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Darlington Raceway Opens the Way
for NASCAR Racing to Begin the

2020 Season Again...Just Differently



Sundayʼs race at
the Darlington Race-
way was typical for the
70-year-old, egg-
shaped track. There
was very little passing
up front, a lot of loose
wheels and a bizarre
spin and crash by
seven-time champion
Jimmie Johnson.

There was no late-
race drama. Kevin
Harvick led 159 of 293

laps, finishing more than a football
field ahead of Alex Bowman
in second place.

And yet, the Real Heroes
400 may be remembered
as one of the most-suc-
cessful races in NASCAR
history.

It was such a relief and
success, Brad Keselowski,
one of the sportʼs biggest
critics called it a “Christmas
miracle.”

As the world slowly peeks
through closed doors and curtains
following months of seclusion and
uncertainty created by COVID-19,
NASCAR did what it does best –
got back to business.

The sport only skipped one race
following the Sept. 11 terrorist at-
tacks in 2001 and the show went
on as planned the week after Dale
Earnhardt was killed on the final lap
of the 2001 Daytona 500.

Forced into self-imposed hiber-
nation for 70 days, stock-car racing
made a thunderous return last Sun-
day. There were limited crews at
the track, no media access and no
fans in the stands. In fact, drivers
were ordered to stay out of the
garage area and away from their
crews. They went from their motor
coaches to the race car on the
starting grid and back to their motor
coaches after the race.

Everyone was required to wear
a mask and have their tempera-
tures read before entering the
track. And everyone was required
to fill out a medical form.

Harvick was the only one who
was allowed to make a pit stop at
Victory Lane before being exiled
from the property.

“Awkward,” Harvick said. “Usu-
ally you get out of the car and the
crowd is screaming and yelling,
react.

“There were two photographers
there, no team guys. I was able to
kind of get my team guys a nice lit-

tle elbow bump there as I left Vic-
tory Lane, tell them great job.
Those guys didn't get a chance to
take a picture with their car. Just a
lot of sacrifices that go into it.

“But in the end, in the big picture
of things, being able to do what we
did today, and that's race, is what
everybody wants to do.”

Race fans werenʼt the only ones
happy to see cars rim-riding the fa-
bled speedway again. NASCAR of-
ficials shared ideas with officials
from Major League Baseball, the
National Football League and the

National Basketball Asso-
ciation before the event.

The success of
the day may help speed
the recovery of a nation
starved for a sense of
normalcy.

“I think it's been a
lot of different folks within
NASCAR,” said
NASCAR Executive Vice

President and Chief Racing Devel-
opment Officer Steve OʼDonnell. “I
think some of us have talked to the
NBA. Certainly with INDYCAR,
World of Outlaws from a racing
standpoint. Talked about how we
would do things with the PGA Tour.
We've had conversations with
them. A lot of folks just talking about
what the best practices could be.

“I think everybody was really
looking forward to seeing how this
works. Anything we can share with
other leagues; we want to do that.
We certainly wanted to get out and
try and showcase our sport early.”

With its last race being on March
8, NASCAR will go into overdrive to
make sure there are 36 regular
season races. To do that, it created
a schedule that will include 32
races in 27 weeks. Itʼs so aggres-
sive and optimistic, the sport re-
turned to Darlington on Wednesday
for the Toyota 500 and again on
Sept. 6 for the Southern 500.

Drivers also will race 600 miles
at the Charlotte Motor Speedway
on Sunday, then come back to
Charlotte three days later for a 310-
mile race.

With the unprecedented race to
catch up already in gear, the sport
feels itʼs headed in the right direc-
tion – not just for racing, but contin-
uing a slow, calculated recovery.

“Racing this weekend was not
easy to pull off. It is easy to say that
but the reality is that a lot of things
have to come together,” Brad Ke-
selowski said. “I am probably one

of the first guys to criticize
NASCAR on a lot of things and
usually rightfully so but in this case,
they deserve a pretty big pat on the
back.

“NASCAR made some really
hard, tough decisions that brought
together a lot of different stake-
holders and found a way to make
this happen and make this race
weekend happen in spite of a lot of
obstacles. Because of that, I think
NASCAR is going to come out OK.

It kind of blew me away honestly
that they pulled it off, up until prob-
ably two or three hours before the
race I was ready for something to
go wrong. Like, all right, what is it
going to be. Is someone going to
be sick? Is there going to be some-
body boycotting outside the race
track? Nobody did. Nothing bad
happened.

“They pulled this thing off and it
feels a little like a Christmas mira-
cle.”
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NASCAR Gets It Right;
Racing Resumes

NASCAR today announced the
next slate of races in its return to
racing, featuring events at Bristol
Motor Speedway, Atlanta Motor
Speedway, Martinsville Speed-
way, Homestead-Miami Speed-
way and Talladega
Superspeedway. The NASCAR
Cup Series, NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries, NASCAR Gander RV & Out-
doors Series and the ARCA
Menards Series will all see action
in the newly released schedule.

NASCAR had previously an-
nounced that Darlington Raceway
and Charlotte Motor Speedway
would host the first two weeks of
racing following a two-month stop-
page of action due to the COVID-
19 outbreak. Like those two
weekends of races, the newly an-
nounced dates will also be run
without fans in attendance.

“As we prepare for our return to
racing at Darlington Raceway on
Sunday, the industry has been
diligent in building the return-to-
racing schedule,” said Steve
OʼDonnell, NASCAR executive
vice president and chief racing de-
velopment officer. “We are eager
to expand our schedule while con-
tinuing to work closely with the
local governments in each of the
areas we will visit. We thank the
many government officials for
their guidance, as we share the
same goal in our return – the
safety for our competitors and the
communities in which we race.”  

Bristol Motor Speedway will be
the next track on the schedule fol-
lowing Charlotte, hosting an Xfin-
ity Series race on May 30 followed
by the NASCAR Cup Series on
May 30. Atlanta Motor Speedway
(June 6 and 7) will feature a race
by each of the three national se-

ries, including a double-header on
Saturday with the Xfinity Series
and Gander Trucks.

Martinsville Speedway will then
host a mid-week NASCAR Cup
Series race under the lights on
Wednesday, June 10, three days
after racing at Atlanta. 

Homestead-Miami Speedway
will be next on the list, hosting a
NASCAR Cup Series night race
on Sunday, June 14, that will be
preceeded by an Xfinity Series
race earlier in the day. That will be
the second of two Xfinity Series
races at Miami, which will also be
part of a double-header with the
Gander Trucks on Saturday, June
13.

The announced slate will wrap
up at Talladega Superspeedway,
starting with an ARCA Menards
Series and Xfinity Series double-
header on Saturday, June 20, and
the NASCAR Cup Series on Sun-
day, June 21.

In addition, NASCAR today an-
nounced the postponement of
events at Kansas Speedway (May
30-31); Michigan International
Speedway (June 5-7), the
NASCAR Xfinity Series race at
Mid-Ohio (May 30) and the Gan-
der Trucks Series race at Texas
Motor Speedway previously
scheduled for June 5, as well as
the cancelation of all NASCAR
national series races and the
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour
event at Iowa Speedway for the
2020 season. The NASCAR Xfin-
ity race at Iowa Speedway sched-
uled for June 13 has been
realigned to Homestead-Miami
Speedway on Sunday, June 14.
Further Iowa Speedway realign-
ment dates will be announced in
the future.

NASCAR Announces
Next Slate of Events
in Return to Racing
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The date: March
8, 2020. The track:
Phoenix Raceway –
Avondale, Arizona.
The race: The 16th
Annual Fanshield 500.
The winner: Joey
Logano.

Fast forward. The
date: May 17, 2020.
The track: Darlington
Raceway, Darlington,
South Carolina. The
race: The Real Heroes
400. The winner:
Kevin Harvick.

Thatʼs the basic
summary of the last two
NASCAR Cup Series
races. A total of 70 days
between races. Letʼs
examine what hap-
pened and where we
are now.

On Monday, March
9, 2020 word spread
about COVED 19, the
Coronavirus, and the
pandemic that stretched
worldwide. Within days, our coun-
try was basically in a severe panic
mode over a virus that few, if any,
could identify. However, plans con-
tinued for the top three divisions of
NASCAR to travel to Atlanta for
their next scheduled races.

Changes in the schedule would
be announced. Only teams, crews,
and essential people would be al-
lowed at the track. Races would be
run with no fans in the stands or the
infield. All teams were at Atlanta
ready to go when the announce-
ment came. Races have been
postponed. Not only Atlanta, but at
the Homestead-Miami Speedway
the following week. The NASCAR
race world had stopped. For how
long, no one knew. Our country ba-
sically went on quarantine and
“stay at home” orders were set for
many states.

Teams could no longer go to
their race shops and millions of
people could not go to their re-
spective jobs. Only the essentials
were “supposed” to go out of their
home. What next?

Well, the world as we knew it
would change for the future. Word
of the amount of virus cases
spread quickly, as did the death
rate in several major cities. Major
events, from concerts to sporting
events, were either postponed or
canceled worldwide. The NCAA
Basketball tournament and the
NBA were brought to a halt. Major
League Baseball Spring Training

came to a close. Then, major sport-
ing events like the Masters, Wim-
bledon, Olympics, and others
suffered schedule changes or post-
ponement. America truly was in a
crisis situation.

So, what do you do? You stay at
home and learned to deal with life
as it was. Children were home-
schooled. Only basic travel outside
your “comfort zone” was for gro-
ceries, medicine, an essential job,
and necessities.

My life, like so many others, re-
volved around activities with my
family at home. Our television re-

mote required at least
one set of battery
changes during this pe-
riod. Iʼm sure that my
daily routine was not
much different from
thousands of others. I
clean out closets. I
went through boxes
and boxes of col-
lectibles and items
gathered over years of
being involved in vari-

ous types of sports. I found box
after box of photos that I spent
hours going through and sharing
with family. Each album reminded
us of a special event or memory.
Tears were shed when we found al-
bums of many loved ones who are
no longer with us. And yes, we
touched base by phone with lots of
friends, former teammates, and as-
sociates who we had not talked
with in an extended period of time.

We thought that our television
would provide us with many enjoy-
able hours of entertainment. How-
ever, many of the “prime time”
shows were reruns that, unfortu-
nately, we had seen previously.
Even the afternoon soap operas
starting showing reruns once their
“new” previously recorded shows
ran out. Thank goodness for cable.
I watched more older movies in one
week than I usually watch in a
month or two. But, each brought a
special joy to our family. If Bull
Durham, Major League, and Tomb-
stone were on every day, I think I
could still watch them over and
over.

Our family especially enjoyed
watching the old races, NASCAR
and IndyCar. Since I was involved
in most of the NASCAR races ei-
ther as a Busch representative,
media, or PR person, every race
held a special meaning. And, see-
ing brother, Dr. Jerry Punch, at his
best in the pits and the broadcast

booth brought back wonderful
times.

I would be remiss if I didnʼt re-
member the commercials. If you or
your family watched any TV at all
during the weeks under stay at
home or guarantine, youʼll know
quickly what Iʼm talking about. 

How many of you can sing the
Morris Jenkins Heating & Air Con-
ditioning jingle “Gently, Gently” by
heart. How many hum that tune in
your sleep because youʼve seen it
so much? How about the Geico
commercial with the sloth drawing
during a Pictionary game? That
look on the sloths face at the con-
clusion of the game is priceless.
And, letʼs not forget the Progres-
sive commercial with “Bigfoot, my
name is Darrell” in the woods. I bet
many of you reading this are think-
ing, “Yea, Iʼve seen all of those
commercials way too many times”.

To break my routine, I was able
to start watching all the NASCAR
ProInvitational iRacing Series
events. My kudos to the group who
organized and participated in this
“substitute” for real racing. The
commentary from Mike Joy, Jeff
Gordon, Larry McReynolds, and
the drivers was “spot-on”. Talking
with the drivers during the races
provided a little insight into what
they would actually experience dur-
ing a “real” race. This type of virtual
racing did provide two situations
that I certainly didnʼt expect.

The first came during the Bristol
iRacing event when Clint Bowyer
and Darrell Wallace made contact
early in the race. Now, this form of
racing allowed competitors to have
multiple “rests” and continue after
an accident. Well, Bowyer used a
reset and continued. Wallace, on
the other hand, decided to park his
car and not continue. His sponsor
failed to see the humor in his action
and proceeded to drop their sup-
port of Wallace and his team. Not
only his iRacing car, but his spon-

sorship on his regular ride in the fa-
mous 43. Amazing.

The second incident came dur-
ing a midweek virtual race where
Kyle Larson was competing. During
that event, Larson used a racial slur
that was heard by many watching
and listening. The next several
days brought suspensions from
NASCAR and his Chip Ganassi
Team. Then, sponsors and market-
ing partners began to drop their
support of the young racer. Within
days, he was released by Ganassi
and basically out of NASCAR for
the immediate future. Larson has
raced some dirt events, but his
NASCAR career is yet to be deter-
mined.

That brings us to Darlington.
With the rescheduling by NASCAR
of many of the races that were
postponed because of the virus,
Darlington last Sunday was the first
race back. Iʼll not linger on all the
rules and regulations that had to be
mandated just to hold this race, but,
needless to say, we all welcomed
NASCAR back in our living room.
Yes, it was so unusual to watch this
historic track hold a race with no
fans. However, the action on the
track and in the pits was certainly
competitive and entertaining. And,
with six more races in the next nine
days, hopefully, the world of
NASCAR racing will resume some
form of normal. Sure, it will be dif-
ferent. No fans and only a limited
number of essential people at the
track will be the norm, at least
through June. However, itʼs great to
see “real” racing again.

I can only imagine the many,
many hours of planning, discus-
sions, and legal issues that had to
be addressed before the first race
back at Darlington could be held. A
huge “Thank you” to all who had a
hand is getting our sport back.
Race fans worldwide are thrilled to
see NASCAR back on track. Even
if it had to begin “gently”.
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DENNIS PUNCH

Brad Keselowski (2) leads the field to start the Real Heroes 400 at
Darlington Raceway Sunday afternoon with a very altered return to
NASCAR racing. (CHRIS GRAYTHAN/GETTY IMAGES photo)



NASCARʼs return
to real-time action
Sunday afternoon was
a resumption of the
close-quarter, high-ac-
tion brand of racing
that fans have long ex-
pected at historic Dar-
lington Raceway,

culminating with Kevin Harvick
claiming his first trophy of the sea-
son in front of a robust television
and radio audience eager to wel-
come sports back.

The Real Heroes 400 was the
first on-track activity in nearly two
months after NASCAR suspended
competition because of the COVID-
19 pandemic. The return to track in-
cluded specific guidelines unique to
this unprecedented situation – no
fans in the grandstands, tempera-
ture checks at track, a limit on num-
ber of team members and of
course, social distancing. 

The competitive drama, how-
ever, remained as intense as ever.

Harvickʼs 2.154-second victory
over Alex Bowman was his first of
the season and extends his points
lead in the standings to 28 points
over Bowman. His only previous
win at Darlington came from pole
position in 2014, the same year
Harvick went on to win the series
championship. Sundayʼs victory
was the 50th win for the Stewart-
Haas Racing veteran, tying him
with NASCAR Hall of Famers Jun-
ior Johnson and Ned Jarrett on the
NASCAR Cup Series all-time wins
list.

Bowman, Kurt Busch, Chase El-
liott and Denny Hamlin followed
Harvickʼs No. 4 Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing Ford to the finish line. Martin
Truex Jr., Tyler Reddick, Erik
Jones, John Hunter Nemechek and
Matt Kenseth rounded out the top
10. It was the best showing of the
season – and first top-10 finish –
for the rookies Reddick and Ne-
mechek. 

“The first thing I want to do is
thank everybody from NASCAR, all
the teams, the whole industry, for
getting us back on the racetrack,"
Harvick said. “I think everybody in
this garage is so excited to be here.
I was up this morning at 6:00 a.m.
pacing around my porch trying to
decide when I was going to leave. I

was excited to get back in the car.
Today was just a well-executed
day."

NASCAR Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Chief Racing Develop-
ment Officer Steve OʼDonnell said
he was both proud and encouraged
by the success of NASCARʼs first
race back on track – and hopeful it
bodes well for a compressed
schedule that will feature 20 more
races between now and the third
week of June at a variety of venues
for all three of NASCARʼs premier
series – the NASCAR Cup Series,
the Xfinity Series and the Gander
RV & Outdoors Truck Series.

“As far as the vibe in the garage
area, I think everyoneʼs spirits were
really, really high," OʼDonnell said.
“They all knew the effort that this
took collectively to pull this off. This
was not easy, but everybody came
together in a real spirit of collabo-
ration. It was odd just with limited
number of people here and when
you look up into the stands, you
certainly miss the fans, that vibe,
that energy.

“I think the participants were
able to create their own positive
vibe knowing this was a big day for
the sport, knowing it was a day we
could showcase the sport to a live
television audience and hopefully
give some people a little bit of joy
to watch them race."

As good as the situation was at
the track “behind the scenes,” the
drivers turned in a typically com-
petitive day on-track with consistent
drama – and depending on who
you cheer for, some for the good
and some not-so-much. 

Seven-time NASCAR Cup Se-
ries champion Jimmie Johnson, for
example, was leading and headed
for the victory in the raceʼs first
stage when he collided with Chris
Buescher a half-lap before crossing
the finish line to claim the opening
stage win.

“Gosh, what I would do to get
that corner back to do it over
again," Johnson said. “Coming to
the end of the stage, I was just try-
ing to make sure I got a good run
off of Turn 2. I felt like I was going to
be able to exit the corner side-by-
side with him, things just went hor-
ribly wrong there.

And he added later on his Twitter

social media account, “Man, that
hurts. What a bummer. But thereʼs
a race in a few days and weʼll be
back."

That was the case for two of
NASCARʼs most popular drivers
who marked a return to competition
on Sunday – Roush Fenway Rac-
ingʼs Ryan Newman and Chip
Ganassi Racingʼs Matt Kenseth.
Both made their way into the top 10
by the raceʼs midpoint. Newman,
who missed three races after being
injured in the Daytona 500, earned
points in the opening stage and fin-
ished 15th – after receiving a pit
road speeding penalty. Kenseth,
who made his first NASCAR Cup
Series start since the 2018 Home-
stead-Miami season finale, finished
10th.

Both were racey and their com-
petitive presence well-noted.

“Overall, great to be back in the
race car, proud of how everybody
worked, not just our team, but
everyone in NASCAR to break the
ice on getting the world back in mo-
tion," Newman said.

Kensethʼs effort was also duly
noted.

“Hereʼs the thing about Matt
Kenseth, he should have never
quit," race winner Harvick said
when asked about the veteranʼs re-

turn.
“Matt Kenseth was winning

races when he retired. Matt
Kenseth is going to be a huge part
of that race team and making Chip
Ganassi Racing better. He's going
to be great for the sponsors."

Harvick, who drew the first posi-
tion on pit road, benefitted from the
location and ultimately credited his
work to a team that has helped him
to top 10s in the last seven years at
Darlington – nine of those top-five
performances. After his win, Har-
vick stood in front of the empty
grandstand and gave thanks to Dr.
Josh Hughes, whose name ap-
peared on Harvickʼs car as part of
NASCARʼs tribute to medical per-
sonnel who have so tirelessly
worked during this pandemic.

“Iʼm just really honored and re-
ally thankful for all of our front-line
workers, not only our doctors but
grocery stores, truck drivers, fire
fighters, police departments – you
name it," Harvick said. “All of you
front-line workers are the reason
that weʼre here today and our coun-
try is actually still running."

Next up for the NASCAR Cup
Series is Wednesday nightʼs Toyota
500 at Darlington (7:30 p.m. ET on
FS1, MRN and SiriusXM NASCAR
Radio).
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to Racing

Race winner Kevin Harvick poses in an empty Darlington victory
lane with his social distance mask and his trophy. (CHRIS
GRAYTHAN/GETTY IMAGES photo)



The ARCA
Menards Series will
resume its 2020
schedule with a return
to the race track at Tal-
ladega Superspeed-
way.

The General Tire
200 at Talladega will
run on Saturday, June
20, at 2 p.m. ET, and
air live on FS1.

"Talladega Super-

speedway holds a unique and spe-
cial place in ARCAʼs history, and
we are eager for the ARCA
Menards Series to return to action
on June 20 at Talladega," said
ARCA Racing President Ron
Drager. "We will continue to work
closely with the industry to ensure a
safe return to racing, and we look
forward to sharing the return dates
for the ARCA Menards Series East
and ARCA Menards Series West in
the coming days."

The General Tire 200 was origi-
nally scheduled for Friday, May 22,
but was postponed due to the on-
going COVID-19 pandemic.

All ARCA Menards Series,
ARCA Menards Series East and
West races through May 21, have
postponed as series officials con-
tinue to work with tracks and local
government officials to determine
new race dates.

The ARCA Menards Series con-
tinues working on rescheduling
races slated for Mid-Ohio Sports
Car Course, Michigan International
Speedway and Chicagoland
Speedway in June. The ARCA

Menards Series event at Iowa
Speedway remains scheduled for
July 18, as part of the NTT IndyCar
Series weekend.

Michael Self won the season
opener at Daytona International
Speedway on Feb. 8, and Chandler
Smith picked up the win at Phoenix
Raceway on March 6. Self leads
Hailie Deegan by 12 points in the
championship.

Sam Mayer won both the ARCA
Menard Series East and West
openers, at Floridaʼs New Smyrna
Speedway and The Bullring at Las
Vegas Motor Speedway, respec-
tively.

WATERBURY, VT
- American-Canadian
Tour (ACT) and Pro All
Stars Series (PASS)
officials have an-
nounced the 2020
Northeast Classic at
Loudon's New Hamp-
shire Motor Speedway
(NHMS) has been
cancelled. The inau-
gural edition of the
event will now take
place on April 16 and
17, 2021.

Despite the hopes of series offi-
cials, and a previous postponement
to May 8 and 9, it became clear in
recent days that holding the North-
east Classic in 2020 was no longer
practical. The state of New Hamp-
shire recently extended its State of

Emergency declaration, and indi-
cations are that New Hampshire's
Stay at Home order will also be ex-
tended beyond the current May 4
expiration date.

Furthermore, the U.S.-Canada
border remains closed to non-es-
sential business, which would pre-
vent the large amount of
Quebec-based teams and fans
who planned to attend the North-
east Classic from doing so. With
the current health and safety con-
cerns, and other postponements
and uncertainty throughout the
Northeast racing world making
rescheduling even more difficult,
the decision was made to wait until
2021 for the debut of the highly-an-
ticipated event.

"Unfortunately, a lot of things
racing-wise are beyond our control

right now," ACT managing partner
Cris Michaud said. "We want to
race as much as our teams and
fans do. However, the current cir-
cumstances won't allow for us to do
so in a healthy and safe manner.
Rather than continue to shuffle
such a big event around and try to
hit a moving target on the calendar,
we've decided it's best to hold off
until April 2021 and make sure the
Northeast Classic has the big stage
it deserves."
"Both ACT and PASS still are opti-
mistic about eventually getting the
2020 racing season in," Michaud
added. "When each of us has a
better picture about when racing
can start, we'll sit down and put to-
gether the best schedules that we
can for everybody."

ACT and PASS teams that filed
entries and reserved garage stalls
for the 2020 Northeast Classic will
have several alternatives. These
teams can carry their reservations

over to the 2021 edition or apply
the funds toward another series
event during the 2020 season. If a
team wishes to request a refund,
they can do so in writing.

Please contact
cris@acttour.com or passrac-
ing@roadrunner.com to inform the
respective series office which op-
tion your team has chosen.

For more information, contact
the ACT offices at (802) 244-6963,
media@acttour.com, or visit
www.acttour.com. You can also get
updates on Facebook and Twitter
at @ACTTour.

For technical information con-
cerning all PASS divisions, and for
media or marketing questions,
please contact passracing@road-
runner.com.

Don't forget to "Like" the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or follow
on Twitter @PASSSLM14 to keep
up with breaking news as it hap-
pens.

AR
CA

 Ra
cin

g ARCA Menards Series
Returns at Talladega

P.A
.S.

S.

2020 Northeast Classic
Cancelled



NASHVILLE, TN -
The racing event at
Nashville Fairgrounds
Speedway (NFS)
scheduled for Satur-
day, May 30th has
been suspended in
accordance with the
Metropolitan Govern-
ment of Nashville and
The Fairgrounds
Nashville, in response
to the COVID-19 pan-

demic. As a result, Track Enter-
prises and Champion Racing
Association have moved parts of
the May 30th event from Nashville
Fairgrounds Speedway to Lebanon
I-44 Speedway for an event on Sat-
urday, May 30th.

The race scheduled in Nashville
for May 30th was to feature the
North/South Super Late Model
Challenge 100, JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour, Van Hoy Oil CRA Street
Stock Series, Victory Custom Trail-
ers CRA Junior Late Model Series
and Vores Compact Touring Series. 

Track Enterprises will now be
promoting a racing event on May
30th that will involve the
ARCA/CRA Super Series, the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour, and the
Van Hoy Oil CRA Street Stocks at
Lebanon I-44 Speedway just out-
side of Lebanon, Missouri. The
event will include a 125-lap season
points opener for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series, a 100-lap season
points opener for the JEGS/CRA
All-Stars Tour, and a 75-lap special
non-points season opener for the
Van Hoy Oil CRA Street Stocks.

CRA competed at the three-
eighths mile Lebanon I-44 Speed-
way oval five times from 2013
through 2017 with the Masters of
the Proʼs special event for the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour. The last
race, July 3, 2017 was won by two-
time Nashville Fairgrounds Speed-
way Late Model Track Champion,
Cole Williams. 

Limited grandstand and tier
parking tickets for this blockbuster
event, showcasing 300 laps of fea-
ture racing, go on sale Thursday,
May 14th at 2:00pm central time.
Tickets can be purchased online at
i44speedway.net, cra-racing.com
or trackenterprises.com. 

The scheduled North/South
Super Late Model Challenge 100
for Template Super Late Models at
Nashville on May 30th, that was to
be tri-sanctioned by the ARCA/CRA

Super Series Powered by JEGS,
the CARS Super Late Model Tour
and the Southern Super Series, is
suspended. Officials are working
on suitable reschedule dates in
Nashville. 

The Victory Custom Trailers
CRA Junior Late Model Series and
Vores Compact Touring Series por-
tion of the event has been can-
celled. There will be no racing in
Nashville, TN on the weekend of
May 30th. 

For more about Champion Rac-
ing Association including the
ARCA/CRA Super Series,
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour and Van
Hoy Oil CRA Street Stock Series,
log on to cra-racing.com, Facebook
book at facebook.com/Champi-
onRacingAssociation and follow on
Twitter @CRAracing. 

To learn more about Nashville
Fairgrounds Speedway visit
nashvillefairgroundsspeedway.rac-
ing. Like NFS on Facebook by
searching “Nashville Fairgrounds
Speedway” and be sure to follow
on Twitter @RaceFairgrounds.

Birch Run Speedway
Cancels June 19th 

Victory Custom
Trailers CRA Junior
Late Models Event

SALEM, IN - Birch Run Speed-
way officials have announced that

they have cancelled all their sched-
uled events for the month of June,
including the June 19th event that
was to include the Victory Custom
Trailers CRA Junior Late Models.
With the current stay at home order
in the state of Michigan and no cur-
rent plan of re-opening sporting
events, the track felt it was in every-
oneʼs best interest to go ahead and
cancel their June events. 

Champion Racing Association
Powered by JEGS officials will be
working on possible reschedule
dates for the Victory Custom Trail-
ers CRA Junior Late Models and
will announce those in the near fu-
ture. 

Anderson Speedway
Postpones May 16th

CRA Event
SALEM, IN - Anderson Speed-

way officials have announced that
they have postponed the May 16th
event that included the ARCA/CRA
Super Series Powered by JEGS
and the Van Hoy Oil CRA Street
Stocks. 

Statement from Rick Dawson
Owner of Anderson Speedway:

“We have been in continuous
contact with high ranking members
of the racing industry and state and
local government officials. In fact,
our Madison County Health Admin-
istrator, Stephanie Grimes, has
been as cooperative with our situ-
ation as she possibly can. It boils
down to the State superseding
local authority during this crisis. We
continue to work with the highest
level of our state government to

find a safe solution to this huge
problem. Currently, we are permit-
ted to reopen our gates to specta-
tors again the weekend of June 14.
I believe that with the proper plan-
ning and input with all parties at the
highest levels we may possibly be
able to move that date up to the
end of May. However, at this time it
stands as is.”

June 20th ARCA/CRA
Super Series Event
Moved to Anderson

Speedway
SALEM, IN - CRA Powered by

JEGS officials have announced
that the ARCA/CRA Super Series
event scheduled at Flat Rock
Speedway on Saturday, June 20th
will not take place. With the current
restrictions in Michigan with the
COVID-19 pandemic, Flat Rock
Speedway officials and CRA
agreed to not have the ARCA/CRA
Super Series event at that track.

Anderson Speedway officials
have decided to use the June 20th
date to reschedule the ARCA/CRA
Super Series event that was post-
poned from May 16th. That event
will be an excellent opportunity for
competitors to get laps at Anderson
Speedway prior to the July 13th
Redbud 400. The June 20th event
will be sponsored by Mitch Smith
Auto Service and Perfecto. Addi-
tional event info will be released
soon.

For more information on all the
CRA Series visit www.cra-
racing.com.
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May 30th CRA Race Moves
from Nashville to
Lebanon Missouri 



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL -
NASCAR today an-
nounced the 15 nomi-
nees for the NASCAR
Hall of Fameʼs Class
of 2021, introducing
the Modern Era and
Pioneer Ballots for the
first time.

The NASCAR Hall
of Fame Class of 2021

will consist of two inductees from
the list of Modern Era nominees,
and one from the list of Pioneer
nominees – for a total of three new
inductees in 2021.

Janet Guthrie returns as a Land-
mark Award nominee, rejoining
Alvin Hawkins, Mike Helton, Dr.
Joseph Mattioli and Ralph Sea-
graves. Potential Landmark Award
recipients include competitors or
those working in the sport as a
member of a racing organization,
track facility, race team, sponsor,
media partner or being a general
ambassador for the sport through a
professional or non-professional
role. Award winners remain eligible
for NHOF enshrinement.

The Modern Era Ballot and
Landmark Award nominees were
selected by the Nomination Com-
mittee, which consists of represen-
tatives from NASCAR and the
NASCAR Hall of Fame, track own-
ers from major facilities and historic
short tracks. The new Honors Com-
mittee, largely comprised of all liv-
ing Hall of Famers, Landmark
Award winners and Squier-Hall
Award winners, selected the Pio-
neer Ballot. All votes were tabu-
lated by accounting firm EY.

Following are the NASCAR Hall
of Fame Class of 2021 nominees
and Landmark Award nominees:

Modern Era Ballot: 
• Neil Bonnett, won 18 times in

the NASCAR Cup Series including
consecutive Coca-Cola 600 victo-
ries

• Jeff Burton, won 21 times in the
NASCAR Cup Series including the
Southern 500 and two Coca-Cola
600s

• Dale Earnhardt Jr., 15-time
NASCAR Cup Series Most Popular
Driver and two-time Xfinity Series
champion

• Carl Edwards, winner of 28
NASCAR Cup Series races and
2007 Xfinity Series champion

• Harry Gant, winner of 18
NASCAR Cup Series races, includ-

ing two Southern 500 victories
• Harry Hyde, 1970 NASCAR

Cup Series championship crew
chief

• Larry Phillips, first five-time
NASCAR weekly series national
champion

• Ricky Rudd, won 23 times in
NASCAR Cup Series, including the
1997 Brickyard 400

• Kirk Shelmerdine, four-time
NASCAR Cup Series champion
crew chief

• Mike Stefanik, winner of
record-tying nine NASCAR cham-
pionships

Pioneer Ballot:
• Jake Elder, three-time

NASCAR Cup Series champion
crew chief

• Red Farmer, three-time
NASCAR Late Model Sportsman
champion; 1956 Modified cham-
pion

• Banjo Matthews, built cars that
won more than 250 NASCAR Cup
Series races and three champi-
onships

• Hershel McGriff, 1986
NASCAR West Series champion

• Ralph Moody, two-time
NASCAR Cup Series owner cham-
pion as mechanical genius of Hol-
man-Moody 

Landmark Award:
• Janet Guthrie, the first female

to compete in a NASCAR Cup Se-
ries superspeedway race

• Alvin Hawkins, NASCARʼs first
flagman; established NASCAR rac-
ing at Bowman Gray Stadium with
Bill France Sr.

• Mike Helton, named third pres-
ident of NASCAR in 2000; career
included track operator roles at At-
lanta Motor Speedway and Tal-
ladega Superspeedway

• Dr. Joseph Mattioli, founder of
Pocono Raceway

• Ralph Seagraves, formed
groundbreaking Winston-NASCAR
partnership as executive with R.J.
Reynolds Tobacco Company

“Remembering Ray
Lee Wood”

For decades people in southern
Virginia and beyond knew Ray Lee
Wood for the beautiful flowers
growing in front of his home in the
community of Buffalo Ridge and for
the sourwood honey that he col-
lected from his beehives. 

They knew of his prized Persian
cats and Siberian Huskies, and the

goldfish he raised in ponds on his
family property.

Others were amazed at his
knowledge of the Bible and his loy-
alty to the Pentecostal Holiness
Church.

And there were some that knew
the rest of the story, about how
Wood was an integral part of some
of the grandest triumphs in motor
racing history – among them victo-
ries in the 1963 Daytona 500, the
1965 Indianapolis 500 and the in-
augural American 500 at North Car-
olina Speedway in Rockingham in
1965.

Ray Lee Wood, who died May 5
at the age of 92, was the third son
of J. Walter and Ada Wood. In the
early 1950s, he and his brothers
Glenn, Clay, Delano and Leonard,
took on the world of automobile
racing with the same passion and
determination that they applied to
every task they ever took on.

Early in the Wood Brothersʼ ca-
reer, they worked on their race cars
under a giant beech tree, its limbs
serving as support for pulling en-
gines with a chain hoist. Ray Lee
Wood spent the last half of his life
serving as caretaker of the famous
tree, one that attracted visitors in-
cluding Edsel Ford II.

As the team began competing in
the series now known as Cup, Ray
Lee changed front tires and helped
prepare the Fords initially driven by
his brother Glenn but later driven
by some of the biggest names in
motorsports. 

Leonard Wood said his brother
could have added his name to that
list had he chosen to do so.

“Ray Lee could have been a
race driver as well as Glenn,” he
said. In 1958, on the sands of Day-
tona Beach, Ray Lee hit 142 miles
per hour on the measured mile in a
hopped-up street car, topping the
speed chart for that day.

When the Wood Brothers won
the Car Ownerʼs Championship in
1963 using multiple drivers, Ray
Lee Wood was the car owner of
record and the Championship tro-
phy bears his name. 

When the Woods scored the first
of their five Daytona 500 victories,
with Tiny Lund filling in for a badly
burned Marvin Panch, Ray Lee
played a key role in the teamʼs win-
ning pit strategy.

After the first 10 laps of the 500
were run under the yellow flag be-
cause of rain, the Woods saw an
opportunity to play a pit strategy
similar to those used in road-
course races today. They began
making their pit stops with the in-
tention of making one fewer stop
than their competitors. 

They also were hoping to run the
race on a single set of tires.

Firestone representative John
Laux and Ray Lee were in charge
of checking the tires. Both agreed
on each early stop that the tires
were good to go.

On the final stop, Laux wasnʼt so
certain. Ray Lee said the tires were
good for another 100 miles. His
brothers took his advice, and Lund
drove on to the checkered flag.

Wood played a similar role in the
Indianapolis 500, as he and his
brothers pitted the Lotus Ford
driven by Jim Clark. Again, Wood
checked tires on each stop, and
again the call was made to con-
tinue. The result was another major
win for the Stuart, Va.-based team.

That trip to Indianapolis was a
life-changer for Wood.

“When we were up there in Indi-
ana, I felt the calling of the
Lord,” Wood said in a 2010 inter-
view. “He had something else for
me to do.”

It was the same calling his
brother Delano, the family jack
man, would feel at the end of the
1983 season.

Not wanting to leave his brothers
in mid-season, in an era when
good tire changers were hard to
find, Ray Lee decided to stay on
through the end of that year.

His racing career ended in sto-
rybook fashion, with his old friend
Curtis Turner driving the Woodsʼ
Ford to victory at Rockingham.

That race, Turnerʼs 17th and
final Cup win, also was the final
NASCAR appearance for Ray Lee
Wood, who began spending his
Sundayʼs at his beloved church, lo-
cated near his home in Buffalo
Ridge.

Like his brothers, Ray Lee didnʼt
do things halfway.

“He started a rose garden, and
the next thing you know he had 500
of them, and then a thousand,”
Wood said. “He bought two expen-
sive Persian cats, Sam and
George, and kept getting more until
he had 50 show cats.

“He got into Siberian Huskies
and had giant goldfish… Whatever
he did, he went at it 100 percent.”

Ray Lee Wood lived in the same
house where he grew up, and in
his latter years was content with a
simple life.

“Ray never went back to the
track after 1965, but he supported
us all the way and always followed
our races on the radio or TV,”
Leonard Wood said. “He was
a great brother and a great all-
around person.

“I canʼt say enough good words
about him.”
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The silence was
different. An oddity
that confused a mind
used to Johnny Gib-
son calling the four-
wide salute and fans
yelling as loud as they
can in reaction to an
epic battle waged for
the glory.

However, it was
replaced by an unex-
pected sense, shared
by the few fortunate
enough to be in atten-

dance. A sense that you knew Fri-
day nightʼs World of Outlaws NOS
Energy Drink Sprint Car Invitational
at Knoxville Raceway presented by
McKay Insurance was big. Not in
the sense of a Knoxville Nationals
or Kings Royal. Bigger. Historic.

A 48-car field of the best Sprint
Car drivers in the world that in-
cluded the return of Kasey Kahne
and Kyle Larson, following strict
COVID-19 regulations, set by the
World of Outlaws, competed for
$10,000-to-win in front of an empty
grandstand and thousands of fans
watching live on DIRTVision des-
perate for Sprint Car racing. Des-
perate to forget for a few hours
about life.

The silence around the half-mile
track was an adjustment, but when
drivers fired their cars for the first
time in more than two months, nor-
malcy set in. And when their hel-
mets went on, the passion,
aggression and competitiveness
returned, knowing no difference
from before.

It showed during the 30-lap Fea-
ture. Last yearʼs Knoxville Nation-
als winner David Gravel, of
Watertown, CT and two-time
Knoxville track champion Ian Mad-
sen, of Saint Marys, NSW, Aus-
tralia, put on such an electrifying
show that you couldnʼt help but feel
like everyone watching at home
was at the track with you.
Every slide job the two traded for
the lead added another level of ten-
sion and drama. Then, with the
white flag in the air, Gravel stole the
lead from Madsen to win yet an-
other race at Knoxville with the
eyes of the world upon him.

“We donʼt really feel how many
people are watching, maybe tens of
thousands of people are watching
tonight (on DIRTVision) and hope-
fully that was a good race for every-
one to get their blood pumping
again,” Gravel said. “Me and Ian
just battled and battled and battled

… Itʼs just good to get back in a
race car and be competitive.”

Gravel earned his first small vic-
tory of the night by setting the
fastest time in Flight 2 of Qualifying,
however Aaron Reutzel set overall
Quick Time. Gravel dominated his
Drydene Heat Race and then fin-
ished fourth in the DIRTVision Fast
Pass Dash – won by Madsen.

When the Feature went green,
Daryn Pittman darted ahead of
Madsen for the lead and led the
opening eight laps before Madsen
tracked him down and powered
around the outside of him. Pittman
spent the next eight laps trying to
claw his way back by Madsen, but
the Australianʼs car was in love with
the black-clay and pulled away.
Behind them, Gravel looked to be
struggling after an early run at the
leaders. He fell from third to fifth on
a restart and came close to crash-
ing with Lynton Jeffrey as they
banged side bars going into Turn 2.
It took him a few laps to recalibrate
and work at building his momentum
again. He got to fourth by Lap 11.
Third by Lap 13. And the passed
Pittman for second on Lap 16.

With the same engine under his
hood that guided him and Jason
Johnson Racing to a Knoxville Na-
tionals win and sweep of the World
Finals at The Dirt Track at Char-
lotte, it only took Gravel another lap
to eliminate Madsenʼs half a track
lead. The two drivers then put on a
battle that will be remembered for
years.

Gravel had a run underneath
Madsen that was sure to give him
the lead, but a slower car running
the bottom hindered his exit of Turn
4, allowing Madsen to pull back
ahead. The two then traded slide
jobs each lap, but Madsen contin-
ued to carry the better momentum
off the corner to hold the lead.

With about three laps to go,
Gravel threw a desperate slider un-
derneath Madsen going into Turn
1. However, if he continued the tra-
jectory of his slider he could have
plowed into the side of Madsen.
Gravel thought better and cranked
his car sideways to avoid that out-
come. He then watched Madsen
fire down the backstretch to about
a half of a track away.

Gravel thought the race was
lost. A valiant attempt gone sour.
But in this unusual event, the unex-
pected was ever present.

Madsenʼs car got sideways off
Turn 4 coming to two laps to go.
That allowed Gravel one final shot

at running Madsen down. He
closed through Turns 1 and 2, but
not enough to set up another des-
perate slider the next corner. Look-
ing to cruise to his first World of
Outlaws win at Knoxville, Madsen
road the high side through Turns 3
and 4, coming to one lap to go.

However, Madsen, again, had
an issue trying to exit Turn 4, get-
ting sideways and killing his speed.
Gravel didnʼt hesitate to take ad-
vantage. He sped by Madsen down
the front stretch to lead his first lap
of the race and only had one more
to go.

You could hear the thunder of
cheers building in your head, even
though they werenʼt there in reality.
This momentous moment in time
was about to come to a close in
thrilling fashion. No matter who
won, it was going to be an exciting
memory in Sprint Car history. After
one final lap with no mistakes,
Gravel etched his name in history
once again and claimed a win that
may be remembered more than his
Knoxville Nationals win or any
other big win after.

“I donʼt know how,” said an
elated Gravel about winning after
the race. “Me and Ian made a lot of
mistakes. If it was a 25-lap race, I
would have lost that one. I was re-
ally good in (Turns) 1 and 2 on the
bottom, but man, I could not come
off. It was so treacherous, and he
was kind of running up the track
and turning down and getting more
momentum. If I hit my marks, I was
faster, but man, it was hard to do.”

Also, in an occurrence like no
other, fans and companies watch-
ing on DIRTVision donated money
for various contingencies through-
out the night – totaling nearly
$15,000 – and part of it brought
Gravelʼs win total from $10,000 to
more than $15,000.

On the other end of the spec-
trum, while Madsen had a great
performance, he said heʼs devas-
tated with the results.

“I gave it my all,” Madsen said.
“Probably made a little error there
at the end. Got my wing too far
back and I couldnʼt get around the
top of (Turns) 3 and 4. I buried my-
self a couple of times, which al-
lowed David to get by. You just
canʼt make a mistake like that
around him.”

There was a completely different
scene for Logan Schuchart, who
finished third — after finishing sec-
ond at the Knoxville Nationals last
year — and took the points lead for
the first time in his career by doing
so.

“Definitely a good start,”
Schuchart said. “Started off good.

We were quick right off the bat in
qualifying. Ran good in the Heat
Race. We have some things we
can work on to be a little bit better
in the Feature, but a great start to
the season. Thanks to DIRTVision
and the World of Outlaws for put-
ting this on and letting us be here.
And Happy Motherʼs Day to all of
the moms out there.”

There may not have been fans
in the stands, but Gravel knew they
were there in spirit, looking to the
stands when he did his wing dance
and then to the camera in recogni-
tion of everyone watching on
DIRTVision. The silence in Victory
Lane was different. But that didnʼt
diminish his understanding of the
historic nature of the event and
how good it is to win.

“For us to be the only race this
weekend and win it is just good for
everybody,” Gravel said. “Good for
JJR. Good for (team owner Bobbi
Johnsonʼs son) Jaxxʼs birthday. His
favorite number is five. We drew
that in the Dash. It was all meant to
be.”

UP NEXT: The World of Outlaws
NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car Se-
ries on Friday, May 22 and Satur-
day, May 23 will be at Federated
Auto Parts Raceway at I-55 for a
doubleheader event with limited
fans at both events.

World of Outlaws
Announce Race

Schedule through
Mid-June

CONCORD, NC - The World of
Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint
Car Series and the World of Out-
laws Morton Buildings Late Model
Series, together with their partner
tracks, have updated schedules
into mid-June in an effort to safely
“Return to Racing” in a manner that
allows tracks, teams, partners and
fans to begin looking ahead.

The World of Outlaws NOS En-
ergy Drink Sprint Car Series will
next race May 22-23 at Federated
Auto Parts Raceway at I-55 in
Pevely, MO, in front of a limited, so-
cially distanced crowd in events
paying $6,000-to-win on the Friday
night and $10,000-to-win on Satur-
day night.

On May 29-30, the worldʼs pre-
mier Sprint Car series will shift to
Lake Ozark Speedway in Eldon,
MO, for another $6,000/$10,000,
Friday/Saturday event in front of a
limited, socially distanced crowd.
The previously scheduled Jason
Johnson Classic will be held at a
later date.

In June, the World of Outlaws 
(Continued Next Page)
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Continued…

will return to Knoxville
Raceway, June 12-13,
as originally sched-
uled for the Brownells
Big Guns Bash, cur-
rently with no crowd,
but with the hope that
some fans may be
permitted by that date.

Events originally
scheduled for May 23
at The Dirt Track at
Charlotte, May 25 at
Lawrenceburg Speed-
way, May 29 at Lake
Ozark Speedway, May
30 at I-70 Motorsports

Park and June 3 at I-80 Speedway
have been postponed. Fans with
tickets to those events will be able
to use them when rescheduled
dates are announced.

The always popular June 5
event at River Cities Speedway in
Grand Forks, ND, and June 6 at
Granite City Speedway in Sauk
Rapids, MN, remain on the sched-
ule, with a final determination being
made closer to the event dates
based on local guidelines.

Next up the World of Outlaws
Morton Buildings Late Model stars
will head to the magnificent Jack-
son (MN) Motorplex for the series
debut on May 22-23 for
$6,000/$10,000 events on Friday
and Saturday provided Minnesota
opens on schedule on May 18. Fol-
lowing the traditionally DIRTcar-
sanctioned Dream weekend at
Eldora Speedway on June 4-6,
broadcast on FloSports, the Series
will resume action June 12-13 in a
$6,000/$10,000 Friday and Satur-
day event at Cochran Motor
Speedway in front of a limited
crowd.

The originally scheduled races
May 29 at Jacksonville Speedway
and May 30 at Tri-State Speedway
have been postponed.

Tickets to all limited crowd
events will go on sale in the very
near future and be available
through WorldofOutlaws.com. Par-
ticipant and Spectator Guidelines
will be enforced consistent with
State, County, City and World of
Outlaws procedures. Expectations
for all attendees will be communi-
cated in advance. The events at
Knoxville and I-55 will run with the
previously announced 48-car max-
imum field size. The events to fol-
low will require advance
registration, but field sizes will be
limited only by track-specific pit
area size, parking teams in every
other pit stall.

All World of Outlaws events will

be broadcast live on DIRTVision
and all events will be included in
the all-access DIRTVision FAST
PASS for just $39/month.  

World of Outlaws
Double Down on

Memorial Day Weekend
CONCORD, NC - There is no

doubt the 2020 Memorial Day
Weekend, Americanʼs annual kick-
off to summer, will go down as a
ʻWeekend to Remember.ʼ In years
past the holiday weekend has al-
ways had two constants that go
hand-in-hand: honoring and cele-
brating our veterans, and marquee
motorsports events.

This weekend, the World of Out-
laws will continue pushing that pa-
triot spirit to Americans from coast
to coast hosting the Drydene Dou-
ble Down Invitational, a two-state
doubleheader featuring the World
of Outlaws NOS Energy Drink
Sprint Cars and the World of Out-
laws Morton Buildings Late Models.

Both World of Outlaws series will
race Friday and Saturday, May 22-
23, in a pair of first-ever events
backed by Drydene and broadcast
on DIRTVision, with the NOS En-
ergy Drink Sprint Carsʼ much antic-
ipated short-track ʻReturnʼ at
Federated Auto Parts Raceway at
I-55 in Pevely, MO, and the Morton
Buildings Late Models making their
series debut at Jackson Motorplex
in Jackson, MN.

True to the name of the week-
end, Drydene is doubling down on
the purse for the Saturday night
Sprint Car and Late Model events,
making them both $20,000-to-win
(originally $10,000-to-win), as well
as increasing them to $1,000-to-
start. The Friday night Features re-

main $6,000-to-win, $700-to-start.
“We are proud to once again

partner with the World of Outlaws
and support the Drydene Double
Down Invitational,” said Dave
Klinger, President, Drydene Per-
formance Products. “We know that
Memorial Day Weekend is typically
the kick-off to summer racing. And
this year, these races are even
more meaningful to the sport and to
the fans. This is an exciting way for
Drydene to continue our strong
support of dirt track racing, whether
itʼs Late Models or Sprint Cars.”

Tickets for the two races at Fed-
erated Auto Parts Raceway at I-55
are limited in supply, and fans will
not be permitted to attend the
events at Jackson, but DIRTVision
will broadcast the entire weekend
live. All four races will be included
in the DIRTVision Fast Pass, which
is still only $39 per month.

“We are eager to continue our

ʻReturn to Racingʼ during Memorial
Day Weekend, and we are thrilled
Drydene has come on board to
double down making each Satur-
day night race $20,000-to-win,”
World of Outlaws CMO Ben Geisler
said. “While the events bridge two
different series at two different
tracks, our DIRTVision viewers at
home will be able to switch back
and forth between both races. We
will also be saluting our fallen vet-
erans in a number of our own
unique ways. It will be a Weekend
to Remember.”

The Friday and Saturday races
are full points events for both se-
ries, with Saturday races running
40 laps for the Sprint Cars and 60
laps for the Late Models. Broad-
casts on Friday and Saturday
nights from each track are ex-
pected to begin at 6 pm (CT) with
hot laps and qualifying followed at
7:30 p.m. CT with racing.
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CONCORD, NC -
World of Outlaws Mor-
ton Buildings Late
Model Series officials
are canceling the
three-event Missouri
swing that included
races Friday and Sat-
urday at Federated
Auto Parts Raceway
at I-55, as well as
Monday at U.S. 36
Raceway.

With current rainy weather
across the region and an outlook
for more continuing throughout the

weekend, officials were forced to
cancel these events today.

Fans with tickets to these events
will have
their MyDirtTickets.com accounts
credited automatically for use with
a future event. If fans would like a
refund, they can request one within
30 days.

The World of Outlaws NOS En-
ergy Drink Sprint Car Series will
race at Federated Auto Parts Race-
way at I-55 next weekend, May 22-
23. Tickets for that event are sold
out, but both nights will be broad-
cast live on DIRTVision.
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s Weather Forces WoO to
Cancel Three-Event Swing

in Missouri

World of Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car Series Schedule
Date Venue Crowd
May 22  . . . . . . .Federated Auto Parts Raceway at I-55  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Limited
May 23  . . . . . . .Federated Auto Parts Raceway at I-55  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Limited
May 29  . . . . . . .Lake Ozark Speedway  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Limited
May 30  . . . . . . .Lake Ozark Speedway  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Limited
June 5  . . . . . . . .River Cities Speedway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBD
June 6  . . . . . . . .Granite City Speedway  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBD
June 12  . . . . . . .Knoxville Raceway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBD
June 13  . . . . . . .Knoxville Raceway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBD

World of Outlaws Morton Buildings Late Model Series Schedule
Date Venue Crowd
May 22 ...............Jackson Motorplex...................................................................................................None
May 23 ...............Jackson Motorplex...................................................................................................None
June 12 ..............Cochran Motor Speedway ....................................................................................Limited
June 13 ..............Cochran Motor Speedway ....................................................................................Limited



BROWNSBURG,
IN - Replacing a previ-
ously scheduled
three-day visit to Wis-
consin with the IRA
Outlaw Sprints that is
now postponed, the
Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet
All Star Circuit of
Champions presented
by Mobil 1 will officially

launch its 2020 championship
points season with a two-day visit
to Park Jefferson International
Speedway in Jefferson, South
Dakota, on Friday and Saturday,
May 29-30. The doubleheader will
feature back-to-back $5,000-to-win
programs for the traveling All Stars,
also featuring the IRA Outlaw
Sprint Series, who will co-sanction
the trip to the Mount Rushmore
State.

The All Star/IRA meeting will fea-
ture not only a stout roster of full-
time representatives from each
Series, but also a highly-competi-
tive contingent of local and region-
ally-based talent. Full-time All Stars
expected to make the journey to
South Dakota, as well as ignite
their 2020 All Star championship
quest, includes two-time and de-
fending champion, Aaron Reutzel,
2019 Rookie of the Year, Cory Elia-
son, recent Park Jefferson Open
Wheel Nationals winner, Brock
Zearfoss, former ASCS national
champion, Sam Hafertepe, Jr.,
Pennsylvania Posse transplant,
Gerard McIntyre, Jr., Monrovia, In-
dianaʼs Justin Peck, former ASCS
full-timer, Skylar Gee, former two-
time All Star champion, Greg Wil-
son, 2020 Rookie of the Year
contender, Zeb Wise, and Series
veteran and multi-time winner, Paul
McMahan.

IRA full-timers expected to take-
on the All Stars include 2019 Series
champion and leading winner, Bill
Balog, Beaver Damʼs Jeremy
Schultz, the ʻBig Wheelʼ Scotty
Thiel, Scotty Neitzel, Russel Bor-
land, Jake Blackhurst and Joey
Moughan.

General Admission tickets for
Park Jeffersonʼs events will go on
sale exclusively online beginning
Monday, May 18. To comply with
social distancing recommendations
upheld by the CDC, only a limited
supply of tickets will be sold for the
Friday and Saturday programs and

pit gate passes will be limited to
participating teams only. Teams
planning to participate should reg-
ister online so respective paper-
work can be completed in advance.
Additional information pertaining to
general admission tickets and com-
petitor online registration will be re-
leased on Monday, May 18.

For those unable to attend the
events in person, FloSports, the ex-
clusive broadcast partner for both
the All Stars and IRA sprints, will
broadcast the events live on its Flo-
Racing platform. For more informa-
tion, visit FloSports.tv or
FloRacing.com.

In addition to the 410-winged
sprint cars, the IMCA Sport Modi-
fieds will compete Friday night and
the IMCA Stock Cars will compete
Saturday night. A top prize of $400
will be awarded each night to the
victor.

The All Star Circuit of Champi-
ons are actively seeking marketing
partners for the two-day visit to
South Dakota. Those seeking addi-
tional information should contact
pr@tonystewart.com.

Due to ongoing social distancing
policies and stay-at-home orders
still being implemented in states
the All Stars are scheduled to visit
over the next three weeks, addi-
tional events on the 2020 All Star
Circuit of Champions schedule
have been postponed including the
rescheduled visit to Lernerville
Speedway on Friday, May 22, and
Port Royal Speedwayʼs double-
header on Saturday and Sunday,
May 23-24. Series and track offi-
cials are working together to find
suitable make-up dates.

The three-day swing to Wilmot
Raceway, Plymouth Dirt Track and
Angell Park Speedway in southern
Wisconsin set for Friday through
Sunday, May 29-31, has been post-
poned. The Rayce Rudeen Foun-
dation race scheduled for May 30
has been rescheduled for Thurs-
day, July 30. The second annual
event will feature an A-Main purse
of over $67,000 with $26,000 going
to the winner.

All Star and IRA Series officials
are working together to find suit-
able make-up dates for Wilmot and
Angell Park.

The three-day visit to New York
scheduled at Outlaw Speedway,
Stateline Speedway and Weed-

sport Speedway on Friday through
Sunday, June 5-7, have also been
postponed. Series and track offi-
cials will monitor New York state re-
strictions going forward to
understand if and when the All
Stars can return to the Empire
state.

COVID-19 Pandemic
Forces All Star Visits

to be Postponed
BROWNSBURG, IN - In accor-

dance with Michigan and Indianaʼs
respective policies pertaining to so-
cial distancing and phased re-
opening as the result of COVID-19,
the Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet All Star
Circuit of Champions presented by
Mobil 1 visits to I-96 Speedway,
Gas City Speedway and Kokomo
Speedway scheduled for May 15-
17 have been postponed.

All Star and track officials will
continue to monitor the federal and
state recommendations surround-
ing the phased reopening of the
economy.

“While we are disappointed that
we wonʼt be racing in Indiana and
Michigan next weekend, we are
being mindful of the re-opening
processes in all of the states we
have an interest in,” said Tony
Stewart, owner of the All Stars. “We
had some very productive discus-
sions with the state of Indiana ear-
lier today and we look forward to
working together to reschedule
these All Star events later this year.
We are continuing to communicate
with promoters regarding our up-
coming schedule of events, as well
as pursuing options in states that
have been less affected by COVID-
19 and hope to be able to make
some announcements soon.”
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BATAVIA, OH -
With unfavorable
weather forecasts
holding steady for the
Wheatland, MO area,
the practice and races
at Lucas Oil Speed-
way on May 11-13 are
canceled, causing the
rescheduling of the

Lucas Oil Reopening Tour. 
We are adding an additional day

to Golden Isles Speedway on
Thursday (21st) and an additional
day, Monday (25th) to East Bay
Raceway Park. Each of these
races will still be fan-less, but will
be available for viewing LIVE on
LucasOilRacing.tv and for free on
the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries Facebook Page. 

For the latest breaking news visit
the official website at: www.lucas-
dirt.com.

Riggs Drilling
Solutions Adds Bonus

Money to
Reopening Tour

BATAVIA, OH - The resched-
uled "Lucas Oil Reopening Tour"
for the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series will now consist of six events
at two venues, starting with Golden
Isles Speedway in Waynesville, GA
on May 19th, 20th, and 21st, with
the next three events taking place
at East Bay Raceway Park in
Tampa, FL on May 25th, 26th, and
27th. The Lucas Oil Reopening

Tour will now have additional bonus
money up for grabs, courtesy of
Riggs Drilling Solutions. The driver
that earns the most points in these
six events and maintains perfect at-
tendance at all six, will receive a
$5,000 cash award after the final
event at East Bay Raceway Park. 

Riggs Drilling Solutions, owned
by Jason and Scott Riggs provides
general excavation and directional
drilling services for any of your per-
sonal or corporate needs. Utilizing
a wealth of knowledge and years of
experience, the family owned and
operated business specializes in
land clearing, driveway work,
spreading rock, and dirt work, as
well as installation of underground
conduit for various applications.
The Riggs family also owns Riggs
Motorsports, a super late model
race team with Tanner English as
their driver.

To learn more about their com-
pany visit their website: www.riggs-
drilling.com. 

“A very special thanks to Jason
and Scott Riggs, and Riggs Drilling
Solutions for putting up the $5,000
cash bonus to the driver that earns
the most points during the six race
reopening tour. It is very generous
of the Riggs family to offer this
bonus and give racers additional
money to race for during these
unique times - due to the COVID-
19 Pandemic,” stated Wayne
Castleberry, Corporate Motorsports
Sales and Marketing for Lucas Oil
Motorsports.

Lu
ca

s O
il 

La
te

Mo
de

l D
irt

 S
er

ie
s Bad Weather Causes

Rescheduling to 
Lucas Oil Reopening Tour



TULSA, OK -
Spearheaded by Terry
Mattox (TMR Promo-
tions), along with Matt
and Ashleigh Ward
(Ward Worthy Promo-
tions), the American
Bank of Oklahoma
ASCS Sooner Region
presented by Smileyʼs
Racing Products will
see action on Friday,
June 5, 2020, at

Creek County Speedway, located
just outside Kellyville, Okla.

The $2,000 to win, $300 to start
showdown is an open event to any-
one with an ASCS legal car, and at-
tendance will not be restricted. The
event will also include Non-Wing
Champ Sprints ($600 to win, $125
to start), and Factory Stocks ($300
to win, $40 to start). Rules for both
support divisions can be found
at http://www.creekcountyspeed-
way.co. 

Grandstands tickets are on sale
now at http://www.creekcoun-
tyspeedway.co for $15 until Thurs-
day, June 5. Admission day of the
race is $20. Children 6-12 get in for
$10 with kids five and under admit-
ted free of charge into the grand-
stands. Pits are $35. 

Pits open at 4:00 P.M., Grand-
stands at 5:00 P.M., and racing is
at 8:00 P.M. (CT).

Further events are in the works
for the American Bank of Okla-
homa ASCS Sooner Region pre-
sented by Smileyʼs Racing
Products. Any updates will be
posted as information becomes
available.

Creek County Speedway is lo-
cated at 18450 West Hwy. 66 be-
tween Sapulpa and Kellyville.

For more information on Creek
County Speedway, including a
complete lineup of events and di-
rections, log onto www.creekcoun-
tyspeedway.co or call (918)
247-RACE (7223) or (918) 838-
3777. 

ASCS Warrior/Sooner
Showdown at

Lake Ozark Canceled
Due to Rain

ELDON, MO - Already receiving
large amounts of rain overnight,
and looking at a wet forecast for
this weekend, officials at Lake
Ozark Speedway have made the
call to cancel events slated for Sat-
urday, May 16, 2020.

The race has been rescheduled
to Sunday, May 24 with the Racin-
boys.com ASCS Warrior Region
presented by Impact Signs,
Awnings, and Wraps in action
along with POWRi RaceSaver
Sprint Cars. The ASCS Sooner Re-
gion will not be a part of the make-
up date.

Tickets already purchased will
be valid for the May 24 event. Any
questions about tickets need to be
directed towards Lake Ozark
Speedway at (573) 418-0565 or
online at www.lakeozarkspeed-
way.net. 

Lake Ozark Speedway is lo-
cated at 50 Twiggy Ln. in Eldon,
Mo. More information on the track
can be found by calling (573) 418-
0565 or online at www.lakeozark-
speedway.net. 

Event updates will be posted
to www.ascsracing.com as well as
our Social Media Outlets on Face-
book and Twitter (@Luca-
sOilASCS). We will also issue

emails to our E-News Letter, which
anyone can sign up for
at https://bit.ly/3cTRbCq.

Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series at
Volunteer Speedway

Rescheduled
to August 22

BULLS GAP, TN - With several
events still looking for dates to
reschedule their 2020 events with
the Lucas Oil American Sprint Car
Series presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network, one has
been set as Volunteer Speedway in
Bulls Gap, Tenn. has moved their
date to Saturday, August 22, 2020.

"Talking with Landon Stallard at
Volunteer, he wanted to go ahead
and get a date set that way if we
are able to race, people will have
time to get it on their schedule and
be ready to go," stated ASCS
Scheduling Coordinator, Terry Mat-
tox.

Asked about any other dates
being announced, Terry stated,
"Right now, we have three other
tracks that are still looking at their
schedules and waiting to see how
this is going to progress before they
decide on when we can try again. A
lot of it would likely be before the
Knoxville 360 Nationals, so it's still
in that area of uncertainty."

As information continues to
evolve and the situation surround-
ing COVID-19 changes, the Ameri-
can Sprint Car Series will update
as quickly as possible in regards to
when promoters are allowed too
open and host events.

Event updates will be posted
to www.ascsracing.com as well as
our Social Media Outlets on Face-
book and Twitter (@Luca-
sOilASCS). We will also issue
emails to our E-News Letter, which
anyone can sign up for
at https://bit.ly/3cTRbCq. 
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It has been 74
days since the South-
ern All Stars Dirt Rac-
ing Series has been
on the track for the
first race of the season
at Cherokee Speed-
way in Gaffny, SC on
March 1st, but as the
saying goes, we can
see light at the end of
the tunnel.

The All Stars and
Thunderhill Raceway

Park Owner Jason Walker are join-
ing together to get started back up
with the 2020 season with a 50 lap
feature on Saturday night, May
23rd on Memorial Day Weekend.
The race will pay $5,000.00 to win
the 50 lapper with $400.00 to start.
Entry fee is $110.00. Dirt on Dirt will
carry the nights event for their sub-
scribers.

Jason of Thunderhill said "We
are so ready to get people back to
the racetrack. We have been in
touch with the local officials and

they said that they are ready for
people to once again get back to
their means of entertainment. I am
ready for our fans to get out of the
house and come watch a great
night of racing with us."

This will be the inaugural live
broadcast that Dirt On Dirt has cov-
ered the Southern All Stars. If you
are not a subscribed member of
Dirt On Dirt, go to their homepage
at www.dirtondirt.com and sub-
scribe and get all the latest break-
ing news on everything that is dirt
racing. 

Pit gates open at 3:00 CST at
Thunderhill with grandstands open-
ing at 5:00.
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The interruption to the 2020
NASCAR season as our country
and the world manages the
COVID-19 pandemic has been un-
derstandably disappointing and
disconcerting for racers, fans,
teams and the industry as a whole.
But instead of completely retreating
during this time of general uncer-
tainty, NASCAR and the racing in-
dustry at large have instead
responded immediately with ex-
actly the kind of huge pick-me-up
that is making a legitimate life-sav-
ing difference.

The NASCAR Research & De-
velopment Center, located outside
Charlotte, has turned its high-tech
capabilities into real life medical as-
sistance – manufacturing face
shields with its 3D printers and
even a prototype human head that
Wake Forest doctors and scientists
are using to research better treat-
ment supply options.

CORE Autosport, a team in
IMSAʼs WeatherTech Sportscar
Championship, is similarly commit-
ted to helping out. Its team shop is
manufacturing thousands of face-
masks for distribution across the
country. Technique Inc., a Michi-
gan-based company that normally
supplies chassis components to
NASCAR teams has similarly
turned its efforts during this pause
in racing to making face shields for
medical distribution and has
ramped up production to 20,000
shields per day.

Roush Fenway Racing has de-
veloped a special prototype “trans-
port box” that helps provide a safe,
workable barrier between a
COVID-19 patient and the many
medical personnel treating them in
hospital rooms and transporting
them on hospital floors.

When it comes to innovation,
rapid response and answering the
call, the sport of NASCAR is all in.

“I think NASCAR is in a unique
position across the industry and es-
pecially at the Cup level where you
have some of the best fabricators
and engineers in the world," said
Eric Jacuzzi, senior director at the
NASCAR R&D Center.

NASCAR
Industry Makes

a Difference
for COVID-19
Caregivers

OffTrack



Charlotte
Motor Speedway

CONCORD, NC -
The 61st running of
the legendary Coca-
Cola 600 will take
place on Sunday, May
24, at 6:00 p.m. during
Memorial Day Week-
end as NASCAR
brings live competition
back to a worldwide
broadcast audience
on FOX and PRN.
Due to continued re-
strictions on public
gatherings during the
ongoing coronavirus
pandemic, the race

will take place without spectators in
attendance. The May 16 NASCAR
All-Star Race has been postponed
to a yet-to-be determined date.

“Iʼd like to thank Gov. Cooper,
NASCAR and all of our state and
local government and health offi-
cials who have worked so hard with
us to make this happen,” said
Speedway Motorsports President
and Chief Executive Officer Marcus
Smith. “This has been a proactive
effort to put our motorsports indus-
try back to work and boost the
morale of sports fans around the
world, while at the same time keep-
ing the health and safety of all who
will be on site the top priority.

“As America fights its way back
from the pandemic and the eco-
nomic shutdown, weʼre proud that
one of the worldʼs most iconic
races, the Coca-Cola 600, will take
place on Memorial Day Weekend
as it traditionally has for nearly six
decades,” said Smith. “As one of
the first races back on television,
the Coca-Cola 600 will be part of
Americaʼs broadcast coming-out
party for live, major-league sports
competition. Sports fans around
the world need this -- a return to
some sense of normalcy with live
sports on TV -- and NASCAR is
uniquely positioned to deliver it
from a competition standpoint.

“Like our fans, we are disap-
pointed that they cannot join us at
Charlotte Motor Speedway for the
race, but we understand these are
unprecedented circumstances dic-
tated by whatʼs best for the health
and safety of the general public,”
Smith added. “We ask every race
fan to tune in with us to FOX to cel-
ebrate another historic Coca-Cola
600 and salute our U.S. Armed
Forces on Memorial Day Week-
end.”

NASCAR and Charlotte Motor
Speedway have developed a com-
prehensive plan reviewed by state
and local health agencies to protect

the health and safety of the com-
petitors, crew members, employ-
ees and broadcast crews that will
produce the race. The plan in-
cludes limiting overall personnel,
pre-event screening, social dis-
tancing on site, using personal pro-
tective equipment and sanitizing
areas of the facility both before and
during the event.

Also included on NASCARʼs re-
vised race event schedule without
spectators, the May 23 Alsco 300
NASCAR Xfinity Series Race has
been postponed to Monday, May
25 at 7:30 p.m., while the May 15
N.C. Education Lottery 200
NASCAR Gander Outdoors Truck
Series race has been postponed to
Tuesday, May 26, at 8:00 p.m. Both
events will be telecast on FSI. The
May 22 General Tire 150 ARCA
race and May 23 United Rentals
Patriot Nationals World of Outlaws
race have been postponed to yet-
to-be-determined dates.

TICKETS: Coca-Cola 600 and
NASCAR All-Star Race weekend
ticket holders on file may choose to
receive an event credit for the full
amount paid plus an additional 20
percent, or choose to receive a full
refund of their purchase price.* The
event credit can be applied toward
any admissions, including, but not
limited to, grandstand seating, in-
field tickets, camping, fan hospital-
ity and pit passes. The 120-percent
event credit can be used during the
remaining 2020 or 2021 seasons
for a NASCAR sanctioned event at
any Speedway Motorsports owned
track, subject to availability.

Fans are advised to keep their
current tickets and asked to com-
plete an exchange request form at
www.charlottemotorspeedway.com
to start the process. Exchange
credit or refund requests must be
made within 30 days. Ticket office
representatives will follow up with
fans within three weeks regarding
the status of their request. Ticket
holders should email tickets@char-
lottemotorspeedway.com or call 1-
800-455-FANS (3267) with further
questions.

*shipping, handling and services
fees not included in event credits or
refunds

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - When a

student begins their education jour-
ney, the finish line comes at gradu-
ation when they are able to walk
across the stage of the Ocean Cen-
ter and receive their high school
diploma. For the Flagler-Palm
Coast and Matanzas High School
students in Flagler County, that is
not possible at this time due to the

restrictions in place as the entire
world fights the spread of COVID-
19.

However, these graduates will
see the finish line when they are
handed their diplomas as they ride
across the iconic black-and-white
checkered start/finish line inside
Daytona International Speedway
on May 31st.

Thanks to the generosity of the
France family, Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway, and NASCAR,
the “World Center of Racing” will
play host to both Flagler County
high schools. Matanzas High
Schoolʼs ceremony begins at 11:00
a.m. while Flagler-Palm Coast High
Schoolʼs ceremony starts at 4:00
p.m.

Superintendent James Tager
says, “We had a committee made
up of students, school administra-
tors, district staff, and a member of
the School Board. All of the mem-
bers on this committee were deter-
mined to find a way for our
graduates to have their ceremony
as close to the original May 28th
date as possible. Without the won-
derful team at Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway, we probably
would not have been able to do
that.”

Chip Wile, President of Daytona
International Speedway adds, “The
France family has been committed
to supporting our local schools in
any way they can. We are unique
in that we can comfortably accom-
modate these schools and provide
an unforgettable experience for
these graduates. We are honored
to host these graduates and their
families for this special occasion.”

The ad-hoc Graduation Commit-
tee met several times throughout
the month of April and discussed a
number of scenarios and solutions.
The students on the committee
were determined to keep gradua-
tion in late May so the majority of
their classmates have the opportu-
nity to attend before they head off
to college, begin a career, or mili-
tary service. They wanted to avoid
setting a date later in the summer
with the possibility of moving it
again should the state not be ready
to ease the social distancing rules
now in place. They also stated they
were “virtualed” out, so any type of
virtual graduation ceremony was
off the table. This class has gone
through school closures caused by
three hurricanes and a global pan-
demic so they all envisioned a “his-
toric ceremony” to close out their
high school careers. When pre-
sented with the offer from Daytona
International Speedway, the soon-
to-be graduates were excited at the

prospect of taking a “victory lap” as
they end this chapter of their lives.

Hunter Perez is the Student
School Board Member from Matan-
zas High School and is on the
Graduation Committee. On this de-
cision, he says, “Graduating at
Daytona International Speedway is
beyond anything I ever could have
imagined when we started talking
about alternate graduations! No
one else in the nation has ever
done anything like this! I am very
excited and thankful to Flagler
Schools for putting students first
and to Daytona International
Speedway for making the facility
available to us.”  

Flagler-Palm Coast High
Schoolʼs Student Board Member
Shelcey Garcia adds, “Life has
challenges; the best way to perse-
vere is to show how you work
through it, despite it being new and
different. Itʼs important to remem-
ber that thereʼs always positivity in
tough times. The FPC Class of
2020 will be remembered as those
who persevered and created hope
out of a time where we felt hope-
less. For our class to be able to go
out on such a high note at such an
amazing venue is so exciting.” 

Representatives from the two
high schools as well as the District
are now meeting with track officials
to go over the logistics of the cere-
monies. There are a few details
which need to be ironed out but
what we know now is: each cere-
mony will be simulcast via radio in-
side the facility and live-streamed
on the FlaglerSchools.com website
and there is only one vehicle per-
mitted for each graduate and their
family. Additionally, all in atten-
dance must remain in their vehi-
cles. While this type of ceremony
allows these students to come to-
gether one last time, we still must
adhere to the CDC guidelines. Ad-
ditional details and procedures will
be released to our seniors and their
families in the coming weeks.

Martinsville Speedway
MARTINSVILLE, VA - Mar-

tinsville Speedway (Martinsville)
will host the Blue-Emu Maximum
Pain Relief 500 NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race on Wednesday, June 10
at 7:00 p.m. This will be the first
Cup night race in the 73-year his-
tory of The Half-Mile of Mayhem. 

NASCAR and Martinsville have
worked closely with public health
officials, medical experts and state
and federal officials throughout the
development of a realigned
NASCAR schedule to ensure the
safety of competitors, staff, and the 

(Continued Next Page)
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local community. The
Blue-Emu Maximum
Pain Relief 500 will
run without fans in at-
tendance, and will be
broadcast nationally
on FS1, MRN, and Sir-
iusXM NASCAR
Radio on June 10 at
7:00 p.m. 

“This will be a his-
toric night for
NASCAR and Mar-
tinsville Speedway as
we turn on the lights to
host a NASCAR Cup
Series for the first time

in our 73-year history,” said Mar-
tinsville President Clay Campbell.
“As a sport, we have worked
closely with federal, state, local and
public health officials to ensure the
safety of the competitors, staff, and
our local community. While we will
miss hosting our loyal Martinsville
race fans for the Blue-Emu Maxi-
mum Pain Relief 500, we hope to
welcome fans back for the penulti-
mate races of the NASCAR season
this fall.”

Martinsvilleʼs spring race week-
end originally scheduled for May 8-
9 had been postponed on April 17
on account of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. As a result, the MAXPRO
Window Films 200 NASCAR Whe-
len Modified Tour race, originally
scheduled for May 8, has been
canceled with plans to reschedule
for 2021. 

Ticketholders for the Martinsville
spring Cup and Whelen Modified
race may elect to receive a credit
for the full amount plus an addi-
tional 20% of the total amount paid
to apply towards future race
events, including, but not limited to,
grandstand seating, camping, fan
hospitality, and pit passes. The
120% event credit can be used in a
single transaction during the re-
mainder of the 2020 season and
entire 2021 season for a NASCAR
sanctioned event at any NASCAR-
owned tracks, subject to availabil-
ity. For additional details or other
options, fans can visit martinsville-
speedway.com/assistance.
Martinsville 2020 Season

NASCAR tickets are available
for purchase in-person at the Mar-
tinsville Ticket Office, via phone at
877-RACE-TIX, or online at mar-
tinsvillespeedway.com.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - As part of

NASCARʼs revised 2020 schedule,
the 60th running of the historic
Food City 500 will be held on Sun-

day, May 31, at 3:30 p.m. at iconic
Bristol Motor Speedway. In the
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the race will take place on the
famed all-concrete high-banks
without spectators in attendance as
part of NASCARʼs effort to bring
live competition back to a world-
wide broadcast audience on FOX
and PRN.

“On behalf of everyone at Bristol
Motor Speedway, we sincerely ap-
preciate the efforts of Tennessee
Governor Bill Lee, NASCAR and all
of our state and local government
and health officials who guided and
patiently worked with us to make
this happen,” said Jerry Caldwell,
executive vice president and gen-
eral manager, Bristol Motor Speed-
way. “This has been a collaborative
and very proactive effort to put our
motorsports industry back to work
and boost the morale of sports fans
around the world, while at the same
time keeping the health and safety
of all who will be on site the top pri-
ority.”

NASCAR and Bristol Motor
Speedway have developed a com-
prehensive plan reviewed by state
and local health agencies to protect
the health and safety of the com-
petitors, crew members, employ-
ees and broadcast crews that will
produce the race. The plan in-
cludes limiting overall personnel,
pre-event screening, social dis-
tancing on site, using personal pro-
tection equipment and sanitizing
areas of the facility both before and
during the event.

"Tennessee is proud to welcome
NASCAR back to action in a way
that both protects public health and
gives fans the opportunity to watch
the sport they love," said Ten-
nessee Governor Bill Lee. "This
pandemic has forced all industries
to adapt in innovative ways, and I
applaud NASCAR and Bristol
Motor Speedway for their thought-
ful approach to bring back racing in
a safe way."

Also included on NASCARʼs re-
vised race event schedule without
spectators is the Cheddarʼs 300
presented by Alsco NASCAR Xfin-
ity Series Race, rescheduled for
Saturday, May 30 at 3:30 p.m. That
race will be broadcast on both FS1
and PRN.

“Like our fans, we are extremely
disappointed that they will not be
able join us at The Last Great
Colosseum for the race, but we un-
derstand these are unprecedented
circumstances dictated by whatʼs
best for the health and safety of the
general public,” Caldwell said. “We
ask every race fan to please tune
in and watch Saturdayʼs Cheddarʼs

300 presented by Alsco on FS1
and the milestone 60th running of
the Food City 500 Sunday on FOX
from the comfort of their homes.

“As America fights its way back
from the pandemic and the eco-
nomic shutdown, weʼre proud to be
one of the first major sports back
on television,” Caldwell added.
“The 60th running of the Food City
500 will be history making as
NASCAR is uniquely positioned to
return to competition for its dedi-
cated fan base and weʼre proud to
do our part at Bristol Motor Speed-
way.”

Food City 500 weekend tick-
etholders on file may choose to re-
ceive an event credit for the full
amount paid plus an additional 20
percent, or choose to receive a full
refund of their purchase price.

* The event credit can be applied
toward any admissions, including,
but not limited to, grandstand seat-
ing, suite and premium tickets,
camping, fan hospitality and pit
passes. The 120-percent event
credit can be used during the re-
maining 2020 or 2021 seasons for
a NASCAR sanctioned event con-
ducted with fans at any Speedway
Motorsports owned track, subject
to availability.

Fans are advised to keep their
current tickets and asked to com-
plete an exchange request form at
www.bristolmotorspeedway.com to
start the process. Ticket office rep-
resentatives will follow up with fans
within four weeks regarding the sta-
tus of their request. Ticketholders
should email tickets@bristolmotor-
speedway.com or call 1-866-415-
4158 with further questions.

*Shipping, handling and serv-
ices fees not included in event
credits or refunds. Ticketholders
have 30 days to request a refund;
those who do not request a refund
will automatically receive the 120-
percent credit.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - As part of

NASCARʼs revised 2020 schedule,
the Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 –
originally scheduled for March 15,
2020 - will take place at Atlanta
Motor Speedway on Sunday, June
7, at 3:00 p.m. Due to
the ongoing coron-
avirus pandemic, the
race will take place
without spectators in
attendance as part of
NASCARʼs effort to
bring live competition
back to a worldwide
broadcast audience
on FOX and PRN.

“Iʼd like to thank

Gov. Brian Kemp and every one of
the state and local health officials
that weʼve worked with to develop
a plan to get back to racing,” said
AMS Executive Vice President and
General Manager Brandon Hutchi-
son. “When NASCAR comes to At-
lanta Motor Speedway, the eyes of
the entire sports world will be on
Georgia for the Folds of Honor
QuikTrip 500 and we intend to put
on a great show.”

NASCAR and Atlanta Motor
Speedway have developed a com-
prehensive plan reviewed by state
and local health agencies to protect
the health and safety of the com-
petitors, crew members, speedway
employees and broadcast crews
that will produce the race. The plan
includes limiting overall personnel,
pre-event health screening, social
distancing on site, using personal
protection equipment (PPE) and
sanitizing areas of the facility both
before and during the event.

“I want to thank our partners with
NASCAR and Atlanta Motor
Speedway for adapting to protect
public health throughout our fight
with COVID-19,” said Georgia Gov-
ernor Brian Kemp. “As we continue
the measured process of reopening
our state, I am confident in their
plan to return to racing safely, and
Iʼm excited to join with patrons
across the country in celebrating
the Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500
come June.”

“Our goal at Atlanta Motor
Speedway is to provide fans with a
weekend of fun and great memo-
ries, so itʼs tremendously disap-
pointing that the circumstances
surrounding the pandemic will pre-
vent us from hosting spectators,”
said Hutchison. “When fans can
join us again for a NASCAR week-
end, weʼll be extremely motivated
to provide every customer with an
unforgettable experience. In the
meantime, I hope the Folds of
Honor QuikTrip 500 broadcast on
FOX brings people joy and excite-
ment during a challenging time.”

Also included on NASCARʼs re-
vised race schedule without spec-
tators, the unique Atlanta
doubleheader featuring the 
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EchoPark 250
NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries race and the Vet
Tix/Camping World
200 NASCAR Gander
RV & Outdoors Truck
Series race will be run
on Saturday, June 6.
The twin bill begins at
1:00 p.m. on FS1 and
MRN for the Vet
Tix/Camping World
200 and concludes
with the EchoPark 250
at 4:30 p.m. on FOX
and PRN.

TICKETS: Folds
of Honor QuikTrip 500 weekend
ticketholders on file may choose to
receive an event credit for the full
amount paid plus an additional 20
percent, or choose to receive a full
refund of their purchase price.* The
event credit can be applied toward
any admissions, including, but not
limited to, grandstand seating, in-
field tickets, camping, fan hospital-
ity and pit passes. The 120-percent
event credit can be used during the
remaining 2020 or 2021 seasons
for a NASCAR sanctioned event at
any Speedway Motorsports owned
track, subject to availability.

All fans are advised to hold their
current tickets and asked to com-
plete an exchange request form at
AtlantaMotorSpeedway.com/ex-
change/ to start the process. Ticket
office representatives will follow up
with fans within three weeks re-
garding the status of their request.
Ticketholders should email am-
stix@atlantamotorspeedway.com
or call 1-877-9-AMS-TIX (1-877-
926-7849) with further questions.

*shipping, handling and services
fees not included in event credits or
refunds. Ticketholders will auto-
matically receive a 120% credit un-
less they elect to receive a cash
refund by June 14th.

FOLLOW US: Keep track of all
of Atlanta Motor Speedwayʼs
events by following on Twitter and
Instagram or become a Facebook
fan. Keep up with all the latest
news and information with the At-
lanta Motor Speedway mobile app.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Raceway will host the high school
graduation ceremonies for Jim
Thorpe Area High School, Pocono
Mountain East High School and
Pocono Mountain West High
School. All ceremonies will be held
in accordance with social distanc-
ing requirements set by the Penn-
sylvania Department of Health and

the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention. 

Pocono Raceway will host four,
local high school graduations at
their facility starting next month.
The confirmed dates include the re-
cently announced North Pocono
High School graduation on Friday,
June 12, as well as the Pocono
Mountain East High School cere-
mony on Friday, June 19 and
Pocono Mountain West High
Schoolʼs graduation on Saturday,
June 20. The Raceway and Jim
Thorpe Area School District are fi-
nalizing details for an event to take
place the first week of June.  

“Pocono Raceway is honored to
host these joyous graduations for
local high school seniors and their
loved ones,” said Pocono Raceway
CEO, Nick Igdalsky. “It is all about
the students and giving them the
chance to celebrate all they have
accomplished during their high
school careers. The response from
additional school districts has been
incredible and we are open to host-
ing as many ceremonies as possi-
ble. Our facility will work directly
with each school district to provide
social distancing guidelines and
outlines to all those participating.”

Each ceremony will allow for
graduating seniors and their guests
to attend while remaining inside the
comfort of their personal vehicles.
The events will be broadcast on the
Racewayʼs internal FM radio sta-
tion and double-sided video
boards. The students will be called
to drive across the Pocono Race-
way start/finish line and invited to
complete a victory lap around the
2.5-mile triangle-shaped track.
Each school will provide the pro-
gramming for their respective event
and the opportunity to includes
some of their traditional graduation
components. 

"A sincere and heartfelt thank
you goes out to the leadership
team of the Pocono Raceway for
providing their famous racing
venue,” said Jim Thorpe Area
School District Superintendent, Mr.
John Rushefski, “And the Jim
Thorpe Area School District Board
of Education for supporting the
Class of 2020 with our most impor-
tant event of the school year, the
graduation of our senior class,”
said Jim Thorpe Area School Dis-
trict Superintendent, Mr. John
Rushefski. 

“We are very appreciative of the
Pocono Raceway partnering with
Pocono Mountain School District to
host our East and West gradua-
tions for our seniors,” said Dr. Eliz-
abeth Robison, Superintendent of
School for Pocono Mountain SD.

“The ceremonies we are planning
will provide an exciting and memo-
rable graduation for all of our sen-
iors. This really is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for
our graduates.” 

Exact timing and additional de-
tails for the upcoming graduations
will be communicated by the re-
spective school districts to their fac-
ulty and students.

*All events and details are sub-
ject to change without notice.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - With area

schools closed for the remainder of
the academic year due to the coro-
navirus pandemic, Charlotte Motor
Speedway is partnering with
Cabarrus County Schools and the
North Carolina Department of Pub-
lic Instruction to give high school
seniors a first-of-its-kind com-
mencement for the state.

“High school graduation is a rite
of passage for teenagers and their
families,” said Charlotte Motor
Speedway Executive Vice Presi-
dent and General Manager Greg
Walter. “These students have
worked for years to get their diplo-
mas, and they deserve to mark this
milestone in a big way. Weʼre hon-
ored to engage our gigantic Speed-
way TV to help our neighbors
create North Carolinaʼs first ever
drive-in, drive-through graduation
ceremony.”

Students from all 10 Cabarrus
County high schools, representing
more than 2,300 graduates in the
2020 senior class, will take part in
individual ceremonies over a two-
day period of June 12-13.

“We are grateful to the Charlotte
Motor Speedway for making their
facility available to some of our
graduating seniors to give them the
opportunity to have an unforget-
table graduation this year,” said
State Superintendent of Public In-
struction Mark Johnson. “When we
approached the speedway with this
idea, they began work right away to
make the speedway available and
to plan an incredible graduation ex-
perience.”

“Cabarrus County Schools is ex-
cited that our Class of 2020 gradu-
ates will be able to celebrate their
graduation at such a unique
venue,” said Cabarrus County
Schools Superintendent Dr. Chris
Lowder. “We are grateful to Char-
lotte Motor Speedway for their hos-
pitality and look forward to working
with them to make this a memo-
rable experience for our graduates
and their families.

“We also extend our thanks to
State Superintendent Mark John-

son and the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Public Instruction for their
efforts in bringing everyone to-
gether to develop a plan to honor
our graduates.”

To comply with recommended
social distancing practices, each
graduate and his or her immediate
family will be invited to enter the
speedway infield and park in front
of the 16,000-square-foot Speed-
way TV, where a commencement
address will be broadcast drive-in
movie style. Families and guests
will be limited to one car per gradu-
ate and required to remain in the
vehicle along with the student. Fol-
lowing the graduation message,
cars will be directed onto the track
for a commencement processional
to the start/finish line, where each
graduate will receive his or her
diploma, live on Speedway TV.
Graduates will remain in their cars
and proceed on the legendary track
through Turns 1 and 2 before exit-
ing the speedway along the back-
stretch.

Only vehicles with a graduating
senior will be allowed in the infield
and spectators will not be allowed
in the grandstands per guidelines
from the Cabarrus Health Alliance
to limit large gatherings.

The Cabarrus County Schools
graduation schedule is as follows:

• Cabarrus-Kannapolis Early
College High School - 8:00 a.m.
Friday, June 12, 2020

• Performance Learning Center
- 8:45 a.m. Friday, June 12, 2020

• Cabarrus Early College of
Technology - 10:00 a.m. Friday,
June 12, 2020

• Central Cabarrus High School -
12:30 p.m. Friday, June 12, 2020

• Cox Mill High School - 4:00
p.m. Friday, June 12, 2020

• Hickory Ridge High School -
7:30 p.m. Friday, June 12, 2020

• Jay M. Robinson High School -
9:00 a.m. Saturday, June 13, 2020

• Mount Pleasant High School -
12:30 p.m. Saturday, June 13,
2020

• Northwest Cabarrus High
School - 4:00 p.m. Saturday, June
13, 2020

• Concord High School - 7:30
p.m. Saturday, June 13, 2020

Parents and students are ad-
vised to visit
www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/cabcogra
ds20 for further graduation details.

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - Speedway Mo-

torsports, Sonoma Raceway and
NASCAR today announced the
cancellation of the Toyota/Save
Mart 350 NASCAR Cup Series 
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race weekend at
Sonoma Raceway,
originally scheduled
for June 12-14, 2020. 

Sonoma Raceway
has worked closely
with NASCAR since
the outset of the pan-
demic-related restric-
tions to find an
alternate date for the
wine country event,
but a workable time
when the series could
return to the West
Coast given the ongo-
ing uncertainty around

large events in California could not
be confirmed.

A substitute for the Toyota/Save
Mart 350 will be held without spec-
tators at Speedway Motorsports-
owned Charlotte Motor Speedway
on May 27; the race will be tele-
vised on FS1 at 5 p.m. (Pacific).
This marks the first time the
NASCAR event in Sonoma has
been cancelled or rescheduled
since its inaugural visit in 1989.
NASCAR will return to Sonoma
Raceway in 2021.

“We work all year for this event,
so this is a huge disappointment for
us, for our fans and our sponsors,
but we realize it's part of a larger
challenge facing our nation and
everyone in the live events busi-
ness,” said Steve Page, Sonoma
Raceway president and general
manager. “We are excited that
NASCAR is coming back to broad-
cast television and are ready to
support the upcoming events at our
Speedway Motorsports tracks. We
look forward to NASCARʼs return to
Sonoma in 2021.” 

Toyota/Save Mart 350 weekend
ticket holders on file with Sonoma
Raceway may choose to receive
an event credit for the full amount
paid plus an additional 20% or re-
ceive a full refund of their purchase
price. The 120% credit can be ap-
plied toward admissions, including,
but not limited to, tickets, camping,
fan hospitality and pre-race passes
for a NASCAR-sanctioned
event during the 2020 or 2021 sea-
sons at any Speedway Motor-
sports-owned track, including the
2021 NASCAR event in Sonoma.

Fans who have purchased tick-
ets for the Toyota/Save Mart 350
should complete the exchange re-
quest form within 30 days at
www.sonomaraceway.com/nascar-
exchange to start the ticket ex-
change process. 

For more information about
other updates to the Sonoma

Raceway schedule, visit Sono-
maRaceway.com.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - NASCAR is

set to return to its Most Competitive
venue – iconic Talladega Super-
speedway – June 20-21 with a
tripleheader weekend, featuring the
NASCAR Cup and Xfinity Series,
as well as the ARCA Menards Se-
ries. The June dates are a resched-
ule of the trackʼs April race
weekend that was postponed due
to the impact of the Coronavirus
pandemic.

The GEICO 500 NASCAR Cup
Series race will be held on Sunday,
June 21, while Saturday, June 20,
will feature a double dose of action
with the MoneyLion 300 NASCAR
Xfinity Series event and the Gen-
eral Tire 200 for the ARCA Menards
Series. In accordance with the
State of Alabama, CDC and public
health agency standards and pro-
tocols, all three events will compete
without fans in attendance.

The Sunday GEICO 500 will get
the green flag at 2 p.m. CDT LIVE
on FOX, MRN (Motor Racing Net-
work) and SiriusXM NASCAR
Channel 90. NASCARʼs Most Pop-
ular driver, Chase Elliott, is the de-
fending champion of the 188-lap
event while Brad Keselowski leads
all active drivers with five victories
at the 2.66-mile facility. 

Saturdayʼs General Tire 200
starts at 1 p.m. CDT followed by
the MoneyLion 300 at 4:30 p.m.
CDT.  Both action-packed races will
be broadcast LIVE on FS1, MRN
and SiriusXM.

Ticket holders for the GEICO
500 weekend that was set in April
may elect to receive a credit for the
full amount paid plus an additional
20% of total amount paid to apply
towards a future event, including,
but not limited to, grandstand seat-
ing, infield, camping, fan hospital-
ity, and Talladega Garage
Experience. The 120% event credit
can be used in a single transaction
during the remainder of the 2020
season and entire 2021 season for
a NASCAR sanctioned event at
any NASCAR-owned track, subject
to availability. Deadline is June 14.
For all options and more informa-
tion, visit www.talladegasuper-
speedway.com/assistance. 

COMMENT FROM TAL-
LADEGA SUPERSPEEDWAY
PRESIDENT BRIAN CRICHTON:
“We, like so many passionate race
fans, are thrilled to have NASCAR
racing again at Talladega Super-
speedway. For more than 50 years,
this enormous venue has provided
some of the sportʼs most exciting

side-by-side, door-to-door racing
resulting in photo finishes. 

A special thank you to Governor
Ivey and other state leadership in
working with NASCAR to allow
these events in Alabama. We also
have tremendous appreciation and
respect for medical personnel, first
responders, frontline and essential
workers who have been so dedi-
cated during this time. 

While fans will not be permitted
to attend the events, we encourage
everyone to tune into FOX, FS1,
MRN Radio and SiriusXM
NASCAR Radio to catch all the ac-
tion that makes Talladega one of a
kind.”

COMMENT FROM ALABAMA
GOVERNOR KAY IVEY: “Having
one of our stateʼs jewels – Tal-
ladega Superspeedway - be able to
host a NASCAR weekend is yet an-
other step that shows how we are
moving forward. The people of Ala-
bama have been smart throughout
these challenging times, and as a
result, families from our state and
all over the world will be treated to
seeing or listening to the greatest
racing in NASCAR. I ask that
everyone remain vigilant so that we
can continue taking steps forward
and enjoying the many things Ala-
bama has to offer, like our own Tal-
ladega Superspeedway.” 

Talladega Superspeedwayʼs fall
NASCAR Playoffs weekend is
scheduled for Oct. 2-4, featuring a
doubleheader for the NASCAR
Cup Seriesʼ Alabama 500 and the
NASCAR Gander RV & Outdoors
Truck Seriesʼ Sugarlands Shine
250. For ticket information, call 1-
877-Go2-Dega or log onto www.tal-
ladegasuperspeedway.com.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - The 2020

NASCAR Gander RV & Outdoors
Truck Series SpeedyCash.com
400, originally scheduled for June
5 at Texas Motor Speedway, has
been postponed due to the COVID-
19 pandemic and will be resched-
uled by NASCAR for later in the
year.

"NASCAR's announcement con-
firms that we plan to run all of the
races on Texas Motor Speedway's
2020 schedule," said Eddie Gos-
sage, President and General Man-
ager of Texas Motor Speedway.
"Hopefully, conditions will change
significantly enough that we will be
able to do this with
fans in the stands,
too. That certainly is
everybody's goal.
Our 24th season of
racing may yet be
our best ever."

The 2020 NASCAR season re-
sumes May 17 with seven races in
11 days after being postponed
since early March. A NASCAR Cup
Series race kicks off the juggernaut
with the first of three races at Dar-
lington (S.C.) Raceway, including a
NASCAR Xfinity Race (May 19)
and a second NASCAR Cup Se-
ries Race (May 20).

Charlotte Motor Speedway in
Concord, N.C., then plays host to
four races beginning with the May
24 Coca-Cola 600. The Memorial
Day weekend classic will be fol-
lowed by an Xfinity Series race
(May 25), a Gander Trucks race
(May 26) and will conclude with a
second NASCAR Cup Series race
(May 27).

The postponed O'Reilly Auto
Parts 500 NASCAR event, origi-
nally scheduled March 27-29, is still
to be rescheduled.

The NTT INDYCAR SERIES
kicks off its 2020 season June 6 at
Texas Motor Speedway with the
Genesys 300. The race will be a
non-spectator event in accordance
with current state and local guide-
lines. The Genesys 300 will be
aired live on NBCSN beginning at
7 p.m. CT.

Indianapolis Motor Speedway
INDIANAPOLIS, IN - The Indi-

anapolis 500 Presented by Gain-
bridge has been rescheduled for
Sunday, Aug. 23 due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, officials from INDY-
CAR and the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway (IMS) announced today.
The 104th edition of "The Greatest
Spectacle in Racing" will air live on
NBC, with the official green flag
time to be announced at a later
date.

The GMR Grand Prix will transi-
tion to Saturday, July 4 on the IMS
road course as part of a historic
double-header featuring the NTT
INDYCAR SERIES and NASCAR.
This first-of-its-kind racing event
also will be televised by NBC on In-
dependence Day.

The Indianapolis 500 was origi-
nally scheduled for Sunday, May
24, in its traditional spot on the cal-
endar during Memorial Day week-
end. The GMR Grand Prix was
scheduled to be run on Saturday,
May 9. 

"The Month of May at the Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway is my
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favorite time of year,
and like our fans, I am
disappointed that we
have had to resched-
ule the Indianapolis
500," Roger Penske
said. "However, the
health and safety of
our event participants
and spectators is our
top priority, and we be-
lieve that postponing
the event is the re-
sponsible decision
with the conditions
and restrictions we are
facing. We will con-

tinue to focus on ways we can en-
hance the customer experience in
the months ahead, and I'm confi-
dent we will welcome fans with a
transformed facility and a global
spectacle when we run the world's
greatest race."

"Memorial Day weekend has al-
ways provided Indianapolis 500
fans an opportunity to honor the
men and women who have fought
and sacrificed for our nation's free-
dom," Penske Entertainment Corp.
President and CEO Mark Miles
said. "This August, we'll also have a
unique and powerful opportunity to
honor the contributions and hero-
ism of the doctors, nurses, first re-
sponders and National Guard
members serving on the front lines
of the fight against COVID-19.
We're grateful for the patience of
our fans as we've navigated this sit-
uation, and we extend our thanks
to NBC for its terrific partnership
and diligent work to maximize
broadcast coverage with this new
schedule."

On-track action in August will
begin at IMS with practice sessions
on Wednesday and Thursday, Aug.
12-13, followed by Fast Friday on
Aug. 14 and Indianapolis 500 Qual-
ifications on Saturday and Sunday
Aug. 15-16. Each day of qualifica-
tions will be televised on NBC, pro-
viding more network coverage of
qualifications for fans than in 2019.
A full broadcast schedule will be re-
leased soon.

The following week's schedule
will begin with hot pit-stop practice
sessions on Thursday, Aug. 20 and
include Indy Lights practice and
qualifying. The Indy Lights Free-
dom 100 race, a significantly ex-
panded Indy 500 Pit Stop
Challenge and final Indianapolis
500 practice will take place on Fri-
day, Aug. 21 as part of Miller Lite
Carb Day, followed by the public
drivers' meeting and full-field auto-
graph session on Saturday, Aug. 22

as part of Legends Day presented
by Firestone.

As a result of the schedule
changes at IMS, the INDYCAR
races scheduled for Aug. 16 and
Aug. 22 have been rescheduled.
The Honda Indy 200 at Mid-Ohio is
now scheduled for Aug. 9, and the
Bommarito Automotive Group 500
at World Wide Technology Race-
way at Gateway is now scheduled
for Aug. 30. 

GMR Grand Prix Makes Historic
Move: The GMR Grand Prix will
take the green flag Saturday, July
4, before the first NASCAR Xfinity
Series race on the IMS road course
- the Pennzoil 150 at the Brickyard.
The unique holiday racing lineup
will mark the first time that the NTT
INDYCAR SERIES will compete at
the same track on the same week-
end as both the NASCAR Cup Se-
ries and NASCAR Xfinity Series.

Immediately following the live
telecast of the GMR Grand Prix on
July 4, NBC will air the first
NASCAR race on the IMS road
course with the Xfinity Series cars
in action at the Pennzoil 150 at the
Brickyard.

"For very good reason, this his-
toric pairing will be circled on the
calendar of every motorsports fan,"
Indianapolis Motor Speedway
President J. Douglas Boles said.
"We appreciate our friends at
NASCAR for their flexibility and
support in this matter and will work
with them on a memorable, exciting
weekend of racing action."

Tickets already purchased for
the Indianapolis 500, GMR Grand
Prix and associated on-track days
such as Miller Lite Carb Day and
Crown Royal Armed Forces Quali-
fying Weekend will be valid on the
rescheduled dates. Individuals al-
ready in possession of those tick-
ets should use them for entry. To
learn more about the adjusted on-
track schedule, review customer
FAQ's and submit questions, fans
can visit www.ims.com/COVID19.

Important Indy 500 Race Week-
end Concert Update: All concerts
scheduled for the original Race
Weekend in May have been can-
celed. This includes REO Speed-
wagon and Styx on Friday, May 22,
Luke Bryan on Saturday, May 23
and Martin Garrix on Sunday, May
24.

This decision was made to pro-
vide the maximum flexibility possi-
ble to complete the Indianapolis
500 by Sunday, Aug. 23 and pro-
vide room for any contingency
plans necessary. IMS appreciates
the understanding of fans and re-
grets that the COVID-19 situation
has caused the cancellation of

these events.
Fans who made concert-specific

purchases will be able to access a
credit for any IMS event, including
the Indy 500, or choose to receive
a refund. IMS concert customers
will receive further communication
on how to exercise their ticketing
options.

Enhanced Health and Safety
Measures at IMS: IMS and INDY-
CAR officials will continue to work
closely with local, state and federal
health representatives to ensure a
safe and healthy experience for
spectators. Enhanced measures
that will be in place once activity re-
sumes at IMS include:

•Increasing housekeeping staff
at the track to elevate frequency of
cleaning and disinfecting high-
touch surfaces

•Using cleaning products that
meet current EPA and CDC guide-
lines for registered disinfectants to
be used against COVID-19

•Educating all employees on
CDC prevention guidance, includ-
ing proper handwashing technique
and requesting that all vendors
communicate strict hygiene proto-
col to staff

•Increasing public hand-sanitiz-
ing stations in high-traffic areas,
containing sanitizer that meets or
exceeds the CDC standard for al-
cohol content

•Reducing required hand-to-
hand interactions between cus-
tomers and staff at concession
areas and other key IMS locations

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - The second an-

nual Bristol Burnout presented by
Mycroft Signs has been postponed
to Saturday, August 29 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, it was an-
nounced today by officials from the
Bristol Motor Speedway Chapter of
Speedway Childrenʼs Charities.
The high-intensity workout compe-
tition showcases area athletes who
are competing to support more
than 100 child-based agencies
throughout the Appalachian High-
lands region.

Fitness enthusiasts can form
two-person teams for the chance at
victory. Numerous CrossFit facili-
ties from the region are also joining
in and will bring multiple teams.
Crossfit superstar and three-time
Crossfit Games champ Matt
Hewett, who made his Bristol
Burnout debut last year, is ex-
pected to return to the competition.
The event will be held at the BMS
South Building, located just inside
the South Entrance of the Speed-
way off Volunteer Pkwy / Hwy 11E.

“Last yearʼs event saw the

Crossfit and fitness communities
come together for a good cause, all
while enjoying one of their favorite
activities,” said Claudia Byrd, exec-
utive director of the Bristol chapter
of Speedway Childrenʼs Charities.
“Weʼre so blessed to have an event
that is both fun for competitors and
prosperous in our efforts to help
children in need. Weʼre looking for-
ward to seeing everyone again for
the Bristol Burnout on our resched-
uled date, Saturday, August 29.”

Divisions include RX, RX ISH
and Scaled and each are open to
Male/Male, Female/Female and
Coed teams and all divisions will in-
clude a workout utilizing the famed
high-banked, half-mile oval. Inter-
ested participants can register as a
team of two for $130 per team
(prices increase to $150 per team
on Wednesday, July 1). Each com-
petitor will receive branded “Bristol
Burnout” gear while getting the
chance to compete at the iconic
Bristol Motor Speedway.

Spectators are welcome for just
$5, with proceeds going to SCC-
Bristol. In addition to the competi-
tion, spectators and participants will
enjoy local health and fitness ven-
dors, a kids zone, area food trucks
and local breweries.

For more information about Bris-
tol Burnout, please visit: SCC Bris-
tol Burnout. In addition to Mycroft
Signs, SCC-Bristol would like to
thank WJHL, Tele-Optics and Com-
petition Corner for partnering on
Bristol Burnout.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - Another full

schedule of North Texas residents
again answered the call of the
American Red Cross May 6 at
Texas Motor Speedway by donat-
ing to the critically vital blood sup-
ply during the COVID-19
pandemic.

The drive collected 36 pints of
blood, which can help up to 108 pa-
tients in need. The event was the
second recent collaboration be-
tween the American Red Cross -
North Texas Region, Texas Motor
Speedway and Speedway Chil-
dren's Charities - Texas Branch.
The April 1 drive collected 32 pints
which helped up to 96 patients.

To make a financial donation on-
line, visit redcross.org/donate and
select "Coronavirus Outbreak." To
make a contribution by check, write
"Coronavirus Outbreak" in the
memo line, and mail it to your local
Red Cross chapter or to the Amer-
ican Red Cross, P.O. Box 37839,
Boone, IA 50037-0839. Find a Red
Cross blood drive near you by log-
ging onto RedCrossBlood.org.
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Lake View Motor
Speedway

LAKE VIEW, SC -
Greenwood, SCʼs Jeff
Robinson dominated
Saturday nightʼs Rick
Hendrick City Chevro-
let Coastal Region 20-
lapper to claim his first
career Sheetz Mid-
East Modified Tour win
at Lake View Motor
Speedway.  The 40th
Anniversary season at
Lake View began
under unusual circum-
stances with no fans in
attendance due to

South Carolina social distancing
rules in the fight against the
COVID-19 virus.

Robinson swept the quick quali-
fying time and a win in heat race #1
to start from the pole, while Landen
Lewis took the win in heat race #2
to start second in the feature
event.  

At the drop of the green flag for
the main event, Robinson took the
lead over Lewis, while the rest of
the 17 starters jockeyed for position
behind them.  After a caution for a
spin, Case Daniels spun from
fourth position on the restart in turn
one, collecting Jeremy Steele, Kris
Callahan, and Greg Cain.

On the next restart, Lewis was
able to get the advantage over
Robinson entering turn one to take
the lead.  Following a spin on lap
four by Albert Brayfield and David
Yehl in turn 1, Lewis held the lead
on the restart, but would spin and
collect Jason Floyd.  Robinson led
the rest of the way to take the
$1000 win over Chris Stowe, AJ
Belanger, Dylan Lacey, and Lewis. 

Jacob Owens made the tow
from Tennessee count, dominating
to claim the $750 win in the US
Legends Car division.  The first
caution of the night would wave
over the 26-car field when Casey
Traxler went for a spin in turn
three.  The first of two major cau-
tions waved on lap 11, when Tris-
tan Stephenson and Billy Gomez,
Jr. got into the front stretch wall, re-
sulting in a brief fire on Stephen-
sonʼs car.  Then on lap 17, Kris
East slowed on the front stretch
and was tagged by Daniel Adam,
sending both cars into the inside
guardrail.  Owens led every lap to
score the win over Tim Neighbors,
Ryan Shabram, Billy Workman, Jr.,
and Eddie Daniels.

Thanks to several local spon-
sors, the winnerʼs purse for the
SCDRA Sport Compacts was
boosted to $700 to win and Derek

Kemper was the benefactor as he
would go on to claim the victory.
Polesitter Jerry Johnson, Jr. led
early, but his car lost power, hand-
ing the lead to Kemper.  Racing
hard for second, Ronnie Perritt and
John Whisnant made contact while
racing for second, sending Perritt
down the track and into the path of
Robert Pfouts exiting turn two.
Pfouts car collided with Perritt,
sending Pfouts hard into the pit en-
trance along with several other
cars.  Fortunately all the drivers
were able to walk away.  Then, con-
tact between Bradley Cooper and
Gary Dore turned Doreʼs machine
hard into the outside wall.  Follow-
ing Kemper at the finish were
Richard “Rowdy” Seals, Andrew
Rabon, Calvin Miller, and Julio Ci-
fuentes, Jr.

Tom Lovett started from the pole
and led every lap for the win in the
Crate Racinʼ USA Street Stock di-
vision.  Ron Pope looked to have a
strong mount, challenging Lovett
for the lead on several occasions,
but would fall from contention due
to mechanical problems with four
laps to go.  Behind Lovett at the fin-
ish were Michael Butler, Joey
Wilkes, Anthony Spivey, and de-
fending track champion, Donald
Williams.

Outside polesitter Morgan John-
son got the advantage on fast qual-
ifier Donavan Jackson and led
flag-to-flag for the Mod-Lite win.
Unofficially, Johnson is only the
second female to ever win at Lake
View and the first since Josie Bul-

lock won at the track in the 1980s.
Steve Dunn had a wild night run-
ning off the backstretch on lap
eight, the going up on his roof in an
accident in turn two on the restart.
Following Johnson at the finish line
were Jackson, Bo Bass, Teddy
Williams, and Bladen Core.

The next event at Lake View
Motor Speedway is tentatively
scheduled for Saturday night, June
6th and will be determined over the
coming weeks as South Carolina
continues to open from the COVID-
19 pandemic.  Be sure to “Like”
Lake View Motor Speedway on
Facebook, follow @LakeViewDirt
on Twitter to keep up on all thatʼs
going on in 2020 or visit lakeview-
motorspeedway.com.

Carteret County Speedway
PELETIER, NC - Racing is set to

return to Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret
County Speedway on Sunday, May
24th after the offseason was ex-
tended because of the coronavirus
pandemic.

The Solid Rock Carriers Memo-
rial Classic, which will kick off the
2020 season, will feature six divi-
sions of racing, headlined by the
Late Model division and the South-
ern Ground Pounders Vintage Rac-
ing Club.  The U-CARs, Street
Stocks and Champ Karts will also
be in the fifth running of the late-
Spring tradition.

“We are excited for racing to re-
turn to Carteret County Speedway,”
track owner Bob Lowery said.  “We
are going to get back to racing in a

safe manner.  We have been
cleared to open by officials and will
follow recommendations of our
local and state leaders and practice
social distancing.”

Being outdoors and exposed to
direct sunlight, Carteret County
Speedway is a low-risk environ-
ment for the spread and transmis-
sion of COVID-19.  While the risk is
low, competitors and fans will be re-
quired to adhere to NCDHHS so-
cial distancing guidelines. 

Carteret County Speedway will
add sanitation stations around the
track, both in the pits and in the
stands, and will encourage people
to remain spread out in the stands.
Cloth facemasks are strongly rec-
ommended for those attending the
event.  Race teams are encour-
aged to limit the number of crew
members in their pits during the
weekend.

Throughout the years, the Me-
morial Classic has become one of
the staples on the Carteret County
Speedway with the Team Chevro-
let of Swansboro Tribute to Amer-
ica pre-race show, honoring those
who have made the ultimate sacri-
fice for the United States as well as
our healthcare professionals who
have been on the frontlines, and
the entertaining races that often
boast one of the highest car counts
of the year.

Last yearʼs Memorial Classic
saw T.J. Barron and eventual track
champion Chris Burns pick up vic-
tories in a Late Model double-

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Jeff Robinson takes to the red dirt of Lake View Motor Speedway to dominate the Rick Hendrick City
Chevrolet Coastal Region 20 in his first career Sheetz Mideast Modified win. (LVMS photo)



(Continued…)

header.
Tickets for the Me-

morial Classic will be
available at the gate
for $15 for adults and
$10 for active duty and
retired military (with
ID).  Kids 10 and
under are free.

For more informa-
tion about Bobby Wat-
sonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the
trackʼs official website
at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “like”
Carteret County

Speedway on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter and In-
stagram.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - With contin-

ued restrictions throughout the
state of Kansas due to the current
COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic,
Dodge City Raceway Park will be
unable to engage in any racing ac-
tivities until after June 15 in accor-
dance with state mandate.

As a result, the state-of-the-art
dirt track racing facility in southwest
Kansas will now kick off the 2020
season on Saturday, June 20, with
Armed Forces Night that features
the Hobby Stock Roundup.  While
the IMCA Hobby Stocks battle it out
for $750 to win, the Precise Racing
Products DCRP Sprint Cars, IMCA
Modifieds, IMCA Sport Modifieds
and IMCA Stock Cars will be in ac-
tion as well.

After the opening night of action
atop the 3/8-mile clay oval, the 1/7-
mile Little DCRP clay oval will be in
action the next day, June 21, with a
full slate of Micro Sprints and Karts.

The extension of regulations has
forced the cancelation of the
scheduled open practice on May
23.  The June 6 and 7 weekend
that was to feature the URSS vs.
DCRP Sprint Car Showdown on
Saturday and then the opening leg
of Little DCRP action on Sunday
has been postponed as well with
track officials working to find an ap-
propriate date to reschedule the
weekend. 

Detailed schedule information is
available at www.dodgecityrace-
way.com/schedule/.

Dodge City Raceway Park is lo-
cated on the south edge of Dodge
City, KS, on US 283, then 0.9 miles
west on US 56, then 0.1 miles
south.  For more information, con-
tact the track at 620-225-3277 or
check www.dodgecityraceway
.com.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Every sport

has its legends, including grass-
roots racing.  

Paul Shull, who passed away on
February 22 at the age of 79, was a
legend at Kingsport Speedway.

Shull was raised in Granite Falls,
N.C. where his father and uncle
owned and operated a garage and
body shop. Thatʼs where he devel-
oped his knowledge of cars and his
passion for racing. He first hit the
track in 1956 at the age of 16 near
his hometown.

Cars and Shull were the perfect
match – he worked as a mechanic
at Everett Chevrolet in Hickory,
N.C. and soon relocated to Clint-
wood, Va. where he continued me-
chanic work at Johnson & Mullins
Chevrolet. He later worked in the
coal mines of Southwest Virginia,
where he eventually retired from
being an electrician. Shullʼs racing
was more than a normal hobby and
his retirement gave him more time
to chase checkered flags.

Shull competed in countless
races across the region. He gar-
nered decades of Late Model Stock
Car racing experience, and even
competed in the NASCAR Late
Model Sportsman Division and
then the NASCAR Busch Series
throughout the 1970s-80s.

Shull was a legend in the Tri-
Cities area. He was a staple at
Kingsport Speedway and at nearby
Lonesome Pine Raceway (Co-
eburn, Va.). Whenever the gates
were open, you could count on him
to be there and he amassed more
wins at those two tracks in his 50-
plus year career than anyone – in-

cluding himself – could remember.
At Kingsport alone, his win total
was well over 200.

Shull was a racerʼs racer. He
spent hours and hours working on
his cars, perfecting them for the

next trip to the track. The work was
never done. There was always
something that could be done bet-
ter. Each race day, he rolled
through the gates of the track with

(Continued on Next Page…)
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PAUL SHULL 

Paul Shull was always early to the track to get his racer ready to be competitive and race-ready.
(CHAD FLETCHER/AUTOP FOCUS PHOTOGRAPHY photos)



(Continued…)

his box truck full of
tools and familiar blue
No. 48 race car in tow.
He was there every
week with one goal: to
win.

For Shull, some of
his best times at track
)son, Brian Blevins.
Shull passed his love
and knowledge of rac-
ing down to Blevins.
Shull was there as a
competitor, car owner
and grandfather com-
bined when Blevins
won his first race at

Lonesome Pine. Blevins was 14 at
the time and still remembers it
vividly.

“My first win, papaw (Shull) and
I started side by side,” recalled
Blevins. “On the first lap, he came
down on me and spun himself out
going through Turns 3 and 4. I
flipped over to his radio channel to
tell him it wasnʼt my fault and he
said, ʻYou better go because Iʼm
coming for you.”

Blevins took that encourage-
ment and ran with it, and a late-
race restart had him in the lead.

“Papaw turned over to my radio
channel before that final restart and
told me it was my race to win and
my race to lose,” said Blevins. “I
won it, and he was the first person
to my window net when I parked to
congratulate me. When I climbed
from the car and my feet hit the
ground, he grabbed me and
hugged me. All he could talk about
was how he had been waiting for
that since I was first born.”

Blevins said Shull was the per-
son at the track that most everyone
came to for advice – and he was
proud to call him his grandfather.

“To have him – the person so
many people at track would come
to – as my grandpa and the person
to show me the ropes meant the
world to me,” stated Blevins. “He
was my racing hero and will be
greatly missed.”

No matter how many tracks
Shull visited, Kingsport was always
his home track. He had raced at
Kingsport for decades, and his first
win there came in July 1980. It was
a track he had seen open and close
many times throughout the years.
When the track reopened in 2011, it
was no surprise that he was there
almost every week.

In recent years, Shull had be-
come a huge presence in the
Sportsman division (formerly
known as Street Stock and Modi-
fied Street) at Kingsport. The divi-

sion features cars with the appear-
ance of older and newer model
muscle cars, the types of cars he
had a passion for. He had numer-
ous cars at track every week – and
they were most always competitive.
Sometimes he drove and some-
times he strictly wore his car owner
hat. His last win in the driverʼs seat
was in 2016 at the age of 76.

“Paul Shull was a staple here,
and not just on race day,” said
Karen Tunnell, general manager
and promoter of Kingsport Speed-
way. “He loved racing and he loved
this track.”

Tunnell knew Shull for many
years and grew up watching him
race in the region.

“I can remember going to
Kingsport and Lonesome Pine with
my dad and sister. Paul was racing
then,” Tunnell recalled. “I really got
to know Paul when I started work-
ing in racing in the area. He and I
became great friends, and he was
a great source of knowledge for me
and many others.”

Tunnell says Shull leaves behind
a huge void for racing in the region.

“He is going to be missed here
each and every week,” Tunnell
added. “Weʼve lost a true icon and
someone who we could all lean on,
but most of all, weʼve lost a friend.”

Shullʼs memorial services were
held in March at Kingsport. Led by
the speedway pace car and fol-
lowed by race cars – including the
famous blue No. 48 driven by his
grandson – the hearse carrying
Shull was brought to the winnerʼs
circle where family members,
friends, competitors, fans and
speedway staff paid tribute to his
life. At Shullʼs memorial, the speed-
way announced that it will name its
winnerʼs circle – a place where he
parked his race car countless times
– in memory of him.

Kingsport Speedway has pro-
vided race fans in the Tri-Cities,
Tennessee and surrounding areas
with exciting short track racing
since 1965. The speedway has un-
dergone four surface changes in its
50 plus years of existence.
Founded as a dirt track in 1965, the
facility transitioned to an asphalt
track in 1969, back to dirt track in
1984, and then to its current con-
crete surface in 1996. In 1968,
Kingsport Speedway hosted its first
NASCAR event. Currently,
Kingsport Speedway is a NASCAR
Home Track in NASCARʼs grass-
roots series. 

The series sanctions nearly 60
racetracks throughout the United
States and Canada in which drivers
compete for national, state, and
track titles. For more information on

Kingsport Speedway, visit
kingsportspeedway.com.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - A late

morning call Tuesday to State Rep-
resentative David Rowe from the
Pennsylvania Governorʼs office has
ended any hopes of racing in the
near future at Selinsgrove Speed-
way and therefore the “Posse Un-
leashed” 410 sprint car,
non-spectator, non-social special
slated for this Saturday, May 16
has been cancelled. 

Despite the best efforts of Rep-
resentative Rowe and others in the
legislature, no reasonable re-
sponse could be achieved from the
governorʼs office that would permit
racing at the speedway under the
already installed state and CDC
“aggressive mitigation” guidelines
that the oval was fully instituting as
a preventative measure against
COVID-19.

“We are extremely disappointed
at the heavy-handed approach and
response by the governorʼs office
to our good business practices in
an effort to race at the track,” says
oval co-promoter Mike Heffner.

“Not only did the state lead us on
a wild goose chase by approving
our plans and then reversing
course mid-stream which caused
us significant financial loss, but
then when faced with a reasonable
and flexible request to see the
event completed, the governorʼs of-
fice simply refused to show any in-
terest or workability in remedying
the issue.”

“We are very dissatisfied with
not only this decision but with how
the entire situation was handled.  It
is a glaring example of failure in
leadership by the state during this
trying time,” Heffner summarized.

The cancellation of the event
means that ALL entry fees previ-
ously collected for the event will be
fully refunded by the speedway in
the coming days. 

Questions can be directed
to promoter@selinsgrovespeed-
way.com. 

Slated to be live streamed via
pay per view on The Cushion, all
pre-purchase event view tickets will
be refunded by the broadcaster.

“We have no choice but to honor
state directives in order to protect
not only Selinsgrove Speedway
and its future but to also protect DH
& L Fire Company, the majority
stakeholder in the facility,” says
track General Manager Steve
Inch. 

“Both the speedway and the fire
company are reliant in one way or
another upon state awarded con-

tracts, licenses and funding in order
to keep operating and to lose that
support would be devastating to
both places in so many ways.” 

Selinsgrove Speedway remains
optimistic that it can and will see a
return to racing action during mid-
season and indeed plans are in
place to see the historic oval re-
sume action as soon as possible.

The speedway is currently eval-
uating a plan for hosting conserva-
tive practice sessions during the
coming weeks and will make an-
nouncements about that plan in the
near future.

For all the latest speedway news
and information visit selins-
grovespeedway.com or follow the
track on Facebook or Twitter.

Wake County Speedway
The 2020 racing season kicks

off this Saturday, May 23, 2020 at
Wake County Speedway with
changes in place to protect drivers,
crews and employees as the coun-
try continues to slowly return to a
somewhat normalcy. No fans per-
mitted as all NCHHS recommenda-
tions must be followed. The
grandstands will be closed with no
more than 5 people per team in the
pits. Social distancing, hand wash-
ing and other suggestions per the
President, Governor and mayor will
be in place for this event. Parking
for teams and haulers will start at
10am with teams setting up  out-
side the speedway in the grassy
parking area. Racing scheduled for
the day will include twin 25 lap fea-
tures for the INEX Legend drivers
plus twin 20 lap feature events for
the Bandolero division. INEX li-
cense required to compete; Pit
passes will be $35 and a $50 entry
fee for the Legends division.Cars
will be on track 12:30 pm followed
by feature events.

Wake County Speedway is lo-
cated at 2109 Simpkins Road,
Raleigh, NC..Practice, Sunoco
Racing Fuel, Hoosier Tires are all
available at the track call Charlie
Hansen and/ or Mr. Brown to
schedule a time to shake down
your hotrod. Numerous improve-
ments and upgrades have been
taking place at "America's Favorite
Bullring" during the off season in-
cluding major upgrades to track,
turn 2 wall area leaving the pits,
lighting upgrades, flagstand new
and improved thanks to M&M Steel
Works, concrete pads in the infield
by Ricky Temple, RLT Associates
and C- Store Services, new roof on
the tower and new TV stand. By the
Grace of God and 600 horsepower,
hope to see you at the racetrack
soon.
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