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Count Joey
Logano and Roger
Penske as fans of the
third different set of
rules in the first three
races.

For now.
Logano figured

out how to put his No.
22 Ford out front Sun-
day at the Las Vegas
Motor Speedway, and,
more impor-
tantly, keep it

there to make Penske a
winning car owner for the
second consecutive week.

The newest twists to the
rulebook involved the addi-
tion of aero ducts that was
supposed to close the long
gaps between front-run-
ning cars. The devices,
along with a tapered spacer re-
duces horsepower by at least 25
percent, that was introduced a
week earlier at Atlanta, certainly did
that, but at the cost of passing.

It was easy to catch a car, but it
was nearly impossible to pass it.

“Itʼs insanely tough,” Martin
Truex Jr. said. “You have to hope
other guys run different lanes than
you. Itʼs hard to follow through the
corners. You have to be a half-sec-
ond quicker than they are to be
able to stay in line against them in
the corners. Itʼs really tough once
you get a few laps on your tires.”

Penske Racing teammates
Logano and Brad Keselowski, who
won at Atlanta, did their best to put
a positive spin on the new rules by
trading the lead three times in the
final 40 laps. Keselowski made one
final attempt coming off the fourth
turn on the last lap, but he didnʼt
have enough room to finish it off.

The fact he was racing against a
teammate is a big reason why Ke-
selowski didnʼt knock Logano out of
the way.

“I passed Joey with the lapped
traffic there and caught a break
there, and then lapped traffic cost
me the lead to Joey and he pulled
a good slide job,” Keselowski said.
“I tried to pull it back, and I was just
a touch too nice to him.”

Penske now has locked in two of
three spots awarded for the play-
offs. While everyone else is
stumped for answers, the leg-
endary car owner is fine with the
current set of rules.

“But clean air is – every car likes
that when they get out front,”

Penske said. “But I think the key
thing [Sunday] in the package that
nobody got out more than three or
four seconds. There were some pit
stops where people were out there,
but to me it shows that you can be
the leader but also you can be be-
hind and catch up, but I think that's
key for us, and to me it's execution
in the pits, and I think our engi-
neering team back in Mooresville
has really done a good job from an

aero standpoint, and obvi-
ously the Roush Yates en-
gines today were there.
You could see that when
we were dicing with the
other guys.

“But overall, it's
two weeks in a row. I'm
probably biased right now,
I checked the box to say I
love the package. Maybe

not next week, but so far so good.”
Added with an eight-inch-tall

rear spoiler – a blade that is so tall
the top two inches are made of
clear plastic so drivers can use
their rearview mirrors. That creates
so much downforce car actually are
quicker in the corners than in years
past, but decidedly slower on the
straightaways.

Whether the new package even-
tually will be deemed a success
wonʼt be decided by race team en-
gineers and NASCAR officials.

“I think it's not really up to me,
right? It's the fans,” said Steve
OʼDonnell, NASCAR Executive
Vice President and Chief Racing
Development Officer. “You want
higher ratings, and you want more
butts in seats ultimately. You want
rivalries out there and drivers get-
ting after it, and I think what hap-
pens in that situation is you have
more passes for the lead, and you
have cars closer together. So, I
think we're on the march to do that.
I think we saw some of that today,
but we can continue to improve
upon it.”

At least everyone has a baseline
to work from. Racing at Las Vegas
showed promise. It also proved to
be a work in progress.

“We've said from the beginning
that this is going to be a season
that we're going to analyze,”
OʼDonnell said. “We're not going to
every race say, was that a good
race, was that not. I know fans do
that, but for us directionally are you
improving upon where we wanted
to be, and if you look at last year
versus this year, I would say we

are. Was it a tremendous improve-
ment? Probably not. But again, as
a fan you want to see lead
changes.

A winnerʼs trophy helped cloud
Loganoʼs perspective.

“I thought the racing was awe-
some,” Logano said. “I don't really
know what else to give you if you
didn't like it. The racing is close,

you're side by side. There's ag-
gressive blocks and big moves and
bumping and banging. That's
NASCAR, baby. I don't really know
what else to tell you.”

Just wait a week. A different win-
ner will bring his own reason to like
the new package. Everyone else,
will keep looking for answers – and
complaining.
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Penske Racing Figures

Out New Package

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an

online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have

been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:

Fast Forum 2-3 OffTrack 9

Monster Energy Cup 4 ARCA/CRA Racing 10

XFINITY 5 World of Outlaws 11-13

Gander Outdoors Trucks 6 OnTrack 14-17

NASCAR Touring 8 ShorTrack 18-20

P.A.S.S. 9

ON THE COVER:
MENCS - SARAH CRABILL/GETTY IMAGES

NASCAR XFINITY - JONATHAN FERREY/GETTY IMAGES
GANDER OUTDOOR TRUCKS - SARAH CRABILL/GETTY IMAGES

Joey Logano (22) holds to the bottom of the track to pass team-

mate Brad Keselowski (2) to put himself in place to win the race at

Las Vegas Motor Speedway this weekend. This puts Penske Rac-

ing in the win column two weeks in a row. (JOHN HARRELL-

SON/NKP photo)



When NASCAR
announced last year a
new rules “package”
for the Monster En-
ergy Cup Series for
2019, the questions
began to surface con-
cerning the actual on-
track racing. Intense
work began in race
shops by engineers
and teams to develop
the best possible race
car to take to each
race.

Daytona was basi-
cally Daytona with little or no new
rules than in previous seasons.
Last week at Atlanta, the first race
with the new package produced a
variety of mixed results. However,
based on the opinion of several
major owners of MECS teams, the
results received a passing grade.

Now, it was on to the Las Vegas
Motor Speedway and the third race
of the 2019 season. Cup teams
tested the new package in Vegas
last month, but this weekend, the
debut of the full 2019 rules pack-
age with 550 horsepower and aero
ducts would be put to the test.

Practice didnʼt provide any un-
usual questions or issues that
werenʼt previously experienced
during the test. However, qualifying
for the Pennzoil 400 MECS event
brought an entirely new look to the
weekend. The new package re-
quired the drivers to rely more on
the draft than the raw power and
speed of their car. The result cre-
ated a multitude of interesting com-
ments.

The qualifying format of three
sessions with decreasing number
of cars in each session provided
some interesting strategy and re-
sults. The final round of twelve driv-
ers racing for the pole award
resembled a two-lap trophy dash at
your local short track. Cars pulled
from their pit location and sat at the
end of pit road until around only 90
seconds remained in the five-
minute session. Then, it looked like
the “Oklahoma Land Rush” as cars
exited pit road. Everyone was play-
ing the “waiting game” and didnʼt
want to be the first car to go on the
track. The mad rush off pit road to
qualify for the final twelve created
several close calls and near acci-
dents even before they got on the
track.

Needless to say, the two-lap
dash against the clock was enter-
taining as well as strategic. With
only 90 or so seconds to post a fast

lap, the jockeying for position in the
draft was crucial. Under this current
state of qualifying, the fastest car
doesnʼt appear to be rewarded.
The car in front of this qualifying
pack has little or no chance to be
quickest. Instead, the race for top
qualifier comes down to which car
leaves pit road at the perfect time
and receives help from cars both in
front and behind him. Obviously,
the comments after the final quali-
fying ses-
sion were
quite inter-
esting.

“I used
to have
fun on Fri-
dayʼs, and
that wasnʼt
very fun,”
R y a n
B l a n e y
stated.

“Whatever the fans want, I
guess,” Kyle Busch added. “You
have to put yourself in the right po-
sition. Itʼs not about the fastest car,
you need a little luck on your side.
Itʼs very stressful and not as easy
as running by yourself to qualify.”

“I prefer the single car qualifying,
doing your own thing,” Ryan New-
man commented. “You shouldnʼt
have to pick or get in a line to qual-
ify. But, I guess thatʼs the direction
our sport is going. You have manu-
facturers manipulating manufactur-
ers and teams manipulating other
teams during these sessions.
Thatʼs not the way qualifying is sup-
pose to be.”

“Qualifying was interesting for
sure,” Matt DiBenedetto said. “Was
it fun? No. Itʼs hard to decide which
car to follow to get a draft, espe-
cially when are slowing to peel off
in turns three and four. I hope itʼs
fun for the fans.”

The race fans also chimed in
with their thoughts on the qualifying
sessions.

“I think whatʼs frustrating is that
the starting lineup will be set by
luck for the most part, not whoʼs the
fastest. If itʼs fun to watch though,
who cares? But yeah, without a
doubt the lineup wonʼt be an indi-
cator of whoʼs fast and whoʼs not.”

“This qualifying session and this
aero package is such a joke.
WTG,NASCAR.”

“Somebodyʼs going to wreck ten
other cars in qualifying one of these
weeks like Daytona 2015. Every-
body will regret group qualifying
with this new aero package.”

“Single car qualifying again,

please. Sure, this is entertaining,
but itʼs going to turn into a real clus-
ter.”

While this qualifying format will
certainly continue to raise ques-
tions, the Pennzoil 400 provided
another set of interesting thoughts.

After the event, Steve OʼDon-
nell, NASCAR Executive Vice
President and Chief Racing Devel-
opment Officer, answered ques-
tions from the media.

“Our goal was to bring cars
closer together, have more lead
changes,” OʼDonnell said. “But, I
was surprised there were no cau-
tions. 

“I think if we had more green flag
restarts, I believe you probably
would have seen one or two
wrecks, but weʼll see. Itʼs early, and
Iʼd rather err on the side of not
wrecking cars and having some
lead changes versus having that
happen through accidents.”

When asked to evaluate what he
saw on the track Sunday, OʼDon-
nell commented, “We wanted to
see the leader and the ability for a
second or third car to be in the run-
ning and have a shot and the abil-
ity to pass. We saw that. In the final
segment, we had the top four within
2.5 seconds, so directionally I think
better for sure, but not satisfied. Iʼm
a race fan first, and I liked what I
saw, but I think thereʼs also more to

come hopefully.”
“I think it was good to see guys

come up through the pack and
make a pass for the lead,” O”Don-
nell added. “But still work to do. Itʼs
early. Three different winners, three
races, so weʼll take this one
(Vegas) and head to Phoenix.”

One of the more interesting
questions to OʼDonnell centered on
the pit road penalties issues to two
teams during the race. In both in-
stances, a pit crew member, not a
member of the over-the-wall crew,
reached across pit wall and their
hand touched inside the pit box.
Both teams were assessed too
many men over the wall penalties
and their car had to make a “drive
through” penalty.

“Thatʼs the way the rule is writ-
ten, so we made the call,” OʼDon-
nell answered. “Weʼll go back and
continue to look at it, but under the
rule, thatʼs the call we needed to
make.”

Iʼm certain youʼll hear a lot more
discussion between teams and
NASCAR concerning this rule and
the resulting penalties.

So, Las Vegas is in the record
books. Are there more questions
now than answers concerning the
new rule package and qualifying
format? Maybe. Hopefully, the one-
mile Phoenix challenge will provide
some better answers.
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Kevin Harvick is all smiles after winning the Busch Pole Award, but

it was not for the fastest lap, more for being in the right place at

the right time. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)



LAS VEGAS, NV -
It was a victory for
Joey Logano.

It was a victory for
Team Penske.

It was a victory for
NASCARʼs new
higher-downforce,
lower -horsepower
competition package,
which debuted in full

flower on Sunday at Las Vegas
Motor Speedway.

In a pitched battle between
teammates, Logano held off Brad
Keselowski on the final lap of the
Pennzoil 400 to score the second
straight victory for Team Penske
and the second straight for the new
Ford Mustang, which was intro-
duced into the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series this year.

Pennzoil sponsored both the
race and Loganoʼs car.

"I said we're going to do donuts
on that giant infield logo after the
race, and we were able to do it,"
said Logano, who won for the first
time this season, the first time at
Las Vegas and the 22nd time in his
career. 

"What a great race. Brad and I
were so evenly matched, and you
just can't drive away (with the lead).

In the last five or six laps, Brad was
catching me so quick, and I got
stuck behind a lapped car. Man, it
was so close. Lots of fun – my
hearts still running hard.”

Keselowski, who won last week
at Atlanta, had a huge run through
Turns 3 and 4 on the final lap, but
Logano was able to clear his team-
mate off the final corner – with
inches to spare – straighten his No.
22 Ford and head for the check-
ered flag.

"Yeah, I figured he'd run up
against the wall there, and he
made up more ground than I
thought he would,” Logano said.
“He made such a good run and I
just barely cleared him there at the
end.

"Team Penske going 1-2 shows
the kind of speed we've got this
season."

On Lap 240 of 267 in a race
whose only two cautions were the
breaks between stages, Ke-
selowski passed Logano in traffic to
take the lead. Four laps later,
Logano returned the favor and held
the top spot the rest of the way.

“It was a good battle,” Ke-
selowski said. “We were both run-
ning really hard on the top. It
seemed to come down to what the

lapped cars were going to do. The
lapped cars screwed the leader,
and the second-place guy got a re-
ally good run. 

“It happened over and over
again. First, Joey got hosed by a
lapped car, and I got by him. Then
I got hosed by a lapped car, and he
got by me. But it was definitely a
good event.”

In the end, the event came down
to the final few laps, with Ke-
selowski trimming Loganoʼs lead
from just over a second to next-to-
nothing with two laps left. Ke-
selowskiʼs last-ditch try through the
final two corners came up just

short. The driver of the No. 2 Ford
would have liked one more lap to
settle the issue.

“I'd sure like to find out,” Ke-
selowski said. “I passed Joey with
the lapped traffic there and caught
a break there, and then lapped traf-
fic cost me the lead to Joey and he
pulled a good slide job (off Turn 4
on the final lap).

“I tried to pull it back, and I was
just a touch too nice to him.”

Kyle Busch recovered from a pit
road speeding penalty to run third,
his chances to make the final run a
three-way fight for the win ending
when he ran afoul of traffic on the
final three laps. Pole winner Kevin
Harvick dominated the first stage,
but the handling of his No. 4 Ford
deteriorated in the second half of
the race, as it had done last week
at Atlanta. He finished fourth.

Kurt Busch parlayed a divergent
pit strategy into a fifth-place run.
Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Aric Almirola,
Martin Truex Jr., Chase Elliott and
Daytona 500 winner Denny Hamlin
completed the top 10.

Logano led 86 laps, second only
to Harvickʼs 88. With the race run-
ning green except for the stage
breaks, 18 cars finished on the lead
lap.

The new competition package
kept the racing closer at the front
and more fluid within the pack. The
event produced 47 green-flag
passes for the lead versus nine in
last yearʼs race. All told, there were
19 lead changes at the completion
of laps as opposed to 11 in 2018. 

Seventeen drivers each ac-
counted for more than 100 green-
flag passes, according to
NASCARʼs loop data.
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Joey Logano

Out-Duels Teammate

for Las Vegas Victory

Race winner Joey Logano gets his checkered flag from the flagman before celebrating his burnout at

Las Vegas Motor Speedway. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)

Joey Logano (22) leads the pack in some tight racing at Las

Vegas. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)



LAS VEGAS, NV -
It took successful a
gamble, a serendipi-
tous caution and a
couple of overtimes for
Las Vegas native Kyle
Busch to win a second
NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries race on his home
track, but Busch beat
the odds in Saturdayʼs

Boyd Gaming 300.
A lap down at Las Vegas Motor

Speedway after an unscheduled pit
stop for a loose wheel, Busch ral-
lied to win his 93rd Xfinity race, ex-
tending his series record and  his
victory total across NASCARʼs
three national series to 197.

Having also won Friday nightʼs
NASCAR Gander Outdoors Truck
Series event, Busch will now go for
the third three-race weekend
sweep of his career in Sundayʼs
Pennzoil 400 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race (12:30
p.m. ET on FOX, PRN and Sir-
iusXM NASCAR Radio).

After a wreck in the first overtime
ruined the chances of reigning
champion Tyler Reddick, Christo-
pher Bell, Austin Cindric and Zane
Smith, Busch held off John Hunter
Nemechek in the second overtime,
clearing the No. 23 GMS Racing
Chevrolet off Turn 4 on Lap 212
and beating Nemechek to the
checkered flag by .192 seconds a
lap later. 

But it was an early caution in the
second stage of the race that put
Busch in position to win. Busch had
come to pit road with the loose

wheel on Lap 15 and lost a lap to
the frontrunning cars. At the end of
Stage 1, won by Cole Custer,
Buschʼs crew chief, Ben Beshore,
took a gamble in keeping the driver
of the No. 18 Joe Gibbs Racing
Toyota on the track under caution
for the stage break.

Busch returned to the lead lap
with a wave-around but had to fight
through traffic on old tires. A cau-
tion on Lap 59, however, gave
Busch the opportunity he needed
to pit for tires, and after restarting
17th on Lap 63, Busch charged to
third by the end of the stage on Lap
90.

Passing Reddick for the lead on
Lap 111, Busch was out front for a
total of 98 laps, as the race went 13
laps beyond its scheduled dis-
tance.

"It was really tough to come
back from one of those setbacks,”
Busch said. “I wasn't sure how we
were going to be able to do it down
a set of tires. We got a lucky break
with a caution during the second
stage. 

"That kind of got us back on
cycle, and we were able to put the
first set (of tires) back on with fresh
wheels so we didn't have any more
issues there.

With Bell winning last week at
Atlanta, the new Toyota Supras
have won two straight races.

"It's cool to be able to back up
Christopherʼs win last week and get
the Supra back in Victory Lane with
me,” said Busch, who won in his
first of seven Xfinity starts this sea-
son. “I wanted to be the first one,

but he had to show me up a little bit
last week."

Busch is the only driver to
sweep three national-series events
in the same weekend, a feat he ac-
complished twice at Bristol, in 2010
and 2017. But a sweep at his home
track would be all the more mean-
ingful.

"I thought this was going to be
the toughest of the three (races),
because we could never get the
balance right," Busch said of the
Xfinity event. "I was either way too
tight or way too loose. I could never
find a happy medium.

"Overall, I feel like our Cup car is
pretty good. The car has some
speed. We ran a lot out there in the
pack and in traffic, and it's going to
be an interesting race (on Sunday).
Make sure everybody tunes in."

Las Vegas native Noah Gragson
ran third, followed by Austin Dillon
and Daytona winner Michael An-
nett.

Ryan Sieg, Ross Chastain,
Chase Briscoe, Custer and Justin
Haley completed the top 10.

Nemechek ran side-by-side with

Busch but couldnʼt keep up off Turn
4 on the penultimate lap.

“We gave him a run for his
money,” Nemechek said. “Iʼve been
beaten by Kyle too many times, in
late model races and now in the
Xfinity Series. Hopefully, we can
come out on top and build momen-
tum off of this.”

Bell grabbed the lead from
Busch on Lap 181 but brushed the
outside wall soon thereafter, and
Busch regained the top spot on Lap
182. Busch was a quarter-lap away
from the white flag when contact
between Custerʼs Ford and the
Toyota of Brandon Jones caused
the sixth caution and forced over-
time.

On the first attempt, Reddick
spun beneath Buschʼs Toyota in
Turn 4, knocked Bellʼs Toyota side-
ways, and triggered a wreck that
also collected Smith and Cindric.

That accident set up Buschʼs
winning dash and primed him for a
possible sweep on Sunday.

“To do it here in Las Vegas at my
home track would be huge,” Busch
said.

NAS
CAR

 Xf
init

y S
erie

s Kyle Busch Makes It

Two-in-Two Days with

NASCAR Xfinity Win

Race winner Kyle Busch (18) leads off the final restart with John Hunter Nemechek (23) battling to take the lead. (SARAH

CRABILL/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Kyle Busch poses with his race sponsors, the iK9.com representa-

tives before the race. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)



LAS VEGAS, NV -
Little would make Kyle
Busch happier than a
three-race weekend
sweep in his home
town. The driver of the
No. 51 Toyota took the
first step on Friday
night, winning the

Strat 200 NASCAR Gander Out-
doors Truck Series race at Las
Vegas Motor Speedway.

For the second straight week,
Busch swept both preliminary
stages before taking the checkered
flag. In his 2019 series debut last
Friday at Atlanta, Busch broke a tie

with NASCAR Hall of Famer Ron
Hornaday Jr. for most career victo-
ries. On Friday, he extended the
record to 53.

Despite leading 111-of-134 laps,
Busch complained of a tight han-
dling condition throughout much of
the race.

“We fought it in practice a little
bit,” said Busch, who now has 196
victories across all three of
NASCARʼs national series com-
bined. “We worked on it an awful lot
to make it better. (Crew chief) Rudy
(Fugle) and these guys did an
amazing job on this Cessna Tun-
dra. It was really, really fast. Just

kept working on it all night long –
every pit stop. 

“Itʼs cool to win here in your
home town, being in Las Vegas,
starting off a triple weekend. Hope-
fully, we can keep it going.”

Busch, who finished 1.211 sec-
onds ahead of runner-up and reign-
ing series champion Brett Moffitt,
will compete in Saturdayʼs Boyd
Gaming 300 Xfinity Series race be-
fore trying for his second Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series win at
Las Vegas on Sunday.

Busch already has two weekend
sweeps to his credit, both at Bristol
Motor Speedway.

Moffitt had one shot at Busch in
the closing laps after gaining
ground on the race winner during
the last cycle of pit stops. When
Busch came to pit road under
green on Lap 114, four laps after
Moffitt, he lost most of a three-sec-
ond lead as Moffitt ran those four
extra laps with new right-side tires. 

Moffitt got close to Buschʼs rear

bumper on Lap 119, but his No. 24
GMS Racing Chevrolet got loose
behind the No. 51 Toyota and fell
back. Nevertheless, the second-
place finish was a victory of sorts
for Moffitt, who recovered from a pit
road mistake – the rear air gun
hose was trapped beneath the rear
tire during a stop under caution on
Lap 33 – and worked his way back
through the field.

“We had to use our stuff up get-
ting back to the front – another pit
road mistake,” Moffitt said. “I had
one chance to get to (Buschʼs)
bumper. I knew it was going to be a
make-or-break move. Unfortu-
nately, it was ʻbreak.ʼ”

Matt Crafton rallied from early
rear end damage to run third. Stew-
art Friesen, who battled Busch dur-
ing the second stage and led 20
laps, finished fourth, followed by
Harrison Burton. Sheldon Creed,
Todd Gilliland, Johnny Sauter,
Ryan Reed and Ross Chastain
completed the top 10.
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Kyle Busch Gets a

Dominating

Home-Track Truck

Series Victory

Kyle Busch makes sure his #1 supporter (son Brexton) is with him in victory lane after winning the NASCAR Gander Outdoors Truck

race at Las Vegas Motor Speedway. (SARAH CRABILL/GETTY IMAGES photo)





LAS VEGAS, NV -
Hailie Deegan was not
to be denied.

In what she called
the biggest race of her
season and her “re-
bound race,” second
wasnʼt going to be
good enough.

Thanks to a last-
lap pass, she didnʼt
have to settle for a
runner-up finish. The

17-year-old from Temecula, Cali-
fornia, captured her second career
win and opened up the 2019 K&N
Pro Series West season in Victory
Lane in the Star Nursery 100 at the
Las Vegas Motor Speedway Dirt
Track.

After having a pedal extension
problem in her heat race forcing
her to start ninth, she slowly and
methodically worked her way into
the top five by the lap 51 break.
With some new tires and adjust-
ments, she restarted third behind
Derek Kraus and Jagger Jones.

Kraus was passed by Jones with
31 laps to go, and Deegan followed
him through. But the No. 6 got
smaller and smaller in her wind-
shield, racing out to a four-second
lead with 10 laps to go.

Just like she did before the mid-
way break, she slowly reeled Jones
in. As the white flag flew, Deegan
was in striking distance of Jones.

With the help of lapped traffic, the
No. 19 dove to the inside, cleared
Jones off Turn 2 and sped to the
checkered flag.

“In the end we wouldnʼt have
caught him if it werenʼt for the
lapped cars,” she said. “And they
got in his way. If I was him, Iʼd be
mad. Really mad. But some peo-
ples losses are other peoples wins
and we ended up getting it done. I
knew what we had to do to win. I
knew it was going to come down to
the last lap again and we made it
happen.”

The NASCAR Next driver was
not optimistic about her chances
pre-race, saying her car was ex-
tremely ill-handling and the track
wasnʼt conducive to her style of dirt
racing. But in the downtime be-
tween the heat and 100-lap main,
she did some homework and things
changed.

“Mostly just me working on my
lines,” she said. “The line I was try-
ing to run didnʼt work for my car, so
I had to move around and find
which line worked. Once we found
that, fixed the car, the car was
great. The track was still icy, and
we still werenʼt good, but it was bet-
ter than everyone else.”

The thrill of victory for some is di-
chotomous with the agony defeat
for others. In his first career K&N
Pro Series West start, Jones
seemed to be on his way to a vic-

tory.
Unfortunately for the 16-year-old

from Scottsdale, Arizona, and his
Sunrise Ford Racing team, circum-
stances dictated otherwise.

“Hailie definitely had a little more
speed at the end,” he said deject-
edly. “But I think I wouldʼve held her
off no problem, but lapped card cut
me off, pushed me right into the tire
on the last lap and Hailie was just
able to get underneath me. Defi-
nitely wanted that win.”

Jones wasʼt upset with Deegan
for the move. He was frustrated
with Kenny Bumbera, who made
life difficult for Jones on the final
lap. When the door opened, Dee-
gan kicked it down.

“Oh I think her move was fine,”
Jones said of Deeganʼs last lap
maneuver. “I mean she didnʼt really
do anything too bad. Itʼs just the

lapped car cut me off in front. It just
pushed me up the track. Once that
all happened she had a whole lane
to herself. It was kind of given to
her, which is unfortunate on the last
lap. It just sucks sometimes.”

Joey Tanner came home third in
his first career series race for Jef-
ferson Pitts Racing. Kody Vander-
wal and Todd Souza rounded out
the top five.

After leading a race-high 60
laps, Derek Kraus finished sixth
with Trevor Huddleston, Travis Mil-
burn, polesitter Austin Reed (led
the first eight laps) and Matt Levin
completing the top 10.

The Star Nursery 100 is sched-
uled to be broadcast on Tuesday,
March 5 at 6 p.m. on NBCSN.

The next K&N Pro Series West
event will take place Saturday,
March 30 at Irwindale Speedway.
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Hailie Deegan celebrates following her Star Nursery 100 victory at

the Las Vegas Motor Speedway Dirt Track. (Nigel Kinrade Photog-

raphy for NASCAR photo)



NAPLES, ME - In
racing, there are rarely
opportunities to do
something new and
different.  But, for
grassroots racers from
across North America,
they will get a chance
to do something that
covers both of those
characteristics when
they tackle the leg-
endary Richmond

Raceway for the inaugural PASS
Commonwealth Classic on Satur-
day afternoon, March 30th.  After
many feared their dreams would
not come true following a rainout at
Richmond last fall, entrants from
across the motorsports spectrum
are making their Richmond inten-
tions known from the Pro All Stars
Series (PASS) Super Late Models
to the Tour-Type Modifieds, Ameri-
can-Canadian Tour (ACT) Late
Models, MASS Street Stocks, and
Mini Stocks.

The PASS Super Late Models
will be featured in two events at
Richmond Raceway, with races for
the Open motor cars and Crate
motor cars.  And, it will be the first
chance to see the new Generation
6 body from FiveStar Race Car
Bodies.  With two national champi-
onship points paying races for the
PASS Super Late Models, several
drivers are looking to compete in
both 75 lap races, each of which
will pay $7,000 and $700 to
start.  Former PASS champions
and Oxford 250 winners, Ben
Rowe and Travis Benjamin, are
planning to compete in both races,

along with national championship
hopeful, Ray Christian, III.  Like
most of his fellow competitors, Ben-
jamin relishes every chance he can
get to race on the 3/4-mile speed-
way.

"Racing at Richmond will be an
awesome experience," says Ben-
jamin, driver of the Petit Motor-
sports #7.  "I think the racing will be
great, with a ton of great teams.  It
should be a really good time."

Among those entered for the
PASS Crate race include defending
Mason-Dixon MegaMeltdown win-
ner, Derek Ramstrom, as well as
Reid Lanpher, Jimmy Renfrew, Jr.,
Gabe Brown, Bryan Shipp, Garrett
Hall, and Mike Hopkins.

The PASS Open race will fea-
ture defending PASS National
champion, Derek Griffith, PASS
North and South champions, DJ
Shaw and Matt Craig, along with
Eddie MacDonald, Corey Heim,
Eddie Van Meter, JP Josiasse,
Nicholas Naugle, Trevor Noles,
Tate Fogleman, and Austin Reed,
who will be making the trek east
from California.

The ACT Late Models will be
competing in a 65-lapper at Rich-
mond Raceway and have 31 cars
entered as of today.  Jake Johnson
and Bryan Kruczek will be compet-
ing in both the ACT Late Model and
PASS Super Late Model
races.  Several big ACT names will
be in competition at Richmond in-
cluding Nick Sweet, Wayne Helli-
well, Jr., Tommy Carey, and Joey
Polewarcyzk.  

The Tour-Type Modifieds will be
making their return to Richmond for

the first time since 2002, utilizing
the popular rules package recently
used at New Smyrna Speedway
during Florida
Speedweeks.  Among those en-
tered include Robbie Babb, Dan
Clatterbuck, Richard Savory and
Anthony Sasely. New York's Jimmy
Zacharias has signed on and is ex-
cited to try and take home the
$7,000 winner's purse at Richmond
Raceway.

"I'm looking forward to it," says
Zacharias, who will pilot his familiar
Midstate Basement
Authorities/Sunoco Race Fuels
#71.  "It'll be a great experience to
get to race a Modified at such a fa-
cility as Richmond Raceway.  I've
seen the place on TV, but that's
about it.  I've never been on a track
like Richmond that I can compare
to so I'm really excited."

The grassroots racing action as
part of the PASS Commonwealth
Classic will be completed by events
for the MASS Street Stocks and
Mini Stocks, and both divisions
have shown great support from
competitors around the coun-
try.  Almost 30 MASS Street Stocks
are entered including Ricky Lock-
lair, Ron Flynn, Greg Barnette,
Stephen Sharp, and Mark Lushes.

While the North East Mini Stock
count has swelled to over 40 en-
tries and it looks like it will truly be
a border war with drivers from all
along the East Coast entered so
far. Multi-time North East Mini
Stock Tour (NEMST) winner, Nick
Anderson is entered, along with fel-
low New Englanders, Cory Plum-
mer, Jake Rheaume, Zach Audet,
and Devin Guyl.  But, top southern
runners like Michael Tucker,
Patrick Arch, Adam Thomas and
Virginia racers, Jessie Jones, IV,
Jesse Yopp, Jarrett Milam, and
Thomas Parmelee are signed up

as they look to defend their regionʼs
honor.

The PASS Commonwealth Clas-
sic weekend will begin on Thurs-
day, March 28 with optional hauler
parking and safety inspection from
12 - 4 PM.  On Friday, March 29,
rotating practice for all competing
divisions will be from 11 AM – 5
PM.  And then on Saturday, March
30, pit gates at Richmond Raceway
will open at 7 AM, with practice
from 9 AM – 12 PM, qualifying at 1
PM, and racing set to start at
around 4 PM.

Rules contacts for PASS Super
Late Models, Tour-Type Modifieds,
and MASS Street Stocks are also
posted at ProAll-
StarsSeries.com.  PASS Super
Late Model entry forms and the
complete weekend schedules for
the inaugural PASS Common-
wealth Classic at Richmond Race-
way, along with entry forms for
Thompson Speedway, Oxford
Plains Speedway, Hickory Motor
Speedway, and the 46th Annual
Oxford 250, can be found at ProAll-
StarsSeries.com.

The Pro All Stars Series is rec-
ognized as North Americaʼs pre-
mier sanctioning body for asphalt
Super Late Models and boasts
such marquee events as the leg-
endary Oxford 250 at Oxford Plains
Speedway, the Easter Bunny 150
at the historic Hickory Motor
Speedway, and the inaugural Com-
monwealth Classic at Richmond
Raceway.  For technical informa-
tion concerning all PASS divisions
please send questions to passrac-
ing@roadrunner.com.  For media
or marketing questions, please
contact Alan Dietz at 704-231-2039
or alandietzpass@live.com.  And,
donʼt forget to “Like” the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter @PASSSLM14.
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Super Late Model &
Modified Drivers Ready For

Their Shots at Richmond

HIGH POINT, NC -
The Bobby Labonte
Foundation, founded
by NASCAR cham-
pion racecar driver
and High Point busi-
nessman Bobby
Labonte, has earned
the Business High
Point - Chamber of
Commerce's presti-
gious Community Or-
ganization of the Year

award. The recognition came last
week at the annual Membership

Awards Celebration, on the heels
of the foundation's most successful
charity bike ride yet.

The 2018 Bobby Labonte Foun-
dation Charity Bike Ride rolled
through High Point, N.C. in Sep-
tember, and raised a record-break-
ing $50,000 through sponsorships,
participant fundraising, registration
fees, a VIP bike ride, and a cocktail
party. The proceeds funded grants
for three local non-profits: High
Point LEAP, Millis Regional Health
Education Center, and Ready for
School, Ready for Life. The organ-

izations align with the Bobby
Labonte Foundation's mission to
help build stronger foundations for
children and families.

Bobby Labonte celebrates his
foundation's recognition as Com-
munity Organization of the Year by
Business High Point - Chamber of
Commerce

"We are incredibly humbled to
be helping families in need right
here in our community," said
Labonte. "Business High Point's
award recognizes the tireless ef-
forts of my foundation's volunteers,
ride participants, and sponsors, as
well as the overall support of the
community. Hats off to Thomas
Built Buses, too. They've been an
amazing sponsor, and we are able
to significantly raise our level of im-

pact because of their partnership. I
couldn't be more proud of the
growth of our signature event, the
Charity Bike Ride, and the money
we've donated to all of the incredi-
ble local organizations we've sup-
ported over the years."

Thomas Built Buses, the charity
bike ride's title sponsor in 2018,
helped ensure the event was a suc-
cess. The High Point, N.C.-based
company supported the event by
providing donations, volunteers,
and hosting a kid's bike build with
their employees. More than 80 chil-
dren in need in the High Point area
were surprised with brand-new
bikes after the build.

For more information about the
Bobby Labonte Foundation visit
bobbylabontefoundation.org.
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Bobby Labonte Foundation
Awarded for Ongoing
Community Support



SALEM, IN -
ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by JEGS
officials have released
the entry form for the
series 2019 season
points opener at An-
derson Speedway on
Saturday, April 6th.
That event will be the
first of 12 point events
scheduled for the
ARCA/CRA Super Se-

ries during the 2019 season, the
23rd season of competition for the
series. 

Anderson Speedway is where
the series had its first ever event on
Saturday, April 26, 1997. April 6th
will be the 65th series event that
Anderson Speedway has hosted
since that Saturday in 1997, the
most of any track the series has
raced at. April 6th will be the only
opportunity for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series teams to get some
racing on the tight quarter mile prior
to the prestigious Redbud 400,
which will take place on Monday,
July 15th.

Anderson Speedway is once
again posting $5,000 for the winner
of the April 6th 125 lap event, an in-
crease of $2000 over the normal
winnerʼs payout for a 125 lap event.
2018 ARCA/CRA Super Series
Champion Josh Brock picked up
his first ever CRA win in this event
last year. Brock would go on to
claim the ARCA/CRA Super Series
2018 Chase for the Championship
at the Winchester 400, his first ever
Championship with CRA. 

The April 6th event will be the
first event in the “CRA Road to Bris-
tol” program for teams in the
ARCA/CRA Super Series. The win-
ner of the April 6th event will have a
guaranteed starting spot in the
Short Track U. S. Nationals at Bris-
tol Motor Speedway100 lap Super
Late Model feature, if that team
does not make it in through qualify-
ing. The Short Track U. S. Nation-
als at Bristol Motor Speedway will
take place on May 31st and June
1st this season. 

There will be an open practice at
Anderson Speedway on Friday,
April 5th, pits open at 3pm and
practice will run from 4pm until
7pm. Pits open on Saturday, April
6th at 11:30am. Practice will begin
at 2pm with qualifying starting at
4:30pm. The race program will
begin at 6pm and will include the

125-lap feature for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series. Also, on that
evenings race program will be the
Anderson Speedway Street Stocks
and Figure 8ʼs in a night full of
stock car racing action.

Additional track and event infor-
mation can be found at www.an-
dersonspeedway.com. 

More information on the
ARCA/CRA Super Series, including
the April 6th event entry form, can
be found on the CRA web site at
www.cra-racing.com.

Toledo Speedway and
Flat Rock Speedway

Events to be One Day
Shows in 2019

SALEM, IN - Champion Racing
Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials and Toledo Speedway and
Flat Rock Speedway officials have
announced that the ARCA/CRA
Super Series Powered by JEGS
events scheduled at both facilities
in 2019 will all be one day shows.
The two ARCA Sanctioned tracks
are owned by Ron Drager and are
managed by Scott Schultz. 

“We are making all three races
one day shows for the 2019 sea-
son,” remarked Scott Schultz, Man-
ager of Toledo and Flat Rock
Speedways. “The decision to make
these one day shows is to directly
reduce the cost to the race teams
for them to participate in all three of
these events. The Flat Rock event
has always been a one-day show,
we experimented with doing one
day shows with the Toledo events
in 2018 and had a great response
from the participating race teams!”  

“We really appreciate Toledo
Speedway and Flat Rock Speed-
way stepping up to reduce the cost
of our ARCA/CRA Super Series
teams to compete in their events in
2019,” remarked R.J. Scott, Man-
aging Partner with CRA. “This is
something we have tried to encour-
age our promoters to go to on our
regular events, to reduce the cost
for teams to participate in those
events. Hopefully those cost sav-
ings adjustments will help more
race teams participate in those
events and help keep teams racing
throughout the 2019 season!” 

The Ross Mortgage Spring 200
Presented by PNC Bank at Toledo
Speedway located in Toledo, Ohio
will take place on Saturday, April
20th, featuring a $4000 to win 100-

lap event for the ARCA/CRA Super
Series and a 100-lap event for the
ARCA Late Model Gold Cup Series
outlaw late models. The
ARCA/CRA Super Series teams
will get three 30 minute practice
sessions on Saturday, April 20th,
with a 30 minute break between the
first and second sessions and the
second and third sessions. There
will be optional rig parking for
teams on Friday, April 19th from 6
to 7pm. 

The Ross Mortgage Level Peb-
ble 200 at Flat Rock Speedway lo-
cated just outside Flat Rock,
Michigan will take place on Satur-
day, June 22nd, featuring a 100-lap
event for the ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries and a 100-lap event for the
ARCA Late Model Gold Cup Series
outlaw late models.

The Glass City 200 at Toledo
Speedway will take place on Satur-
day, September 21st, featuring a
$5000 to win 100-lap event for the
ARCA/CRA Super Series and a
100-lap event for the ARCA Late
Model Gold Cup Series outlaw late
models.

More track and event informa-
tion can be found at www.tole-
dospeedway.com and at
www.flatrockspeedway.com.

Quarter Master
Renews Support of

CRA for 2019
SALEM, IN - Champion Racing

Association Powered by JEGS has
announced that Quarter Master
Racing Clutches has renewed their
support of CRA for the upcoming
2019 racing season. Quarter Mas-
ter has been a supporter of the
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS for the past 14 seasons,
with the Voreʼs Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman Powered by
JEGS and the Van Hoy Oil CRA
Street Stocks Powered by JEGS
for the past 12 seasons and with
the JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Pre-
sented by Chevrolet Performance
since its first season in 2011.  

Quarter Master will award the
third place finisher at every
ARCA/CRA Super Series, and
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour event
with a $100 Product Certificate,
and will also award the sixth and
ninth place finishers at every event
with $50 Product Certificates. In
addition, Quarter Master will award
the third place finisher in both se-
ries final season points with a $400
Product Certificate and the sixth
and ninth place finishers in the final
series points and each series 2019
Rookie of the Year with $200 Prod-
uct Certificates. 

Quarter Master will award the
third place finisher at every Voreʼs
Welding CRA Late Model Sports-
man and Van Hoy Oil CRA Street
Stocks event with a $75 Product
Certificates, and will award the
sixth and ninth place finishers at
every event with $50 Product Cer-
tificates. In addition, Quarter Mas-
ter will award each divisions
Champion, Rookie of the Year and
each series third place finisher in
final points with $100 Product Cer-
tificates. 

“We are very happy to have
Quarter Master continue its support
of CRA for the 2019 season,” re-
marked R.J. Scott, Managing Part-
ner of Champion Racing
Association. “This type of support
really helps out the series competi-
tors with some of their cost to race
with us during the season. We
highly encourage all our racers to
support this great company that is
supporting their racing efforts!” 

Today Quarter Master has
earned the respect and loyalty of
racers across the country. The
companyʼs success is rooted in its
philosophy of providing nothing but
the very best in products and serv-
ices.

Maintaining its position as the
number one driveline company is
no small task, and Quarter Master
is always two steps ahead of the
rest in product development and
customer service. On the manufac-
turing side, Quarter Master Prod-
ucts are produced on the most
sophisticated state-of-the-art CNC
equipment available. On the engi-
neering side, the company employs
the best and brightest engineers
who to develop new and better
products for racers in every cate-
gory.

From a product standpoint,
Quarter Master serves a broad
market that includes Asphalt Short
Track, Road Racing, Open Wheel,
Dirt Short Track, Driving Schools
and NASCAR. The company offers
an array of products serving these
markets including multi-plate
clutches aluminum and steel drive-
shafts, quick change gears,
starters, hydraulic release bearings
as well as “made-to-order” prod-
ucts.

Every Quarter Master product is
manufactured on high-tech ma-
chinery such as its state-of-the-art
CNC turning centers & mills, gear
cutting, and broaching equipment.
In addition, every product is sub-
jected to rigorous quality control in-
spection before it leaves the plant.
For more information on Quarter
Master, visit their web site at
www.quartermasterusa.com.
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Super Series Season Points

Opener at Anderson



LAS VEGAS, NV -
The final night of rac-
ing at The Dirt Track at
Las Vegas was Donny
Schatzʼs to lose. He
was hundredths of a
second away from
winning his Heat race,
he won the DIRTVi-
sion Fast Pass Dash,
and he pulled away
with the lead at the
start of the Feature in
front of thousands that
came to see a historic

night of racing that paired the World
of Outlaws NOS Energy Drink
Sprint Car Series with the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series West.

But on lap 14 he lost it. Series
points leader Daryn Pittman had
inched closer and closer to Schatz
every lap, eventually finding grip in
the middle of the track and darting
by him.

He stretched the lead of the FVP
Platinum Battery Showdown pre-
sented Star Nursery between he
and Schatz to about a straight-
awayʼs length. Even with multiple
cautions, and an Open Red, allow-
ing teams to refuel their car,
Pittman never fluttered, always
knowing where to find grip on the
rubbered down track, gradually
moving from the top of the track at
the beginning of the race to the bot-
tom of the track by the end. The
race was then his to lose.

And on the final lap of the race,
he lost it. Blocked by a slower lap
car – a situation Pittman used to his
advantage to win his first race of
the season – Schatz took advan-
tage of a clear opening on the high
side of the track to get his Tony
Stewart Racing car back by
Pittman and then held him off to
claim a victory he thought he lost.

“I didnʼt think weʼd get him
(Pittman),” said 10-time Series
Champion Schatz. “But we hit traf-
fic on the last corner. He went there
(low), and I was going the other
place. It was either win it or wear it,
and lucky we won it.”

Lady Luck was good to Schatz.
Not only did he find luck in lap traf-
fic, he found luck in his tires hold-
ing on until the end of the 30-lap
Feature, extended by multiple cau-
tions – as his right rear tire could
have been mistaken for a slick
stock car tire by the end of the race.
Pittman cited driversʼ fear of blow-
ing a tire is why he caught lap traf-
fic in five laps after a late race
caution, leading to him losing the

race.
“We were lapping really good

cars. The problem was everybodyʼs
pace was off, because I think
everybody was afraid of blowing
tires,” Pittman said. “They were just
going slower than I thought they
would. Honestly if I could have re-
played it, I probably would have just
slowed down from the time we
went green with five to go.”

However, Pittman acknowl-
edged he couldnʼt slow down too
much because Schatz “will blow his
tire trying to win a race and not
think twice about it.”

The victory is Schatzʼs 13th win
at The Dirt Track at Las Vegas and
his 284th World of Outlaws NOS
Energy Drink Sprint Car Series vic-
tory. He went winless in the first
three races of the season for the
first time since 2013 – a stat he
laughed off, but is glad to get past.

“I went three races without a win.
Holy hell, Iʼm glad weʼre over that
hump,” Schatz said.

Looking to spoil the Schatz and
Pittman battle for the lead, which
ended with a 0.071-sec. gap, was
third place finisher Logan
Schuchart. He quietly worked his
way through the field, from 10th,
getting to third by lap 13. He
stalked the two Series champions
throughout the race, staying close
enough to pounce if one bobbled,
but neither did.

“I thought I might have a shot
right there at the end with both of

them,” Schuchart said. “But these
guys are World of Outlaws champi-
ons. Theyʼre going to be tough to
beat and theyʼre not going to make
many mistakes.”

He too was worried about his
tires at the end of the race, stating
he slowed his pace a little to not
blow one.

Tires plagued Cory Eliasonʼs
night with his right rear tire blowing
in the closing laps of the race, but
he still managed to be the KSE
Hard Charger for the second night
in a row. He finished 13th after
starting 24th.

While Schatz claimed the victory
at the FVP Platinum Battery Show-
down, Pittman remains the points
leader – by just four points over
Schatz.

World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Series actions re-

sumes March 8-9 at Thunderbowl
Raceway in Tulare, CA. As always,
you can catch all the action
on DIRTVision.com.

Lady Luckʼs on
Shafferʼs Side in

Vegas
LAS VEGAS, NV - Tim Shaffer

was in route to a dominating per-
formance at The Dirt Track at Las
Vegas for the FVP Platinum Battery
Showdown presented by Star
Nursery, leading every lap, but with
five laps to go worry set in.

He could hear his motor sputter-
ing. There was no doubt in his mind
he was going to run out of fuel, with
Giovanni Scelzi and Tim Kaeding –
who made their first World of Out-
laws appearance this season – 

(Continued Next Page)
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Schatz Defies Odds in
Sin City

Donny Schatz raced his way to victory lane at The Dirt Track at

Las Vegas. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

breathing down his
neck for the lead.

“I knew the laps
had to be getting
close,” Shaffer said,
as the 30-lap Feature
saw eight cautions by
lap 26.

After multiple at-
tempts of restarting
the race on lap 26, Se-
ries officials called for
an Open Red, stop-
ping the cars on the
front stretch and al-
lowing the teams to re-
fuel their cars.

“Everything worked out, the cau-
tions, the red flag,” Shaffer said. “It
was our night.”

After the cars were refueled, and
the race went back to green on lap
26, Shaffer acted like nothing
changed, commanding the lead
once again all the way to victory
lane – claiming his 26th World of
Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint
Car Series win and his fourth win at
The Dirt Track at Las Vegas.

While everything worked in
Shafferʼs favor, Fresno, Calif. na-
tive Giovanni Scelzi was not as for-
tunate. After falling to fourth, from
third, at the beginning of the race,
he worked his way to second place
by lap 10 and began closing in on
Shaffer while he entered lap traffic.

Scelzi in the #83JR for Roth Motor-
sports never let Shaffer out of his
sight in the closing laps of the race.
He even stole the lead from him on
one of the restart attempts on lap
26, but a caution was thrown be-
fore the field could complete at lap,
putting him back in second place.

Once the field took the green
flag, after stopping to refuel, Scelzi
stayed on pace with Shaffer until
entering turns three and four too
aggressively, hitting the cushion
and falling back two positions.

“I blistered my tires really, and
kind of just overdrove the car and
made some mistakes,” Scelzi said.
“But first night in this car, itʼs a good
start with a top five.”

Roth Motorsports has had a
strong start to the season with
Daryn Pittman winning the two sea-
son opening races at Volusia
Speedway Park – also resulting in
his third DIRTcar Nationals cham-
pionship and Roth Motorsportʼs
first. Pittman finished seventh,
maintaining his points lead from
Florida, now eight points ahead of
second place Donny Schatz.

Schatz also had a strong run
coming from 11th to third – his sec-
ond podium finish in three races.

“Thatʼs the best we could do
there,” Schatz said. “Weʼre gaining
on things and feeling a little bit bet-
ter.”

Like Schatz, Kaeding had to
climb his way through the field, fin-

ishing second after starting 10th.
When Shaffer entered lapped traf-
fic, you could throw a blanket over
he, Scelzi and Kaeding. While
Scelzi stocked Shaffer, Kaeding in
his Sides Motorsports car was
close behind stocking them both.

After Scelzi bounced off the
cushion, the 21-time Series winner
capitalized on the opportunity, dart-
ing by the black #83JR to take sec-
ond place. With a clear track in
front of him he could focus on hunt-
ing down Shaffer. The only problem
was Shaffer had mastered the high
line of the track, keeping more than
a second between himself and
Kaeding by the end of the race.

“I think we just ran out of time,”

Kaeding said “Right before that red
flag came out, I knew something
was wrong, he might run out of
fuel.”

Understanding how to drive the
Las Vegas track was key to win-
ning, Shaffer said.

While Shaffer has more than 20
wins, and has raced with the Series
for several years, beating the star-
studded field of World of Outlaws
drivers is still special to him.

World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Series action at
the DIRTcar Nationals resumes to-
morrow at The DIRT Track at Las
Vegas. You can catch all the action
from the Nationals and the World of
Outlaws on DIRTVision.com.
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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL -
NASCAR, 704Games
and the Race Team Al-
liance announced
today the first-ever
eNASCAR Heat Pro
League Draft will take
place at ISM Raceway
on March 10 at 8:45
a.m. MST. The inaugu-
ral draft will be con-
ducted in Gatorade

Victory Lane inside the newly de-
signed INfield at ISM Raceway. 

“This year more than ever, there
is increased energy and industry
collaboration around our esports
initiatives,” said Craig Neeb, exec-
utive vice president, innovation and
development, NASCAR. “Since an-
nouncing the eNASCAR Heat Pro
League, new and existing fans
competed on their gaming con-
soles for a potential seat in our Pro
League and engaged with

NASCAR Heat at a higher rate than
ever before. Weʼre excited for what
the future holds.”

The eNASCAR Heat Pro
League, a collaboration between
704Games, RTA, and NASCAR, is
the first-ever NASCAR esports
league on consoles. The newly
formed esports league will feature
14 teams and 28 drivers, each
owned and operated by prominent
NASCAR race teams. On the
clock, with the first pick of the 2019
eNASCAR Heat Pro League Draft
is Chip Ganassi Racing. The first
segment of the draft is specific to
Xbox One gamers, upon comple-
tion the order will be inverted for the
PlayStation®4 gamers. 

"The eNASCAR Heat Pro
League Draft will join race teams
with the best NASCAR Heat play-
ers for the first time ever,” said Ed
Martin of 704Games. “After months
of fierce competition, teams will
have some difficult decisions to

make on Sunday, March 10. We
look forward to delivering competi-
tive and entertaining racing for fans
and gamers alike when the season
begins in May.”

ISM Raceway will host the inau-
gural 2019 eNASCAR Heat Pro
League Draft and offer fans two-
days of unique activities inside one
of the most immersive fan experi-
ence zones in NASCAR – the IN-
field. Fans in the INfield will have
the chance to receive copies of
NASCAR Heat 3 and race head-to-
head around the virtual ISM Race-
way. Fan races will be shown on
the Gatorade Victory Lane video
board and Sundayʼs draft will be
broadcast across the ISM Vision
video boards located around the
track. Each race winner will receive
a free download code for the 2019
Season Update to NASCAR Heat
3.

The INfield features exclusive
access to the new interactive
garages, driver appearances, post-
race celebrations in Gatorade Vic-
tory Lane and events. Race fans
can get INfield access wristbands
with their purchase of a grandstand
ticket. Tickets and INfield access,

including junior pricing for each,
may be purchased online at ISM-
Raceway.com, by phone 866-408-
RACE (7223) or in person at the
ISM Raceway ticket office.

Fans across the nation began
qualifying for the first-ever
eNASCAR Heat Pro League draft
in December. Since then, competi-
tors have competed in numerous
qualifying and race sessions to in-
crease their standing in the draft
pool. Participating NASCAR teams
monitored the events and hosted
private tournaments to determine
the best competitors. The draft
order was determined by an online
social fan vote driven by using the
hashtag #eNASCARHeat and in-
cluding their favorite teamsʼ twitter
handle. Chip Ganassi Racing
paced the field.  

Once the draft is completed,
teams will compete in a 16-race
season beginning in spring 2019
and culminating during the 2019
NASCAR Playoffs. All eNASCAR
Heat Pro League races will be live
streamed online at NASCAR.com
and Motorsport.com. For more in-
formation, players can visit
eNASCARHeatProLeague.com.

Tim Shaffer raced his way to victory lane on night one action at

The Dirt Track at Las Vegas. (Paul Arch photo)
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LEWISBURG, TN
- When the World of
Outlaws Morton Build-
ings Late Model Se-
ries returns to Duck
River Raceway Park
on Friday, March 8, it
will mark the fifth time
in series history “The
Most Powerful Late
Models on the Planet”
have gone to battle on
the quarter-mile clay

oval.
There have been four different

winners in the previous four ap-
pearances, with Volunteer State
native Mike Marlar becoming the
first driver from Tennessee to win
an Outlaw race at the Duck when
he won in 2017 by holding off even-
tual series champion Brandon
Sheppard. Eric Wells (2013), Dar-
rell Lanigan (2014) and Dale Mc-
Dowell (2016) have also won
Outlaw races at Duck River.

Sheppard will need to win to
keep his hot streak rolling. Shep-
pard swept four World of Outlaws
Morton Buildings Late Model Se-
ries events during the DIRTcar Na-
tionals at Volusia Speedway Park
and will be aiming for his fifth con-
secutive Series victory at Duck
River, then hoping to follow it up the
next night at Smoky Mountain
Speedway to tie the Seriesʼ con-
secutive win streak record and set
up a chance to break the mark in
his native Illinois on April 5-6 in the
Illini 100 weekend at Farmer City
Raceway.

Lanigan, second on the Seriesʼ
all-time win list and owner of the
six-race win-streak that Sheppard
is looking to attack, will no doubt be
motivated to protect his record by
collecting his second victory at
Duck River.

On the strength of his four wins,
Sheppard is atop the championship
standings in his quest for a second
Series crown. Shane Clanton, the
2015 champion from Georgia who
won in February at Screven Motor-
sports Park is chasing Sheppard,
with Chris Madden of South Car-
olina, Chase Junghans of Kansas
and Brian Shirley from Illinois
rounding out the top five in the
championship headed into Duck
River.

Racing activity will get underway
on Friday around 6 p.m. with the
drivers meeting and hot laps to fol-
low. Pit gates open at 2 p.m., spec-

tator gates at 4. Adult tickets are
$25, kids 6-12 are $15, kids 5 and
under are free. Joining the Outlaws
in the racing program are the Dur-
rence Layne Street Stocks, Dur-
rence Layne 604 Crate Late
Models, Pure Ponies, Pure/Hobby
Stocks and Mod Lites.

The 50-lap, $10,000-to-win Mor-
ton Buildings Feature event will cap
off night one of a two-day double-
header in Tennessee. From Lewis-
burg, the Outlaws head
approximately four hours east to
Maryville on Saturday for a 60-lap,
$12,000-to-win race - the 6th an-
nual Tennessee Tipoff at Smoky
Mountain Speedway. Watch every
lap of both races LIVE on DIRTVi-
sion! Follow us on Twitter for all the
race day updates.

Can Jimmy Owens
Top Outlaws at Newly
Reconfigured Smoky
Mountain Speedway
MARYVILLE, TN - The results of

a major improvement project at
Smoky Mountain Speedway will
greet fans and racers on Saturday,
March 9, and everybody from track
ownership to local hero Jimmy
Owens is excited to see what hap-
pens when the World of Outlaws
Morton Buildings Late Model Se-
ries rolls into town.

As part of a two-day, double-
header weekend in Tennessee, the
Outlaws will make their return to
Smoky Mountain for the sixth an-
nual Tennessee Tipoff. This year,
the pot is a bit sweeter as $12,000
awaits the winner of a 60-lap battle
around the newly resurfaced and
slightly reconfigured 1/2-mile. Track
personnel couldnʼt be happier to
kick off its racing season with “The
Most Powerful Late Models on the
Planet,” and its home-state drivers
are ready to do well in front of their
loyal fans.

Improvements to the entire facil-
ity have been building steadily, with
an updated scoring system, score-
board and scale house installed in-
dividually over the past several
years. More recently, a new grand-
stand concession building and
track tower were constructed for
the start of the 2017 season. Still in
the plans for this season are new
spectator restrooms and a pavilion
area.

The Smoky Mountain surface

might be the most impressive and
challenging undertaking the track
crew was able to improve. Formerly
a high-banked and narrow-cor-
nered course, track owner Roger
Sellers oversaw a resurfacing that
de-banked the corners by roughly
six degrees and widened them out
in an effort to create “better, hope-
fully, side-by-side racing.”

In previous seasons, all traffic
entered and exited the racing sur-
face through a single on/off gate in
turn one. This year, a second gate
in turn two has been added, acting
as an on-ramp to compliment turn
oneʼs new off-ramp duties, in an ef-
fort to speed up the show.

All-new heavy equipment has
also been added to the list of tools
at their disposal, including two new
tractors, rollerblades, a new water
truck, box rake and sheepsfoot
roller. All things considered, the
track will be firing on all cylinders
come race day.

For a track that does not host
weekly racing competition, no ex-
pense has been spared in the effort
to improve both the fansʼ and the
driversʼ experience at any of the
races on the special event-based
schedule. Many of whom have
been giving suggestions from their
perspectives.

“Weʼve got fans and drivers alike
giving us ideas,” said track GM
Casey Moses. “Weʼre taking all
those into our notes. Little by little,
weʼre doing a lot.”

Sellers had previously owned
Tennessee RV, the stateʼs largest
RV dealership, before selling the
company to Lazydays RV of
Knoxville in December. Now at the
helm of his racetrack ownership,
Roger said heʼs just looking to im-
prove both the fansʼ and driversʼ
experience when they come to his
place to race.

On the subject of the race itself,
the competition will be fierce again
this year, as multiple regional and
other national drivers are expected
to come into town to do battle
against the Outlaws, including
Scott Bloomquist, Dale McDowell,
Chris Ferguson, Shannon Bucking-
ham, Donald McIntosh and Vic Hill,
among others. One outsider in par-
ticular, home-state
hero Jimmy Owens,
is also ready to get
back into the groove,
just one-and-a-half
hours away from his
hometown of New-
port, Tennessee.

“Iʼm really looking
forward to it,” Owens
said. “It means a lot
when these track

owners and promoters invest their
time and money into something to
make it just a whole lot better facil-
ity, so we can put on a lot better
show for the fans.”

When asked about the pressure
of performing well in front of a
home-state crowd, some drivers
would say it has no effect on their
composure or the way they ap-
proach things on race day. But “The
O-Show” actually wasnʼt ashamed
to admit he feels a bit of added
pressure to do well in front of his
friends and family that make the trip
out to see him race so close to
home.

“I feel like itʼs a little more pres-
sure in front of all my hometown
guys,” Owens said. “Lots of friends
and family coming to watch be-
cause weʼre so close and you really
want to perform well for those guys,
so itʼs way more nerve-wracking
running at home than it is at Eldora,
for example.”

Owens also joked about the lux-
ury of not having to worry about
points standings for the weekend,
saying “Oh heck yeah, Iʼd give any-
thing not to have to points race
anymore.”

“Just running local, picking and
choosing, being home an hour and
a half later after the race is always
good to do,” Owens continued.

“But that whole getting done
after the races and having to drive
six or seven hours to get back
home, that gets pretty old after a
few years.”

Come and see “The Newport
Nightmare” and all of the Outlaws
next weekend, or watch every lap
LIVE on DIRTVision with your Late
Model Fast Pass.

Things will get underway on Sat-
urday with pit gates opening at 2
p.m., tier parking and grandstand
gates opening at 4 p.m. and a driv-
ers meeting set for 6 p.m. Hot laps,
time trials, and racing action will
begin at 6:30. Grandstand ticket
prices are $30 for adults, kids 6-11
are $5, and children 5 and under
are free. Tier parking tickets are
$35 for adults, kids 6-11 are $10,
and children 5 and under are free.
Pit passes are $40 for adults, kids
11 and under are $20.
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s Sheppard Swept Volusia,
But Can He Make it

5-In-a-Row at The Duck



Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON,

SC - It was the final
race of the 1992
NASCAR Cup Series
season at Atlanta
Motor Speedway and
Alan Kulwicki edged
Bill Elliott out for his
first and only champi-
onship in a banner
year for the Wisconsin
driver.

However, as Kul-
wicki was celebrating
his championship (and
Richard Petty cele-
brating his final
NASCAR Cup Series

race in an illustrious Hall of Fame
career), another story quietly un-
folded with a driver that would
change the narrative of the sport
forever, eventually leading to a
NASCAR Hall of Fame career, –
driver of the No. 24 Chevrolet Jeff
Gordon.

In that Atlanta race, Gordon,
who had won three races, captured
11 poles and finished fourth in the
NASCAR Busch Series standings
that same year, made his NASCAR
Cup Series debut in the season fi-
nale (in a Rick Hendrick owned
car), qualifying 21st and finishing
31st after suffering a crash 164
laps into the race.

Despite the brief setback in At-
lanta in 1992, Gordonʼs success
that season still resonated with
team owner Rick Hendrick, who
signed him to a full contract for the
1993 Cup campaign earlier that
year. After placing 14th in the final
1993 NASCAR Cup Series stand-
ings, Gordon would finally break-
through in the 1994 season with
two victories, his first at the Coca-
Cola 600 at Charlotte Motor Speed-
way and his second in the
inaugural Brickyard 400 at Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway.

He would finish 8th in the 1994
standings, but followed with seven
race wins and his first champi-
onship in 1995. It would be the start
to a tremendously successful
NASCAR Hall of Fame career that
ended with his retirement from full-
time racing in 2015 (he raced eight
races for Dale Earnhardt Jr. in
2016). He accumulated 93 career
NASCAR Cup Series wins, which
ranks third all-time in the sports his-
tory behind Richard Petty (200) and
David Pearson (105).

For all his success, Gordon was
inducted into both the NASCAR
Hall of Fame on Feb. 1, 2019 and
the NMPA (National Motorsports
Press Association) Hall of Fame on
Jan. 27, 2019.

“Jeff Gordon is one of the great-
est drivers in our sportʼs history and
his illustrious NASCAR career
began during the time period we
are celebrating for throwback
weekend this year,” Darlington
Raceway President Kerry Tharp
said. “He has had such a positive
impact on NASCAR and his popu-
larity and contributions have tran-
scended our sport.” 

Gordon also found tremendous
success at Darlington Raceway,
where he posted seven career vic-
tories at the track, including five Bo-
janglesʼ Southern 500 wins. He
won four Bojanglesʼ Southern 500
races in a row from 1995-1998.

Jeff Gordon by the numbers:
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries

• Wins – 93 (third all-time)
• Poles – 81
• Top-5 Finishes: 325
• Top-10 Finishes: 477
• Laps Led: 24,936
• Most wins at track: Martinsville

Speedway (9), Darlington Raceway
(7), Talladega Superspeedway,
Daytona International Speedway
and Pocono Raceway (6 at each).

*Darlington Raceway is cele-
brating the 1990-94 era for its Bo-
janglesʼ Southern 500 Throwback
Weekend on Aug. 31-Sept. 1. As
part of the celebration, the track
Too Tough To Tame is highlighting
specific moments and icons in the
sportʼs history each month leading
into the Labor Day race weekend.

Darlington Racewayʼs award-
winning throwback campaign is
The Official Throwback Weekend
of NASCAR featuring the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series Bo-
janglesʼ Southern 500® on Sunday,
Sept. 1, 2019 at 6 p.m. on NBCSN.
The NASCAR XFINITY Series
Sport Clips Haircuts VFW 200 will
race on Saturday, Aug. 31, 2019 at
4 p.m. on NBC. Tickets are on sale
now by calling 866-459-7223 or vis-
iting DarlingtonRaceway.com.

Auto Club Speedway
FONTANA, CA - Five motor-

sports stars are joining Auto Club
Speedwayʼs  tribute to short track
racing by participating in a special
“Five Wide Q&A: A Short Track
Tribute” on Sunday, March 17 prior
to the start of the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series Auto Club
400.

Moderated by Steve Post, co-
host of Winged Nation and Pit Re-
porter for MRN, the panel features
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries Drivers Kyle Larson and Clint
Bowyer; K&N Pro Series driver
Hailie Deegan; Sprint Car and for-
mer NASCAR driver Dave Blaney;
and seven-time USAC champion
Damion Gardner.

The Five Wide Q&A: A Short
Track Tribute is open to all ticket
holders and scheduled from 9:30
a.m. – 9:50 a.m. on the main stage
in the OʼReilly Auto Parts Fan
Zone.

“This Auto Club 400 race week-
end is about saluting the fans and
paying tribute to the history of short
track racing,” said Dave Allen,
President of Auto Club Speedway.
“We are honored to have these rac-
ing stars on stage for fans to listen
to their stories and passion for rac-
ing whether itʼs on dirt or asphalt.”

As part of the Five Wide festivi-
ties planned during NASCAR Auto
Club 400 race weekend, ticket
holders will also experience the fol-
lowing:

• Five Wide Salute: For the first
time on the NASCAR circuit, Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
drivers will line up for a “Five Wide
Salute” during the pace laps prior
to the drop of the green flag for the
Auto Club 400.

• California Sprint Car racing su-
perstar Tony Jones and Damion
Gardner will be signing autographs
at the Perris Auto Speedwayʼs dis-
play near Leftyʼs Fun Zone.
With a race ticket, fans get access
to the OʼReilly Auto Parts Fan Zone
for driver appearances, live music
performances, autograph sessions,
Monster Energy activations, Viva
La Fiesta Zone, Leftyʼs Fun Zone,
sponsor activations and other fam-
ily fun. 

Tickets start at $45.00 to Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
Auto Club 400 race weekend at
Auto Club Speedway, call 1-800-
944-RACE (7223), shop online at
www.autoclubspeedway.com.

Gateway Motorsports Park
MADISON, IL - Gateway Motor-

sports Park -- the home of
NASCAR, INDYCAR and NHRA
racing in the St. Louis-Metro East
region -- will host the sixth annual
St. Louis Nostalgia Rendezvous on
May 10-11. The two-day high oc-
tane throwback party features TV
star Butch Patrick (Eddie Munster
of The Munsters), nostalgia drag
racing, three Vegas headliner rock-
abilly bands, a traditional 1969-
and-older hot rod and custom car
cruise and a pin-up girl contest with
cash prizes.

Spectator gates will open on
Saturday at 8 a.m. Admission is
$25 for adults (16 and older), $8 for
kids (ages 7-15) and children 6 and
under are free. Tickets may be pur-
chased in advance.

• NOSTALGIA DRAG RACING
(BOTH DAYS): Nitro nostalgia
Funny Car exhibition, four Funny
Cars from Great Lakes Funny
Cars,  Nostalgia Drag Racing
League (NDRL) season kick-off,
Victory Nostalgia Super Stocks,
nostalgia Gassers and two classes 

(Continued Next Page)
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of bracket racing for
1979-and-older cars.

• THREE BANDS
(SATURDAY ONLY):
The Royal Hounds
(from Nashville – re-
cently released their
third album). Danny
Dean & The Home-
wreckers (American
rockabilly band from
Los Angeles). Little
Rachel (five-foot-tall
Texas rockabilly
queen). All three
bands have played the
iconic, world-famous

Viva Las Vegas Rockabilly Week-
ender in Las Vegas.

• CAR CRUISE (SATURDAY
ONLY): Open to all period-correct,
1969-and-older cars and motorcy-
cles. Hot rods, custom cars, rat
rods, restorations, bikes, pick-ups,
rusty rides, street rods, lowriders.
(Please see rules and guidelines
below.)

PIN-UP GIRL CONTEST (SAT-
URDAY ONLY): Open to all ladies
18 years of age and older. Period-
correct costume (in good taste).
Cash prizes for first place through
fifth.

• BUTCH PATRICK (SATURDAY
ONLY): Meet TV star Butch Patrick
– Eddie Munster from “The Mun-
sters” – and see his TV showrods,
the Munster Coach and Grandpaʼs
Dragula. Butch also has appeared
in a number of motion pictures and
TV shows, including The Monkees,
Adam 12, The Magical World of
Disney, I Dream of Jeanie and
Gunsmoke.

• SATURDAY CAR CRUISE
RULES AND GUIDELINES: Weʼve
changed the name this year from
“show” to “cruise” to emphasize
fun. This is the CRUISE for the
guys who hate the politics and anx-
iety of car shows! No stress. No
drama. Just fun.

Enter your car in the cruise sim-
ply by purchasing your adult ad-
mission ticket (no separate fee to
enter your car). Your admission
ticket allows you to enjoy the
bands, nostalgia drag racing and
attractions.

Awards are informal and some
will be selected by celebrity judges.
This is not Pebble Beach so please
donʼt expect judges sporting white
gloves and magnifying glasses. If
you drag your $100,000 showpiece
out of the garage solely for the pur-
pose of taking home hardware, this
event is not for you. Award cate-
gories will include (but not limited
to) Best in Show, Best Paint,

Patrickʼs Pick (TV star Butch
Partickʼs favorite), Best ʻ30s, Best
ʻ40s, Best ʻ50s, Best ʻ60s, Best Rat
Rod. The Best in Show trophy is
our traditional white electric guitar
with custom pinstriping, lettering
and graphics.

Open to 1969-and-older cars,
trucks and classic motorcycles.
Bring out your hot rods, custom
cars, rat rods, restorations, bikes,
pick-ups, rusty rides, street rods
and lowriders. Many shows limit
their entries to ʼ65-and-older but
weʼre inviting ʼ69-and-older to allow
more enthusiasts to participate.

Car cruise parade down the
drag strip return road (in front of the
grandstands) at approximately 4:30
p.m. All cruise entries welcome.

New this year: The Kamper Kor-
ral. Bring your old school 1969-
and-older camper (teardrops,
Frolics, Shastas, Alladins, etc.), pay
for your adult admission ticket and
park it FREE in the cruise area. (No
hook-ups available at this show.)
You may park your tow vehicle near
the administration building if it does
not fit the parameters of the car
cruise guidelines.

Golf carts, motorized scooters,
bicycles, scooters are not allowed
in the car cruise area. 

• PIN-UP GIRL CONTEST (Sat-
urday): Open to ladies 18 and over
in period-correct “pin-up girl” cos-
tume. Costumes must be in good
taste. Contest will be judged by all
band members. Prizes: $300 to
win; $200 for second; $100 for third
place; $75 for fourth; $50 for fifth.
Small props are allowed – children
and pets as contest props are not
allowed. Free admission to the
event if you pre-register by May 7.

• VENDOR SPACES (Friday
and Saturday): Open to period-cor-
rect, nostalgia wares. Includes one
(1) weekend crew pass. No food
items, t-shirts or unlicensed bootleg
materials. T-shirt sales are re-
stricted to the bands, race teams,
Butch Patrick and the official event
souvenir trailer. To reserve your
vendor space, please contact
Scott.Winter@gatewaymsp.com .
All vendor spaces must be pur-
chased by May 8, 2019. We are not
responsible for overnight vendor
booth security -- please secure
your merchandise.

• SPECTATOR ADMISSION
Single-day adult spectator (16

and older) -- $25.
Two-day adult spectator (16 and

older) -- $40.
Kids (ages 7-15) -- $8.
Children 6 and under – Free.
Car cruise: Free to period-cor-

rect, 1969-and-older cars and mo-
torcycles with spectator ticket

purchase ($25).
• RAIN POLICY: Racing rain-out

and make-up date is Sunday, May
12, 2019. In the unlikely event of a
rain-out, the racing segment of the
event will take place on Sunday
starting at 9 a.m. The music, car
cruise and pin-up contests will take
place on Saturday, rain or shine.

For more information, please
call Gateway Motorsports Park at
(618) 215-8888 or visit www.gate-
waymsp.com. Follow GMP on
Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat and
Instagram.

ISM Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ - ISM Raceway

tickets are now on sale for the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
Semifinal Weekend, November 8,
9 and 10. Tickets will be available
at ISMRaceway.com, by calling
866-408-RACE (7223), or at the
ISM Raceway ticket office. 

“November is always an exciting
time here at ISM Raceway and for
NASCAR fans across the country,”
said Julie Giese, ISM Raceway
President. “Our newly modernized
facility with all of our state-of-the-art
amenities, coupled with the inten-
sity surrounding the NASCAR Play-
offs makes this weekend a
canʼt-miss experience for every-
one.” 

The weekend will be highlighted
by the Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series semifinal race when the
sportʼs premier drivers compete for
the final four spots in the NASCAR
championship. Additionally, the
weekend will feature the NASCAR
Gander Outdoors Truck Series
Lucas Oil 150 semifinal race on
November 8, as well as the
NASCAR Xfinity Series semifinal
race on Saturday, November 9. 

The NASCAR semifinal race
weekend, will feature four races in
three days, including the return of
the NASCAR K&N Pro Series West
and the running of their 2019
championship race on November 9
following the NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries event.

ISM Raceway has created
unique incentives and giveaways,
including autographed driver cards
and ISM Raceway swag, for fans
that purchase tickets to the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
semifinal race on March 1. Over
100 accounts will be randomly se-
lected for one of many gifts and the
first 300 accounts will receive a
commemorative program from the
2018 semifinal event weekend. 

For more information about the
2019 Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series Semifinal Weekend,
November 8, 9 and 10, please visit

ISMRaceway.com.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Raceway has announced a multi-
year partnership with Moses Family
Jerky. Moses Family Jerky, based
in Hanover, Pa., is a family-owned-
business led by 24-year-old entre-
preneur Dakotah Moses. Moses
Family Jerky will have a presence
at the track throughout the year
and during the Racewayʼs Pocono
400, Gander Outdoors 400, ABC
Supply 500 and The Great Pocono
Raceway Air Show event week-
ends.

Moses Family Jerky products
will be available at their display in
Fan Fair during all NASCAR, IN-
DYCAR and Air Show event dates.
Select products will also be avail-
able for purchase during other
major events, which includes a
wide-variety of festival, car club
and racing school event days,
scheduled at ʻThe Tricky Triangleʼ
this year.

“Dakotah Moses takes us back
to our roots,” said Ben May,
Pocono Raceway President. “The
Mosesʼ entrepreneurial spirit and
drive runs parallel with the pioneers
and founders of our track, Drs.
Joseph ̒ Docʼ and Rose Mattioli. We
are thrilled to be part of Dakotahʼs
journey and hope our partnership
will lead to continued growth for the
entire Moses family.”

Moses Family Jerky began five
years ago, first being sold in the
family-run sno-cone stand, as well
as, during farmers markets, festi-
vals, concerts and fairs. The recipe
is a time-honored Moses family tra-
dition, being passed from one gen-
eration to the next. Dakotah Moses
saw the potential of his motherʼs
recipe and aspires to grow the
business for everyone to love.
Today, Moses Family Jerky is dis-
tributed to over 60 store locations
including in Baltimore, Md., An-
napolis, Md., Harrisburg, Pa. and
Philadelphia, Pa.

“I see working with Pocono
Raceway as a huge opportunity to
grow alongside a strong brand,”
said Dakotah Moses, Moses Fam-
ily Jerky President. “Their morals
and demographics overlap nicely
with what we do, and we canʼt wait
to get to work.”

To learn more about Moses
Family Jerky and Dakotahʼs story,
visit www.mfjerky.com.

Auto Club Speedway
FONTANA, CA - The worldʼs

most notorious, multi-platinum rock
band, Mötley Crüe, have been 
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named Grand Mar-
shals and will give the
command “Drivers,
Start Your Engines,”
on March 17, 2019 for
the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
Auto Club 400 race at
Auto Club Speedway
in Fontana. 

Joining the band
will be actors Douglas
Booth (who plays
Nikki Sixx) and Colson
Baker a.k.a.. Machine
Gun Kelly (who plays
Tommy Lee) from the

upcoming Netflix film The Dirt
launching with its soundtrack on
Netflix March 22. Based on the
best-selling autobiography by Möt-
ley Crüe and Neil Strauss, the film
is an unflinching tale of success
and excess as four misfits rise from
the streets of Hollywood to the
heights of international fame.

"We look forward to having Möt-
ley Crüe bring their famous energy
to the greatest command in motor-
sports. They might be world-
renowned rock stars now, but they
got their start in California and
we're happy to have them home.”
—Dave Allen, President of Auto
Club Speedway

“Growing up, we were race car
fans and dreamed of fast cars so to
be included in the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series event is wild!”
– Tommy Lee, Drummer of Mötley
Crüe 

"We are super stoked to give the
command at the Auto Club 400. Itʼs
going to be an epic day at the race
track.” – Nikki Sixx, Bassist of Möt-
ley Crüe

NASCAR ticket holders who
have pre-race pit passes will be
able to see The Dirt cast and Möt-
ley Crüe band members during the
pre-race ceremony activities, in-
cluding driver introductions. The
event will also be televised on FOX
at 3:30 p.m. ET/12:30 p.m. PT. 

The iconic band has accumu-
lated over 100 million records sold
worldwide, seven platinum and
multi-platinum certifications, a star
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame,
and countless sold-out tours across
the globe. Mötley Crüe is reaching
new heights in the film industry with
Netflix by sharing their octane-fu-
eled origin story, which is directed
by Jeff Tremaine (Jackass) and in-
cludes a stellar cast: Douglas
Booth (Loving Vincent), Iwan
Rheon (Game of Thrones), Colson
Baker a.k.a. Machine Gun Kelly
(Bird Box), Daniel Webber (The

Punisher), David Costabile (Break-
ing Bad, Billions) and Pete David-
son (SNL).

Kickstart the fun and get your
tickets to the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series Auto Club
400 to see the cast and band mem-
bers along with other honorary race
officials.  To purchase tickets, call
800-944-RACE (7223), log on to
www.autoclubspeedway.com, or
visit the Auto Club Speedway ticket
office at 9300 Cherry Avenue,
Fontana.

Follow @AutoClubSpeedway on
Facebook/Instagram and @AC-
SUpdates on Twitter and tag pho-
tos using #AutoClub400.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - Two new parking

options will be available this year
for fans visiting Dover International
Speedway during its 50th anniver-
sary season, track officials an-
nounced today.

During the Monster Mileʼs two
NASCAR tripleheader weekends
on May 3-5 and Oct. 4-6, these
new spots will be available for the
guestʼs use for all three days of rac-
ing action for one flat fee in two lots
near the FanZone and Monster
Monument. The two locations pro-
vide a dedicated spot near all of the
free, fan activities outside the track
and provide easy ingress and
egress on racedays.

The two new parking options in-
clude: 

• Tailgating Lot: Twenty 20-foot-
wide spots, nearly double the size
of a regular spot. Cost is $100 for
the spot that is available Friday
through Sunday. 

• Reserved Lot: Forty-five regu-
lar-sized vehicle parking spots in a
dedicated area. Cost is $50 for the
spot that is available Friday through
Sunday.

Call 800-441-RACE to order.
“Weʼre excited to offer these

new options for our fans,” said
Dover International Speedway
president and CEO Mike Tatoian.
“These choices allow fans and their
friends to reserve prime spots in
advance of race weekend and take
comfort in knowing that spot is
theirs for all three days.”

The May 3-5 NASCAR triple-
header weekend includes the
“JEGS 200” NASCAR Gander Out-
doors Truck Series race on Friday,
May 3, the NASCAR Xfinity Series
Dash 4 Cash race on Saturday,
May 4 and the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race on Sun-
day, May 5. 

The Oct. 4-6 NASCAR triple-
header weekend includes the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East

race on Friday, Oct. 4, the
NASCAR Xfinity Series playoff race
on Saturday, Oct. 5 and the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
playoff race on Sunday, Oct. 6. The
Oct. 6, 2019 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series playoff race
will be the 100th NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race in track history. Dover In-
ternational Speedway will be the
10th track in the nation to host 100
NASCAR Cup Series races.

Keep up to date on all 50th an-
niversary announcements and
schedules by visiting DoverSpeed-
way.com or calling (800) 441-
RACE. You can also follow all track
activities at Facebook.com/Dover-
InternationalSpeedway, or on Twit-
ter and Instagram at
@MonsterMile.

Richmond Raceway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Interna-

tional Speedway Corporation
(“ISC”) announced today a new
long-term partnership with Tick-
ets.com for use of its comprehen-
sive ticketing system ProVenue™
at all ISC motorsports entertain-
ment facilities. The transition to the
Tickets.com platform, which in-
cludes mobile ticketing technology,
begins at Richmond Raceway and
will be implemented at all ISC facil-
ities by year-end 2019. 

The new ticketing system will
also be coupled with email au-
tomation through Tickets.comʼs
verified partner CrowdConnect™,
making connections with fans more
personalized and efficient. ISCʼs
consumer-focused marketing
strategies and Tickets.com tech-
nology solutions provide a variety
of opportunities to further
strengthen customer engagement,
create meaningful fan experiences
and drive revenue. 

“As a Company, we embrace the
latest technology innovations to im-
prove the customer experience at
every touchpoint,” said Tina Martin,
ISC Chief Information Officer. “As
we look ahead at our attendance
and revenue goals, the Tickets.com
partnership helps fuel our key
growth opportunities.” 

The transition to the ProVenue
platform, a full-service and patron-
centric ticketing solution, will bring
ISC flexible and mobile ticketing
capabilities through Tickets.comʼs
advanced technology offerings. As
each motorsports entertainment fa-
cility is onboarded, those venues
will get secure, reliable and scala-
ble integrations inline with ISCʼs
growth strategies to reimagine pa-
tron journeys in a mobile-focused
world.

“Creating the ultimate venue ex-

perience for our clients and their
consumers is the foundation of
what ProVenue and our technology
platforms have been built on,” said
Joe Choti, Chief Executive Officer
for Tickets.com. “Our partnership
with ISC will mirror those same val-
ues as we work to a seamless tran-
sition. Weʼre proud to be part of
ISCʼs growth strategy.”

Auto Club Speedway
FONTANA, CA - Broadcasting

icon Ralph Lawler, who was the
first voice of Riverside International
Raceway and is now the voice of
the LA Clippers, will add yet an-
other milestone to his lengthy re-
sume – serving as announcer for
Driver Introductions at the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series Auto
Club 400 at Auto Club Speedway
on March 17.   

Swapping his lineup card from
the Clippersʼ Lou Williams and
Patrick Beverley to NASCAR stars
Jimmie Johnson and Martin Truex
Jr., Lawler steps in to help Auto
Club Speedway celebrate  the
foundation of motorsports today –
short tracks including Riverside –
as he brings his talents to take part
in one of the race weekend high-
lights – announcing the starting
field during pre-race festivities.

Lawler served as the announcer
for Riverside International Race-
way, the sprawling road course that
occupied much of what is now the
western edge of Moreno Valley
Riverside, beginning in 1964.  In
addition to racing, Lawler broad-
cast local sports, including three
straight state championship sea-
sons for Riverside City College
teams.

“It has been a long time between
NASCAR races for me, but my
broadcast roots were born an-
nouncing NASCAR races at the
Riverside international Raceway,”
said Lawler. “Richard Petty, David
Pearson, Joe Weatherly, Ned Jar-
rett and Jr. Johnson would lead the
field in two races a year around the
winding 2.7 mile left and right turn
road course. Those were 10 mem-
orable years in my life in the 1960s,
and Iʼm thrilled to be a part of the
Auto Club 400.” 

Lawler, who announced his plan
to retire following the conclusion of
the 2018-19 season, has capti-
vated fans across the sports world,
creating a legacy that will last far
beyond his final season.  Known for
his Lawler-isms such as ʻBingo!ʼ,
ʻOh Me, Oh My!ʼ, and ʻThe Lob!
The Jam!ʼ his commitment to his
craft has been recognized with a
Star on the Hollywood Walk of 
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Fame, three Emmys,
a Telly Award and in-
ductions into the
Southern California
Sports Broadcasters
Hall of Fame and the
California Sports Hall
of Fame. He was
named a recipient of
the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball
Hall of Fameʼs Curt
Gowdy Media Award
this season. Addition-
ally, he has been hon-
ored with the
Television Play-by-

Play Award by the SCSB and the
California Sportscaster of the Year
honor by the National Sports Media
Association. “The ʻVoice of the Clip-
persʼ is one of the leagueʼs longest
tenured broadcasters.

His resume also includes broad-
casting events as varied as A.B.A.
and college basketball, golf, tennis,
track & field, pro box lacrosse, auto
racing, boxing and college football.
Ralph is a graduate of Bradley Uni-
versity in Peoria, Illinois, and was
inducted into his alma materʼs
Sports Hall of Fame in 1993. Heʼs
another in a long line of sportscast-
ers who honed their craft in Peoria
including Chick Hearn, Tom Kelly,
Bob Starr, Bill King and Jack Brick-
house, among others.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - Once in a blue

moon the NASCAR world under-
goes a swift makeover down in the
pit area and it takes race fans a
couple of events to get up to speed
and fully digest all of the off-season
movement.

The 2019 season is one of those
years. There are new rules and
tons of team personnel swaps in
each series.

When NASCAR teams arrive to
Bristol Motor Speedway for the
Food City 500 weekend April 5-7 –
race No. 8 on the schedule – most
of the teams that have made per-
sonnel moves have had enough
time to get familiar with each other
as well as get a grasp with the rules
modifications.

To help you, the fan, sort out
some of the most notable updates,
enhancements and improvements
for the upcoming season, we have
put together this quick cheat-sheet
so you can keep track of your fa-
vorite drivers and crew chiefs and
have a better understanding of
NASCARʼs innovative competition
package.

• Cup Series Rules Package:

Many of the headlines this season
have been focused on the dynamic
new rules package for the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series which
features high downforce and vary-
ing tapered spacers for horsepower
adjustments at the races on the
schedule which are contested at
tracks that are 1.5-mile or larger.
Many of those races will also man-
date that air ducts be added to the
cars.

Since Bristol Motor Speedway is
a high-banked half-mile all-con-
crete bullring, it will not be a track
where teams are required to run
the new package. When the Series
visits BMS, teams will have basi-
cally the same setup that they've
used in recent years, which has led
to many exciting moments on the
half-mile oval.

• Monster Energy Cup Series
Team Moves: Last fall the
NASCAR Silly Season got out of
control for a bit on the Cup Series
circuit. More than two dozen teams
in the Cup garage made key per-
sonnel moves.

The first domino fell when Hen-
drick Motorsports shook up their
lineup by breaking up the longtime
championship winning duo of Jim-
mie Johnson and Chad Knaus.
Johnson was paired with new crew
chief Kevin Meendering and Knaus
was assigned the crew chief job
with rising star and 2018 Rookie of
the Year William Byron.

Seven-time Cup champion and
two-time Food City 500 winner
Johnson says he is looking forward
to the new season.

“One thing that I did know was
that the way things were going and
where Chad and I ended up, that
needed to change,” Johnson said.
“It wasnʼt bringing the best out of ei-
ther one of us and we werenʼt de-
livering like we needed to. Iʼm just
excited to get this fresh start and
see where it takes us.”

Another high-profile exchange
involved Kurt Busch heading to
Chip Ganassi Racingʼs No. 1
Chevy and Daniel Suarez filling his
spot in the No. 41 Stewart Haas
machine. Martin Truex Jr., whose
Furniture Row Team ceased oper-
ation following last season, moved
over to Joe Gibbs Racing to take
over the driving duties of the No. 19
Bass Pro Shops machine.

“When Iʼve switched teams be-
fore, itʼs like starting over a lot of
times,” Truex said. “For this transi-
tion for me, it was a lot easier be-
cause we worked so closely
together the past couple of years.
Weʼve essentially built our cars to-
gether. We used all the same stuff
– parts and pieces, engines, you

name it. Iʼm familiar with all that.”
Some of the other major moves

include Ryan Newman heading to
Roush Fenway Racing to take over
the controls of the No. 6. Mean-
while, Daniel Hemric moves into
the second Richard Childress Rac-
ing machine and will drive the No. 8
Chevy as he pursues Rookie of the
Year honors.

Another talented rookie, Ryan
Preece, who won the Xfinity Series
race at Bristol last April, moves into
the driverʼs seat of the No. 47
Chevy at JTG Daughtery Racing. A
third rookie emerged on the scene
when Matt Tifft announced he was
driving the No. 36 car for Front Row
Motorsports.

Matt DiBenedetto took over for
Kasey Kahne in the No. 95 ma-
chine and Corey LaJoie filled
DiBenedettoʼs vacant seat in the
No. 32 at Go FAS Racing.

Recent Daytona 500 winner
Denny Hamlin has a new crew
chief in Chris Gabehart, as does
Bubba Wallace with Derek
Stamets, and Austin Dillon with
Danny Stockman.

• Xfinity Series Team Moves:
The biggest move in the Xfinity Se-
ries featured the defending season
champ, Tyler Reddick. He left his
spot on the roster with JR Motor-
sports for an opportunity with
Richard Childress Racing, which
allows him to defend his Xfinity Se-
ries title as well as run select Cup
Series races. Reddick will drive the
No. 2 Chevy for RCR in Xfinity Se-
ries competition.

With Reddick and Elliott Sadler
gone from JR Motorsports, Truck
Series standout Noah Gragson
was tabbed to take over the driving
duties of the No. 9 Chevy that car-
ried Reddick to the season crown.

Chase Briscoe moves to the No.
98 full time at Stewart-Hass Rac-
ing, while Austin Cindric takes over
season-long driving duties of the
No. 22 at Penske. Another Truck
Series multi-time winner, Justin
Haley, is the new driver of the No.
11 for Kaulig Racing. Meanwhile,
John Hunter Nemechek will race
for a series title at the controls of
the No. 23 Chevy for GMS Racing.

The Xfinity Series will continue
to have an Earnhardt presence, as
Dale Earnhardt Sr.ʼs grandson, Jef-
frey, has inked a deal with Joe
Gibbs Racing to pilot the No. 18 at
select Xfinity Series races. He will
also compete in se-
lect events with
Xtreme Concepts
Racing, which is
aligned with JGR.
The fourth generation
NASCAR racer has

had success so far this season,
posting a 15th place finish at Day-
tona after starting second and lead-
ing 29 laps and finishing sixth at
Atlanta.

In less than six weeks, NASCAR
fans will have their first chance to
witness short track racing at its best
and see the top NASCAR stars
such as Chase Elliott, Martin Truex
Jr., Kevin Harvick, Joey Logano
and Kyle Busch in action during the
April 5-7 Food City 500 weekend.
In addition to Sundayʼs Food City
500, the event also will showcase
a Saturday doubleheader with the
Alsco 300 NASCAR Xfinity Series
race and the Zombie Auto 150
NASCAR K&N Pro Series race. On
Friday, the Cup Series stars will try
to break the BMS track record of
131.668 mph (Denny Hamlin) as
they qualify during Bushʼs Beans
Pole Day. Friday afternoonʼs Food
City Family Race night, held at the
track, is one of the longest running
fan events on the NASCAR circuit.

During the Food City 500 week-
end youʼll definitely want to take ad-
vantage of so many activities to
make a complete weekend of fam-
ily fun, including great video enter-
tainment provided by Colossus TV,
the worldʼs largest center-hung
video screen, premium VIP experi-
ences like the Chairmanʼs Experi-
ence, tailgating, on-site camping,
concerts, great food and beverages
in the concession stands through-
out the property, and so much
more.  

And for families who want to
bring the entire clan, Bristol Motor
Speedway officials are making it
easier than ever for kids to have an
awesome experience. Kidsʼ tickets
(12 and under) are free and adult
tickets are $10 for Fridayʼs (April 5)
Bushʼs Beans Pole Day. On Satur-
day (April 6), kidsʼ tickets are free
and adult tickets start at $30 for the
Alsco 300 NASCAR XFINITY Se-
ries race and the Zombie Auto 150
NASCAR K&N Series event. On
Sunday (April 7) adult tickets start
at $50 for the Food City 500 and
kidsʼ tickets are $10. For all races,
each child must have a physical
ticket in hand to enter the gates.

To purchase tickets to the Food
City 500, please call 423-BRISTOL
or buy them online at www.BRIS-
TOLTIX.com. Tickets can also be
purchased directly from any neigh-
borhood Food City store.
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Carteret County

Speedway
PELETIER, NC -

Bobby Watsonʼs
Carteret County
Speedway will roar to
life in one month when
the Late Model divi-
sion races for $5,000
in the first-ever day-
time race in the trackʼs
history.

Opening Day
2019 presented by
Solid Rock Carriers is
headlined by the
$5,000-to-win Late
Model feature and will

also kick off the points season for
Street Stocks, Legends, U-CARs,
Mini Cups and Champ Karts.  Ad-
ditionally, the Mini-Stock division
will be in action with a non-points
race.

“Itʼs an honor and a privilege to
keep Bobby Watsonʼs dream alive
as we celebrate God, country, and
racing at Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret
County Speedway,” Bob Lowery,
owner of Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret
County Speedway, said.  “We de-
cided to start the season out with a
bang and, in doing so, we have
partnered with Solid Rock Carriers
to put some money on the table in
that Late Model race.”

Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret
County Speedway made the deci-
sion to make the Mini-Stock race a
non-points event to give some of its
racers the option to compete in the
Mini-Stock race at Richmond Race-
way on the same weekend.

Previous big money races at
Carteret County have seen com-
petitors such as CARS Tour stand-
outs Layne Riggs and Justin
Carroll, ARCA Menards Series
competitor Connor Hall, and
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
driver Mason Diaz, among others,
all compete at the 4/10-mile track in
Peletier, North Carolina.

The season-opening race will
also kick off what will be a big sea-
son for the INEX Legends division
at Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway.  Drivers from all across
the United States will make visits to
Carteret County Speedway during
the regular season in preparation
for the INEX Legends Asphalt Na-
tionals on October 19th – a race
that is expected to draw well over
120 cars.

Additionally, Opening Day will be
the first race under a new rules
package for the Champ Karts.  Dur-
ing the offseason, the track an-
nounced the Champ Karts would
run wings on the top of the cars,

making them easier to identify for
fans, safer for competitors and is
expected to make the racing even
more exciting.ʼ

The race weekend will kick off
on Friday with Open Practice in the
afternoon followed by a Green Flag
Party and driverʼs appreciation
event at 7pm EST.  The Green Flag
Party will feature live music from
The Konnection.

Opening Day 2019 presented by
Solid Rock Carriers at Bobby Wat-
sonʼs Carteret County Speedway
will go green at 2pm EST on Satur-
day, March 30th.  Tickets will re-
main $15 for adults, kids 10 and
under admitted free, and pit passes
$25 for the regular season.

For more information about
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official
website at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “like” Carteret County
Speedway on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - The rules

package for the new 1/7-mile Little
DCRP clay oval at Dodge City
Raceway Park has now been
posted to the trackʼs website.

Rules for the Sunday slate of
events featuring Micro Sprints and
Karts are posted at
https://www.dodgecityraceway.com
/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Little-
DCRP-Rules.pdf.

The first of eight Sunday cards
of Micros and Karts will take place
on May 5.

The Sunday afternoon events
will include a full slate of Winged
“A” Class, Non-Wing “A” Class, Re-
stricted “A” Class and Junior
Sprints along with Karts.

Each of the eight dates will fol-
low a Saturday night of racing ac-
tion atop the 3/8-mile Dodge City
Raceway Park clay oval.  The
dates that Little DCRP will be in ac-
tion are as follows:

• Sunday, May 5
• Sunday, May 19
• Sunday, June 2
• Sunday, June 30
• Sunday, July 7
• Sunday, July 21
• Sunday, August 25
• Sunday, September 15
The first of 18 Dodge City Race-

way Park events will take place on
Saturday, April 6, after a March 23
car show and practice.  The April 6
opener will include a full card of
championship chase action includ-
ing Precise Racing Products DCRP
Sprint Cars versus the United
Rebel Sprint Series, IMCA Modi-
fieds, IMCA Sport Modifieds, IMCA
Stock Cars and IMCA Hobby

Stocks.
Holiday Inn Express & Suites

Dodge City located at 201 4th Av-
enue is the official lodging partner
of Dodge City Raceway Park.  The
Holiday Inn Express & Suites offi-
cial internet site is located at
www.hiexpress.com/DodgeCity/HI-
Express.  Race fans staying at the
Holiday Inn & Suites Dodge City
will want to request the special
DCRP rate for their visit when mak-
ing reservations.

Dodge City Raceway Park is lo-
cated on the south edge of Dodge
City, KS, on US 283, then 0.9 miles
west on US 56, then 0.1 miles
south.  For more information, con-
tact the track at 620-225-3277 or
check www.dodgecityraceway
.com.

Orange County Fair

Speedway
MIDDLETOWN, NY, - For their

historic 100th Anniversary Season,
Orange County Fair Speedway
(OCFS) is offering northeast dirt
racingʼs most robust purse struc-
ture ever.  A driver's "Purse" is the
amount of prize money they are
paid for their finish.  For years,
OCFS has already offered some
of the sport's largest purse struc-
tures, but their new managing
body, Orange Motorsports and En-
tertainment, felt that the 100 year
old speedway's dedicated competi-
tors deserved more in 2019.

Northeast dirt racing's headlin-
ing division, Big Block Modifieds,
will now make $3,300 to win at
weekly events, a significant in-
crease from last year's season. The
358 Small Block Modified class, the
highest level support class at
OCFS, will go to $2,000 to win
weekly events.  Sportsman, sup-
port division for Modifieds will go to
$1,000 to win weekly events.  The
final division at OCFS to receive a
raise is the Street Stock Division.
Street Stocks are the only full-bod-
ied car class at OCFS, their new
purse structure pays out $500 to
win weekly events.

A special new bonus structure
has also been put in place de-
signed to reward "hard chargers." A
hard charger is the competitor who
moves up the most positions from
where they started to where they
finished.  Every week a hard
charger will be awarded a $250
bonus.  In addition to the hard
charger award, there will also be
bonuses for drivers who win from
further back in the field.  This new
bonus structure states that wins
from 10th to 15th place will receive
a 10% bonus,  wins from 16th to

20th place will receive a 15%
bonus and wins from 20th place
and beyond will receive a 20%
bonus.

OCFS competitors race weekly
for championship points to deter-
mine a track champion by season's
end.  Drivers will also receive a
check for their season points finish,
with the 1st place Big Block Cham-
pion now receiving an unprece-
dented $40,000.  The "Points
Fund" as it is known, has not only
increased the payout to Big Blocks,
but Small Blocks ($15,000 to the
champion), Sportsman ($5,000 to
the champion) and Street Stocks
($2,500 to the champion) as well.

On top of their new weekly purse
structure, OCFS has also an-
nounced a handful of special
events with their own impressive
purse structures.  April 13th's sea-
son opener will pay $7,100 to the
Big Block Modified winner in honor
of OCFS Legend, Carl "Fuzzy" Van
Horn, who famously piloted the
no.71e car.  May 11th's "The Devil
Made Us Do It 666," July 18th's
"Battle of the Midway 100" and July
13th's Tony Stewart's All-Star Cir-
cuit of Sprints will all feature special
higher purses and of course
the August 15th-17th Centennial
Race Weekend will pay out a
whopping $100,000 to the winner,
as previously announced.

With such significant increases
to their purse structures, OCFS an-
ticipates higher car counts at every
race of the season, featuring the
northeast's most talented drivers.
For a full breakdown of 2019 OCFS
purse structures visit https://or-
angecountyfairspeedway.net/2019-
points-structure/.

If you would like more informa-
tion about the Orange County
Fair Speedway or Orange Motor-
sports and Entertainment, please
call Jake Meier at 845-587-0836, or
email jmeier@omeevents.com.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Kellerʼs

Auto Body & Towing of Selinsgrove
has been named the title sponsor
of the 360 sprint car division at
Selinsgrove Speedway for the up-
coming 2019 racing season. 

The 360 sprint cars will headline
most of the Saturday night racing
cards at the historic half-mile oval
for the sixth consecutive season.  A
regular 25-lap feature will pay
$2,000 to win with a number of spe-
cial events offering higher purses
for the winged open wheel division. 

Located at 825 N. High Street in
Selinsgrove, Kellerʼs Auto Body &
Towing, a third-generation family-

(Continued on Next Page…)
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owned business oper-
ated by the father-son
team of Matt and Cody
Keller, has been serv-
ing the Selinsgrove
and surrounding areas
since 1953.  They also
manage locations in
Northumberland and
Duncannon.

“Kellerʼs Auto
Body and Selinsgrove
Speedway have been
staples in the Selins-
grove community for
decades,” said speed-
way general manager

Steve Inch. “We appreciate this
local business partnering with the
speedway to help promote some of
the best weekly dirt track racing in
the country.” 

Kellerʼs Auto Body & Towing pro-
vides 24/7 passenger and com-
mercial towing services. The
companyʼs fleet also includes an
emergency response trailer and
60-ton rotator truck. Their auto
body experts specialize in full auto
and truck body repair services, as
well as dent and scratch removal. 

For additional information about
the companyʼs services please visit
kellersautobodyandtowing.com or
call 570.374.4333.

The 360 sprint car champion will
receive a $3,000 bonus out of the
$10,000 point fund at the trackʼs
annual awards banquet at the
Genetti Hotel in Williamsport on
Nov. 9. 

The speedway will wrap up its
annual week-long Motorsports
Show at the Susquehanna Valley
Mall this Friday, March 1, with the
season kick off ceremony at 7:30
p.m. in Center Court. 

Selinsgrove Speedwayʼs 2019
Season Opener is slated for 6 p.m.
Saturday, April 6, featuring the
Kellerʼs Auto Body & Towing 360
sprint cars, Jeffʼs Auto Body & Re-
cycling Center super late models,
and the A&A Auto Stores pro stocks
and roadrunners. 

For the latest news, results, and
race status, visit selinsgrovespeed-
way.com or follow us on Twitter and
Facebook. The speedway office
can also be reached at
570.374.2266.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Coming off a season where he fin-
ished runner-up in the champi-
onship standings by the slimmest
of margins, 2 points, Colchester na-
tive Bryan Narducci is looking to lay
claim to the SK Light championship

this season.  The Wild Thing Kart
graduate and 2016 Sr. Outlaw
champion will return to Stafford be-
hind the wheel of the same #01
The Florida Connection Chevrolet
that carried him to 5 wins during his
rookie campaign in the SK Lights
and with not much change, Nar-
ducci is confident that he will once
again be among the title contender
this season.

“Weʼre looking pretty good for
2019,” said Narducci.  “We just got
the car wrapped from Tom Abele
and other than that weʼre pretty
much ready to go.  We did a few
updates on the car, it has a new
body and the car will have a slightly
different look from last season.  Our
goal is to win as many races as we
can and run for the championship.
After coming so close to the cham-
pionship last year, we want to push
even harder to try to win it this year
and keep the car up front and make
all our sponsors happy.  Thanks to
The Florida Connection with my
Uncle Greg and Aunt Venetta, Cur-
leyʼs Kids Care, Baldwin Automo-
tive, Preeceʼs Auto, Robert B. Our
Construction, Waddell Communi-
cations, Pioneer Valley Wheel Re-
pair, EB Exterminating, Tom
Froment for letting us borrow his
truck to get the car to the track
sometimes, and everyone in Toddʼs
shop that helps me out whenever I
need help.  Itʼs not that long until
weʼll be racing again and itʼs always
good when the off-season goes by
quickly.”

As an SK Light rookie last sea-
son, Narducciʼs performance was
nearly flawless.  He scored a ca-
reer high in the win column with 5,
surpassing the 4 wins he had in the
Limited Late Model division in
2017.  Narducci also scored an in-
credible 13 top-4 finishes in the first
15 races of the season, but several
finishes of 15th or worse in the final
five races of the season erased the
point lead he had built.  He was
eventually overtaken by Marcello
Rufrano for the championship in
the final race of the season. Nar-
ducci is looking to work on his
restart skills as he prepares for the
2019 season.

“I donʼt know that we can get the
car much better than it was,” said
Narducci.  “Last year the car was
pretty much perfect most nights
thanks to Todd Owen and Butch
Shea.  If anything, I think it comes
down to me as the driver.  One
thing that was a killer all season for
me was restarts.  I definitely need
to get better on restarts and luckily
I have a great transmission builder
with my Uncle Jeff.  When I was in
the Limited Late Model I seemed to

get good restarts but I donʼt know if
itʼs because the tires have more
grip with the SK Light or if I just
mistimed some things, but I think I
lost the championship last year be-
cause I missed a shift on the restart
with 4 laps to go in the final race.  I
have to work on hitting the restarts
every time this year.”

With Rufrano and Andrew
Molleur, who won a combined 10
SK Light races between them last
season, both moving up to the SK
Modified® division this season, it
may look like an easier path to win-
ning races, but Narducci is quick to
point out that the competition level
in the SK Lights will be as high as
ever this season.

“This year both Marcello
Rufrano and Andrew Molleur are
moving up to the SK Modifieds®
and we were three of the guys that
were always up front together last
season,” said Narducci.  “I think
Alexander Pearl is going to be re-
ally fast this year, Mikey Flynn is
going to be right there, Steven
Chapman and Teddy Hodgdon will
both be there, so even though Mar-
cello and Andrew are moving up,
thereʼs still going to be the same
amount of fast cars every Friday
night and the competition is going
to be stiff again.  Itʼs going to be
tough to get wins this season but
as long as we have a fast car that
handles well every week and we
can stay out of trouble, I hope we
can at least match or be better than
we were last season.”

With Narducciʼs eyes set on con-
tending for the championship again
this season, he will be looking to
replicate his performance from
2018 with consistent finishes to-
wards the front of the field in the
opening races to get a good start
on his championship quest.

“You definitely want to get a top-
5 finish at the Sizzler, if not a win,”
said Narducci.  “Last year we had
13 top-4 finishes in the first 15
races, so itʼs important to get off to
a good start and maintain that
throughout the summer.  We
started off last season really fast
and we were still fast when we got
to the middle of the year but it was
a lot tougher to hit the setup just
right for the feature when it got dark
out and the track cooled down dur-
ing the summer.  A good start to the
season will help propel you to get
better and better while a bad start
will leave you trying to dig out of a
hole.”

Narducci has had a busy off-
season in keeping himself sharp for
the upcoming SK Light season.
Narducci tested an ARCA car at
Daytona and ran the indoor TQ

Midget event in Atlantic City at the
end of January.  Narducci also
spends plenty of time logging vir-
tual laps at Stafford through iRac-
ing.

“I went to Atlantic City and had a
chance to run a TQ Midget,” said
Narducci.  “We didnʼt make the
main race, but it was a great expe-
rience that helped keep me sharp
during the winter and I also had the
chance to test an ARCA car for
Chris Our.  Iʼve also been playing a
lot of iRacing with Mike Christo-
pher, Jr. and that also helps keep
me sharp for the upcoming sea-
son.  Iʼm excited.  Running the in-
door race and going to Daytona
helped keep me on my toes and it
gave me a big itch to get back to
racing at Stafford.  I canʼt wait for
the end of April to bring our beauti-
ful #01 car out on the track.

The 2019 SK Light season will
kick off at the 48th Annual NAPA
Spring Sizzler® on April 26-28.
Tickets for the “Greatest Race in
the History of Spring” are on sale
now by calling the Speedway Box
Office 860-684-2783 or online at
www.staffordspeedway.com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Coming off a season that saw him
record his first career Stafford fea-
ture win and a 6th place finish in
the Street Stock points standings,
Somers, CT native Jason Lafayette
is ready to build on his experience
from last year and contend for
more feature wins in 2019 behind
the wheel of his #21 Tommyʼs Tat-
too Supplies Chevrolet.  Lafayette
had previously raced part time in
Staffordʼs Late Model and SK Light
divisions and the 2018 season was
his first full-time season at the Con-
necticut half-mile.

“Weʼre looking forward to build-
ing on the experience we gained
last season,” said Lafayette.  “Last
year went pretty well for us.  We
had some things to learn with the
car being an unlocked rear, which
is a little different from the SK
Lights.  When we finally figured it
out, we won a race and then we
had to put 100 pounds of weight on
the car and that really threw us for
a loop for a little while.  Weʼve put
some upgrades on the car over the
winter and weʼve been working on
fine tuning the geometry of the car.
One thing we noticed last season
was that moving lead around in the
car makes a huge difference.  I feel
pretty confident about 2019.”

In addition to his victory last sea-
son, Lafayette recorded four other
podium finishes.  Lafayette will be

(Continued on Next Page…)
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podium finishes in the
three RSMPCO.com
(Royal Screw Machine
Products) Street Stock
Triple Crown races
during the 2019 sea-
son.  The winner of the
RSMPCO.com Triple
Crown will win a
$1,000 bonus from a
prize pool of $4,500
which Lafayette says
would be a huge boost
for his #21 team.

“I love the Triple
Crown deal,” said
Lafayette.  “Itʼs awe-

some to have a deal like this to go
racing for a portion of $4,500 from
RSMPCO.com.  We definitely have
those three races circled on the cal-
endar.  Winning that bonus would
be huge for me and it would allow
me to run the full season.  Every
extra bit we can get helps out
tremendously and that would help
pay for tires and fuel and thatʼs
money that we wouldnʼt have to
pay out of our pocket.”

Lafayette is in search of extra
sponsorship in addition to his spon-
sors Tommyʼs Tattoo Supplies and
Geneʼs Ford and Chevy that will
allow him to run the full schedule
this season and improve on his 6th
place finish in the 2018 Street
Stock points standings.

“Weʼre looking to pick up some
extra sponsorship in order to run
the full season again,” said
Lafayette.  “Our plan is to make at
least the first half of the year and
then see where we are.  Iʼd love to
be able to finish in the top-5 in
points this season after we just
missed the top-5 last year.  Iʼd like
to thank my sponsors Geneʼs Ford
& Chevy and Tommyʼs Tattoo Sup-
plies, the Lavoie Family, my girl-
friend Kim for putting up with all the
long nights in the shop during the
week, and my Mom.”

One thing Lafayette will be look-
ing to avoid in 2019 is a repeat of
his bad luck during the 2018 sea-
son.  Lafayette suffered five DNFʼs
last season as a result of flat tires
after running over debris.

“Our car is always prepared well
and all of our DNFʼs last season
were from picking up debris out on
the track,” said Lafayette.  “It was
one of those things where we al-
ways seemed to be in the wrong
place at the wrong time either pick-
ing up something on the track or
going through the infield trying to
avoid a wreck in front of us.  There
were a few times where I asked
myself how can all the other cars

go through here and Iʼm the one
that gets the debris.  A little extra
luck on our side would be great.  If
not for those DNFʼs we would have
had a really good season.”

Lafayette has some extra moti-
vation to get his #21 back into
NAPA Victory Lane this season.
After winning last season,
Lafayetteʼs crew wasnʼt able to
come down to victory lane for a
team photo due to weather that
was in the area.

“Getting a win at Stafford was
awesome,” said Lafayette.  “I came
to Stafford in 2000 and raced Late
Models and then SK Lights and itʼs
super tough to win at Stafford, no
matter what division youʼre racing
in.  I remember the night that we
won there was a lightning storm in
the area and we couldnʼt have any-
one come down to victory lane for
photos so I missed out on getting a
team photo.  Weʼll have to get that
fixed this season.”

The 2019 Street Stock season
and the first event of the RSM-
PCO.com Street Stock Triple
Crown are set for NAPA Auto Parts
Spring Sizzler weekend on April
27th and 28th.  The Street Stocks
will kick off their season with a 30-
lap feature Saturday afternoon.
Tickets are available online at
staffordspeedway.com or by con-
tacting the speedway box office at
860-684-2783.
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Stafford Speedway SK Modified®
driver Ronnie Williams and the #50
Empower Financial Advisory /
Lesʼs Auto Center team, the 2019
season will kick off with the duo
holding the distinction of being the
defending champions.  While
Williams admits it will be a different
feeling when coming to the track
this season, he is ready to get back
to racing and contending for an-
other championship.

“I would say itʼs going to be a lit-
tle different feeling this year,” said
Williams.  “We had a lot going on
last year and I remember saying in
the preseason that if I didnʼt do well
in the #50 car, then something was
wrong with me as the driver.  To win
the NAPA SK 5k, win 4 races, and
clinch the championship before the
Fall Final, that was a huge accom-
plishment for all of us and it
showed that I made the right move
coming to the #50 team.  Going into
this year I think everyone on the
team is a little more confident and
Iʼd say that weʼre going for the
championship again and even
more wins.  I know the car will be
good with how much effort all the

guys put in at the shop during the
week so it all comes down to me as
the driver and having a little luck on
our side to miss any accidents on
the track.  If we can finish all 40
laps every Friday night and be con-
sistent, the car is pretty darn good
every week and we shouldnʼt have
any problems.  Big thanks to all our
sponsors Empower Financial,
Lesʼs Auto Center, All Town Sanita-
tion & Recycling, Centurn Machine,
Palmer Paving, NAPA of Tolland,
and Flamingo Motorsports and
everyone who works so hard on
this team: Dave, Mark, Craig, Paul,
Andrew, Les, John, Cory, Kodey,
Jack, Tim, Ron, Justin, and Matt.”

Although Keith Rocco looked
like he was going to be the driver to
beat with 4 wins in a row to begin
last season, Williams and the #50
team showed no ill effects of being
a new driver/team combination as
they recorded 4 podium finishes in
the first 6 races before getting their
first win together in their 7th start.

“I have a good relationship with
Adam and all the guys on the team
and I think we all clicked pretty
quickly last season,” said Williams.
“We started the season off with a
bunch of second place runs and al-
though it took a while to get our first
win, once we got that first one, we
started clicking them off.  I donʼt
think we ever got too worried at the
beginning of the year.  We were
having really strong runs except for
the third race of the season where
we had a bad night.  With 22 races
on the schedule, we knew that
Keith was going to eventually have
a bad race and we just needed to
keep pace with him.  We never
strayed from our game plan.  The
only night where I was really wor-
ried was May 25th.  We ended up
in the consi and we almost de-
stroyed the car in the consi and
Adam [crew chief Skowyra] was
pretty worried since we finished
fourth in the consi.  He asked me
how the car was and I told him it
was good and he looked at me like
I was crazy but we ended up finish-
ing the race second behind Rowan
Pennink, so the car was pretty
good that night.  I think at that point
of the season we were still learning
each other a little and now we look
back at that night and we laugh
about it.”

Williams will be looking to etch
his name into the Stafford record
books alongside some select com-
pany this season.  

From 1959-1986, there were a
total of 18 different modified track
champions with only 3 drivers, Bill
Wimble, Geoff Bodine, and Richie
Evans, able to go back to back in

the track championship race.
There have been several more
back to back winners in the SK
Modified® division with 5 drivers,
Jerry Pearl, Mike and Ted Christo-
pher, Bob Potter, and Rowan Pen-
nink, taking consecutive SK
Modified® track championships
from 1982-2018.

“It took a lot to win the champi-
onship last season and I know a lot
of guys will be hunting for us this
season,” said Williams.  “We need
to be on top of our game and try to
win races every week we come to
the track and that will bring us to
the championship.  I have tremen-
dous respect for everyone I race
with and everyone knows how I
race so I donʼt expect much to
change from last season except for
the fact that weʼre coming to the
track now with a championship.
Now that everyone on the team has
had that feeling of winning, it
makes us all that much more hun-
gry to win it again.  This year is a
whole new year and thereʼs a new
field of SK drivers so we just have
to keep on the same game plan as
last year and go for wins and stay
consistent.”

Williams will also be looking to
become the first driver to win the
NAPA SK 5k in back to back sea-
sons while the #50 team will be
going for their third win in a row
after winning the race with Chase
Dowling behind the wheel in 2017.

“The 5k was probably the best
race of the year for us last season,”
said Williams.  “With Adamʼs guys
having won the race the year be-
fore with Chase and with myself
getting close to winning it in 2015,
that was the race we all really
wanted to win.  That was a night
that got us going on a tear with 5
podium finishes in a row and it was
an unbelievable feeling to finally
get a 5k win.”

Additionally, Williams and the
#50 team will be looking to get their
2019 season off to a good start with
a good run in the season opening
NAPA Spring Sizzler feature event.

“The Spring Sizzler is the most
important race of the year every
year to have a good start to the
season,” said Williams.  “The Siz-
zler is like the Daytona 500, you
want to finish the race and you
want to have a good finish.  I know
weʼll have a fast car that is capable
of winning the race, weʼll have to
see how things fall for us and hope-
fully we can put the car in NAPA
Victory Lane.”

Williams will kick off his quest for
back to back SK Modified® cham-
pionships at the 48th Annual NAPA
Spring Sizzler® on April 26-28.
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