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It wasnʼt that long
ago when Jimmie
Johnson would have
considered a sixth-
place finish to be a dis-
appointment. Thatʼs
the way seven-time
series champions are
supposed to think.

Last Saturday
nightʼs sixth-place run
at the Kansas Speed-
way was, for
the most part,

a struggle. Johnsonʼs No.
48 Chevrolet didnʼt lead a
lap and never was a part of
the contending conversa-
tion.

But for a 43-year-old
driver whoʼs made winning
look so effortless through-
out his 18-year fulltime ca-
reer, a sixth-place finish could be a
sign that heʼs finally getting a little
closer to rejoining the sportʼs fast
lane.

At least he tried to find some sol-
ace in the fact is team took at “25th-
place” car and wound up in the
top-10.

Johnsonʼs 83 career victories
came in his first 556 starts, an
amazing average of winning one
out of every seven starts.

He has no wins since Week 12
of 2016 – a stretch of 71 in a row.

“Iʼm trying to stay patient but
years are flying by,” Johnson said.
“Weʼve got to get to work. Weʼve
got to be winning races and finish-
ing higher in the points if weʼre
going to have a shot at the champi-
onship. So, hopefully we can clean
that stuff up and get where we
need to be.”

Johnsonʼs best finish so far has
been a fifth at Texas. Some of his
struggles easily could be traced to
Chevroletʼs decision a year ago to
drop the SS sedan for the Camaro
ZL1. The Chevrolet camp has com-
bined to win just five times since
the swap 48 races ago, and Hen-
drick Motorsports teammate Chase
Elliott has four of them.

Compounding Johnsonʼs frus-
tration is the emergence of another
Hendrick prodigy, Alex Bowman.

Bowman, 26, finished second for
his third consecutive race last Sat-
urday, while Elliott, 23, was fourth
at Kansas.

Bowman was third during a
restart in overtime, but he got
trapped in the slower middle
groove by ng a late-race restart, but

he got trapped Eric Jones and
Johnson in the outside lane. For
Bowman, itʼs all part of the learning
curve.

“We had a really good car, I just
made bad decisions going through
lap traffic on lane choice,” Bowman
said. “They stayed where I needed
to run. I should have gone high and
I shouldnʼt have picked the middle
like I did. I just had to lift and let the
2 and the 20 drive right around me.

Iʼm pretty frustrated with
myself. There was no way
around that, that was a
bad mistake on my part.”

Johnson faded
from fourth to sixth in the
final two laps as Brad Ke-
selowski sped away to his
third win of the season. At
the same time, Hendrick
had reason to celebrate

three cars in the top six.
“Itʼs absolutely a good day for

everyone at Hendrick Motorsports,”
Bowman said. “We all had really
competitive cars and we really ap-
preciate everyoneʼs hard work to
continue to build our cars and con-
tinue to get better like we have.”

All of a sudden, Bowman is get-
ting a lot of attention for all the right
reasons at Hendrick, and the focus
on Johnson isnʼt as positive.

“When you finish second three
weeks in a row, you're going to win
a race,” Keselowski said of Bow-
man. “He's got a lot to be proud of
and he's doing all the right things.
You know, they have the speed and
all those things. So that's certainly
impressive.

“But you know, there were some
opportunities there, and I just took
advantage of them. You know, it's

not probably really even his fault,
just part of how the chips fell.”

After being the mainstay at Hen-
drick for nearly 12 years, Johnson
now finds himself being a casualty
of the NASCARʼs youth movement.

“I wish I could share all the de-
tails of things that have taken
place,” Johnson said. “Itʼs internal
knowledge that I canʼt share but
Iʼve had some bad luck and weʼve
been aggressive when we should-
nʼt have. Itʼs a tough environment
we live in and weʼre trying really
hard but at the end of the day weʼve
just got to make some better deci-
sions and just get a little closer and
then weʼll be in good shape.

“Weʼre still missing a chunk of

speed even out there running by
ourselves thereʼs a pretty good gap
from our car to even our own team-
matesʼ cars. Weʼre missing some-
thing. Weʼve just got to get on top
of it.”

Johnsonʼs next change will be
the Coca-Cola 600 at the Charlotte
Motor Speedway on May 26. Itʼs a
race heʼs won four times.

“The company is there,” John-
son said. “Weʼve seen good speed
with the 9 [Elliott] and the 88 [Bow-
man] recently. The 24 [William
Byron] has had some speed. We
have had speed. We just havenʼt
had it from Friday to Sunday. We
just canʼt get on top of it.”

And the years keep flying by.
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Jimmie Johnson 
Still Trying to Get It Right

FasTrack Racing Journal is an online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have

been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World of Outlaws 9-10
Monster Energy Cup 4 ASCS 11
NGOTS 5 OnTrack 12-15
NASCAR Touring 7 ShorTrack 16-18
P.A.S.S. 8

ON THE COVER:
MENCS AND NGOTS - NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY

WORLD OF OUTLAWS - PAUL ARCH

Charlotte Speedweeks
Starting This Weekend

Jimmie Johnson (48) battles to stay ahead of the competition. (RUSSELL LABOUNTY/NKP photo)



To say that the
NASCAR season has
been a rollercoaster
would be a huge un-
derstatement. When
the new rules package
was announced last
season, the work
began in each and
every race shop for
the 2019 season. With
so many different
“aero packages” de-
pending on the size of
the race track, teams
faced a difficult chal-

lenge preparing for this year.
While Daytona was, and is, its

own animal and challenge each
February, once the season headed
west to a one-mile, 1.5-miles, and
a 2-mile track, different types of
racing began to develop. Not only
was the Monster Energy Cup Se-
ries feature race each week inter-
esting, the qualifying sessions
became almost as big of a story in
itself. Group qualifying took a whole
new meaning as teams began to
use more and more strategy during
each session. With several near
accidents as cars left pit road for
qualifying, something was destined
to be changed. Then, when none of
the twelve cars eligible for the final
round of qualifying for the pole
were able to post a lap time during
the five-minute final round, it didnʼt
take an engineer to know that
change was coming soon.

Not only did the sport suffer in
the eye of the fan as a result of on-
track and qualifying issues, but the
attendance began to be a major
topic of discussion. While several
tracks had “decent” crowds, races
at Fontana, Bristol, and Richmond
had very noticeable empty seats for
their NASCAR weekends.

It seemed to be a period of sev-
eral weeks where NASCAR would
make an adjustment to their rules
package after each race. Drivers,
owners, sponsors, and most cer-
tainly the fans voiced their concern.

What was the problem? If sev-
eral early-season races failed to
live up to fans expectations, that
trend took a turn at Bristol. While
the attendance, or lack thereof, did
in no way justice to the action on
the track. I thought the Bristol race
was very entertaining and compet-
itive from start to finish. The next
week at Richmond was much the
same. I know short track racing in
most cases leads to better racing
and more action. But these two
took the racing action to a new

level.
Talladega was Talladega except

for the crowd. I talked with several
friends who attended the Talladega
NASCAR weekend, and they came
home thrilled with what they saw.
Of course, the on-track action will
keep you on your feet throughout
both races, but it was the overall
“experience” that these fans re-
membered. Both were thrilled to
see, not only the number of fans,
but the in-
te rac t i ve
activities in
a n d
a r o u n d
r a c e
weekend.
T h e y
t a l k e d
a b o u t
w a l k i n g
a r o u n d
o u t s i d e
the track, watching fans enjoy the
displays and autograph sessions.
These fans are avid race fans who
have traveled to as many as a
dozen races each year for over a
decade. The “positive vibe” that
they felt at Talladega gave them
hope that our sport was not a dying
breed, but rather a true experience
that many of them had grown to
love.

Next was Dover and The Mon-
ster Mile. Biggest change for Dover
was back to single-car qualifying.
Obviously, this step placed addition
pressure on crew chiefs because a
qualifying and race setup would be
totally different. I know thatʼs not a
new concept, but when you con-
sider the new aero package with
the qualifying and race setup, some
serious decisions had to be made.

And, of course, these changes
did not sit well with everyone. After
the Dover race, Kyle Busch was
extremely vocal about his displeas-
ure with the rules and the inability
to pass during the race. 

While his comments were cer-
tainly noted by NASCAR officials, it
should be stated that the winner,
Martin Truex Jr. and the runner-up,
Alex Bowman, started in the rear of
the field. 

And, from a fan viewpoint watch-
ing Dover, I thought the race was
quite entertaining. No one driver
dominated the event, and the ac-
tual on-track product was pleasing
to watch.

Last weekend, Kansas Speed-
way hosted the MECS and posed
a unique set of challenges for each
team. While Kansas is another 1.5-

mile track, it has its own character-
istics that are different than other
tracks of the same length.

Martin Truex Jr., winner of two of
the last three MECS races this
year, commented on his approach
to Kansas.

“How fast do you want to be by
yourself?” Truex stated. “How fast
do you want to be in traffic without
sacrificing speed? There are just a
lot of options. Trying to find the right
combination for us right now has
been tricky.”

“The package here has been in-
tense,” Kurt Busch added. “Out
there by yourself, youʼre wide open.
It almost gives you an indication
your car is handling too good. The,
jump in a pack and itʼs like pack-
drafting at Talladega and your car
is all over the place.” Busch also
commented that the frustration lies
in the fact that nobody knows what
to expect.

“The continuity and the patterns
and the consistency isnʼt here right
now because each week we go to
these tracks for the first time, the
packages are all over the place,”
the elder Busch added. “Right now,
a lot of people are just bouncing
around like a pingpong ball in their
setups.”

“Itʼs definitely tough,” Chase El-
liott said. “Weʼre not able to create
that kind of racing and be comfort-
able all the time, pushing and shov-
ing and things like that. Iʼve tried to
voice my opinions in those meet-
ings weʼre supposed to voice our
opinions in.”

“At the end of the day, Iʼve come
to the realization, and maybe this
will change, but I donʼt think my
opinion matters to the people that

make the rules,” Elliot continued.
“And, really, I donʼt know that it
should. Make the rules and be
happy with it. Weʼre racing. You ei-
ther like it or you donʼt.”

“I feel like they (NASCAR) lis-
tens to us,” Joey Logano added.
“Thereʼs plenty of of other mem-
bers that have a vested interest in
what we do. Our fans, for one,
right? It has to be a good race. It
has to look good with good pass-
ing.”

Well, race fans, it appears from
early reactions to the Kansas
MECS race that it was the best
race thus far in the 2019 season.
Very competition, lots of action, and
drivers able to move through the
pack and challenge for the lead.
Side-by-side racing was the norm,
not the exception. And, of course,
there were “comers and goers” dur-
ing the event. Fans were very sup-
portive of the event from a pure
entertainment viewpoint.

So, it appears that NASCAR has
zeroed in on a package that works.
One race does not a season make.
And, it should be noted that last
week NASCAR announced that it
would be adding aero ducts to the
three remaining tracks where 500
horsepower engines will be run that
did not originally require them –
Pocono, Darlington, and Home-
stead. However, with a constant
“adjustments”, NASCAR looks to
be getting much closer to the rac-
ing action that many of their long-
time fans deserve. And, with two
weeks at Charlotte Motor Speed-
way on the horizon, you can bet
that the eyes of the motorsports
fans will be on the action at the 1.5-
mile track.
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Race winner Brad Keselowski (2) goes low to pass Kyle Busch (18)
and Paul Menard (21) during the Kansas Speedway race Saturday
evening. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)



KANSAS CITY,
KS - At the end of a
thrilling victory in Sat-
urday nightʼs Digital
Ally 400 at Kansas
Speedway, race win-
ner Brad Keselowskiʼs
first thoughts sped to
the truck owner who
helped further his ca-
reer.

“I just want to ded-
icate this win to Mike

Mittler," Keselowski said of the man
for whom he drove for two
NASCAR Gander Outdoors Truck
Series races in 2006. "You know,
he helped a lot of guys in their ca-
reer, and I was one of them. He
passed away yesterday. It's just a
huge loss to the NASCAR commu-
nity.

“He was one of those unsung
heroes that works in the garage.
He gave his whole life to this sport,
and there's so many of those guys

and so many of those fans. It hurts
to see those guys go away.”

Keselowskiʼs other emotion was
joy. In a two-lap overtime shootout,
he beat Alex Bowman to the finish
line by .205 seconds, as the race
went four laps beyond its sched-
uled 267. The victory was Ke-
selowskiʼs third of the
season—matching Kyle Busch for
most in the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series—his second
at Kansas and the 30th of his ca-
reer.

With fresher tires, thanks to a pit
stop under caution on Lap 241, the
driver of the No. 2 Team Penske
Ford grabbed the lead from Bow-
man on Lap 261, building momen-
tum down the backstretch and
passing the No. 88 Chevrolet to the
outside through Turns 3 and 4. 

"What a great day. On the (last)
restart, I just got a great launch and
Alex Bowman—he's going to win a
race. He did a great job today. We

had a little bit of fresher tires than
he did (to facilitate the lead change
before overtime), and we were able
to make the move on the outside
there and caught everything per-
fect.

“I'm just so thankful.”
Saturdayʼs race was the first

under the lights with the new
higher-downforce, lower-horse-
power competition package
NASCAR introduced this year.

"I'm a little biased because I'm
parked in Victory Lane, but this was
an awesome race today,” Ke-
selowski said. “This rules package
is really made for tracks like
Kansas Speedway, and I think the
fans saw a great one today." 

The runner-up finish was Bow-
manʼs third straight, following sec-
ond-place runs at Talladega and
Dover.

“Just made some bad calls there
through lapped traffic and got tied
off, had to lift, and then the 2 (Ke-
selowski) was able to drive around
us,” Bowman said. “Wish we were
standing here with three wins in a
row, and things could have gone
differently, and that could be the
case, but weʼll keep digging next

week and try to go get in the All-
Star (Race), go win the All-Star and
then go try to win the (Coca-Cola)
600.”

Erik Jones ran third, followed by
Stage 2 winner Chase Elliott and
Clint Bowyer. Jimmie Johnson, Kurt
Busch, Kyle Larson, Tyler Reddick
and Chris Buescher completed the
top 10.

Pole winner Kevin Harvick led a
race-high 105 laps and won the
first stage, but Harvick brought the
No. 4 Stewart-Haas Racing Ford to
pit road on Lap 180 with what he
thought was a flat right front tire.
The unscheduled stop cost Harvick
a lap, which he didnʼt recover until
Lap 244 as the highest-scored
lapped car under caution for debris
in Turn 2.

Harvick finished 13th behind
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. and Aric
Almirola.

Kyle Busch was battling with the
front-runners after a Lap 245, but
contact with Bowyerʼs Ford cut a
tire on Buschʼs No. 18, forcing him
to pit road and ending his record-
tying streak of top-10 finishes to
start the season at 11. Busch came
home 30th, three laps down.
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s Brad Keselowski Wins
Overtime Shootout at

Kansas Speedway

Brad Keselowski celebrates amid red and white confetti in victory lane at Kansas Speedway after beating Alex Bowman to the win by
.205 seconds in overtime. (Russell Labounty/NKP photo) 



KANSAS CITY,
KS - Elation and
heartbreak were
barely more than a lap
apart when Ross
Chastain took the
checkered flag to win
Friday nightʼs Digital
Ally 250 NASCAR
Gander Outdoors
Truck Series race at

Kansas Speedway.
Chastain took the lead on Lap

165 of 167 after Stewart Friesen
ran out of fuel—the result of a mis-
communication between the driver
and crew chief Trip Bruce. Chastain
crossed the finish line .483 sec-
onds ahead of runner-up Ben
Rhodes to secure his first victory in
the series in his 66th start and the
first for Niece Motorsports and
owner Al Niece.

Friesen, on the other hand,
rolled home in 15th, a lap down and
a study in frustration as a first vic-
tory in the Truck series continued to
elude him.

For Chastain, the victory was a
welcome vindication after his rags-

to-riches-to-rags story of 2018.
With superb performances in lim-
ited NASCAR Xfinity Series action
with Chip Ganassi Racing last
year—including a victory at Las
Vegas—Chastain earned a full-
time ride in Ganassiʼs No. 42
Chevrolet for 2019, only to lose it
when the teamʼs sponsorship col-
lapsed.

“Aw, man, this is what sports is
all about,” Chastain said, barely
able to contain his emotions. “We
had the world by the tail last fall,
and everything got taken away
from us. We didnʼt quit, though …
Iʼm going to celebrate this one a lot
more than I did the last one.

“I thought, after the last one (in
Las Vegas), they were going to
come a lot more easy. But itʼs not
easy … I hate to see Stewie lose
one like that. I know heʼs been try-
ing to win, but, yes—we got it!”

Friesen came to pit road for his

final stop under green on Lap 126
but left his stall after taking right-
side tires only on a planned four-
tire stop. Though Friesen had a
lead of more than five seconds
over Grant Enfinger when he got
back up to speed, the shortness of
the pit stop didnʼt allow the crew to
fill the fuel cell.

Friesenʼs chances looked better
when the third-place truck of Brett
Moffitt got loose under Enfingerʼs
Ford and cut Enfingerʼs right rear
tire, forcing both trucks to pit road
for unscheduled stops. And when
the No. 33 Chevrolet of Josh
Reaume stopped on the track on
Lap 146 to cause the sixth and final
caution, Bruce figured Friesen had
enough fuel to finish the race.

Within three laps of the check-
ered flag, however, Friesen ran out.

“Itʼs been a dream to race at this

level and thanks to all the car own-
ers that have given me a chance
after all these years,” Friesen said.
“I came with nothing but a helmet
bag. Just a little miscommunication
that we need to work on. 

“We just canʼt close it. I figured
Iʼd screw up a restart at the end,
rather than run out of fuel. They
said that we were to the good. I did-
nʼt know we were taking four (tires).
I thought for sure we were taking
two. Just a lot of silence on the
radio. Thatʼs it.”

Notes: With the victory, Chastain
extended his streak of top-10 fin-
ishes to start the season to seven,
all with Niece Motorsports …Toyota
drivers Todd Gilliland, Austin Hill
and Brandon Jones finished third,
fourth and fifth, respectively … Pole
winner Matt Crafton ran sixth, fol-
lowed by Enfinger and Moffitt.
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Ross Chastain Gets

Vindication with NASCAR
Gander Outdoors Truck

Series Win at Kansas

Ross Chastain climbed from his car in victory lane after winning the Ally 250 at Kansas Speedway after passing Stewart Friesen with
two laps to go when Friesen ran out of fuel. (Brain Lawdermilk/Getty Images photo)

Ross Chastain passes Stewart
Friesen after he runs out of gas
with just two laps to go. (NIGEL

KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)
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STAFFORD, CT -
Doug Coby was going
for his fourth NAPA
Spring Sizzler 200 vic-
tory Saturday. Craig
Lutz was chasing his
first career NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour
win.

In the end, it was
the veteran Coby who
made the winning
move – diving under
Lutz with just over 10
laps remaining – and

then fending off the fierce chal-
lenge in the closing laps to return to
Victory Lane in the iconic event
thatʼs earned the moniker, “The
Greatest Race in the History of
Spring.”

It was Cobyʼs 26th career win on
the tour and his 12th at Stafford.
His first career win came in the
2006 Spring Sizzler, Staffordʼs
iconic early-season event. He also
won the race in 2012 and 2016.

“This is the race everybody
wants to win,” said Coby. “That was
the hardest Iʼve ever drove a race
car, to hold off Craig. I just kept
drive harder and driving harder.”

Following Lutz, Ron Silk, Max
Zachem and Eric Goodale rounded
out the top five.

“This is what you dream about,”
Lutz said. “Heʼs obviously one of
the best here. To be able to run with
him for the last 10 laps was run.
This was probably the most disap-
pointing second-place Iʼve had, be-

cause I feld like all day we had a re-
ally good car.”

It was the third career runner-
up finish in 56 career starts for the
Miller Place, New York, driver — in-
cluding one in last yearʼs NAPA Fall
Final at Stafford.

Justin Bonsignore came home
sixth. Bonsignore was fastest in
practice back on April 26, the week-
end the event was originally slated.
Rain postponed three times, finally
pushing it from Friday night ot Sat-
urday afternoon. Bonsignore was
then fastest in final practice and
won the Mayhew Tools Dominator
Pole Award.

Patrick Emerling was seventh,
followed by rookie Sam Rameau,
Timmy Solomito and Blake Barney.

With Cobyʼs second win in four
races in 2019, the five-time tour
champion has opened a 17-point
lead on second-place Patrick
Emerling and 20 over Silk. Blewett
and defending tour champion Bon-
signore are fourth and fifth, respec-
tively.

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour will be back on track in seven
days with the Jersey Shore 150 at
Wall Stadium Speedway on Satur-
day, May 18.

Derek Kraus Sweeps
Tucson Twins in

Dominating Fashion
TUCSON, AZ - Tucson was

twice as nice for the Derek Kraus
Saturday night.

The Stratford, Wisconsin, native
swept the Port of Tucson Twin 100s
for his third and fourth K&N Pro Se-
ries victories of the season and first
wins on the West coast.

Coming off a win in the second
100-lap championship race last
week at Virginiaʼs South Boston
Speedway — giving him two
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
wins — Kraus and the No. 16 Toy-
ota established a goal to win both
NASCAR K&N Pro Series West
races and take command of the
championship standings coming
into Arizona.

They did exactly that.
“That was the goal coming into

this race,” said Kraus in Victory
Lane at Tucson Speedway. “Now
we got the points lead going into
the next K&N West race. That was
really good and weʼll look to stay
consistent the rest of the season.
We just had to stay patient and it
paid off at the end.”

In the first Tucson race, Kraus
took the lead from pole sitter Tan-
ner Gray going into Turn 1 and
never relinquished the top spot,
leading all 100 laps.

Gray, Hailie Deegan, Jagger
Jones and Brittney Zamora
rounded out the top five finishers in
Race No. 1. Matt Levin, Trevor
Huddleston, Todd Souza, Dustin
Ash and John Wood completed the
top 10.

Race No. 2 was a different story
for Kraus, who didnʼt grab the lead
until past the halfway point. But
once he did, it was smooth sailing
to another victory.

“This one we had to work a little
harder on,” he said following his

fourth win this season and ninth of
his career. “We didnʼt get the lead
until Lap 60 or so, but it was defi-
nitely a little more challenging than
the first race. We saved a little bit
of tires and them guys jumped out
and used a little bit too much of the
tires, they wore them out. And at
the end we took advantage of that
when we had good tires left.”

Gray came home second for the
second consecutive race, with
Zamora finishing a career-best
third after leading 26 laps from the
pole.

Trevor Huddleston and Matt
Levin completed the top five, with
Jagger Jones, Dustin Ash, Travis
Milburn, Takuma Koga and Bill
Kann rounding out the top 10.

Hailie Deegan, who entered the
night leading the points, finished
15th after contact with Huddleston
going into Turn 2 that spun her
around and forced her behind the
wall for repairs.

Kody Vanderwal finished 11th
and 12th, respectively in the twin
100s, after sweeping the twin races
last season at the 0.375-mile track.

Kraus, who leads the K&N Pro
East standings by four points, has
an 18-point cushion over Bruncati
Racing teammates Huddleston and
Jones. Deegan fell to fourth, an-
other five points back.

Port of Tucson Twin Race 1 is
scheduled to be broadcast on
NBCSN on Wednesday, May 22 at
4 p.m., with No. 2 scheduled to be
broadcast the same day at 7 p.m.

The next K&N Pro Series West
event will take place on Saturday,
June 8 at Colorado National
Speedway.

NAS
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g Coby Charges To Fourth
Spring Sizzler Victory

Doug Coby celebrates his win Saturday in the NAPA Spring Sizzler
200 at Stafford (Conn.) Motor Speedway. (Jim Dupont/NASCAR
photo)

Derek Kraus celebrated not once, but twice in Tucson Speedway Vic-
tory Lane, sweeping the Port of Tucson Twin 100s. (Meg
Oliphant/NASCAR photo)



EPPING, NH -
Reigning Pro All Stars
Series North Super
Late Model Champion
DJ Shaw of Center
Conway, New Hamp-
shire drove to his sec-
ond win of the season
Saturday night in a
wild Little Webb's Tire

& Fuel 150 at Star Speedway in
Epping, New Hampshire.

Longtime Star Speedway com-
petitor Joe Squeglia of Derry, New
Hampshire, who led a healthy
chunk of the 150-lap race, re-
bounded from a couple of mid-race
skirmishes to earn runner-up hon-
ors. Nick Sweet of Barre, Vermont
posted an impressive third-place
finish after lining up for the race in
20th position.

Six-time PASS North Super Late
Model champion Johnny Clark
made a late charge into fourth spot
after setting the race pace for sev-
eral laps before misfortune struck.
Reid Lanpher of Manchester,
Maine started dead last in the 23-
car field, got caught up in the wreck
that took out Pole and Griffith,
made what seemed like a dozen pit
stops and then drove back into the
top five as the checkered flag
waved. 

Race winner Shaw, who skipped
practice to attend a wedding in
Maine, got to the Speedway just

minutes before qualifying got un-
derway. Starting the 150-lap main
event from 11th position, he
avoided the early carnage that
sidelined early race leader Joey
Pole, Jr. and reigning PASS Na-
tional Super Late Model Champion
Derek Griffith, both from Hudson,
New Hampshire.

Shaw took the lead away from
Derek Ramstrom, but the battle

went on for several laps of side-by-
side action before Ramstrom spun
from the inside groove, and out of
contention for the victory. The
Worcester, Masachusetts racer
eventually crossed the finish line in
seventh position.

Turner, Maine's Ben Rowe led
the early stages of the race and de-
served a better fate than his even-
tual 14th-place finish, and the
nine-time PASS SLM champ was-
n't the only racer bounced around
in an uncharacteristically-rough
main event. Garrett Hall of Scar-
borough, Maine, second in the
championship standings entering

the race, also deserved better than
the sixth-place finish he was cred-
ited with after being harpooned by
a part-time competitor late in the
race.

Shaw and the Precision JLM
Racing team extended their lead
atop the PASS North Super Late
Model championship standings
with the victory. 

The next Pro All Stars Series
North Super Late Model race is
scheduled for Sunday afternoon,
May 19 at Speedway 51 in Grove-
ton, New Hampshire. Post time is
1:00 p.m. For more information
please call (207) 539-8865.

P.A
.S.
S.

DJ Shaw Triumphant in
PASS North SLM Action at

Star Speedway

DJ Shaw celebrates in victory lane after winning the Little Webbʼs Tire & Fuel 150 at Star Speedway.
(Norm Marx photo)



ROSSBURG, OH
- Donny Schatz said
he has nothing to
prove to anyone.

But after leading
every lap and winning
the caution free 30-lap
World of Outlaws NOS
Energy Drink Sprint
Car Series Feature at
Eldora Speedway Fri-
day night, he proved
heʼs still a dominating

threat.
“Iʼm not done,” a jubilated

Schatz said after winning his sec-
ond race of the season – 285th Se-
ries win overall.

Schatz, in his Tony Stewart Rac-
ing car, swept the May #Let-
sRaceTwo doubleheader at Eldora
Speedway last year, which at that
time was his seventh and eighth
wins of the year. However, Schatz
has a new crew chief this year –
after his former Crew Chief Ricky
Warner, who he spent most of his

career with, went to work for Ford.
The 10-time Series champion

doesnʼt point any fingers at the
crew chief change for the lack of
comparison to last yearʼs perform-
ance. Thereʼs a multitude of
changes to take into consideration.

“Weʼve got a pretty good play
book weʼve had over the years, but
things change,” Schatz said. “Tires
change. Cars change. The ways
guys race change, so youʼve got to
stay on the front side of it. Thatʼs
what weʼve been working on the
past couple of months. I feel like
weʼve figured out what we need to
do to get things right for us. Iʼm
happy about that and hopefully we
can keep that to ourselves and not
have to race against it.”

Friday nightʼs win wonʼt define
the rest of his season, though.

“You canʼt gauge anything off of
one race,” Schatz said. “Itʼs just the
way racing is. You make changes
and you have to battle through it. If
this was easy everybody would do

it. Look at the stats over the past 10
or 12 years. Youʼll see what the
stats say.”

The stats of night one of #Let-
sRaceTwo at Eldora Speedway
show Schatz dominated the Fea-
ture, leading every lap from the
pole, but Logan Schuchart and
rookie Carson Macedo didnʼt let
Schatz cruise to an easy win.

When the green flag flew,
Schatz launched to the lead, with
Macedo close behind. While
Schatz rode the inside line,
Macedo threw his car to the high
side. The rookie, in his Kyle Larson
Racing car, charged on the outside
like a starving predator in pursuit of
an innocent prey.

By the time the two reached turn
one for the second time, Macedo
had already hurled his car under-
neath Schatz and cleared him by
the apex. However, his momentum
drew him back to the wall, allowing
Schatz to ease underneath him
and reclaim the lead.

“I thought when I was throwing
stuff at him (Schatz) at the begin-
ning, and I was kind of able to
maintain after that, I thought maybe
if we get to traffic, maybe I could
make a move,” said Macedo, who

settled for third. “But Donny is just
exceptional. I didnʼt pull the trigger
when I probably should have. Just
my fault. Something I need to work
on as a driver. To win these World
of Outlaws races, you just canʼt do
that.”

After Macedoʼs attempt to steal
the championʼs lead, Schatz set
sail showing his expertise on the
track heʼs won at more than 10
times. No matter if he had to go
high or go low, Schatz could put his
car wherever he needed to navi-
gating lap traffic.

Slower cars would block his cho-
sen lane at times, killing his mo-
mentum. That allowed the hard
charging Schuchart to further close
on Schatz every lap. Schuchart,
who finished second to Schatz dur-
ing both nights of last yearʼs #Let-
sRaceTwo doubleheader, was
determined to finish one spot bet-
ter this year.

With about four laps to go,
Schuchart close to a car length be-
hind Schatz. The Shark Racing No.
1a was in sight for its third win of
the season. But like Schatz, a lap
car killed Schuchartʼs momentum
and ended his chance for a second  

(Continued Next Page)
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Donny Schatz Claims
Second Win of 2019 at

Eldora Speedway

Donny Schatz led every lap in the caution free feature at Eldora Speedway Friday night earning his second win of the season with the
World of Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car Series. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

win at the speedway.
“I was following a

car on the top and he
hit the wall and I had
to check up pretty
good there,” said
runner-up Schuchart.
“All and all I thought it
was a good race. I
think we actually fell to
sixth at the beginning
and had to work our
way back up there. I
think we had the car to
beat and the fastest
race car. I hope we
can come back tomor-

row and get another shot at it.”
While Schatz had command of

the race all night, there was still a
lot going through his head on what
he needed to do and look out for to
secure the victory.

“Over the course of the run, you
start to lose a little bit and lose a lit-
tle bit,” Schatz said.

“And you use your tires. This
place is always a question on fuel.
Youʼve got to be cautious on the
gas, too, for being able to make the
distance. We didnʼt have any yel-
lows, thank goodness. Thatʼs an-
other thing you have to take into
play. You think about those things
when youʼre leading.”

He added the hardest thing to do
is lead a race, and he hasnʼt done
a lot of that this year -- just 14 laps
before Friday night's race.

Heʼs still having fun, though.
“Iʼve won every race Iʼve wanted

to win,” said Schatz, who now
leads the Series standings by 14
points over Brad Sweet. “Every-
thing from here is gravy. Iʼm racing
the way I want. Iʼm racing with the
people I want, and weʼre having a
good time.

“The funny thing about the sport
is, if you can have a fun time when
youʼre not winning, when you are
winning itʼs going to be really good.
Thatʼs where weʼre at.”

He has nothing left to prove. But
that wonʼt stop him from continuing
to be a dominate threat.

Evening Showers
Force Second Night of

#LETSRACETWO at
Eldora to be
Postponed

ROSSBURG, OH - While drivers
dueled during the second Drydene
Heat Race of the night, heavy per-
sistent rain showers fell at Eldora
Speedway forcing World of Out-
laws NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car

Series and track officials to post-
pone Saturdayʼs event at the
speedway.

The event has been resched-
uled for Wednesday, July 17, mak-
ing it the kickoff to the 36th annual
Kings Royal Weekend. The July 17
event will be an entirely new show.

Fans and competitors may use
their tickets and wristbands as
rainchecks for the rescheduled
doubleheader on Wednesday, July
17 or redeem for admission to-
wards any other event at Eldora
Speedway by September 1.

If you have any further ques-
tions, call the track at 937-338-
3815 or visit the trackʼs website,
EldoraSpeedway.com.

The Greatest Show on Dirt will
continue its high-octane show
Wednesday, May 15 at Lincoln
Speedway in Abbottstown,Pa.

Jacksonville and
Tri-State Events Get

New Dates
CONCORD, NC - After rain

spoiled recent events at Jack-
sonville Speedway and Tri-State
Speedway, the two races have
found new dates this season on the
World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Series schedule.

• Jacksonville Speedway, in
Jacksonville, Ill., has been resched-
uled for Wednesday, Sept. 25. The
event will start as an entirely new
show.

• Tri-State Speedway, in Haub-
stadt, Ind., has been rescheduled
for Sunday, Oct. 13.

“Weʼre pleased we were able to

work with the track promoters to
find new dates for these events in
the busy World of Outlaws sched-
ule,” said Carlton Reimers, World
of Outlaws NOS Energy Drink
Sprint Car Series Director. “Weʼre
not alone this year in dealing with
Mother Nature, but we thank our
tracks, competitors and fans for
keeping a positive outlook.”

Fans who attended the canceled
Jacksonville Speedway race
should continue to hold on to their
wristband and tickets from the
event.

Also, Aaron Reutzelʼs Qualifying
time of 10.028 seconds set at Jack-

sonville Speedway before the
event was rained out will stand as
the track record.

For further information about the
Jacksonville Speedway event, call
the track at 217-207-3005 or go to
www.JacksonvilleSpeedway.com.
For further information on the Tri-
State Speedway event, call the
track at 812-768-5995 or visit
www.TriStateSpeedway.com.

For the latest on the World of
Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint
Car Series, make sure to follow on
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram,
and at the all-new www.Worldo-
fOutlaws.com.

FAYETTEVILLE,
NC - The unique First
in Flight 100 sched-
uled for Friday and
Saturday at Fayet-
teville Motor Speed-
way requires two full
nights of competition,
but storms on Satur-
day will make it im-
possible for the event

to be completed so Fayetteville and
World of Outlaws Morton Buildings
Late Model Series officials have
decided to postpone it. 

Officials are working to find a
new date for the event, but ad-
vance reserved ticket purchases

will be refunded online. For more
information, visit FayettevilleMotor-
Speedway.com.

Next up, the World of Outlaws
Morton Buildings Late Models head
north to Ohio to race on Friday,
May 17, at Muskingum County
Speedway for the first time since
2010, and Saturday, May 18, at
Wayne County Speedway, where
current points leader Brandon
Sheppard is the two-time defending
race winner.

For more information on the
World of Outlaws Morton Buildings
Late Model Series, visit the all-new
WorldofOutlaws.com, Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram.
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s First in Flight 100
Postponed at Fayetteville,

WoO Morton Buildings Late
Models Turn Focus to Ohio
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QUEEN CREEK,
AZ - Making it 53 win-
ners with the ASCS
Southwest Region,
Arizona's Eric Wilkins
parked the Bob Ream,
Jr. backed Coastal
Race Parts No. 8 in
Victory Lane Saturday
night at Arizona
Speedway.

Netting $2,000 for
the win, Wilkins ad-

vanced to the point on Lap 6 with
the pass on Jeff Lowery. Opening
his advantage over the remainder
of the race, Wilkins set a dominat-
ing pace with the margin of victory
at 4.780 seconds.

Coming from fifth, Colton Hardy
was the next driver in line with J.T.
Imperial making the night's podium.
Lorne Wofford from ninth crossed
third with Stevie Sussex making up
the top five. Jeff Lowery fell back to
sixth after leading the opening five
rounds with Colton Maroney, Bud
Rowe, Nick Parker, and Leland
Fuller completing the top ten.

The next outing for the ASCS
Southwest Region is Memorial Day
Weekend at Canyon Speedway
Park. May 25 and 26 open at 5:00
P.M. with racing at 7:30 P.M. (MT).
The weekend will also include the
San Tan Ford ASCS Desert Sprint
Cars, Stocks cars, Hobby Stocks,
ModLites, Micros, and Sport Com-
pacts. Canyon Speedway Park is a
three-eighths-mile clay oval located
at 9777 W Carefree Hwy. in Peoria,
Ariz.

Track information and directions
can be found online
at www.canyonspeedwaypark.com

as well as www.facebook.com/
CanyonSpeedwayPark or by call-
ing (602) 258-RACE.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the nine Regional Tours
that make up ASCS Nation in 2019,
log onto www.ascsracing.com, fol-
low on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Sean McClelland Is
The Man With ASCS

Sooner Region at
Creek County

SAPULPA, OK - Laying down a
dominating performance on Friday
night, Sean McClelland led non-
stop at Creek County Speedway
for his 18th career victory with the
American Bank of Oklahoma ASCS
Sooner Region presented by Smi-
ley's Racing Products.

Trailing through the first start,
the caution flew for the No. 2c of
Wayne Johnson to bring the field
side by side. Getting the better of
Tucker Doughty on the next at-
tempt, McClelland stuck to the
cushion at both ends of the Creek
County Speedway unless traffic
forced a change in a line.

Keeping a consistent straight-
away ahead of the runner-up spot,
that positions changed hands in the
closing laps as Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
rolled by the No. 2x of Tucker
Doughty, and made up a full sec-
ond on the D&E Supply No. 22, but
it was not enough as the checkered
flag fell with McClelland winning by
4.142 seconds.

Sam Hafertepe, Jr. in second

was trailed by Tucker Doughty to
make the night's podium.

Alex Sewell crossed fourth with
Steven Shebester making up five
spots to finish fifth. Grady Chandler
in sixth had Andrew Deal following
in seventh. Mike Goodman ad-
vanced six spots to finish eighth
with Seth Bergman coming out of
night's B-Feature to finish ninth. In-
volved in an earlier caution, Blake
Hahn rebounded from the tail to
complete the top ten.

The American Bank of Okla-
homa ASCS Sooner Region pre-
sented by Smiley's Racing
Products races next with the Lucas
Oil American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network on Thursday, June 6 for
the Sizzlin' Summer Speedweek
stop at Creek County Speedway.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make the ASCS Nation in 2019, log
onto www.ascsracing.com, follow
on Facebook, on Instagram, and
on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Rain Wins Claims
Saturday Affair at

I-30 Speedway
LITTLE ROCK, AR - With over

four inches of rain falling Wednes-
day on already saturated grounds,
and 100% chance of rain continu-
ing to haunt Saturday's forecast,
events on Saturday, May 11 at I-30
Speedway with the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car
Series presented by
the MAVTV Motor-
sports Network have
been canceled.
ASCS and I-30
Speedway officials

are currently looking for a possible
date to reschedule. Any updates
will be posted to http://www.asc-
sracing.com.

The next event for the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network is at I-96 Speedway in
Lake Odessa, Mich. with the Great
Lakes Super Sprints on Friday,
May 17 and Saturday, May 18.

Rain Moves ASCS
Warrior Region Event
at U.S. 36 Raceway To

May 17
OSBORN, MO - Mother Nature

is at it again, claiming her second
ASCS sanctioned event of the
weekend as U.S. 36 Raceway has
been forced to cancel this Friday's
events with the Racinboys.com
ASCS Warrior Region presented
by Impact Signs, Awnings, and
Warps.

The event has been resched-
uled to Friday, May 17 with gates
opening at 6:00 P.M. and Hot Laps
at 7:30 P.M. (CT). Divisions will in-
clude IMCA Stock Cars, Pure
Stocks, Sport Mods, and E-Mods.
The Sprint Series of Nebraska has
not rescheduled.

U.S. 36 Raceway is located at
9950 MO-33 in Osborn, Mo.

More information on U.S. 36
Raceway can be found by calling
(816) 752-3645 or online
at www.facebook.com/US36Race-
wayDirtTrack as well as
www.us36racewaydirttrack.com.
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s Eric Wilkins Grabs First

Career ASCS Southwest
Win at Arizona Speedway

Eric Wilkins with family and crew in victory lane after winning at
Arizona Speedway. (Gilson Photo)

Sean McClelland led every lap to win at Creek County Speedway, his
18th career win. (ASCS photo)



Charlotte
Motor Speedway

CONCORD, NC -
Thereʼs no place like
home. With the stars
ready to descend on
Charlotte Motor
Speedway for Satur-
dayʼs Monster Energy
NASCAR All-Star
Race, fans are ready
to witness NASCARʼs
brightest luminaries in-
cluding Kyle Busch,
Kevin Harvick, Chase
Elliott and Joey
Logano race wheel-to-
wheel for a $1 million
winnerʼs prize.

The rules package which de-
buted to considerable acclaim in
last yearʼs All-Star Race – and
which also set the stage for Satur-
day nightʼs barn-burner at Kansas
– returns to Americaʼs Home for
Racing with lots of anticipation for
another thrilling finish to follow. The
2018 All-Star Race saw 38 green-
flag passes for the lead, a number
higher than the previous four itera-
tions combined. 

This year's format features four
stages broken up into 30 laps, 20
laps, 20 laps and a 15-lap final seg-
ment – giving the field five more cir-
cuits to pass the leader.

“The Monster Energy NASCAR
All-Star Race has a legacy of inno-
vation and excitement,” said Char-
lotte Motor Speedway Executive
Vice President and General Man-
ager Greg Walter. “From pioneering
superspeedway night racing, dou-
ble-file restarts and stage racing, to
the unforgettable finishes weʼve
seen in past events, this raceʼs sta-
tus as a trailblazer is well-de-
served. Fans are going to see
drivers go for $1 million and crew
chiefs are sure to use the old ex-
pression ʻBring back the trophy or
the steering wheelʼ when we get
underway on Saturday night.”

Preparations for this weekendʼs
festivities – which kick off a spec-
tacular two weeks of excitement,
racing action and patriotism culmi-
nating in the May 26 Coca-Cola
600 – began as soon as last Sep-
temberʼs Bank of America
ROVAL™ 400 concluded.

Heading into Saturdayʼs Mon-
ster Energy Open – a race whose
past winners include Jeff Gordon,
Tony Stewart and Dale Earnhardt
Jr. – there are 15 drivers with
clinched berths for Saturday nightʼs
85-lap tussle for Charlotte su-
premacy. 

The drivers presently locked into
the Monster Energy NASCAR All-
Star Race include: Aric Almirola,

Ryan Blaney, Clint Bowyer, Kurt
Busch, Kyle Busch, Austin Dillon,
Chase Elliott, Denny Hamlin, Kevin
Harvick, Jimmie Johnson, Erik
Jones, Brad Keselowski, Joey
Logano, Ryan Newman and Martin
Truex Jr. Drivers like Kyle Larson,
Daniel Suarez, Bubba Wallace,
Alex Bowman and William Byron
must race their way in through the
Open or hope to win the Fan Vote.

Friday's action kicks off with
practice sessions at 11:35 a.m., 1
p.m. and 2:05 p.m. Qualifying for
the Monster Energy Open gets un-
derway at 6 p.m. and time trials for
the Monster Energy NASCAR All-
Star Race start at 7 p.m. Friday's
slate concludes with the Gander
Outdoors Truck Series' North Car-
olina Education Lottery 200 at 8:30
p.m. 

The green flag for the 50-lap
Monster Energy Open, which sees
three stage winners and a Fan Vote
winner advancing to the big show,
is scheduled for 6 p.m. Following a
rocking pre-race concert featuring
platinum-selling recording artists
AJR, the Monster Energy NASCAR
All-Star Race will roar to life under
the lights at approximately 8 p.m.

Fans should stay tuned to the
speedwayʼs social channels for
more event-related announce-
ments on Monday.

TICKETS: Coca-Cola 600 and
Monster Energy NASCAR All-Star
Race tickets, camping and up-
grades are available by visiting
charlottemotorspeedway.com/tick-
ets or calling 1-800-455-FANS
(3267). Kids 13 and under get into
each race weekend for just $10
with adult ticket purchase.

KEEP TRACK: Fans can con-
nect with Charlotte Motor Speed-
way by following on Twitter and
Instagram or becoming a Facebook
fan. Keep up with all the latest
news and information with the
Charlotte Motor Speedway mobile
app.

Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON, SC - Another

great tradition returns to Darlington
Raceway, for the first time since
2015, as the track will partner with
the South Carolina Blood Services
Region of the American Red Cross
to host a Blood Drive event on
Tuesday, May 21 from 2 p.m. – 7
p.m.

From 2005-2015, the track
hosted an annual blood drive event
which experienced tremendous
success by collecting thousands of
units of blood. Each donated unit
can potentially save the lives of up
to three recipients.

“This is a community event we

hosted for 10 years and we are
pleased to bring it back in 2019,”
Darlington Raceway
President Kerry Tharp said. “Itʼs an
important initiative for our track and
the American Red Cross is a
tremendous community partner.
We hope donors will come out and
donate blood to support this event.
Blood donations help patients who
undergo surgeries, have chronic ill-
ness, traumatic injuries or cancer
treatment. By rolling up a sleeve,
you can help a loved one or neigh-
bor in the South Carolina commu-
nity and beyond.”  

For each donation, fans will re-
ceive the following:

• Behind-the-scenes look at the
Lady in Black, including access to
the Walk of Champions

• Opportunity to take a pace car
ride around the Darlington oval

• Free admission to the trackʼs
museum, which can be redeemed
up to a week after the blood drive.
The museum is open Monday-Fri-
day from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

• $5 Amazon Gift Card (*Gift
cards will be delivered via email
within 14-30 days post-donation.
Donor must have a valid email ad-
dress on file with the Red Cross)

The blood drive, which will take
place from 2:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. on
May 21, is now accepting appoint-
ments. To reserve your donation
time, go to www.redcrossblood.org,
click on the Make an Appointment
link and enter the sponsor code:
DARLINGTONRACEWAY or call 1-
800-REDCROSS. Appointments
are encouraged in advance.

Since 2005, Darlington Race-
wayʼs blood drives collected over
2,000 units of blood for the South
Carolina Blood Services Region of
the American Red Cross, poten-
tially saving the lives of over 6,000
people in our local community.

The American Red Cross South
Carolina Blood Services Region
provides lifesaving blood to ap-
proximately 40 hospitals. More
than 350 blood and platelet dona-
tions are needed every day to sup-
port patient needs. Accident victims
as well as patients with cancer,
sickle cell disease, blood disorders
and other illnesses receive lifesav-
ing transfusions
every day. There is
no substitute for
blood and volunteer
donors are the only
source.

Blood can be
safely donated every
56 days. Platelets
can be given safely
every two weeks, up
to 24 times a year.

Most healthy people age 17 and
older, 16 with parental consent,
who weigh at least 110 pounds, are
eligible to donate blood and
platelets. Donors who are 18 and
younger must also meet specific
height and weight requirements.

Darlington Racewayʼs award-
winning throwback campaign is
The Official Throwback Weekend
of NASCAR featuring the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series Bo-
janglesʼ Southern 500® on Sunday,
Sept. 1, 2019 at 6 p.m. on NBCSN.
The NASCAR XFINITY Series
Sport Clips Haircuts VFW 200 will
race on Saturday, Aug. 31, 2019 at
4 p.m. on NBC. Tickets are on sale
now by calling 866-459-7223 or vis-
iting DarlingtonRaceway.com.

You can keep up with all of the
latest news from Darlington Race-
way at DarlingtonRaceway.com, on
Facebook at Facebook.com/Dar-
lingtonRaceway and on Twitter at
Twitter.com/TooToughToTame.
Fans are encouraged to post their
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500 stories
and memories at, #Bojang-
lesSo500 and #SportClips200.

Bristol Dragway
BRISTOL, TN - The Thunder

Valley Amphitheatre presented by
Ballad Health will welcome iconic
country band ALABAMA with spe-
cial guest John Michael Mont-
gomery on Saturday night, July 27,
to christen the Tri-Citiesʼ new pre-
mier outdoor concert venue.

Tickets range from $29-$89 with
a VIP suite experience available at
$125. Tickets will go on sale to the
general public starting on Wednes-
day, May 8 at 10 a.m. (ET). Tickets
and parking passes ($10 or $20)
can be purchased at Ticketmaster
or by calling the Bristol Motor
Speedway & Dragway ticket office
at 866-415-4158.

A country music powerhouse,
ALABAMA is comprised of lead
guitar/fiddle player/vocalist Jeff
Cook, bass guitarist/vocalist Teddy
Gentry and lead singer/rhythm gui-
tarist Randy Owen. The band en-
joyed massive crossover appeal
during a five decade run with their
mix of country, rock, pop and 
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gospel sounds, and is
widely recognized as
the most successful
country music band of
all time.

The two-time
GRAMMY® Award-
winning group, which
was inducted into the
Country Music Hall of
Fame in 2005, boasts
43 No. 1 singles, in-
cluding an amazing 21
No. 1s in a row, 21
Gold, Platinum and
Multi-Platinum al-
bums, and a host of

awards from the Academy of Coun-
try Music, Billboard Magazine and
Country Music Association. 

“We are thrilled to have such a
legendary band like ALABAMA to
headline our first concert at the
new Thunder Valley Amphitheatre
presented by Ballad Health,” said
Jerry Caldwell, executive vice pres-
ident and general manager, Bristol
Motor Speedway/Dragway. “AL-
ABAMAʼs music and style appeals
to so many and they put on terrific
shows every time they perform. We
are blessed to be able to bring one
of the greatest groups in country
music history to the ʻBirthplace of
Country Music,ʼ and give our
guests a night of entertainment that
they will remember forever.”

When ALABAMA takes the
stage at the Thunder Valley Am-
phitheatre as part of its “50th An-
niversary Tour,” fans are likely to
enjoy a set list full of No. 1 hits, in-
cluding “Feels So Right,” “Mountain
Music,” “Dixieland Delight,” “Born
Country,” “Tennessee River,” “High
Cotton,” “40-Hour Week,” and
“Song of the South.”

"We never thought playing for
tips at The Bowery in Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina, that 50 years later
we would still be playing arenas,
stadiums and festivals," says ALA-
BAMA frontman Randy Owen.
"Teddy, Jeff and I are humbled at
the amount of fans that are coming
out to see us. We are finding out
that we are playing to three gener-
ations of fans who have followed us
and our music from day one. The
fans are the ones responsible for
our continued success on the road
and we love them." 

The concert begins at 7:30 p.m.
when John Michael Montgomery
takes the stage. With seven No. 1
hits to his credit, Montgomery is
best known for classics such as
“Be My Baby Tonight,” “I Swear,”
“Letters from Home,” “Sold (The
Grundy County Auction incident)”

and “I Can Love You Like That.”
The concertʼs official promo-

tional partners include WXBQ 96.9
FM 24 Carrot Country and WCYB
TV 5. Parking lots open at 4:30
p.m. and spectator gates will open
at 6 p.m. For more information
please visit www.ThunderValley-
Music.com.   

A portion of the proceeds from
the ALABAMA concert at Thunder
Valley Amphitheatre presented by
Ballad Health will be donated to
Niswonger Childrenʼs Hospital.

The Thunder Valley Amphithe-
atre presented by Ballad Health is
situated inside historic Bristol Drag-
way, and will provide an accommo-
dating venue for many of the
worldʼs greatest bands and musi-
cians, while offering a distinctive
picturesque panorama setting be-
tween two mountains for all to
enjoy.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Raceway introduces “The Fox-
hole,” an in-race sports bar and
lounge. It will include a variety of
beverages, food, in-race broadcast
on multiple televisions, music, ar-
cade and lawn games, shade and
lounge seating. “The Foxhole” will
be located behind the Grandstand
in Chalet Village and will be open
from 1:30 p.m. ET until Lap 120 of
the Pocono 400 on Sunday, June
2, 2019.  

“Pocono Raceway launched the
Halftime Party in 2014 and we felt
2019 was the right time for a re-
brand and to bring it back for the
fans,” said Pocono Raceway Pres-
ident, Ben May. “ʻThe Foxholeʼ will
be a great spot for those looking to
mix up their race day experience.
We donʼt want anyone to miss a
minute of the race, so weʼre com-
bining the sports bar feel with our
unique outdoor experience. It is
something only Pocono Raceway
can offer.”

Fans have three options to gain
access to “The Foxhole” at Pocono
Raceway for the Pocono 400 on
Sunday, June 2. Each ticket option
includes two adult beverages, for
those ages 21 and up. The first is a
$69 ticket package which includes
a Sunday 100-level Sunday Grand-
stand ticket and access to “The
Foxhole.” The second option is a
$114 ticket package that includes a
Sunday 200-Level Grandstand
ticket and access to “The Foxhole.”
The third option is a $19 ticket-add
on, for fans who already have their
Pocono 400 ticket and would like to
visit “The Foxhole” during the race.

For tickets and additional infor-
mation, visit www.poconorace-

way.com/foxhole or call 1-800-722-
3929.  

The 2019 schedule at Pocono
Raceway includes two Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series races, a
NTT IndyCar Series race and The
Great Pocono Raceway Air Show.
One NASCAR Xfinity Series, one
NASCAR Gander Outdoors Truck
Series and two ARCA Menards Se-
ries races are also on the calendar
for this summer at ʻThe Tricky Tri-
angle.ʼ 

Note: Certain additional terms,
conditions, fees and age restric-
tions may apply. Sunday Grand-
stand Ticket and “The Foxhole”
pass required to attend. Dates
times of are subject to change with-
out notice.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Charlotte

Motor Speedway is ready to show
off its Swagʼr at the Monster Energy
NASCAR All-Star Race on May 18.
Speedway officials announced on
Thursday a new, high-tech racing
fan experience through a multi-year
partnership with Swagʼr – a leading
augmented reality and gamification
app – designed to allow fans en-
hanced race-day enjoyment
through a unique, fun, tech-forward
experience.

The speedwayʼs first foray into
Swagʼr will kick off at the Monster
Energy NASCAR All-Star Race and
will continue through the 60th run-
ning of the Coca-Cola 600 on May
26.

Swagʼr, with a proven track
record at large-scale live events in-
cluding iHeartRadioʼs Jingle Ball, is
highly regarded in its efforts to mo-
bilize a younger audience. The
first-of-its-kind partnership will en-
able Americaʼs Home for Racing to
engage with ticketholders in an un-
precedented manner leading up to
one of the speedwayʼs most spec-
tacular months in its storied 60-
year history.

Fans can use the Swagʼr app on
their smartphones to hunt for free
pit pass upgrades, incredible on-
site giveaways and engage digitally
on a never-before-seen level.

TICKETS: Coca-Cola 600 tick-
ets for adults start at just $49 while
kids 13 and under get in for $10.
Tickets, camping and upgrades for
every event are available at the
gates, by visiting charlottemotor-
speedway.com/tickets or calling 1-
800-455-FANS (3267).

KEEP TRACK: Fans can con-
nect with Charlotte Motor Speed-
way by following
on Twitter and Instagram or be-
coming a Facebook fan. Keep up
with all the latest news and infor-

mation with the Charlotte Motor
Speedway mobile app.

Swagʼr is the leading augmented
reality gamification app for large-
scale live events, with a focus on
engaging millennials and Gen Z.
Swagʼr uses A/R, gamification, and
targeted geolocation technology to
drive fan engagement with na-
tional, regional, and local brands. It
does this by delivering content in
gamified ways using live event
maps and the smartphoneʼs cam-
era to put fans right in the middle of
the action. Swagʼr consistently out-
performs legacy advertising chan-
nels while adding a new layer of fun
and value to fans.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Since the

checkered flag fell on the GEICO
500 a little over a week ago, Phase
II of Transformation – The Tal-
ladega Superspeedway Infield
Project presented by Graybar has
kicked into overdrive to make way
for the one-of-a-kind Talladega
Garage Experience.

Various buildings in part of the
historic trackʼs infield have been
disassembled including both Pad-
dock Club seating areas and the
current NASCAR Xfinity
Series/Gander Outdoors Truck Se-
ries Garage, while Gatorade Vic-
tory Lane has been completely
demolished. In addition, the Gen-
eral Tire mounting building has
been taken down as well as one
concession stand. The Sunoco gas
pump station is currently being
carefully removed.

The existing media center and
Goodyear building structures will
remain but have been gutted to
begin an inside renovation. Fram-
ing for the new Drivers Meeting
room will soon begin in the old
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries Garage (which will also be-
come the new Xfinity/Gander
Outdoors Truck Series Garage).

The Talladega Garage Experi-
ence, which will replace the current
garage/pit area that stretches from
the center of the Tri-Oval all the
way down near the start-finish line,
is set to open during the trackʼs fall
doubleheader NASCAR Playoff
weekend featuring the
1000Bulbs.com 500 for the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
and Sugarlands Shine 250 for the
Gander Outdoors Truck Series. It
will allow fans to be immersed into
the sport of NASCAR like never be-
fore (including access under the
same roof where the race cars are
being prepped by the race teams)
and will feature “up-close” access, 
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interactive attractions
and enhanced ameni-
ties for fans, sponsors,
teams and stakehold-
ers in the iconic Tal-
ladega infield.

The approximately
$50 million Transfor-
mation Infield Project
presented by Graybar
is part of International
Speedway Corpora-
tionʼs (Talladegaʼs par-
ent company)
long-term capital allo-
cation plan and rein-
vestment into its major

motorsports complexes. DLR
Group is the architect of the entire
project while Hoar Construction
from Birmingham will spearhead
Phase II. GT Grandstands (Plant
City, FL) will construct the new Pit
Road Club and the Race Opera-
tions.

Fans can learn more about the
project and view the progress 24/7
via the construction cam by visiting
www.talladegasuperspeedway.com
/transformation. For ticket informa-
tion on the trackʼs NASCAR dou-
bleheader playoff weekend, and all
things on Transformation and the
Talladega Garage Experience, log
onto www.talladegasuperspeed-
way.com or call 855-518-7223
(RACE).

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - More than 900

North Bay students from 45 class-
rooms and clubs will take part in
the 6th annual STEM Race Car
Challenge, presented by Fried-
manʼs Home Improvement. 

This curriculum-based program,
a partnership with Sonoma Race-
way, Kid Scoop News and Fried-
manʼs Home Improvement,
focuses on educating students
about the importance of science,
technology, engineering and math-
ematics (STEM) and culminates at
the Toyota/Save Mart 350 Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series event
in June.

Groups of student engineers
have been tasked with developing
a gravity-powered race car utilizing
recycled materials. Kid Scoop
News works closely with teachers
to develop a STEM-based curricu-
lum that challenges students to
think critically and work collabora-
tively to build the quickest car. Ac-
tivities in the STEM Race Car
Challenge, presented by Fried-
manʼs Home Improvement, are de-
signed to introduce and reinforce
both national common core stan-

dards and 21st century job skills. 
Students will put their purpose-

built race cars to the test in a series
of qualifying rounds at each school
or Boys & Girls Club, which will nar-
row down to a group of finalists
who will compete in the final round
on Saturday, June 22, of the Toy-
ota/Save Mart 350 weekend. Win-
ners will be named for Most
Creative Car, overall winning team
and winning teacher. New for 2019,
all student racers and their families
will take part in a behind-the-
scenes tour of the NASCAR
garage to experience STEM and
racing in action. 

In addition, the winning student
engineers of the STEM Race Car
Challenge will serve as VIPs during
the Carneros 200 NASCAR West
Series race on Saturday, receive a
trophy and the ultimate Sonoma
Raceway prize pack. Last yearʼs
winning team was “Speed Girls”;
Alia, Birdie, Ella and Madison from
Windsor Creek Elementary. 

For the past five years, Sonoma
Raceway has partnered with
Sonoma-based Kid Scoop News, a
childrenʼs literacy non-profit that
publishes and distributes a free
monthly reader to 500 classrooms
and 18,000 kids in the North and
East Bay, on the race car chal-
lenge. Kid Scoop News has been
key to the program, as the organi-
zation is a leader in providing high-
interest content that motivates kids
to read and explore topics, includ-
ing STEM. Through their effort, the
program has reached more than
4,800 students since its inception in
2014. 

North Bay schools and clubs
participating in this yearʼs STEM
Race Car Challenge include: Boys
& Girls Clubs of Central Sonoma
County: Camp Cloverdale; Camp
Guerneville; Camp Healdsburg;
Camp Lucchesi Park; Camp Rohn-

ert Park; Camp Sheppard Elemen-
tary; Camp Matanzas Elementary;
Camp Brooks Road; and Camp
Taylor Mountain Elementary; as
well as Corona Creek Elementary
(Petaluma), Coyle Avenue Elemen-
tary (Carmichael), Helen Lehman
Elementary (Santa Rosa), Hidden
Valley School (Santa Rosa), John
Reed Elementary (Rohnert Park),
La Tercera Elementary School
(Petaluma), Loma Verde Elemen-
tary (Petaluma), Lynwood Elemen-
tary (Novato), Meadow School
(Petaluma), Napa Junction Ele-
mentary (American Canyon), Uni-
versity Elementary (Rohnert Park),
West Side Union Elementary
School (Healdsburg), Windsor
Creek Elementary (Windsor)

“Kids learn more and retain
more of that learning when STEM
subjects are tied to the real world,”
said Vicki Whiting, curriculum de-
veloper and publisher of Kid Scoop
News.   “The partnership with
Sonoma Raceway provides kids
with a real-word, hands-on and
super effective way to teach
STEM!"  

NASCAR fans and guests are
invited to watch the finals of the
STEM Race Car Challenge, pre-
sented by Friedmanʼs Home Im-
provement at 10:40 a.m. on
Saturday, June 22, in Sonoma
Racewayʼs Sunoco Victory Lane lo-
cated just south of the main grand-
stand. For tickets or more
information on NASCARʼs annual
visit to Sonoma, visit www.Sono-
maRaceway.com/NASCAR or call
800-870-RACE.

Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON, SC - Highlight-

ing its award-winning Throwback
Weekend, celebrating the 1990-94
era of the sport, Darlington Race-
way and the Myrtle Beach Cham-
ber of Commerce have announced

that multi-platinum rock/alternative
group Better Than Ezra will head-
line the Visit Myrtle Beach Pre-
Race Concert for its Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series Bo-
janglesʼ Southern 500 race on Sep-
tember 1.

“Itʼs exciting that we will be per-
forming the pre-race concert at a
historic NASCAR track like Darling-
ton Raceway,” Better Than Ezra
frontman Kevin Griffin said. “It will
be a fun show we know race fans
will enjoy. The 90ʼs were a special
time for Better Than Ezra so itʼs a
great fit for us to play during the
trackʼs celebration of the early 90ʼs
for their throwback weekend.”

Stage-front tickets to see Better
Than Ezra perform the Visit Myrtle
Beach Pre-Race Concert are on
sale now by visiting Darlington-
Raceway.com or calling 866-459-
7223. A grandstand ticket must be
purchased with pre-race concert
access.

“Better Than Ezra continues to
put on great performances for their
fans and our Visit Myrtle Beach
Pre-Race Concert will be no differ-
ent,” said Darlington Raceway
President Kerry Tharp. “They had
many of their most notable hits in
the 90ʼs and are a perfect fit to get
the fans excited for what will be an
amazing Bojanglesʼ Southern 500
event.”

After being founded while stu-
dents at Louisiana State University
(LSU) in 1988, frontman Kevin Grif-
fin and bassist Tom Drummond
comprised the core of the band at
its onset as they hit the road and
won over one fan at a time begin-
ning in 1989. 

This fan base would go on to be
known as “Ezralites” by the time the
first pressing of Deluxe landed in-
dependently in 1993. As the audi-
ence dramatically grew, Elektra
signed the boys in 1995 and offi-
cially released Deluxe. A fixture on
radio and MTV, “Good” captured #1
on the Hot Modern Rock Tracks
Chart and went multi-platinum.
1996ʼs Friction, Baby yielded defin-
itive anthems such as “Desperately
Wanting” and “King Of New Or-
leans.” A string of fan favorite al-
bums followed, including How
Does Your Garden Grow? [1998]
and Closer [2001].

2005ʼs Before The Robots rep-
resented another creative high. Its
lead single “A Lifetime” peaked in
the Top 15 of the Billboard Adult
Top 40 chart as “Juicy” went on to
famously soundtrack a Desperate
Housewives campaign. Paper Em-
pire followed in 2009 and then the
band released their latest album in 
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2014, All Together
Now. Produced by
Tony Hoffer [M83,
Beck,] it spawned the
hit “Crazy Lucky,”
which notched 10 mil-
lion-plus streams.

At the same time,
their touring presence
burgeoned year after
year as Better Than
Ezra continue to sell
out amphitheaters and
arenas worldwide. A
force of nature on
stage, the group con-

sistently deliver on tour as count-
less fans sing along to every word
nightly. Their gigs further uphold a
growing legend.

Outside of Better Than Ezra,
Griffin established himself as a
sought-after hitmaking songwriter,
having songs recorded by the likes
of Taylor Swift and Train. He also
penned #1 hits for Howie Day and
Sugarland in addition to writing with
The Struts and Moon Taxi. In 2015,
Griffin co-founded the Pilgrimage
Music & Cultural Festival, which
counts Justin Timberlake among
others as partners.

Along the way, they launched
the Better Than Ezra Foundation
(www.BTEFoundation.org) in order
to support their hometown. Chaired
by Drummond, its charity endeav-
ors span coastal restoration proj-
ects, after school programs for
underprivileged kids, and more.
Since 2008, it has raised over $1.7
million for causes throughout
greater New Orleans.

Celebrating 25 years of Deluxe
in 2018, the guys reissued the
record on double vinyl.

The Myrtle Beach Chamber of
Commerce will be sponsoring Dar-
lingtonʼs pre-race concert for the
second consecutive year after part-
nering with the track for country
star Clay Walkerʼs show in 2018.

Darlington Raceway has had a
long-standing relationship with Visit
Myrtle Beach, as many race fans
visit the track each year for its
Labor Day weekend NASCAR
events, followed by a vacation to
Myrtle Beach. With Darlington only
located 75 miles from Myrtle
Beach, its proximity makes it a
prime destination for family and
friends.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - Texas

Motor Speedway has upgraded its
need for speed by forming a part-
nership with short-term lender
Speedy Cash to become the enti-

tlement sponsor of the Speedy-
Cash.com 400 NASCAR Gander
Outdoors Truck Series race on
June 7.

The official announcement was
made Thursday at the Speedy
Cash location on North Main Street
between 28th and 29th Streets in
downtown Fort Worth.

The SpeedyCash.com 400 will
run in conjunction with the June 8
DXC Technology 600, the annual
stop for the IndyCar Series at the
high-speed 1.5-mile facility.

As a kickoff to the partnership,
one lucky race fan on June 7 could
leave the track $400,000 richer
than when they arrived. Each of the
12 Dallas/Fort Worth-area Speedy
Cash locations will hold an enter-
to-win drawing for race tickets as
well as a chance to play for the
$400,000 Grand Prize. 

"We are thrilled that our Speedy
Cash brand and team has joined
with Texas Motor Speedway and
the NASCAR Gander Outdoors
Truck Series, to sponsor the
SpeedyCash.com 400 in Dallas,"
said Bill Baker, Executive Vice
President and Chief Operating Offi-
cer of CURO. "As the official spon-
sor of the SpeedyCash.com 400,
we are excited to interact with our
customers and Speedy Cash team-
mates in this exciting and fun
event. This is yet another way
Speedy Cash can engage with our
community, live our vision, and
what better way to highlight the
speed at which we provide solu-
tions than to partner with Texas
Motor Speedway and NASCAR."

One lucky Contestant will enter
the Cash Box and grab as many
vouchers as possible in 30 sec-
onds. Vouchers will represent cash
amounts plus an entry to play the
$400,000 Grand Prize game. The
contestant will get to redeem the
cash they win from the Cash Box
by visiting their closest Speedy
Cash store

The $400,000 Grand Prize
game board display will consist of
a race track with 25 trucks and
each truck will have an envelope
that will hold a number value. The
contestant will select three en-
velopes and, if added to exactly
400, they will win the $400,000
Grand Prize. 

Speedy Cash will also have a
prize wheel and Cash Box at its
display area in the Texas Motor
Speedway Fan Zone by Gate 4 on
June 7-8. Lucky contestants whose
spins land on the Cash Box portion
of the wheel will get a turn in the
Cash Box. Entries are limited to
contestants 18 or older with valid
identification. Cash winners will be

directed to the closest Speedy
Cash store to redeem their prizes. 

"Texas Motor Speedway is
proud to partner with Speedy Cash
to bring the SpeedyCash.com 400
NASCAR Gander Outdoors Truck
Series race to our loyal fan base,"
said Jason Wonderly, Vice Presi-
dent of Sales for Texas Motor
Speedway. "We're equally proud of
Speedy Cash for kicking off this re-
lationship with a phenomenal op-
portunity for race fans to participate
in an incredible promotion with the
opportunity for one lucky fan to
leave the track $400,000 happier."

Tickets for the June 8 DXC
Technology 600 IndyCar Series
race and June 7 SpeedyCash.com
400 NASCAR Gander Outdoors
Truck Series race are available by
calling the Texas Motor Speedway
Ticket Office at 817.215.8500.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - The second

annual “Trucking Job Fair at
Pocono Raceway Driven by Penn-
sylvania Turnpike” will be held on
Saturday, June 1, 2019. All appli-
cants attending the job fair will re-
ceive a $10 lunch voucher and two
complimentary Saturday General
Admission Grandstand tickets,
courtesy of the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike. Those attending will get to
see the Pocono Green 250 Recy-
cled by J.P. Mascaro & Sons
NASCAR Xfinity Series race and
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries practices.

“We are pleased to partner
again with the Pocono Raceway to
host a regional job fair which as-
sists in matching truckers with or-
ganizations looking for CDL
drivers,” said Pennsylvania Turn-
pike Commission CEO, Mark
Compton. “Almost 30 million trucks,
and other commercial vehicles,
travel the PA Turnpike each year.
Trained, professional drivers en-
hance the safety of our roadway as
they keep commerce moving
across the state.”       

The trucking job fair will take
place inside Pocono Racewayʼs
Chalet Village, located behind the
Grandstand and near the main
gates, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. ET.
Those attending will be required to
show their Commercial Driverʼs Li-
cense (CDL) before entering the
gates and can bring one additional

guest. Their guest is not required to
have a CDL. Those seeking train-
ing will have the opportunity to
meet representatives from
Northampton Community College
& Lehigh Career & Technical Insti-
tute driver training programs. Ad-
mission to the job fair and parking
is free. 

“The trucking industry is vital to
the commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia as nearly 90 percent of com-
munities in our state depend
exclusively on trucks to move their
goods,” said Pennsylvania Motor
Truck Association Director of Com-
munications, Brandon Moree.
“Trucks are responsible for moving
more than half a million tons of
manufactured goods in the state
every day and thatʼs only possible
when our industry is fully staffed
with safe, qualified drivers.” 

Individuals driving a tractor
trailer to this event, and during all
NASCAR or INDYCAR weekend
events, will be directed to the Dry-
dene Tractor Trailer Parking Lot.
Over 20 trucking companies seek-
ing CDL drivers will attending, in-
cluding: J.P. Mascaro & Sons,
Calex, Carbon Express Inc., Cham-
pion Tire & Wheel, Inc., Cowan
Systems LLC, Foley Incorporated,
FTS & JPD, Gordon Food Serv-
ices, H&K Group, Hunter Truck,
JRCM Transportation, Lehigh Ca-
reer & Technical Institute, McLane
Distribution, Nagle Lines,
Northampton Community College
Driver Training, Penn Tank Lines,
Penske Logistics, PGT Trucking,
Road Scholar, US Xpress Inc.,
Venezia Transport and YCR
Freight. 

Additional details, including in-
quires for trucking companies look-
ing to attend, can visit
www.poconoraceway.com/trucking. 

In 2019, Pocono Raceway will
host two Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series races, a NTT IndyCar
Series race and The Great Pocono
Raceway Air Show. One NASCAR
Xfinity Series, one NASCAR Gan-
der Outdoors Truck Series and two
ARCA Menards Series races are
also on the ʻThe Tricky Triangleʼsʼ
calendar this summer. For tickets,
visit www.poconoraceway.com or
call 1-800-RACEWAY.

Note: Times, dates, events and
driver lineup are subject to change
without notice.

On
Tr
ac
k

Visit
www.fastrackracingjournal.com
to read the current issue of FasTrack Racing
Journal Online as well as past issues of the

magazine!



Selinsgrove
Speedway

SELINSGROVE,
PA - Jason Shultz of
Carlisle won the 25-
lap 360 sprint car fea-
ture from the 16th
starting spot at Selins-
grove Speedway Sat-
urday night. The
victory was Shultzʼs
second of the season
and 20th career at the
Snyder County half-
mile oval.

Brett Schadel of
Herndon was victori-
ous in the 25-lap late
model race.  It was

Schadelʼs third career win in a
super late model at the speedway.
Both Shultz and Schadel received
the top prize of $2000 for their vic-
tories. 

Brandon Moser of Middleburg
won the 15-lap pro stock race,
while Jake Jones of Hunlock Creek
took the 12-lap roadrunner night-
cap.

The Selinsgrove Speedway will
be back in action at 7 p.m. next
Saturday May 18, when the super
late models will race 52 laps in the
Ron Keister Memorial paying
$11,000 to win out of the huge
$40,000 purse. The 360 sprint cars
and pro stocks will also be in ac-
tion. All track gates will open at 4
p.m. 

For the second week in a row a
shower started as the sprint cars
were pushed to the speedway. The
cars returned to the pits as it show-
ered harder.  Like they did last
week the track crew went right to
work and saved the track.

Mark Smith split the front row
starters to rocket to the front of the
sprint car feature followed by Cody
Keller, Kyle Reinhardt, Derek
Locke and Michael Walter.  Curt
Stoup brought out the caution on
lap eight when he slowed on the
speedway.

Reinhardt got a great restart and
took second from Keller but the
field was again slowed on lap 11
when Ryan Kissinger and Locke
stopped on the track.

The restart saw Jason Shultz get
by Keller and immediately pressure
Reinhardt.  Shultz moved into sec-
ond one lap later and started to
track down Smith.  “We really got a
good start on the second one.”
Shultz stated.  “We could go high or
low.”

Smith looked unbeatable but in
the final laps a puff of smoke ended
Smithʼs evening as he stopped on
the back stretch handing the lead
to Shultz.  Shultz led the final circuit

winning by .495 seconds over
Reinhardt, Keller Chad Layton and
Walter.

“When I saw the smoke coming
out of Markʼs car I knew it was not
good.  I just wanted to be in a dif-
ferent lane in case something hap-
pened.”  Shultz said.  “Itʼs too bad
for Mark but weʼll take it.”

Sprint car heats were won by
Chad Layton and Cody Keller.

Donnie Schick led Brett Schadel
into the first turn at the start of the
late model feature.  The pair were
followed by Jim Yoder, Bryan Bern-
heisel, Jeff Rine and Colby Frye.  

Schadel passed Schick on lap
four for the lead and Bernheisel fol-
lowed into the runner up spot.

“Randy (Keister) guessed right
and put on a soft tire.” Schadel
said.  “We knew Colby (Frye) and
(Jeff) Rine would go a little harder.
We wanted to get the lead early
and try to hold them off.”

A lap nine restart gave Rine a
shot at Bernheisel which he used to
grab second.  Frye soon followed
into third.  Frye and Rine enter-
tained the fans with some high
speed cat and mouse as Schadel
continued to lead.  

Frye and Rine raced lap 20 side
by side before Frye grabbed sec-
ond.  A lap later Rine was back un-
derneath but Frye used a lapped
car as a pick to maintain second.

The battle for second played into
Schadelʼs hands as he rolled to .84
second win.

“By lap nine our right rear tire
was shot.” Schadel continued. “I
used the cushion to turn the car.
The track was great tonight.”

Following Schadel and Rine
were Ross Robinson, Bernheisel
and Randy Christine.

Late model heats went to Hayes
Mattern, Yoder and Bernheisel. 

Lori Croop took the pro stock
feature lead from the pole position
and was followed by Shaun Law-
ton, John Troxell, Tommy Dawson
and Brandon Moser.  By the third
lap, Lawton had taken the lead with
Moser on his tail.

Making his first start of the sea-
son AJ Hoffman was soon in third
and joined the battle for the lead.
As Hoffman and Moser traded slide
jobs, Lawton opened the lead.
Once Hoffman was clear of Moser
he quickly tracked down Lawton
when the yellow came out on lap
10.

Hoffman used the restart and
the high side of the speedway to
take the lead.  One lap later, Moser
followed into the runner up spot.
Moser tested Hoffman and found
some grip coming off the second
turn.  He shot around Hoffman

going into the third turn and came
off the fourth turn with the lead and
the win.  Hoffman, Lawton, Kyle
Bachman and Cory Long rounded
out the top five.

Dawson and Moser won the pro
stock heats.

Jake Jones took the lead on the
final lap over Will Brunson to win
the roadrunner feature.  Curtis
Lawton, Jason Zook and Bob
Bussey rounded out the top five.
Jones had also won last night in a
kart on the inner Selinsgrove Race-
way Park oval.

Curtis Lawton and Jason Zook
won the roadrunner heats.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Motor Speedway ran its
rescheduled 48th Annual NAPA
Auto Parts Spring Sizzler® on Sat-
urday, May 11th.  Scoring wins
were Eric Berndt in the SK Modi-
fied® feature, Cliff Saunders in the
Late Model feature, Alexander
Pearl in the SK Light feature, Matt
Clement in the Limited Late Model
feature, and Johnny walker in the
Street Stock feature.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture, Troy Talman took the early
lead with Tyler Hines going 3-wide
to move into second.  The caution
came out with 2 lap complete for a
spin coming out of turn 2 by Nick
Salva.  

Back under green Talman took
the lead but his time out front was
short as Eric Berndt moved to the
lead on lap-4.  Just as Berndt made
his move for the lead, the caution
came back out for a multi-car spin
in the middle of turns 3+4 involving
the cars of Matt Vassar, Ed Spiers,
Andrew Molleur, and Chris Jones,
which put Talman back into the lead
for the restart.

Hines took the lead on the
restart as Talmanʼs car was loose
and he began to slide backwards.
Berndt was second and he took the
lead from Hines on lap-6.  Again
just as Berndt took the lead the
caution came out for Tom Bolles,
who took a hard hit into the turn 2
wall, which put Hines back up front
for the restart.

Hines took the lead and held it
for lap before Berndt took over the
lead on lap-8.  Hines slotted into
second with David Arute in third
Todd Owen in fourth and Michael
Gervais, Jr. in fifth.  The caution
came back out with 7 laps com-
plete as Keith Rocco, Jeff Malave,
and Cory DiMatteo all came to-
gether and got into the turn 3 wall.

Berndt took the lead on the
restart with Hines in second.  Arute
and Owen were side by side for

third for a lap before Owen got
clear in to third.  Owen took second
from Hines on lap-10 while Arute
was now side by side with Gervais
for fourth place.  The caution came
back out with 12 laps complete for
spins by Talman and Avery in turn 1
with Michael Christopher coming to
a stop to avoid the two cars.

Berndt took the lead back under
green with Owen all over his back
bumper.  Hines continued to run
third with Gervais fourth and Arute
fifth.  Glen Reen developed a flat
tire and dropped off the pace and
the caution came back out with 14
laps complete as DiMatteo and
Michael Rutkoski came together
and slid into turn 1 before coming
to a stop.

The caution came back out one
lap after the restart as Reen and
Dan Avery got together and spun in
turn 2 with Tony Membrino, Jr. also
involved.  

Berndt took the lead on the
restart while Hines was able to take
second from Owen.  Owen came
right back on Hines and retook sec-
ond on lap-17.  Gervais was fourth
with Marcello Rufrano up to fifth.
Gervais was applying heavy pres-
sure to Hines for third and he took
the position on lap-20.

With 10 laps to go, Berndt was
still in command with Owen, Ger-
vais, Hines, Ronnie Williams, Matt
Galko, Rufrano, Salva, and
Christopher making up the top-10.
Williams took fourth from Hines on
lap-32 while Owen and Gervais
were still trying to catch Berndt for
the lead.

Berndt led Owen and Gervais to
the checkered flag to pick up his
first win of the 2019 season.
Williams finished fourth with Hines
rounding out the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature,
Cliff Saunders streaked into the
lead at the green flag with Darrell
Keane, Chase Cook, Paul Arute,
and Tom Fearn lined up behind
him.  

Fearn got by Arute to move into
fourth on lap-8 with a bump and run
move in turn 4 with Cliff Saunders
still holding down the lead with
Keane and Cook behind him.  Arute
held fifth until lap-14 when Kevin
Gambacorta made a pass in turns
1+2.  Gambacortaʼs move opened
the door for Michael Wray to follow
him by Arute to move into sixth and
drop Arute back to seventh in line
as Cliff Saunders was slowly
pulling away from Keane and
Cook.  

Fearn made a move around
Cook to move into third place on
lap-19 and the caution came out 

(Continued Next Page)
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with 20 laps complete
for R.J. Surdell, who
spun coming out of
turn 2.  The caution
erased the margin that
Saunders had built up
and put Keane along-
side him with Fearn
and Cook in the sec-
ond row for the restart.

Keane briefly took
the lead on the restart,
but Saunders pow-
ered his way back out
front once the cars hit
the backstretch.
Fearn was third be-

hind Saunders and Keane with
Gambacorta in fourth and Wray in
fifth.  Gambacorta took third from
Fearn on lap-23 with Cook back up
to fifth as Wray slid back to eighth.
Al Saunders and Greg DeMone
spun in the middle of turns 1+2 with
the car of Paul Varricchio, Jr. com-
ing to a stop to bring the caution
back out with 25 laps complete.

Saunders took the lead on the
restart with Gambacorta moving
into second.  Cook was third with
Tyler Leary moving into fourth and
Fearn was in fifth.

Leary took third from Cook on
lap-29 with Gambacorta right on
Saundersʼ bumper as they took the
white flag.  Gambacorta took one
last look but couldnʼt make a pass
as Saunders took down the victory.
Fearn got by Leary to take third on
the final lap with Leary and Michael
Bennett rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light feature,
Todd Douillard took the early lead
with Nathan Pytko behind him in
second. Wesley Prucker started
third, but he dropped off the pace
right at the green flag and came to
a stop on the backstretch to bring
the caution out with 4 laps com-
plete.

Pytko got a good run to the out-
side of Douillard on the restart and
as the two cars came through turn
4, they touched wheels with Pytko
doing a 360 degree spin to bring
the caution flag right back out.
Pytko was able to continue but
Amanda West had damage to her
right front suspension and was fin-
ished for the race.  Last weekʼs SK

Light winner Bryan Narducci
also pulled behind the wall and was
done for the race.

Alexander Pearl took the lead on
the restart with Teddy Hodgdon and
Chris Matthews racing side by side
for second. 

Hodgdon took the spot with
Matthews falling back to fourth as
Mark Bakaj worked his way into

third.  Glenn Griswold was fifth with
Jonathan Puleo right behind him in
sixth.

Pearl held the lead until lap-14
when Hodgdon took the lead on the
backstretch but just as Hodgdon
made his move, the caution flag
flew for debris on the track, which
put Pearl back in the lead for the
restart.

Pearl took the lead on the restart
with Hodgdon glued to his back
bumper.  Puleo was right behind
Hodgdon in third with Bakaj and
Steven Chapman making up the
top-5.

Hodgdon spun in turn 4 to bring
the caution out with 18 laps com-
plete and set up a green white
checkered finish.

Pearl took the lead with Bakaj
and Puleo side by side for second.
Pearl took the checkered flag for
his second career win at Stafford
while Bakaj beat Puleo to the line
by a nose for second.  Chapman
finished fourth with Noah Korner
rounding out the top-5.

In the 15-lap Limited Late Model
feature, Duane Provost took the
lead at the green flag but his time
out front was short as Alexandra
Fearn moved to the lead on lap-2.
Matt Clement followed Fearn by
Provost to take second and drop
Provost back to third in the order.  

Clement made a move by Fearn
to take over the race lead on lap-6
with Provost taking second to drop
Fearn back to third.  Jeremy Lavoie
was fourth with Gary Patnode in
fifth.

The order remained the same
until lap-12 when Lavoie got by
Fearn to move into third.  Patnode
followed him by to take fourth and
drop Fearn back to fifth.  

Clement held off Provost to the
checkered flag to pick up his first
career win.  Lavoie finished third
with Patnode and Fearn rounding
out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Street Stock fea-
ture, George Bessette, Jr. streaked
his way into the lead at the drop of
the green with Nicole Chambrello
taking second.  Andy Marchese
spun in turn 4 to bring the caution
out with 1 lap complete.  

Bessette took the lead on the
restart with Chambrello in second.
Dave Secore, Jr. was third with
Adrien Paradis, III in fourth and
Steve Kenneway fifth. 

The caution flag flew with 2 laps
complete for a spin at the entrance
of turn 3 by Zack Robinson that
also involved Jason Lafayette.

Bessette and Chambrello took
the top-2 spots back under green
with Johnny Walker moving up to
third with Steve Kenneway fourth

and Secore sliding back to fifth.
Meg Fuller took fifth from Secore
on lap-6 while Walker was starting
to apply heavy pressure to Cham-
brello for second.

Walker was finally able to make
a pass for second on lap-14 and a
green white checkered finish was
setup when the caution came out
with 19 laps complete for a spin in
turn 1 by Alexander Fuller.

Bessette took the lead on the
restart with Walker hot on his trail
in second.

On the final lap, there was a spin
by Kenneway on the backstretch
that sent cars in evasive action and
allowed Fuller to move into third
with Travis Hydar taking fourth.

Up front, Walker made a move
to the inside of Bessette in turn 3 to
take the lead and he led Bessette
to the checkered flag to take the
victory.

Secore rounded out the top-5
behind Walker, Bessette, Fuller,
and Hydar.

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Bowman Gray Stadium
WINSTON-SALEM, NC - Rain

storms moved in and led to the
postponement of tonightʼs racing at
Bowman Gray Stadium (5/12/19).

The action will return to the Mad-
house next Saturday, May 18, for
the Great Clips Crash Fest pre-
sented by the Triad CW. Rain
checks from May will be honored
for admission then.

The Kevin Powell Motorsports
100 will be rescheduled to June 1,
along with the Whelen Street Stock
50.

Mountain Creek Speedway
CATAWBA, NC - Mountain

Creek Speedway today announced
two key partners of their annual
outlaw kart showcase event. The
newly-rebranded Nitro Karting
Clash at the Creek presented by
QRC rolls off May 19 with title
sponsorship from two giants in out-
law karting, Nitro Karting and QRC
Karts.

Nitro Karting is based in
Mooresville, North Carolina, and
manufactures a wide variety of
components found in the pits of any
major karting event including
gears, pit tools, smaller karting
components and trailer acces-
sories. Red Bluff, California's, QRC
Karts has over three decades of
outlaw kart manufacturing experi-
ence, essentially building the disci-
pline in its early years with their

innovations and involvement in the
sport.

"Our goal since last year's inau-
gural Clash was to continue to build
the event and improve it every sin-
gle year," said Adam Stewart of
Mountain Creek Speedway.

"With everything that has finally
come together in the last few
weeks, racers and fans should be
optimistic for not only this year's
event, but also future editions of the
Clash. We've got a lot of great peo-
ple beginning to take interest and
get involved in what's going on
here in Catawba County."

In addition to new event part-
ners, MCS also announced the
race director for this year's event.
Known for his long-time involve-
ment in outlaw karting around Red
Bluff and other areas on the west
coast, Christopher Rowling (better
known to his contemporaries as
"Topher") has been retained to run
the May 18-19 event.

Rowling has been active in out-
law karting events on the west
coast for years and has also
worked in the industry's manufac-
turing and distribution side, giving
him an in-depth understanding of
the sport from all angles.

Adding to the event's momen-
tum in only its second year, MCS
has announced two of its contin-
gency partners for the event,
Sparco USA and Van-K Wheels.
Sparco is a leading manufacturer of
safety equipment and Van-K man-
ufactures a substantial portion of
the aluminum wheels used on var-
ious race vehicles including karts
and outlaw karts like those which
will be racing during the 2nd Annual
Nitro Karting Clash at the Creek
presented by QRC. 

"We're really looking forward to
this year's event," Stewart contin-
ued.

"Our phone is ringing with com-
petitors, sponsors, fans, and I'd like
to believe this is quickly becoming
a showcase race for outlaw karts.
We've got a slimmed down sched-
ule with more racing and racers
who are excited for the event
again, that's always a good thing.
We certainly are appreciative of
everyone's support."

The Clash at the Creek hits the
track on the morning of May 18 with
preliminary activities scheduled for
the day. On Sunday, May 19, the
featured open division hits the
speedway for their entire racing
program including qualifying, heats
and feature contests.

Intermediate karts will also be
racing in addition to features to the
beginners and the box stock

(Continued Next Page)
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competitors. Sunday's
program will be tele-
vised LIVE on Pit Row
TV (www.pitrow.tv).

For more informa-
tion on the Clash at
the Creek and Moun-
tain Creek Speedway,
including complete
payout and rules, visit
theirwebsite at Moun-
tainCreek Speed-
way.com. 

The track is also
engaged on Facebook
(@MountainCreek-
Speedway) and Twit-

ter (@MtnCrkSpeedway).

Carteret County Speedway
PELETIER, NC - Will Bristle sur-

vived a series of late race restarts
to pick up the victory in Saturday
nightʼs Legends Short Track
Shootout at Bobby Watsonʼs
Carteret County Speedway.

Zach Miller, who won a race at
Carteret County Speedway earlier
this year, led in the early laps of the
35-lap, $2,500-to-win feature.  Bris-
tle was able to make the move,
from the fourth starting position, to
take the lead inside the first 15 laps
and led from there out.  It was not
easy for Bristle, however, as he
had to survive challenges from
Miller, Spencer Saunders, Daniel
Silvestri and others in a series of
late race restarts.

After the race, Bristle said he
considered this to be the biggest

win of his career.
“Oh man, Iʼve got to thank Dillon

Spain Motorsports for building this
piece for me,” Bristle said.  “We
work extremely hard on our stuff to
make it this fast.  Itʼs really show-
ing.  Iʼve got to thank all these guys
for racing me clean there except for
trying to run over me that one time.
Iʼve just got to thank everyone
thatʼs involved.  Itʼs a huge win.  I
think weʼre ready for the Nationals.”

Preparing for the Legends As-
phalt Nationals, which will take
place at Carteret County Speed-
way from October 17th through Oc-
tober 19th, was the main goal for
Bristle and the 37 other cars in the
event.

“This is the closest race to what
compares to what the Nationals are
going to be in October,” Bristle re-
marked.  “Really stiff competition.
Just a fun race overall. Came from
fourth to the front and never looked

back.”
Virginia driver Spencer Saun-

ders finished in the second position
for the second straight race at
Carteret County Speedway.  De-
spite coming up just short of a
$2,500 payday, Saunders was ec-
static with the result.

“This one feels pretty good,”
Saunders commented.  “We had a
good night tonight.  Second place
is a good run for us.  This means a
lot more than a couple weeks ago
the first time here.  Felt like we had
a car to win, we just got to beating
and banging there on those
restarts.  Thatʼs just how it goes.
When youʼre stuck on the outside,
youʼre pretty much done.”

Zach Miller finished third while
pole sitter Daniel Silvestri came in
fourth and Caleb Heady rounded
out the top-five.

Nick Woodall picked up the win
in the Consolation feature, while

Bryson Ruff and Brenton Irving
scored heat race victories.

Chris Burns and James Horner
swapped the lead back and forth
throughout the duration of the
Street Stock feature, but when the
checkered flag waved, it was Burns
picking up the win – his third con-
secutive victory in the Street Stock
division at Carteret County Speed-
way.

Kris Hetu was able to capitalize
on Brandon Clementsʼ misfortunes
to score the victory in the Mini-
Stock feature.  Clements had dom-
inated during the early stages of
the race, but a mechanical problem
sidelined him, allowing Hetu to take
the win over Stephen Sanders and
Gary Murphy.

Steve Sullivan scored the victory
in U-CAR competition with a last
lap pass while Andrew Jackson
and Curtis Lanier rounded out the
top-three.  Sean Wales prevailed in
a Champ Kart photofinish, while
Justin Hall and Morgan Odum
picked up victories in the Coastal
Carolina Mini Cup Series Senior
and Junior Mini Cup features.

Racing will return to Carteret
County Speedway on Sunday, May
26th with the Memorial Classic,
headlined by Limited Late Model
racing and the Southern Ground
Pounders Vintage Racing Club.

For more information about
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official
website at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “ like” Carteret County
Speedway on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter.
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MARTINSVILLE,
VA - In an effort to re-
ward more drivers for
entering the three
biggest NASCAR Late
Model Stock Car
races in Virginia, the
Virginia Triple Crown
will pay the top-three
drivers with the best
average finishing posi-
tions in the Thunder
Road Harley-David-

son Presented by Grand Atlantic
Ocean Resort 200 at South Boston
Speedway, the Hampton Heat 200
at Langley Speedway and the Val-
leyStar Credit Union 300 at Mar-
tinsville Speedway. 

The $10,000 prize will be distrib-
uted $7,000 to the winner, $2,000
for second place and $1,000 for

third place. 
“We want to give drivers even

more of an incentive to start all
three races,” Martinsville Speed-
way President Clay Campbell said.
“By going to this format, a driver
who gets unlucky at South Boston
still has incentive to race at Lang-
ley and Martinsville.”

South Boston Speedway Gen-
eral Manager Cathy Rice said they
are excited to have the Triple
Crown back again this year.

“I think it will be a big year for
everyone involved,” Rice said.
“Paying the top-three finishers of
the Virginia Triple Crown will cer-
tainly entice more competitors to
join this year and compete in all
three events that are included. Not
only that, but the fans will have
more action to look forward to, as

well.”   
Bill Mullis, owner of Langley

Speedway, said he believes paying
the top-three will benefit both fan
and drivers.

“Langley Speedway is proud to
continue to participate in this great
event,” said Langley Speedway
Owner Bill Mullis. “We believe the
new purse structure will add a
bonus to the top finishing drivers
that will increase the interest level
in all three of these important
races.”

The Triple Crown has previously
paid to the top-3 finishers, but re-
cently has been a winner-take-all
format. 

Peyton Sellers, the 2018 Triple
Crown Champion, has won with
both formats and said he likes pay-
ing the top-3 as opposed to just the
winner, even though itʼs less money
for the Champion.

“Thereʼs a lot of guys that travel
back and forth to Langley and
South Boston that put a lot of work
into it and donʼt get rewarded with

the winner-take-all approach,” Sell-
ers said “By paying the top-3 it also
may keep more drivers racing for
the Triple Crown, as one bad race
wonʼt eliminate you. A lot of times
the Triple Crown comes down to
just one position and it can be de-
cided in the last five laps at Mar-
tinsville, so this is a good way to
reward more drivers for their ef-
forts.”

In the event of a tie for any of the
positions, the tie will be broken by
the driver with the higher finish at
Martinsville. To be eligible for the
Triple Crown a driver must start all
three races.

The Triple Crown starts June 29
with the running of the Thunder
Road Harley-Davidson Presented
by Grand Atlantic Ocean Resort
200 at South Boston Speedway
and continues on July 20 with the
Hampton Heat 200 at Langley
Speedway. The Triple Crown will
wrap up with the ValleyStar Credit
Union 300 at Martinsville on Octo-
ber 5.

Will Bristle on track during practice at Carteret County Speedway
on Saturday. (Andy Marquis photo)
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Second and Third




