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HOMESTEAD, FL
– The last few months
were some of the hap-
piest in Dale Earnhardt
Jr.ʼs life. Itʼs now clear
his retirement as a full-
time NASCAR Cup
Series driver following
Sundayʼs Ford Eco-
Boost 400 was
a welcomed
change for one
of the sportʼs
most-popular
drivers.

T h e r e
have been no tears during
a seven-month farewell
tour until his fellow drivers
gave him a standing ova-
tion during Sundayʼs driv-
ers meeting at the
Homestead-Miami Speedway.

He was showered with gifts, trib-
utes and awards, including a vin-
tage jukebox at the Kentucky
Speedway, a patriot musket at the
New Hampshire Motor Speedway,
an original car from his fatherʼs first
championship in 1980 at the Tal-
ladega Superspeedway and a
$100,000 donation to establish the
Dale Earnhardt Jr. Concussion Re-
search Fund at the Charlotte Motor
Speedway.

There were video tributes from
Chevrolet, Budweiser, NBC and
Nationwide, each thanking the 43-
year-old driver for taking everyone
along for an incredible ride for the
past 17 years.

And Earnhardt enjoyed the ride.
“You just donʼt expect stuff like

that. You donʼt ever assume,” he
said. “They were all very emotional.
[Wife] Amy is the one thatʼs obvi-
ously the most emotional, with
being pregnant and everything, so
theyʼve really been hitting her. The
Budweiser one was great. I mean
there are so many fond memories
of those years and they did such a
great job of shaping that. But itʼs
been really neat.

“I know that a lot of people went
to great efforts to capture those
videos and to make those videos
and that is probably what I appreci-
ate the most is not only the people
that are in front of the camera, but
the effort that it takes to capture
that content probably means the
most.”

Even after failing to qualify for
the playoffs, Earnhardt has soaked
in all the attention. He and his wife,
Amy, are expecting their first child
in the spring. He plans to spend
much of his time away from the

sport living on island time at a
home heʼs remodeling in nearby
Key West, continuing as a car
owner of four Xfinity Series cars at
JR Motorsports or working as a
commentator for NBCʼs coverage
of stock-car racing.

But most of all, heʼs eager to live
his life on his own terms.

After suffering
three significant concus-
sions – the last one a year
ago that forced him to
miss the final 18 races of
the season – was a cata-
lyst to consider life away
from the driverʼs seat.
Spending the rest of his
life as a husband and fa-
ther now is more impor-
tant than being the face of

an entire sport.
“This is great timing for me,”

Earnhardt said hours before his
final race. “Itʼs time for somebody
else to get in that car and get out of
it what they can. And with Alex
[Bowman] coming in behind, itʼs
just a great opportunity for him. Itʼs
his time. Itʼs now is moment going
into next season to take his career
wherever he can go.

“And mine, in my heart, has ran
its course.”

Earnhardt was surrounded Sun-
day by his small inner circle. He
wants Any, sister Kelley Earnhardt
Miller, and just a couple close
friends to share his curtain call.

But he insisted he wasnʼt dis-
tracted by all the extra attention.

“Well, in the car I just want to run
all the laps,” he said before the
race. “want to finish the race in one
piece. I donʼt have anything outside
the car thatʼs on a ʻto doʼ list. As far
as Iʼm concerned, Iʼm good with
coming in here and doing the
things we always do every race
weekend.

“I want to get it documented, I
guess. That would be good to have
so we have someone here taking
pictures. Weʼve been gathering a
lot of footage over the last several
months for a possible documen-
tary. It depends on how good all
that is. So, weʼre sort of document-
ing it, which is going to be fun. I
might run that visor cam again. I
just have to see how I feel the vi-
sion is when Iʼm out there practic-
ing with it. So, Iʼll have that footage
to pocket and have forever.”

His racing resume probably isnʼt
Hall of Fame material, but it in-
cludes two Xfinity Series champi-
onships and 26 wins at the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series level.

But his contribution to racing
was far more significant than num-
bers.

“It's been very special,” said Jim
Campbell, Chevroletʼs vice presi-
dent of performance vehicles and
motorsports. “The Earnhardt family
and Chevrolet have a long history
together. We all watched Dale Jr.
grow up around the track. He
worked in his father's dealership,
the lube rack, changed oil as a me-
chanic and technician. Then he ran
the modified series.  He worked his
way up with his brother and his sis-
ter, Kerry and Kelley, then gradu-
ates into XFINITY, wins 24 races,
then two championships. That was
back�to�back.  It was incredible.

“Then to see what he has done
through his foundation to give back
to others and great causes is in-
credible. The number of charities
and causes that they have pro-
vided benefit and support to, it is al-
most too long to list.  It's incredible.”

Earnhardtʼs No. 88 Chevrolet
finished 25th. But what he will re-
member most is watching his long-
time friend, Martin Truex Jr., win the
championship and being greeted
by car owner Rick Hendrick when
he climbed from his car.

“Iʼm not sure what the feeling is.
I didnʼt cry until I hugged Rickʼs
neck,” Earnhardt said. “Heʼs been
like a father to me, the things heʼs
done for me, personally and pro-
fessionally. The personal stuff, heʼs
really helped me more than anyone
will ever know. I will miss trying to

make him proud.”
Earnhardt promised to give Hen-

drick his helmet if he finished. Hen-
drick promised to give him the race
car. They made the exchange min-
utes after it was over.

Earnhardt admitted he was part
of “Team Martin” for Truex as he
battled against Kyle Busch, Kevin
Harvick and Brad Keselowski for
the series championship.

When Truex won the race – and
the championship – Earnhardt ran
into him several times on the cool-
down lap, calling it “high-fiving with
cars.” He later said he wanted
something left on his car to always
remind him of Truexʼs champi-
onship.

“I love it. Weʼre retiring and Mar-
tin won the championship,” Earn-
hardt said. “Thatʼs storybook.”

Unlike other retirees like Jeff
Gordon and Tony Stewart, Earn-
hardt wasnʼt shielded by extra se-
curity in and around the garage
area. He maintained a hands-on
appearance, and he proudly
walked between his motor coach,
garage and car on pit road, signing
autographs from hundreds of ador-
ing fans with each step.

At times, it actually seemed ther-
apeutic.

“A lot of people were doing a lot
of things and Iʼve seen stuff day in
and day out, and itʼs just crazy,” he
said. “Itʼs just really overwhelming.
It makes your heart full.”

All while taking his fans along for
the ride.
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Thanks for the Ride…

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015
have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 OffTrack 10
Monster Energy Cup 4 World of Outlaws 11
NASCAR XFINITY Series 5 Circuit of Champions 12
NCWTS 6 OnTrack 13-14
P.A.S.S. 8 ShorTrack 15-16
ARCA Racing 9

ON THE COVER:
MENCS - JARED TILTON/GETTY IMAGES
NXS - CHRIS TROTMAN/GETTY IMAGES

NCWTS - CHRIST TROTMAN/GETTY IMAGES

Welcome 2017 Race Fans!



The final NASCAR
race weekend at
Homestead-Miami
Speedway each year
brings an exciting and
emotional ending to
the racing
s e a s o n .
Champions
a r e
crowned in
the three
top divi-
sions of
N A S C A R
and, quite

often, there are numer-
ous driver, sponsor,
and team stories to
highlight the final weekend of the
racing season. This year, Home-
stead was “special”.

If a Hollywood producer would
have known what was going to
happen at Homestead last week-
end, a script for a very successful
film would be written. Confused?
Let me explain.

The NASCAR Camping World
Truck, XFINITY, and Monster En-
ergy Cup Series competed at the
1.5-mile Florida track to determine
their 2017 champion. Four drivers
and their teams raced their way
through the regular season and
playoff format in each series to
earn the opportunity to race for a
title at Homestead. However, there
was a race to run and a very com-
petitive field in each division would
hope to end their season with a vic-
tory as well. But, this year there
was so much more.

Each of the three championship
races provided the race fans a
thrilling conclusion to the 2017 sea-
son. When the checkered flag
waved for the Camping World
Truck Series, Christopher Bell was
crowned the champion with the
best finish among the four title con-
tenders. Chase Briscoe won the
race, his first career NASCAR vic-
tory. Briscoe, driving for Brad Ke-
selowski Racing, was also named
CWTS Rookie of the Year.

The XFINITY Series race also
resulted in a first-time winner. Cole
Custer won his first XFINITY race
and William Byron was crowned
the champion. Byron and Elliott
Sadler, teammates at JR Motor-
sports, waged a tight battle for the
championship in the waning stages
of the event. Sadler and Ryan
Preece were battling for position in
the final laps as Byron was able to
outdistance his fellow contender for
the crown.

It would take days to put into
words the climax of the 2017 Mon-
ster Energy Cup Series. Four com-
petitors, three who had already
won the most coveted title in
NASCAR, would give the racing

world one of the most
exciting championship
battles in history. Kyle
Busch, Brad Ke-
selowski, Kevin Har-
vick, and Martin Truex
Jr. each showed why
they were deserving of
the MECS crown.
When the checkers
waved, Martin Truex Jr.
would win the race and
the 2017 title. It would

be one of the most emotional and
popular championships in recent
series history.

So, bottom line, NASCAR
crowned three first-time champions
at Homestead. Bell, Byron, and
Truex Jr. each hoisted the champi-
onship trophy for the first time in
their careers. Plus, two of the three
races ended with a first-time winner
in their series. Briscoe and Custer
won  in their respective divisions in
the final race of the season. Custer
had won previously in his NASCAR
career in the truck series.

Championships are one thing;
careers are another. Several driv-
ers made their final start as a full-
time driver in the Monster Energy
Cup Series at Homestead. Dale
Earnhardt Jr., Matt Kenseth, and
Danica Patrick each raced for the
final time as a fulltime driver in the
Cup Series. Each driver has a dif-
ferent future.

Dale Earnhardt Jr. announced
earlier this year that 2017 would be
his final season competing fulltime
in NASCAR. He will continue his in-
volvement in the sport as a co-
owner of JR Motorsports and a
commentator for NBC-TV.

Matt Kenseth announced last
week that he was “stepping away”
from the sport in 2018. He didnʼt
use the “R” word and left the door
open for a possible return in a com-
petitive ride. However, for the
forseable future, Kenseth will not
compete in the MECS.

Patrick held a press conference
at Homestead to announce that
2017 would be her final season as
a fulltime driver in NASCAR. She
lost her ride at Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing and did not have a deal for
2018. However, Patrick did state
that she would race in the 2018
Daytona 500 in NASCAR and the
Indianapolis 500 next Memorial

Day weekend.
There have been several of

NASCARʼs biggest names - Tony
Stewart, Jeff Gordon, Carl Edwards
– leave the sport in recent years.
But, this year was different. I had
the opportunity to work with two of
the three drivers racing for the final
time at Homestead on Sunday.

Danica Patrick drove for
Howard-Boss Motorsports in the
Grand Am Rolex Series in the 2006
Rolex 24 at Daytona. She teamed
with Jan Lammers, Allan McNish,
and Rusty Wallace in the Crawford
Daytona Prototype. I had the op-
portunity to work with the Howard-
Boss Motorsports Team in Public
Relations and Marketing for several
seasons and experienced the world
of sports car racing.

It was Patrickʼs first race in the
Rolex Series, but her Indy car rac-
ing career gave her the experience
and knowledge to compete in the
DP car. She led eight laps during
one of her driving stints in the car.
But, Danica competing in the Rolex
24 at Daytona was much more than
on-track racing. Regardless of the
time of day or night when Danica
would drive a several hour stint in
the car, the media would flock to
our pits. I was amazed at the num-
ber of media who would gather to
talk with Danica during the middle
of the night.  And, in true Danica
fashion, she would take the time to
answer their questions and give
them the time they requested. It
was only one race, but it was quite
an enjoyable experience having the
opportunity to work with her.

I had the pleasure of working
with Dale Jr. early in his racing ca-
reer. I mean REAL early, like Late
Model Stocks early. When I worked
with MomʼNʼPopʼs/Western Steer
motorsports program, the company
sponsored the Earnhardt kids –
Kerry, Kelley, and Dale Jr. in their
respective Late Model cars. Kerry
would race Hickory Motor Speed-
way, Kelley at Tri-County, and Dale
Jr. at Myrtle Beach speedway.
Each car had a separate sponsor

which was one of the restaurants or
products of WSMP. But, getting to
know Dale Jr. was more than work-
ing with race car sponsorship and
marketing.

My youngest son, Kelly, worked
with Dale Jr. on his Late Model
team. They became very close
friends and spent as much, if not
more, time together away from the
track and shop as they did racing.
During those days, both boys loved
playing video games. Chances are,
if they werenʼt working on a race
car, they had a video game con-
troller in their hands. Jr. lived in a
trailer in Kannapolis and my son
lived at home in Newton. It was
common for Jr. to come pick Kelly
up and go to Valley Hills Mall in
Hickory. Theyʼd come back to the
house, go to Kellyʼs room, and play
video games all night. To this day,
when I tell folks that Dale Jr. used
to come to the house, eat with us,
and spend the night playing video
games with Kelly, they look at me
like I didnʼt take my medication.
But, itʼs true.

I remember when Dale Jr. made
his first career NASCAR
Busch/XFINITY Series start at Myr-
tle Beach Speedway on June 22,
1996. He drove a car sponsored by
MomʼNʼPopʼs and Dale Earnhardt
Chevrolet to a 14th-place finish. It
was the beginning of great career
in motorsports. However, that was
only one of so many special mem-
ories that I have of developing a re-
lationship with Dale Earnhardt Jr.
years ago. Seeing him develop as
a race car driver and person
through those early years was truly
a pleasure. Now, twenty years later,
he is making his final start as a full-
time racer and ending his driving
career. Watching all the fan, track,
sponsor, and fellow driver tributes
to Dale Jr. in recent weeks has
made Sunday at Homestead even
more special. I felt blessed to know
him at the beginning and greatly re-
spect what he has done, and will
continue to do, for the sport of auto
racing. What a ride!

Congratulations to Dale Jr.,
Matt, and Danica on your great ca-
reers and contributions to the sport.
Each of you, in your own way, has
made a lasting impression on our
sport and its fans. Thanks for the
memories.

But, Homestead is about Cham-
pionships. And, with three first-time
champions crown at Homestead,
the racing world can look forward to
many more exciting years of com-
petition. Congratulations Christo-
pher, William, and Martin. You will
forever be known as NASCAR
Champions!
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Dale Earnhardt Jr. and Matt
Kenseth share one more pre-
race moment (GETTY photo)



By REID SPENCER
HOMESTEAD, FL

- At the end of a rivet-
ing, breathtaking bat-
tle that had fans in the
grandstands on their
feet long after the
checkered flag, Martin
Truex Jr. held off Kyle
Busch by .681 sec-
onds at Homestead-

Miami Speedway to win
Sundayʼs Ford Eco-Boost 400
and his first Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series title.

In Dale Earnhardt Jr.ʼs last
race in the No. 88 Hendrick
Motorsports Chevrolet,
Truex—one of Earnhardtʼs
closest friends—kept Busch
behind him during a 34-lap
green-flag run to the finish.

"Itʼs just overwhelming," a
tearful Truex said in Victory
Lane. "To think about all the
rough days and bad days, the
days that we couldnʼt run
20th, to be here—I never
thought this day would come,
and to be here is so unbeliev-
able."

The victory was a timely gift
for Furniture Row Racing
owner Barney Visser, who is
back home in Denver, Colo.,
recovering from a heart attack
and subsequent bypass sur-
gery. It was also a gift to
Truexʼs long-time girlfriend
Sherry Pollex, who has been
battling ovarian cancer.

"A lot of it was for her," said
Truex, who won for the first
time at Homestead and the
15th time in his career. "A lot
of it was for me. A lot of it was
for this team – just, I donʼt
even know what to say. We
just never gave up all day
long. We didnʼt have the best
car. I donʼt know how we won
that thing. Never give up. Dig
deep."

The victory also was en-
tirely appropriate. For the bulk
of the season, Truex was the
top driver in the series. Sun-
dayʼs victory was his eighth of
the year, a series-best, and his sev-
enth on 1.5-mile intermediate
speedways. Truex had the No. 78
Toyota out front for 78 laps on Sun-
day, bringing his season total of
laps led to a career-best 2,253,

also tops in the series.
With an excellent long-run car,

Busch slipped to fourth after the
final restart on Lap 234 of 267 and
needed nine laps to pass the stub-
born No. 22 Ford of Joey Logano.
Seven laps later, Busch slipped
past fellow Championship 4 con-
tender Kevin Harvick into second
and set his sights on Truex.

Busch closed rapidly, but Truex

found a line that allowed him to
maintain an edge that shrank to as
little as two car lengths. But Busch
never could pull alongside his fel-
low Camry driver, and Truex inched
away over the last four circuits.

"I told my guys we were going to
dig deeper than we ever have
today, and (with) 20 (laps) to go, I
thought I was done – they were all
better than me on the long run all
day long," Truex said. "I just found
a way. I found a lane that I could
use, and I found a lane that was
blocking enough of their air that
they couldnʼt use it and just made it
happen.

"I canʼt believe it. Iʼve wanted
this since I was a little kid and just
never give up. Just never give up
on your dreams, no matter what
happens and what kind of crap you
go through. And thank you, Barney.
I wish you were here, buddy."

Kyle Larson finished third,

closely trailing the championship
battle after moving past Harvick for
third on Lap 252. Harvick came
home fourth, after debris from
David Starrʼs Chevrolet punched a
hole in the nose of the No. 4 Stew-

art-Haas Racing Ford.
"I was just really loose the whole

last run," Harvick said. "When it
started to get dark, we started to
get tight in the corner, and then we
got a hole in the nose. We got that
fixed and just couldnʼt quite get it
where we needed to be to make
good times.

"Some runs we fell off. Some
runs we were tight on entry. There
at the end we were just too loose."

Chase Elliott and Joey Logano
ran fifth and sixth, respectively.
Playoff driver Brad Keselowski fin-
ished sixth, ending the season
fourth in the series standings.

Busch opted for a one-pit-stop
strategy during the final stage of

the race and appeared
headed for the title until his
brother, Kurt Busch, spun in
Turn 4 on Lap 227 to bring out
the fifth and final caution of the
event and bunch the field for
the restart on Lap 234.

"Yeah, it wasn't quite what
we wanted there at the end,"
Busch said. "I thought we had
a really great race car. Espe-
cially on the long runs, we
were really, really good. Just
came down to there at the
end, not having enough tire
when I got to the 78.

"So I just overused my stuff,
and I knew I overused my stuff
when I was running with the 22
(Logano) trying to get by him
and just overworked every-
thing, and got to the 4 (Har-
vick), got by him pretty quick. I
tried to make sure that I could
do that pretty quick so then I
could have at least a little
more tire life, but didn't seem
to pay me off any when I got to
the 78."

NOTES: Earnhardt finished
25th in his final run in the No.
88 Chevy… Danica Patrick cut
a tire and clobbered the Turn 2
wall on Lap 142 in her final trip
in the No. 10 Stewart-Haas
Racing Ford. She plans to
race in the Cup series for the
final time in the 2018 Daytona
500… Patrick also collected
Kasey Kahne in her wreck.
Kahne ran his final race for
Hendrick Motorsports on Sun-
day and will move to the No.
95 Leavine Family Racing
Chevrolet next season…
Truexʼs teammate, Erik Jones,
was crowned Sunoco Rookie

of the Year in the series after fin-
ishing 21st. Jones will take Matt
Kensethʼs place in the No. 20 Joe
Gibbs racing Toyota next season.
Kenseth finished eighth Sunday in
his final ride in the car.
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Martin Truex Jr. Holds

Off Kyle Busch for
MENCS Title

Martin Truex Jr. (right), driver of the #78 Bass Pro Shops/Tracker Boats Toy-
ota, celebrates with crew chief Cole Pearn and the trophy in Victory Lane
after winning the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series Championship.
(JARED TILTON/GETTY IMAGES photo)



By REID SPENCER
HOMESTEAD, FL

- As Cole Custer cele-
brated his first victory
in the NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series and 19-
year-old William Byron

reveled in the series championship,
a heartbroken and angry Elliott
Sadler confronted the driver he be-
lieved cost him a long-coveted
NASCAR title.

Custer took the checkered flag
in a different zip code, crossing the
finish line 15.405 seconds ahead of
second-place Sam Hornish Jr., who
delivered the ownersʼ champi-
onship to Roger Penske. The real
action, however, occurred three-
quarters of a lap behind the winner.

Sadler had passed Byron, his
JR Motorsports teammate on Lap
165 of 200. The 42-year-old vet-
eran stayed out front until Lap 191,
when he closed on the No. 18 Toy-
ota of Ryan Preece and lost mo-
mentum. Byron charged past
Sadler into third place—and into
the lead among the four drivers
battling for the title.

With four laps left, Sadler pulled
up to Byronʼs bumper. Byron shot
past Preeceʼs Toyota, clearing him
to the inside. Sadler tried to follow
but couldnʼt complete the pass, and
slid up into Preeceʼs Camry, with
the right front of Sadlerʼs No. 1

Chevrolet clipping the left rear of
the Toyota.

Sadler hit the wall and his title
hopes were gone. The disconso-
late driver finished second in the
NASCAR XFINITY Series stand-
ings for the fourth time, and his dis-
appointment stood in marked
contrast to the elation of his young
teammate.

"I donʼt know that I took a breath
the last 20 laps," Byron said. "That
was incredible. I just have to thank
this team. This is awesome. Elliott
raced me clean, and we just raced
hard for it. I just canʼt believe this. 

"Iʼve just got to thank God for
giving me this platform to perform.
I canʼt believe this. Iʼm tired, whew.
Iʼve never driven that hard in my
life."

Team co-owner Dale Earnhardt
Jr. had his share of nervous mo-
ments as his drivers fought for the
championship.

"Man, that is tough watching
those guys battle like that together,"
Earnhardt said. "William did a great
job running an awesome race. To
be as young as he is, he drove like
a veteran tonight. I know Elliott is
probably really disappointed. Itʼs
hard to watch any of your guys lose
one, but at least we will be taking
the trophy back to Mooresville
tonight. 

"This is great for JRM and all our

employees. One thing about
William winning, the over-the-wall
guys Iʼm pretty close to a lot of
them. 

“They pit my car, too (in the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries). Itʼs pretty cool to see these
guys enjoy themselves. This really
effects a lot of people.  Iʼm really
glad to be a part of it."

All but forgotten in the dramatic
championship battle and its after-
math was Custerʼs overwhelming
maiden victory. Pulling away
steadily after a restart on Lap 97,
Custer posted the largest margin of
victory in the series this season and
the largest ever at the 1.5-mile
track.

Custer led 182 laps and scored
a perfect driver rating of 150.0, the
only time a driver has accom-
plished that feat this year.

"We knew we were going be re-
ally good this weekend, but our
Haas Automation Mustang was un-
real," Custer said. "We really
wanted to have a good showing at
Ford Championship Weekend.
Even though we werenʼt in it (the
Championship 4), we wanted to
win."

Preece was racing for the own-

ersʼ championship against the No.
22 Ford of Hornish and the No. 9
Chevrolet of Byron after Christo-
pher Bell fell out with engine prob-
lems after 78.

"To be honest with you, if thereʼs
a person you donʼt want to cost a
championship to, itʼs Elliott Sadler,"
said Preece. "You know, Iʼm just
trying to do team orders here. I was
racing for an owner championship.
Yeah, we werenʼt racing for the win
right there, but we were still racing
the 9 (Byron)."

"Itʼs not where I want to be right
there. Obviously, I hate it, but I canʼt
take it back."

Notes: With only three cau-
tions—two for planned stage
breaks--the race set a speed
record at 136.140 mph… Champi-
onship contender Justin Allgaier
had seven-time Cup champion
Chad Knaus calling the shots on
his pit box in place of suspended
Jason Burdett, but Allgaierʼs car
struggled to a 12th-place finish,
third in the title race… Daniel Hem-
ric, the fourth Championship 4
driver, and the only one not from
the JRM stable, lost 12 laps with
electrical problems early in the race
and came home 34th.
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s William Byron Wins
Emotional Battle

for XFINITY Title, as
Cole Custer Dominates

Race

William Byron is all smiles after winning a close battle for the
NASCAR XFINITY Series Championship. (NIGEL KINRADE PHO-
TOGRAPHY photo)

Cole Custer celebrates his first NXS victory at Homestead-Miami
Speedway. (MATT SULLIVAN/GETTY IMAGES photo)



By REID SPENCER
HOMESTEAD, FL

- The tandem
burnouts filled the
frontstretch at Home-
stead-Miami Speed-

way with a thick cloud of smoke, as
Chase Briscoe celebrated his first
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series victory, and runner-up
Christopher Bell exulted in his first
NASCAR championship.

In a Ford EcoBoost 200 that ran
caution-free except for the planned
breaks after the first and second
stages, Briscoe, the pole winner,
passed Ben Rhodes for the lead on
Lap 96 of 134 on Friday night and
pulled away to beat Bell to the fin-
ish line by 2.887 seconds, after
Rhodes ran out of gas on Lap 129.

Two enormously talented open-
wheel stars who have made suc-
cessful transitions to stock car
racing, Bell and Briscoe are close
friends, but their careers have been
following markedly different trajec-
tories as of late.

Briscoe collected the last trophy
for Brad Keselowski Racing, which
is closing its doors at the end of the
season, and he hasn't announced
plans for next year. Bell, on the
other hand, will run for the
NASCAR XFINITY Series champi-

onship next season in top-of-the-
line equipment at Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing.

Bell gave Kyle Busch Motor-
sports its second title in three years
under a format where the highest
finisher among four eligible driv-
ers—in this case Bell, Johnny
Sauter, Matt Crafton and Austin
Cindric--is crowned champion.

"To be able to do this for all of
the guys at Kyle Busch Motorsports
and to win the championship for a
team that deserves the champi-
onship, words just canʼt describe
my feelings right now," said Bell,
who scored a series-high five victo-
ries this season.

"To run as good as we have,
week in and week out, and not just
this year ... This whole organiza-
tion, this whole team has been
good for so many years. You just
donʼt want to be the guy that lets
them down, and Iʼm glad I didnʼt let
them down tonight."

Briscoe, who also won the 2017
Sunoco Rookie of the Year, cer-
tainly improved his standing with
the win, achieved in his 23rd start
in the series.

"This is a long time coming,"
said Briscoe who finished one po-
sition and nearly 16 seconds ahead
of third-place Sauter, the defending

series champion. "So proud of all
these guys. To know that theyʼre

not going to have a job next year,
and we continued to bring really
good trucks even though we were
outside the playoffs, such a testa-
ment to how good these Brad Ke-
selowski guys are.

"I know two years ago I was
sleeping on couches, and now to
be a winner in NASCAR. I wish we
were in the final four. I felt like we
could have been, but thatʼs part of
the circumstances."

By virtue of his third-place finish,
Sauter was runner-up for the cham-
pionship. Cindric, Briscoeʼs team-
mate at BKR, ran fifth, one position
ahead of Crafton, a two-time series
champion.

Bell started 2017 with a victory
in the Chili Bowl Nationals for
midget cars, a title the Oklahoma
native has coveted since child-
hood. He ends the year as the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series champion, a perfect book-
end to a banner year for the 22-
year-old prodigy.
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Christopher Bell Takes
NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series
Title; Chase Briscoe

Gets First Win

Chase Briscoe wins his first NASCAR Camping World Truck Series race for his team owner Brad Ke-
seloski Racing. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)

Chistopher Bell celebrates his hard earned NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series championship in Homestead-Miami Speed-
wayʼs victory lane Friday night. (RONDA GREER photo)



Make
Plans for

These Two
Great
Shows!

For More Information:

www.
mcsauctions

.com



HICKORY, NC -
Hometown favorite
Brandon Setzer took
the lead after contact
with Garrett Hall com-
ing to the white flag to
go on and win the
Mason-Dixon Meg-
Meltdown 300 for the
Pro All Star Series
(PASS) Super Late
Models Saturday af-
ternoon at Hickory

Motor Speedway.  Setzerʼs third
PASS Super Late Model win was
the biggest of his career as he took
home the $15,000 winnerʼs prize.

“He [Hall] had the best car, I hate
it ended like that, but the lapped car
just screwed him up,” said Setzer,
driver of the Romeo Guest Con-
struction/The Jewelry Exchange
Ford #6.  “As soon as he [Hall] went
to the outside I saw the lapped car
waving to the inside and I said, ʻOh,
Iʼve got a hole,ʼ I filled the hole, he
tried to come back down, but at that
point I couldnʼt back out.  Man, this
means the world to me.  I couldʼve
won the Daytona 500 and not be
this happy.”

In qualifying, Kodie Conner beat
two-time PASS North champion
Travis Benjamin by 0.001 seconds
to claim his second career pole.
After the top 10 qualifiers redraw,
former PASS champions DJ Shaw
and Tate Fogleman would move to
the front row, while Conner moved
back to the fifth starting position. 

The 300 lapper got off to a slow
start with five cautions in the first 21
laps, including one on a lap 17
restart that knocked 2017 PASS
South Super Late Model champion,
Matt Craig, and Garrett Evans from
contention.  Shaw and Fogleman

would trade the lad back and forth
before Shaw would eventually set-
tle for the lead on lap 38.  By this
time, Cassius Clark, whose team
had struggled to cross the Ameri-
can/Canadian border for four days
before arriving just in time for the
race, had charged from the rear of
the field into the top 10.

Shaw would pit on lap 99 after a
caution for the stalled car of Jeff
Batten, handing the lead over to
Benjamin.  After making it as high
as fourth, Clark would have to pit
under green on lap 125 with a flat
left rear tire, losing three laps in the
process.  Another group of leaders
pitted on lap 130 after Roy Hayes
made contact with the turn four
wall, but Benjamin again stayed out
and continued to lead.  

While Cole Butcher and Spencer
Davis would take turns up front,
Benjamin would make his way
back to the front each time.  But,
Benjamin would pull to a stop while
leading on lap 183 after his car ran
out of fuel.  On the restart, Garrett
Hall would take the lead from Davis
for the first time in the race.  On lap
225, Derek Ramstrom spun from
third allowing Setzer, Shaw and
others to pit for four tires, while Hall
stayed out to maintain the lead.
The final caution of the night would
wave when Dennis Spencer, Jr.
spun entering turn three, collecting
Clark and Gracie Trotter.  With the
free pass, Benjamin would be able
to take the pass around to get back
on the lead lap.

Hall continued to lead with Set-
zer in his tire tracks over the final
laps.  Shaw moved into third, until
Benjamin came charging through
the field to take the spot with 19
laps to go.  Hall and Setzer contin-

ued to weave their way through
lapped traffic until they encoun-
tered the car of David Calabrese.
With two laps to go, as they en-
tered turn three, Hall looked to pass
Calabrese on the outside.  Cal-
abrese instead moved up, causing
Hall to check up.  Setzer took ad-
vantage of the opening, turning in-
side Hall and making contact.  Hall
spun up the track causing Ben-
jamin to check up while Setzer
would go on to take the win over
Shaw, Conner, Davis and Ben
Rowe, who claimed his fifth PASS
National Championship.  Rounding
out the top 10 were Hall, Travis

Stearns, Nicholas Naugle, Ben-
jamin, and Spencer.

The Mason-Dixon MegaMelt-
down 300 from Hickory will air on
MAV TV in mid-January, 2018 so
please check local listings.  Look
for more on the newly crowned
champions, Ben Rowe and Matt
Craig, later this week.

The 2017 PASS Super Late
Model is complete, but continue to
monitor  ProAllStarsSeries.com
over the coming weeks for more on
the upcoming season.  Be sure to
“Like” the Pro All Stars Series on
Facebook or follow us on Twitter at
@PASSSLM14.
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Late-Race Contact Propels
Brandon Setzer To $15,000

PASS Win at Hickory

Five time PASS National Champion Ben Rowe celebrates his 2017
PASS National Championship at Hickory Motor Speedway. (lwpic-
tures.com photo)

Brandon Setzer celebrates his Mason-Dixon Mega Meltdown in
victory lane at Hickory Motor Speedway. (lwpictures.com photo)



TOLEDO, OH -
The ARCA Racing Se-
ries presented by
Menards is making its
way back to Iowa
Speedway for another
summertime, short
track classic on the
.875-mile Newton,
Iowa oval. The 12th
ARCA Racing Series
Iowa 150 is coming
Saturday night, July 7,
2018. The race is
scheduled for an 8

p.m. Central start.
The Iowa 150 will serve as the

preamble to the next-day IndyCar
Series Iowa Corn 300, bringing to-
gether a high-profile stock car tour
with the top open wheel circuit in
America.

Middletown, N.Y.'s Christian
Eckes, running the No. 15 Toyota
for Venturini Motorsports in 2018,
finished eighth at Iowa in 2017.

"Iowa is such a cool track how
the grooves widen out as the race
goes on," said Eckes. "It's such a
challenge. We've had really fast
race cars…it's just hard to get that
balance back. You have to be really
on your A-game at Iowa; that's for
sure."

Iowa has often been described
as a short-track that races more
like a superspeedway.

"You can definitely feel the air
there. It's a little harder to race
compared to other short tracks but
it's so multi-grooved unlike a lot of
short tracks that makes it so much
fun. You have a lot of options at
Iowa, and the driver, with the right
balance on the car, can really make
a difference."

In 11 previous ARCA races at
Iowa since the inaugural event in
2006, there have been no repeat
race winners. Steve Wallace won
the first ARCA race at Iowa, and
2017 championship runner-up Dal-
ton Sargeant won the most recent
in 2017.

Other ARCA winners at Iowa in-
clude Frank Kimmel (2007), Matt
Hawkins (2008), Parker Kligerman
(2009), Tom Hessert (2010), Ty Dil-
lon (2011), Alex Bowman (2012),
Grant Enfinger (2013), Mason
Mitchell (2015) and Chase Briscoe
(2016). Dillon is the only repeat
General Tire pole winner at Iowa,
having done it in 2010 and 2011.

Iowa Speedway, The Fastest
Short Track on the Planet, is a
state-of-the-art 7/8-mile asphalt
paved tri-oval race track and mo-

torsports facility located in Newton,
Iowa. Our 2018 includes three ex-
citing race weekends: June 16-17
(NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series Iowa 200 and NASCAR
XFINITY Series American Ethanol
E15 250 presented by Enogen),
July 7-8 (ARCA Racing Series Iowa
150 and Verizon IndyCar Series
Iowa Corn 300) and July 27-28
(NASCAR K&N Pro Series Caseyʼs
General Stores 150 and NASCAR
XFINITY Series U.S. Cellular 250). 

For tickets, call 1.866.787.8946.
To learn more, visit
www.IowaSpeedway.com, “like” us
on Facebook or follow us on Twit-
ter and Instagram.

ARCA Returns to
Berlin Short-Track for
Milestone 30th Event
TOLEDO, OH - It's a milestone

60 years in the making, but it will be
well worth the wait when the ARCA
Racing Series presented by
Menards returns to Berlin Raceway
for the 30th running of the Berlin
ARCA 200 Saturday, July 21, 2018.

The 200-lap race is scheduled to
go under the lights with a 9 p.m.
start time.

“Berlin Raceway is unique
among the short tracks on our
schedule, in terms of its configura-
tion and the pit road,” said ARCA
President Ron Drager. “Itʼs a track
with very dedicated race fans and
a long rich history, including ARCA
races dating back to 1958. Berlin
Racewayʼs location in Michiganʼs
Grand Rapids market is also im-
portant to us as a series.”

Berlin's short-track layout is
more circle than oval, has no back-
stretch wall, and requires drivers to
make a 90-degrees turn onto pit
road, and a 180-degrees turn to
come off pit road. It all combines to
make one of the most event-filled
and exciting short track shows of
the season.

Munford, Alabama's Bret
Holmes, who finished sixth in this
year's championship standings, fin-
ished fourth at Berlin in his track
debut in 2016.

"I was lucky that Grant (Enfin-
ger) was there to help us a little bit,"
said Holmes. "It's definitely one of
the more unique tracks we go
to…you're turning all the time. Pit
road is wild. You pit backward
there…it definitely throws you for a
loop.

"As small as that track is, you
wouldn't think it'd be that difficult
but it's one of the harder short-
tracks we go to. It's definitely a fi-

nesse track…so easy on and off
the gas. I practiced at Hickory
(Motor) Speedway to get that feel.
It's cool that we're going back
there…I know ARCA's raced there
a bunch and I've raced
there…qualified second and fin-
ished fourth, so we're definitely
looking forward to going back."

Dalton Sargeant, driving for Ven-
turini Motorsports, is the most re-
cent winner at Berlin (2016), joining
an interesting group of ARCA win-
ners going back to the inaugural go
in 1958.

Frank Kimmel is the all-time
Berlin winner with three victories.
Two-time winners include Bob
James, Tim Steele, Brian Ke-
selowski and Grant Enfinger. Oth-
ers in the win column include Iggy
Katona, Ramo Stott, Bob Sen-
neker, Bob Keselowski, Fred
Campbell, Joey Miller, Scott
Speed, Chris Buescher and Erik
Jones (pictured 2013).

Les Snow was the inaugural
Berlin winner in 1958 on what was
then a high-banked, half-mile dirt
track. Nelson Stacy, James, Don
White, Harold Smith and Katona
followed as ARCA winners on the
Berlin dirt up through 1964.

When ARCA returned in '68 --
Andy Hampton the winner -- the
track had been changed to its pres-
ent asphalt configuration.
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CONCORD, NC -
Jerico Performance
Products is pleased to
announce expanded
offerings with long-
standing New England
dealer, Spafco Race
Chassis and Parts.
Beginning immedi-
ately, Spafco Race
Chassis and Parts will
remain an authorized
dealer of Jerico Per-

formance Products and will be ex-
panding in a move designed to
expedite the sales and service
processes for all Jerico customers
in New England.

"Spafco has done a great job
representing Jerico in the North-
east in the past, and we are happy
to have them expand their services
with Jerico Performance Products,"
said Jody Rawson of Jerico Per-
formance Products.

Spafco will be offering repair
services, as well as increasing the
amount of parts and complete
transmissions stocked at their Pre-
ston, Connecticut facility.

"We are pleased to broaden our
relationship with Jerico," said Ken
Barry of Spafco Race Chassis and
Parts.

Jerico customers in the North-
east will now have access to re-
pairs without having to ship their
transmissions to Jerico's Concord,
North Carolina facility. In addition,
Spafco will be stocking two and
three-speed units in popular ra-
tions.

"Instead of custom ordering a
transmission, our customers will be
able to have a unit in their hands
when they leave our shop," Barry
said. "In an increasingly competi-
tive marketplace, we are always
looking at ways to up our game,"
said Rawson. "Working closer with
top dealers in our network is one
way to help improve our customers
overall experience."

For more information on Jerico
Performance, visit their website at
www.jericoperformance.com, Like
them on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/jericoperformanceprod-
ucts, and give follow them on
Twitter @JericoPerform.

TechForce Announces
New Roush Yates

Scholarships
SCOTTSDALE, AZ - TechForce

Foundation, a non-profit organiza-

tion focused on championing and
aiding aspiring vehicle technicians,
is administering a scholarship pro-
gram established by Roush Yates
Engines to support students en-
rolled in the CNC (computerized
numerical control) Machining Tech-
nology program at Universal Tech-
nical Instituteʼs (UTIʼs) NASCAR
Technical Institute in Mooresville,
NC.

Of the eight $4,000 CNC Ma-
chining scholarships to be adminis-
tered, four will be named after
Roush Yates Enginesʼ co-founder
Robert Yates, while the other four
will be named after co-founder,
Jack Roush. Awarding of the schol-
arships will start in the fourth quar-
ter of this year with the remainder
being awarded in 2018 and 2019.

“We are elated to administer
these scholarships — first, for such
an innovative company as Roush
Yates Engines and second, for the
specific need they address,” said
TechForce CEO and Executive Di-
rector Jennifer Maher.

“Students will get the hands-on
training a CNC machinist needs to
create and engineer everything
from aerospace parts and industrial
applications to medical equipment
and high-performance engine com-
ponents.”

Doug Yates, president and CEO
of Roush Yates Engines, pointed
out the importance of the scholar-
ships: “CNC machining is critical to
the current and future success of
Roush Yates Engines and manu-
facturing in the U.S. and beyond.
By partnering with UTI we have
created a platform for success in
the CNC manufacturing industry.”

He continued, “The Roush Yates
Enginesʼ scholarships support our
belief in the next generation of
CNC manufacturers. The future is
bright and we are 100 percent ded-
icated to this dynamic industry.”

Mary Ann Mauldwin, Roush
Yates Enginesʼ Chief Operating Of-
ficer, said “The manufacturing in-
dustry has evolved, seeking highly
skilled workers who have not been
easy to identify nor hire, but are in
great demand.”  

To help solve that problem, she
said, “We are committed to this
partnership with UTI, which lever-
ages each of our businessʼ
strengths, because it provides the
framework to ensure our industry
has a pipeline of future CNC ma-
chining technicians with the skills

and experience to fuel this growing
segment of our business.”

“On behalf of UTIʼs students, I
want to thank the TechForce Foun-
dation and Roush Yates Engines,”
said Kim McWaters, president and
CEO of UTI. “At UTI, weʼre com-
mitted to student success, which is
why we partnered with Roush
Yates Engines to create the CNC
Machining program. With these
scholarships and the ongoing sup-
port of the Roush Yates Enginesʼ
team, more students can access
our training and the abundant ca-
reer opportunities available for
CNC machining technicians across
multiple industries.” 

Mauldwin summed up the im-
portance of collaboration for the
benefit of the students, “We want to
invest in our collective future to-
gether.”

CNC students at NASCAR Tech
can apply for the scholarships at
www.techforcefoundation.org

TechForce Foundation is a non-
profit, 501(c)(3) with the mission to
champion students to and through
their education and into careers as
professional technicians in the
transportation industry. The Foun-
dation distributes more than $1.5
million in scholarships and grants
annually, thanks to its generous
corporate sponsors and donors,
and is spearheading FutureTech
Success™, the industry-wide initia-
tive to help encourage and support
more young people to pursue the
vehicle technician profession. For
more information, visit www.tech-
forcefoundation.org.

Goodyear And
NASCAR Extend

Historic Partnership
DAYTONA BEACH, FL -

NASCAR and The Goodyear Tire &
Rubber Company today an-
nounced a renewed sponsorship
agreement that ensures Goodyear
is the exclusive tire of NASCARʼs
top three national series. 

The newly signed agreement
continues Goodyearʼs designation
as the “Official Tire of NASCAR”
and extends an uninterrupted rela-
tionship that started in 1954.
Goodyear and
NASCARʼs six
decades of partner-
ship is one of the
l o n g e s t - r u n n i n g
sponsor programs in
any sport. In addition,
Goodyear has been
the exclusive tire sup-
plier for the sanction-
ing bodyʼs top three
series since 1997.

“We proudly join Goodyear in
celebrating our renewed and long-
standing partnership,” said Brent
Dewar, NASCAR president. “For
more than half a century, NASCAR
and our teams have trusted
Goodyear tires. Our partnersʼ com-
mitment to innovation and excel-
lence plays a key role in our
unyielding pursuit to deliver the
best racing product in the world.”

From the introduction of the ra-
dial tire to NASCAR in 1989 to
multi-zone tread design in 2013,
Goodyear and NASCAR have con-
sistently innovated to deliver com-
pelling racing. NASCAR has
served as a proving ground for
Goodyear, preparing and supplying
tires that meet the most grueling
and demanding conditions. The
technology that goes into a tire to
withstand and perform in those
conditions helps inform and differ-
entiate Goodyearʼs consumer
tires.   

“We are tremendously proud of
the pivotal role Goodyear plays in
the best racing competition in the
world and excited that NASCAR
drivers will be crossing the finish
line on Goodyear tires in the years
ahead,” said Rich Kramer, chair-
man, CEO and president of
Goodyear. “With this new agree-
ment in place, we celebrate our en-
during relationship with NASCAR
and the continuing value of
NASCAR to the Goodyear brand"

Each tire Goodyear produces for
NASCARʼs top three national se-
ries are custom-built by the hands
of passionate Goodyear associates
in Akron, Ohio – Goodyearʼs global
headquarters – and donned with
the name of the employee who
helped produce it.   

The depth of the relationship has
been built on competition, shared
passion and brand growth for the
two organizations. Goodyearʼs in-
dustry-leading brand has been am-
plified through the duration of the
relationship generating awareness
for the tiremaker with NASCARʼs
passionate fan base. According to
a sponsor loyalty survey conducted
in 2016, Goodyear has been the
most recognized sponsor in
NASCAR for the past five years.
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CONCORD, NC -
It is with great excite-
ment that the World of
Outlaws Craftsman®
Sprint Car Series re-
leases its 2018 sched-
ule. The beast that
Ted Johnson brought
to life back in 1978
has officially reached
40 years of existence.
Heading into a new
decade, The Greatest

Show on Dirt has become the pre-
mier dirt track series in the world
and appears to be stronger than
ever.

A total of ninety-one dates will fill
the 2018 Series schedule, includ-
ing 23 multi-day events with 48
race nights. The series will visit 53
tracks in 24 states over nearly
30,000 highway miles.

The 2018 season will com-
mence in Florida in February
(#FLinFEB), with the much-antici-
pated and highly-revered DIRTcar
Nationals, Feb. 6-17 at Volusia
Speedway Park and conclude with
the blockbuster Textron Off Road
World Finals in Charlotte, Nov. 1-3;
but the meat of the schedule is as
action-packed as ever.

Following DIRTcar Nationals, the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series heads West to compete
in the annual spring tour through
California, but first The Greatest
Show on Dirt will stop in Texas with
visits to Cotton Bowl Speedway in
Paige and LoneStar Speedway in
Kilgore on Feb. 23 and 24. The
FVP Outlaw Showdown moves to
Wednesday, Feb. 28 and Thursday,
March 1 at Las Vegas (NV) Motor
Speedway. The California swing
will include two-day weekends at
Tulare and Stockton, a midweek
visit to Placerville, and the return
after a year to Ocean Speedway on
Friday, March 23 and Bakersfield
Speedway, Saturday, March 24.

This year's must-see event as
the Series celebrates its inception,
will be the Texas Outlaw Nationals.
The official two-day birthday party
at Devil's Bowl Speedway, Friday
and Saturday, April 27-28, in
Mesquite, Texas - on the very site
where the Series ran its first race -
will culminate with a $20,000-to-win
payday.

Another highly anticipated show
this season will be the Series' inau-
gural visit to the Fairbury American
Legion Speedway on Wednesday,

May 30. The ¼-mile track is a fan
favorite and has played host to one
of dirt Late Model racing's most
prestigious events, the World of
Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-
ries Prairie Dirt Classic.

The World of Outlaws will also
make a few celebrated returns to
tracks they haven't been to in quite
some time. After a long absence,
the Series returns to Lake Ozark
(MO) Speedway on Saturday, April
28; Farley (IA) Speedway on Fri-
day, June 22; and Terre Haute (IN)
Action Track on Saturday, October
13.

The staples of the World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint Car Series
will return to the 2018 slate, includ-
ing the Month of Money, highlighted
by the $50,000-to-win Kings Royal
at the famous Eldora Speedway
and concluding with the World of
Outlaws-co-sanctioned $150,000-
to-win Knoxville Nationals.

One additional visit to Eldora
Speedway is slated in 2018, for the
new #LastCallforThemAll show on
Sunday, Oct. 14.

With last season's Ironman 55
rained out at Federated Auto Parts
Raceway at I-55, one driver could
win $40,000 at the 2018 event, with
$20,000-to-win features on both
Friday, August 3 and Saturday, Au-
gust 4.

Two more major events, the
Jackson Nationals and the Williams
Grove National Open, will see their
purse increased significantly in
2018. The 40th running of the Jack-
son Nationals at the Jackson Mo-
torplex in Jackson, Minnesota will
pay a hefty $40,000 to win and
$3,000 to start. The 56th running of
the Williams Grove National Open
will pay a smooth $56,000 to the
winner, with $1000 to start, making
it the second richest event on the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series schedule behind the
Knoxville Nationals.

Additionally, fan favorites
Ohsweken Speedway in Ontario,
Canada and Port Royal Speedway
in Pennsylvania have been
awarded two-day World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series
shows.

The lucrative 2018 World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint Car Series
schedule will crown a champion at
the season's most anticipated
event, the World of Outlaws World
Finals on Nov. 1-3 at The Dirt Track
at Charlotte Motor Speedway - the

only event on the planet featuring
the sport's three premier series: the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series, the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model Series, and
the Super DIRTcar Series Big-
Block Modifieds.

Tickets are on sale now for
the DIRTcar Nationals at Volusia
Speedway Park. Stay tuned to our
website, Facebook, and Twitter for
more information and tickets for
other events.

World of Outlaws
Sprint Car Series Will

Make Inaugural Visit to
FALS in 2018

CONCORD, NC - After a suc-
cessful half-decade of Fairbury
American Legion Speedway
(FALS) hosting the World of Out-
laws Craftsman® Late Model Se-
ries, The Greatest Show on Dirt will
make its' first ever visit to the ¼
mile semi-banked dirt oval on
Wednesday May 30, 2018.

"We have wanted to bring the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Cars to FALS for a long-time now.
FALS has had a ton of success with
the Late Models and what better
way to add excitement then by
bringing in The Greatest Show on
Dirt," FALS Race Director Matt Curl
said.

Fairbury American Legion
Speedway ran two 410-Winged
Sprint Car races in 2017, both co-
hosted by the Interstate Racing As-
sociation (IRA) and Midwest Open
Wheel Association (MOWA). The

most recent coming on October 7,
which saw Carson Macedo pass
Joey Saldana on the last lap for the
victory in thrilling fashion. "The rac-
ing was phenomenal this year with
the winged cars and we are looking
forward to providing a similar rac-
ing surface for the highest caliber
drivers in the country," Curl added.

FALS, voted three-time DIRTcar
Track of the Year, is a well-deco-
rated dirt track facility that races
Late Models, Modifieds, Sports-
man, Street Stocks and Hobby
Mods on a weekly basis. Addition-
ally, FALS hosts one of Late Model
Racing's Crown Jewels - The
Prairie Dirt Classic - featuring the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Late
Models.

"Our fans put faith in us to pro-
vide them with a great on-track
product. We'll have the track right
and let the best drivers and teams
in the business put on a show. The
Outlaws are the best in the country
and we are really looking forward to
it," Curl explained.

With FALS being in the heart of
Central Illinois and the Midwest
racing scene, a strong regional
sprint car count is expected to com-
pete with The Greatest Show on
Dirt.

This can't miss event is sched-
uled for Wednesday, May 30, 2018.
The support class will be an-
nounced at a later date. Ticketing
information will be released in the
near future; be sure to stay tuned
to FairburySpeedway.com as well
as woosprint.com for that informa-
tion as it comes out.
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s 2018 Schedule Features
New Tracks, Traditional

Dates and Special Events

CONCORD, NC -
The World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model
Series is excited to
welcome one of dirt
Late Model racing's
most prominent pro-
ponents, Matt Curl,
aboard as Series Di-
rector; while Chris
Dolack, who stepped
in as Series Director in
the Spring of 2017,

has been named Director of Mar-
keting for the World of Outlaws and
DIRTcar Racing, focusing on event
promotion.

Curl, born and raised in Fairbury,
Illinois, made his name as a suc-
cessful track promotor of the Fair-
bury American Legion Speedway
(FALS), where he played an instru-

mental role in turning the speed-
way into one of the most renowned
tracks in the country and breathing
new life into the World of Outlaws-
sanctioned Prairie Dirt Classic,
which has since won Dirton
Dirt's Race of the Year award for
three out of the last four years.

Having achieved such success
as a premier track promoter at a
premier track with premier events,
Curl now steps into a leading role
with the premier dirt Late Model se-
ries. 

"The World of Outlaws is the top
of the line. It's what I've been
preparing for," said Curl. "My hope
is to build on the strength and in-
tegrity of the Series - to work hand-
in-hand with promoters and racers
to ensure they have the best event
possible."
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BROWNSBURG,
IN - Celebrating four
seasons under the
ownership of three-
time NASCAR Cup
champion, Tony Stew-
art, the Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Cham-
pions will enter the
new year boasting a
schedule comprised of
54 events at 36 differ-
ent facilities. “Amer-

icaʼs Series” will crisscross much of
the Northeast and Midwest during
their upcoming travels, visiting dirt
ovals in nine different states includ-
ing Florida, Ohio, Pennsylvania, In-
diana, Illinois, Minnesota, Iowa,
New York, and Wisconsin. 

Continuing a longstanding tradi-
tion, the Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions will kick-off their 2018
campaign with a visit to the Sun-
shine State. Action will ignite offi-
cially with three events at the
Bubba Raceway Park in Ocala,
Florida, followed by back-to-back
nights of competition at Volusia
Speedway Park near Daytona
Beach, Florida. 

“I want to thank all of the track
promoters, track officials and Se-
ries partners for helping us put to-
gether a great schedule for 2018,”
Tony Stewart explained, Arctic Cat
All Star owner. “The scheduling
process is always challenging to try

to meet the needs of the fans,
tracks and our teams.  Iʼd like to
thank each of the promoters for
their patience in working with us
during the last few months.  Every-
one plays an important role in mak-
ing a Series like this succeed.”

Ohio Sprint Speedweek pre-
sented by Cometic Gasket will
highlight the 2018 Arctic Cat All
Star schedule with nine events in
nine days at nine different facilities.
The 36th edition of Ohio Sprint
Speedweek will launch on Friday
evening, June 15, at Attica Race-
way Park.

Action will continue with appear-
ances at Eldora Speedway, Way-
nesfield Raceway Park, Wayne
County Speedway, Sharon Speed-
way, Atomic Speedway, Musk-
ingum County Speedway, Limaland
Motorsports Park, and Millstream
Speedway, respectively. The finale
at Millstream Speedway, scheduled
for Saturday, June 23, will award a
$10,000 top prize. 

Including the Ohio Sprint Speed-
week presented by Cometic Gas-
ket finale, a total of five events have
been confirmed to award more
than the standard All Star winnerʼs
share of $5,000 in 2018, one of
which the 51st running of the Tus-
carora 50 at Port Royal Speedway.
The historic 50-lapper will award a
$51,000 top prize in 2018; the high-
est paying program on the Arctic

Cat All Star calendar. 
With a potential for more, pro-

grams awarding more than $5,000
in 2018 include the July visit to the
Jackson Motorplex, the Pete Ja-
cobs Memorial at Wayne County
Speedway, and the Jim Nace Me-
morial/National Open at Selins-
grove Speedway. All high paying
programs, including those support-
ing a non-Arctic Cat All Star format,
will award full points toward the
2018 Series championship.

For the first time during Tony
Stewartʼs tenure, and for the first
time since 2011, the Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions will
swing west and visit the Sprint Car
Capital of the World; the Knoxville
Raceway in Knoxville, Iowa. The
one-night visit to the Marion County
Fairgrounds will be flanked by ap-
pearances at Jackson Motorplex
and 34 Raceway in Burlington,
Iowa.

The Arctic Cat All Stars will visit
ten new tracks that were not on the
schedule in 2017, including visits to
Utica-Rome Speedway, Weedsport
Speedway and Stateline Speed-
way in New York, McKean County
Raceway in Pennsylvania, the Dirt
Oval at Route 66 in Illinois on the
Saturday night of the NASCAR
weekend in June, Plymouth Speed-
way in Indiana, Plymouth Dirt Track
in Wisconsin, Millstream Speedway
in Ohio, and the aforementioned
Knoxville Raceway in Iowa and
Jackson Motorplex in Minnesota.

Padding an already impressive
summer campaign, an extended
list of recurring events will return to
the schedule in 2018 including

Western Pennsylvaniaʼs I-79 Sum-
mer Shootout, Lou Blaney Memo-
rial at Sharon Speedway, HD
Supply Spring Nationals at Attica
Raceway Park, Keith Kauffman
Classic at Port Royal Speedway,
and the 4-Crown Nationals, featur-
ing the Arctic Cat All Stars and all
three headlining divisions of USAC,
at Eldora Speedway in Rossburg,
Ohio.

In addition, the Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions will join forces
with the Bumper to Bumper IRA
Outlaw Sprint Series on three oc-
casions in 2018, co-sanctioning ac-
tion during visits to Illinois and
Wisconsin in parts of May and late-
June. The Arctic Cat All Stars and
Bumper to Bumper IRA Outlaw
Sprint Series will collide at the Ply-
mouth Dirt Track and Angell Park
Speedway on May 19-20, respec-
tively, followed by a dual at the Dirt
Oval at Route 66 on June 30. 

The 2018 Arctic Cat All Star sea-
son will conclude at “Indianaʼs Bad-
dest Bullring;” the Kokomo
Speedway in Kokomo, Indiana, on
Saturday, October 6. The 2018 fi-
nale will be the first All Star ap-
pearance at Kokomo Speedway
since the Dirt Classic Indiana in
2016.

“We are all very excited to get
the season underway,” Stewart
added. “We hope to see everyone
in Florida when we kick off the
2018 season in early February.”

Those seeking additional infor-
mation regarding the Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions should
visit its official online home at
www.allstarsprint.com.
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Charlotte
Motor Speedway

CONCORD, NC -
Fans looking to expe-
rience the thrill of
Charlotte Motor
Speedwayʼs high-
banked turns will get
their chance on Nov.
24, when Black Friday
Blowout roars into
Charlotte with exciting,
once-a-year opportu-
nities for fans and
spectacular savings in
the speedway gift
shop from 8 a.m.-4
p.m.

Nowhere else on
Black Friday can race fans drive
their personal cars on the same
iconic track as stars like Dale Earn-
hardt Jr., Jeff Gordon and Tony
Stewart – and all it takes is spend-
ing $50 on merchandise or tickets
to 2018 NASCAR or NHRA events,
or donating $25 to Speedway Chil-
drenʼs Charities.

“Driving the track is awesome.
Taking your car around a 1.5-mile
superspeedway is definitely an
adrenaline rush,” said Emily Curtiss
of Concord, North Carolina, who
drove the track last year. “We al-
ways do a little Christmas shopping
and then take the car for a spin. I
would highly recommend everyone
visit the Black Friday Blowout.
There are great deals and great
fun.”

MORE INFO: The fan-friendly
Black Friday Blowout will feature
major discounts on souvenir mer-
chandise including diecast cars
and menʼs and womenʼs apparel.

In the speedwayʼs biggest sale
of the year, the gift shop will feature
items for as low as $1.

A lunch buffet will be on sale in
the Speedway Club to provide
shoppers with an unmatched view
of the speedway while enjoying ex-
quisite holiday food. Fans inter-
ested in taking in a full day at the
speedway can also witness the ex-
travagant Speedway Christmas
light show on Friday evening – as
well as every night leading up to
Christmas Day.

TICKETS: Fans can buy or
renew tickets to 2018 events at the
speedway by calling 1-800-455-
FANS (3267), visiting the ticket of-
fice on Black Friday or visiting
http://www.charlottemotorspeed-
way.com/tickets/.

KEEP TRACK: Fans can con-
nect with Charlotte Motor Speed-
way by following on Twitter and
Instagram or become a Facebook
fan. Keep up with all the latest
news and information with the

Charlotte Motor Speedway mobile
app.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Those

looking to give the gift of Daytona
International Speedway will find op-
tions for fans of all forms of motor-
sports in the Black Friday and
Cyber Monday Thanksgiving holi-
day ticket specials.

On Friday, Nov. 24 (Black Fri-
day) and Monday, Nov. 27 (Cyber
Monday), the “World Center of
Racing” will offer the following $60
ticket package specials:

• Rolex 24 At DAYTONA: Gen-
eral admission stadium and infield
access for the 56th anniversary of
North Americaʼs most prestigious
sports car race on Jan. 27-28 with
a Rolex 24 event hat and garage
access on Sunday, a savings of 32
percent.

• DAYTONA 500 Qualifying Pre-
sented By Kroger/Advance Auto
Parts Clash: General admission
stadium and infield access for the
Sunday, Feb. 11 doubleheader with
UNOH Fanzone/Pre-Race access,
a savings of 33 percent.

• Can-Am Duel: General admis-
sion stadium ticket and UNOH Fan-
zone/Pre-Race access for the
150-mile qualifying races on Thurs-
day night, Feb. 15, a savings of 43
percent.

• NextEra Energy Resources
250: General admission stadium
ticket and UNOH Fanzone/Pre-
Race access for the NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series race
on Friday night, Feb. 16, a savings
of 29 percent.

• PowerShares QQQ 300: Gen-
eral admission stadium ticket and
UNOH Fanzone/Pre-Race access
for the NASCAR XFINITY Series
season-opener on Saturday, Feb.
17, a savings of 43 percent.

Kids 12 and under are FREE in
general admission stadium seating
and UNOH Fanzone for the above
Speedweeks events.

There are also ticket package
specials for fans of Bike Week At
DAYTONA:

• DAYTONA Supercross: Gen-
eral admission ticket and Trackside
Access, which gets you closer to
the action than anywhere else on
the circuit, can be purchased for
$45 – a savings of 31 percent. The
longest continuous Supercross
event in America takes place Sat-
urday, March 10.

• DAYTONA TT: Fans can have
a premium hospitality experience
during the Thursday, March 15
event with Rolex 24 Lounge admis-
sion for $99 – a savings of 34 per-
cent – or they can sit atop the

infieldʼs DAYTONA 500 Club with
Presidentʼs Row Admission for
$149 – a savings of 25 percent.
The Rolex 24 Lounge option in-
cludes access to the Lounge, a sta-
dium seat directly outside the
Lounge, souvenir event program,
priority parking, snacks and bever-
ages. The DAYTONA 500 Club
Presidentʼs Row option includes a
reserved rooftop seat, dinner, prior-
ity parking, UNOH Fanzone and pit
access, souvenir event program,
snacks and beverages.

To take advantage of the Black
Friday and Cyber Monday ticket
specials, call 1-800-PITSHOP be-
tween 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. or visit
www.daytonainternationalspeed-
way.com/deals.

Fans can stay connected with
Daytona International Speedway
on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,
Pinterest, YouTube and Snapchat,
and by downloading Daytona Inter-
national Speedwayʼs mobile app,
for the latest Speedway news
throughout the season.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - Honoring a long-

time tradition of giving back to the
South Florida community, Home-
stead-Miami Speedway is continu-
ing to support and celebrate
numerous non-profit organizations.
For the fifth consecutive year, “Dri-
ving for a Cause,” Homestead-
Miami Speedwayʼs charitable
outreach program, will be awarding
grants to local non-profits in the
South Florida community. This
year, grants will be donated to five
organizations that support youth
development and philanthropic ef-
forts. The recipients will be honored
during pre-race ceremonies prior to
the Ford EcoBoost 400 on Sunday,
November 19.

The grant winners are:
• Girl Scouts of Tropical Florida

– The “iGirls Innovation Series”
gives Girl Scouts in Miami-Dade
and Monroe counties access to
grade level specific STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) programming. Girls
ages 5-17 will be introduced to
STEM to help them see how they
can improve the world, and fuel the
pipeline of future engineers, techni-
cians and programmers.

• Voices for Children of Broward
County – This yearlong program
has identified the most needed
emergency items for
children who are
taken away from their
homes with little to no
possessions. In turn,
“Voices for Children
of Broward County”

will focus on contributing basic
needs and activities that allow chil-
dren to succeed and develop
healthy relationships. The organi-
zation also develops community
activities, school events and out-
ings with friends for foster children
within the program. 

• FMU National Association of
Black Journalists (NABJ) – The stu-
dent chapter of NABJ that focuses
on the improvement of TV produc-
tion classes at Florida Memorial
University. Their program gives stu-
dent journalists the opportunity to
work with high profile clients and
gain experience to build their pro-
fessional portfolios.  

• Mexican American Council –
The “Slingshot to Test Success”
program provides local high school
students of farmworker background
with SAT/ACT prep and guidance
services. This initiative also edu-
cates the studentsʼ parents on the
importance of these tests in their
childʼs academic success.

• Miami South BMX – In an effort
to increase interest in the sport of
BMX, the “New Rider Awareness
and Introduction Program” admin-
isters clinics for underprivileged rid-
ers, as well as offering affordable
bike rentals for the children who
participate. 

In addition to this yearʼs charita-
ble contributions from Driving for a
Cause, Homestead-Miami Speed-
way donates more than $320,000
annually to dozens of South Florida
organizations, including track rental
opportunities throughout the year,
an annual car wash, food drive,
holiday toy drive and much more.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - For the second

consecutive season, the worldʼs
best short track racers will descend
upon The Last Great Colos-
seum when Bristol Motor Speed-
way again hosts the Short Track
U.S. Nationals, May 18-20.

The second annual running of
the signature event will be sanc-
tioned by five different racing or-
ganizations and brings together six
elite short track racing categories to
compete on the high banks of The
Worldʼs Fastest Half-Mile in one
spectacular weekend of action.

“Last yearʼs Short Track U.S.
Nationals showcased an epic
weekend of competitive racing in 
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six different cate-
gories,” said Jerry
Caldwell, executive
vice president and
general manager at
Bristol Motor Speed-
way. “Seeing the best-
of-the-best in the short
track racing world take
to the signature high
banks of Bristol was a
sight to behold. We
anticipate this to be an
even better event in
2018.”

Champion Racing
Association powered

by JEGS (CRA), who took the lead
sanctioning role in developing this
event, will be co-sanctioning the
Super Late Model race with the
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS, The CARS Super Late
Model Tour (CARS) and the South-
ern Super Series (SSS). CRA also
will oversee the action for the crate
late model event with their
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour pre-
sented by Chevrolet and the Street
Stocks with their Lawrence Tow-
ing/CRA Street Stock Series. The
CARS officials will oversee the Late
Model Stock portion of the event
with their CARS Late Model Stock
Tour. The compacts will be organ-
ized and overseen by the Voreʼs
Compact Touring Series while the
Modified portion of the weekend
will be sanctioned by a Midwest
based Touring Modified organiza-
tion to be named at a later date.
The Short Track U. S. Nationals is
being presented by Voreʼs Welding
& Steel.

The inaugural event featured
nearly 350 cars on track, leading
the Short Track U.S. Nationals to
join the likes of some of short track
racingʼs most revered events, in-
cluding the prestigious Snowball
Derby in Florida, Indianaʼs famed
Winchester 400 and Nashvilleʼs All-
American 400. The event featured
13 different winners who added
their names to Bristol lore among
multiple features in six divisions.
Winners included soon-to-be full-
time NASCAR Cup Series driver
Darrell “Bubba” Wallace, Myatt
Snider, Cole Williams and Chad
Poole, among others.

Specific details of the event re-
garding daily schedules, additional
racing information, parking and
more will be released in the coming
weeks. Information on tickets,
camping and general details will be
announced at a later date. Those
who are interested can stay tuned
to BMSʼ social channels

and www.BristolMotorSpeedway.co
m for updates.

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - Community

members have a unique opportu-
nity to take a ride in a first respon-
der vehicle on the Sonoma
Raceway road course as part of the
racewayʼs Laps of Appreciation
benefit on the evening of Tuesday,
Dec. 12. This fundraising event will
serve as a special opportunity for
the North Bay community to gather
and thank the public safety person-
nel involved in the response to Oc-
toberʼs fires.

The highlight of Laps of Appreci-
ation will be the chance for atten-
dees to enjoy a ride around the
Sonoma Raceway road course in
their choice of first responder vehi-
cles from several North Bay fire
and police agencies. Tickets can be
purchased in advance or at the
event for $25 per person; each
ticket includes three ride tickets for
laps around the road course. All
proceeds from the evening will ben-
efit the Sonoma County Resilience
Fund and the Disaster Fund for
Mendocino County.

To stimulate the fundraising ef-
forts, Sonoma Raceway will match
up to $50,000 in contributions gen-
erated through sponsorship and at-
tendance at the event. Laps of
Appreciation, which will run from 5-
8 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 12, is
open to all community members
and is a family-friendly event.   

“Our goal for this event is two-
fold. Naturally, we hope to raise
enough to make a meaningful con-
tribution to the regional fire relief ef-
forts, but just as important, we want
to give folks in the community a ca-
sual opportunity to interact and
thank members of the fire and law
enforcement agencies who made
such heroic efforts on our behalf,”
said Steve Page, Sonoma Race-
way president and general man-
ager.

In addition to rides on the race-
wayʼs 10-turn, 1.99-mile road
course in the first responder vehi-
cle of choice, guests will also enjoy
a race car display, photos with the
Sonoma Raceway Girls and a card
station where guests can write
thank you notes to local fire depart-
ments. The evening will also fea-
ture fun for children at the Kids
Club display featuring a build-a-
racer booth, the Friedmanʼs Home
Improvement racing ramp, face
painting and balloon animals. Food
and beverage, as well as event-
themed t-shirts will be available for
purchase. 

Laps of Appreciation admission

tickets are $25 per person, which
includes three tickets for rides
around the road course. To pur-
chase tickets in advance or for
more information, visit www.Sono-
maRaceway.com or call 800-870-
RACE.  Parking is free at the
benefit and riders of all ages are
welcome.

Gateway Motorsports Park
Gateway Motorsports Park's in-

augural Magic of Lights™ drive-
through holiday lights experience,
opening Friday, will partner with
Blues for Kids, the St. Louis Blues'
charitable trust. A portion of each
Magic of Lights ™ ticket sold will go
to Blues for Kids.

Blues for Kids, the charitable
trust of the St. Louis Blues, has a
mission to positively impact pro-
grams and services that improve
health and wellness of youth in the
St. Louis area.

Thanks to the commitment of
Blues players, alumni, volunteers
and fans, Blues for Kids has con-
tributed more than $5 million to the
St. Louis community.

Blues for Kids focuses on four
areas of giving, which include can-
cer care and awareness, health
and wellness, education and youth
hockey development.

"Blues for Kids are proud to part-
ner with Gateway Motorsports
Park's Magic of Lights this holiday
season in bringing a fun family ex-
perience to the greater St. Louis
area,” said Randy Girsch, Director
of the Blues for Kids Foundation.

Magic of Lights™ opens Friday
and will continue through New
Year's Day. The family-friendly "one
carload, one price" holiday attrac-
tion will run from dusk each
evening to 10 p.m. The inaugural
Magic of Lights™ experience at
Gateway Motorsports Park will be-
come a new holiday tradition for the
entire family.

The 1.5-mile Magic of Lights™
(@MagicOfLights) course will fea-
ture more than 40 scenes of holi-
day lights -- nearly one million
sparkling LED lights. The festival of
twinkling, magical holiday lights in-
cludes a 200-foot-long light tunnel. 

Hot chocolate, coffee and kettle
corn will be available for purchase
each night. Horse-drawn carriage
rides and special party and VIP
functions are available. 

Advance tickets may be pur-
chased at www.MagicOfLights
.com.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - At Homestead-

Miami Speedway, crowning cham-
pions is not limited to the action on

the track, but also extends into the
community in a variety of ways. In
the classroom, the Speedway also
celebrates champions, as it contin-
ues its commitment of helping kids
excel in school through the “Write
Track Poetry” program.

For the second year in a row, the
championship track partnered with
Miami-Dade County Public Schools
and the Omari Hardwick bluapple
Poetry Network of the Jason Taylor
Foundation to hold the Write Track
Poetry competition. Starting in Sep-
tember, students from 13 Miami-
Dade County middle schools
submitted poems based on the
theme, What is Your Legacy? In
addition, pep rallies were held at
the participating schools, where
students were treated to spoken-
word performances from members
of the bluapple Poetry Network.

The winning poem was submit-
ted by Kyle King, an 8th-grader at
Leewood K-8 Center in Kendall.
His poem, Tick, Tick Boom, was
professionally recorded and pro-
duced, and will be played prior to
Saturdayʼs Ford EcoBoost 300
XFINITY Series championship
race.

The top-three poets overall, in-
cluding King, will be awarded the
unique opportunity to be driven to
school in the Homestead-Miami
Speedway Official Pace Car. Also,
the top three students in each
grade (6-8) from all 13 schools will
be in attendance for Saturdayʼs
Ford EcoBoost 300.

“At the bluapple Poetry Network,
we know how life changing spoken
word poetry can be for young peo-
ple as it gives them a platform, en-
courages their voice and validates
their experiences,” said Sierra
DeMulder, Director of the bluapple
Poetry Program. “It was an honor
to work with Homestead-Miami
Speedway to bring this empower-
ing art form to so many students.”

“The Write Track Poetry pro-
gram has made a profound impact
on the youth of South Florida, pro-
viding kids an opportunity to ex-
press themselves artistically,” said
Homestead-Miami Speedway
President Matthew Becherer.

Since opening its doors, the
Jason Taylor Foundation has im-
pacted tens of thousands of chil-
dren through innovative
programming.

For more information on the
Jason Taylor Foundation, please
visit www.JasonTaylorFounda-
tion.org or follow on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/jasontaylor-
foundation or Twitter and Insta-
gram: @jtfoundation99 or
@bluapple poetry.
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Hickory Motor
Speedway

NEWTON, NC -
Hickory Motor Speed-
way has just released
their schedule for the
2018 race season, and
it is packed full of ex-
citement.  The Historic
Race Track will open
up their 68th season of
racing on March 17th,
2018 with the Cosmo
Motors Spring Classic,
and the track will once
again be headlined
each week with the
NASCAR Whelen All-

American Series Bojanglesʼ Late
Models. 

The track is presently in discus-
sions for the Paramount KIA spon-
sorship of the popular Paramount
KIA "Big 10" Racing Challenge,
which provides 10 races with fea-
ture events that provide additional
purse money and a points champi-
onship of its own.  

Hickory Motor Speedway will
continue promoting events for the
Paramount Auto Group Limited
Late Models, Cosmo Motors Street
Stocks, One Design Super Trucks,
Carolina Custom Golf Carts 4-
Cylinders, Renegades and the
Catawba Realty and Insurance,
Co. Sportsman Racing Classics
during their weekly events. 

The PASS Super Late Models
will return to Americaʼs Most Fa-
mous Short Track for two events in
2018, including the Easter Bunny
150 on March 31st and the presti-
gious Mason-Dixon Mega Melt-
down 300 on Nov. 16th and 17th.

The Hugely popular Bandit Big
Rig Series Semi Truck race will be
back in action at Hickory Motor
Speedway on April 7th with thun-
dering Semi Trucks battling for a
chance to visit victory lane.

The Must See Sprint Cars will
return on April 21st with Sprint Car
action turning 12 second laps at the
Historic Oval.

The track will play host to the
Cars Racing Tour again in 2018
with two dates. The Cars Racing
Tour has had a long history at The
Birthplace of the NASCAR Stars
and will return on May 5th and Aug,
4th for the Throwback Series event.

The Knights of Destruction will
return with two events beginning on
June 2nd and is sure to deliver ex-
citement and thrills for all that at-
tend. This event provides a fun
filled night of special racing includ-
ing a school bus race, skid plate
race, chain race, and much more
followed by a night of fireworks.

The second event will be Oct. 13th
and prove to be just as exciting.

Also on tap will be two events for
the popular Southern Modified Se-
ries on July 7th and September
22nd. The Southern Modified Se-
ries began at Hickory Motor Speed-
way last season and provided
some great racing for their events
with multiple Modified stars in at-
tendance.

The season will also include the
running of the Paramount Auto
Group Bobby Isaac Memorial race
presented by Black Tire and Auto
Service on the Saturday Septem-
ber 1st of Labor Day weekend, a
very special tradition at the leg-
endary track, honoring the late
Bobby Isaac. The Cosmo Motors
Fall Brawl presented by Calico
Coatings will be held on October
20th and which is a 200-lap feature
special event for the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series Bojan-
glesʼ Late Models, 100-lap Para-
mount Auto Group Limited Late
Model, 50-lap One Design Super
Trucks and more. 

There are still a few dates to be
secured and some to be an-
nounced later, but several of our
sponsors have already secured
their dates for 2018 at The Birth-
place of the NASCAR Stars. The
Catawba Reality and Insurance Co.
Sportsman Racing Classics dates
are tentative. 

Ticket prices will remain the
same in 2018 (excluding special
events) for weekly NASCAR events
($12.50 for adults, $10.50 for sen-
iors and teens, with kids 12 and
under free). 

Hickory Motor Speedway has
been voted the Finest Sports
Venue in Hickory Daily Records
Best of Catawba Valley for 2017
and Hickory Motor Speedway will
soon be releasing a special dis-
counted season pass for the first
100 fans that place an order.
Please look for the offer coming
soon at www.hickorymotorspeed-
way.com or on our Facebook page.

Hickory Motor Speedway man-
agement will continue to work hard
for the sponsors, fans, and com-
petitors, to provide a level field of
competition and great entertain-
ment in a family oriented atmos-
phere. We look forward to seeing
you at the track in 2018.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Selins-

grove Speedway & Raceway Park
closed out the 2017 season Satur-
day evening, Nov. 11, with the
awards banquet at the historic
Genetti Hotel in Williamsport for
about 250 guests representing the

360 sprint car, super late model,
pro stock, roadrunner, and go kart
divisions.

This yearʼs top performing driv-
ers received trophies, jackets, com-
memorative championship rings
sponsored by Foss Jewelers, and
shared a $25,000-plus point fund. 

Davie Franek of Wantage, N.J.,
clinched his first career Mach 1
Chassis 360 sprint car track cham-
pionship with 12 top five finishes in-
cluding three feature wins at
Selinsgrove. He became the ninth
different sprint car champion since
the speedway switched to weekly
358-360 sprint car competition in
2001. Franek is also a former two-
time United Racing Club champion.

In the Jeffʼs Auto Body & Recy-
cling Center super late models,
Tony Adams of Sunbury and Hayes
Mattern of Beavertown were
named co-champions when they
tied for the title in the final points
race of the season Aug. 26 

For Adams, the championship
was the second of his career at
Selinsgrove with one victory and 8
top five finishes. Mattern became
the first driver to win a champi-
onship in karting at Selinsgrove
Raceway Park and advance to
Selinsgroveʼs half-mile track and
clinch a super late model title. Mat-
tern had a break-out season with 7
top five finishes, including three
feature wins. 

Tommy Slanker of York clinched
his first career A&A Auto Stores pro
stock title with seven feature wins,
the most of any driver in any divi-
sion at the track this season.
Slanker became the 13th different
driver to win a championship in 20
years of pro stock racing at Selins-
grove. 

Keith Bissinger of Orangeville
and Will Brunson of Middleburg
were also co-champions in the Col-
lier Paving/A&A Auto Stores road-
runner division when they too tied
in the final points race of the year.

Bissinger clinched his fifth ca-
reer title without a victory this sea-
son, while Brunson scored his first
championship along with his first
career win in his rookie season. 

Michael Thomas of Emmaus
clinched the 358 sprint car chal-
lenge series title. 

Rookie of the Year awards went
to Justin Whittall of Southampton
Lane, N.J. (sprint cars); Nathan
Long of Middleburg (late models);
Shaun Lawton of Bloomsburg (pro
stocks); and Will Brunson of Mid-
dleburg (roadrunners). Jim Collier
of Shamokin received the Joe Whit-
comb Memorial Sportsman of the
Year award. 

This yearʼs dual point champi-

onship ties marked only the fourth
and fifth times for ties in Selins-
grove Speedway history. The last
points championship tie at the track
occurred in 2000 between 410
sprint car drivers Todd Shaffer and
Keith Kauffman. The sprint car divi-
sion also had a championship tie in
1964 between Dick Tobias and
Leroy Felty. The late model divi-
sion's only other title tie was in
1980 between Dale Kerstetter and
Bob Smith.

On hand to accept a special
recognition award in appreciation
for his dedication to the future of
auto racing at Selinsgrove Speed-
way was Gary Greiner, member of
the Selinsgrove Fair Association. 

The 2017 Selinsgrove Raceway
Park go kart champions were
Wyatt Tressler (kid karts), Dalton
Bachman (rookies I cage), Ashton
Gonder (rookies II cage), Brook-
lynn Peters (rookies I), Pat Romig
(adult cage animal), Chase Keister
(jr. cage), Trevor Teats (clone
375s), Kruz Kepner (jr. restricted),
Brandon Haines (adult cage flat),
Steve Kerstetter (mediums), Den-
nis Tanner (extra heavies), and
Adam Barge (flat 350s), Mariah
Romig (senior clone cage), Todd
Benny (clone 340s), and Kaiden
Goshorn (red clone cage). 

Members of the speedway man-
agement team announced all the
divisions will be returning for
weekly Friday night go kart racing
at Selinsgrove Raceway Park and
weekly Saturday night sprint car
and stock car competition at Selins-
grove Speedway next season. 

Off-season improvements in-
clude moving the pit area outside of
the half-mile track and adding
screened clay to the turns. 

The 2018 edition of the motor-
sports show at the Susquehanna
Valley Mall in Selinsgrove is tenta-
tively scheduled for Sunday, Feb.
25 through Friday, March 2. 

For a complete schedule, the lat-
est news, results, and race status,
visit selinsgrovespeedway.com or
follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
The speedway office can be
reached at 570.374.2266.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Motor Speedway wel-
comed a guest list of nearly 450
people consisting of teams, drivers,
sponsors, and employees this past
Friday night, November 17 at Ma-
neelyʼs in South Windsor to offi-
cially honor Keith Rocco, Glen
Reen, Cory DiMatteo, Duane
Provost, and Johnny Walker as the
2017 Stafford Motor Speedway

(Continued on Next Page…)
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NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series track
champions.

With Stafford
Motor Speedway
broadcaster Matt
Buckler serving as the
Masters of Ceremony,
the 48th annual
Stafford Motor Speed-
way NASCAR Cham-
pions Awards
Ceremony not only
honored the five track
champions, they also
recognized the top-10
points finishers from

the SK Modified®, Late Model, SK
Light, Limited Late Model, and
DARE Stock divisions.  Special
awards that were presented during
the eveningʼs festivities were Most
Popular Driver Awards, NAPA Auto
Parts Parts Rookie of the Year,
R.A.D. Automachine Rookie of the
Year, and the UNOH Youth
Achievement Award.

Keith Rocco and the #88 Wheel-
ers Auto team used a combination
of consistency and clutch perform-
ances to take the title.  Rocco
began strong with 10 top-9 finishes
but began to struggle in August and
the beginning of September.  En-
tering the final 2 races of the sea-
son, Rocco trailed Chase Dowling
by 34 points.  Rocco and the #88
team then rised to the occasion by
winning the final 2 races to claim
the championship by a 6 point mar-
gin over Dowling.  For the season,
the #88 team posted 2 wins, 9 top-
5 and 15 top-10 finishes for an av-
erage finish of 5.8

Glen Reen and the #31 LifeCare
Family Chiropractic team were a
model of consistency throughout
the 2017 season en route to win-
ning the championship.  In 17 starts
this season, Reen posted 16 top-7
finishes with his worst finish for the
season an 11th place effort on
Sept. 15.  Despite not leading the
Late Model division in wins, top-5s,
or top-10s this year, Reenʼs consis-
tency carried him to the champi-
onship with Tom Fearn and Kevin
Gambacorta tied for second, 8
points behind Reen.  For the sea-
son, Reen and the #31 team
posted 3 wins, 13 top-5, and 16
top-10 finishes and they finished on
the podium in 10 of the 17 races.

Cory DiMatteo made the move
from Legend Cars into SK Lights at
Stafford for the 2017 season and
he proved he was a quick study by
winning the first 2 races of the sea-
son.  DiMatteo used that early mo-
mentum to establish himself as a

championship contender but sev-
eral finishes outside the top-15
dropped him out of the points lead.
DiMatteo spent much of the sum-
mer recovering lost points from his
finishes outside the top-15 and he
posted top-6 finishes in 11 of the
final 12 races to erase his deficit to
the point leaders and win the
championship at the NAPA Fall
Final with a 4th place finish.  For
the season DiMatteo posted 4
wins, 12 top-5s and 14 top-10s and
he becomes the fourth rookie
driver, joining Michael Gervais, Jr.
in 2009, Matt Galko in 2010, and
Jeremy Sorel in 2014 as rookie
drivers who also won the SK Light
championship.

While Duane Provost had a bit
of luck and circumstance on his
side last season in winning the Lim-
ited Late Model championship, he
needed no such favors this season
as he locked down a second con-
secutive track championship.
Provost and the #88 Michael Fac-
chini Law Firm team scored top-5
finishes in 16 of the 17 races this
season with 3 wins.  Provost
scored back to back wins in early
June and then won again on Sept.
15 to help cement his place at the
top of the standings heading into
the final 2 races of the season.  For
the season Provost scored 3 wins,
16 top-5s, and 16 top-10s.

After winning the DARE Stock
championship in 2016, Johnny
Walker and the #01 Dunleavyʼs
Truck & Trailer Repair team came
back and put together one of the
most dominant seasons in Stafford
history in any division.  After a loose
steering wheel relegated him to a
12th place finish in the season
opening NAPA Spring Sizzler fea-
ture event, Walker finished each of
the remaining 16 races on the
podium with 8 wins, 5 second place
finishes, and 3 third place finishes.  

The NAPA Auto Parts Rookie of
the Year awards were presented to
Josh Wood from the SK Modified®
division and Paul Arute from the
Late Model division.  Taking home
R.A.D. Automachine Rookie of the
Year honors were Cory DiMatteo in
the SK Light division, Alexandra
Fearn in the Limited Late Model di-
vision, and George Bessette, Jr. in
the DARE Stock division.  The
NAPA Auto Parts rookie awards will
be worth a $1,000.00 gift card re-
deemable at participating NAPA
Stores to Wood and Arute, with Di-
Matteo, Fearn, and Bessette each
winning a $500 bonus from R.A.D.
Automachine that will be paid out in
$100.00 weekly increments to each
driver as they attend events during
the 2018 season.

The winners of the Most Popular
Driver Awards were Ted Christo-
pher in the SK Modified® division,
Tom Fearn in the Late Model divi-
sion, Marcello Rufrano from the SK
Light division, Alexandra Fearn
from the Limited Late Model divi-
sion, and Nicole Chambrello in the
DARE Stock division.  The Most
Popular Driver Awards are voted on
by the fans who attend Stafford
Motor Speedway race events and
fill out the ballots found in the
trackʼs weekly PitStopper Maga-
zine.

The UNOH Youth Achievement
award was won by SK Light Modi-
fied driver Daniel Wesson for the
second consecutive season.  The
UNOH Youth Achievement Award
is a program that is open to all driv-
ers at Stafford between the ages of
14-17.  

For more information about the
2017 Stafford Motor Speedway
Champions Awards Ceremony,
contact the Stafford Motor Speed-
wayʼs track office at (860) 684-
2783 or visit us on the web at
www.staffordspeedway.com.

Colorado National
Speedway

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - It took
a bit longer than he would have
liked, but Darren Robertson is fi-
nally able to call himself a cham-
pion.

Robertson, 31, secured his first
NASCAR track championship this
year at Colorado National Speed-
way in Dacono, Colorado. It was a
long time coming for the third-gen-
eration racer, who also secured the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries Colorado championship this
season.

“It feels great obviously,” said
Robertson. “Iʼve come close to win-
ning both of them many, many
times and this is the first time for
both of them. Itʼs definitely like a
weight off my shoulders, really.
Weʼve been second and had really
good years going and something
stupid has happened. A wreck, bro-
ken motors and part failures or
something.”

That didnʼt happen this year as
Robertson put together one of the
best seasons of his career at Col-
orado National. Robertson won five
times and rarely finished off the
podium, allowing him to capture the
track championship by 33 points
over Jace Hansen.

The Colorado championship
came as a result of that same con-
sistency. In 13 starts atColorado
National, Robertson finished inside
the top-five 12 times and collected

13 top-10 finishes. He also finished
fourth at I-25 Speedway in Pueblo,
Colorado. That allowed him to best
Hansen for the Colorado champi-
onship by 39 points.

U.S. state and province champi-
ons are determined by the best 18
finishes at tracks within the respec-
tive state or province.

By claiming his first track cham-
pionship, Robertson joined his
grandfather, Odie, and his father,
Jerry, as a track champion at the
.375-mile asphalt oval. If the name
Jerry Robertson sounds familiar,
itʼs because he was instrumental in
the formation of the powerhouse
Furniture Row Racing team, which
now competes in the Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series.

“Barney (Visser, Furniture Row
owner) actually bought a race car,
a modified, and he had no racing
experience,” the younger Robert-
son explained. “He bought a modi-
fied in 2004 and he was referred
over to my dadʼs shop to have it
worked on so he could fit in the
seat. Heʼs a big guy, heʼs tall, so he
needed the foot box extended and
the seat moved back. 

“My dad worked on his car and
they just kind of became friends.
Barney asked my dad what his
goals were and my dad told him.
My dad didnʼt know that he was
(the owner of) Furniture Row. My
dad told him and a couple weeks
went by and then he and my dad
flew to Charlotte and bought some
cars and they started Furniture
Row Racing. My dad drove for
them for the next three years in
what is now the XFINITY Series.”

Following in the footsteps of his
father and grandfather, both of
whom are members of the Col-
orado Motorsports Hall of Fame, is
something the younger Robertson
says came naturally. 

“Naturally since I grew up I
watched him race,” Robertson said.
“When I got about 13, 14 or 15
years old I started working in the
shop with him. Naturally I loved it,
so naturally I got into it. 

“Heʼs real proud,” Robertson
continued. “He helps us work on
the car and gives us ideas on what
to do. Heʼs there to lean on when I
have questions at the race track.
Heʼs definitely involved and proud.”

Close calls like that fueled
Robertson, whose No. 11 was
sponsored by Automatic Garage
Door Inc., Palomino Industries, Al-
reco Aluminum Surplus, to keep
chasing championships. This year
he finally succeeded and he has
earned the opportunity to travel to
Charlotte, North Carolina, for the
NASCAR HomeTracks Awards.
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