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Fines, penalties,
suspensions and a
loss of points hasnʼt
kept many race teams
from working outside
the rulebook, so
NASCAR now
is willing to in-
tensify their
punishments.

Just how
far depends on
how far the

teams continue to push.
Eleven teams lost prac-

tice time last week at the
New Hampshire Motor
Speedway for failing in-
spections a week earlier at Ken-
tucky. Twenty-one of 39 teams then
came to New Hampshire with ille-
gal cars, which means more than
half the field face sanctions ahead
of next weekʼs race at Indianapolis.

No team has worked outside the
rules more than Kyle Larsonʼs.

A week earlier he wasnʼt allowed
to participate in pole qualifying be-
cause his No. 42 Chevrolet couldnʼt
pass inspection. He wound up fin-
ishing second in the race, only to
fail post-race inspection with an il-
legal rear brake cooling system.

Larson then came to New
Hampshire with the fastest car.
Minutes after winning the pole for
Sundayʼs race, his car flunked in-
spection with a rear deck fin that
was designed to move.

That meant Larson was forced
to start last for inspection issues
the third time this season.

Crew chief Chad Johnston was
suspended for three races, fined
$75,000 and Larson was docked
35 points. Larson brazenly ap-
plauded the fact his team is willing
to work in gray areas – and beyond
– to gain an advantage.

“You know, I like that Chad and
them pushed the limits and all that,”
Larson said. “I donʼt really know
how the tech process works, and I
donʼt know what we get in trouble
with. I donʼt really pay attention to
that stuff. Yeah, I mean, if they took
tires away, that would be a huge
penalty, so youʼre going to have to
clean it up a little bit to try and pass
tech earlier than the fourth or fifth
time you go through.

“I like the dedication that our
team has to try and push the limit,
and I think it shows on the race
track.”

Larson also claimed he doesnʼt

pay attention to the way his car is
prepared.

“I know nothing about race cars,”
he said. “I donʼt honestly know
what it was that got us in trouble.
Yeah, a big penalty so it must have

been something important
in their eyes.”

It was.
“We need a level

playing field,” said Elton
Sawyer, NASCARʼs vice
president of officiating and
technical inspection. “We
will continue to ramp up
the penalties. We are re-
luctant to go there, but we
will go as far as the teams

push us.”
Taking away practice time, pit

selection and suspending crew
chiefs have been the first steps.
Taking away tires and ordering
stop-and-go and drive-through
penalties during the race could be
next.

The reason NASCAR is getting
tougher with habitual offenders is
teams demanded it, Sawyer said.

“In the offseason, there was a
great collaboration between the
teams and [NASCAR],” he said.
“They asked for this. Theyʼre all
treated equally. We want the teams
that win to be the ones who pre-
pared and perform the best.”

Many teams, especially those
who canʼt afford to spend engi-
neering time and dollars to find
shortcuts, are happy to see
NASCAR strengthen its grip.

“I think the teams are their own
worst enemies,” David Ragan said.
“They push it, push it and push it.
When itʼs a free-for-all, teams get
really aggressive. Iʼm happy to see
them put their foot down.

“It takes a big amount of re-
sources and engineering support to
do things like that. Itʼs not easy for
a guy who runs 35th each week.”

The area where teams tend to
push too far is the rear axle.
NASCAR requires the axle to be
square to the front wheels and per-
manently affixed to the rear hous-
ing. Teams found if the rear axles
are skewed a little to the right, it al-
lows more air to hit the rear spoiler
in the turn to gain additional trac-
tion.

Teams continually try to find
ways to fool NASCARʼs laser
measuring devices or hide moving
components in the axle housing.

The most-significant penalty so

far was issued to Joey Logano. His
victory at Richmond, Va., wonʼt
count toward an automatic berth in
the playoffs since his car failed
post-race inspection for an illegal
rear suspension.

NASCAR proved at Richmond
there is no wiggle room.

“That was so small that it didnʼt
make our car faster,” Logano said.
“That is the unfortunate part. it was-
nʼt something we were trying to do,
it was something that happened
after the race and it was a 32nd-of-
an-inch. It wasnʼt making our car
faster.”

Logano, who finished 37th at
New Hampshire, now is 52 points
below the cut line for the playoffs.

His rear suspension broke during
the race and NASCAR confiscated
the broken parts to see if his team
trying to skirt the rules – again.

“The tracks where the rear skew
doesnʼt matter are Daytona, Tal-
ladega and the road courses,”
Ragan said. “Thatʼs where you
have the fewest problems during
inspection.”

Compared to 21 cars at New
Hampshire, only eight cars were
sent through the inspection line
more than once before the road-
course race at the Sonoma Race-
way, Sawyer said.

“We hope to find a deterrent,”
Sawyer said. “We will take it as far
as the teams push us.”
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How Far Will
Penalties Go?

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015
have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World of Outlaws 11-14
Monster Energy Cup 4 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 15
NASCAR XFINITY 5 ASCS 16
NASCAR Touring 7-8 Super DIRTCAR 17
CARS Tour 8 OnTrack 18-19
P.A.S.S. 9 & 24 ShorTrack 20-24

ON THE COVER:
MENCS - JEFF ZELEYANSKY/GETTY IMAGES

WORLD OF OUTLAWS - PAUL ARCH

Welcome 2017 Race Fans!

Kyle Larson poses in New Hampshire Motor Speedwayʼs victory
lane after qualifying on the pole, just to have to start at the rear of
the field when his car flunked inspection with an illegal rear deck.
(NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo



The motorsports
“silly season” has al-
ways been an exciting
part of each and every
season. Drivers, crew
chiefs, sponsors, and
even man-
ufacturers
chang ing
teams are
the sub-
jects of the
rumor mill
throughout
the sport.

And, the NASCAR
Monster Energy Cup
Series usually provides
the best topics of dis-
cussion.

This year, the excitement of the
Cup series silly season started very
early. In fact, it began “before” the
season opener at Daytona. When
Carl Edwards scheduled a press
conference on January 11, 2017,
he set the wheels of silly season in
motion in grand fashion. Edwards
announced that he was “stepping
down” as driver of the #19 Joe
Gibbs Racing Toyota, and began
what has turned out to be an amaz-
ing season of driver announce-
ments. However, the Edwards
announcement was not the only
“bomb” dropped this year.

One day after the April Bristol
Cup race, Dale Earnhardt Jr.
scheduled a press conference to
announce that he was retiring as
an active Cup Series driver at the
end of the 2017 season. If Edwards
didnʼt shock the world on January
11, Dale Jr. certainly did on Tues-
day, April 25th.

The 2017 NASCAR season was
less than three months old and two
of their major stars had announced
that they were no longer going to
be fulltime drivers. What was the
world coming to with these state-
ments? Who would fill those seats
and how could our sport survive?

The answer to the Edwards an-
nouncement was quickly resolved
when Daniel Suarez was named as
the driver of the Gibbs Racing #19.
No real surprise there as Suarez
was the defending NASCAR XFIN-
ITY series Champion and already
in the Gibbs camp. And, to date,
the young competitor has done an
admirable job in his new role.

The Dale Jr. announcement sent
shock waves throughout the sport
and sent the rumor mill into over-
drive. Now, three months since his
announcement, the answer to

many questions remain unknown.
Letʼs stop for a moment and re-

flect just where the sport of
NASCAR racing stands. Two years
ago, four-time Cup champ Jeff Gor-
don retired. I know he came back

last year to drive the
#88 for selected races,
but he has since held
to his retirement plans.

Add to Gordonʼs
retirement the an-
nouncement by Tony
Stewart that he was re-
tiring from fulltime driv-
ing in the Cup Series
after the 2016 season.
Obviously, Stewart has
continued racing in

other series, but not NASCAR.
So, within a period of two years,

two former NASCAR Champions
have decided to hang up their driv-
ing suit for other roles within the
sport. Jeff Gordon has 93 Cup Se-
ries wins and Stewart 49 to go with
multiple titles during their careers.
When you add the 28 wins by Carl
Edwards and 26 by Dale Jr. to Gor-
don and Stewartʼs, thatʼs a total of
196 NASCAR Monster Energy Cup
Series victories no longer partici-
pating after the end of this season.

Now, another big announcement
was made this past week that has
stirred the rumor mill once again.

Matt Kenseth announced that he
would not be back with Joe Gibbs
Racing next year during his media
availability. Basically, he said that
he didnʼt have a job for 2018 and
would not be returning to Gibbs
Racing. That statement was quickly
verified by a statement from Joe
Gibbs. Gibbs also announced
within days that Eric Jones would
be driving the #20 Toyota for Joe
Gibbs Racing next season. Jones
races for Furniture Row Racing in
the #77 Toyota this season.

So, one question answered and
one remained unclear. Where
would Kenseth be in ʼ18? Would he
drive for another team, retire, or
move into another role within the
sport? Crank up the rumor mill
again please.

Depending on who you talk with,
what you read, or where you get
your “inside information”, the an-
swers to this and other silly season
questions are many and varying.

Of course, who is going to drive
the #88 for Hendrick Motorsports
next season remains the top unan-
swered question. Basically, any
driver not currently signed with a
team for 2018 has been mentioned
as the potential replacement for the

#88. Not really, but you get the
point. And, that list includes some
very big names who are currently
under contract with teams, but are
in negotiations for the future. And,
yes, the latest name added to that
list this week is Matt Kenseth.    

The #88 situation is certainly not
the only silly season rumor making
the rounds.

What will happen to the #77 Fur-
niture Row Racing car when Jones
moves to the #20 ride? How many
teams will Richard Childress Rac-
ing have next season? Who will
Ryan Blaney drive for in ʼ18? Will
Paul Menard be back at RCR?
And, what about the discussion
concerning Dodge coming back to
NASCAR?

It was announced late last week
that Dodge would not return to
NASCAR competition next season.
Now, that doesnʼt mean that they
will not be a “player” in future years,
but not in the immediate future.

A lively topic in the garage area
this week was the future of Paul
Menard. Will he remain at Chil-
dress along with his substantial
Menardʼs sponsorship? Or, will he
drive for another team next year?
Rumors are just that – rumors –
but, boy do they make for interest-
ing conversation. What about
Menard to Penske? Or, would he
go to Stewart-Haas Racing to re-
place one of their current drivers?
Or, is there another team vying for
Menard and their sponsorship com-
mitment.

The Ryan Blaney to Penske
rumor has been circulating for
weeks, but since Wood Brothers is
basically affiliated with Penske,
would that move be a total
shocker?

And, letʼs not forget about Hen-
drick Motorsports. Once the driver
of the #88 is named, will the fate of
Kasey Kahne and the #5 team be
in question? Kahne is under con-
tract, but rumor has it that some
“shuffling” could take place. Jimmie
Johnson and Chase Elliott are
locked with Hendrick Motorsports,
so the drama in the #88 and the #5.

What other organizations will
have changes upcoming for the
2018 season? My guess is that
there will be several more major
announcements in the next couple
months.

Friends, itʼs only July. There are
still seven more Monster Energy
Cup Series races before the cham-
pionship playoffs begin. The next
four months will certainly be enter-
taining, both on and off the track.
And, whoever gave this time of
year the name “silly season” knew
what they were talking about.
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DENNIS PUNCH

Matt Kenseth announced that he would not be with Joe Gibbs
Racing in 2018, leaving his future as a big question mark. (RUS-
SELL LABOUNTY/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
LOUDON, NH -

The relief was palpa-
ble.

In a thrilling finish
fraught with suspense,
and in a backup car
after a Friday crash in
practice, Denny Ham-

lin held off a charging Kyle Larson
to win the Overtonʼs 301 Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series race
on Sunday at New Hampshire
Motor Speedway.

Before the race, Hamlin and the
entire Joe Gibbs Racing organiza-
tion was in desperation mode, but
when Hamlin took the checkered
flag .509 seconds ahead of Larson,
the picture changed dramatically.

Hamlin secured a spot in the 10-
race postseason playoff, which is
now seven races away. In winning
for the third time at the Magic Mile
and the 30th time in his career, the
driver of the No. 11 Toyota broke a
personal 20-race drought, dating to
last yearʼs playoff event at Texas
Motor Speedway.

That was also the last time any
of the four JGR cars had won a
race.

"Yeah, itʼs just a great feeling,"

Hamlin said. "I know weʼve been
getting better and better as the year
goes on, but definitely needed a
win for the organization and for my-
self and just kind of get some mo-
mentum going with the playoffs are
coming up—so weʼve got to get
going. Really this is awesome.

"We get in the playoffs, we get
some playoff bonus points, and
weʼre ready to go now, so weʼve got
to ... weʼve still got a lot of work to
do. I feel like we need a little bit
more speed out of our cars to be
competitive week in, week out, but
this is a great place to start."

Taking the green flag for the final
time from the fourth position in the
outside lane at a track treated with
traction compound before the race,
Hamlin passed teammate Matt
Kenseth for the lead on Lap 268
and pulled out to an advantage of
more than 2.5 seconds before Lar-
son began to run him down.

Kenseth had passed eventual
third-place finisher Martin Truex Jr.
for the top spot on Lap 261, one lap
before Ryan Newmanʼs spin in
Turn 2 caused the seventh caution
and set up the final restart. Kenseth
took right-side tires only under the
yellow and was no match for Ham-

lin and Larson, who had fresh rub-
ber on all four corners.

Kenseth held fourth ahead of
Kevin Harvick over the closing 35-
lap green-flag run.

Having started the race from the
rear of the field after his qualifying
time was disallowed because of a
non-conforming rear decklid fin,
Larson had a clear advantage in
speed over Hamlin in the final run
but couldnʼt close to the bumper of
the No. 11.

"I was catching him a couple
tenths of a lap there, and then it
seemed like when I got kind of
close there, I don't know, within four
or five car lengths at the end, my
lap times kind of evened off a little
bit with him," said Larson, who now
has seven second-place finishes to
go with his two victories this year.

"I started getting too tight on exit,
and I couldn't carry the speed on
exit like I needed to. I'd gain a lot
on him on entry, but I couldn't keep
the power down and keep the front
turning on exit there that last run."

Martin Truex Jr. led the first 78
laps and picked up his 14th stage
win of the season in the first 75-lap
segment, but a caution on Lap 67
for Cole Whittʼs blown engine di-
vided the field on strategy. Truex
stayed out under the yellow with 10
other drivers and collected the
playoff point for the stage victory,
while Kyle Busch led the rest of the
field to pit road.

Busch inherited the lead when
Truex and the rest of the cars that
had stayed on the track came to pit
road under caution at the end of the

stage. The second stage belonged
to Busch, who led 75 consecutive
laps in picking up the playoff point.

But Busch lost three positions on
pit road during the caution between
the second and final stages, and
two subsequent pit road speeding
penalties derailed his winning
chances. The driver of the No. 18
Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota rallied
from his second infraction to finish
12th.

Truex had a late-race issue, too,
having to make an unscheduled pit
stop for a flat right front tire on Lap
218 of 301. Though Truex later re-
gained the lead, he was at a huge
tire disadvantage and eventually
lost the top spot to Matt Kenseth
before Newmanʼs spin brought out
the yellow flag for the final time.

Sunoco rookie of the year con-
tender Daniel Suarez ran sixth in
the No. 19 JGR Toyota, matching a
career best. Clint Bowyer was sev-
enth, followed by Kurt Busch, Brad
Keselowski and Jimmie Johnson.

Notes: Truex widened his series
lead over second-place Larson
from 34 to 38 points. ... Joey
Logano suffered a rear suspension
failure and lost 33 laps in the
garage while his No. 22 Ford was
repaired, finished 37th and fell 52
points behind Kenseth for the final
berth in the playoff. ... Paced by
Truexʼs race-high 137 laps, Toyota
drivers led 290 of 301 circuits. Dale
Earnhardt Jr., who finished 18th led
twice for 10 laps, once at the end
of a cycle of green-flag pit stops,
once by staying out on old tires for
the final restart. Larson led one lap.
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Denny Hamlin Breaks
Frustrating Drought
with New Hampshire

Victory

Race winner Denny Hamlin greets
his crew on New Hampshire Motor
Speedwayʼs pit wall after a monster
burn out celebrating his first victory
of the season. 
(SEAN GARDNER/GETTY IMAGES
photo



By REID SPENCER
LOUDON, NH -

Kyle Buschʼs celebra-
tory burnout produced
a cloud of smoke over
the frontstretch at New
Hampshire Motor
Speedway, but Ryan
Preeceʼs first run in

top-of-the-line equipment made an
even bigger impression in Satur-
dayʼs Overtonʼs 200 NASCAR
XFINITY Series race.

After a major snafu on pit road
took a potential win away from
Brad Keselowski, who had ar-
guably the fastest car at the Magic
Mile, Busch cruised to a 10.425-
second victory, collecting his third
win in six starts this season, his
sixth at NHMS and the 89th of his
career, extending his series record.

Driving the No. 20 Joe Gibbs
Racing Toyota first the first time,
Preece finished second to his far
more experienced teammate and
left the track hoping his perform-
ance will open the eyes of some-
one looking for talent behind the
wheel.

"This is something I dreamed
about, to be honest with you," said

Preece, who won Fridayʼs All-Star
modified race and finished second
in Saturdayʼs 100-lap preliminary to
the XFINITY event. 

"I work hard week-in and week-
out at the modifieds, so to be able
to have this opportunity means a lot
to me."

Preece, who will race at Iowa on
July 29 in his only other scheduled
event in the No. 20 car, ran the full
NASCAR XFINITY Series schedule
last year in Johnny Davisʼ No. 01
Chevrolet.

"I donʼt take back doing what I
did last year," Preece said. "It was
great. People donʼt even know that
I ran full-time, but I got laps. Thatʼs
what you need sometimes. Iʼve
been doing this all my life, so all I
needed was the right opportunity.

"Joe Gibbs gave it to me. Con-
gratulations to Kyle, my teammate.
Thatʼs pretty cool to say. Right?"

The race, which ran without a
caution from a restart on Lap 97 to
the finish at Lap 200, turned on the
final cycle of green-flag pit stops.
Busch ducked onto pit road on Lap
169 for fuel and fresh tires.

Keselowski, who led a race-high
102 laps, brought his car to the pits

on Lap 170 but had to angle his No.
22 Ford around Kyle Larsonʼs No.
42 Chevrolet, which had started to
leave its pit stall as Keselowski
pulled in.

When the jack dropped and Ke-
selowski accelerated, the gas can
was still locked into its coupler, and
the forward motion of the car pulled
both the can and the fueler out of
the No. 22ʼs pit stall.

Keselowski had to serve a stop-
and-go penalty for dragging equip-
ment outside the pit box. His
winning chances gone, Keselowski
finished fifth, more than 18 seconds
in arrears, as one of six cars on the
lead lap.

"I think we kind of coaxed those
guys into having to rush them-
selves and hurry a little bit (by pit-

ting first with a flawless stop), and
maybe we put the pressure and
that was the difference today,"
Busch said. "So great day for us
and excited to have the opportunity
to be in Victory Lane again here in
New Hampshire."

Keselowski had a succinct sum-
mation of the afternoon.

"Itʼs always fun being fast and
leading the most laps and all that,
but we just didnʼt put the whole
race together today," he said.

Sunoco rookie of the year fron-
trunner William Byron ran third,
with Larson, Keselowski and Ben
Kennedy behind him. Byron is sec-
ond in the series standings, 45
points behind leader Elliott Sadler,
who ran seventh, the first driver
one lap down.
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s Kyle Busch Wins, and
Ryan Preece

Impresses at New
Hampshire

Kyle Busch (18) comes around the turn just ahead of Ryan Preece (20) on his way to win the Overtonʼs 200 at New Hampshire Motor
Speedway Saturday afternoon. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo)

Kyle Busch notches yet another NASCAR XFINITY Series win in
New Hampshire. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)





LOUDON, NH -
For much of Satur-
day's Eastern
Propane & Oil 100,
Bobby Santos was rid-
ing in the middle of the
pack. The Franklin,
Massachusetts, driver
began his charge with
15 laps to go and then
took advantage of
overtime to drive to
Victory Lane at New
Hampshire Motor
Speedway.

It was Santos' 15th career
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour
win and second at the 1.058-mile
oval.

"It's pretty awesome to win here
at New Hampshire," Santos said.
"I'm really excited for my team --
Tinio Racing and everyone that got
us here. The guys gave me a great
car. They put me in position. I had a
great long run car there at the end
and I had a good battle with Ryan
Preece."

This one came with plenty of
late-race drama.

Santos was locked in a four-race
battle for the lead with Doug Coby,
Ryan Preece and Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series driver Ryan
Newman. Newman and Coby got
together with two laps to go when
Newman tried to split the difference
between Coby and Santos and
take second. The caution pushed
the race to 105 laps and gave San-
tos the opportunity to make a run at
Preece, who won Friday's 35-lap
non-points Whelen All-Star
Shootout.

On the final green flag, Santos'
No. 44 Tinio Racing/Imperial-
Cars.com Chevrolet powered by
Preece from the bottom lane and
drove away in the final two circuits. 

Santos led just those two laps.
He started second, but dropped
back early and had to work back
through the traffic in the middle of
the race.

Preece, who led a race-high 54
laps, settled for second. It was the
fifth top-five in six races for the
Berlin, Connecticut driver and
helped him close the gap to just 39
points to the top of the champi-
onship standings despite missing a
race. 

David Sapienza also made a
late charge through the field and
finished third, giving him his second
straight podium finish on the Whe-
len Modified Tour. Brendon Bock
scored a fourth place finish while

Chase Dowling rounded out the top
five. 

Andy Seuss was sixth, followed
by Ted Christopher, Max Zachem,
Rowan Pennink and Shawn
Solomito. Timmy Solomito, who en-
tered the weekend as the points
leader, was involved in a multiple-
car crash at Lap 20 that took him
out of the race. Pennink moved into
first by seven over Timmy Solomito,
with Eric Goodale 22 points behind.
Max Zachem and Justin Bon-
signore round out the top five, while
Preece is sixth.

There were 16 lead changes
among four different drivers. 

The Eastern Propane And Oil
100 will air on NBCSN on Thurs-
day, July 20, at 6 p.m. 

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour will return to the track at Con-
necticut's Stafford Motor Speedway
on Friday, August 4.

Gilliland Dominates at
New Hampshire

LOUDON, NH - When Todd
Gilliland announced he was going
to run for both the East and West
championship in the NASCAR K&N
Pro Series this season, he knew it
wasn't going to be easy. Saturday,
Gilliland helped himself close the
gap towards that goal.

The Sherrills Ford, North Car-
olina, driver captured his second
victory of the season in the K&N
Pro East with a dominating per-
formance in the United Site Serv-
ices 70 at New Hampshire Motor
Speedway. The win helped him
chip away on the points lead of
championship front-runner Harri-
son Burton.

It was the third career victory on

the East for Gilliland and his first at
the 1.058-mile national-series
oval. 

"My NAPA Auto Parts Camry
was hooked up tonight," said
Gilliland, who has 14 wins in 37
K&N Pro Series starts between the
East and West for Bill McAnally
Racing. "The VHT has a lot of grip
and when I was around other cars,
I really turned the middle good. It
sounds easy, but it was tough
through practice. We weren't as
good when we unloaded. It was
kind of an unknown waking up this
morning knowing two other series
were going to run out here."

Gilliland's No. 16 NAPA Auto
Parts Toyota started from the out-
side pole position, but he was quick
to take the lead from Chase Purdy
on the restart on lap eight. From
there, the NASCAR Next driver
pulled away and never was chal-
lenged for the remainder of the
race. He led a total of 63 laps, and
put all but the top six a lap down. 

Purdy, who captured his fourth
straight 21 Means 21 Pole Award
on Friday evening, finished second

in the race. It was the third runner-
up finish of the season for him.
Purdy, who is also part of the
NASCAR Next program, runs for
David Gilliland Racing and leads
the Sunoco Rookie of the Year
standings. It is the second 1-2 fin-
ish for the DGR/BMR teammates,
which also accomplished the feat at
Michigan's Berlin Raceway.

Ronnie Bassett Jr. finished third,
while Burton slid by Sheldon Creed
in the final laps and finished fourth.
Tyler Dippel was sixth, followed by
Ruben Garcia Jr., Dillon Bassett,
Trey Hutchens and Brandon Oak-
ley. 

Burton leads Gilliland by 14
points after nine of 14 races, while
Purdy is 52 points back. Bassett Jr.
and Garica round out the top five. 

The United Site Services 70 will
air on NBCSN on Thursday, July 20
at 6 p.m. 

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
East returns to the track at Iowa
Speedway on July 28, where
Gilliland is the defending race win-
ner.

Lacroix Dominates for
First Toronto Victory
TORONTO, ONT - It only took

Kevin Lacroix seven laps to get the
lead, once he got there he didn't
look back. 

The 28-year-old driver from
Saint- Eustache, Quebec, held off
hard charges from Marc- Antoine
Camirand, LP Dumoulin and Adam
Andretti to win the Pinty's Grand
Prix of Toronto Sunday at Exhibi-
tion Place. 

This race win was Lacroix's sec-
ond consecutive win following his
win at Quebec's Circuit ICAR last
week. This marked the champi-
onship points leader's third win of
the season, extending his points
lead over Alex Labbe by 13 points. 

(Continued Next Page)
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Bobby Santos celebrates in Victory Lane after winning the Eastern
Propane and Oil 100 at New Hampshire Motor Speedway on Sunday.
(Mike Ivins/NASCAR photo)

Better Late Than Never For
Santos at NHMS

Todd Gilliland scored the win at New Hampshire Motor Speedway in
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East action Saturday. (Adam Glanz-
man/NASCAR photo)



MOORESVILLE,
NC - The 2017
Puryear Tank
Lines/Thrifty Tire Serv-
ice Centers 300 at Or-
ange County
Speedway saw Kyle
Busch Motorsports de-
velopment driver Cole
Rouse hold off Matt
Craig to claim his first
career victory in CARS
Super Late Model

competition. Local favorite Layne
Riggs led wire to wire in the Late
Model Stock Car Tour event en
route to a popular victory in front of
his home crowd.

Riggsʼ victory allowed him to
slightly extend his points lead over
Anthony Alfredo in the LMSC Tour,
while Rouse was able to tie Bran-
don Setzer for the points lead in the
SLM Tour. However, when the
CARS Tour competitors return to

Orange County, there will be more
than just points on the line.

The historic, 3/8 mile asphalt
oval will play host to the inaugural
Mid-Atlantic Classic on July 22,
2017. The 150-lap super late model
event will feature several key dif-
ferences from the previous outing
at Orange County for the super late
models, including a total purse of
$50,875, in which every competitor
who makes the 30-car starting grid
will earn $1,000. The winner of the
Mid-Atlantic Classic will receive
$10,000, which is a paycheck that
exceeds every previous event in
CARS Tour history, including the
U.S. Nationals at Bristol that saw
race winner Darrell Wallace Jr.
earned $7,500.

"We are so excited to be able to
bring the best Super Late Model
drivers in the country to Orange
County Speedway,” said CARS
Tour Director of Marketing and Op-

erations Chris Ragle. “Each race at
Orange County has gotten bigger
than the previous, now with
$10,000 to win and $1000 to start
we have seen interest beyond our
expectations.  It is going to be a
great show that you won't want to
miss!"

The Mid-Atlantic Classic will also
mark the first time that stage race
is used in the CARS Tour. The
super late model race will be di-
vided into four segments consisting
of 35 laps, 65 laps, another 35 laps
and a 15-lap sprint to the finish to
end the race. There will be a five-
minute break to accompany the
end of each stage, and all segment
winners will earn a $500 cash
bonus, and will start inside the Top
8 for the final stage.

Stage racing has been around in
many forms in auto racing over the
past several decades, including ex-
hibition NASCAR races such as
the All-Star Race and The Clash,
as well as the Eldora Dirt Derby in
the NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series.

However, 2017 is the first year in
which stage racing has been uti-
lized throughout the entire
NASCAR season, as the Top 10
drivers in each stage receive
points, and stage winners in the top
three NASCAR series earn a play-
off point for their respective Chase.
The new format has been well re-

ceived by drivers and fans in
NASCAR, and many CARS Tour
competitors believe that stage rac-
ing will have many benefits for the
series.

Each segment break will allow
teams to change tires and work on
their cars. After each break con-
cludes, drivers will line up based on
how many tires they changed in the
pit box, with drivers who changed
no tires starting first, while drivers
who changed all four tires will start
in the rear of the field. This will only
be the second time this season that
teams have had the option to make
adjustments to their cars during the
race, and many of the drivers be-
lieve that pit strategy will determine
the outcome of the race.

A strong field of super late model
teams is expected for the Mid-At-
lantic Classic, including CARS SLM
Tour points leader Brandon Setzer,
Raphael Lessard, Bubba Pollard,
Jared Irvan, and local driver Tate
Fogleman just to name a few. Al-
though there will not be a $10,000
paycheck or any stage racing for
the CARS LMSC Tour, the Mid-At-
lantic Classic will serve as another
chapter in the close points battle
between Layne Riggs, Anthony Al-
fredo and Josh Berry. Only nine
points only separate them.

For more information on the
CARS Tour, visit their website at
carsracingtour.com.

Continued…

Lacroix nearly lost his
lead to Camirand with
six laps to go when
the St. Leonard d'As-
ton, Quebec, native hit
the wall forcing a late
race yellow. Lacroix
then continued his
dominating perform-
ance holding off LP
Dumoulin and Andretti
to claim his first victory
in Toronto.

LP Dumoulin
picked up his best fin-
ish of 2017 finishing
second. Adam Andretti

finished third and became the first
American to sit on the podium

since Jason Bowles in 2010. 
Alex Labbe finished in fourth,

while JF Dumoulin ended up fifth
notching his first top five since
CTMP in 2015.

DJ Kennington came home sixth
followed by Cayden Lapcevich in
seventh. 

Anthony Simone brought his car
home eighth while the father/son
duo of Gary and Peter Klutt
rounded out the top ten finishers.

Polesitter Andrew Ranger
limped home in 15th after an early
run in with Alex Tagliani. Tagliani
went on to finish 14th. 

The NASCAR Pinty's Series
heads west to Wyant Group Race-
way for the Velocity Prairie Thun-
der Twin 100s presented by Bayer
on July 26th.

Kevin Lacroix put on a dominating performance to win the Pinty's
Grand Prix of Toronto to take home his third victory of the season.
(Matt Manor/NASCAR photo)
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EPPING, NH -
Travis Benjamin of
Morrill, Maine nailed
down his first Pro All
Stars Series victory of
this season with a
dominant performance
in Saturday night's
Make-A-Wish 150 at
Star Speedway in Ep-
ping, New Hampshire.

After swapping the
early lead with six-time
PASS North champion
Johnny Clark in the

opening laps, Benjamin pulled
away from the pack, leading by al-
most four seconds by the time
eventual runner-up Ben Rowe of
Turner, Maine made it to second
position.

Benjamin, whose Petit Motor-
sports 7 car has been amazing on
long runs this season though late
cautions have foiled his attempts to
claim victory, took less than 35 min-
utes to complete this caution free,
green-to-checkered run in his As-
sociated Grocers of Maine-spon-
sored ride.

Rowe, the current PASS Super
Late Model National Championship
Series kingpin, cut into Benjamin's
lead substantially in the closing
laps, but a caution flag never ap-
peared to aid his quest and he fin-
ished 1.32-seconds behind the
winner. Rowe and the Richard
Moody Racing, Hancock Lumber-
sponsored team unofficially moved

to the top of the Pro All Stars Se-
ries North Super Late Model cham-
pionship standings by a narrow
margin over race winner Benjamin.

Tracy Gordon earned another
third-place finish aboard his A-One
Builders/Gordon Lumber 41. Early
race leader Clark was fourth under
the checkered flag. Reigning Ox-
ford 250 champion Wayne Helli-
well, Jr. rounded out the top five.

Joey Doiron of Berwick, Maine
was the only other racer managing
to remain on the lead lap as Ben-
jamin set a blistering pace. Doiron
ended up in sixth position. Ben-
jamin and Clark won 12-lap heat
races to set the starting grid for the
Make-A-Wish 150.

The next Pro All Stars Series
North Super Late Model race is
scheduled for Sunday, July 30 at
Oxford Plains Speedway in Oxford,
Maine. For more information
please call (207) 539-8865.

Southern National
PASS South Event

Cancelled
CHARLOTTE, NC - Pro All Stars

Series (PASS) officials announced
today that Saturday nightʼs South-
ern National 150 for the PASS
South Super Late Models at South-
ern National Motorsports Park has
been cancelled due to extreme
heat and expected strong thunder-
storms.   With temperatures ex-
pected to be in the high 90s this

weekend and a forecast predicting
a 70 percent chance of strong thun-
derstorms on Saturday, the deci-
sion was made to cancel the
Southern National event.  PASS
will evaluate schedules to see if the
event can be made up at a later
date. 

The next PASS South Super
Late Model event will be at South
Boston Speedway on Saturday, Au-
gust 12th.  Entry forms for PASS
races at Star Speedway and Ox-
ford Plains Speedway are currently
posted at ProAllStarsSeries.com.

The Pro All Stars Series is rec-
ognized as North Americaʼs pre-
mier sanctioning body for asphalt
Super Late Models and boasts
such marquee events as the Ox-
ford 250 at Oxford Plains Speed-
way and PASS Southʼs Easter
Bunny 150 and Mason-Dixon
MegaMeltdown 300 at the historic
Hickory Motor Speedway.

Donʼt forget to “Like” the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter @PASSSLM14 to
keep up with breaking news as it
happens.

P.A
.S.
S.

Benjamin Dominant in
Non-stop Make-A-Wish 150

Travis Benjamin celebrates his first win of the season in victory
lane at Star Speedway. (Norm Marx/PASS photo)
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ROSSBURG, OH
- Donny Schatz turned
in a perfect score card
and walked away with
a $50,000 check after
dominating the 34th
annual Kings Royal for
the World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Sprint
Car Series at Eldora
Speedway on Satur-
day night. Schatz set
fast time in qualifying
and then won his heat
from the fifth starting

position following the traditional
Kings Royal heat race inversion.

Schatz's win in Heat 1 put him
sixth on the starting grid. He
wasted no time at all jumping for-
ward. He took the lead from pole-
sitter and Kings Royal rookie Cole
Duncan on lap 14 and never looked
back. Schatz lead was as big as six
seconds and he crossed the finish
line 3.966 seconds ahead of team-
mate Christopher Bell. 

"I just tried to play it cautious, but
I seemed to be a little better than
the guys in front of me while I tried
to search out and find the right
line," Schatz explained of his early
race strategy. "I got (to the front)
fairly quick. "Brad (Sweet), I didn't
know if he would keep getting bet-
ter, he looked okay. He didn't really
slow down, we just seemed to get a
little bit better towards the end of
the race as the fuel came off. That
comes to the three guys that work
on this car. They take it with the ut-
most pride and passion and it's
those sort of things that get us in
these positions."

Schatz took the lead from Dun-
can and third-starting Brad Sweet
followed him to take the second po-
sition. From there, Schatz found his
way into traffic and seemingly got
faster as worked around the slower
cars. 

"I was better in dirty air and
that's something this race team
works hard on," Schatz said. "It
seems like I can get my car to stick
when I'm behind somebody else.
Why that is, I don't know. I seem to
be better in dirty air than I am in
open air."

The proficiency of Schatz No.15
in traffic left podium finishers
Christopher Bell and Sweet a bit
befuddled. 

"It just goes back to car han-
dling," Sweet said. "That really
shows your car, how good you are
in dirty air. That's where the No.15
tends to shine. Once he got there,

we started getting some bad air
and the car wasn't feeling as good
behind some of those lapped guys
and that's when Donny just drove
by and that's when I knew we were
in trouble."

Despite his dominance, Schatz
said he never let up or felt he good
relax.

"I've raced the same way for the
last 20 years: the race isn't over
until it's over," Schatz said. "You
can clearly be the best car some
nights and force yourself into a mis-
take. I probably pushed the issue
with a lapped car and I got myself
in a spot where I could have been
the fence. It's never over until you
roll under that checkered flag."

Bell put on a show on his own as
he raced from the 20th starting spot
after he qualified into the race as
one of the two-fastest qualifiers
who did transfer to the Feature
from the heat races. The starting
position wasn't too much of a hin-
drance to Bell, other than to track
down Schatz at the end of the cau-
tion-free race. 

"That was a ton of fun running
up there right around the fence,"
Bell said following the race. "For
me, I was just trying to run smart
and take my time. I knew I had a re-
ally good car. Looking back at it, if I
had known it was going to go green
to checkered, I probably could have
made a couple more moves to get
through the field faster to give me
more time to run down Donny. To
come from 20th to second on a
green to checkered race is some-
thing that I'm pretty proud of."

The Norman, OK driver suffered
damage to his car's no wing when
he hit Jac Haudenschild ,who was
a lapped car, in the rear bumper in
turn two in turn two while in the rear
bumper with less than two laps to
go,. The damage, however, didn't
seem to inhibit Bell at all. 

"I don't think it really mattered,"
Bell said of the damage. "I was
worried about it when it first hap-
pened. It hurt me whenever I was
in dirty air because the nose kept
coming up, but as far as running by
myself, I don't think it really affected
me."

The Tony Stewart/Curb Agajan-
ian Racing teammates raced to
their second straight 1-2 finish.
Sweet was a strong third-place fin-
ishers and was on the podium for
the third straight night at Eldrora.
Still, Sweet feels like his team can
find another gear. 

"We have a lot of consistency in

our car, just some of these races
we haven't hit it exactly right for the
main event," Sweet said. "Donny
was just a good bit better. He just
drove by us and checked out. I
searched around on the racetrack
and just never found a spot where
it was super good. I think we kind
of know where we missed it.
There's a lot of human element in
decision-making before these
races and you have to make the
right decisions if you want to win
them. We'll learn from this and try
to keep getting better."

After claiming the VP Racing
Fuels checkered flag, Schatz was
crowned King Donny the 34th in
traditional Kings Royal Victory
Lane. This year, the King of the
Outlaws and original Kings Royal
winner Steve Kinser, presented
Schatz with his winning crown. 

"I think more than anything, this
probably isn't going to happen a
whole lot that I'm going to get to
stand next to the real King," Schatz
said of Kinser. "That means a lot to
me. He's always been a hero, he's
been the ambassador of our sport,
he's the best thing our sport's ever
seen. I'm damn proud to stand next
to that guy tonight."

Schatz refused to acknowledge
his new accomplishment as the first
back-to-back winner of the Kings
Royal. Instead, Schatz is happy he
becomes a statistical footnote. 

"Anytime you can do anything
that Steve Kinser hasn't done is in-
credible," Schatz said of his victory. 

Earlier in the night, Schatz set
quick time with a lap of 13.197 sec-
onds, identical to Kerry Madsen's
quick time in Hot Laps. Schatz then
used a late restart in Heat 1 to take
the lead and claim the sixth-starting
spot in the Feature. Tim Shaffer,
Sheldon Haudsenchild, Jac Hau-
denchild, Brad Sweet and Cole

Duncan all won earlier qualifying
heats. Clyde Knipp earned the C-
Main win while David Gravel made
a last lap pass to edge Shane
Stewart for a win in the Last
Chance Showdown. 

Despite Bell passing 18 cars to
finish second, Ryan Smith took
home the KSE Hard Charger
award as he advanced from 24th to
5th behind Duncan, who finished
fourth in his first-ever Kings Royal
start. 

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series now continues its
travel back east with a stop of Lern-
verville Speedway in Sarver, PA on
July 18 for the $20,000-to-win Don
Martin Memorial Silver Cup.

Christopher Bell
Outduels Schatz to

Win The Knight Before
the Kings Royal

ROSSBURG, OH - Christopher
Bell took the lead from Brad Sweet
in turn three and then held off a
surging Donny Schatz on a restart
with nine laps to go to win the
Knight Before the Kings Royal at
Eldora Speedway on Friday night.
Bell, who lined up for the 30-lap
main event in third, had to be per-
fect on the race's only restart with
less than 10 laps to go as the eight-
time Outlaw Champion threw
everything he had at the 22-year-
old Norman, OK native who was
driving the No.14 Tony Stewart
Racing-Curb/Agajanian entry. 

"It's a dream come true," Bell
said following the victory. "To be
able to drive for Tony (Stewart) is a
dream come true, to win at Eldora
on Kings Royal weekend with the
Outlaws, I'm just speechless. I've
had a lot of good runs here at the
Kings Royal. I think I've been in the 

(Continued Next Page)
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Steve Kinser, who was inducted into the Motorsports Hall of Fame
of America presents Donny Schatz with his Kings Royal crown in
victory lane at Eldora Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)
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top three the last cou-
ple of years whenever
I've crashed. So, to be
able to finally win one
was really special.
Tonight was only 30
laps and we have 40
of them tomorrow."

At the drop of the
green flag, it was out-
side pole starter Brad
Sweet who jumped
out to an early advan-
tage. Behind Sweet,
Bell engaged in a
thrilling battle with
polesitter Brian Brown

for the third position in the opening
laps. 

Sweet's lead quickly expanded
to 1.9 seconds over Bell, but evap-
orated just as fast when he strug-
gled to navigate through a sea of
slower traffic. Bell saw his opportu-
nity on lap 10 and seized it as he
drove by Sweet entering turn three
and claimed the point. 

From there, Bell found himself
racing against the cushion, which
was nearly against the outside re-
taining wall, all the way around the
racetrack. At the halfway points, his
gap was 1.3 seconds over Sweet
and Ian Madsen with Schatz run-
ning in third. 

A few short laps later, Schatz
began to make his move forward
as he got by Madsen and then
Sweet to take second on lap 20. 

The only caution of the race
came on lap 21 for a stopped Shel-
don Haudenschild in turn two and
reset the battle upfront with a dou-
ble-file restart. Bell chose the bot-
tom lane for the restart despite
running the high outside groove up
to that point. 

"The only reason I did it was be-
cause I got beat when I started on
the top in the heat race," Bell said.
"I watched the heat races and
every time the bottom was able to
get the jump. I felt like either or
would work, but I felt I was more
vulnerable if I took the top."

Despite losing his advantage,
Bell felt the caution actually played
to his advantage. 

"I think the caution helped me
out big time because I was strug-
gling in lapped traffic," Bell ex-
plained. "I knew I needed to get my
wing back and I had just reached
for the lever when the yellow came
out.

Bell's choice worked as it put
him in the catbird seat to drive to
the top lane in turns one and two,
but prevented Schatz from at-
tempting a slide job in turns one

and two. Schatz poked inside Bell
on the bottom in turns three and
four and then pulled even for a half
lap. Bell maintained his momentum
enough in turn two to carry the lead
down the backstretch on lap 22 and
he dropped to the bottom to take
away Schatz's lane. 

"At the time, I didn't know the
bottom was where I needed to be,"
Bell said. "I got my wing back and
went to the top and was pretty good
in one and two. Then, Donny got
back beside me off of four and I felt
like I hit a pretty good corner, so it
was at that point that I knew I
needed to change my line in three
and four. Luckily I was able to get
the momentum again in one and
two to drop down in front of him."

Schatz felt he may have shown
Bell the preferred line a little bit
early, but also suggested he didn't
have much choice in his bid for the
win. 

"You just have to go where he's
not and that's where I was better
anyways," Schatz said. "He stayed
up there and we ran side-by-side
for a lap there. It forced him to
move his lane and maybe I was a
little too nice. Maybe I should have
bulldozed him in there, but that's
not me."

Over the final five laps, Bell
found some lapped traffic and nav-
igated the chaos with finer preci-
sion was able to drive to the
checkered flag 0.591 seconds
ahead of Schatz's No.15. The win
was a sure confidence boost for
Bell entering tomorrow's $50,000-
to-win 34th annual Kings Royal. 

"This place is my favorite race-
track in the world," Bell said. "I've
had a lot of success here and a lot
of hard luck, some of it self-in-
flicted. I've been able to win here in
a Midget, a Silver Crown car, a 360
Winged Sprint, and now with the
Outlaws, and a Truck too. It's been
really good to me the last couple of

years. I'm excited to try and get a
big win tomorrow."

Bell will be looking to use his
momentum from Friday's win to
avenge a DNF in last year's Kings
Royal when he flipped against the
turn four wall while running second.
Despite the strong run in The
Knight Before, Bell was cautiously
optimistic for Saturday's main
event. 

"I felt really, really confident
coming in here and then yesterday
we just struggled," said Bell, who
failed to qualify for Thursday's Jok-
ers Wild Feature. " For some rea-
son, we just didn't have the speed.
They worked really hard and (crew
chief) Jimmy Car made some ad-
justments. I don't feel like we have
enough speed yet to qualify where
we need to tomorrow, but obviously
we can race okay. Our car is really
good when it's slick. That's the
most important part."

Schatz's second-place finish
completed a 1-2 finish for the Tony
Stewart Racing-Curb/Agajanian
team.  

"Every car owner's dream is to
have one-two finishes. Tony got
one tonight and he also owns the
track, so it's a good feeling. Obvi-
ously I think it should be the other
way around, I think it should be 15
then the 14, but that's the way it
goes," Schatz joked. 

Sweet maintained the third spot
late in the race despite the best ef-
forts of fourth-place finisher Ian
Madsen. Brown settled for fifth.

For the second straight night,
Brent Marks was the KSE Hard
Charger. Marks used a World of
Outlaws provisional starting spot to
enter the Feature and started 25th.
He gained 12 total positions and
finished 13th. 

Schatz was also the night's fast
qualifier with a lap of 13.057 sec-
onds around the high-banked half-
mike track. Jason Johnson, Kraig

Kinser, Ian Madsen, Schatz, Shane
Stewart and Tim Shaffer all won
qualifying heats. Brown and Sweet
won the pair of Craftsman Club
Dashes. Joey Saldana won the
Last Chance Showdown while
Mark claimed the C-Main victory
and Chris Andews drove to a D-
Main checkered flag.

Kerry Madsen
Dominates Jokers

Wild at Eldora
ROSSBURG, OH - After a three

hour rain delay in the early evening,
Kerry Madsen dominated the World
of Outlaws Craftsman® Sprint Car
Series Jokers Wild event at Eldora
Speedway on Thursday night that
stretched into the early hours of Fri-
day morning. Madsen was third-
quick in Flight A qualifying and
second in his heat before claiming
victory in the Craftsman Club Dash.
The Dash win gave Madsen the
pole for the 30-lap, $10,000-to-win
Jokers Wild and he led every circuit
to score the win in convincing fash-
ion. 

Madsen's win to begin the 34th
annual Kings Royal weekend is
even more impressive after he re-
vealed in Victory Lane he battled
an injury throughout most of the
race after a rock cut his hand in the
opening five laps. The Australian
pilot persevered through the pain to
claim his fourth Outlaw win of the
season and the third in the Series'
last four races.

"A couple of times the car took
off on me and I didn't quite have the
wheel," Madsen joked about his in-
jury after he was treated following
the race. "I could just see all the
blood in the glove. It was hurting,
but I just kept going."

Off the initial start, Madsen
grabbed the early lead while fellow
front row starter Brad Sweet drag
raced Madsen into turn three for
the lead. The battle was short-lived,
however, as Brady Bacon flipped in
turn two before the opening lap
was complete to bring out the red
flag. Bacon was uninjured.

A complete restart followed and
saw Madsen jump out front again
while 14th starting Jac Hauden-
schild slowed almost immediately,
but pulled pitside, which allowed
the race to continue. 

"I got side-by-side down the
backstretch," Sweet said of the
start. "Kerry left just enough there
and I had a run. He was able to go
across the track in turn three and
take some air off my car and, hon-
estly, that was kind of the race. He
was really fast out in clean air. 

(Continued Next Page)

Wo
rld

 of
 Ou

tla
ws

Cr
af

tsm
an

 Sp
rin

t C
ar

 Se
rie

s

Christopher Bell climbs from his car in victory lane after out-dueling
Donny Schatz for the Knight Before the Kings Royal win on Friday
night. (Paul Arch photo)
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There was definitely
no catching him
there."

Madsen set a blis-
tering pace on the
lightning quick track
and worked into traffic
on lap eight. While the
bottom was the pre-
ferred lane, Madsen
drove to the top on the
cushion that was
slightly more than
halfway up the track to
work past the slower
cars. 

The dirtier top lane
for Madsen did slow his pace
slightly and allowed Sweet to pull
within one second of the No.2m. It
was a short glimmer of hope for
Sweet though as the caution
waved on lap 12 when Logan
Schuchart suffered a broken front
axle and came to a stop in turn four. 

The yellow flag gave Madsen
the clean air he needed on the
restart to pull away from Sweet
again and he did just that. By lap
18, Madsen had opened a 1.7-sec-
ond gap over Sweet while Brian
Brown battled with David Gravel for
the third position. 

"I knew the starts were going to
be super important because if
someone got a lead and got
through traffic, you weren't going to
get them, so it was super critical,"
Madsen explained. "When we got
to the traffic, I was just trying to be
super aggressive with it and go
hard at it because you know what
those guys are like, they'll pass you
in two seconds if you screw up."

Madsen again caught traffic on
lap 20, but this time was able to
navigate the slower cars more effi-
ciently with his aggressive game
plan. He continued at his lightning-
quick pace over the final laps and
drove off to the victory by 2.6 sec-
onds over Sweet. Brown raced to a
third-place finishing after holding off
Gravel in an exciting third-place
battle. Tim Shaffer got by Gravel
late to claim fourth while the No.5
settled for fifth. 

The victory continues a red-hot
streak for Madsen who has now
won in each of his last three Outlaw
starts after he swept last week-
end's events at Wisconsin's Cedar
Lake Speedway.

Sweet settled for a second-place
finish, which felt like a victory for
the Grass Valley, CA native after
beginning the night with a seventh-
place qualifying effort.

Gravel was the night's overall
fast qualifier with a lap of 12.847

seconds around the half-mile track,
just 0.140 seconds off Craig Dol-
lansky's 2002 track record of
12.707. Shaffer, Ian Madsen,
Gravel and Brown won qualifying
heats. Cole Duncan won the Last
Chance Showdown while Trevor
Baker won the C-Main. Brent
Marks was the night's KSE Hard
Charger after racing from the 24th
starting position up to 12th.

Gravel Steals Brad
Doty Classic Win From

Tim Shaffer at Attica
ATTICA, OH - Tim Shaffer dom-

inated the World of Outlaws Crafts-
man® Sprint Car Series Brad Doty
Classic at Attica Raceway Park, but
David Gravel's late surge allowed
him to take over the point coming
to the white flag and lead the final
two laps to steal the victory on
Tuesday night. It was Gravel's 10th
win of the season, setting a new
career-high season wins record for
the Watertown, CT driver. 

Daryn Pittman rounded out the
podium after a thrilling late battle
with Rico Abreu and Brent Marks.
Brad Sweet earned a fourth-place
finish and the KSE Hard Charger
award after starting 25th. Sweet
was forced to take a provisional
when he could not advance beyond
the C-Main after winning the D-
Main. Abreu rounded out the top-
five finishers.

"It's awesome," Gravel said in
Victory Lane. "(When the Brad
Doty Classic was) at Lima, I fin-
ished on the podium a couple of
times and could never win one. To
win it at Attica where we couldn't
even make it out of the 'C' last year,
to rebound like that and win is just
awesome. There's so much pres-
tige with this race. Everybody
wants to win Brad Doty's race and
you see it with 58 racecars (in the
pits). I'm just happy to do it and do
it at Attica."

Shaffer was the polesitter for the

40-lap main event with Kevin Gob-
recht rookie-of-the-year contender
Sheldon Haudenschild on the out-
side of the front row after both driv-
ers won their respective Craftsman
Club Dashes. Shaffer jumped to
the early lead ahead of Hauden-
schild while the rest of the field bat-
tled two and three-wide.

Shaffer wound up in traffic on lap
seven, but didn't have to deal with it
for long. A red flag on lap nine when
Dominic Scelzi turned on his side in
turn two led to the first restart and
gave Shaffer a clear track.

However, it was Haudenschild
who got the better restart and slid
in front of Shaffer to the lead in turn
two. As Shaffer turned his No.49x
back under Haudenschild, the two
drivers made contact exiting the
corner, which flattened a left-side
tire on Haudenschild's No.93. 

Before the lap was complete,
Kyle Larson spun his No.57 at the
bottom of turn three to bring out the
race's second stoppage and al-
lowed Haudenschild to replace the
tire. Both Larson and Haudenschild
were able to return and raced from
the back to 10th and 12th-place fin-
ishes, respectively. 

On the ensuing single-file
restart, Shaffer drove away to siz-
able lead again, this time ahead of
Abreu and Pittman. Fifteen laps in,
Shaffer was battling slower traffic
again with a convincing 1.8-second
lead to work with. It was erased by
the final yellow flag of the race on
lap 17 when Max Stambaugh came
to a stop on the backstretch. 

Shaffer continued his domi-
nance on the restart, but 10 laps
later Abreu reeled him in up front
and tried to take the lead with a
slide job, but was denied. With less
than 10 laps on, Gravel began to
make his move from fourth. A spir-
ited battle with Pittman resulted in
Gravel moving into third shortly
after Shaffer lost time when he bob-
ble against the turn two cushion on
lap 33. 

With five laps to go, Gravel all of
a sudden eliminated the advantage
of the top two drivers and used a
big slide job in turn three to take
second from Abreu on lap 37.
Gravel then quickly caught Shaffer
and going into turn three as the
field raced to the white flag, Gravel
drove around Shaffer to take over
the point. He led the final two laps
at the stripe to secure the win for
his CJB Motorsports team.

Shaffer was understandably dis-
appointed with his runner-up finish
after the victory was snatched from
his grasp over the final two laps.
Nonetheless, Shaffer was congrat-
ulatory in his post-race remarks.

"I knew I needed to move
around," Shaffer said of his late de-
cision to change lines. "We went
low that one time and it went pretty
good, but it took so long to get in
and I decided I lost a lot. It's one of
those deals where you're up front
and you're not sure. This is a hard
one to lose, but I've won them that
way too. It goes both ways. Those
guys did a heck of a job, so hat's off
to them."

Pittman's third-place finish con-
tinues a streak of strong runs and
is his 12th top-five finish this sea-
son. The former Outlaw champion
was in part disappointed he was
not able to pull off the victory from
his advantageous positions. 

"Gravel got by me with probably
five or six laps to go and then I
moved to the top in turn three and
four and felt really good," Pittman
said of the late-race chaos. "I felt
like I gained a lot more speed doing
that and obviously got to race
through lapped cars and he got
back by me and ended up winning
the race. I'm frustrated with myself
as a driver. I think when they got to
traffic Shaffer and Rico both slowed
down a bit and I thought I was in
position to try to steal that one. In-
stead of me, Gravel was sitting in
fourth and stole it from all of us."

Prior to the 40-lap Feature, Rich
Farmer, Mike Leone and Gill Con-
struction put up an extra $1100 if a
FAST driver could score the win.
The only eligible driver for the
bonus was Lee Jacobs, who fin-
ished 17th.

Earlier in the night, Dale Blaney
and Brent Marks were the fast
qualifiers in their respective time
trial fligts, earning an extra $400
bonus each from SprintCarUnlim-
ited.com. Blaney, Stewart, Abreu,
Pittman, Haudenschild and Gravel
were the heat race winners. Sweet
won the D-Main before Chris An-
drews claimed the C-main victory
and Parker Price-Miller scored vic-
tory in the Last Chance Showdown.
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David Gravel celebrates his Brad Doty Classic win in victory lane
at Attica Raceway Park. (Paul Arch photo)



GRAND FORKS,
ND - The World of
Outlaws Craftsman®
Late Model Series
event at River Cities
Speedway on Friday
looked like it would
end in similar fashion
to the 2016 edition- a
rainout. Although the
two shows had the
same beginning, this
year had a different
ending which resulted
in Shane Clanton

wheeling his way to his fourth Se-
ries win of the season. 

"Mother nature threw us a curve-
ball," said Clanton. "We thought it
was going to rain pretty hard and
we've gotten stuck here in the pits
before so everyone loaded up.
Thanks to all of the fans for sticking
it out and giving us a place to race.
This is a cool place. It's always racy
so hats off to the guys that work on
this track."

Clanton defended the lead for all
50-laps from an exciting battle for
second. Tyler Erb and Eric Wells
ran door-to-door for majority of the
feature. The no.91 almost gave up
his top-three run on lap-20 when he
nearly fell off of the track, as his
right side tipped over the track
ledge between turns three and four.
Wells capitalized on Erb's mistake,
as he was finally able to make the
pass for second.

Although he slowed, Erb didn't
miss a beat and began to chase
back down the second position. All
the while, Sheppard appeared on
the scene wanting a piece of the
action. The trio battled three-wide
around the 3/10-mile bullring using
every inch of the track trying to gain
a little more momentum than the
other. 

Clanton was effortlessly working
through lap traffic and continued
widen his lead to 2.4 seconds by
lap 30. Erb kicked his Rocket XR1
into another level and began dig-
ging for the race leader leaving
Sheppard and Wells at his bumper.
Clanton's lead was cut down to
only 1.015 before a caution fell for
Chad Simpson with only three laps
to go.

"I definitely didn't want to see the
caution," said Erb. "I mean Shane
did a great job. He got me there on
the start and that's what he had to
do. I about turned over there in
three and four and I had to fight to
get back to second. Once we got to
second there was about 10 to go

and I really started pushing it. It just
wasn't meant to be tonight...We'll
just have to try again. I know we
have about 20 more races so hope-
fully we can get a win by then."

Sheppard made his way to the
podium from a ninth position start. 

"We just got behind there a little
bit in qualifying and we've been
messing around with some stuff on
my car trying to get a little bit bet-
ter," said Sheppard. "We are put-
ting in a lot of work on this thing and
we just have to get where we can
qualify up front and win a heat race
again. We have a really awesome
car every night in the feature we
just have to work on our early pro-
gram."

During qualifying, 19 of the 33
Late Models entered at River Cities
Speedway broke the existing track
record which was set in 2014 by
Rick Eckert with an 11.756 second
lap time. Mike Marlar turned the
best lap and now holds the new
track record of 11.357.

"The racetrack was a lot better
than I could have imaged it would
be with all of the rain we got ear-
lier," said Sheppard. "It looked like
it was going to be a little tough but
they worked on it a little bit and they
made it into an awesome racing
surface."

The next stop for the World of
Outlaws Craftsman Late Model Se-
ries is on Wednesday, July 26 at
Fayette County Speedway in
Brownstown, IL before heading to
the Prairie Dirt Classic for two days
of action at Fairbury American Le-
gion Speedway on July 28-29.

Sheppard Snatches
the Spotlight at

Hibbing Raceway
HIBBING, MN - Brandon Shep-

pard secured his ninth win of the
World of Outlaws Craftsman® Late
Model Series season at Hibbing
Raceway by way of a near last lap
pass by Chub Frank for the lead.

All race Sheppard had been
working the cushion allowing him to
gain ground on the race leaders
from his sixth-place start. Yet, one
of the biggest benefactors to Shep-
pard's win on Thursday night was
Eric Wells who brought out a cau-
tion for mechanical issues with his
driveshaft and transmission bring-
ing his no.18 machine to a halt on
the backstretch. With only five laps
remaining in the feature, the cau-
tion ultimately erased the .996 sec-
ond lead Frank held over Mike

Marlar in second and Sheppard in
third.

"I didn't know how many laps
were left there," said Sheppard. "I
was hoping for a double-file restart
but Mikey and Chub both have re-
ally good racecars so we just got
lucky and got a good run on Mikey
coming off of the front stretch and
got in front of him getting into [turn]
one."

Prior to the caution on lap 35,
Frank had led 31-laps around the
bottom of the racetrack in what
looked like would be the end to an
eight-year winless streak for the
Series veteran whose last Outlaw
win was August 22, 2009. After the
restart, Frank held on to the lead
for the following three laps before
Sheppard made the pass on lap 38
that won him the race.

"I knew the bottom was starting
to give up a little bit and on that
restart, I knew that somebody
would try the outside," said Frank.
"Of course, you know Brandon he
is definitely going to, in fact I
thought Marlar was the guy to beat
and that him or Brandon would be
up there but I knew I couldn't come
off of the [bottom]. I mean there is
no way that you can go up there
when you've run thirty-something
laps on the bottom. I just tried to
make it stick and he just got a good
run off the cushion. He did a hell of
a job."

"We were just really good on the
top the whole time," said Sheppard.
"We were good on the bottom too
but there was no way we were
going to pass Chub on the bottom
so I just put it on the top and gave
it all she had."

Marlar rounded out the podium,
claiming his fifth podium finish of
eight Series races.

"We got to run there on the bot-
tom for a while and on the outside
and through the middle early... real
racy," said Marlar. "Congratulations
to Brandon and Chub. Chub did an
awesome job he just probably did-
n't know to move out since he was
running the bottom the whole race."

Madden Grabs
Back-to-Back Wins in

Minnesota
OGILVIE, MN - Patience was the

key to victory for Chris Madden at
the World of Outlaws Craftsman®
Late Model Series event at Ogilvie
Raceway. Madden stalked his prey
for 36 laps before making the pass
for the lead. 

"I can't thank my guys enough
that work hard on this thing to make
sure nothing falls off," said Mad-
den. "We have some tough guys

we race with out here. I love racing
with Brandon [Sheppard]. He is a
hell of a wheelman and that kids
got a bright future ahead of him."

Sheppard started on the pole for
the 40-lap $8,000-to-win feature
event thanks to a young fan that
was selected to help with the re-
draw. Sheppard held on to the lead
for the majority of the race despite
lap traffic and getting into the wall
on 20-lap bringing out a caution for
debris on the track.

"We had a pretty good racecar,"
said Sheppard. "I just got in the wall
about halfway through the race...
and once we lost the spoiler we got
a little bit loose and I don't think we
had the right tires on either but we'll
take it." 

With 10 laps to go Sheppard
held a 1.713 second lead over
Madden, Simpson, and the rest of
the field. That's when Madden
began to make his move and
kicked his Longhorn Chassis into
the next gear to begin reeling the
leader in. Only five laps later, and
five left to go in the feature, Shep-
pard and Madden were separated
by only .470 seconds. On the next
lap, Madden was able to make his
pass in turn two for the lead.

"We've had some speed through
our car all through the year we just
haven't been able to put it all to-
gether," said Madden. "We've had
some bad luck, broke some drive
shafts, and a couple of engine fail-
ures but other than that we've been
pretty good and haven't been able
to finish it but we have a new Long-
horn out from Clements Automotive
with Penske Shocks, Hoosier Tires
and VP Fuels. Our race car was
awesome here."

Madden swept the night by land-
ing quick time at the 3/8-mile with a
14.883 lap, held off some charges
from Devin Moran to win his heat,
then claimed back-to-back Series
wins during the first two show-
downs of the Midwest swing. Two
wins in the book for Madden and
his crew this week have boosted
them in the Championship Points
Standings from fourth to now tied
for second with Tyler Erb.

Chad Simpson rounded out the
podium at Ogilvie Raceway and
counted his third-place finish with
the best drivers in the country as a
win in his book. 

"It's a win for us and this team
right now," said Simpson. "We
haven't raced a whole lot this year
and that's why we're up in [Min-
nesota] now to try to get some
races in and to try to get a feel for
this car. I think this is the best we've
ran this year so I think we're
headed in the right direction now."
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W H E AT L A N D ,
MO - Current Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries points leader,
Josh Richards ex-
tended his lead over
his competitors as he
won the CMH Dia-
mond Nationals on
Saturday night at
Lucas Oil Speedway.
For the 29-year-old
driver in his first sea-
son of following the
tour, it was his seventh

series win of the year and his first
ever at the Wheatland, MO facility.

Jimmy Owens looked to be on
his way to another victory at the
track, but Richards, tracked him
down and took the lead with 8 laps
to-go. Owens then got too high in
turn four while trying to get back
around Richards and his car stalled
with three laps remaining in the
race. Richards then went unchal-
lenged for the win.

"We weren't very fast in hot laps
or qualifying. We basically went
with the same set-up as last night,
and then we made some adjust-
ments. We weren't that great at the
beginning, but the longer the race
went, the tires on the car felt good;
I hate it for Jimmy though. I saw
that he tried to get back by me on
the outside and he got up close to
the wall and the car must have
stalled or something."

The race went the first 57 laps
caution-free until Owens brought
out the only caution of the race.
The long green-flag conditions
helped Richards out he said.
"Jimmy was pretty good early, and
he was so far out there, but he
eventually came back to us. We
just have to focus on being fast, the
last two nights helped a lot. It can
turnaround in a heartbeat."

The Eric and Kelly Brock-owned
Best Performance Motorsports
Rocket is powered by a Durham
Racing Engine and sponsored by
Bulk Material Lift.com, Peoples Na-
tional Bank, Corey Frazier-State
Farm Insurance, Valvoline, Keyser,
Riggs Motorsports, Integra,
Sunoco, and Alexander Lawn and
Garden.

Hudson O'Neal started on the
outside of row number one and
trailed Owens for the first 37 laps of
the race until Richards went by
him. At one-point Hudson O'Neal
had pulled to within two car lengths
of Owens in traffic, but Owens
pulled out to a straightaway lead

after that. 
Don O'Neal made a late-race

charge, passing his son to move
into third-place. After the caution for
Owens, O'Neal fought off chal-
lenges from his son and his Clint
Bowyer Racing-teammate, Darrell
Lanigan, who came home in third.

"We still have some work to do
to catch the number 1 car, but we
are getting there," said the 2014
LOLMDS National Champion, Don
O'Neal. "We have a third last night
and a second tonight, so we are
getting close to having this Peak
Antifreeze and Coolant and
Cometic Gasket car back to Victory
Lane.

"We keep coming up short, but
we have got to keep digging. We
were good out in the open and with
traffic. This was a new car last night
and we are happy to keep getting
these podium finishes. If we keep
running like this, the wins will
come."

Lanigan commented on his
podium finish as well. "Tonight was
a good night for the Clint Bowyer
team. On that final restart, I thought
I could roll the top and go by those
guys ahead of me, but it just didn't
work out as I had planned."

Completing the top ten were Tim
McCreadie, Dennis Erb Jr., Jake
O'Neil, Earl Pearson Jr. and Steve
Francis.

Richards Wins at
Tri-City Speedway

GRANITE CITY, IL - Josh
Richards scored his first career Tri-
City Speedway win on Friday night
in the NAPA Know How 50 - Pre-
sented by Spray Nine. Richards
fought off a late-race challenge by
Tim McCreadie, who came home in
second place after starting in sev-
enth. Don O'Neal charged to a
third-place finish, with Brian Shirley
edging out Jimmy Owens on the
final lap for to finish fourth.

In Lucas Oil Victory Lane for the
sixth time this season, Richards
was thrilled with another win.

"This is only about the third or
fourth time I have ever run here.
There is no doubt that it's a fun
track to race on. There is plenty of
room out there. I must thank my
crew; Randall and Tyler; for the set-
up on this Rocket Chassis. Our
team gelled pretty quick and it's
only gotten better, especially in the
last few weeks we have been run-
ning extremely well and a lot of that
success goes to Andy Durham of

Durham Race Engines," said the
29-year-old.

With the victory, Richards ex-
tended his lead in the champi-
onship standings to 140 points over
Scott Bloomquist. 

"It got a bit slick out there for a
while. I kept searching for a line
that would work best for me. With
not a lot of experience here, you
just don't know where to run at cer-
tain times during the race.   In this
points deal, if you are going to win
it, you should be consistent. You
can't run fifth every time out and ex-
pect to win a championship, you
need to win races."

Richards took the lead at the
start of the main event and was
never seriously challenged for that
spot until with less than ten laps to
go when McCreadie started to
close the gap. McCreadie pulled to
within a car length before a caution
with five laps to go hurt his mo-
mentum.

On the restart Richards pulled
away from McCreadie and took the
Best Performance entry to Victory
Lane before a record-breaking
crowd of spectators.

McCreadie was pleased to re-
turn to a podium finish.

O'Neal; who started alongside
his 16-year-old son Hudson; made
a late-race charge inside the top
five to garner a third-place finish in
the Peak Antifreeze and Coolant
entry for Clint Bowyer Racing.

"We have been up and down,
but the crew has worked their tails
off, we aren't going to quit, that's for
sure. The car was good all night
and to come up through there like
we did, we have to be pleased with
that. A podium finish is great, but
we are here to win races. This
group of cars is just so tough to
beat, but we'll get there."

Completing the top ten were
Shannon Babb, Hudson O'Neal,
Gregg Satterlee, Earl Pearson Jr.,
and Billy Moyer.

Super Bowl of Racing
2018 Dates Announced

BATAVIA, OH - The Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series, in conjunc-
tion with Golden Isles Speedway,
are pleased to announce the dates
for the 2018 Super Bowl of Racing. 

The annual tradition to kick off
the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries season will take place one-
week earlier in 2018.

The Super Bowl of Racing will
begin with an open practice on
Thursday, February 1st, followed
by two action-packed nights of rac-
ing on Friday-Saturday, February
2nd-3rd.

The weekend is sure to provide
exciting, door-to-door racing action,
lap after lap, as the stars of the
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
battle a strong contingent of local
and regional standouts. The 2017
Super Bowl of Racing saw a tal-
ented field of fifty-two entries - with
Brandon Overton and Josh
Richards scoring early-season vic-
tories.

Golden Isles Speedway recently
ended their 2017 season to begin
scheduled improvements in antici-
pation of the 2018 season. The
4/10-mile oval will undergo numer-
ous improvements throughout the
off-season, including a new clay
track surface and raising the height
of the frontstretch wall.

Golden Isles Speedway is lo-
cated off Highway 82 in Way-
nesville, GA, just 12 miles west of
I-95 at Exit 29.

For tickets or more information,
visit: www.gisdirt.com or call the
track office at (916) 386-0061.
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Straight Lucas Oil Victory

Josh Richards celebrates in victory lane after winning at both
Lucas Oil Speedway and Tri-City Speedway to sweep the week-
endʼs events for the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series. (LOLMDS
photo)



RAPID CITY, SD -
Runner-up on Friday
night turned to Victory
on Saturday night as
Aaron Reutzel picked
up his fifth win of the
season with the Lucas
Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented
by the MAVTV Motor-
sports Network on
Night 2 of the 2017
Rushmore Rumble at

Black Hills Speedway.
The win also closed the point's

gap between Aaron Reutzel and
leader, Sam Hafertepe, Jr to only
38 markers.

"Tonight was a great race track.
Hat's off to the track crew. We had
multiple grooves all night and it was
a great race," said Aaron.

Two attempts at the green fol-
lowing a red for Robert DeHaan,
both shots at the start would see
Reutzel giving chase to pole sitter,
Matt Covington, who had to pedal
hard on the cushion to hold off the
charge of the Nattress Construction
No. 87.

Into traffic, the race for the top
spot heated up with the front two
trading several slide jobs. Able to
turn and burn after every attempt
by Aaron for the lead, the point fi-
nally went to Reutzel through the
first and second turns of Lap 12.

On the pass for the lead,
Reutzel stated, "You know, Matt
[Covington] took off with the lead
but I knew if I could just stay with
him until we hit lapped traffic I could
get him and he just made that one
mistake that allowed me to get by.
After that, I feel like I sailed through
traffic pretty good. I knew it was
going to take someone with a hell
of a racecar to outdo me on that
one."

Picking through slower traffic
with Covington and Sam Hafer-
tepe, Jr. in tow, all three leaders
were nearly sent pit side on Lap 15
as a trio of lapped cars tangled in
turn two. With all three headed sky-
ward, the red lights blinked on just
as Aaron found a way to thread
through the chaos. Somehow, all
drivers involved ended up staying
upright.

A pair of attempts at the restart
as Robbie Price spun in turn one,
Aaron pulled away as the race for
third moved Johnny Herrera to the
show position with Wayne Johnson
in tow. On the heels of Matt Cov-

ington for second, the race slowed
again on Lap 19 for Damon Mc-
Cune.

Advancing to second on the
restart, Herrera was again trailed
by Wayne Johnson for third but
there was no catching Aaron
Reutzel.

Running to second with an en-
gine on its 28th night, Herrera was
able to hold off Wayne Johnson
with Matt Covington fourth for the
second time in as many nights with
Blake Hahn rounding out the top-
five. Sam Hafertepe, Jr. sixth was
followed by Seth Bergman. Moving
up from 12th, Harli White was
eighth with David Hoiness ninth
from 16th. Despite the late race
spin, Robbie Price came back to
finish 10th.

With 25 drivers on hand, three
Heat Races were topped by D.J.
Brink, Wayne Johnson, and Blake
Hahn. All teams were sent to the A-
Feature so no provisional starts
were needed.

With a week off for teams to re-
group, the Lucas Oil ASCS Na-
tional Tour presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network re-
turns to action at Knoxville Race-
way on Saturday, July 29. For
continued updates on the American
Sprint Car Series visit
onto www.ascsracing.com.

Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
Grabs Win No. 10

RAPID CITY, SD - Sam Hafer-
tepe, Jr. is the first to double digit
wins with the Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network in
2017 with his 10th National Tour
victory of the year coming at the
half-mile Black Hills Speedway to
open up the 2nd annual Rushmore

Rumble.
"I tell you, we didn't really pre-

pare for what the track went to. I
missed it a little bit, and the rubber
actually saved us. If there would
have been a bigger cushion like
there was in the Heats, we were
more prepared for that but even
then, there's no excuses. We got
the win. Just had to get that wing
back a little bit to straighten her
out," said Hafertepe who picked up
his 25th career Lucas Oil ASCS
National Tour victory, and first at
Black Hills Speedway.

Taking off from the pole of Fri-
day's feature event, the Heidbreder
Foundation No. 15h was not alone
as Blake Hahn stalked the National
Tour point's leader. Finding traffic
within the first five laps, Hafertepe
was able to build a comfortable ad-
vantage, but it would quickly vanish
as traffic worked wheel to wheel.
Allowing Hahn to build momentum,
the Griffith Truck and Equipment
No. 52 shot to the lead twice
though the first and second turns,
but would not be able to hold point
over Hafertepe.

Working Lap 11, Hahn again
looked to set up the No. 15h, but a

slower car would nearly end
Blake's night as Hahn's right rear
went skyward over Clint Ander-
son's. Able to roll on, the field would
end up under red as Lany Reber
flipped hard into the fence. All driv-
ers are unharmed.

Bypassing the work area, Hahn
restarted to Sam's back bumper
with Hafertepe taking off. Into traffic
again in a matter of laps, Hahn
closed quickly but mechanical
woes would finally strike; sending
Blake into the Pits on Lap 16.
Avoiding the caution, the runner-
up spot fell into the hands of Aaron
Reutzel.

Trailing by over three seconds,
traffic again came into play as the
center line began to form. Having
to move out of the rubber to make
moves around the back markers,
Hafertepe came under fire with two
laps to go. With a massive slide job
in the third and fourth turn, Aaron
took the point. Turning the car
down the track, Sam found the grip
and with it, held the race lead by
inches.

Trying to work the No. 15h for
the last lap pass, traffic put the
wrench in Aaron's plan to win, with
the advantage Hafertepe by 1.509
seconds. Aaron Reutzel in second
was joined on the podium by Seth
Bergman. Earning the FSR Radia-
tor High Point Driver of the Night,
Matt Covington grabbed fourth and
was the final driver to lock into Sat-
urday's feature event.

Coming from eighth, Skylar Gee
filled out the top five with Harli
White crossing sixth. Robbie Price
from ninth was seventh with Wayne
Johnson eighth from 13th. Johnny
Herrera, with a brand new car, was
the night CP-Carrillo Hard Charger,
coming from 16th to ninth. Mon-
tana's David Hoiness completed
the top-ten.
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s Aaron Reutzel Runs To

Rushmore Rumble Victory
At Black Hills Speedway

Aaron Reutzel picked up win No. 5 on the season at Black Hills
Speedway with fans, crew, and sponsors in attendance to enjoy the
win. (ASCS / Phillip Clement photo)

Sam Hafertepe, Jr. picked up Lucas Oil ASCS National Tour win No.
10 on the season Friday night at Black Hills Speedway. The win is his
first at the half-mile oval. (ASCS photo)



WEEDSPORT, NY
- On a night that hon-
ored Northeast Dirt
Modifieds new hall of
famers, it was poten-
tially two-future Hall of
Famers that battled it
out for 100-laps in the
Hall of Fame 100 at
Weedsport Speedway.
Tim McCreadie and
Stewart Friesen were
the class of the field

but in the end, it was Friesen who
edged out McCreadie for his sec-
ond Super DIRTcar Series win by a
half-car length at the line and to
come home $10,000-dollars richer. 

On Monday evening, the North-
east Dirt Modified Hall of Fame in-
ducted it's 2017 class which
included active drivers, Alan John-
son and Steve Paine along with pi-
oneer Freddy Adam's. 

Fittingly on the night after being
inducted into the Hall of Fame, Alan
Johnson and Steve Paine would
roll off for the 100-lap Feature
event side-by-side in the 10th-row.
Johnson would bring home his No.
14J with a 14th-place finish while
Paine, who was in the Matt Shep-
pard No. 7x came home with a
12th-place finish. 

When the night kicked off, it was
second-place in points, Billy
Decker showing the way early by
wrapping up the Pole Position
Raceway Fast Qualifier award with
a lap of 15.348-seconds. Decker
would also go on to win his heat
race. In the other three heat races,
it was Brett Hearn, Eric Rudolph,
Larry Wight making them eligible
for the 811 Dig Safely redraw.

Both Rich Scagliotta and Max
McLaughlin drew the number 8 and
11 starting position, giving them the
opportunity to take home a little
extra cash with a win.

The 811 Dig Safely award would
not be awarded out as both drivers
finished outside of the top-10. 

Andrew Ferguson qualified for
the Hall of Fame 100 at Weedsport
Speedway by winning the Last
Chance Qualifying race giving him
the 21st-starting position in the
100-lap Feature event. 

Up front for the Hall of Fame 100
it was Tim McCreadie and Peter
Britten as the field took the green
flag. McCreadie quickly rocketed
out to the lead while Stewart
Friesen jumped around Britten for
the second spot. 

On lap 15 the race saw its first
yellow flag for the 98H of Jimmy
Phelps who tagged the front stretch
wall during a heated battle for fifth-
place along with Britten, Decker,
Wight. Phelps would head pit side
only to return. Because of tonight's
hardship and 19th-place finish,
Phelps took home the Speedy First
Aid Hard Luck Award. 

As the field got back under way,
McCreadie once again jumped out
to a lead showing the way over
Friesen. 

At the quarter-mark of the 100-
lap Feature event, from the ninth-
starting position, Lightning Larry
Wight had worked his way all the
way up into contention to fourth
place and was quickly challenging
for a spot on the podium. 

"We were pretty good on the
bottom in the beginning," said Larry
Wight who finished third in the Hall
of Fame 100.

"When the [bottom] went away
we were just too tight but we were
also too tight on the top. I kind of
had to toss the car in but we were
losing too much time getting into
the corner. It kind of sheered my
right-rear tire up and after that we
were just kind of riding."

While McCreadie was out front
of the 31-car field, the leaders had
to pick their way through lap traffic.
With three distinct grooves to do

so, it appeared as the top on the
cushion was the place to be. Mc-
Creadie seemed to have the better
car going through Turns 1 and 2,
but Friesen would pull away around
Turns 3 and 4. 

"We were pretty even, [Friesen]
would get away, I would run him
down, it was kind of like a rubber
band," added McCreadie. 

Just before the halfway mark of
the 100-lap race, another yellow
flag was displayed for a slowed No.
22 of Brandon Walters in Turn 2. 

Choosing the inside lane on the
lap 51 restart, Friesen got a run
going down the back stretch and
threw a perfectly executed slide job
on McCreadie to get by the No. 39
for the lead. 

"I just made a mistake on that
restart," said Tim McCreadie. "I
should have taken the top but I
went in there and slide for life and
that was it, I saw the 44 the rest of
the race. We were just cruising
along pretty good. I was running
along as hard as I could. I don't
know if Stewart was laying back but
I only have one gear and that's go
as hard as I can."

Friesen wouldn't be able to get
too far out front as McCreadie and
Wight were challenging for the top
spot. 

"We were just waiting for those
guys to make a mistake and hope
that we could get by [Friesen, Mc-
Creadie] but it's not something
you're going to see those two do
very often, said Larry Wight.
"[Friesen and McCreadie] have
been running up front for so many

years."
For the remaining laps of the

Hall of Fame 100 the top-three ran
within tenths of each other until a
late-race yellow flag came out for
the No. 109 of Billy Whittaker who
was unable to make it off the track. 

Setting up a green-white-
checker finish, Friesen got another
stellar restart on McCreadie. Both
the No. 44 of Friesen would run the
top-side and the No. 39 of Mc-
Creadie was running down low.
The two came off Turn 4 for the
final time side-by-side dragging
racing to the checkers, it was
Friesen who would just barely edge
out McCreadie for his second win
of the Super DIRTcar Series sea-
son. Larry Wight who won at Air-
borne Park Speedway came home
with a podium finish in third. 

"I honestly didn't know the race
way over with 'cause I was trying to
do the best I could and I thought we
just got him but then I heard the
race director came on the radio and
I said, damn it," said McCreadie.

"What a race, Timmy [Mc-
Creadie] got 10-grand from me a
couple races ago, we got 10 from
him tonight," said Stewart Friesen.
"What a great race team, pretty
top-notice. We got a racing coming
up. I've been wanting to win one at
[Weedsport Speedway] since Al
[Heinke] took over and they redid
this place. What a great facility."

The KSE Hard Charger in the
Hall of Fame 100 was Gary Tomp-
kins in the No. 84 who started in the
14th position and charged his way
up to 7th-place finish.
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Daytona
Intʼl Speedway
D A Y T O N A

BEACH, FL - It was a
unique setting, to say
the least: a group of
National Football
League players stag-
ing an impromptu
workout Tuesday
morning on the pris-
tine tri-oval grass at
Daytona International
Speedway. For a cou-
ple of hours, the
worldʼs only motor-
sports stadium had the
feel of a football sta-
dium.

Thatʼs not as surprising as some
might think. There was a time when
football was commonplace at the
“World Center of Racing.” In 1959,
the facilityʼs first year of operation,
local high school Father Lopez
played several games at DIS; in
1974-75, Bethune-Cookman Uni-
versity, also located in Daytona
Beach, played four games at the
speedway.

Participating in Tuesdayʼs exhi-
bition in front of the stadiumʼs
101,500-seat layout were NFL
placekickers Chris Boswell of the
Pittsburgh Steelers, Cairo Santos
of the Kansas City Chiefs and Uni-
versity of Florida All-American
Caleb Sturgis of the Philadelphia
Eagles; Buffalo Bills punter Austin
Rehkow; and assisting with returns
were Atlanta Falcons safety Ri-
cardo Allen and Eric Metcalf, a for-
mer NFL All-Pro running back and
returner. Allen is a graduate of Day-
tona Beach Mainland High School.

Those players are in Daytona
Beach this month for the “One On
One Kicking” camp being held at
nearby Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University. One On One Kicking of-
fers elite training programs for kick-
ers, punters and long snappers of
all ages, ranging from grade school
to high school to college to profes-
sional. In addition to the pros, camp
attendees took part in Tuesdayʼs
speedway workout.

Sturgis was surprised when told
of DISʼ football history, saying “I
wasnʼt aware of that. Thatʼs pretty
awesome. Today is just a neat ex-
perience. You can kick anywhere
but very few times in your life do
you get to experience something
like this.”

Added former University of
Idaho player Rehkov, who the Bills
signed this spring as a free agent:
“Iʼm so excited to get out here and
hit some balls; itʼs crazy to see all
these seats here.”

Allen, who went on to play at

Purdue, especially enjoyed the re-
turn trip home. The speedway is
only a half-mile away from his prep
alma mater.

“I never had tickets to the races,
so to be able to come out and field
punts and train on this field … this
is like sacred ground,” Allen said.

Indianapolis Motor Speedway
INDIANAPOLIS, IN - Break-

through singer-songwriter Carly
Pearce will perform the national an-
them before the start of the Brant-
ley Gilbert Big Machine Brickyard
400 on Sunday, July 23 at the Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway.

Fueled with passionate vocals
and effortless drive, Kentucky na-
tive Pearce is on the rise as her Big
Machine Records' debut single
"Every Little Thing" ascends at
Country radio. The feat solidifies
her as the only solo female cur-
rently ranking into the Top 20 for
airplay. Upon release, Pearce was
named a "Highway Find" with the
ballad charting at No. 1 on Sir-
iusXM's "The Highway" for three
weeks as listeners gravitated to-
ward her raw and emotional tone.
Since, she has been touted as an
Artist to Watch by Rolling Stone
Country, The Huffington Post,
Country Living, Sounds Like
Nashville, The Boot, Whiskey Riff
and One Country , in addition to
being selected as a CMT Listen Up
"17 for 2017" Artist.

"Carly Pearce is one of the most
exciting new talents in country
music, and our fans will enjoy her
rendition of 'The Star-Spangled
Banner,'" said J. Douglas Boles, In-
dianapolis Motor Speedway presi-
dent. "We want to thank Big
Machine for bringing Carly to IMS,
as her performance is another ex-
ample of how our unique partner-
ship benefits fans of music and
racing."

Persistence paid off for Pearce,
who began touring with a bluegrass

band at age 11 and by age 16 was
performing six times per day, five
days per week at Dollywood theme
park in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee.
Over the last eight years in
Nashville she has created with
songwriters and continued to hone
her craft at clubs around Nashville,
while working odd jobs to pursue
her dream.

That hard work helped Pearce
receive more than 30 invitations to
play the Grand Ole Opry and join
bills alongside Kip Moore, Eli
Young Band, Hunter Hayes and
Lucy Hale of "Pretty Little Liars." In
2016, she earned a coveted open-
ing slot on Kelsea Ballerini's THE
FIRST TIME TOUR and also cele-
brated her first Top 40 hit, "Wasn't
That Drunk," a collaboration with
Josh Abbott Band.

Working with hit producer and
songwriter busbee (Maren Morris,
Katy Perry, Keith Urban, Kelly
Clarkson), Pearce is set to release
her debut album on Big Machine
Records this fall.

The Brantley Gilbert Big Ma-
chine Brickyard 400 starts at 2:30
p.m. Sunday, July 23, featuring all
of the stars of the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series.

Visit IMS.com to purchase tick-
ets for all 2017 IMS events, includ-
ing the Brantley Gilbert Big
Machine Brickyard 400 and Lilly Di-
abetes 250 on July 21-23, and for
more information on all events.

Kansas Speedway
KANSAS CITY, KS - Grammy-

nominated and multi-platinum band
Smash Mouth, who is celebrating
the 20th anniversary of their debut
smash-hit album “Fush Yu Mang,”
will perform prior to
the Hollywood Casino
400 on Oct. 22. This
year, the band is also
releasing a new
album of all-original
material. 

The bandʼs single “Walkinʼ on
the Sun” from their first album was
an immediate international sensa-
tion, quickly shooting to #1 on the
Billboard charts. The song also
helped boost sales of “FYM” sales
to over three million copies in the
U.S. alone. To celebrate the mile-
stone year, Smash Mouth has re-
leased an acoustic version of
“FYM” in its entirety. 

In May of last year, “Playlist: The
Very Best of Smash Mouth” was re-
leased and is a composite of 12
Smash Mouth favorites chosen
from live recordings of two late-
2014 concerts.  

“Weʼre a totally different band
live,” said lead singer Steve Har-
well. “People are constantly telling
me how much more powerful our
songs are live compared to the stu-
dio versions.”

Smash Mouthʼs major-label
debut “Fush Yu Mang” went more
than double platinum and set up
what most consider their master-
piece, 1999ʼs brilliant follow-up
album “Astrolounge.” The album
produced three Top 10 hits (“All-
Star,” “Then The Morning Comes,”
and “Canʼt Get Enough of You
Baby”), and sales of the album
nearly doubled those for the debut,
approaching quadruple platinum
status.

Smash Mouthʼs third release
featured “Pacific Coast Party” and
the smash hit “Iʼm a Believer.”
Around the time of their third re-
lease, Smash Mouth crossed over
into film, providing the musical
heart of the soundtrack for “Shrek,”
and even making a cameo appear-
ance in “Rat Race.” 

In recent years, Smash Mouth
has focused on entertaining troops
all over the world, including Iraq
and Afghanistan. 

Racing returns to Kansas
Speedway this October for the Hol-
lywood Casino 400, which is an
elimination race in the playoffs on
Sunday, Oct. 22. The NASCAR
XFINITY Series Kansas Lottery
300 will again be a part of the play-
offs for the NASCAR XFINITY Se-
ries on Saturday, Oct. 21, while the
ARCA Racing Series presented by
Menards will wrap up their season
and crown a champion on Friday,
Oct. 20. Tickets are currently on
sale by calling 866.460.RACE
(7223) or online at
www.kansasspeedway.com.
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Buffalo Bills punter Austin Rehkow kicks a football in the Daytona
International Speedway infield. (Daytona International Speedway
photo)



Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON,

SC - Two legendary
NASCAR Hall of
Famers, Richard Petty
and Bill Elliott, will
pace the field for the
68th running of the
Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
Bojanglesʼ Southern
500, scheduled for
Sunday, Sept. 3 at
Darlington Raceway.

Petty will lead the
field in his 1967 Ply-
mouth, followed by El-
liott, who will serve as
the honorary pace car

driver, piloting a Ford Shelby
GT350 Mustang pace car, as the
field goes green for the iconic race.

Darlington Raceway will be hon-
oring Petty and Elliott during its
award-winning throwback weekend
as the two legends of the sport are
being recognized by the track for
two specific moments that helped
shape the history of the Lady in
Black.

Pettyʼs win in the 1967 Southern
500 turned out to be his one and
only victory in the famed Labor Day
weekend classic. Petty led an as-
tounding 345 of a possible 364 laps
in a dominant victory. Only three
other drivers led laps in the entire
race – David Pearson (12 laps),
Buddy Baker (6) and Donnie Allison
(1).

The 2017 season marks the
50th anniversary of Pettyʼs win in a
career that culminated with 200
NASCAR Cup Series victories
overall. Petty also recently cele-
brated his 80th birthday on July 2,
which was recognized with much
fanfare during the Coke Zero 400
race weekend at Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway.

“The 1967 Southern 500 was a
great win. To be able to win at Dar-
lington, especially in those days,
was really special. The Southern
500 was, and still is, one of the
great races in our sport,” Petty said.

With Darlington celebrating the
1985-89 era of the sport for its
throwback weekend, one of
NASCARʼs most memorable mo-
ments came in the 1985 Southern
500, when Elliott won the Winston
Million. Elliott had already won the
Daytona 500 and Winston 500 at
Talladega Superspeedway earlier
in the year, but following an 18th
place showing at the Coca-Cola
600 in Charlotte, Elliott needed a
win at Darlington to secure the $1
million prize.

On Sept. 1, 1985, after taking
the pole for the Southern 500, El-

liott managed to pass race leader
Cale Yarborough with just over 40
laps to go and never relinquished
the lead, fighting off Yarborough
and Dale Earnhardt for the win. El-
liottʼs victory earned him a special
place in NASCAR history and the
title “Million Dollar Bill” from that
day forward.

“What a day, what a day!” Elliott
said during the winnerʼs interview.
“Thank the good Lord for looking
out for me today. We didnʼt outrun
ʻem, we outlasted ʻem.”

“Weʼre honored to have two of
NASCARʼs greatest legends,
Richard Petty and Bill Elliott, pace
the field for the 68th running of the
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500,” Darling-
ton Raceway President Kerry
Tharp said. “Their accomplish-
ments in our sport and at Darling-
ton will be celebrated during our
throwback weekend and we are ex-
cited that our fans will have the op-
portunity to see these two
NASCAR heroes lead the field to
green.”

Petty was part of the inaugural
class of inductees into the
NASCAR Hall of Fame in 2010. El-
liott was inducted into the NHOF in
2015.

Darlington Racewayʼs award-
winning throwback campaign is
now The Official Throwback Week-
end of NASCAR featuring the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500® on Sun-
day, Sept. 3, 2017. The NASCAR
XFINITY Series Sport Clips Hair-
cuts VFW 200 will race on Satur-
day, Sept. 2, 2017. Tickets are on
sale now by calling 866-459-7223
or visiting DarlingtonRaceway.com.

You can keep up with all of the
latest news from Darlington Race-
way at DarlingtonRaceway.com, on
Facebook at Facebook.com/Dar-
lingtonRaceway and on Twitter at
Twitter.com/TooToughToTame.
Fans are encouraged to post their
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500 stories
and memories at #TraditionContin-

ues, #BojanglesSo500 and #Sport-
Clips200.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Austin Dillon

wasnʼt the only big winner when he
took the checkered flag in the
Coca-Cola 600 on May 28 at Char-
lotte Motor Speedway. Dillon – a
Coca-Cola Racing Family driver –
also made a dream come true for
Cam Oswald, a farmer from Co-
lumbia, South Carolina.

As part of the 2017 Coca-Cola
600 Sweepstakes, Oswald texted
“ICECOLD” to 26739 and after Dil-
lon took the checkered flag, Os-
wald won a $250,000 check –
which Dillon and Coca-Cola Con-
solidated officials presented to her
on Wednesday at the speedway.

"I've never won someone a sum
of money like that," said Dillon, the
driver of the No. 3 Richard Chil-
dress Racing Chevrolet SS. "To do
it for someone who wants to buy a
Chevy truck, that's pretty cool."

In addition to the biggest prize
sheʼs ever won, Oswald got a ride-
along with Dillon in a Chevrolet Ca-
maro and Dillon-signed
memorabilia.

TICKETS: Fans can buy tickets
to the Oct. 8 Bank of America 500
or the 2018 Coca-Cola 600 by call-
ing 1-800-455-FANS (3267) or vis-
iting www.charlottemotorspeedway.
com /tickets/.

Michigan Intʼl
Speedway

BROOKLYN, MI - Jimmie John-
son, driver of the No.
48 Chevy SS for
Hendrick Motor-
sports toured the city
of Detroit on a bike to
promote the upcom-
ing Pure Michigan
400 on August 13 at
Michigan Interna-
tional Speedway. 

The avid bicyclist
always likes to ex-

plore the areas around all the track
he competes at every week. And it
is no different around Michigan In-
ternational Speedway. Johnson
often times can be seen out on his
bike around any of the many lakes. 

But on Thursday, Johnson
joined nearly 100 of his closest
friends on a 5.34 mile bike ride
through the city of Detroit. 

“Riding a bike through down-
town Detroit, seeing the GM build-
ing, be over on the river, seeing so
many people smiling and riding
bikes, what a fun way to spend an
afternoon,” Johnson said.

The tour started in Corktown and
continued to Downtown Detroit
where Johnson was greeted by ap-
plause. As all the bikers continued
towards the riverfront the excite-
ment grew as the famed Joe Louis
Arena came into view. After a brief
stop in Hart Plaza for a photo with
the Michigan Heritage, the group
got back on their bikes to head
back to Corktown. 

Johnson is looking forward to
get back to Michigan in August for
the Pure Michigan 400. He has
found the area to be so peaceful
and has even discovered a few hid-
den gems he wants to visit. 

Johnson started his day at the
Michigan State Police – Metro
South Post to help celebrate the
100th anniversary of the force. He
even got to play with some of the
tactical devices from the Bomb
Squad, the Canine Unit, Emer-
gency Support Team and the Motor
Unit. 

The seven-time champion made
sure to visit with the kids of the De-
troit Police Athletic League. He
shared his knowledge of not only
racing, but also of fitness and
proper eating habits with the future
athletes. As part of the visit, MIS
Cares donated $1,000 to the De-
troit PAL.

Fans can meet Johnson at
Michigan International Speedway
before the Pure Michigan 400 on
August 13.

Tickets for a Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race start at
$35. Call 800-354-1010 or visit
www.mispeedway.com to purchase
today.

Darlington Raceway will be celebrating Pettyʼs 50th anniversary of his
one and only Southern 500 win (1967) and Elliottʼs Winston Million vic-
tory (1985).
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Bowman Gray
Stadium

W I N S T O N -
SALEM, NC - Burt
Myers took a little luck
and turned it into a vic-
tory in Saturdayʼs
OʼReilly Auto Parts
100 at Bowman Gray
Stadium. Of course,
the decades of experi-
ence his family has
racing at the Mad-
house allowed him to
capitalize on it all.

With Saturdayʼs
lineup for the Bradʼs
Golf Cars Modified Se-

ries being determined by random
draw, Burt Myers of Walnut Cove
couldʼve started anywhere in the
field from first to 20th. But in a
stroke of good luck, he drew the
pole as his start. Brandon Ward of
Winston-Salem drew second to
start on Myersʼs outside.

Myers held on to lead the entire
way, fending off Ward for a total of
seven double-file restarts after cau-
tions. “Brandon kept me on my
toes. He ran me hard all night,” said
Myers. “Where he would worry me
was when I could get away, and I
was sitting there running my pace.
He was still there. I knew how good
my car was and he was still there –
which means his car was pretty
good too.”

“Typically in my career Iʼve been
the type where I try to save as
much as I can. You never know if
youʼre going to get in a last lap
restart or something where you
donʼt want to use up too much. But
he was right there,” said Myers.
“Heʼs got a great car and a great
team. Youʼre never comfortable
until you can come under that
checkered flag first and you can
breathe a sigh of relief.”

Myers credited the victory to
hard work, a good car, and the ex-
perience that comes with decades
of turning laps at Bowman Gray
Stadium. After all, with storms rav-
aging the area but leaving the Sta-
dium untouched, track conditions
were hard to guess at. “We came
over this morning and practiced a
little bit. We made some tweaks.
We came back this afternoon and
put some of them back,” said
Myers. “A lot of it is years of expe-
rience: knowing what to expect,
knowing how the track is in the af-
ternoon and howʼs that going to af-
fect it during the race that night.”

“We hit the adjustment just right
before the race. And if you had
stopped time and said we could
work on the car, I wouldʼve left it

alone. It was that good,” said
Myers.

Brandon Ward finished second,
with Danny Bohn of Huntersville
finishing third.
In the Texas Steak & Tap House
Sportsman Series, John Holleman
of Winston-Salem bumped Zack
Clifton of Walkertown out of the
way to take the checkered in the
first 20-lapper. But the Madhouse
Scramble sent some good luck
Cliftonʼs way, placing him on the
pole for the start of the second
race.

Clifton went on to cross the fin-
ish line first, while John Holleman
climbed up from eighth to finish on
his bumper. However, Clifton was
disqualified after post-race techni-
cal inspection, awarding the victory
to Holleman. He pulls off the rare
accomplishment of winning both
races in Saturdayʼs double-header.

Brian Wall of Winston-Salem
banged fenders with Donnie Martin
of Winston-Salem as they battled
for the lead in the 20-lapper for the
Q104.1 New Country Street Stock
Series. Wall emerged victorious
and took the checkered.

In the Law Offices of John Bar-
row Stadium Stock Series, Wesley
Thompson of Advance and Zack
Staley of Lexington each brought
home a victory trophy.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - Former

NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries National Champion and South
Boston Speedway NASCAR Track
Champion Peyton Sellers and
Bobby McCarty each picked up a
win Saturday night in the twin 75-

lap NASCAR Whelen All American
Series Late Model Stock Car Divi-
sion races that headlined Saturday
nightʼs Southern Virginia Higher
Education Center NASCAR Late
Model Twin 75s racing program at
South Boston Speedway.

The wins give both Sellers and
McCarty three wins this season at
the .4-mile oval.

Sellers, of Danville, Virginia,
started on the pole in the opening
race and had to fend off bids by
McCarty and Austin Thaxton of
South Boston, Va. 

Thaxton wrestled the lead away
from Sellers right after the restart
that followed the raceʼs second
caution period, and held it for six
laps before Sellers could regain the
top spot for good on lap 31.

McCarty made a run at Sellers
on the raceʼs final restart with 10
laps to go, but Sellers managed to
surge into the lead and speed
across the finish line .460-second
ahead of McCarty to take the win.

Thaxton finished third with
Danny Willis Jr. of South Boston,
Virginia and Brandon Pierce of Oak
Ridge, North Carolina rounding out
the top five finishers.

After having drawn the eighth
starting spot for the inverted start
for the nightʼs second 75-lap race,
Sellers elected to start at the rear
of the field and attempt to earn
bonus passing points.

McCarty, who started seventh,
sped past Eric Winslow to take the
lead on the 15th lap. Sellers quickly
got through traffic and moved into
second place on the 18th circuit.
From there, it became a matter of
whether or not Sellers had enough

left to make a run at McCarty.
A caution flag on lap 45 put Mc-

Carty and Sellers side-by-side on
the front row for what would be the
final restart of the race. McCarty
got a good start and surged ahead
of Sellers on the restart, and with
no more caution periods to slow the
action, McCarty sped to a 1.1-sec-
ond win over Sellers with Thaxton
again finishing third. Thomas Scott
of Mebane, North Carolina and Stu-
art Crews of Long Island, Virginia
rounded out the top five finishers in
the nightcap. 

Jones Sweeps Limited Sports-
man Twinbill: Mike Jones of South
Boston, Virginia was the big winner
in the Limited Sportsman Division
with a sweep of the nightʼs pair of
25-lap NASCAR Limited Sports-
man Division races.

The wins were Jonesʼ first wins
of the season, and winning the pole
position in qualifying gave Jones a
total sweep for the night.

Jones took the lead at the outset
of the first 25-lap race and sped to
a 2.713-second win over Colin Gar-
rett of South Boston, Virginia. Chris
Elliott of Bullock, North Carolina,
Barry Beggarly Jr. of Providence,
North Carolina and Daniel Moss of
Danville, Virginia rounded out the
top five finishers.

With an inverted start for the
second race among the top four fin-
ishers of the first race, Jones
started fourth and needed 17 laps
to work his way up to second place.
A caution period put race leader El-
liott and Jones side-by-side on the
front row for a restart with six laps
to go.

Jones got the edge on the
restart and Moss, who restarted
third, got past Elliott in the closing
laps. At the finish, Jones crossed
the finish line .806-second ahead of
Moss with Elliott finishing third.
David Latour Jr. of Clemmons,
North Carolina and Garrett rounded
out the top five finishers.

Layne Wins Pure Stock Race:
Defending South Boston Speed-
way Budweiser Pure Stock Division
Champion Johnny Layne of
Nathalie, Virginia picked up his first
win of the season in Saturday
nightʼs 30-lap Budweiser Pure
Stock Division race.

Layne took the lead from Jared
Milam of Danville, Virginia with
eight laps to go and sped to a .635-
second win over Trey Crews of Hal-
ifax, Virginia. Randy Hupp of
Halifax, Virginia, Matt Epps of Hal-
ifax, Virginia and Quincy Adkins of
Danville, Virginia rounded out the
top five finishers.

There were two lead changes
(Continued on next page…)
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After winning the first Sportsman race, John Holleman receives
his victory trophy in Winnerʼs Circle. He would end up winning the
second race as well. (ERIC HYLTON PHOTOGRAPHY)
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among three drivers.
Mills Scores Win

In Hornets Division
Race: Defending
South Boston Speed-
way Budweiser Hor-
nets Division
Champion Kenny
Mills, Jr. of Alton, Vir-
ginia bolted from his
third starting spot into
the lead on the first lap
and led the entire dis-
tance to win Saturday
nightʼs 15-lap Bud-
weiser Hornets Divi-
sion race.

The win was Millsʼ first victory of
the season.

Kevin Currin of Chase City, Vir-
ginia finished second, with Michael
Farmer of Halifax, Virginia, Drew
Dawson of Nathalie, Virginia and
Jared Dawson of Nathalie rounding
out the top five finishers.

Next Race At South Boston
Speedway: NASCAR racing action
returns to South Boston Speedway
on Saturday night, July 29 with the
NASCAR Late Model 100 racing
program.

The action starts at 7 p.m., with
the six-race card being highlighted
by a 100-lap race for the NASCAR
Whelen All American Series Late
Model Stock Car Division. Com-
petitors in the Limited Sportsman
Division and the Budweiser Pure
Stock Division will square off in twin
races, with twin 25-lap races set for
the Limited Sportsman Division and
twin 15-lap races set for the Bud-
weiser Pure Stock Division. Drivers
in the Budweiser Hornets Division
will square off in a 15-lap race.

Registration and pit gates open
at 2:30 p.m., and practice runs from
4 p.m. until 5 p.m. Grandstand
gates will open at 5:30 p.m. and
qualifying starts at 6 p.m. The first
race gets the green flag at 7 p.m.

Admission is $10 for adults and
$5 for youth ages 7-12. Kids ages
six and under are admitted free
with a paid adult. 

For additional information about
the NASCAR Late Model 100 rac-
ing program or any other events at
South Boston Speedway, please
visit the speedwayʼs website at
www.southbostonspeedway.com or
telephone the speedway at 434-
572-4947 or 1-877-440-1540.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - While Jeff

Kaup continued his winning ways
at Dodge City Raceway Park on
Saturday night, the other four
Lewis Automotive Night winners

atop the 3/8-mile clay oval each
earned their first DCRP wins of the
year as Taylor Velasquez, Kale
Beavers, Tyler Tipton and Brett
Copeland reached victory lane.

Defending track champ Ve-
lasquez scored his first Precise
Racing Products DCRP Sprint Car
win of the year, Beavers bagged
his first career DCRP win in IMCA
Modifieds, Tipton stopped Angel
Munoz in the IMCA Stock Car
ranks and Copeland ended a vic-
tory drought by taking IMCA Hobby
Stock honors while Kaup landed
his fourth IMCA Sport Modified win
of the season in five tries.

In the DCRP Sprint Car feature,
Turpin, Oklahomaʼs Velasquez
gunned into the lead at the outset
and led a three-car breakaway
along with Tyler Knight and Luke
Cranston en route to his first win of
the year aboard the Fronk Oil
Co./Bearcat Well Service No. 21x
Maxim.

“Weʼve had some tough luck and
let some get away this year, itʼs
good to finally get a win,” Ve-
lasquez said in victory lane.

Knight chased Velasquez early
in the going before Cranston bat-
tled past to take second on the fifth
round.  Cranston kept Velasquez
within striking distance for half the
race before Velasquez gradually
slipped away to a half straightaway
lead by the time the checkered flag
flew.  Cranston and Knight filled out
the podium with Kris Moore and
Brandy Jones also in the top five.

Piercevilleʼs Kale Beavers broke
through to take his first 20-lap
IMCA Modified feature win after
taking command by the midway
point.
After starting fifth, Beavers chased
down early pacesetter Trent Gray
for the point on the ninth round and
then held off a closing Jesse

Richter in the closing circuits to se-
cure the win.

Richter, who raced into second
on the 12th round, chased Beavers
to the stripe with Kevin Gray racing
into the show position.  Trent Gray
was fourth with Randy Wilson
rounding out the top five.

Woodward, Oklahomaʼs Jeff
Kaup ranked as the only repeat
winner of the night by snaring his
fourth IMCA Sport Modified win of
the season with a late move into
the lead.

While Kaup worked forward from
ninth, Toby Witthuhn jumped into
the lead from the pole position and
checked out from the field in the
early rounds.  Kaup needed just six
circuits to work his way up to sec-
ond and then began chipping away
at Witthuhnʼs advantage.

Kaup reached Witthuhn with a
handful of rounds remaining in the
20-lapper and then battled into the
lead on the 17th circuit, moments
before the lone caution of the race.
Kaup took off on the restart to pre-
serve the win with Kevin Tabor slip-
ping under Witthuhn on the restart
to snare second.  Brian May moved
into third with Witthuhn and Joey
Maupin rounding out the top five.

In the IMCA Stock Car ranks,
Weskanʼs Tyler Tipton cooled off
Angel Munozʼ hot hand by rallying
into the lead on the tenth round en
route to his first DCRP victory since
the 2016 season opener.

With Tipton gridding the field
ninth, Munoz needed just three
laps to race through the field from
eighth and take the lead away from
Ondre Rexford.  Rexford kept the
heat on Munoz for several laps be-
fore Tipton worked by for second
on the eighth round.

Just two circuits later, Tipton
reeled Munoz in and battled past
for the lead.  Tipton sailed on to the

stripe from there ahead of Munoz,
Rexford, Travis Baird and Shannon
Maughlin.

Rounding out the night of four
first-time DCRP winners on the
season, Fowlerʼs Brett Copeland
broke into the early IMCA Hobby
Stock feature lead and then fought
off some top contenders to snap a
DCRP victory drought numbering a
handful of years or so.

Copeland rallied past Chad Kel-
ley on the second round and set
sail until Matt OʼHair worked his
way into second on the fifth round
of the 15-lapper.  OʼHair closed the
gap and was challenging for the
point with Copeland surviving some
contact that set up a two-lap dash
to the stripe as OʼHair restarted at
the tail.

Reagan Sellard and Duane
Wahrman both tried to battle past
Copeland in the final pair of laps,
but to no avail as Copeland held on
for the win ahead of Wahrman and
Sellard with Tyler Walker and Kel-
ley rounding out the top five.

Action resumes at Dodge City
Raceway Park on Friday night, July
29, with Driver Appreciation Night
featuring the Precise Racing Prod-
ucts DCRP Sprint Cars, IMCA Mod-
ifieds, IMCA Sport Modifieds, IMCA
Stock Cars and IMCA Hobby
Stocks.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - The ninth

annual Jeffʼs Auto Body & Recy-
cling Center Driver & Fan Appreci-
ation Night Saturday at Selinsgrove
Speedway offered plenty of give-
aways for race fans, FREE child
and student general admission plus
bonus money for the top three fin-
ishers in the 360 sprint cars, late
models, pro stocks, and roadrun-
ners. 

The special night did not disap-
point. A large crowd witnessed
some of the best racing of the sea-
son on a great racing surface that
produced plenty of wheel-to-wheel
racing and a new 25-lap track
record by Hayes Mattern of
Beavertown in the super late model
main event. 

In the thrilling 360 sprint car
main event, Adam Carberry was
trading slidejobs in lap traffic with
Mark Smith with Eric Tomecek lurk-
ing in the wings. Young Carberry
had just secured the top spot with
four to go from Smith off turn two
when his car made hard contact
with the outside wall ending his bid
for his first Selinsgrove Speedway
win. 

Smith, who started tenth, timed
his restart perfect to break away

(Continued on next page…)
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Taylor Velasquez (center) celebrates his first win of the season in
the Sprint Car Feature. (DCRP photo)
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from Tomecek on his
was to his third win of
the season. Tomecek
was second followed
by point leader Davie
Franek who started
12th on the racy half-
mile surface. 

Chad Layton
earned a hard fought
fourth place run after
being involved in an
early race accident.
Nate Snyder came
from 18th to finish fifth.
Kevin Nouse was sixth
across the line fol-

lowed by Larry Kelleher, Ryan Hig-
gins, Nyle Berkes, and Ryan
Kissinger. 

Brett Michalski, Adam Carberry,
and Eric Tomecek won Sprint Car
heat races. 

In your best Tom Carnegie
voice, "It's a new track record!" for
Hayes Mattern in the Jeff's Auto
body Super Late Models. It was
Kenny Trevitz out front for the first
half of the feature before Mattern
moved to the lead on lap 11. Mat-
tern had to maneuver through lap
traffic while Trevitz and Jeff Rine
dueled for the second spot. Rine
soon secured the second spot and
began to catch Mattern for the lead. 

Mattern kept the advantage over
one second for the remainder of
the event on his way to his third win
of the season in the Late Models.
Rine was second followed by Tre-
vitz, 11th starting Gene Knaub, and
Bryan Bernheisel. 

Steve Campbell, Tony Adams,
Donnie Schick, Dave Stamm, and
Meade Hahn were the top ten fin-
ishers. 

Late Model heat races were won
by Kenny Trevitz and Steve Camp-
bell. 

Kurt Wray broke away from a six
car, race long battle for the second
spot. Wray went unchallenged for
much of the A&A Auto Stores Pro
Stock feature. Curtis Lawton held
second for a majority of the race
before Dustin Snook snuck by.
Snook started in 16th. 

Tommy Slanker moved into third
when Curtis Lawton and Shaun
Lawton both made contact with the
outside wall on the final laps of the
race. AJ Hoffman was also able to
get by for fourth. 

After post race inspection was
complete Wray's car was deemed
illegal and Snook was awarded the
victory. It was his first in the Pro
Stock class. 

Slanker was second followed by
Hoffman, Shaun Lawton, and Cur-

tis Lawton. Peanut Heintzelman fin-
ished in sixth. Seventh through
tenth spots went too Bill Conrad,
John Troxell, Wayne Shaffer, and
Jake Buck. 

Pro Stock heat winners were
Shaun Lawton and Kyle Bachman. 

Bob Bussey led the whole race
for the Roadrunners on Saturday
night on his way to his third win of
the season. Bussey held off point
leader Will Brunson just past half
way. Bussey's win came over Ken
Scheffler, Smith Cope, Tom Under-
wood, and Kyle Kissinger. 

Will Brunson and Keith Bissinger
took checkered flags in Roadrun-
ner heats. 

Next Saturday night the 360
Sprints will be joined by the Pro
Stocks, Roadrunners, and the
Moonshine Camo Route 35 Chal-
lenge Series for the Super Late
Models. It is also Sunbury Eagle
Club night. Racing begins at 7:30.

Volunteer Speedway
BULLS GAP, TN - The largest

weekly crowd of the season Satur-
day at Volunteer Speedway was
entertained with an exciting five di-
vision racing program and a total of
seven action-packed feature
events.

Trevor Sise of Knoxville and
Chase King of Seymour each cap-
tured Steel Head Late Model victo-
ries, while Ross White of Knoxville
recorded the Crate Late Model win.

Zach Sise of Knoxville captured
the Sportsman Late Model win,
with Chris Rickett of Morristown
getting the Modified Street victory.
Will Carey of Knoxville and Richie
Overholser of Corryton each
recorded Classic wins.

The top three in Steel Head Late
Model qualifying were very close,
with Chase King timing-in fastest at
13.939 seconds and Trevor Sise
barely behind at 13.959, followed
by Austin Neely at 13.967.

King and Sise led the 21-car
field to green from the front row for
the 30-lap main event, with Sise
powering out to the lead over King
and Cory Hedgecock. Over the
opening laps the action was exhila-
rating on the high banks with sev-
eral competitors fighting for position
behind the lead trio including Neely,
Jason Cardwell, Layne Clifton,
Bobby Mays, Ryan King, Josh
Henry, Eddie King Jr., Drew
Kennedy, Dakotah Knuckles, Gary
Crittenden and Greg Estes.

With the race running clean-and-
green, Sise was in command out
front holding comfortable advan-
tage over King and Hedgecock,
who were battling lap-after-lap for
second place. Hedgecock would

stick his nose underneath King rac-
ing up off the corners, but on each
occasion King held Hedgecock off
to maintain the position. 

The eventʼs first caution waved
on lap 25 when Kennedy suddenly
slowed on the backstretch, and off
the ensuing restart only one circuit
back under green the yellow flag
waved again when Ryan King
spun.

Would Chase King or Hedge-
cock be able to overtake leader
Sise in a four-lap shootout for the
victory? With the green flag waving
Sise rocketed down the front
straightaway and would not be de-
nied his first win of the season over
Chase King, Hedgecock, Cardwell
and Clifton.

Completing the top 10 finishers
were Mays, Neely, Henry, Knuckles
and Crittenden.

In the second Steel Head Late
Model feature (makeup from
rained-out race back on June 23)
King launched into the lead at start
over Cardwell and Henry. With King
setting a blistering pace over the
first half of the race he held a com-
fortable advantage over Cardwell,
but the distance began to shrink
with 10 laps remaining as Cardwell
closed right in behind King. But
King held his ground en route to
capturing his second win of the
season in a close finish over Card-
well, Henry, Crittenden and Mays.

Ross White jumped out to lead
over Cory Hedgecock, Tim Byrd,
Tim Maupin and Philip Thompson
at start of the 30-lap Crate Late
Model feature. While White was
flexing his muscle out front, behind
him Hedgecock and Byrd were bat-
tling for the second spot. 

Behind White, Hedgecock and
Byrd, the racing action was intense
with a tight pack jockeying for real
estate around the high banks in-
volving Maupin, Thompson, Gary

Crittenden, Josh Henry, Pierce Mc-
Carter, Jordon Horton, Jason Tram-
mell, Adam Tolliver and Bryson
Dennis. Maupin and Thompson
began to fade, slipping back sev-
eral positions as the race reached
the halfway distance.

With five laps remaining, Hedge-
cock closed to the back spoiler of
leader White. But White never
missed a beat and went on to pick
up his third win of the season over
Hedgecock, Byrd, Crittenden and
Henry.

Zach Sise set fast-time at
14.336 seconds in qualifying to
earn the pole starting position for
the 20-lap Sportsman Late Model
feature. The 17-year-old Sise
grabbed the lead on opening lap
over Chris Coffey, Heath Alvey,
Tyler Smith and Aaron Guinn. Cau-
tion waved on lap 7 when Bubba
Long spun in turn three at the back
pit gate. 

Off the double-file restart Sise
was showing the way out front over
Coffey and Alvey while Guinn,
Jonathan Miracle and Rex Coffey
all got past Smith shuffling him
back to seventh in the running
order. Guinn passed Alvey for third
on lap 10 racing off the fourth turn
and quickly closed right in on Chris
Coffey to challenge for second
place. 

While Chris Coffey and Guinn
raced side-by-side down the
stretch battling for the position,
Sise rolled to a convincing flag-to-
flag victory over Chris Coffey,
Guinn, Alvey and Rex Coffey.

Chris Rickett jumped out to lead
over Wayne Rader, Michael
Woods, Austin Atkins and Robbie
Buchanan at start of the 20-lap
Modified Street feature. Atkins
passed Woods to move into third
place as they raced off the fourth
turn on lap 4, and closed in behind

(Continued on next page…)
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Trevor Sise of Knoxville led flag-to-flag in winning his first Steel
Head Late Model feature of the season Saturday at Volunteer
Speedway. (TODD REINERIO photo)
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Rader to pressure him
for second. 

With leader Rick-
ett, Rader and Atkins
working slower traffic
on lap 14 racing up off
(turn) two, Atkins
pulled alongside
Rader racing down the
backstretch into the
third turn where he
pulled off pass for the
second spot. Rickett
held Atkins off for his
fifth win of the season,
with Rader, Woods
and Buchanan round-

ing out the top five finishers.
A strong 15-car field of Classic

cars took the green flag for their 20-
lap feature, with Will Carey taking
the lead on at the start over Richie
Overholser and Tom Juhl. Behind
them Hayston Collett, Scott Lacey,
Tony Trent, Tim Stevens, Luke Ellis
and Chad Manning were battling
for position. 

Overholser looked to inside of
Carey repeatedly lap-after-lap try-
ing to make pass for lead, but
Carey held the advances off en
route to capturing his first-ever vic-
tory. Carey was chased to the
checkered flag by Overholser, Juhl,
Trent and Lacey.

In the second feature for the
Classic division, Overholser
recorded his fourth win of the sea-
son over Manning, Trent, Carey
and Jason Hartsock.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - Jared

Umbenhauer, Doug Manmiller,
Chuck Schutz and Dylan Swinehart
were in the limelight in their re-
spective divisions in Saturday
nightʼs A.D. Moyer Lumber Co.
NASCAR stock car racing action at
Grandview Speedway.

Umbenhauer, shut out of the
winnerʼs circle since his rookie win
September 5, 2015, has been
close on various occasions to claim
a victory; but was always ham-
pered with some kind of problem.
Things turned around for the Rich-
land Rocket when he overtook
Kenny Gilmore on the 24th lap of
the T.P. Trailers 358 NASCAR Mod-
ified 30-lap feature that was post-
poned by rain on June 24 to claim
his first win of the season to be-
come the tenth different winner.

Manmiller became the first re-
peat Modified feature winner in the
A.D. Moyer sponsored portion of
the show after a hard-fought battle
with Brett Kressley and Mike Gular
that went down to the wire.

The BRC NASCAR Late Model
20-lap feature wasnʼt decided until
the wave of the checkered. Bryon
Sipe led from the start until the 18th
lap when Chuck Schutz got by him,
Sipe regained it the next lap, but in
a drag-out down-to-the line dual off
the final corner, it was Schutz
chalking up his third win of the sea-
son. Sipe displayed sportsmanship
by congratulating Schutz.

In NASCAR Sportsman action
the 25-lap feature was up for grabs
between Swinehart, Brad Arnold
and Joe Funk III. Swinehart, who
was sidelined the previous week
due to engine problems, was back
in top form and prevailed the victor
for his second triumph of the cur-
rent campaign.

All feature winners received
monetary awards from T.P. Trailers
and also product certificates from
VP Racing Fuels providing they
met the necessary requirements.

On the restart of the rained-out
Modified feature Gilmore grabbed
the early lead trailed by Steve
Swinehart, Kyle Weiss, John Will-
man and Duane Howard, before
Howard dropped out with mechan-
ical problems.

Weiss took over second on lap
six to put his bids in for the lead.

A second turn spin by Kyle Bor-
ror brought out the 12th lap cau-
tion. The restart was void after Clay
Butler and Mark Kratz tangled in
turns one and two. Gilmore main-
tained the pace, but now Umben-
hauer was second trying to
outmaneuver Gilmore.

Gilmore stuck to the inside trek
while Umbenhauer ran the high line
as the laps wound down.

The lead changed for the final
time on the 24th lap when Umben-
hauer switched lanes as he experi-
enced trouble with the right front
when he ran the outside and made
the move stick.

Umbenhauer never surrendered
first to capture the win. Chasing
him across was Gilmore, who
never gave Umbenhauer a chance
to slip-up; Manmiller, Weiss and
Jeff Strunk.

Once that portion was com-
pleted qualifying events were run
with Howard, Harris and Gilmore
winning the events. The consi went
to Brian Krummel.

Brian Houseknecht was the
early leader in the second feature
that was red-flagged when Kevin
Hirthler somehow was on top of the
third turn boilerplate. He injured his
elbow and the car was done for the
night. Houseknecht was still first
when action resumed while Espos-
ito, Brett Kressley, John Willman
and Frank Cozze tussled for posi-

tions.
The yellow was out on lap nine

after Willman and Howard made
contact off turn four and until things
cleared Colt Harris hit the second
turn wall and was out of contention.
Behind Houseknecht on this restart
was Kressley and he was trying
feverishly to pass him.

While running third and fourth in
the thick of the battle, Cozze and
Gular made contact and Cozze
spun in the third turn for the 13th
lap caution. This restart saw the
front three get together and kept
going, but veteran campaigner
“The Handler” Manmiller took ad-
vantage of this incident to put the
Jason Miller-owned No. 44M at the
front of the pack.

Manmiller ran the bottom while
Kressley gained ground on the out-
side to pressure him. Behind Man-
miller and Kressley, the battle
brewed between Gular, Howard
and Strunk.

Manmiller never looked back
and was in victory lane for his 26th
career win followed by Kressley,
Gular, Howard and Strunk.

Sipe charged into the early led
of the Late Model feature pres-
sured by Danny Snyder, Blaine
Emery, Steve Todorow and Wayne
Pfeil.

Sipe on the outside and Snyder
down low were side-by-side for the
lead and numerous times Snyder
pulled even with Sipe, but each
time Sipe emerged the leader.

Snyderʼs bad luck continued
when he slowed with a right flat
rear tire for the final yellow on the
15th lap. Sipe was able to keep
Schutz behind when action went
green again, but he had his work
cut out.

Schutz passed Sipe with two to
go, but Sipe was back in front the
next lap.

Coming off the final turn and the
checkered in sight, Schutz gave it
one last try and was successful in
his efforts as he picked up the win
with Sipe a very close second fol-
lowed by Emery, Todorow and
Pfeil.

The Sportsman feature was Joe
Funk III taking the early lead at the
onset.

John McGovern, while running
second, spun between the third
and fourth turn for the second lap
yellow. On the restart Swinehart
charged to the outside to become
the new leader with Funk III giving
him no margin to error.

It didnʼt take long for a three-way
battle to develop between Swine-
hart, Funk III and Brad Arnold.
Right behind were Mike Lisowski
and Craig Whitmoyer waiting for an

opportunity for advancementʼ
Ryan and Kyle Lilick spun in turn

four on the 13th lap. Jim Housworth
was sent to the rear for starting the
mishap along with the involved Lil-
ickʼs. The single-file restart was
brought back to the line after Kyle
Lilick spun Housworth. As a result
of his actions, Lilick was sent pit
side out of competition. Swinehart
was still number one on the restart
while Funk III and Arnold dueled for
second.

Arnold took over the runner-up
spot on the 21st lap and if he in-
tended to pass Swinehart, he was
going to have to take the long way
around because Swinehart
switched to the inside.

Swinehart hung on for his third
career win which he thanked his
skeleton crew since some were
missing and also Bob Sheidy for
his long hours in the machine shop.
Capturing his season best finish
was Arnold followed by Funk III,
Lisowski and Ryan Beltz.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

The scheduled Girls Night Out
Event, has been canceled due to
current and forecasted weather
conditions.  

The Senior Outlaw exhibition
race has been rescheduled for Au-
gust 11th, Girls Night Out and the
Intrepid Fallen Hero Fund Track
Walk Friday, August 18th, and the
Junior Outlaw exhibition race will
be held Friday, August 25th. An ad-
ditional Friday night event will be
added to the back-end of the sea-
son, Friday September 22nd, in an
attempt to make up one of the pre-
viously rained out events. 

“Rain has got us again this
week,” explained Stafford General
Manager Mark Arute. “We will be
adding a Friday night on the back-
end of the season, Friday Septem-
ber 22nd, to make up at least one
of these rainouts.  Weʼre back
again next Friday with the Lincoln
Tech Modified Touring Series 100,
hopefully the weather cooperates.” 

Racing is back next Friday night
when the Lincoln Tech Modified
Touring Series returns for 100
laps.  Last time at Stafford John
McKennedy battled with Ryan
Preece to take down the inaugural
Stafford MTS event, both are back
for the Friday, July 21st 100 lapper.
Current entry list for the MTS 100
is now available at StaffordSpeed-
way.com. 

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Sh
or
Tr
ac
k



Hickory Motor
Speedway

After two weeks
off and a Saturday
evening postpone-
ment the NASCAR
Whelen All-American
Series returned to ac-
tion Sunday with K&N
Engineering Day at the
Races presented by
Catawba Science
Center. 

Leading off the af-
ternoon would be the
NASCAR Whelen All
American Series Bo-
jangles Late Models

and the first of their Twin 40 lap fea-
tures. Pole sitter Ryan Millington in
the #76 would lead the field to the
green flag but the #9 of Charlie
Watson would use the high groove
to take the early lead. Watson
would hold the top spot until the
#57 of Justin Carroll would move
past for the lead. Carroll would hold
on for the win with Watson in sec-
ond and Millington finishing 3rd.
Dirt competitor Ahnna Parkhurst
would pilot the #23 home to a 4th
place finish in her first asphalt
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries Bojangles Late Model race.
Cole Glasson in the #5 would score
another hard fought top five finish
with the 5th finishing position.

Rolling off next would be the
Catawba Realty & Insurance Clas-
sic Sportsmen and their 25 lap fea-
ture. Bill Lett in the #4 would start
from the top spot with Eddie Gilbert
in the #1 to his outside. Gilbert
would take the early lead but Lett
would patiently bide his time and
get back to the point after a few
laps. Lett would hang on to grab
the win. 81 year old Bill Webb in the
#16 would work his way through
the field and wind up finishing 2nd.
Gilbert would come home in 3rd,
Larry Benz in the #95 would finish
4th, and Chris Werner in the #22
would finish out the top 5 in 5th.

The Paramount Auto Group Lim-
ited Late Models would roar to life
and hit the track for 35 laps of side
by side action. Jeremy Pelfrey in
the #51 would start from the top
spot and drive to the early lead.
The battle would rage for 2nd on
back as Mitch Walker in the #29,
Stevie John's in the # 91, Mack Lit-
tle in the #16, and Pat Rachels in
the #34 all wanted the position. Pel-
frey would go on to take the win
and cut into the division points lead
of Monty Cox in the #21. Rachels
in the #34 would grab the 2nd spot
with Little finishing in 3rd. Walker
would finish 4th and Alex Reece in

the #18 would grab the 5th spot.
Up next would be the Cosmo

Motors Street Stocks for their 30
lap battle. Cody DeMarmels in the
#18 would battle the #77 of Mark
Whitten and the #03 of Kevin Eby
early before taking the lead. De-
Marmels would hold for the victory
with Whitten finishing 2nd, Eby
would finish 3rd, Marshall Sutton in
the #64 would grab 4th, and Kyle
DiVanna in the #71 would finish in
5th.

The 4-Cylinders would hit the
track next for their 25 lap feature.
Robert Trivette in the #11 would
lead the field to the green flag after
setting the fast lap in qualifying.
Trivette would take the early lead
with Curtis Pardue in the #17 close
behind. Trivette would hold on for
his first victory at America's Most
Famous Short Track. Cody Combs
in the #9 would finish 2nd and Brian
Mundy in the #6 would finish 3rd.
Rob Lewis in the #98 and Pardue
would round out the top 5.

Closing out the day's racing ac-
tion would be the NASCAR Whelen
All American Series Bojangles Late
Models for their second 40 lap fea-
ture. With the inversion from the
first 40 lap race finish, Andrew Gar-
cia in the #12 would start from the
pole with the #29 of Mitch Walker
to his outside. Garcia would take
the early lead but see Cole Glas-
son in the #5 move around and to
the point after several laps. Glas-
son's time at the front would also
be short lived as the #76 of Ryan
Millington would come rolling by to
the top spot. Millington would do his
best to maintain the lead, but the
game of musical chairs at the front
of the pack would continue when
the winner of race #1, Justin Car-
roll in the #57 powering by to the
front. Carroll would be the final
leader of the day and grab the

checkered flag, sweeping the Twin
40 lap features for the NASCAR
Whelen All American Series Bojan-
gles Late Models. Millington would
hold on for 2nd while Glasson
would take the 3rd finishing spot.
The #9 of Charlie Watson would
finish 4th and the #23 of Ahnna

Parkhurst would finish 5th, giving
her a pair of top 5s in her first two
asphalt races.

The NASCAR Whelen All-Amer-
ican Series will return to action next
week with Dale Earnhardt Chevro-
let Night at the Races presented by
Coca-Cola celebrating Hickory
Motor Speedway's 67th Birthday
featuring 100 laps for the NASCAR
Whelen All American Series Bojan-
gles Late Models, Round 7 for the
Paramount Kia 'Big 10' Chase for
the Championship with 50 laps for
the Paramount Auto Group Limited
Late Models, 35 laps for the One
Design Super Trucks, 30 laps for
the Cosmo Motors Street Stocks,
and 20 laps for the Renegades will
all be in store for the evening.
Gates open at 5:00pm, Qualifying
at 5:30pm, Autograph Session at
6:30pm, and Racing at 7:30pm.
Tickets are only $12.50 Adults,
$10.50 Youth(11-19)/Seniors(60+),
and Children 10 & under FREE!

For more info check us out
at http://www.hickorymotorspeed-
way.com and on Facebook/Twit-
ter/Instagram.
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Justin Carroll took both of the Bojangles Late Model features at
Hickory Motor Speedway on July 8th. (SHERRI STEARNS photo)

CHARLOTTE,
NC - Following last
weekendʼs cancella-
tion due to thunder-
storms, the Pro All
Stars Series (PASS)
South Super Late
Models will get an-
other chance to tackle
the high banks of
Southern National
Motorsports Park.
PASS officials an-

nounced today that the southʼs
oldest Super Late Model tour will
now return to Southern National
on Saturday night, July 29th. 

Many of North Americaʼs best
Super Late Model racers are al-
ready making plans to attend the
biggest and newest event of the
year, the Mason-Dixon MegaMelt-
down 300 at Hickory Motor
Speedway in November, paying
$15,000 to the winner.  The top
three finishers of the 150 lap
PASS South Super Late Model
race at Southern National Motor-
sports Park will receive guaran-
teed starting spots in the
Mason-Dixon MegaMeltdown
300, which will also be nationally
televised on MAV TV.  The only
stipulation is that teams receiving
these guaranteed spots must

have their entries and entry fees
submitted or postmarked by Au-
gust 1.

Former 2-time PASS National
Champion, Jay Fogleman, will
make his return to the driverʼs
seat at Southern National for the
first time in over a year.  Fogle-
man plans to compete, alongside
his son and fellow former cham-
pion, Tate, at Southern National
and then at South Boston Speed-
way in August in preparation for
competing in the 44th Annual Ox-
ford 250 at Oxford Plains Speed-
way.

The Foglemans will be joined
at Southern National by PASS
South points leader, Matt Craig,
along with championship con-
tenders Kodie Conner, Dave Far-
rington, Jr., Tyler Church, Roy
Hayes, and Sarah Cornett-
Ching.  

Local favorites Bradley Mc-
Caskill, Jeff Batten, Jody
Measamer and Trevor Noles
have also filed entries along with
the Georgia duo of Kyle and Jor-
dan McCallum.

The popular Mid-Atlantic Street
Stocks will join PASS for the big
night of racing at Southern Na-
tional Motorsports Park.
StarsSeries.com later this week.  
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PASS MegaMeltdown
Qualifier at Southern National

Rescheduled to July 29th


