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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL – Erik
Jones, Daniel Suarez
and Ty Dillon all will be
rookies this year in the
Monster Energy Cup
Series. But all three
have much bigger
goals – a champi-
onship.

Not only
do all three
have connec-
tions to three
of the sportʼs
elite organiza-

tions, all three bring a
championship-level attitude
and ability.

“Itʼs a great rookie class,
and the thing is all three of us are
similar in a lot of ways and the way
we approach racing,” Dillon said.
“We all have an understanding of
each other on the racetrack. We go
hard every lap and I think itʼs going
to be an exciting rookie race.”

While the rookie race doesnʼt al-
ways guarantee stardom at the pre-
mier level, it can be a barometer of
things to come.

Ten former rookie of the year
winners, including the three win-
ningest drivers in the sportʼs history
– Richard Petty, David Pearson
and Jeff Gordon – went on to even-
tually win Cup championships.

But list of drivers who didnʼt win
the award includes: Dale Jarrett,
Terry Labonte, Darrell Waltrip,
Benny Parsons, Cale Yarborough,
Bill Elliott, Wendell Scott and Mark
Martin. All of those drivers now are
in the NASCAR Hall of Fame.

Former series champions Jim-
mie Johnson, Bobby Labonte and
Kurt Busch also failed to win rookie
honors.

For the most part the recent
rookie winners quickly have
evolved into championship con-
tenders.

A year ago, Chase Elliott did
something his father couldnʼt – win
top rookie honors. Before he turned
22, he had 10 top-five finishes last
year and qualified for the Chase of
the Championship. And while those
numbers would suggest a fast track
to future titles, the most-lasting
memories came from the suc-
cesses and failures of the learning
process.

“Good news is I don't have to go
to any more rookie meetings, which
is nice,” Elliott said. “Beyond that, it
really – I think you learn things as
you go, but I can't see the back
bumper, so I don't know what's

there or not. I think you just kind of
learn from experiences and things
you encounter along the way, not
so much whether it's your first year
or first race or whatever it is. I think
it's more of an experience-based
kind of feel, whether you have that
comfort moving forward.”

For the second consecutive
year, Elliott won the pole
position for Sundayʼs Day-
tona 500. The only differ-
ence between last year
and now is his blue
Chevrolet wonʼt have a
yellow bumper that identi-
fies rookie drivers.

Kyle Larson
(2014), Joey Logano
(2009), Denny Hamlin

(2006), Kyle Busch (2005), Jamie
McMurray (2003), Kevin Harvick
(2001), Matt Kenseth (2000) and
Tony Stewart (1999) all are former
rookie champions who were part of
last yearʼs Chase for the Champi-
onship.

Now itʼs time for Dillon, Suarez
and Jones to create their own
legacy in the sport.

Dillon will race at Germain Rac-
ing in a car formerly driven by
Casey Mears that hasnʼt won in
280 starts dating back to 2009. But
the grandson of NASCAR Hall of
Fame car owner Richard Childress
certainly will be privy to the re-
sources at RCR.

Jones, the 2015 truck champion,
will drive for Furniture Row Racing.
That team expanded to a second
car after Martin Truex Jr. won four
races last year and qualified for the
Chase for the Championship. More
important, Jones will have the ben-
efit of Furniture Rowʼs alliance with
Toyota and Joe Gibbs Racing.

“I think last year, really all
throughout my career, Iʼve been a
little bit of an all-or-nothing, check-
ers-or-wreckers kind of driver,”
Jones said.

And Suarez, who won last yearʼs
Xfinity Series championship and
surprisingly was promoted to the
Cup level when Carl Edwards left
his ride in the No. 19 car, will be the
newest driver for Gibbsʼ group of
superstars.

Gibbsʼ four-car team combined
to win 12 of 36 races last year.

“I know that it won't be easy,” the
driver from Monterey, Mexico, said.
“We have a lot to work. I have a lot
to learn. But I'm sure that it couldn't
happen in a better situation with
[crew chief] Dave Rogers and the
entire [No.] 19 group. It's just an
amazing team. I feel like it's just a

perfect place to be for a rookie like
me that is really hungry to learn
and to go out there and to perform

well. It just gives you as a rookie, it
just gives you a lot of confidence.”

And a yellow bumper.
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Rookie Aspirations

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015
have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 DirtCar Nationals 9-11

Monster Energy Cup 4-5 World of Outlaws LM 12

ARCA Racing 6 OffTrack 12

NASCAR Touring 7 Lucas Oil Dirt Late Model 13-15

Artic Cat All Stars 16

OnTrack 17-18

ON THE COVER:
NASCAR-NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY

WoO AND LUCAS OIL DIRT LATE MODEL - PAUL ARCH

Welcome 2017 Race Fans!

Rookie Danie Suarez gets ready to race in the Clash at Daytona in

his new ride, the #19 Arris Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota. (JOHN HAR-

RELLSON/NKP photo)



The countdown to
the first official, points-
paying race at Day-
tona International
Speedway is less than
one week. And, with
the new race format
and bonus points sys-
tem an-
n o u n c e d
for the top
three divi-
sions of
NASCAR
for 2017,
the com-

petition and strategy
will certainly generate
renewed interest.

The Chase is now
called the Playoff, and
bonus points earned during the
regular season will most definitely
play a major role in determining the
2017 champions. It all will, once
again, be determined at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway in Novem-
ber in a “one-race” finale, but the
adventure that teams competing in
the Monster Energy Cup, XFINITY,
and Camping World Truck Series
will have reaching that final race
will be entertaining for sure.

With several very interesting rule
changes by NASCAR for these di-
visions, the races will now take on
a completely different look. Three
stages, each awarding points, plus
bonus points, will certainly keep
many race fans from their after-
noon naps between the green and
checkered flags. Some of the play-
ers have changed as well.

The Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series will begin 2017 without
several “major” stars. Jeff Gordon
will return to full retirement and will
be joined this year by Tony Stewart.
Carl Edwards announced less than
a month ago that he was “stepping
away” from the active driver list, an
announcement that still has many
veteran racers scratching their
heads. Greg Biffle, Casey Mears,
and Brian Scott donʼt have rides in
Cup this season, with Scott making
the decision to retire on his own.

Itʼs also this time of year when
Las Vegas publishes their odds on
who will win the Monster Energy
Series Championship in 2017.
Granted, that info and odds are for
entertainment purposes only (yea
right!), but it certainly generates a
lot of discussion for fans of our
sport as well as those who like to
take the opportunity and attempt to
earn some extra spending money.
Along with the casinos and sports-

books in Vegas, many media mem-
bers and journalists like to make
their championship predictions as
well.

I have been making my champi-
onship picks in FasTrack for sev-
eral years, and, I must admit, Iʼve
done a pretty good job. Last year, I

picked Jimmie Johnson
to become the third
racer to win seven Cup
Championships. My
other two picks, Eric
Jones in XFINITY and
Matt Crafton in Camp-
ing World Trucks, did
not cash in. However,
Iʼm willing to say that
very, very few prognos-
ticators selected Daniel
Suarez and Johnny

Sauter to win those two titles. But,
those picks, right or wrong, are in
the record book. Itʼs now time to
gaze into the crystal ball for 2017.

The NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series will see another influx
of young, talented drivers. The
rookie class of Cody Coughlin, Kaz
Grala, Noah Gragson, Chase
Briscoe, and Grant Enfinger should
add greatly to the series. Add John
Hunter Nemechek, Timothy Peters,
Matt Crafton, Christopher Bell,
Austin Cindric, Ben Rhodes, Ryan
Truex, as well as the occasional
Cup driver competing, and the se-
ries looks very strong and compet-
itive. Regan Smith just announced
that he would race a limited CWTS
schedule this year to add another
strong competitor to the mix.

When I thought about my CWTS
picks for this year, I narrowed my
choices down to three. No, Iʼm not
going to be that guy who gives you
three picks for the title; Iʼll just make
one selection. Iʼm going to select
Christopher Bell to win the 2017
CWTS title. In a tight rookie battle,
Iʼll pick Chase Brisoe to be the top
first-year driver.

The XFINITY Series, in my opin-
ion, does not have as many title
contenders as the CWTS. With
several competitors moving to Cup
from last year, the series has more
of a ʻHaves and have not” look. The
XFINITY rookie class looks really
strong with William Byron, Daniel
Hemric, and Cole Custer each run-
ning the full schedule. Veterans El-
liott Sadler, Justin Allgaeir, Michael
Annett, Brendan Gaughan, and
Brennan Poole return to the series
and will be joined by young-guns
Ryan Reed, Blake Koch, Brandon
Jones, Matt Tifft, Dakota Arm-
strong, and Ryan Seig. Morgan

Shepherd will compete in the XFIN-
ITY Series again this year, his 50th
year of racing.

The crystal ball is not as foggy
when I look to pick my 2017 XFIN-
ITY champ. I think 2017 will be El-
liott Sadlerʼs year. As one of the
senior members of this series from
an experience factor, plus the fact
that he drives for JR Motorsports,
will give Sadler the edge that he
needs to hoist the title in Home-
stead. The rookie battle could be a
tough one. Byron, Hemric, and
Custer will all have competitive
rides with experienced teams. All
three have the ability to win a race
and challenge for a playoff spot as
well as the rookie crown. I know
that I can select only one, and my
pick for the rookie award is William
Byron.

I saved the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series for the last
picks because I feel as though itʼs
the toughest division to predict a
champion. With the Ford camp at
Penske Racing (Logano, Ke-
selowski) strengthened by the ad-
dition of the Stewart-Haas Teams
(Harvick, Kurt Busch, Bowyer,
Patrick), I could easily see a Ford
driver winning the title. And, donʼt
forget Ryan Blaney with the Wood
Brothers as potential race winner
and playoff driver. The Toyota camp
remains “loaded” with Joe Gibbs
Racing (Kyle Busch, Hamlin,
Kenseth, and Daniel Suarez),
along with Furniture Row Racing
(Martin Truex Jr., Eric Jones) carry-
ing their banner. The Chevrolet
Cup teams at Hendrick, Richard
Childress, and Ganassi provide
depth and strength when you look

at championship contenders. Cer-
tainly, the “bowtie” group of John-
son, Kahne, Elliott, Earnhardt Jr.,
Newman, Menard, Dillon, Larson,
and McMurray will win their share
of races and be strong challengers
to keep the Cup title in their house.
The Cup rookie class in 2017 is an-
other very strong and talented
group. Ty Dillon, Eric Jones, Daniel
Suarez, and Gray Gaulding will
provide an interesting “race within
a race” for the rookie crown. It
wouldnʼt surprise me to see at least
one or more rookies win a race and
make the 2017 Cup playoff.

Iʼve skated around making my
picks for Cup champ and top rookie
long enough. In one of the tough-
est selections Iʼve ever had to
make, I pick Joey Logano to win
the Monster Energy Cup Champi-
onship. In another tough decision,
Iʼll select Eric Jones as the top Cup
rookie this season.

There you have it, my fearless
predictions for the champion and
top rookie in each of the three top
divisions of NASCAR. Iʼm sure Iʼll
second guess myself several times
during the season, but the picks
are made and buried in my back
yard till November. Regardless of
who hoists the trophies at Home-
stead, Iʼm looking forward to an en-
tertaining and exciting racing
season. 

Hopefully, my expectations will
be fulfilled by, not only the compet-
itive action on the track, but new
and exciting marketing and promo-
tional programs from new spon-
sors. Best of luck to everyone and
letʼs all enjoy a safe 2017 racing
season.
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DENNIS PUNCH

Joey Logano (my pick for Cup Champion) started off the season

with a win in the Clash at Daytona. 



By REID SPENCER

D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - When
Brad Keselowski and
Denny Hamlin collided
in Turn 2 on the final
lap of Sunday's rain-
delayed Advance Auto
Parts Clash at Day-
tona International
Speedway, Joey
Logano was there to

seize the moment.
Charging to the outside and

grabbing the lead near the entry to
the Superstretch at the 2.5-mile
speedway, Logano took the check-
ered flag 1.121 seconds ahead of
runner-up Kyle Busch, who beat
third-place finisher Alex Bowman to
the stripe by .018 seconds.

Danica Patrick dodged the Turn
2 melee to surge from 10th to
fourth on the final lap to post her
first top-five finish in any Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series race,
though the result is not official be-
cause "The Clash" is an exhibition
event with a limited field.

Kevin Harvick, driving a Ford for
the first time at NASCAR's highest
level, came home fifth.

Daniel Suarez, in his first Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
start, finished eighth. 

Logano's victory was the first in
"The Clash" for a Ford driver since
Dale Jarrett took the checkered flag
in 2004.

Joe Gibbs Racing Toyotas set-
tled into the first four spots after a
restart on Lap 65, but Team
Penske teammates Keselowski
and Logano sped toward the front
in the outside lane, successfully
side-drafted and broke up the
Camry armada.

The race was decided when Ke-
selowski challenged defending win-
ner Hamlin for the lead on the final
lap. Keselowski, who came home
sixth, powered his Ford to the bot-
tom of Turn 2. Hamlin tried to pro-
tect his position, and the cars
collided, Hamlin's Toyota spinning
wildly and Keselowski's Ford losing
momentum off the corner.

Logano pulled out to a 100-yard
lead and maintained it as Busch
and Bowman battled side-by-side
behind him.

"That was the play," Logano said
of the side-drafting strategy. "The
Toyotas are so selfless, I guess is
the way to look at it. They're able to

work together and think of one car
winning, and they're really good at
that.

"We had to think that same way
as Ford (drivers), and we Stewart-
Haas and the Penske cars, we
were able to get a good enough run
to work together enough to break
them up and make the passes, and
then there at the end, it was kind of
a mess.

"Everything was going really
fast, and I was just in the right place
at the right time."

Even though "The Clash" fea-
tured a mandatory caution at Lap
25, and even though the cars had
been set up for racing under the
lights, drivers were uniformly ag-
gressive in the opening segment,
often running three-wide in an at-
tempt to gain track position.

On Lap 17, Kurt Busch fell victim
to a handling problem with reigning
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries Jimmie Johnson's No. 48
Chevrolet. Johnson got loose in
Turn 4 and spun into the right rear
of Busch's No. 41 Stewart-Haas
Racing Ford, turning Busch hard
into the outside wall.

"I was just minding my own busi-
ness in the low groove and we got
tagged in the right rear," Kurt Busch
said after exiting the Infield Care
Center. "It's kind of a shame -- all of
the hard work and the effort every-
body puts into the off-season --
Doug Yates and his engines and
everybody from Ford and every-
body at Stewart-Haas, all of the ef-
fort put toward building a car and
we didn't even make it to the first pit
stop, so it's kind of a bummer." 

Johnson car survived that
wreck, but the handling remained
evil, and on Lap 49 he spun again
off Turn 4 and clobbered the inside
wall near the entrance to pit road.
The wreck put Johnson out of the
race, his sixth straight DNF in the
season-opening exhibition event.

With 14 laps left, Martin Truex Jr.
tried to fill a hole that wasn't there
and clipped the right front of Kyle
Larson's No. 42 Chip Ganassi Rac-
ing Chevrolet. Truex spun in Turn
3, rocketed toward the outside wall
and caught the left rear of Chris
Buescher's No. 37 Chevrolet,
which needed two trips to pit road
to repair the damage.

That wreck set up the wild 11-lap
run to the finish that saw the op-
portunistic Logano take advantage of the last-lap tangle between Ke- selowski and Hamlin.
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Logano Nabs Victory

in ʻThe Clashʼ After

Wild Final Lap

Joey Logano celebrates his first Clash win at Daytona Interna-

tional Speedway last Sunday after rain postponed the opening

event of 2017. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER

D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Winning
back-to-back Daytona
500 poles is some-
thing of a family tradi-
tion, as Chase Elliott
proved by the skin of
his teeth Sunday at
Daytona International
Speedway.

The last driver to take a lap in
the second and final round of Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
qualifying at the 2.5-mile super-
speedway, Elliott covered the dis-
tance in 46.663 seconds (192.872
mph) to edge Hendrick Motorsports
teammate Dale Earnhardt Jr. by
.002 seconds.

The pole was the second
straight for Elliott, who led the field
to green last year as a Sunoco
rookie. It was the third straight for

Elliott's crew chief, Alan Gustafson,
who won the pole with driver Jeff
Gordon in 2015 in Gordon's last
year as a full-time driver.

With three straight poles as a
crew, Gustafson shares a record
previously held solely by Ernie El-
liott, Chase Elliott's uncle, who
fielded cars driven by former Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
champion Bill Elliott, Chase's fa-
ther.

"Everybody at Hendrick Motor-
sports has done a lot of work this
off-season," said Elliott, who
claimed the third Coors Light Pole
Award of his career, all at restrictor-
plate tracks. "This team definitely
has a knack for these plate tracks,
as they showed with Jeff Gordon
and then last year with here and
Talladega (where Elliott also won
the pole).

"But that stuff doesn't just hap-

pen by staying the same, as every-
body knows. Everyone is always
trying to get better and make their
cars better and faster, and the en-
gine shop is always finding new
things. So I think that's just proof
that they're improving with every-
body else and taking that next step,
which is really impressive.

"I'm happy to be a part of it, and
hopefully we can run good next
Sunday."

Elliott and Earnhardt are the only
two drivers locked into their starting
spots for next Sundayʼs 59th run-
ning of the "Great American Race"
(2 p.m. ET on FOX, MRN, SiriusXM
NASCAR Radio). They will lead the
field to the green flag in both Can-
Am Duel 150-mile qualifying races
on Thursday night (7 p.m. ET, FS1,
MRN, SiriusXM NASCAR Radio) --
Elliott in the first Duel, Earnhardt in
the second.

Earnhardt is racing for the first
time since a concussion sidelined
him for the final 18 events of the
2016 season. The satisfaction of
locking in a front-row starting posi-
tion tempered his disappointment
at missing the pole by the slimmest
of margins.

"I certainly would have loved to
have gotten a pole, but my boss
man (Rick Hendrick) is happy,"
Earnhardt said. "I just talked to him
on the phone, and he's got to be
thrilled with having his cars up
front."

Brad Keselowski qualified third
at 192.691 mph and will start on the
outside of the front row in Thursday
night's first Duel. Clint Bowyer, in
his first competitive effort in a Stew-
art-Haas Racing Ford, will start be-
side Earnhardt in the second Duel
after posting the fourth-fastest
speed (192.571 mph).

With 36 chartered teams know-
ing they will race next Sunday, six
Open entries are vying for the four
remaining berths in the Daytona
500 field. Sunday's time trials
brought good news for Brendan
Gaughan and Elliott Sadler, who
know they will race next Sunday as
the two fastest qualifiers among the
"go-fast-or-go-homers."

Conversely, Jeffrey Earnhardt
and Timmy Hill, who posted the two
slowest times in the field, can race
in the 500 only if they are the
fastest Open drivers in their re-
spective Duels.
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Chase Elliott Captures

Back-To-Back Daytona

500 Poles

The Mountain Dew toast  between pole winner Chase Elliott (right) and front row sitting Dale Earnhardt Jr. (left) kicks off the official pole

day celebration in Daytonaʼs victory lane. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



DAYTONA
BEACH, FL - Multi-car
wrecks, red flags and
six cautions could not
keep ARCA Racing
Series presented by
Menards champi-
onship contender
Austin Theriault from
finding his way to vic-
tory lane at Daytona
Int'l Speedway.

Theriault, in Ken
Schrader's No. 52 Or-
lando Longwood Auto

Auction Chevrolet, kept himself up
front most of the way and, as a re-
sult, out of harm's way to win the
action-packed Lucas Oil Complete
Engine Treatment 200 Driven by
General Tire Saturday afternoon.

Theriault, who led just four
laps, drove around the outside of
Terry Jones on lap 73, and then
held on up through lap 75, which
ended up being long enough to
win when the race officially ended
five laps shy of the intended dis-
tance.

"Just an amazing effort from my
guys...Ken Schrader Racing
brought a great Orlando Long-
wood Auto Auction Chevrolet,"
said Theriault. "I think we would
have won even if we would have
gone back to green...our car was
that strong."

However, the race didn't go
back to green as a result of dam-
age to the safer barrier that re-
quired repairs that would have

taken longer to fix than the series'
allotted time.

With sprinkles in the air, Jones,
in the No. 30 NORTRAX Toyota,
finished second after leading 25
laps, more laps than anyone else.

"I was praying for rain late in
the race," said Jones. "This was
my best superspeedway finish.
We had a good clean run...stayed
up front all day and out of trouble.
It would have been so cool to
bring the trophy back to Canada.
We were just a few laps from win-
ning. We're not done trying, I'll tell
you that."

As a single car team, Theriault,
who started ninth, had to rely on
help from some of his fiercest
competitors.

"The Cunningham cars (Shane
Lee and Dalton Sargeant) helped
a lot today and played a strong
part in getting us to the front. I
thought the 25 (Tom Hessert) did
a great job...he pushed us along
on the outside. We just had a re-
ally strong car all day, especially
with good cars behind us. Gained
a couple spots on pit road...had a
lot of help on the track and we put
ourselves in position to win. Me
and Kenny (Schrader) are excited
to get to the phones and see if we
can make something happen. Our
focus is to run for the ARCA
championship and we made that
clear tonight."

Cunningham Motorsports team-
mates Shane Lee and Dalton
Sargeant had a productive night,

finishing third and fourth respec-
tively.

"Overall, our car was really
good," said Lee, driver of the No.
22 Big Tine Ford. "It was really
fast with the 25 and 30. We got
stuck in a few lines that weren't
working so we had to side-draft a
little more than usual but we can't
complain...this is a great way to
start off the season. The General
Tires were great and we didn't
slide 'em. This is a good night."

Sargeant finished fourth in the
No. 77 Phoenix Construction-Billy
Ballew Ford.

"This is pretty special to come
to Daytona with a new Cunning-
ham Motorsports team and come
out with a top-five," said Sargeant.
"This is my first Daytona
race...you definitely side-draft a lot
more than you do at Talladega.
Had a lot of fun. Overall, a good
night and a solid night for the

championship. Fortunately, we
were ahead of all those wrecks."

General Tire polesitter Tom
Hessert finished fifth in the No. 25
Andrews-Renton Coil Spring Toy-
ota after leading the first 21 laps.

Six caution periods and three
multi-car crashes mixed up the
order throughout the race, includ-
ing one on lap 75 that resulted in
Justin Fontaine getting upside on
the frontstretch. Fontaine was
transported to a local hospital for
further evaluation. Despite nearly
half the field sustaining some level
of damage, all drivers were evalu-
ated and released with the excep-
tion of Fontaine.

Bret Holmes finished sixth.
Ricky Sanders was seventh. Kyle
Weatherman gave Mason Mitchell
Motorsports its best finish among
a three-car team with an eighth-
place finish.. Rookie Clint King
was ninth.
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Racing Win at Daytona

Austin Theriault stayed up front to win the Lucas Oil Complete En-

gine Treatment 200 at Daytona. (ARCA photo)
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NEW SMYRNA,
Fla. – A year after
coming up just short at
New Smyrna Speed-
way, Ronnie Bassett
Jr. walked away with
the Jet Tools 150 Sun-

day night for his first career
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East vic-
tory.

In his 40th career start, Bassett
led the final 42 laps – the first laps
heʼs led in the series – and out-dis-
tanced runner-up Zane Smith by
3.563 seconds.

Bassett started seventh and by
Lap 108 had moved the No. 04
Bassett Gutters and More Ford to
the front. He used a strong restart
to pass his brother Dillon Bassett
for the race lead.

“I was just watching the
restarts,” said Ronnie Bassett, “and
I picked a spot in the two lines, and
I went after it, and I guess my
brother spun his tires a little bit.”

Bassett finished third at New
Smyrna last season and is the only
driver that was entered into Sun-
dayʼs race that has competed in all
four series visits to the Florida half-
mile.

“We work extremely hard to
make these race cars good every
weekend,” Ronnie Bassett said.
“Weʼve had some good runs.
Weʼve finished second, third, fourth
and fifth, but weʼve just never been
able to capture the deal, and
tonight, I guess was our night and
we were able to get it done.”

Smith, making his NASCAR
K&N Pro Series debut, was fastest
overall in practice but had to start
his No. 43 Diamondback Towing
Toyota in the 25th position after his
qualifying run was disallowed for an
infraction. 

“The car was good,” Smith said.
“Still mad at myself for the qualify-
ing deal, but I cannot thank every-
one enough for all they did getting
this thing on rails, and I really think
if we were able to start up front, itʼd
be a different story.”

Derek Kraus, Harrison Burton
and Travis Cope rounded out the
top five. Earlier in the day, Burton
captured his second 21 Means 21
Pole Award presented by Coors
Brewing Co.

Reid Wilson finished sixth, followed
by Hunter Baize, Chase Purdy,
Todd Gilliland and Spencer Davis.

Gilliland, the defending race win-
ner, blew a tire on Lap 103 while
leading. Davis, who qualified sec-
ond, was penalized on the opening
lap for jumping the raceʼs initial
start. Dillon Bassett led a race-high
79 laps but finished 24th after being
involved in a late-race accident.

The Jet Tools 150 will air on
NBCSN on Saturday, February 25
at 10 a.m.

Up next on the schedule for the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East is
the Kevin Whitaker 150 at South
Carolinaʼs Greenville Pickens
Speedway on Saturday, April 8.

Alon Day Back

With One Goal:

The NWES Title
Next driver and two-time Junior

Trophy winner Alon Day will return
the NASCAR Whelen Euro Series
with one sole goal in mind: to win
the European NASCAR Champi-
onship. The Israeli will also aim at
expanding his program in the
United States, adding as many
races as possible to his NASCAR
campaign. 

“I am really happy to be back
and race again in the NASCAR
Whelen Euro Series and to do it
with CAAL Racing, the team I had
so much success with. You don't
want to change a winning team,”
said Day, who finished third in
points in 2016.

In the first two years of his
NASCAR career, Day amassed 6
wins, 4 poles, 12 top-5s and 18 top-
10s that place him straight among
the favourites in the European
NASCAR title hunt for 2017.
Thanks to his success in the
NASCAR Whelen Euro Series, the
Tel-Aviv resident became the first
driver coming from outside North
America to be selected for the

NASCAR Next program and took
part in four races between the
NASCAR Xfinity Series and the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series.

“I know most of the tracks and I
know I have a good car and a team
around me capable of winning,
which gives me a lot of confidence
to fight even harder. I have one
goal for this year, and it is to win the
championship for me and for CAAL
Racing,” said Day. “Beside that I
also hope to add as many races as
possible this year in the USA. We
are still looking for sponsors and
we will keep working hard on the
program.”

Alon Day will team up with
NWES veteran Freddy Nordstrom
in the ELITE 1 Division at CAAL
Racing, while Arianna Casoli, Gil
Linster and Felipe Rabello will drive
the Italian cars in ELITE 2 in what
will be a truly international lineup.

“It is fantastic to have Alon back
with us for the third consecutive
year and to resign drivers like
Freddy and Arianna. It proves that
we are doing a good job and we
have everything to compete at the
highest level,” said CAAL Racing
Team Manager Luca Canneori.
“Alon and Freddy will surely bring
us important results in ELITE 1 and
we count on Arianna to compete
once again for the Lady Cup, while
I believe that Gil and Felipe will
both be positive surprises in ELITE
2.”

Day will be back in action with
his CAAL Racing teammates at the
Autodromo di Franciacorta on
March 3 for the official NASCAR
Whelen Euro Series Prologue to
the 2017 season.
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g Bassett Breaks

Through For First Win
Drives Away With K&N Pro

East Opener at New Smyrna

Ronnie Bassett celebrates in Victory Lane at Florida's New

Smyrna Speedway following his first career NASCAR K&N Pro Se-

ries East win Sunday night. (SARAH CRABILL/ Getty Images

photo)

In the first two years of his NASCAR career, Day amassed 6 wins, 4

poles, 12 top-5s and 18 top-10s that place him straight among the

favourites in the European NASCAR title hunt for 2017. (NASCAR

Whelen Euro Series / Stephane Azemard photo)
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BARBERVILLE,
FL - Brandon Shep-
pard fought his way to
Victory Lane during
night eight of the 46th
annual DIRTcar Na-
tionals in the 30-lap
DIRTcar Racing Late
Model Feature. It was-
n't an easy path for
Sheppard to get to the
front of the pack as
Brian Shirley tried to
fend him off any way

possible.
Sheppard started in the fourth

position but found his way to sec-
ond within the first 10 laps. He
passed Shane Clanton, who
started the feature third, early on
and then had to duel with Tyler Erb.
Sheppard then began reeling in
Shirley and was at his door knock-
ing by lap 10. They ran side-by-side
and the lead position was juggled
between the No. 1 and No. 3 ma-
chines for several laps. Sheppard
finally made the pass on lap 13 but
Shirley didn't surrender as they
continued to run side-by-side.

"One of the things I've struggled
with here a lot is knowing where I
need to be on the track," said
Sheppard. "Mark [Richards] talked
to me a bunch before we went out
for that race and he was giving me
pointers on where I need to pick up
speed, and where I need to be out
of the gas, and how to keep my
momentum up... I feel like I learned
a lot for later in the week."

It was Clanton who next found
his way to Shirley's bumper and
also found his way around to claim
the second position with only five
laps to go. Clanton, with his No.25
Capital Racecars chassis, was
then gunning for the lead and for
Sheppard. Unfortunately for Clan-
ton, he ran out of laps once he was
close enough to pass for the lead.

Chris Madden Grab
A Gator

BARBERVILLE, FL - On the
seventh day of the 46th annual
DIRTcar Nationals, 43 Late Models
migrated to Volusia Speedway
Park to test their luck at the 'World's
Fastest Half-Mile'. The season
opening swing through Georgia
and Florida continues and drivers
are hoping to leave the track with a
coveted Gator trophy in the pas-
senger seat. Chris Madden began
his collection of gators tonight.

Madden steadily gained ground

on pole sitter and race leader Brian
Shirley who had made a significant
breakaway from the rest of the field
early in the race. With the help of a
restart, Madden was able to make
a pass on the high-side of Brian
Shirley on lap 13 to claim the lead.

"We got a good restart and then
we were able to get out in the clean
air and we had a pretty good car
tonight," said Chris Madden. "It was
too tight the first 10 or so laps but
overall we had a great race car. I'm
going to take this [Gator] home to
my little man, Avery."

Shirley was running a line on the
bottom of the track which seemed
to be working for him until Madden
tested the waters in the middle of
the track and started catching up.

"It's a damned if you do, damned
if you don't deal," said Shirley in re-
sponse to his choice to run the bot-
tom of the track. "I mean he got
around us there and got away from
me and I just changed my line and
reeled him back in. I know we had
a car capable of winning the race."

Chub Frank was also among the

front runners Monday night and
was trailing closely behind Shirley
and Madden until his right-rear tire
exploded. Frank doesn't have a full
crew right now, so with the help of
his friend and relative, Doug Eck,
and a few others he had a new tire
on quickly, but had to restart at the
rear. He ultimately finished 21 of
the 24-car Feature.

Schatz Charges to Win

at Volusia
BARBERVILLE, FL - Donny

Schatz etched his name into DIRT-
car Nationals history Sunday, win-
ning both the afternoon and night
show at Volusia Speedway Park.
The trip down victory lane gave
Schatz 17 career wins at the half-
mile, and he captured three of the
five sprint shows in the 12-day
event.

With the victory, Schatz joined
Jeff Swindell and Sammy Swindell
as the only Outlaws to win multiple
series races in one day. Jeff
Swindell first accomplished the
one-day sweep at Rolling Wheels
(N.Y.) Raceway Park on October 8,
1994. Sammy Swindell matched
his brother's feat in 1999 at Bloom-
ington (Ind.) Speedway.

Though Schatz won the majority
of the week's sprint car races,
those he did not win proved to test
his No. 15 Tony Stewart-Curb/Aga-
janian Racing team. In the World of
Outlaws Craftsman® Sprint Car
Series opener, Schatz qualified
24th in a 36-car pack and placed
fourth in his heat race. Sunday
night was similar, as Schatz only
qualified seven positions better and
placed fifth in his heat. What dif-
fered for the eight-time champion
this time was his ability to move
through the 26-car feature field.

"We didn't change anything,"
Schatz said. "I thought the car felt
really good. I actually thought I
could get to the middle pretty well,
but that changed once we got that
going. These guys are incredible
with what they do. I love it."

Schatz started 17th in the 30-lap
feature, but made quick work of
those between him and a podium
position. By the 12th lap Schatz
skidded through the bottom, pass-
ing multiple drivers into fourth. The
next lap Schatz made his move for
third, getting under quick-timer
Brian Brown. Brown won his way
through the program, setting the
quick time and eventually leading
the feature into the green flag.

Within the final 10 laps and one
position later, Schatz threatened for
first. David Gravel, who took the
lead on the fifth lap, maintained the
top spot by building speed on the
top cushion. Gravel said he felt
comfortable "staying on top and
running alone," but Schatz began
to close the gap with each lap by
cutting the corners out of turns
three and four; lapped traffic gave
Gravel enough real-estate to not
alter his line. However with two laps
remaining, the two barreled down
the front stretch side by side - only
for Schatz to catch him in turn one.
Gravel said where he saved time
with lapped traffic, he ended up giv-
ing time back at the end.

"We wanted to win there,"
Gravel said. "Lapped traffic got us.
Sometimes we're better running
second. I don't know what I could
have done differently, but I did the
best I could. Just leading all those
laps you want to win."

Despite Gravel's shortcoming, in
hindsight he said he had a good
week. Having battled through four
motor changes - the CJB Motor-
sports team had to get three more
Kistler engines delivered to even
be able to run the finale - he still ad-
vanced to the Craftsman® Club
Dash in both shows. Because of
the consistency, Gravel took home
the coveted 'Big Gator' trophy, 

(Continued Next Page)
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Donny Schatz emerges from his car after winning the first feature

event on Sunday during the DIRTcar Nationals at Volusia Speed-

way Park. He later won the evening portion of the double-header

to turn his luck around. (Paul Arch photo)
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which is awarded to
the top performing
driver overall.

"We just need to
continue to get better
and run well," said
Gravel, whose focus is
helping refresh and re-
plenish his team's in-
ventory. 

The series will
head West for its an-
nual Kick-off Tour.
First, the Outlaws will
tackle two Texas
tracks from March 3-4:
Lonestar Speedway

and Gator Motorplex. For more in-
formation, visit woosprint.com/kick-
off-tour.

Schatz Reverses
His Luck to Win
Second DIRTcar
Nationals Gator

BARBERSVILLE, FL - It's not
unusual for two series champions
to face-off in the 46th Annual DIRT-
car Nationals at Volusia Speedway
Park. In the first show of a Sunday
double-header, eight-time World of
Outlaws Craftsman® Sprint Car
Series Champion Donny Schatz re-
visited his fierce battle with Arctic
Cat All-Star Circuit of Champions ti-
tleholder Chad Kemenah. Like the
Wednesday night thriller - starting
in the first row with Kemenah -
Schatz again established himself
as the best-of-the-best between the
two series.

But it did not come easily for the
Fargo, N.D. native, who has now
won a DIRTcar Nationals show
every year since 2011.

On Friday night Schatz finished
14thin the feature, his worst finish
since the series opener last season
(when he placed 18th). But Schatz
said one major adjustment was opt-
ing for a harder tire.

"We did make some tire
changes today and went with a
harder tire," Schatz said. "I think it
hurt us early in the race, but they
don't pay for the first lap they pay
for the last. The driver just showed
up today with an attitude.  I guess
you could say he made all the mis-
takes in one night (Friday)."

Once the green flag was waved,
Schatz overtook Kemenah and ex-
tended his lead to nearly one sec-
ond. Kemenah reclaimed his spot
before the race's first caution on
the ensuing restart.

In the race's most exhilarating
exchange, the two danced around
each other - inversely switching

lines high and low. Schatz was the
first to take the lead, wedging his
car under Kemenah's in the second
turn. Kemenah used the back-
stretch to regroup, and butted his
left-front tire nearly up against the
inside wall in turn three for first po-
sition.

On Lap 14, strategy played to
Schatz's favor. Schatz made the
decision to start on the inside of the
race's second caution - as the two
made their passes on the bottom
earlier. Schatz was successful on
the restart. Kemenah dropped off
Schatz's pace - nearly two tenths
faster than the field with each lap.
This left the door open for Friday
night's winner Jason Johnson to
slip by Kemenah and secure a sec-
ond-place finish; Kemenah settled
for third.

Like Schatz, David Gravel also
underwent a roller-coaster of a
week. Gravel won Thursday's All-
Star finale, but since has blown four
motors.

Expending his reserve, CJB Mo-
torsports sent for three new motors
to be shipped to Volusia. Gravel
said race engines "eat dirt every
day," so self-inflicted malfunctions
are bound to happen.

On his fifth Kistler motor, Gravel
turned-around Friday's last place
finish by first setting Sunday after-
noon's quick time with a 13.453. He
carried that momentum to his heat
race, doubling on his successes. A
small scare in the Craftsman® Club
Dash when he got into the turn two
wall. Escaping with only minor
damage this was the only hiccup
Gravel had throughout the show,
ultimately collecting his first World
of Outlaws top-five performance of
the year.

"When that fifth motor is good
enough to quick time, it speaks to
how good our engine program is,"
said Gravel, who added that he
never lost doubt in his Kistler En-
gine package. "We never give up.
We screwed up a little in the dash,
but we just kept looking forward.
There's no reason why we can't win
tonight."

With the victory, Schatz can be-
come the first Outlaw since Jeff
Swindell and Sammy Swindell to
win multiple series races in one
day. Jeff Swindell first accom-
plished the one-day sweep at
Rolling Wheels Raceway Park on
October 8, 1994. Sammy Swindell
matched his younger brothers feat
in 1999 at Bloomington Speedway.

Volusia Park
Speedway Statement
BARBERVILLE, FL - Volusia

Speedway Park staff and manage-
ment worked through the night
Sunday to provide support to the
family and friends of the partici-
pants involved in the incident in the
pit area outside of Turn 2 during the
World of Outlaws feature event por-
tion of the program and to further
evaluate all aspects of the situa-
tion.

Prior to the 46th annual running
of the DIRTcar Nationals, the safety
measures in place at the speedway
have done their job. Under its cur-
rent ownership since 2005, no race
car has compromised a catch
fence at the speedway. The safety
arrangement in Turns 1 and 2 at
Volusia Speedway Park includes
an earthen reinforced steel
guardrail on the racing surface, a
buffer area and a cable reinforced
steel catch fence.  

The catch fence protecting the
pit area at the exit of Turn 2 utilizes
a different configuration than that
which is used around the balance
of the facility. In addition to repair-
ing the catch fence, the pit area
closest to the racing surface in Turn
2 will be closed to all competitors,
participants and officials for the re-
maining six nights of racing.

While not affected by the inci-
dent Sunday night, a small set of

bleachers intended for use by com-
petitors and crew members that
would have fallen within the re-
stricted area has also been re-
moved.

"Our thoughts and prayers are
with the members of our racing
family injured Sunday night, and we
are encouraged by the reports of
the excellent care they are receiv-
ing at Halifax," said Brian Carter,
CEO of Volusia Speedway Park. 

"We have implemented addi-
tional safety measures and are
very proud of our emergency med-
ical personnel and their response
to the incident."

Justin Allgaier Motorsports Crew
Chief Kelly Kovski sustained in-
juries during the mishap Sunday
night. He is being treated at Halifax
Health Medical Center in Daytona
Beach, FL. and is listed in stable
condition according to a statement
issued by Justin on behalf of the
family. 

The family requests privacy at
this time and appreciates all
prayers and well wishes. They
would also like to thank the first re-
sponders and medical staff for their
rapid response. 

Justin will not compete in the re-
mainder of the DIRTcar Nationals

(Continued Next Page)
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events this year and
wishes to thank those
teams and crew mem-
bers who assisted in
getting the car loaded
so that everyone could
get to the hospital to
be with Kelly.

Mr. Gary Streek of
the United Kingdom
has been released.

A family member
visiting one of the in-
jured has since been
admitted after experi-
encing some discom-
fort.

Hoffman Scores

Second Gator
BARBERVILLE, FL - Nick Hoff-

man darted past Robbie Eilers on
the opening lap and turned in a
dominating 20-lap performance in
the main event for his second UMP
Modified win of the 46th Annual
DIRTcar Nationals at Volusia
Speedway Park on Friday night.

Hoffman was perfect all night
long. He turned in his second per-
fect night of the week after he set
quick time overall in qualifying be-
fore winning his heat race and
capped the night with a main event
victory.

Eilers started on the pole, but
Hoffman dove past him on the bot-
tom of the first two corners and
never looked back on his way to
the victory. 

"Rolling out on to the track be-
fore the feature, I knew I would be
pretty dialed in," Hoffman said.
"Robbie just buried it into [turn] one
a little too deep and missed the bot-
tom on the first lap. I drove by him
by the center and led every lap. It
was really good and after that I just
made sure to hit my marks."

On lap 12, Hoffman raced his
way into lapped traffic and had to
negotiate slower cars. It was a
short challenge though, as a cau-
tion on lap 14 granted Hoffman a
clean racetrack for the final six
laps. 

Hoffman's teammate, Willie
Krup used the restart to take sec-
ond from Eilers and then sustained
the runner-up spot for his first
podium finish this week. 

"If I could hit the bottom without
the water being out there [in turn
three], we were pretty decent,"
Krup said. "All in all, it was a pretty
good run for us. I've had a fast car
all week, I just haven't gotten the
good finishes yet."

Krup had one final opportunity to

steal a win from his teammate
when the second and final caution
waved for a spin on lap 19 just be-
fore Hoffman could take the check-
ered flag. However, Hoffman
wouldn't be denied as he drove to
victory by over two seconds follow-
ing the restart.

"The way it went all night, I knew
if I just hit the bottom and didn't
miss it, I'd be fine," Hoffman ex-
plained. "It was pretty nerve-wrack-
ing riding around during that
caution thinking something might
break."

Eilers maintained the third spot
for his first top-five finish of the
week. Rounding out the top-five
were Trent Young and Jacob
Hawkins.

Krup, Eilers, Devin Dixon, Taylor
Cook, and David Stremme were
also heat race winners. Matt
Crafton, Tyler Clem and Justin All-
gaier claimed B-Main victories.

Ruhlman Rallies for
Second Career Gator
BARBERVILLE, FL - Brian

Ruhlman devised a perfect plot and
forced Ken Schrader from his pre-
ferred line as he engineered a pass
in the outside groove with two laps
to go for his first win of the 46th An-
nual DIRTcar Nationals at Volusia
Speedway Park on Thursday night. 

After passing Schrader, the
Clarklake, Mich. driver took the
checkered flag by over two sec-
onds for his second career Volusia
win, extending his point lead in the
week long chase for a Big Gator
trophy.

Ruhlman started fourth in the
20-lap main event and ran second
to the polesitter Schrader until he
took advantage of a lap 17 restart.
Ruhlman showed the nose of his
No.49 to the inside of Schrader's
No.9 several times before the final
restart on lap 17, which he re-
vealed was a setup move to make
the winning pass.

"Kenny's a smart racer and he's
one of my heroes," Ruhlman said
in Victory Lane. "He was in the rub-
ber and I had to get him out of the
rubber to where I could pass him. I
kept showing him the nose on the
bottom so he would move down to
the bottom, then I could roll the top
[lane]. To say I shnookered Kenny
Schrader is pretty cool."

Schrader, earned his first top-
five finish of the week, outdueling
Tuesday night winner and second-
place starter Jacob Hawkins in the
process. Schrader shook off
Ruhlman's initial challenge, but
knew he couldn't hold him off until
the checkered flag. 

"I knew he was coming,"
Schrader said. "We started getting
slow off of [turn] two. I got to the
bottom to block him, but it didn't
make any difference. He was
faster. He was going around."

Hawkins' third-place finish was
his second of the week on the
podium and third straight top-10 re-
sult. He held off a trio of late-race
challenges from Taylor Cook to
earn the third spot.

Nick Hoffman set quick time in
group time trials for the second
straight race with a lap of 18.498
seconds. Ruhlman, Schrader and
Hawkins were all heat race winners
along with Tony Anderson, Justin
Allgaier and Josh Rice. Ray
Bollinger, Chase Collins and Hoff-
man earned wins in the B-Mains.

Nick Hoffman Records
Perfect Night To Earn

UMP Modified Win
BARBERVILLE, FL - Nick Hoff-

man led every lap he raced en
route to his first win of the 46th An-
nual DIRTcar Nationals in DIRTcar
UMP Modified action at Volusia
Speedway Park on Wednesday
night. The Mooresville, N.C. driver
paced all 20 laps of the main event
to earn his eighth career Volusia
victory.

"This will just add to my pond. I
have eight of them now," Hoffman
said in Victory Lane as he received
his Gator trophy. "Nothing went
wrong tonight. Last night was kind
of a struggle, but it was awesome
tonight. I knew the racetrack was
going to be in my favor tonight. I
just tried to hug the infield wall and
make laps as smooth as I could."

Hoffman was flawless in the bot-
tom groove and proved too strong
even for the field of talented veter-
ans. He held off Kenny Wallace in
the opening laps and David
Stremme following the final restart
of the night on lap 17. 

"I knew a couple of those guys
would try the top, but most of the
time here you're married to the bot-
tom," Hoffman said. "I knew if I hit
my marks those last two laps it was
going to be hard to get around me."

Stremme was happy to earn a
podium finish after starting seventh
and recording a sixth-place result
on Tuesday night. However, the
driver of the No.35 was adamant
his team can still find more speed.

Brian Ruhlman was among the
top-three for the second straight
night. Ruhlman had to dispatch of
Wallace on the final lap to earn a
third-place finish.

Hoffman set fast time to start the
night during group time trials with a

lap of 18.218 seconds, topping
Ruhlman's Tuesday fast time of
18.747 seconds around the half-
mile. 

Hoffman was also a heat race
winner, along with Ruhlman, Wal-
lace, Garrett Stewart, Blake Spald-
ing and Jeff Leka. Will Krup,
Johnny Broking and Kyle Strickler
were winners in a trio of B-Mains.
Gene Nicholas qualified into the
main event as the fastest 4th-place
finisher in the three B-Mains.

Jacob Hawkins Soars
to DIRTcar Nationals

Opening Night Victory
BARBERVILLE, FL - Jacob

Hawkins of Fairmont, WV led all 20
laps of the DIRTcar UMP Modified
feature to earn his first career Gator
trophy and win at Volusia Speed-
way Park on night one of the DIRT-
car Nationals.

Hawkins led the opening lap
after starting on the outside of the
front row and held off Brian
Ruhlman over the final 10 laps to
earn his spot in Victory Lane.
Hawkins attributed his success to
car owner Junior Nolan who has
accompanied him there to Florida
in search of a Gator over the last 12
years.

"It hasn't been from lack of ef-
fort," said Hawkins. "Junior's given
me good equipment every time. It
takes a lot of luck down here.
There's so many good cars, you
get to run with guys like Ken
Schrader, Kenny Wallace and the
top talent in the Modifieds. It's a
great feeling [to win]," Hawkins
said.

Hawkins overcame a lap 12
restart but had to deal with
Ruhlman until the final corner.
Ruhlman had the advantage in turn
two, but Hawkins had an answer
for the driver of the No.49 off turn
four.

Kenny Wallace raced his way to
a podium finish after starting ninth
and was content to finish third be-
hind Hawkins and Ruhlman, he
said.

Earlier in the night, Ruhlman set
fast time in qualifying time trials
with a lap of 18.747 seconds
around the half-mile oval. He was
also a heat race winner along with
Hawkins, Will Krup, Jeff Leka, Ray
Bollinger and Scott Kincaid.

Reigning DIRTcar UMP Modified
DIRTcar Nationals champion Nick
Hoffman raced his way into the 20-
lap feature from the first Last
Chance Showdown. Billy Workman
Jr.and Kyle Strickler, both won Last
Chance Showdowns from the pole
starting position.
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SYLVANIA, GA -
The second night of
Winter Freeze VII had
everyone in the crowd
sitting on their edge of
their seats for all 50-
laps of the Craftsman
Club Feature. For 45
of the 50-laps tonight
for the World of Out-
laws Craftsman Late
Model Series event at
Screven Motor Speed-
way, Tyler Erb held on
to the lead despite

Billy Moyer Jr.'s effort to pass him
on multiple restarts.

Although Moyer Jr. didn't have
success trying to pass Erb on the
restarts, Chris Madden had no trou-
ble wheelin' and dealin' around the
track as he was able to take full ad-
vantage of every restart. Three
times when yellow went back to
green he was able to easily pass
cars between turns one and two.
Madden started the Feature in po-
sition eight and on lap 45 he made
the pass for the lead and headed
straight to Victory Lane followed by
Erb and Moyer Jr. 

Madden was not the only driver
on the move. Brandon Overton

started 12 in the Feature but was
able to maneuver his no. 116
Dream Ride to fifth place. Addition-
ally, Steve Casebolt was able to
move up the chain from a 23 start-
ing position to finish 12th.

The two-night showdown at
Screven Motor Speedway proved
that Madden is a force to be reck-
oned with on the track and will be a
threat to the Championship point
standings throughout the season.
Madden will head to Volusia
Speedway Park for DIRTcar Na-
tionals as the leader in points.

"Obviously we're feeling good,"
said Chris Madden. "We are in the
south and now we are headed to
Volusia. We run really good there.
We have come out of [Screven]

with a win and a second [place fin-
ish] which is extremely well so we
are looking forward to going to Vo-
lusia now and then from then on we
are just going to do the best we can
do. We are at a little disadvantage
out there on the road. Those guys
have been to those places many
many times and some of those
places will be my first time ever. I
am a pretty adaptive driver so
hopefully we can adapt to it and get
our car good enough to be consis-

tent and so far we have been able
to do that."

The World of Outlaws Cratfsman
Late Model Series is headed to Vo-
lusia Speedway Park for a three-
day event at DIRTcar Nationals,
February 23-25, 2017.

Eckert Dominates
Season Opener

SYLVANIA, GA - The World of
Outlaws Craftsman Late Model Se-
ries season opener at Screven Mo-
torsports Complex was stacked
with 44 Late Model drivers from
around the country, but that didn't
pose a threat to Rick Eckert as he
was able to lead all 40-laps of the
Feature and finished second in his
heat race earlier in the day.

While all eyes might have been
set on Eckert leading the pack,
there was a lot happening through-
out the event. To start the race Eck-
ert pulled at the redraw to start on
the outside of the front row for the
Feature next to Eric Wells, who
was to start on the pole. After the
field set up for the signature four-
wide salute, Wells experienced
some difficulty and headed off the
track. The pole position was re-
placed by Chris Madden who was
to originally start behind Wells.

Eckert charged forward at the
start and continued to do so
throughout the race widening the

gap between him and Madden de-
spite heavy lap traffic. Madden held
on tight to the second place posi-
tion although Brandon Overton and
Tyler Erb continually challenged
him for the spot. By the checkered
flag, Overton finished third and Erb
finished fourth with Brandon Shep-
pard close behind in fifth.

Also happening during this time,
Chub Frank made his way to the
front half of the field. He began the
Feature in the last row in position
24 due to taking a provisional after
he experienced battery trouble dur-
ing the heat race earlier in the day.
Frank was able to make a few hard
charges down low and found his
way to the sixth position; ultimately
finishing eighth.

Frank and Eckert have been full-
time Series regulars since 2004
when the Series restarted and are
both aware of the importance of
starting the season off ahead.

"It is important to start out early
but we have to get through this
whole Florida swing," said Eckert.
"It's just the next night, and the next
night, and the next night, and it's a
grind. We won here last year but I
think we ended up coming out fifth
or sixth in the points. I'd like to
come out of Florida leading points
and then see if we can fend them
off the rest of the year but it is a
long year after that."
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Chris Madden Claims Night

Two of Winter Freeze VII

CHARLOTTE, NC
- The Kyle Petty Char-
ity Ride Across Amer-
ica, one of the most
successful and popu-
lar charity rides in the
country, today an-
nounced the route for
its 23rd annual motor-
cycle trek. For the first
time in almost a

decade, the Ride led by former
NASCAR driver and NBC Sports
racing analyst Kyle Petty, will travel
across the Pacific Northwest.

With Manheim, North America's
leading provider of used vehicle
services, as returning presenting
sponsor, the Ride will leave Port-
land, Oregon, on May 13 and arrive
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on May
19, covering eight states in seven
days. Petty will lead 200 bikers on
the weeklong, 2,400-mile route to
raise funds and awareness for Vic-
tory Junction - a camp dedicated to

providing life-changing camping ex-
periences for children with chronic
or life-threatening illnesses. 

What started out as Petty and a
small group of friends riding to-
gether for fun in 1995, has grown
into one of the most successful and
popular charity rides in the country.
This year, more than 20 first-time
riders will join the dedicated team
of men and women riding for the
cause, along with new sponsors
and a continued sense of passion. 

"It's pretty straightforward: every
single mile we ride is for one cause,
and that is to send chronically ill
children to camp at Victory Junction
at no cost to their families," said
Petty. "The Ride is an enriching ex-
perience for everyone involved,
and this year we'll be riding through
some spectacular parts of the
country like Mount Rushmore, and
for the very first time the Columbia
River Gorge."

The Ride will see many of our

country's historic landmarks includ-
ing Yellowstone and Badlands Na-
tional Parks; Bighorn National
Forest; and the iconic Harley-
Davidson Museum, the birthplace
of the all-American motorcycle
manufacturing company. Emblem-
atic of the American open road, rid-
ers will also take in roadside
attractions, including the world's
largest ball of twine rolled by one
man in Darwin, Minnesota.

Fans are encouraged to come
support the cause and greet riders
at one of the Ride's seven
overnight stops or daily pit stops.
Spectators along the route may
also purchase memorabilia or con-
tribute to the Ride's "Small Change.
Big Impact." program, which ac-
cepts donations at each stop. 

23rd Anniversary Kyle Petty
Charity Ride Across America
Schedule:

• Day 1, Saturday, May 13 - Port-
land, Oregon to Walla Walla, Wash-
ington 

• Day 2, Sunday, May 14 - Walla
Walla, Washington to Missoula,
Montana

• Day 3, Monday, May 15 - Mis-
soula, Montana to Cody, Wyoming

• Day 4, Tuesday, May 16 -
Cody, Wyoming to Deadwood,

South Dakota
• Day 5, Wednesday, May 17 -

Deadwood, South Dakota to
Mitchell, South Dakota

• Day 6, Thursday, May 18 -
Mitchell, South Dakota to Min-
neapolis, Minnesota

• Day 7, Friday, May 19 - Min-
neapolis, Minnesota to Milwaukee,
Wisconsin

As a result of the Ride, 7,985
children have attended Victory
Junction at no cost to their families.
Last year alone, the Ride raised
more than $1 million, sending 100
children to camp. Victory Junction
has served as the Ride's primary
beneficiary since its establishment
by Petty and his family in 2004 in
honor of his late son, Adam.

The 2017 Ride is made possible
by presenting sponsor Manheim,
as well as Coca-Cola, Harley-
Davidson Motor Company, FCA
Fleet, Racing Electronics, WinCraft
Racing, FLUIDYNE Racing Prod-
ucts, Petty Family Foundation,
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts, Head-
bands of Hope, Piedmont Moving
Systems, ArticBlu, Select-A-Vision
and Goody's. 

For more information or to make
a donation, please visit
www.kylepettycharityride.com.
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Kyle Petty Charity Ride
Across America Rides the
Pacific Northwest for its

23rd Annual Route 



OCALA, FL - The
former Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series
Rookie of the Year,
Brandon Sheppard
took the lead on the
final lap from Scott
Bloomquist to win
Sunday night's Lucas
Oil Winter Nationals -
presented by GEICO
at Bubba Raceway
Park. The exciting fin-

ish brought the packed grandstand
to its feet as Sheppard charged
from his 11th starting spot to take
the win.

Bloomquist finished in second,
followed by Dennis Erb Jr. in the
Vomac Trucking, Clements Racing
Engines, Black Diamond Chassis.
Earl Pearson Jr. came home fourth
in the Dunn-Benson Ford, Larry
Wallace Racing Engines, Longhorn
Chassis. Frank Heckenast Jr. com-
pleted the top five in the St. Louis-
U-Pic-A-Part, Capital Race Car.

Sheppard ended the Georgia-
Florida Speedweeks with his sec-
ond win in the Mark Richards
Racing, Valvoline, Seubert Calf
Ranches, Gunter's Honey, Sallack
Well Services, Sunoco, Durham-
powered Rocket House Car.

In Lucas Oil Victory Lane for the
sixth time in his career, the 24-year-
old racer was at a loss for words;
"Anytime you can pass Scott
[Bloomquist] for the lead, it's pretty
big. He is probably one of the
greatest in our sport. I guess you
could say it was an honor to pass
him on the last lap for the win."

"It was crazy out there. Turns
three and four and down the front
stretch were pretty slippery. You
had to make sure you hit the little
bit of brown on the bottom of three
and four," said Sheppard.

"The caution with two laps to go,
let us pack the top of one and two
and made it so we could roll around
on the top better. Scott was running
on the top before that caution come
out. I kind of expected him to go to
the top and then he went to the bot-
tom on the restart. I guess I just
grinned a little bit and got on the
gas and went right by him on the
outside."

At the start of the race Josh
Richards and Bloomquist led the
field to the green flag. Bloomquist
led the first lap and Richards took
over the point on lap two. Richards
then started to receive heavy pres-

sure from Don O'Neal who had
moved by Bloomquist into second
place.

As Richards and O'Neal exited
off turn four on lap 20, a car spun
directly into front of them, leaving
those two drivers with nowhere to
go and they came to a halt with
heavy damage to both cars.
Richards went pit-side and made
repairs to re-join the field on the tail
while O'Neal was done for the
night.

Bloomquist inherited the lead,
which he held until a caution with
two laps to go for a slowing car in
turn two, which bunched the field
for a green-white-checker finish.
Erb, who had been all over
Bloomquist in the final five laps of
the race charged to the bottom try-
ing to get by Bloomquist as Shep-
pard swung out wide and went by
both to take the win.

Bloomquist crossed the line in
second even though it wasn't the
result he was looking for. "We were
pushing badly at the end, espe-
cially in three and four. The tire was
starting to give-up a little bit. The
crew guys pointed to get to the bot-
tom on the restart. I didn't expect
him [Sheppard] to get a run like
that, and the car didn't feel as good
at the end, it was just one of those
things. We had a good race and I
am sure that everybody enjoyed
watching that one."

Erb took third, and commented

on his podium finish, "We had a
good car all night long. From the
time we hot lapped, qualified, ran
the heat, this car stayed good and
to be running up front near the end,
we are real pleased with that. We
worked on this car all week-long
and finally brought it out tonight, we
made a lot of changes on this car,
but at least we are going in the right
direction."

Completing the top ten were Tim
McCreadie, Chub Frank, Boom
Briggs, Jonathan Davenport, and
Josh Richards.

Saturday's Wrisco
Industries

Winternationals Finale
Canceled

TAMPA, FL - Saturday night's
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series-

sanctioned, Wrisco Industries Win-
ternationals - presented by E3
Spark Plugs at East Bay Raceway
Park has been canceled. With the
forecast for heavy rain and thun-
derstorms throughout the after-
noon, Speedway and Series
officials have been forced to cancel
the event.

Bloomquist Holds On

to Win at East Bay

Raceway Park
TAMPA, FL - Defending Lucas

Oil Late Model Dirt Series National
Champion Scott Bloomquist held
off series newcomer Josh Richards
to win the Friday night edition of the
41st Annual Wrisco Industries Win-
ternationals - presented by E3
Spark Plugs at East Bay Raceway 

(Continued Next Page)
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Dramatic Fashion at
Bubba Raceway Park

Brandon Sheppard celebrates his win at Bubba Raceway Park dur-

ing the Lucas Oil Winter Nationals after passing Scott Bloomquist

on the last lap for the victory. (LOLMDS photo)
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Park in Tampa, FL. It
was Bloomquist's
eighth career win at
the 3/8-mile oval and
the 78th of his career
in LOLMDS competi-
tion.

Bloomquist took
the lead on lap 19
from Don O'Neal and
then held off Richards
and Jonathan Daven-
port, who had come
from ninth to chal-
lenge Bloomquist late
in the race. The previ-
ous night's winner Tim

McCreadie charged from 17th to
finish fourth in the Sweeteners
Plus, Longhorn Chassis - while
O'Neal crossed the finish line fifth
in the Peak Antifreeze and Coolant,
Club 29 Race Car for Clint Bowyer
Racing.

O'Neal led the first lap of the
race before Doug Drown charged
to the lead on lap two. O'Neal then
regained the top spot and held off
Bloomquist until lap 16, when
Bloomquist got around him just be-
fore the caution flag waved.

Bloomquist attributed his win to
a multitude of people, including
Randy Sweet who helped design
the Sweet-Bloomquist Chassis that
he drove to the victory. "We have a
bunch of help this weekend that
Randy brought down for us. It takes
a more people to get this done than
it used to."

"I definitely have to thank Reece
Monument Company, Crop Pro-
duction Services, Mark Martin Au-
tomotive, Sorbera Chiropractic,
Crossfit Overton, Penske Shocks,
Horton Coal, Petroff Towing, Base
Racing Fuels, and Andy Durham
Race Engines. The motor ran per-
fect," said the three-time LOLMDS
champion in Lucas Oil Victory
Lane.

Richards' Best Performance Mo-
torsports, Dargie Racing Engines,
Rocket Chassis entry came home
in second as he embarks on his
first full-season with the LOLMDS.

"If the cautions didn't come out
we may have gotten him
[Bloomquist]. Once the cautions
came out there at the end I just had
to protect the bottom. I ventured up
the track in three and four that one
lap and I figured I had better get
back down. We just wanted to sal-
vage second for a good night. We
got behind in the heat race, we had
a shock issue that messed us up
some and I was riding wheelies out
there," said the 28-year-old
Richards.

Davenport's new Barry Wright
Icon Chassis was impressive in its
second run at East Bay Raceway
Park this week. "When we went to
the top, the car was really good.
Dor the first part of the race we
were just trying to save our stuff - I
should have stayed up top for an-
other lap. I thought my right rear
was getting too hot. When I
dropped down low that's when he
[Richards] got by me."

Completing the top ten were
Steve Francis, Earl Pearson Jr.,
Jimmy Owens, Austin Hubbard,
and Hudson O'Neal.

McCreadie ChargesTo
Thursday Night Wrisco

Winternationals
Victory 

TAMPA, FL - Tim McCreadie
came from the 18th starting spot to
win the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series-sanctioned, 41st Annual

Wrisco Industries Winternationals
main event on Thursday Night at
East Bay Raceway Park. 

McCreadie drove the Sweeten-
ers Plus, Pro Power Racing En-
gines, Longhorn Chassis to the
lead around Don O'Neal on lap 24
using the top-side of the race track.
He led the rest of the way to earn
the victory. O'Neal's Peak An-
tifreeze and Coolant, Cornett Rac-
ing Engines, Club 29 Race Car for
Clint Bowyer Racing came across
the line in second. Josh Richards
was looking for this third win in five
starts in the Best Performance Mo-
torsports, Rocket Chassis but fin-
ished third, followed by Jimmy
Owens in the Ramirez Motorsports,
Rocket Chassis and David
Breazeale in the Henderson Motor-
sports, Moyer Victory Race Car.

"I didn't know where I was at be-
fore the yellow came out. I ran as
hard as I could and we got there. I
didn't think our chances were very

good to win tonight from where we
started (outside row nine). We have
struggled to get this car to qualify.
Low and behold, I am good in these
conditions," said the driver who fin-
ished third in the 2016 LOLMDS
Championship Points Standings.

McCreadie caught most the field
by running the bottom of the race-
track, but after the last caution of
the race with 22 laps to go, he went
up and ran against the wall.

"My best chance was to pack in
all the crumbs up top under cau-
tion. I just kept packing them and
packing them. I have lost a lot of
races by not sticking in one lane or
another.   Thanks to everyone back
at the Labonte shop for the great
car."

Richards started out the race
strong by leading the first four laps
of the race, until 15-year-old
Michael Lake stormed to the lead.
After a restart following a caution
flag, Richards could not get traction
and lost several spots. Lake then
took O'Neal with him as the two ran
first and second for several laps.

Lake held the lead until O'Neal
passed him for the top spot on lap
17. Kyle Bronson made his way to
the front to challenge O'Neal for the
lead.   McCreadie had climbed to
third by lap 22 and then used a lap
24 restart to take the lead using the
top groove on the race track.

O'Neal; a 15-time winner at East
Bay; was making his first start of
the week and came home in the
runner-up position. "That was a
good race. We had some problems
on restarts, but overall, we have got
a good hot-rod to finish out the
week. The track was good down
low and up high, but the middle
was slicker there wasn't as much
traction. I am sure the fans got to
see quite a race."

Richards charged back to earn a
podium finish and was glad to be
back in the hunt at the end. "That
was a great race by all of the
teams. We got off to a great start
and then things just went away. I
don't know how far we dropped
back, but it was several spots. The
car finally came around in the last
ten laps or so and we were lucky to
get back to third. Congrats to
Timmy on the win."

Completing the top ten were
Kyle Bronson, Scott Bloomquist,
Darrell Lanigan, Jonathan Daven-
port, and Austin Hubbard.

Wednesday's Event at
East Bay Raceway

Park Canceled
TAMPA, FL - Wednesday night's

(Continued Next Page)
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Scott Bloomquist (center) won Saturday night at East Bay Race-

way during the Wrisco Industries Winternationals beating out sec-

ond place finisher Josh Richards (right) and Jonathan Davenport

(left) who finished third. (LOLMDS photo)

Tim McCreadie (center) beat out Don OʼNeal (left) and Josh

Richards (right) to win Thursday night at East Bay Raceway Park.

(LOLMDS photo)
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Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series-sanc-
tioned, Wrisco Indus-
tries Winternationals -
presented by E3
Spark Plugs at East
Bay Raceway Park
has been canceled.
Despite tireless efforts
to work the track fol-
lowing a band of
heavy rain in the after-
noon, Speedway and
Series officials have
been forced to cancel
the event.

Richards Takes
Tuesday's

Winternationals Victory
TAMPA, FL - Josh Richards took

the lead from Davey Johnson on
lap five of the 25-lap main event on
Tuesday night at East Bay Race-
way Park during the 41st Annual
Wrisco Industries Winternationals -
presented by E3 Spark Plugs.
Richards had to fight off fellow
West Virginia driver, Tim Dohm for
his seventh career win at "The Clay
by the Bay."

Richards, in the Best Perform-
ance Motorsports, Rocket Chassis,
Dargie-powered entry earned the
outside front row for the main event
after a last-lap pass on Austin Hub-
bard in a pivotal heat race number
three.     

Hubbard in the Mid-Coastal Sid-
ing, Trinity Logistics, Rocket Chas-
sis came home in third followed by
Devin Moran in the Tye Twarog,
Rocket Chassis and David
Breazeale in the Henderson Motor-
sports, Moyer Victory Race Car
who rounded out the top five.

"We made a lot of changes from
last night, we worked our way back
to seventh last night, so tonight was
a whole lot better. The pass on
Austin [Hubbard] on the final lap of
that heat race was crucial. Davey
[Johnson] started off good. We
stayed right with him until we were
able to get around him."

"I didn't know how many wins we
could get down here. That's two al-
ready. I really couldn't see who was
behind me. It felt like the car was
leaning over there at the end. The
tires might have been burned off I
am not sure right now. We are still
learning the communications be-
tween Randall and myself. It's al-
ways good to win here at East
Bay." Said the 28-year-old in Lucas
Oil Victory Lane.

Dohm - a former winner at East
Bay - was happy with his second-

place finish. "To run second behind
Josh Richards, it was a good night
then. I love East Bay. I was way
better tonight than I was last night.
I hope the track stays like this all
week. When you can hit the brown
surface instead of that little sliver of
black out there it sure makes for a
better race," said the driver of the
Dohm's Cycle, Swartz Chassis.

Hubbard's third-place run con-
tinues improvement for the driver
who suffered through a tough 2016
season.

"This was another good finish for
us. I kept the car straight, and it
gets better every night. I am getting
back in the groove. We are on the
podium, so it's one step closer to
winning. Josh passed me on the
last lap of the heat and that pre-
vented me from starting on the
front row. He ran a great race so
congratulations to him and his
team."

Completing the top ten were
Tyler Erb, Hudson O'Neal, Michael
Lake, Ricky Weiss, and Dennis Erb
Jr.

Sheppard Takes
Opening Night at
Wrisco Industries
Winternationals

TAMPA, FL - Defending Dirt
Track World Champion, Brandon
Sheppard picked up his first career
East Bay Raceway Park victory on

Monday night during the Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series-sanctioned
Wrisco Industries Winternationals -
Presented by E3 Spark Plugs.
Sheppard - who started fourth on
the grid - drove the Mark Richards
Racing, Valvoline, Rocket Chassis'
House Car to the win after taking
the lead on the fifth lap.

Trailing Sheppard across the fin-
ish line were Earl Pearson Jr.,
Devin Moran, Kyle Bronson, and
Brian Shirley.

Shirley led the first four circuits
of the 25-lap main event until Shep-
pard came from the outside of the
second row to take over the top

spot. Sheppard then held off Pear-
son, who had started seventh, for
the victory. It was Sheppard's fifth
career LOLMDS win.

"It's good to finally get a win at
East Bay. We have been coming
here for several years and to do it
on opening night this year feels
great. In a short race like this you
must get to the front as soon as you
can. The car was good all night
long. We could pass cars low and
high and then we finally cleared
Shirley. It was a good race up front.
This Rocket XR-1 Chassis is just
fabulous and the Durham Race En-
gine was flawless."

Once Sheppard had the lead, he
had to wait through two caution
flags inside the final five laps of the
race. Pearson slipped under Moran
on a lap 20 restart and held that
spot to the finish in the Carlton and
Kemp Lamm-owned, Dunn-Benson
Ford, Longhorn Chassis.

"These young guys are wearing
me out," said Pearson, a 3-time
East Bay winner who was among
only seven drivers in the starting
field who had ever won at the track.
"It was a total turnaround from
Golden Isles. The crew has worked
hard on this car and the Larry Wal-
lace Racing Engine was super-
strong tonight as well. To come
from where we did in just 25 laps
we should be set-up well for the
rest of the week."

Moran realized that his slipping
out of the groove with five laps to
go cost him a shot at the win. "It
was driver error. But I had fun
tonight running up front like I did.
Hopefully this bodes well for the
rest of the season," said the driver
of the Tye Twarog Racing entry.

Completing the top ten were
Austin Hubbard, Josh Richards,
Tyler Erb, Hudson O'Neal, and
Gregg Satterlee.
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Josh Richards takes the checkered flag for the win on Tuesday

night at East Bay Raceway. (Paul Arch photo)

Brandon Sheppard celebrates winning the opening night of the

Wrisco Industries Winternationals at East Bay Raceway Park.

(Paul Arch photo)



BARBERVILLE,
FL - For the first time
in his young career,
Watertown, Connecti-
cutʼs David Gravel is a
main event winner in
the Sunshine State,
capturing the Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions DIRTcar
Nationals finale at the
Volusia Speedway
Park near Barberville,
Florida. The victory,

the third of his career during Arctic
Cat All Star competition and his first
since 2012, was conducted in near-
demanding fashion; holding back
Donny Schatz and Brad Sweet to
lead all 30 circuits around the Volu-
sia Speedway Park half-mile.

“This is definitely awesome,”
David Gravel stated in victory lane.
“Iʼve never got to win in Florida and
Iʼve never got to win one of these
gator trophies, so this is definitely
cool. I have to thank all of the guys
on the team; Barry, Zack, Derrick,
Chad, Jen. They all did a great job
preparing these race cars all win-
ter. All of my sponsors; they make
all of this possible. We are working
for really good things this year, so
this is a great start to that.”

Gravel, who started on the out-
side-front row, wasted no time get-
ting to the front of the field, taking
command during the initial drop of
the green flag and stretching his
early advantage to a near-three
second lead. Even with two cau-
tions, traffic coming into play by lap
10, and an abrasive coat of rubber
starting to form on the surface of
the speedway by lap 15, the pilot of
the CJB
Motorsports/GoMuddy.com/Big
Game Treestands/No. 5 continued
to hold his advantage, navigating
forward while keeping Donny
Schatz at a distance.

“[Donny Schatz] is definitely the
best, so anytime you have an op-
portunity to beat him is a great
thing,” Gravel stated. “The rubber
started to come into play, so I had a
little bit of an advantage at the end
of the race. I was trying not to miss
my marks while racing through traf-
fic. I wanted to take my time and
make sure I didnʼt slip my tires. Our
tires just made it, so thank good-
ness for that.”

With his second place perform-
ance, Donny Schatz, pilot of the fa-
miliar Tony Stewart/Curb-Agajanian
Racing/Arctic Cat/No. 15, will end

his Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions Florida campaign with
three victories and two runner-up
finishes. 

“We are happy with that,” Donny
Schatz said regarding his Arctic
Cat All Star performances in
Florida. “The track kinda caught us
off guard here tonight. I really didnʼt
expect it to take rubber like that, but
it did, so it kinda set us up for a dif-
ficult second-half of the race. Thatʼs
the way it goes some days. This
Arctic Cat team does a phenome-
nal job. I think we would rather
have five victories during the last
week, but who wouldnʼt.”

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions will enjoy a seven
week hiatus before returning to
competition on Saturday evening,
April 8, at the Atomic Speedway
near Chillicothe, Ohio. “Americaʼs
Series” hosted competition at the
southern Ohio highbanks on two
separate occasions in 2016; once
during Ohio Sprint Speedweek pre-
sented by Cometic Gasket, and
once again on October 22 during
the Arctic Cat All Star champi-
onship weekend. NASCAR Cup
star Kyle Larson earned the speed-
week victory, with Wooster, Ohioʼs
Sheldon Haudenschild taking high
honors on championship weekend. 

Those seeking additional infor-
mation regarding Atomic Speed-
way should visit the facility live on
the Web at www.atomicspeed-
way.net.

Schatz holds back
Larson for DIRTcar

Nationals Win Against
Arctic Cat All Stars
BARBERVILLE, FL - For the

third time in his last four attempts,
and for the 16th time in his career,
Donny Schatz is an Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions main
event winner, this time during night
two of the 46th edition of the DIRT-
car Nationals at Volusia Speedway
Park. The victory, a mere .113 sec-
ond advantage at the final check-
ers, came over Elk Grove,
Californiaʼs Kyle Larson; the main
eventʼs 15th starter who charged to
second in 30 circuits aboard a sec-
ond Tony Stewart/Curb-Agajanian
Racing entry.

“This is all because of this race
team,” Donny Schatz explained in
Volusia Speedway Park victory
lane. “Iʼve been racing with these
guys for a long time; Ricky [Warner]

and I have been together for nearly
10 years. This is not something that
is built overnight. They work their
tails off and do an incredible job.
We never fail to learn from our mis-
takes and I learn from mine. We
have Mark Miller from Arctic Cat
with us here tonight, so we want to
wish him the best. Weʼre glad to
have him here to see a victory. He
missed a few last weekend, but this
is a great way to start the new
week.” 

Chad Kemenah jumped to the
early advantage from the outside of
the front row, utilizing the very  top-
side of the Volusia Speedway Park
half-mile to officially lead lap one
over pole sitter Donny Schatz and
fourth starting Brad Sweet. By lap
five, Kemenahʼs advantage
stretched to nearly three seconds,
catching the tail of the field for the
first time on lap six. Schatz allowed
traffic to work to his advantage,
slowly erasing all of Kemenahʼs
lead by lap ten and taking com-
mand for the first time on lap 14. 

The main eventʼs first of two red
flag incidents appeared on lap 17
involving Joey Saldana and Jason
Johnson, each racing in reach of a
podium position at the time of the
caution. Saldana and Johnson,
who started sixth and tenth on the
main event grid, commenced a
three car battle for second with
Chad Kemenah on lap 16, only to
make contact the following circuit.
Although unable to return to the
speedway, Saldana and Johnson
walked away unharmed. 

Green flag action returned to the
speedway for two circuits before
the main eventʼs second and final
red flag appeared on lap 20, this
time for Myerstown, Pennsylvaniaʼs
Brent Marks. Like Saldana and

Johnson, Marks walked away un-
harmed, but was unable to return to
action. 

A caution on lap 22 would halt
the feature field for the final time,
giving Donny Schatz an open track
and clean air. In the meantime, Lar-
son, aboard the No. 14, was al-
ready in striking distance; taking
advantage of all three cautions to
inch himself forward to third in the
running order. By lap 28, Larson
moved by Chad Kemenah for sec-
ond, resetting his focus toward the
No. 15 of Donny Schatz. 

“I couldnʼt feel anybody coming.
Itʼs not my job to pay attention to
what is behind me,” Donny Schatz
explained in victory lane. “Some-
body had to be coming. Thatʼs what
racers do and Kyle [Larson] is a
great racer. Heʼs an aggressive
racer and that helped put him in the
position that he was in. I know heʼs
driving a really good race car, so
that obviously helps, too.”

With slower traffic blocking
Schatz's momentum, one final
lunge on lap 30 would put Kyle Lar-
son on the back bumper of the
North Dakota native, ultimately rac-
ing through the final corner nearly
side-by-side. Schatz would hang
on to win by .113 seconds, followed
by Kyle Larson, Chad Kemenah,
Daryn Pittman, and Brad Sweet. 

“I was coming up on traffic and I
couldnʼt get off the top,” Schatz
said. “I tried to slide the lapped car
in the last corner, but he ended up
finding some speed somewhere
and kept himself going. That forced
me to kinda go back to the top and
park myself there.”

For Larson, it was his first-ever
appearance at Volusia Speedway
Park, as well as his first time in the
cockpit of the No. 14.
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s David Gravel Gets a Gator
Wins Arctic Cat All Star DIRTcar

Nationals Finale at Volusia

David Gravel gets his gator after winning the Finale of the Arctic

Cat All Star DIRTcar Nationals at Volusia Speedway Park. (Paul

Arch photo)



Phoenix Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ -

Seven-time Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup
Series Champion Jim-
mie Johnson took
Governor Doug Ducey
on a ride along in the
No. 48 on Feb. 16.
The ride around the
State Capitol in Down-
town Phoenix ended
with a ceremonial
burnout followed by a
proclamation from the
Governor to celebrate
“Jimmie Johnson Day”

throughout the State of Arizona. 
Johnson, driver of the No. 48

Chevrolet for Hendrick Motor-
sports, is the reigning series cham-
pion after a worst-to-first
performance at last yearʼs finale
race. Now tied with NASCAR leg-
ends Dale Earnhardt and Richard
Petty with seven series titles, John-
son was in town to promote the up-
coming Camping World 500
NASCAR race weekend at Phoenix
Raceway on March 17-19. 

“Nothing better than doing
burnouts,” said Johnson. “Really
enjoyed bringing the Governor over
here today. I love the new paint job
on our new Loweʼs No. 48 car for
the season, which we kick off this
weekend in Daytona. Shortly after
that, we come here and race at one
of my favorite race tracks on the
circuit. Iʼm excited about the up-
grades that are happening to the
race track. Iʼve won there four
times, hope to make it five. I grew
up in nearby San Diego, and have
an aunt here who lives in the
Phoenix area, so itʼs always a very
special trip for me to come out
here. Then to come under these
circumstances to meet the Gover-
nor and have this great day, itʼs re-
ally a lot of fun for myself, the sport
of NASCAR and for Phoenix Race-
way.”

Johnson received the official
proclamation from the Governor,
and gave him autographed racing
gloves worn in the Nov. 2016 Can-
Am 500 in return. Through 27 starts
at Phoenix Raceway, Johnson has
earned a total of four victories on
his way to three of his NASCAR
championship titles in 2007-2009,
including a season-sweep of both
NASCAR races in 2008. After se-
curing pole position in the 2015
Quicken Loans Race for Heroes
500, he currently holds the track
record for qualifying with the fastest
speed at 143.158 MPH.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Mario

Andretti, who along with A.J. Foyt,
Jamie McMurray and most recently
Jeff Gordon, are the only drivers to
win both the DAYTONA 500 and
the Rolex 24 At Daytona, will serve
as a Honorary Race Official for the
59th annual DAYTONA 500 on
Sunday, Feb. 26 (FOX, FOX De-
portes, MRN Radio and SiriusXM
Radio), the opening race of the
2017 Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series season.

Andretti and Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway will be celebrating
the 50th anniversary of his epic
1967 DAYTONA 500 triumph
throughout Speedweeks 2017. As
part of his Honorary Race Official
duties for “The Great American
Race,” Andretti will be introduced at
the driversʼ meeting, participate in
pre-race ceremonies, ride in one of
the parade cars and take part in
question-and-answer sessions in
fan hospitality areas and the UNOH
Fanzone.

In addition, a replica of Andrettiʼs
1967 DAYTONA 500-winning No.
11 Holman-Moody Ford will be on
display on DAYTONA 500 Week-
end in the UNOH Fanzone.

“Itʼs an honor to host Mario An-
dretti for the DAYTONA 500,” Day-
tona International Speedway
President Chip Wile said. “Mario is
part of an exclusive club of cham-
pions at the ʻWorld Center of Rac-
ingʼ and arguably has the most
recognizable name in the entire
history of auto racing. His victory
here in 1967 has grown to leg-
endary status and is truly one of the
most significant moments in the
history of the speedway and our
community.”

Andretti is considered by many
to be the greatest driver in the his-
tory of motorsports, having been
named Co-Driver of Century by the
Associated Press in 1999. He won
the 1978 Formula One World
Championship, four IndyCar Series

championships and the Indianapo-
lis 500 in 1969. Andretti and Foyt
are the only drivers to have won
both the DAYTONA 500 and the In-
dianapolis 500.

Tickets for the 59th annual DAY-
TONA 500 and other Speedweeks
events can be purchased online at
www.daytonainternationalspeed-
way.com or by calling 1-800-
PITSHOP. Fans can stay
connected with Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway on Twitter, Face-
book, Instagram, Pinterest,
YouTube and Snapchat, and by
downloading Daytona International
Speedwayʼs mobile app, for the lat-
est Speedway news throughout the
season.

Kansas Speedway
KANSAS CITY, KS - A massive

music lineup has been announced
for the 25th Anniversary of Rock-
fest, Saturday June 3, 2017 at
Kansas Speedway in Kansas City,
KS.  Godsmack, Sammy Hagar
and Volbeat lead the way for the
biggest one-day music festival in
America.  

The full 2017 Rockfest band
lineup is as follows: Godsmack,
Sammy Hagar & The Circle, Vol-
beat, Halestorm, RATT (featuring
Stephen Pearcy, Warren DeMartini,
Juan Crocuier & Carlos Cavazo),
Collective Soul, Buckcherry,
P.O.D., Zakk Sabbath, Cinderellaʼs
Tom Keifer, Blackberry Smoke,
Crobot, Candlebox, Sidewise and
One Less Reason.

In addition to the
amazing line-up,
Rockfest is excited to
announce their new
home at Kansas
Speedway.  With the
relocation, Rockfest
is able to add ameni-
ties that will bring the
Rockfest experience
to the next level, in-

cluding the addition of a second
main stage to the festival!  

“The staff of 98.9 The Rock is
very thankful to our listeners for the
decades of support that has made
the 25th Anniversary of Rockfest
possible.  We are excited to en-
hance the listener experience with
our move to Kansas Speedway!
This move allows us to schedule
Rockfest in the warmer weather
found in later spring, provides con-
venient parking, real facilities, a
bigger footprint for the festival, and
little chance of a ʻMudfestʼ repeat!”
-- Bob Edwards, executive pro-

ducer of Rockfest. 
Those looking for an elevated

VIP festival experience are invited
to purchase VIP tickets, brand new
to Rockfest in 2017.  A limited num-
ber of VIP tickets will be available
and will include Premier Parking,
an exclusive VIP festival entrance,
and access to the new centrally lo-
cated VIP Lounge.  The VIP
Lounge amenities include:  shade,
seating areas, premium food and
beverage for purchase, exclusive
festival merchandise area, VIP only
restrooms and preferred viewing
areas.

In addition to GA and VIP tickets,
Rockfest is also offering a small
number of hotel packages.  Those
wishing to lodge nearby can buy a
package that includes 2 or 4 tickets
(GA or VIP), festival shirts, and a
double or King hotel room.  All hotel
packages include shuttle service to
and from the hotel to the festival.

An exclusive Rockaholic presale
will begin starting today at Noon at
www.RockfestKC.com for all ticket
types.  For more information and to
get access, become a Rockaholic
at www.989therock.com.  Tickets
will be specially priced during the
presale period, with a price in-
crease occurring when tickets go
onsale to the public this Saturday
at 10:00 am.

Rockfest is supported by our
wonderful sponsors: Bud Light,
Monster Energy, Worth Harley-
Davidson and Cosentinoʼs Family
Food Stores.

These partners, along with many
others, will feature interactive ex

(Continued Next Page)

On
Tr
ac
k

Seven time Champion Jimmie Johnson (left) joined Arizona Gover-

nor Doug Ducey (right) for Jimmie Johnson day on February 16th.

(PIR photo)
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periences, artist meet
& greets, and other
unique fan engage-
ment opportunities
throughout the festi-
val.

Rockfest is pro-
duced by KQRC and
AEG Live, and is part
of the World's Loudest
Month concert series,
which features the
biggest names in rock
music performing in
eight distinct U.S. con-

cert atmospheres during six con-
secutive weekends in April, May
and June of 2017.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Fans will roar

and the red, white and blue will
wave before the green flag on May
28 at Charlotte Motor Speedway.
Iconic rock band Lynyrd Skynyrd
will salute America with the ultimate
Memorial Day Weekend mix of rock
and racing in front of a captivated
audience in the Coca-Cola 600
Concert presented by Speed
Perks.

The 2006 Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame inductees will perform hits in-
cluding world-renowned, Southern
rock anthems “Free Bird” and
“Sweet Home Alabama” for Coca-
Cola 600 ticket holders on the Pit
Party stage on pit road.

“We canʼt wait to get to rocking
with all the race fans,” lead singer
Johnny Van Zant said. “This is
going to be one of the coolest con-
certs weʼll play all year. Itʼs not
often that you get the chance to
perform before something as true-
blue American as the Coca-Cola
600.”

The Lynyrd Skynyrd Coca-Cola
600 Concert presented by Speed
Perks will come to life on the Pit
Party stage located on pit road
near the frontstretch scoring pylon.
The concert is part of a series of
exciting pre-race festivities for the
Coca-Cola 600, NASCARʼs ulti-
mate test of man and machine. The
Pit Party also includes attractions
like games and driver appear-
ances. Additionally, the Lynyrd
Skynyrd concert will be shown on
the giant Speedway TV. Pit pass
and driver intro pass buyers will
have stage-area infield access.

With a catalog of more than 60
albums, sales beyond 30 million
worldwide and their beloved clas-
sic American rock anthem “Sweet
Home Alabama” having sold more
than 2 million ringtones, Rock &
Roll Hall of Fame inductees Lynyrd

Skynyrd remain a cultural icon that
appeals to multiple generations.
Click here for a full bio.

TICKETS: To purchase tickets,
camping and race-day upgrades in-
cluding Driver Intro passes and Pit
Party admission, fans can call the
speedway ticket office at 1-800-
455-FANS (3267) or shop online at
www.charlottemotorspeedway.com

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - Dover Interna-

tional Speedway will extend
SAFER barriers across the
frontstretch and backstretch of the
facility in preparation for the 2017
NASCAR season, track officials an-
nounced today.

Work will be complete on the
project before the June 2-4, 2017,
NASCAR tripleheader weekend at
the Monster Mile, which includes
the “AAA 400 Drive for Autism”
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race on Sunday, June 4.

Facts on the project plans are
listed below: 

• Approximately 1,800 feet of
Steel And Foam Energy Reduction
(SAFER) barriers will be added to
the one-mile, high-banked, con-
crete oval. Outside walls along the
frontstretch and backstretch, in-
cluding the gates for track entry, will
now include SAFER barriers. With
this project, all of the Monster
Mileʼs outside walls will have
SAFER barriers installed.

• The installation company will
be Smith Fence of Clearwater, Fla.

• Construction will begin in
March.

“Continued improvements to our
facility, particularly in the areas of
fan and driver safety, are of the ut-
most importance to us,” said Mike
Tatoian, president and CEO of
Dover International Speedway.

Before the NASCAR triple-
header weekend in October 2016,
Dover International Speedway
added approximately 500 feet of
SAFER barriers along the outside
wall in Turn 2, under the walkover
bridge, and along the outside wall
of Turn 4 entering the frontstretch.

“Dover has really done a great
job in making the facility as safe as
possible for us as drivers,” said
Joey Logano, driver of the No. 22
Ford Fusion for Team Penske. “The
Monster Mile is an extremely fast
track. For only being a one-mile
track, the high-banked corners and
concrete surface produce really
high speeds and with that you in-
crease the risk for heavier impacts.

“As a driver I really appreciate
the investment in safety. The initia-
tive to add 1,800 feet of SAFER
barrier to completely cover the out-

side walls is another great step.”
The June 2-4, 2017, NASCAR

tripleheader weekend at Dover In-
ternational Speedway includes the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series race on Friday, June 2 and
the NASCAR XFINITY Series race
on Saturday, June 3. 

The Monster Mile is also hosting
a NASCAR tripleheader weekend
from Sept. 29-Oct. 1, including the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race on Sunday, Oct. 1, the
“Drive Sober 200” presented by the
Delaware Office of Highway Safety
NASCAR XFINITY Series race on
Saturday, Sept. 30 and the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
race on Friday, Sept. 29.

For tickets or more information,
call 800‐441‐RACE or visit Dover-
Speedway.com. You can also keep
up with the Monster Mile at Face-
book.com/DoverInternational-
Speedway, or on Twitter and
Instagram at @MonsterMile.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - International

Speedway Corporation (ISC),
owner / operator of 13 of the na-
tionʼs major motorsports entertain-
ment facilities, including NASCARʼs
Most Competitive venue – Tal-
ladega Superspeedway - today an-
nounced its partnership with ISM, a
pioneer and leader in sports venue
digital activation, to form ISM Vision
Powered by BoldVu®, the Worldʼs
Largest 360-degree Digital En-
gagement Venue Network.

The new technology will be insti-
tuted at Talladega Superspeedway
for its tripleheader weekend, May
5-7, with the running of the GEICO
500 for the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series, the Sparks
Energy 300 for the NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series and the General Tire
200 for the ARCA Racing Series
Presented by Menards.

ISM Vision Powered by
BoldVu® will debut during Speed-
weeks, beginning Saturday and
running through the 59th DAY-
TONA 500 on February 26, at Day-
tona International Speedway. In
addition, ISM Vision Powered by
BoldVu® will be employed at all
ISC facilities beginning in 2017.

“At Talladega we pride ourselves
on the fan experience, and our fans
have enjoyed our mammoth video
boards since 2014,” said Talladega
Superspeedway Chairman Grant
Lynch. “Now, having
the incredible digital
technology from ISM
and the ISM our fans
will get the absolute
best quality imagina-
ble. Remember, this

is more than a race…. this is Tal-
ladega.”  

The 2.66-mile Talladega Super-
speedway has five mammoth ISM
Vision Powered by BoldVu® video
boards that line the length of
frontstretch, allowing every fan in
the grandstands and towers to re-
ceive a crystal-clear, bird's-eye
view of exciting content. An addi-
tional ISM Vision Powered by
BoldVu® video board gives
campers atop the Alabama Gang
Superstretch the opportunity as
well.

ISCʼs trackside network of mod-
ular, large-format digital video
boards will become ISM Vision
Powered by BoldVu®. Displaying
thrilling racing action, driver inter-
views and promotional
content, ISM Vision Powered by
BoldVu® will also be fully inte-
grated with each trackʼs and Motor
Racing Networkʼs (MRN) mobile
app allowing fans to utilize way-
finding technologies, and realize
real-time traffic and weather alerts
and event schedules. The ISM plat-
form allows for a more integrated
marketing experience and provides
rich onsite activation opportunities.
In addition, ISC and its advertisers
and partners will benefit from ex-
panded consumer analytics and for
the first time, consumer insights on
fan behavior, campaign engage-
ment and the overall visitor experi-
ence.

Talladegaʼs weekend begins on
Friday, May 5, with practice ses-
sions for both the Sparks Energy
300 and GEICO 500. Also, taking
place that day is practice, qualify-
ing and the start of the General Tire
200 ARCA Racing Series Pre-
sented by Menards event at 5 p.m.
CDT.

Saturdayʼs activities include
qualifying for the GEICO 500, as
well as time trials and the running
of the Sparks Energy 300 at 12
p.m. CDT. After the conclusion of
on-track activities, the iconic Char-
lie Daniels Band will headline the
traditional Saturday Night Infield
Concert.

The action concludes on Sunday
with the running of the GEICO 500,
which is set for a 1 p.m. (CDT)
start.

For more information, log on
to www.talladegasuperspeedway.c
om or call 877-Go2-DEGA for more
information.
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New Smyrna

Speedway
NEW SMYRNA,

FL - Harrison Burton
made it two in a row at
New Smyrna Speed-
way, but not the way
he planned.

The 16-year-old
was awarded the vic-
tory after Ty Majeki
was disqualified during
the post-race inspec-
tion after his fuel cell
was found gutted.

The Huntersville,
North Carolina, driver
started the 75-lap race

on the pole, but lost the lead to
Stephen Nasse early in the race. 

“It wasnʼt the way we wanted to
win,” said the NASCAR Next driver.
“We want to come out here and
beat everyone by a half of a race
track. But some nights you canʼt do
that and sometimes it's better to be
lucky than good. We still won two in
a row and we had to pass Nasse
with five to go to be in position to
win that race.

“Thatʼs why you never give up
and you never quit, because you
never know whatʼs going to happen
on and off the race track, as we
saw here tonight.”

Burtonʼs fellow NASCAR Next –
an industry initiative designed to
spotlight the sportʼs rising stars –
classmate Majeski initially won the
race after taking the lead from
Nasse with nine laps to go. After
racing side-by-side around the
track, the 22-year-old Seymour,
Wisconsin, native made contact
with Nasseʼs door in Turn 4 to drive
away with the win.

Dalton Armstrong finished third
while Daniel Keene, Jr. and de-
fending New Smyrna Speedway
champion Brad May rounded out
the top-five.

Nasse was originally awarded
the third spot, but he was also dis-
qualified post-race for gutting his
fuel cell.

David Rogers, Derek Griffith,
Spencer Davis, Cole Anderson and
Derek Kraus completed the top 10.

With tonightʼs victory, Burton has
a commanding lead in the Super
Late Model championship stand-
ings.

The Super Late Model division
will be back in action Wednesday
for a 35-lap feature.

Tyler Rypkema won the 35-lap
Tour Type Modified race while Jerry
Symons took home the win in the
75-lap Florida Modified victory.

Night six of the World Series of
Asphalt Stock Car Racing will take

place Wednesday with Tour Modi-
fieds, Florida Modifieds and Pro
Late Model divisions joining the
Super Late Models in an action-
packed night at New Smyrna
Speedway. 

New Smyrna Speedway
NEW SMYRNA, FL - Harrison

Burton wasn't going to be denied
twice in a row.

The 16-year-old from
Huntersville, North Carolina, led
every lap en route to the Super
Late Model Victory Monday in the
35-lap feature at New Smyrna
Speedway. It was his first victory of
the week at the 51st World Series
of Asphalt Racing and comes on
the heels of finishing second in last
Friday's opening race.

The race was slowed for just
one caution and set up a restart
duel between a pair of NASCAR
Next drivers: Burton and defending
World Series champion Ty Majeski.
The two ran side-by-side briefly for
two laps before Burton was able to
clear the 21-year-old from Sey-
mour, Wisconsin.

"We had a really, really great
restart there," said Burton. "And Ty
raced me clean, which is awe-
some. It's fun to race people clean
like that. We just got a great jump
off the line, being the control car re-
ally helps a lot with that, and held
him off as long as I could."

From there, Burton cruised to
the win by .745 seconds.

"Tonight to get some redemption
and get the checkered flag is awe-
some," said Burton, the son of for-
mer Monster Energy NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series driver Jeff Bur-
ton. "It's been an incredible ride.

Hopefully we can keep some more
wins going."

Stephen Nasse finished third,
followed by Spencer Davis and
Dalton Armstrong.

Davis, an 18-year-old from Daw-
sonville, Georgia, is also part of the
2016-17 NASCAR Next class -- an
industry initiative designed to spot-
light the sport's rising stars. Burton,
Majeski and Davis help make up a
stout field of some of the top young
talent in stock car racing on display
at New Smyrna this week.

Martin Latulippe, David Rogers,
Brandon Watson, Jeff Choquette
and Brad May rounded out the top
10.

On Friday, Davis led the entire
way, while Burton charged from his
10th starting position, only to come
up one spot short.

"We've just got to keep working,"
said Burton. "Never stop working
no matter how good you are. As
good as this car was, we can still
make it better. We've got great
drive off. We just need to get
through the center a little better and
I'm confident that my guys can do
that for me."

The tour-type Modifieds had
their opening race of the World Se-
ries and the stacked field included
a trio of drivers who are expected
to contend for the NASCAR Whe-
len Modified Tour title this year in
Ryan Preece, Justin Bonsignore
and Timmy Solomito. But it was
Long Island's JR Bertuccio who
took home the first checkered flag.

Bertuccio grabbed the top spot
from Jimmy Zacharias, the 2017
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries New York champion, and then
fended off a late challenge from

Ryan Preece to win at New Smyrna
for the first time since 2002.
Preece, the 2013 Whelen Modified
champion, is the defending tour-
type Modified champion at the
World Series. Matt Hirschman got
past Preece for second in the clos-
ing laps but was unable to get to
Bertuccio. Jon McKennedy and
2011 Whelen Modified Tour champ
Ron Silk were fourth and fifth, re-
spectively.

Langley Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Bill

Mullis made the big news an-
nouncement Friday: He had pur-
chased Langley Speedway in
Hampton, Virginia, and the historic
track will re-open in 2017 to racing.

Sunday afternoon, Mullis contin-
ued the good news for racers and
race fans. He announced the .4-
mile oval will host the NASCAR
K&N Pro Series East and newly
unified NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour this season. In addition, the
track will return to the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series with its
weekly racing program.

“Itʼs been a long process,” said
Mullis. “But I grew up racing at Lan-
gley and know the value of the
track to the community, so itʼs been
a very worthwhile process. Once
we got the paperwork finalized for
the sale, we worked very quickly
with NASCAR to assure our fans
and drivers that we remain commit-
ted to bringing NASCAR racing
back to Hampton in a big way.”

“Langley Speedway has been a
longtime member of NASCAR and
the facility lends itself to great rac-
ing – whether itʼs the Late Models
on Saturday night, or the K&N Pro
Series or Whelen Modified cars,”
said George Silbermann, NASCAR
vice president for weekly & touring
series. “Weʼve worked with Bill in
the past and we welcome the op-
portunity to extend our partnership.
The return of Langley is a win not
only for their local community, but
for NASCAR fans everywhere.”

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour will race at Langley on Satur-
day, May 13, while the NASCAR
K&N Pro Series East will make its
return on Saturday, Sept. 2.

This is the first year of the uni-
fied NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour, combining the northern-
based tour with the NASCAR Whe-
len Southern Modified Tour under
one series. The former Whelen
Southern Modified Tour made eight
stops at Langley between 2010
and 2015, with Burt Myers and
George Brunnhoelzl III scoring two

(Continued on next page …)
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Harrison Burton took home his second consecutive victory in the

51st World Series of Asphalt Stock Car Racing after Ty Majeski

was disqualified post-race. SARAH CRABILL/GETTY IMAGES
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wins apiece. Two of
the last three races
there featured a pass
for the win in the final
two laps.

Langley also
proved to be an accu-
rate predictor of the
NASCAR K&N Pro
Series East champi-
onship, as all three
race winners from
2013-15 went on to
win the title, including
current NASCAR
Camping World Truck
Series drivers Ben

Rhodes (2014) and William Byron
(2015).

The inaugural K&N pro East
race at Langley in 2011 featured
2017 DAYTONA 500 entrants Matt
DiBenedetto, Chase Elliott, Alex
Bowman and Corey LaJoie. LaJoie
won the 2012 race at Langley,
which featured Elliott becoming the
youngest pole winner in series his-
tory to that point.

Dodge City Raceway

Park/Longdale Speedway
DODGE CITY, KS - In an era in

which some racetracks seem to
come and go on a frequent basis,
the two most well-established
tracks in the Northwest Oklahoma-
Southwest Kansas region continue
to work together to establish the
stability and strength of racing in
the area.

Dodge City Raceway Park in
Dodge City, KS, and Oklahomaʼs
Longdale Speedway both rank as
the premier dirt track racing facili-
ties within their respective states.

Individually, both tracks have
worked successfully to build solid
regular programs along with spe-
cial events.

Collectively, DCRP track pro-
moter Tommie Estes, Jr., and Long-
dale Speedway promoter Greg
Burgess have worked actively to
negate any significant scheduling
conflicts among the premier tracks
in the region.

“We only have one or two dates
that overlap, but weʼve made sure
not to schedule on any of each
otherʼs major dates,” Estes, Jr., of
DCRP commented. 

Both tracks feature a guaran-
teed, regular payout that is unri-
valed in the region with DCRP
presenting an overall points fund
for its regular divisions at yearʼs
end and Longdale introducing a
point fund for its seven-race “Top
Gun Series” of events in 2017.

The result is a solid, reliable

schedule of events for the IMCA
Modified, Sport Modified and Stock
Car competitors in the area with
DCRP hosting 14 nights of compe-
tition in 2017 and Longdale Speed-
way boasting a schedule that
includes 23 nights of competition.

“Tommie & I have worked to-
gether to build some pretty special
events in the past, now I look for-
ward to working with him and build-
ing our track programs to benefit
the racers and the fans in the re-
gion,” Longdaleʼs Burgess com-
mented.

Longdale Speedwayʼs weekly
card includes IMCA Modifieds,
IMCA Sport Modifieds, IMCA Stock
Cars and Pure Stocks while the
championship card for Dodge City
Raceway Park includes DCRP
Sprint Cars, IMCA Modifieds, IMCA
Sport Modifieds, IMCA Stock Cars
and IMCA Hobby Stocks.

Longdale Speedway kicks off
the 2017 season on March 11 while
Dodge City Raceway Park fires into
action on April 15.

Longdale Speedway is located
one-half mile south of Longdale,
OK, on Highway 58.  For more in-
formation, contact the track at 580-
886-5375 or check
www.longdalespeedway.net.

Dodge City Raceway Park is lo-
cated on the south edge of Dodge
City, KS, on US 283, then 0.9 miles
west on US 56, then 0.1 miles
south.  For more information, con-
tact the track at 620-225-3277 or
check www.dodgecityraceway.
com.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA – The an-

nual Selinsgrove Speedway Motor-
sports Show at the Susquehanna
Valley Mall will run Sunday, Feb. 26
through Friday, March 3. 

More than 30 full-size race cars,
including sprint cars, late models,
pro stocks, and roadrunners, are
tentatively scheduled to appear in
this yearʼs show along with go karts
and micro sprint cars. The track will
hold its annual season kick-off cer-
emony in the mallʼs center court at
7:30 p.m. Friday. 

Among the entries for the show
is a new 360 sprint car team set to
make its debut at Selinsgrove
Speedway this season with a famil-
iar name behind the wheel. The
speedwayʼs former three-time 358
sprint car champion Chad Layton of
Harrisburg will be returning to the
Snyder County half-mile oval in a
360 sprint car owned by Kirk Ritter
of Middleburg. 

For Ritter, fielding his own sprint
car team has been a life-long
dream. Making the venture even

more exciting is the opportunity to
reunite with Layton. Ritter turned
the wrenches on the Middleswarth
Potato Chips 410 sprint car that
was piloted by Layton for several
seasons in central Pennsylvania. 

“I had been talking for three
years about putting together a team
that I could organize and work out
of my own shop near my family,”
said Ritter. “During the off-season I
made a few phone calls and con-
firmed I would have some partners
with similar interests in forming a
new team. I then called Chad Lay-
ton and asked him if he was ready
to go racing again.” 

Laytonʼs last full season of com-
petition was in 2014 when he was
driving the Middleswarth Potato
Chips sprint car. 

Ritter is the sole owner of the
No. 35 sprint car team and will also
serve as crew chief. Major spon-
sors of the team are Selinsgrove
Ford and Allen A. Shaffer Jr. & Son
Insurance Agency LLC. Additional
partners include Greber Racing
Components, Don Ott Racing En-
gines, Engler Machine & Tool,
HorstCraft Millworks, and Bud
Godek Auto Body.

“The teamʼs goal is to show up
every week fully prepared and with
equipment capable of winning that
night,” said Ritter. “My goal as a car
owner is to build this team to attract
sponsors who share our passion
and want to grow the teamʼs com-
petitiveness with an understanding
of family.” 

Layton, now 42, took Selins-
grove Speedway by storm in his
20ʼs when the track made the
switch from weekly 410 sprint car
competition to 358 sprint car racing
in 2001. Layton clinched three con-
secutive titles 2001-2003 and won
25 races at Selinsgrove in his fam-
ilyʼs popular U-1 358 sprint car.
During this time he also won two
Williams Grove Speedway 358
sprint car titles. 

Layton eventually moved into
410 sprint car racing where he con-
tinued to enjoy much success. In
his 410 sprint car racing career he
won 33 races, including World of
Outlaws, All Star, and National
Sprint Tour events. He scored 410
titles at Port Royal Speedway in
2010 and 2012 and won Selins-
grove Speedwayʼs 410 National
Open in 2006. 

Crew members on the No. 35
360 sprint car team include Chris
Stake, Eric Naylor, David Bodmer,
and Lauren Weikel. 

Selinsgrove Speedwayʼs 2017
season opener is slated for 6 p.m.
Saturday, April 8, featuring the 360
sprint cars in the Spring Showdown

with the Empire Super Sprints, late
models, and pro stocks. Track
gates will open at 4 p.m. 

For a complete schedule, the lat-
est news, results, and race status,
visit selinsgrovespeedway.com or
follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
The track office can be reached at
570.374.2266. 

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - Bern-

heisel Race Chassis will return, for
the fifth season, as sponsor of the
NASCAR Late Model racing divi-
sion at Grandview Speedway for
the 2017.

“We appreciate the opportunity
to work with the Rogers family in an
attempt to grow and improve the
Late Model division,” said BRC
president Jim Bernheisel. “Grand-
view continues to offer a quality
racing program and the Late Mod-
els are an important part of that
program.”

BRC will offer a program that in-
cludes free tire giveaways for the
Late Model racers during the 2017
season as well as a Hard Charger
Award for the driver that passes the
most cars during feature races run
during the 2017 season. The Hard
Charger will earn a beautiful BRC
trophy at the end of the season.

A free tire coupon will be given
to all who ran every Late Model
race at Grandview during the sea-
son but did not win one in the free
drawings.

A Manufacturers Appreciation
Night will also take place on Satur-
day, August 26th with approxi-
mately $7,000 worth of product
being given away. The Late Model
feature race on that night will be 35
laps and carry an increased purse.
Late Model racers must be show-
ing BRC decals, clearly visible on
both sides of the race car, in order
to be eligible for the awards.
As part of the sponsorship program
BRC will be able to sell the Grand-
view tires at their business location.

“All of us at Grandview are ex-
cited to be a part of the BRC pro-
gram.” said track spokesperson
Tina Rogers. “The Late Models
continue to be an important part of
racing at Grandview and we want
them to grow and prosper during
this season and the coming sea-
sons.”

TP Trailers of Limerick, PA con-
tinues to offer a $100 bonus to
each Late Model feature winner.

The BRC NASCAR Late Models
will be part of the tripleheader stock
car racing events being offered at
Grandview for each Saturday night.
The T.P.Trailers NASCAR 358

(Continued on next page …)

Sh
or
Tr
ac
k



(Continued…)

Modifieds and Sports-
man are also featured
in the Saturday night,
7 p.m., racing action.

Bernheisel Race
Cars was established
in 1981 and is nation-
ally recognized as an
outstanding manufac-
turer and supplier of
race chassis and
parts. BRC can be
reached at
717.865.3119 or check
in at www.bernheisel-
racecars.com.

The 2017 season,
the 55th consecutive season of
stock car racing at Grandview
Speedway, kicks off with the tradi-
tional free-to-the-public practice
session on Saturday, March 25th at
noon. The official season opener
for Saturday night racing action will
take place on April 1st at 7 p.m. and
will feature the T.P.Trailers
NASCAR 358 Modifieds, BRC Late
Models and Sportsman stock cars.

Grandview Speedway is located
on Passmore Road, just off Route
100, in Bechtelsville, PA, 10 miles
north of Pottstown. Track info num-
ber is 610.754.7688 and the
Grandview Speedway website at
www.grandviewspeedway.com is
updated with the latest news and
information regularly.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Dunleavyʼs Truck and Trailer Re-
pair of Brookfield will once again
contribute a bonus to the winner of
each SK Modified® and SK Light
Modified feature at Stafford Speed-
way during the 2017 NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series sea-
son.  Dunleavyʼs will provide a
bonus of $150 for each SK Modi-
fied® feature winner as well as a
$125 bonus for each SK Light fea-
ture winner.  With 17 races during
the 2016 season, Dunleavyʼs con-
tributed $2,550 to SK Modified®
feature winners and $2,125 to SK
Light feature winners for a total of
$4,675.

“Iʼve always been a fan of the
modifieds and Stafford has two ex-
ceptional modified divisions,” said
Dunleavy.  “Both the SK Modi-
fieds® and SK Lights are always
exciting to watch.  It looks like the
SK Lights will have a lot of new
drivers moving up and the SK Mod-
ifieds® have a great field of cars so
it should be another great season
of excitement on the track in both
divisions.”

The premier SK Modified® divi-

sion provided a wide variety of re-
cipients of the Dunleavyʼs bonus
last season with 8 different winners
in 17 races.  SK Modified® cham-
pion Rowan Pennink led all drivers
with 6 wins with Ted Christopher,
Woody Pitkat, Eric Berndt, and
Todd Owen all recording 2 wins.
Single feature winners were Keith
Rocco, Dan Avery, and Glen Reen.
In the SK Light ranks, there were 6
different feature winners with SK
Light champion Tony Membrino,
Jr., leading the way with 7 wins.
Dan Wesson had 5 wins and Joey
Ferrigno won twice with Joe Graf,
Jr., David Arute, and Marcello
Rufrano all winning a single fea-
ture.  Graf, Arute, and Rufrano
were each rookie winners.

In addition to the weekly contin-
gency bonus, Dunleavyʼs is pre-
senting the biggest SK Light race in
history on May 26th as part of the
Dunleavyʼs Modifiedz Night.  SK
Light drivers will race a 40-lap fea-
ture with a $10,000 purse that is
guaranteed to see the winner take
home at least $1,750.  The SK
Modifieds® will also race 10 extra
laps that night and they will have
extra purse money to race for as
well.

“Iʼm always looking to do some-
thing different for the modifieds and
Iʼm getting really excited for that
night,” said Dunleavy.  “Weʼre going
to make the SK Lights the main at-
traction that night and along with
the extra purse money on the line
weʼre going to have some great
prizes available for the drivers, I
just have to figure out how weʼre
going to distribute the prizes to the
drivers.”

Dunleavyʼs Truck and Trailer Re-
pair is located at 61 Vale Road in
Brookfield, CT and they can be
reached at 203-775-9199.  Rather
than towing your vehicle to a
garage, Dunleavyʼs Truck and
Trailer Repair will come to you and
fix your vehicle on the spot.  Give
them a call today!

The first Dunleavyʼs Truck &
Trailer Repair contingency bonuses
of the 2017 season will be up for
grabs during Stafford Speedwayʼs
46th Annual NAPA Auto Parts
Spring Sizzler Weekend on April
28-30.  Tickets for the “Greatest
Race in the History of Spring” are
on sale now at the Speedway Box
Office.  Tickets are priced at $40.00
for adult general admission tickets,
$5.00 for children ages 6-14, and
children ages 5 and under are ad-
mitted free of charge when accom-
panied by an adult.  Reserved
seating is priced at $42.00 for all
ages.  As always, Stafford Motor
Speedway offers free parking with

overnight parking available.  All
tickets are good for both Saturday
and Sunday admission.  All ticket
prices include 10% CT Admission
Tax.

For more information on Dun-
leavyʼs Truck and Trailer Repair or
the 46th Annual NAPA Auto Parts
Spring Sizzler, or to order tickets,
contact the Stafford Motor Speed-
way track office at 860-684-2783 or
visit us on the web at www.stafford-
speedway.com.

New Smyrna Speedway
NEW SMYRNA, FL - Luck of the

draw went Spencer Davis' way Fri-
day night, and he parlayed it into an
opening round victory at New
Smyrna Speedway.

The 18-year-old NASCAR Next
driver from Dawsonville, Georgia,
started second and led every lap
en route to the win in the 35-lap
Super Late Model feature on the
first night of the 51st World Series
of Asphalt Racing. The NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series race
went caution free, allowing Davis to
outrun a late charge from runner-
up Harrison Burton by .651 sec-
onds.

It gave Davis the early points
lead in the pursuit of the week-long
championship.

"It feels good," said Davis. "It's
better to lead than to always chase
points."

Burton, 16, set fast time in qual-
ifying but drew a 10 for the invert.
The draw put Davis on the front row
and put Burton back to 10th.

Burton was able to slice through
the field and get clear for second
with under 10 to go, but without a
caution to close up the field, race

out of time.
"It's hard when you have a car

that's good enough to be so much
better than the rest of the competi-
tion," said a disappointed Burton.
"There's so many great cars and
we were the class of the field. Un-
fortunately, we just ran out of time.
We qualified first and paid the price
of drawing the wrong number. In 35
laps, that's pretty hard to make up."

Defending World Series cham-
pion Ty Majeski finished third. The
22-year-old NASCAR Next from
Seymour, Wisconsin, qualified sixth
and started fifth.

"I knew right from the get-go
(Burton) and (Majeski) were going
to be fast," Davis said. "I've been
on both sides of this. I've had to
come from the back and I've been
lucky enough, like tonight, to have
a good starting spot. I know our car
was good, better than it qualified. I
got up to about six car lengths
(lead) and rode there.

"I tried to play it conservative;
tried to keep my distance as much
as I could. I had a little bit left in the
car there, the last 10 laps when I
heard (Burton) got clear for second.
I just tried to match his times."

Martin Latulippe started on the
pole and finished fourth, while
Stephen Nasse was fifth.

Chase Purdy finished sixth, fol-
lowed by Daniel Keene Jr., Brad
May, Jeff Choquette and Mason
Diaz.

Carter Stokes won the Pro Late
Model feature, while Davis was de-
nied a sweep with a fourth-place
finish. Austin Pickens took home
the 50-lap Pro Truck feature and
Sean Bass won the 30-lap Sports-
man feature.

Sh
or
Tr
ac
k

Spencer Davis and Co. are all smiles in Victory Lane Friday night

after capturing the Super Late Model feature at Florida's New

Smyrna Speedway. (Jason Christley/NASCAR photo)


