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Disgusted with his
current team in For-
mula 1, Fernando
Alonso hopes to sal-
vage his racing sea-
son later this month at
the Indianapolis 500.

The series
crossover means the
two-time world
champion will
skip the
biggest F1
race of the
year at Monte
Carlo to drive

in IndyCarʼs biggest event.
The move already has gen-
erated a lot of worldwide at-
tention, including NASCAR
drivers.

“I donʼt have much advice for a
Formula 1 world champion,” Kurt
Busch said. “I think heʼll be perfect
for the situation. I think heʼll do re-
ally well. Heʼs a racer. He gets it.
Itʼs a perfect time in his career to
make the attempt at the Indy 500
without having any other oval type
experience that we know of.”

Busch, a 17-year NASCAR reg-
ular and 2004 champion, finished
sixth at Indy for Andretti Motor-
sports in 2014. Tony Stewart,
Robby Gordon and John Andretti
also have double-dipped at the 500
during their NASCAR seasons by
driving 500 miles at the Brickyard
during the day, then returning to
their regular jobs with 600 miles at
night at the Charlotte Motor Speed-
way.

Alonsoʼs appearance, however,
is different since heʼs going to skip
one of the worldʼs premier races,
Monte Carlo, for another. With the
way his season has started with
McLaren, he probably wonʼt miss it.

The season hit rock bottom Sun-
day when Alonsoʼs Honda engine
broke down on a warmup lap. In
four starts, the Spaniard hasnʼt
scored a single F1 points. Heʼs al-
ready spent time at Andrettiʼs shop
in Indianapolis driving a simulator
and heʼs scheduled for an IndyCar
test at Indianapolis on Wednesday.
He will return to Europe for the
Spanish Grand Prix on May 14,
then come back to Indianapolis to
start preparation for the 500-mile
main event on May 28.

No matter what happens at Indy,
however, it wonʼt make up for the
miserable F1 season. If nothing
else, the Indianapolis 500 is a wel-
comed distraction.

“It's good to have Indy in my
head, and there are many other

projects going on which keep my
head busy, but my life is Formula 1
and my dreams are in Formula 1,”
Alonso told SkyNews.com. “We
need to find a way to improve. It
hurts."

Danica Patrick is one of a hand-
ful of drivers whoʼve raced in
NASCAR and IndyCars at different

times in their careers. She
insists crossing over to
NASCAR is the most-diffi-
cult transition.

“I feel like with
Indy cars you could show
up with a car if you are
equipped to build and
make a nice car, then you
could be competitive,”
she said. “But in

NASCAR I donʼt see that being
even possible for someone to just
show up with a car. Thereʼs too
much evolution of the tricks and
bells and whistles and all the things
it takes to be fast in stock car racing
that you wouldnʼt know.”

Although Mario Andretti and A.J.
Foyt were IndyCar regulars who
enjoyed success in selected stock-
car races – both won the Daytona
500 and the Indy 500 – many other
IndyCar regulars have struggled.

Sam Hornish Jr., Dario Franchitti
and Juan Pablo Montoya all won
the Indy 500 before moving over to
NASCAR. Montoya won two road
course races in 255 career Cup
starts, while Hornish and Franchitti
never found Victory Lane in 177
combined starts.

”Stock car racing is hard, but itʼs
also as in being a driver itʼs tough,
but itʼs also really hard from a lot of
other perspectives,” Patrick said.
“Itʼs about having all your ducks in
a row. Youʼve got to have the right
people, the right effort, the right be-
lief, the right everything, luck on
your side. The stars have to align in
NASCAR.”

Seven-time champion Jimmie
Johnson wants to stick with
NASCAR. Dedicating time and ef-
fort into an IndyCar race would take
too much away from his duties with
his family and the No. 48 Chevrolet
at Hendrick Motorsports.

“For me, no, my window has
closed. I was looking into it seri-
ously years ago,” he said.

Johnson also has concerns
about the open cockpits of an Indy-
Car.

“Until IndyCar decides to put
some kind of roof on their cars or
protect the drivers head, itʼs out of
the question,” he said.

But like the rest of the racing

world, Johnson is eager to see how
Alonso fares at Indianapolis.

“But [Iʼm] excited just to see
what happens just as a fan of all
forms of motorsports,” he said. “I
have always been a fan of Alonso.
Itʼs been very entertaining on and

off the track. I love his tenacity.
“Iʼm shocked to see that he is

going to able to pull it off and eager
to see how he does. I think we all
wonder how different drivers would
fare in different series and I think it
will be very cool to watch.”
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Making the Switch

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015
have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2 Lucas Oil Dirt LM 12
Monster Energy Cup 3 World of Outlaws 13
NASCAR XFINITY Series 4 Super DirtCar 14
NASCAR Touring 5 DirtCar Series 14-15
ARCA Racing 6 World of Outlaws LM 15
Southern Super Series 7 Midwest Sprint Car 15
OnTrack 8-10 ASCS 16
All Star Cir. of Champ11-12 OffTrack 17

ShorTrack 18-24
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MENCS - NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY
NXS - BRIAN LAWDERMILK/GETTY IMAGES

Welcome 2017 Race Fans!

Formula 1 driver Fernando Alonso announces he change to the In-
dyCar Series for the Indiananpolis 500 this May. (INDYCAR photo)



By REID SPENCER
RICHMOND, VA -

It took Joey Logano all
afternoon to drive from
the back of the field to
the front in Sundayʼs
Toyota Owners 400 at
Richmond Interna-
tional Raceway.

Logano started
from the rear after a

post-qualifying transmission
change, but when the checkered
flag waved after Lap 400, the driver
of the No. 22 Team Penske Ford
was at the head of the field, having
held off a banzai charge from team-
mate Brad Keselowski during a 19-
lap green-flag run.

Logano took the lead for the first
time on Lap 384, after restarting
behind six cars that had stayed out
on old tires under caution for Ryan
Blaneyʼs contact with the Turn 3
wall on Lap 377. On fresh rubber,
Logano made short work of the
cars in front of him and passed se-
ries leader Kyle Larson for the top
spot with 16 circuits left.

Keselowski had a faster car,
having led 110 laps, but he also
had more difficulty getting through
traffic after the final restart. By the
time Logano took the checkered
flag, Keselowski had narrowed his
teammate's straightaway lead to
roughly three car-lengths before
running out of time.

The 26-year-old from Connecti-
cut won his 18th race in his 300th
start in the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series. It was his
first victory of the season and his
second at Richmond.

Logano and Keselowski had
stayed out under the penultimate
caution on Lap 367 and appeared
vulnerable to the Joe Gibbs Racing
Toyotas of Denny Hamlin and Kyle
Busch until NASCAR called the
final yellow five laps after the
restart on Lap 377.

Of the cars that came to pit road
on Lap 378, Logano was first off
and lined up behind the six cars
that stayed out—those of Larson,
Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Chris
Buescher, Martin Truex Jr., David
Ragan and Cole Whitt. Busch drew
a penalty for a commitment line vi-
olation and went to the rear of the
field, eliminating one of the con-
tending cars.

"The caution came out," Logano
said of the final yellow. "The boys
had a great stop which gave us
good track position to pass the cars
that stayed out. We were able to
have a good start, work our way
past those cars and tried to take off
the best I could. I knew the 2 (Ke-
selowski) was so much faster than
everybody, and I had to get out
there as quick and as far as I could.

"He was on his way to catch me.
I think he was catching me a couple

tenths a lap. That was all I had in-
side the car, and I burned them up
early trying to go. Iʼm proud of the
effort of the team. We executed
under pressure today and brought
a car home that was a fifth-to-10th-
place car to Victory Lane."

For his part, Keselowski was
philosophical about the way the
race unfolded.

"I was just hoping for another
restart or the race to get extended
for another 10 laps," Keselowski
said. "I think we had a ton of long-
run speed today. That short run at

the end...half the field came, half
the field didnʼt. I just got stuck in a
lane of cars that didnʼt go.

"By the time I did, he (Logano)
had a whole straightaway on me. I
got it down to a couple of car-
lengths at the end. All and all, Iʼm
happy for Team Penske with the 1-
2 finish. Weʼll take it and move on."

Virginia native Denny Hamlin
ran third, but his No. 11 Joe Gibbs
Racing Toyota couldnʼt match the
speed of the Team Penske Fords.
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. recovered
from a brush with the Turn 3 wall to
come home fourth on older tires,
holding off fifth-place Kevin Harvick
over the final green-flag run.

NOTES: Dale Earnhardt Jr. fin-
ished 30th in his first race following
his announcement of retirement
from the Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series at the end of the sea-
son. Hendrick Motorsports team-
mate Jimmie Johnson pinched
Earnhardtʼs No. 88 Chevrolet into
the outside wall on Lap 343 to
cause the sixth caution. "I had no
clue anybody was out there—my
apologies," Johnson said on his
team radio… Stenhouse posted his
second top five of the season,
matching his result at Phoenix…
Kurt Busch continued to have elec-
trical problems with his No. 41
Ford. His air-conditioning failed,
even though the team had replaced
the unit before the race. Busch
nevertheless rallied to finish eighth
after falling a lap down and getting
it back as a "lucky dog" under the
fifth caution.
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Joey Logano Charges
from the Back to Win

at Richmond

Joey Logano, with microphone in hand, takes on all the duties of
celebrating his win in the Toyota Owners 400 at Richmond Interna-
tional Raceway. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)

Joey Logano (22) leads his teammate Brad Keselowski (2) and the rest of the field in the closing laps
of the RIR race Sunday afternoon. (SARA CRABILL/GETTY IMAGES photo)



By REID SPENCER
RICHMOND, VA -

Justin Allgaier had the
best car in Saturdayʼs
ToyotaCare 250
NASCAR XFINITY
Series race at Rich-
mond International
Raceway.

Kyle Larson isnʼt very good at
Richmond—and isnʼt bashful about
saying so.

Nevertheless, when two late
restarts played out at the .75-mile
short track, Larson was the race
winner in overtime, and Allgaier
was a disappointed second, con-
soled only by the $100,000 check
he collected as the winner of the
XFINITY Dash 4 Cash bonus as
the highest finishing series regular.

"Itʼs a bittersweet day, Iʼll be hon-
est with you," said Allgaier, who fin-
ished second to Larson despite
leading a race-high 157 of the 254
laps. "Iʼm really dejected—I wonʼt
lie to you. Thatʼs going to hurt for a
long time."

What stung so badly for the
driver of the No. 7 JR Motorsports

Chevrolet occurred in the final 15
laps of the race. Allgaier was lead-
ing, and teammate Elliott Sadler
was closing fast on fresher tires,
thanks to an aggressive pit call
under caution on Lap 184.

But NASCAR had to call a cau-
tion on Lap 239 of a scheduled 250
when the engine expired in BJ
McLeodʼs Chevrolet. Allgaier hit pit
road along with the other lead-lap
cars, including Sadler, whose only
option was a set of 17-lap scuffed
tires.

Ty Dillon took the lead out of the
pits on a two-tire call, but Dillon
jumped the restart on Lap 246,
mashing the gas before he reached
the restart zone.

After a five-car wreck involving
William Byron, Daniel Suarez,
Brennan Poole, Harrison Rhodes
and Kyle Benjamin slowed the field
on the restart lap, and Dillon was
sent to the rear of the field because
of the restart infraction, Larson had
the lead at Allgaierʼs expense and
controlled the overtime restart on
Lap 253.

Restarting in the inside lane,

Larson cleared Allgaier off Turn 2
and crossed the overtime line be-
fore a wreck on the backstretch
caused the seventh and final cau-
tion and froze the field with Larson
in the lead.

"Iʼm not good at this place, so a
win is pretty neat," said Larson,
who will start 18th as the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series
points leader in Sundayʼs Toyota
Owners 400 (on FOX at 2 p.m. ET)
at Richmond International Race-
way. "I still have to work on myself
for long runs. Iʼm terrible on long

runs.
"I was OK today, but (on Sun-

day) the competition is a lot harder.
The drivers are better. Just have to
be patient. Struggled in Happy
Hour (final practice), so weʼll see
how we are (on Sunday)."

Polesitter Daniel Hemric ran
third, followed by Austin Dillon and
Ryan Blaney.

Sadler retained the series lead
by 41 points over Allgaier, but the
driver of the No. 1 Chevy was frus-
trated, too. Sadler had race leader
Allgaier in his sights, having closed
the gap from 3.5 seconds to a cou-
ple of car-lengths before McLeodʼs
engine blew.

"Iʼm proud of the guys for taking
the chance we did, and we defi-
nitely had the race won," said the
Virginia native, who finished sev-
enth on the set of scuffed tires. "Itʼs
heartbreaking. We really wanted to
win here at our home track, in front
of our home fans."

NOTES: Larson led 10 laps--the
final 10... Allgaier won the
$100,000 Dash 4 Cash bonus for
the second time this season, hav-
ing also taken the prize at Phoenix,
where he also won the race… In
his XFINITY debut, Kyle Benjamin
ran consistently in the top 10 until
he had to return to pit road to
tighten lug nuts after what should
have been his final stop. Mired in
traffic, he was a victim of the Lap
246 incident and retired from the
race in 32nd-place, seven laps
down… Astute pit strategy helped
Dylan Lupton to a 12th-place, lead-
lap finish in his first XFINITY start
of the season… Darrell Wallace Jr.
finished sixth for the sixth time in
eight races this season. His other
two finishes are a pair of 33rds.
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s Kyle Larson Steals a
Win in NASCAR

XFINITY Series Race
at Richmond

Race winner Kyle Larson (42) dives inside of race leader Justin
Allgaier (7) for the winning pass. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo_

Nothing but confetti and celebrations in Richmond International Racewayʼs victory lane after a close-
run ToyotaCare 250 Saturday. (RUSSELL LABOUNTY/NKP photo)



STAFFORD, CT -
Returning to the
NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour full-time
this year, Ryan Preece
was itching to get back
into Victory Lane.

He accomplished
that goal Sunday in
the 46th running of the
NAPA Spring Sizzler at
Stafford Motor Speed-
way.

He took the lead from race
leader Doug Coby with 13 laps to
go and drove away with his first ca-
reer Spring Sizzler victory behind
the wheel of his No. 6 Chevrolet.

The win was his first since Au-
gust of 2015 at Bristol Motor
Speedway and his first of the newly
unified Whelen Modified Tour.
Preece, who previously had won
15 times on the Whelen Modified
Tour and three times on the Whe-

len Southern Modified Tour, spent
last year driving full-time on the
NASCAR XFINITY Series and
made just 10 starts between the
two tours.

More importantly for Preece, his
sixth victory at the Stafford half-mile
came in the track's prestigious
spring race.

"This means more to me than
my first tour win, it was so much
hard work," said an emotional
Preece in the press box after the
win. "My grandfather has won this
race. There are just so many things
that come to my head right now. I
started racing a modified when I
was 12 or 13 years old."

Preece led 55 laps. Doug Coby,
who set the track record en route to
his sixth straight Coors Light Pole
at the track Saturday, led a race-
high 142. But a late caution helped
set up Preece's pass for the lead.
While Coby snagged the lead back

on the Lap 192 restart, Preece
quickly powered back to the front.

Chase Dowling finished third.
The 18-year-old won the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series 40-lap
SK Modified division feature earlier
in the day.

Eric Goodale led three laps and
finished fourth, and Ted Christo-
pher was fifth.

Rowan Pennink, Craig Lutz, Ron
Silk, Justin Bonsignore and David

Sapienza rounded out the top 10.
Pennink took the championhip

points lead by one over Timmy
Solomito. Bonsignore is third, 16
behind Pennink and leading a pack
of six drivers -- including Preece in
fifth -- separated by just eight
points.

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour returns to the track at Langley
Speedway in Hampton, Virginia, on
May 13.
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Ryan Preece scored his first career Spring Sizzler victory Sunday at
Stafford (Conn.) Motor Speedway. (Michael Ivins/NASCAR photo)

Preece Edges Coby For
Whelen Modified Victory at

Stafford

S C A R B O R -
OUGH, ME - Reid
Lanpher of Manches-
ter backed up a ca-
reer-first Pro All Stars
Series victory the pre-
vious week at Oxford
Plains Speedway with
a dominant perform-
ance in Saturday's
300-lap PASS Na-

tional Championship Series Super
Late Model race at Beech Ridge
Motor Speedway in Scarborough,
Maine.

Lanpher was chased across the
finish line by the reigning Pro Se-
ries champion at Beech Ridge
Motor Speedway, Curtis Gerry of
Waterboro, who passed a fleet of
racecars after a spin relegated him
to the back of the pack midway
through the marathon. Derek Ram-
strom of West Boylston, Massa-
chusetts claimed third-place
honors, in front of Belfast racer
Travis Benjamin and Turner's Glen
Luce.

Lanpher, a former NASCAR Pro
Series track champion at Beech
Ridge, started the race from 11th
position and patiently worked his

way into contention, occasionally
challenging three-time 2016 PASS
Super Late Model winner Garrett
Hall of Scarborough, who led the
first 109 laps before Lanpher made
his move to the front during an ex-
tended green flag run that went
well past the halfway point when a
caution flag sent just about the en-
tire field to pit road for tires.

Benjamin and Luce beat Lan-
pher out of the pits, and for 43 laps
Benjamin set the pace while Lan-

pher again patiently awaited the
opportunity to dive down low and
grab a lead he would not relinquish
68 laps before the checkered flag
waved.

Tracy Gordon of Strong; reigning
PASS North Super Late Model
champion DJ Shaw of Center Con-
way, New Hampshire and Joey Do-
iron of, Berwick were sixth through
eighth in the finishing order. Only
eight cars completed all 300 laps.
The top ten rundown was com-
pleted by Hermon's Mike Hopkins
and the early race leader Hall.

Ben Tinker of New Gloucester
extended his early-season lead in
the PASS Mods championship
standings with an impressive 40-
lap triumph. Tinker started tenth,
methodically worked his way

through the field, then outran Bruce
Helmuth of Wales to the checkered
flag. 

Newburgh's Scott Alexander
nailed down a third-place finish.
Steven Jones of Saco led the
opening stage of the race and fin-
ished in fourth position. Gary
Shackford of Center Conway, New
Hampshire rounded out the top five
in the Lundblad 28.

Bryce Mains of Bridgton won his
second straight Street Stock Quad
Series open, dominating the sec-
ond half of the 50-lap race to post
his second career win in the class.
Mains, as he did the previous
week, wrestled the lead away from
teammate Matt Dufault of Turner
and never looked back.

Tyler King of Livermore charged
from the back of the pack into sec-
ond position, in a car built in the
family garage over the winter with
tools borrowed from 300-lap Super
Late Model winner Lanpher's shop.
Kyle Hewins of Leeds was third
under the checkered flag, claiming
a second straight podium finish and
unofficially moving to second spot
in the four-race championship se-
ries. Kurt Hewins of Leeds and
Greene's Zachary Bowie rounded
out the top five. 

The Pro All Stars Series North
Super Late Models visit Star
Speedway in Epping, New Hamp-
shire this Saturday (May 6) for The
Support 50 Legs 150. Post time is
6:30 p.m.
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300-Lap Score at
Beech Ridge is Second

Straight PASS SLM Win for
Reid Lanpher

Reid Lanpher excitedly emerges from his winning car in Oxford
Plains Speedway victory lane. (Norm Marx/PASS photo)



SALEM, IN - Boca
Raton, Florida's Dalton
Sargeant settled into
his own zip code Sun-
day afternoon at
Salem Speedway, and
put a major-league
whooping on the field
to win the Kentuckiana
Ford Dealers ARCA
200. Sargeant, who
was himself a lap
down at one point, got

four fresh General Tires under cau-
tion late in the going and checked
out from there to earn his second
career ARCA Racing Series pre-
sented by Menards victory. In the
end, Sargeant, in the No. 77 Big
Tine Ford, was the only driver to
complete all 200 laps.

"The biggest thing was working
on long green flag runs…the guys
at Cunningham Motorsports did an
awesome job," said Sargeant. "The
General Tires were incredible."

"We got a lap down on that long
green flag run. My crew chief Chad
Bryant just kept reiterating…take
your time…just race the race track,
and it paid off. This is definitely a
difficult race. Our No. 77 Big Tine
Cunningham Ford was amazing.
I'm looking forward to Talladega."

Gus Dean, in his first Salem at-
tempt, looked like an old pro, fin-
ishing second in the No. 32 GREE
Cooling Products Toyota.

"I knew it was going to be chal-
lenging…to run in the top-five; but
this Win-Tron team is fully capable
of doing anything and everything
on that track," said Dean. "We went
a lap down, but we never got dis-
couraged. This feels amazing…we
really needed this. These General
Tires are incredible…they just
never quit. Best tires I've ever
raced on."

Dean tangled with Christian
Eckes early on and both cars spun
in turn two. While Dean went a lap
down, Eckes took the opportunity
to pit for four General Tires. Back
under green, Eckes quickly drove
through the field and passed race
leader Travis Miller on the 53rd lap.
Once Eckes had the lead, and on
newer tires, the Middletown, N.Y.
rookie drove away from the field.
But after leading 91 laps, Eckes
now found himself on older tires
while Sargeant, Dean and the rest
of the front-runners pitted for new
tires under caution on lap 135.
Once the field went green,

Sargeant drove to the front in no
time while Eckes continued to fade.
From there, Sargeant led the final
57 laps.

Kyle Weatherman, in Mason
Mitchell's No. 78 Turn 1 Condos
Chevrolet, finished third. Weather-
man was in contention for the win
all the way through but got caught
on pit road on a green flag stop on
lap 130.

Then, after the long green flag
run, the caution finally came out
while Weatherman was receiving
service.

"We had an awesome
car…thanks to everyone at Mason
Mitchell Motorsports," said Weath-
erman. "We had a little problem on
pit road..it was partially my fault. I
felt like we had the best car
here...we're killing it. Once we get
our little stuff cleaned up, we'll be
fine."

Sargeant's Cunningham Motor-
sports teammate Shane Lee fin-
ished fourth in the No. 22 Big Tine
Ford.

"We had a pretty good car," said
Lee. "We started off really good but
I ran it too hard and got two laps
down. We put four tires on it, and it
really came to life. Not a bad day.
Congrats to my teammate. They
were the best today."

Austin Theriault, in Ken
Schrader's No. 52 Ford, finished
fifth in his first Salem attempt.

"We could have done better, but

we took tires on the green
flag…then the caution came out,"
said Theriault. "I'm excited with the
top-five. If we keep running like
this, we'll get another win," added
the Daytona winner.

If the pit stops didn't cycle just
right for Theriault or Weatherman,
they worked perfectly for Sargeant.
The last time an ARCA winner
lapped the entire field was in 2006
at Michigan Int'l Speedway when
David Stremme accomplished the
feat. Sargeant was not lost on the
enormity of what he had accom-
plished.

"It's just a testament to this Cun-
ningham Motorsports
team…they're champions…they
really are the best at what we do.
I'm very aware of all the great his-
tory here at Salem Speedway and
all the great winners who have
come before me. By far the biggest

win of my career. My guys couldn't
work any harder. We have a lot of
great momentum. I couldn't be
more proud."

Zane Smith (Venturini Motor-
sports), Bret Holmes (Bret Holmes
Racing), Eckes (Venturini Motor-
sports), Tony Mrakovich (Ken
Schrader Racing) and Miller (MDM
Motorsports), who led the first 52
laps, completed the top-10 finish-
ers, respectively.

Just two cautions for minor inci-
dents slowed the field for 16 laps
while long green flag runs prevailed
throughout the 200-lap show, keep-
ing drivers and pit crews on their
toes from start to finish.

It's a tight turnaround from here
as the General Tire 200 at Tal-
ladega Superspeedway looms
large in the windshield, coming
next Friday, May 5, live on FS1 at 6
p.m. Eastern.
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Kentuckiana Ford Dealers

200 at Salem

Dalton Sargeant celebrates his win in victory lane at Salem Speed-
way. He was the only driver to complete all 200 laps, (arcarac-
ing.com photo)



MOBILE, AL - Mo-
bile International
Speedway hosted its
first of only two races
on the 2017 Southern
Super Series pre-
sented by Sunoco cir-
cuit Saturday evening.
At the end of the 95-
lap feature, it was Jeff
Choquette who pre-
vailed, besting 17
other competitors with

a superior green flag run.
Choquette took over the lead

from young gun Chase Purdy just
under a quarter of the way through
the race, never looking back. 

"We struggled yesterday over at
Pensacola, but it's good to come
back here and rebound," Cho-
quette said.  "We knew we had a
good car when we unloaded and
we tweaked on it a little bit more."

While the majority of drivers
were wishing for a caution, Cho-
quette was running circles around
them.  At the end of the race, only
four cars had evaded Choquette
long enough to stay on the lead
lap. 

"We put a little too much gear to
it for qualifying but it ended up pay-
ing off in the race," the West Palm
Beach native said.  "I can't thank
these guys enough for sticking it
out for two hot days.  Hopefully we
can keep this momentum going."

Choquette adds this win to a
lengthy résumé that includes a Pro
Late Model championship from this
year's World Series of Asphalt
Stock Car Racing at New Smyrna
Speedway (FL).  In nine nights of
racing, Choquette won five races in
three different divisions. 

"I can't thank the whole Jett fam-
ily enough for what they do," Cho-
quette stated.  "To be getting in a
car that they put underneath me is
a true privilege."

Stephen Nasse stared at the
back of the Choquette's machine
until it faded out of view.  Despite
working his way up from eighth to
second, the No. 9 machine was too
strong to reel in. 

"I was able to get up front pretty
early and I had a really fast piece,"
Nasse said.  "When I was able to
get to second, there was a little
over a half a straightaway ahead of
me."

Strategy was the name of the
game, and Nasse knew that the
leader would be conserving as

much of their tires as possible.  
"I didn't want to burn my stuff up

trying to catch [Choquette]," Nasse
explained.  "I knew if I was able to
catch him, it would be harder to get
by him.  He'd be saving his stuff."

Third-place finisher Chandler
Smith had little idea what to expect
when the green flag flew.  Smith
had never visited the Alabama half-
mile before.  With limited experi-
ence, a spot on the podium was
nothing short of a victory for the 14-
year-old racer.

"I'm speechless right now,"
Smith said.  "This is like a win for
us.  We've been working our tails
off trying to get our Super program
pretty good.  This is the first time
I've been to the race track and I'm
really loving it.  I'm looking forward
to coming back for the next race."

Donnie Wilson and Chase Purdy
rounded out the top-five finishers.
Wilson's fourth-place finish, cou-
pled with a runner-up effort Friday
at Five Flags Speedway (FL),
earned him the $1,000 bonus for
the best average finish for the Gulf
Coast weekend.

Next up for the Southern Super
Series presented by Sunoco is a
trip to Bristol Motor Speedway (TN)
for the inaugural Short Track U.S.
Nationals. The next race at Mobile
International Speedway takes
place on August 19.  

For more information on the
Southern Super Series presented
by Sunoco, head to www.southern-
superseries.com.  Also be sure to
follow the Southern Super Series
on Twitter, @SoSuperSeries, and
give us a like on Facebook
at www.Facebook.com/Southern-
SuperSeries.

Pollard Ends Drought
With SSS Victory at

Five Flags
PENSACOLA, FL - Twenty-

seven cars were in attendance at
Five Flags Speedway (FL) Friday
night to kick off the Southern Super
Series presented by Sunoco dou-
bleheader weekend.  Bubba Pol-
lard dominated the latter half of the
100-lap event before parking his
No. 26 machine in familiar territory:
Blizzard Series victory lane. 

This win has been long antici-
pated for Pollard who has suffered
from an unusual drought through-
out the early part of the 2017 sea-
son.  His only victory had been the
Red-Eye 100, a January race at
New Smyrna Speedway (FL).

Pollard acknowledged the diffi-
culties his team has been hav-
ing and the impact it's had on all of
them.

"We've been struggling and it's
been tough on us," Pollard admit-
ted.

Despite the misfortune, Pollard
set fast-time in qualifying and after
the invert, started third.  At lap 51
of the feature, he left the competi-
tion in the dust.

"We've been working, and we
haven't given up," Pollard said.  "I
can't thank my guys enough.  We
had to come here and prove some-
thing.  We had a good race car
from the time we unloaded.  Every-
body has been counting us out, but
we're just getting going."

If Bubba Pollard stole the show,
Kyle Plott was the opener.  The 21-
year-old native led the other 49
laps after getting a successful jump
on pole-sitter Garrett Jones.

"My car was really good, but
Bubba was just hooking up really
good," Plott said.  This is our first
time here with this car so we've got
a good notebook on it."

Plott was able to hold off the
competition for three different
restarts before ultimately fading to
third place.

"We were really good the first
part of the run," Plott said.  "We've
just got to figure out how to make it
last a little bit longer."

Practice foreshadowed a strong
run for Oklahoma native Donnie
Wilson.  Though disappointed with
his finish, Wilson drove from a
starting position of 19th all the way
to second place.

"I can't thank my crew enough,"
Wilson said.  "Because the driver
really, really screwed up in qualify-
ing.  We had a really fast car and I
guess everyone could tell with us
coming from 19th to second."

Wilson was disappointed in the
lack of cautions that might have al-
lowed him to challenge Pollard to-
wards the end.  He knows Pollard
is always talented at Five Flags
Speedway, but believes the tables
may be turning soon.

"I think our time is coming," Wil-
son said.  "We had a good run and
we'll come back next time."

Young gun Chase Purdy fin-
ished fourth and current Southern
Super Series points leader
Stephen Nasse rounded out the
top five.
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Choquette celebrates his first SSS win of the 2017 season in victory
lane at Mobile International Speedway. (Speed51.com photo)

Choquette Runs Away
With So. Super Series Win

at Mobile

Bubba Pollard celebrates his first SSS win of the season at Five
Flags Speedway. (Speed51.com photo)



Homestead-Miami
Speedway

MIAMI, FL - The
sold-out crowd on
hand for the 2016
Ford EcoBoost 400 at
Homestead-Miami
Speedway was
treated to one of the
most memorable mo-
ments in NASCAR
history, as Jimmie
Johnson claimed the
seventh Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup
Series championship
of his illustrious career
after taking the check-
ered flag in the 267-

lap race. The feat tied him with
legends Richard Petty and Dale
Earnhardt Sr. for the most titles all
time in NASCAR annals. 

This year, in addition to hosting
the championship race in the Mon-
ster Energy Series, Homestead-
Miami Speedway will also be the
site of another iconic moment. The
2017 Ford EcoBoost 400 is sched-
uled to be the final Monster Energy
Series race in the storied career of
Dale Earnhardt Jr., who on Tues-
day announced his retirement from
the series. 

The Ford EcoBoost 400 season-
finale will be the climax of Ford
Championship Weekend, which
also includes high-octane champi-
onship races in the NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series and NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series. 3-Day ticket
packages to Ford Championship
Weekend, November 17-19, are of-
ficially on sale now to the public
and can be purchased by visiting
www.HomesteadMiamiSpeed-
way.com or by calling (866) 409-
RACE (7223) or locally at (305)
230-5255.

In addition, deposits are now
being accepted for single-day tick-
ets to Ford Championship Week-
end where fans can reserve their
seats before those tickets go on
sale to the general public on May
5th. For more information on de-
posits, please visit www.Home-
steadMiamiSpeedway.com. 

Ford Championship Weekend
provides all fans with numerous
amenities, which include the fol-
lowing: 

• Fans purchasing a 3-day pack-
age will have on-track access to
the post-race celebrations for all
three championship finales

• Kids 12 years and younger are
free for Friday and Saturdayʼs
races in general admission sec-
tions

• Half-priced Sunday tickets for
kids 12 years and younger in re-

served grandstand sections
• Free parking
• Fans can bring coolers meas-

uring up to 14x14x14 inches
• Live music entertainment

throughout the facility
2017 Ford Championship Week-

end will commence on Friday, No-
vember 17 with the Ford EcoBoost
200 Camping World Truck Series
championship race. On Saturday,
November 18, the XFINITY Series
will hold its championship finale,
the Ford EcoBoost 300. The
NASCAR season will culminate on
Sunday, November 19, when driv-
ers battle in the Ford EcoBoost 400
Monster Energy Series champi-
onship race.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Multi-PLAT-

INUM, award-winning national
country artists Eli Young Band is
coming to Pocono Raceway on
Sunday, June 11 to perform the
pre-race concert prior to the start of
the Pocono 400 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race.

With three No. 1 hits under their
belt as well as a Grammy nomina-
tion and an Academy of Country
Music Award for Song of the Year
for their hit “Crazy Girl,” Eli Young
will be live on stage on the
frontstretch of Pocono Raceway,
performing the pre-race concert.

Tickets to the show are free with
the purchase of a ticket for Sun-
dayʼs NASCAR race. Stage front
tickets are $35 with the purchase of
a ticket for Sundayʼs Pocono 400
as well as a pit pass.

To purchase tickets,
www.PoconoRaceway.com/EliY-
oungBand

Eli Young recently released their
second Republic Nashville album,
10,000 Towns.

Itʼs been a long, steady rise for
bassist Jon Jones, drummer Chris
Thompson, lead vocalist Mike Eli
and guitarist James Young, but the
same four musicians have been to-
gether from the start and are now
reaping the rewards. They began
performing together in 2000 while
attending North Texas State Uni-
versity, and honed their skills on the
Lone Star stateʼs competitive music
circuit by building a rabid fan base
who appreciated their potent live
shows and the edgy, passionate
indie albums that preceded their
major label ascension.

With the 2011 release of their
Republic Nashville debut, “Life at
Best,” the Eli Young Band scored
their first No. 1 hit with “Crazy Girl.”
The double platinum single be-
came the # 1 most played country
song of the year on Billboardʼs

2011 year end chart and earned
them the ACM Award for Song of
the Year. The bandʼs next single,
“Even If It Breaks Your Heart,” be-
came their second No. 1 and was
certified platinum. 

It earned the band Grammy
nods for Best Duo/Group Perform-
ance and for Best Country Song as
well as Single of the Year and Song
of the Year nominations from both
the CMA and ACM.

After years of paying dues and
gaining experience, the Eli Young
Band is at the top of their game.
While they started playing in tiny
clubs, they have graduated to
packing out theaters and mid-size
venues as a headliner. Their road
dog reputation helped them to earn
an opening slot playing stadiums
on the Kenny Chesney tour. All
those miles on the road and visits
to 10,000 towns coalesce to make
their new album the bandʼs
strongest effort yet.

Their meticulous approach to
writing and finding the very best
songs for the new album paid off
quickly as the lead single, “Drunk
Last Night,” became the bandʼs
third No. 1 hit. 

In recording “10,000 Towns,” the
Eli Young Band gathered songs
from Music Rowʼs top writers, in-

cluding Craig Wiseman, David Lee
Murphy, Jon Randall and Will
Hoge, and the band also penned
half the songs on the album them-
selves.

The second single, “Dust,” was
the #1 most added song on the
chart the first week with a massive
62 stations on board. The song is a
rock-tinged number about a girl
leaving small town life behind and
taking charge of her future. 

On 10,000 Towns, the Eli Young
Band delivers a diverse collection
of songs that explores the com-
plexities of relationships such as
the bluesy cheating song “Revela-
tions” and the heartbreaking “What
Does,” a poignant examination of a
failed relationship. Yet there are
several tunes that just revel in the
simple pleasures that bring joy to
the journey, among them “Just Add
Moonlight” and “Letʼs Do Some-
thing Tonight.” “A Prayer for the
Road” is a tender tribute to the love
of their families and the prayerful
support that goes with them every
mile.

Pocono Raceway will host
seven national motorsports events
during the 2017 racing season.

Tickets for all races are now on
sale at poconoraceway.com or by
calling 1-800-RACEWAY.
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Talladega
Superspeedway

TALLADEGA, AL -
A Talladega Super-
s p e e d w a y
tradition since the
spring of
2014, the Freedom
Trophy – which
proudly displays the
five branches of the
United States military
– will be presented to
the winner of the Sun-
day, May 7, GEICO
500 by Colonel
Christopher C. Bar-
nett. 

The Freedom Tro-
phy is presented to each Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup
Series (MENCS) winner by a mem-
ber of one of our countryʼs military.
Members from all five branches –
Army, Air Force, Navy, Marines,
and Coast Guard - have stood
alongside a MENCS driver in
Gatorade Victory
Lane, handing the victorious driver
the one-of-a-kind trophy.

Since the summer of 2016, Col.
Barnett has been an instructor of
Leadership and Warfighting at the
Air War College (AWC), located on
Maxwell Air Force Base in Mont-
gomery, Alabama. Prior to joining
the AWC faculty, he served as the
Vice Commander, 435th Air
Ground Operations Wing, and Vice
Commander, 435th Air Expedi-
tionary Wing, Ramstein AFB, Ger-
many.

Barnett is a 1991 graduate of the
U.S. Naval Academy and AWC. He
is also a certified command pilot,
with more than 3,000 flight hours
and 200 combat hours in a variety
of H-60 aircraft. For his efforts re-
lating to the combat search and
rescue of an F-14 crew in Iraq on
April 1, 2003, he was awarded the
Air Force Special Operations Com-
mand "Pilot of the Year Award."

Four different drivers have been
presented the Freedom Tro-
phy at Talladega Superspeedway -

Denny Hamlin (2014), Brad
Keselowski (ʼ14 & ʼ16), Dale Earn-
hardt, Jr. (ʼ15), and Joey Logano
(ʼ15 & ʼ16).

“At Talladega Superspeedway,
we take great delight in supporting
our nationʼs military,” Chairman of
Talladega Superspeedway Grant
Lynch said. “We are thrilled to have
Col. Barnett in attendance to pres-
ent the Freedom Trophy to the win-
ner of the GEICO 500 and
canʼt thank him enough for his
service to our country. It will be an
incredible chance for all our fans in
attendance to show their apprecia-

tion to Col. Barnett and other mem-
bers of our military. Thereʼs nothing
we take more pride in than show-
ing support for those who fight for
our freedom so that we can put on
spectacular racing action at Tal-
ladega.”

In addition to recognizing the
military through the Freedom Tro-
phy, Talladega will also showcase
the traditional military flyover with a
massive C-130 four-engine turbo-
prop aircraft and the always antici-
pated drive of Johnny Rayʼs
semi-truck, sporting a giant Ameri-
can flag during the National An-
them. The track is proud to offer
special ticket prices for all mem-
bers of the military and their fami-
lies for its upcoming race
weekend that features not only
the GEICO 500, but also
the Sparks Energy 300 on Satur-
day for the NASCAR XFINITY Se-
ries on Saturday, May 6, and
the General Tire 200 for the ARCA
Racing Series on Friday, May 5.
For more information, visit www.tal-
ladegasuperspeedway.com or call
855-518-RACE.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Day-

tona International Speedway, Inter-
national Speedway Corporation
and NASCAR employees cele-
brated NASCAR Race to Green
week by donating and planting
trees at City Island River Walk in
Daytona Beach.

Approximately 50 employees at-
tended the event, planting 31 live
oak trees and 250 marigolds, as
well as rose bushes and trailing yel-
low lantanas. The group visited the
City Island area for the second year
in a row due to the damage the
trees and plants received during
Hurricane Matthew in October
2016. This is the eighth year that

DIS, ISC and NASCAR employees
have planted trees in the Daytona
Beach area.

NASCAR Greenʼs Tree Planting
Program highlights the NASCAR
Race to Green initiative and is a
call-to-action for fans and the in-
dustry to donate trees that will be
planted across the country as well
as in areas recently devastated by
natural disasters. In partnership
with the Arbor Day Foundation, and
with a previous partnership with the
Virginia Department of Forestry,
403,000 trees have been planted
across the United States. The pro-
gram offsets carbon emissions
from NASCAR racing for the next
40 years.

Daytona International Speedway,
International Speedway Corpora-
tion and NASCAR employees
planting Live Oak trees on City Is-
land in Daytona Beach.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Have the

need for speed and want to be
somewhere fast? Talladega Super-
speedwayʼs answer is TallaTaxi
which returns this spring for the
trackʼs anticipated triple-header
race weekend, May 5-7, headlined
by the GEICO 500.

TallaTaxis can transport up to six
passengers at a time and will actu-
ally be available starting Thursday,
May 4 for fans arriv-
ing early and will con-
tinue throughout the
remainder of the
weekend. TallaTaxis
will be in use for all
three of Talladega
Superspeedwayʼs
race events:
the GEICO 500 Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series (May

7), Sparks Energy 300 NASCAR
XFINITY Series (May 6), and Gen-
eral Tire 200 ARCA Racing Series
Presented by Menards (May 5).

TallaTaxi, which debuted at Tal-
ladega last fall, is a 24-hour serv-
ice, making travel easy for both the
early birds and all-nighters. Starting
at the low-price of $5 (per person,
per ride), fans can grab a ride to
and from nearly anywhere on Tal-
ladegaʼs 3,000 acres of property
(excluding only the West C camp-
ground).

To catch a ride simply call or
text 623.340.5876 or flag one down
with the classic “HEY TAXI!” wave,
as there will be many, unmistakable
black and yellow checked golf carts
around speedway property.

TallaTaxis help guests reach
their destination in a timely manner,
while keeping them well-rested for
the weekendʼs activities, where the
winners of the GEICO
500 and Sparks Energy 300 events
will be all but locked into the sea-
son-ending playoffs.

“We received so many rave re-
views about the debut of TallaTaxi
and are thrilled to welcome them
back to Talladega Superspeed-
way,” track Chairman Grant Lynch
said. “It goes beyond a typical
transportation service because it
will pick up and drop off fans at
nearly any location. It is a huge hit
with our fans.” 

Patron Transport Services, LLC,
which prides itself on offering 24-
hour golf-cart taxi services at a va-
riety of events across the country,
began in 2005. Today, Patron is the
largest and most efficient taxi serv-
ice in the nation. It is the first and
only company of its type to deliver
dependable and effective services
along with a flawless safety record
and excellent customer service.

Talladega Superspeedway will
also continue to offer tram services
and ADA shuttles free of charge
throughout race weekend, at select
locations across the racetrack.

Indianapolis Motor Speedway
INDIANAPOLIS, IN - The Indi-

anapolis Motor Speedway an-
nounced today that its grandstands 

(Continued Next Page)

Daytona International Speedway, International Speedway Corpora-
tion and NASCAR employees planting Live Oak trees on City Island
in Daytona Beach. (DIS photo)
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Continued…

will be entirely smoke-
free beginning with the
2017 Red Bull Air
Race. In addition,
leading up to the 
Air Race, the track will
provide limited smoke-
free family grand-
stands at select Month
of May events and at
the Brickyard 400. 

"Our fans should
be able to sit in their
seats while enjoying a
smoke-free experi-
ence," Hulman &
Company President

and CEO Mark Miles said. "Starting
in the fall, we'll be able to provide
this opportunity to all of our cus-
tomers." 

Said IMS President J. Douglas
Boles: "In recent years, our fans
have consistently asked us to pro-
vide a smoke-free experience in
the grandstands. This is especially
true among families bringing
younger children to the track. I'm
pleased we're making this move
and look forward to working with
our operational team, fans and
partners to implement these
changes." 

Both the Alliance for a Healthier
Indiana and the Indiana State De-
partment of Health applauded
today's decision. 

"The Alliance for a Healthier In-
diana lauds IMS for moving the
needle on Hoosier public health
outcomes," said Bryan Mills, CEO
of Community Health Network and
founding member of the Alliance.
"Indiana has worked hard to be-
come an attractive place to live,
work and do business. However,
consistently poor health rankings
undermine our progress. Today's
announcement from IMS proves
they are not only the world's pre-
mier racing venue but a premier
partner in creating a health climate
for the next generation of racing
fans. Future generations will be the
ones to gain from the health and
economic benefits of a smoke-free
environment." 

Said Indiana State Health Com-
missioner Jerome M. Adams, M.D.,
M.P.H.: "The Indianapolis Motor
Speedway is one of the premier at-
tractions in Indiana, and it's excit-
ing to see it taking a public stand
for smoke-free environments. I
can't think of a more visible en-
dorsement of better health for
Hoosiers and those who visit our
state." 

IMS offered its first smoke-free
family grandstands on Miller Lite

Carb Day in 2016. This year, they
will be available to customers at the
INDYCAR Grand Prix on May 12-
13, on Miller Lite Carb Day on Fri-
day, May 26 and at the Brickyard
400 on Sunday, July 23. To learn
more about the family grandstands
and purchase tickets, visit
IMS.com. 

Beginning with the 2017 Red
Bull Air Race on Oct. 14-15, 2017
and continuing throughout the en-
tire 2018 season and beyond,
smoking will not be permitted in
any IMS grandstands. Fans wish-
ing to smoke will be asked to do so
20 feet away from buildings and re-
served seating entrances. Smoking
will continue to be allowed in the
IMS infield. 

"This is good news we're shar-
ing today," Miles said. "And I'd like
to thank the Alliance and ISDH for
their support and assistance in
reaching this decision."  

In the coming months and as the
2018 season approaches, IMS will
provide additional guidance to fans
on the implementation of these new
policies. 

The Indiana Tobacco Quitline is
a free, phone-based counseling
service provided by the State De-
partment of Health that helps Indi-
ana smokers quit. Support is
available seven days a week. IMS
encourages anyone looking to stop
smoking to take advantage of this
resource and many others avail-
able.

For assistance today, call 1-800-
QUIT-NOW (800-784-8869).

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - With six-time

Talladega Superspeedway winner
and 14-time Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series Most Popular
driver Dale Earnhardt Jr. announc-
ing his retirement after the 2017
season, the GEICO 500 on May 7
at the track he considers a second
home – Talladega Superspeedway
- will be his last spring event at the
Biggest and Baddest track on the
planet.

Dale Jr. has had plenty of suc-
cess at “Sweet Home Talladega”
throughout the years. He leads all
active-drivers in Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series (MENCS)
wins at TSS, and three have come
in the springtime classic - GEICO
500. Here are additional statistics
for his efforts in the GEICO 500:

Springtime at Talladega for Dale
Jr.

• Total Races: 17
• Wins: 3 (2002, 2003, 2015)
• Top-5 Finishes: 6 (including 2

runner-ups)
• Top-10 Finishes: 10

• Laps Led: 458
• Average Finish: 13.4
• Poles: 0 (5 top-five starts)
• First Race: 2000 (Started 6th;

finished 42 – Blown Engine)
• NASCAR XFINITY Races: 9 (1

win in 2003; four top five finishes)
• International Race of Champi-

ons (IROC) Races: 2 (11th best fin-
ish in 2000)

Dale Jr.ʼs three MENCS victories
in the spring rank him tied for sec-
ond on the all-time GEICO 500 win
list, trailing only Jeff Gordon. His
trio of triumphs have him knotted
with Alabama Gang members
Bobby & Davey Allison, along with
Buddy Baker, defending GEICO
500 champ Brad Keselowski and
his Dad – Dale Earnhardt, Sr.  (who
leads all drivers with 10 overall TSS
first-place efforts). Dale Jr. learned
about Talladega Superspeedway
by watching his dad – something
he believes was pivotal to his de-
velopment as a restrictor plate
racer as he tried to follow in his
footsteps.

“I learned a tremendous amount
because I solely watched him
where, someone else who grew up
around the sport may not have fo-
cused as much on one particular
driver. That really helped me de-
velop into a better plate race car
driver than the average guy,” he
said.

The first-time Dale Jr. saw Tal-
ladegaʼs 2.66-mile venue from be-
hind the wheel was thanks to his
father. That day back in 1997, the
younger Earnhardt, who had never
driven a MENCS car, knew he was
going to Talladega, but he didnʼt
know why.

“Dad called me at the dealership
(Dale Earnhardt Chevrolet) and
told me to grab my helmet and to
be at the airport the next morning,
not to ask any questions or tell any-
one where I was going,” he said.
“We got there and he told me to put
my stuff on and get in the car, go
out and run, and to hold it wide
open.” He would compete in two
NASCAR XFINITY Series
races the next two years (1998-
99) at TSS where his best finish
was sixth in ʼ99.

In the spring of 2001, driving the
No. 8 Dale Earnhardt Incorporated
Chevrolet (DEI), Dale Jr. recorded
his first top-10 at the 2.66-mile Su-
perspeedway, leading 33 laps and
coming home eighth.

When the MENCS returned the
following spring, it seemed he had
the place figured out. He led 133 of
188 laps and beat teammate
Michael Waltrip to the line by only
.06 seconds, recording a one-two
finish for DEI.

In the spring of 2003, Jr. found
himself in victory lane again after
leading 34 laps.

“We were winning so many
races there in a short period of time
and some places you feel almost
like you are at home, and this is
one of them,” Dale Jr. said of Tal-
ladega.

It would be 12 years until he
recorded his third spring victory at
ʻSweet Home Talladegaʼ. This time,
he drove into Gatorade Victory
Lane driving the No. 88 for Hen-
drick Motorsports. In the
2015 GEICO 500, led a race high
67 laps, including the final 27 cir-
cuits, holding off teammate Jimmie
Johnson to the roar of Earnhardt
Nation in the grandstands.

It had been a long time coming
for Dale Jr. to get back into the win-
nerʼs circle at his special track. “I
just feel real emotional,” he said af-
terwards. “I hadnʼt won here in a
long time. It was Daddyʼs birthday
a few days ago. Iʼm just really emo-
tional right now. What a place.”

The emotions will certainly be
present when Jr. enters his final
spring event at Talladega next
weekend, May 5-7.

“Our fans love to see us win and
lead the race here,” Jr. said. “They
want us to lead every lap. Iʼm ap-
preciative of all their support and
canʼt wait to be back on the track at
Talladega.”

Donʼt miss out on your chance to
see Dale Jr. in action in his
final GEICO 500 on Sunday, May 7
at 1 p.m. CDT. To purchase tickets
or receive more information call the
ticket office at 855.518.RACE or
visit www.talladegasuperspeed-
way.com.

Talladega Superspeedway
LOS ANGELES, CA - The

planned Guinness World Record
attempt for the longest motorcycle
jump is cancelled due to Monster
Energy sponsored athlete Alex
Harvill sustaining a foot injury dur-
ing a practice jump. Details about a
future jump to follow. 

"Alex Harvill is a tough competi-
tor and will bounce back strong. A
Guinness World Record is a huge
challenge,” says Mitch Covington,
Vice President of Sports Marketing,
Monster Energy. “We expect that
he will be back riding soon and look
forward to his next attempt at the
record.”

"I want to thank everyone for the
support in making my dream come
true and for being so concerned
about my mishap,” says Harvill. “I
canʼt wait to get back on the bike
and break the record for Monster
and all my fans."
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BEDFORD, PA -
For the first time in his
young career, Trey
Starks is an Arctic Cat
All Star Circuit of
Champions main
event winner, outrun-
ning Dale Blaney and
Lucas Wolfe for the
Roy Morral Tribute title
at the Bedford Fair-
grounds Speedway in
Bedford, Pennsylva-

nia. Starks, pilot of the Scott Gob-
recht-owned/Textron Off Road/No.
44, took command officially on lap
three and never looked back,
crossing under the final checkers
2.2 seconds ahead of the competi-
tion. The $5,000 victory was Starksʼ
first in Central Pennsylvania.

“I donʼt even know what to say
right now. This is amazing,” Trey
Starks said in victory lane. “This is
such a humbling sport. We finished
18th last night at Lincoln Speed-
way, and now we are in victory lane
with the Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions. This is a dream come
true.”

Pole sitter Lucas Wolfe and New
Castle, Indianaʼs Caleb Armstrong
led the 26 starters to green on Sun-
day night at Bedford Speedway.
Wolfe grabbed the early advantage
and led the first two circuits before
the main eventʼs first caution ap-
peared on lap three. It was on the
restart when Trey Starks made his
bid for the top spot, driving under
Lucas Wolfe to officially take com-
mand for the first time.

A pair of cautions on lap six, one
of which resulting in red flag condi-
tions, halted the field once again,
but neither created any distraction
for Starks. The Puyallup, Washing-
ton, native brought the field back to
life and returned to a demanding
lead, eventually reaching the tail of
the field just before the midpoint of
the 25-lap program.

While Starks ran away in traffic,
a battle for the second position
soon commenced between Lucas
Wolfe and Dale Blaney. Blaney,
who started sixth on the main event
grid, chased Wolfe nearly nose-to-
tail in traffic for five circuits, eventu-
ally taking away the runner-up spot
on lap 20. Despite Blaneyʼs attempt
to chase down the top spot, Starksʼ
lead had increased to nearly four
seconds, only cutting the advan-
tage to just over two seconds by
the time the final checkers flew.

Lucas Wolfe held on to finish third
aboard the Mike Barshinger-
owned/No. 24, followed by Tim
Shaffer and Johnstownʼs Dan
Shetler.

“When youʼre out in front like
that, especially ahead of a guy like
Dale Blaney, every move in traffic
is probably the wrong move,” Trey
Starks explained. “I was just trying
to get through traffic as quickly as I
could. Weʼve been having such a
tough start to the year. Iʼm so glad
to get one for my team.”

With three rounds of Central
Pennsylvania competition com-
plete, the Arctic Cat All Star Circuit
of Champions will move forward
and continue their 2017 campaign
with a return to The Keystone
State, this time spending a week-
end on the western edge of Penn-
sylvania with visits to Lernerville
Speedway and Mercer Raceway
Park on Friday and Saturday, May
5-6, respectively. “Americaʼs Se-
ries” will visit Lernerville Speedway
and Mercer Raceway Park only
once in 2017, each awarding
$5,000 top prizes.

Those seeking additional news
and notes regarding Lernerville
Speedway and Mercer Raceway

Park should visit each facility live
on the Web at www.lernerville.com
and www.mercerracewaypark.com.

Lance Dewease Goes
Wire-to-Wire for Keith

Kauffman Classic
Victory at Port Royal

Speedway
PORT ROYAL, PA - For the sec-

ond time in as many nights, Fayet-
teville, Pennsylvaniaʼs Lance
Dewease is an Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions main event
winner in Central Pennsylvania,
this time dominating feature action
from the front row to score the sec-
ond annual Keith Kauffman Classic

at Port Royal Speedway. The vic-
tory, the 33rd Arctic Cat All Star win
of Deweaseʼs career and his sixth
at the Port Royal “Speed Palace,”
was conducted in near-record fash-
ion, crossing under the final check-
ers 6.748 seconds ahead of the
field, lapping up to eleventh place
during the ten minute, non-stop 30-
lapper. 

“These guys work so hard,” said
Lance Dewease about the Don
Kreitz-owned No. 69K operation.
“Thatʼs why we run such a limited
schedule. That allows my guys
enough time to look over every-
thing and make sure weʼre ready to
go for the next race. The track was
great tonight. Hats off to everyone
here at Port Royal Speedway. Itʼs a
dream to drive for this team.” 

Lance Dewease started from the
pole position and wasted no time
gaining the early advantage, cross-
ing under the flagstand for the first
time by a margin of 2.2 seconds
ahead of Ryan Smith and Blane
Heimbach. Even with traffic coming
into play by lap six, Dewease still
managed to keep positive momen-
tum, extending his lead to nearly
four seconds at halfway. Mean-
while, Hartford, Ohioʼs Dale Blaney
charged forward from the outside of
row three to third by lap ten, falling
in line behind Ryan Smith and
Lance Dewease. 

Despite two hiccups, making
contact with the inside retaining
wall, as well as making contact with
Doug Esh during an attempt to put
“The Hammer” a lap down,
Dewease drove on to score the
$5,000 payday with no challenges,
followed at the finish by Ryan
Smith, Dale Blaney, Dylan Cisney,
and Blane Heimbach. The victory
was number 101 for Lance
Dewease at Port Royal Speedway. 

“Finishing second to these guys
is like a win for us,” Ryan Smith
said. “I canʼt thank my team 

(Continued Next Page)

Trey Starks celebrates with his crew in Bedford Speedway victory
lane. (Vince Vellella/ASCOC photo)
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Tribute For First Ever Arctic
Cat All Star Victory

Lance Dewease takes the checkered flag for the win at Port Royal
Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

enough for what they
do for me. Hopefully
we can get a win soon
and get the monkey
off of our back.” 

The Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Cham-
pions will conclude
their first Central
Pennsylvania swing of
2017 with a visit to the
Bedford Fairgrounds
Speedway in Bedford
on Sunday evening,
April 30. Honoring the
former Bedford
Speedway promoter

and Central Pennsylvania car
owner, the Roy Morral Tribute will
headline competition at the Bedford
half-mile; the first of two Arctic Cat
All Star Circuit of Champions ap-
pearances in Bedford, Pennsylva-
nia, in 2017. 

Five-time and defending Arctic
Cat All Star champion Chad Keme-
nah is the most recent winner at
Bedford Speedway during Series
competition, holding back Greg
Hodnett and Cap Henry at the final
checkers for a $5,000 payday. 

Bedford Speedway officials will
open pit gates at 4:00pm on Sun-
day, April 30. A mandatory drivers
meeting will be conducted at
5:30pm, followed by hot laps at
6:00pm. Fans who can not attend

the Roy Morral Tribute are invited
to watch online via www.speed-
shifttv.com. Speed Shift TV will be
hosting a pay-per-view internet
broadcast which is available for
purchase starting at $24.95. Visit
Speed Shift TV online for more in-
formation.

Dewease Outduels
Freddie Rahmer for

Hinnershitz Memorial
Title at Williams Grove

MECHANICSBURG, PA - The
Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions launched their first Central
Pennsylvania swing of the 2017
season in fantastic fashion on Fri-
day night at Williams Grove Speed-
way, putting on a show for
“Pennsylvania Posse” fans in the
form of a Lance Dewease and
Freddie Rahmer duel for the 2017
Tommy Hinnershitz Memorial worth
$5,000.

Despite periods of pressure from
Rahmer, as well as a near-disas-
trous run-in with traffic, Dewease,
pilot of the Don Kreitz-
owned/Schannauer Plumbing &
Heating/RVWorkshop.com/No.
69K, held on to claim the 30-lap
program; his sixth Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions victory at
Williams Grove Speedway and the
32nd Series win of his storied ca-
reer. Freddie Rahmer crossed
under the final checkers second in

the running order, followed by Tim
Shaffer, Aaron Ott and Danny Diet-
rich. 

“We are really happy with this,”
Lance Dewease explained in vic-
tory lane. “Davey [Brown] and Don
[Kreitz] work really hard every
week. They worked all winter to try
and get us to qualify a little bit bet-
ter. This car is a little different than
what we had last year, so it has a
little bit of a different feel. This is
only our third race of the year.
Weʼre not where we need to be yet,
but we are getting close.”

Lance Dewease started fourth
on the main event grid, driving to
second by the completion of lap
one, eventually making his first bid
for the top spot on lap five. The
Fayetteville, Pennsylvania, native
took command officially on lap six,
driving by the “Steel City Outlaw”
Tim Shaffer with a move on the bot-
tom of the speedway. 

Despite Deweaseʼs initial ability
to drive away from the rest of the
field, Freddie Rahmer, who fol-
lowed Lance Dewease around Tim
Shaffer to take the runner-up posi-
tion on lap 10, never lost sight of
the familiar No. 69K. The pair were
only separated by .6 seconds when
the first and only caution appeared
on lap 17. 

Green flag conditions soon re-
sumed with Dewease extending a
slight advantage once again,
stretching to a near-two second

lead even after catching the back of
the running order. Using traffic to
his advantage, Freddie Rahmer
was able to shrink Deweaseʼs com-
mand to less than a second, ulti-
mately driving to the back bumper
of the No. 69K by lap 28.  

With traffic an obvious obstacle
for Dewease when entering turn
one on the final circuit, Rahmer at-
tempted to drive around the Central
Pennsylvania veteran, as well as
the lapped car of Anthony Macri. All
three nearly made contact, with
Dewease barely sneaking beyond
Macri on the bottom of the speed-
way. Deweaseʼs bold move sealed
the deal, driving on to score his first
Arctic Cat All Star victory of the
2017 season by .814 seconds. 

“Freddie [Rahmer] hauled it in
there pretty hard like heʼs sup-
posed to,” Dewease explained.
“Heʼs not here to run second. Macri
slipped up just a little and I was
able to jam it in there. Fortunately, I
was able to get by. That allowed us
to hold off Freddie for the last lap.
Heʼs been good all night. Heʼs turn-
ing into a pretty good racer.”  

“This is their race track, for
sure,” Freddie Rahmer said about
Lance Dewease and his team. “I
was just trying to go where Lance
wasnʼt. I think if he wouldnʼt have
snuck by Macri, we may have had
enough to beat him. We were right
there with him, so Iʼm pretty happy
about that.”
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BATAVIA, OH -
This weekend's Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries events at Tri-City
Speedway in Granite
City, IL and Macon
Speedway in Macon,
IL have been post-
poned. With the fore-
cast for rain and
thunderstorms on an
already heavily satu-
rated track and facility
at both venues,
Speedway and Series

officials have agreed to postpone
the events.

The Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series and Tri-City Speedway offi-
cials are exploring a possible
make-up date for the Busch 50.
The Series will return to Tri-City
Speedway for the NAPA Know How
50 on Friday, July 14th. The event
will include a complete program of:
Miller Welders Time Trials, Heat
Races, B-Mains, and a 50-lap,
$10,000-to-win main event.

For more information, visit
www.tricityspeedway.net. 

The 4th Annual St. Louis U-Pic-
A-Part 100 at Macon Speedway
will now take place on Tuesday,
July 25th. The event will feature an
action-packed program that in-
cludes: Miller Welders Time Trials,
Heat Races, B-Mains, and the 100-
lap, $12,000-to-win main event.

For tickets and more informa-
tion, visit www.maconracing.com.

Tennessee and
Kentucky Kick Off May

for Lucas Oil Late
Models 

BATAVIA, OH -  The stars of the
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
will venture to Tennessee and Ken-
tucky next week for an action-
packed doubleheader. The Series
returns to Tazewell Speedway on
Friday, May 5th before heading to
Florence Speedway on Saturday,
May 6th.

Tazewell Speedway, better

known as "The Bad Fast Taz," is
accustomed to thrilling, edge of
your seat racing action, lap after
lap. Regional standouts such as
Billy Ogle Jr., Donald McIntosh,
Chad Ogle, Dakotah Knuckles, Jeff
Wolfenbarger, and others are ex-
pected to battle the stars of the
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series in
the "Toyota Knoxville 50." The
event will include a complete pro-
gram of: Miller Welders Time Trials,
Heat Races, B-Mains, and a 50-
lap, $10,000-to-win main event.
Also on the racing program for Fri-
day, May 5th are the Sportsman,
Super Streets, and Classic Cars.

The Tazewell Motor Lodge is the
Official Host Hotel of Tazewell
Speedway and the "Toyota
Knoxville 50." For more information
or to make reservations, visit their
website at www.tazewellmotor-
lodge.com or call (423) 626-7229.

Tazewell Speedway is located
just two miles northwest of
Tazewell, Tennessee off US 25-E
on Bacchus Road. For additional
information, visit www.tazewell-
speedway.net or call (423) 626-
2222.

Florence Speedway will host the

31st Annual Ralph Latham Memo-
rial, in honor of the late Ralph
Latham. Latham, a long-time
Cincinnati area racer, lost his battle
with cancer in August of 1986. The
historic, 1/2-mile oval has produced
some of the most memorable
events in series history. Scott
Bloomquist will return as the de-
fending race winner. The event will
feature a complete program of:
Miller Welders Time Trials, Heat
Races, and B-Mains - highlighted
by the 60-lap, $12,000-to-win main
event. The Open Wheel Modifieds
and Crate Late Models will also be
in action on Saturday, May 6th.

The Official Host Hotel of Flo-
rence Speedway is the Hilton
Cincinnati Airport, located at Exit
182 (Turfway Road) off I-75/71.

For reservations, call (859) 371-
4400 and request the Florence
Speedway rate or book online at:
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/h
i/reservation/book.htm?execu-
tion=e1s1 

Florence Speedway is located
on US 42. Information can be ob-
tained by visiting www.florence-
speedway.com, or call the
speedway office at (859) 493-0034.
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PLYMOUTH, IN -
After starting seventh
on the field at the be-
ginning of the 35-lap
feature at Plymouth
Speedway, David
Gravel worked his way
up to third-place just
shy of the halfway
mark. It was with three
laps to go Gravel took
advantage of a bobble
by the No. 87 of Aaron
Reutzel to put him in
the runner-up spot;

but he wasn't done just yet. Setting
his sights on the leader of No. 7 of
Jason Sides, Gravel squeezed his
way under Sides as the two en-
tered Turn 3. Gravel completed the
move en route his fifth World of
Outlaws Craftsman® Sprint Car
Series win of the 2017 season. 

With rain all around the Ply-
mouth-IN area, the stars of the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series were determined to put
on a great show for the Plymouth
Speedway fans - and they did just
that. Early in the evenings sched-
ule, 26 cars of the 29 that entered
the event all were quicker than the
track record in hot laps. When it
came to qualifying, Parker Price-
Miller set fast time and in the
process set a new track record with
a lap of 11.079-second, eclipising
the previous record set in 2016 by
Logan Schuchart.

It was Jason Sides and Donny
Schatz showing the way to the
green flag for the Feature event at
Plymouth Speedway. Just as the
24-car field was making their way
around the the track for the first lap
of the 35-lap Feature event, the No.
41 of Jason Johnson went for a
tumble in-between Turns 3 and 4,
bringing out the red flag and setting
up a complete restart. Johnson
would head to the work area and
rejoin the field after some work to
his No. 41 machine. 

After a bad initial start and slip-
ping back to fourth, Schatz had a
second opportunity to hold his
ground. Jason Sides once again
got a solid restart, vaulting the No.
7 machine back to the lead. Schatz
will hold onto second place until he
was able to get by Sides on Lap 9
for the lead.

The No. 4 of Paul McMahan
slowed in Turn 4 bringing out the
yellow flag on Lap 15. On the en-
suing restart the No. 15 of Donny
Schatz selected the top leaving
Sides the bottom groove. Entering

the picture for the first time of the
evening, David Gravel from sev-
enth worked his way up to a
podium running position. A master
of the restarts all evening, Sides
worked his way by Schatz to give
him the top spot once again.
Schatz didn't let that No. 7 out of
his sights, staying glued to the
leader's bumper - Gravel stayed
within striking distance of the two. 

The field would once again be
slowed on Lap 23 when the No.
49D of Shawn Dancer spun in Turn
4. With 12 laps to go, Sides got an-
other great restart, while the No. 15
of Schatz dropped back to fourth.
The No. 87 of Aaron Reutzel
leapfrogged Gravel and Schatz in
the standings to put him in the run-
ner-up spot. 

With three laps to go, Reutzel
bobbled slightly coming out of Turn
2, giving Gravel a chance to get by.
With Sides out front with two laps
to go, Gravel made a charge down
the backstretch and planted his No.
5 under Sides for the lead coming
to the white flag.

"We just wanted to start further
up than we did last year and we did
that," said David Gravel. "We were
really, really good until the red
came out and the car was insane
after that. After we got heat back in
the tires the car came back to life,
grabbed a little bit more wing and
the car was really good with three
laps to go. I was good when I
needed to be good and just being
patient and Reutzel slipped up and
I took advantage." 

Gravel would go on to grab his
fifth win of the 2017 World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint Car Series
season with Sides in second and
Reutzel in third. After leading a por-
tion of the 35 lap race, Schatz
brought the No. 15 Arctic Cat ma-
chine home in fourth.

World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car

Series Event at
Tri-State Speedway

Postponed
CONCORD, NC - Due to record

rainfall hitting the Haubstadt, IN
area and localized flooding, the
World of Outlaws Craftsman®
Sprint Car Series has postponed
the event at Tri-State Speedway in
Haubstadt, IN to their previous
longstanding Outlaw date of
Mother Day's, Sunday, May 14.

Fans that currently have tickets

for the World of Outlaws Tri-State
Speedway event will be able to use
them for the rescheduled event on
Sunday, May 14, 2017. Tickets for
when the Outlaws return to Tri-
State Speedway are available
through the track website.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series will resume
Wednesday, May 3 for a make-up
race at Riverside Speedway in
West Memphis, AR.

For more information on the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series visit  WoOSprint.com or
find us on social media at Twit-
ter.com/WorldofOutlaws and Face-
book.com/WorldofOutlaws.

World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car

Series Returns to
Lincoln for Gettysburg

Clash
CONCORD, NC - When the

World of Outlaws Craftsman®
Sprint Car Series makes its annual
stop at Lincoln Speedway next
month, Brent Marks will be hitting
the Abbottstown, PA track for the
first time as an Outlaw. 

The sixth-annual Gettysburg
Clash at Lincoln Speedway on May
17 will be the first battleground for
the Pennsylvania Posse versus the
Outlaws in 2017. Pennsylvania
Posse drivers - the endearing
name local fans have given the
group of drivers who compete reg-
ularly in the Keystone State - have
won four of six Outlaw races since
the series returned to the challeng-
ing 3/8-mile oval in 2012 following a
14-year absence. Posse fans, who
are arguably the most passionate
fanatics in all of Sprint Car racing,
will be cheering for local success to
continue. 

"Some of the fans in Pennsylva-
nia really get into it," said Marks of
the Outlaw-Posse rivalry. "I think it's
really cool to watch how dedicated
they are to the local guys. You don't
see that in other parts of the coun-
try. They're so dedicated to the
local guys and show so much emo-
tion. It's a lot of fun to be a part of."

Marks, a native of nearby Myer-
stown, PA located about 65 miles
from Lincoln, competed against the
Outlaws for several years as a
member of the Pennsylvania
Posse. Many Central Pennsylvania
fans take the Outlaw-Posse rivalry
to heart, but Marks anticipates he
will receive a supportive reaction
from the local crowd in his return
home. 

"I think most fans will still claim
me as Posse," Marks said. "I've

had a lot of support from my fan
base back in Pennsylvania. I'm
sure some people will be booing
me just because I am a World of
Outlaws driver now. It's all in good
fun though."

Both the Posse and the Outlaws
have experienced trips to Victory
Lane over the past five season.
Danny Dietrich rattled off a pair of
victories in 2012 and 2013 before
Stevie Smith earned a spring win in
2014 to make it three-in-a-row for
the Posse. Daryn Pittman claimed
a win for the Outlaws later in 2014. 

Greg Hodnett scored a victory in
2015 before Donny Schatz
trumped the Posse in the Spring of
2016 in a race where Marks fin-
ished on the podium with a third-
place result. The unique traits of
several Central Pennsylvania
tracks helps give experienced local
drivers an advantage and help ex-
plain the Posse success at Lincoln
in recent years, Marks explained.

"I feel like you race the tracks
more than you do the competition
at times," Marks said. "Our tracks
are really difficult to get a handle on
and get comfortable at. With the
local crowd racing there all the
time, it's like second nature to
them."

Every World of Outlaws race
presents a unique challenge, but a
trip to Central Pennsylvania often
means the level of competition
reaches new heights. Not only do
Outlaw drivers have to contest their
regular cast, but also the talented
Posse who collectively boast hun-
dreds of wins at their home tracks.
However, Marks' focus doesn't
change. 

"We're racing against the best in
the country as it is," Marks said.
"We already prepare ourselves as
best as we possibly can at a regu-
lar World of Outlaws race, so it's
not any different racing in Pennsyl-
vania."

Lincoln's storied Sprint Car rac-
ing history is long with over 1600
races completed at the Ab-
bottstown oval. Fred Rahmer is the
all-time wins leader with 169. Brian
Montieth is the most accomplished
active driver with 54 career victo-
ries at Lincoln, including one to his
credit in 2017. Montieth will be a
force for the Outlaws to contend
with as the four-time Lincoln track
champion looks to being a new
Posse win streak. 

Advanced reserved seating is on
sale for the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series Get-
tysburg Clash at Lincoln Speedway
by visiting WorldofOutlaws.com/
Tickets or by calling 844-DIRT-TIX
(347-8849).
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s Win Number Five for the
No. 5 of David Gravel



FULTON, NY -
Billy Decker raced
from the sixth-starting
position to take the
lead from outside
polesitter Brett Hearn
on lap 46 and held off
a surging Matt Shep-
pard to claim his third
straight Highbank
Holdup 100 victory
with the Super DIRT-
car Series at Fulton

Speedway on Saturday night. 
After taking the lead, Decker

battled through lapped traffic to
build a lead over Hearn. He then
had to contend with Sheppard, who
rallied from the 11th starting spot to
take the runner-up position on lap
56. Decker defended against the
reigning champion's efforts, partic-
ularly over the final 10 laps, to se-
cure his first Series win since last
year's edition of the event on April
30, 2016. 

"It was tough sledding," Decker
said of the battles throughout the
race. "I think if you were rolling you
could go pretty good. Matt (Shep-
pard) came a long way and there
was a lot of dicing. I could really
carry some speed through the cen-

ter of the turn and I think that's what
did it."

Before Decker paced the field,
Billy Whittaker and Hearn brought
the 30-car field to the green flag for
the Series' season opening points
race. Whittaker paced the field over
the first four laps until Hearn as-
sumed the point on lap five. 

Decker quickly made his pres-
ence felt though, as he immediately
jumped into the top-five and by lap
12 was challenging Jimmy Phelps
for second. At lap 30, Hearn,
Phelps and Decker raced nose-to-
tail in a thrilling three-car battle for
the lead. 

Meanwhile, Sheppard methodi-
cally paced his way forward and
took third from Phelps before the
halfway point and set out to track
down the leader Decker and sec-
ond-place runner Hearn.

The only caution of the race
came on lap 62, after Sheppard
had taken over the second spot,
when Tim Sears Jr. spun his No.83
at the bottom of turn two. Sheppard
wasn't able to use the outside lane
on the restart to get by Decker, but
Phelps rallied to retake the third
spot and relegated Hearn to fourth. 

From there, Decker enjoyed a

five car-length lead under the
watchful eye of Sheppard until 20
laps to go when Decker wandered
back into lapped traffic Inside the
final 10 laps, Decker nearly gifted
the win to Sheppard when he
slipped up the track in turn three,
but regrouped without losing the
top spot. 

"The last 20 laps I got a little bit
tight," Decker said. "I went to put a
move on the 22-car (of Brandon
Walters) in lapped traffic and Matt
got underneath us. I learned my
lesson pretty quick there."

Sheppard made a final push
over the last five laps after the top
two had separated from third-place
Phelps by a half lap. Sheppard
couldn't muster enough momentum
to steal the victory. 

"He was a little better at times
and I think I was a little better at
times," Sheppard said of Decker.
"We didn't draw the best redraw
number tonight, but we had a really
good racecar. It's a great night for
us and a great start to the series. It
was a fun race and the track was
really nice tonight."

Sheppard nearly capitalized on
a $100 bonus as the eleventh
starter courtesy of 811 Dig Safely
New York. Eighth starting Bobby
Varin was the other driver eligible
for the award. 

Phelps rounded-out the podium
while Hearn and Larry Wight com-
pleted the top-five. 

"We missed it a little bit, but this
was our first race of the year,"
Phelps said. "We did a bunch of
testing, but we haven't gotten to
apply it. We were close. We took off
pretty decent, but we just needed
to be better about 30 laps in after
everybody's tires cycled in. To be
able to start the season off on the
right foot close to home in front of
the best fans on dirt is good."

Decker nearly started the sea-
son with a perfect night. He earned
the Pole Position Raceway Fast
Time award with a lap of 16.485
seconds around the 3/8-mile oval.
Hearn bested Decker by one spot
to win heat one. Whittaker, Wight
and Pat Ward were the other heat
winners.

Alan Johnson earned the KSE
Hard Charger award after racing
from 21st to 8th. Johnson won the
first Last Chance Qualifier while
Chad Phelps won the other. Garry
Tomkins, the first driver to exit the
race on lap 22, was the recipient of
the Speedy First Aid Hard Luck
award. 

While the Super DIRTcar Series
does not return Fulton Speedway in
2017, the series will be close by at
Oswego Speedway during the 46th
NAPA Auto Parts Super DIRT
Week October 4-8, 2017. The
Super DIRTcar Series' next event is
at Bridgeport Speedway in
Sweedsboro, NJ on Tuesday, May
16.
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Decker Scores
Third-Straight Highbank
Hold-Up Win at Fulton

FULTON, NY -
Todd Root took the
lead from Mike Phelps
on lap 15 and paced
the remaining 25 laps
without difficulty to cap
a perfect night at Ful-
ton Speedway's High-
bank Holdup 40 on
Friday night. The race
was the season
opener for the DIRTcar
Sportsman Series

Central Region. 
Root earned the fastest time

overall in time trials of the 52 cars
in attendance before winning his
heat race and then the 40-lap main
event on a slick, but smooth Fulton
track.

"This is what I was looking for,"
Root said in Victory Lane. "We're
going to travel the series this year
and I was looking for a really strong
run right out of the gate. You don't
get much stronger than this."

Mike Phelps and 16-year-old
Tyler Trump brought the field to the
green flag for the 40-lap Feature.
Phelps paced the field early before
a caution at lap seven for a spun
Martin Pelletier slowed the field.
Phelps maintained the point on the
restart, but was quickly under pres-
sure from Trump. 

The fourth-place starting Root
maintained pace with a lead trio
that also included Jeremy Dygert
before using the restart to chal-
lenge Trump for the runner-up spot.
Root made the most of the track
position and assumed the lead on
lap 15 after a calculated start to the
race.

"We just had to search for the
right line," Root said. "I didn't really
know where the line was going to
be. Earlier (in the night) it was low
and I figured the track would go
away pretty good. Once I started
finding my marks the car was really
good."

Root built a steady advantage
over Trump, but never ran away.
The advantage he had built was
erased with the second and final
caution of the Feature when Char-
lie Tibbitts spun his No.T1 car in
turn four. 

Trump made his best play on the
restart and tried to hunt down Root,
but fell roughly five car lengths
short of the victory. It wasn't for a
lack of effort though, as Trump at-
tempted several different lines over
the final 10 laps with hopes of reel-
ing in the leader Root.

"I was just trying to find a differ-
ent line that was faster with more
momentum to get around the track
quicker," Trump said of his strategy.
"The high side was the place I
wanted to be and Todd always runs
there."

Dave Marcuccelli raced into the
third position after starting ninth.
The final caution of the race with 14
laps to go hindered his ability to
track down the top two. 

"I had a long run car, not a short
run car," Maruccelli said. "After that
caution, that kind of killed me. We
needed another 10 or 15 laps to
see if I could get back up there.

They were good, so I kind of strug-
gled a little while the right-rear
heated up."

Root, Marcuccelli and Phelps
were all heat race winners along
with Shane Pecore and Billy Clark
Jr. Zach Sobotka and Corey Barker
claimed the pair of Last Chance
Showdowns to qualify for the main
event. Provisional starting spots
were awarded to Ron Davis III,
Alex LaJoie, Jessica Power, Chris
Cunningham and Kevin Root
based on 2016 series points and
attendance. 

The DIRTcar Sportsman Series
Northern Region kicks off on Satur-
day, May 6 at Autodrome Drum-
mond in Drummondville, QC with
the Racing Stock 50.

For more information, visit
www.dirtcarump.com.

DIRTcar Releases
Summer Nationals and

Summit Modified
Nationals Schedule
CONCORD, NC - The DIRTcar

Summer Nationals and the Summit
Racing Equipment Modified

(Continued Next Page)
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Nationals 2017 sched-
ule promises a sum-
mer of hot action on
the track. The tours'
schedules mirror each
other for all but one
race during their 32
consecutive days on
the road. The two tour-
ing Series embark on
one of the most grue-
some schedules in the
motorsports industry
as they will travel
across eight-states-
including Indiana, Illi-
nois, Iowa, Ten-

nessee, Kentucky, Missouri,
Michigan, and Ohio- in four-and-a-
half weeks with back-to-back rac-
ing nearly every night. The Late
Model Series will take a break from
racing only three times in 32 days,
and the Modifieds will take four.

Every year the Series' swing
through June and July proves to be
mentally and physically trying on
drivers and their teams, preserving
through their passion and dedica-
tion to the sport. The 2017 DIRTcar
Summer Nationals and the Summit
Racing Equipment Modified Na-
tionals will kick off at Brownstown
Speedway in Brownstown, IL on
June 14.

DIRTcar Summer Nationals: The
2017 DIRTcar Summer Nationals
season marks a major milestone
for the tour as it hits its 30th con-
secutive year in the running. The
best Late Model drivers in the
country have graced the Summer
Nationals stage over the past three
decades including six-time Sum-
mer Nationals Champion Billy
Moyer, four-time Champion Shan-

non Babb, three-time Champion
Dennis Erb Jr., and two-time cham-
pions and father-son duo Bob and
Bobby Pierce.

The 2017 schedule boasts 29
races and is broken down into four
weeks: Tri State Week, Independ-
ence Week, Midwest Week and
Champions Week. Each week a
new champion will be named
based on a weekly points system.
At the conclusion of the tour, one
overall Summer Nationals Cham-
pion will be crowned based on the
overall points accumulated. The
Summer Nationals Championship
will take place at Oakshade Race-
way in Wauseon, OH on July 14-
15.

Additionally, the DIRTcar Sum-
mer Nationals will cross paths with
The World of Outlaws Craftsman®
Late Model Series in the 2017 sea-
son. The Series' collide at Terre
Haute Action Track on June 30 and
at Federated Auto Parts Raceway
at I-55 on July 1.

Summit Racing Equipment Mod-
ified Nationals: The Summit Racing
Equipment Modified Nationals will
have 28 races in 32 consecutive
days before having two weeks to
prepare for the championship,
which will take place at Fairbury
American Legion Speedway with
the World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series on July 28-29.

The Modified Nationals Cham-
pion is calculated by the top eight
finishes for each driver. The driver
who finishes the highest within
those eight races gets crowned
Champion and well-deserved brag-
ging rights. Last year young-gun
Nick Hoffman overtook the title
from four-time Modified Nationals
Champion Mike Harrison, as well
as 353 other drivers who entered

the tour for at least one race. Harri-
son remains the only driver in Mod-
ified Nationals history that has
gathered eight wins equaling a per-
fect score in the championship
points standings.

Follow the Summer Nationals
and Summit Modified Nationals on
Twitter at Twitter.com/SummerNa-
tionals or on Facebook at Face-
book.com/SummerNationals. Also,
stay up-to-date with the latest news
on the tour websites at TheHell-
Tour.com and ModifiedNation-
als.com.

SprintCarUnlimited.com
Pole Award Added to
Knoxville Nationals
KNOXVILLE, IA - Starting on the

pole of the 5-hour ENERGY
Knoxville Nationals presented by
Casey's General Stores is an ac-
complishment for any winged sprint
car driver. The chances of winning
the $150,000 prize have increased,
and now, before the green flag
waves, the pole sitter will earn a
$2,000 prize thanks to Jeremy El-
liott's SprintCarUnlimited.com. 

"I'm excited to be able to sponsor the
SprintCarUnlimited.com Pole Award for
this year's Knoxville Nationals," Sprint-
CarUnlimited.com's Jeremy Elliott said.
"The Nationals is the most presti-
gious sprint car race in the world,
and it's an honor to be partnered
with Knoxville Raceway in this new
venture. The website has come a
long way in a short time, and this is
a good way to give back to the
sport."

This is the first time in the 57-
year history of the famed event that
the high-point driver and therefore
pole sitter will be compensated for
the achievement. The pole position

for the 5-hour ENERGY Knoxville
Nationals presented by Casey's
General Stores is given to the
driver who earned the most accu-
mulated points across both
Wednesday and Thursday qualify-
ing nights. 

"At the conclusion of Thursday's
races, everyone is looking at the
point standings and seeing who
that high-point driver is," Kendra
Jacobs, Marketing Director at
Knoxville Raceway said.

"Being the best of the best sprint
car drivers in the world is a huge
accomplishment. Having a flawless
qualifying night in the Knoxville Na-
tionals is a huge accomplishment.
Thanks to Jeremy (Elliott), that ac-
complishment will now earn the
driver and his or her team a $2,000
bonus." 

The 57th annual 5-hour EN-
ERGY Knoxville Nationals pre-
sented by Casey's General Stores
will take place August 9-12, 2017 at
Knoxville Raceway in Knoxville,
Iowa. The race is widely consid-
ered the most prestigious in all of
sprint car racing with a $1 million
total purse. The event features
nearly 100 of the most talented
sprint car drivers in the world com-
peting over four days in front of
nearly 23,000 fans. 

Tickets for the 5-hour ENERGY
Knoxville Nationals presented by
Casey's General Stores are avail-
able for purchase at
www.knoxvilleraceway.com or by
calling the Knoxville Raceway
ticket office at 641-842-5431.

Visit Knoxville Raceway's Face-
book page, @KnoxvilleRaces on
Twitter and Knoxville Raceway on
Instagram. The Knoxville Raceway
app is also a free download for all
Apple phones
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CONCORD, NC -
Due to heavy persist-
ent rain hitting the
Midwest over the past
several days which
has brought excessive
localized flooding, the
World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late
Model Series have
postponed the events
at Lakeside Speed-
way in Kansas City,

KS and Salina Highbanks Speed-
way in Salina, OK to Friday, Sept.
22 at Lakeside Speedway and Sat-
urday, Sept. 23 at Salina High-

banks.
Fans that currently have tickets

for either event can use them for
the rescheduled events on Friday,
Sept. 22 at Lakeside Speedway
and Saturday, Sept. 23 at Salina
Highbanks. No refunds will be
given.

The Series and the tracks look
forward to the rescheduled events
in hopes of providing the best rac-
ing environment possible for fans
and drivers alike.

The Series will resume at Chero-
kee Speedway in Gaffney, SC on
Friday, May 5 and Saturday, May 6
at Fayetteville Motor Speedway,

Fayetteville, NC.
For more information on the

World of Outlaws Craftsman Late
Mode Series visit WOOLMS.com

or find us on social media at Twit-
ter.com/WoOLateModels and
Facebook .com/Wor ldo fOu t -
lawsLateModelSeries.
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Salina Highbanks
Speedway Rescheduled

HAUBSTADT, IN -
Officials from the Mid-
west Sprint Car Series
and Track Enterprises,
the company that pro-
motes the racing at
the Terre Haute Action
Track, have an-
nounced that the 2017
“Spring Fling” sched-
uled for Sunday, April
30th has been can-
celled due to existing
rainfall with more pre-

dicted to occur over the weekend.
This is the second year in a row

that this event has been washed
out. Last year the Fling was
rescheduled for August, but was
again rained out. This year the
event will not be rescheduled.

The Midwest Sprint Car Series
will be competing next at the Mont-
pelier Motor Speedway in Montpe-
lier, Indiana. This event will pay
$2,000 to win. This will be the third
consecutive year for MSCS to ap-
pear at the track.
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Terre Haute Action Track
MSCS Event is Cancelled



LOXLEY, AL -
Having to settle for Sil-
ver on Friday night,
Michael Miller up-
graded to Gold on
Saturday with the
Lucas Oil ASCS
Southern Outlaw
Sprints at the Deep
South Speedway for
his ninth career victory
and first of the 2017
season.

Taking the green from the sec-
ond row, Miller wasted little time ad-
vancing to the point. Chased by
Timmy Thrash, the current series
point's leader advanced into slower
traffic as Thrash was left to contend
with Brian Bell, then Harli White.

Through two cautions to settle
the final laps of Saturday's feature
event, Miller was able to stave off
any challenges from the No. 09
with Thrash able to hold on to the
runner-up position. Harli White
crossed third but would ended up
being docked to fifth for a restart in-
fraction, thus advancing A.J. Mad-
dox to the final podium step with
Kyle Amerson moving to fourth.

Bouncing back from an early
caution, Lane Whittington came
back to finish sixth with Andy McEl-
hannon in tow. Jake Knight from
14th came up to eighth with Terry
Witherspoon from 16th to ninth.
Looking to end his night with a top-
five finish, Brian Bell would ended

up tenth following a spin in the clos-
ing laps.

The Lucas Oil ASCS Southern
Outlaw Sprints are scheduled to
race again on May 20 at the South-
ern Raceway in Milton, Fla.

For updates on the Lucas Oil
ASCS/SOS, the Lucas Oil ASCS
National Tour, or any of the seven
overall regions that make up the
over 150 dates of racing in 2017
across the ASCS Nation, log
onto www.ascsracing.com.

Thrash Digs Deep For
Lucas Oil ASCS
Southern Outlaw
Sprint Triumph

LOXLEY, AL - Some attrition and
a few well-placed cautions, along
with an impressive last lap pass, re-
sulted in Timmy Thrash parking his
Best Western No. 09 in Victory
Lane for the first time against the
Lucas Oil ASCS Southern Outlaw
Sprints at Alabama's Deep South
Speedway this past Friday night.

Working through early race cau-
tions, Trash's run to the front
looked to have stalled out in the
runner-up position as the No. 4m of
Michael Miller held a sizable ad-

vantage. Entering the closing laps
however, traffic would prove the de-
fending series champion's nemesis
as Miller's run was blocked with
three laps to go. It was just what
the 18th starting Thrash needed to
grab the win as the pair battled on
the final circuit.

Miller, second, was chased to
the line by Harli White, who in her
Deep South Speedway debut
came from 13th to third. Following
Harli's lead, Kyle Amerson also ad-
vanced 10 positions to finish fourth
with Jake Knight making up the
top-five. Ray Stevison was sixth
with Clint Weiss seventh, Shane
Morgan was eighth with Terry With-
erspoon and Cody Karl completing
the top-ten.

Mother Nature Washes
Out ASCS Warriors at

Callaway Raceway
TULSA, OK - With heavy rain al-

ready soaking the grounds of the
Callaway Raceway in Fulton, Mo.
and little to no relief in sight, offi-
cials with the facility have made the
call to cancel Friday's event with
the Speedway Motors ASCS War-
rior Region presented by Impact
Signs, Awnings, and Wraps.

The event will not be resched-
uled.

Attention now turns to the Im-
pact Signs Open Wheel Showdown
at Lucas Oil Speedway in Wheat-
land, Mo. on Saturday, May 6. The
race is a regional double-header
with the American Bank of Okla-
homa ASCS Red River Region pre-
sented by Smiley's Racing
Products.
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Outlaw Sprints at Deep
South Speedway

Timmy Thrash raced his way to a win at Deep South Speedway.
(ASCS photo)



CHARLOTTE, NC
- Today, Smithfield
Foods' Helping Hun-
gry Homes® initiative,
a program focused on
alleviating hunger and
helping Americans be-
come more food se-
cure, joined forces
with Richard Petty and
Aric Almirola, and the
NASCAR Hall of
Fame to donate nearly

250,000 pounds of protein to six
North Carolina food banks. The do-
nation, equivalent to nearly one mil-
lion servings, will help families fight
hunger across North Caroli-
nawhere more than one in six indi-
viduals are food insecure.

"Each day, millions of our North
Carolina neighbors struggle to put
food on the table, often choosing
between a house payment and gro-
ceries," said Kathy Helms, chief fi-
nancial officer for Second Harvest
Food Bank of Metrolina. "Today's
donation will benefit food banks
across the entire state, helping tens
of thousands in need."

Smithfield, Richard Petty Motor-
sports and the NASCAR Hall of
Fame presented the donation to a
representative of all six food banks
at the event. During the event,
members from all organizations
discussed food insecurity in North
Carolina and the significance of this
donation in helping the more than
1.7 millionindividuals who face
hunger each day across the state.

"Today's event is a wonderful ex-
ample of how organizations, com-
panies and local heroes can come
together to make a true difference
in the community," said Winston
Kelley, executive director of the
NASCAR Hall of Fame. "Helping
give back to the community is
something that is very important to
the NASCAR Hall of Fame, and we
are proud to join forces with Smith-
field and Richard Petty Motorsports
to help bridge the hunger gap in
North Carolina."

Richard Petty Motorsports has
been an active Helping Hungry
Homes® partner over the past sev-
eral years. With RPM's support, the
Smithfield has garnered greater
awareness of hunger across Amer-
ica through high-profile donation
events.

"Our racing team is proud to
stand with Smithfield and the
NASCAR Hall of Fame today and

is honored to participate in this
massive donation," said Richard
Petty, co-owner of the No. 43 team.
"Many race fans are loyal cus-
tomers of Smithfield and call North
Carolina home, so it's great to be
part of a partnership where we've
all come together to support and
give back to this state."

Today's large-scale donation will
benefit the Food Bank of the Albe-
marle, Food Bank of Central and
Eastern North Carolina, MANNA
Food Bank, Second Harvest Food
Bank of Metrolina, Second Harvest
Food Bank of Northwest North Car-
olina and Second Harvest Food
Bank of Southeast North Carolina. 

"We are humbled to join with
Smithfield and the NASCAR Hall of
Fame to provide this much-needed,
statewide donation," said Aric
Almirola. "Today's event in yet an-
other donation through our partner-
ship with Smithfield, bringing aid to
our community members in need
coast-to-coast."

Smithfield's large donation to
food banks across North Caroli-
nawas a part of the Helping Hungry
Homes® 2017 nationwide donation
tour. Throughout the annual tour,
Smithfield will provide large-scale
protein donations to more than 50
food banks across the country. This
donation adds to the more than 65
million servings of protein donated
since 2011.

"With more than 10,000 employ-
ees in North Carolina, Smithfield is
invested in this community and
is proud to support it in this way,"
said Dennis Pittman, senior direc-
tor of hunger relief for Smithfield
Foods.

For more information about
Helping Hungry Homes® and a list
of upcoming donation events, visit
helpinghungryhomes.com.

704Games Releases
NASCAR Heat Mobile

CHARLOTTE, NC - Digital
games publisher and developer
704Games has announced the re-
lease of NASCAR Heat Mobile, the
first authentic NASCAR racing
game on mobile to feature 40 stock
cars racing simultaneously.
NASCAR Heat Mobile is available
globally on the App Store for
iPhone and iPad, as well as Google
Play for Android devices. 

704Games tapped veteran de-
veloper Firebrand Games, creators
of NASCAR Unleashed, to build

this exciting new casual mobile rac-
ing game. NASCAR Heat Mobile
combines the thrill of 200MPH
stock car racing with the ability to
build a NASCAR empire in the Fan
Zone. The free-to-play game is the
first licensed NASCAR mobile rac-
ing game to feature 40 stock cars
racing simultaneously across 23
NASCAR sanctioned tracks.
"NASCAR Heat Mobile is a lot of
fun," said Joey Logano, Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series™
driver for Team Penske and
704Games investor. "I can take a
few laps in my #22 Ford Fusion in
NASCAR Heat Mobile anytime I
want. It's a great pick-up-and-play
racing game for fans."

Take the Wheel Against the
Biggest Names in NASCAR: From
the hills of Sonoma to the short-
track spectacle of Bristol, NASCAR
Heat Mobile features all 23 Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series-sanc-
tioned tracks. Players can start
their own career or choose their fa-
vorite NASCAR driver to compete.
As players race through a season,
they'll complete challenges to help
them improve their stock cars for
better on-track performance. 

Build the Ultimate NASCAR Em-
pire in the Fan Zone: NASCAR
Heat Mobile features two distinct
worlds to play. Not only can fans
race as their favorite Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series drivers,
NASCAR Heat Mobile also fea-
tures a world-building component
called the Fan Zone. Players can
invest their race winnings into their
Fan Zone to enhance their stock
car or build their fan base to gener-
ate even more earnings for their
race program. From blimps to hot
dog carts and fuel stations, players
can customize their Fan Zone with
over 35 buildings and decorations.
Each building has a special reward
to help players improve on-track
performance.

NASCAR Heat Mobile is avail-
able to download today for free in
the App Store for iPhone and iPad
and Google Play for Android de-
vices.

Statement From
NASCAR Artist

Sam Bass
CONCORD, NC - "To the

NASCAR fan base and all of the
great people who have supported
myself and my work over the last
36 years, I wanted to address the
many story gaps and questions that
have resulted from the recent news
about both me, personally, and my
company. 

"Since the economic downturn

in 2008, like many in the industry,
we've witnessed a slow decline.
Some clients have had to withdraw
from the sport, while others view
graphic design services as more of
a luxury than a necessity to the
competition on the track. There
have certainly been some up-
swings, and last fall, I was very ex-
cited about a new location and the
increased exposure and traffic that
it brought. 

"As a lifelong Type 1 Diabetic,
I've grown accustomed to the ups
and downs of life. Over the last
three years, in particular, I've expe-
rienced several complications and
setbacks. Five years after a below-
knee amputation, doctors found an
undetected infection in my leg in
February 2014, which turned into a
life-threatening Sepsis infection.
Another smaller setback in October
of that year preceded yet another
life-threatening bout with Sepsis in
May 2015, which stemmed from an
infection in my arm and chest. Most
recently, my diabetes has led to
Stage 5 Kidney Disease, requiring
dialysis and ultimately a kidney
transplant with hopes of a pancreas
transplant, as well. 

"Being diabetic comes with a
whole host of challenges, but
they're challenges that I am pre-
pared to face head-on and over-
come--much like the economic
challenges. As you've heard, these
circumstances, combined, have
taken a toll on not only my health,
but on my business as well. De-
spite our best efforts to reorganize
under a Chapter 11 bankruptcy, the
court has ordered an auction of
work spanning my career--
including original paintings, guitars
and numerous items acquired over
the years as gifts from teams and
samples of items I've been fortu-
nate enough to design for spon-
sors.   

"Although the auction is not at all
by choice, the most important thing
is that I love what I do and I have
no plans to stop working. I plan to
continue creating and designing
through my dialysis treatment, and
after any anticipated surgeries, I'll
be back stronger than ever. I hope
that the partners within the
NASCAR garage and fans, alike,
will continue to view my work as the
premier design and illustration op-
tion within the NASCAR industry. 

"Last, but not least, I'd like to
thank the incredible individuals in
the garage who have banded to-
gether to support me through their
generous efforts being handled by
MRO. The NASCAR garage is like
a family and I'm so fortunate to be
a part of it."
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Bowman Gray
Stadium

W I N S T O N -
SALEM, NC - Two ti-
tans of Bowman Gray
Stadium racing gave it
all they had on Satur-
day night, battling
back and forth for 200
laps while the crowd
sat on the edge of their
seats.

Burt Myers of Wal-
nut Cove started on
the pole for Saturdayʼs
Hayes Jewelers 200
for the Bradʼs Golf
Cars Modified Series
after turning the

fastest lap in previous qualifying
sessions. Myers fended off outside-
pole starter Lee Jeffreys of Wall-
burg, as well as third-place-starter
Brandon Ward of Winston-Salem.

It wasnʼt long though until 10-
time Champion Tim Brown of To-
baccoville was pressuring the
bumper of Myers. Brown tried un-
successfully for two restarts to pass
Myers on the outside. On the third
restart, however, Brown powered
past Myers to take over the lead.

“I thought I gave it away with
Tim,” said Myers about the pass.
“He beat me. He got a great run on
the outside, and he beat me.”

Brown held off Myers on one
caution restart, but soon a long
stretch of green flag racing was
putting their cars to the test. Brown
began to slow while Myers began
putting more and more pressure on
the #83 of Brown. But no matter
what Myers threw at Brown, he
couldnʼt shake him to pass for the
lead. “I wouldʼve been more con-
tent, but I was getting pressure
from behind,” said Myers. “And
when youʼre getting pressure from
behind, youʼve got to give it to the
man in front of you.”

The pivotal moment of the race
came on lap 140 when Brown pit-
ted under caution, relinquishing the
lead to Myers. “I knew to have a
shot at winning we had to pit and
put tires on. We just had the car a
little too free,” said Brown.

Although Myers thought the race
might have been lost when Brown
passed him, he now had a new
game plan. “When he came into pit,
I said “Guys, our only shot is to not
pit,ʼ” said Myers.

But it wasnʼt long before Brown
was climbing through the ranks,
thanks to his new set of tires and
several double-file caution restarts.
With 20 laps to go, Brown took over
second and began his pursuit of
Myers.

Bump after bump was delivered

to the car of Myers as both drivers
had to maneuver around lapped
traffic. However, Brown was unable
to overtake Burt Myers. “I was
doing everything I could to win this
race tonight,” said Brown. “Itʼs all I
had. It was everything I had in me.”

“Anybody that doesnʼt pull for
Tim or doesnʼt pull for me saw two
of the best drivers out here tonight
race hard and clean,” said Myers.
“And I was able to hold him off – I
donʼt know how, but I did.”

Danny Bohn of Freehold, NJ
took third. John Smith of Mount Airy
finished in fourth.

In the Texas Steak & Tap House
Sportsman Series, Derek Stoltz of
Walkertown flipped the script from
last week. This time, Stoltz was the
one taking the checkered with John
Holleman of Winston-Salem finish-
ing behind him in second.

Kevin Gilbert of Winston-Salem
crossed the finish line first in the
Q104.1 New Country Street Stock
Series. But after Gilbert failed post-
race technical inspection, Jeremy
Warren of Winston-Salem was de-
clared the winner.

In the Law Offices of John Bar-
row Stadium Stock Series, Chase
Hunt of Lexington and Shane
Southard of Yadkinville each
claimed a victory.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - The new

winnerʼs streak continued at
Grandview Speedway on Saturday

night.  Back after a week hiatus
courtesy of Mother Nature, 35 Mod-
ified, 18 Late Model and 34 Sports-
man drivers were ready to mix it up
in qualifying events to participate in
their respective features on Satur-
day night at Grandview Speedway
and three new feature winners put
their names in the record book.

After three Saturday nights of
NASCAR stock car racing there
have been nine different feature
winners.

Doug “The Handler” Manmiller
dove underneath leader Ryan Grim
to take the lead away on the 24th
lap of the 30-lap NASCAR T.P.
Trailers 358 Modified feature and
proceeded to win his first feature of
the current campaign behind the
wheel of the Jason Miller-owned
No. 44M. Manmiller ran high and
low until the bottom line came in
and he could make his move. With
five laps to go Manmiller dealt with
lap traffic and as long as they held
their line he knew what maneuver
to make to keep the others in tow.

A new name was added to the
win column in the BRC NASCAR
25-lap Late Model feature. Blaine
Emery, who returned to the 1/3-
mile oval after missing several sea-
sons, held off the challenges of
opening night winner Ron Kline
until he encountered problems with
a lap car and later Kyle Merkel. It
was Emeryʼs first career win de-
spite having overheating problems.

Second year racer Dylan Swine-

hart overcame the sophomore jinx
to collect his second career win
and his first of the year in the 25-
lap NASCAR Sportsman feature.
He didnʼt have an easy time cap-
turing the win. Earlier he lost the
lead to rookie Jeromy Guistwite on
a restart, but on another restart he
kept the pedal to the metal and re-
gained the lead. In later stages he
was able to withstand Mark Kem-
mererʼs continuous bids.

Providing all feature winners had
the TP Trailers decal and the VP
Racing decals if they ran gas in ad-
dition to meeting all the necessary
requirements, they received mone-
tary awards from T.P. Trailers and
products awards from VP.

Fans heading out to Grandview
Speedway for Saturday night
NASCAR stock car racing action
are reminded that starting this Sat-
urday the spectator gates open at
5:30 p.m. and racing will start at
7:30 p.m. As is normal the Satur-
day night show will feature the TP
Trailers 358 Modifieds, BRC Late
Models and Sportsman. At least 12
events of racing.

And the Enduro and Blast from
the Past Vintage racing on Sunday
will consist of a 100 lap Big Car En-
duro, 100 lap Small Car Enduro,
50-lap Junkyard Car Enduro and
Ladies Race. Also Blast from the
Past Vintage Stock cars will have a
15 lap feature for their Vintage Di-
vision and 15-lap feature for Modi-
fied class. Racing starts at 1 p.m.
with a $10 adult admission cost.

Modified feature action had
Danny Erb jump into the early lead
trailed by Colt Harris, Ryan Grim,
John Willman and Kenny Gilmore.

Harris, who was having a strong
run chasing down Erb, brought out
the first caution when he stopped in
the first turn after smoking the pre-
vious laps.

Erb maintained the lead on the
restart with Grim now in second.

Lap 13 was not a lucky one for
Erb since for the second time while
leading, he stopped between turns
three and four with mechanical
problems. This time it appeared to
be a broken front-end suspension.
Erbʼs misfortune was Grimʼs for-
tune as he now inherited first. On
the restart cars stacked up behind
Grim were Manmiller, Mike Gular,
Kyle Borror and John Willman.

Grim, who received the Danʼs
Deli ½-way hoagie award, and
Manmiller battled side-by-side for
several laps with Grim taking the
high line and Manmiller the inside
groove with neither one giving up.

Manmiller took advantage to
take over the lead on the 24th lap

(Continued on next page…)
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Burt Myers celebrates in Winnerʼs Circle after winning the Hayes
Jewelers 200. (ERIC HYLTON Photography photo)
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when Grim pushed up
high in turn four and
Manmiller dove under-
neath.

Behind the front
pair anticipating a
false move were
Gular, Borror and
Jared Umbenhauer.
Lurking in the wins try-
ing to get into the top
five were Craig Von
Dohren and Jeff
Strunk.

Gular overtook
Grim with two laps to
go and tried to reel in

Manmiller, but ran out of time.
At the drop of the checkered

Manmiller was in victory lane for
the first time since September 3,
2016. Chasing him across were
Gular, Grim, Borror and Von
Dohren.

Kenny Gilmore, Gular and R.
Grim won the qualifying heats. The
consi was won by Duane Howard.

Emery passed Shawn Horning
for the lead on the second lap of
the Late Model feature with Kline
following through at the same time
for second.

Klineʼs bid for another victory
was erased after he made contact
with the lapped car of Jordan
Knepp and hit the first turn wall.

On the restart Cory Merkel, run-
ning fifth, spun in the first turn with
several others involved. The next
attempt at another lap was better
as Emery was still first trailed by
Kyle Merkel, Steve Wilson, previ-
ous winner Brian Shuey and Chuck
Schutz.

In the closing stages a three-
way battle for first ensued between
Emery, Merkel and Shuey.

Emery kept everyone at bay and
went on to chalk up the victory and
also received the Danʼs Deli ½-way
hoagie award. Finishing second
was K. Merkel followed by Shuey,
Wilson and Schutz.

Heats were won by Shuey and
Emery.

The beginning of the Sportsman
feature was a rather scary one
when Ryan Shupp and Nathan
Mohr made contact and Mohr took
a wild flip in turn one. Several oth-
ers were also involved with Jordan
Henn, left with nowhere to go, had
Mohrʼs car landing on top of his.
Mohr and the others escaped in-
jury, but Henn was taken to the
hospital to be checked as a safety
precaution.

When action resumed Jeromy
Guistwite, a rookie this season,
was the race leader followed by

Swinehart, Jesse Landis, Ken Eck-
ert Jr. and Jim Housworth.

Craig Whitmoyer brought out an-
other yellow when he spun in the
second turn on the second lap. On
the restart Swinehart got the edge
on Guistwite and moved into first.

The pair battled feverishly and
neither one was ready to stop try-
ing.

A first turn multi-car accident on
lap six had the yellow waving
again. On the restart Swinehart
pushed up a bit off turn four and
Guistwite was back in front.

Kyle Lilick spun in the second
turn on the 13th lap. The restart
was void since Eckert Jr., having a
solid run, stopped in the third turn.
This time Swinehart was deter-
mined to regain first and he did just
that as Guistwite couldnʼt hold off
the hard charger since he had his
hands full holding off Kemmerer
and Housworth.

Kemmerer, whose car was badly
damaged from the first lap incident,
wasnʼt deterred by how the car
looked; overtook second to begin
challenging Swinehart.

Housworth got out of shape in
turn four, corrected it and contin-
ued. Guistwite, left with no place to
go, spun for the final caution with
three laps remaining. Swinehart
held his pace with Kemmerer right
behind.

Swinehart never surrendered
the lead once he regained it and
was in the winnerʼs circle for the
first time followed by Kemmerer,
Housworth and opening night fea-
ture winner Brian Hirthler and
rookie Louden Reimert.

Guistwite, Ryan Higgs and
Swinehart won the heats. The
consi was won by Kyle Lilick.

Antioch Speedway
MORGANTON, NC - Brian

[meathead] Carswell #13 from
Valdese won a very competitive
Heintz performance Blue Ridge
Outlaw late models race. Carswell
started out the evening by being
fast qualifier allowing him to start
on the pole in the top 6 qualifier
dash heat race. Carswell LED
every lap taking the checkered flag
Adam Yarbrough #57 second Billy
Lambert #9 third, Justin Norman
#51 forth and Mike Huey #4 fifth.
Billy Thompson #88 ran second
until the last lap when his engine
dropped a valve causing  him to
miss the main event.

Carswell started on the pole with
Yarborough outside front row.
Yarborough got the jump at the
drop of the green with Carswell in
Hot Pursuit Carswell tried for 12
laps to get under Yarbrough but on

the 13th circuit Carswell made the
pass on the outside going into Turn
3 Carswell went on to take the
checkered flag Yarbrough second,
Lambert dropped from competition
with five laps remaining while run-
ning third, Huey out battled Norman
to take home 3rd place Norman
was the highest crate  motor fin-
isher in forth. Kevin Godwin #G2
cross the line in fifth.

Carswell #13 kept his winning
streak going in the Heintz perform-
ance Renegade V8 event. John
Reynolds #55 passed Ronnie
Vasser #77 with four laps remain-
ing to take second Vassar 3rd,
Adam Gragg #21 forth and Jason
Ledford #14L rounding out the top
five.

John mcelrath #63 from Marion
took the lead on the second circuit
from Tim Wilson #8 and went on to
take the checkered flag in the
Thunder bombers race. Mike
Brown #11 finished second, Joseph
Duckworth #13 third, Leeann Saul-
man #4s fourth and J W Hicks #00
ran second most of the even but
slowed  to finish fifth with an oil
leak. 

Trevor Chatham #00 from hid-
denite led every lap on his way to
Victory in the James Wagner weld-
ing super stock 4 race. Trent
Chatham #9 pressure Trevor late in
the event but had to settle for sec-
ond, Jimmy Milsaps #20 came
home in third, Paul Butler #4 fourth
and Brad Worley #32 finished fifth.

Riley Dunford #18d from hid-
denite one a very exciting RPM
graphics Pure Stock for race Scott
Jones #4 over came a midrace
caution to finish second, Philip
Benfield #60 passed Larry Mar-
tin#92 with 2 laps remaining to fin-
ished third Patrick Annaʼs #6p work
his way from deep in the field to fin-

ish fourth and Logan Ritchie #68
completed the top five.

Shawn Hayes #0G from Lenoir
won the most competitive race of
the season in the extreme FWDʼs
race. Isaac Wheeler #57 pressured
Hayes the entire event but had to
settle for second they crossed the
line with wheeler right on his
bumper. Kevin Roberts #3 finished
a very competitive third Blake
Walker #828 fourth and Jonathon
Goodwin #11 fifth. 

Alexis Motes #12 from Fort Mill
South Carolina won the Maddox
energy drink Young Guns race.
Chesnie Chatham #9 in and her
best race of the year finished sec-
ond, Riley Miller #88 third and
Colby Burks #73 struggled with al-
ternator problems to finish fourth.

Franklin County
Speedway

With three of the first four dates
canceled due to weather already
this season, Franklin County
Speedway officials have added two
dates to the 2017 calendar.

Saturday May 20th and Satur-
day June 24th have been added to
the schedule.  Saturday May 20th
will be the Commonwealth Clash
event featuring Twin Late Model
and Twin Mini Stock races plus rac-
ing in the V8 Street, U-Car and the
Blue Ridge Mini Cups Pro division.

The Saturday night June 24th
event is the Hometown Throwdown
which will feature the first Limited
Late Model race at Franklin County
Speedway since 2007.  The Lim-
ited Late Models will compete in a
50-lap race as will the Late Model
Stock Cars on this night.  You get
two divisions of Late Model type
cars both going for 50-laps plus
racing in Mini Stock, V8 Street and

(Continued on next page…)
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The whole gang gets in the festivities of winning at Anioch Speed-
way along with race winner Brian Carswell. (ANTIOCH SPEEDWAY
photo)
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U-Car.
Promoter Langley

Austin says that the
makeup dates will fea-
ture additional promo-
tions for the fans and
the teams to make
changing the schedule
worthwhile.

"It's tough when
you have to come up
with makeup events,"
said Austin.  "Every-
one tries to plan their
weekends around the
original schedule and
adding events is never

easy.  These two dates avoid con-
flicts with other events in the area
and we're going to work hard to
give fans and teams all the reason
in the world to come race with us
on these days."

Austin said he's also excited
about running some Limited Late
Model events starting with the first
one on June 24th.

"We always get questions about
why we don't run Limiteds and why
we don't try some events, so here's
a great opportunity for us to add a
race for those guys and see where
it leads.  Both Motor Mile and South
Boston Speedway are off that
weekend and it will give those guys
a chance to come and check out
Franklin County Speedway without
feeling like they're moving up to
Late Models."

Austin also said that he antici-
pates adding another date to
makeup for last weekends cance-
lation but hasn't found a date that
works for the event.

The next race at Franklin County
Speedway is next Sunday May 7th
for the Moonshine Classic featuring
an exciting evening of racing plus
bicylce racing for the kids, street
car drag racing for the adults and
free train rides for the kids as well.
Adult tickets $10, kids 5-12 $5 and
children under 4 get in free.

More information check out
www.FCSpeedway.com or find us
on Facebook at https://www.face-
book.com/MoonshineCapitalPro-
motions/ or contact Langley Austin
at 276.613.4208.

Volunteer Speedway
BULLS GAP, TN - The Schaef-

ferʼs Oil Spring Nationals Series
presented by Sunoco Race Fuels
and Tennessee RV Supercenter
fifth annual Scott Sexton Memorial
headlined the racing program Fri-
day night at Volunteer Speedway,
and before a big home-state crowd
Mike Marlar of Winfield captured

the $10,052 victory in the event
which honored a legendary East
Tennessee racer.

With a stellar field of 34 Super
Late Model drivers representing 12
states and Canada assembled at
“The Gap” for the Scott Sexton Me-
morial, Ricky Weiss of Headingly,
Manitoba, Canada was fastest
qualifier in Group A and overall at
12.116 seconds. Shanon Bucking-
ham of Morristown was quickest in
Group B at 12.213 seconds.

Four heat races each trans-
ferred the top four finishers into the
main event, with Marlar winning the
first heat over Weiss, Dale McDow-
ell and Brandon Sheppard. Jimmy
Owens of Newport took the win in
heat two over Eric Wells, Tim Mc-
Creadie and Skylar Marlar.

Michael Chilton, from Salvisa,
Kentucky, earned the victory in the
third heat over Buckingham, Tyler
Erb and Vic Hill. Chris Madden of
Gaffney, South Carolina, won the
fourth heat over Donald McIntosh,
Kyle Hardy and Joey Coulter.

Michael Page of Douglasville,
Georgia, and Brian Shirley from
Chatham, Illinois, each won last
chance B-main races which deter-
mined the remainder of the starting
field for the 52-lap feature.

With fans on their feet Chilton
rocketed out into the lead at drop of
the green flag over Marlar, Mad-
den, Owens and Buckingham.
Chilton quickly pulled out to right at
a half-straightaway advantage over
Marlar, Madden, Owens and Buck-
ingham.

Behind the top five in the run-
ning order action was fast-and-
furious involving Weiss, Wells,
McIntosh, McDowell, Erb, Mc-
Creadie, Sheppard, Hardy, Hill,
Coulter and Shirley.

Chilton caught tail of the field on
lap 11 to work slower traffic at rear
of the field, which allowed Marlar

and Madden to close behind the
leader. Marlar dove to inside of
Chilton entering the first turn on lap
14, and as they raced off the sec-
ond corner down the backstretch
he grabbed the lead.

Smashing the loud pedal Marlar
began to put some real estate be-
tween himself and those in pursuit,
but the racing behind involving
Chilton, Madden, Owens and Buck-
ingham was close quarters. Mad-
den got around Chilton for second
place on lap 29 between turns
three and four, but leader Marlar
was almost a full-straightaway
ahead.

With the race past the halfway
distance, many in the crowd were
thinking “could the race run cau-
tion-free?” Well, when you have

many of the top dirt late model pro-
fessional racers in the business on
the track who regularly compete
with the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series and World of Outlaws Late
Model Series, you can expect
good, hard-nosed racing but done
so with respect to fellow competi-
tors.

McIntosh worked his way past
Buckingham for fifth on lap 34,
which in turn opened the door for
McDowell to also overtake Buck-
ingham for position. Meanwhile,
Owens was up-on-the-wheel trying
to get around Chilton for the third
spot, and he finally got the job
done.

McDowell was coming, and
coming with a purpose as he got by
McIntosh for fifth place on lap 36
and then inside of 10 laps remain-
ing he passed both Chilton and
Owens to move into third. But with
leader Marlar working lapped traf-
fic to perfection, he never really
missed a beat to allow Madden and
McDowell to seriously close within
striking distance as he rolled to the
$10,052 Scott Sexton Memorial

victory over Madden, McDowell,
Owens and Chilton.

Completing the top 10 finishers
were McIntosh, Buckingham,
Wells, Hardy and Sheppard. The
top 10 cars were on the lead lap at
the checkered flag, as Marlar got
around 11th-place finisher Weiss
on the white flag lap.

Matt Henderson set fast-time at
13.226 seconds in Crate Late
Model qualifying to earn the pole
position for the $1,500-to-win fea-
ture. But with 30 cars packing the
pits, only the top 14 drivers were
locked into the 30-lap feature. Two
heat races each transferred the top
five finishers to determine the re-
maining starting spots in the strong
24-car field.

Jason Trammell of Knoxville
powered into the lead on the open-
ing lap over Henderson, Tim
Maupin, Gary Crittenden and
Jimmy Elliott.

Trammell was flexing his mus-
cles out front in putting some dis-
tance between himself and closest
challengers, but the action between
Henderson, Maupin, Crittenden
and Elliott was heated. Behind
them the racing was intense as well
with several drivers jockeyed for
position including Ross White,
Benji Hicks, Forrest Trent, Philip
Thompson, Josh Henry and
Jensen Ford.

With the race running clean-and-
green from the start, White spun in
the fourth turn on lap 14 while bat-
tling for sixth with Hicks to bring out
the first caution.

Off the ensuing double-file
restart, just behind leader Trammell
both Henderson and Maupin got to-
gether at end of the front straight-
away to almost wreck between
turns one and two, stacking the
field up and forcing several drivers
into evasive maneuvers to avoid a
big pileup. But before one lap was
completed back under green,
Maupin and Trent tangled exiting
the fourth turn onto the front
straightaway to see the caution
quickly come back out.

Finally back under green, Tram-
mell was out front in a zone all of
his own while behind him the action
was two- and three-wide back
through the top 15 cars in the run-
ning order much to delight of the
fans. Caution waved on lap 22
when Thompson spun and tagged
the wall while battling for position,
with Ford also pulling into the pits
with the yellow out to end strong
runs for both drivers.

Poised for a run to the checkers,
Trammell once again pulled away
from those in pursuit to impres-

(Continued on next page…)
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Mike Marlar and crew celebrate their $10,052 victory in the Schaef-
ferʼs Oil Spring Nationals Series fifth annual Scott Sexton Memo-
rial on Friday at Volunteer Speedway. (MICHAEL MOATS photo)
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sively bring home a
flag-to-flag victory over
Elliott, Henderson,
Crittenden and Hicks.

Completing the
top 10 finishers were
Maupin, Henry, Vic
Chandler, Rusty Bal-
lenger and Tim Byrd.

Jordon Horton,
from New Tazewell,
jumped out into the
lead at start of the 25-
lap Sportsman Late
Model feature and
never looked back en
route to capturing his

second win this season over Matt
Tharp, Brad Seagle, Cody Smith
and Andy Ogle.

Brad Davis of Tazewell outran
defending Modified Street track
champion Chris Rickett, Austin
Atkins, Jeffrey Melton and Michael
Woods to record his first win of the
season.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Motor Speedwayʼs 46th
Annual NAPA Auto Parts Spring
Sizzler® Weekend continued on
Sunday, April 30 with feature
events for the SK Modified® and
Late Model divisions.  Scoring wins
were Chase Dowling in the 40-lap
SK Modified® feature and Josh
Wood in the 30-lap Late Model fea-
ture.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture, Ryan Preece used the outside
lane to get by polesitter Tyler Hines
on the first lap to take the early
lead.  Ted Christopher quickly
moved to the inside of Hines to
take over second on lap-2 and
Keith Rocco followed in Christo-
pherʼs tracks to pull alongside
Hines in a fight for third and he took
the spot on lap-3.  Hines settled
into fourth Ronnie Williams fifth be-
fore the caution came out with 4
laps complete for Austin Pickens,
who came to a stop in turn 2.

Christopher got a great restart
and powered his way in front of
Preece to take the lead.  Rocco
and Hines were side by side for
third behind Preece with Williams
and Chase Dowling side by side for
fifth place.  Rocco took third with
Williams fourth and Pennink moved
up to fifth with Hines falling back to
sixth on lap-8.  Pickens spun in turn
4 to bring the caution back out with
9 laps complete.

Christopher resumed his place
at the front of the field on the restart
with Rocco moving alongside
Preece for second with Williams

and Pennink side by side for
fourth.  Rocco took second on lap-
12 and Williams was able to take
third as Preece fell back into a duel
with Todd Owen for fourth.  Bo
Gunning spun through the
frontstretch infield to bring the cau-
tion flag out with 13 laps complete.

Christopher took the lead back
under green with Williams now on
the inside of Rocco in a fight for
second.  Behind them Preece and
Dowling were side by side for
fourth with Pennink and Jeff Baral
lined up sixth and seventh place.
Williams got clear of Rocco on lap-
16 while Preece and Dowling were
still side by side as Christopher
continued to lead the race.  

At the halfway point of the race,
Rocco was hounding the back
bumper of Christopher for the lead
with Williams third, Preece fourth,
and Pennink in fifth.  Dowling was
sixth with Baral, Matt Galko, Todd
Owen, and Hines making up the
top-10.  

With 10 laps to go, it was still
Christopher in command followed
by Rocco, Williams, Preece, and
Pennink.  Rocco was looking high
and low on Christopher but was
now two or three car lengths be-
hind Christopher as the laps con-
tinued to click off the scoreboard.
Josh Wood brought out the caution
out with a plume of smoke from un-
derneath his car with 31 laps com-
plete.

Christopher took the lead on the
restart with Williams moving into
second.  Pennink pulled alongside
Rocco in a fight for third but the
caution came back out with 32 laps
complete for Matt Galko, who took
a spin through the backstretch
grass.

Christopher again took the lead
on the restart with Rocco now on
the inside of Williams to retake sec-
ond.  Rocco then made a move to

the inside of Christopher for the
lead and the two cars touched
which set off a chain reaction be-
hind them and collected several
cars including Preece, Christopher,
Pennink, and Danny Cates.

Rocco was the leader for the
restart but Dowling quickly made a
move to his inside and took over
the lead.  Williams was third with
Owen fourth and Dan Avery in fifth.
The caution came out with 36 laps
complete as Owen and Avery spun
in the middle of turns 1+2 and col-
lected the car of Baral, which
ended on top of Averyʼs car to bring
the red flag out.

Dowling took the lead on the
restart after a lap side by side with
Rocco, who fell back to third with
Williams moving into second.  Tom
Abele, Jr. was up to fourth with Bo
Gunning in fifth as Dowling took the
white flag.  Williams made one last
bid for the lead but he couldnʼt
catch Dowling as he took the
checkered flag.  Eric Berndt spun in
turn 1 and Gunning spun in turn 4
on the final lap, making the remain-
der of the top-5 behind Dowling
and Williams Rocco, Christopher,
and Abele. 

In the 30-lap Late Model feature,
Josh Wood powered into the early
lead with Kevin Gambacorta in sec-
ond.  The caution came out with 1
lap complete for Paul Arute, who
backed into the turn 1 wall.

Wood took the lead on the
restart with Michael Bennett mov-
ing into second.  Bennett took a
look to the inside of Wood coming
out of turn 4 and they touched but
both cars kept going as did the rest
of the field.  Glen Reen was in third
with Tom Fearn and Gambacorta
rounding out the top-5.  Gamba-
corta was fifth but he lost that spot
to Mike Quintiliano just before the
caution came out with 4 laps com-
plete for a spin in turn 2 by Tom

Butler.
Wood took the lead on the

restart with Reen in second but
Butler spun on the restart and lost a
lap before the caution came back
out with 5 laps complete.

Wood took the lead on the
restart but could only complete one
lap before the caution came back
out for spins in turn 2 by Jim
Mavlouganes and Mike Mordino.

Wood took the lead back under
green with Reen in second.  Ben-
nett was third with Wayne Coury,
Jr. in fourth and Michael Wray in
fifth.  The caution came back out
with 10 laps complete as Bennett
spun coming through turn 4 and
collected Fearn.  Coury was black
flagged to the rear of the field for
over aggressive driving.  

Wood took the lead on the
restart with Wray getting around
Reen to move into second.  Quintil-
iano followed Wray past Reen but
Reen came back on lap-13 to re-
take third.  Arute was now recov-
ered to fifth after his lap-1 spin.

Fearn was charging his way
back through the field and he took
over fifth from Arute on lap-16 as
Wood continued to lead the race
with Wray, Reen, and Quintiliano in
tow.

With 5 laps to go, the order at
the front remained the same with
Wood continuing to hold down the
lead.  Wood led Wray to the check-
ered flag with Reen, Quintiliano,
and Fearn rounding out the top-5.

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - The new

winnerʼs streak continued at
Grandview Speedway on Saturday
night.  Back after a week hiatus
courtesy of Mother Nature, 35 Mod-
ified, 18 Late Model and 34 Sports-
man drivers were ready to mix it up
in qualifying events to participate in
their respective features on Satur-
day night at Grandview Speedway
and three new feature winners put
their names in the record book.

After three Saturday nights of
NASCAR stock car racing there
have been nine different feature
winners.

Doug “The Handler” Manmiller
dove underneath leader Ryan Grim
to take the lead away on the 24th
lap of the 30-lap NASCAR T.P.
Trailers 358 Modified feature and
proceeded to win his first feature of
the current campaign behind the
wheel of the Jason Miller-owned

(Continued on next page…)
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Ryan Preece scored his first career Spring Sizzler victory Sunday
at Stafford (Conn.) Motor Speedway. Michael Ivins/NASCAR
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No. 44M. Manmiller
ran high and low until
the bottom line came
in and he could make
his move. With five
laps to go Manmiller
dealt with lap traffic
and as long as they
held their line he knew
what maneuver to
make to keep the oth-
ers in tow.

A new name was
added to the win col-
umn in the BRC
NASCAR 25-lap Late
Model feature. Blaine

Emery, who returned to the 1/3-
mile oval after missing several sea-
sons, held off the challenges of
opening night winner Ron Kline
until he encountered problems with
a lap car and later Kyle Merkel. It
was Emeryʼs first career win de-
spite having overheating problems.

Second year racer Dylan Swine-
hart overcame the sophomore jinx
to collect his second career win
and his first of the year in the 25-
lap NASCAR Sportsman feature.
He didnʼt have an easy time cap-
turing the win. Earlier he lost the
lead to rookie Jeromy Guistwite on
a restart, but on another restart he
kept the pedal to the metal and re-
gained the lead. In later stages he
was able to withstand Mark Kem-
mererʼs continuous bids.

Providing all feature winners had
the TP Trailers decal and the VP
Racing decals if they ran gas in ad-
dition to meeting all the necessary
requirements, they received mone-
tary awards from T.P. Trailers and
products awards from VP.

Fans heading out to Grandview
Speedway for Saturday night
NASCAR stock car racing action
are reminded that starting this Sat-
urday the spectator gates open at
5:30 p.m. and racing will start at
7:30 p.m. As is normal the Satur-
day night show will feature the TP
Trailers 358 Modifieds, BRC Late
Models and Sportsman. At least 12
events of racing.

And the Enduro and Blast from
the Past Vintage racing on Sunday
will consist of a 100 lap Big Car En-
duro, 100 lap Small Car Enduro,
50-lap Junkyard Car Enduro and
Ladies Race. Also Blast from the
Past Vintage Stock cars will have a
15 lap feature for their Vintage Di-
vision and 15-lap feature for Modi-
fied class. Racing starts at 1 p.m.
with a $10 adult admission cost.

Modified feature action had
Danny Erb jump into the early lead
trailed by Colt Harris, Ryan Grim,

John Willman and Kenny Gilmore.
Harris, who was having a strong

run chasing down Erb, brought out
the first caution when he stopped in
the first turn after smoking the pre-
vious laps.

Erb maintained the lead on the
restart with Grim now in second.

Lap 13 was not a lucky one for
Erb since for the second time while
leading, he stopped between turns
three and four with mechanical
problems. This time it appeared to
be a broken front-end suspension.
Erbʼs misfortune was Grimʼs for-
tune as he now inherited first. On
the restart cars stacked up behind
Grim were Manmiller, Mike Gular,
Kyle Borror and John Willman.

Grim, who received the Danʼs
Deli ½-way hoagie award, and
Manmiller battled side-by-side for
several laps with Grim taking the
high line and Manmiller the inside
groove with neither one giving up.

Manmiller took advantage to
take over the lead on the 24th lap
when Grim pushed up high in turn
four and Manmiller dove under-
neath.

Behind the front pair anticipating
a false move were Gular, Borror
and Jared Umbenhauer. Lurking in
the wins trying to get into the top
five were Craig Von Dohren and
Jeff Strunk.

Gular overtook Grim with two
laps to go and tried to reel in Man-
miller, but ran out of time.

At the drop of the checkered
Manmiller was in victory lane for
the first time since September 3,
2016. Chasing him across were
Gular, Grim, Borror and Von
Dohren.

Kenny Gilmore, Gular and R.
Grim won the qualifying heats. The
consi was won by Duane Howard.

Emery passed Shawn Horning
for the lead on the second lap of
the Late Model feature with Kline
following through at the same time
for second.

Klineʼs bid for another victory
was erased after he made contact
with the lapped car of Jordan
Knepp and hit the first turn wall.

On the restart Cory Merkel, run-
ning fifth, spun in the first turn with
several others involved. The next
attempt at another lap was better
as Emery was still first trailed by
Kyle Merkel, Steve Wilson, previ-
ous winner Brian Shuey and Chuck
Schutz.

In the closing stages a three-
way battle for first ensued between
Emery, Merkel and Shuey.

Emery kept everyone at bay and
went on to chalk up the victory and
also received the Danʼs Deli ½-way
hoagie award. Finishing second

was K. Merkel followed by Shuey,
Wilson and Schutz.

Heats were won by Shuey and
Emery.

The beginning of the Sportsman
feature was a rather scary one
when Ryan Shupp and Nathan
Mohr made contact and Mohr took
a wild flip in turn one. Several oth-
ers were also involved with Jordan
Henn, left with nowhere to go, had
Mohrʼs car landing on top of his.
Mohr and the others escaped in-
jury, but Henn was taken to the
hospital to be checked as a safety
precaution.

When action resumed Jeromy
Guistwite, a rookie this season,
was the race leader followed by
Swinehart, Jesse Landis, Ken Eck-
ert Jr. and Jim Housworth.

Craig Whitmoyer brought out an-
other yellow when he spun in the
second turn on the second lap. On
the restart Swinehart got the edge
on Guistwite and moved into first.

The pair battled feverishly and
neither one was ready to stop try-
ing.

A first turn multi-car accident on
lap six had the yellow waving
again. On the restart Swinehart
pushed up a bit off turn four and
Guistwite was back in front.

Kyle Lilick spun in the second
turn on the 13th lap. The restart
was void since Eckert Jr., having a
solid run, stopped in the third turn.
This time Swinehart was deter-
mined to regain first and he did just
that as Guistwite couldnʼt hold off
the hard charger since he had his
hands full holding off Kemmerer
and Housworth.

Kemmerer, whose car was badly
damaged from the first lap incident,
wasnʼt deterred by how the car
looked; overtook second to begin
challenging Swinehart.

Housworth got out of shape in
turn four, corrected it and contin-
ued. Guistwite, left with no place to
go, spun for the final caution with
three laps remaining. Swinehart
held his pace with Kemmerer right
behind.

Swinehart never surrendered
the lead once he regained it and
was in the winnerʼs circle for the
first time followed by Kemmerer,
Housworth and opening night fea-
ture winner Brian Hirthler and
rookie Louden Reimert.

Guistwite, Ryan Higgs and
Swinehart won the heats. The
consi was won by Kyle Lilick.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - Inclement

weather has forced the cancellation
of Saturday nightʼs scheduled
Lewis Automotive Night of champi-

onship chase action at Dodge City
Raceway Park.

A forecast high of just 40 de-
grees on Saturday along with ex-
cessive rain throughout the entire
day and evening before turning to
snow negates any possibility of rac-
ing activity atop the 3/8-mile clay
oval.

Racing action will continue at
Dodge City Raceway Park next
Saturday night, May 6, with the
Fifth Annual Modified Stampede
featuring a $1,200-to-win main
event for the IMCA Modifieds with
other action including Precise Rac-
ing Products DCRP Sprint Cars,
IMCA Sport Modifieds, IMCA Stock
Cars and IMCA Hobby Stocks.

Dodge City Raceway Park is lo-
cated on the south edge of Dodge
City, KS, on US 283, then 0.9 miles
west on US 56, then 0.1 miles
south.  For more information, con-
tact the track at 620-225-3277 or
check www.dodgecityraceway.
com.

Rockford Speedway
Unseasonably cold conditions

coupled with approaching rains
which are forecast to saturate the
area throughout the afternoon and
evening have forced officials at
Rockford Speedway to cancel
tonight's Mountain Dew 70th Sea-
son Opener. 

A second attempt to open the
regular season takes place next
Saturday night May 6 with "Ladies
Night," where all adult ladies re-
ceived $5 admission and the first
100 ladies through the gate receive
a FREE rose. Racing next week-
end includes the Stanley Steemer
NASCAR Late Models, Miller Lite
American Short Trackers, Kickstart
Roadrunners, Bandits and Racer
Girl Winged Women on Wheels
along with the Roadrunner Chal-
lenge 'Morning Make Up Dash.'
Gates open at 5 PM with the Co-Lin
Metals Fast Dashes set to go green
next weekend at 7:07 PM. 

For more information on upcom-
ing events at Rockford Speedway,
please visit rockfordspeedway
.com.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Selins-

grove Speedwayʼs popular pro
stock division will take center stage
this Saturday, May 6, in the 16th
Annual Pro Stock 20 sponsored by
A&A Auto Stores. The champi-
onship race will pay $1,000 to win
and $100 to start. 

Joining the pro stocks will be the
360 sprint cars, super late models,
and roadrunners. Track gates will

(Continued on next page…)
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(Continued…)

open at 5 p.m. with
qualifying slated to
begin at 7 p.m. 

Past winners of
the Pro Stock 20 in-
clude Gerald Kratzer
of Selinsgrove (2002),
Kyle Bachman of
Selinsgrove (2003,
2013), Gary Beward of
Thompsontown (2004,
2006, 2007), Troy
Miller of Tower City
(2005), Jason Smith of
Williamsport (2008,
2010), AJ Hoffman of
Richfield (2009, 2011,

2012), Brad Mitch of McClure
(2014), and two-time defending
winner AJ Stroup of Evandale.

The championship trophy will be
sponsored by The Middleburg IGA. 

The Mach 1 Chassis 360 sprint
cars and Jeffʼs Auto Body & Recy-
cling Center super late models will
each compete in 25-lap features
paying $2,000 and $1,500 to win,
respectively. The Collier Paving &
Construction roadrunners will make
their season debut in a 12-lap fea-
ture. 

Selinsgrove Raceway Park will
swing back into action at 7 p.m. this
Friday, May 5, with a program of go
kart racing. The mediums kart divi-
sion will compete in a $200-to-win
pro series race. Track gates will
open at 5:30 p.m. 

For a complete schedule, the lat-
est news, results, and race status,
visit selinsgrovespeedway.com or
follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
The speedway office can be
reached at 570.374.2266.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Motor Speedway opened
its doors for racing in 2017 with fea-
ture events for its SK Light, Limited
Late Model, and DARE Stock divi-
sions as well as the Mr. Rooter
Truck Series as part of the Satur-
day NAPA Auto Parts Spring Siz-
zler® Weekend festivities.  Cory
DiMatteo took the checkered flag in
the 20-lap SK Light feature, Bryan
Narducci was the winner of the 20-
lap Limited Late Model feature,
Trace Beyer won the 15-lap DARE
Stock feature, and Andy Lindeman
won the 35-lap Mr. Rooter Truck
Series feature.

The 20-lap SK Light Modified
feature took the green flag with
Joey Ferrigno taking the lead on
the outside of Andrew Les.  The
field completed 2 laps before the
caution came out for Brett Gonyaw,
who got into the wall coming out of

turn 2 and came to a stop on the
backstretch.

Ferrigno took the lead back
under green with Tony Santangelo
hot on his bumper.  David Arute
was up to third with Glenn Griswold
in fourth and Jay Goff fifth.  Mar-
cello Rufrano and Chris Matthews
were side by side for sixth as Fer-
rigno began to stretch out his ad-
vantage over Arute in second.  
The caution came out with 8 laps
complete as Geoff Nooney and
Marcello Rufrano came together in
turn 2.

On the restart, Arute ended up
against the turn 2 wall to bring the
caution right back out due to a flat
right front tire.  Ferrigno powered
his way into the lead on the restart
with Matthews lined up right on his
bumper in second.  George No-
cera, Jr. was side by side for third
with Cory DiMatteo after starting
deep in the field.  The caution came
back out with 10 laps complete for
spins by Glenn Bartowski and
Nathan Pytko.

Ferrigno took the lead on the
restart with DiMatteo moving into
second.  Dan Wesson moved into
third with Nocera fourth and
Matthews fell back to fifth.  Wesson
went by DiMatteo on lap-13 to take
over second place.  Wesson was
now looking on the outside of Fer-
rigno for the lead but he fell back
into a side by side duel with DiMat-
teo for second and then fell back
into line in third on lap-15 as Fer-
rigno continued to lead.  The cau-
tion came back out with 16 laps
complete as Chris Viens and Ted
Cain spun in turn 1.

Cainʼs car turned into the
frontstretch wall on the restart to
bring the caution right back out.
Ferrigno took the lead with Wesson
all over his bumper on the restart.
As they took the white flag, Wesson
was looking on the high side of Fer-
rigno.  As they raced through turns
1+2, Wesson went to make a
crossover move and the two cars
touched and Ferrigno spun.  Wes-
son was black flagged by NASCAR
Officials, making DiMatteo the win-
ner in his very first SK Light start.
Keith Caruso finished second with
Nocera, Santangelo, and Wesley
Prucker rounding out the top-5.

The 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature took the green flag with Al
Saunders blasting into the lead.
Duane Provost quickly took second
with Bryan Narducci in third, Je-
remy Lavoie in fourth and Robert
Bloxsom, III was running fifth until
lap-7 when David Tefft took the
spot from him.  The caution came
out with 7 laps complete for a spin
in turn 3 by R.J. Surdell and Matt

Clement.
Provost took the lead from

Saunders on the restart but it was a
short lived time out front as Saun-
ders went back to the front one lap
later.  The caution came out with 8
laps complete for a spin coming out
of turn 2 by Tyler Trott.

Saunders took the lead with Nar-
ducci and Provost side by side for
second behind him.  Tefft moved up
to fourth with Lavoie hold on to the
fifth position.  Trott spun in the mid-
dle of turns 3+4 to bring the caution
back out with 10 laps complete.

Narducci made a power move
on the restart to take the lead on
the outside of Saunders.  Saunders
came right back at Narducci and
was all over his back bumper for
the lead but Narducci was able to
stay out front.  Provost was third
with Lavoie fourth and Bloxsom
fifth.  Surdell spun in the middle of
turns 3+4 to bring the caution out
with 14 laps complete.

Narducci took the lead back
under green with Provost and
Saunders side by side for second.
Bloxsom took fourth with Lavoie
falling back to fifth in line.  Provost
took second from Saunders on lap-
16 and Bloxsom moved up to third
as Saunders fell back to fourth.
Saunders lost fourth to Lavoie on
lap-17 and he had Tefft now hound-
ing him for fifth as Narducci took
the two to go signal from the flag-
stand.

Narducci held Provost off to the
checkered flag to pick up the fea-
ture victory.  Bloxsom finished third
with Lavoie and Saunders rounding
out the top-5.
The 15-lap DARE Stock feature
took the green flag with Trace
Beyer shooting into the lead with
Michael Hopkins and Zack Robin-
son lined up behind him.  The field
completed one lap before the cau-
tion came out for a spin in turn 4 by
Paul Bourdon, Jr.

The race went back to green
with Beyer and Hopkins side by
side for thje lead with Robinson
and Johnny Walker side by side for
third.  Beyer got clear of Hopkins
one lap after the restart while
Robinson and Walker continued to
duel side by side.  Robinson took
the spot on lap-4 with Brandon
Michael quickly moving in on the
top-4 cars to make a 5-car train for
the lead.

At lap-10, Beyer was still in com-
mand with Robinson
and Walker now duel-
ing for second and
third with Hopkins
and Michael having
fallen back some
from the leaders in a

battle for fourth.  Walker got around
Robinson to move into second on
lap-12 as they navigated their way
through lapped traffic but a caution
with 14 laps complete for a spin in
turn 4 by Jake Higginson brought
the field together to set up a green
white checkered finish.

Beyer charged into the lead
while Walker looked to have a
problem with his car as he fell from
second all  the way back to 13th
place.  Robinson and Michael
moved into second and third but
they couldnʼt catch Beyer as he
took the victory.  Robinson,
Michael, Vince Gambacorta, and
XXX rounded out the top-5 behind
Beyer.

In the 20-lap Mr. Rooter Truck
Series feature, Andy Lindeman
took the lead at the green with Dan
Turbush and Gerald Giordano in
tow.  Jim Thompson spun in turn 2
to bring the caution out with 1 lap
complete.

The restart came on lap-8 with
Erin Solomito hitting the wall and
then Jordan Churchill found the
wall as well to bring the caution and
red flags out.

Lindeman and Giordano ran
side by side for a lap on the lap-14
restart before Lindeman got clear
into the lead on lap-15.  Frank Du-
micich took over second on lap-15
with Tony Lafo, Turbush, Jim Boyle,
and Allen Coates all moved up a
spot as Giordano fell back to sev-
enth.  Giordano worked his way
back up to fifth by lap-23 as Linde-
man held a several truck length
lead over Dumicich.  Frank Dumi-
cich, Sr. spun in turn 1 to bring the
caution out with 28 laps complete.

Lindeman took the lead on the
lap-31 restart with Lafo moving into
second.  Dumicich, Jr. pulled back
alongside Lafo but he fell back and
then lost third to Josh Stringer on
lap-32.  Coates spun in turn 4 with
32 laps complete to bring the cau-
tion out.

Lindeman took the lead back
under green with Stringer second
and Duane Noll in third.  Stringer
couldnʼt catch up to Lindeman as
Lindeman took the checkered flag.
Noll finished third with Dumicich, Jr.
and Lafo rounding out the top-5.

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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HIckory Motor
Speedway 

If you have to read
this story to know what
happened at Hickory
Motor Speedway this
weekend, you just flat
missed it. After 2
weeks off of the
NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series, rac-
ing returned to action
at Hickory Motor
Speedway Saturday
on Cosmo Motors
Night at the Races.  

First up on the
night would be the

NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries Bojangles Late Models and the
first of their Twin 40 lap features for
the night. Cole Glasson in the Lee
Faulk Racing #5 would turn the fast
lap in qualifying and start from the
pole position with NASCAR Whe-
len All American Series Bojangles
Late Models points leader Ryan
Millington in the #76 to his outside
and the #9 of Charlie Watson and
the #21 of Mike Darne making up
row 2. Glasson and Millington
would battle side by side for the first
few laps until Millington would fi-
nally nose ahead and take the lead.
Watson would see an opening and
also put pressure on Glasson,
eventually getting by and setting
his sights on Millington. The race
would run caution free and see 21
cars doing battle for positions all
throughout the field. Watson would
catch Millington with 10 laps to go
and the pair would race hard weav-
ing their way through traffic. Wat-
son would use the traffic as a pick
to take the lead with just two laps
to go, but Millington would return
the favor in traffic and regain the
lead on the white flag. Millington
would narrowly hold off Watson and
win by 1/2 car length. Watson
would finish 2nd and Glasson with
another impressive Hickory Motor
Speedway run would end up in 3rd.
Mason Diaz in the #24 and Darne
would round out the top 5. 

The fast 4-Cylinders would hit
the track next with their 15 lap
event. Brian Mundy in the #6 would
start from the pole after setting fast
time in qualifying. Unfortunately
Mundy's night would be cut short
as a result of a mechanical failure.
Curtis Pardue in the #17 would
drive on to the victory with Trivette
in the #11 finishing 2nd and Cody
Combs in the #9 coming home in
3rd. Mundy would round out the top
4. 

Hitting the famed 3/8 mile oval
next would be the Paramount Auto

Group Limited Late Models for 50
laps in Round #4 of the Paramount
Kia “Big 10” Racing Challenge.
Fresh off of his first win 3 weeks
ago Alex Reece in the #18 would
set the fast time in qualifying and
start from the top spot with the #29
of Mitch Walker starting to his out-
side. The front pair would battle
side by side for several laps before
Reece would finally nose ahead
and assume the top spot. Walker
would battle side by side with re-
turning Limited Late Model Cham-
pion Travis Byrd in the #77 for the
second spot. Byrd would eventually
get by and try to work his way to
the leader. Reece, however, would
prove too strong on this night and
grab the win, giving him 2 in a row
at the Birthplace of the NASCAR
Stars. Byrd would hold on for 2nd
with Walker keeping the grip on the
3rd  finishing spot. Pat Rachels in
the #34 and Mack Little in the #16
would round out the top 5.  

The Cosmo Motors Street
Stocks would roll off next for a 30
lap battle. Cody DeMarmels in the
#18 would grab the top spot in
qualifying and start from the pole.
DeMarmels would battle early with
Kevin Eby in the #03 for the top
spot but would pull ahead after sev-
eral laps. DeMarmels 
would look to be adding another
trophy to his collection but me-
chanical problems would slow him
on the backstretch with only 5 laps
to go. Eby had kept DeMarmels
within striking distance and as soon
as troubles hit the leader he gladly
drove on by. Eby would go on to
take the win with Marshall Sutton in
the #64 finishing second. Trey Buff
in the #69 would grab his first Hick-
ory Motor Speedway podium finish
bringing his ride home in 3rd. Mark
Whitten in the #77 would finish 4th

and DeMarmels would finish in 5th. 
Next up would be the One De-

sign Super Trucks for their 35 lap
feature. The One Design Super
Trucks have become an exciting
event each week they visit at Hick-
ory Motor Speedway. Tyler Dayton
in the #36 would start from the pole
and battle side by side with Charlie
Neill in the #26 for several laps.
Dayton would move by and take
the front spot with Neill left to battle
with the #15 of Sheflon Clay. Clay
would move around and try to run
down the leader. Dayton would
drive on to the win with Clay finish-
ing in 2nd. The #51 of Allen Huff-
man would work his way up for a
3rd place finish with Joey Shuryan
in the #30 finishing 4th.  

Finishing out the night would be
the NASCAR Whelen All-American
Series Bojangles Late Models for
their second 40 lap feature of the
night. After an 8 car invert from the
finishing order from race #1, Thad
Moffitt in the #46 would start on the
pole with the #4 of Jonathan Find-
ley to his outside. Going into turn
one on lap one everyone would
seemingly behave with the front
duo holding positions side by side
at the front. However, as the field
progressed down the backstretch
and into turns 3 & 4, the field would
look more like a Rugby Scrum than
a race. Cars sideways, scattering,
2 and 3 wide but after the smoke
cleared Findley had jumped to the
lead with Matt Thomas in the #87
hot on his heels. As Findley and
Thomas were trying to put distance
on the field the #9 of Charlie Wat-
son was fervently working his way
into striking distance. As the laps
clicked off Watson would catch
Thomas but Findley had built a
substantial lead with only a handful
of laps left the race looked to be

settled. However, a caution for a
spin with 4 laps to go would set up
the field for an exciting restart. The
battle for the lead would go side by
side for 3 of those 4 laps with Find-
ley and Watson battling hard for the
win. Watson would finally complete
the pass on the final lap and go on
to take the win. Findley would grab
a hard fought 2nd with Matt
Thomas following in his tire tracks
at the finish to come home in 3rd.
Cole Glasson in the #5 finished 4th
and Mike Darne in the #21 would
round out the top 5. 

Next week, Saturday May 6th,
the CARS Racing Tour returns to
Hickory Motor Speedway for Scott
McCorkleʼs Liberty Buick-GMC
Truck and the ClickLiberty.com 300
presented by MTP Tire and Racing
Center. This event last May ended
with tempers flaring and action
throughout the track. Twin-75 laps
for both the CARS Racing Tour
Late Models and the CARS Racing
Tour Super Late Models will pro-
duce all kinds of excitement on the
famed 3/8 mile oval. Advance Tick-
ets are only $17, Tickets at the gate
are only $20, kids 12 & under
FREE! 

The NASCAR Whelen All-Amer-
ican Series returns to action in two
weeks, Saturday May 13th, with the
321 Lawnmower Sales & Service
Night at the Races presented by
Whelen with the NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series Bojangles Late
Models, Paramount Auto Group
Limited Late Models, Cosmo Mo-
tors Street Stocks, 4-Cylinders,
Catawba Realty & Insurance Clas-
sic Sportsmen, and the Allison
Legacy Series are all in action. 

For more info check us out at
www.hickorymotorspeedway.com,
on Facebook, Twitter, and Insta-
gram
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Ryan Millington (76) edges out Charlie Watson (9) at the checkered in the action at Hickory Motor
Speedway Saturday night. (SHERRI STEARNS photo)


