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at Martinsville



Jimmie Johnson
didnʼt win his 10th
grandfather clock at
Mondayʼs snow-de-
layed race at the Mar-
tinsville Speedway.

He didnʼt lead a
lap. With a 15th-place
finish, he never got
close enough to chal-
lenge race winner Clint
Bowyer.

And his winless
streak grew to 29.

So, is it
time to get

worried?
Probably.
Johnson, an eight-time

series champion, clearly
hasnʼt forgotten how to
drive a race car. Crew chief
Chad Knaus, who led all
eight titles, still knows how
to build a race team. But
something isnʼt clicking.

While Johnson is trying to put a
positive spin on the skid, itʼs im-
possible to ignore the fact that if
Martinsville is a struggle, maybe
the No. 48 team is out of answers.

“I kind of chuckle. Only [30]
races, you know? I mean, I won
three last year,” Johnson said. “I
donʼt think that way. At the end of
last year, there were layers of high
frustration and some embarrass-
ment that we just couldnʼt get
things going in the right direction.

“This year, weʼve improved
every week and have seen great
strides. So, Iʼm very optimistic that
success is out there in front of us
and around the corner.”

Johnson did win three times in
2017, but all three came in the first
13 races of the season. In the final
19 races, he led five laps at the
Dover International Speedway and
24 at Martinsville in October.

Thatʼs just 29 laps led in his last
19 laps.

“So sure, Iʼm reminded every
week of a streak thatʼs not one that
you want to be reminded of,” John-
son said. “But Iʼm not losing sleep
over it. I know Iʼm going to win
races. I know this team is going to
win races. I know weʼre going to
compete for a championship. Itʼs
just getting all of our stuff right. I
think people often take for granted
how competitive pro sports are and
how competitive this garage area
is.

“And, although weʼve been able
to do some pretty amazing things
that have never been done before,
I think itʼs unfair to believe that it

can last forever.”
To be fair, all of the Hendrick Mo-

torsports teams have struggled. So
has most of the new Chevy Ca-
maro ZL1s. With Jeff Gordon leav-
ing the driverʼs seat for the
broadcasterʼs booth and Kasey
Kahne being sent over the Leavine
Family Racing, Johnson doesnʼt
have a wealth of experience
around him to drive him from his
lull. William Byron and Alex Bow-
man are in their first fulltime sea-
sons in the Monster Energy

NASCAR Cup Series.
Chase Elliott is in his third
season.

Everyone expects
the Camaro will evolve
into a consistent winner.
With a more-rigorous in-
spection process that
takes away creativity, itʼs
a work in progress.

“Itʼs not fair to run
four or five races and put a label on
us yet,” Elliott said. “I think we have
seen it before people have body
changes within their manufacturer
and it takes some time to develop
that stuff. I do think that it could be
related to that, but I think that it
takes time.”

Johnson learned last week
Loweʼs Home Improvement, the
only sponsor heʼs had since com-
ing to the Cup level in 2001, was
leaving at the end of the year, and
his contract at Hendrick expires at
the end of 2020.

So that begs the question: How
much time does Johnson have left?

“I do hold myself to a very high
level of expectation, but I just think
that in society today itʼs real easy; it
doesnʼt matter if itʼs our sport or an-
other sport, there are some unfair
expectations put on people and on
teams and on individuals,” Johnson
said. “I think people often forget
how difficult it is to compete at a pro
level.”

As he and Knaus have proven
so many times in the past, if any-
one can figure it out, itʼs them.

“I think there are a lot of things
that factor in, but one thing I look at
is winning five championships in a
row is pretty impressive in my opin-
ion,” Elliott said. “I think it is just an
opinion and I have my opinion on
that and I just donʼt see those other
guys in the same situation, man I
just… and Iʼm not taking anything
away from them they are all leg-
ends of the sport, right? But I just
donʼt see anybody competing with
what he has done in the short
amount of time he has been here.”

With his timeframe narrowing,
he has a chance to add another
layer to his remarkable career.

But it starts with the simple

things – finding more speed and
being able to lead some laps. After
that, who knows?
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Trying to Stay Positive

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an

online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have

been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are

covering all the racing series, off track news and other features

that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a

weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online

for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@

yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also

download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and

past.
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Jimmie Johnson sits in his #48 Camaro racer waiting to go on

track. (GETTY IMAGES photo)



When the
NASCAR teams enter
Martinsville Speedway
twice a year, the tradi-
tion and history of that
facility grows. From
the humble beginning
to the short track
palace that it repre-
sents today, the leg-
end of Martinsville
Speedway has a dis-
tinct place in NASCAR

history. Some of that history is re-
peated year after year, while some-
thing new seems to develop every
time the NASCAR boys roll into
town.

If you ask race fans throughout
the country the first thing that they
think about when you mention Mar-
tinsville Speedway, Iʼm willing to bet
at or near the top of the list is the
famous Martinsville hot dog. Yes, I
said a hot dog. The Southern Style
red hot dog is, possibly, the most
famous racetrack food in the coun-
try. However, not even the Mar-
tinsville hot dog has escaped
controversy.

The famous Jesse Jones hot
dog has been a tradition at the his-
toric short track since 1947.
Dressed with Jesse Jones chili or
loaded with slaw, mustard, and
onions, many a crew member has
won or lost a bet on the number of
hot dogs consumed during a race
weekend. To this day, you can see
names and marks on the poles and

walls in the pits counting the leg-
endary hot dog eating contest num-
bers. Depending on who you ask,
the winning number of hot dogs
consumed may be staggering, but
true.

When the supplier of the Mar-
tinsville hot dog changed in 2015 in
what the Speedway called a “busi-
ness decision”, the reaction from
the many
d e v o t e d
customers
may have
s e e m e d
l o u d e r
than the
action on
the track
at times. In
short, the
racing fra-
ternity was not happy! Needless to
say, an old friend is back at the
track.

“We at Jesse Jones are excited
to partner with Martinsville Speed-
way again and be the exclusive
provider of the world famous Jesse
Jones weenie in the famous Mar-
tinsville Speedway Hot Dog,” Jesse
Jones representative Duncan
White said in a statement. “A long-
standing tradition can be enjoyed
together again by generations of
race fans.”

“Our fans have told us they
wanted Jesse Jones back and we
have listened,” Martinsville Speed-
way President Clay Campbell

stated. 
“The Jesse Jones hot dog is part

of what made The Famous Mar-
tinsville Speedway Hot Dog and we
look forward to working with them
for many years to come.”

The Martinsville Hot Dog was
voted by race fans as the winner of
Americrownʼs Hot Dog Playoff.
While exact figures were unavail-
able, it is estimated that around
70,000 hot dogs are sold during the
NASCAR weekend at Martinsville.

This year at Martinsville Speed-
way, the “something new” will not
be visible on the race track. In-
stead, NASCAR has decided to
make a change in the inspection
procedure for the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series. The new pol-
icy will reflect a new “streamlined”
inspection procedure.

“Post-qualifying and pre-race in-
spection are going to be lumped
into one major inspection,”
NASCARʼs Senior Vice President
of Competition Scott Miller said.
“We are actually kind of looking for-
ward to that as a way forward. It
would be really good if we could get
it down to one major inspection for
the weekend.”

With various issues in the in-
spection process causing much
concern in the garage, NASCAR is
continuing to evolve the system as
well as the infraction penalties to in-
sure a “level playing field” for all
competitors in every division. Cer-
tainly, the failure of thirteen cars to
not qualify at Fontana due to in-
spection issues is a problem that
must not continue.

Miller commented that he hopes
this inspection process will allow

fans more access to their favorite
drivers on-track instead of in the
garage area trying to get out for
qualifying. However, Miller added
that it wonʼt be on the sanctioning
body to help teams make it through
(inspection) without issue.

Of course, it remains to be seen
how this new inspection policy will
work. The issue of not being able to
qualify for various issues was ad-
dressed by NASCAR at Fontana
for the XFINITY Series. Teams not
qualifying must, not only start the
race in the rear of the field, but
serve a “pass through pit lane”
penalty once the green flag is
waved to begin the race. Will this
policy go in effect for all three major
divisions – Monster Energy Cup,
XFINITY, Camping World Truck –
at upcoming events, only time will
tell.

Not only will the old and new re-
unite at Martinsville Speedway, but
Mother Nature decided to play a
major role too. A snow storm blan-
keted the Martinsville area and
postponed both the finish of the
Camping World Truck Series and
the Monster Energy Cup Series
races to Monday. The last time a
NASCAR Cup race was postponed
by snow was March, 1993, at At-
lanta.

Regardless of the date and time,
NASCAR racing has returned to
Martinsville Speedway for the first
true short track race of the 2018
season. And, the action-packed,
fender-bending, bumping, rubbing,
and “check your feelings at the
gate” racing competition will cer-
tainly bring a smile to thousands of
dedicated race fans.
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DENNIS PUNCH

The crowds at Martinsville Speedway looks a little sparse during the running of a Monday Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series race

after the snow shut down Saturday and Sundayʼs race schedules. (DAVID GRIFFIN photo)



By REID SPENCER

MARTINSVILLE,
VA – Clint Bowyer was
so excited he started
his celebratory
burnout at the en-
trance to Turn 3 at
Martinsville Speed-
way, flirting perilously
with the outside wall.

Bowyer had ample
reason to start the party early, be-
fore he got to the frontstretch for a
traditional smoke show. With his
victory in Mondayʼs snow-delayed
STP 500, he had just ended a win-
less streak in the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series that had
reached 190 races, dating to the
fall race at Charlotte in 2012.

The victory did more than end a
drought. It validated the decision of
Stewart-Haas Racing to put him
behind the wheel of the No. 14
Ford last year, after team co-owner
Tony Stewart retired from NASCAR
competition. With his ninth career
victory and his first at the .526-mile
short track, Bowyer paid off SHRʼs
investment in his future.

With Kevin Harvick stringing to-

gether victories at Atlanta, Las
Vegas, and ISM Raceway at
Phoenix, Stewart-Haas has won
four of the first six races of 2018.

“We learned last year,” said
Bowyer, who finished 1.146 sec-
onds ahead of runner-up Kyle
Busch in a race that was delayed
from Sunday to Monday when an
unexpectedly severe snowstorm hit
southern Virginia on Saturday af-
ternoon. “Obviously, Harvick came
on strong at the end of last year,
but it was a learning year for our
team and the 14 bunch.

“It was just time.”
Bowyer had a strong feeling be-

fore Mondayʼs race, and he told his
young son Cash as much.

“For whatever reason, it felt right
driving up here,” said Bowyer, who
led 215 laps, all but one (under
caution) after taking the lead from
third-place finisher Ryan Blaney on
Lap 285. “Such a cool place, to be
able to drive up through the coun-
tryside on a two-lane road and
think about the race.

“I told him (Cash) this morning, I
was like, ʻDammit, weʼve got to get
a picture in Victory Lane.”

Thatʼs exactly what Bowyer did,
avoiding any misstep over the final
200 laps that would have allowed
Busch to close in. Busch finished
second for the third time in four
races and took over the series lead
from Martin Truex Jr., who started
from the pole and came home
fourth.

“We just tried to maintain and
keep ourselves in the right position,
in the right spots all day long on the
long runs and save our stuff as
much as we could to see if we
couldn't mount a charge late in the
going,” Busch said.

“For us, saving our stuff, the 14
was able to save his stuff, and he
was a little bit better than we were.
He was able to kind of edge out
there through the early laps of fir-
ing off each and every time, first 10
or 15 (laps), and kind of get that
gap, and then he'd kind of just hold
that. He was probably saving just
as much as I was trying to save to
make sure he had something to go
at the end.”

The victory was Bowyerʼs sixth
top five in 25 starts at the paper-
clip-shaped speedway.

“This place is an acquired taste,”
Bowyer said. “When I first got here
I was a duck out of water, just like
everybody else that starts here at
first. I learned from Jimmie John-
son and learned from Jeff Gordon,
sometimes the hard way, but
nonetheless I learned over the
years and finally put it to good use. 

“To keep Kyle Busch, one of the
best in the business, behind you in
those closing laps, the nerves were
through the roof.  Itʼs unbelievable
how it all came true.”

Harvick ran fifth after a run-in
with 12th-place finisher Denny
Hamlin near the midpoint of the
event. Joey Logano, Alex Bowman,
AJ Allmendinger, Chase Elliott and
Brad Keselowski completed the top
10. For Elliott, the top 10 was a sig-
nificant accomplishment, given that
he twice went a lap down to the
leader, only to regain the lost cir-
cuits as the beneficiary under cau-
tion.

Johnson, who leads active driv-
ers with nine victories at Mar-
tinsville, finished 15th, a lap down.
Blaney led 145 laps, second only to
Bowyer, and won the second 130-
lap stage of the race. Hamlin led
111 laps early, claimed the first
stage victory and, like Blaney, col-
lected a playoff point.

Mo
ns

ter
 En

erg
y

NA
SC

AR
 Cu

p S
eri

es
Clint Bowyer Breaks

190-Race Drought with
Martinsville Win

A happy Clint Bowyer celebrates a long-awaited win with famiy

and crew in Martinsville Speedwayʼs victory lane. (DAVID GRIFFIN

photo)

Clint Bowyer (14) is on his way to his victory at Martinsville Speedway. Close behind is Kyle Busch

(18) who ended up coming in second for third time this year. (DAVID GRIFFIN photo)





By REID SPENCER

MARTINSVILLE,
VA -- In a race de-
layed for two days by
a freak snowstorm in
southern Virginia,
John Hunter Ne-
mechek charged to
the front on a restart

with 31 laps left on Monday and
held off Kyle Benjamin to win the
Alpha Energy Solutions 250
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series race by a mere .106 sec-
onds.

The victory was the first at Mar-
tinsville for Nemechek, who had
two previous runner-up finishes at
the .526-mile short track. This time,
despite Benjamin pounding his rear
bumper in the final corner, Ne-
mechek earned the grandfather
clock trophy that goes to the race
winner.

“Iʼve finished second here multi-
ple times so, tick, tock – we finally
got a clock,” Nemechek said. “Itʼs
going to be awesome to take that
thing home.”

Nemechek picked up his sixth
career win in the Truck Series in his
third start of the season, and he did
it with a skeleton staff at the race
shop owned by his father, Joe Ne-
mechek.

“I canʼt thank everyone on our
staff enough – everyone who pours
their heart and soul into this deal,”
Nemechek said. “Thereʼs only four
guys in our shop this year, so itʼs
really cool to be able to come back
over here to the Truck Series…

“Congrats to all these guys –
these guys deserve it.”

After Nemechek grabbed the top
spot on Lap 220 of 250, he held it
through three subsequent cautions.
Nemechek cleared Benjamin after

the final restart on Lap 244, and
though Benjamin closed on the No.
8 Chevrolet over the last seven
laps, finally getting to the bumper in
the final corner, he needed a few
more laps to make a concerted run
at the victory.

“We had a really good truck,
mostly for long runs, and unfortu-
nately, it came down to a short run,”
said Benjamin, who was making
his Martinsville debut. “Itʼs Mar-
tinsville, so I figured I had to give
him a run for his money in the last
corner.”

Benjamin had a lead of more
than one second over Todd
Gilliland when a debris caution
slowed the race on Lap 214 and
gave Nemechek the chance he
needed on the subsequent restart.
The shuffling of the order, at least,
alleviated one case of divided loy-
alties.

David Gilliland was co-owner of
the No. 54 Toyota Benjamin was
driving, and his son Todd was be-
hind the wheel of the No. 4 Toyota
of Kyle Busch Motorsports. After
the restart on Lap 220, Todd
Gilliland brushed the wall and lost
track position with a pit stop under
caution on Lap 234. He finished

14th.
Pole winner Ben Rhodes led the

first 23 laps on Saturday before rain
and snow halted the race. With
heavy snow falling Saturday night
and early Sunday morning,
NASCAR was forced to postpone
the finish until Monday.

Rhodes won both the first and
second stages of the race, collect-
ing two playoff points, but severe
trouble with his right front tire on a
Lap 145 pit stop after the second
stage dropped him to 15th in the
running order.

Rhodes never recovered from
the loss of track position and came
home 12th.

Johnny Sauter lost two laps
changing a battery after losing
power on Lap 224 and getting rear-
ended by Matt Crafton. Sauter fin-
ished 19th but retained the series
lead by 29 points over Grant Enfin-
ger, who ran fourth on Monday.

Brett Moffitt, who pitted late for
new tires, fought his way up to third
at the finish and is third in points,
31 behind Sauter.

Noah Gragson, Myatt Snider,
Timothy Peters, Harrison Burton,
Austin Hill and Justin Haley com-
pleted the top 10 in Mondayʼs race.
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John Hunter
Nemechek Charges to

NCWTS Win at
Martinsville

John Hunter Nemechek shows off his Martinsville Speedway grandfather clock after winning the Alpha Energy Solutions 250 Monday.

The race which started on Saturday was snowed out and rescheduled for Monday morning. (DAVID GRIFFIN photo)
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Moroso oil pan, insulation, Safety Solutions neck and head restraint, brake
hats, rotors, brake pads, Eibach springs, Brake hdw, SFI rated foam, exhaust
pcs, helmet hose, spring perches, gauges, teathers, Johnson r/e pump, SB2
heads, SB2 block, alum tanks, Schultz fuel fill adapter cap, inlet air grill
blanks, p/s pump, rocker bars, roller rockers, retainers, firebottle hdw, rod
bolts, tripod assembly, R07 heads, rods, plastic caps, splitter hdw, transmis-
sion gears, clutches, car sound deadening mats, polyurethane wheels, p/s
pump with reservoir, dogbone lifters, slugs, ARP bolts,  MSD hdw, distribu-
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ness planer, Rockwell 12” – 14” tilting arbor saw, wireless scales, tire rack on
wheels, Tektronix 2213A oscilloscope, pallet jacks, grinder on stand, 2 wheel
dollies, floor fan, portable air compressor, Power Twin 5500 paint sprayer,
pallet forks, Ballymore warehouse ladder, Longacre scale brain, metal halide
lights, MSD Professional Distributor Spin Fixture 
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CHARLOTTE, NC
- While short track rac-
ing appears to be on
the verge of a renais-
sance, one very bright
spot over the last
decade has been the
immergence of the
Easter Bunny 150 at
Hickory Motor Speed-
way.  As it has since

2006, the Easter Bunny 150 Pre-
sented By MyComputerCareer will
pit some of the best Pro All Stars
Series (PASS) Super Late Models
racers from across North America
against one another at one of the
most legendary short tracks in the
country.  With 26 cars already en-
tered, this yearʼs race has added
importance as the top five finishers
at Hickory will each receive guar-
anteed starting positions for either
the 45th Annual Oxford 250 at Ox-
ford Plains Speedway in August or
the inaugural Commonwealth Clas-
sic at Richmond Raceway in Octo-
ber.  It will be an action-packed
weekend of racing at Hickory Motor
Speedway that will see the fastest
cars in the South compete as the
PASS Super Late Models will be
joined by the entertaining SMRS
Tour Modifieds. 

A driver that might feel he has
some unfinished business at Hick-

ory Motor Speedway is Scarbor-
ough, MEʼs, Garrett Hall.  In last
Novemberʼs Mason-Dixon
MegaMeltdown at Hickory, Hall
was one lap away from taking
home $15,000 when he got tangled
up with a lapped car and lost out on
the big prize to hometown favorite,
Brandon Setzer.

“My team and I are going to
Hickory looking for some redemp-
tion and plan on getting a top five
finish to get locked into the 250 or
Richmond,” says Hall, driver of the
Normʼs Used Cars Chevrolet #94.
“Itʼs huge to be qualified into those
events and it will make it much eas-
ier for us when we go to those
races.”

Hall has been one of the top
Super Late Model drivers in New
England in recent years and be-
lieves a good run at Hickory will set
him up well for a busy month of
PASS North racing.

“We have a lot going on be-
tween racing at Hickory, then to
Thompson for the North season
opener, and then to Oxford after-
wards,” says Hall.  “But I feel like
we are well prepared for the up-
coming season and excited to go to
Hickory and start it off right.”

Hall will have no lack of compe-
tition on Saturday, March 31 at the
13th Annual Easter Bunny 150 Pre-

sented By MyComputerCareer as
he is joined by a huge contingent of
New Englanders including former
winner, Ben Rowe, as well as
South Carolina Clash winner,
Derek Griffith, Derek Ramstrom,
DJ Shaw, Bryan Kruczek, Jimmy
Renfrew, Sammy Gooden, Joe
Squeglia, Jr., Gabe Brown, Jake
Johnson, Travis Stearns, Dennis
Spencer, Jr., and Wyatt Alexander.
PASS South title contenders hope
to keep the home fires burning led
by Matt Craig, Kodie Conner, Tate
Fogleman, Jeff Batten, and Jimmy
Doyle.  Jerrick Johnson will pilot the
MyComputerCareer machine and
will be joined by former Hickory
winners, Brandon Setzer and Tyler
Church, as well as Trevor Noles,
“Mad Max McLaughlin, Kevin
Floars.  And two Canadian
provinces are currently represented
by Ontarioʼs, JP Josiasse and New
Brunswickʼs, Lonnie Sommerville,
returning to Hickory for the first time
in a number of years.

The action kicks off on Friday,
March 30 with optional practice for
all competing divisions from 2 –
5:20 PM.  On Saturday, March 31,
practice will begin at 1 PM, followed
by qualifying at 4 PM, the pit party
at 5:30 PM, last chance race at
6:30 PM, and features for the
PASS South Super Late Models
and SMRS Tour Modifieds at 7 PM.

Entry forms and the complete
weekend schedule for the 13th An-
nual Easter Bunny 150 Presented
By MyComputerCareer will be
posted soon on ProAll-
StarsSeries.com.  

The Pro All Stars Series is rec-

ognized as North Americaʼs pre-
mier sanctioning body for asphalt
Super Late Models and boasts
such marquee events as the leg-
endary Oxford 250 at Oxford Plains
Speedway and PASS Southʼs
Easter Bunny 150 at the historic
Hickory Motor Speedway.  And new
for the 2018, the inaugural Com-
monwealth Classic at Richmond
Raceway.  For technical informa-
tion concerning all PASS divisions
please send questions to passrac-
ing@roadrunner.com.  Donʼt forget
to “Like” the Pro All Stars Series on
Facebook or follow us on Twitter
@PASSSLM14 to keep up with
breaking news as it happens.

Easter Bunny 150 to
Be Streamed Live on

Speed51.com
CONCORD, NC - For the fourth

consecutive year, the Pro All Stars
Series Easter Bunny 150 from
Hickory Motor Speedway (NC) will
be streamed via a pay-per-view
video stream on Speed51 TV.

Fans unable to make it to the
famed Hickory Motor Speedway in
Newton, N.C. will be able to watch
the race for $19.99.

Speed51.com will air all of the
Super Late Model action from Hick-
ory on March 31 beginning with
qualifying at 4 p.m. ET. 

Speed51 Network yearly sub-
scribers will receive a 10% discount
on their pay-per-view ticket.

For more information on the
13th Annual Easter Bunny 150
weekend, visit www.proall-
starsseries.com.

P.A
.S.
S.

New Englandʼs Best Racers
Ready To Duel With South

Counterparts at Easter
Bunny 150



TOLEDO, OH -
Officials from MAVTV
announced today that
NASCAR/ARCA vet-
eran driver Mike Wal-
lace will join the
broadcast team to
help call the action for
the ARCA Racing Se-
ries presented by
Menards on MAVTV in
2018. Coverage be-
gins Saturday night,

April 7 from Fairgrounds Speedway
in Nashville, Tenn.  Wallace will
serve as the telecast's pit-road re-
porter, joining booth announcers
Bob Dillner and Jim Tretow.

Wallace, who won on some of
NASCAR's biggest stages, has
also done his share of TV time over
the years with racing broadcast
stints on NBC, TNN, the NASCAR

Hot Pass show on DirecTV and
more.

"When the call came in for this
opportunity, I got right on it," said
Wallace. "I'm very excited to be
ARCA's pit road reporter. The se-
ries is incredible. I'm excited to
work with Bob (Dillner) and Jim
(Tretow). I'm very committed to
making great, compelling TV. There
are so many great stories in the
ARCA Series and I'm excited to
cover them, from the back of the
field to the front."

"I absolutely love the ARCA Se-
ries...I believe in it. I got my first
start in the superspeedway world in
ARCA. I got my first opportunity in
Cup because of my success in
ARCA. I'm excited for this opportu-
nity and excited for ARCA. I'm glad
to see what I consider better cover-
age all the way around. Between

FOX and MAVTV, this series is
going to be well covered in 2018,
as it should be."

Wallace, the younger brother of
Rusty Wallace and older brother of
Kenny Wallace, earned his share of
racing accolades over his long ca-
reer, winning in every major divi-
sion he's competed in, apart from
the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series. Outside of his best Cup fin-
ish of 2nd at Phoenix, Wallace has
scored 20 wins total among the
NASCAR Xfinity, Camping World
Truck, Winston West Series, and
the ARCA Racing Series presented
by Menards. His best finish in the
Daytona 500 was 4th in 2007.

He won 4 times in the Xfinity Se-
ries at Dover, Milwaukee, Lucas Oil
Raceway and Daytona. His 5 wins
in the Camping World Trucks were
at Talladega, Daytona, Homestead,
Pikes Peak and Mesa Marin. Wal-
lace was also effective on the
ARCA side with 6 wins overall, in-
cluding Daytona in '94. He also
won 3 consecutive ARCA races at
Pocono '95 - '96, and once at Tal-

ladega in '95 and Atlanta in '94.
MAVTV and ARCA jointly an-

nounced a multi-year broadcast
rights agreement under which
ARCA Racing Series events will be
televised on MAVTV through the
2019 racing season. MAVTV aired
10 ARCA race events in 2017 and
will increase that number to 12 in
2018.

Eleven of the 12 events will air
live on MAVTV, including the net-
works first ever superspeedway
telecast from Michigan Interna-
tional Speedway June 8.

MAVTV Motorsports Network is
available on DIRECTV, Charter
Spectrum, Verizon FiOS, Optimum,
Suddenlink, CenturyLink Prism,
Mediacom, Buckeye Broadband,
fuboTV and many other cable
providers across the US and
Canada.

Wallace's son Matt Wallace is
expected to compete in the
North/South Super Late Model
Challenge race that precedes the
Music City 200 ARCA race at
Nashville Saturday, April 7.
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SALEM, IN -
Champion Racing As-
sociation Powered by
JEGS officials have
announced that the
CRA Cabin Fever
C h a m p i o n s h i p s
scheduled for this
weekend at Lucas Oil
Raceway have been
canceled.  With a fore-

cast of rain and possibly 3 to 5
inches of snow on Saturday and
cold temperatures both days, offi-
cials decided it was in everyoneʼs
best interest to go ahead and can-
cel the event.

The Event will not be resched-
uled. The season opener for the
Voreʼs Welding CRA Late Model
Sportsman and Lawrence Towing
CRA Street Stocks will now be on
Saturday, April 7th at Anderson
Speedway. More information on all
the CRA Series is available
at www.cra-racing.com.

Jason Dietsch Trailer
Sales Becomes the

Official Racing Trailers
of CRA For 2018

SALEM, IN - Champion Racing
Association Powered by JEGS of-

ficials have announced that Jason
Dietsch Trailer Sales has agreed to
become a marketing partner with
CRA as the Official Racing Trailers
of CRA and its ARCA/CRA Super
Series Powered by JEGS, the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Pre-
sented by Chevrolet Performance,
the Voreʼs Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman Powered by
JEGS and the Lawrence Towing
CRA Street Stocks Powered by
JEGS for the upcoming 2018 race
season.   

“We greatly appreciate Jason
Dietsch Trailer Sales coming on
board as a marketing partner with
CRA for the 2018 race season,” re-
marked Glenn Luckett, Managing
Partner of CRA. “Itʼs always great
to have a company like Jason Di-
etsch Trailer Sales recognize the
value of marketing with CRA and
supporting our racers!”

Located in Edgerton, Ohio, they
are an Ohio trailer dealer, but they
ship trailers all over the USA. More
information on Jason Dietsch
Trailer Sales can be found at
www.jasondietschtrailersales.com
or by calling them at 419-298-0777.

Jason Dietsch Trailer Sales will
award all four CRA Series Champi-
ons with Season Award Product

Certificates at the 2018 CRA
Awards Banquet. Jason Dietsch
Trailer Sales will also be a pointʼs
fund contributor for all four series in
2018. Look for Jason Dietsch
Trailer Sales products at selected
CRA events during the 2018 sea-
son.

Hamner Racing
Engines to Continue
Hardcharger Award

Sponsorship
SALEM, IN - Champion Racing

Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials have announced that Ham-
ner Racing Engines has agreed to
continue to be a marketing partner
with CRA and its ARCA/CRA Super
Series Powered by JEGS for the
2018 racing season. The series
2018 points season will begin with
the North/South Super Late Model
Challenge 100 Presented by Team
Construction at Fairgrounds
Speedway Nashville on April 6th &
7th with the Southern Super Series.
2018 will be the 22nd season of
competition for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series that ran its first race
on April 26, 1997.

Hamner Racing Engines will
sponsor the Hamner Racing En-
gines Hardcharger Award at each
series event in 2018, which will be
awarded to the driver advancing
the most positions from his original
scheduled starting position at each
series event.

The award will consist of a $100
cash bonus from Hamner Racing

Engines at all the regular 100 and
125 lap series events.  The award
will be $200 at the Battle at Berlin
251, the Redbud 400 and the Win-
chester 400.

“We really appreciate Jeff Ham-
ner and Hamner Racing Engines
continuing to support our racers in
the ARCA/CRA Super Series,” re-
marked Glenn Luckett, Managing
Partner with Champion Racing As-
sociation. “This award will recog-
nize and reward a driver who has
done a great job advancing through
the field to get a good finish at each
of our events this season!”

Florida racer Nick Neri was
awarded the Hamner Racing En-
gines Hardcharger Award at the
CRA SpeedFest 2018 ARCA/CRA
Super Series 200 lap non-points
event on January 28th, which
kicked off the series 2018 season.
Lessard came from his 24th place
starting position to finish 13th. 

Hamner Racing Engines began
in 1995 after Jeff Hamner ventured
out on his own after working for his
father in an engine-related busi-
ness.  With the help of former
NASCAR Sprint Cup driver Gary
Bradberry and their team opera-
tion, Jeff set up shop and began his
own business with a goal of taking
things to the next level by building
and focusing on short track/touring
series racing engines.

More information on Hamner
Racing Engines is available at
hamnerracingengines.com or by
contacting the shop at (205) 672-
8883.
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PHENIX CITY, AL
- Brandon Sheppard
piloted the Mark
Richards Racing,
Rocket Chassis
House Car to his third
Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series win of the
season on Saturday
night. Sheppard held
off a hard-charging
Scott Bloomquist en
route to Victory Lane
in the 21st Annual
Bama Bash at East Al-

abama Motor Speedway.
Sheppard bolted to the lead at

the start of the 50-lap main event
before Don O'Neal took over the
point on lap two. O'Neal maintained
the lead until Sheppard forged
ahead again on lap nine.
Bloomquist moved ahead of O'Neal
for second on lap 12. 

Several restarts made the racing
action wild and exciting as two,
three, and four-wide battles ensued
throughout the field. In the midst of
the excitement, O'Neal managed to
hold off Bloomquist until ten laps to
go when Bloomquist retook the run-
ner-up position. Bloomquist was
gaining on Sheppard late in the
race before a caution thwarted his
efforts. Bloomquist's New Direction
Ag, Sweet-Bloomquist Race Car
finished second for the second con-
secutive night as the three-time
LOLMDS National Champion con-
tinues to gain valuable points.

"There is a lot of great competi-
tion on the Lucas Oil Series," said
the 25-year-old Sheppard who is a
former series rookie-of-the-year. "I
have only followed it once before,
and that was two years ago. I was
driving harder than I probably
should have been. The track devel-
oped a black streak and that
helped as I was leading. Overall, I
can't thank Mark Richards, Steve
Baker and everybody at Rocket
Chassis enough for giving me this
opportunity. It's a dream come true
for me."

"At the start of the race I knew
the track was real slippery and the
tire wear was no big deal. Once I
felt it latch up a little bit in three and
four I knew to back down out of it.
Luckily it worked out for us. I want
to thank my crew. They work hard
all of time on the car, so I can stay
at home with my family. I really ap-
preciate their help it means a lot."

Bloomquist was hoping for a
longer stretch of green-flag racing
near the end of the race. "Some-

times it goes fine and sometimes
not. It kind of rubbered in three and
four just enough where you couldn't
move much. I don't think Don
[O'Neal] picked up on that soon
enough, but he [O'Neal] had some
serious restarts no doubt. We've
got our program going good right
now. We are just going to keep on
trucking and see what happens
when we head to Batesville in two
weeks."

O'Neal had his best finish of the
season with a third in the Peak An-
tifreeze and Coolant, Club 29 entry
for Bowyer Dirt Motorsports. "That
was a good race. Those restarts
were something else. All-in-all it
was good night for us. We strug-
gled during Speedweeks and last
night.   But I think after tonight we
know we can run up there with
these guys. I wish we would have
won this race. On the restarts at
times, the bottom would be better
and other times the top would be."

Sheppard's ninth-career
LOLMDS victory came aboard the
Andy Durham-powered Rocket
Chassis is sponsored by: Valvoline,
Seubert Calf Ranches, Gunter's
Honey, Ace Metal Works, Sallack
Well Service, Keyser, Integra, and
Sunoco Race Fuels.

Completing the top ten were
Bobby Pierce, Hudson O'Neal,
Darrell Lanigan, Josh Richards,
and Earl Pearson Jr.

Last Lap Pass Lifts
Pearson at Boyd's

RINGGOLD, GA - In a battle be-
tween two former Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series National Cham-

pions, Earl Pearson Jr. passed
Scott Bloomquist on the final lap to
win "The Shamrock" on Friday
night at Boyd's Speedway. Pearson
started sixth, kept a steady pace for
most of the race, and then passed
four cars in the final three laps to
gain the victory. The win marks his
first for the newly formed Black Di-
amond Race Team and Ronnie
Stuckey.

The polesitter, Chris Madden,
led the first 25 laps until Bloomquist
forged ahead on lap 26. The entire
50 lap feature was run under green
flag conditions, with no caution
flags. Bloomquist looked to be in
control of the race, looking for his
first series win of the season.
Stretching his lead out over the
field, Bloomquist easily worked
lapped cars, but Pearson had other
ideas as the four-time series
champ readied himself before his
last lap charge.

As the two drivers took the white
flag, Bloomquist's car drifted out of

turn two up against the wall and
Pearson ran on the bottom. As the
duo entered turns three and four
Pearson had the momentum on the
bottom side and he was able to
pass Bloomquist coming off turn
four to become the sixth different
winner this season for the Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series tour.

Bloomquist finished in second
followed by Chris Madden, Bran-
don Overton, and Hudson O'Neal.

Pearson who led all 50 laps in
winning the Shamrock 50 a year
ago at Boyd's, led only lap on Fri-
day night for the win. "I knew our
car was good around the bottom.
Those guys were running in the
middle for most of the race. My
hats off to Black Diamond Chassis,
Ronnie Stuckey and all the guys
back at the shop. J.C. Wright and
Garrett Alberson for their help.
They worked their tails off all day.
Our car has been good all day.
Everything just came to us and to
pass Scott at the end, what a heck
of a finish."

"We could turn around the bot-
tom pretty well. Our car could move
around a little bit out there for a
long time. It was a heck of a race.
[Dale] McDowell and his crew did a
great job with the race track tonight.
I appreciate all the fans coming out
and I think they saw a whale of a
show."

Bloomquist said his car was re-
ally good as the veteran driver en-
tered the night fifteenth in points
and in the need of a good finish. "If
we would have had one caution I
think we would have been saved.
Everytime I carried the momentum
into the turn the car would drift out.
I didn't realize he [Pearson] was
quite that close. It's just the way it
goes sometimes. I felt like we had
the best car tonight." 

(Continued Next Page)
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Lucas Oil Win of 2018

Brandon Sheppard raced his way to victory lane in the 21st Annual

Bama Bash at East Alabama Motor Speedway. (HeathLawsonPho-

tos.com photo)

Earl Pearson Jr. celebrates with his crew in victory lane at Boydʼs

Speedway Friday night after racing his way to “The Shamrock”

win. (Michael Moats photo)



QUEEN CREEK,
AZ - Becoming the
50th different winner
with the ASCS South-
west Region, Wash-
ington's Gary Taylor
topped action Satur-
day night at Queen
Creek's Arizona
Speedway in the Bob
Ream, Jr. owned
Beaver Stripes No. 8.
Rolling off third, Taylor

took over the lead on Lap 6 from
New Mexico's Lorne Wofford,
whose race ended early with a 17th
place finish. Eventually winning
over Billy Chester by 1.896 sec-
onds, J.T. Imperial's first outing of
the season found its way to the
final podium step after starting sev-

enth.
From 10th, Josh Shipley picked

his way to fourth with Alex Pettas
following from 11th to secure a top-
five finish.

Jesse Baker in sixth was trailed
by Kyle Danielson with series
point's leader Colton Hardy in tow.
Jarrett Martin and Steve Cushman
completed the top-ten.

Split into a pair of Heat Races,
J.T. Imperial and Jesse Baker each
picked up an extra $25 courtesy of
Ron Gilson Photography. A total of
19 drivers were on hand.

The ASCS Southwest Region
races again on Saturday, March 31
at Central Arizona Speedway. For
other news, notes, and information
on the American Sprint Car Series,
from the National Tour to any of the

Regional Tours that make up the
nearly 150 races across the ASCS
Nation in 2018, log onto www.asc-

sracing.com, follow on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter (@Luca-
sOilASCS).

Continued…

Madden came
home in third and said
he had gone with the
wrong tire choice,
which kept him from
ending the race with
the win.

"We just went with
the wrong tire. Overall,
we had a good car
tonight. Thanks to all
the fans for coming
out tonight they saw a
great show and
thanks to all to all the
sponsors of this Barry
Wright car. 

The winning Black Diamond
Chassis is powered by a Clements
Racing Engine and sponsored by:
Lucas Oil Products, P&W Sales,
Tegeler Wrecker and Crane, David
Peterson Motorsports, Dri-
veWFX.com, Midwest Sheet Metal,
Sunoco Race Fuels and Papich
Construction.

Completing the top ten were
Dale McDowell, Cory Hedgecock,
Brandon Sheppard, Ricky Weiss,
and Bobby Pierce.

Thursday's Event at
Volunteer Speedway

Canceled
BATAVIA, OH - Thursday's

Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series-
sanctioned, 16th Annual Spring
Thaw at Volunteer Speedway has
been canceled. With the forecast
for accumulating snow and

overnight lows below freezing on
Wednesday, Speedway and Series
officials have agreed to cancel the
event.

"The entire staff at Volunteer
Speedway have worked very hard
to make this event possible," said
Rick Schwallie, Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series Director.

"Unfortunately, with an outdoor
sport, we're at the mercy of the el-
ements and we have to consider
what's best for everyone involved.
With no suitable makeup date in
2018, we look forward to working
with Mitch McCarter and his team
in 2019," Schwallie added.
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CONCORD, NC -
Speed51.com will be
making its first foray in
Dirt Late Model racing
in 2018.

On Thursday,
Speed51.com and the
Carolina Clash Super
Late Model Series an-
nounced a partnership
that will benefit both
racers and fans during
the upcoming season. 

As part of the partnership,
Speed51.com will award Carolina
Clash racers with both a weekly
and end-of-year Hard Charger
Award. At each event, $51 will be
awarded to the racer that gains the
most positions during the feature
event. At the end of the year, the
driver winning the overall award will
receive a $251 check from
Speed51.com. 

In addition to the Hard Charger
Award, 51 will also be presenting
the 2018 Most Popular Driver
Award for Carolina Clash drivers.
The voting will be hosted on
Speed51.com during the season
and the winning driver will be an-
nounced at the seriesʼ banquet at
the end of the season. 

"The management of Carolina
Clash is extremely appreciative of

this opportunity to enter into this
partnership with Speed51.com,”
said Mark Huey, Public Relations
Director for the Carolina Clash. 

“The level of coverage they pro-
vide for motorsport outreach is ex-
tensive. The quality of their product
is among the best in the business
in motorsports marketing and cov-
erage. We look forward to the cov-
erage they will give not only to our
series, but to our competitors and
track venues alike. What they did
for us and our teams and the facil-
ity at Lancaster this past weekend
is top-notch."

The 2018 season will also see
Speed51.com increase its cover-
age of the Carolina Clash with live
coverage, on-demand video fea-
tures, video highlights and stories. 

“This series is a ton of fun to
watch and it visits a great mix of
race tracks in this region. Itʼs in our
home-base so,” said Speed51.com
Southeast Editor Rob Blount.

“Iʼve greatly enjoyed the Car-
olina Clash races that Iʼve gotten to
work and Iʼm extremely excited to
have the opportunity to cover even
more thanks to this new partner-
ship.” 

For more information on the
Carolina Clash, visit www.carolina-
clash.com.
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BAKERSFIELD,
CA - Last yearʼs Kevin
Gobrecht Rookie of
the Year Sheldon Hau-
denschild means busi-
ness in 2018, as the
young Wooster, OH
native scored his third
World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car
Series victory of the
young 2018 season at
Bakersfield Speed-

way. Haudenschild stormed to the
front of the Feature from ninth and
was undoubtedly the class of the
field, winning by nearly three and a
half seconds despite a late caution.
Shane Stewart came from seventh
for his second consecutive podium
finish with early race leader Jason
Johnson completing the all World
of Outlaws regulars podium. 

Johnson was attempting to pull
a clean sweep of the program after
setting fast time, winning his Heat
and taking the Craftsman Club
Dash, earning the pole for the 35-
lap Feature. Johnson set a fast
pace, surviving a couple of cau-
tions and leading the first 14 laps. 

2016 Bakersfield winner Brad
Sweet appeared to be the man to
beat when he took the lead, to a

huge applause, on the 15th circuit
from his fifth-starting position, after
exchanging multiple slide jobs with
Johnson. Disaster struck three laps
later for Sweet as he did a full 360
rotation and a massive wheelie be-
fore his NAPA Auto Parts No.49
machine came to a stop in turn two. 

That allowed Johnson to re-as-
sume the lead with Haudenschild
right beside him on the double-file
restart. Johnson kept Sheldon at
bay for a couple of laps as the duo
traded the lead each corner for a
handful of laps enthralling the large
Bakersfield Speedway crowd once
again. Haudenschild officially led
Lap 23 and was never truly chal-
lenged after that point. 

The excitement didnʼt stop there
though for the driver of the NOS
Energy Drink, Stenhouse Jr.-Mar-
shall No.17 as Sheldon asserted
his dominance over the field by lap-
ping cars at a rapid pace, throwing
massive slide jobs along the way.
On Lap 29, Sheldon saw a four-
second lead erased for one final
caution. 

Sheldon powered away on the
restart, with no challenge going to
win by 3.446 seconds. Hauden-
schild was the topic amongst the
crowd all night after coming from

10th in his Heat Race, after spin-
ning, to finish third. “It just shows
how good my guys are,” Hauden-
schild said in reference to his re-
covery from the Heat Race blunder.
“A lot of guys were fighting for the
bottom and I just went where the
track was free,” Haudenschild
added about his cushion-pounding
move in the qualifying event. 

“It feels really good to a get a
third win this early on in the sea-
son. This NOS Energy Drink No.17
was on a rail all night,” Hauden-
schild said in Victory Lane. 

Shane Stewart secured his sec-
ond consecutive podium finish on
the strength of restarts. “[Double-

file restarts] are one of the crazy
and cool things about the World of
Outlaws and Iʼve been on the
wrong end of them before, but
tonight they worked out for us.
Hopefully, we can get a win here
real soon,” Stewart said after exit-
ing his DC Solar sponsored Kyle
Larson Racing No.2 machine. 

Jason Johnson was in good
spirits with his third-place finish de-
spite leading a large portion of the
race. “We came up a little bit short,
we were a little too free once the
fuel burned off, but still a very good
night for this team. Itʼs always good
to be on the podium,” the Eunice,
LA native said. 

Joey Saldana came from 14th to
finish fourth with Ian Madsen com-
ing from 16th to complete the top
five. Neither of those efforts was
good enough to secure KSE Hard
Charger honors as that belonged to
Donny Schatz, who came from
21st to finish sixth. The first six fin-
ishers, and eight of the first nine
across the line, were World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint Car Series
regulars. 

The Series takes next weekend
off as the Series allows its drivers,
crews and teams a weekend to ob-
serve the Easter Holiday. The
Greatest Show on Dirt continues its
40th Anniversary Season at Ari-
zona Speedway on April 7. If you
canʼt make it to the track, be sure
to tune into DIRTVision.com to
watch all the action live!
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FARMER CITY, IL
- The World of Out-
laws Craftsman® Late
Model Series along-
side track officials at
Farmer City Raceway
have made the deci-
sion to postpone the
11th annual Illini 100
to the preplanned
makeup date of April
13-14.  

“We are really looking forward to
the Illini 100 and, as always, want
to present the best product possi-
ble for our drivers, fans and the
tracks we work with. With a week-
end of rain, snow and sub-freezing
temperatures ahead, that expecta-
tion cannot be met,” said Series Di-
rector Matt Curl. 

“An event like the Illini 100 de-
serves to have the entire weekend
and when we made the 2018
schedule, we sectioned off a date

just in case we would need to
reschedule, so we will use that to
our advantage in this instance,”
added Curl.  “We are looking for-
ward to putting on a great show in
April for all our dedicated fans and
all of our drivers.”

Advanced tickets for the post-
poned Illini 100 will be honored on
April 13-14. The original schedule
of events will remain in place fea-
turing one night of practice on April
12, the always exciting 25-lap
$6,000-to-win feature on Friday,
April 13 and the 75-lap $15,000-to-
win finale event on Saturday, April
14. Weekend packages are still on
sale.

Rain Takes Another
Race from WoO West

Coast Swing
WATSONVILLE, CA - The World

of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car

Series has lost out to western rains
yet again, as storms and heavy
rainfall at Ocean Speedway have
flooded the race track surface and
pit area. With no time to dry out the
facility, officials have canceled Fri-
day nightʼs event. The Ocean Out-
law Showdown has been canceled
and will not be rescheduled. 

Ticketholders for Fridayʼs race
will receive a credit to their My-
DirtTickets.com account to apply to
another World of Outlaws race at
worldofoutlaws.com/tix. Those who
need assistance or would like to re-
quest a refund, should call 844-
DIRT-TIX, Mon.-Fri, 9-5PM EST.

Queen City Shootout
at Whynot

Motorsports Park
MERIDIAN, MS - A brand new

event to the 2018 World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late Model Series
schedule is fit for a queen. The
Queen City Shootout at Whynot
Motorsports Park in Meridian, MS
will be a marquee event consisting
of back-to-back 50-lap $10,000-to-
win complete shows on Friday and

Saturday, April 20-21.
Last year during the Seriesʼ first-

ever race at the House of Hook,
Brandon Sheppard battled along-
side Billy Moyer and a hard-charg-
ing Timothy Culp to claim his first
win of the 2017 season. The even-
tual Series champion tallied 18
wins last season but describes the
first win of any season as “the hard-
est to get.” 

This go around, Sheppard re-
turns to Whynot Motorsports Park
on the defense; not only as the last
Outlaws winner at the track but
also as the defending Series cham-
pion. Culp returns to the stage too,
but this time as a 2018 rookie-of-
the-year contender with hopes of
finishing one position ahead of last
year. 

The Queen City Shootout will
begin with a night of practice on
Thursday, April 19 before two
nights of full World of Outlaws pro-
grams on Friday and Saturday,
April 20-21. Tickets are on sale
now. Visit our website and social
media pages  for more information
on the World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series.

Sheldon Haudenschild raced his

way to victory lane at Bakersfield

Speedway, his third win of the sea-

son. (Paul Arch photo)
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Charlotte
Motor Speedway

CONCORD, NC -
The star of George
Lucasʼ groundbreak-
ing film “American
Graffiti,” a white 1958
Chevrolet Impala
owned by 2018
NASCAR Hall of
Fame inductee Ray
Evernham, will join the
famous City Chevrolet
car from “Days of
Thunder” in a special
movie- and television-
themed display at the
April 5-8 Pennzoil Aut-
oFair Presented by

Advance Auto Parts at Charlotte
Motor Speedway.

During all four days of the
worldʼs largest automotive extrava-
ganza, the “American Graffiti” Im-
pala will be part of a 12-car movie
and television display that also in-
cludes the No. 46 City Chevrolet
car piloted by Tom Cruiseʼs “Cole
Trickle” character in “Days of Thun-
der” – a NASCAR-centric movie re-
leased in 1990 that was filmed in
part at Charlotte Motor Speedway.

Additionally, the 1948 Tucker au-
tomobile from “Tucker: The Man
and his Dream,” and a Ferrari Day-
tona convertible replica driven by
Don Johnson in the world-famous
1980s show “Miami Vice” will share
space with a “100 Years of Chevy
Trucks” display, custom rides
owned by athletes and unique cre-
ations featured on Velocityʼs “Toy-
Makerz.”

Released in 1973, “American
Graffiti” was George Lucasʼ second
film as director and writer, and it
was a monster hit. Lucas made
sure the cars in the movie – a nos-
talgic masterpiece about small-
town California life in 1962 – were
authentic to the era, with personal-
ities that matched their fictional
owners. The storyʼs clean-cut, all-
American boy (played by Ron
Howard) owned a white ʼ58 Chevy
Impala two-door with chrome re-
verse wheels and pinstripes. Bullet-
shaped tail light lenses, such as
Cadillac installed on its 1959 mod-
els, protruded from the rear like jet
exhausts. Its door handles and
Chevrolet identification were
shaved. The interior was a taste-
fully modified red and white. Under
the long white hood was – accord-
ing to one of the characters – a
327ci V-8 with six carburetors.

When the filmʼs production
wrapped, the cars were sold to the
public. Since many of them were
“20-foot beauties” hastily built and
painted for the movie, they did not

command high prices. The ʼ58 Im-
pala sold for $325 to a high school
student in San Francisco who soon
after enlisted in the military and
parked it for the next 40 years be-
fore Evernham entered the picture.

The man who led Jeff Gordonʼs
NASCAR Cup Series team to three
championships bought the car and
turned it over to his crew for a
meticulous restoration that repli-
cated the machine in ways previ-
ously thought impossible. The tired
engine was replaced with a 327ci
V-8 wearing six carburetors.
Chrome trim that could be saved
was straightened and re-plated.
The custom red-and-white interior
from the movie was carefully pulled
out, repaired, re-dyed, and rein-
stalled. The crocheted dice hang-
ing from the mirror were faithfully
recreated, as was the cardboard li-
cense plate from the film.

Actress Candy Clark, who spent
as much screen time riding in the
Impala as anyone, helped Evern-
ham unveil it at the 2016 SEMA
show in Las Vegas.

The Pennzoil AutoFair Pre-
sented by Advance Auto Parts fea-
tures more than 50 car club
displays and more than 10,000
vendor spaces offering an array of
automotive parts and memorabilia.
More than 1,500 collectible vehi-
cles of all makes and models will
be available for sale in the car cor-
ral that rings the 1.5-mile super-
speedway. In addition, kids can
enjoy face-painting, bounce
houses, and other games and en-
tertainment in the Play Zone.

Hours for the April 5-8 Pennzoil
AutoFair Presented by Advance
Auto Parts are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Thursday through Saturday, and 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday.

TICKETS: Single-day tickets are
$11 each day for adults. Admission
is FREE for children 13 and under
with an adult. A 4-Day Weekend

Pass is available for just $32. To
buy tickets, AutoFair attendees can
call the speedway ticket office at 1-
800-455-FANS (3267), shop online
at www.charlottemotorspeedway.
com, or buy them at the gate.

FOLLOW US: Keep track of
Pennzoil AutoFair Presented by
Advance Auto Parts attractions and
events by following on Twitter and
Instagram or become a Facebook
fan. Keep up with all the latest
news and information with the
Charlotte Motor Speedway mobile
app.

Indianapolis Motor Speedway
INDIANAPOLIS, IN - Global su-

perstars Florida Georgia Line will
perform live Saturday, Sept. 8 at
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
during the track's 25th annual
NASCAR weekend, an expansion
of an exciting, unique partnership
between IMS and Big Machine
Records that also will place the
chart-topping duo into the race's
name for years to come.

The 25th Running of the Big Ma-
chine Vodka 400 at the Brickyard
Powered by Florida Georgia Line is
scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 9. The
race weekend has moved from the
heat of late July to the cooler tem-
peratures of early September and
will serve as the exciting Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series regu-
lar-season finale for the first time,
setting the field for the Playoffs.

This is the first time a major
recording artist or act has been
added to the official name of a
NASCAR race over a multi-year
period. Florida Georgia Line - com-
prised of Tyler Hubbard and Brian
Kelley - will headline
the FGL Fest on
stage inside Turn 4 of
the historic IMS oval.
Additional top artists
slated to perform at
the fest will be an-

nounced soon. Tickets for Florida
Georgia Line and the entire FGL
Fest weekend will go on sale in
early April. Visit IMS.com and join
the IMS mailing list to be the first to
receive additional artist announce-
ments and for access to an exclu-
sive IMS fan pre-sale.

"As we look forward to our new-
look NASCAR weekend, we are
very excited to add a concert by
Florida Georgia Line to the many
new reasons to attend the race this
September," IMS President J. Dou-
glas Boles said. "Thanks to our
friends at Big Machine Records,
the duo and their many hit songs
will bring additional energy and star
power to what is already a can't-
miss racing weekend at the Racing
Capital of the World." 

Big Machine became the title
sponsor Feb. 5 of the marquee
NASCAR Cup Series race, further
strengthening its nearly decade-
long partnership with IMS. Big Ma-
chine Platinum Filtered Premium
Vodka is 25X Distilled and 3X Plat-
inum Filtered to make it "The
Smoothest Tasting Vodka, Period!"
The lifestyle surrounding this supe-
rior quality and attractively priced
vodka will be shared with fans dur-
ing the event weekend. This will in-
clude VIP concert and racing
experiences, and other exclusive
sweepstakes, packages and pro-
motions. The product also will be in
Indianapolis restaurants, bars and
retail locations beginning April 1.

This will be the second perform-
ance at IMS for Florida Georgia
Line, as they first headlined the
Firestone Legends Day concert
during the Indianapolis 500 pre-
sented by PennGrade Motor Oil
race weekend in May 2015.

"There's no hotter act in the
world right now than Florida Geor-
gia Line," Big Machine Label Group
President and CEO Scott Borchetta
said. "They are dominating at coun-
try and pop radio, streaming, sales
and touring. While they enjoy the
statistics, there's nothing more im-
portant to BK and Tyler than putting
on an amazing show and celebrat-
ing with their fans. This new part-
nership with Big Machine and IMS
to build their own festival is all
about creating the best experience
possible for FGL fans. Throw in the
high-speed action of the Big Ma-
chine Vodka 400 at the Brickyard, 

(Continued Next Page)
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The Ray Evernham-owned 1958 Chevrolet Impala from "American

Graffiti," left, and the No. 46 City Chevrolet car from "Days of Thun-

der" are among the movie- and television-themed cars on display

April 5-8 at the Pennzoil AutoFair presented by Advance Auto Parts

at Charlotte Motor Speedway.
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and this becomes a
can't-miss weekend!"

Redefining what's
possible in country
music, global super-
stars FGL will continue
to push full throttle into
uncharted territories
with history-making
collaborations, fresh
entrepreneurial ven-
tures and bold new
music while currently
in the studio.

Crushing record-
breaking milestones,
the multi-platinum duo

has heavy-hitting spotlights on
Bebe Rexha's "Meant to Be,"
Hailee Steinfeld & Alesso's "Let Me
Go" (ft. watt), Morgan Wallen's "Up
Down" and The Chainsmokers'
"Last Day Alive." Fueling their
groundbreaking momentum, FGL's
2016 platinum-certified album for
Big Machine Label Group, "Dig
Your Roots," delivered three con-
secutive No. 1 smashes: three
times platinum-certified "H.O.L.Y."
(No. 1 on the Billboard Hot Country
Songs chart for 18 straight weeks)
and platinum-certified hits "May We
All" (ft. Tim McGraw) and "God,
Your Mama, And Me" (ft. Back-
street Boys).

The Smooth Tour 2017 marked
the duo's first time headlining select
sold-out stadium dates - featuring
special guests Backstreet Boys -
with critics' reviews boasting: "Just
in case you've forgotten, Florida
Georgia Line is one of the hottest
country acts alive" (MusicRow
Magazine).

With over 30 million tracks and
more than 4.2 million albums sold
worldwide, the top-shelf entertain-
ers remain the first and only coun-
try act to achieve RIAA's diamond
certification (10 million copies sold)
for their breakout "Cruise," which is
the best-selling digital country sin-
gle of all time (SoundScan). Since
2012, FGL has earned prestigious
honors from the AMAs, ACM
Awards, CMA Awards, Billboard
Music Awards and CMT Music
Awards.

For more information on Florida
Georgia Line, visit floridageorgia-
line.com and @floridageorgialine
on Facebook, @flagaline on Insta-
gram and Twitter, and flagaline on
Snapchat.

The Big Machine Vodka 400 at
the Brickyard Powered by Florida
Georgia Line event weekend also
will include the Lilly Diabetes 250
for the NASCAR Xfinity Series on
Saturday, Sept. 8.

Visit IMS.com for more informa-
tion and for tickets to the Big Ma-
chine Vodka 400 at the Brickyard
Powered by Florida Georgia Line.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Monster En-

ergy, Pocono Raceway and
NASCAR Green are joining forces
for the second annual ʻMonster En-
ergy NASCAR Free Fridayʼ pro-
gram. Fans will have the chance to
enjoy all the racing action and fun
activities at ʻThe Tricky Triangleʼ for
free on Friday, June 1, by recycling
any size Monster Energy can. 

The on-track events on ʻMonster
Energy NASCAR Free Fridayʼ in-
clude Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series practices and qualify-
ing, NASCAR Xfinity Series prac-
tice, ARCA Racing Series
presented by Menards qualifying
and the General Tire #AnywhereIs-
Possible 200 ARCA race. All that is
need to attend these events at
Pocono Raceway on Friday, June
1 is an empty can, any size, of
Monster Energy. Additionally,
Grandstand parking at Pocono
Raceway is always free for all
event dates during NASCAR and
INDYCAR race weekends. 

“This fan-driven initiative was a
success last year and we are ex-
cited to bring it back again,” said
Ben May, Pocono Raceway Presi-
dent. “This program combines two
of our most important initiatives,
delivering a unique program for our
customers and being environmen-
tally friendly. It adds to the sustain-
ability efforts of Pocono Raceway,
Monster Energy and NASCAR
Green as we all try to do our part.
We canʼt thank Monster Energy
and NASCAR Green enough for
their support.”

Fans can bring their empty Mon-
ster Energy can to be recycled at
the redemption center located out-
side of Fan Fair and behind the
Grandstands. They will be given a
ticket and can enjoy Friday, June 1
at the racetrack for free. In addition
to the on-track action, Monster En-
ergy will have full-can sampling and
activation on-site which will include
meet-and-greets with the Monster
Girls, Trophy Truck demonstrations
and the Unknown Industries Harley
Riders Smoke Show.

“For all of us here at Monster
Energy, there really isnʼt anything
better than a day out at the races.
We know NASCAR fans feel the
same exact way, so for that reason,
weʼre super-enthusiastic to be back
at Pocono Raceway in 2018 as part
of the ʻMonster Energy NASCAR
Free Fridayʼ,” said Mitch Coving-
ton, Monster Energy Vice President

of Sports Marketing. “By bringing a
can of Monster Energy to the Tricky
Triangle, race fans can, for free,
watch Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series practice and qualifying
as well as NASCAR Xfinity Series
practice. Furthermore, headlining
the entire day will be the ARCA
Racing Series General Tire #Any-
whereIsPossible 200 ARCA. So,
grab a can of Monster Energy and
meet us out at Pocono for a day of
high drama horsepower!”

Pocono Raceway, along with
Monster Energy and NASCAR will
ensure all cans are recycled. Under
the NASCAR Green umbrella, a
comprehensive recycling effort has
accounted for millions of bottles
and cans being recycled annually
thanks to designated bins in the
grandstand, concourse, suites,
garage and campgrounds at almost
every track NASCAR visits. For
more information visit
www.NASCAR.com/Green. 

“NASCAR Green works year-
round to minimize the sportʼs envi-
ronmental impact and ʻMonster
Energy NASCAR Free Can Fridayʼ
is one special moment for fans to
get involved while enjoying a day of
racing,” said Catherine Kummer,
Senior Director, Green Innovation,
and NASCAR.

Note: Kids, ages 12 and under,
are not required to bring an empty
can of Monster Energy as they al-
ready receive free access to
Pocono Raceway on Fridays and
Saturdays during NASCAR and IN-
DYCAR event weekends.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - In an effort

to create a better overall experi-
ence for all of its fans, officials an-
nounced Tuesday that the
grandstands at Texas Motor
Speedway will be completely
smoke-free, including all electronic
cigarette devices, beginning this
year.

Texas Motor Speedway estab-
lished a ban on smoking in the
grandstands in 2013, but the up-
dated policy to include e-cigarettes
and vapes comes as a result of
strong feedback from guest sur-
veys and the speedway's fan coun-
cil. Speedway guests will still be
able to smoke - both standard and
electronic smoking products - in
designated areas throughout the
lower concourse area.

The 2018 season at Texas Motor
Speedway begins in less than three
months when NASCAR returns
April 6-8 for the O'Reilly Auto Parts
500 doubleheader. The spring
weekend includes the My Bariatric
Solutions 300 XFINITY Series race

Saturday, April 7 and O'Reilly Auto
Parts 500 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race Sunday,
April 8.

The Verizon IndyCar Series re-
turns to the 1.5-mile speedway
June 8-9 for a tripleheader of mo-
torsports action. The weekend
kicks off with the Rattlesnake 400
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series race Friday, June 8, fol-
lowed by the Texas Indy 600 on
Saturday, June 9. The jam-packed
weekend will also include the No
Limits Off-Road Ruckus both days
as well as the No Limits Off-Road
Rumble SPEED Energy Stadium
Super Truck Series races before
and after the INDYCAR event.

This fall, NASCAR will return for
a tripleheader of playoff action Nov.
2-4. It all begins with the JAG Met-
als 350 Camping World Truck Se-
ries playoff race Friday, Nov. 2,
followed by the O'Reilly Auto Parts
300 XFINITY Series playoff race
Saturday, Nov. 3. The weekend cul-
minates Sunday, Nov. 4 with the
AAA Texas 500 playoff race.

Fans may purchase season tick-
ets and camping to all of Texas
Motor Speedway's race events by
calling the speedway ticket office at
(817) 215-8500 or by visiting
www.texasmotorspeedway.com.
Ticket office hours are 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. CT Monday through Friday, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, and Noon-5
p.m. CT Sunday.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Fans can

take in unique, spectacular views of
incredible three-and four-wide rac-
ing during Talladega Superspeed-
wayʼs tripleheader weekend, April
27-29, with one of many premium
seating upgrade options such as
the Paddock Club and Fan Suites,
with limited availability. Both are
prime locations with various ameni-
ties for the GEICO 500, Sparks En-
ergy 300 and the General Tire 200.

The covered Paddock Club of-
fers fans – from just behind pit road
- an up-close, birdʼs-eye view of
their favorite teams and drivers dur-
ing critical pit stops, which could be
the difference between winning or
losing the race. Whether itʼs for cor-
porate entertainment or for ex-
tended family fun, the Paddock
Club is the ultimate fan package.

With 2-day, Sunday only and
Saturday only options, the Paddock
Club also gives fans a front-row
view of the cars roaring through the
Tri-Oval at speeds of nearly 200
mph. All packages include:

• Breakfast, lunch and afternoon
snacks

(Continued Next Page)
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• Unlimited beer,
soda and water

• Built-in flat-
screen TVs to see all
the action

• One Infield Hos-
pitality parking pass
per two seats

Additional items
like the Pre-Race Pit
Pass Upgrade for
Sunday's GEICO
500 (includes access
to pit road, the Pre-
Race Fan Question &
Answer session and
Driver Introductions),

as well as a guided garage tour on
Saturday prior to the Sparks En-
ergy 300 are also available options.

Fan Suites are enclosed, cli-
mate-controlled suites with four lev-
els of excellent track views. Sit at
the countertop or bar and enjoy
food and unlimited drinks while
watching the best drivers on the
planet wheel their cars around the
mammoth 2.66-mile venue. The 3-
Day Weekend Suite Package is
available for $725 per person and
includes a Pre-Race Pit Pass Up-
grade to the GEICO 500, an official
souvenir program, flat-screen TVs
and one suite parking pass per 2
suite passes.

For information on all of Tal-
ladega Superspeedwayʼs upgrade
opportunities, visit www.talladega-
superspeedway.com/upgrades or
call 855-518-RACE (7223).

Talladega Superspeedway is
NASCARʼs Most Competitive
(record 88 lead changes in 188
laps), highest banked (33 degrees),
and longest track (2.66-miles), as
well as the most fun and fan-
friendly. Talladega offers something
for everyone, including hundreds of
acres of free camping, amazing
kidsʼ tickets and college student
prices, along with special offers for
military members and first respon-
ders. The historic venue, built in
1969, is deemed NASCARʼs “Party
Capital” thanks to the trackʼs infa-
mous infield, which features the tra-
ditional Saturday Night Concert
and the world-renowned Talladega
Blvd, home of Friday nightʼs “Big
One on the Blvd” party. Itʼs the site
of the most comfortable seats in
motorsports, large ISM Vision HD
video boards lining the frontstretch
and endless pre-race activities for
fans on race day, including special
kidsʼ VIP opportunities. Talladegaʼs
Spring 2018 triple-header race
weekend is set for April 27-29. The
weekend kicks off on Friday, April
27, with the General Tire 200 ARCA

Racing Series Presented by
Menards event, while the Sparks
Energy 300 NASCAR Xfinity Series
race is set for Saturday, April 28.
The weekend concludes with the 
GEICO 500 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race on Sun-
day, April 29.

For more information, go to tal-
ladegasuperspeedway.com or call
the Talladega Ticket Office at 855-
518-RACE (7223).

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Atlanta Motor

Speedway is gearing up once
again for the fifth installment of its
annual Summit Racing Equipment
Atlanta Motorama, the massive au-
tomotive festival celebrating any-
thing and everything with an
engine. In just over a month, on
April 28-29, the premier motoring
festival, one of the largest of its kind
in the Southeast, will again trans-
form the infield at the storied su-
perspeedway into a two-day
auto-themed extravaganza full of
classic cars, hot rods, rat rods, mo-
torcycles, RVs, a BBQ cook-off and
everything in between.

In only five years, the Atlanta
Motorama has developed into an
annual premier destination for
gearheads, families and auto en-
thusiasts alike, and it continues to
grow year after year. This year, Mo-
torama mainstays like the Pull-A-
Part Swap Meet, vehicle-for-sale
corral, autocross competitions, the
classic car auction, kidsʼ activities
and the enormous vendor midway
will all be back in action.

Meanwhile, exciting feature at-
tractions for 2018 include the actual
Cousin Eddieʼs RV from the classic
holiday film “National Lampoonʼs
Christmas Vacation,” an exact
replica of the Optimus Prime® truck
from the popular “Transformers”
film franchise, a Russian military
Tupolev “007” spy boat, a collection
of rare military vehicles, and much
more.

“The Summit Racing Equipment
Atlanta Motorama is one of the
biggest, most unique family-friendly
events that we host each year,”
said Ed Clark, Atlanta Motor
Speedway President. “The show
has a unique and expansive variety
of attractions, and itʼs an absolutely
fun, affordable way to spend a day
with us here at the Speedway.”

Motorama fan-favorites like BIG-
FOOT® and its adrenaline-pump-
ing car-crushing exhibitions, the
Show Car Garage with dozens of
national award-winning vehicles,
vintage trailers, competitions by
Hot Rodders of Tomorrow, the Pin-
stripersʼ Panel Jam and the Million

Dollar Salon featuring exceedingly
rare, high-dollar vehicles will also
all be back and better than ever at
this yearʼs 2018 show.

Plus, the Atlanta Barbeque Clas-
sic, a Speedway Childrenʼs Chari-
ties-benefiting event that adds a
whole new flavor to Atlantaʼs Mo-
toring Festival, will tantalize taste
buds, as many of the Southeastʼs
most renowned BBQ teams put
their recipes to the test in a winner-
take-all cooking competition with
$10,000 in awards and prizes on
the line. 

Participant entry into the Summit
Racing Equipment Atlanta Mo-
torama is open to anything with an
engine, ranging from classic cars,
muscle cars, custom cars, imports,
rat rods, hot rods, trucks, big rigs,
motorcycles and even boats and
RVs. Awards will be presented to
hundreds of participants, and all
participant entries will be eligible to
win a portion of the nearly $20,000
in cash and prizes handed out at
the show, including a Super Prize
Giveaway that features a turn-key
Chevrolet ZZ6 engine. Registration
forms are available now at www.at-
lantamotorama.com.

Best of all, spectator admission
to Summit Racing Equipment At-
lanta Motorama is only $12 per day.
Kids ages 6 to 11 will be admitted
for $5, and kids 5 and under will be
admitted for free. Camping at the
speedway is available during the
event, and full hook-up and dry
camping can be reserved for the
weekend. For more event informa-
tion and to purchase tickets, visit
www.atlantamotorama.com or con-
tact the Atlanta Motor Speedway
ticket office at (770) 946-4211.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - In keeping

with its “Fans First” commitment,
Speedway Motorsports, Inc. offi-
cials have announced a new part-
nership with Rally that will save
race fans valuable time and money
during race weekends at seven of
Speedway Motorsportsʼ world-
class facilities.

The multi-year agreement gives
Rally the title of Official Bus
Rideshare Partner for Atlanta Motor
Speedway, Bristol
Motor Speedway,
Charlotte Motor
Speedway, Kentucky
Speedway, New
Hampshire Motor
Speedway, Sonoma
Raceway and Texas
Motor Speedway.
Fans who hail a ride
on a Rally bus to and
from racing events

will travel to and from the track in
high-end buses offering cushioned
seats, video screens, restrooms
and the ability to bring coolers
aboard the bus.

“As our companyʼs service con-
tinues to expand, we found Speed-
way Motorsports to be a perfect
partner with which to build on our
footprint in the sporting world,” said
Numaan Akram, the founder and
CEO of Rally. “Rally believes that
we can do more as a group than as
individuals, whether itʼs reinventing
the future of bus transportation or
getting to something as exciting as
a NASCAR race.”

The ultimate driveway-to-
driveway experience isnʼt limited to
groups. Individual race fans can
enjoy a luxurious trip after lining up
a ride using the fan-friendly Rally
app, and store any valuables on
the bus for safe keeping. Cus-
tomizable routes will be available in
cities surrounding tracks, with dis-
count pricing available for those
who register early for rides.

“This partnership opens the door
for another enhancement to the fan
experience at seven of our Speed-
way Motorsports facilities. We want
to make it as convenient as possi-
ble for our fans to get to the speed-
way, make great memories and
return home safely,” said Braun
Smith, vice president of national
sales and marketing at Speedway
Motorsports, Inc. “As our official
bus rideshare partner, Rally can
make that happen at our upcoming
spring events in Texas, Bristol and
Charlotte."

Headquartered in NYC, Rally  is
crowdpowered travel. The app en-
ables riders to combine their itiner-
aries to reach their final
destinations with ease. From major
events to custom trips, Rallyʼs plat-
form matches high-end buses with
people planning similar journeys.
Riders select from preset trips or
create their own, digitally empow-
ering the bus journey from planning
to day-of logistics. Rallyʼs mission
is to be the ride of choice for people
uniting with their passions, and has
already transported hundreds of
thousands of fans to their favorite
events.
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Kingsport

Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN -

Kingsport Speedway
has rescheduled the
season opener be-
cause of cold temper-
atures and heavy rain
that is not expected to
let up on Saturday.
The cold start to the
spring season has put
a hold on season
opening Food City 175
that was slated for this
Saturday, March 24. 

Track officials
have worked with local

meteorologists and have been
monitoring the situation closely.
The decision to postpone the event
was made Thursday morning. 

“We are so excited to get our
2018 season underway, but with
looming weather we thought it was
best for our team, sponsors, and
fans that we make the choice to
postpone until next week, “said
Karen Tunnell, Kingsport Speed-
way general manager. “We canʼt
wait to kick off the season, so come
out and join us next Saturday!”

The postponement will allow
teams to get a few more chances
at getting their cars tuned in for the
season opener. Additional practices
dates have been added before the
season-opening event. The added
practice dates are Thursday, March
29, 12-8PM and Friday, March 30,
12-9 p.m. 

The schedule and event details
will carry over into next weekendʼs
race. Pit gates will open at 8 a.m.
Grandstands will open at 12 p.m
and racing will begin at 3 p.m 

For more information on
Kingsport Speedway, visit newk-
ingsportspeedway.com. Also follow
Kingsport Speedway on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram.

Mountain Creek Speedway
CATAWBA, NC - Following the

original race announcement which
created buzz across the country
amongst outlaw kart racers and
teams, Mountain Creek Speedway
has now opened the entry process
for teams wishing to compete in the
inaugural Clash at the Creek.
Through a secure form on the
track's website, competitors may
now enter and prepay their entry
fees to reserve a space in the inau-
gural event. 

To register, competitors should
visit MountainCreekSpeedway.com
and navigate the menu to the page
labeled as the Clash at the Creek
Entry Form. From there, quick entry

of information will allow registration
and payment of entry fees via
credit card. Parking and kart num-
ber preferences are assigned
based off of entry timestamps, plus
a 20% discount is available to
teams who register prior to May 1,
when the fee returns to its regular
$75.

"We've had a lot of questions,
new interest, and general excite-
ment about out event from com-
petitors, potential sponsors, media
and fans," said Adam Stewart, pro-
moter of Mountain Creek Speed-
way. "We're continuing to work on
things in the background to make
this event as big as we possibly
can, and allowing competitors to
begin entering will allow us to plan
for the proper number of karts,
parking spots and more. It helps
fans know who has committed to
racing with us, too, and allow
everyone to make their plans ac-
cordingly."

The 2018 Clash at the Creek is
the first nationally-recognized event
at Mountain Creek Speedway, a fa-
cility with over 40 years of racing
history in one of the most storied
regions in motorsports. Designed
after nearby neighbor Hickory
Motor Speedway, the 1/6-mile lay-
out is nestled in the North Carolina
hills in Catawba, North Carolina,
just a 15-minute drive from Race
City USA, better known as
Mooresville.

Utilizing off days during Char-
lotte's NASCAR Speedweeks prior
to the Coca-Cola 600 and following
the Monster Energy NASCAR All-
Star Race, the inaugural Clash at
the Creek is scheduled for Sunday,
May 20, and Monday, May 21, and
works in conjunction with other out-
law kart races in the region to allow
racers the opportunity to compete
for over $8,000 in winner's purse
over the course of one week.

"The buzz around this week of
racing was already healthy, and it
has gotten healthier with the addi-
tion of our event to the calendar to
start the week," Stewart said.
"That's part of why we have made
the entry process as simple as pos-
sible, allowing teams to enter elec-
tronically. We believe racers will
appreciate the effort and begin
planning their trips to the Carolinas
in pursuit of big money prior to the
start of summer."

The Clash at the Creek features
a $2000-to-win feature for the open
division karts (guaranteed $150 for
feature starters) with $500 on the
line for intermediate racers. Begin-
ner and Box Stock competitors will
also see track time on Sunday
when their features are contested

while open and intermediate racers
will be afforded the opportunity for
optional practice during the
evening. Monday night's racing
program will be broadcast LIVE on
Pit Row TV where fans across the
country can tune into see their fa-
vorite driver's journey begin. 

For more information on Moun-
tain Creek Speedway and the
Clash at the Creek, including a full
payout, rules, and how to enter,
visit MountainCreekSpeedway.
com.

Southern National

Motorsports Park
LUCAMA, NC - Enhanced pay-

outs will greet Limited Late Model
racers when the division returns to
Southern National Motorsports
Park on March 31st in the Easter
Bunny 100.

The Easter Bunny 100-lap Lim-
ited Late Model race will pay
$2,000-to-win and $200-to-start.  In
addition to the healthy payout, in-
centives are in place for the sea-
son-ending Thanksgiving Classic –
a $200 bonus for every race each
driver competes in if they win the
Limited Late Model portion of the
Thanksgiving Classic.  Further-
more, drivers who compete in
every regular season Limited Late
Model event will receive free entry
for the Thanksgiving Classic.

During the rest of the regular
season, each Limited Late Model
twin will pay $1,000-to-win and
$100-to-start, ultimately equaling
the total purse for the Easter Bunny
100.  The Easter Bunny 100 will be
a four-tire race, setting the stage for
racers to compete for the rest of the
season on their own tires.  The re-
mainder of the races will be two-tire
races.

“There isnʼt a better bang for
your buck in Limited Late Model
racing,” Southern National Motor-
sports Park general manager Char-
lie Hansen said.  “$2,000-to-win
Limiteds rivals some of the biggest
races in Limited Late Model racing.
I think weʼll see strong fields for the
Limited Late Model division all sea-
son long.”

The Limited Late Models will
compete at Southern National Mo-
torsports Park on Saturday, March
30th in a 100-lap feature, and will
compete in twin 40-lap races on
April 28th, May 5th, June 2nd, Au-
gust 18th and September 22nd as
the headline act in each event.
Limited Late Models will also race
in the Spooktacular on October
13th and in the Thanksgiving Clas-
sic on November 24th.

In addition to Limited Late Mod-
els, next weekendʼs Easter Bunny

100 features racing for the USAC
Eastern Midgets, Mini-Stocks, Leg-
ends, Bandoleros and Any Cars.
The green flag will drop on the
Easter Bunny 100 at 2pm on Sat-
urday, March 31st.

For more information about
Southern National Motorsports
Park, check out SNMPʼs website
at www.snmpark.com, “like” South-
ern National Motorsports Park on
Facebook or “follow” @SNM_Park
on Twitter.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Following his March 11th victory at
ISM Raceway, Kevin Harvick ex-
pressed his frustration with the dis-
connect between the short tracks
of America and the highest levels of
NASCAR.  ʻWhen I look at our
hardcore fans, theyʼre all sitting at
those short tracks and theyʼre
mad,ʼ Harvick said in his post race
press conference following his 2nd
consecutive win.  Since that remark
the NASCAR community has been
buzzing with talk of returning to the
roots and supporting local short
track racing.  Harvick, the 2014
Cup Series Champion, is backing
up his comments with contingency
support at Stafford Speedway in
2018.

Through his company, KHI Man-
agement, Harvick will present two
weekly bonuses to the SK Modi-
fied® division in 2018, both in
honor of Stafford Speedway legend
Ted Christopher.  Weekly, both the
leader on lap-13 and the 13th place
finisher will receive a $125 bonus
provided by Kevin Harvick and KHI
Management in remembrance of
Ted Christopherʼs number 13. 

“Iʼm glad weʼve been able to
start the conversations about local
short tracks and local racers,” said
Kevin Harvick.  “Most all of us
came from local short tracks, and
itʼs important not to forget where we
came from.  These tracks, racers,
and fans are an integral part of the
motorsports community.  It doesnʼt
take millions to make a difference.
My hope is to continue the conver-
sation with this contingency pro-
gram, because a little can go a long
way at the local levels.”

Stafford Speedwayʼs SK Modi-
fied® division is recognized as one
of the most competitive weekly
short track programs in the country
with weekly 40-lap events at the
Stafford, Connecticut half-mile fa-
cility.  Founded in 1982, the SK
Modified® division was dominated
by short track legend Ted Christo-
pher who, over the course of his
career, scored 109 of his 131 ca-

(Continued on Next Page…)
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reer Stafford victories
behind the wheel of an
SK Modified®.  The
racing community trag-
ically lost Ted last Sep-
tember just one night
after he thrilled fans
behind the wheel of his
#13 car.   

“We canʼt thank
Kevin Harvick enough
for joining our weekly
contingency program
and bringing attention
back to the grassroots
of the sport,” said
Stafford Speedway

General Manager Mark Arute.
“Kevin has stepped up in a big way
with this bonus, not only showing
his support of weekly NASCAR
racing but also honoring a short
track hero, Stafford Speedway leg-
end, and our friend Ted Christo-
pher.  All of us at Stafford are
beyond excited.  I know one thing
for sure, Kevin Harvick just picked
up a lot more fans in the North-
east."

Harvickʼs racing career began at
the Mesa Marin Speedway in his
hometown of Bakersfield, California
competing in the Late Model divi-
sion before moving to the Winston
West and NASCAR Truck series in
the mid 90ʼs.  Eventually Harvick
moved East and joined Richard
Childress racing where he com-
peted in the Busch Series and
eventually the Cup Series where he
won in his 3rd career start.  

The KHI Management weekly
bonus for the SK Modifieds® will
accompany 5 additional contin-
gency sponsors for Staffordʼs pre-
mier division and boosts the total
weekly purse to over $9,000, in-
cluding just under $2,000 to win.
Competition in 2018 will be strong
with a mix of youth and experi-
ence.  

Veterans like 2017 track cham-
pion Keith Rocco, Rowan Pennink,
Todd Owen, and Eric Berndt will
compete with a mix of young guns
including Chase Dowling, Ronnie
Williams, Matt Galko, Michael
Christopher, Jr. and others to crack
victory lane in 2018.  

To add to the deep weekly field,
NASCAR Xfinity Series regular
Ryan Preece is expected to run
Stafford as often as his schedule
allows in 2018.  The 2011 SK track
champion and current driver for Joe
Gibbs Racing was quick to show
his excitement for the Harvick
bonus at his home track.

"Having Kevin Harvick show this
kind of support to the grass roots is

very humbling,” explained Preece.
"All of us who race on Friday night
look up to a guy like Kevin Harvick.
To have KHI supporting the grass
roots and being a contingency
sponsor, goes a long way. It's mo-
ments like this that make me want
to work harder to win that contin-
gency.” 

The 2018 SK Modified® season
kicks off at the 47th Annual NAPA
Auto Parts Spring Sizzler® on April
27-29 where the SK Modifieds®
will be accompanied by 7 divisions
including the NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour.  Tickets for the
“Greatest Race in the History of
Spring” are on sale now at Stafford-
Speedway.com and at participating
NAPA Auto Parts stores.

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - An excit-

ing new era at Selinsgrove Speed-
way will begin at 6 p.m. Saturday,
April 7, when the Snyder County
oval swings open its gates for the
“Wide Open 2018” Opener featur-
ing 360 sprint cars and super late
models in $2,000-to-win 25-lap
main events. The pro stocks will
round out the racing card in a $500-
to-win 15-lap feature.

All the excitement and anticipa-
tion surrounding the upcoming sea-
son is being amplified by the
biggest change in the speedwayʼs
72-year history with the pit area
being moved outside the half-mile
oval to provide fans with a wide-
open view of the wheel-to-wheel
racing action!

“Several crews are working hard
to get the new pit area completed
on time for the Opener,” said
speedway General Manager Steve
Inch. 

“Lighting, fencing, seating, pub-
lic address additions, roads, a new
concession stand and a lot more
are close to being finished. As long
as the weather cooperates we ex-
pect everything to be ready for the
start of a historical season.”

Race fans are encouraged to
use the Route 35 Entrance and
race teams should plan to use the
newly-widened Sand Hill Road En-
trance to drive into the new pit
area. The former Turn 4 Entrance
will only be used to exit the new pit
area at the conclusion of racing
programs. 

Selinsgrove Speedway will hold
an open practice session 1-4 p.m.
Saturday, March 31, for any divi-
sion that will be competing at the

track this year. Grandstand admis-
sion on practice day will be free
and pit passes will be $20. Gates
will open at 12 p.m. 

The practice day will give race
teams an opportunity to dial in their
race cars, test out the speedwayʼs
new red clay surface, and get fa-
miliar with the new pit area layout
and procedures. 

The speedway will showcase
the 360 sprint cars, limited late
models, pro stocks, and roadrun-
ners at 6 p.m. Saturday, April 14.
The Pen Mar Vintage Race Car
Club will also be on hand April 14. 

The 410 sprint cars will make
their first stop at Selinsgrove
Speedway this season Sunday,
April 22, for the Ray Tilley Classic
paying $4,088 to win. 

Selinsgrove Raceway Parkʼs
2018 season opener for go karts
will be held at 7 p.m. Friday, March
30. Track gates will open at 5 p.m.
for the Good Friday program. 

For a complete schedule, the lat-
est news, results, and race status,
visit selinsgrovespeedway.com or
follow us Twitter and Facebook.
The track office can be reached at
570.374.2266.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT - For

the 4th consecutive season, Doug
Dunleavy of Dunleavyʼs Truck and
Trailer repair will present the Dun-
leavyʼs Gamblers Challenge at the
NAPA Auto Parts SK 5K.  What has
become one of the marquee events
on the Stafford Speedway sched-
ule, the 2018 running of the 100-lap
SK Modified® event will be the 5th
annual.  The Dunleavyʼs Gamblers
Challenge bonus has been posted
for 3 of the 4 NAPA SK 5K events
and has increased the base purse
by over $15,000 in 3 years. 

“I love the modifieds, but thereʼs
something about that race that gets
everyone excited,” explained Doug
Dunleavy.  

“The SK Modified® racing at
Stafford is the best weekly racing in
the country and the NAPA SK 5K is
the event everyone wants to win.
The Gamblers Challenge is fun be-
cause you wonʼt know who wins
the bonus until the end of the race
when the winner pulls the lucky
chip.  Chase [Dowling] dominated
last year and won nearly $6,000, a
few years ago Ryan Preece won
over $12,000.  This is a heck of a
race, I hope all the fans and drivers
are pumped up.” 

The Gamblers Challenge bonus
is unique in many aspects.  Drivers
enter the challenge prior to the race
by posting $100 which is then
matched by Dunleavy.  The more

drivers that enter, the higher the
bonus.  Last seasonʼs NAPA SK 5K
saw all 27 starters entered in the
challenge for a bonus of $5,400.  At
the conclusion of the race, the win-
ning driver draws one of four chips
designating the bonus payout.
Based on last yearʼs $5,400 pot,
the draw included: 

1. $5,400 Bonus to the Winner
2. $1,080 to each of the top 5 fin-

ishers
3. $1,080 to each of the 6th

through 10th finishers
4. $540 to each of the 11th

through 20th finishers
The result of the 2017 Dun-

leavyʼs Gamblers Challenge draw
was $1,080 to the 6th through 10th
place finishers, which boosted the
5th through 10th place payout to
over $2,200 each.  Cam McDer-
mott, the 10th place finisher,
earned $2,260 on the night.

“The NAPA Auto Parts SK 5K
has taken on a life of its own since
the first running in 2014,” explained
Stafford General Manager Mark
Arute.  

“We wanted to give the SK Mod-
ified® division a first class event,
something that teams circle on their
calendar each year and say, ʻthatʼs
a bucket list win, thatʼs a show we
need to be atʼ.  With great partners
like NAPA Auto Parts and Dun-
leavyʼs Truck and Trailer Repair,
weʼve been able to do that.  I canʼt
thank them and all our track part-
ners enough.” 

With a posted race purse of
$27,100 before bonuses, the NAPA
Auto Parts SK 5K is the richest SK
Modified® event in the country.
The winner is guaranteed $5,000 to
win but historically the winning
share has been boosted
by bonuses including a record pay
day of $12,825 for Ryan Preece in
2015 and $11,175 for Ted Christo-
pher in 2016.  The wealth is
shared throughout the field with
$450 guaranteed to start with the
potential of the Gamblers Chal-
lenge bonus payout reaching all of
the top-20 finishers.

“What I like about the bonus is
that it could go to pretty much any-
one, it all depends on the luck of
the draw,” continued Dunleavy.
“The 20th place guy could go home
with almost $1,000, last year the
10th place finisher took home over
$2,000.”

The NAPA Auto Parts SK 5K re-
turns to Stafford on Friday, June
29th for the 100-lap race.

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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