
MARCH 11, 2019

Kyle Busch
Sweeps
Phoenix
Races

Closes
in on
200th
Win



While itʼs true that
comparing Richard
Pettyʼs 200 career vic-
tories to Kyle Buschʼs
199 is like comparing
apples to a feather
duster, itʼs impossible
to overlook the signifi-
cance of what Busch
already has accom-
plished less than two
months ahead of his
34th birthday.

Sure, Petty won
each of his
races in

whatʼs now considered the
Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series level, and he
did it against the Cup-level
drivers. And most of
Buschʼs victories, 145 of
119 to be exact, came in
the lower Xfinity and Gan-
der Outdoors Truck series,
which would be like Bryce Harper
moonlighting on off-days as the
designated hitter for the Toledo
Mud Hens.

But 199 is 199.
Whether itʼs good for Busch to

double- and triple-dip at support
races is a question for another day.
Judging by the grandstands, itʼs
probably safe to say fans arenʼt as
interested in watching a driver with
unlimited resources and a ware-
house full of engineers dominate
against other drivers who are on a
bologna and cheese budget. After
all, his 94 wins at the Triple-A level
is 45 more than second-place Mark
Martin on that seriesʼ all-time wins.

But 199 is 199.
Win No. 198 came Saturday

during the Xfinity race when he led
116 of 200 laps. And on Sunday, he
led 117 of 312 laps, including the
final 17, to put himself of the cusp
of reaching the unthinkable mile-
stone of 200 career NASCAR vic-
tories.

Buschʼs win total at the Cup
level is 52, which is 11th overall.
Pettyʼs record of 200 wonʼt ever be
challenged, much less broken.
Three-time series champion and
Petty family patriarch Lee Petty is
next on the list at 54 for Busch, and
the marks set by Rusty Wallace
(55), Dale Earnhardt (76), Jimmie
Johnson and Cale Yarborough (83
each) and Darrell Waltrip and
Bobby Allison (84 each) are cer-
tainly within reach.
Petty was 29 when he won his
52nd race. David Pearson, who is
second on the all-time Cup win list
at 105 wins, was 34. Wallace was

43; Earnhardt was 40; Johnson
was 34; Yarborough was 39; Wal-
trip was 35; and, Allison was 40.

“Might as well set your goals
high, go out there and achieve,”
Busch said. “Let's set it at 100 and
see if we can't get there. That
would certainly put us up there with
the top guys, being one of the best
of the best. But, overall, that's a
long way to go. You got to win a lot
of races, a lot of years, to be able to
tally up that many. I'm not quite as
good as Jeff Gordon any more with

being able to win 10 races
a year or 13 races a year.
I don't know if those de-
tails will happen that much
anymore.

“Last year we
gave it a shot with eight
[wins]. See if we can't
keep firing them off like
we are right now and liv-
ing the dream, baby.”

Busch, who has won all four of
his starts this year in the Xfinity and
Gander Outdoors series, will have
a chance to reach the 200-victory
milestone on Saturday with the
Xfinity Series race at Auto Club
Speedway at Fontana, Calif. He will
get another chance a day later with
the Cup Series main event.

For now, car owner Joe Gibbs,
who knows a little something about
all-time greatness, has picked his
words carefully. For example, he
knows thereʼs a difference between
the greatness of running backs
John Riggins and Todd Gurley.
They played in different eras, and
each dominated during their time.

“I'm always leery about ʻall timeʼ
when you start talking in pro sports
because there's been so many
great ones,” the former head coach
of the Washington Redskins and
member of the Football Hall of
Fame said. “I do think Kyle has the
unusual ability of some athletes.
Been in football, you see it over
there sometimes, not very often,
over here. It's the guys that when
they put the helmet on, I think really
if he won 500 races, it wouldn't
change. He goes for it every single
week.

“He's got a determination and a
drive that's just very unusual, so I
certainly think, you guys will proba-
bly determine where he winds up in
history, but it won't be me, I've only
been here for 28 years, but I would
say that Kyle has probably got a
chance to really do something
great.”

Which should be a local con-
tractor very happy.

“Yes, I did have to build a
house,” Busch said of his place to
store his trophies. “It's a 77,000-
square-foot building in Mooresville,
N.C., that houses Kyle Busch Mo-
torsports and houses 199, plus all
of the KBM driver trophies and stuff
like that. We have gotten our fair
share of trophy cases we've gone
through. Every time we build a new
one, we fill it up. It's a good prob-
lem to have. There are a few tro-
phies in a few people's offices, a
couple of them sitting on the floor.
They're all over the place.”

With room for expansion, espe-
cially when he reaches his next
milestone – 100 Xfinity Series wins.

“I think he is driven by things like
that, by records. I really think,”
Gibbs said. “I know how bad he
wanted to be able to win at every
racetrack, because I could pick up
from him, talking, how bad he
wants things. I think he's driven by
trying to do something great. I think
it will be a big deal for him. I know
the Xfinity thing, I'm telling him,
ʻhurry up, will you,ʼ so everybody
gets mad at us when we go to Xfin-
ity with you.

“I know he's driven, wants 100
over there, that's a big deal for him,
too. I think probably somebody like
that, I wasn't any kind of a real
good athlete, so I don't know, but
sometimes great athletes like that
think a little different. I do think he's
challenged by things and loves the
idea of accomplishing some real
goals.”
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199 and Counting

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World of Outlaws 11-12
Monster Energy Cup 4 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 13
XFINITY Series 5 ASCS 13
CARS Tour 7 OnTrack 14-16
ARCA Racing 8 ShorTrack 17-19
ARCA/CRA 9

ON THE COVER:
MENCS - RUSSELL LABOUNTY/NKP 

NXS - JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP

Kyle Busch is fast becoming
“King of the Road” in the
NASCAR premier series as he
approaches 200 wins. (JOHN
HARRELLSON/NKP photo)



While the three
major divisions of
NASCAR – Gander
Outdoor Trucks, Xfin-
ity, and Monster En-
ergy Cup Series – are
completing their West
Coast Tour of Vegas,
Phoenix, and Fontana,
the local racing sea-
son is starting to ring
in a new season. The
“bread-and-butter” of
motorsports, the local
short tracks, are kick-
ing off their 2019 sea-

son this month.
Of course, Mother Nature can

be the enemy of many local short
tracks and delay the
ceremonial opening
events and races. Such
was the case this past
weekend.

In 2019, Hickory
Motor Speedway will
celebrate its 69th sea-
son of exciting and en-
tertaining short track
racing. Named “The
Birthplace of NASCAR
Stars”, HMS has “graduated” many
drivers, crew chiefs, and crew
members who have established
themselves with a distinguished
motorsports career. The list is
lengthy, but the names are very fa-
miliar. Ned and Dale Jarrett, Mor-
gan Shepherd, Harry Gant, Bob
and Robert Pressley, Tommy Hous-
ton, Robert Huffman, and Jack In-
gram are just a few of the many
drivers who either got their start or
enhanced their careers by compet-
ing at Hickory Motor Speedway.

This season, HMS will race a va-
riety of divisions during each
weekly racing event. Limited Late
Models, Street Stocks, Super
Trucks,, 4-cylinders, Renegades,
and the popular Vintage Racing
Series return to HMS in 2019.

The Paramount Kia Big 10 Chal-
lenge, which provides 10 races with
features with additional purse
money and a separate champi-
onship, will return to HMS. Plus,
“Americaʼs Most Famous Short
Track” will hold a number of special
events during the season.

The PASS Super Late Models
will race at HMS on April 20, 2019,
for the Easter Bunny 150. The
Paramount Auto Group Bobby
Isaac Memorial is scheduled for
August 31st, and the Cosmo Mo-
tors Fall Brawl is set for October
19th.

The very popular CARS Racing

Tour will make two stops at HMS in
2019. The first CARS race will be
March 23rd and the second will be
the Throwback 276 is set for Au-
gust 3rd. The Throwback race has
grown to be one of the most popu-
lar events at the track the past two
years. The event features throw-
back paint schemes and an entire
weekend of festivities that make it
one of the biggest events for Late
Model Stock Car Racing.

Along with these two popular
Late Models Series, the Southeast
Super Truck Series will race twice
at HMS this year, May 4th and Oc-
tober 26th. Also, the Southern Mod-
ifieds will compete at HMS on
October 12th.

Unfortunately, the
season-opening week-
end of races at Hickory
Motor Speedway was
postponed due to
weather issues. There-
fore, the Cosmo Motors
Spring Classic was
rescheduled. HMS will
host 34 NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series
features on 21 dates

from March through the Fall Brawl
on October 19th.

One of the most popular racing
venues in the country is Bowman
Gray Stadium in Winston-Salem,
North Carolina. The flat, quarter-
mile oval around a football field will
host an average of 17,000 each
Saturday night to enjoy their racing
program for modifieds, sportsman,
street stocks, and stadium stocks.
Known in racing circles as “The
Madhouse”, Bowman Gray Sta-
dium has been known for its tight,
competitive racing in each and
every division. And, on occasion,
the tight track will create an intense
battle over space and, in turn, raise
the temperature and stoke tempers
of both drivers and fans. Thus, the
nickname “The Madhouse”. With

the first races at Bowman Gray
Stadium in 1949, the facility has es-
tablished a unique legend of short
track racing that has annual drawn
more fans than any other weekly
track in the country. The racing ac-
tion begins at Bowman Gray on
April 20th and continues until mid-
August.

The 54th season of racing action
for the Caraway Speedway in
Asheboro was scheduled for Sun-
day, March 10th. The .456-mile
track will feature the Southern Mod-
ified Racing Series for their 125-lap
feature. Other divisions competing
are the 602 Modifieds and the 602
Super Limited Series. In addition,
the Mini Stocks and the new fea-
ture division, Late Model Sports-
man, will battle at the historic short
track.

The Orange County Speedway
near Rougemont, North Carolina is
set for another exciting year of
short track action. The 3/8-mile as-
phalt oval will open their 2019 sea-
son the the weekend of April 5-7
and race twice per month through
October. Often called “the fastest
3/8-mile race track in America”
OCS features 19 degree banking in
the turns and 16 degrees on the
straightaways. Many race fans will
comment that the feature Late

Model Stock events at OCS are
among the best races they will see
each year.

Dirt track fans also have a vari-
ety of local tracks where they can
enjoy many of the top dirt racers in
the Carolinas compete on a regular
basis.

The East Lincoln Speedway
opens their 2019 season on March
16th at the 1/3-mile facility in Lin-
coln County.

The Carolina Speedway in Gas-
tonia, North Carolina starts their
weekly racing program on March
22nd. The 4/10-mile track also
hosts several “special events” dur-
ing the season, including their very
popular Shrine Race in the sum-
mer.

Another very popular dirt track is
Millbridge Speedway near Salis-
bury, North Carolina. The 1/6-mile
dirt oval actually races year round,
but their primary season is March
through November. 

Many future NASCAR stars
begin their racing careers on the
dirt at Millbridge. And, itʼs not un-
common to see many familiar
NASCAR stars and their
sons/daughters on a weekly basis
as the “next generation” of drivers
compete on the dirt.

Regardless of your preference,
the local short tracks in the Pied-
mont area of North Carolina have
provided some of the best racing in
country for over a half-century. I
urge you to continue to support
your local track, and, several times
during the season, venture to an-
other local track to enjoy and sup-
port those drivers and teams as
well. Plus, I encourage you to sup-
port and patronize the sponsors of
these local tracks and teams. Bot-
tom line, itʼs their support that
brings this enjoyable form of racing
to the fans each week. Now, letʼs
get set to enjoy some great short
track racing.
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DENNIS PUNCH

Josh Berry was the winner of the Hickory Motor Speedwayʼs Fall
Brawl last October. (SHERRI STEARNS photo)

Action is alway close and exciting at Bowman Gray Stadium in
Winston-Salem. Here Tim Brown (83) battles Jaon Myers (4) in the
Modified Series.(ERIC HYLTON PHOTOGRPHY photo)



AVONDALE, AZ -
There was an air of in-
evitability to Kyle
Buschʼs closing run in
Sundayʼs Ticket-
Guardian 500 at ISM
Raceway.

Busch was track-
ing down race leader

Ryan Blaney after restarting fourth
on Lap 239 of the fourth Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series race
of the season. Running in Blaney's
wake for 37 laps, Busch finally
made the winning pass on Lap 296
of 312 and nursed his car to the fin-
ish line.

Buschʼs third victory at the one-
mile track and his 52nd in the se-
ries left him one win short of his
goal of 200 aggregate victories
across NASCARʼs three national
series. Combined with Saturdayʼs
win in the NASCAR Xfinity Series
event at Phoenix, the Sunday tri-
umph gave Busch the 12th two-
race weekend sweep of his career.

Busch, Blaney and most of the
rest of the front-running cars pitted
for tires and fuel on Lap 221, leav-
ing 91 laps to the finish in a race
that featured a projected fuel run of
81 laps. Both made it to the finish
line with room to spare, though
Martin Truex Jr. charged through
the field to grab second place after
Blaney surrendered the lead and
went into serious fuel-saving mode.

Truex made up roughly seven
seconds over the last 22 laps and
finished 1.259 seconds behind
Busch.

“I knew before we went back
green (on Lap 239), that we were
going to be right on the verge (of
getting to the finish on fuel),” Busch
said. “You got to go race hard first
and then you have to worry about
fuel afterwards.

“Once I got to Blaney, I was able
to save a little bit. Then I tried to
take care of my tires for the rest of
the traffic that we had to get
through and make sure we had
enough fuel to make it to the end.
This makes last weekend so much
stupider (in a potential victory
spoiled by a pit road speeding
penalty). I wish we could have
swept last week, too.”

Busch can reach his stated goal
of 200 combined victories next

weekend at Auto Club Speedway in
Fontana, Calif., where he will race
in both the Xfinity and Cup events.
But the driver of the No. 18 Joe
Gibbs Racing Toyota has scrupu-
lously avoided comparisons with
the record 200 victories recorded
by seven-time champion Richard
Petty, who posted all his wins in the
Cup series.

“It's not for me to worry about,”
Busch said. 

“It's for everyone else to discuss
and talk about and argue over and
debate. For myself and the career
that I've had, I've been fortunate to
be around a lot of top people and a
lot of great sponsors.

“To work with my guys and take
them to Victory Lane is what it's all
about.”

Once Busch gets to his magic
number, the 33-year-old from Las
Vegas will set his sights on 100
wins in the Cup series. Behind
Petty, David Pearson is second
with 105 victories, followed by Jeff
Gordon with 93.

“Might as well set your goals
high, go out there and achieve,”
Busch said. “Let's set it at a 100
and see if we can't get there. That
would certainly put us up there with
the top guys, being one of the best
of the best.

“But, overall, that's a long ways
to go. Youʼve got to win a lot of
races, a lot of years, to be able to
tally up that many. 

“I'm not quite as good as Jeff
Gordon any more with being able
to win 10 races a year or 13 races
a year. I don't know if those deals
will happen that much anymore.
Last year, we gave it a shot with
eight. See if we can't keep firing
them off like we are right now and
living the dream, baby.”

Aric Almirola, who like Blaney
took two tires on the Lap 221 pit
stop, ran fourth, followed by Day-
tona 500 winner Denny Hamlin and
Chip Ganassi Racing drivers Kyle
Larson and Kurt Busch. Jimmie
Johnson came home eighth for his
second top 10 and best result of
the season. 

Nine-time Phoenix winner Kevin
Harvick drove to ninth place after
an extra pit stop on Lap 234 for
tires and fuel. Las Vegas winner
Joey Logano rolled home in 10th.
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Kyle Busch is One
NASCAR Win Away

from 200 after
Phoenix Cup Victory

Race winner Kyle Busch flies the checkered flag during his on-
track celebration for all of the crowd to see at ISM Raceway. (JOHN
HARRELLSON/NKP photo)





AVONDALE, AZ -
How did Kyle Busch
win Saturdayʼs IK9
Service Dog 200 at
ISM Raceway?

Poof! His closest
pursuers in the
NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries race disappeared

in a cloud of smoke.
Busch was out front on Lap 130

when the engine in the No. 01
Chevrolet of Stephen Leicht ex-
ploded in front of Justin Allgaier and
pole winner Christopher Bell, who
were running second and third at
the time.

Enveloped in a Days-of-
Thunder-style cloud of smoke, All-
gaier spun in the fluid from Leichtʼs
car, hitting the outside wall and
damaging the rear of his car. Bell,
the series leader entering the race,
fared far worse.

His No. 20 Joe Gibbs Racing
Toyota backed into the outside wall,
crumpling the rear of the car be-
yond repair. Bell exited the race in
30th place.

With his two most formidable
challengers out of the picture,
Busch led the field to the subse-
quent restart on Lap 143 and
stayed out front the rest of the way,
beating runner-up Ryan Truex to
the finish line by 3.025 seconds.

The victory was Buschʼs 11th at
ISM Raceway, tying him with
NASCAR Hall-of-Famer Mark Mar-
tin for most Xfinity wins at a single
track. Martin accomplished the feat
at Rockingham.

Busch won for the second time
in two starts this season and for the
record 94th time in the series,
bringing his total victories across
NASCARʼs three national series to

198 and putting him within reach of
his stated goal of 200 during the
current West Coast Swing.

Three races remain before
NASCAR heads back east to Mar-
tinsville. Busch will compete in
Sundayʼs TicketGuardian 500 Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
event at ISM Raceway (3:30 p.m.
ET on FOX, MRN and SiriusXM
NASCAR Radio) before running
both the Cup and Xfinity races next
weekend at Auto Club Speedway in
Fontana, Calif.

“Christopher was certainly going
to give me a run for my money
today,” Busch said of his JGR
teammate. “I canʼt say enough
about the guys at Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing. Obviously, they build really fast
Supras … Christopher, I hate he
got caught up in that mess. Obvi-
ously, it was going to be a really fun
run to the end there.”

Busch deflected the notion that
heʼs toying with the competition in
the lower series.

“Thereʼs a lot of talk and that sort
of stuff, but if Iʼm allowed to enter a
race, Iʼm going to enter the race
and go out there and try to win it,”
said Busch, who led 116 of the 200
laps. “If I win, I win. If not, weʼve got
to go again the next time.”

Bell led 68 laps and won the
second stage but fell to third soon
after a restart on Lap 101 and
couldnʼt advance. Then came Le-
ichtʼs engine explosion and the end
of Bellʼs race.

“As soon as I entered the smoke
wall, I couldnʼt see anything,” Bell
said. “I lost my bearings of where I
was and the next thing you know, I
was in the wall. Frustrating and
very disappointing, because our
Rheem Supra was extremely

strong. 
“I donʼt know, it was weird. My

car didnʼt really feel that much
worse that run, but once I got back
behind those guys, I just really
couldnʼt pass them.” 

Truex started ninth, fell back
early but worked his way back
through the field in his first run in
the No. 8 JR Motorsports Chevro-
let. After Bell and Allgaier crashed,
Truex restarted second on Lap 143
and kept reigning series champion
and eventual third-place finisher
Tyler Reddick behind him.

“I guess itʼs good when you lose
to Kyle Busch,” Truex said. “I just
got us behind there at the start. I
was too free, and I couldnʼt run
anywhere on the track, so I lost a
lot of track position early. We
worked hard all day to get it back.

“I got that restart behind Kyle
and was able to get a huge run in
(Turns) 1 and 2. Our car was just
so good on the long runs that I was
able to hold Reddick off.”

For his part, Reddick inherited
the series lead from Bell.

“Iʼm not very good at this race
track,” said Reddick, who leads Bell
by four points. 

“But hats off to RCR (Richard
Childress Racing), they brought a
fantastic Chevrolet. Our Camaro
was great through most of this
race. I honestly couldnʼt give us a
good sense of direction, so we just
kind of threw in here what Daniel
(Hemric) ran last year. 

“Had a pretty good setup under
this thing. Hopefully, I can figure out
what I need to break through and
contend with the 18 (Busch) in the
end. All in all, itʼs better than what
Iʼve run in the past. Iʼm just not very
good at this race track.”

Cole Custer ran fourth, followed
by fellow Ford drivers Austin Cin-
dric (the Stage 1 winner) and
Chase Briscoe, who fought his way
forward after a pit road speeding
penalty with an impressive closing
drive. Brandon Jones was seventh,
ahead of Daytona winner Michael
Annett, John Hunter Nemecheck
and Ryan Sieg, who recorded his
third top-10 finish in four starts.
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s Kyle Busch Gets 11th
Phoenix Win,

Ties NASCAR Xfinity
Series Record

Kyle Busch celebrates in Phoenixʼs victory lane after winning the
IK9 Service Dog 200 Saturday afternoon. (JOHN
HARRELLSON/NKP photo)

Kyle Busch (18) leads
Ryan Truex (8) through
the turn at ISM Raceway.
(JOHN HARRELLSON/
NKP photo)



LUCAMA, NC -
Brandon Pierce and
Bubba Pollard claimed
the victories in the
opening round of the
CARS Tour on Satur-
day at Southern Na-
tional Motorsports
Park. For Pierce, it
was his first series win
while Pollard emerged
on top after only his
second start at the fa-

cility.
LATE MODEL STOCK RECAP:

Brandon Pierce started the after-
noon in the best shape of anyone
after capturing the Hedgecock Rac-
ing Pole Position following two
rounds of Fivestar Bodies Knock-
out Qualifying. He led the opening
seven circuits until JR Motorsports
driver Josh Berry drove by in turn
three to take command of the
event. Pierce eventually slid back a
handful of positions in the running
order as the race progressed.

Berry was trailed closely by
Deac McCaskill and Chad McCum-
bee for most of the race until the
final handful of restarts. Though
Pierce fell back early, he gradually
began to make his way forward in-
side of 40 laps to go, passing com-
petitors hastily and occasionally
using the bumper to assist slower
machines out of his path.

A spin by Mini Tyrrell tightened
the field just outside of 30 laps re-
maining, and Pierce continued to
play chess with Berry in the closing
stages. After conserving even fur-
ther, Pierce began to mount a chal-
lenge as Berry diced through traffic
until a caution for Ronald Hill's
stalled machine slowed the field
with ten laps to go.

Berry rocketed to a ten car
length lead before Pierce's car
began to come in just a handful of
laps later. With three laps to go,
Pierce turned Berry 45-degrees
sideways in turn four but allowed
the No. 88 to gather it back in be-
fore resuming his assault. On the
white flag lap, he nudged Berry out
of the groove in turn two to pull
alongside before driving ahead in
turn three. Berry attempted to re-
turn the favor but was unsuccess-
ful, allowing Pierce to capture the
biggest win of his late model stock
career and first in the CARS Late
Model Stock Tour. Berry, Deac Mc-
Caskill, Bobby McCarty and Riley
Herbst rounded out the top five.

"I've worked at this so hard and
this has been coming for a long
time," Pierce said while fighting
back emotions in Edelbrock Victory
Lane. "I took the off-season pretty
personally and went to work on my-
self really hard, and these guys
thrashed, and I really reset my
whole focus this off-season and
knew it was time to hit the reset
button and try to see what I was
missing to be more determined to
win these races. I had been in cars
that I could get the job done and
hadn't. There was no stopping us
today. I owe it all to that man right
there (Lee Pulliam) and these guys.
When you've got a four time na-
tional champion in you're hear, if
you just listen to him, you're proba-
bly going to win. That's what I did,
and here we are.

"I'll be honest, when the caution
came out I was pretty pissed," he
continued when asked about his
run to the front and the final caution
which set up a late-race restart. "I
had used it up pretty good trying to
run Josh down. With lapped traffic
you really didn't know, it changed
lap to lap, even coming up on the
same cars again. I knew I had to
get a really good start and hold it
tight. If I could get down and get be-
hind him, I felt like I had enough left
where I could get by him. He was
getting really tight, and I was get-
ting really free. I just shoved him off
the bottom there a little bit and got
the job done." 

SUPER LATE MODEL RECAP:
Bubba Pollard solidified himself as
the man to beat early by capturing
the Mahle Pole Position during his
two rounds of Fivestar Bodies
Knockout Qualifying prior to racing.
The Georgia driver led the opening
fifth of the race before Matt Wallace
outdrove him on a restart and
cleared the No. 26 car, taking the
lead on lap 34.

Wallace set the pace until Nolan
Pope and Mike Speeney tangled in
turn one for the fifth caution of the
race. Pollard got the holeshot
through the KRC Power Steering
Restart Zone and once again con-
trolled the race on lap 57. 

Pollard remained unchallenged
for the top spot until the final 40
laps, when Preston Peltier as-
cended from his 17th starting posi-
tion to challenge for the point and
successfully obtained it on lap 113.
Just five laps later, on a restart, Pol-
lard was able to bypass Peltier for
the lead once again.

With 26 laps to go, Mason Diaz
and Peltier both began to give in-
tense chase to Pollard. Diaz looked
inside several times on the No. 26
car and occasionally made slight
contact with his rear bumper chal-
lenging for the $10,000 top prize.
With seven laps to go, Diaz's upset
bid fell short when he got loose in
turn three and spun off the front
bumper of Preston Peltier exiting
turn four on lap 143.

Peltier hounded Pollard for the
final seven laps but was unable to
find a path around the superstar
before the checkered flag waved,
awarding Pollard another CARS
Super Late Model win. Peltier,
Brandon Setzer, Jared Fryar and

Stephen Nasse rounded out the
top five.

"It's tough to save enough at the
beginning because you just get
strung out and start riding," Pollard
admitted in Edelbrock Victory Lane.
"We had way too much motor, just
way too much motor tonight, and it
cost us late in the race. The big
motor made me free in, and it's
hard to win races when you're free
in because you get tight in the cen-
ter. So, I had to be more conserva-
tive and start driving defensively,
driving straight in on the bottom
and things like that. It was a good
race at the end, but that's what it's
all about. Everyone rides around at
the beginning of the race and that's
what makes it good at the end."

Pollard immediately turned his
focus to his next CARS Tour event,
the $30,000-to-win Old North State
Nationals presented by Visit Or-
ange County at Orange County
Speedway on April 5-7, where he
will be racing a late model stock car
for only the second time in his ca-
reer.

The CARS Tour resumes action
in less than two weeks when both
divisions visit Hickory Motor
Speedway for the MTP Tire 300 on
March 23. Following the Hickory
visit, the short track world's atten-
tion will turn to the tour's event at
Orange County Speedway.

For more information on the
CARS Tour, visit their website at
www.carsracingtour.com. Fresh
content and updates can also be
found on the series Facebook page
(@carstour), Twitter (@carstour),
Instagram (@cars_tour), Snapchat
(@carstour) and Youtube channel
(/carstour).

CA
RS

 T
ou

r Pierce and Pollard Prevail
in CARS Tour High Paying

Openers



After a short night
in the season opener
at Daytona, Michael
Self (No. 25 Sinclair
Lubricants Toyota) re-
bounded in the sec-
ond race of the ARCA
Menards Series sea-
son with a dominant
win in the ARCA Pen-
sacola 200 presented
by Inspectra Thermal
Solutions at Five

Flags Speedway.
Self led 39 laps midway through

the race and retook the lead from
Kaden Honeycutt (No. 38 Kaden
Honeycutt Racing Ford) with 29
laps remaining to score his fourth
career series win and his first ever
series short track victory.

"This is cool, this is a really big
deal for me" Michael Self says after
Five Flags win!

"This is a big deal for me," Self
said. "A short track in ARCA has
eluded me. Even though I don't
think I am a great short track racer,
I have had some success in the
K&N Series on short tracks. For
some reason is just hasn't trans-
lated over here. Maybe this will kick
start it.

"I had a lot of confidence in our
car. The Venturini Motorsports
team as a whole is really good.
Whenever we go to one of these
short tracks the rest of the year we

should be in good shape. I wouldn't
want to be racing against them
right now because I am not sure I
would be able to beat them."

Self finished ahead of Ty Gibbs
(No. 18 Monster Energy/ORCA
Coolers/Advance Auto Parts Toy-
ota), who finished second in his
ARCA Menards Series debut. He
passed Christian Eckes (No. 15
JBL Audio Toyota) for the second
position in the final turn of the final
lap.

"I am really happy with finishing
second in my first race, but I really
think we had the car to beat," Gibbs
said. "I let the car roll off the jack a
little on the last stop and it cost us
a little time on pit road. I think that
cost us the race, but we learned a
lot and I am ready to get to the next
race at Salem."

Eckes held on for third, albeit
with damage to the nose of his
racecar.

"It happened early in the race
and I didn't think it really effected
the way the car ran then, but look-
ing at it now I am not so sure,"
Eckes said.

"It would have been nice to hold
Ty off for second but we'll take
third. I think we come out of here
with the points lead so it's a great
night for the Venturini team."

Chandler Smith (No. 20 Crafts-
man/828 Logistics Toyota) led the
first 38 laps after starting from the

General Tire Pole. He crossed the
line in fourth, just in front of Corey
Heim (No. 22 Speedway Children's
Charities Ford) who finished fifth in
his series debut.

The race was only slowed twice
by caution flags, each for debris.
The race took just one hour, 12
minutes, and 23 seconds and was
completed at an average speed of
82.802 miles per hour, a record
pace for a 200-lap race at Five
Flags. The previous record, 75.205
miles per hour, was set by Gary
Bradberry in 1994.

Self's official margin of victory
was 1.506 seconds over Gibbs.

Unoffically, Eckes leads the
ARCA Menards Series champi-
onship standings with 435 points.
Travis Braden (No. 27 Matrix-

Care/Consonus Healthcare/Liberty
Village Ford), who finished tenth,
sits second at 370, sixth place fin-
isher Bret Holmes (No. 23 Holmes
II Excavation/Southern States
Bank Chevrolet) is third with 340,
Self is fourth with 315, and
eleventh-place finisher Joe Graf, Jr.
(No. 77 EatSleepRace.com Ford)
is fifth with 300.

The next race for the ARCA
Menards Series is the Kentuckiana
Ford Dealers ARCA 200 at Salem
Speedway on April 14. The race will
be televised live on MAVTV starting
at 2 pm Eastern.

ARCARacing.com will have free
live timing & scoring, track updates,
and user chat for ARCA for Me
members; new members can reg-
ister at ARCARacing.com/login.
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Daytona Disappointment
with Five Flags Victory

Michael Self celebrates his Five Flags Speedway win in victory
lane after suffering disappointment at Daytona. (arcaracing.com
photo)



SALEM, IN -
Champion Racing As-
sociation Powered by
JEGS officials have
announced that But-
lerBuilt Professional
Seat Systems has
agreed to continue
their sponsorship as
the Official Racing
Seat of CRA and their
ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by
JEGS, JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour Presented

by Chevrolet Performance, Voreʼs
Welding CRA Late Model Sports-
man Powered by JEGS and the
new Victory Custom Trailers CRA
Junior Late Models for the upcom-
ing 2019 race season. ButlerBuilt
has been a proud sponsor of CRA
since the 2007 season. 

ButlerBuilt will award the 5th and
10th place finishers at each
ARCA/CRA Super Series and
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour event
with $50 Product Certificates. But-
lerBuilt will award a Racing Seat by
random draw of the top 10 drivers
in final 2019 ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries points at the 2019 CRA Awards
Banquet. ButlerBuilt will award a
$500 Product Certificate towards a
ButlerBuilt Racing Seat by random
draw of the top 10 drivers in final
2019 JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
points at the 2019 CRA Awards
Banquet. 

ButlerBuilt will award the 10th
place finisher at each Voreʼs Weld-
ing CRA Late Model Sportsman
Series event with a $50 Product
Certificate. In addition, ButlerBuilt
will award a $500 Product Certifi-
cate towards a ButlerBuilt Racing
Seat by random draw of the top 10
drivers in final 2019 series points at
the 2019 CRA Awards Banquet. 

ButlerBuilt will award the 4th
place finisher at each Victory Cus-
tom Trailers CRA Junior Late Mod-
els event with a $50 Product
Certificate. In addition, ButlerBuilt
will award a $500 Product Certifi-
cate towards a ButlerBuilt Racing
Seat by random draw of the top 10
drivers in final 2019 series points at
the 2019 CRA Junior Late Models
Awards Banquet. 

ButlerBuilt has manufactured
custom racing seats for more than
30 years and are regarded as one
of the industryʼs leaders in safety.
Their product line includes a wide
variety of safety products for the
motorsports industry, including leg
and head supports, seat brackets,

steering column knee protectors,
door pads, steering wheels, a vari-
ety of NACA ducts, air tube and
more. ButlerBuilt is also a dealer
for Arai Helmets, Hooker Harness
seat belts and NecksGen Head
and Neck Restraints. More infor-
mation is available  at www.butler-
built.net or by calling
704-784-1027. 

More information on all the CRA
Series is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com.

Mason Keller Wants
the JEGS/CRA
All-Stars Tour

Championship in 2019
SALEM, IN - After a stellar

rookie season with the JEGS/CRA
All-Stars Tour Presented by
Chevrolet Performance in 2018,
Mason Keller has made it very
clear, he wants the series Champi-
onship for the upcoming season,
and doesnʼt want to settle for any-
thing less.

“After our second-place finish
last year in the JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Chase for the Championship,
we decided it would only make
sense to compete full time again in
2019 to try and achieve one spot
better,” remarked Keller. “Last sea-
son was our opportunity to get our
feet wet and see if we can compete
at this particular level of racing, es-
pecially being underfunded and
working with a completely new
team. When we won a race and
had some good finishes, thatʼs re-
ally what made up our minds on
what we wanted to do this season.”

The 19-year-old Keller looked to
become the first ever driver to win
both the Rookie of the Year and the
series Championship with the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour in 2018,
but came up one position behind
Jack Dossey III for the 2018 Chase
for the Championship after me-
chanical issues left him with an
11th place finish in the season
Championship event at Winchester
Speedway on Winchester 400
Weekend, well behind Dossey III,
who earned his second straight se-
ries Championship.

Keller had an impressive season
that saw him win the series DGR-
CROSLEY Rookie of the Year
Award. He won the series Labor
Day Weekend event on the famous
High Banks of Winchester Speed-
way, making him the only driver in
the final four in the Chase for the
Championship with a win in 2018.

The accolades for his 2018 season
donʼt end there, Kellerʼs crew won
the PitBoxes.com Pit Crew of the
Year Award and Keller won the
2018 Racing Electronics Season
Hardcharger Award, gaining a total
of 33 positions through out the sea-
son. In the series ten events in
2018, Keller had seven top ten fin-
ishes, including his win and a third-
place finish at Salem Speedway.

Keller added, “Our goal this year
is the season Championship of
course, but we are also looking to
get our name out in the media by
running up front and winning races,
no matter what track we are racing
at, even if it means traveling out-
side of the CRA schedule when we
have the opportunity. I have to
thank my sponsors Daileyʼs Used
Car Sales, Gedek Trailer Sales,
PGG, and MEP, without their sup-
port I wouldnʼt be racing with this
series. I also have to thank my dad
for all his support and my whole
crew for their continued hard work!”

Keller raced in 49 Van Hoy Oil
CRA Street Stock events before
moving up to compete in a late
model. He scored a win with that
series in a 200-lap event at Ken-
tucky Motor Speedway during the
2015 season. In all, Keller pro-
duced 15 top five finishes and 24
top ten finishes, with three Fast
Qualifier Awards as a competitor
with the CRA Street Stocks.

Keller made his JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour debut at Winchester
Speedway on Labor Day Weekend
in 2017, where he made a big
splash, getting a second-place fin-
ish behind race winner Carson Ho-
cevar. Keller has gotten more
experience behind the wheel of his
late model by competing at New
Smyrna Speedway in Florida dur-
ing the World Series of Stock Car
Racing the last two years, winning
his first ever late model race there
in 2017.

The 2019 JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Presented by Chevrolet Per-
formance season will begin with the
Motor City 200 event at Flat Rock
Speedway on Sunday, April 28th. 

Strange Oval to
Continue Marketing

Partnership with CRA
SALEM, IN - Champion Racing

Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials and Strange Oval represen-
tatives have announced that
Strange Oval has agreed to con-
tinue as a marketing partner with
CRA for the upcoming 2019 racing
season. Strange Oval will support
the ARCA/CRA Super Series Pow-
ered by JEGS and the JEGS/CRA

All-Stars Tour Presented by
Chevrolet Performance in 2019.

“Itʼs now the second year that
Strange Oval will be involved as a
contingency sponsor with CRA and
the partnership has worked excep-
tionally well,” remarked Jim Kontje,
President of Strange Oval. “CRA
provides a direct link to those com-
petitors we are trying to reach with
our products. Itʼs a series that we
actively attend and support
throughout the season and itʼs
been very beneficial for all in-
volved. CRA is exactly what weʼre
looking for with our contingency in-
volvement and provides great
value and exposure.”

Strange Oval will award the fifth
place finishers at the following
ARCA/CRA Super Series events
with a set of Strange Oval Axles
valued at over $450: Fairgrounds
Speedway Nashville on May 4th,
Bristol Motor Speedway on June
1st, Money in the Bank at Berlin
Raceway on June 10th, the Red-
bud 400 at Anderson Speedway on
July 15th, the Kalamazoo Klash at
Kalamazoo Speedway on August
7th, the Battle at Berlin 251 at
Berlin Raceway on August
17th and the Winchester 400 at
Winchester Speedway on October
13th. In addition they will award the
fifth place finisher in final series
points with a set of Drive Plates val-
ued at over $500.

Strange Oval will award the fifth-
place finishers at the following
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour events
with a set of Strange Oval Axles
valued at over $450: Bristol Motor
Speedway on June 1st, the Mas-
ters of the Proʼs at Memphis Inter-
national Raceway on July 21st, the
Battle at Berlin 251 at Berlin Race-
way on August 17th and the Fall
Brawl at Lucas Oil Raceway on
September 15th. In addition, they
will award the fifth-place finisher in
final series points with a set of
Axles valued at over $500.

“We are excited that Strange
Oval will be continuing their support
of CRA and our racers,” remarked
Glenn Luckett, Managing Partner
of CRA.

Strange Oval is a newer division
of Strange Engineering; a company
whoʼs been manufacturing drive-
train and related components for
the highest competition categories
in the NHRA & IHRA drag racing
sanctions since 1965. Strange Oval
was established in 2012 with ob-
jective of offering superior compo-
nents with a performance aspect
different than anything that had
been previously offered within the
oval track market. More information
is available at www.strangeoval.com.
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PARTIAL SALE LISTING 
Driveshafts, coil springs, windshields, DeWalt tools, parts trays,
catch cans, 9" r/e housings, dry brakes, sway bars, radiators, oil
coolers, LS1 heads, LS block, axles, coil spring hardware, 9" pig,
ring & pinions, firebottles, tachs, in-line filters, batteries, ext cords,
headers, brake hats, rotors, overflow tanks, duct hose, brake blow-
ers, alum seats, halos, pit fan, spindles, sway bar arms, seat
brackets, dry sump oil tanks, seat hdw, boom tubes, fuel cell cans,
fuel cell bladders, shocks, gauge panels, flywheels, new Carrillo
rods, battery cables, hotbox assemblies, radio equip, fuel pumps,
upper & lower a's, roller lifters, racing collectibles, pitbox seats,
straps, tripods, chemicals, electrical connectors, pit helmets,
cooler, air hose, air filters, c/f air box, teathers, lead, Accel Super-
coils, fuel jugs, truck arms, axle caps, drive plates, pit helmet 

PARTIAL SALE LISTING - EQUIPMENT/DESK 
EZ-Up tents, floor jack's, 100,000 BTU heater, Lincoln welders, In-
tercomp scales, truck toolbox, office desk, Intercomp lap timers,
parts carts, cooler, radio hdw, hose reel, pitbox, shop lights, tool-
box, radio chargers, red rolling table, r/e rack, paper taper 

PARTIAL LISTING - CARS
(2) Chassis, 1 rear clip, (7) Cars – body and chassis

TERMS OF SALE: Terms of sale is cash, cashier checks, money
orders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or Mastercard. Business or Per-
sonal Checks must be accompanied by a Bank Letter of Credit
submitted to cashier on Sale Days. There will be a 15% buyerʼs
premium charged on each lot number sold, with a 5% discount
given for cash. Driver's license or picture identification is required
to register. All items sold “As Is, Where Is” with no guarantees or
warranty expressed or implied. Buyers must settle and remove all
items at the end of each sale day. Announcements sale day take
precedence over any printed matter 

Visit our website for additional info: 
www.mcsauctions.com

Maria Vannice, Auctioneer  Danny Irvin, Auctioneer   
NCAL #8595    IN AU10800010 NCAL #8657    IN AU10800039

Firm License #8623

P U B L I C   A U C T I O NP U B L I C   A U C T I O N
OVER STOCK -VENTURINI MOTORSPORTS   OVER STOCK -VENTURINI MOTORSPORTS   
Thursday, March 28 and Friday, March 29, 2019

Doors Open at 8:00 AM each day - Sale Starts at 9:30 AM each day  
SALE LOCATION:: 571 Pitts School Road, Concord, NC  28027; Head north on I-85 N, Use the right 2 lanes to take exit 52 to merge onto
Poplar Tent Rd; turn right onto Pitts School Rd NW; Watch for Auction Signs 



TULARE, CA -
Last yearʼs World of
Outlaws NOS® En-
ergy Drink Sprint Car
Series Kevin Gob-
recht Rookie of the
Year Ian Madsen
claims one of his weak
points has been short
tracks.

Not anymore.
The Australian

won everything there
was to win at the third-mile Thun-
derbowl Raceway in Tulare, Calif.,
Saturday night. Not even a couple
of rain showers could slow him
down.

His team has been working hard
to get the KCP Racing car better on
the California short tracks, and “it
showed tonight,” said Madsen, as
he earned his first victory of the
season with championship leader
Daryn Pittman second and Sheldon
Haudenschild in third.

Madsen, who hails from St.
Maryʼs, NSW, Australia, started the
night fastest in practice — three
tenths faster than second fastest
Donny Schatz. He followed that up
by claiming his second pole of the
season.

Then he dominated the first Heat
race of the night, crossing the line
about one second ahead of second
place Tim Kaeding. That led to him
being the first driver to draw for the
DIRTVision Fast Pass Dash and
leaving seven other drivers disap-
pointed by drawing the pole.

A heavy rain shower lingered
over the track for about 15 minutes
in between Madsenʼs Heat and the
Dash. It only made him faster.
Again, in dominating fashion, he
led every lap of the Dash, this time
finishing close to two seconds
ahead of second-place Pittman.

While he already dominated
everything up to the Feature, Mad-
sen showed his true speed in the
final 35 laps of the night. He pulled
away to an early lead, but “The
Steel City Outlaw” Tim Shaffer
showed muscle early on, keeping
pace with Madsen. It didnʼt last
though.

By lap 10, Pittman slid his way
underneath Shaffer for second and
began to hunt Madsen. Pittman,
coming off a heartbreaking runner-
up finish in Las Vegas, looked to be
the only driver all night who could
contend with Madsen. While Mad-
sen battled lap traffic, Pittman

closed the gap between them to
about a couple of car lengths.

And that was as close as he was
going to get to the #18ʼs bumper.
Madsen found his rhythm in lap
traffic, pulling away to about a four
second lead over Pittman, whose
#83 Roth Motorsports car was able
to close on Madsen again, but only
to a second-and-a-half gap.

“Ian was good. We just got
beat,” said Pittman, of Owasso,
Okla. “I liked the track conditions
before it rained, but it is what it is.”

Like Madsen, Pittman was un-
sure how he would perform at the
Tulare short track, coming off
strong performances at half-mile
speedways.

“We were kind of curious how
our car was going to shake out at a
smaller place,” he said. “We kind of
got both spectrums there of super
dry early in the night and pretty wet
after the rain and the car was really
good.”

Both Madsen and Pittman drive
a KPC Chassis, which is located
nearby in Fresno, Calif.

Aside from leading every lap,
Madsenʼs dominance was show-
cased by him lapping the field up to
11th-place and catching 10th-place
Donny Schatz toward the end of
the race.

“It was just unreal,” Madsen said
in almost disbelief, standing on the

front stretch podium. “To get the
clean sweep tonight is pretty awe-
some.”

Madsenʼs best finish at Thun-
derbowl Raceway had been 12th.
Of his previous three wins, the
smallest track he had won at is the
3/8th-mile Deer Creek Speedway
in Minnesota.

“I feel like weʼve been working
hard toward this for the last two
years,” Madsen said. “Itʼs really
good to see some good results pay
off.”

While Pittman finished second,
he said he wonʼt hang his head on

the finish. He continues to lead the
Seriesʼ championship standings
over second-place Donny Schatz
— adding 16 points to his cushion
between the 10-time Series cham-
pion. This is the first time in the sto-
ried history of the California-based
Roth Motorsports team it continues
to lead the points through the Se-
ries month-long California swing.

The Series continues its trek
through California next weekend on
Friday, March 15, at Silver Dollar
Speedway in Chico, Calif., and
March 16 at the Stockton Dirt Track
in Stockton, Calif.

Even though Madsen began the
California tour dominating Thun-
derbowl Raceway, to him there is
still a question on how heʼll perform
at the upcoming races.

“We ran good at Stockton last
year and Chico weʼve been hit or
miss, so weʼll see what happens,”
Madsen said. “Hopefully we can
keep it (momentum) going through
the Cali-swing.”

As always, you can catch all the
World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Series action
on DIRTVision.com.

Duck River, Smoky
Mountain Events Shift

to March 22-23
CONCORD, NC - Inclement

weather in Tennessee has forced
World of Outlaws Morton Buildings
Late Model Series and track offi-
cials to reschedule this weekendʼs
events. The new date for Duck
River Raceway Park will be Friday,

March 22, and the new date for
Smoky Mountain Speedway will be
Saturday, March 23, keeping the
two-step tour through Tennessee
together.

While both tracks have made
every effort to prepare their facili-
ties to welcome the best Dirt Late
Model drivers in the country, the
challenging weather conditions
ahead this weekend will make it im-
possible for racing.

“All of us were geared up to re-
sume the season this weekend, but
Mother Nature is not going to co-
operate,” World of Outlaws Morton
Buildings Late Model Series Direc-
tor Casey Shuman said. “We made
the decision to move the weekend
to March 22 and 23 in the best in-
terest of the fan and competitor ex-
perience. We canʼt wait to fire back
up with big car counts and big
crowds.”

For more information on the
event at Duck River Raceway Park 

(Continued Next Page)
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Madsen Dominates World
of Outlaws NOS Energy

Drink Sprint Cars in Tulare

Ian Madsen raced his way to victory lane at Thunderbowl Raceway Saturday night for his first win of
the season. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

go to www.DuckRiver-
RacewayPark.com,
and for updates from
Smoky Mountain
click www.Smoky-
M o u n t a i n S p e e d -
way.com.

World of
Outlaws

Racers See
Positives in
Competing

with NASCAR
Drivers

CONCORD, NC - Peanut butter
and jelly. Movies and popcorn. Jim-
mie Johnson and Chad Knaus …
well, maybe not that last one.

But World of Outlaws and
NASCAR?

Even though three-time
NASCAR champion Tony Stewart
won a World of Outlaws crown with
Danny Lasoski in 2001 and a truck
load of titles and trophies with
Donny Schatz, the two series being
mentioned in the same sentence
has become more commonplace of
late.

Most recently with the World of
Outlaws NOS® Energy Drink
Sprint Car Series and NASCAR
K&N Pro Series West being paired
together for the first time at The Dirt
Track at Las Vegas.

The race drew a crowd of thou-
sands, a larger media presence
and NASCAR drivers. Some driv-
ers were in the stands watching,
and a few in the Sprint Car race
themselves. Christopher Bell, Kyle

Larson and retired NASCAR driver
Kasey Kahne joined the stars of the
World of Outlaws for the double-
header race at the Las Vegas Dirt
Track last week and will continue to
compete periodically with the Se-
ries throughout the season.

When the NASCAR stars join
the Series, the media spotlight is
usually turned on them for the
night. But thatʼs not an issue to
some of the Series regulars.

“I donʼt mind it at all,” said Series
veteran Kraig Kinser, the 2005
Knoxville Nationals champion and
son of Steve Kinser, the legendary
King of the Outlaws. “The exposure
they (NASCAR drivers) bring is al-
ways a plus. Anything that can
highlight our Sprint Car racing is al-
ways a positive.”

From a veteran to a rookie, the
opinion stays the same. Rookie
contender Carson Macedo, who
drives for Kyle Larson Racing, en-
joys when his boss and others
come to race with the World of Out-
laws.

“I love it,” Macedo said. “I always
said if you want to be the best, you
got to race with the best. And those
guys are proven to be some of the
best in the world. Thatʼs whatʼs
unique about racing in the World of
Outlaws, you never know who is
going to show up to give you a run
for your money every night.”

Bell, Kahne and Larson grew up
racing Sprint Cars. Itʼs what they
love, and they take every opportu-
nity they get to drive one.

“I just love Sprint Car racing in
general,” Larson said. “To me the
Outlaws are the toughest series to
race with, thatʼs why I really like
competing with them. I hit a lot of

different races, but I always have
the most fun racing the Outlaw
stuff.”

Kahne, who like Larson owns a
World of Outlaws Sprint Car team,
said he became enamored with
Sprint Cars at a young age and
never lost that passion. Even dur-
ing his years in NASCAR when he
wasnʼt able to run many Sprint Car
races.

Through his Kasey Kahne Rac-
ing team, and watching the races
on DIRTVision, he said he always
stayed connected to it. Heʼs en-
joyed watching his teamʼs accom-
plishments, such as winning the
2013 World of Outlaws champi-
onship and 2018 Knoxville Nation-
als crown.

This year Kahne is scheduled to
run about 50 Sprint Car races. Bell
is hoping to do about 20 to 25. And
Larson sneaks in Sprint Car races
to his schedule whenever he can.

“I just hit whatever is available,”
Larson said. “I donʼt have many
days throughout the year that I can
go race.”

Larson and Bell both stated
while there may not be much of a
comparison between a Stock Car
and a Sprint Car, more seat time
never hurts.

“The biggest thing for me is, the
way I get better is by racing cars,”
Bell said. “If Iʼm sitting on the
couch, Iʼm not becoming a better
race car driver.”

Larson echoed Bell saying, any-
time he gets to race, he feels like
he becomes a better driver.

“Itʼs why I try to run a lot,” Larson
said.

Kinser said it is nice to be able
to race with the NASCAR drivers

while theyʼre in the peak of their ca-
reer. And while they bring a lot of
positive exposure to the sport, he
said the Series is full of diehard
fans that fill the stands most nights.

Unlike some other forms of mo-
torsports, Kinser said World of Out-
laws drivers are easily accessible
to the fans right at their trailer.

“A lot of older fans know you can
come down into the pit area after-
wards, a lot of newer ones donʼt re-
alize that,” Kinser said. “Itʼs always
nice to speak with the fans and get
face time with them. Thatʼs a posi-
tive for our sport, too.”

When Bell, Kahne or Larson at-
tend a Series race, theyʼre just as
accessible as Kinser or Macedo,
making the World of Outlaws and
NASCAR a favorable combination,
like peanut butter and jelly or
movies and popcorn.

The World of Outlaws NOS En-
ergy Sprint Cars continue their
West Coast Spring Break Tour this
weekend at Thunderbowl Raceway
in Tulare, Calif., before heading
north to Silver Dollar Speedway on
Friday March 15 in Chico, Calif.,
and Saturday, March 16 in Stock-
ton, Calif.

The next time the World of Out-
laws and NASCAR intersect will be
during Memorial Day Weekend,
when the inaugural two-day World
of Outlaws Patriot Nationals takes
over The Dirt Track at Charlotte
during the nights on May 24-25
while NASCAR runs its Coca-Cola
600 events during the day at Char-
lotte Motor Speedway.

For the complete 2019 tour
schedule, plus all the latest news,
results and media, go to
www.WorldofOutlaws.com.
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HAUBSTADT, IN -
The Brandeis Midwest
Sprint Car Series an-
nounced a change
today that affects the
season post race
awards package.  A
sponsorship deal has
been confirmed that
will reward the driver
that is verified as the
Hard Charger for the
feature race.  The
driver who moves up
the most spots in each

of the 20 features will receive
$100.  The award will be known as
the “CERTIFIED RENTAL HARD
CHARGER AWARD.”  Over the
season that opportunity adds up to
an additional $2,000 in available

money for drivers to race for.
CERTIFIED RENTAL is a divi-

sion of Brandeis.  CERTIFIED
RENTAL is equipped with a rental
fleet exceeding 1000 machines.
This service provides for the rental
of large earthmoving equipment as
well as construction and utility
equipment throughout the south,
east, and midwest from 14 loca-
tions in four states:  Kentucky, Indi-
ana, Tennessee, and Mississippi.
Earlier this year MSCS announced
that Brandeis would serve as the
official series sponsor for 2019.
Thus the series is now referred to
as the Brandeis Midwest Sprint Car
Series.  Major sponsorship from
Brandeis will help provide an in-
creased MSCS driver point fund.

Brandeis Machinery sells, serv-

ices, and rents mining and con-
struction equipment, products, and
services.  The Louisville, KY, busi-
ness has eight different locations in
Kentucky and Indiana.

The 2019 schedule has 20 sanc-
tioned Brandeis MSCS non-wing
sprint car races in the offering.  This
seasonʼs first  race is set to be held
on Saturday night April 13th.  That
is opening night at the Tri-State
Speedway and the race is co-sanc-
tioned with the United States Auto
Club sprint cars.  The feature that
night will pay $5,000 to win.

The Brandeis Midwest Sprint
Car Series will be entering a 19th
consecutive year of operation.  This
upgrade to the Hard Charger of the
Race award from Certified is one of
the additional benefits drivers can
expect as the new season unfolds.

Fans have long recognized the
excitement produced as drivers
press to get their cars through traf-

fic, take on the ever increasing
challenges in catching faster cars,
and make the passes to get them
to the front at the finish line.  For
example last season eleven differ-
ent drivers were recognized as the
Hard Charger of the Race.  Carson
Short, Robert Ballou, and Thomas
Meseraull passed 13 competitors
on three different nights to tie in
setting the high mark.  Champion
Carson Short was named as the
MSCS Hard Charger of the Year
2018 after having passed the most
cars on four different nights.

CERTIFIED RENTAL has
stepped up to add their support to
the overall appreciation for the
MSCS brand of exciting sprint car
racing.

Visit www.certifiedrental.com,
www.brandeismachinery.com or
www.mscssprints.com to find other
relative information and timely up-
dates.
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WACO, TX - Rare
to see a first for Kevin
Ramey, but Friday
night at Heart O'
Texas Speedway's
Gordon Woolley Clas-
sic was just that as the
pilot of the Iron Dome
Motorsports entry
snagged his first ca-
reer victory with the
ASCS Elite Non-Wing
Series presented by

Abilene Powder Coating over a
field of 32 entries.

The 21st different winner with
the series since it's inception in
2015, Ramey was chased to the
finish by Michael Day with Scott
Evans, Justin Fifield, and Michelle
Melton each advancing five posi-
tions to round out the top five.

Leading series race winner, Paul
White, was the night's Hard
Charger with a run from 19th to
sixth. Claud Estes crossed seventh
with Jarrod Jennings eighth. Mis-
souri's Quinton Benson finished
ninth with Kelly Lockey making up
10 positions to complete the top-
ten.

The ASCS Elite Non-Wing Se-
ries presented by Abilene Powder
Coating is scheduled to hit the track
again on Saturday, March 9. Gate
opens at 5:00 P.M. with action at
7:00 P.M. (CT) and includes UMP

Super Late Models, IMCA Southern
Sport Mods, Factory Stocks,
Bombers, Dwarf Cars, and UMP
Hornets. Admission is $10 for
adults and free for kids two years
and younger.

Big O Speedway can be found
at 3118 FM 85 in Ennis, Texas with
other information online
at http://www.bigospeedway.com.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up ASCS Nation, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com,
follow on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Carney Set for Lucas
Oil ASCS National
Tour Title Chase

EL PASO, TX - Itʼs something
that the El Paso, TX, hotshoe has
been gearing up for over the past
several years.

Now is the time, as John Carney
II is set to tackle the entire Lucas
Oil ASCS National Tour in 2019 in
pursuit of the $50,000 champi-
onship aboard the Sander Con-
struction/South Plains Auto
Transport/Mesilla Valley Trans-
portation No. J2 Sprint Car.

“Iʼm really excited about running
the whole thing for the first time,”

Carney commented.  “Itʼs some-
thing that Iʼve wanted to do for a
while now.  Weʼve been building to-
ward this for a while now and
everything has come together re-
ally well over the winter.”

It all gets started on a high-
speed clay oval that Carney has
found to be very much to his liking
with this weekendʼs 46th Annual
Spring Nationals at the storied
Devilʼs Bowl Speedway in
Mesquite, TX, on Friday and Satur-
day.

Itʼs the site where Carney cap-
tured the first of his three Lucas Oil
ASCS National Tour triumphs at the
2016 edition of the Winter Nation-
als.  Carney backed it up atop the
fast, half-mile clay oval with a pre-
liminary win the following year be-
fore settling for runner-up honors in
the 2017 finale of the Winter Na-
tionals.

“Devilʼs Bowl has been good for
us,” Carney says.  “In fact, it seems
like weʼve locked in most of the
times that we have been there in
the last several years.”

Carneyʼs Devilʼs Bowl prowess
is evident with a dozen finishes
among the top six in just 18 starts
atop the high-banked oval over the
past five seasons.

The schedule that awaits be-
yond this weekend on the ASCS
National trail includes approxi-
mately 45 nights of action at 27 dif-
ferent tracks throughout a dozen
tracks ranging from Pennsylvania
to Washington state.

“Aside from the tracks in the
northwest, Iʼve been to most of the

tracks at some point,” Carney
points out.  “We usually go pretty
well on tracks that we havenʼt seen,
so Iʼm pretty confident that we
wonʼt have any hangups on any of
the new tracks that we go to.”

In addition to Carneyʼs three
ASCS National Tour triumphs, he
has added more than a dozen Re-
gional wins as well as countless
305-ci triumphs in recent years to
ready himself for his first tour of
duty with the Lucas Oil ASCS Na-
tional Tour.

Carney rounded up a handful of
wins last year including an ASCS
Southwest Regional triumph while
also finishing seventh in ASCS
Speedweek points and then cap-
turing runner-up honors in Ore-
gonʼs “Speedweek Northwest”
points.

Now, he goes after the Lucas Oil
ASCS National Tour crown.

“Iʼm pumped, weʼre ready to get
things going on the right foot this
weekend,” Carney sums up.

John Carney Racing is made
possible by the support of invalu-
able partners including Danny
Sander Construction, South Plains
Auto Transport, Mesilla Valley
Transportation, Jackson Com-
paction, Vado Speedway Park,
CSR Garage, Momentum Racing
Suspensions, Performance Plus,
Performance Motor Coach, Raider
Graphix, MSD Ignition, Joe Hunt
Magnetos and Bell Helmets.

Next Up: Lucas Oil ASCS Na-
tional Tour at the 46th Annual
Devilʼs Bowl Speedway Spring Na-
tionals on Friday and Saturday.

BATAVIA, OH -
Eibach, a maker of the
finest performance
springs and suspen-
sion products in the
world, has announced
a major expansion of
its partnership with the
Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series beginning
in 2019.

“Weʼve enjoyed
our great partnership
with Eibach for ten
years,” said Rick

Schwallie, Series Director. “Itʼs be-
cause of dedicated partners like
Eibach that weʼre able to bring
some of the most exciting motor-
sports events to race fans across
the country.”

Eibach has become the title
sponsor of the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series Rookie of the

Year chase. The Eibach Rookie of
the Year award winner will collect
over $10,000 in cash and other
prizes at the championship awards
banquet.

“We are more than excited to be
a part of such a prestigious award
with LOLMDS,” said David Cardey,
Eibach Sales Manager. “If you look
down the list of ROTY winners, itʼs
a very impressive list of talented
drivers and teams and we are hon-
ored to be able to give something
back to them for their accomplish-
ments.”

In addition, the Eibach Rookie of
the Race will award $100 cash to
the highest finishing declared
rookie at each championship points
earning event.

“For the last 68 years Eibach
has dedicated itself to producing
the highest quality, most reliable,
consistent racing springs on the

market,” Cardey added. “Eibach
has withstood the test of time and
has continued to win champi-
onships in ALL Major forms of rac-
ing across the globe year after
year. We are a proud American
company with a German accent,
we are Eibach!”

Eibach production technology is
recognized worldwide as leading its
field, from their high-strength
spring-steel alloys, advanced CNC
winding process, high-quality cor-
rosion protection and legendary
longevity of their components. The
entire process, from initial develop-
ment to final ship-
ping, is subject to an
extensive quality
management system
that is certified by the
highest ISO
9001:2008 interna-
tional quality stan-
dard. In fact, Eibach
operates in accor-
dance to its own,
often more rigid,

specifications. When you see the
Eibach logo on a part, you can be
sure that it is of the highest possible
quality.

To learn more and view a full list
of Eibachʼs race-proven products,
visit www.eibach.com online.

You can also follow Eibach on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
eibach, follow on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/eibach_racing and
see them on Instagram at www.in-
stagram.com/eibach_world.

For the latest breaking news on
the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries, visit www.lucasdirt.com.
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Auto Club Speedway
FONTANA, CA -

Auto Club Speedway
announces WWE Su-
perstar Rey Mysterio,
as the Honorary Pace
Car Driver for the
Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
Auto Club 400 race at
Auto Club Speedway
on Sunday, March 17.
The WWE Superstar
is hopping out of the
ring to get behind the
wheel of the Official
NASCAR 2019 Toyota
Supra Pace Car
where he will lead the

Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries drivers before the start of the
Auto Club 400 at 12:30 p.m.
PT/3:30 p.m. ET, televised on FOX.

New this year, Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series drivers will
line up for a “Five Wide Salute” dur-
ing the pace laps to pay homage to
Saturday night short tracks and to
celebrate Auto Club Speedwayʼs
signature racing style of flat out and
five wide.

The San Diego native is known
for his high-flying style and signa-
ture masked look, which has made
him one of the well-known and
beloved competitors of all-time. 

Mysterio is one of the most dec-
orated Superstars in history, be-
coming a Triple Crown Champion
in 2011. Mysterio has won the
WWE Championship, World
Heavyweight Championship (2x),
Intercontinental Championship
(2x), Cruiserweight Championship
(3x) and Tag Team Championships
(4x) during his illustrious career. He
also won the Royal Rumble in
2006.   

With a race ticket and pre-race
pit pass, fans will be able to see
Rey Mysterio participate in the pre-
race ceremonies, and will also re-
ceive access to the OʼReilly Auto
Parts Fan Zone featuring live en-
tertainment, NASCAR driver ap-
pearances, Monster Energy Smoke
Shows, Leftyʼs Fun Zone, celebrity
appearances and motorsport dis-
plays. 

To purchase tickets to Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series Club
400 race, call 800-944-RACE
(7223), log on to www.autoclub-
speedway.com, or visit the Auto
Club Speedway ticket office at
9300 Cherry Avenue, Fontana.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - Grammy Award-

winner Charlie Daniels, who has
entertained America for more than
five decades on stage, will perform

a free concert on the newly named
Xfinity Stage at Victory Plaza on
Sunday, May 5, before the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series race
at Dover International Speedway,
part of the Monster Mileʼs 50th An-
niversary celebration.

Xfinity is the new sponsor of the
Xfinity Stage at Victory Plaza, the
entertainment centerpiece of Dover
International Speedwayʼs NASCAR
tripleheader weekends. The Xfinity
Stage at Victory Plaza, located in
the grassy area near the Monster
Monument, is the home for the
trackʼs free pre-race concerts and
NASCAR driver and personality
question-and-answers sessions
throughout the Monster Mileʼs
NASCAR events.

Daniels, inducted in the Country
Music Hall of Fame in 2016, formed
the Charlie Daniels Band in 1972.
His signature song, “The Devil
Went Down To Georgia,” won a

Grammy Award for Best Country
Vocal Performance by a Duo or
Group in 1979, as well as Single of
the Year at the Country Music As-
sociation Awards.

The Charlie Daniels Bandʼs
other memorable hits include “Un-
easy Rider,” “Long Haired Country
Boy,” “The Southʼs Gonna Do It
Again,” “In America,” and “The Leg-
end of Wooley Swamp.”

“I love what I do,” said Daniels,
who has sold more than 20 million
records in his career. “I look for-
ward to entertaining people. When
show time gets here, Iʼm ready to
go, ready to go play for them. Itʼs a
labor of love. I just thank God I
make a living at what I enjoy
doing.”

Danielsʼ latest studio albums, re-
leased in the last two years, are
“Memories, Memoirs & Miles –
Songs of a Lifetime,” and “Beau
Weevils – Songs in the Key of E.”

Danielsʼ concert will be the first
Sunday concert on the newly
named Xfinity Stage at Victory
Plaza. Xfinity will also have a spe-
cial Xfinity Zone area located in our
expanded 8-acre FanZone
throughout the May 3-5 NASCAR
tripleheader weekend.

“Xfinity has been focused on
bringing fans awesome entertain-
ment experiences across sports
and music and this is a perfect op-
portunity to bring them together,”
said Matt Lederer, Comcastʼs vice
president for brand partnerships.
“Between the experience fans will
get at the Xfinity Stage and in the
Xfinity Zone, it will be an unforget-
table weekend that race fans wonʼt
want to miss.”

The free concert is just part of
Doverʼs planned 50th Anniversary
celebrations during the May 3-5
NASCAR tripleheader weekend. In
addition to the special gold Monster
Trophies given to the race winners
and the free Dover diecast cars to
the first 15,000 guests on Sunday,
May 5, fans can also enjoy multiple
free performances by the famous
Harlem Globetrotters in the 8-acre
FanZone before the May 5 Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series race.
Additional entertainment and soon-
to-be-announced activities are out-
lined at DoverSpeedway.com. 

The May 3-5 NASCAR triple-
header weekend also includes the
“JEGS 200” NASCAR Gander Out-
doors Truck Series race on Friday,
May 3, and the NASCAR Xfinity
Series Dash 4 Cash race on Satur-
day, May 4.

The Monster Mileʼs Oct. 4-6
NASCAR tripleheader weekend
features the NASCAR K&N Pro Se-
ries East race on Friday, Oct. 4, the
NASCAR Xfinity Series playoff race
on Saturday, Oct. 5 and the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
playoff race on Sunday, Oct. 6. The
Oct. 6, 2019 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series playoff race
will be the 100th NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race in track history. Dover In-
ternational Speedway will be the
10th track in the nation to host 100
NASCAR Cup Series races.

Keep up to date on all 50th An-
niversary announcements and
schedules by visiting DoverSpeed-
way.com or calling (800) 441-
RACE. You can also keep up with
all track activities at
Facebook.com/DoverInternational-
Speedway, or on Twitter and Insta-
gram at @MonsterMile.

zMAX Dragway
CONCORD, NC - The sensory

overload of nitro-fueled excitement 
(Continued Next Page)

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - The last concrete pour to complete the structure

of Talladega Superspeedwayʼs new Turn 3 Oversized Vehicle Tunnel
took place this week.

The Oversized Vehicle Tunnel, which is scheduled for completion in
time for the trackʼs April 26-28, spring motorsports tripleheader week-
end featuring the GEICO 500, MoneyLion 300 and General Tire 200,
is the initial development of the approximately $50 million Transfor-
mation – The Talladega Superspeedway Infield Project presented by
Graybar. It is part of International Speedway Corporationʼs (Talladegaʼs
parent company) long-term capital allocation plan and reinvestment
into its major motorsports complexes. The new 2-lane tunnel will be ca-
pable of allowing vehicles as large as race team haulers and fansʼ
recreational vehicles to enter and exit the track simultaneously with
ease. It will be open 24 hours during event weekends. Backfilling to
cover the outside and top of the tunnel has begun with compacted
stone and is expected to be completed sometime next week.

The culmination of Transformation – The Talladega Superspeed-
way Infield Project presented by Graybar will occur this October and
will allow fans to be immersed into the sport of NASCAR with a one-
of-a-kind Talladega Garage Experience, which will feature “up-close”
access, interactive attractions and enhanced amenities for fans, spon-
sors, teams and stakeholders in the iconic Talladega infield.

Fans can learn more about the project and view the progress 24/7
via the construction cam by visiting
www.talladegasuperspeedway.com/transformation.
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and the brightness of
dragstersʼ header
flames will illuminate
zMAX Dragway when
the NGK Spark Plugs
NHRA Four-Wide Na-
tionals roars to life with
an all-new Night of
Fire on Friday, April
26. For the first time,
the NHRAʼs original
four-lane drag strip –
known as the Bellagio
of drag strips – will
light the tree and the
night sky with qualify-
ing beginning at 4:30

p.m. and concluding under the
stars.

In addition to attractions includ-
ing East10Drift ride-alongs and the
NHRAʼs only four-wide Mountain
Motor Pro Stock races, the first
night of the NGK Spark Plugs
NHRA Four-Wide Nationals will
bring pyrotechnics, revolutionary
driver introductions, pre-qualifying
DJ sets and the worldʼs fastest
competitors in Top Fuel, Funny Car,
Mountain Motor Pro Stock, Pro
Stock Motorcycle and Pro Mod.

Gates are slated to open at 12
p.m., allowing fans to enjoy un-
precedented access to their fa-
vorite drivers, cars and teams in the
sprawling midway before the can-
dle is lit on the Night of Fire.

“zMAX Dragway is known for
blazing a trail, so we figured weʼd
blaze a trail under the lights in
April,” said Greg Walter, the execu-
tive vice president and general
manager of Charlotte Motor Speed-
way. “Adding the Night of Fire to the
NGK Spark Plugs NHRA Four-
Wide Nationals is going to give our
fans more new, exciting elements
to one of drag racingʼs biggest,
most spectacular weekends. Iʼm
looking forward to seeing these
finely tuned machines go four-wide
at night.”

TICKETS: Weekend passes to
the NGK Spark Plugs NHRA Four-
Wide Nationals include tickets to
Friday, Saturday and Sundayʼs
events as well as a parking pass
and access to the pit areas. Week-
end passes start at just $99 with
single-day tickets and camping
packages also available. Visit
www.charlottemotorspeedway.com
/tickets or call 800-455-FANS
(3267) for more details.

FOLLOW US: Keep track of all
of Charlotte Motor Speedwayʼs at-
tractions and events by following
on Twitter and Instagram or be-
come a Facebook fan. Keep up
with all the latest news and infor-

mation with the Charlotte Motor
Speedway mobile app.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Atlanta Motor

Speedway, in conjunction with
Henry County and Associates
Group Insurance, is collecting sup-
plies to help people impacted by re-
cent tornadoes in South Georgia.

The Speedway is among sev-
eral locations in Henry County ac-
cepting donated items. All supplies
are requested to be new and items
needed include: toiletries, non-per-
ishable items, diapers & wipes and
cleaning supplies.

Supplies will be collected at At-
lanta Motor Speedway between 9
a.m. and 6 p.m. near the Security
Command Post at the main en-
trance to the Speedway through
March 11. Donations are also being
accepted at the Henry County Ad-
ministration Building, the Sheriffʼs
Office, the Public Safety Building,
and all Henry County Fire Depart-
ments between the hours of 8 a.m.
and 5 p.m.

Atlanta Motor Speedway is lo-
cated at 1500 Tara Place in Hamp-
ton just off GA Highway 19/41. The
Henry County Administration Build-
ing is located at 140 Henry County
Pkwy in McDonough; The Sheriffʼs
Office is located at 120 Henry Pkwy
in McDonough; and the Public
Safety Building is located at 110 S.
Zack Hinton Pkwy in McDonough.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - Bristol Motor

Speedway officials are inviting
NASCAR fans to get closer than
theyʼve ever been before to experi-
ence a bigger, bolder and louder
pre-race pit party that will show-
case country music superstar
Randy Houser and provide the offi-
cial kick-off for the Food City 500
on Sunday, April 7th. 

The dynamic pre-race show will
introduce NASCARʼs Monster En-
ergy Cup Series drivers and am-
plify their entrance into The Last
Great Colosseum behind a
pumped-up backdrop of brilliant py-
rotechnics, billowing smoke and
energized music. Fans who pur-
chase the add-on pass to the ex-
clusive BMS Pre-Race Pit Stop will
have a front and center view of all
the pre-race activities, and will be
able to give high-fives to their fa-
vorite drivers as they are intro-
duced.

A brand new double-stage setup
will be anchored by an extended
walkway, all centered along a large
footprint area in the pits that paral-
lel the BMS frontstretch. The mod-
ern stage configuration will allow

for hundreds of fans to gather
around and become an integral
part of the pre-race festivities.

The new pre-race concept was
inspired during an off-season Twit-
ter conversation between NASCAR
star Clint Bowyer and SMI CEO
Marcus Smith. Bowyer tweeted to
Smith that he wanted to see more
flames, smoke and dazzle during
Bristol pre-race activities and Smith
told him without hesitation that The
Worldʼs Fastest Half-Mile would be
happy to oblige.

“We canʼt wait to unveil our new
pre-race package to our guests on
Sunday at the Food City 500,” said
Jerry Caldwell, executive vice pres-
ident and general manager of Bris-
tol Motor Speedway. “The BMS
team has long been innovators on
many fronts in NASCAR and we
think fans and drivers alike will
enjoy what we have in store for
them during our bigger, bolder and
louder pre-race ceremony.

“We certainly think our good
friend Clint Bowyer will approve.”

Country music favorite Houser
will ignite the pre-race festivities
with his robust sound. The Missis-
sippi native has scored several No.
1 songs during his nearly two
decade career in Nashville. His hits
include “How Country Feels,” “Run-
ning Outta Moonlight,” “Goodnight
Kiss,” “Like a Cowboy” and “We
Went.”

“Randy Houser has one of the
most distinctive voices in country
music and we are honored to have
him set the tone as the opening act
for our Pre-Race Pit Stop at the
Food City 500,” Caldwell said. “We
feel like his booming vocals will
provide the perfect launch to the
new BMS pre-race experience.”

Houserʼs latest hit, “What
Whiskey Does,” was released last
November on his latest album titled
Magnolia, and has moved up the
charts. Houser recently performed
the song live on The Tonight Show
Starring Jimmy Fallon.

“Excited to be coming to Bristol
Motor Speedway to perform at the
Food City 500,” Houser said.
“NASCAR fans are known for their
passion; every time we play a
NASCAR event their energy is in-
credible!"

To purchase Pre-Race Pit Stop
passes as well as reserved seat
tickets for the Food City 500,
please call 423-BRISTOL or buy
them online at www.BRIS-
TOLTIX.com. The Pre-Race Pit
Stop pass is an exclusive add-on
experience available to Food City
500 ticket holders (ages 12 and
older) that provides several ameni-
ties, including a Cold Pass for in-

field access, opportunity to see the
teams, cars and haulers up close,
access to Food City 500 pre-race
ceremonies including the pre-race
concert as well as driver intros.

Bristol Motor Speedway officials
are making it easier than ever for
kids to have an awesome experi-
ence. Youʼll also want to check out
BMSʼ new teen and college ticket
pricing programs. Kidsʼ tickets (12
and under) are free and adult tick-
ets are $10 for Fridayʼs (April 5)
Bushʼs Beans Pole Day. On Satur-
day (April 6), kidsʼ tickets are free
and adult tickets start at $30 for the
Alsco 300 NASCAR Xfinity Series
race and the Zombie Auto 150
NASCAR K&N Series event. On
Sunday (April 7) adult tickets start
at $50 for the Food City 500 and
kidsʼ tickets are $10. For all races,
each child must have a physical
ticket in hand to enter the gates.
The Bristol Motor Speedway ticket
office is the only authorized location
that can produce the free kidsʼ tick-
ets. For a limited time, adult grand-
stand tickets can also be
purchased directly from any neigh-
borhood Food City store.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Talladega Su-

perspeedway announced today
that admissions are AVAILABLE
NOW to the new, much anticipated
Talladega Garage Experience,
where fans will be immersed into
the sport of NASCAR like never be-
fore when it debuts at the 2.66-mile
venue in October upon the comple-
tion of Transformation – The Tal-
ladega Infield Project presented by
Graybar.

Fans can simply call 1-877-Go2-
DEGA to reserve their passes into
the one-of-a-kind, ultimate Tal-
ladega Garage Experience, which
will deliver extraordinary access
and activities. The track also re-
leased a new, colorful, educational
“flythrough” video and artwork that
showcases what fans can come to
expect. To see both, visit www.tal-
ladegasuperspeedway.com/TGE.

Set to open Oct. 11-13 as part of
Talladega Superspeedwayʼs 50th
anniversary during the
1000Bulbs.com 500 for the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
(MENCS) and the Sugarlands
Shine 250 for the NASCAR Gander
Outdoors Series (NGOTS), the Tal-
ladega Garage Experience will fea-
ture:

• Access inside all of the
MENCS garages via an “up-close”
fan viewing walkway – Itʼs like get-
ting in the locker room on game
day as fans will be under the same 

(Continued Next Page)
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roof, just feet away
from the teams and
cars of NASCARʼs
premier series as they
are prepped for the
track.

• Open Air Social
Club – The 35,000-
square-foot venue is
just steps away from
each of the top 22
MENCS garage stalls
and will feature a bar,
a large 41-foot diago-
nal video screen,
lounge chairs, tables,
televisions and more.

• Celebration Plaza – Be a part
of the Gatorade Victory Lane cele-
bration once the winner of each
race takes the checkered flag.

• Iron Alley – After entering the
Talladega Garage Experience, take
a stroll down memory lane, filled
with iconic track facts, historic race
cars and memorabilia.

• Social Areas – Watch Zone
with a magnificent 40x80 foot video
board, a Kids Zone and a Beer
Garden. A total of 140,000 square
feet of engagement areas with
plenty of seating for relaxation.

• Wi-Fi – Free Wi-Fi access
available only in the Talladega
Garage Experience.

• Other enhancements such as
Concession Stands, Restroom
Complexes, Guest Services Center
and fan First Aid Facility are
throughout the Talladega Garage
Experience.

Advance-priced admissions for
adults for Sunday in the Talladega
Garage Experience are just $89.
There are also special advance-
priced offers for the Talladega
Garage Experience for children 12
and under ($39 for Sunday), mili-
tary members and first responders
($60 for Sunday). Full weekend op-
tions are available as well. Each
Talladega Garage Experience pass
must accompany a grandstand or
infield admission ticket for that
dayʼs on-track event. To see all
pricing options, log onto www.tal-
ladegasuperspeedway.com/TGE.

To guarantee their admissions,
fans are encouraged to call 1-877-
Go2-DEGA. An additional area lo-
cated in the Talladega Garage
Experience is the two-level Pit
Road Club, and those tickets are
sold separately.

The approximately $50 million
Transformation – The Talladega
Superspeedway Infield Project pre-
sented by Graybar is part of Inter-
national Speedway Corporationʼs
(Talladegaʼs parent company) long-

term capital allocation plan and
reinvestment into its major motor-
sports complexes. A new over-
sized, 2-lane Turn 3 vehicle tunnel,
as well as the new Finish Line Pre-
mium RV area (full hookups) and
Infield Shower Trailers, will be in
place for the upcoming tripleheader
weekend, featuring the GEICO
500, April 26-28. Information on
new RV spaces located inside the
Alabama Gang Superstretch that
will be in place for October is forth-
coming.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Looking ex-

actly like something Buck Rogers
and Flash Gordon would have
flown into space back in the 1930s,
the Euclid Beach Park Rocket Ship
Car is blasting its way to Charlotte
Motor Speedway for the April 4-7
Pennzoil AutoFair.

Most “circle swing” amusement
park rides spend their lifetimes
traveling a million miles in very tight
circles. Such was the case with the
three Rocket Ships that spun pas-
sengers silly at Cleveland, Ohioʼs
Euclid Beach Park. Seating 10 to
15 excitement seekers at a time,
the wood and stainless steel rock-
ets were installed in 1935 during
the height of Americaʼs Great De-
pression and were abandoned
when the park closed in 1969.

In 2005, amusement park en-
thusiasts Joe Tomaro and John
Frato purchased one of the 26-foot-
long rockets from a warehouse and
put it into their growing collection of
Euclid Beach memorabilia. Be-

cause they had turned a retired Eu-
clid “Thriller” roller coaster train into
a street-legal ride four years earlier,
the temptation to do the same with
the rocket was strong. In 2006, the
business partners mounted the
rocket on a 1-ton Chevrolet truck
chassis and installed a 502ci
Chevy V-8 and automatic transmis-
sion. With 490 horsepower on tap
and an air ride suspension, the
Rocket Ship lives up to its name
while delivering a respectable 13 to
15 miles per gallon on the highway.
Adding to the space opera feel of
this unique car is an array of 1,700
color-changing LED lights.

The Euclid Beach Boys, as
Tomaro and Frato have become
known, now offer ride and dine ex-
cursions around Cleveland (and, in
winter months, Florida) in their
Thriller and Rocket Ship cars.
Tomaro reports that many of
todayʼs repeat customers enjoyed
the rocket when it was traveling be-
tween planets at Euclid Beach.

“Itʼs like our customers get to re-
live their childhoods again,” he
said. “Itʼs a trip down Memory Lane
for them.”

During all four days of the April
4-7 Pennzoil AutoFair, the motor-
ized Rocket Ship Car carnival ride
will share space with a Ghost-
busters tribute car, a 60th anniver-
sary display of
Chevroletʼs El
Caminos, an exhibit
of Bonneville Salt
Flats racers, and a
handful of Ridler
Award-winning cus-

tom machines.
MORE INFO: The Pennzoil Aut-

oFair features more than 50 car
club displays and more than 10,000
vendor spaces offering an array of
automotive parts and memorabilia.
More than 1,500 collectible vehi-
cles of all makes and models will
be available for sale in the car cor-
ral that rings the 1.5-mile super-
speedway. In addition, kids can
enjoy face-painting, bounce
houses, and other games and en-
tertainment in the Play Zone. Hours
for the April 4-7 Pennzoil AutoFair
are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Thursday
through Saturday, and 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. Sunday.

TICKETS: Single-day tickets are
$11 each day for adults. Admission
is FREE for children 13 and under
with an adult. A 4-Day Weekend
Pass is available for just $32. To
buy tickets, AutoFair attendees can
call the speedway ticket office at 1-
800-455-FANS (3267), shop online
at www.charlottemotor speed-
way.com or buy them at the gate.

FOLLOW US: Keep track of
Pennzoil AutoFair attractions and
events by following on Twitter and
Instagram or become a Facebook
fan. Keep up with all the latest
news and information with the
Charlotte Motor Speedway mobile
app.
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The Euclid Park Rocket Ship Car will be among many unique machines coming to Pennzoil AutoFair
April 4-7 at Charlotte Motor Speedway. (CMS photo)



Dodge City
Raceway Park

DODGE CITY, KS
- The 2019 racing sea-
son at Dodge City
Raceway Park is rap-
idly approaching, as
opening night atop the
3/8-mile clay oval in
southeast Kansas is
just one short month
away.

Dodge City Race-
way Park will raise the
curtains on the season
with a full card of
championship chase
action on Saturday
night, April 6.

The season opens with a bang
as the Precise Racing Products
DCRP Sprint Cars square off with
the United Rebel Sprint Series.
The IMCA Modifieds, IMCA Sport
Modifieds, IMCA Stock Cars and
IMCA Hobby Stocks fill out the
opening night card.

The April 6 season opener will
be preceded by a car show and
open practice on Saturday, March
23.

The April 6 event is the first of 18
scheduled events atop the 3/8-mile
clay oval that ultimately culminates
with the World of Outlaws Sprint
Cars “Boot Hill Showdown” on Sep-
tember 20-21.

A number of other special events
take place along the way including
the marquee Lubbock Wrecker
Service DCRP Sprint Car Nationals
event on June 13-15.  The full slate
of events is available at
https://www.dodgecityraceway.com
/schedule/.

The 2019 season at Dodge City
Raceway Park will also be en-
hanced by the addition of “Little
DCRP”, a 1/7-mile clay oval con-
structed within the existing Race-
way that will play host to eight
Sunday cards of Micro Sprints and
Karts.

Reigning DCRP track champi-
ons include Steven Richardson in
the DCRP Sprint Car Ranks, Nick
Link in IMCA Modifieds, Jeff Kaup
in IMCA Sport Modifieds, Dusty
Witthuhn in IMCA Stock Cars and
Reagan Sellard in IMCA Hobby
Stocks.

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
Dodge City located at 201 4th Av-
enue is the official lodging partner
of Dodge City Raceway Park.  The
Holiday Inn Express & Suites offi-
cial internet site is located at
www.hiexpress.com/DodgeCity/HI-
Express.  Race fans staying at the
Holiday Inn & Suites Dodge City
will want to request the special
DCRP rate for their visit when mak-

ing reservations.
Dodge City Raceway Park is lo-

cated on the south edge of Dodge
City, KS, on US 283, then 0.9 miles
west on US 56, then 0.1 miles
south.  For more information, con-
tact the track at 620-225-3277 or
check www.dodgecityraceway.
com.

Knoxville Raceway
KNOXVILLE, IA - The sprint car

division formerly known as the
"305" class at Knoxville Raceway,
will now be referred to as the Pro
Sprints presented by Pace Per-
formance. The class will require the
CT525 Chevrolet Performance en-
gine package to be utilized by all
competitors. Pace Performance,
which produces the CT525 Chevro-
let Performance engine package,
will also be the presenting sponsor
of the Pro Sprints class.

"It's been an exciting journey the
past three seasons working with
the Knoxville Raceway officials to
develop the Knoxville CT525 spec
engine package," said Don Blacks-
hear, Director of Circle Track En-
gine Development for Pace
Performance. "The vision of the
Marion County Fair Board and
Knoxville Raceway officials to offer
a controlled, cost-competitive en-
gine package for their entry level di-
vision, has proven successful with
back-to-back championships with
(driver) Eric Bridger. The former
305-class has continued to develop
driver talent that's now feeding the
360 division at Knoxville. We're
looking forward to continued
growth in the Pro Sprint class and
more exciting racing in 2019." 

Pro Sprint feature events will
also see a purse increase in 2019,
paying $600 to win and $150 to
start. Three events - the Marion
County Farm Bureau mid-season
race championship on Saturday,
June 22; the 305 feature event dur-
ing the 360 Knoxville Nationals pre-
sented by Great Southern Bank on
Saturday, August 3; and the Media-
com season finale on Saturday, Au-
gust 24 - will see additional purse
increases. 

"The carbureted, all-aluminum
Chevrolet Performance engine
package is a good stepping stone
for the Pro Sprint presented by
Pace Performance class," said
John McCoy, Knoxville Raceway
Race Director. "Our Competition
Director, Mike Proffitt, was a lead-
ing force in getting to this place. We
both feel the drivers will be able to
focus on making laps, getting valu-
able seat time and chassis setup
experience with these engines.

"It's somewhat unusual in the

dirt track racing world to see direct
support to the purse from the en-
gine suppliers. Pace Performance
has helped support this class for a
few years and are now stepping up
again in 2019 and beyond." 

The Pro Sprints presented by
Pace Performance will compete 15
times at Knoxville Raceway in
2019, starting with the April 13
Kraig Ford/PellaMotors.com Sea-
son Opener. 

Competitors with questions re-
garding the Pro Sprint presented by
Pace Performance engine package
and rules are encouraged to con-
tact Mike Proffitt at
mikep@knoxvilleraceway.com or
John McCoy at 641-842-5431 or
johnm@knoxvilleraceway.com.

La Salle Speedway
LA SALLE, IL - La Salle Speed-

wayʼs eighth annual Thaw Brawl
presented by Hoker Trucking on
March 29-30 has a new look in
2019 as the big weekend becomes
part of the American Ethanol Late
Model Tour for the first time.

The rising American Ethanol-
sponsored Super Late Model se-
ries will kick off its fifth season of
competition by sanctioning the
Thaw Brawl, a two-day spectacular
that features a 50-lap, $5,000-to-
win A-main on Fri., March 29, and a
75-lap, $15,000-to-win finale on
Sat., March 30. The doubleheader
represents the richest weekend in
the short history of the regional cir-
cuit that is steadily expanding to
tracks outside of its
traditional Michigan base.

“I was very, very impressed with
them when we did the show last
year at La Salle,” La Salle promoter
Tony Izzo Jr. said of the AELMT,
which made its first visit to the quar-
ter-mile central Illinois oval last Au-
gust for a $4,000-to-win event won
by 2016 Thaw Brawl victor Brian
Shirley of Chatham, Ill. “They
worked real close with us and I
said, ʻYou know, letʼs do some stuff
together in the future. You guys fit
my program really good and hope-
fully we can be a positive to help
build your series too.ʼ

“They kind of blew me com-
pletely off my feet last year when
they said what they offer a pro-
moter, the staff they bring and how
they would run the show. You hear
that a lot, but they did everything
they said they were gonna do, the
races went off without any glitches
and I was able to focus on other
things (during the race night). I
said, ʻThis is something I want to be
involved in.ʼ Theyʼre really a hidden
gem when it comes to regional se-
ries.”

Izzo sees the American Ethanol
Tour as a strong fit for his Thaw
Brawl, an event that stands as the
first big-money Super Late Model
special on the state of Illinoisʼs
2019 racing calendar.

“Iʼll tell ̒ ya, Iʼve always been very
well supported by Michigan fans
and racers on my Thaw Brawl,”
Izzo said. “I guess itʼs just that itʼs
that time of the year up there where
they canʼt really attempt to race yet
and we can, so since we started
the race (in 2012) weʼve always
had a good turnout of Michigan
fans and good Michigan drivers.
Having the race as part of the
American Ethanol Tour will just add
to that Michigan flavor.”

Wolverine State racers like de-
fending AELMT champion Brandon
Thirlby of Traverse City, two-time
series titlist Dona Marcoullier of
Houghton Lake, Eric Spangler of
Lake City and Travis Stemler of
Ionia are among those expected to
travel south to test themselves on
La Salleʼs high banks. They will
face off with a talented array of
standout drivers with plans to enter
the action, including homegrown
Illinois stars Shirley, Bobby Pierce
of Oakwood, Shannon Babb of
Moweaqua, Jason Feger of Bloom-
ington, Ryan Unzicker of El Paso
and Dennis Erb Jr. of Carpen-
tersville.

The Thaw Brawl is one of three
trips the American Ethanol Tour is
set to make to La Salle in 2019, es-
tablishing the track as a key venue
on the circuitʼs 25-race schedule.
The series will also sanction the
$6,000-to-win Bill Waite Jr. Memo-
rial Classic on Sun., July 21, and
the inaugural Fan Fueled 50K on
Sept. 27-28, a blockbuster two-day
inaugural event that boasts a
$30,000-to-win finale and offers the
opportunity for one driver to pocket
$50,000. Izzo said he will an-
nounce details of the Fan Fueled
50K at a later date.

Tickets, reserved motorhome
camping spots and VIP parking are
now on sale for the Thaw Brawl
presented by Hoker Trucking,
which also includes complete pro-
grams on both March 29 and 30 for
the American Ethanol Modified
Tour presented by All-Star Per-
formance, IMCA modifieds
and sport mods. The American
Ethanol Late Model and Modified
action will be contested under UMP
DIRTcar rules and regulations while
the IMCA modifieds and sport
mods will utilize IMCA rules. The
rain date for the weekend is Sun.,
March 31, or April 12-13.

DirtonDirt.com will provide live
(Continued on Next Page…)
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(Continued…)

pay-per-view video
coverage of the Thaw
Brawl weekend for
those who can not at-
tend in person.

Izzo has sched-
uled a pair of pre-
Thaw Brawl open
practice sessions at La
Salle for March 22 and
28, both from 4-10
p.m. 

Ticket and camp-
ing information and
other details about the
Thaw Brawl weekend
can be obtained by

visiting www.lasallespeedway.com
or calling the track office at 815-
223-6900.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

After a dismal 2017 season in
Staffordʼs SK Modified® division,
Eric Berndt was back among the
front runners in 2018.  Berndt and
the #66 Cosʼ Central Auto team
scored 8 podium finishes last sea-
son with 3 wins, 4 second place fin-
ishes, and one third place effort.
Berndt credits a new car and some
new team members as the reasons
for his return to the front of the SK
Modified® pack and he is looking to
continue his front running ways this
season.

“We built a brand new car over
the winter and that definitely
helped,” said Berndt.  “The biggest
thing for us in previous years was
not having enough help with the
car.  Last year we had Stash Bu-
tova and a couple other guys help-
ing us out and that helped pick our
whole program up.  The car was
fast right out of the box last year
and it was just a matter of every-
body jelling.  Once we did, it was
case of being in the right place at
the right time and being in the right
lane and which lane went and
which lane didnʼt go.  The champi-
onship is the goal that everyone
sets for themselves at the begin-
ning of the year.  Obviously we
want to win races and if we can win
races and be competitive, that will
keep us in the championship hunt.
We want to win the championship
but if we can get a top-3 finish in
the points and at least get some
wins and podium finishes, you canʼt
really shake your head at that.  A
year like that is an accomplishment
in itself when youʼre racing in the
SK Modifieds® at Stafford.  Thanks
to North End Auto Parts, Cosʼ Cen-
tral Auto, T/A Racing Engines,
Troyer Race Cars, R & R Fabrica-

tion, and the entire crew for all their
hard work and helping to get every-
thing together this winter and hope-
fully we can put together a strong
season.”

One area that Berndt will be
looking to shore up during the 2019
season will be his consistency.  Of
Berndtʼs 14 top-10 finishes last
season, 12 were top-5 finishes,
showing that his #66 car had the
speed to be a championship con-
tender.  Out of Berndtʼs 7 finishes
outside the top-10, 6 of them were
finishes of 16th or worse.

“The biggest thing for us will be
to avoid any DNFʼs because thatʼs
what really hurt us last year,” said
Berndt.  “We had 5 DNFʼs last year
and if we can avoid those or at
least salvage a 10th or 12 place fin-
ish on a bad night instead of finish-
ing 20th or worse, that doesnʼt
leave as big a hole to have to dig
out of.”

The optimal solution for Berndt
and the #66 team would be to re-
capture their form of last July.  In
four races, Berndt won twice and
finished second twice.  

“July was definitely our best
month last year,” said Berndt.  “The
car seemed like it was working at
its best that month and we caught
some lucky breaks.  We didnʼt get
caught up in any wrecks and we al-
ways seemed to be in the right lane
at the right time.  Even at the start
of August we were strong but then
we got caught up in some stuff and
that kind of killed us a little bit.”

If Berndt and the #66 team are
going to be championship con-
tenders in 2019, they know they
need to get off to a good start with
a strong finish in the season open-
ing NAPA Spring Sizzler feature
event on Sunday, April 28.  The
NAPA Spring Sizzler has been an
Achilles Heel for Berndt and the
#66 team as they havenʼt recorded
a top-10 finish in that race since fin-
ishing second in 2012.

“The Sizzler is definitely the
stepping stone for the season,”
said Berndt.  “Unfortunately for us,
our track record hasnʼt been very
good coming out of the Sizzler the
past 5 or 6 years and weʼve had to
dig ourselves out of a hole right at
the start of the season.  If you can
come out of the Sizzler with a solid
top-10 finish, it seems like whoever
wins that race or has a good run,
they tend to go on a streak right at
the start of the season and that
makes it that much tougher to climb
out of a hole if you have a bad fin-
ish.  The competition is going to be
as tough as it ever was again and
itʼs like that every year at Stafford.
Every year thereʼs always a stand-

out driver.  Last year Keith [Rocco]
started the season like a ball of fire
and he put together 6 wins, Mike
Christopher, Jr. won the last 3
races, and Ronnie [Williams] won 4
races, so thereʼs always someone
that stands out and youʼve got to
chase that guy.  Hopefully we can
be that standout driver this year.”

Berndt and his team have been
busy during the winter going
through his #66 car and at the
same time preparing a backup car.

“I feel really confident about this
season,” said Berndt.  “Weʼre going
through the car and getting it ready
for the season and weʼve also been
working on putting together a
backup car.  Weʼll have two cars
and several motors ready to go so
hopefully everything will work out
for us and we can be a little
stronger than we were last year on
the championship side of things.”

In addition to his Friday night ef-
forts with his #66 machine, Berndt
is also busy on Monday nights rac-
ing in the Wild Thing Karts with his
son Parker and daughter Summer.
While Berndt enjoys racing with his
kids, he says that sometimes he
feels even more pressure than he
does racing on Friday nights in the
SK Modified® division.

“My oldest Brooke hung up her
helmet so we have Summer and
Parker racing on Monday nights,”
said Berndt.  “Summer will be start-
ing out in the Cubs and moving up
to the Tiger B during the year and
Parker will be racing in the Tiger A
division.  Itʼs an awesome time rac-
ing with them, I love it a lot.  Some-
times Monday nights can bring
more pressure than Friday nights.
With what I know and what Iʼve
done in racing, I want to make sure
their karts are right and obviously I
want to see them succeed.”

The 2019 SK Modified® season
kicks off with the 48th Annual NAPA
Spring Sizzler®, scheduled for April
26-28.  Tickets for the “Greatest
Race in the History of Spring” are
on sale now by calling the Speed-
way Box Office 860-684-2783 or
online at www.staffordspeedway.
com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

After a rookie season recording
one top-5 and four top-10 finishes,
Plantsville, CT native Matt Vassar
is ready for bigger things in 2019.
Vassar, who had never driven a
modified, spent the majority of his
rookie season learning about his
car and the competition as the
driver of the #11 Hummel Brothers
Hot Dogs Chevrolet.  Vassar and
his crew have made several up-

grades to the #11 machine, which
has him optimistic about becoming
a front runner in 2019.

“Weʼve updated our Raceworks
car with a new front clip from Eddie
Flemke and also changed some
other small things on the car with
some technology gains that Eddie
has made,” said Vassar.  “We re-
freshed our Pettit motor and bought
a second motor from him that weʼre
going to use in the second half of
the season. Last year we didnʼt re-
ally do a lot with the car because I
was still pretty green in a modified.
Now that I have some experience,
we can go after it hard and get the
car going a lot better.  Our goal is
to win a race.  We want to finish
minimum top-10 in the points
standings and weʼd like to be a
challenger for a podium finish every
week.  We didnʼt win Rookie of the
Year last year and even though we
didnʼt take that trophy home, we
want to show everyone that we
plan on collecting a few other tro-
phies this season.  We have great
support from Hummel Brothers Hot
Dogs, Raceworks, Apollo Refriger-
ation, R & C Auto Body, Donʼs
Home Improvement, Ackert Elec-
tric, BR Wraps, and we have a few
more sponsors that are in the
works.”

As is the case with most racing
drivers, Vassar and the #11 team
began to run better as the season
progressed and he gained experi-
ence behind the wheel.  Vassar
scored two of his four top-10 fin-
ishes in August, including his sea-
son best finish of 5th on Aug. 24.
With the experience he gained dur-
ing last season combined with the
new parts and pieces he will be
carrying on his #11 car, Vassar is
ready to break out.

“I think we should be pretty close
when we start the season,” said
Vassar.  “I look at where we were at
the end of the season when we ran
the World Series at Thompson and
we were a top-5 or top-3 car but we
lost the motor.  I know Thompson is
a totally different track but you race
with a lot of the same guys that
race at Stafford.  I think with what
we learned about the car at the end
of the season we should be in the
ballpark. Now I have a better un-
derstanding of where I want the car
to be, where I can make moves in
traffic, and how we can get more
speed out of the car and be more
competitive with the cars that were
quick last season.  With the SK
Modified®, any variables that you
can eliminate, the better off youʼll
be.  Sometimes you can go too far
out of the box and thatʼs when you

(Continued on Next Page…)
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start to get in trouble
and we did that a cou-
ple of times last year.”

Vassar will also be
looking to have some
luck on his side as it
seemed like he was al-
ways in the wrong
place at the wrong
time during his rookie
campaign.

“Last season we
had some good nights
and some not so good
nights,” said Vassar.  “I
think we got better to-
wards the end of the

season and I would say the story of
our season was it was a bad luck
year for us.  On nights where we
had a good car we had no luck and
the nights where we didnʼt have a
good car we didnʼt catch any
breaks either.  A great example of
how our year went was the night of
the TC 13 Shoot Out.  We were
proud to be one of the 13 cars that
qualified for the TC 13 Shoot Out,
but we had some transmission is-
sues that night and I had to drive
both the 40-lap race and the 13-lap
TC race holding the car in gear with
one hand, which is pretty tough to
do at Stafford.”

While Vassarʼs rookie season
might not look like much on paper,
both he and his crew will be com-
ing into the 2019 season with a
heightened sense of confidence
following their top-5 finish at the
end of August and their end of the
season performance.

“Getting that top-5 was huge for
us,” said Vassar.  “It showed the
team that we could do it and I
showed myself that I could get a
top-5 finish.  It gave us a good di-
rection to go in with the car.  We
went to a couple of other tracks
after the Fall Final with our Stafford
setup and we were pretty quick and
that really helped boost everyoneʼs
confidence that we were a capable
team.”

As one of the only Raceworks
chassis competing on a weekly
basis at Stafford, Vassar says that
fact can be both an advantage and
a disadvantage.

“With chassis like Troyer, CD, or
LFR, there are a lot of those cars
and they have strength in num-
bers,” said Vassar.  “While those
chassis have a lot of customers,
they donʼt get the attention from the
chassis builder that I get from
Eddie Flemke by running a Race-
works car.  Eddie also spotted for
me most of last year and he helped
me to get up to speed with all the

experience that he has.  I think that
where we are now with the new
technology that Eddie has given us
I think we can be right there with
the front runners.”

The 2019 SK Modified® season
kicks off with the 48th Annual NAPA
Spring Sizzler®, scheduled for April
26-28.  Tickets for the “Greatest
Race in the History of Spring” are
on sale now by calling the Speed-
way Box Office 860-684-2783 or
online at www.staffordspeedway.
com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

When it comes to Late Model rac-
ing at Stafford Motor Speedway,
East Longmeadow, MA native Tom
Fearn has been a dominant force.
In the last three seasons, Fearn
and the #92 King Ward Coach
Lines team have won two champi-
onships and finished second in the
standings.  

Fearn has also won 22 of the 55
Late Model feature events held at
Stafford over the last three sea-
sons, which calculates to a winning
percentage of 40%.  As Fearn and
his crew prepare to defend their
championship in 2019, they are
going to stick to the same game
plan that has served them well over
the past three years.

“Weʼre going to approach this
season the same as we did last
year by being prepared and bring-
ing the best car that we can to the
track every week,” said Fearn.  “We
did a few things differently last year
with the scaling of the car and we
made small changes to the car
week to week and it paid off for us
so weʼll do the same things again
and who knows, maybe weʼll im-
prove the car a little.  As far as get-
ting 12 wins again, thatʼs going to
be very tough to do.  I guess you
can say last year was a dream sea-
son.  We have King Ward Coach
Lines, SAFCO Foam, Sun Valley
Fire Equipment, and Whipʼs Sport-
ing Goods all coming back as
sponsors and we have all the same
crew members, so we have a good
combination to defend our champi-
onship.”

The strength that Fearn and his
team have shown over the past
three seasons in Staffordʼs Late
Model ranks all comes down to the
preparation the crew puts in at the
shop during the week and one sim-
ple goal for Fearn behind the
wheel.

“I always say most races are
won in the shop during the week,”
said Fearn.  “When we get to the
track, thereʼs very little on the car
that we do.  We make a couple of

small adjustments after the heat
race if we need them and then we
go racing for the feature.  The
biggest thing is I try to finish every
lap of every race.  Last year we had
very good luck throughout the sea-
son.  We had a flat tire at the Fall
Final that cost us a good finish but
we had already had the champi-
onship wrapped up so it didnʼt re-
ally matter.  Sometimes you make
your own luck and you just need to
be smooth, consistent, and be
there for the end of the race.  We
have 2 championships and a sec-
ond place finish in the points the
last 3 years so Iʼd presume that
weʼre going to be contenders for
the championship again.”

One factor that could be discon-
certing to his fellow competitors is
the fact that while Fearn and the
#92 team have operated as a sin-
gle car unit, he will have a team-
mate for the 2019 season.  Fearnʼs
cousin Ryan will make the move
from the Limited Late Model divi-
sion up to the Late Model division
to run for Rookie of the Year hon-
ors.  With two cars now in the fold,
the Fearn team now has two op-
portunities to try new chassis se-
tups and see how certain changes
will affect the performance of their
cars.

“I think Ryan is going to do fine
on his own this season,” said
Fearn.  “He has a lot to learn this
year but maybe we can try some
things on his car that might work
and then bring them over to my car
and vice versa.  Now weʼll have 2
shots to try to find something that
will help make both cars better so
having a teammate should help us
out.”

Despite his level of dominance
in the Late Model division the past
several seasons, Fearn knows if he
is going to win back to back cham-
pionships, he will face a stout field
of competitors who will all be gun-
ning to dethrone him as the cham-
pion.

“I think itʼs going to be the same
cast of characters this year fighting
for wins and the championship,”
said Fearn.  “Kevin Gambacorta is
always a top contender, Michael
Wray will be good and he now has
his brother joining him in a two-car
team, Michael Bennett is coming
back in the #31 car, which is a good
car, Adam Gray is going to be a
strong car, Paul Arute has really
come into his own, Darrell Keane is
strong, and Tom Butler could have
a big season.”

Fans will be able to get an up
close look at Fearnʼs #92 Late
Model machine this weekend at the
Markʼs Northeast Motorsports Expo
at the Big E in Springfield, MA.  

“We took a couple months off
after the season was over and we
didnʼt get started working on the car
until after Christmas and New
Yearʼs,” said Fearn.  “Weʼll have the
car at the car show this weekend in
the Stafford booth and once the
show is over weʼll update a couple
of things on the car so we have a
fresh car for the start of the sea-
son.”

The 2019 Late Model season
will kick off at the 48th Annual
NAPA Spring Sizzler® on April 26-
28. Tickets for the “Greatest Race
in the History of Spring” are on sale
now by calling the Speedway Box
Office 860-684-2783 or online at
www.staffordspeedway.com. 
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ShorTrack Racing Fans…
Send FasTrack Racing

Journal your local track
news and photos and we

will be glad to publish
them in our online

publication!
Support Your
Local Short

Track Racing!


