and put on a
show for the fans, that's all I could
ask for."

Richards was not the only one
on the track successfully hard-
charging toward the front. Brandon
Overton squeezed his way into the
feature by winning the Last Chance
Showdown for group two. Overton
started deep in the field in the 20th-
position for the Feature race. A
handful of cautions caused the
gaps in the field to tighten while
Overton, using them to his advan-
tage, continued to move up the
chain. 

When the checkered flag fell,
Overton had gained 16 positions
from his start in the Feature putting
him in fourth.

Although there is still another full
day of racing at The Dirt Track at
Charlotte, Richards has already
claimed the 2016 World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late Model Series
Championship with more than a
280-point lead rounding out the
season with 18-wins, 31 top 5's, 35
top 10's, 10 Fast Times, and 27
heat wins.
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Boy Off Road World Finals
On Top

Chris Madden celebrates in victory lane after racing his way to the
win on the final night of racing in the Bad Boy Off Road World of
Outlaws World Finals. (Alan Marler photo)



CONCORD, NC -
Matt Sheppard, the
driver of the FX
Caprara No. 9s Big
Block Modified, made
a mark in history this
weekend as he broke
a record and won his
fifth Super DIRTcar
Series Championship.
Sheppard proved

once again that he was the man to
beat Saturday night during the Bad
Boy Off Road World Finals at The
Dirt Track at Charlotte.

"This place was so racy tonight,"
said Sheppard in victory lane.
"These big blocks put on a heck of
a show tonight. We were racing
two, three, four wide there. Last
time we started on the pole and led
the whole race. I was happy to get
that win and tonight was even more
satisfying. Starting in the back a lit-
tle bit further and driving through
the field. I just can't say enough
about this racecar. It was just fan-
tastic."

Pat Ward and Justin Haers led
the 29-car field to the initial green
flag. On the drop of the green, a
four-car battle for the lead emerged
as Ward, Hears, Brett Hearn and
Billy Decker all ran wire-to-wire -
until Haers took the lead and pulled
away from the field on lap two.

Decker, who started fifth, slid his
way into third as he began to chase
down Ward.

It didn't take long for eighth
place starter, Sheppard, to make
his way into the picture as he
slipped his way under Tim Fuller
and advanced into fifth on lap ten.

The first caution of the night was
brought out due to a slow moving
Mike Mahaney.

Racing once again resumed but
not for long as Ryan Watt made
hard contact with the turn one wall
on lap 12.

Keith Flach, Erick Rudolph and
Mike Maresca made contact going
into turn three, sending Flach flip-
ping on lap 14.

The third restart of the night saw
Hearn running the outside line as
Sheppard tried to sneak up under-
neath him. Hearn didn't give up that
easily as he managed to close the
door on Sheppard.

Justin Haers held a steady lead
at the halfway mark over Ward,
Decker, Hearn and Sheppard.

The battle for third began to heat
up as Hearn and Sheppard started
closing in on Decker on lap 24.

Wight soon made his way into
the picture as four cars began to
battle side-by-side for the third po-
sition.

As the battle for third continued,
Haers caught the back end of the
pack with just eight laps remaining.

Sheppard was a man on the
move as he moved his way into
third on lap 32 then soon began to
close in on Ward.

Sheppard charged hard into one
and slid up out of two to pass Ward
for second on lap 35.

Haers got out of shape coming
out of turn four and Sheppard was
there to take advantage. Sheppard
blew by Hears on the front stretch
and went on to take the lead on lap
36.

Another yellow was thrown with
two laps to go due to a slowing
Tyler Dippel.

Ward took advantage of the lap
38 restart as he drove by Haers for
second, setting his sights on Shep-
pard.

Ward ran out of time and fell one
spot short as Sheppard crossed the
line first over Ward, Haers, Hearn
and Wight to sweep the weekend
at The Dirt Track at Charlotte and
to capture his fifth Super DIRTcar
Series Championship.

"It's like we flipped a light switch
there about halfway and that thing
just took off like a missile," Shep-
pard said. "When I could see Justin
and Pat there I wanted to win this
race again. I didn't want to settle for
third. Thankfully this car was good
enough that we could do it."

Ward had a competitive car as it
showed this weekend during World
Finals by placing his No. 42p Big
Block Modified in the top five in
both features.

"Sheppard has had a very dom-
inant car. You can't say enough
about the way he's been running,"
Ward said. "Justin bobbled one
time and it just happened to be
when Matt was up under me and I
was just kind of hoping Justin did
that sooner so I could get by. It was
a heck of a race between the three
of us."

Friday nights second place fin-
isher was looking to get the job
done and move one spot forward
but ended up closing out the sea-

son with a third place finish. 
"We'll take it. We were on a little

bit different tire than Pat and Matt,"
Haers said. "I wanted to move
down because the top was getting
so far out there, my right front was
harder than both of these guys. I
just couldn't turn anymore, then I'd
get lose up off. 

A true podium finish in Charlotte,
we can't complain."

"I honestly didn't know how
many laps were left," laughed
Sheppard. "I knew there couldn't be
a ton. I was running just as hard as
I could and luckily we were able to
get to the lead. When we got the
lead it was kind of a sigh of relief.
Again, I didn't want to see that yel-
low at the end but just like last night
this car is so good. It felt good to
win the race last night but to do it
the way we did it tonight felt even
better."

Sheppard proved early on in the
season that his new team combi-
nation was a force to reckoned
with. "It's kind of funny, we started
off good in Florida and came out
strong. Then the first series race at
Fulton I think I finished seventeenth
or something, it was awful. Then
after that it was like we just really
got rolling. I mean twelve series
wins in one year, wow, that's unbe-
lievable. I think we even had four or
five seconds too. When you can
finish first or second in 17 of the

races that's pretty impressive. It
just goes to show we built a potent
team this winter. We had all the
right parts, crew, car, engines, the
whole deal. Everybody and every-
thing did its job. It's just a dream
season."

Matt Sheppard was no stranger
to doing the confetti dance in vic-
tory lane this year as he broke the
record for the most wins in a sea-
son and clinched the Super DIRT-
car Series championship, for the
fifth time.

Sheppard Scores
Record Breaking

Victory at World Finals
CONCORD, NC - Matt Shep-

pard won his eleventh Super DIRT-
car Series feature in style by setting
a new series record for the most
wins in a season Friday night at
The Dirt Track at Charlotte during
the Bad Boy Off Road World Finals. 

Sheppard started off World Fi-
nals strong by winning his heat and
drawing the pole for the 40-lap
main event. It was smooth sailing
from there on out.

"This car is awesome," said
Sheppard in victory lane. "It's been
awesome since we got here. We
haven't had to touch a thing on it.
When you have a car that good it
makes my life easy.

(Continued Next Page)
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Out the Broom
Nothing Says Champion Like

Sweeping the Weekend at
The Dirt Track at Charlotte

Matt Sheppard celebrates in victory lane after sweeping the week-
end at The Dirt Track at Charlotte. (Alan Marler photo)



Continued…

We started our
own team here this
winter and to come out
and have a record-
breaking year like this,
I never would have
dreamed of it."

Sheppard and
Justin Haers led the
28-car field to the ini-
tial green flag.

Mat Williamson
was on the move early
as he passed Dave
Blaney for third-place
on the third lap of the
40-lap feature event.

Sheppard drew off a sizable lead
over Haers as he caught the tail
end of the field by lap eight.

Sheppard worked his way
through heavy traffic allowing
Haers to close in by lap 15.

Haers began to put pressure on
Sheppard in lapped traffic as he
looked to make his move. Haers
shot up high opening the door for
Blaney to dive under him in turn
one to take over second. Haers
didn't give up though as the battle
for second began to heat up. 

"We got stock there behind a
couple lapped cars and I got to his
back bumper, I was going to try and
take a couple laps and just try to
roll him on the outside," Haers said.
"As soon as I did it Blaney went by
me so I had to try and get back by
him. I was just trying to protect the
bottom."

Sheppard led the field to the
halfway mark over Blaney, Haers,
Williamson and Pat Ward. 

Ward made a flawless move as
he slid under Williamson but
Williamson didn't give up as he
passed him back for fourth. It was-
n't for long until Ward once again
took fourth place.

The first caution of the night was
brought out with eight laps remain-
ing.

Ward took advantage of the first
restart of the night as he advanced
himself into third.

The second caution of the night
was due to a tangle up between
Mike Mahaney and Jimmy Horton
in turns three and four on lap 35.

Racing once again resumed with
five laps remaining as Sheppard
led the way over Haers, Ward,
Wight and Decker.

The caution flag flew once again
as Max McLaughlin came to a com-
plete stop on the backstretch with
four laps remaining. 

There was one more caution of
the night and it was due to Keith
Flach who spun in turns three and
four with one lap to go. 

On the ensuing restart Decker
shot to the outside of Haers as he
tried to make the move of the night
but it didn't happen as Haers im-
mediately closed the door for sec-
ond-place. 

At the checkered it was all Shep-
pard taking the win and breaking
the all-time Super DIRTcar Series
record which was set back in 2008
by Decker. Brett Hearn previously
held the record before Decker
which was set back in 2002.

"You feel like you're getting a
good rhythm and you're rolling
along there pretty good and you
see the yellow come out," Shep-

pard said. "I really didn't want to
see that yellow there on lap 39. The
car was so good we were able to
hold on. I'm just really excited to get
this win down here in Charlotte.
What a dream season."

World of Outlaws and
DIRTcar Racing

Announce 2017 Dates
for Finals

CONCORD, NC - World of Out-
laws and DIRTcar Racing, in con-
junction with Charlotte Motor
Speedway, are pleased to an-
nounce the dates for the 2017 Bad
Boy Off Road World of Outlaws
World Finals and the OneDirt World
Short Track Championship.

The OneDirt World Short Track
Championship will kick off two
weeks of unforgettable short-track
racing starting Thursday, Oct. 26
through Saturday, Oct. 28.

The Bad Boy Off Road World of
Outlaws World Finals will close out
the 2017 season from Thursday,
Nov. 2 through Saturday, Nov. 4. 

The inaugural OneDirt World
Short Track Championship saw
more than 300 entries with nine dif-
ferent divisions take on The Dirt
Track at Charlotte. Back by popu-
lar demand, the second annual
event will commence two weeks of
heart-pounding, clay-slinging ac-
tion on Charlotte's lightning-fast,
four-tenths mile oval. Thursday,
Oct. 26 will be the first day of the
OneDirt World Short Track Cham-
pionship.

Short-track stars from across the
country will wrap up their season
on Saturday, Oct. 28. 

The following week, the stars of
the World of Outlaws Craftsman®
Sprint Car Series, the World of Out-
laws Craftsman Late Model Series
and the Super DIRTcar Series Big-
Block Modifieds will hit the four-
tenths-mile oval for the Bad Boy Off
Road World of Outlaws World Fi-
nals to wrap up their 2017 season
in spectacular fashion. 

"Charlotte is one of those desti-
nations that everyone wants to be
at," said World of Outlaws CEO
Brian Carter. "Whether that's com-
peting in or watching the best short-
track racing in the world. These two
marquee events will wrap up the
2017 season. With over 300-plus
race cars on hand at the first an-
nual World Short Track Champi-
onship, we've created an event that
builds up the buzz for the season fi-
nale with the World Finals the fol-
lowing week." 

Ticket renewals are available
starting on Thursday, Oct. 27 at
The Dirt Track at Charlotte Motor
Speedway ticket booths. If you
renew at the track this weekend
you'll be eligible for your choice of
renewal gifts including vacuum
cleaners, ratchet sets, sleeping
bags, sit-on coolers, flashlights,
mini-tool sets and camo rifle cases.
Supplies are limited so renew early!
Dates regarding new purchases
will be announced soon. 

Tickets for the 2016 Bad Boy Off
Road World of Outlaws World Fi-
nals are still available by visiting the
ticket booths at the Dirt Track at
Charlotte. If you are unable to
make it to this premier event,
www.DIRTvision.com will be cover-
ing all the action LIVE!
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WAYCROSS, GA -
The Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series -
widely acknowledged
as the nation's premier
dirt late model tour -
announces a record-
breaking 2017 sched-
ule.

The ambitious
2017 schedule, which
includes 54 events at
35 different venues

across 22 states - begins with the
February 10th-11th Super Bowl of
Racing at Golden Isles Speedway,
and concludes on October 20th-
21st at Portsmouth Raceway Park
for the 37th Annual Dirt Track World
Championship, which is set to offer

a $100,000 top prize for the third
consecutive year.

The 2017 schedule will feature
15 events that will pay $12,000-to-
win, along with 11 crown jewel
events that will pay $20,000-to-win
(or more). The Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series will sanction
some of most prestigious dirt late
model events of the season, in-
cluding: Bad Boy 98 ($20,000-to-
win); Lucas Oil Show-Me 100
($30,000-to-win); Clash at the Mag
($20,000-to-win); Silver Dollar Na-
tionals ($53,000-to-win); Sunoco
North/South 100 ($50,000-to-win);
COMP Cams Topless 100
($40,000-to-win); Hillbilly Hundred
($25,000-to-win); Lucas Oil Late
Model Knoxville Nationals

($40,000-to-win); Jackson 100
($20,000-to-win); Pittsburgher 100
($20,000-to-win); and the season
finale - Dirt Track World Champi-
onship ($100,000-to-win).

Four tracks on the 2017 sched-
ule will host the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series for the first time,
including: Port Royal (PA) Speed-
way on April 23rd, Luxemburg (WI)
Speedway on May 19th, Deer
Creek Speedway in Spring Valley,
MN on May 20th, and Brown
County Speedway in Aberdeen, SD
on July 20th. In addition, Duck
River Raceway Park in Wheel, TN
returns to the series
docket for the first
time since 2009 on
March 30th, 2017.

"We are thrilled to
release our 2017
schedule. We're ex-
tremely honored to
have such great rela-
tionships with our

promoters, from all over the coun-
try, that have worked so diligently
to help us get the schedule to com-
pletion. We feel that we have the
best show in dirt late model racing,
and I can't thank our promoters, our
staff, drivers, car owners, sponsors,
and of course, our great fans
enough for their continued support.
Lucas Oil Products has put to-
gether a great infrastructure for
making the Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series the best dirt late model
national touring series in the coun-
try," stated Rick Schwallie, Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series Director.
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LAKE TOXAWAY,
NC - The Skinner
Round-Up presented
by Cessna raised over
$220,000 in support of
Hope For The War-
riors, a national non-
profit dedicated to
restoring a sense of
self, family and hope
for service members,

veterans and military families. Held
at Mountain Falls Luxury Motor-
coach Resort and Burlingame
Country Club in Lake Toxaway,
N.C., the event included everything
from a shooting competition and
golf tournament to a hoedown bash
and daytime festival for service
members, the community and a va-
riety of celebrities. 

"I've always been proud to have
my name associated with the Skin-
ner Round-Up each year, and 2016
was no different," said Mike Skin-
ner, 1995 NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series Champion.
"Angie [Skinner, wife] works so
hard to plan out every detail of the
event, and she has a great team of
volunteers behind her helping
every step of the way. Between
their dedicated effort and the sup-
port of some great corporate spon-
sors like Cessna, Toyota, Bad Boy
Off Road and E-Z-GO, we were
able to exceed our fundraising goal
for our friends at Hope For The
Warriors. We had a group of serv-
ice members present again this
year, and we were able to have
them golfing side-by-side with ac-
complished athletes, musicians
and business leaders. The relation-
ships that are formed through
events like this are instrumental in
continuing hope."

Ten years after the first Skinner
Round-Up event was held in Day-
tona Beach, Fla., the event moved
to a new venue in 2016 as service
members, celebrities, corporate ex-
ecutives and the general public all
flocked to Lake Toxaway, N.C., in
support of Hope For The Warriors.
The funds raised will be used to
support Hope For The Warriors'
core programs, including health
and wellness, sports and recre-
ation, transition services, and com-
munity engagement and
development. 

"Mike and Angie Skinner have
been advocates, supporters and

friends of Hope, and those we
serve, for years," said Robin Kelle-
her, co-founder and president of
Hope For The Warriors. "As we cel-
ebrate our 10th anniversary, it's
humbling to have them name us as
beneficiaries of the 2016 Skinner
Round-Up. Their support and the
support of all those who attended
the Skinner Round-Up will help us
serve hundreds in need. We look
forward to utilizing the funds raised
from this event to empower veter-
ans, service members and military
families in our communities."

Countless sponsors joined the
effort to make the 2016 Skinner
Round-Up presented by Cessna
possible, including Mountain Falls
Luxury Motorcoach Resort and
Burlingame Country Club who gra-
ciously hosted the event. The NRA
and Bad Boy Off Road joined
forces to bring a new element to
the Round-Up with the Gunslinger's
30 Shot Competition, while Liberty
Coach helped involve the commu-
nity through the Skinner Corral of
HOPE, which was free and open to
the public. Thursday night's Hoe-
down Bash was presented by
Cessna, while E-Z-GO presented
Friday's Skinner Round-Up Golf
Classic. Additional partners sup-
porting the Skinner Round-Up in-
cluded Black Bear Lodge, Bulova,
Calvin and Peggy Braxton,
Carrabba's, Chimney Rock Cattle
Co., E-Z Line, FocusPoint, Forth
Right Wealth Management, An-
drew T. Franzone, Sam and Ed-
wina Friedman, Germain Racing,
Millennium Luxury Coaches, Molto
Bella Boutique, mpower, Suntrust,
Toyota, Toyota Racing, Walker Ma-
rina and Renee Wampler.

Hosts Mike and Angie Skinner
pose with the winning golf team.
Left to right: Mike Skinner, Jack
Sprague, Brian Donarski, Ken Huff,
Wayne Auton and Angie Skinner.
The 2016 Skinner Round-Up once
again turned into a reunion of sorts
among old friends and competitors
from the NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series, as drivers Rick Craw-
ford, Ron Hornaday, Jack Sprague
and Mike Skinner were together for
the event. Other NASCAR-related
personalities who joined the group
included Steve Park, Pat Patter-
son, Dave Moody and Bill and Gail
Davis. Additionally, former NFL
punter Chris Mohr and former

Washington Redskins offensive
linesman Ken Huff were both in at-
tendance. Nashville-based
singer/songwriters Billy Austin, Dil-
lon Dixon and D. Vincent Williams,
as well as "Nashville Blues Doctor"
Stacy Mitchhart and singer/song-

writer Teresa Wade, each per-
formed for attendees throughout
the event.

To learn more about Hope For
The Warriors, apply for services or
find out how you can get involved,
visit HopeForTheWarriors.org.
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Skinner Round-Up
Presented by Cessna

Raises Over $220,000 for
Hope for the Warriors

Two days of events hosted by Mike and Angie Skinner raise money
to support programs for service members, veterans and military
families.



Carteret County
Speedway

SWANSBORO,
NC – Saturday nightʼs
races at Carteret
County Speedway,
billed as Budweiser
Halloween Mayhem,
lived up to the “May-
hem” title.  At the end
of the night, Chris
Burns was celebrating
his third career Late
Model victory.

Burns inherited
the lead on lap 26
when Connor Hall and
Jeff Oakley got to-

gether racing for the lead.  Hall
spun off the front bumper of Oakley
and race control sent Oakley to the
rear of the field, handing the lead to
Burns.  The race ran caution free
from there, with Burns scoring the
win.

“The car was pretty consistent
all night,” Burns said in victory
lane.  “We werenʼt as good as we
would have like to have been.  I
think if Oakley or Hall couldʼve got
stretched out, it might have been a
different story.  The car actually
stayed pretty good throughout the
whole race.  We developed a vi-
bration toward the end.  It paid off.”

Oakley and Hall, who normally
race in Virginia, recovered from
their incident to finish second and
third respectively.  The second-
place finish for Oakley was his sec-
ond runner-up finish in his second
start at Carteret County Speedway
while Hall was making his first ca-
reer Carteret County Speedway
appearance.

“We got together with Connor,”
Oakley said.  “We certainly didnʼt
mean to.  We were racing hard and
our cars were pretty equal.  Itʼs
tough to pass on this racetrack.”

Eric Winslow, who had won in
his two most recent Carteret
County Speedway appearances,
was taken out of the race in an
early incident with Tyler Horne.

Brandon Clements looked des-
tined for victory in the 100 lap Bat-
tlefield Tire Pros Mini Stock
Mayhem but his run went sour on
lap 35 when, while holding a big
lead, his car came to a rest in turn
three.  From there, it came a battle
between Michael Tucker and
Chuck Wall.

Tucker got the advantage and
pulled away in the second half of
the race to score the win, becom-
ing the third different Mini Stock
winner at Carteret County Speed-
way.

“I would have loved to race with

Brandon for the win,” Tucker said.
“Hate that happened to him but
weʼll take whatever win we can
get.  Iʼd like to thank all the fans for
coming out and supporting us out
here.  Itʼs good to run against
[Chuck Wall].  He always runs me
clean and he knows Iʼll do the
same.”

Chuck Wall ended up finishing in
second while A.J. Sanders, Brian
Bryant and Kris Hetu rounded out
the top-five in the 19 car field – the
largest field of Mini Stocks in
Carteret County Speedway history.

Jonathon Belfiore scored the
victory, his fourth Carteret County
Speedway win, in a wild Street
Stock race that ended with hurt
racecars and hurt feelings.

11 laps into the race, the caution
came out when Billy Slater spun.
During the caution, Belfiore and
Horner lined up for the restart.  The
two cars made contact and, head-
ing off into turn one on the restart
lap, Hornerʼs car spun.  Horner re-
taliated under the caution, driving
over Belfioreʼs car.  Hornerʼs car
was parked and, after removing
sheet metal damage, Belfiore re-
turned to the race and went on to
score the win.

“He came down on me at the
start, got into me and wanted to act
like that about it,” Belfiore said after
the race.  “Thatʼs a sorry sport is
what that is.  We do our best to
come out here and do the best we
can and have to deal with stuff like
that.”

Horner said the initial contact
with Belfiore damaged the tie-rod
double on his car, which had al-
ready sustained damage in an
early practice incident.

The Legends race also ended
with bent emotions.

Coming to the checkered flag,
race leader Billy Gomez spun off
the front bumper of Brent Irving in a
battle for the same real estate and
a dash for the finish line.  Irving
went on to score the win while the
spin relegated Gomez to a third
place finish.

“To be able to outrun [Gomez] is
a great accomplishment,” Irving
said.  “That man has won his fair
share of races, I can tell you that.”

Ryan Shabram got around
Gomez while Gomezʼs car was
spinning to pick up the second
spot.  Gomez took his third place
finish in stride.

“If we had just a couple more
laps, maybe,” Gomez said.  “I donʼt
know.  Itʼs just racing.  Been there,
done that.”

Travis Miller and Zac Reimer
swapped the lead several times
during the course of the Street
Stock race.  When the checkered
flag flew, it was Miller once again
celebrating in victory lane.  Miller
held off a late race charge from
Reimer and pulled away on the last
lap.  Reimer settled for a second
place finish while Jason Beck, a
Speedway Illustrated columnist
driving a car prepared by Travis
Miller, finished third.

Johnnie Johnson scored the
overall victory in the East Coast
Flathead Ford Association feature
race in his vintage Modified car
while Wayne Lawson scored the
Sportsman win.

Saturday nightʼs races were the
final race of the 2016 regular sea-
son.  Preparations are already
being made for the 2017 season,
including improvements at the fa-
cility to enhance the fan experi-
ence.  The 2017 schedule and
additional information about the up-

coming season will be announced
in the weeks ahead.

For more information about
Carteret County Speedway, visit
the trackʼs website at
carteretspeedway.com.

I-30 Speedway
LITTLE ROCK, AR - From the

state of Washington to New York
and points beyond across the
Canadian border, many of the na-
tionʼs top Sprint Car drivers will
converge upon Arkansasʼ capital
city of Little Rock next weekend for
the 29th Annual COMP Cams
Short Track Nationals presented by
Hoosier Tires atop the I-30 Speed-
way clay oval.

And with racing action for the
premier event set to fire off Thurs-
day night after a Wednesday Test
ʻN Tune session, the entry list has
been revealed at 55 and counting
with more entries rolling in each
day.  

Doling out more than $100,000
over the course of the weekend,
the 29th edition of the COMP Cams
Short Track Nationals will culmi-
nate with the Saturday night, No-
vember 5, $15,000-to-win,
$2,000-to-start STN championship
feature event. 

The current list of 55 includes
competitors from 15 different states
as well as the Canadian province of
Ontario.

A handful of past winners are
among those already entered in-
cluding three-time STN champ
Sammy Swindell, two-time winners
Paul McMahan and Tony Bruce, Jr.,
and one-time winners Tim Crawley
and Jason Sides.

The list of drivers vying for a first
STN crown is a deep one with the
likes of Shane Stewart, Aaron
Reutzel, Terry McCarl, Derek
Hagar and 2015 “King of 360ʼs”
winner Mark Smith just to scratch
the surface.

The pre-entry discount of $150
expired with entries filed or post-
marked by October 26, with post-
entries for the 29th Annual COMP
Cams Short Track Nationals pre-
sented by Hoosier Tires filed for
$250 by calling the track at 501-
455-4567 or at www.i-30speed-
way.com/flyers/2016%20STN%20
Flyer.pdf.

Three-night advance tickets are
available until Wednesday, Novem-
ber 2, for just $55.  Day of event
prices are $20 on Thursday and
Friday and then $28 on Saturday.

To order tickets in advance or for
more information, check online at
www.i-30speedway or call the track
at 501-455-4567.
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Chris Burns celebrates his victory in Saturday night's race at
Carteret County Speedway with a postrace burnout. (Andy Mar-
quis/Race22.com for Carteret County Speedway photo)



Hickory Motor
Speedway

NEWTON, NC -
Beautiful weather and
a great crowd would
greet the competitors
for the always exciting
Fall Brawl presented
by Calico Coatings as
the NASCAR Whelen
All American Series
regular season events
for Hickory Motor
Speedway divisions
would come to a close
in 2016 with one last
spectacular shootout.

Leading off the
night would be the Classic Sports-
man Racing Association and their
25 lap feature. Eddie Gilbert in the
#95, the 2016 Hickory Motor
Speedway champion for the divi-
sion, would lead the field to the
green flag. Gilbert would flex his
muscle early and drive on to the
win. Bill Webb would finish 2nd in
the feature. Bill Powell  would grab
3rd place while the #4 of Dennis
Hinkle and the #116 of Rob Lewis
would round out the top 5.

Next up on the evening would be
the Limited Late Models and their
100 lap feature. Three time Hickory
Motor Speedway Late Model track
champion, Andy Loden in the #12,
would make a return visit in the
Limited Late Models and grab the
pole position with the fast time
while Dawson Cram in the #11
would start to his outside with the
second fastest time. Monty Cox in
the #21 and Jeremy Pelfrey in the
#51 would make up row two. After a
couple of hard fought laps with
Cram, Loden would move to the
lead and watch the battle for sec-
ond between Cram and Cox from
the point. Cox would move to the
front and distance himself from the
field for the first 50 laps of the race.
Over the course of the race nearly
the entire field would do battle for a
top five finishing spot at one point
or another during the event. As the
laps wore down Loden would as-
sume the lead and see challenges
come from Cram and Ryan Vas-
concellos in the #10. Vasconcellos
would move around Cram and get
his shot at Loden with only a few
laps remaining on a late race
restart. Loden would take the ad-
vantage he needed on the restart
and clear Vasconcellos to grab the
checkers with Vasconcellos close
in his tracks for 2nd. Cram would
have another great finish in 3rd to
end a fine rookie season. Pelfrey
would bounce back from an on
track incident and two visits to pit

road to finish 4th. Matt Thomas in
the #87 would also bounce back
from an on track incident late race
incident as well as a visit to pit road
to battle hard and finish 5th in only
his second start at the Birthplace of
the NASCAR Stars.

The 200 lap Fall Brawl pre-
sented by Calico Coatings for the
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries Bojangles Late Models would
roll off next with 4 past and present
Hickory Motor Speedway Late
Model Track Champions and 1
Hickory Motor Speedway Limited
Late Model Champion in the field.
Josh Berry in the #88 would start
from the pole and the #12 of Austin
McDaniel to his outside. 2016 Hick-
ory Motor Speedway Track Cham-
pion, Dexter Canipe in the #5 and
Christian Eckes in the #1 would
make up row two. As the green flag
flew Berry and McDaniel would do
battle for the top spot with Mc-
Daniel moving ahead and setting
the early pace. Eckes would also
look to get around his JR Motor-
sports teammate with the pair side
by side for several laps before
Eckes would finally move to second
spot.  The JR Motorsports team-
mates of Eckes and Berry would at-
tempt to reel in the leader before
the halfway break but McDaniel
would hold off the duo and be the
first car to roll down pit road during

the mid-race break. Teams were al-
lowed to add gas, change two tires,
and make minor modifications all
under the watchful eye of the Hick-
ory Motor Speedway Tech Team.

As the cars rolled back onto the
track the top 5 would line up with
McDaniel leading, Eckes in sec-
ond, Berry in third, the #5 of Je-
remy Burns in fourth, and 2016
Hickory Motor Speedway Limited
Late Model Champion Evan Swill-
ing in #18 running fifth. As the
green flag waved McDaniel and
Eckes would slug it out for the top
spot as they would go side by side
for several laps. Eckes would finally
make the high line to work to his
advantage and move past Mc-
Daniel and to the top spot. A few
laps later Berry would also make
his move around McDaniel and
keep Eckes within striking distance.
With sixty laps to go Berry would
make a bid for the lead and on lap
142 would finally get by Eckes and
go to the point with 58 laps to go.
Berry would hold on for the win and
also celebrate his birthday in Vic-
tory Lane with Eckes finishing 2nd.
McDaniel grabbing 3rd while Burns
and Swilling would battle it out and
round out the top 5.

Finishing off the night would be
the Super Trucks and their 50 lap
feature. Former Hickory Motor
Speedway Track Champion, Jason

Cochran in the #11 would start from
the top spot after setting the fast
time in qualifying with Allen Huff-
man in the #51 starting to his out-
side. Cochran would take the lead
from the start using his preferred
high line. Huffman would settle in
close behind with Joey Shuryan in
the #30, Clint Fields in the #16,
Ricky Bowers in the #61, and the
2016 Hickory Motor Speedway
Track Champion Sheflon Clay in
the #15 all waiting for their chance
to go to the top spot. Huffman
would bide his time until he could
work his way back to the rear
bumper of Cochran and move
around him to take the point with 25
laps left to run. Shuryan would also
move around Cochran and look to
move in on Huffman and make it a
battle for the top spot. Huffman
would drive on to take his 1st ca-
reer win at Americaʼs Most Famous
Short Track and begin a Victory
Lane celebration that would see the
long time Hickory Motor Speedway
competitor get congratulations from
many different fans, fellow com-
petitors, crews, and officials and
also celebrate his birthday in style.
Shuryan would hold on to bring
home the 2nd finishing position.
Cochran would hold on to the 3rd
spot after being challenged by
Fields and Clay, as they would
round out the top 5.
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Josh Berry wins the 2016 Fall Brawl presented by Calico Coatings at Hickory Motor
Speedway. (Sherri Stearns photo)



Stafford Motor
Speedway

S T A F F O R D
SPRINGS, CT - For
Tony Membrino, Jr.
and the #44 Additive
Manufacturing of New
England SK Light
team, the 2016 season
at Stafford Motor
Speedway was only
supposed to be a part
time thing as they
were going to focus on
a full-time effort at Wa-
terford Speedbowl.
But those plans were
interrupted when

Membrino won four out of the first
five races of the season and a full
season was back on the cards.
Membrino parlayed his early sea-
son success into a season long
duel with Joey Ferrigno for the SK
Light championship that saw Mem-
brino take home his second career
SK Light title and his third overall
Stafford championship.

“Amazing doesnʼt begin to de-
scribe what Iʼm feeling,” said Mem-
brino.  “We were only planning on
doing 8 races here at Stafford and
we won the Sizzler so we had to
come back.  Then we won the next
one and the next one, and it was
like we had to keep on coming
back.  I might sound like Iʼm com-
plaining but it was a lot of hard work
to make this happen.  Lots of peo-
ple say they have the hardest work-
ing crew in the paddock area but I
donʼt think anyone touches what
my crew has done with running
over 30 races between Stafford
and Waterford having to change
things out overnight Friday to Sat-
urday.  Iʼm just so thankful for my
Dad, Ed Flemke, all the guys and
girls on this TMR team are the
best.  Additive Manufacturing of
New England, CWPM, Dunleavyʼs
Truck and Trailer, Maneeleyʼs Ban-
quet and Catering, Johnʼs Acad-
emy of Gymnastics, FK Rod Ends,
Goodrich, Mohawk Northest, Mid-
state Air Compressor, big thanks
for helping to put this Raceworks
chassis/T/A Engines/Magnus
Transmissions machine to the
front.  It was a lot of blood, sweat,
and tears doing 30 plus races with
one car and one motor and Iʼm so
thankful for everyone.”

While Membrino was the domi-
nant car in the SK Light ranks this
season with 7 wins, Ferrigno was a
model of consistency during the
year with 9 podium finishes.  Fer-
rigno and Membrino actually
swapped the point lead several
times during the summer and both

drivers found themselves at the
front of the field dueling for the win
in the season ending NAPA Fall
Final race.  Ferrigno faded back to
fifth after a late race restart while
Membrino put an exclamation point
on his championship in style with
his 7th victory of the season. 

“I think anybody would agree
thatʼs the way you want to do it in-
stead of putting around,” said Mem-
brino.  “I drove like I have all year
long and what better story can you
have than the top-2 drivers going
for the championship and the win.
Props to Joey Ferrigno, he drove
great all year long and it was an ab-
solute blast racing with him week
after week.    We both come to the
track to win and this was just like
another Friday night showdown for
the both of us.  We raced each
other with respect, he maybe
leaned on me a little harder than he
has all year and I donʼt blame him
for that.  But he drove me like gen-
tleman and I have to thank him for
that and I hope it was a great show
for all the fans.  I was sweating bul-
lets getting while I was in the mo-
ment and I hope we can race each
other again next year.”

For the season, Membrino
posted 7 wins, 11 top-5, and 13
top-10 finishes.  Membrino will offi-
cially be crowned as the 2016 SK
Light track champion at the 47th
Annual Stafford Motor Speedway
Champions Awards Ceremony on
Friday, November 18 at Maneeleyʼs
in South Windsor. 

Tickets to the 47th Annual
Stafford Motor Speedway Champi-
ons Awards Ceremony are $48 per
person and can be ordered by call-
ing the Stafford Motor Speedway
track office at (860) 684-2783, or by
downloading an order form from
www.staffordspeedway.com and
returning the form to the track of-
fice. 

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track

office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Big Money on the Line at
Snowball Derby Preview
PENSACOLA, FL - Festivities

for the 49th Annual Snowball Derby
will officially begin on Saturday, No-
vember 19 when drivers and teams
head down to Pensacola, Florida's
Five Flags Speedway for the first
official practice session, known as
the Snowball Derby Preview.

However, the Snowball Preview
is more than just a practice ses-
sion.  It's a chance for some teams
to take home some big money be-
fore they come back to Five Flags a
couple of weeks later.

Five Flags Speedway will put up
bonuses for the fastest laps laid
down during the event.  All divisions
racing during Snowball Derby week
- Super Late Models, Pro Late
Models, Pro Trucks, Super Stocks,
Modifieds, Sportsman and
Bombers - will have a chance to put
down a fast lap during a three-hour
window (4-7 p.m.).  The driver with
the fastest lap around the fast half-
mile oval in each division will be
awarded the bonus money.

"There is always a lot of excite-
ment around Five Flags on Snow-
ball Derby Preview day with drivers
trying to get their cars fast for
Snowball Derby, but with some
extra cash on the line again this
year, there's definitely some added
drama as well," said Tim Bryant,
Promoter of the Snowball Derby.
"Any team who wants to put on a
transponder and comes out of the
Snowball Derby Preview with the
quickest lap will have some extra
bragging rights and all eyes on
them going into Snowball Derby
week."

Snowball Derby Super Late
Model drivers will be competing for
a $500 bonus for the fastest lap
during the November 19 Snowball

Derby Preview.
Pro Late Models will run for a

$300 bonus, while Pro Trucks,
Super Stocks, Modifieds and
Sportsman will compete for a $200
bonus per division.  $150 will go to
the Bomber driver with the fastest
lap as well.

To be eligible for the Fast Lap
Cash Award, cars must have track-
issued transponders ($20 rental
fee).  The fastest laps will be
recorded between 4 p.m. and 7
p.m. on November 19.  Divisions
will run on a rotating basis and all
cars are subject to random techni-
cal inspection to ensure a level
playing field for the bonuses.

Young star Harrison Burton won
the Super Late Model fast-lap prize
of $500 at the 2015 Snowball
Derby preview, beating out Jerry
Artuso by a slim margin of .004
seconds.

Canadian driver Martin Latulippe
(Pro Late Models), Chase Oliver
(Modifieds), Steven Davis (Pro
Trucks), Dustin Knowles (Super
Stocks), Brandon Fowler (Sports-
man) and Gino Denmark (Bomber)
each took home extra cash in
2015.

Gates open for competitors at 8
a.m. CT on Saturday, November 19
for the Snowball Derby Preview.
Rotating practice begins at 9 a.m.,
with the Fast Lap Cash Award
being given to the quickest laps set
between 4 p.m. and 7 p.m.

The 49th Annual Snowball
Derby weekend kicks off on
Wednesday, November 30 with the
Cat Country/WEAR TV3 Green
Flag Pit Party and Qualifying Order
Draw Down.

Thursday, December 1 will see
the Super Late Models take to the
track for the first official Snowball
Derby practice.  The night will be
highlighted by a 30-lap race for the
Butler U-Pull-It Bombers and a 50-
lap event for the Dock on the
Beach Sportsmen division.

The top Snowball Derby starting
spots will be set on Friday, Decem-
ber 2 during NASH FM 102.7 Pole
Night.  The Faith Chapel Super
Stocks and the Modifieds will each
run 50-lap features.

The Pro Late Models take cen-
ter stage on Saturday, December 3
for the Allen Turner Hyundai
Snowflake 100. The 50-lap Last
Chance Qualifier for the Snowball
Derby and a 50-lap feature for the
Beef O'Brady's Pro Truck division
will also run on Saturday night.

Then on Sunday, December 4
the green flag will fly over the the
49th Annual Snowball Derby. The
300-lap race will begin at 2 p.m.
CT.
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Tony Membrino, Jr. Captures Second Career SK Light Champi-
onship (Stafford Motor Speedway photo)


