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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Kyle
Larson had a new
level of maturity and
confidence when he
walked into the Day-
tona 500 Club Thurs-
day for NASCARʼs
annual media day.

Everything around
him made a little
more sense. More
importantly, he felt
like he belonged

there, standing under the white-hot
spotlight with other stock-car stars.

The driver who gained immedi-
ate notoriety in 2013 when parts
from his crashing car landed in the
grandstands on the final lap of the
Xfinity (formerly Nationwide) Series
race at the Daytona International
Speedway, now is being hailed as
NASCARʼs next canʼt-miss super-
star.

Hundreds before him
were burdened by the
same prospects. All but a
handful failed.

Larson, however, al-
ready is ahead of sched-
ule in his young career.
He grew up racing sprint
cars in California. He was
discovered by former
sprint-car racers Tony
Stewart and Jeff Gordon.
Like Stewart and Gordon, Larson
has been quick to grasp stock cars.

His rookie season a year ago
that included eight top-five finishes
and 17 top-10s gave certainly sets
the stage for future success, espe-
cially to those who see a similarity
between the 22-year-old driver and
a young Gordon.

“I donʼt pay much attention to
that. I donʼt brag about or anything.
I hear it, I move on and I go race,”
Larson said. “I hope Iʼm the next
big thing. Weʼll just have to wait and
see, I guess. Iʼm sure there are a
lot of other ʻnext big thingsʼ coming
up. I hope I can stand out as that
guy.”

Teammate Jamie McMurray be-
lieves heʼs already exceeding most
expectations.

“I think for sure Kyle is going to
make it,” he said. “Heʼs so fortunate
to come along in our organization
at the time he did. One or two years
prior to that, it would have been a
different season. The cars just
werenʼt at the level they needed to
be at.

“He came along at the right time.

Heʼs super-talented. I donʼt see
how he can do anything but be suc-
cessful.”

Larsonʼs first Sprint Cup season
also include a pole position, 54 laps
led and an average finish of 15.7.

Gordonʼs rookie season in 1993
featured seven top-fives, 11 top-
10s, a pole, 230 laps led and an av-
erage finish of 17.7.

“Good rookie year, I guess,” Lar-
son said. “I didnʼt know it was as
good as some people have said. I
didnʼt think it was so great.”

But it was enough for Larson not
to feel so overwhelmed Thursday.
And a victory with McMurray and
Ganassiʼs IndyCar drivers Scott
Dixon and Tony Kanaan in last
monthʼs Rolex 24 Hours of Day-
tona elevated the young driver with
only two years of stock car experi-
ence to a higher level.

Larson raced in the sports car
marathon in 2014 and hated the

experience. Now he canʼt
wait to do it again.
“I think just having that a

year's worth of experience,
though, last year, I was way
more comfortable with
everything, familiar with the
cockpits now, and the con-
trols and all that, and un-
derstand how the tires
need to get up to tempera-
ture to have grip and all

that,” Larson said. “I learned a lot
last year by struggling that helped
me out for this year. I can't wait for
next year, and hopefully Chip will
invite me to run again.”

Larsonʼs dramatic improvement
has convinced Ganassi and co-
owner Felix Sabates bigger things
are coming. And they believe itʼs
coming this year.

“We all would like him to become
a man who wins races and wins
championships,” Ganassi said.
“Thatʼs easy to say. Itʼs just as im-
portant each step he takes, he
takes solid steps. We have our
goals for this year.”

Sabates said those goals in-
clude both drivers winning races
and qualifying for the Chase for the
Championship.

“No, I wasnʼt surprised because
that is our expectations for sure. I
think that is Chip Ganassiʼs expec-
tation every year,” Larson said. “I
feel like me and Jamie both expect
that our cars are going to be really
fast this year.

“Last year we were both fast
enough to deserve to be in the

Chase. We just didnʼt do the right
things during the season to put our-
selves in position to make the
Chase. 

“I felt like in the Cup series last
year, I did a good job of finding that
edge and not really jumping it.”

Larson is more at ease ap-
proaching his sophomore season
in Sprint Cup. Heʼs learned from his
rookie mistakes and already feels
like a veteran for the upcoming
season.

Just like everyone expected.
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Kyle Larson:

Getting Comfortable

Kyle Larson fields questions from the media during Daytona

Speedweeks Media Day this past week. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP

photo)

FasTrack Racing Journal is now available as an
online e-magazine!!

We are pleased to announce some big and exciting changes.
FasTrack will now be available online only. We will still be covering
all the racing series, off track news and other features that you
have grown to love. With this change we can bring you all the news
in a weekly format throughout the racing season. All you have to do
to continue receiving FasTrack Racing Journal Online for FREE is
to send your email address to fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the
subject line SUBSCRIPTION.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
NASCAR Sprint Cup 3&4 World of Outlaws Sprints 8 & 9

NASCAR Touring 5 World of Outlaws LM 10-13

ARCA Racing 6 OFFTRACK 14

ONTRACK 7 Lucas Oil LM Dirt Series 15-19

SHORTRACK 21-23
ON THE COVER:
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NSCS QUALIFYING - JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Qualify-
ing for the DAYTONA
500 this year was for
the first time a group
effort, but it produced
a singular result on
Sunday that immedi-
ately found a special
place in the eventʼs
hallowed history.

When the DAY-
TONA 500 debut of
NASCARʼs tourna-
ment-style “knockout”
qualifying was com-

plete, Jeff Gordon – starting his
final fulltime NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series season and running his final
DAYTONA 500 – emerged as the
polesitter for next weekʼs (Sunday,
Feb. 22) 57th running of the “Great
American Race” at Daytona Inter-
national Speedway. Gordon won
the third and final round of qualify-
ing with a fast lap of 201.293 mph.
Itʼs the first 200-mph pole speed for
the race since Bill Elliott rocketed to

210.364 in 1987.
Gordon, driving the No. 24 Drive

to End Hunger Chevrolet, assured
himself a spot in the field as did the
second-fastest (201.135) qualifier
in the final round, two-time race
champion Jimmie Johnson in the
No. 48 Loweʼs Chevrolet. 

“This is definitely huge for many
reasons,” Gordon said, starting
with his teamʼs mastery of the
knockout qualifying format that he
called crazy, chaotic – and strate-

gic. “And then you add in that itʼs
the DAYTONA 500 … the emotion
of the announcement I made to
start the season … this is my last
DAYTONA 500.”

This is arguably the most elite
front row in race history. Gordon
and Johnson have 10 NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series championships
between them (Gordon four, John-
son six) and five DAYTONA 500
championships (Gordon three,
Johnson two).

The top two qualifiers are locked
into the event and will start from the
pole in the two 150-mile Budweiser
Duel At Daytona races on Thursday
night – Gordon in the first qualify-

ing race, Johnson in the second.
The Budweiser Duel races will es-
tablish positions 3-32 in the DAY-
TONA 500 starting grid. Positions
33-36 go to the four fastest drivers
from qualifying who havenʼt made
the field via their Budweiser Duel
efforts, which also secures Carl Ed-
wards a starting spot. Since Ed-
wards is making his debut with a
new team at Joe Gibbs Racing,
there are no 2014 car owner points
to fall back on, the criteria to fill po-
sitions 37-42 for the DAYTONA
500. If Edwards hadnʼt qualified
well, he wouldʼve been forced to
rely on his Budweiser Duel-race fin-
ish to make the field.
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Before the offical photos are taken, the Daytona 500 pole sitter, Jeff Gordon (left) talks with teammate

and outside pole sitter, Jimmie Johnson. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo)

Knockout qualifying was not

too popular with many drivers.

Reed Sorenson, (44) and Clint

Bowyer (55), Bobby Labonte

(32) and JJ Yeley (23) are in-

volved in an on track incident

during qualifying for the Day-

tona 500. (MATT SULLIVAN

/GETTY IMAGES photo)



By REID SPENCER

D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Matt
Kenseth did what he
couldnʼt do all of last
year — win a race.

And Martin Truex
Jr., runner-up in Satur-
day nightʼs 75-lap
Sprint Unlimited exhi-
bition race at Daytona
International Speed-

way, did what he could do only
once in 2014 — lead a lap. 

Coming to the finish line on the
last lap, Kenseth blocked Truexʼs
move off Turn 4 and crossed the
finish line in his No. 20 Joe Gibbs
Racing Toyota .219 seconds ahead
of Truex, who led four times for 28
laps after leading just one lap in the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series all of
last season.

The victory was Kensethʼs first in
the non-points race, but it was the
second straight win for Joe Gibbs
Racing.

With only 12 of the 25 cars that
started the race running at the fin-
ish, Carl Edwards came home third
in his first run in a JGR Toyota, fol-
lowed by Casey Mears and Kyle
Larson. Joey Logano was sixth, but
a last-lap altercation with reigning
series champion Kevin Harvick
(11th Saturday), left those two driv-
ers jawing at each other after the
finish.

Logano was pushing Harvick
after the final restart with four laps
left, and Harvick felt the No. 22
Ford ran him up into the outside
wall. 

Kenseth was worried when he
saw Truex back out of the throttle
on the final lap.

"At the end there, Martin did an
excellent job," Kenseth said. "He

backed off me so far. I saw him let-
ting off the gas before we got to
Turn 1, and I was like ʻAh, this isnʼt
good.ʼ...

"I just decided I was going to
keep going. He got a big run at me,
but we just had enough speed that,
as he starting getting closer to me,
we started building a little bit of
RPM, and I was able to make sure
that my car stayed in front of his car
and was able to hold on."

Truex didnʼt get the help he
needed from Edwards, who joined
JGR during the offseason. But
Truex was elated with the speed in
his car after a very disappointing
first year in the No. 78 Furniture
Row Chevrolet in 2014. 

"I had more fun in the car tonight
than Iʼve had since 2013," said

Truex, who raced for the first time
with former team engineer Cole
Pearn as his crew chief. "I only
made one mistake tonight — and
that was giving up the lead with
handful of laps to go (Truex led for
the last time on Lap 55). Thatʼs
what cost us the race."

A five-car incident that KOʼd the
No. 2 Team Penske Ford of Brad
Keselowski on Lap 22 was merely
a prelude to the main event, a 14-
car wreck on Lap 45 that erupted
when the field accordioned out of
Turn 4 and Greg Biffle tapped
Jamie McMurrayʼs bumper and
sent the No. 1 Chip Ganassi Rac-

ing Chevrolet out of control. 
Severely damaged in the acci-

dent that red-flagged the race for
15 minutes were the cars of Mc-
Murray, polesitter Paul Menard,
Jimmie Johnson, defending race
winner Denny Hamlin, Kasey
Kahne and Clint Bowyer.

Hamlinʼs No. 11 Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing Toyota took a ride through the
tri-oval grass.

"It was a matter of time that we
were going to wreck," Hamlin said.
"We were side-drafting so aggres-
sively from the first lap of the
race… We were trying to get to
front and protect our track position,
because we knew this was coming.
I just couldnʼt get there quick
enough.

"When you hit the grass now, itʼs
death. It tore the front end of the
car off."

Subsequent wrecks eliminated
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. and Austin Dil-
lon (Lap 62), as well as Tony Stew-

art, Kurt Busch and Biffle (Lap 68).
The latter incident brought out the
second red flag of the night, for 5
minutes 18 seconds.

"You can tell weʼve been cooped
up all winter long and weʼre ready
to go," Stenhouse said ruefully.

NOTE: The first caution of the
race produced the first use of
NASCARʼs new pit road technol-
ogy. Cameras flagged infractions
by McMurrayʼs crew (over the wall
too soon) and driver Ryan Newman
(passing through too many pit
boxes), and officials on computer
monitors in a NASCAR trailer con-
firmed the violations.
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in Spirited Sprint Unlimited

Matt Kenseth is all smiles after winning his first Sprint Unlimited

race at Daytona International Speedway, (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP

photo)

Brad Keselowski (2) was the first car taken out because of a crash

early in the race. Austin Dillon (3) got his car back in the race only

to be involved in another crash fest on lap 62. (RUSSELL

LABOUNTY/NKP photo)

The “Big One” that red-flagged the race happened on lap 45 and

took out several competitors including defending Sprint Unlimited

race winner Denny Hamlin (11).  (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)



NEW SMYRNA,
FL - Offseason did
nothing to slow down
Austin Hill.

The 20-year-old
picked up right where
he left off last year in
the NASCAR K&N
Pro Series East,
leading every lap
Saturday in winning
the Hart To Heart 150
Breast Cancer Foun-
dation 150 at New

Smyrna Speedway.
Hill finished 2014 with back-to-

back wins at Greenville (South Car-
olina) Pickens Speedway and
Dover International Speedway. And
he kicked off his pursuit of a
NASCAR championship with a
dominating performance on the
.48-mile high-banked oval just
south of the "World Center of Rac-
ing," Daytona International Speed-
way.

The NASCAR Next driver won
his first career 21 Means 21 Pole
Award and then survived a chal-
lenge on a green-white-checkered
from rookie Dalton Sargeant to
earn the win. The race ended
under a yellow-checkered following
an accident on the white-flag lap.

Sargeant, making his first series
start, settled for second. Gray
Gaulding was third, followed by
Kyle Benjamin. Sargeant and Ben-
jamin, as well as sixth-place Dillon
Bassett and seventh-place William
Byron are Sunoco Rookie of the

Year contenders.
Nick Drake, Sergio Pena and

Kenzie Ruston rounded out the top
10.

It was the fourth career win for
Hill, who also won at Dover in
2013.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
East will return to the track at
Greenville on April 4.

The Hart To Heart Breast Can-
cer Foundation 150 will air on
NBCSN on Thursday, Feb. 19 at
10:30 p.m. ET.

NASCAR, NBCSN

Reveal 2015 Regional

Touring Series

Broadcast Schedule
DAYTONA BEACH, FL -

NASCAR and NBC Sports Group
announced today an unprece-
dented broadcast line-up of
NASCARʼs popular regional touring
series, with a 39-race telecast
schedule for racingʼs premiere
grassroots series as their landmark
partnership begins this season.

NBCSNʼs slate features all 25
K&N Pro Series races between the
top developmental series, the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East and
NASCAR K&N Pro Series West.
The coming season will also see
triple the television exposure from
previous years for the stars and
cars of the exciting Whelen Modi-
fied Tours, NASCARʻs only open-
wheeled division, which competes

at historic short tracks from New
Hampshire to North Carolina. A
total of 14 NASCAR Whelen Modi-
fied Tour and NASCAR Whelen
Southern Modified Tour events are
included on this seasonʼs schedule.

“This represents a big step for-
ward for all four of our U.S. tours
and reinforces NBC Sports Groupʼs
commitment to these important
NASCAR developmental series,”
said George Silbermann, NASCAR
vice president for regional and tour-
ing series.

“Weʼre excited to begin our part-
nershipʼs racing coverage with the
up and coming stars of NASCAR,”
said Mike Perman, Vice President
of Programming, NBC Sports
Group.   “NASCARʼs Regional
Touring Series gives NBCSN a
great way to kick off our racing ac-
tion and compelling stories that will
unfold throughout the year.”      

NBCSNʼs inaugural touring se-
ries event is the NASCAR K&N Pro
Series East season-opener at
famed Florida short-track New
Smyrna Speedway. The New
Smyrna 150 will be contested on
Feb. 15 and will air four days later
on Feb. 19 on NBCSN.

All 39 races are scheduled to be
presented by NBCSN in one-hour
shows the week following the
event.

NASCAR also announced that
the K&N Pro Series East event at
Richmond International Raceway,
originally scheduled for Apr. 24, has
been moved to the fall NASCAR
weekend at “Americaʼs Premier
Short Track” and will open the
weekend racing schedule on
Thursday, Sep. 10. The race will air
on NBCSN on Sept. 16.   

“Working with our partners at the
track and competition officials, we
determined that moving the K&N
Pro Series East event at Richmond
to the fall date made sense for
everyone involved,” Silbermann
said. “This fills what was previously
a month-long gap before the series
finale, something I know the com-
petitors will appreciate.”
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to New Smyrna Victory

Austin Hill celebrates in Victory Lane for the third NASCAR K&N Pro Series East race in a row follow-

ing his win Saturday at New Smyrna (Fla.) Speedway. (Getty Images for NASCAR)



DAYTONA BEACH,
FL - Grant Enfinger is
getting used to going
to victory lane. So is
the No. 23 car.

Enfinger won the
Lucas Oil 200 pre-
sented by AutoZone,
grabbing the lead on
lap 53 and staying in
front until the check-
ered flag fell at lap
80. It was Enfingerʼs
ninth career ARCA

Racing Series presented by
Menards win and second straight at
Daytona International Speedway.

“This is an incredible feeling,”
Enfinger said after pulling into vic-
tory lane with the No. 23 Alamo
Rent-A-Car Chevrolet. Itʼs the sec-
ond straight win for GMS Racing
and the No. 23, which went to vic-
tory lane in ARCAʼs final 2014 race
with Spencer Gallagher. “It was
definitely a nail-biter from my seat.
I know it was an incredible race.”

Three Venturini Motorsports
drivers finished in the top five. One
of them, Daniel Suarez, finished
second in the No. 15 Arris Toyota.
The others were fourth place fin-
isher Cody Coughlin in the No. 55
JEGS Toyota and Frank Kimmel
fifth in the No. 25 Ansell-Menards
Toyota. Brett Hudson earned a top-
five, finishing third in his No. 09
Dodge.

Suarez, who will be racing full-
time in the NASCAR Xfinity Series
in 2015, said he spent some time
earlier in the week thinking about
where he wanted to be late in the
race in order to get to the front; it
just didnʼt work out.

“I didnʼt have enough speed or I
didnʼt have enough help from be-
hind,” Suarez said. “It was a strong
run for the first time in 2015 with
Arris and Venturini and Gibbs and
Toyota. Everybody is doing a good
job.”

Hudson, from Owensboro, Ky.,
finished a career-best third after
starting fourth in a career-best
weekend for him.

“Luckily I got hooked up with
Frank (Kimmel) in practice which
got me a good time and got me in
the fastest group for qualifying,”
Hudson said. “I got rolling and put
up a good lap. In the race I was just
trying to keep my position. I tried to
stay in line at the end and maybe
they would get to racing and maybe
I would have a chance to sneak
by.”

Defending series champion
Mason Mitchell finished sixth in his
No. 78 Mason Mitchell Motorsports
Ford Fusion.  Mitchell started 23rd.

Matt Kurzejewski was seventh in
the Lexington Inn & Suites Daytona
Beach Chevrolet with Scott Shel-
don eighth in the No. 20 Allegiant
Travel Chevrolet. Josh Williams
was ninth in the No. 6 Southwest
Florida Cable Construction-Go
Puck Ford and Will Kimmel com-
pleted the top-10 in his No. 69
Vogtland Springs-AmericanMus-
cle.com-Accel Ford.

Menards Pole Award presented
by Ansell winner Mark Thompson
finished 14th in the No. 11 Phoenix
Air Toyota.

Twenty-seven cars finished on
the lead lap. There were three cau-
tions for 23 laps, the last coming
when the cars of Leilani Munter,
Bobby Gerhart and Buster Graham
were caught up in an accident. Dur-
ing that caution the No. 1 car of J.J.
Pack caught fire, forcing him to
stop his car and exit.  There were
no injuries.

The race took one hour, thirty
minutes and 25 seconds to com-
plete for an average speed of
132.719 mph.

Coughlin led the first eight laps
and made an impressive save late
in the race when his car got side-
ways in the draft.

“We had a lot of fun,” the 19-
year-old Joe Gibbs development
driver said. “To be able to come out
of here with a top five finish is cool.
We were up front all day long. We

had a wicked-fast Toyota.”
Frank Kimmel led 27 laps, Ger-

hart led three laps and Sheldon led
laps 47 to 52. Enfinger, who led
seven laps earlier in the race, led
from lap 53 until the checkered flag.

Enfinger started 2014 with a win
at Daytona. He would go on to win
two more consecutive races to start
the season and six before it was
over. He was second in the final
point standings.

“Everyone at GMS Racing has
really stepped up their game,” En-
finger said. “Itʼs a pretty exciting
feeling to be working with people
like that. We have good things hap-
pening. This is an incredible oppor-
tunity and we have incredible
equipment.”

Enfinger spent those last few
laps – after the restart with 15 laps
to go – with Suarez in his mirror. He
said he drove most of the remain-
ing laps checking the mirrors.

“I was very, very worried,” Enfin-
ger said. “The 15 (Suarez) car was

really good. Frank (Kimmel) had an
incredible car. I feel like he was
maybe equal or a little stronger
than us. I was afraid they were
going to gang up on us. But luckily
we were able to get them a little bit
separated and I was able to block
them. The 15 did an incredible job.
He could have passed us, but I was
pretty hungry to keep him behind
us until the end.”

Enfingerʼs No. 23 Alamo
Chevrolet was hugging the bottom
during the closing laps.

“I felt like I needed to block the
top but I didnʼt feel like I needed to
race at the top,” Enfinger said. “We
got the lead when the 20 car, my
teammate Scott Sheldon, he
pushed us to the lead on the top.
There was a lot of that.”

The Fairhope, Ala. driver is ex-
pected to race a full season with
GMS Racing.

“ARCA deserves a lot of credit,”
Enfinger said about the new ARCA
Ilmor 396 engine package that he
and 25 other cars had this week at
Daytona. “I think the racing was
better. I canʼt remember a Daytona
this exciting where there was two-
and three-wide racing for the lead.
There was two lines moving at all
times.”

Saturdayʼs Lucas Oil 200 pre-
sented by Auto Zone will be re-
broadcast three times this week.
The race will air on FOX Sports 2
at 9 p.m. Tuesday and 10 a.m.
Wednesday and on FOX Sports 1
at 10 a.m. Thursday.

The ARCA Racing Series has a
bit of a break before its second
race of the season, which will be
March 14 at Mobile International
Speedway in Mobile, Ala.
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A Row at Daytona

During the Lucas Oil 200 at Daytona International Speedway, Grant

Enfinger (#23) passes the #20 of Scott Sheldon who finished

eighth. (ARCA Racing photo)

Grant Enfinger won his second

straight ARCA Racing Series race

at Daytona International Speed-

way. (ARCA Racing photo)



Martinsville

Speedway

MARTINSVILLE,
VA - Elijah Booher
and Dale Earnhardt
Jr. have something in
common: both are
Martinsville Speed-
way winners.

Earnhardt won the
Goody's® Headache
Relief Shot® 500 at
Martinsville Speed-
way last fall. Six-
year-old Elijah beat
out all his classmates
with an artistic ren-
dering of Martinsville
Speedway to win his

classʼ 100-days-of-school project
recently.

Elijah, who is from Bristol, Va.,
was in the grandstands with his
mother Amanda and his uncle An-
drew Hicks, when Earnhardt
scored his first Martinsville victory.
Although heʼs more of a Tony Stew-
art fan, the first grader was excited
by Dale Jr.ʼs win.

“He jumped up and down,” his
mom said.

So, when it came time to pick a
subject for his 100-days-of-school
assignment at Stonewall Jackson
Elementary School in Bristol, he
thought of that race and Mar-
tinsville Speedway. With a little help
from his mom and uncle, Elijah
went to work.

The first challenge was to figure
a way to portray “100” in the proj-
ect. Elijah decided to put 50 race
cars on the version of Martinsville
Speedway he had drawn. After he
had cut out the 50 cars and glued
them around the track and on pit
road, he added two black washers
to each car to serve as the tires.

That made an even 100 objects
to mark the 100 days.

His three-foot by two-foot draw-
ing of Martinsville Speedway is
very accurate, right down to the
grass in the turns and haulers in
the infield. If you look closely, you
will notice Kyle Buschʼs car stalled
on pit road with a tire off. It turns out
Elijah isnʼt a big Kyle Busch fan.

His final touch was to print ʻMar-
tinsvilleʼ in the middle of the infield.

“He wanted to make sure every-
one knew it was Martinsville,” his
mom said.

At just six years old, Elijah is a
racing veteran. Heʼs been to
weekly race tracks throughout the
region, including a couple of dirt
tracks. Thatʼs one of the reasons
he likes Martinsville so much.

He picked it for his project “be-
cause itʼs a short track,” Elijah said.
Other than Dale Jr. winning, his fa-

vorite part of race day was “a wreck
with Kevin Harvick and Matt
Kenseth” and his hero “Tony Stew-
art in first.”

Elijah has quite a Matchbox Car
collection totaling over 100 and
when he rolls them out for a race it
becomes a family affair.

“His sister Georgia Rose and I
have to sing the National Anthem
before the race,” said his mom,
who dreamed of being a race
broadcaster when she was young.
“And I have to call the race for him
like itʼs on the radio.”

While Elijah wonʼt be able to
make it to the STP 500 on March
29, heʼs already counting the days
until he returns to Martinsville in the
fall.

Advance ticket prices for the
STP 500 begin at just $45. Tickets
to the STP 500 on March 29, the
Kroger 250 on March 28 and the
Virginia Lottery Pole Day on March
27 can be purchased by calling
1.877.RACE.TIX. Tickets may also
be purchased online at www.mar-
tinsvillespeedway.com.

Eldora Speedway

ROSSBURG, OH - The re-
newals were strong for Eldoraʼs
“Big Four” races and fans can now
purchase tickets, suites and select
campsites for all 25 racing events
at the legendary half-mile dirt oval.
All orders can be placed at www.El-
doraSpeedway.com, by phone at
(937) 338-3815 or at the box office
at the race track.

Since early December, the tick-
eting department has been filling
orders for the time-honored major
events; 21st annual Dirt Late Model

Dream presented by Ferris Mowers
(June 4-5-6), 32nd annual Kings
Royal (July 17 and 18), 3rd Annual
1-800-Car-Cash Mud Summer
Classic for the NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series (July 22) and
45th annual World 100 (September
10-11-12) at a record pace. That
tempo will pick up starting at 10
a.m., on Monday, as tickets for the
balance of the highly-anticipated
season become available, with no
increase in pricing from 2014.

As always, online is the best and
easiest way to order tickets for all
events.

“The TicketForce system has
been in place for several years and
has demonstrated its ability to
process a huge volume of orders
simultaneously while being ex-
tremely user-friendly. We know that
some fans prefer to call in, so we
will have a full staff of agents in-
house and ready to answer the box
office hotline of (937) 338-3815 be-
ginning at 10 a.m. on Monday and
through our regular business
hours. Also the speedway box of-
fice will be open for walk-in orders.”

“Our renewals for our four Major
Events have been very strong,”
said Eldora General Manager
Roger Slack. “Now everyone can
order those tickets, but also for all
of our other special event week-
ends. From the May 8 and 9 World
of Outlaws and USAC National
Sprint “#LetsRaceTwo” Double-
header to our largest fireworks
shows in Eldora history at our Fam-
ily Fun Nights on May 16 and Au-
gust 16.  There really is something
for everyone.”

The complete schedule for El-

doraʼs 62nd consecutive season,
including ticket and campsite infor-
mation, is available at www.Eldo-
raSpeedway.com and can be
requested by phone at (937) 338-
3815. 

Fans can get behind-the-scenes
access of Eldora Speedway by fol-
lowing @EldoraSpeedway on Twit-
ter, hitting ʻLikeʼ at www.face
book.com/EldoraSpeedway and on
www.youtube.com/EldoraSpeed-
wayInc.

The Eldora Speedway app for
the iPhone, iPad and Android is
available for free download via
iTunes and Google Play.

Bristol Motor Speedway

BRISTOL, TN - Hot on the heels
of collecting their second Grammy,
Old Crow Medicine Show isnʼt
showing any signs of slowing
down. In fact, when Old Crow visits
Bristol Motor Speedway (BMS), the
Worldʼs Fastest Half-Mile, on April
19 for the AutoTrader Pre-Race
Concert, race fans at the Food City
500 will witness what some call the
greatest string band in the world
with punk-rock swagger and an old
school country sound.

The talented artists are best
known for “Wagon Wheel,” a co-
creation of sorts after a teenage
Ketch Secor of Old Crow Medicine
Show found a discarded song frag-
ment off an old Bob Dylan bootleg
recording.

“Old Crow Medicine Show puts
on one of the most electrifying per-
formances Iʼve ever seen,” said
Jerry Caldwell, general manager
for Bristol Motor Speedway.

Old Crow Medicine Showʼs lat-
est album, Remedy, features the
Tennessee state flag on the cover,
and won a Grammy at this yearʼs
annual award show.

“Weʼre looking forward to playing
our first concert at Bristol Motor
Speedway and being in Bristol
where country music was born,”
said Ketch Secor. “I suspect itʼs
going to feel almost like a home-
coming. I grew up in Virginia, lived
in Boone, North Carolina and now
call Tennessee home. It will be
great to see some old friends and
meet new ones.”

Tickets are currently available
for race weekend by calling (855)
580-5525 or visiting BristolTix.com.
While supplies last, Food City 500
ticket holders may add on a pre-
race SuperPass and be stage-side
(on the track) for the concert fea-
turing Old Crow Medicine Show.
The SuperPass also includes a
Track Walk and track access for
Bristolʼs wildly popular Food City
500 Driver Introductions.

On
Tr
ac
k

Elijah Booher displays his 100-days-of-school project in front of

Martinsville Speedway pace car. (Martinsville Speedway photo)



BARBERVILLE,
FL - Kasey Kahne
Racing with Mike Curb
capped off a stellar
2015 DIRTcar Nation-
als Sunday night with
a World of Outlaws
Sprint Car Series fea-
ture win, the team's

third of sprint week, and the cov-
eted 'Big Gator.'

Brad Sweet, the 2014 Kevin Go-
brecht Rookie of the Year, gave his
team its final feature win of sprint
week after battling Paul McMahan.

Sweet started the A-main in fifth
and quickly began his ascension
through the field. He drove his
Ollie's Bargain Outlet car to third
following the scrum on the first lap
and got past Kerry Madsen by lap
five to take over the second spot.
One lap later he was battling
McMahan for the lead.

As the two rounded turns three
and four on lap 7, Sweet took the
bottom line and passed McMahan
for the lead. The move was short-
lived though.

"I was a little mad at myself be-
cause I passed him and then I let
him pass me back," Sweet said.
"So I thought I gave it away be-
cause then I showed him the bot-
tom and he was able to kind of get
going."

McMahan retook the lead with
his CJB Motorsports car and began
working his way through lapped
traffic.

Farther back, Sweet's KKR
teammate Daryn Pittman was in
pursuit of Madsen and the third po-
sition. Pittman caught the No. 29
car on lap 10 and began the battle
for the spot. Pittman caught Mad-
sen off of turn four and the two
were side-by-side as they crossed
the start/finish line. The battle con-
tinued into the first turn with
Pittman taking over the third spot in
his Great Clips car. After another
lap of back-and-forth where Mad-
sen attempted to use a lapped car
as a pick, Pittman held him off and
secured the position.

McMahan attempted to extend
his lead through the middle third of
the race but Sweet began bearing
down on him. Using the bottom line
in three and four, Sweet took over
the lead from McMahan on lap 22.

"It got tight there toward the end
and allowed Brad to get by," McMa-
han said.

Eight laps later, Sweet added
another piece of hardware to KKR's
collection from the week.

"It's just one little mistake - the
grease kept coming back in three
and four and then it would go away
for a few laps and then come
back," Sweet said. "So it was just
searching down there to try to fig-
ure it out but my guys gave me a
great car. We were knocking on the
door all weekend so it's nice to end
it on a high note. Really nice to
come out and start the season this
strong for KKR as a whole and es-

pecially our team."
Daryn Pittman, who came home

third in the night's feature, was
crowned the 2015 DIRTcar Nation-
als Sprint Week champion. Pittman
bested his nearest competitor
Kerry Madsen by 14 points after
five nights of racing that saw him
take home two feature wins - the
first in Thursday night's UNOH All
Star Circuit of Champions event
and the second in the World of Out-
laws Sprint Car Series season
opener on Friday night.

It was Pittman's second DCN
championship win.

"That's a tough trophy to win and
this is a tough track to come and
start your season out on," Pittman
said. "It was a great week all the
way around. We just put ourselves
in position every night to get a good
finish."

Sweet echoed Pittman in as-
sessing the positive impact of the
week on the team's confidence and
performance moving forward.

"We started strong last year and
I understand how grueling the sea-
son is going to be," Sweet said. "I
think we're more prepared than
we've ever been and really looking
forward to trying to battle Daryn

and Donny and few of those other
guys for the championship this
year."

A disappointed McMahan, who
closed out his DIRTcar Nationals
run with a second place finish in the
night's feature, said his team had fi-
nally gotten his car where it needed
to be but the finish was not what he
had hoped for.

"Definitely not where I want to
be," McMahan said. "I wanted to be
in victory lane tonight. Everybody
here at CJB Motorsports busts their
butt to give me a great racecar and
I let them down tonight. It's a posi-
tive way to end the weekend the
way we started all week and as bad
as we were to come back and be
up here in the top two is a good
day."

The World of Outlaws Sprint Car
Series returns to action on March 4
and 5 at the Dirt Track at Las
Vegas. The event begins a West
Coast swing for the series that lasts
through mid-April. 

Tickets for both nights at Las
Vegas and events in Arizona and
California are available by visiting
http://www.WorldofOutlaws.com/Ti
ckets, or by calling 1-877-395-
8606.
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Racing Caps Off Stellar 2015

DIRTcar Nationals
Pittman takes home the “Big Gator” as
Sweet Wins His First World of Outlaws

Sprint Car Series Feature of 2015

Brad Sweet follows up his 2014 rookie of the year title with a win

early in the 2015 season with a victory at the DIRTcar Nationals.

(PAUL ARCH photo)

Daryn Pittman shows of the “Big Gator” after being crowned the

DIRTcar Nationals Sprint Week champion. (PAUL ARCH photo)



BARBERVILLE,
FL - Nothing could
keep Donny Schatz
down Saturday night
as he looked for his
first World of Outlaws
Sprint Car Series vic-
tory of 2015 on night
five of DIRTcar Nation-
als sprint week at Vo-
lusia Speedway Park.

A solid night
turned to potential dis-
aster for the Tony
Stewart/Curb-Agajan-

ian Racing driver when he devel-
oped engine trouble during his
second place Dash run.

"We broke a valve spring in the
dash with two laps to go," Schatz
said. "We could have taken the
chance to run the engine."

The team opted not to and
began the scramble to replace the
engine with just the Last Chance
Showdown separating them from
the feature. As the field began
rolling out to the racing surface for
the A main, Schatz's team pushed
the No. 15 Bad Boy Buggies car
out, fired the engine and prepared
for the 30 laps ahead.

"We did not get a chance to ad-
just the racecar there," Schatz said.

In spite of that, Schatz delivered
a stand out performance.

Steve Kinser led the field to the
green flag but it was Joey Saldana
who led the first lap. From his third
place starting position, the 'Browns-
burg Bullitt' powered past Schatz
and Kinser. Kinser faltered through
the early laps and slipped back.

"I couldn't get off of one and
two," said Kinser, a 20-time World
of Outlaws champion. "I should
have known as slow as I was to
jump up on the top and that's the
only place I could run. Instead I sat
there and ran myself back to fifth
and then just had to run hard."

As Kinser fell back, Schatz
began to reel in Saldana. On lap
seven, Schatz got the opportunity
he needed, catching Saldana off of
turn four. Schatz had the advan-
tage as the two headed into turn
one. Onto the backstretch, Schatz
led with Saldana in pursuit.
Through turns three and four, Sal-
dana tried to retake the position,
but Schatz held him off.

As the six-time champion built
up his lead, Lasoski began chal-
lenging Saldana for second - a po-
sition he took over on lap 15. With
Kinser moving forward, he and Sal-
dana began a pitched battle for the
third position. The two drivers
traded the position back and forth
for much of the next 10 laps.

"I saw him there one time,"
Kinser said of seeing Saldana be-
hind him. "I finally caught [turn] two
a little better and down the back
chute. Once I did that I thought I
was alright. I definitely killed the
tires but we're not going to com-
plain."

Kinser finished the night in third
with his No. 11 Bad Boy Buggies
car.

Lasoski, the 2001 World of Out-
laws Sprint Car Series champion,
worked to catch Schatz in the clos-
ing laps but was not able to chase

him down.
"[The track] took a little rubber

off of two up on top and I didn't
know it was there," Lasoski said. "I
kept slipping up and accidentally
found it. I see why Donny was get-
ting such a shot down the back-
stretch but that's why he's a
six-time champion."

Lasoski finished the night in sec-
ond.

After a late engine change and
23 laps led, Schatz credited his
crew for their hard work and perse-
verance through the night. It was
the 174th win of Schatz's career.

Chad Kemenah was the night's
KSE Hard Charger, advancing nine
positions to finish in 13th.

With Epic Pass,

Pittman Wins World of

Outlaws Sprint Car

Series Season Opener
BARBERVILLE, FL - Daryn

Pittman took the World of Outlaws
Sprint Car Series season opener
Friday night with an epic last lap
pass of the reigning series cham-
pion Donny Schatz.

Just a lap sooner the feature win
was in Schatz's sights as he ap-
proached the lapped car of Kraig
Kinser. Schatz dove low in turns
three and four to make the pass but
was not able to make the line stick.
As he exited the turn his Bad Boy
Buggies car drifted up the track and
over the cushion.

Pittman saw his opportunity.
"When I saw him slide and have

to bail out I thought wow, that guy
doesn't make very many mistakes
and that was a pretty good one,"
Pittman said. "We had to take ad-
vantage of that."

Pittman was able to pull his
Great Clips car side-by-side with
Schatz as the two closed in on the
white flag. Pittman won the drag
race down the frontstretch and en-
tered turn one on the final lap in the
lead. Meanwhile, Schatz dove to
the bottom of turns one and two
and tried to slide Pittman onto the
backstretch.

"[I] saw visions of last night in
turn two again as [Schatz] threw a
Hail Mary there to try to get by me,"
Pittman said.

Again though Schatz was not
able to make the move stick and
Pittman pulled away, scoring the
first win of the 2015 season.
Tonight's win was the second in
row for Pittman in the midst of
sprint week at DIRTcar Nationals
after he won the UNOH All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions feature on
Thursday night.

"Last night felt pretty good - this
one feels that much better,"
Pittman said. "Last night it felt like
we had a great racecar, probably
the car to beat from the time we un-
loaded. We were good all night
tonight. At the beginning of that
race I just didn't feel as good and
thought, man, we're probably going
to run top-three. The car got better
as the race went on and came to
us."

Schatz, who had a similar run
the night before in the All Stars fea-
ture, said afterward that something
did not feel right with his car in the
final lap in Friday night's event.

"I thought it broke on the last lap
there going into three - something
happened but there doesn't seem
to be anything wrong," Schatz said.
"So I don't know if I smothered it in
fuel or what happened. That was a
good race. I wish we would have
won it but we didn't."

Kerry Madsen opened the night
by driving his American Racing
Custom Wheels car to the quick-
time in qualifying with a lap of
12.792. Greg Hodnett picked up
the Dash win and the A main pole,
with Joey Saldana on his outside.

When the green flag dropped on
the feature, Hodnett jumped out to
an early lead. Saldana pressed
down on him though through the
first three laps and as the two
turned lap five, Saldana caught
Hodnett and passed him coming
out of turn four.

Saldana built up a sizable lead
on the field through the next 15
laps while Schatz worked his way
forward from a sixth place starting
position. By the first caution on lap
seven, Schatz had moved into the
fourth spot. Nine laps later Schatz
began closing in on Pittman, then
in third. He completed the pass on
lap 21 as the two came off of turn
two.

Three laps later Schatz cleared
Saldana for the lead as Saldana
slipped back. Pittman and Hodnett
took over the second and third
place positions in the final laps.

Hodnett, who has one sprint
week win with the All Stars and led
the first five laps of the night, fin-
ished the feature in third.

"These guys are the best in the
world, they prove it every night,"
Hodnett said. "We just got beat. We
made a lot of mistakes and it cost
us a couple of positions, obviously.
But we're pretty proud to be close.
Last year we were here we just
weren't even close. The guys work
really hard throughout the year and
the off-season, and hopefully the
fruits of that labor are coming to
fruition right now."
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First Win of 2015 Season

Donny Schatz won his first win of the 2015 season on night five of

the DIRTcar Nationals at Volusia Speedway Park. (PAUL ARCH

photo)



OCALA, FL - Josh
Richards' long wait for
his 50th career World
of Outlaws Late Model
Series victory is finally
over.

More than 15
months after wrapping
up his third WoO LMS

championship with his 49th series
victory in the tour's 2013 season fi-
nale, Richards of Shinnston, W.Va.,
topped a back-and-forth battle with
Tim McCreadie of Watertown, N.Y.,
midway through Sunday's Bubba
Army Winter Nationals finale and
pulled away from Shane Clanton of
Zebulon, Ga., during the race's
closing laps to claim a $10,175 tri-
umph at Bubba Raceway Park.

The 26-year-old Richards
reached the 50-win milestone with
his first WoO LMS victory since sit-
ting out all but two series events in
2014 due to nerve issues in his
hands. The momentous accom-
plishment was extra sweet for a
driver who just a few months ago
was faced with the potential of
never racing again.

"This feels awesome," said
Richards, who drove his Valvoline-
sponsored Rocket Chassis house
car to his third-career WoO LMS
victory at Bubba Raceway Park.
"There was a time that I thought I
was going to end my career on 49
wins when I didn't think I was ever
gonna get to race again. To get to
50 really means a lot. I'm happy
just to be back racing, but it really
feels good to be back and winning
races."

Clanton chased Richards
through the race's final 10 laps be-
fore settling for his second consec-
utive runner-up finish. McCreadie
dropped to third at the checkereds
after leading laps 27-34. Steve
Casebolt of Richmond, Ind., contin-
ued his solid start to the season
with a fourth-place finish while Mor-
gan Bagley of Longview, Texas,
charged from his 13th starting spot
to finish fifth in a race slowed by
four cautions.

The victory didn't come easy for
Richards. He moved from third to
second on the race's initial start
and quickly began pressuring sec-
ond-starting Darrell Lanigan for the
lead. Richards made an inside run

on Lanigan down
the back straight-
away on lap two
and overtook his
fellow three-time
WoO LMS cham-
pion through turns
three and four.

But the quick
charge came at a
price: while pass-
ing Lanigan,
Richards made
contact with one of
the tires lining the
inside of the race-
track, bending the
nose of his blue
No. 1 machine in a
way that ham-
pered his steering
for the remaining
48 laps.

"It was a hand-
ful out there,"
Richards said. "I
never knew what it
was gonna do get-
ting into the cor-
ner, so I had to
make sure I kept
the car turned on
the right-rear the
whole race. It was
a handful, but it
was fun."

M c C r e a d i e
added to Richards' problems when
he began to make his bid for the
lead just before the race's halfway
point.

Using a line different from
Richards' high-side attack, Mc-
Creadie first looked under Richards
on lap 25 and pulled even with the
leader on the next circuit. Mc-
Creadie and Richards ran side-by-
side down the back straightaway
on lap 27 and made slight contact
as they dove into turn three still
nearly even.

McCreadie pulled ahead exiting
the corner, but he never could drive
away. Lapped traffic became an
issue just a few laps later, and
Richards took advantage. As Mc-
Creadie attempted to use the top
groove to overtake a slower ma-
chine on lap 35, Richards remained
in the bottom line and raced back
out front.

Richards never looked back,

crossing the finish line with a lead
of 1.030 seconds in earning his
third overall victory of the season.

"When you're leading, you don't
really know where you need to be,"
said Richards, whose previous
2015 victories came in non-series
races at Screven Motor Speedway
in Sylvania, Ga., on Feb. 6 and at
Eastbay Raceway Park in Gibson-

ton, Fla., on Feb. 11. "I felt OK up
top, but I knew I was pushing a lot
off of two.

"I knew someone had to be
coming on the bottom, but you
don't want to change your line and
give up the lead that way. Once he
passed me, I slowed down around
the bottom and we were a lot bet-
ter."

Clanton drove his Weldbank En-
ergy-sponsored Capital Race Car
by McCreadie for second on lap 41
and set about cutting into Richards'
lead. But he began to lose ground
after a few laps and settled into the
runner-up spot.

The 39-year-old veteran finished
second for the second straight
night, adding to his lead atop the
WoO LMS points standings. With
four top-five finishes in four events
this season, Clanton heads to Vo-
lusia Speedway Park in Barberville,
Fla., for the DIRTcar Nationals with

a 16-point lead in the championship
chase.

"We were just a little bit tight
there and Josh was a little bit better
through three and four than I was,"
Clanton said. "Overall a good night
and we've got something to work
with at Volusia."

McCreadie's third-place effort
turned around a sluggish start to
the season for his Sweeteners Plus
race team.

"We just got too tight the last 15
laps or so," said McCreadie, who
rebounded from a 23rd-place finish
in Saturday's WoO LMS A-Main
with his first top-five finish of the
season. "That happens, but where
we were to where we are is a big
difference, so we're excited to go to
Volusia."

Along with the back-and-forth
battles up front, Sunday's race also
produced a number of hard
charges, highlighted by a run from
21st to sixth by Billy Ogle Jr. of
Knoxville, Tenn. Chub Frank of
Bear Lake, Pa., notched his fourth
top 10 of the season with his
charge from 15th to seventh, while
Brandon Sheppard of New Berlin,
Ill., advanced from 14th to eighth.

Frank Heckenast Jr. of Frank-
fort, Ill., followed his first career
WoO LMS victory during Satur-
day's A-Main with a ninth-place
performance on Sunday night,
while fast qualifier Don O'Neal of
Martinsville, Ind., rounded out the
top 10 after running as high as third
early in the event.

The first of the race's four cau-
tions appeared when Eric Wells of
Hazard, Ky., spun in turn one on
lap five; a mid-pack scuffle on the
ensuing restart left Stormy Scott of
Las Cruces, N.M., stalled against
the back straightaway to cause the
second yellow flag; a lap-17 cau-
tion appeared when Brandon Over-
ton of Evans, Ga., slowed from the
sixth spot after making contact with
an infield tire; and Lanigan of
Union, Ky., suffered the same fate
on lap 38 in causing the race's final
caution.

Action moves to Volusia Speed-
way Park on Monday for the first of
six straight nights of racing during
the DIRTcar Nationals. The first
three nights consist of DIRTcar
UMP-sanctioned programs, while
Thursday through Saturday feature
separate $10,000-to-win WoO LMS
events. 

For more information on the
WoO LMS, visit www.worldofout-
laws.com. Fans can also follow the
WoO LMS on Twitter at
Twitter.com/WoOLateModels and
Facebook at Facebook.com/World-
ofOutlawsLateModelSeries.
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50th World of Outlaws Late

Model Series Victory with First

Series Triumph of 2015 at

Bubba Raceway Park

Jost Richards claims his 50th career win after

his victory at the Bubba army Winter National fi-

nale at Bubba Raceway Park. (PAUL ARCH

photo)



OCALA, FL -
Frank Heckenast Jr.
refused to be denied
again.

The second-year
national traveler
nearly saw another
chance at his break-

through World of Outlaws Late
Model Series victory slip through
his fingers Saturday night at Bubba
Raceway Park when Shane Clan-
ton snuck by him late in the 3/8-
mile oval's 50-lap race. But instead
of settling for another near-miss,
Heckenast, 26, of Frankfort, Ill.,
dug deep and willed himself back
to the lead one lap later.

The 2014 WoO LMS Rookie of
the Year held off both Clanton of
Zebulon, Ga., and hard-charging
Josh Richards of Shinnston, W.Va.,
through the race's final eight laps to
earn $10,550 for his first career
WoO LMS victory during the sec-
ond round of the Bubba Army Win-
ter Nationals.

"When Shane passed me, real-
ity started to set in and I told myself
I wasn't letting another one get
taken from me," said Heckenast,
who joined Steve Casebolt of Rich-
mond, Ind., as the second first-time
WoO LMS winner this season.
"That next lap I just got up on the
wheel and settled down and didn't
get all flustered. I got beside him
and drag-raced him off the corner
and got ahead of him. I just did my
best to drive a straight race the rest
of the way."

Heckenast's Club 29 Race Car
crossed the finish line 0.766 sec-
onds ahead of Clanton's Capital
Race Cars house car. Richards
was third after catching the top two
cars late in the race only for his  car
to slip over the cushion just after
edging ahead of Clanton for sec-
ond on lap 48.

Defending series champion Dar-
rell Lanigan of Union, Ky., recov-
ered from an early spin in his Club
29 house car to finish fourth, while
the Longhorn Chassis of early
leader Chub Frank of Bear Lake,
Pa., rounded out the top five in a
dramatic race that featured five
lead changes and side-by-side rac-
ing near the front throughout its en-
tirety.

For Heckenast, the hard-fought
victory cements his status as a
bonafide WoO LMS contender.
After a seventh-place points finish
on last year's WoO LMS, Satur-
day's strong performance now has
Heckenast aiming much higher
during his sophomore season.

"I feel like we belong here now,"
said Heckenast, whose No. 99JR
machine carries sponsorship from
St. Louis U-Pic-A-Part and Storage
Squares. "Last year the rookie
thing was beating me up pretty bad
and I didn't have a whole lot of con-
fidence. But in the second half of
the year we were getting better and
better and really just started putting
everything together.

"I knew we could win a race this
year, but I didn't want to have to
wait until November to see if we
could do it. Now that we've got it
out of the way, I feel like we can win
even more and have a really good
chance at a good points finish."

The race was intense from the
very beginning for Heckenast, who
quickly charged forward from his
fifth starting spot to challenge the
teammates of Frank and Boom
Briggs of Bear Lake, Pa., in a tight
three-car battle through the race's
early laps. Heckenast first edged
into the lead at the completion of
lap six, but he couldn't quite clear
the veteran Frank, who was looking
to end his nearly six-year WoO
LMS winless streak.

Frank roared back ahead on lap
eight and only narrowly held com-
mand with Heckenast and Briggs
on his heels before a lap-11 caution
slowed the lead battle. Heckenast
took advantage of the restart,
pulling alongside Frank through
turns one and two on lap 12 before
finally clearing him for the lead on
lap 13.

Heckenast maintained a slight
advantage through the race's mid-
dle portions while Clanton and
Richards made their way forward.
Richards took the second spot from
Frank on lap 27 with Clanton fol-
lowing into third on the next lap.
After overtaking Richards for sec-
ond on lap 36, Clanton began to cut
away at Heckenast's nearly
straightaway advantage.

With Heckenast struggling in

traffic, Clanton began to challenge
for the lead by lap 40 and pulled
ahead with a low-side pass in turns
one and two on lap 41. A slight mis-
step by Clanton in turns three and
four on the same lap allowed Heck-
enast to pull back alongside. He
completed the winning move with a
bottom-line pass of his own on lap
42.

Heckenast's bold recovery de-
nied Clanton his second straight
WoO LMS victory after he snapped
his 66-race winless streak with a
dramatic triumph of his own during
the tour's Feb. 7 event at Screven
Motor Speedway in Sylvania, Ga.
The runner-up performance contin-
ues Clanton's return to form follow-
ing a dismal 2014 campaign that
saw the WoO LMS veteran go win-
less on the tour for the first time
since the series was restarted in
2004.

"I thought I was going to (win),"
said Clanton, who took over the se-
ries points lead and is the only
driver to finish among the top five
in all three of this season's WoO
LMS A-Mains. "I just messed up in
three and four and Frankie's car
was good enough to take advan-
tage of my misfortune. But overall
a good night. We started seventh,
and got to second.

"We got our ducks in a row right
now. Hopefully we can keep them
in a row and get a good points lead
here. We're optimistic for a good
year."

Polesitter Brandon Overton of

Evans, Ga., was never a factor
after jumping the cushion on the
race's opening lap. But he recov-
ered to score a sixth-place finish,
continuing his solid start to the sea-
son that saw the regional standout
finish among the top three of both
WoO LMS A-Mains at Screven.

Morgan Bagley of Longview,
Texas, advanced from his 18th
starting spot to finish seventh, while
Briggs faded back to eighth after
running among the top three
through the race's first 20 laps.
Chase Junghans of Manhattan,
Kan., finished ninth and rookie
competitor Jordan Yaggy of
Rochester, Minn., notched his first
career WoO LMS top-10 finish in
the 10th position.

The race was slowed by two
cautions with the first appearing for
Lanigan's spin on lap four. Tim Mc-
Creadie of Watertown, N.Y., slowed
to cause the final caution with 11
laps complete.

The fourth annual Bubba Army
Winter Nationals conclude on Sun-
day with another $10,000-to-win
WoO LMS program. Action gets un-
derway with hot laps at 5 p.m. fol-
lowed by a complete slate of time
trials, heat races, B-mains and an-
other 50-lap A-Main.

For more information on the
WoO LMS, visit www.worldofout-
laws.com. Fans can also follow the
WoO LMS on Twitter at
Twitter.com/WoOLateModels and
Facebook at Facebook.com/World-
ofOutlawsLateModelSeries.
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World of Outlaws Late Model
Series Victory in Saturdayʼs

Bubba Army Winter Nationals
A-Main
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SYLVANIA, GA -
Shane Clanton does-
n't have to worry about
going winless on the
World of Outlaws Late
Model Series in 2015.

The 39-year-old
Zebulon, Ga., driver,
who last season failed
to win a WoO LMS
event for the first time
since the national tour
was restarted in 2004,

made his long-awaited return to
victory lane with a dramatic triumph
during Saturday's Winter Freeze V
finale at Screven Motor Speedway.

Snapping a 66-race WoO LMS
winless streak that stretched back
to June 1, 2013, Clanton overtook
Steve Casebolt of Richmond, Ind.,
on the final lap of Saturday's 50-lap
A-Main to earn $10,550 for the 21st
WoO LMS victory of his career.

"This feels amazing," said Clan-
ton, who piloted his Clements-pow-
ered Capital Race Cars house car
to victory for the second time in
WoO LMS action at Screven's 3/8-
mile oval. "We've worked extremely
hard to get back (to victory lane),
and to get it done here close to
home, it's a big night for us and
great for our sponsors and every-
one that's stuck with us."

Casebolt settled for second in
wrapping up an impressive week-
end that saw the Hoosier State
driver claim his first-career WoO
LMS victory during the tour's sea-
son-opening race Friday night.
Brandon Overton, the Evans, Ga.,
driver who finished second to
Casebolt in Friday's A-Main, was
third in Saturday's feature after
charging forward from his fifth start-
ing spot and leading six laps early
in the race.

Billy Moyer of Batesville, Ark.,
followed his third-place finish on
Friday with a fourth-place effort
Saturday evening, while Casey
Roberts of Toccoa, Ga., gave
home-state drivers three top-five
positions after taking the fifth spot
from polesitter Tim McCreadie of
Watertown, N.Y., late in the race.

Clanton's dramatic charge to the
lead nearly came too late. After rid-
ing among the front-runners the en-
tire race, the fourth-starting Clanton
was third when the race's only cau-
tion appeared with 41 laps com-
plete.

The ensuing single-file restart
marked the beginning of Clanton's

rally. He immediately began pres-
suring Overton for the second spot
once the race went back green,
making multiple low-side chal-
lenges. Clanton first edged ahead
of Overton on lap 45, but it took
until lap 48 for him to complete the
pass.

Clanton quickly erased Case-
bolt's slight advantage and was on
the leader's back bumper by the
time the white flag waved. Another
hard charge into turn one allowed
Clanton to drive alongside Case-
bolt through the center of the cor-
ner and he completed the pass
after the two cars made contact ex-
iting turn two.

"They started sliding there in
lapped traffic and I was just biding
my time, waiting for the signal for
five to go," said Clanton, whose
Ron Davies-owned Capital ma-
chine carries sponsorship from
Weldbank Energy, Hornburg Oil,
Penn Gold Well Services and VP
Racing Fuels. "We had that restart
and it was single-file, so I knew it
was time to go.

"When I saw the white flag and

(Casebolt) let up and just protected
it, I just took a chance and leaned
on him a little bit there. That's just
what you do when you're racing for
the win - especially as bad as I
wanted to win. I knew he wanted to
win it, but it's been a long time
since I've been in victory lane."

Casebolt made no complaints
over Clanton's aggressive final-lap
move. He was actually happy to
hold on to the second spot after his
Club 29 Race Car began to fade
late in the race.

"It's just a shame to lead that
much and get passed on the last
lap," said Casebolt, who midway
through the race pulled away to a
more than straightaway advantage
after emerging from an early battle
with Overton. "Shane drove her
down in there and just beat me.

"I wasn't very good entering turn
one and I actually thought some-
body would've passed me way be-
fore they did, so I was happy to
have held on like I did. The tires
were blistered, and I think Shane
maybe had a little bit harder tire on
his right-rear. That's probably what
won it for him."

The runner-up performance
wrapped up an impressive week-
end for Casebolt and his new Tye
Twarog-owned race team. Along
with his victory and second-place

finish, the former Eldora Dream
winner also notched a sixth-place
result in Thursday's unsanctioned
tune-up event at Screven.

"I wish the second place
would've came first," Casebolt said
jokingly during his post-race inter-
view. 

"Now I'm disappointed. I'm
spoiled now. But yeah, it was a
good weekend."

The lap-41 yellow flag that set
up Clanton's late charge was the
race's only caution. It occurred
when Roberts tangled with Josh
Richards of Shinnston, W.Va.,
while the two drivers battled for the
sixth spot. The contact sent
Richards for a spin, relegating the
three-time WoO LMS champion to
a 15th-place finish and marking the
first time in seven WoO LMS
events at Screven that he failed to
finish among the top five.

The pole-starting McCreadie
was never a factor in fading back to
sixth at the finish. He was followed
by 2015 WoO LMS Rookie of the
Year contender Mason Zeigler of
Chalk Hill, Pa., in the seventh spot.
Morgan Bagley of Longview, Texas,
finished eighth with 2011 WoO
LMS champion Rick Eckert of York,
Pa., and Chub Frank of Bear Lake,
Pa., rounding out the top 10 finish-
ers.
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of Outlaws Late Model Series

Winless Streak 

Shane Clanton shows off his winning check for $10,000 after ending his winless

streak at the Winter Freeze V finale at Screven Motor Speedway. (THOMAS HEN-

DRICKSON photo)



SYLVANIA, GA -
Steve Casebolt added
another major accom-
plishment to his re-
sume Friday night at
Screven Motor Speed-
way in earning his
first-career World of
Outlaws Late Model
Series victory during
the opening race on

the national tour's 2015 season.
Casebolt, 36, of Richmond, Ind.,

overtook Brandon Overton of
Evans, Ga., on lap 44 of Friday's
50-lap Winter Freeze A-Main at
Screven's 3/8-mile oval and turned
back Overton's last-ditched effort to
retake the lead in the closing laps.
The former Eldora Dream winner
earned $10,600 in just his second
start behind the wheel of a Club 29
Car for new car owner Tye Twarog.

"We started this new team kinda
on a whim late last year," said
Casebolt, who recently announced
his partnership with Twarog during
December's Performance Racing
Industry trade show. "This is unbe-
lievable. I'm thrilled and just could-
n't be any happier. Everything
turned out great."

Overton settled for the runner-
up spot, falling just shy of claiming
his own breakthrough WoO LMS

victory after leading the race's first
43 laps. He was followed by a pair
of three-time WoO LMS champions
in third-finishing Billy Moyer of
Batesville, Ark., and fourth-place
Josh Richards of Shinnston, W.Va.
Shane Clanton of Zebulon, Ga.,
rounded out the top five finishers in
a race slowed by five cautions.

The yellow flags made things dif-
ficult for the race winner. After start-
ing to Overton's outside on the front
row, Casebolt appeared to have
the quicker car for much of the
race, but multiple cautions spoiled
his challenges.

Casebolt's first serious bid for
the lead came just after the lap-20
mark when he began to look under
Overton as the two leaders entered
lapped traffic. The two cars were
side by side on lap 24 when the
race's fourth caution waved and
thwarted Casebolt's strong run.

Overton edged away from Case-
bolt in the initial laps following the
restart, but Casebolt was again
looking under the leader before the
race's final caution on lap 31 again
slowed his run.

Overton again enjoyed a slight
advantage in the laps following the
restart, but Casebolt was back
looking for the lead by lap 40.

The third time was a charm for

Casebolt. Just as Overton reached
the tail of the field, Casebolt used a
bold move to drive to the outside of
Overton in turns one and two on lap
44 and completed the winning pass
down the back straightway as
Overton remained stuck behind two
lapped cars.

Overton quickly moved around
the slower cars on the following lap
and closed the gap to Casebolt as
he had his own struggles with traf-
fic. But it wasn't enough for Over-
ton to make a serious challenge,
and Casebolt pulled away over the
final two laps.

"I did not need those cautions,"
said Casebolt, who became the
first driver in the WoO LMS modern
era to claim his first career series
victory during a season-opening
event. "Every time they came out I
was getting ready to pass him. I
was sitting there cussing and say-
ing things nobody should ever say,
but I finally got to him in lapped traf-
fic. That was what we needed be-
cause we had the better car; we
just had trouble getting to him and
getting around him. He drove one
heck of a race."

Although he missed out on what
would have been his biggest career
victory, Overton was plenty happy
with his performance. Making just
his second start in a new MasterS-
bilt by Huey machine, Overton
earned his first top-five in a WoO
LMS event with his career-best se-
ries finish.

"They were double file in front of
me," Overton said of the lapped
cars that slowed his pace and al-

lowed Casebolt to make the win-
ning pass. "When you get in traffic
like that it's way easier to be run-
ning second than leading them
things. But that's how it goes. For
our second night in the car, I'm def-
initely happy with the way we ran
tonight."

The race's only serious accident
came on lap four when sixth-run-
ning Rodney Sanders of Happy,
Texas, got over the cushion in turn
four and rolled his No. 20 machine.
Sanders emerged from his battered
car without any apparent injuries,
but the wreck ended what began as
a promising run in his first-career
WoO LMS A-Main start.

Reigning WoO LMS Rookie of
the Year Frank Heckenast Jr. of
Frankfort, Ill., began his sophomore
season with a solid sixth-place per-
formance. He was followed by
Jordy Nipper of Gray, Ga., in the
seventh spot.

Defending WoO LMS champion
Darrell Lanigan of Union, Ky., was
never a factor in finishing eighth.
The result ended a streak of 11
consecutive top-five WoO LMS fin-
ishes for Lanigan, who two weeks
ago broke his right thumb while
racing in a non-series event in Ari-
zona.

Tony Knowles of Tyrone, Ga.,
was part of a solid showing for
home-state drivers, with his ninth-
place finish making four top-10 re-
sults by Georgia-based teams.
Behind him, Chub Frank of Bear
Lake, Pa., rallied from 20th to 10th
in making his first appearance in a
Longhorn Chassis.
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DAYTONA BEACH,
FL - Five legendary
drivers with distinct
styles and contribu-
tions to NASCAR
were enshrined into
the NASCAR Hall of
Fame in Charlotte,
North Carolina tonight

during the Induction Ceremony
held in the Crown Ball Room at the
Charlotte Convention Center.

Those who added their names
to the list of now 30 NASCAR Hall
of Fame inductees, included: Bill
Elliott, Fred Lorenzen, Wendell
Scott, Joe Weatherly and Rex
White.

The group makes up the Hallʼs
sixth class in its history.

Bill Elliott – a fan-favorite with a
record 16 NASCAR Most Popular
Driver Awards – compiled numer-
ous accolades that put him near
the top of many all-time NASCAR
lists. In his 37-year driving career,
“Awesome Bill from Dawsonville”
notched 44 wins (16th in NASCAR
history) and 55 poles (eighth), but
his most prestigious accomplish-
ment came when he won the 1988
premier series championship. El-
liott always performed on the
biggest of stages, winning the Day-
tona 500 twice and the Southern
500 three times. 

“One thing I look at out here
today is one common bond with all
these racers, it's the hard work and
the dedication all these guys had,”
Elliott said. “I mean, for me to stand
up here among the guys that have
already been here, it's just totally
incredible.”

Fred Lorenzen – one of the first
“outsiders” to capture the fancy of
NASCARʼs early southeastern
crowds – was one of the sportʼs
first true superstars, even though
he never ran more than 29 of the
seasonʼs 50-plus races. The
Elmhurst, Illinois, native won 26
races from 1961-67, with his best
overall season coming in 1963 as
he finished with six wins, 21 top
fives and 23 top 10s in 29 starts.
The victor of the 1965 Daytona 500
and World 600, Lorenzen boasts
the fifth-highest career winning per-
centage (16.86) in NASCAR his-
tory.

“Dad always said, ʻThe sky is the

limit and donʼt let anyone tell you
otherwise,ʼ” said Lorenzenʼs son,
Chris, who spoke on his behalf.
“That has been dadʼs most impor-
tant saying in life, and he certainly
lived by it. He also believed people
made their own luck and that luck
just doesnʼt fall upon people.” 

A true trailblazer, Wendell Scott
was the first African-American to
race fulltime in NASCARʼs premier
series, as well as the first to win a
NASCAR premier series race.
Scott posted 147 top 10s in 495
starts, as well as finished four sea-
sons in the top 10 of the champi-
onship points standings. He won
more than 100 races at local tracks
before making his premier series
debut, including 22 races at South-
side Speedway in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, in 1959 en route to capturing
both the Sportsman Division and
NASCAR Virginia Sportsman
championships.

“The legacy of Wendell Scott de-
picts him as one the great van-
guards of the sport of NASCAR
racing,” said the late Scottʼs son,
Franklin, who accepted the induc-
tion on his behalf. “Daddy was a
man of great honor. He didnʼt let his
circumstances define who he
was.” 

Joe Weatherly claimed consec-
utive premier series championships
in 1962-63 and won 25 career
races before his untimely death in
January 1964 at Riverside (Calif.)
Raceway. Known as the “Clown
Prince of Racing” due to his jovial
personality, Weatherly displayed
impressive versatility beyond his
premier series dominance. A
decade earlier in 1952-53, he won
101 races in the NASCAR Modified
division, capturing that champi-
onship in 1953. He even tried his
hand in NASCARʼs short-lived
Convertible Division from 1956-59,
winning 12 times.

“He loved his family and he was
very generous, but I am sure there
are many memories the fans could
share as well, maybe ones of the
practical jokes he enjoyed playing
on fellow drivers,” said Joy Barbee,
Weatherlyʼs niece. “He definitely
had a sense of humor, he loved a
good laugh and he loved to have a
good time. He always had a big
smile on his face; he was a charac-

ter to be around and definitely lived
up to the title given to him – the
ʻClown Prince of Racing.ʼ”

One of the greatest short-track
racers ever, consistency was the
hallmark of Rex Whiteʼs NASCAR
career. He finished among the top
five in nearly half of his 233 races
and outside the top 10 only 30 per-
cent of the time. Of his 28 career
wins in NASCARʼs premier series,
only two came on tracks longer
than a mile in length. Driving his
own equipment, White won six
times during his 1960 champi-
onship season, posting 35 top 10s
in 40 starts. He finished in the top
10 six of his nine years in the se-
ries, including a runner-up finish in
1961.

“Words canʼt express how hon-
ored I am to be inducted into the
NASCAR Hall of Fame along with
the other Hall of Fame members,
especially my 2015 fellow in-
ductees,” White said. “No driver
wins a championship by himself
and nobody enters the Hall of
Fame alone. I am the symbol of a
team effort.”

Each of the five inductees had
an inductor who officially welcomed
them into the hall. The inductors for
the five inductees: Ray Evernham
for Bill Elliott; Amanda Gardstrom
(daughter) for Fred Lorenzen;
Wendell Scott Jr. for Wendell Scott;
Bud Moore for Joe Weatherly; and
James Hylton for Rex White.

Active drivers introduced each
inductee during tonightʼs program:
Kasey Kahne for Bill Elliott; Tony
Stewart for Fred Lorenzen; Jeff
Gordon for Wendell Scott; Brad Ke-
selowski for Joe Weatherly; and

Kevin Harvick for Rex White.
In addition to the five inductees

enshrined on Friday night, Anne B.
France was awarded the inaugural
Landmark Award for Outstanding
Contributions to NASCAR.

France, paired with her hus-
band, NASCAR founder Bill France
Sr., created what today is one of
the largest and most popular sports
in the world. Anne played a huge
role in the family business. “Big Bill”
organized and promoted races; she
took care of the financial end of the
business. She first served as sec-
retary and treasurer of NASCAR,
and when Daytona International
Speedway opened in 1959, served
in the same roles for the Interna-
tional Speedway Corporation. She
also managed the speedway's
ticket office. France remained ac-
tive in family and business life until
her passing in 1992.

Prior to the Induction Ceremony,
long-time Charlotte Observer re-
porter Tom Higgins was awarded
the third Squier-Hall Award for
NASCAR Media Excellence.

Higgins was the first beat writer
to cover every race on the
NASCAR schedule, a role he held
from 1980 until his retirement in
1997. He started his journalism ca-
reer in 1957 at the weekly Canton
(N.C.) Enterprise where he covered
racing for the first time. Higgins
joined the sports staff at The Ob-
server in 1964 as an outdoors
writer and soon began covering
stock car racing as well. He has
continued to write motorsports nos-
talgia columns for the newspaper
and its website ThatsRacin.com
since his retirement.
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Fame Induction

Ceremony Honors Five

Iconic Wheelmen

Bill Elliott makes his acceptance speech during the NASCAR Hall

of Fame Induction Ceremony at NASCAR Hall of Fame on January

30, 2015 in Charlotte, North Carolina. (Bob Leverone/NASCAR via

Getty Images photo)



TAMPA, FL - Billy
Moyer picked up his
third victory of the
week in the 39th An-
nual East Bay Winter-
nationals on Saturday
Night. Moyer pulled
away late to win for
the 26th time in his
Hall-of-Fame career at
East Bay Raceway

Park.
Moyer survived a side-by-side

tussle with Jimmy Owens to take
the win in the Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series sanctioned event.

Defending LOLMDS National
Champion, Don O'Neal, finished
second, followed by Jonathan Dav-
enport, Owens, and Jared Landers.

Owens led the first 28 laps of the
50 lap main event with Moyer fol-
lowing closely the entire time. The
two had a fierce battle for the lead
for several laps until Moyer was
able to forge ahead. O'Neal, Dav-
enport, and Owens had a closely
contested battle for second as
Moyer pulled away.

"First off, I have to thank my
crew. We broke a rear end on the
car on our second lap of qualifying.
As quickly as they move the show
along here, if we were in the first
heat, I don't think we would have
been able to make it out," said the
winner, who made the call in time
to keep his pole-starting spot in the
second heat race.

"We are always prepared, we
had a spare rear end ready to go.
We had my crew and Billy Jr.'s
crew there all helping. The track
was the best it's been all week. All
of us drivers could run anywhere
on it. They watered the top more
today, and I think that helped me. I
could get up there and get some
traction," said the 57-year-old in
Lucas Oil Victory Lane.

"Jimmy and I had a heck of a
race. I mean we were running hard
and didn't touch. It just shows you
that you can race hard and clean
and not tear up everybody's equip-
ment. The way the track was
tonight, you could bounce through
a hole and hit somebody, but that
didn't happen. The track had a lot
of character in it, and we're happy
to come home with the win."

Moyer's Longhorn Chassis is
powered by a Clements Racing En-
gine and sponsored by Henderson

Motorsports, Sunoco, Red Line Oil,
Royal Jones, Messilla Valley Trans-
portation, Garnant Family Farms,
and Watters Auto Land.

O'Neal, in the Clint Bowyer Rac-
ing, Barry Wright Chassis was real
happy with his finish.

"We haven't been that good this
week, but the crew worked hard on
this car, Lance, Barry, Jeremy, and
Tony did a great job. Billy was just
better than all of us tonight. I want
to thank Peak Antifreeze and Motor
Oil, Crawford Supply, and Georgia
Boot."

Davenport, who won the
LOLMDS event last Saturday Night
at Golden Isles had his best East
Bay finish of the week with a third
place.

"We kind of got shuffled back on
that one restart, but I was able to
get the car to work up top better. I
ran down Jimmy and Don. I thought
I could get Don on the last lap, but
we couldn't quite make the pass.
The track was real racy tonight. I
have to thank Kevin and LeRoy
Rumley, Longhorn Chassis, TS
Crane Service, Sundance Flow-
back and Mega Plumbing of the
Carolinas."

Completing the top ten were
Mike Benedum, Tim Dohm, Devin
Moran, Steve Francis and Eddie

Carrier Jr.
In preliminary action, Tim Dohm

set the overall Miller Welders Fast
Time (Group A) amongst the 35 en-
trants, with a lap of 15.103 sec-
onds. Scott Bloomquist set the
fastest time in Group B with a time
of 15.368 seconds. Tim Dohm, Billy
Moyer, Jimmy Owens and Earl
Pearson Jr. won their respective
heat races.

For the latest breaking news log
onto www.lucasdirt.com and follow
the series on facebook.com/lucas-
dirt, www.twitter.com/lucasdirt, and
www.instagram.com/lucasdirt.

Moyer Wins Make-Up

Winternationals Event

at East Bay
TAMPA, FL - Billy Moyer took the

lead at the start of tonight's 25-lap
Monday Make-Up Winternationals
event at East Bay Raceway Park
and never looked back. Brandon
Sheppard closed the gap in the
second half of the race, and chal-
lenged Moyer on several occa-
sions, but could never quite pull
even with the veteran from
Batesville, Arkansas.

Following Moyer and Sheppard
to the finish were Billy Moyer Jr.,
Gregg Satterlee, and Devin Moran.

"We just missed the set-up in
that first race tonight; we had just
enough time to make some adjust-
ments for this race. We won that
first heat so that put us on the pole.
The car was really good. I had a lit-
tle bit of a push getting into turn
two, but otherwise, the car was not

a handful like the previous nights. I
was hoping maybe Jr. could get up
there so we could take first and
second."

"I have so many people to thank;
Messilla Valley Transportation,
Henderson Motorsports, Watters
Auto Land, Clements Engines,
Longhorn Chassis, and everybody
else who helps us. Of course, Ste-
vie Norris, he has been with me a
long-time and the rest of the crew.
We have had a good couple of
weeks, and we hope to end the
week on a strong note."

Sheppard continued his strong
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
Georgia-Florida Speedweeks with
his runner-up finish.

"Ever since we unloaded last
Thursday at Golden Isles this car
has been strong. If not for some
bad luck we could have had a win
or two. To finish second to Billy
Moyer tonight is awesome. He is
one of the best ever. I want to thank
Kid's Castle Learning Center,
Valvoline, Pro Power Engines, and
Rocket Chassis for all of their help."

Moyer Jr. came home third in his
Crop Production Services, Messilla
Valley Transportation, Longhorn
had his best finish of the Georgia-
Florida Speedweeks.

"I really wanted that second spot
tonight. I raced Brandon hard and I
have a lot of respect for him and his
family. We can build on this and get
ready for the Saturday Night finale."

Rounding out the Top Ten were
Stormy Scott, Jonathan Davenport,
Jared Landers, Tim Dohm, and
Mason Zeigler.

Lu
ca

s O
il 

La
te

Mo
de

l D
irt

 S
er

ie
s Billy Moyer
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Billy Moyer was dominate at East Bay Raceway Park, winning the finale night of the East Bay Winter-

nationals as well as two more times during the week long event.(LOLMDS photo)



TAMPA, FL -
Eddie Carrier Jr. driv-
ing the Optima Batter-
ies #28 won an
exciting battle with
Devin Moran in Friday
Night's $10,000-to-win
main event at East
Bay Raceway Park.
Carrier held the lead
on lap 31, quickly lost
it again on the next cir-
cuit and used a lapped

car to his advantage as he snuck
by Moran once again on lap
44.Carrier would led the remaining
6 laps and wind up in victory lane
in the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries-sanctioned event. Following
Carrier and Moran at the finish
were Jimmy Owens, Jared Lan-
ders, and Jonathan Davenport.

"That was a great race," ex-
claimed Carrier in Lucas Oil Victory
Lane for the second time in his ca-
reer at East Bay. "The track crew
did a great job, they moved the
tires out in the corners, and we
drivers didn't know what to think,
but it worked out real well. It was
nice of Devin to let one of us old
guys win tonight," Carrier jokingly
said.

"We had to diamond off the cor-
ners to get a run down the straight-
aways. Both Devin and I had
trouble with a lapped car.   I used
the outside line to get by him com-
ing off of turn four. He saw what I
did and used the same line to get
by him. I was fortunate enough to
find enough room coming off of turn
two to get the lead back."

"I want to thank my car owner,
Carl Grover. He gave me the
chance several years ago to drive
his cars, and it has been the best
thing to ever happen to me other
than marrying my wife, Jamie. I
have to thank Engines Inc, Optima
Batteries, Sunoco Race Fuels and
all of my sponsors, my crew, and
especially my dad [Eddie Carrier
Sr.] for all he does. He works his tail
off every day on this car."

Moran, the 20-year-old son of
Hall-of-Fame driver, Donnie Moran
equaled his best East Bay finish.
Ironically in the last year's Winter-
nationals opener it was Carrier who
denied Moran his first career vic-
tory at "The Clay by the Bay."

Earl Pearson Jr. led the first 23
laps of the race, until contact with a
car he was lapping dropped him
several spots in the running order.
Moran pounced on the opportunity
to take the lead.

"Congratulations to Eddie for the
win, he deserved it. He was better
than me. I hate it for Earl. He was
really fast tonight. I just couldn't get
by that lapped car. I could have
moved him out of the way, but I
don't drive like that. I was too pa-
tient with him. But we will take sec-
ond after the week we have had. I
would like to thank my sponsors,
Donnie Moran Driving School,
Eddie's Sunoco, and Performance
Bodies, and MasterSbilt Race Cars
for all of their assistance."

Owens; the 3-time LOLMDS Na-
tional Champion; had his best
points finish of the young season.
"Our car rolled around the top early

on, and we were passing cars. No
doubt it's the best we have run all
week. I think I used up the edges of
the tires getting to the front, and
from then on I couldn't stay with
Eddie and Devin," said the driver of
the Rowland Racing, Widow Wax
Car Care Products, Club 29 Ford.

Completing the top ten were
Brandon Sheppard, Mason Zeigler,
Bobby Pierce, Steve Francis, and
Dan Stone.

In preliminary action, Dan Stone
set the overall Miller Welders Fast
Time (Group A) amongst the 41 en-
trants, with a lap of 15.481 sec-
onds. Eddie Carrier Jr. set the
fastest time in Group B with a time
of 15.838 seconds. Scott
Bloomquist, Earl Pearson Jr., Jared
Landers and Devin Moran won
their respective heat races. Billy
Moyer Jr. and Tim Dohm won their
respective B-Mains.

Billy Moyer Marches

into Victory Lane

Thursday Night at East

Bay Raceway Park
TAMPA, FL - Billy Moyer took the

lead on lap 6 and never looked
back as he marched on to his 24th
Winternationals win Thursday night
at East Bay Raceway Park. Billy
Moyer and Brandon Sheppard bat-
tled back and forth for several laps
until Moyer finally mastered a con-
sistent line around the famed "Clay
by the Bay" and set-sail on his way
to victory lane. Following Moyer to
the stripe were Mike Benedum,
Brandon Sheppard, Steve Case-
bolt, and Dennis Franklin.

"It feels good to get back to vic-
tory lane at East Bay, They went
out and worked on the track after
the B-mains, and it turned out
pretty much how I thought it would.
We have led every night down
here, and we were finally able to
get the finish we wanted. I want to
thank my crew for all of their hard
work."

Sheppard led the first lap, but
Moyer charged by him for the lead
on the second circuit. Sheppard
then fought back to regain the point
by lap five as the duo raced side-
by-side around the 1/3rd mile clay
oval. Moyer finally forged ahead of
Sheppard on lap 6 and distanced
himself from Sheppard.

Benedum; in his best career run
in a LOLMDS event would make it
a three-car battle for the lead.
Moyer entered heavy traffic by lap
18, and Moyer maneuvered his
way through lap-traffic until a cau-
tion came out on lap 25 that
cleared the way. Benedum got the

jump on Sheppard as he pounced
on the second spot during the en-
suing restart. Moyer darted away
from the field and maintained a
safe distance the rest of the race to
take his first victory of the season,
and the 791st of his Hall of Fame
career.

"I want to thank all of my spon-
sors; there are a bunch of them;
Henderson Motorsports, Garnant
Family Farms, Messilla Valley
Transportation, Karl Performance,
Clements Racing Engines, Long-
horn Chassis, and everyone else
who helps with our race team."

Benedum was extremely happy
with his finish and was over-
whelmed with emotion in victory
lane. "To run with guys like Moyer,
O'Neal, Owens, and those guys, I
am tickled to death. We have
switched back-and-forth between
the Rocket and Longhorn in the last
two weeks. We had the Rocket out
here tonight. I can't thank my crew
enough; they have worked so hard

on the car. This is just unbeliev-
able."

Completing the top ten were;
Bobby Pierce, Jared Landers,
Stormy Scott, Jimmy Owens, and
David Fieber.

In preliminary action, Billy Moyer
Jr. set the overall Miller Welders
Fast Time (Group A) amongst the
44 entrants, with a lap of 15.797
seconds. Brandon Sheppard set
the fastest time in Group B with a
time of 16.036 seconds. Billy Moyer
Jr., Don O'Neal, Brandon Sheppard
and Billy Moyer won their respec-
tive heat races. Vic Hill and Dennis
Franklin won their respective B-
Mains.
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Winternationals Friday Event

at East Bay

Eddie Carrier Jr. slides his way through the turn at East Bay Race-

way Park while winning the Friday night $10,000-to-win main

event. (PAUL ARCH photo)

BILLY MOYER
(PAUL ARCH photo)



TAMPA, FL - Josh
Richards took the lead
from Billy Moyer on
lap 17 and raced on to
take the Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series
win Wednesday Night
at East Bay Raceway
Park. It was Richards'
fourth career win at
"The Clay by the Bay."
Florida native Mark
Whitener had his best
career LOLMDS finish

by taking second ahead of 25th
starting, Steve Francis, Don
O'Neal, and Billy Moyer.

Richards started third and rock-
eted to the lead on the opening lap
of the 35-lap event. He led until
Moyer passed him for the top spot
on lap eight. Moyer then held the
advantage over Richards for sev-
eral laps as the two drivers
swapped the lead. Richards retook
the lead with 19 laps remaining and
never looked back.

"We had a really good car all
night. It was tough sitting out most
of last year; it makes you appreci-
ate this sport even more. We have
always run well here at East Bay. I
want to thank all of my crew, my
dad, and Steve Baker as well. I
also have to thank our sponsors
Valvoline, Seubert Calf Ranches,
Ace Metal Works, Ernie D's, Petroff
Towing, Durham Racing Engines,
and of course Rocket Chassis."

"The track was weird like last
night. The heats and B-mains were
really good. Our car ran better up
top in three and four and we had to
get down low going into one. These
hard tires take some time getting
used to. You have to have momen-
tum and be smooth on them. I think
the track did a great job with the
track."

Whitener was extremely happy
with his runner-up finish. "To run
second in a Lucas Oil race is just
terrific, these guys are the best-of-
the-best. I don't really have a whole
lot of experience on open motor
racing, but we proved as a team we
have what it takes to run up front. I
have to thank Dave's Towing, Miller
Lite, and Barry Wright Race Cars."

Francis broke a rocker arm be-
fore his heat race and took a fast
time provisional starting spot. Fran-
cis would roar from the last row to
finish third. "Our car has been fast
the last two times out. If we can
beat the gremlins, we are going to
win some races here soon. I want

to thank Clint Bowyer, Georgia
Boot and Crawford Supply, and all
of our other sponsors for their
help."

Completing the top ten were
Brandon Sheppard, Tim Dohm,
Devin Moran, Earl Pearson Jr., and
Jason Papich.

In preliminary action, Tim Dohm
set the overall Miller Welders Fast
Time (Group A) amongst the 43 en-
trants, with a lap of 14.663 sec-
onds. Steve Francis set the fastest
time in Group B with a time of
14.844 seconds. Billy Moyer, Den-
nis Erb Jr., Devin Moran and Josh
Richards won their respective heat
races. Jason Papich and Don
O'Neal won their respective B-
Mains. Dan Stone won the
DirtonDirt.com Strawberry Dash.

Dennis Erb Jr. Wins

Opening Night of East

Bay Raceway Park

Winternationals
TAMPA, FL - Dennis Erb Jr. took

the lead on lap ten and won a
thrilling feature event on the open-
ing night of the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series Winternationals
at East Bay Raceway Park. Erb's
seventh career win at "The Clay by
the Bay" was hard fought early on
as he and Billy Moyer had a back
and forth battle for the lead.

Earl Pearson Jr. came home
second after skating by Moyer on
lap 14. Moyer then held off a furi-
ous late-race rally from Bobby
Pierce to take third. Pierce started

16th on the grid and wound up
fourth with Brandon Sheppard
coming home in fifth.

"It feels good to get the win on
the first night. It seemed like no one
could get any traction out there.
Turns three and four were slick and
one and two were hammer-down. I
guess we were just lucky to pull
away from those guys. Billy [Moyer]
and I had a really good race at the
start. I didn't know what was going
on behind me. All I know is that turn
four was hard to get out of. The
fans definitely saw an exciting race,
but our cars were a handful to
drive," said Erb.

"I would like to thank Barry
Wright Race Cars and Jay Dickens
Race Engines. It was the first time
we've run this combination here.
We ran really well on Saturday
Night at Golden Isles. I want to
thank my crew chief, Heather Lyne,
my sponsors, McBride Mack, JR
McBride Leasing, Cheap Cars,
PRC, Midwest Sheet Metal, Maxi-

mum Racing Oils, M&S Concrete,
and Ohlins."

The race for the lead between
Erb and Moyer was spectacular in
the first six laps of the race. Each
led three circuits, and then Moyer
led three more until Erb wrestled
the lead away from him for good on
lap ten. 

Pearson was happy with his run-
ner-up finish. "Our car was good all
night; these hard tires are some-
thing to deal with on this race track.
It was a pretty good race, and try-
ing to get traction was difficult. I
want to thank Lucas Oil Products
and Dunn-Benson Ford. We will be
back tomorrow night and give it an-
other shot."

Moyer, the winningest Late
Model driver in Winternationals his-
tory [with 23 victories] was pleased
with his third place car. "As it turned
out, Dennis had the best car. My
car kept jumping in-and-out of gear;
I am not making excuses, it just
happened. We just have to figure
out these tires and go from there.
We have had a good start to
speedweeks and we hope to con-
tinue that momentum here tomor-
row night," said the driver the
Henderson Motorsports and Gar-
nant Family Longhorn Chassis.

Completing the top ten were
Dennis Franklin, Josh Richards,
Billy Moyer Jr., Eddie Carrier, Jr.
and Jason Papich.

In preliminary action, Dennis Erb
Jr. set the overall Miller Welders
Fast Time (Group A) amongst the
42 entrants, with a lap of 15.177
seconds. Billy Moyer set the fastest
time in Group B with a time of
15.273 seconds. Dennis Erb Jr.,
Stormy Scott, Billy Moyer and Earl
Pearson Jr. won their respective
heat races. Jimmy Owens and
Mark Whitener won their respective
B-Mains. Jason Papich won the
DirtonDirt.com Strawberry Dash.
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at East Bay Raceway Park

Josh Richards takes the turn at East Bay Raceway Park on his way

to victory. (PAUL ARCH photo)

Dennis Erb Jr. garners the check and the honors for winning the

opening night of the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series Winterna-

tionals at East Bay Raceway Park. (PAUL ARCH photo)



BRUNSWICK, GA
- Jonathan Davenport
finally closed the deal
on Saturday Night at
Golden Isles Speed-
way. Davenport had
led during both of the
previous two nights,
but suffered misfor-
tune and was unable
to finish either feature.
On the final night of
the Georgia Boot
Super Bowl of Racing;

in front of a record-breaking crowd
for the famed speedway; Daven-
port picked up his fifth career Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series win.

Friday Night's winner, Earl Pear-
son Jr. finished second, followed by
Brandon Sheppard, Scott
Bloomquist, and Ross Bailes
rounded out five in an exciting fi-
nale to the Georgia Boot Super
Bowl of Racing.

"We finally got it done! We have
been fast all weekend, but we've
just had some bad luck happen or
we could have had three-in-a-row. I
love coming down here to race, it's
fun to run in front of this size crowd.
It's the most people I have ever
seen here. It was also special to
win for LeRoy Rumley, today is his
79th birthday."

Davenport earned his third
straight Miller Welders Fast Time
Award of the weekend during time
trials earlier in the night and won
his heat race. At the start of the 50-
lap main event, he stormed to the
lead. Ross Bailes settled into sec-
ond and trailed Davenport, until
sixth-place starter Jared Landers
got by him.

Landers charged after Daven-
port for the lead, assuming the
point on lap 22. Landers led until
his left rear wheel broke on lap 30.
Landers slowed right in front of
Davenport forcing him to take eva-
sive action. Davenport led the re-
maining 20 laps of the race to
record the victory. A tire and wheel
from Mike Benedum's car came off
on the final lap, and stacked the
field for a final drag race to the
checkers. Davenport pulled away
and sailed on to the victory in con-
vincing style.

"I was coming to the checkered
flag and there was a tire and wheel
from somebody's car flying through
the air. They threw the caution
then. It was a little scary. I was hop-
ing I wouldn't run into it. I'm like
darn I have to run one more lap.

But anyway, it all worked out for us.
I have to thank all my sponsors; TS
Crane Service, Sundance Serv-
ices, Sundance Flowback Well
Testing, Mega Plumbing of the Car-
olinas, Longhorn Chassis, and of
course, LeRoy and Kevin Rumley
for building such good engines."

Pearson moved into second
place on lap 31 and stayed there
throughout the remainder of the
race. Despite three cautions over
the last 19 laps of the race, Pear-
son could never get close enough
after the restarts to challenge Dav-
enport. "He [Davenport] has had
the fastest car all weekend, no
doubt about it. It was another good
point's night for us. I want to thank
all these fans for coming out
tonight. The grandstands and the
pits were packed. It's good to see.
It's such a good race track. I am
glad all the hard work they put in
paid off."

"I didn't have anything for
Jonathan. Like I said he's been fast
all three days. To go home with a
win and a second-place finish we
have to feel real good about this as
a team. Like I said last night, two
months ago we had nothing. Carl-
ton and Kemp Lamm have done a
great job to build this team back up
and being away from the sport for
eight years. I have to thank Dunn-
Benson Ford and Lucas Oil Prod-
ucts. Ronnie Stuckey from Black
Diamond Race Cars and Andy
Durham from Durham Racing En-

gines."
Sheppard, like Davenport had

run well the two previous nights
without the results to show for it.
"We had a tough couple of nights
here Thursday and Friday. We felt
like we had a car that could have
won either night. To finish third
tonight after changing engines from
last night, we will take it and head
to East Bay, said the driver of the
Kid's Castle, Valvoline, Rocket
Chassis entry.

Completing the top ten were
Dennis Erb Jr., Donald McIntosh,

Kenny Pettyjohn, Jimmy Owens,
and Stormy Scott.

In preliminary action, Jonathan
Davenport set the overall Miller
Welders Fast Time (Group A)
amongst the 32 entrants, with a lap
of 15.213 seconds. Jared Landers
set the fastest time in Group B with
a time of 15.461 seconds.
Jonathan Davenport, Ross Bailes,
Earl Pearson Jr. and Billy Moyer Jr.
won their respective heat races.
Kenny PettyJohn and Gregg Sat-
terlee won their respective B-
Mains.
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Super Bowl of Racing Finale

Jonathan Davenport waves to the crowd from Golden Isles Speed-

wayʼs victory lane after winning the Georgia Bot Super Bowl of

Racing finale. (LODLMS photo)



BRUNSWICK, GA
- Earl Pearson Jr.'s
29th career Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series
victory may have been
one of his most mem-
orable. The popular 4-
t i m e N a t i o n a l
Champion raced in
front of his hometown
fans and friends col-
lected the win on Fri-
day Night at the

Georgia Boot Super Bowl of Rac-
ing at Golden Isles Speedway.
Pearson reunited with the Dunn-
Benson Motorsports team this year.
He led the final nine laps of the
race to score his first win of 2015 in
the Lucas Oil Products Dunn-Ben-
son Ford entry for car-owners Carl-
ton and Kemp Lamm.

Pearson took over top spot from
race-leader Ross Bailes, who suf-
fered a flat tire coming off of turn
number four with nine laps remain-
ing. Pearson then held off Jared
Landers and Scott Bloomquist to
take the win. Donald McIntosh had
his best career LOLMDS finish with
fourth place, followed by Stormy
Scott.

"It is great to come back to
Golden Isles, which is one of my fa-
vorite tracks. To run here in front of
all of these people, and then to win
it, all I can say is, they saw a heck
of a race. Once the five car [Bailes]
had that flat, I knew I had a good
chance to win."

"The track crew did a great job
on the track today. After all the rain
they had Wednesday Night, it was
very racy and I think we all put on a
good show. I have to thank Dunn-
Benson Ford, Lucas Oil Products,
Midwest Sheet Metal, Moree's En-
terprises, Sunoco, and Ohlins. This
Black Diamond Race Cars by Ron-
nie Stuckey and Andy Durham
Racing Engines combination is
going to be really good this year",
stated Pearson.

Jonathan Davenport bolted to
the lead early on, but Ross Bailes
quickly made it a two-car battle.
Bailes pressured Davenport sev-
eral times, as the ran side-by-side
on a few occasions. Davenport of-
ficially led the first 36 laps of the
race until he ended up on the hook
with broken right front suspension.
The mishap marked the second
straight night that Davenport would
leave the race while leading.

Bailes led until lap 42 when he

suffered a flat left rear tire. Pearson
inherited the lead with Brandon
Sheppard and Jared Landers in hot
pursuit. On the restart Pearson
held off hard-charging Landers for
the win with Bloomquist coming in
third.

Landers was extremely happy
with the performance of his Crop
Production Services-sponsored
Sweet-Bloomquist car. "I couldn't
be happier with the way we ran
tonight. The car was good all night.
I kind of messed up on the last
restart and lost a few spots. We will
try to get the car better for tomor-
row night. It is a very good way to
start the points off," stated Landers.

Bloomquist started 13th, and
moved into third place near the end
of the race and was really happy for
Landers. "He did a good job
tonight, I wasn't sure if I was ever
going to get into the top five from
where we started. After not running
the first race last year, we had to
play catch-up the rest of the sea-
son. I want to thank all of my new
sponsors; Reece Monument Com-
pany, Mark Martin Automotive,
Petroff Towing, and also a big thank
you to Ole Smoky Moonshine,
Penske Shocks and Hawkeye
Trucking."

Completing the top ten were
Chris Madden, Don O'Neal, Kenny
Pettyjohn, Jason Papich, and
Gregg Satterlee.

In preliminary action, Jonathan
Davenport set the overall Miller
Welders Fast Time (Group B)
amongst the 33 entrants, with a lap
of 15.388 seconds. Ross Bailes set
the fastest time in Group A with a
time of 15.431 seconds. Ross
Bailes, Stormy Scott, Jonathan
Davenport and Jason Papich won
their respective heat races. Chris
Madden won the B-Main.

Eddie Carrier Jr.

Claims Opening Night

of Georgia Boot Super

Bowl of Racing
BRUNSWICK, GA - Eddie Car-

rier Jr. passed Brandon Sheppard
on the final lap to win the first night
of the Georgia Boot Super Bowl of
Racing at Golden Isles Speedway
on Thursday Night. Carrier picked
up the $7,000 first place prize for
the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries-sanctioned Edwin Coggins
Memorial in his Carl Grover Motor-

sports, Optima Batteries, Rocket
Chassis Ford. Brandon Sheppard
led for most of the race but made a
costly error on the last lap as he
rolled his right front nosepiece
under his car on the last turn.

Carrier's win in the Edwin Cog-
gins Memorial kicks off three
straight nights of racing at the
4/10ths refurbished oval. Stormy
Scott finished second, followed by
Sheppard, Steve Francis, and
Scott Bloomquist.

"I am not really sure what hap-
pened on that last lap, but I am
happy for the win, he [Sheppard]
pushed up the track in turn two and
then he got up on the berm in turns
three and four and couldn't get out
of it. The track workers did a good
job with race track tonight; they
kept working and working on it.
With all the rain they had last night,
the track was extremely fast and
racy," said Carrier.

"We worked all winter on our
race program. Our last race of
2014 was the Dirt Track World
Championship at Portsmouth. To
come down here and win the first
night out, it's just a tremendous
honor to race against these guys;
they are the best in the business! I
was hoping for a Rocket 1-2 finish.
I have to thank Carl Grover, Optima
Batteries, Engines Inc. of Ohio,
Grover Racing Engines. I have to
thank Josh McGuire for coming
down and working with us. He and
his wife just had a baby last month.
He was going to fly home before
East Bay, but maybe I can get him
to stay through next week if he can
find a babysitter."

In a wild 30-lap event, Carrier
led the first lap before yielding to
Sheppard, who roared from his
fifth-starting spot to grab the lead.
Jonathan Davenport who started
on the outside of the front row fell
back to third in the early going but
picked up the pace as he moved by

Sheppard to take the lead on lap
seven. Davenport held the top spot
until he left the race under caution
after ten laps were scored with
overheating issues.

Sheppard inherited the top spot
as Davenport retired. He was the
car to beat for most of the race, but
misfortune struck on the last lap as
the right front of his nosepiece dug
into the track causing him to nearly
lose control of his car. As he en-
tered turn three, Sheppard's car
rode the cushion as Carrier slipped
by underneath of him to take the
win.

Stormy Scott also got by Shep-
pard on the final lap to take the run-
ner-up finish. "That was a crazy
finish. I thought I was going to set-
tle for third and then Brandon
jumped the cushion out there and
we were able to clear him. Man
what a finish for us! I have to thank
Bryan Rowland Racing, Widow
Wax, and Roadrunner Trucking,
and Crane", stated Scott.

Sheppard showed his disap-
pointment afterwards. "We had a
super-strong car tonight. I thought
I had a big enough lead out there. I
hit that burm in two and it folded the
nosepiece back enough to where I
couldn't turn it. You hate to give one
away like that. We will try again to-
morrow night and give it everything
we have again and hopefully get
the win."

Completing the top ten were
Gregg Satterlee, Kenny Pettyjohn,
Devin Moran, Chris Brown, and
Mike Benedum.

In preliminary action, Jonathan
Davenport set the overall Miller
Welders Fast Time (Group B)
amongst the 33 entrants, with a lap
of 15.172 seconds. Earl Pearson
Jr. set the fastest time in Group A
with a time of 15.347 seconds. Earl
Pearson Jr., Eddie Carrier Jr.,
Jonathan Davenport, and Steve
Francis won their respective heats.  
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Lane in Georgia Boot Super

Bowl of Racing at Golden Isles

Earl Pearson Jr. waves the checkers to the fans after winning the

Georgia Boot Super Bowl of Racig at Golden Isles Speedway.

(LOLMDS photo)





NEW SMYRNA,
FL - After the long haul
to Florida, Ty Majeski
will be able to bring a
trophy back home.  

The 20-year old
from Seymour, Wis-
consin, made a late
pass from Garrett
Jones Saturday to win
the 35-lap Super Late
Model feature on the
second night of the
49th Annual World Se-
ries of Asphalt Stock
Car Racing at New
Smyrna.

"It's awesome to come down
here and drive 24 hours and repre-
sent the midwest," Majeski said.
"There's a ton of great racers up
there and this ones for all those
guys up there."

Majeski started ninth after being
second fastest in qualifying and the
invert of the top 10 for the feature.
He used the low line to slice his
way to the front and get to Jones by
Lap 25.

"I don't know if the guys were
spinning the tires or what, but I was
getting really good restarts and got
good runs," said Majeski. "And in
these 35-lap races, you've really
got to go and take every opportu-
nity you've got."

After five laps of battling side-by-
side -- with Jones maintaining the
slim lead -- Majeski was able to
slide past him into the lead.

"I got up front and started run-
ning down the leader,” Majeski. “He
was real tight in (Turns) 1 and 2
and I could get underneath him, but
it was real tough to pass. I guess I
would have expected him to do the
same to me. We made a little con-
tact and (it was) just short track rac-
ing.

"I just tried to keep being me-
thodical about it and tried to be as
clean as possible. I had to use him
up just a little bit -- nothing too dirty
or anything. It was an awesome
race and hopefully the fans enjoyed
it."

Said Jones, who settled for sec-
ond: "Me and Ty were side by side
for a while there. We were holding
our own on the outside. We made a
little contact in Turn 1 -- he roughed
me up a bit and got by me. He was
definitely by far the fastest car
tonight and I was just glad to be
racing up front. I think we'll get us
one before the end of the World
Series."

Paul Schafer Jr. finished third,
followed by Joey Mucciacciaro and
Steve Wallace.

Bobby Wilberg, Natalie Decker,
Austin Nason, NASCAR K&N Pro
Series East driver Dave Garbo Jr.
and Zane Smith rounded out the
top 10.

Sixteen-year-old Decker, also
from Wisconsin, will drive for the
NASCAR Drive for Diversity pro-
gram in a NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series Late Model for
Rev Racing. K&N Pro Series East
driver Rico Abreu finished 12th.

After winning Friday, Harrison
Burtonʼs chances ended early with
a flat left tire on Lap 3. The 14-year
old son of former NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series driver Jeff Burton fin-
ished 26th.

Ryan Preece and Spencer
Davis were both back in Victory
Lane after losing their wins in post-
race technical inspections Friday
night.

Preece took the lead from
Chuck Hossfeld with six to go in the
35-lap feature to earn his first Tour-
Type Modified win at New Smyrna
since 2008.  J.R. Bertuccio Jr was
third, followed by Justin Bonsignore
and Jimmy Zacharias.

"Chucky was real strong there at
the end," Preece said. "We had
some forward bite. We were real
good last night. Tonight we where
just a tick off. We'll be back on
Monday and see what we can do."

Davis took the lead back from
Tyler Thomas with three laps to go
in the 35-lap Pro Modified feature.
The two-time NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series Vermont cham-
pion Todd Stone finished third.

Sheldon Creed and Michael Lira
rounded out the top-five. 

Cameron Ray won his first ever
World Series 35-lap Florida Modi-
fied race after a wreck took out the
top three leaders Kevyn Terry, Jerry
Symons and Tank Tucker. Michael
Burns won the 50-lap Joey Coulter
Pro Truck Series race. Robbie
Yoakam earned the win in the 40-
lap Mini Stock feature.

Flint Creek Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Flint

Creek Speedway promotes “Fast
and Furious Friday Nights.” The
competition is about to be ratch-
eted up another notch as the east-
ern Oklahoma oval has joined the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries for the 2015 season.

“Flint Creek Speedway is a great
addition to the NASCAR family,”

said George Silbermann,
NASCARʼs vice president for re-
gional and touring series. “Okla-
homa has a fantastic dirt racing
following and we are elated that
fans have a new opportunity to
watch NASCAR racing on a weekly
basis.”

Flint Creek, located just four
miles west of the Arkansas border
in West Siloam Springs, Oklahoma,
is the latest in a flurry of additions to
NASCARʼs weekly racing program.
The .375-mile red clay oval, which
originally opened in 1987, joins
Salina Highbanks Speedway in
Pryor as the second NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series facility
in The Sooner State.

Salina has been NASCAR-sanc-
tioned since 2011 and competes on
Saturdays.

Established in 1982, the
Continued on the next page…
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Ty Majeski earned the 35-lap Super Late Model feature win at New

Smyrna (Fla.) Speedway's 49th Annual World Series of Asphalt

Stock Car Racing Saturday night. (JASON CHRISTLEY/NASCAR

photo)
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NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series is
NASCARʼs national
championship program
for weekly short track
auto racing. Competi-
tors at more than 50
paved and dirt tracks
throughout North
America vie for track,
state and province,
and overall series
championships in Divi-
sions I-V.

"We're really ex-
cited about the oppor-
tunity to bring

NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing to Flint Creek Speed-
way,” said track owner Jacob Frese
Sr. “This was not just a competitor-
driven decision, this was also for
our fans. It's going to be a fantastic
level of racing that is only available
at select dirt tracks in the country,
and we are proud to now be one of
them. We want to thank the contin-
ued support of our fans, drivers and
sponsors and we look forward to an
awesome 2015 and beyond."

Flint Creekʼs first night of
NASCAR-sanctioned competition
will be Friday, March 27. Modifieds
will be designated NASCAR Divi-
sion I at Flint Creek while the B-
modifieds will be Division II, grand
nationals Division III, pure stocks
Division IV and dwarf cars Division
V.

Brian Williams is the reigning
track titlist out of the modified divi-
sion.

Connecticut-based Whelen En-
gineering is the seriesʼ title spon-
sor. Whelen Engineering is a
leading manufacturer of automo-
tive, aviation, industrial and emer-
gency vehicle lighting. NASCAR
tracks and pace cars across North
America and Europe are among
the many showcases for Whelen
products.

For more information on Flint
Creek Speedway, please visit
www.flintcreekspeedway.com.

Madison International

Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Bring-

ing “Wisconsinʼs Fastest Half Mile”
into the Home Tracks family,
NASCAR announced today that
Madison International Speedway
has joined the NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series for the 2015
season.

The half-mile, high-banked oval,
which also has a quarter-mile track
in the infield, is located less than 20

minutes outside of Madison (Wis-
consin). Originally built as a quar-
ter-mile dirt track, Madison was
redesigned and paved in 1969.
With the new partnership, Madison
becomes the third NASCAR-sanc-
tioned weekly track in Wisconsin
joining LaCrosse and Cedar Lake
Speedways.

“We are pleased to welcome
Madison International Speedway to
the NASCAR family,” said George
Silbermann, NASCARʼs vice presi-
dent for regional and touring series.
“Madison is a fantastic facility with
a rich history of stock car racing in
Wisconsin that features great com-
petition every Friday night and we
welcome the opportunity to bring
weekly NASCAR racing to its dedi-
cated fans.”

Established in 1982, the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries is NASCARʼs national champi-
onship program for weekly short
track auto racing. Competitors at
more than 50 paved and dirt tracks
throughout North America vie for
track, state and province, and over-
all series championships in Divi-
sions I-V.

“We are excited and ready to be
a part of the NASCAR family,” said
MIS owner Gregg McKarns. “While
I am new to Madison, I have
worked with the NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series before at other
tracks in the Midwest. The program
NASCAR offers to short tracks is
good for the competitors, fans and
the community.”

Madisonʼs first night of
NASCAR-sanctioned competition
will be Friday, May 15. Late Models
are the feature division at Madison,
and will be designated NASCAR
Division I. The Sportsman will com-
pete as Division II and Bandits in
Division III.

Connecticut-based Whelen En-
gineering is the seriesʼ title spon-
sor. Whelen Engineering is a
leading manufacturer of automo-
tive, aviation, industrial and emer-
gency vehicle lighting. NASCAR
tracks and pace cars across North
America and Europe are among
the many showcases for Whelen
products.

For more information on Madi-
son International Speedway,
please visit their newly updated
website at:  www.misracing.com.

Sunset Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL -

NASCAR announced today that
Ontario, Canadaʼs Sunset Speed-
way has joined the NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series program as
a weekly NASCAR Home Track for
the 2015 season.

The .333-mile, high-banked oval
is located in Innisfil, Ontario, just 40
minutes north of Toronto. Sunset
Speedway, which originally opened
in 1968, will become the third
NASCAR-sanctioned weekly track
in Canada.

“We are pleased to welcome
Sunset Speedway to the NASCAR
family,” said George Silbermann,
NASCARʼs vice president for re-
gional and touring series. “Sunset
is a fantastic facility with great com-
petition and it will anchor NASCAR
racing in Ontario.”

Established in 1982, the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries is NASCARʼs national champi-
onship program for weekly short
track auto racing. Competitors at
more than 50 paved and dirt tracks
throughout North America vie for
track, state and province, and over-
all series championships in Divi-
sions I-V.

Sunset will also play host to the
NASCAR Canadian Tire Series on
June 20 for the Leland Industries
300 presented by Johnsonville.

“It is a very exciting year for me
and the whole Sunset team,” said
Mark Dilley, Sunset Speedwayʼs
general manager. “Our goal has al-
ways been to host a NASCAR, and
that day has finally come. Not only
will we have the inaugural Leland
Industries 300 presented by John-
sonville, but we will see a full year
of NASCAR racing with the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries. It is a great opportunity for all
of the fans, competitors and staff at
Sunset, and I am proud to be a part
of it.”

Sunsetʼs first night of NASCAR-
sanctioned competition will be Sat-
urday, May 2. Late models are the
feature division at Sunset, and will

be designated NASCAR Division I.
The super stocks will compete as
Division II, mini stocks Division III
and mighty minis Division IV.

Connecticut-based Whelen En-
gineering is the seriesʼ title spon-
sor. Whelen Engineering is a
leading manufacturer of automo-
tive, aviation, industrial and emer-
gency vehicle lighting. NASCAR
tracks and pace cars across North
America and Europe are among
the many showcases for Whelen
products.

For more information on Sunset
Speedway, please visit sunset-
speedway.ca.

Southern National

Champion Haley Moody

Wins NASCARʼs Diverse

Driver Award
LUCAMA, NC - Haley Moodyʼs

championship season at Southern
National Motorsports Park has
earned the 19-year-old driver
NASCARʼs Diverse Driver Award
which she will accept at the Day-
tona International Speedway on
February 20th.

The Diverse Driver Award rec-
ognizes Moody, from Kinston, for
her on-track performance as well
as her influence as a role model for
women in and out of the sport.

“I think it's pretty cool they would
pick me out of everybody in the
NASCAR world,” Moody said.
“Even, like Jamey [Caudill] said, I'm
not in the NASCAR Drive for Diver-
sity program and they would still
choose me, I think that's pretty big.”

Moody is the daughter of the late
Jerry Moody, a longtime car owner
at Southern National Motorsports
Park.  Haley Moody raced at
Southern National Motorsports
Park through the duration of the
2014 season, scoring three wins
and winning the championship in
the Limited Late Model division –
her first championship of any kind.

Moody says being a woman in a
male dominated sport is a chal-
lenge despite seeing herself not as
a female racer but as a racer.
Throughout her career, sheʼs been
raced with less respect and looked
down upon by some of her male
competitors but she says it hasnʼt
shaken her resolve as a competi-
tor.

“The racecar doesn't know if it's
a female or a male driving it,”
Moody explained.  “We're all the
same.  When I get in the car, I'm
just another one of the guys trying
to win the race or win champi-
onships.  All girls can tell you, peo-
ple look down on us trying to

Continued on the next page…
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Haley Moody poses on track at

Southern National Motorsports

Park. (FRAMEWORKS PHO-

TOGRAPHY photo)



Continued…

become something in a male dom-
inated sport.  They think it can't
happen.  It doesn't matter; we're
raced differently because we're
girls.  It doesn't shake my confi-
dence in any way.  It doesn't bring
me down.  I just want to win races
and keep having success.”

Moodyʼs championship came in
her rookie season in Limited Late
Model competition.  She scored
three wins, 16 top-five finishes and
23 top-10 finishes in 2014 with all
three wins coming at Southern Na-
tional.  She was nominated for the
Diverse Driver Award by George
Silbermann, NASCARʼs Vice Pres-
ident of Regional and Touring Se-
ries.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - South

Boston Speedway officials honored
the 2014 champions and presented
other accolades Saturday, Jan. 10
at a special awards ceremony at
the Berry Hill Resort and Confer-
ence Center in South Boston.

The top three finishers in the
NASCAR Whelen All American
Late Model Stock Car Division, the
Limited Sportsman Division, the
Budweiser Pure Stock Division, the
Modified Division and the Hornets
Division were all honored at the
ceremony.

The 2014 champions included
Peyton Sellers in the NASCAR
Whelen All American Late Model
Stock Car Division; Danny Willis Jr.
in the Limited Sportsman Division;
Greg Autry in the Budweiser Pure
Stock Division; Jimmy Humblet in
the Modified Division; and Kevin
Currin in the Hornets Division.

The division runner-ups in 2014
included Matt Bowling in the
NASCAR Whelen All American
Late Model Stock Car Division; J.D.
Eversole in the Limited Sportsman
Division; Bruce Mayo in the Bud-
weiser Pure Stock Division; Mike
Rudy in the Modified Division; and
Austin Milam in the Hornets Divi-
sion.

Third-place finishers in the 2014
division battles included Austin
Thaxton in the NASCAR Whelen
All American Late Model Stock Car
Division; Trey Crews in the Limited
Sportsman Division; Johnny Layne
in the Budweiser Pure Stock Divi-
sion; Joe Scarborough in the Mod-
ified Division; and Bobby Fleming
in the Hornets Division.

Awards for the most victories in
2014 were presented to Lee Pul-
liam in the NASCAR Whelen All
American Late Model Stock Car Di-
vision; Willis and Eversole in the

Limited Sportsman Division; and
Autry in the Budweiser Pure Stock
Division.

Awards for the AR Bodies most
pole positions earned in 2014 were
claimed by Bowling in the NASCAR
Whelen All American Late Model
Stock Car Division; Willis in the
Limited Sportsman Division; and
Autry in the Budweiser Pure Stock
Division.

The lap leader awards for the
season were claimed by Bowling in
the NASCAR Whelen All American
Late Model Stock Car Division;
Willis in the Limited Sportsman Di-
vision; and Autry in the Budweiser
Pure Stock Division.

Other awards presented Satur-
day night included Michael
Maresca, Rookie of the Year in the
NASCAR Whelen All American
Late Model Stock Car Division;
Crews, Rookie of the Year in the
Limited Sportsman Division; Willis,
South Boston Speedwayʼs Overall
Most Popular Driver; and Kaz
Grala; UNOH Youth Achievement
Award.

The 2015 NASCAR Whelen All
American Series season at South
Boston Speedway is just around
the corner. A pair of 100-lap races
for the NASCAR Whelen All Amer-
ican Late Model Stock Car Division
will highlight the first event of the
season on Saturday, March 14.
That first event will also feature ac-
tion for the Limited Sportsman Di-
vision, the Budweiser Pure Stock
Division and the Hornets Division.

A season pass to see every
scheduled event in 2015 can be
purchased for only $150 and sea-
son ticket holders will not only gain
entry into every event during the
upcoming season, they will also be
invited to a special preseason
event on Saturday, March 7.

South Boston Speedway will
host its annual Media Day on Sat-
urday, March 7. Season ticket hold-
ers will be able to take part in an
exclusive picnic and meet and
greet session with the competitors
who will be on hand that day for the
final preseason practice before the
new season begins one week later.

Also highlighting the upcoming
schedule in 2015 will be the annual
pre-Fourth of July racing event at
Americaʼs Hometown Track on Fri-
day, July 3. In addition to a 200-lap
NASCAR Whelen All American
Late Model Stock Car Division
race, a 100-lap Limited Sportsman
Division event, and a 50-lap Bud-
weiser Pure Stock Division clash,
the July 3 event will also feature
South Boston Speedwayʼs annual
Fireworks Extravaganza.

The 2015 schedule includes four

major touring series events. The
track will host two races for the
touring NASCAR Whelen Southern
Modified Tour. Those events are
slated for April 4 and Sept. 19. Two
races for the PASS Super Late
Model Series are also on the
schedule for June 6 and Aug. 15.

For more information visit the
track's website or phone the track
at (434) 572-4947 or toll free at 1-
877-440-1540. Information can
also be found by following South
Boston Speedway on Facebook or
Twitter.

Kingsport Speedway/

Lonesome Pine Raceway
COEBURN, Va. – Robbie Alli-

son, the son of Davey Allison and
grandson of NASCAR Hall of Fame
driver Bobby Allison, is set for his
first stock-car season in 2015. Alli-
son plans to compete at both
Kingsport (Tenn.) Speedway and
Lonesome Pine Raceway in the
Street Stock division.

Allison has competed the last
two seasons in the Allison Legacy
Series and TaG karts. This season,
however, marks the 23-year-oldʼs
first season behind the wheel of a
stock-car.

“I was very surprised at how
comfortable the full body car was
compared to the smaller cars I
have raced,” Allison said on the
transition.

Allison made the trip to South-
west Virginiaʼs Lonesome Pine
Raceway on Wednesday to test in
preparation for the upcoming sea-
son. After nearly six hours behind

the wheel, Allison is ready to race.
“Iʼm very excited about the up-

coming season,” remarked Allison
between test runs. “Duke (Bare)
and Tony (Vance) gave me great
feedback about the cars.”

As for goals this season, Allison
just wants to settle in and learn in a
Street Stock before moving to a
Late Model Stock next season.

“My goals for this season are to
learn as much as I can and have a
good season at Lonesome Pine
(Raceway) and Kingsport (Speed-
way).”

Allisonʼs grandfather, Bobby Al-
lison, was also on hand to watch
his grandson turn laps around the
banked 0.375-mile oval. The 1983
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series cham-
pion was well pleased with his
grandsonʼs performance in his first
time in a stock-car.

“Iʼm pleased with (Robbieʼs) per-
formance in the test and Iʼm look-
ing forward to his next step,” said
Allison. “Iʼm eternally grateful to the
folks of Kingsport Speedway and
Lonesome Pine Raceway.”

“Weʼre very excited to have Rob-
bie Allison make his stock-car rac-
ing debut with us this season,” said
Karen Tunnell, general manager.
“We look forward to watching him
make his way through the ranks
and wish him all the best.”

Allison also plans to attend the
2015 mall show on Saturday, Feb.
28 at the Kingsport Town Center.

The 2015 season kicks off on
Saturday, March 21 at Kingsport
Speedway and April 4 at Lonesome
Pine Raceway.

Racing legend Bobby Allison and his grandson, Robbie Allison

check out Kingsport Speedway with testing of a new late model

racer. (KINGSPORT SPEEDWAY photo)


