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Even as Kyle
Busch was posing with
his Cup Series Cham-
pionship trophy,
NASCAR was already
shifting gears toward
the future.

Thereʼs talk of hy-
brid engines, a return
to “stock” cars and
controlling costs.
While ratings across
the board are
down 9% for

sports, NASCAR enjoyed a
resurgence with a 4% in-
crease in viewers com-
pared to a year ago.

Now that stock-car rac-
ingʼs slide as a big-time
sport seems to have been
stopped, the next chal-
lenge is to slowly rebuild
the brand, one lap at a time.

As the president of NASCAR,
Steve Phelps faces a lot of chal-
lenges. Some are immediate. Oth-
ers are around the corner. All effect
the future.

The effort by Joe Gibbs Racing
was phenomenal this year. The
four teams combined to win 19
races – the most by a single organ-
ization in the modern era, with
Busch winning the championship,
followed by Martin Truex Jr. in sec-
ond and Denny Hamlin in fourth.

At the same time, when one
race team wins half the races, that
doesnʼt leave a lot for everyone
else. Gibbs opened the season
with a 1-2-3 sweep of the Daytona
500. His team also finished 1-2-3 at
the season finale with the champi-
onship on the line.

The gap between JGR and the
other teams seems to be widening.

“You have to be able to rely on
each other and lean on each other,
and through the good times and the
bad times we're able to do that,”
championship crew chief Adam
Stevens said. “You know, these
races are hard to win. There's not
one of them that I've won that's
been easy. It takes the hard work
and dedication of all 550 JGR em-
ployees. We don't employ all those
people because they're not doing
something that needs to be done; it
takes every single one of them to
come out here and win these
races. I think you've seen that with
19 wins that JGR had this year, that
we're competitive.”

Jeff Gordon, Jimmie Johnson,
Brian Vickers and Busch combined

to win 18 races in 2007 for Hen-
drick Motorsports at the pinnacle of
that teamʼs dynasty. At the time, it
was a mark few believed would be
matched, much less beaten. And
since NASCAR canʼt make rules to
affect a single team, it must find a
way to push the sport forward with-
out leaving anyone behind.

That starts with making it more
affordable for others to be compet-
itive. Phelps believes the Next Gen

car for 2021 will do that.
“I think reasons to

go to this new car, one is
to take what is great rac-
ing, will be great racing in
2020, to create better rac-
ing. I think this new car will
do that, this Next Gen
car,” he said. “Another
component certainly is
around relevance. Our

[Original Equipment Manufacturer]
partners were here looking at the
showroom car or the street car ver-
sus what our race car will look like.
It's going to be extraordinary. We
are going to put the 'stock' back in
stock-car.

“The last component of that is to
try to make sure that the costs as-
sociated with the car are not such
that they just continue to escalate
on that car. Whether we are going
to have a cost cap moving forward,
I don't know. It is not an easy thing
to do. We want to make sure that
we have competitive racing. When
the race starts, we want as many
folks and drivers to win that race as
they can. Lots of work to do on
what we would do, whether we
would have a cost cap or not. But it
is something that we continue to
work with our race teams on to
make sure that we are having com-
petitive race teams and race teams
that are profitable.”

Phelps said the new car for 2021
will have some electrical compo-
nents under the hood. He laughed
at the suggestion of racing an elec-
tric car, but he said a hybrid engine
is coming soon to a racetrack near
you.

“I do think for a new engine, that
engine will have some type of elec-
trification, some hybrid that will be
part of it. It's kind of a follow to the
question, in fact, I know for a fact
we will not have a new OEM unless
we change our engine,” Phelps
said. “This engine is going to sound
significantly the same as whatever
the current engine is. We're not
going to have a bunch of electric

cars going around. That's not what
this is about. It's about having a rel-
evant engine to our OE partners,
both the existing Ford, Chevy and
Toyota, as well as whoever the new
OEs that we're looking at.

“Some form of hybrid, some
form of electrification is going to be
required, whether it's stored engine
or whatever that might be is down
the line. But ideally creating a sin-
gle engine package as opposed to
taking an engine and kind of chok-
ing the horsepower down, is some-
thing that I believe we will ultimately
get to.”

NASCAR hopes the new car will
attract new race teams. Many of
this yearʼs starting lineups didnʼt
have a full field.

“I think it's important that we get
new ownership in the sport. I do be-
lieve this Next Gen car will help
with that, frankly, because I don't
think you're going to need to be a
manufacturer, try to manufacturer
as an OE or as a team, which will
be a much easier model I think for
them to say, ʻHey, I see where this
sport is going.ʼ

“I think this Next Gen car will
kind of be at the center of getting
new ownership into the sport.”

Regardless of format, new
teams will quickly find out what es-
tablished organizations already
know: itʼs going to take a lot of guts
– and even more money – to com-
pete against the Joe Gibbs Racing
juggernaut.
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What Will Cup Racing
Look Like in 2020
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Another Racing Season in
the Books!

Kyle Busch celebrates with his team after winning his second
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series Championship. (NIGEL KIN-
RADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



Thereʼs just some-
thing special about the
final race of the sea-
son. However, this
year, the final
NASCAR Ford Cham-
pionship Weekend at
the Homestead-Miami
Speedway was one of
mixed emotions.

For the past eight-
een years, the top
three divisions of
NASCAR – Gander
Outdoor Truck, Xfinity,
and Monster Energy

Cup Series – have decided their
season champion at the 1.5-mile
south Florida track. Each year has
been different, with championships
earned on the final lap as well as ti-
tles lost by unfortunate incidents in
the pits or on the track. One Cup
title even ended in a tie after their
final race, only being decided by
the tiebreaker system.

But, this year was different.
When NASCAR announced their
2020 schedule several months
ago, the Homestead-Miami Speed-
way will not be the facility to host
the Championship Weekend for the
top three divisions. Instead, ISM
Speedway in Avondale (Phoenix),
Arizona will conclude next season
and determined three titles.

The Homestead-Miami Speed-
way was the brainchild of Ralph
Sanchez, a racing promoter from
South Florida. The groundbreaking
for the track was August 24, 1993.
The Miami and South Florida mar-
ket would grow to be the home of
NASCAR competition, as well as
other forms of motorsports, and
play a major role in the revitaliza-
tion of the sport.

The powers of NASCAR in Day-
tona found that the South Florida
market offered a “new look” for the
final race to determine their major
champions. From the international
food, nightlife, tropical weather, and
huge motorsports fan base, Home-
stead was the popular choice to
end each NASCAR season.

The track opened in 1995 host-
ing the NASCAR Xfinity (Busch)
Series finale for the first time. Who
could forget that first race on the
1.5-mile small version of Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway. The
turns had little or no banking and
were each very distinctive in their
layout. Needless to say, the heavy
stock cars had their problems ne-
gotiating the track layout.

It only took two years for the
Homestead track to take a new

look. In 1997, the narrow and hard
to race on track was transformed to
a much wider track that was more
like the conventional oval. How-
ever, the lack of banking in the
turns still created issues. In 2003,
an $8.2 million project developed
and designed the current layout
with progressively banked turns
and an increase in competitive rac-
ing.

Since the NASCAR schedule
began the
w i n n e r -
t a k e - a l l
format for
the title
d e c i d i n g
races at
H o m e -
stead, the
f i n i s h e s
have been
both en-
tertaining
and memorable. Kyle Busch won
his first (under last Sunday) Cup
championship in 2015 by winning
both the race and the title. It would
become a broken-record of having
to win the race to capture the title.

Jimmie Johnson won his historic
seventh Cup championship at
Homestead in 2016, ironically the
only Hendrick Motorsports in the
season finale. 

The last two years have seen
Martin Truex Jr. and Joey Logano
win their first Monster Energy Cup
Championships at Homestead-
Miami Speedway.

However, as I mentioned earlier,
the 2011 Cup Series finale at
Homestead is still the most memo-
rable of all. This race was before
the current best finish/winner-take-
all format was developed. The point
standings determined the cham-
pion. Tony Stewart and Carl Ed-

wards battled back and forth on the
track vying for the title. Stewart had
to win the race to capture the title.
Edwards led 119 laps, but the 32
that Stewart led at the end earned
him the win. When he crossed the
finish line, Stewart and Edwards
were tied in the standings. Stewart
was declared the 2011 Champion
based on the number of wins
tiebreaker.

In the final ten races of the 2011
season, Stewart won five of them
including three of the last four.
Those five races were the only vic-
tories that Stewart had during this
memorable season. Edwards won
only one, Las Vegas, early in the
season. Itʼs still hard to imagine
that the 2011 season title ended in
a points tie. The championship was
Stewartʼs third; Edwards never won
the coveted Cup title during his ca-
reer.

When I look back at ending the
NASCAR season every year in
Homestead, Florida, I have so
many fond memories of those vis-
its. The race teams that I worked
with stayed in downtown Home-
stead the first several years we
raced there. The, we stayed in the
Key Largo area several times. My
final visits to Homestead found a
couple hotels near Miami Beach
our home for the races. Each loca-
tion gave me an inside look at the
area, their varying culture, enter-
tainment, and delicious food. I will
never forget several of the local
seafood restaurants in Key Largo
as well as my first Cuban sandwich
in Miami. Makes me hungry just re-
membering those restaurants and
the good times with race team and
media members.

When I first visited Homestead,
the devastation of Hurricane An-
drew was still evident in the area. It
was absolutely amazing to see the
transformation of the area each
year when I would return for a race

weekend. The Homestead area
grew to be a beautiful location for
the NASCAR community to end
their season.

I remember taking several driv-
ers to the local hospitals in Home-
stead to visit with children. Each
visit was met with open arms and
many smiles from the children and
their parents. It was special each
and every time we visited a hospi-
tal or special needs facility in
Homestead. The people were so
thrilled that the NASCAR drivers
would take time to visit with them.
Special memories for sure.

Now, with the checkered flag on
Sunday evening, that will change.

“We know from experience that
ISM Raceway puts on exciting
races,” Mike Helton, NASCAR VP
stated. “With ISCʼs investment on
the new ISM Raceway, we have
created not only a very fan friendly,
but one of the most beautiful stadi-
ums in sports around the country.”

The Homestead-Miami Speed-
way will remain on the 2020
NASCAR schedule, but the race
date will be in March.

Without question, the motor-
sports community will adjust to the
season championship races at
Phoenix. However, Ralph Sanchez
will forever be remembered for
building his fantastic facility near
the Florida Everglades that hosted
Championship Weekend for many
years. It was a sentimental ending
to the season and an era in our
sport that began with a new speed-
way with issues to one of the pre-
miere tracks hosting three
title-deciding events in one week-
end.

The memories of Homestead-
Miami Speedway and crowning
three champions each November
will remain. Best of luck to ISM
Raceway and your Championship
Weekend next year. You certainly
have a tough act to follow.

Fa
st

 Fo
ru

m End of An Era

DENNIS PUNCH

The last NASCAR championship celebration at Homestead-
Miami Speedway saw Kyle Busch greeted by his team and
media. (SEAN GARDNER/GETTY IMAGES photo)



HOMESTEAD, FL
- It was a case of win-
ner take-all throughout
NASCARʼs Ford
Championship Week-
end at Homestead-
Miami Speedway and
Sunday night it was
Kyle Busch who
claimed both the race

trophy and his second Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series season
championship.

His commanding 4.578-second
victory over Joe Gibbs Racing
teammates Martin Truex Jr. and
Erik Jones makes Busch only the
second multi-time Cup champion
currently in the sport. Jimmie John-
son, who did not qualify for this
yearʼs Playoffs, has won seven
Cup titles matching the all-time se-
ries championship record held by
NASCAR Hall of Famers Richard
Petty and the late Dale Earnhardt.

And while Buschʼs Margin of Vic-
tory would indicate a seemingly
dominant day, the truth is the four
title contenders – Busch, Truex,
Stewart-Haas Racingʼs Kevin Har-
vick, who finished fourth and the
third JGR driver, Denny Hamlin,
who finished 10th – all kept Sun-
dayʼs contest honest. Although
each of the four led multiple laps, in
the end it was a competition be-
tween the JGR teammates Busch
and Truex for the big trophy.

Busch led the race five times for
120 laps and Truex held point four
times for 103 laps. Truex won
Stage 1 and Busch won Stage 2.

Busch took the lead for good with
44 laps remaining and his win
earned the Gibbsʼ team its 19th
overall victory, itʼs best single sea-
son output. 

For Busch, who won the regular
season championship with four
wins but hadnʼt hoisted a trophy
since early June, this was a huge
affirmation of drive and talent.

“Everybody always says you
never give up and weʼre no differ-
ent," Busch said. “Sometimes we
may not be the best, sometimes we
may not have the right track posi-
tion. Today we had a really good
car and I could race around and
move around. Thatʼs whatʼs so spe-
cial about Homestead-Miami
Speedway, is the ability to put on a
show.

“Thereʼs always your doubters,
thereʼs always your haters," Busch
said smiling. “You know what, this
oneʼs for the Rowdy Nation be-
cause you guys are the best.
Thank you so much. 

It was an action-packed after-
noon for the championship four-
some – on track and in the pits. And
the pit action arguably was as deci-
sive as the work on track.

Truex had to recover from a rare
but major pit road miscue. While
pitting on Lap 121, the normally
Straight-A No. 19 pit crew mistak-
enly put the right side front tire on
the left side of Truexʼs Toyota and
the left side tire on the right side.
He had to come back in and get
that corrected, ultimately going
down a lap. But he was the “lucky

dog” – first car a lap down - on a
caution flag 17 laps later. That put
him back on the lead lap and he
worked his way forward from there
coming up just short – the champi-
onship runner-up for the second
straight season.

After climbing out of car on pit
road after the race, Truex leaned
back against the driverʼs side win-
dow before taking questions from
reporters – the frustration and dis-
appointment obvious. 

“These things donʼt come
around every day," the 2017 cham-
pion said. “Second two years in a
row definitely stings a little, but the
fact that we have one is still really a
big deal. Itʼs hard to win these
things.

“Congrats to Kyle and the 18
guys. Itʼs a huge accomplishment
just to get here I feel like. Yes,
sometimes you win, sometimes
you donʼt. It just wasnʼt our day."

Pearn was equally unhappy and
said he can only remember that
kind of random mistake happening
once before – years ago at
Pocono, Pa.

“Tough to swallow," Pearn said.
“I felt like everyone did a great job
and executed set-up wise and car-
wise. Credit to the 18 team they did
a great job and you canʼt take away
anything from what they did."

Hamlin, who started from pole
position, also had a pit issue when
his team decided to gamble with a
large piece of tape on the front grill
that instead of helping, ended up
causing the car to overheat and
smoke. He had to pit briefly in the

waning laps to get that off. He went
back on track in 19th position with
46 laps remaining and still rallied to
a 10th-place finish. 

NBA legend and Hamlinʼs close
friend Michael Jordan was on hand
at Homestead to help Hamlin cele-
brate should he earn his first series
title. 

The only member of the Cham-
pionship 4 without a series champi-
onship yet, Hamlin was
understandably disappointed with
the outcome – but he was also no-
tably positive after the race, choos-
ing to focus on the success this
year, heartened by how close he
came to the big trophy. 

He won six races, including his
second Daytona 500, led the
championship standings at one
point during the Playoffs and
earned his Homestead shot with a
fantastic must-win clutch victory at
Phoenix a week ago.

“I told you at the beginning of the
week, weʼre going to celebrate our
year," Hamlin said. “Our year was
fantastic in every way you can think
of, and it just didnʼt pan out in one
race in our favor.

And, he added, “Iʼm excited
about next year, I really am. Itʼs not
like Iʼm going to go through the off-
season upset or sad. Iʼm looking
forward to having the momentum
that we took through this year with
a first-year crew chief and weʼre
going to win a lot, like a lot, next
year. 

“I just think that weʼll have an-
other opportunity. Thereʼs no ques-
tion."
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Never Give Up Attitude
Brings Kyle Busch His

Second Cup Title 

The newly crowned 2019 Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
Champion Kyle Busch is met with all smiles from son Brexton and
wife Samantha in Homesteadʼs victory lane. (JOHN HARRELL-
SON/NKP photo)

After being too fast to touch, Martin Truex Jr. makes a pit stop and
an error on the tire placement makes him return to pit road and
lose a lap. (BRIAN LAWDERMILK/GETTY IMAGES photo)



HOMESTEAD, FL
- From the seasonʼs
beginning on the Day-
tona high banks to
Saturday nightʼs very
final laps of racing at
Homestead-Miami
Speedway the 2019
Xfinity Series champi-
onship battle was in-
tense; ultimately

coming down to a contest of speed,
skill and bravado among a familiar
lineup of drivers who combined to

win 22 of the seasonʼs 33 races.
And for the second consecutive

year, it was Californian Tyler Red-
dick who hoisted a hard-earned
Homestead race trophy and cele-
brated his second straight Xfinity
Series championship. He led a race
best 84 of the 200 laps Saturday
and ultimately prevailed in a good
ole NASCAR “slingshot” move that
decided an exciting nail-biting lap-
by-lap duel in the closing minutes
with title challenger Cole Custer.

Reddick took the lead for good
with 19 laps remaining and the
checkered flag 1.038-seconds
ahead of Stewart-Haas Racing
teammates Custer and rookie
Chase Briscoe. The other two
championship eligible drivers -
eight race-winner Christopher Bell
and Justin Allgaier finished fifth and
14th, respectively. 

Reddick, 23, becomes only the
seventh driver to win back-to-back
Xfinity Series championships – a

list that includes some of the sportʼs
greatest names such as Sam Ard,
Larry Pearson and Dale Earnhardt
Jr. And Reddick is the first driver to
earn the consecutive titles since
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. in 2011-12. 

What also distinguishes Reddick
in championship lore is that he is
the only driver to earn Xfinity Series
titles in back-to-back seasons for
two different teams. He earned this
seasonʼs championship driving the
No. 2 Richard Childress Chevrolet.
Last year he drove for the JR Mo-

torsports.
The joy Reddick showed cele-

brating this impressive accomplish-
ment was honest and exuberant.
And it was hard-earned. This year
Reddick, Bell and Custer combined
for 21 wins. The veteran Allgaier
won at Phoenix last week to secure
his chance to chase a champi-
onship.

Last year Reddickʼs champi-
onship win was considered by
many to be an underdog triumph.
Although he had been consistent
enough to earn a shot in the Cham-
pionship 4, he had only two career
Xfinity wins when he arrived in
South Florida last November. This
year – even after switching race
teams – Reddick quickly re-estab-
lished himself as a championship
favorite. 

His winning performances didnʼt
take anyone by surprise.

While Bell, who drives the No.
20 Toyota for Joe Gibbs Racing,

quickly showed himself to be a
dominant driver again this year.
Custer answered the ante all year
himself winning seven times. And
Reddick came into Homestead with
five wins and the regular season
championship – his 23 top-five and
26 top-10 finishes were most on
the season.

“It was perfect, it came down to
us three," Reddick said of his fellow
championship contenders. “And
that Stage 3 before the caution
[flag] we were battling like we have
all year long. 

“It was just awesome we were
able to come out on top of the deal.
Itʼs been a lot of fun racing them
and Iʼm looking forward to racing
them and a lot of other talented
drivers on Sunday."

That the season finale featured
the same kind of competitive zeal
that characterized such an ultra-
competitive championship run.

“It was on us to give the guy the
equipment to contend with," said
his crew chief Randall Burnett. “He
can elevate a car from third or fifth
to a win or at least a pretty good
shot at it."

And thatʼs exactly what hap-
pened Saturday night. 

The win seems the perfect send-
off for Reddick, who will move up
into the Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series driving Childressʼs No.
8 Chevrolet. He will join both
Custer (No. 41 Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing Ford) and Bell (No. 95 Leavine
Family Racing Toyota) in what will
surely be one of the most talented
rookie classes.

“I think as a driver I learned a lot
about myself," Reddick said of the
2019 season.

It was the fifth series champi-
onship for team owner Richard
Childress tying Joe Gibbs Racing
for the most season titles in Xfinity
Series history.

“Heʼs an amazing talent and I
saw that before he won his first
championship, his first race," his
team owner Richard Childress
said. “Weʼre so excited. I just felt if

we could get here we had a great
shot at winning the championship
and the talent he has Iʼm excited for
next year as Iʼve been in a long
time."

Chevrolet Clinches
20th Bill France

ʻPerformance Cup
HOMESTEAD, FL - With Tyler

Reddickʼs victory at Homestead-
Miami Speedway, Chevrolet
clinched the Bill France Perform-
ance Cup in the NASCAR Xfinity
Series (NXS). The 2019 achieve-
ment marks the 20th time the
Bowtie Brand has captured this
prestigious honor, more than any
other manufacturer.  

The triumph also marks the fifth
time Camaro SS has earned the
award since becoming Chevroletʼs
flagship in the Xfinity Series in
2013. 

The Camaro SS has earned 77
NXS victories since its debut. 

"Chevrolet is honored to win the
2019 Bill France Performance Cup
in the NASCAR Xfinity Series for
the 20th time,” said Jim Campbell,
Chevrolet U.S. Vice President
of Performance and Motorsports.
“Every point matters during the
season and this achievement is the
result of a lot of dedication, hard
work and persistence exhibited by
all of the Chevy team owners, driv-
ers, crew chiefs, engineers and
team members.”

Capping off the regular season,
Chevrolet placed more contenders
in the Playoffs than any other man-
ufacturer with seven drivers and
teams in the running for this yearʼs
title.

Five different Team Chevy driv-
ers were victorious during the sea-
son: Tyler Reddick (6 wins), Justin
Allgaier (1 win), Michael Annette (1
win), Ross Chastain (1 win), and
AJ Allmendinger (1 win). A multi-
tude of Team Chevy members con-
tributed to this special award with
valuable points throughout the 33-
race season.
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s Reddick's Second
Championship Puts

Him in Elite Company

Tyler Reddick waves his victory flag in front of his second
NASCAR XFINITY Championship trophy in victory lane. (NIGEL
KINRADE/NKP photo)

Race winner and new champion Tyler Reddick paces his #2
around Homestead Speedway as the sun goes down. (JARED
TILTON/GETTY IMAGES photo)



HOMESTEAD, FL
- Austin Hill book-
ended his 2019 sea-
son with a victory in
Friday nightʼs Ford
EcoBoost 200 season
finale at Homestead-
Miami Speedway –
finishing a comfort-
able 1.569-seconds
ahead of veteran Matt

Crafton, whose runner-up effort
was enough to earn him his third
NASCAR Gander Outdoors Truck
Series championship.

Hill won all three stages in the
race and led a race best 56 laps to
give the No. 16 Hattori Racing En-
terprises Toyota its second consec-
utive Homestead win. Last year
Brett Moffitt drove the truck to a
race and series championship tro-
phy.

Christian Eckes finished third on
Friday to earn Kyle Busch Motor-
sports its record seventh series
owner championship – the organi-
zationʼs sixth in the last seven
years.

From the drop of the rain-de-
layed green flag, the four champi-
onship eligible drivers – Crafton,
fourth place Ross Chastain, fifth
place Moffitt and 11th place Stewart
Friesen – had to deal with a highly
motivated Hill for the race win. Of-
ficially eliminated from Playoff con-
tention last week at Phoenixʼs ISM
Raceway, 

Hill came into the event highly-
motivated nonetheless. 

He drove around title contender
Chastain to win the first stage and
held off Crafton for wins in both the
second stage and ultimately the

race trophy.
The 25-year old Georgia native

finished the season as he started –
in Victory Lane - matching his work
in the season-opening Daytona
race – his first career win. He won
again at Michigan in the summer
and then again at Las Vegas and
was truly a formidable contender
through the Playoffs. Unable to
overcome a points deficit after a
crash at Martinsville, Va. in the final
Playoff round, however, kept him
from the Championship 4. However
his work Friday sent a strong mes-
sage that heʼs ready to contend for
the championship next year as
well. 

“Iʼm excited for the win, but at
the same time it stings a little bit
just be-
cause I
know that if
we would
have been
a little bit
better in
the round
of six, we
could be
celebrating
a win and a
c h a m p i -
o n s h i p , "
Hill said.
“But like I
say, I canʼt
t h a n k
everybody
out there
enough.

And Hill conceded with a smile,
“Itʼs awesome to get my fourth win
of the season and end on a high
note."

HOMESTEAD, FL - The young
guns will have to wait.

Matt Crafton, a 43-year-old vet-
eran of 19 full seasons in the
NASCAR Gander Outdoors Truck
Series, took home his third cham-
pionship with a second-place finish
in Friday nightʼs Ford EcoBoost
200. at Homestead-Miami Speed-
way.

Crafton claimed the title without
winning a race this season, but that
was all but irrelevant as Crafton
moved within one championship of
series leader and NASCAR Hall of
Fame Ron Hornaday Jr. 

“I guess I finally got out of the
wheelchair and got up one the
wheel and got it done,” said
Crafton, who crossed the finish line

1.569 seconds behind race winner
Austin Hill but a comfortable 9.201
seconds ahead of Ross Chastain,
who finished fourth in the race and
second among the Championship
4 drivers.

“One step closer to what Horna-
dayʼs done.”

Crafton exhibited a mixture of
elation and defiance as he cele-
brated in Victory Lane. Almost an
afterthought among pundits enter-
ing the race, Crafton schooled his
younger Championship 4 competi-
tors with a No. 88 ThorSport Rac-
ing Ford that improved throughout
the race.

“There was nothing sweeter, to
be honest,” Crafton said. “It was
that little jab in the side—and I donʼt
know if I needed that, but it just
ticked me off. And I just said, ʻIʼm
going to prove you really, really

wrong tonight.ʼ
“I knew I was going to do what-

ever I had to do for every one of
these guys, for (team owners)
Duke and Rhonda (Thorson) and
everyone who worked hard, but I
said it was that little bit extra poke.”

Though fired up by the slight,
Crafton had to exercise the pa-
tience of a veteran when Hill
passed him for the lead on Lap 112

“Once they told me the 24
(championship contender Brett
Moffitt) was nine seconds back,
and we were gapping him by three-
tenths (of a second) a lap, I was
like, ʻI need to look at the big pic-
ture here and not take a chance of
losing this championship. Letʼs just
ride right here—race as hard as I
could without doing anything dumb
to put the thing in the fence.” 

Winning the title without winning
a race didnʼt bother Crafton in the
least.

"Iʼll sleep very, very well all win-
ter—with the trophy,” he said.

Crew chief Junior Joiner, who
has been with Crafton for all three
of his championships—the first two
coming back-to-back in 2013 and
2014—echoed that sentiment.

“We didnʼt win the race, but
gosh, darn it, we won the war,”
Joiner said.

The youth movement did have
its moments on Friday night. In his
eighth Truck Series start of the sea-
son, 19-year-old ARCA champion
Christian Eckes secured the sev-
enth ownerʼs championship for
Kyle Busch Motorsports with a
third-place finish, a day after Eckes
was announced as one of KBMʼs
full-time drivers for next year. 

Eckes couldnʼt have claimed the
ownerʼs title, however, if it werenʼt
for the efforts of a veteran driver. 

Crafton made his first start in the
Truck Series in 2000, running only
his debut race at Auto Club Speed-
way that year. Greg Biffle won the
Truck Series title that season, and it
was Biffle whom KBM team owner
Kyle Busch coaxed out of retire-
ment to run one race in the No. 51
Toyota at Texas.

Biffle won in his only start, and it
was that victory that qualified the
No. 51 for the owner Playoffs. 

“I just thought an old retired guy
might be able to get it done—and
he did,” Busch said after Friday
nightʼs race.
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Austin Hill Takes

Homestead-Miami
Victory

Matt Crafton Strikes a Blow
for Veteran Drivers with

Gander Trucks Title

Austin Hill celebrates with his team in victory lane after winning
the Ford EcoBoost 200. (JARED TILTON/GETTY IMAGES photo)

2019 Gander Truck Champion Matt Crafton celebrates
with his daughter Elladee. (JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP
photo)



Third-generation
driver Jagger Jones
ended his 2019 ac-
complishing both of
his main goals: win a
race and earn Sunoco
Rookie of the Year
honors.

Once the check-
ered flag flew on the
season finale at ISM
Raceway in the Ari-
zona Lottery 100,

Jonesʼ home track, a short drive
from his hometown of Scottsdale,
he officially clinched the Rookie of
the Year title for Sunrise Ford.

“It was definitely one of our
goals,” Jones said. “That and to win

races, those were our two main
goals. I think the whole season
weʼve led the Rookie of the Year
standings which is pretty cool, and
separated ourselves from the other
rookies and got it done.”

Jones earned 11 top 10s and
eight top fives in the 14-race sea-
son, including 248 laps led, one
win, one pole and an average fin-
ish of 5.4. He beat out Bill McAnally
Racingʼs Brittney Zamora in the
rookie race, which gave Jones an
extra added satisfaction to give
Bob Bruncati the edge over
McAnally in this race.

“McAnally versus Sunrise was
definitely the race in the West com-
petition wise,” he said. “To get that

and finish second in the points in
my rookie season, I was pretty
pleased with that.”

Jones became the sixth driver in
the last 13 years for Sunrise Ford
Racing to win the top rookie hon-

ors, joining Jason Bowles (2007),
Luis Martinez Jr. (2010), Austin
Dyne (2012), Dylan Lupton (2013)
and James Bickford (2014). He
broke a three-year streak of rookie
of the year awards won by BMR.

STAMFORD, CT -
NASCAR® and NBC
Sports have teamed
up to launch Track-
PassTM on NBC
Sports Gold, a new
streaming product rep-
resenting NASCARʼs
most significant under-
taking in the direct-to-
consumer space. Set
to launch in early De-
cember, TrackPass on

NBC Sports Gold builds off the
foundation set by FansChoice.tv
and immediately becomes the most
robust live and on-demand motor-
sports content offering in the do-
mestic digital marketplace.

TrackPass on NBC Sports Gold
will bring fans more exclusive live
motorsports events and an exten-
sive library of archived documen-
taries and films. The platform will
offer exclusive live viewing of a
multitude of motorsports, including
American Flat Track, select ARCA
Menards Series™ events (includ-
ing ARCA Menards Series East
and West races), NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour™, and tentpole
grassroots racing events, as well
as NASCAR Cup Series™ and
NASCAR Xfinity Series™ practice
and qualifying sessions (NBC
Sportsʼ half of the schedule only).

International Motor Sports Asso-
ciation (IMSA) enthusiasts are also
covered, as TrackPass on NBC
Sports Gold will feature live and

archived content from the IMSA
WeatherTech SportsCar Champi-
onship™, IMSA Michelin Pilot Chal-
lenge and IMSA Prototype
Challenge. Live NASCAR national
series races (NASCAR Cup Series,
NASCAR Xfinity Series, NASCAR
Gander Outdoors Trucks Series™)
will not be offered on the platform.

“The launch of TrackPass on
NBC Sports Gold is a significant
step forward in both our commit-
ment to grassroots racing and the
evolution of our direct-to-
consumer strategy,” said Steve
Phelps, NASCAR president.

“By partnering with NBC Sports,
we can deliver more high-quality
content to fans who have passion-
ately followed their favorite racing
series via FansChoice.tv, while in-
creasing product availability and re-
liability.” 

“Our partnership with NASCAR
on TrackPass on NBC Sports Gold
is a win for racing fans across the
U.S., from four-wide action at su-
perspeedways to two wheels slid-
ing across dirt tracks,” said Sam
Flood, executive producer and
president, production, NBC and
NBCSN. “TrackPass will deliver un-
precedented, exclusive live cover-
age of a wide variety of diehard
racing fansʼ favorite series – from
IMSA, ARCA and American Flat
Track, to grassroots racing at iconic
local tracks like Bowman-Gray Sta-
dium and Myrtle Beach Speedway.
TrackPass is a must-have for pas-

sionate race fans.”
Fans can access all the content

on TrackPass on NBC Sports Gold
for $4.99/month or $44.99/year.
Lower-priced, series-specific sub-
packages for IMSA, AFT and
NASCAR Roots content will also
be available. Both the IMSA and
NASCAR Roots (which includes
ARCA, Whelen Modified Tour, tent-
pole grassroots events and select
NASCAR practice and qualifying
sessions) packages are
$2.99/month or $19.99/year. The
American Flat Track package will
have a $1.99/month or $10.99/year
introductory rate for 2020. Existing
FansChoice.tv registered users will
receive an introductory free trial to

TrackPass on NBC Sports Gold.
While FansChoice.tv was a web-

based platform, TrackPass on NBC
Sports Gold allows users to cast
streamed content on a connected
device via NBCSports.com and the
NBC Sports app, letting fans expe-
rience racing action on their pre-
ferred hardware, including
big-screen environments. Upon
launch, TrackPass on NBC Sports
Gold will be available on desktop
web browsers and via the NBC
Sports app on iOS and Android
phones and tablets, Apple TV (Gen
4), Roku, Amazon Fire TV, An-
droidTV, Xfinity X1, Xfinity Flex and
Chromecast devices connected via
HDMI.
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Jagger Jonesʼ rookie campaign consisted of one victory and eight
top five finishes. (Meg Oliphant/NASCAR photo)
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BRASELTON, GA
- Ben Ashline made
the long trip from
Pittston, ME count tak-
ing the surprise win for
the Pro All Stars Se-
ries (PASS) Super
Late Models Saturday
afternoon in the Lanier
National 200 at Lanier
Raceplex. Ashline's
first career PASS vic-
tory was the first

checkered flag that has flown at
Lanier since racing was last held
here in 2011.

"We traveled down like 1200
miles, really not knowing what to
expect and made a few changes
and they worked," said Ashline in
victory lane. "Mike [Hopkins] is a
great competitor.  We raced hard,
we raced clean, and we were rac-
ing for the win.  We came down
here with high hopes.  This is prob-
ably the best race of my career."

After taking the heat race wins,
Ryan Moore and Dawson Fletcher
led the field to green, with Fletcher
moving to the lead on lap two.  The
first caution of the day waved on
lap 17 when veteran Randy Gentry
went for a spin in turn
four.  Fletcher continued to lead
until another Georgia teenager,
Jake Garcia, would bypass him for
the top spot on lap 39.

The third caution of the day
waved on lap 67 when Brandon
Herbert blew a right front tire enter-
ing turn three.  On the restart, Ash-
line got the better of Garcia to take
the lead for the first time of the
day.  Ashline maintained the lead
through lap 108 when Ryan Her-
bert slammed the frontstretch wall
to bring out the fourth caution of the
race.

Ashline continued to lead, but
was joined up front by 2019 PASS
National Super Late Model cham-
pion, Mike Hopkins.  Hopkins per-
sistently tried the high line and was
able to take the lead from Ashline
on lap 141.  But now, the roles were
reversed as Ashline applied pres-
sure to Hopkins for the lead. With
47 laps to go, Hopkins slipped, al-
lowing Ashline to make a run on the
inside and retake the lead.

Despite a spin by Fletcher with
five laps to go, Ashline would go on
to take the win in the Lanier Na-
tional 200 over Hopkins, Moore,
Garcia, and Tate
Fogleman. Rounding out the top 10

were Kyle Plott, Hudson Halder,
Kyle Seig, Fletcher, and Shane
Chastain. 

Saturday afternoon's race at
Lanier Raceplex concludes the
2019 PASS season, but 2020 is
just around the next turn.  The next
announced PASS event will be on
Saturday, April 11, 2020 when the
15th Annual Easter Bunny 150
goes green at Hickory Motor
Speedway.  The complete 2020
PASS schedule will be announced
in the coming weeks.

Donʼt forget to “Like” the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter @PASSSLM14 to
keep up with breaking news as it
happens.

Oxford Casino Event
Center Hosts

2019 PASS Banquet
OXFORD, ME - The 2019 PASS

Banquet was held Saturday, No-
vember 2 at the Oxford Casino
Event Center in Oxford, Maine.
After a delicious buffet dinner the
awards segment of the evening

began with Tom Mayberry's wel-
come and opening remarks. 

Tom welcomed the teams and
thanked all for coming and for their
support throughout the season. He
discussed the upcoming 2020 sea-
son, with few rule changes for
teams. The 2020 schedule should
be announced around the begin-
ning of December.

Tom thanked the PASS staff for
their dedication throughout the sea-
son. Tom also had a special thanks
for this year's Oxford 250 Grand
Marshall, Bob Bahre and Gary
Bahre for making this year's 250 so
memorable.

Tom presented a few special

awards:
Modified Sportsmanship Award:

Kate Re
Super Late Model Sportsman-

ship Award: Nick Sweet
And the Life Time Achievement

Award was presented to Rita and
Julio Miglioli. Rita and Julio have
been involved with racing for many
years and they are dedicated to the
sport. Julio accepted the award as
Rita was unable to attend due to a
power outage at their home.

Mike Mayberry then presented
the season points trophies, with as-
sistance from Liza Macomber and
Marina Rockwell. Beginning with
the Modified Rookie of the Year,
Spencer Vaughan. Trophies were
presented to 8th place finisher
Colby Benjamin, 7th place finisher
Spencer Vaughan, 6th place fin-
isher Matty Sanborn, 5th place fin-
isher Tyler King, 4th place finisher
Kate Re, 3rd place finisher Mike
Carignan, 2nd place finisher Jairet
Harrision and the 2019 Modified
Season Champion, Spencer
Morse. Spencer took time to thank
his many friends and family who
have helped him along the way.

Mike then awarded the Super
Late Model season points trophies.
9th place finisher Bobby Therrien,
8th place finisher Reid Lanpher, 6th
place finisher Travis Benjamin, 5th
place finisher Nick Sweet, 4th place
finisher Gabe Brown, 3rd place fin-
isher Ben Rowe, 2nd place finisher
Derek Griffith and the 2019 Super
Late Model Champion DJ Shaw.
DJ spoke thanking his family and
team for their support.

After the awards the teams en-
joyed the DJ and all entertain-ment
that the Oxford Casino has to offer.

Another PASS North season has
come to an end and we look for-
ward to racing in 2020. Congratula-
tions to all the drivers, their teams
and families. PASS Racing and
Tom Mayberry thanks the teams,
staff and fans for all of their sup-
port.
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Ben Ashline Takes Surprise
Win In PASS Racing's

Return To Lanier

2019 PASS North SLM & PASS MODS Champions DJ Shaw &
Spencer Morse were presented their trophies at the 2019 PASS Ban-
quet. (Norm Marx photo)

Ben Ashline celebrates his win at the PASS Super Late Model fi-
nale at Lanier Raceplex. (PASS photo)



SALEM, IN - Inau-
gural Victory Custom
Trailers CRA Junior
Late Models Cham-
pion Chase Burda will
be moving up to com-
pete with the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Presented by
Chevrolet Perform-
ance in 2020. The 14-
year-old Michigan
native had a very im-

pressive season with the Victory
Custom Trailers CRA Junior Late
Models, getting six feature wins in
the series eight events, including a
stretch of four wins in a row in the
series second event through the
series fifth event. Burda had five
heat race wins out of the seven
events that featured heat races and
was the MPM Marketing Fast Qual-
ifier at seven of the eight events.
Burda won the series Season
Championship event at Anderson
Speedway on September 28th to
claim the series inaugural Champi-
onship. 

“It was an awesome feeling,” re-
marked Chase Burda. “I was really
nervous that day, even though I
had a lot of confidence coming into
the event. I was Fast Qualifier, then
played it safe in the heat race to
make sure nothing happened. I
started second in the feature, once
I got the lead, I wasnʼt nervous any-
more, just focused on hitting my
marks and not making any mis-
takes. When Katie (Hettinger) spun
towards the end, I knew that would
bunch the field back together for a
restart, but I was able to take the
lead back and when I saw the white
flag, I knew I only had a lap to keep
my composure. I was shaking
when I got to the checkered flag.
My sister, Courtney was there
when I climbed out of the car and
hugged me. I was so happy! My
dad and I had a goal this year to
win the CRA Junior Late Model Se-
ries Championship and we did it!”

Burda also competed in an
IMCA Dirt Modified during the 2019
season, his second season com-
peting on dirt. Burda was named
Rookie of the Year in the Dirt Works
Eastern Region and became the
youngest IMCA Modified driver to
earn this award since its inception
in 1993.

“As his parents, we are over the
moon proud of Chase,” remarked
Rob Burda, Chase Burdaʼs father

and car owner. “He sets his goals
and goes all in to achieve them. We
cannot wait to see what his future
holds. He is an incredible driver on
both pavement and dirt.”

Chase Burda added, “I have to
thank all my sponsors that helped
us reach our goals this year, Rob's
Service, Finish Line Auto Sales,
Express Auto Graphics, Super
Flight Oil, Energy Release and
U.S.103. I want to thank Chris and
Jessie Hettinger for the Jim Het-
tinger Memorial Race at Toledo,
Jim was a big fan of my racing from
the beginning, he did a lot to help
to help me in my racing career. I
would also like to thank Victory
Custom Trailers for sponsoring the
series, CRA for starting the series
and VanDoorn Racing Develop-
ment, without any of them I would-
nʼt have had the opportunity to win
the inaugural CRA Junior Late
Model Championship.” 

Burda will be racing in a Van-
Doorn Racing Development Chas-
sis with the JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour in 2020, competing for the se-
ries Championship and Rookie of
the Year honors. The team will also
have new Chase Burda Motor-
sports colors in 2020 that will be re-
vealed soon.

“Iʼm real excited about the up-
coming 2020 season and moving

up to race with the JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour,” remarked Chase
Burda. “There will be many new
challenges in 2020, I havenʼt raced
very many 100 lap features and
there will be a lot of competition in
each race, but I am confident we
will be up for those challenges!” 

More information on all the CRA
Series is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com.

Luke Yoder
Construction to

Sponsor JEGS/CRA
All-Stars Tour Fast

Qualifier Award at CRA
SpeedFest 2020

SALEM, IN - Champion Racing
Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials have announced that Luke
Yoder Construction will return as
the Fast Qualifier Award sponsor
for the JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
event with CRA SpeedFest 2020.
Luke Yoder Construction will award
that driver with a $400 cash bonus.
This will be the seventh year that
Luke Yoder Construction has spon-
sored that award.  

Luke Yoder Construction is your
trusted source for superior new
home construction and home im-
provements provided with person-
able, courteous service. They have
more than 10 years of experience
in providing construction solutions
for residential and commercial cus-
tomers throughout the greater
Perry and Montezuma, Georgia

communities. They are fully li-
censed and insured for your pro-
tection and peace of mind.

More information on Luke Yoder
Construction is available at
www.lukeyoderconstruction.com,
on FaceBook at www.facebook.com/
luke.yoder.397 or by calling 478-952-
3420. 

CRA SpeedFest 2020 will be
held on Friday, January 24th and
Saturday, January 25th at Crisp
Motorsports Park - Home of the
Watermelon Capital Speedway lo-
cated in Cordele, Georgia. As is tra-
dition, this event is held the
weekend prior to the Super Bowl
every year.

CRA SpeedFest 2020 will con-
sist of a $10,000 to win 200 lap
ARCA/CRA Super Series Super
Late Model special non-points
event and a $5000 to win 125 lap
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Pro Late
Model special non-points event.
The 200 ARCA/CRA Super Series
event will be an eight tire max
event that will count yellow flag laps
up to lap 175 with Controlled Cau-
tions. The 125 lap JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour event will be a four tire
only event that will count yellow flag
laps up to lap 100. 

Additional Track and CRA
SpeedFest 2020 information, in-
cluding purchasing advanced re-
serve tickets, can be found at
www.crispmotorsportspark.com. 

Entry forms for CRA SpeedFest
2020 will be released later this
month. Additional CRA info can be
found at www.cra-racing.com.
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CRA Junior Late Model
Series Champ Moving Up to

JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour



CONCORD, NC -
Do you remember
what you were doing
at 19 years old?
Maybe early stages of
college. Maybe mini-
mum wage job. Prob-
ably still driving your
first low budget car.

In 2020, 19-year-
old Mason Daniel will
join the World of Out-
laws NOS Energy

Drink Sprint Car Series as a full-
time rookie contender with his own
Mason Daniel Racing team.

Heʼs had a short racing career,
so far, running his first Sprint Car
race at the end of 2017. He picked
up two wins in a 360 c.i. Sprint Car
in 2018 and then transitioned to
410 c.i. cars this year, starting nine
races with the World of Outlaws in
2019. He earned a career best 15th
place finish at Dodge City Raceway
Park in September.

The teenager is well aware of
his experience level. His hope is to
play the long game, learning from
the stars of the Series throughout
the 90-plus race schedule each
year.

“I think you realize if you want to
be the best you have to race with
the best and obviously thatʼs the
World of Outlaws,” Daniel said.
“Youʼre not going to be competitive
right away, especially against those

guys. Either you wait a couple of
years and then get your butt kicked
or you start at it now and eventually
in a couple of years youʼre good
enough to run with them. The
sooner we start racing with them
the better weʼll be in the long run.”

By his side for the whole tour as
mentor and crew chief will be 2001
World of Outlaws champion Danny
“The Dude” Lasoski. The 122-time
World of Outlaws winner has been
working with Daniel the past two
years, serving as his Mr. Miyagi in
the Sprint Car world.

Itʼs a role Lasoski said he knew
he wanted to take on when he was
done racing. He met Daniel a few
years ago when the teenager and
his father lent him an engine to run
Trophy Cup in California. Daniel
helped work on his car and the two
became acquainted. When Daniel
told Lasoski his plan to race winged
and non-winged Sprint Cars in Cal-
ifornia, Lasoski proposed an alter-
native plan. He suggested Daniel
move to the Midwest to race
winged Sprint Cars only and of-
fered to mentor him.

Soon after, Daniel relocated his
team to Missouri.

“He had a desire,” Lasoski said.
“He wasnʼt a here today, gone to-
morrow kind of kid… His father
came to me and said, 'The end
goal is Mason wants to be a pro-
fessional race car driver and be a

Donny Schatz.' I said, ʻWell, the
only way to do it is to race with the
best of the best, night in night out.ʼ
The bottom line is youʼre going to
get your ass kicked. Everybody
does. I did. But to be the best you
have to beat the best. Thatʼs how
we got this whole thing going.”

Lasoski acknowledged that
Daniel is being “thrown to the
wolves” next year, but his young
driver understands that. Heʼs em-
braced it and is taking his prepara-
tions seriously.

“Itʼs refreshing to be honest with
you, because I see it every single
day,” Lasoski said. “He works in the
shop with us every day. And I told
him that Iʼm not interested in doing
this if heʼs not as interested as I
was. He works out every day. I told
him this is going to be a grind.
Youʼre going to have to be pre-
pared for it. Heʼs doing everything
weʼre asking and heʼs learning
every day just like the rest of us.
The first time you think you know
everything is the first time youʼre
going to get your ass kicked.”

Five years ago, Daniel knew
nothing about racing or what a
Sprint Car even was. He just
wanted to drive his grandfatherʼs
1969 Chevelle. That desire turned
into a bet by his father, who half-
jokingly said he couldnʼt drive the
Chevelle until he drove a family
memberʼs race car. Daniel took the
bet and is now a World of Outlaws
driver and team owner.

“Itʼs definitely overwhelming. In
a good way,” Daniel said. “A little
nerve-racking and such. Definitely
looking forward to it a lot. The

pleasure of racing Sprint Cars with
these guys definitely relieves the
stress of everything.”

Heʼs excited for the travel and to
visit new tracks. However, the nine-
month schedule of racing across
more than 20 states will be an ad-
justment for he and Lasoski, who
hasnʼt raced full-time with the
World of Outlaws for about 10
years. One of the toughest aspects
Daniel will have to deal with is the
mental highs and lows a driver
goes through during the long sea-
son, Lasoski said.

“Itʼs not only hard on Mason, and
every one that supports him, but itʼs
hard on the crew and everybody to
stay focused and not get down on
each other and stay positive,” La-
soski said. “I say, ʻHey, we may not
have done good tonight, but tomor-
row is another night.ʼ Because the
moral Iʼm trying to instill in my guys
is, when the checkered flag falls,
thereʼs nothing, and I mean noth-
ing, any of us can do about the re-
sults. We just have to come back
and work harder.”

Danielʼs goal for 2020 is to learn
as much as he can and try to make
his way into the top-10 and top-five
on a regular basis. He said, La-
soski told him once heʼs running up
front, a win will eventually come.

“Weʼd just like to bridge that gap
and run competitively with those
guys,” Daniel said.

The World of Outlaws NOS En-
ergy Drink Sprint Car Series will
begin its 2020 season Feb. 7-9 at
Volusia Speedway Park in Bar-
berville, Fla. for the DIRTcar Na-
tionals.
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Mason Daniel Joining World
of Outlaws Full-Time in 2020
with Mentor Danny Lasoski



BATAVIA, OH -
The Arizona Sport
Shirts Crown Jewel
Cup – Presented by
DirtonDirt.com came
down to the final race
and a tie breaker of
most wins in Crown
Jewel Cup events. Not
only was the tie
breaker needed for
first and second, but
also third and fourth.
Jimmy Owens ended
the season tied in

points with Tim McCreadie but with
two wins, Owens had the edge. 

“I definitely want to thank Ari-
zona Sport Shirts and
DirtonDirt.com for giving us the op-
portunity to win more money and

have something else to shoot for
throughout the year,” Owens
stated. He also wanted to thank
Ramirez Motorsports, Rhino Ag,
Boomtest Well Service, Reece
Monument Company, Tommy Pope
Construction, FK Rod Ends,
Sunoco Race Fuels, Red Line Oil,
Rocket Chassis, Hypercoil Springs,
Integra Shocks, and Midwest Sheet
Metal.

The Crown Jewel Cup program
awarded points to drivers with per-
fect attendance throughout the
season, at the thirteen crown jewel
events within the series schedule,
that paid $15,000 or more to the
winner. After winning night 1 of the
CMH Diamond Nationals pre-
sented by Super Clean and the
Lucas Oil Late Model Nationals,

Owens will receive a $10,000
bonus at the championship awards
banquet in December.

While Tim McCreadie did not
win a crown jewel event in 2019,
his consistency in these races paid
off with six top five finishes and
eight top ten finishes. McCreadie
finished second in Crown Jewel
Cup standings and will take home
$5,000. Third through fifth, also re-
ceiving cash prizes at the champi-
onship award banquet - Hudson
OʼNeal $3,000, Jonathan Daven-
port $2,000, and Josh Richards
$1,000.

Tyler Erb Triumphant
in GEICO TV

Race Challenge
BATAVIA, OH - This yearʼs win-

ner of the GEICO TV Race Chal-
lenge started off at Speedweeks
with three wins and five top five fin-

ishes. Beginning the year with no
finishes outside the top five in TV
Race Challenge points races, it is
no wonder the title went to Tyler
Erb.

“The GEICO TV Race Challenge
is a pretty cool deal and the money
really helps out.” stated Erb. Show-
casing his personality, Erb contin-
ued, “I guess Iʼm like a movie star
because I perform well under the
lights of a TV camera.”

The TV Race Challenge
awarded points to drivers at the
twenty-four televised events, within
the series schedule. Erb will re-
ceive a $10,000 bonus at the
championship awards banquet in
December. Jonathan Davenport
and Earl Pearson Jr, who finished
second and third behind Erb, will
also receive cash awards.

To learn more about GEICO,
visit their website at:
www.geico.com.

SAN TAN VAL-
LEY, AZ - Chandler,
Ariz.-based  Sport-
Truck RV will continue
as a backer of the
2020 Keyser  Manu-
facturing Wild West
Shootout presented
by OʼReilly Auto Parts
at  FK Rod Ends Ari-
zona Speedway, sign-
ing on as the title
backer of the  Super

Late Model divisionʼs nightly fast-
qualifier award alongside  present-
ing sponsor Screven Motor
Speedway and the Sylvania, Ga.,
trackʼs February Winter Freeze
event.

As in past years, the Dirt Track
Super Late Model presented by
Black  Diamond Racecars fast-
timer in qualifying each night of the
six-race  miniseries that runs from
Jan. 11-19 will receive a unique
commemorative “check” — a mini
aluminum Late Model door panel
— and  $100 in cash.

“I am excited to have SportTruck
RV returning for their second year
with the Keyser Manufacturing Wild
West Shootout,” said event  mar-
keting coordinator Jason Babyak. 

“Not only will they again spon-
sor  the nightly Super Late Model
fast qualifier award in conjunction
with  Screven Motor Speedway,
SportTruck RV will again have a
Renegade  hauler and stacker
trailer on display for teams to tour

through. With  SportTruck RV being
local to this race and the number
one Renegade  dealer in the coun-
try, this is a perfect opportunity for
them to  showcase their inventory
to the teams and fans that are in at-
tendance  from all over the map.”

Located just 40 miles from FK
Rod Ends Speedway at 1230 S.
Akimel  Lane, Chandler, Ariz.,
SportTruck RV is a local source for
SportTrucks  and Renegades
which are built on Heavy Duty
Commercial Chassis —  founda-
tions that are built to last and are
rated to safely tow almost  any-
thing. Information on the business
can be found online at  www.sport-
truckrv.com or by calling at 866-
570-1465.

Redd Griffinʼs Screven Motor is
also returning as the presenting
sponsor of the fast-time award. The
track is publicizing its Feb. 6-8
Winter Freeze X event that in-
cludes $10,000- and $15,000-to-
win Super  Late Model features and
the $15,000-to-win SCDRA Four-
Wheel Drive  Battle Royale plus
two nights of racing for the South-
eastern/Mid-East  Modifieds.

For more information like
“Screven Motorsports Complex”
on  Facebook and follow the track
on Twitter @ScrevenMSC.

In addition to the nightly posted
fast-qualifier awards for the Super
Late Model division, Premier Waste
Services recently announced their
“Shock The Clock Challenge,”

which will post a $1,000 bonus to
the  competitor, who registers the
overall fastest, qualifying lap dur-
ing  the six-race miniseries. This
means that if a driver can set fast
time  every night, he or she will gar-
ner a total of $1,600 for their  qual-
ifying efforts.

Keyser Manufacturing Wild
West Shootout officials recently an-
nounced  that online sales of sin-
gle- and multi-day tickets have
begun for the  popular miniseries,
which will pay out over $200,000 in
purses over  six nights of Super
Late Model, Modified and X-Mod
racing with  tripleheaders are set
for Jan. 11, 12, 15, 17, 18 and 19.
Fans, can  pick up their advanced
tickets by visiting  www.wildwest-
shootout.net/schedule/, and itʼs
worth noting that anyone  who buys
a six-day package gets a free one-
day pit pass upgrade along  with a
free seat cushion.

The Super Late Model portion of
the miniseries will once again
boast  the Keyser Quarter-Million
Challenge, a lucrative program that
offers  a $250,000 bonus for
sweeping all six features; $100,000
for winning  five; $25,000 for cap-
turing four; and
$10,000 for
claiming three. A
driver able to pull
off the feat of
sweeping the
races would de-
part  Arizona with
over $293,000.

Fans and
competitors plan-
ning trips to FK
Rod Ends Ari-
zona Speedway

can also now book rooms at the
Wild West Shootoutʼs official hotel,
Hyatt Place Phoenix Gilbert in
Gilbert, Ariz. Located approxi-
mately 20  minutes from the track,
a $119 per night room rate for king
or  two-queen rooms is available
for WWS attendees who call 1-888-
591-1234  or visit www.Hy-
attPlaceGilbert.com and use the
code G-WILD by Dec. 17.

For more information on the
14th Annual Wild West Shootout,
please  visit www.WildWest-
Shootout.net.

The Wild West Shootout is made
possible by Keyser Manufacturing,
OʼReilly Auto Parts, FK Rod Ends,
Dirt Track Bank, Black Diamond
Race  Cars, Shaw Trucking, Sport-
Truck RV, Mesilla Valley Trans-
portation,  Border Tire, Arizona
Differential, RHR RacingSwag,
Barnett Harley  Davidson, Hoker
Trucking, Premier Waste Services,
MidWest Sheet Metal,  VP Racing
Fuel, Hoosier Racing Tires, Pro
Power Engines, Penske Racing
Shocks, Five Star Graphix, Beaver
Stripes, Gorsuch Performance  So-
lutions, Screven Motor Speedway
and DirtOnDirt.com.
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Bristol
Motor Speedway

BRISTOL, TN -
During the holidays
everyone is super
busy creating lists.
They love to list whoʼs
been naughty and
whoʼs been nice. Oh
yes, they will certainly
check that one twice.
They like to list all of
the gifts they are going
to get for their family
and friends. And when
planning that delicious
holiday meal, a check-
list of menu items is
essential.

To help ease the load of sketch-
ing out one more list, Santaʼs Elves
here at BMS are doing their part to
help you by creating another very
necessary list that will make your
holiday season a memorable one:
The top 10 things you have to see
when visiting the amazing Pinnacle
Speedway in Lights.

The brilliantly illuminated holiday
tradition, The Pinnacle Speedway
in Lights presented by TVA opens
tonight at Bristol Motor Speedway
for its 23rd year of bringing cheer to
the region. More than 200,000
guests from around the world will
take in the spectacular light show
that spans a five-mile route through
the Bristol Motor Speedway prop-
erty and showcases 3 million lights
attached to more than 250 incredi-
ble displays.

Since time is critical, hereʼs
everything you must see and do
during your Pinnacle Speedway in
Lights visit:

No. 10: Take your car or truck for
a spin around the historic half-mile
high banks of Bristol Motor Speed-
way! Your tires will touch the same
all-concrete surface where so
much NASCAR history has been
made over the years. As a high-
horsepower bonus, youʼll get to
also drive alongside the famed
Bristol Dragway – the highly
revered Thunder Valley – one of
the most iconic dragstrips in the
United States.

No. 9: Back by popular demand
for its third season as an attraction
along the route, the Race to Space
presented by Mycroft Signs, will
take you on an interstellar journey.
The galaxy themed tunnel which
features a starburst light show will
provide an out of this world experi-
ence for sure.

No. 8: One of the Speedway in
Lights all-time guest favorites, the
Ripleyʼs Aquarium of the Smokies
Sea of Illumination, returns to the
route to take visitors into a cool un-

derwater world of holiday lights that
is located underneath the
frontstretch grandstands of the
famed BMS oval. Other guest fa-
vorite displays that you must see
this year include: The Dueling
Dragsters, The Twelve Days of
Christmas, Dinosaur Village and
Ripley's Penguin Playhouse. 

No. 7: New for 2019, a limited
number of Speedway in Lights
Season Passes are available for
$100 each. The SIL Season Pass
offers the ticket holder unlimited
visits to the holiday light show, that
also includes one visit to see Santa
in the Christmas Village, as well as
four tickets to go skating at the
BMS Ice Rink presented by HVAC.
To purchase a season pass, call
423-989-6900.

No. 6: If your vehicle isnʼt big
enough to fit your entire clan, con-
sider these two fun group options:
“The BMS Express” transforms a
local school bus into BMSʼ version
of the Polar Express. The ride
comes complete with “snow” and a
BMS tour guide who will have the
whole group singing carols by the
end of the ride. “The BMS Express”
runs on Thursday evenings for only
$10 per person. If you prefer to
enjoy the route in a more natural
environment, “Santaʼs Speedway
Sleigh” sponsored by Tri-Cities Re-
gional Airport provides guests with
an open-air tram ride is available
on Wednesday nights, complete
with cozy blankets and a BMS staff
member as the holiday tour guide.
Passengers will enjoy hot choco-
late and cookies prior to boarding.
After traversing the entire route,
The Sleigh will make a 30-minute
stop in the Christmas Village. To
purchase a seat on “The BMS Ex-
press”, visit http://bit.ly/32GAcyf or
call 423-989-6900. For “Santaʼs
Speedway Sleigh” reservations,
visit http://bit.ly/2Wi1F73 or order
by phone at 423-989-6900.

No. 5: If ice skating is your thing,
The Pinnacle Speedway in Lights
has you covered! The Ice Rink is
the place youʼll want to go with all
your friends to get your fix. Located
at the North Entrance, The BMS
Ice Rink presented by HVAC is
available for only $6 per session
($2 skate rentals). 

No. 4: If you love holiday music
combined with tons of lights – ap-
proximately 300,000 to be exact –
youʼll want to take in the popular
Symphony in Lights presented by
Grand Home Furnishings. Located
in the Darrell Waltrip Grandstand,
the lights in the display flash and
flicker to the sounds and beats of
holiday classics.

No. 3: Take a fast pass to holi-

day bliss!! On select nights for only
a few bucks more – ($45, itʼs for the
kids after all!) – Jingle Bell Lane
presented by Citi gives your vehi-
cle permission to cut through the
long line and have a much shorter
wait before you are released to tour
the fabulous light show. To see
available dates and purchase a
pass, visit http://bit.ly/2pNVYkM or
call 423-989-6900.

No. 2: Meet Santa in Christmas
Village. The jolly old elf will be avail-
able in Santaʼs Hut for photos and
to chat with your kids about what
they would like him to leave under
the tree this year. In addition the
Christmas Village offers harmo-
nious carolers, carnival rides, a
brand new lighted holiday MAZE
near the parking area and special
appearances by many other fa-
mous kid-favorite characters. 

No. 1: Spending time with family
and friends and savoring the great
feeling you get for making a huge
difference in the lives of so many
children. Thatʼs what the holidays
are all about!

The Pinnacle Speedway in
Lights, the major fundraiser for
SCC-Bristol, runs from tonight
(Nov. 15) through Saturday, Jan. 4.
The event costs $15 for cars from
Sunday through Thursday and $20
on Friday and Saturday nights. For
more information, visit www.bristol-
motorspeedway.com. As always, all
proceeds for The Pinnacle Speed-
way in Lights will be used by SCC
to give to numerous organizations
that serve children in the 18-county
area surrounding BMS.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - Dover Interna-

tional Speedway President and
CEO Mike Tatoian is the winner of
the 2019 Comcast Community
Champion of the Year award, which
recognizes individuals in the
NASCAR industry for their commu-
nity service efforts.

The announcement was made
Thursday, Nov. 14 at W. South
Beach Hotel in Miami in conjunc-
tion with NASCAR Championship
Weekend. 

Tatoian was one of three finalists
for the award. Artie Kempner,
NASCAR on FOX coordinating di-
rector and co-founder of Austism
Delaware and David Ragan, a 
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries driver and ambassador for
Shriners Hospitals for Children
were also finalists. 

Those eligible for the award in-
clude NASCAR team owners, driv-
ers, track employees, media
members and NASCAR officials. In
recognition of the championʼs ef-

forts, a $60,000 contribution is
made to the charitable organization
affiliated with the winner. Each re-
maining finalist receives $30,000
toward their charity of choice. For
Tatoian, the charity is USO
Delaware.

On behalf of Tatoianʼs efforts,
Dover International Speedway is
contributing an additional $10,000
to USO Delaware, bringing the total
contribution to the organization to
$70,000.

Tatoian, the Monster Mileʼs pres-
ident since 2007, is just the second
track president to be named a fi-
nalist for the award, and the first to
win the honor.

“This is a tremendous honor and
Iʼm very thankful,” Tatoian said.
“This gives a great spotlight to the
tremendous work USO Delawareʼs
staff and volunteers put in and how
important their efforts are for our
service members and their families.
Our industry should be proud of the
impact we are having on communi-
ties all across this nation.”

Tatoian is a member of the fol-
lowing organizations:

• Chairman of the Advisory
Council for USO Delaware -- active
in the organization for 13 years. 

• Serves on the United States Air
Force Civic Leader Program. 

• Numerous times an Honorary
Commander at Dover (Del.) Air
Force Base.

• Serves on Board of Directors of
the Military Bowl Foundation, a col-
lege football bowl game played in
the Washington, D.C. area, with
proceeds going to USO and Patriot
Point; a 290-acre retreat for recov-
ering service members.

• Serves on National Board of
Advisors for the Devos Sport Busi-
ness Management Program at the
University of Central Florida for
past five years.

Tatoianʼs nomination included
several testimonials from top mili-
tary and civilian officials, including
from Gen. David Goldfein, Chief of
Staff of the U.S. Air Force.

“No one has more passion for
our Airmen and has done more on
their behalf than Mike,” Goldfein
said. “Heʼs increased national
awareness and understanding of
the Air Forceʼs role in our nationʼs
defense and helped build vitally im-
portant grassroots support for our
service.”

More information on the 2019
Comcast Community Champion of
the Year award can be found at
comcastcommunitychampion.com.
Since becoming the entitlement
sponsor of the NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries in 2015, Comcast has donated 
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$600,000 to 15
NASCAR-affiliated or-
ganizations to honor
their efforts and help
further the impact of
their causes.

Dover Interna-
tional Speedway is
hosting two NASCAR
tripleheader week-
ends in 2020 on May
1-3 and Aug. 21-23,
including two
NASCAR Cup Series
races on Sunday, May
3 and Sunday, Aug.
23.

Learn more about Monster Mile
events and activities at Face-
book.com/DoverInternational-
Speedway, or on Twitter and
Instagram at @MonsterMile.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CHARLOTTE, NC - In honor of

its unwavering commitment to
saluting the United States Armed
Forces, Speedway Motorsports
was named the recipient of the
2019 Presidentʼs Veterans Recog-
nition Award from Coca-Cola.

The prestigious award was pre-
sented at The Coca-Cola Com-
panyʼs annual Veterans Day
Celebration in Atlanta to Speedway
Motorsports President and CEO
Marcus Smith, who accepted the
accolades on behalf of Speedway
Motorsportsʼ eight world-class mo-
torsports entertainment facilities:
Atlanta Motor Speedway, Bristol
Motor Speedway, Charlotte Motor
Speedway, Kentucky Speedway,
Las Vegas Motor Speedway, New
Hampshire Motor Speedway,
Sonoma Raceway and Texas
Motor Speedway.

“It is a tremendous honor to re-
ceive the Presidentʼs Veterans
Recognition Award from such an
organization as well-respected as
Coca-Cola,” Smith said. “Our com-
pany prides itself on offering un-
matched experiences for veterans,
active-duty military guests and their
families. Our initiatives are simply
an effort to say ʻthank youʼ to our
heroes in the U.S. Armed Forces.
Because of what they do, we get to
do what we do. This award is a
credit to the never-ending support
for our military from the Speedway
Motorsports family, and we are
humbled by this recognition.”

Among Speedway Motorsportsʼ
military support programs, the
newly created Welcome Home Pa-
triots initiative is designed to im-
prove the lives of servicemen and
servicewomen after active duty.

The program salutes, engages and
enables members of the U.S.
Armed Forces as they transition to
civilian life. Additionally, Speedway
Motorsports offers military dis-
counts at all eight venues and pro-
motes discounted ticket purchases
at Charlotte Motor Speedway
through the speedwayʼs unique Pa-
triot Partners program – which has
distributed more than 100,000
NASCAR event tickets to military
bases and the USO since the pro-
gramʼs inception in 2010.

As part of an unrivaled pre-race
spectacle prior to the iconic Coca-
Cola 600 on Memorial Day week-
end, Charlotte Motor Speedway
hosts the nationʼs largest military
salute with thousands of active-
duty troops and family members
representing all five branches of
the U.S. Armed Forces in atten-
dance. The salute annually in-
cludes unique experiences
including pre-race military exercise
demonstrations, a 600-troop march
and Gold Star family hospitality. In
2019, the speedway also hosted
ʻMission 600ʼ, an interactive series
of educational visits by Coca-Cola
Racing Family drivers Kyle Larson,
Austin Dillon, Bubba Wallace, Ryan
Newman and Denny Hamlin to
mid-Atlantic regional military bases.

“Speedway Motorsports is a
leader in serving those who serve.
They do incredible work to support
service members and veterans of
our U.S. Armed Forces,” said Jim
Dinkins, president, Coca-Cola
North America. “We have a long
history of partnering together on
events like the Coca-Cola 600, and
itʼs an honor to celebrate their ac-
complishments with this award.”

Additional Speedway Motor-
sports military initiatives include
New Hampshire Motor Speedwayʼs
Send a Soldier program – which
provides soldiers with tickets to
New Hampshireʼs races – as well
as Atlanta Motor Speedwayʼs Folds
of Honor-sponsored NASCAR race
and recognition of the Folds of
Honor Military Scholarship recipi-
ent.

Texas Motor Speedway annually
hosts a First Responder and Mili-
tary Appreciation Night for the July
4 holiday weekend, while Kentucky
Speedway has donated significant
funding to the USO as well as part-
nered with the Kentucky National
Guard and branches of the U.S.
Armed Forces to salute military
members on race weekends. 

Among other initiatives, Bristol
Motor Speedwayʼs long-standing
relationship with the Tennessee
Army National Guard led to honor-
ing one of their soldiers with a trip

to Americaʼs Night Race and a pre-
event lunch with hundreds of his
peers in Nashville. The short track
also honors veterans through its
“Prisoner of War Chair” near the
start finish line flag stand that sits
empty at all times to honor those
military members who never re-
turned from their duty.  

Sonoma Raceway, honored vet-
erans during its June NASCAR
race weekend by hosting a large
display featuring vintage U.S. mili-
tary tanks, while more than 3,000
veterans and their families at-
tended each of Las Vegas Motor
Speedwayʼs NASCAR weekends
through its Welcome Home Troops
program in 2019. The speedway
also hosted swearing-in cere-
monies for new U.S. Air Force re-
cruits at each event.

Collectively, the speedways also
express exemplary support of the
U.S. Armed Forces through military
flyovers, static displays and band
performances along with employ-
ment of veterans and National
Guard members on NASCAR race
weekends.

Speedway Motorsports is the
first sports entertainment company
to receive the Presidentʼs Veterans
Recognition Award in the 20 years
it has been presented.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Tickets

for the 62nd annual Coke Zero
Sugar 400 on Saturday night, Aug.
29 – the historic first NASCAR Cup
Series regular season finale at
Daytona International Speedway –
are now on sale. 

The Coke Zero Sugar 400,
which showcases the stars of the
NASCAR Cup Series under the
lights, is shifting to a new date in
2020, becoming the final race of
the regular season. Every competi-
tor who has not previously secured
a playoff spot can clinch with a vic-
tory in the Coke Zero Sugar 400. In
addition, every finishing position
could impact whether or not a
driver will earn a coveted spot in
the NASCAR playoffs. 

“With its new place on the
NASCAR Cup Series schedule, the
intensity of the Coke Zero Sugar
400 will be heightened as drivers
put it all on the line to secure a
playoff spot,” Daytona International
Speedway President Chip Wile
said. “Anything can happen at Day-
tona and race fans
are going to want to
be here to experi-
ence all the drama of
the historic first regu-
lar season finale at
the ʻWorld Center of

Racing.ʼ ”
Tickets for the Coke Zero Sugar

400 start at $49 and children 12
and under are $20 in frontstretch
reserved seating. Tickets can be
purchased by calling 1-800-
PITSHOP or visiting www.dayton-
ainternat ionalspeedway.com.
Other ticket options for the week-
end include:

• Hospitality and premium seat
packages, including the Rolex 24
Lounge, DAYTONA 500 Club,
Harley Jʼs, Trioval Club and UNOH
Fanzone/Pre-race.

• Tickets for the Coca-Cola 250
NASCAR Xfinity Series race on Fri-
day, August 28 start at $40 and chil-
dren 12 and under are $10 in
reserved seating and free in gen-
eral admission areas.

Fans can stay connected with
Daytona International Speedway
on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,
Pinterest, YouTube and Snapchat,
and by downloading Daytona Inter-
national Speedwayʼs mobile app,
for the latest Speedway news
throughout the season.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - As Homestead-

Miami Speedway prepares for the
18th straight Ford Championship
Weekend this Friday through Sun-
day, the trackʼs 2020 NASCAR
race weekend is right around the
corner, with a new date starting
next year of March 20-22.  As part
of the celebration of the venueʼs
25th anniversary in 2020, Dixie
Vodka will be the entitlement spon-
sor of the NASCAR Cup Series
race, which will be held on Sunday,
March 22.

This sponsorship was part of a
larger announcement made by
NASCAR today in which NASCAR
and Dixie Vodka entered into a
multi-year official partnership, des-
ignating the American-made craft
spirit brand as the “Official Vodka of
NASCAR.” 

The Dixie Vodka 400 at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway on March
22, 2020 will be a central element
of the trackʼs 25th anniversary sea-
son. As part of the event, Dixie
Vodka will be featured at bars
throughout the racetrack, serving
cocktails that showcase the brandʼs
expressions – Southern, Black
Pepper, Peach, Wildflower Honey,
Citrus and Mint. 

(Continued Next Page)
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“Dixie Vodka
aligns perfectly with
what Miami and
Homestead-Miami
Speedway are all
about,” said Home-
stead-Miami Speed-
way President Al
Garcia. 

“Not only can our
fans witness some of
the most exciting rac-
ing in NASCAR, but
we also have tremen-
dous amenities
throughout our facility
that they are able to

experience as well.”
Launched in 2014 by Grain &

Barrel Spirits, Dixie Vodka is the
largest premium craft vodka pro-
duced in the Southeast and in-
cludes a lineup of six unique
expressions all representing the
best of Southern flavor and crafts-
manship. The South Carolina-
based brand is one of the
fastest-growing spirit brands in the
United States.

“Our goal from day one has
been to align with partners who
share our mission of promoting the
best of our region's wonderful hos-
pitality, flavors and craftsmanship,”
said Matti Christian Anttila, founder
of Dixie Vodka and CEO of Grain &
Barrel Spirits. “NASCAR is an
iconic brand that has grown from
southern roots into a national sport
watched by millions of people every
race day. This partnership allows
us to speak directly to that amazing
fanbase, introducing them to the
best of the flavors of the south and
the heart and soul we put into every
single bottle of Dixie Vodka. Weʼll
toast to that.” 

At the start of the 2020 season,
fans will have the opportunity to
taste Dixie Vodka and a lineup of its
all-American cocktails at the Dixie
Vodka-branded bar at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway. Additionally,
fans will be able to celebrate every
win at Richmond Raceway from the
Dixie Vodka Victory Lane Club,
which provides unprecedented ac-
cess to the action in the infield.

As part of the partnership, Dixie
Vodka also becomes the Official
Vodka of the Daytona 500, Day-
tona International Speedway,
Homestead-Miami Speedway and
Richmond Raceway. 

World Wide Technology Raceway
A Guinness World Record was

set today at 3 p.m. CST at World
Wide Technology Raceway in
Madison, Illinois. Driver Apollo Tim-

bers, 33, of Sedalia, Missouri, set a
world record of 30 miles per hour
for the worldʼs fastest Radio Flyer
wagon. (Since there was no previ-
ous record or attempt, any speed
attained today would have set a
world record.) 

The world record attempt was
produced by Kevin Schaller of
Craftsmen Industries of St.
Charles, Missouri. Craftsmen fabri-
cates special displays and vehi-
cles, including the Oscar Mayer
Wienermobile.

Speed was monitored by officers
from the Glen Carbon, Illinois, po-
lice department. Outside air tem-
perature: 42 degrees (sunny, slight
breeze).

The world record attempt has a
noble cause: to aid Shriners Hospi-
tal for Children in St. Louis. Years
ago, Schaller, as a single father,
was aided by Shriners Hospital
when his son was admitted there
for treatment.

“They lived their mission of pro-
viding the best of care for my fam-
ily when I was at my lowest in terms
of financial ability,” said Schaller.
“Iʼll never forget that, and Iʼll never
stop trying to pay it forward. The
thing I remember most about those
fearful moments of having a sick
child was the smile on his face as
he was transported through the
hospital in a donated Radio Flyer
wagon. Even when we both were
scared, those moments in that
wagon, my son got to be a kid, not
just a sick kid.”

The driver, Timbers, himself was
a “Shriners kid.”

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - On Thursday

night, Bristol Motor Speedwayʼs
Chapter of Speedway Childrenʼs
Charities (SCC) celebrated another
successful year of raising funds to
support local agencies that support
children in need. During its annual
Night of Smiles event that was
broadcast live on BTESʼ Power 7
local channel for the first time,
SCC-Bristol announced its highest
donation total since 2016.

Executive Director Claudia Byrd
announced that BMSʼ SCC chapter
raised a significant total of
$920,851 during the 2019 calendar
year that will be distributed to 103
rural-area child-focused agencies
throughout Northeast Tennessee
and Southwest Virginia. Since its
inception in 1997, SCC-Bristol has
raised nearly $16 million with pro-
ceeds going back to the local com-
munity.

“Thereʼs no greater blessing
than to be here at the Night of
Smiles and help give away the

money raised to area agencies that
are going to help children in need
in our community,” Byrd said. “Al-
though demand for assistance will
always exceed our ability to assist,
weʼre so thankful to everyone who
has donated and volunteered
throughout the years to help us
raise nearly $16 million. We would
not be able to do this without your
love and support.”

The 2019 Jeff Byrd Grant also
was awarded to Isaiah 117 House.
Presented in honor of the late gen-
eral manager of Bristol Motor
Speedway, the $50,000 award will
go towards the organizationʼs ef-
forts to build a home that will pro-
vide a safe and stable nurturing
environment for children during
traumatic times in their lives. The
effort to build the house came after
the Department of Child Services in
Sullivan County, Tenn. expressed
the immediate need of a home of
this nature in the area. The funds
will go toward capital to build the
house.

Night of Smiles is the culmina-
tion of a year of SCC fundraising
events, including numerous activi-
ties during NASCAR and NHRA
race weekends and The Pinnacle
Speedway in Lights, which opens
for its 23rd season on Friday, Nov.
15 at 6 p.m.

Organizations that received
funding from Bristol Motor Speed-
wayʼs Chapter of Speedway Chil-
drenʼs Charities includes Abuse
Alternatives, AdapToPlay, Ameri-
can Red Cross of Mountain Empire
Virginia, American Red Cross of
Northeast Tennessee, Appalachia
Service Project, Appalachian Liter-
acy Initiative, Arc of Washington
Co., Assistance and Resource Min-
istry (ARM), Barter Foundation,
Bethany Christian Services, Big
Brothers/ Big Sisters of East Ten-
nessee, Boys and Girls Club of
Central Appalachia, Boys and Girls
Club of Elizabethton/Carter Co.,
Boys and Girls Club of Greater
Kingsport, Boys and Girls Club of
Greenville & Greene County, Boys
and Girls Club of Johnson
City/Washington County, Boys and
Girls Club of Morristown, Boys and
Girls Club of the Mountain Empire,
Bread of Life Children's Ministry,
Bristol Emergency Food Pantry,
Bristol Faith In Action, Bristol Re-
gional Speech and Hearing, Camp
ACC, Cap the Gap for Foster Care,
Cap the Gap for Foster Care-
Carter Johnson and Unicoi, Carter
County Foster Care, Carter Co.
Imagination Library, CASA for Kids,
CASA of Northeast Tennessee,
CARE Center, Children's Advocacy
Center of the 1st Judicial District,

Children's Advocacy Center of
Highlands Community Services,
Children's Advocacy Center of Sul-
livan Co., Child Advocacy Center of
the 3rd Judicial District, Children
Exceeding Expectations School
JLK, Christmas Box of Northeast
Tennessee, Coalition for Kids,
Communities In Schools of South-
west Virginia, Community Help
Center of Northeast Tennessee,
Crossroads Medical Mission,
Crumley House Brain Injury Rehab
Center, East TN Christian Home
and Academy, Family Crisis Sup-
port Services, Feeding America
Southwest Virginia, First Book-
Greater Kingsport, FRIENDS, Gifts
for Kids, Girls Incorporated of Bris-
tol, Girls Incorporated of Johnson
City/Washington County, Girls In-
corporated of Kingsport, Girls on
the Run of NE. Tennessee, Good
Samaritan Ministries, Greater
Kingsport Family YMCA, Greene
County Imagination Library, Hands
On!  Discovery Center, Hawkins
County Imagination Library Foun-
dation, Healing Hands Health Cen-
ter, Holston Habitat for Humanity,
Holston United Methodist Home for
Children, Hope House, Hope
House of Scott Co., Imagination Li-
brary of Bristol VA, Imagination Li-
brary of Russell County, Isaiah 117
House, Jeremiah School, Jericho
Shriners, Literacy Council of
Kingsport, Lonesome Pine Office
on Youth, LXI, Marine Toys For
Tots, McClure River Valley Com-
munity Center, Mountain Kids Inc,
Mountain Region Speech and
Hearing Center, Niswonger Chil-
dren's Hospital -- Mountain
States/Ballad Health , Of One Ac-
cord Ministry, One Acre Café,
Reading Buddies, Ridin' High Ther-
apeutic Horse Program, Rise Up!,
River's Way Outdoor Adventure
Center, Santa Pal, Second Harvest
Food Bank of Northeast TN, Shep-
ard's Inn, Small Miracles Thera-
peutic Equestrian Center, Southern
Appalachian Ronald McDonald
House, Southwest VA CAC - Moun-
tain Empire Older Citizens, St. An-
thony Bread Food Pantry, Sullivan
County Imagination Library, Sulli-
van County Scottish Rite Founda-
tion, Sullivan Co. Sheriff's Office
Auxiliary, TASK: Taking Action for
Special Kids, TLC Community Cen-
ter, Town Square Inc. Food Min-
istries, Unicoi County Family
YMCA, United Way of Southwest
Virginia, United Way of Washington
County, Waiting to Hear, Washing-
ton County Friends of Santa,
Young Life Bristol, Young Life
Kingsport, Young Life Upper East
Tennessee, YMCA of Bristol,
YWCA NETN and SWVA.
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Carteret County
Speedway

PELETIER, NC - A
wet weather forecast
for the upcoming
weekend has
prompted the Carolina
Mini-Stock Challenge
and Bobby Watsonʼs
Carteret County
Speedway to post-
pone the 4-Cylinder
Nationals, which was
originally scheduled
for this past weekend.

Drivers from as far
north as New Hamp-
shire had pre-regis-

tered to compete in the race.  With
a 70 percent chance of rain in the
forecast for Saturday and Sunday,
on top of already saturated
grounds, Carolina Mini-Stock Chal-
lenge president Travis Provost and
Carteret County Speedway owner
Bob Lowery both agreed to cancel
the race.

A make-up date will be an-
nounced by the Carolina Mini-
Stock Challenge later.

Hickory Motor Speedway
NEWTON, NC - Hickory Motor

Speedway has just released their
schedule for the 2020 race season,
and it is packed full of excitement.
The Historic Race Track will open
up their 70th season of racing on
March 7th, 2020 with our season
opening blowout event, and the
track will once again be headlined
each week with the NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series Late Mod-
els. 

Paramount Auto Group will re-
turn as the title sponsor for the
Paramount Auto Group Limited
Late Models and Paramount KIA
will return for the popular Para-
mount KIA "Big 10" Racing Chal-
lenge, which provides 10 races with
feature events that provide addi-
tional purse money and a champi-
onship of its own.  

Hickory Motor Speedway will
continue promoting events for the
Paramount Auto Group Limited
Late Models, Street Stocks, Car-
olina Custom Golf Cart Super
Trucks, 4-Cylinders, Renegades
and the Hickory Vintage Racing
Series during their weekly events,
with an added division for 6 events
with the Carolina Pro- Late Model
Series. 

The PASS Super Late Models
will return to Americaʼs Most Fa-
mous Short Track in 2020, includ-
ing the Easter Bunny 150 on April
11th, 2020.

The track will play host to the

Cars Racing Tour again in 2020
with two dates. The Cars Racing
Tour has had a long history at The
Birthplace of the NASCAR Stars
and will return on March 21st and
Aug, 1st for the popular Throwback
Series event.

The Knights of Destruction will
return with two events beginning on
May 30th and is sure to deliver ex-
citement and thrills for all that at-
tend. This event provides a fun
filled night of special racing includ-
ing a school bus race, skid plate
race, chain race, and much more.
The second event will be Oct. 3rd
and will prove to be just as exciting.

The newly formed FASS Big Rig
Series will be making an appear-
ance on May 2nd with Semi-Truck
racing returning to Hickory Motor
Speedway. 

Also on tap will be one event for
the popular Southern Modified Se-
ries on Sept. 26th. The Southern
Modified Series has provided some
great racing for their events with
multiple Modified stars in atten-
dance.

The season will also include the
running of the Paramount Auto
Group Bobby Isaac Memorial race
on  Saturday, September 5th  of the
Labor Day weekend, a very special
tradition at the legendary track,
honoring the late Bobby Isaac. The
Calico Coatings Fall Brawl will be
held on October 17th which is a
200-lap feature special event for
the NASCAR Whelen All-American
Series Late Models, 100-lap Para-
mount Auto Group Limited Late
Model, and more. 

The SunDown Audio Competi-
tion will return on Aug. 15th featur-
ing elaborate car stereos from
around the United States. 

There are still a few dates to be
secured and some to be an-
nounced later, but several of our
sponsors have already secured
their dates for 2020 at The Birth-
place of the NASCAR Stars. This is
a tentative schedule and could be
subject to minimal changes.

NASCAR events ($12.50 for
adults, $10.50 for seniors and
teens, with kids 12 and under free). 

Hickory Motor Speedway has
been voted the Finest Sports
Venue in Hickory Daily Records
Best of Catawba Valley for 2017
and 2018.

Hickory Motor Speedway will re-
main open for testing throughout
the off season.

Tires and fuel will be available at
the track

Hickory Motor Speedway man-
agement will continue to work hard
for the sponsors, fans, and com-
petitors, to provide a level field of

competition and great entertain-
ment in a family oriented atmos-
phere. We look forward to seeing
you at the track in 2020. 

For more information please visit
our website at www.hickorymotor-
speedway.com of Facebook. You
can reach us at 828-464-3655
Mon through Fri 9-5.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Motor Speedway wel-
comed a guest list of nearly 450
people consisting of teams, drivers,
sponsors, and employees this past
Friday night, November 15 at Ma-
neelyʼs in South Windsor to offi-
cially honor Ronnie Williams, Tom
Fearn, Teddy Hodgdon, Jeremy
Lavoie, and Zack Robinson as the
2019 Stafford Motor Speedway
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries track champions.

With Stafford Motor Speedway
broadcasters Ben Dodge and Matt
Buckler serving as the Masters of
Ceremony, the 50th annual Stafford
Motor Speedway NASCAR Cham-
pions Awards Ceremony recog-
nized the top-10 points finishers
from the SK Modified®, Late
Model, SK Light, Limited Late
Model, and Street Stock divisions
as well as honoring the track cham-
pions.  Special awards that were
presented during the eveningʼs fes-
tivities were Most Popular Driver
Awards, NAPA Auto Parts Parts
Rookie of the Year, R.A.D. Automa-
chine Rookie of the Year, and the
UNOH Youth Achievement Award.
Meghan Fuller was recognized as
the winner of the RSMPCO.com
Street Stock Triple Crown and
NAPA Auto Parts was recognized
for their fund raising efforts for the
Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund.

Ronnie Williams and the #50
Lesʼs Auto Center / Empower Fi-
nancial team had a rough start to
defending their SK Modified® track
championship.  Williams and the
#50 team endured a wreck in the
season opening NAPA Spring Siz-
zler® feature event and a faulty
transmission in the May 31 feature
event left them nearly 80 points out
of the lead after only one month of
racing.  Williams and the #50 team
began to pick up steam with their
second consecutive victory in the
NAPA SK 5k on June 28 and from
there they recorded 9 podium fin-
ishes in the final 12 races of the
season.  Williamsʼ late season
charge saw him enter the NAPA
Fall Final with a 6 point lead over
Todd Owen, meaning that if he fin-
ished fourth or better, he would be
champion no matter where Owen
finished.  Owen went on to win the

Fall Final while Williams struggled
to crack the top-4 for much of the
40-lap race, but he managed to
take fourth place with 3 laps to go
and he finished fourth to claim the
championship via a tiebreaker with
Owen as Williams had 5 wins to
Owenʼs 4.  For the season,
Williams and the #50 team scored
5 wins, 13 top-5 and 18 top-10 fin-
ishes.  Williams enters the 2020
season looking to become the first
driver to win 3 consecutive champi-
onships in Staffordʼs SK Modified®
history, dating back to 1982. 

The 2019 Late Model season at
Stafford saw Tom Fearn and the
#92 King Ward Coach Lines team
continue their recent run of consis-
tent dominance.  Fearn scored 8
wins, 17 top-5 and 19 top-10 fin-
ishes while also completing 100%
of the laps run this season in the
Late Model division.  Of Fearnʼs 17
top-5 finishes, 14 were podium ef-
forts and his 8 wins moved his total
to 30 Late Model feature wins since
the beginning of the 2016 season.
Fearn will look to join Phil Rondeau
(ʼ87-ʼ89) and Ryan Posocco (ʼ03-
ʼ05) as the only drivers to win 3
consecutive Late Model champi-
onships.

The race for the 2019 SK Light
championship was a season filled
with peaks and valleys for Teddy
Hodgdon and the #55 Montanari
Fuel team.  Hodgdon was in control
of the points race for much of the
year but several stumbles in the lat-
ter stages of the season saw Hodg-
don and rookie Steven Chapman
swapping the point lead back and
forth between themselves.  Hodg-
don and the #55 team were able to
put together a storybook ending to
their 2019 season with wins in the
final 2 races of the season, but dis-
aster nearly struck Hodgdon in the
NAPA Fall Final.  Hodgdon re-
ceived damage to his left front after
Bob Charland spun out directly in
front of him and then Hodgdon lost
the clutch in his #55 team, mean-
ing he had to navigate the final 3
restarts of the race with nothing but
high gear.  For the season, Hodg-
don and the #55 team notched 5
wins, 12 top-5 and 15 top-10 fin-
ishes.

After a dominant run to the 2018
Limited Late Model championship,
Jeremy Lavoie had anything but a
dominant run in 2019 on his way to
a second consecutive track title.
Lavoie and the #6 L & S Equipment
team opened the season with a win
on May 4 but with Matt Clement
racking up 7 wins in 2019, Lavoie
only found himself leading the
standings for 3 weeks during the

(Continued on Next Page…)
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summer months.
Lavoie took control of
the championship race
following the August
23 feature event and
he closed out the sea-
son with 7 consecutive
podium finishes to
take his 2nd consecu-
tive championship by a
scant 4 point margin
over Clement.  For the
season, Lavoie posted
5 wins, 19 top-5 and
20 top-10 finishes and
he will now look to be-
come the first driver to

win 3 consecutive Limited Late
Model championships after joining
Duane Provost as the only drivers
to go back to back.

Coming into the 2019 season,
Zack Robinson wasnʼt sure how his
season would play out after getting
a call during the off-season to drive
the #89 First Class Automotive,
LLC. car owned by Bill Anderson.
Robinson and the #89 team quickly

put any doubts about being a new
combination to rest by winning 3 of
the first 7 races.  Robinson and the
#89 team were a model of consis-
tency throughout the 2019 season
as an 18th place finish on May 11
was the only race all year long that
saw Robinson finish lower than
7th.  For the season, Robinson
posted 5 wins, 16 top-5 and 19 top-
10 finishes.  Robinson currently
doesnʼt have his 2020 plans set in
stone yet so stay tuned to see if he
will return to the Street Stock divi-
sion to defend his title or make a
move up the ladder into a higher di-
vision at Stafford.

The NAPA Auto Parts Rookie of
the Year awards were presented to
Andrew Molleur from the SK Modi-
fied® division and Ryan Fearn from
the Late Model division.  Taking
home R.A.D. Auto Machine Rookie
of the Year honors were Steven
Chapman in the SK Light division,
Kevin Crosby in the Limited Late
Model division, and Adrien Paradis,
III in the Street Stock division.  The
NAPA Auto Parts rookie awards will
be worth a $1,000 bonus to Molleur

and Fearn, with Chapman, Crosby,
and Paradis each winning a $500
bonus from R.A.D. Automachine
that will be paid out in $100.00
weekly increments to each driver
as they attend 2020 events.

The winners of the Most Popular
Driver Awards were Keith Rocco in
the SK Modified® division, Tom
Fearn in the Late Model division,
Sami Anderson from the SK Light
division, Alexandra Fearn from the
Limited Late Model division, and
Meghan Fuller in the Street Stock
division.  The Most Popular Driver
Awards are voted on by the fans
who attend Stafford Motor Speed-
way  events, fill out the ballots
found in the trackʼs PitStopper
combined with an online vote.

The UNOH Youth Achievement
award was won by Street Stock
driver George Bessette, Jr.  The
UNOH Youth Achievement Award
is a program that is open to all driv-
ers at Stafford between the ages of
14-17.  Bessette was the eligible
driver from Stafford who scored the
most track points from his best 14
finishes this season and he will

take home a $500 cash award from
UNOH as well as a $500 scholar-
ship award from UNOH.  

New for the 2019 season was
the RSMPCO.com Street Stock
Triple Crown.  The RSMPCO.com
Triple Crown awarded $4,500 in
bonus money to the top-10 finish-
ers with Meghan Fuller taking
home the winnerʼs share of $1,000.

Also recognized on stage was
NAPA Auto Partsʼ fundraising ef-
forts consisting of a track walk held
in July, tee shirt sales at the NAPA
Spring Sizzler, NAPA SK 5k, NAPA
Fall Final, and throughout the 2019
season.  Along with Advanced Mo-
bile Cleaning placing the winning
bid of $750 for the Welcome to the
Show Banner, over $7,500 will be
donated to the Intrepid Fallen He-
roes Fund.  This brings the 5-year
fund raising total for the Intrepid
Fallen Heroes Fund to over
$42,000. 

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.
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