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Truex Scores
Homerun at

Pocono
Kyle Busch Marks 
XFINITY Pocono

Win Off Bucket List



A p p a r e n t l y ,
NASCARʼs youth
movement is going
through some growing
pains.

Martin Truex Jr.ʼs
victory Sunday at the
Pocono Raceway was
another blow to a sport
thatʼs rebranding itself
to appeal to a younger
a u d i e n c e .
While the

starting lineup is filled with
fuzzy-faced youngsters,
every race this year has
been won by an older vet-
eran.

In fact, the youngest
winner this season has
been Joey Logano, who at
28, is in his 10th fulltime
seasons in the Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series.

While powerhouses like Joe
Gibbs Racing and Hendrick Motor-
sports are reloading with drivers
who arenʼt old enough to rent cars,
Kevin Harvick, 42, Kyle Busch, 33,
and Truex, 37, are using their ex-
perience to win 11 of the first 14
races.

“I mean, itʼs all about competi-
tion in this sport, whether youʼre
old, whether youʼre young,” Busch
said. You know, to be able to go out
there and win races, youʼve just got
to beat the best. And whoʼs the best
of that day, of the season, it kind of
seems like itʼs the 4 [Harvick] and
the 18 [Busch] and some of the 78
[Truex].”

Truex also is the defending se-
ries champion.

In addition to Truex, Clint
Bowyer, 38, and Austin Dillon, 28,
all have won a race this year.

In fact, the top eight drivers in
the standings are 28 or older.

Younger drivers have shown
brief flashes of speed. Ryan
Blaney, who was 23 win he won his
first, and only race a year ago, has
seven top-10 finishes. But he also
has four races outside the top 20.

Chase Elliott, 22, who was
widely considered the next super-
star, but he remains winless after
91 career Cup starts.

Other young drivers – each win-
less – include Erik Jones, 22, at
JGR, and Alex Bowman, 25, and
William Byron, 20, who both work
at Hendrick.

Most agree the younger genera-
tion will find their way to Victory

Lane, or even the top of the cham-
pionship leaderboard. But for now,
the veterans arenʼt ready to share
the limelight.

“You know, I think the young
guys are on the brink,” Busch said.
“Theyʼre on the cusp. Itʼs just a
matter of when that happens. If you
asked me who, I would like to think
that Erik Jones would be first of the
young guys to win, but as we saw

here last year, Ryan
Blaney hit it right and he
was able to go to Victory
Lane, and Chase Elliott
has been fast more times
than not.

“And seems like
the 88 is kind of getting
the feel of things right now
with [Alex] Bowman. Itʼs
about being competitive
and just getting everything

right and having the stars kind of
align, and eventually, theyʼll get
there.”

While Busch and Harvick are
making it look easy, the younger
group know itʼs going to take a per-
fect weekend to break through.

“Yeah, I think weʼre definitely ca-
pable of it,” Jones said. “I think it's
just a matter of having the right
weekend. I think itʼs in the realm of
possibility every week, we just
need to hit it right and have good
speed.”

Larson does have five wins –
four at 2-mile tracks – in his five full-
time years in the Cup Series, but
he also has 27 finishes of 30th or
worse.

And itʼs not going to get any eas-
ier.

“I think it is so hard because it is
the Cup Series,” Blaney said. “A lot
of good teams. A lot of great race
car drivers. They are in this series
for a reason and it is because they
are really, really good.

“When you have that combina-
tion of a team and driver that can
win, like Kevin Harvick or Kyle
Busch who are just dominating,
that is trouble for everybody else. It
is hard to break through. The odds
arenʼt very good. They arenʼt really
in your favor.”

But as the veterans get older,
they get closer to retirement. That
means the current wave of young
drivers soon will be the veterans
who have to fend off the challenge
of the next generation of young
drivers.

Although Dale Earnhardt Jr., Jeff

Gordon, Tony Stewart and Carl Ed-
wards all recently retired, Harvick
said heʼs not ready to walk away
any time soon.

“I can tell you that I have four
more years left on my contract at
Stewart-Haas Racing,ʼʼ he recently
said on his SiriusXM Radio Show,
“Happy Hours.” “To me, that would
be the time when you sit back and
re-evaluate things as to what you
do going forward, just for the fact of
where is [son] Keelan at in school?
Itʼs very important for us to be in-

volved as parents. Thatʼs my main
priority to be the father figure in his
life and make sure heʼs progress-
ing and doing the things he needs
to do moving forward.

“Thereʼs definitely a family as-
pect of that decision and where we
are as a family and how the sport
is affecting our life.”

Until then, older, more experi-
enced drivers will continue to affect
the progress of the newest wave of
young talent.
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Experience Wins Out,
for Now at Least

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World of Outlaws 9-11
Monster Energy Cup 4 Circle of Champions 12
XFINITY 5 ASCS 13
NASCAR Touring 6 OnTrack 14
P.A.S.S. 7 ShorTrack 15-16
OffTrack 7
ARCA/CRA 8

ON THE COVER:
NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY

Kevin Harvick (upper) and Kyle Busch (lower) have won the major-
ity of the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series race so far this sea-
son. (GETTY IMAGES photos)



On May 14th, the
United States
Supreme Court de-
cided to overturn the
Professional and Ama-
teur Sports Protection
Act which banned
commercial sports bet-
ting in states other
than Nevada. The im-
pact of this decision to
strike down the 1992
Federal law will, with-
out question, change
the availability of bet-
ting on sports through-

out the country.
Prior to May 14th, only estab-

lishments in Nevada were able to
take legal bets on sporting events.
Of course, itʼs no secret that there
have been multiple sources to
place bets outside the state of Ne-
vada from local “bookies” to off-
shore internet gambling sites. The
Supreme Court ruling in early May
will, potentially, enable other states
to create establishments where
legal betting on sporting events is
offered.

One of the major sports where
gambling has been available is mo-
torsports. Casinos in Vegas and
other Nevada sites have offered
odds on race winners, champi-
onship contenders, as well as mul-
tiple proposition opportunities to bet
on driver matchups, number of cau-
tions, make of winning car, etc…
The number of betting possibilities
on auto races will not match many
other professional sports, but the
amount is significant. And, itʼs
going to get bigger sooner than
later.

A number of states where
NASCAR Monster Energy Cup,
Xfinity, and Camping World Truck
Series races are held already have
casinos. However, betting on sport-
ing events has not been available
in those locations. Now, the first
state has stepped up to the window
(pun intended) and announced that
sports gaming will begin.

Last week, Delaware an-
nounced that they will offer full-
scale gaming on sporting events in
all three of their casinos. Of course,
Dover Downs Hotel and Casino, lo-
cated adjacent to Dover Interna-
tional Speedway, is one of those
three locations.

“The Delaware Department of
Finance, in consultation with the At-
torney Generalʼs Office, has deter-
mined that there are no legal
obstacles to moving forward with
full-scale sports betting in Delaware

following the Supreme Court deci-
sion to overturn the Professional
and Amateur Sports Protection
Act,” a press release from the
Delaware Governorʼs office stated.
“Under state law passed in 2009,
Delaware may authorize betting on
professional and collegiate sports,
with the exception of games involv-
ing Delaware-based teams.”

Delaware Governor John Car-
ney said, “Delaware has all the
necessary legal and regulatory au-
thority to move forward with a full-
scale sports gaming operation, and
we look forward to the launch on
June5th. Weʼre hopeful that this will
bring even more visitors into
Delaware to see firsthand what our
state has to offer.”

The Delaware Lottery has even
published
an online
guide of
how to
make bets
with Sport-
sPick, the
s t a t e ʼ s
s p o r t s
g a m i n g
p r o d u c t .
Currently,
all bets

must be made on casino property.
The online guide has an auto

racing section which states that as
many as 20-30 drivers will be listed
in odds as well as a “field” entry.
Along with picking the race winner,
the guide stated that proposition
wagers such as head-to-head
driver matchups, various
over/under numbers, and winning
car manufacturer will be offered.
Auto racing driver odds are ex-
pected to be posted late Mon-
day/early Tuesday for each race.
Driver head-to-head matchups are
expected to be posted the day be-
fore the race and after qualifying.

The first NASCAR race available
to make bets will be the June 10th
event at Michigan International
Speedway.

Of course the future of sports
betting in additional states will de-
pend on that state. Plus, not only
would sports gaming be available
in casinos, but many fans envision
the possibility of placing a bet at
various speedway locations on
race day. Imagine the possibilities!

Las Vegas, the nationʼs gam-
bling capital, is well represented in
NASCAR ranks with brothers Kurt
and Kyle Busch, Noah Gragson,
Brendan Gaughan, and others
competing in the three major divi-

sions.
“I grew up in Vegas knowing that

they didnʼt build those casinos and
hotels with their own money,” Kurt
Busch said. “It was built from peo-
ple gambling and trying to find the
edge of whatever game they were
playing. I donʼt know what impact it
will make or if we will even feel any-
thing different.”

“I donʼt think thereʼs a negative
to it,” Kyle Busch added. “Being
from Vegas, thatʼs the Mecca for
gambling in the country, and itʼs
pretty neat that you have the op-
portunity for fans to e able to bet on
your sport. I think itʼll put more eye-
balls on the sport. I think itʼll bring
some additional interest to our
sport.”

“Interest can be generated for
NASCAR and a lot of different
sports just because people will now
have a betting interest in the out-
come,” Denis McGlynn, CEO of
Dover International Speedway and
Dover Downs Gaming & Entertain-
ment, said. “Iʼm not sure from an
operator standpoint that sports
gambling is going to be super ma-
terial because itʼs such a low-mar-
gin business. From a NASCAR
standpoint, I think itʼs a positive. Iʼm
just not sure it moves the needle for
a casino.”

However, Dover canʼt just put
kiosks on the racetrack property
immediately. McGlynn commented
that the motorsports venue is not

part of the gaming companyʼs
premises and that they would have
to work with the Dover lottery to get
approvals.

“Until they get mobile with the
opportunities, there could be an
area for fans to bet at the track,”
McGlynn added. “However, once
they go mobile, youʼll be able to bet
from anywhere. Live audience ben-
efits if a fan can whip out their
phone during the race and bet on
the next  stage and bet on in-race
kind of betting for outcomes during
the race, it could really be a part of
NASCARʼs whole business model.”

“A lot still has to unfold with how
this is all going to be administered,”
McGlynn concluded. “Iʼm not sure
at this point if the federal govern-
ment is going to try to control it or if
theyʼre going to leave it all up to the
states to do their own thing. You
could see different laws in different
states.”

Obviously, the question of legal
sports gambling in each state is still
in its infancy. Some states will
quickly jump into action to explore
the possibilities. Others may take a
less positive view of sports gam-
bling and not pursue the proper li-
censes and opportunities.
However, the first “chip” has fallen
and the results will certainly be en-
tertaining to follow. Of course, all
gaming on sporting events is for
entertainment purposes only! Yea,
right!
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DENNIS PUNCH

Wagering with the
Delaware Lottery
AUTO RACING

The payoff on a winning selection varies according to the odds.
EXAMPLE: 

DRIVER ODDS
Jimmie Johnson 6-1
Kyle Busch 8-1
Kasey Kahne 50-1
Ryan Newman 100-1
To wager on auto racing, you typically pick the winner of the race.
Typically, 20-30 drivers will be listed along with a “field” 
(all others).
For example, if you wager $10 on Kyle Busch and he wins the

race, you win $80 plus your $10 back totaling $90.

PROPOSITION WAGERS:
DRIVER ODDS
Jimmie Johnson -130
Kyle Busch +110
Auto racing match-ups pit two drivers against each other in a

head-to-head wager. The driver with the better finish in the race wins
the match-up. Sometimes multiple drivers are listed in a group where
the best finish in the group wins the wager.

In the example, a wager on Jimmie Johnson for $13 wins $10,
returning $23. Wagering $10 on Kyle Busch pays $11 plus your $10
back for a total of $21.

Other props may also be posted such as the over/under on the
number of cautions in the race or which car manufacturer wins.

Lines can be found on other series and open wheel races.



By REID SPENCER
LONG POND, PA

- Taking charge of
Sundayʼs Pocono 400
by staying out under
caution on Lap 140 of
160, reigning Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup
Series champion Mar-

tin Truex Jr. pulled away after a
restart with seven laps left to win
the race and inject himself emphat-
ically into the title conversation.

The outcome was all about con-
trol. Five-time winner Kevin Harvick
had it for most of the event, leading
a race-high 89 laps. Four-time win-
ner Kyle Busch had it late, winning
the race off pit road on Lap 126 and
leading Truex and Harvick until a
debris caution slowed the action on
Lap 139 and changed the course of
the race.

Busch finished third and Harvick
fourth, as Kyle Larson grabbed
second place after a Lap 144
restart and held the rest of the way,
finishing 2.496 seconds behind
Truex. With the victory, the driver of
the No. 78 Furniture Row Racing
Toyota made sure NASCARʼs
Dominant Duo of Harvick and
Busch can rightfully now be re-
named the Big Three.

The Mayetta, New Jersey, driver
won for the second time at Pocono,

the second time this season and
the 17th time in his career. Collec-
tively, Harvick, Busch and Truex
have triumphed in 11 of the 14 Cup
races this year.

Truex was running second to
Busch when NASCAR called the
debris caution on Lap 139, after a
parade of cars ran over a shiny ob-
ject in Turn 1. When crew chief
Adam Stevens called Busch to pit
road—and Truex, Harvick, Chase
Elliott and Larson remained on the
track, Truex had control of the
race—and made the most of it.

“Itʼs been a really good weekend
overall,” said Truex, who led 31
laps and overcame a slow pit stop
that dropped him to 14th after he
won the raceʼs first stage. “I feel like
weʼre getting back to where we
were last year (when Truex won
eight races). 

“Itʼs always fun to win, but espe-
cially when you beat the best guys
out there. These two guys (Busch
and Harvick) were so fast today.
Honestly, we were all really equal.
It was a matter of who could get out
front. The 4 (Harvick) and I stayed
on tires. We felt like in practice we
were really fast on scuffs. (Crew
chief) Cole (Pearn) made a good
call to stay out, and once I got in
clean air, this thing was a rocket
ship.”

Busch lost last yearʼs spring
race at Pocono when he stayed out
on old tires. Stevens made the op-
posite call on Sunday, but fresh
rubber didnʼt produce the benefit he
and Busch had expected.

“We decided to pit and put tires
on again right there, because we
had about 10 or 11 laps on tires,”
Busch said. “And thatʼs where we
got burned here in this race in that
exact situation last year. So we did-
nʼt want to make the same mistake
again.

“But once I got back there, I just
couldnʼt pass those guys. I was just
stuck where I was at. The four tires
just didnʼt do anything today. It was
certainly all about being out front.”

Harvick held the lead when Der-
rike Cope spun off Larsonʼs front
bumper on Lap 124, causing the
third caution of the afternoon and

the first for a racing incident. Har-
vick was blocked in his pits by pole
winner Ryan Blaney and lost the
lead to Busch. For Harvick, the die
was cast from that point on.

“We had a good car all day,”
Harvick said. “Just came down to
really losing control of the race on
the last pit stop. Really not pitting
or pitting didn't really seem to mat-
ter. We lost control to the 18
(Busch) and wound up losing a
couple more spots on the restart
starting on the inside, and that was
the end of the day. 

“Car was fast, and everybody
did a great job. It just didn't work
out.”

Brad Keselowski ran fifth, fol-
lowed by Blaney, Aric Almirola and
Jimmie Johnson, who led his first
two laps of the season during the
first exchange of green-flag pit
stops. Busch leads the series by 87
points over Harvick in second and
90 over Joey Logano (ninth Sun-
day) in third.

Larson acknowledged that his
runner-up finish was serendipitous.

“We weren't quite as fast as
what I thought we'd be after prac-
tice,” Larson said. “I ran probably
sixth or seventh all day long and
finished second. Was happy about
that, because I felt like, obviously,
we were at a little bit of a disadvan-
tage on tires there, but the track po-
sition overcame that.  

“But I felt like, if I didn't have a
good restart on any one of those, I
would have fell back outside the
top five from those guys on fresher
tires. Happy we finished second but
needed a lot more to kind of com-
pete with the three guys that ran up
front all day.”

In other words, Larson has work
to do before the Big Three can be-
come the Fabulous Four.
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Martin Truex Jr.
Asserts Himself
with Convincing
Pocono Victory 

Martin Truex Jr. is more than happy to give post-race interviews
after winning the Pocono 400 Sunday afternoon. (NIGEL KINRADE
PHOTOGRAPHY photo)

Race winner Martin Truex Jr. (78) leads Kevin Harvick (4) after battling for the lead on-and-off most of
the afternoon. (JARED TILTON/GETTING IMAGES photo)



By REID SPENCER
LONG POND, PA

- A new high-down-
force, restrictor-plate
competition package
at Pocono Raceway
brought a familiar re-
sult on Saturday—at
least where the
NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries is concerned.

Overcoming a pit road speeding
penalty that sent him to the back of
the field for the start of the second
25-lap stage in the Pocono Green
250, Kyle Busch clawed his way
through the field to win the 92nd
race of his career.

What wasnʼt familiar was
Buschʼs victory at Pocono. It was
his first, in his second start at the
2.5-mile triangular track. And it was
Buschʼs first Xfinity victory of the
season in his fourth start of the
year.

Buschʼs No. 18 Joe Gibbs Rac-

ing Toyota was the clear class of
the field. Only the penalty put the
outcome in doubt. Busch grabbed
the lead from pole winner Cole
Custer on Lap 3 off 100 and held it
through the end of Stage 1, winning
that leg by 7.171 seconds over
teammate Christopher Bell.

But both Busch and Bell were
too fast on pit road during stops
and Lap 28, and the teammates
restarted 21st and 22nd on Lap 31.
By the end of Stage 2, won by Paul
Menard, Busch had climbed to
sixth, and from there it was a mat-
ter of time before he returned to the
top spot.

That happened when he stayed
out under caution after Bell and
Justin Allgaier, two of the top con-
tenders, wrecked on the Long
Pond straightaway on Lap 61 and
exited the race. Busch held the
lead from the restart on Lap 66 to
the finish and crossed the stripe
2.521 seconds ahead of runner-up

Chase Elliott, who was subbing for
suspended Spencer Gallagher. 

“The car was on rails this week,”
Busch said. “It was last week, too
(in an eighth-place finish at Char-
lotte), but we were just able to over
the deficit we had this weekend
(from the penalty) and bring it back
to the front.”

Buschʼs only worry was getting
through heavy race traffic in his
charge from the back to the front
after the start of the second stage.

“Youʼre always worried about
something crazy or an unpre-
dictable situation happening,”
Busch said. “We just kind of had to
bide our time and be patient a little
bit, kind of make moves when we
could make moves…

“All in all, though, we knew we
had speed in our race car, and it
was really fast out front, once we
got to those top five, top six cars.”

Daniel Hemric ran third, followed
by Austin Cindric, Custer and se-
ries leader Elliott Sadler.

Busch got 48 laps out of his last
tank of fuel. Elliott, who passed
Hemric for second with one lap left,
was hoping Buschʼs Camry would
sputter before he reached the fin-
ish line.

“We came in to top off (on Lap

58), Elliott said. “We wanted to be
on the good side of fuel, and I was
hoping these guys would push it a
little too close… But it was a lot of
fun, and Iʼm looking forward to the
next one.”  

Bell and Allgaier were victims of
the Lap 61 crash that started with
Sadler pushing Allgaier up the
straightaway between Turns 1 and
2 in close quarters with the No. 28
Ford of Dylan Lupton. Contact be-
tween the cars of Lupton and All-
gaier turned Allgaierʼs Chevrolet
toward the wall, where he collected
Bellʼs Toyota in the process. Both
cars were damaged too severely to
continue.

“I just made a mistake there
whenever I followed Kyle (Busch)
to Pit Road at the end of the first
stage,” Bell said. “He was going re-
ally fast, and I thought I could, too.
And I just ended up speeding. 

“There was nothing I could have
done there with Justin, for that mat-
ter. We were just victims of Pocono
restarts. It just got really hairy. It
was exciting. Thatʼs why some-
times we love it and sometimes we
hate it.” 

Sadler retained the series lead
by 62 points over Custer in second
and 63 over Hemric in third.
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s Kyle Busch Claims
First NASCAR Xfinity
Series Win at Pocono

Kyle Busch brings his #18 NASCAR XFINITY Series Toyota into Pocono Racewayʼs victory lane for the first time. (NIGEL KINRADE PHO-
TOGRAPHY photo)



MILLINGTON, TN
- Ruben Garcia Jr.
said it has always
been his dream to
race in NASCAR in
the United States. And
that thanks to Rev
Racing and the
NASCAR Drive for Di-
versity, he got that op-
portunity.

It hasnʼt always
been an easy acclima-

tion for the 2015 NASCAR PEAK
Mexico Series champion, but the
22-year-old from Mexico City saw
the fruits of his perseverance pay
off Saturday evening as he scored
his first NASCAR K&N Pro Series
East win.

Garcia jumped to the lead after
the Lap 100 break and had the No.
6 Toyota out front for the final 38
laps en route to claiming the check-
ered flag in the Memphis 150 pre-
sented by Autozone at Memphis
International Raceway.

The 22-year-old from Mexico
City set a blistering pace over the
final third of the race, crossing the
finish line .598 seconds ahead of
runner-up and series points leader
Tyler Ankrum. Tyler Dippel, finished
third.

Garcia is his third full season in
the K&N Pro Series. After finishing
10th in points as a rookie 2016, the
NASCAR Next alum improved to
fifth last year. He finished second at
Bristol Motor Speedway and led a
race-high 79 laps in the finale at
Dover International Speedway, but
was still in search of that elusive
breakthrough win.

After qualifying fifth, Garcia
spent the first 100 laps bidding his
time. He restarted after the second
break in eighth, as everybody but
race leader Hailie Deegan and her
Bill McAnally Racing teammate
Derek Kraus elected to pit. When
the race resumed, Garcia quickly
cut his way to the front. He was up
to third by lap 107 and went by
Kraus for second a later. He
wasted no time in reeling in
Ankrum, who had bolted to the lead
on the restart.

After grabbing the lead, he
stretched it quickly to a half-second
within five laps and was able to
drive it home from there.

Garcia became the seventh dif-
ferent driver from the NASCAR
Drive For Diversity Program to win
a NASCAR K&N Pro Series East

race and gave Rev Racing, which
has fielded the competition team
for the program since 2010, its 18th
win.

He is the fourth Mexican-born
driver to win in the series, follow-
ing Ruben Pardo (2006), Rogelio
Lopez (2007) and three-time series
race winner Daniel Suarez (most
recently 2014).

Garcia also led a Rev Racing
contingent that also finished fourth
(Chase Cabre) and seventh (Ryan
Vargas).

Ronnie Bassett Jr. finished fifth,
followed by his brother Dillon. After
Vargas, Colin Garrett, Anthony Al-
fredo and Marcos Gomes rounded
out the top 10.

Earlier in the day, Ankrum set a
track record with his pole qualifying
time. His runner-up finish allowed
him to bump his championship
points lead to 14 over Dippel and
34 over Ronnie Bassett. Alfredo is
fourth and Vargas fifth. Garcia
moved up to sixth, two points be-
hind Vargas.

The Memphis 150 presented by
Autozone will air on NBCSN
on Wednesday, June 6 at 6 p.m.
ET.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
East will return to the track on Sat-
urday, June 16, with the JUST-
DRIVE.com 125 at New Jersey
Motorsports Park.

Bonsignore Continues
His Roll at Seekonk
SEEKONK, MA - Justin Bon-

signore has quickly proven that he
is going to be the man to beat dur-
ing the 2018 NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour season.

The Holtsville, New York, driver
scored his second win of the young

season on Saturday at Seekonk
Speedway, holding off a late
charge from rising star Chase
Dowling in the final circuits at the
third-mile Massachusetts oval.

The victory was the 14th career
for Bonsignore in Whelen Modified
Tour competition, and his second of
the 2018 season behind the wheel
of the No. 51 Chevrolet.

“It was a great day, we came off
the truck first in practice, got my
first pole in a long time, and we had
a really good car,” Bonsignore said.
“I just canʼt thank everyone
enough. This is a total team effort,
and I am just the lucky guy that
gets to drive this car right now.”

Bonsignoreʼs run to the victory
may have seemed easy at first
glance, strictly because he started
from the pole and ended up carry-
ing the checkered flag at the end of
the 150-lap distance. However, a
fierce battle with Matt Hirschman
put Bonsignoreʼs equipment to the
test in the second half of the race.

The two modified veterans
swapped the lead back and forth
multiple times throughout the race,
but on lap 127, Hirschman was
able to edge out at the front of the
field at lap 127, but on the next lap,
Bonsignore took the lead, and
never looked back.

In the midst of the battle be-

tween Bonsignore and
Hirschman, Dowling made a late
charge through the field after start-
ing 13th, and was locked on the
back bumper of Bonsignoreʼs car in
the final laps. He finished second,
scoring his fourth consecutive top
10 finish to open the season.

Bonsignore led a race-high 100
laps, while Hirschman was at the
point for 50 circuits. They were the
only two drivers who led the race,
and both of them started on the
front row.

“When I had the lead, I was just
a little bit tight,” Hirschman, who fin-
ished third, said. “It was a good
night. We are always in contention
to win. Just not quite (there).”

Rowan Pennink finished fourth,
while Ron Silk was fifth. Ronnie
Williams was sixth, followed by
Timmy Solomito, Tommy Catalano,
Dave Sapienza and Craig Lutz.

Bonsignore leads Dowling by
seven markers in the championship
standings, while Lutz is 19 points
back.

The Seekonk 150 will air via
tape delay on NBCSN on Wednes-
day, June 6, at 7 p.m. ET.

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour returns to the track at Thomp-
son Speedway Motorsports Park
on Wednesday, June 13.

NASCAR K&N Pro
Series West Race at
Spokane Cancelled
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - The

NASCAR K&N Pro Series West
race scheduled for Sunday, July 15
at Spokane County Raceway in Air-
way Heights, Washington, has
been cancelled and will not be re-
placed.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
West schedule will now consist of
14 championship points events.  

The next event for the series will
be its annual stop at Colorado Na-
tional Speedway on Saturday, June
9 for the NAPA Auto Parts 150.
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g Patience Pays Off For
Ruben Garcia With

Memphis Win

Ruben Garcia Jr. celebrates his first NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
win in the Memphis 150 presented by Autozone at Memphis Inter-
national Raceway. (Sara D. Davis/NASCAR photo)

Justin Bonsignore scored his second win of the 2018 season on Sat-
urday at Seekonk (Mass.) Speedway. (Matthew Thomas/NASCAR
photo)



NAPLES, ME -
Pro All Stars Series
(PASS) officials an-
nounced today that
entry forms and rules
for all divisions com-
peting at the Inaugural
PASS Commonwealth
Classic at Richmond
Raceway have been
finalized and are now

available at
ProAllStarsSeries.com.  The PASS
Commonwealth Classic will go
green on Saturday afternoon, Oc-
tober 20 at 4 PM and will see some
of the biggest divisions in short
track racing in competition.  Nearly
400 laps of racing will be contested
at Richmond Raceway by the
PASS Super Late Models, Tour-
Type Modifieds, Late Model
Stocks, Limited Late Models, and
MASS Street Stocks.  Teams can
save money towards their entry
with an early entry discount avail-
able until June 30.  Tickets are
available online at RichmondRace-
way.com.

“The response to the PASS
Commonwealth Classic has truly
been amazing and racers from all
over North America are ready to
get to Richmond Raceway in Octo-
ber,” said PASS President Tom
Mayberry.  “The Commonwealth

Classic will pay big money across
the board for all the divisions that
will be in action.  A lot of people
have been asking about the rules
and we are glad to get them out
now so everyone can start to get
ready.  We think the Common-
wealth Classic is the biggest thing
to hit short track racing in the last
20 years and we canʼt wait for it to
get here.”

The PASS Super Late Models
will run under the same rules that
applied at Thompson Speedwayʼs
Icebreaker in March, while the
Tour-Type Modifieds, returning for
the first time since 2002, will com-
pete under rules very similar to
those used at New Smyrna Speed-
way in February.  The Late Model
Stocks will compete under the
NASCAR guidelines used at Mar-
tinsville Speedway in September
and the Limiteds will follow the
SouthEast Limited Late Model rule-
book. 

Finally, the Street Stocks will be
sanctioned by the Mid-Atlantic
Street Stock (MASS) Series and
will follow their standards.  For tech
questions please call the following:
PASS Super Late Models (Charlie
Rockwell 802-754-2822, after 5 PM
please), Tour-Type Modifieds (Jeff
Zuidema 508-769-2890, Pete Frap-
pier 603-521-2718, or Bobby Mcil-

veen 603-918-0698), Late Model
Stocks and Limited Late Models
(Mike Bushee 252-908-2021 or
Ron Barfield 843-496-4792), and
Street Stocks (Ron Barfield 843-
496-4792).  Email addresses, the
complete weekend schedule, and
entry forms are available at ProAll-

StarsSeries.com.
Please visit ProAllStarsSeries.

com for more information and donʼt
forget to “Like” the Pro All Stars Se-
ries on Facebook or follow us on
Twitter at @PASSSLM14 to keep
up with breaking news as it hap-
pens.

P.A
.S.
S.

Entry Forms and Rules
Available For PASS

Commonwealth Classic at
Richmond

CHARLOTTE, NC
- The Jimmie Johnson
Foundation an-
nounced today the five
recipients of this
yearʼs $25,000 Blue
Bunny Helmet of Hope
grants. The Blue
Bunny Helmet of Hope
program invites fans
and consumers across
the country to nomi-
nate not-for-profit
(501c3) organizations

that support K-12 public education
for the opportunity to receive one of
five (5) available grant packages.

The five grant recipients are:
• Hamilton Heights Educational

Foundation in Arcadia, Indiana
• Life Pieces to Masterpieces in

Washington, DC
• Read Better Be Better in

Phoenix
• Siouxland Ag in the Classroom

in Moville, Iowa
• The Pencil Box in Tulsa, Okla-

homa
The final five were selected via

a week-long public vote. More than

280,000 votes were cast for the 10
semi-finalists during the voting pe-
riod. 

“The semi-finalist charities were
so creative in how they engaged
their supporters this year. They
worked really hard and all of them
did a great job,” said Johnson.
“Chani (wife) and I are so grateful
to our friends at Blue Bunny for
making this opportunity available.
Weʼre proud to be able to support
the amazing work these non-profits
are doing on behalf of K-12 public
education.”

In addition to a $25,000 grant,
each of the five recipient organiza-
tions will receive a Blue Bunny ice
cream party and special recogni-
tion on Johnsonʼs race helmet dur-
ing the NASCAR Cup Series race
on July 14, 2018 at Kentucky
Speedway.To date, the Blue Bunny
Helmet of Hope program has con-
tributed more than $1 million to 101
different charities.

Thanks to the generosity of
Wells Enterprises, Inc., the remain-
ing five semi-finalist charities will
each receive a $1,000 grant.
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Recipients Announced



LONG POND, PA
- ARCA Racing Series
presented by Menards
rookie Harrison Burton
looked more like a vet-
eran in his career-first
superspeedway start,
handily winning the
General Tire #Any-
whereIsPossible 200
Friday afternoon at
Pocono Raceway.

Burton, in the No.
12 Toyota, drove away from his
teammates over the final 10 laps to
earn his second career ARCA vic-
tory in his fifth series start.

"That was awesome," said Bur-
ton. "It's my first superspeedway
race, but it doesn't matter to us. I
have the best team behind me.
This win is for John Andretti. Their
family is going through a lot right
now. He's the toughest guy on the
planet. If anyone can do it, he can."

Burton struggled in the open test
Wednesday, had a mechanical
issue in practice Friday, but put it all
together in time to go to Victory
Lane.

"I didn't get much sleep last
night, but it was all worth it. All that
matters is family in this world and I
got a great one behind me. This is
so cool."

Burton took the lead for good on

lap 72 of the 80-lap/200-mile race,
increasing his advantage by four-
and-a-half seconds over his team-
mates Sheldon Creed and Zane
Smith, who finished second and
third respectively.

"That first three or four laps we
got really loose," said Creed, driver
of the No. 12  Toyota. "I couldn't get
in the gas in turn one. Turn
three…we were junk. But the team
just kept making great adjustments
and it got a lot better."

Smith, in the No. 41 Toyota,
trailed in third.

"We started off really good in the
beginning, but after our first pit
stop, we got wreckin'-loose," said
Smith. "Then the car really came to
me. With six laps to go it really
hooked up and we were able to run
down those two in front us."

Travis Braden, in the No. 27
Ford, finished fourth, a career-best
superspeedway finish for the
Wheeling, West Va. driver.

Riley Herbst drove the No. 18
Toyota home in fifth.

Gus Dean made a nice recovery
from a mid-race spin to finish sixth
in the No. 32  Chevrolet. Joe Graf,
Jr. steered the No. 77 Big Tine Ford
to the finish in seventh. Brennan
Poole finished eighth in the No. 25
Toyota. Chase Purdy finished ninth
in the No. 8  Toyota. Noah Gragson

was 10th in the No. 54 Switch Toy-
ota.

Gragson, the General Tire Pole
winner, dominated early on, leading
37 laps before he was penalized for
a loose wheel in the pit box, which
prompted ARCA officials to send-
him to the tail-end of the field.

From there, Gragson never re-
gained the momentum he had in
the first half.

Other lap leaders included
Creed, Smith and Herbst. Burton,
who also recorded the fastest lap of
the race, led 24 laps overall.

"The race felt so long, especially
when I got out front," Burton said.
"Once you're out front, you want
that race to end so fast. I'm really
proud of my guys. They really
helped me with my handicap,
which is my inexperience. It's really
cool to come out and win in my first

superspeedway race. My crew
chief Shane Huffman hit it right on
the head…he just nailed it. It's not
what you do right or wrong; it's the
whole picture you have to paint."

Burton's mom, Kim Burton,
joined her son in the media center
after the race.

"I wouldn't be where I am with-
out my mom and dad. When my
dad was off racing when I was re-
ally little, my mom was with me
everywhere when I was racing.
When I came across the line, I
looked up at the big screen, and
there she was. Family is every-
thing."

The next race for the ARCA Rac-
ing Series is Friday, June 8 at
Michigan Int'l Speedway. The
ZOMONGO 200 is live on MAVTV.
Look for live timing, scoring and
chat at arcaracing.com.
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g Harrison Burton, In First
Superspeedway Start, Wins

at Pocono

NEW CASTLE, IN
- Danny Trent took the
lead on the 28th lap
and held off Chris
Shannon to take his
third lifetime Voreʼs
Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman
Powered by JEGS vic-
tory in the 2018 series
opener at Mt. Lawn
Speedway Sunday
evening.  After in-
clement weather post-
poned the first races

of the year, a warm sunny day al-
lowed the series to begin its 2018
campaign. This was Trentʼs first
time to race at Mt. Lawn.

“I had a bad start and got shut-
tled back to about 4th.  After Dave
Duncan and Shawn Amor crashed
out I took the lead,” Trent said from
Victory Lane.  “The 32 car (Shan-
non) ran me really clean.  This is a

great track, I want to run him more,
the pits are great, it is a nice
place.”  

Tony Brunke took the lead on
the first lap before Dave Duncan
drove past to take the lead out of
Mt. Lawnʼs infamous short turn on
the second lap.  Duncan held the
lead setting a blistering pace as he
was followed closely by Allstar Per-
formance Fast Qualifier, Shawn
Amor. 

As Duncan and Amor were rac-
ing closely attempting to pass
slower cars they came together
with Duncan colliding with the out-
side wall in the first turn.  Duncan
was unable to continue.  Amor re-
mained on the track but was forced
to retire as the right-side body of his
car was flying loose during the
race. 

Trent took the lead as the cars
came to green.  Shannon fought to
get to the front and caught Trent,

but was unable to pass.  “I could
catch him, but we were so even I
just could not get around him”
Shannon stated following the race. 

Trent picked up the AR Bodies
Cool Move of the Race Award.
Kent Carson finished third for his
highest finish in a Voreʼs Welding
CRA Late Model Sportsman event
and was awarded the Racer Parts
Wholesale Sweet Move of the

Race Award. Tony Brutti was fourth
and earned the Spillers Towing
Hardcharger Award. Zachary Tinkle
was fifth, his highest finish ever
CRA finish.  

The next Voreʼs Welding CRA
Late Model Sportsman event will
be on Saturday, June 23rd at Baer
Field Motorsports Park. More infor-
mation on all the CRA series is
available at www.craracing.com.

Rookie Harrison Burton celebrates his first superspeedway win in
his first start in victory lane at Pocono Raceway. (arcaracing.com
photo)
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man Trent Takes May 50 at Mt.
Lawn Speedway

Danny Trent celebrates his win in the May 50 at Mt. Lawn Speed-
way over the Memorial Day weekend. (CRA photo)



WILMOT, WI -
Brent Marks passed
Daryn Pittman on Lap
13 and went on to an-
nihilate the field for his
first career World of
Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series vic-
tory at Wilmot Race-
way. Marks nursed a
flat right front tire the
final lap and still took
the checkered 4.514

seconds ahead of second-place
Pittman with Brad Sweet complet-
ing the podium.

Daryn Pittman won the Sears
Craftsman Dash, earning the pole
for the 40-lap Feature alongside
Kevin Gobrecht Rookie of the Year
contender Ian Madsen. A brief, but
heavy, rain shower drenched
Wilmot Raceway during the Last
Chance Showdown and caused for
nearly a two-hour delay before the
Feature.

The first lap of the Feature got
off to a bumpy start for veterans
Kraig Kinser and Joey Saldana, as
they both ended upside down in
turn one. Both drivers were unin-
jured in the accident, but nei-
ther returned to competition.
Kinser, who set Quick Time over
the field for the first time this sea-
son, started third and his opening
lap accident moved Brent Marks
from inside the third row, to outside
the second row.

Pittman controlled the field on
the second attempt and Marks
quickly established himself as a
threat, maneuvering his way to sec-
ond at the conclusion of the first
lap. The final caution of the evening
flew on Lap 5 when Gio Scelzi and
Ian Madsen got together battling for
fourth on the backstretch, with the
latter getting the worst of it, ending
his night.

Pittman continued to show the
way as he quickly reached the back
of the field almost instantaneously
at the Wilmot bullring. Pittman
cleared the first handful of lapped
cars while Marks stayed right with
him, waiting to pounce.

On Lap 13, Pittman remained
bottled up in heavy traffic and
Marks was able to sneak under-
neath to lead the first Outlaw laps
of his career.

From there, it was pure domina-
tion.

Marks quickly distanced himself
from Pittman and began lap-

ping cars at a torrid pace. With 10
laps remaining, Marksʼ lead was
half a track over Pittman. Marks
hopped the cushion in turn two with
seven laps remaining, allowing the
lapped car of Jason Johnson to get
back by the leader momentarily.
Marks would fight his way back by
Johnson and go on to win his first
career World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series Feature by more
than four and a half seconds.

When Marks car arrived in Vic-
tory Lane, the right front tire was
punctured and flat, presumably
from when he hopped the cushion.
Nonetheless, Brent Marks had fi-
nally made it to the place he
dreamed of as a kid.

“This is a dream come true,” a
relieved Brent Marks said upon ex-
iting his family-owned No.19 in
World of Outlaws Victory Lane for
the first time. “It was nice to finally
have a night with no troubles lin-
gering throughout the night, but I
never expected this. This is awe-
some. Iʼve been trying so long to
get my first Outlaw win, this is un-
real,” an elated Marks added.

When asked about the closing
laps, Marks referenced the flat tire,
“I could barely turn the car. I was
just hanging on, it was a handful.”

Quite possibly the most remark-
able thing about the Brent Marks
Racing No.19 team is the fact that
the team has one crew member.
Jesse Lentz and Marks, who prior
to last season had never raced fur-
ther west than Knoxville, travel
from race-to-race competing
against teams not only with multi-
ple crew members, but crews and
drivers with decades of World of
Outlaws experience in their back

pocket.
“Itʼs been tough, Jesse and I

have been really exhausted, espe-
cially with all the problems weʼve
had the past few weeks. I canʼt wait
to get back to the hotel and sleep
until noon,” Marks said with a huge
smile.

Kasey Kahne Racing team-
mates Daryn Pittman and Brad
Sweet both echoed their happiness
to see a fellow World of Outlaws
regular get his first career victory. “I
made too many mistakes and al-
lowed Brent to get by. But truthfully,
I donʼt think it mattered, because
once he got by me, he was in his
own zip code. You hate to lose
races and give up the lead, but
honestly, Iʼm happy for him. I know
what itʼs like and what it feels like
to get that first win. It was a solid
weekend for us, weʼll come back
Tuesday and try to get a win,”
Pittman said in good spirits.

“Brent did a great job. Iʼm happy
for him, it is always fun to get your
first win. Weʼll take a podium and
look for a win on Tuesday at Fair-
bury,” Sweet said.

David Gravelʼs winning streak at
Wilmot came to an end as he fin-

ished fourth, with Gio Scelzi scor-
ing a career-best fifth aboard the
Indy Race Parts No.71. Shane
Stewart, 11th-starting Sheldon
Haudenschild and Donny Schatz
were the only other cars on the
lead lap as Marks lapped up to
eighth place. After making the Fea-
ture as an alternate because of
Justin Peck scratching, Matt Van-
dervere earned KSE Hard Charger
Honors coming from 24th to 12th.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series continues its 40th
Anniversary Season at Fairbury
American Legion Speedway in
Fairbury, Illinois on Tuesday with
the FVP Platinum Battery Show-
down before heading to Jackson,
Minnesota for the $40,000 to win
AGCO Jackson Nationals at Jack-
son Motorplex. Catch every lap
LIVE on DIRTVision.com.

David Gravel Scores
Third Win of the Year

During Eventful
Feature at I-96

LAKE ODESSA, MI - David
Gravel powered from third on a
restart to lead Lap 16 and went on
to win the Rumble in Michigan at I-
96 Speedway. Shane Stewart con-
tinued his streak of top-five finishes
with a second place run and Brad
Sweet, who stole the lead from
Gravel only for it to be negated by
a yellow, settled for third at the con-
clusion of the caution-filled Feature.

Sheldon Haudenschild won the
Sears Craftsman Dash and earned
the pole for the 35-lap Feature
alongside 1995 I-95 Outlaw winner
Joey Saldana. Haudenschild paced
the field early as Gravel quickly ma-
neuvered into second around Sal-
dana.

While Daryn Pittman and Sal-
dana battled for third, Donny
Schatz got a run off the bottom of

(Continued Next Page)
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s Brent Marks Dominates at
Wilmot for First Career

Outlaw Victory

Brent Marks raced his way to his first career World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series victory with a win at Wilmont Race-
way. (Paul Arch photo)

David Gravel scored the win in an eventful feature at I-96 Speed-
way. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

turn four and surged
by both of them to
take the position. After
an Open Red on Lap
14, Schatz pounced
on Gravel and stole
the runner-up position
before a caution for
Gio Scelzi, who was
running in the top ten,
halted competition
one lap later.

Haudenschild led
the field back to Green
once again, but this
time with the nine-time
Series Champion next

to him and David Gravel inside the
second row. Gravel entered turn
one on the cushion and powered
around Schatz before squeezing
under Haudenschild to steal the
lead going into turn three with a
breathtaking move.

Schatz slowed on
the frontstretch the following lap
with a flat tire and Jason Johnson
clipped his left rear trying to avoid
the Fargo, ND native and ended up
getting upside down. Johnson was
uninjured but done for the evening.
Schatz was able to change his flat
tire and return to the rear of the
field.

Gravel commanded the lead
through a pair of restarts, before an
off the pace Sheldon Haudenschild
brought out the caution with six cir-
cuits remaining. Haudenschild,
who slowed significantly, never
stopped but was the cause of the
caution and was sent to the rear
accordingly.

On the double-file restart, Brad
Sweet got a massive run off the
cushion and diamonded under-
neath Gravel to lead into three, only
to see the caution for a back-
wards Cory Eliason negate the
pass.

Gravel controlled the ensuing
restart and one more with two laps
remaining to win his third World of
Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-
ries Feature of the year and second
in a row at I-96 Speedway.

“I got a little lucky with the yellow
coming out after Brad got me. It
was tough to know what to do on
the restarts and Brad got a good
run and I tried to protect position,
but that only hurt my exit and he got
by me,” Gravel said in reference to
the negated pass for the lead.

“All those late restarts, you
never know whatʼs going to hap-
pen. I just wanted to see the check-
ered. Iʼm just happy to get another
win, this team deserves it. Itʼs our
third win of the year, heading to a

track (Wilmot) we love tomorrow,”
Gravel added in Victory Lane.

Shane Stewart scored his third
consecutive top-five finish and
while he remains in search of his
first victory of the year, Stewart and
the Kyle Larson Racing No.2 team
are confident. “Another great finish
for these ENEOS guys, we have
really turned our team around
these past few races,” Stewart,
who stole second from Sweet on
the last restart, said.

Sweet, who was in search of his
second consecutive win, was in
good spirits. “Thatʼs racing, some-
times the cautions fall your way,
sometimes they donʼt,” Sweet said
in reference to the ill-timed caution.
“I shouldʼve got second, but I took
one last shot at the win and gave
up second to Shane. You never
know if you donʼt try,” Sweet added
with a smile.

Donny Schatz, in true champi-
onship form, came back from a flat
tire at the halfway point to finish
fourth. Brent Marks, who battled
fuel issues all evening, rebounded
in a big way coming from 22nd to
complete the top five in his first visit
to I-96. Marksʼ effort earned him
KSE Hard Charger Honors for the
fifth time during the 2018 season.

Outlaws Postpone
Visit at Fairbury to

Tuesday, June 5
FAIRBURY, IL - The World of

Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-
ries will have to wait another week
before making its much-anticipated
inaugural visit to Fairbury American
Legion Speedway (FALS), as
Mother Nature has forced the Se-
ries to reschedule the FVP Plat-
inum Battery Showdown to
Tuesday, June 5.

Heavy rain saturated the Illinois
facility Wednesday morning and
with more imminent impending
weather, the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series, Fair-
bury American Legion Speedway
and the POWRi WAR Sprints have
made the decision to postpone
tonightʼs event for the safety of
fans, drivers and teams.

All parties involved were in
agreement with this decision and
the Tuesday, June 5 event will fea-
ture the World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car Series and the
POWRi WAR Sprints.

Brad Sweet Wins
Memorial Day Thriller

at Lawrenceburg
LAWRENCEBURG, IN - Brad

Sweet came from eighth and

passed Donny Schatz on Lap 26 to
take the lead in a thriller at
Lawrenceburg Speedway and
never looked back for his second
win of the 2018 season. Schatz,
who led 15 laps, settled for second
with David Gravel completing the
podium in the Memorial Day Spec-
tacular presented by KOI Auto
Parts.

Paul McMahan won the Sears
Craftsman Dash to earn the pole of
the 35 lap Feature alongside Jason
Johnson as both veterans looked
for their first Outlaw wins of the
year. McMahan led the opening cir-
cuit and continued to lead through
a pair of cautions in the first hand-
ful of laps.

The tricky Lawrenceburg cush-
ion got the better of Sheldon Hau-
denschild after the young Wooster,
OH native pulled a massive slider
for fourth on Lap 3.

When action resume, McMahan
led as Schatz and Kyle Larson
stalked closely behind. Brad Sweet
established himself as a threat
early moving by his good friend and
fellow California native Larson for
third on Lap 5.

As lapped traffic intensified, Paul
McMahan bobbled out of turn two
on the ninth circuit and Schatz and
Sweet both pounced, shuffling the
Nashville, TN driver back to third.
Larson and McMahan waged war
for the third position as Sweet
began chasing down Schatz.

As is typical at The Burg, slide
jobs were plentiful as The Greatest
Show on Dirt lived up to its
name in the fullest on Memorial
Day. Schatz was masterful in traffic
as always, but Sweet was just as
good as the duo sliced and diced
their way through slower traffic. Si-
multaneously, McMahan and Lar-
son exchanged multiple slide jobs
for the third position, with Larson fi-
nally wrestling the position away on
Lap 21.

After clearing a handful of
lapped cars, the top three were
nose-to-tail with 10 laps remaining.
Sweet gained on Schatz on an
open track and made multiple bids
for the lead, before completing the
pass on the nine-time Series
Champion in turn two to lead Lap
26.

A lap later Larson
battled hard with
Schatz for the run-
ner-up position and
had it as they
crossed the line.
Larson and Schatz
continued to battle,
but the Lawrence-
burg cushion got the
better of the Califor-

nia phenom as Larson spun in turn
four, leaving fourth-place running
McMahan nowhere to go as the
caution waved with seven circuits
remaining.

On the restart, Sweet showed
the speed that got him to the lead
from eighth and powered away
from the field as David Gravel went
side-by-side with Schatz for second
and grabbed the position before the
final caution flew with three laps re-
maining for Ian Madsen, who suc-
cumbed to a flat tire ending his
top-ten run.

Gravel took a look underneath
Sweet on the restart, opening the
door for Schatz to steal second
back from the CJB Motorsports
No.5. Schatz had nothing left in the
tank to come back after Sweet, as
ʻThe Big Catʼ crossed the line 1.460
seconds ahead of the Series Points
Leader.

“I had a really good race car. Itʼs
better to be in second sometimes, it
allows you to move around,” Sweet
said in Victory Lane about his pass
for the lead. “We were terrible in the
Dash going from sixth to eighth, but
I was able to try some different
lines, allowing us to make some
changes for the Feature. We kept
getting better and better as the race
went on. Itʼs great to get this NAPA
Auto Parts team in Victory Lane
where they belong, hopefully we
can keep this momentum up in the
upcoming summer months,” Sweet
said with positivity.

Schatz settled for second and
endlessly thanked his Textron Off
Road team for their continued work
and was thankful to finally have the
whole crew back, a rare occasion
this season.

“I tried to go for the lead on the
restart and lost a spot. Weʼll take
third, I canʼt thank my guys and car
owners enough for this opportu-
nity,” Gravel, who set fast time dur-
ing Qualifying, said. “Hopefully we
can continue to qualify well and
build off of this going forward.

Shane Stewart finished fourth,
ending his winning streak at
Lawrenceburg with Parker Price-
Miller coming from 16th to com-
plete the top five. Aaron Reutzel
earned KSE Hard Charger honors.
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BULLS GAP, TN -
Jimmy Owens of New-
port, TN collected his
second World of Out-
laws Craftsman® Late
Model Series win of
the 2018 season after
a thrilling feature
event at Volunteer
Speedway. Owens
and Chris Madden
battled for the lead for
the majority of the

race until Owens successfully com-
pleted the pass on lap 47 of the 50-
lap Sears Craftsman Feature. 

The Newport Nightmare's vic-
tory brought the crowd to its feet in
jubilation. 

“Man, it was an awesome, awe-
some track tonight,” said Owens.
“Itʼs just one of those deals where
you didnʼt want to be leading be-
cause you didnʼt know if the track
groove was going to be up high or
down low, but the groove was
pretty much wherever you wanted
it to be. We had a good car but hats
off to Chris and them. It was a heck
of a race. I enjoyed every bit of it. I
hope we made the fans happy.”

Madden commanded the lead
from pole-sitter Michael Chilton on
lap 13 and continued to hold off a
close battle within the top-five be-
tween Owens, McDowell, Chilton,
and Sheppard. The 50-lap event
had zero cautions which made it
difficult for the race leader to pull
away from the pack.

“The track was so racy so you
could run up high, down low, wher-
ever you wanted to go and so you
didnʼt know where the guy in front
of you was going to go from one lap
to another,” said Owens. “Nobody
knew where they were going espe-
cially with lapped traffic. Weʼre just
proud to bring this Ramirez Motor-
sports race car home.”

With only three laps remaining,
Owens pulled the trigger and slid
by Madden for the lead. Unfortu-
nately for Madden, who had led
nearly three-fourths of the event, a
lapped car kept him contained ulti-
mately allowing Owens to pull away
and claim the $10,000 payday in
his home state.

“Weʼre a little disappointed we
didnʼt get the win,” said Madden.
“Lapped traffic got us bottled up
there. We had the best car here
tonight and weʼve done a hell of a
job on our race car this year. We
got speed, so you know, the wins

will come. Itʼs easy to run second
behind a guy and set him up for a
win. He pulled a big slide job and
there just happened to be a lapped
car and I didnʼt want to crash him
so it is what it is.”

McDowell rounded out the
podium during the World of Out-
laws first return to Volunteer
Speedway since 2008.

“I was seeing a heck of a race
there, I just couldnʼt capitalize and
get a breakthrough traffic. Those
guys raced their tails off and it was
a lot of fun to get up there and race
like that.”

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series will continue its
busy month of June with a three-
race swing at Stateline Speedway
on June 14, Ransomville Speed-
way on June 15 and Wayne County
Speedway on June 16.

Cory Hedgecock
Collects First-Ever

World of Outlaws Win
SEYMOUR, TN - On Friday

evening, Cory Hedgecock collected
the biggest win of his career in front
of a packed house at 411 Motor
Speedway. The Loudon, TN driver
etched his name on the World of
Outlaws Craftsman Late Model Se-
ries All-Time Wins list alongside the
greatest Late Model drivers in his-
tory.

“I knew if I ever had a chance at
winning one of these races, it was
no doubt going to be here,” said
Hedgecock. “I am tickled to death...
This track was absolutely phenom-
enal tonight… We were no doubt
going to wreck her or bring her

home.”
Hedgecock claimed the lead

from rookie of the year contender
and race-long leader David
Breazeale on lap 23 and never
looked back. Two late race cau-
tions on lap 44 and lap 45 of the
50-lap event posed no threat to the
driver of the No. 9 who held off
charges from recent World of Out-
laws winner (Fayetteville Motor
Speedway on May 12) Jimmy
Owens. 

“I just had mixed emotions. I did
not want them cautions,” said
Hedgecock. “During that long
green run (lap 5-41), Iʼm not sure if
I didnʼt use my right rear a little bit
up. It got hot on me. So, then I was
like, ʻOK, well maybe I do want a
cautionʼ… I knew the No. 57 [of
David Breazeale] was behind me
and then the No. 20 [Jimmy
Owens] popped up and I thought,
ʻOh shoot. This one is going to be
tough.ʼ You know, we got that cau-
tion but I just kept getting the
thumbs up. I am tickled to death.
This is awesome.”

Owens claimed second on lap
24 and relentlessly tried to reel in

Hedgecock for the remaining 26
laps. Yet, The Newport Nightmare
was unsuccessful in his attempts
and settled for runner-up.

“I tell you itʼs awesome to get to
see Cory win this,” said Owens.
“Man, I come by him and we were
just giving him a high five at the end
of the race there and he was beat-
ing on his steering wheel. Itʼs awe-
some to see someone get so
emotional over a win and congratu-
lations to him. Those guys race
hard all weekend. Heʼs a tough
driver to get around down here.”

Mike Marlar of Winfield, TN
rounded out the podium at 411
Motor Speedway giving Tennessee
drivers a clean sweep of the top-
three. 

“Weʼre having a lot of fun,” said
Marlar. “Itʼs fun racing and Ten-
nessee guys are pretty tough. This
is a great big team sport and my
car owner Ronnie Delk and his
family are over in the pits. Our car
is from Brucebilt right here in
Knoxville. Smithbilt Homes is also
right here in Knoxville so we have a
lot of support out of the East Ten-
nessee area. Also, I have an awe-
some crew. If it wasnʼt for these
guys I wouldnʼt be standing here.”

When Hedgecock passed under
the checkers, Owens and Marlar
split to the outside of his car and
the trio celebrated three-wide down
the front stretch.

“I started to make him do a
donut because it didnʼt look like he
was going to celebrate but I
thought they might take that the
wrong way,” said Owens.

“We were just trying to get up
there and figure out what he was
doing, thatʼs all we were trying to
do,” laughed Marlar. “Cory is an
awesome driver and he wins a ton
of races around here. A guy that
wins 20-30 races right here locally,
heʼs going to be tough to beat no
matter who comes in.”
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for Win at
Volunteer Speedway

Cory Hedgecock celebrates with his family in victory lane at 411
Speedway after racing his way to his first career World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series win. (Michael Moats photo)

Jimmy Owens celebrates his victory  at Volunteer Speedway after
passing leader Chris Madden with two laps to go for the win.
(Chad Wells photo)



SARVER, PA -
Aaron Reutzel cruised
to his second Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions presented
by Mobil 1 victory of
the 2018 season on
Friday night at Lern-
erville Speedway,
leading all but the first
two circuits to ink his
name on the $5,000
winnerʼs check.

Reutzel, who started second on
the feature grid, nearly swept the
entire evening program at the
Sarver, Pa., 4/10-mile oval, not only
recording the fastest time of the
night during hot laps and qualifying
time trials, but also earning a dash
victory. The main event win allowed
the Clute, Texas, native to extend
his All Star driver championship
point lead, now with a 28-point ad-
vantage over the “Wild Child” Jac
Haudenschild.

The “Steel City Outlaw” Tim
Shaffer used a late surge to power
to second at the final checkers, fol-
lowed by Parker Price-Miller, Car-
son Macedo, and defending Series
champion, Chad Kemenah.

“Weʼve been working really hard
at getting our cars to go where
other people canʼt,” Reutzel said in
victory lane, driver of the Baugh-
man-Reutzel Motorsports No. 87. “I
knew it was going to take a really
fast race car to beat us here
tonight. I felt that if we didnʼt make
any mistakes, we were going to be
really good. Itʼs really cool to come
to a place youʼve never raced at
before and get a win. We really did-
nʼt know what to expect.”

Despite showing the way for the
vast majority of the 30-lapper, it
was pole sitter, Dave Blaney, who
got the early jump, using the bot-
tom line around Lernerville Speed-
way to lead the first two laps.
Wasting little time before making
his first, official bid for the top spot,
Reutzel chased Blaney for the first
two circuits, eventually squeezing
underneath the former World of
Outlaws champion at the entrance
of turn one. The squeeze tactic
worked, gaining the top spot to of-
ficially lead lap three.

“I knew the bottom was going to
be good, but I also knew the top
was going to stay good over here
in turns three and four,” Reutzel
continued. “I just wanted to make
sure we werenʼt bottom-dependent.

I could even roll through the middle
pretty good. I had to use the bottom
to get by Blaney, but when I stayed
down there, I was forced to slow
down a lot. Thatʼs when I decided
to start rolling through the middle
and top.”

Tim Shafferʼs charge to the run-
ner-up spot started from the out-
side of row four. Strong right from
the drop of the initial green, the
nearby Aliquippa, Pa., native was
solidly inside the top-five just be-
fore the midpoint of the 30-lap pro-
gram, eventually driving around a
pair of cars battling for position,

Dave Blaney and Jac Hauden-
schild, to move into second on lap
16.

Forced to battle in traffic for the
next four circuits, Shaffer and Hau-
denschild exchanged positions
again on lap 20, just before the
main eventʼs third and final caution
appeared on lap 21. A sound
restart attempt allowed Shaffer to
battle back by Haudenschild, and
that is where he stayed.

Parker Price-Miller also used the
eveningʼs last caution to gain posi-
tions in the running order, bouncing
ahead from fifth to third by the com-
pletion of lap 23.

The first two cautions of the
main event appeared on the open-
ing circuit and lap nine, respec-
tively. The caution during the
opening green involved seven

competitors, ultimately forcing a
complete restart.

All Star Visit to
Bedford Speedway

Cancelled
BEDFORD, PA - Due to heavy,

overnight rain, as well as additional
precipitation in the forecast, Bed-
ford (Pa.) Speedwayʼs Roy Morral
Classic featuring the Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 has been can-
celled for Sunday, June 3.

At this time, no make-up date
has been discussed. Tony Stew-
artʼs All Stars will now look ahead
and begin preparations for a three-
race swing through the Empire
State on Friday through Sunday,
June 8-10.
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Lernerville for Second All
Star Victory of 2018

After leading all but two laps, Aaron Reutzel celebrates his second win of the season in victory lane at
Lernersville Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



POCOLA, OK -
Picking up his 15th ca-
reer win with the
American Bank of
Oklahoma ASCS Red
River Region pre-
sented by Smiley's
Racing Products, Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. banked
$2,000 at Tri-State
Speedway on Satur-
day night.

Sam's fourth
ASCS sanctioned win
of the season, the Hei-

dbreder No.15h was joined on the
podium by Harli White and Sean
McClelland. Making his first ASCS
start of the season, Oklahoma's
Zach Chappell was fourth with
Blake Hahn fifth.

Layne Himebaugh, Wally Hen-
son, Lance Norick, Fred Mattox,
and Michael Bookout made the
top-ten.

Up next for the American Bank
of Oklahoma ASCS Red River Re-
gion presented by Smiley's Racing
Products is two nights with the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by Sawblade.com
for Speedweek action at Lawton
Speedway on June 13 and Creek
County Speedway on June 14.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up the over 150 across the
ASCS Nation in 2018, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com,
follow on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Seth Bergman On Top
With ASCS Red River
at Red Dirt Raceway
MEEKER, OK - The debut of the

American Bank of Oklahoma ASCS
Red River Region presented by
Smiley's Racing Products at
Meeker, Oklahoma's Red Dirt
Raceway was a thrilling one with
Washington's Seth Bergman claim-
ing Friday's $2,000 prize.

Bergman's seventh career win
with the Red River Region, the No.
23 gave chase at the drop of the
green as Sean McClelland darted
into the lead. Running the low line
of the quarter-mile oval, McClelland
paced the field the first four laps be-
fore Seth overtook the No. 22 on
the cushion.

Under some pressure as the
leaders worked through traffic, cau-
tions would allow Seth to pull away

with the race's final restart on Lap
23 putting the No. 15h of Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. runner-up in the
lineup. Not able to advance to the
point, Seth's win is his fourth in
ASCS competition in 2018.

Sam Hafertepe, Jr. in second
was joined on the podium by Sean
McClelland. From ninth, Blake
Hahn advanced to fourth with Alex
Sewell making the top-five. Fred
Mattox, Cameron Hagin, Lance
Norick, Ace McCarthy, and Charles
McManus completed the top-ten.

Kelly Miller Doubles
Up With ASCS Frontier

With Gillette Score
GILLETTE, WY - Charging

through the field Saturday for his
second win in as many nights with
the Brodix ASCS Frontier Region,
Canada's Kelly Miller picked up the
win Saturday night at Gillette Thun-
der Speedway.

Coming from eighth, Miller was

the third driver to lead the way at
Gillette.

Leading early on, Montana's
David Hoiness paced the first four
laps before relinquishing the top-
spot to Ned Powers. Suffering an
engine failure under the bonnet of
his No. 0 machine, Miller took over
the lead on the ninth revolution.

Making the trip from Green

River, Wy., Zach Taylor finished
second with South Dakota's Eric
Lutz finishing third from seventh.
David Hoiness would end up fourth
with Wyoming's Anthony
Farnsworth rolling from 14th to fifth.

Mark Chisholm, Clint Anderson,
T.J. Thorne, James Setters, and
Cody Masse completed the top-
ten.

The Brodix ASCS Frontier Re-
gion races next on Friday, June 8
at Gallatin Speedway in Belgrade,
Mont. and Saturday, June 9 at Big
Sky Speedway in Billings, Mont.

Kelly Miller Opens
ASCS Frontier Season
With Victory at Black

Hills Speedway
RAPID CITY, SD - Opening the

2018 season at Black Hills Speed-
way, Canada's Kelly Miller raced to
his third career victory with the
Brodix ASCS Frontier Region. The
third leader of Friday's 25 lap A-
Feature, the No. 2jr of Miller raced
to the point from the fourth starting
spot.

Chasing Clint Anderson on the
opening lap, the second revolution
saw Eric Lutz in control. Leading
until Lap 17 as the track went under
yellow flag conditions, a bobble on
the restart was enough for Miller to
pounce.

Setting the pace from Lap 18 on,
Miller was joined on the podium by
Eric Lutz and Clint Anderson. Com-
ing from eighth, Montana's David
Hoiness finished fourth with
Wyoming's Blayne Brink following
from ninth to make up the top-five.

Jess Beckett crossed sixth with
14th starting, T.J. Thorne in sev-
enth. Adam Speckman from 13th
was followed by Ben Holmberg
from 15th with Idaho's James Set-
ters rolling from 19th to complete
the top-ten.
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ASCS Red River at Tri-State

Sam Hafertepe Jr. celebrates his 15th career win with the ASCS
Red River Region at Tri-State Speedway. (ASCS photo)

Kelly Miller celebrates in victory lane after winning at Gillette Thun-
der Speedway. Kelly also won the previous night at Black Hills
Speedway.  (ASCS photo)

Seth Bergman celebrates with his family and crew in victory lane
after winning at Red Dirt Raceway. (Mike Howard photo)



ISM Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ -

ISM Raceway re-
moved its 130-foot-
high Race Control
Tower in spectacular
fashion as part of its
$178 million ISM
Raceway Project
Powered by DC Solar.
NASCAR Vice Chair-
man Mike Helton
donned a hard hat and
led the demolition by
getting behind the
wheel of a Cat D8T
dozer. Helton was
joined by ISM Race-
way President Bryan

R. Sperber, members of the Okland
Construction team and ISM Race-
way fans to mark the major mile-
stone. 

A brand-new 6,300-square-foot
Race Operations structure will sit
high above the new start/finish line
near the famous dog leg. The new
structure will feature 162 linear feet
of glass, providing excellent views
of ISM Raceway.

New Hampshire
Motor Speedway

LOUDON, NH - New Hampshire
Motor Speedway is well known for
its NASCAR race weekends, but
the summer is filled with other
events as well. The property has a
jam-packed fun-filled month with
events throughout June, including
Dale Jr. Foundationʼs Safe Kids
301, the 95th annual Loudon Clas-
sic as part of Motorcycle Week, the
Short Track Showdown and more.

“We love to make people smile
when they come to New Hamp-
shire Motor Speedway,” started
David McGrath, New Hampshire
Motor Speedwayʼs executive vice
president and general manager.
“We want everyone that walks
through the gates to have a fun day
with their families and friends.
When we see smiles on everyoneʼs
faces, we know we did our job as
the leader of motorsports activities
in the Northeast.”

The month of June opens with
the Boston Chapter of the BMW
Club of America. This June 2 event
provides an opportunity to other
members to meet BMW lovers as
well as enjoy show love to their ul-
timate driving machines. 

The Sports Car Club of New
Hampshire will make two Autocross
appearances at NHMS this month,
on June 3 and June 24. Are you
ready to get behind the wheel, and
put your sports car driving skills
through the test of a time-trial com-
petition? Registration is required.

The 14th annual Dale Jr. Foun-
dation Safe Kids 301, previously
named the Safe Kids 500, on June
6 gives kids and families the
chance to take a couple of laps
around the track on their very own
bicycle for free. Kids will also learn
about health and safety at the fair
held in the infield garage. Registra-
tion begins at 5:00 p.m., and the
track will be open from 5:30-7:30
p.m. Last fall, the event was re-
branded during the Jr. Nation Ap-
preci88tion Tour, which celebrated
the retirement of Dale Earnhardt Jr.
and included an $8,800 donation
from the New Hampshire Chapter
of Speedway Children's Charities
and NHMS for helmets for this
year's event. 

Laconia Motorcycle Week kicks
off with the Vintage Motorcycle
Swap Meet and the Cystic Fibrosis
Trail Ride – both June 8-10. The
U.S. Classic Racing Associationʼs
FIM North American Vintage Road
Racing Championships are June 9-
10, and Motorcycle Week contin-
ues through June 16 with NHMS
serving as the perfect place to stop
for demo rides, vendor displays,
food, entertainment and more as
the way to event headquarters at
Weirs Beach. Additionally, the 95th
annual Loudon Classic will take
place June 15-17. Itʼs the longest
running motorcycle race in America
and has been held on-site since
long before the speedway was
built, when it was simply a road
course knows as Bryar Motorsports
Park.

The Mini Oval Series Legends
and Bandolero Divisions will race
on the 0.25-mile mini oval, which is
located between turns 1 and 2 on
the NHMS oval, June 16. The se-
ries pull drivers from across New
England and hosts some combina-
tion races with the local Amsoil
NELCAR Legends Tour, based in
Maine. You can also see these se-
ries at Monadnock Speedway on
June 9 and Speedway 51 on June
23.

June 16-17 you can catch the
Moat Mountain Road Course Se-
ries on the 1.6-mile road course,
featuring drivers from across New
England who compete in monthly
doubleheaders that coincide with
the Loudon Road Race Series
weekends. The road course chal-
lenges drivers with difficult eleva-
tion changes and tight switchback
turns that go both left and right.

The New England Short Track
Showdown will showcase the four
pillars of the New England racing
community: the Valenti Modified
Racing Series, Granite State Pro
Stock Series, North East Mini
Stock Tour and Street Stock Show-
down, June 23-24.

The Rusty Wallace Racing Ex-
perience offers both driving and
ride-along experiences. Driving
packages vary from a basic four-
lap experience to a robust 50-lap
run. Opportunities to drive or ride
on NHMS come on June 30, July 1
and 28-29 and Sept. 15-16. 

The NH Karting Association
comes to NHMS June 30 and is an
affordable opportunity for aspiring
racers of all ages. The local series
runs most of its races on the spe-
cially-designed Reserved RV Kart-
ing Course, which includes a
portion of the legendary bowl in the
NHMS road course. 

For full schedule and ticket in-
formation on all 2018 events at
New Hampshire Motor Speedway, ,
please stop by the ticket office, visit
the speedway website at
www.NHMS.com, or call Fan Rela-
tions at (603) 783-4931.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Multi-

platinum MCA Nashville recording
artist Josh Turner will entertain fans
at Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway on
Saturday, July 7, with
a pre-race concert
prior to the 60th an-
nual Coke Zero
Sugar 400, a Monster

Energy NASCAR Cup Series
event.

Turner, from Hannah, South
Carolina, is considered a disciple of
traditional country music and is one
of the youngest members of the
legendary Grand Ole Opry. From
his 2003 platinum-selling debut
Long Black Train to his most recent
2017 Billboard No. 1 release, Deep
South, Turner has garnered multi-
ple GRAMMY, CMA, and ACM
nominations. Turnerʼs hits include
“Your Man,” “Why Donʼt We Just
Dance,” “Firecracker,” “Would You
Go with Me,” “All Over Me,” and
“Time Is Love,” the most played
country song of 2012. Turner re-
leased his acclaimed sixth studio
album Deep South in March featur-
ing the No. 1 hit single “Hometown
Girl.”

“Josh Turner continues our com-
mitment to providing our fans with
a complete entertainment experi-
ence on race days,” said Daytona
International Speedway President
Chip Wile. “Josh is a perfect fit for
the Coke Zero Sugar 400 week-
end. His music has deep traditional
roots. The same can be said for our
July race, which is a classic Ameri-
can sports tradition – and a perfect
way to celebrate the Independence
Day holiday weekend.”

A limited quantity of VIP ticket
packages are available, providing
fans with special access to Turnerʼs
pre-race concert that will be staged
along pit road. VIP Pit packages
start at $135 and include:

• A reserved ticket for the Coke
Zero Sugar 400

• Pre-Race/UNOH Fanzone ac-
cess

• Admission to the VIP viewing
area in front of the stage for the
pre-race concert

Fans that have already pur-
chased Coke Zero Sugar 400 tick-
ets can upgrade their experience to
the VIP Pit package for $75. 

Tickets for the Coke Zero Sugar
400, Friday nightʼs Coca-Cola Fire-
cracker 250 and all Daytona Inter-
national Speedway events can be
purchased online at www.dayton-
ainternationalspeedway.com or by
calling 1-800-PITSHOP. Fans can
stay connected with Daytona Inter-
national Speedway on Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest,
YouTube and Snapchat, and by
downloading Daytona International
Speedwayʼs mobile app.

On
Tr
ac
k ISM Raceway removed its Race

Control Tower to make way for a
new Race Operations structure.

(ISM photo)



Volunteer
Speedway

BULLS GAP, TN -
Heath Alvey was
quickest in Crate Late
Model qualifying at
13.731 seconds, with
Jensen Ford of Jones-
borough close behind
at 13.739. With a
strong field of 30 cars
assembled and the
top-18 from time trials
locked in, a B-main
was held to determine
the 24-car starting
field. 

Ford jumped out
to the lead on the start over Alvey,
Rusty Ballenger, Josh Henry and
Logan Roberson. Henry wasted no
time quickly getting around Bal-
lenger for third on the second lap.
An early caution waved when
Trevor Sise and Jody Horton tan-
gled between turns one and two.

Off the ensuing double-file
restart, Ford powered back out
ahead while Alvey and Henry bat-
tled for second place. The action
behind the lead trio back through
the field involving Ballenger, Rober-
son, Ross White, Drew Kennedy,
Brandon Williams, Chase King,
Gary Crittenden, Greg Martin, Tim
Byrd and Parker Martin saw cars
two- and three-wide around the
high banks.

Henry got around Alvey for the
runner-up spot on lap 12, while
Kennedy was on the move forward
overtaking White, Roberson and
Ballenger to advance into fourth in
the running order. But out front the
race belonged to Ford as he cap-
tured his first win on the season
worth $1,500 over Henry, Alvey,
Kennedy and Roberson. 

Brad Davis of Tazewell set fast-
time at 14.630 seconds in Modified
Street qualifying to earn pole posi-
tion for the 20-lap feature. Davis
grabbed the lead at the start over
Wayne Rader and Gary Blanken,
with caution waving on lap 8 when
Robbie Buchanan and Kaleb Trent
wrecked between turns one and
two. 

Back under green Davis was
showing the way out front, while
Rader and Blanken battled for sec-
ond. Blanken got around Rader just
past the halfway point and set his
sights ahead on Davis. Over the
final circuits Davis had Blanken ap-
plying pressure, and had to hold on
for a hard-earned second win of the
season. Finishing behind Davis
was Blanken, Rader, Shannon
Emery and David Clark.

Lee Merritt of Knoxville visited

familiar territory - victory lane - fol-
lowing his fifth Classic win on the
season. Merritt was chased to the
checkered flag by Will Carey, Chris
Worsham, Shaun Sise and Eli
Keck.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Persistent

rain showers have forced Kingsport
Speedway officials to postpone the
event scheduled for Friday, June 1.
The next race at “The Concrete
Jungle” is scheduled for Friday,
June 8th. Grandstands will open at
5 p.m. and racing will begin at 8
p.m.  For up-to-date information,
visit newkingsportspeedway.com
and follow updates on our social
media.

(Last weekʼs photo of Kres
VanDyke, winner at Kingsport
Speedway was credited to Ran-
dall Perry mistakenly. The photo
was submitted by Drew Hier-
warter.)

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Mark

Smith of Sunbury out-raced a
strong field of 360 sprint cars to
claim his fourth out of five Kramer
Cups at Selinsgrove Speedway
Saturday night in the 30-lap tribute
race in memory of former cham-
pion and Hall of Fame Driver
Kramer Williamson. 

The $2,573 victory was Smithʼs
first of the year and 23rd career in
358-360 sprint car competition at
Selinsgrove Speedway at the
wheel of the Mach 1 Chassis M1.
Smith also won the Ray Tilley Clas-
sic for 410 sprint cars at the track
in April. 

Bryan Bernheisel of Lebanon
won the May 5 makeup 20-lap lim-
ited late model feature, while
George Dixon Jr. of Hesston took
the checkers in the regularly sched-
uled feature. 

Shaun Lawton of Bloomsburg
scored his first win of the season
after an exciting side-by-side race
with Kyle Bachman of Selinsgrove
in the 15-lap pro stock race. 

Bob Bussey of Northumberland
also notched his first win of the
year by inches in a three-wide fin-
ish in the 12-lap roadrunner fea-
ture. 

Selinsgrove Speedway will be
back in action at 7 p.m. Saturday,
June 9, with Stock Car Saturday
Night sponsored by Jeffʼs Auto
Body & Recycling Center featuring
the first-ever appearance by the
Northeast Ultimate Super Late
Model Series in the 30-lap Show-
down on Sand Hill paying $3,000 to
win. 

Another sanctioning group that
will be making its first stop at
Selinsgrove June 9 will be the
Mason Dixon Limited Late Model
Series in a $1,000-to-win 20-lap
race. The pro stocks and roadrun-
ners will round out the program. 

JJ Grasso started on the front
row at the wheel of a KramerKraft
sprint car and powered into the
early lead in the Kramer Cup race
after a brief duel with polesitter
Chad Layton. On the second circuit
third-place starter Mark Smith
began to apply heavy pressure to
the leaders. 

The race was slowed on lap
three when Michael Walterʼs car
rolled to a stop in turn four. When
the race resumed, Grasso set a tor-
rid pace as Smith advanced to sec-
ond and Layton held down third. 

By lap eight, the leaders began
to encounter slower traffic and
Smith moved into striking distance.
In turn four, Smith pulled a slider on
Grasso to take command of the
field. On the 10th circuit, Layton
drove by Grasso for second and
kept the leader in his sights. 

With 10 laps remaining, Smith

navigated through traffic at a blis-
tering pace with Layton, Grasso,
fourth-place starter Jason Shultz
and 12th-place starter Davie
Franek in tow. 

The leaders got caught in a web
of lapped traffic with two laps to go
which produced some intense mo-
ments. The second and final cau-
tion flag waved on lap 29 when
Mallie Shuster made contact with
the third turn guardrail. 

On the final restart, Smith led the
chase to the checkered flag as a
shuffle for the top five spots took
place behind him. Smithʼs margin
of victory was just one second over
Layton, Franek, Shultz, and ninth-
place starter Ryan Kissinger. 

In the make up limited late
model feature from May 5, polesit-
ter Bryan Bernheisel, who already
won two races in super late model
competition at the track this year,
pulled into the lead with second-
place starter Todd Snook in pursuit.
A lap later, third-place starter Je-
remy Ohl and Snook see-sawed for
the runner up position. 

With five laps remaining, fourth-
place starter George Dixon Jr
began to show some speed and
took over the third position while
Snook remained in striking dis-
tance of leader Bernheisel. The
race was stopped briefly on lap 16
when Tim Krape and Matt Nailor
got together on the backstretch. No
drivers were injured. 

For the final restart, Bernheisel
held command of the field while
Snook and Dixon battled for the
second spot. At the finish, Bern-
heisel was victorious over Snook,
Dixon, Ohl, and Jim Yoder. 

In the regularly scheduled race
for the limited late models, a multi-
car melee unfolded in turn one on
the start. Fortunately almost all of
the drivers were able to restart the
race. Polesitter Derick Garman
raced into the lead when the green
flag waved again with fifth-place
starter George Dixon Jr. streaking
into second. 

With five laps down, Garman led
the field with Dixon in striking dis-
tance. Three laps later, Dixon used
a lapped car to his advantage by
diving to the bottom of the race
track in turn four to take the lead
away from Garman. 

The final five laps saw an in-
tense race unfold at the front of the
pack between Dixon, Garman, and
13th-place starter Steve Campbell.
At the finish, Dixon took the check-
ered flag by 3.4 second over Gar-
man, Campbell, ninth-place starter
Bryan Bernheisel, and Snook. 

Shaun Lawton stormed into the
(Continued on Next Page…)
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Jensen Ford is all smiles after winning his first feature of the year
at Volunteer Speedway. (CHAD WELLS photo)



(Continued…)

lead from his fourth
starting position in the
pro stock feature. Law-
ton was chased by
fifth-place starter Kyle
Bachman and second-
place starter Cory
Long. 

On the second cir-
cuit, sixth-place starter
Brandon Moser moved
into the third position
and started reeling in
the leaders. By the
halfway point, Lawton
and Bachman were
locked into a side-by-

side battle for the lead and win. 
Bachman made numerous at-

tempts to gain an edge over Law-
ton but Lawton maintained the
momentum using the outside line.
After drag racing around the half-
mile oval for the entire second half
of the race, Lawton took the check-
ers by just .41 of a second over
Bachman, Moser, Long, and Noah
Jensen. 

Bob Bussey drove into the lead
from his third starting spot in the
roadrunner race. Bussey first had
to contend with polesitter Jake
Jones until fourth-place starter
Keith Bissinger and three-time win-
ner and fifth-place starter Ryan
Zook closed in on the leader. 

For most of the 12 lap race,
Bussey had Bissinger and Zook
racing in his shadow. Coming off
turn four for the checkered flag,
both Bissinger and Zook dropped
to the bottom of the race track in a
last-ditch effort to snag the win
away from Bussey but fell just
inches short. 

Bussey was victorious in a
three-wide finish over Bissinger,
Zook, Jones, and Tom Underwood.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - Itʼs just a

few short days away.  The worldʼs
elite in Modified racing will invade
the southwest Kansas town of
Dodge City for the first time since
2004.

On Friday night, June 8, the
United States Modified Tour Series
(USMTS) take to the 3/8-mile
Dodge City Raceway Park for a
$3,000-to-win, $300-to-start tilt that
is a must-see for fans throughout
the region.

Along with the worldʼs premier
touring Modified series, the Friday
night event will feature IMCA Sport
Modifieds, IMCA Stock Cars and
IMCA Hobby Stocks as well.

Tucsonʼs Jake OʼNeil currently
sits atop the USMTS National

points charts ahead of the Las
Cruces, NM, shoe Johnny Scott,
Minnesotaʼs Lucas Schott, Las
Crucesʼ Stormy Scott and Happy,
TX, native Rodney Sanders.

Others among the current top
ten in USMTS points include Zack
VanderBeek, Dereck Ramirez,
Terry Phillips, Jake Timm and Joe
Duvall.

While the race offers up a hefty
$3,000 winnerʼs share, a bonus will
be for grabs for those IMCA-legal
Modifieds taking part in the event.
The top finishing IMCA-legal Modi-
fied will earn an extra $300, with
another $200 for the second IMCA-
legal entry and $100 for the third
IMCA-legal entry.

Pre-entry for the event is $110
with race day entry of $125.  The
event will not award any DCRP
track points for IMCA Modifieds.
Championship points will be on the
line for the IMCA Sport Modifieds,
IMCA Stock Cars and IMCA Hobby
Stocks.

Tickets for the Friday, June 8,
USMTS event at Dodge City Race-
way Park are just $25 for adults for
adults while children 11 and under
are admitted free when accompa-
nied by an adult.  Pit passes are
$30.

In total, the 2018 season at
Dodge City Raceway Park is slated
for 17 nights of action, culminating
with the return of the World of Out-
laws Sprint Cars on Saturday night,
October 20.

The complete 2018 schedule of
events at Dodge City Raceway
Park is available at
http://www.dodgecityraceway.com/
schedule/.

Dodge City Raceway Park is lo-
cated on the south edge of Dodge
City, KS, on US 283, then 0.9 miles
west on US 56, then 0.1 miles
south.  For more information, con-
tact the track at 620-225-3277 or
check www.dodgecityraceway
.com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRING, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action with a Five-Star
Series program on Friday, June
1st.  Taking down feature wins on
the night were Chase Dowling in
the SK Modified feature, Tom Fearn
in the Late Model feature, Marcello
Rufrano in the SK Light feature, Je-
remy Lavoie in the Limited Late
Model feature, and George Bes-
sette, Jr. in the Street Stock fea-
ture.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, D.J. Burnham took the
early lead but he would lose the

lead to Chase Dowling on lap-4.
Matt Galko moved into second with
Todd Owen taking third as Burn-
ham slid back to fourth in line.
Michael Gervais, Jr. was fifth in line
with Eric Berndt all over his back
bumper in sixth.

With 14 laps complete, the order
was still Dowling up front with
Galko, Owen, Berndt, and Mike
Christopher, Jr. giving chase.  Ron-
nie Williams was up to sixth with
Gervais falling back to seventh in
line.  

With 10 laps to go, Dowling was
in command of the race with Berndt
behind him in second.  Owen was
third with Williams and Michael
Christopher, Jr. making up the top-
5.  Williams got around Owen to
take third on lap-33 and he began
to close in on Berndt in second.  

Dowling took the checkered flag
to pick up his first win of the 2018
season.  Berndt finished second
with Williams, Owen, and Christo-
pher rounding out the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, Michael Wray took the early
lead with Darrell Keane quickly
moving up to second.  Al Saunders
was third in line with Tom Fearn
quickly moving into fourth and Tyler
Leary was fifth in line.  Fearn went
by Al Saunders to take over third on
lap-9 and he took second from
Keane on lap-13 as Wray contin-
ued to lead the race.  Al Saunders
and Leary were still fourth and fifth
with Glen Reen up to sixth.  Cliff
Saunders spun in turn 4 to bring
the caution out with 14 laps com-
plete.

The caution came back out one
lap after the restart as Keane got
into the wall and came to a stop in
turn 3 with Chase Cook taking a
half spin in turn 3.  The next restart
saw Paul Arute go around in the
middle of turns 3+4 to bring the yel-
low right back out.  

Fearn nearly took the lead on
the restart but Wray held him off
and maintained the lead.  Leary
moved into third with Glen Reen
moving into fourth and Kevin Gam-
bacorta fifth as Shawn Thibeault
slid back several spots.  Fearn took
the lead from Wray on lap-17 with
Leary, Reen, and Gambacorta
making up the top-5.  

Fearn led Wray to the checkered
flag to pick up his third consecutive
win of the 2018 season.  Leary fin-
ished third with Reen and Gamba-
corta rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light Modified
feature event, Rich Hammann took
the lead at the green while SK Light
points leader Brett Gonyaw
dropped off the pace on the back-
stretch with a damaged left front

tire.  The caution came out with 2
laps complete as Ed Chicoski spun
in turn 3 and Gonyaw came to a
stop at the entrance to pit road.
Under the caution, Mark Bakaj
parked his car behind the pit wall
and was done for the evening.

Hammann got out of shape on
the restart and slid back in the field
as Chris Viens took over the lead
with Teddy Hodgdon and Marcello
Rufrano behind him.  Hodgdon
took the lead from Viens on lap-4
with Rufrano following him through
to take second.  Viens fell back to
fifth in line as Bryan Narducci was
up to third and George Nocera, Jr.
took fourth.

Rufrano took the lead from
Hodgdon on lap-7 and Narducci fol-
lowed him by to drop Hodgdon
back to third in line.  Narducci
pulled alongside Rufrano for the
lead on lap-8 and they ran side by
side for the lead until the caution
came out with 9 laps complete for
the cars of Joey Ferrigno and Mark
Alkas, who spun in turn 3.

Narducci looked like his car did-
nʼt fire off quite as quickly as
Rufrano on the restart and he fell
back to third in line behind Hodg-
don, but he took the spot back from
Hodgdon on lap-11.  Andrew
Molleur was up to fourth with No-
cera in fifth.  Molleur made a move
to take third from Hodgdon on lap-
13 while Narducci was slowly clos-
ing in on the bumper of Rufrano for
the lead.

Narducci caught Rufrano with 3
laps to go and was looking high
and low for a way to take the lead.
Narducci gave Rufrano a tap to the
bumper in turn 3 on the final lap but
Rufrano wasnʼt fazed as he calmly
took the checkered flag to pick up
his second consecutive win and
third of the 2018 season.

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature event, Matt Clement and
Duane Provost brought the field to
the green flag and they ran side by
side for the first lap before Alexan-
dra Fearn made a 3-wide move on
lap-2 to take over the race lead.
R.J. Surdell moved into second
with Ryan Fearn third as Clement
fell back to fourth and Provost fell
back to sixth, one spot behind
Justin Bren.

Ryan Fearn got into the back
bumper of Alexandra Fearn on lap-
16 while dueling for the lead with
Alexandra coming down pit road.
Ryan Fearn was parked for the re-
mainder of the feature by NASCAR
Officials    Lavoie took the check-
ered flag to pick up his third con-
secutive win of the 2018 season.
Patnode was hounding Surdell for
second.

Sh
or
Tr
ac
k


