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When Joey
Logano failed to make
the NASCAR playoff
field he shifted his at-
tention to getting a
jump on the field
ahead of the 2018
season.

While the drivers
in champi-
onship con-
tention get
most of the at-
tention during
the 10-week
p l a y o f f s ,

everyone else is working
on a different agenda.
Some are looking for a sin-
gle victory to atone for a
bad year. Others, like
Logano, are more focused on using
the final 10 weeks as a dress re-
hearsal for next year.

“Weʼve got to think about how do
we make our cars better for next
year because I guess my biggest
fear would be doing the same thing
we did this year,” he said. “I donʼt
want to go through this feeling
again. Itʼs not any fun. I want to go
out there and I want to be racing for
a championship, so Iʼm motivated
to make sure this never happens
again.”

Since there arenʼt any serious
ramifications toward a champi-
onship, teams outside the champi-
onship picture have the luxury of
seeing how far they can push the
NASCAR rulebook to create exotic
setups. They also can afford to
work on new engine packages and
body designs.

If an experiment doesnʼt work, it
means the team will be able to try
other ideas.

“Looking at it at a big picture
when weʼre at the shop how weʼre
approaching different parts on the
car, the outlook of how we do
things, all of that need to be looked
at and understood and may be
changed as the sport evolves,”
Logano said. “So, yes, we need to
look at that.”

At the same time, Logano a suc-
cessful test can help his Penske
Racing teammate, Brad Ke-
selowski, in the current playoffs.
The same goes for Kurt Busch and
Clint Bowyer, who are working to
help Keven Harvick; Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. and Kasey Kahne, who
are wingmen for Chase Elliott and
Jimmie Johnson; Erik Jones, a
teammate for Martin Truex Jr.; and,
Daniel Suarez and Matt Kenseth,
who share shop space with Denny

Hamlin and Kyle Busch.
“Weʼre going to [test at] Home-

stead to try and create a path for
our teammate Kevin Harvick to win
a championship,” Bowyer said.
“Thatʼs the thing about Stewart-
Haas; thereʼs no quit. Itʼs a collab-
orative effort with everybody and all
the race teams until we donʼt have

a car in the hunt that effort
is not going to stop.”

Since the playoff
field consists of the top-
ranked drivers, they dom-
inate the final 10 races. In
fact, the only non-playoff
race winners since 2015
were Earnhardt at
Phoenix and Johnson at
Texas – both during 2015.
Thatʼs never been more

defined than this yearʼs playoff with
the top two drivers – Truex and
Kyle Busch – winning six of the first
eight races.

Jones, a rookie, would like to
steal some of the spotlight from the
playoff race. While heʼs cheering
for Truex to win it all, heʼs more
concerned about his own race
team.

“I think that was a big goal of
ours, was to win a race this year,”
he said. “We've got now [two] more
shots to do it. We've worked hard
all year long to put ourselves in po-
sitions to win races. I think we've
been close at a couple of them. It's
really just been a big learning year
for myself.

“I think us grabbing a win would
make it a success for this year. I
think we've done other things
throughout the year that has made
it a success, but definitely, a win
would really cap it all off.”

Logano won the race at the
Richmond International Raceway
on April 30, but he lost his auto-
matic berth into the playoffs when
his car failed post-race inspection.

He didnʼt win again, and he
never rebounded with enough
points to make the 16-driver field.
After finishing second in the cham-
pionship a year ago to Johnson,
missing the playoffs created a
mindset he didnʼt expect. But heʼs
trying to make the most of it – on
and off the track.

“Youʼve got to wake up in the
morning with the right attitude,” he
said. 

“Life is all about attitude and the
perspective that you have on life. A
bad day at the race track is better
than a lot of kidʼs days that I see
with the foundation that we work
with, and the cards that theyʼve

been dealt to try to handle, missing
the playoffs doesnʼt sound that bad
when you meet these kids.

“Sometimes it doesnʼt go your
way like this year didnʼt go my way,
but I have to stay positive and I
have to understand that I am living

my dream. This is what I wanted to
do my whole life. Since I was five
years old all I wanted to do was
drive race cars and not everybody
gets to live their dream. I still think
itʼs pretty cool even when itʼs not
going as great as you want it to.”
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On to 2018…

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015
have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World Finals 10-14
Monster Energy Cup 4 ULTIMATE Super LM 15
NASCAR XFINITY Series 5 ASCS 15
NCWTS 6 Chili Bowl Nationals 15
NASCAR Touring 7 Southern Super Series 16
P.A.S.S. 8 OffTrack 16
North/South Shootout 8 OnTrack 17-18

ShorTrack 19-22

ON THE COVER:
MENCS - NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY
NXS - SARAH CRABHILL/GETTY IMAGES

NCWTS - RONDA GREER

Welcome 2017 Race Fans!

Joey Logano is trying to think positive about the end of the 2017
season and working toward improving his chances in 2018 for a
run for the championship. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



I just didnʼt think it
would end this way.
Itʼs not the outcome
that I
thought it
would be
for a for-
mer Cham-
p i o n .
However,
last week-
end at
T e x a s

Motor Speedway, Matt
Kenseth announced
that he was “taking
some time off” from racing in 2018.

The 45-year old former
NASCAR Monster Energy Cup Se-
ries Champion learned at Kentucky
Speedway in July that he would not
be back in the #20 Toyota for Joe
Gibbs Racing in 2018. Instead, Eric
Jones will pilot the #20 car for
Gibbs next season. Jones drives
the #77 Toyota for Furniture Row
Racing this season as a teammate
to Martin Truex Jr. and a member
of the Toyota racing family in
NASCAR.

“Iʼve put a lot of thought into it
and pretty much decided after Mar-
tinsville, which I kind of knew any-
way, but we decided to take some
time off,” Kenseth said. “I donʼt
know what it means. I donʼt know if
thatʼs forever. I donʼt know if thatʼs
a month or I donʼt know if thatʼs five
months. I know know if thatʼs two
years. Most likely, when youʼre
gone, you donʼt get the opportunity
again. I just donʼt really feel itʼs in
the cards.”

The 2003 NASCAR Cup Cham-
pion has been racing in the Cup se-
ries full-time since 2000. He has 38
wins, including two Daytona 500ʼs,
179 top 5s, 324 top 10s, and 20
pole awards.

“Iʼm not committing to anything
for 2018,” Kenseth told NBC Sports
at Texas. “Iʼm just gonna, I donʼt
know, I mean retirement word
doesnʼt really make a lot of sense
in this sport because thereʼs, itʼs
not like the NFL where you get a
pension if you officially retire or you
do any of that stuff. “

“Really, most of my like, every-
thing has been very obvious to
me,” Kenseth added. “Moving to
Joe Gibbs, everybody was like, ʻOh
that must have been the hardest
decision. Actually, it was one of the
easiest decisions Iʼve ever made.
Both ends, everything lined up. It

lined up to not stay where I was for
a whole bunch of different reasons,
and it lined up to go over there for a

whole bunch of differ-
ent reasons too. It was
just really. This one
(decision), Iʼve been
fighting it as long as I
can, because Iʼm like,
ʻMan, once youʼre
done doing this, not
many of us get to do
this, especially at the
top level.ʼ I think I
fought it for a long
time.”

“Sometimes, you canʼt make
your own decisions, so people
make them for you,” Kenseth con-
tinued. “Thatʼs unfortunate because
I wanted to make my own deci-
sions. I felt like in a way Iʼve earned
that to be able to go out the way
other drivers who had similar ca-
reers to dictate when your time was
up. Anyway, I just came to the real-
ization itʼs probably time to go do
something different.”

Kenseth has been one of the
premiere “free agents” since the
July announcement at Kentucky.
With silly season in full swing for
several months, Kensethʼs name
was linked to almost every avail-
able or soon-to-be-available seat in
the Cup Series for next year. Seats
at Stewart-Haas Racing,  Hendrick
Motorsports, and Furniture Row
Racing were filled or eliminated
without the name of Kenseth.

Stewart-Haas Racing is ex-
pected to name Aric Almirola to re-
place Danica Patrick in their #10
Ford and Kurt Busch appears to be
near announcing that he will return
in the #41 car. The #77 Furniture
Row Racing Team, driven by Eric
Jones (Kensethʼs replacement) is
being eliminated and will not com-
pete in 2018.

The driver shuffling at Hendrick
Motorsports had some people plac-
ing Kenseth in their driver mix for
2018 and beyond. However,
William Byron was named to drive
the #5 Chevrolet currently driven by
Kasey Kahne and Alex Bowman
selected to pilot the #88 as Dale
Earnhardt Jrʼs replacement.

“Probably the biggest clue is
when Rick (Hendrick) put William
(Byron) in the #5 car, and I didnʼt
get that opportunity,” Kenseth
added. “That was one I thought
maybe I would get and hopefully go
over there and get that car running

better. I felt like I could really do that
and maybe mentor some of the
young drivers coming along, and
that didnʼt work out either.”

When asked about his talks with
other teams and car owners,
Kenseth was quick to comment.

“As far as any conversation with
owners or anything, I probably
would rather keep that to myself,”
Kenseth said. “Because, the more I
think about that, itʼs not really fair to
my peers or the owners, really, be-
cause all the cars have drivers in
them, o itʼs probably easier just to
keep them to myself.”

“But, like I said, I feel like the
way things have gone that for what-
ever reason – reasons I donʼt un-
derstand that I think will become
reality, really clear in the future –
that itʼs just not meant for me to
race next year,” Kenseth com-
mented. “I think itʼs that simple.
Everything lined up this way be-
cause I wasnʼt going to make that
decision myself, so someone made

it for me. Itʼs just not supposed to
happen.”

“I think that I can drive next year
if I really wanted to go drive,”
Kenseth concluded. “But, do I just
want to drive, or do I want to try to
win races and championships?”

If, in fact, Homestead will be the
final NASCAR Cup Series race for
Matt Kenseth, heʼll certainly have a
lot waiting for him.

Mattʼs wife, Katie, is expecting
their fourth child in December. They
have three daughters between the
ages of 3 and 8, and Kenseth com-
mented that he was looking forward
to spending time “with my kids and
being able to do some normal fam-
ily things”.

Iʼm sure that, somewhere down
the road, there will be an explana-
tion why this series of events hap-
pened in Matt Kensethʼs racing
career. But, until that day, I just
donʼt understand how a proven
winner and champion in our sport
will not be racing in 2018.
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Matt Kenseth takes a minute in the garage at Texas Motor Speed-
way this past weekend to possibly think about the 2018 Cup sea-
son. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



By REID SPENCER
FORT WORTH,

TX - Martin Truex Jr.
isnʼt invincible after all.

Kevin Harvick put
a serious dent in
Truexʼs sense of invul-
nerability on Sunday
afternoon, passing

Truex with nine laps left in the AAA
Texas 500 at Texas Motor Speed-
way and pulling away to win by
1.580 seconds.

In beating this yearʼs unrivaled
master of the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Seriesʼ 1.5-mile in-
termediate speedways, Harvick
earned a spot in the Nov. 19 Cham-
pionship 4 race at Homestead-
Miami Speedway, which Harvick
won the first title contested under
an elimination format in 2014.

The driver of the No. 4 Stewart-
Haas Racing Ford won for the first
time at Texas, denying Truex the
same accomplishment and ending
Truexʼs streak of wins on interme-
diate tracks at four. The victory was
Harvickʼs second of the season and
the 37th of his career.

"Damn, itʼs good to be in Victory
Lane here in Texas," Harvick said.
"I knew I had a really good car. I
knew I had to do something differ-
ent. I started driving a whole lot
deeper in (Turn) 1 – a whole lot
deeper. 

"I started doing that earlier in the
race, but I was afraid I didnʼt have
the brakes to continue to do that all
day. So I waited until the end and
was able to get on the outside of
Martin (off Turn 2) and got him
loose and brushed across the back
of him and was able to get by on
the outside down there."

As consolation, Truex clinched a
berth at Homestead on points,
leaving Texas 57 points ahead of
fifth-place finisher Brad Ke-
selowski, who is fourth in the stand-
ings with a 19-point edge over
fifth-place Denny Hamlin (third on
Sunday).

"At the start of the race, our car
wasn't very good," said Truex, who
led a race-high 107 laps to bring his
season total to 2,175. "Track posi-
tion was a big part of this race. We
fought the car. We fought track po-

sition. We got the lead, led some
laps. Ultimately, at the end, we
weren't as good as we needed to
be to win.

"A little disappointed to come up
short, but to clinch a spot in Miami
is unbelievable. 

“Definitely got the job done
today and came here and did what
we needed to do."

With Kyle Busch having earned
his spot in the championship race
by winning last Sunday at Mar-
tinsville, one berth remains as the
series heads for the final race in the
Round of 8 next Sunday at
Phoenix.

After Kyle Larson clobbered the
outside wall in Turn 2 on Lap 282
and ended his race in a fireball
against the fence to cause the
eighth and final caution of the
event, Truex cleared then-race
leader Hamlin off Turn 2 during a
Lap 289 restart and pulled out to a
half-second lead.

Harvick grabbed fourth from
Kasey Kahne after the restart,
passed Joey Logano for third on
Lap 300 and got past Hamlin for
second on Lap 307. Then it was a
matter of tracking down Truex.

On Lap 314 Harvick closed dra-
matically when Truex slowed be-
hind a knot of lapped cars entering
Turn 1. Hounding Truex for the next
10 circuits, Harvick finally made the
pass on Lap 325 of 334.

"He got to my outside and was
just faster at the end," Truex said.
"Once he got in front of us, he was
just gone. Nothing I could do. Just
one of those deals where he was
quicker. Got me in a bad spot, took
advantage, and he was gone."

Veteran Matt Kenseth ran fourth,
after saying this weekend he likely
will step away from the sport at the
end of the season, with no concrete
job lined up for next year. Playoff
driver Ryan Blaney ran sixth and
heads to Phoenix sixth in the
standings, three points behind
Hamlin.

Hendrick Motorsports drivers
Chase Elliott and Jimmie Johnson
are mired in seventh and eighth
places, respectively, almost cer-
tainly needing a victory at Phoenix
to advance to the Championship 4.
Elliott came home eighth at Texas.
Johnson lost two laps early be-
cause of an unscheduled pit stop
and finished 27th, three laps down,
his hopes for a record eighth title
suffering a telling blow.
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Kevin Harvick Wins at
Texas with Late-Race

Pass, Advances to
Championship 4

Kevin Harvick (4) tries to keep his distance from Martin Truex (78)
to go on and win the race. (SARAH CRABHILL/GETTY IMAGES
photo)

Race winner Kevin Harvick (left) meets up with car-owner and good frient Tony Stewart in Texas
Motor Speedwayʼs victory lane Sunday afternoon. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



By REID SPENCER
FORT WORTH,

TX - There was no
keeping up with Erik
Jones on Saturday
night at Texas Motor
Speedway – though
Ryan Blaney tried his
level best over the
closing laps of the
OʼReilly Auto Parts
300.

Jones, the pole winner, swept
the first and second stages of the
event, led 142-of-200 laps and
completed the season sweep of
NASCAR XFINITY Series races at
the 1.5-mile track – the first time
thatʼs happened since Kyle Busch
won both races in 2009.

The victory was Jonesʼ third of
the season, his third in six starts at
TMS and the ninth of his career.
Though the race was decisive in
Jonesʼ favor, it settled little with re-
gard to the XFINITY Series Playoff,
with no driver clinching a spot in the
Championship 4 race at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway.

Regaining the lead after a cycle
of green-flag pit stops, when Ty Dil-
lon pulled onto pit road on Lap 192,
Jones kept Blaney behind him the
rest of the way and powered his
No. 20 Joes Gibbs racing Toyota
across the finish line 1.018 sec-
onds ahead of Blaneyʼs No. 22
Team Penske Ford.

After last yearʼs fall race, the
track was repaved. If anything, the
new configuration made Jones
even faster.

"Itʼs sure been a good race track

to me," Jones said. "On the old
track and the repave now. Itʼs just
been a place Iʼve enjoyed coming
to. The first time I came here in a
truck, Iʼll never forget, I never
thought Iʼd like the place, and ever
since then itʼs just kind of clicked for
me. 

"Just excited to get back to Vic-
tory Lane. Itʼs been a few months
since Iʼve grabbed a win and the 20
guys have got a win, so happy to
get them back here. Theyʼve
brought fast cars for the last month,
and we just havenʼt found Victory
Lane, so cool to get back here
again and just happy for these
guys."

After Blaney made his last stop
for fuel on Lap 185, and Jones pit-
ted a lap later, Blaney trailed the
race winner by less than a car
length when they both regained top
speed. Passing was another mat-
ter.

"It just stinks we couldnʼt get
around him," said Blaney, who is in
the thick of the battle for a Champi-
onship 4 spot in the Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series. "I
thought we had a shot after the
green-flag stop. I thought we were
way better, but we got held up a
couple times by traffic. 

"I thought we had the car to win
– just a matter of trying to get in
front of him, and I couldnʼt pass
anybody. I tried to get him loose a
couple times and couldnʼt do it. I
about wrecked myself trying to get
him loose. Itʼs really hard to get
around anybody. Hopefully, that
gets a little better for tomorrow."

Kyle Larson came home third
after two snafus on pit road cost
him a chance to win. Under caution
on Lap 92, after the end of the sec-
ond stage, Larson came to pit road
before it was open. Though he did-
nʼt stop for service, Larson lost po-
sitions when he blended back in
line.

And after a stop on Lap 127,
Larson had to return to pit road to

allow his crew to tighten a loose lug
nut. With the race going green to
the finish after the subsequent
restart on Lap 131, Larson ran out
of time in his pursuit of the winner
and runner-up. 

Elliott Sadler ran fourth and took
the series lead by five points over
JR Motorsports teammate William
Byron, who ran ninth. Justin All-
gaier, the third JR Motorsports
Playoff driver, is nine points behind
Sadler after an 11th-place finish.

"My car was really good tonight,"
Sadler said. "Erik and Blaney were
so much better into (Turns) 1 and
2. They had it figured out. Iʼve got
to go to work before we come back
here in the spring. But all in all, it
was a great night for us." 

Cole Custer finished fifth, recov-
ering from a punctured tire that
dropped him rapidly from his front-
row starting position but the driver
of the No. 00 Ford leaves Texas in
sixth place, 13 points behind fourth-
place Brennan Poole, with the
Playoff field to be cut to the top four
after next Saturdayʼs race at
Phoenix.

Matt Tifft ran eighth and is fifth in
the standings, five points behind
Poole.
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s Erik Jones Completes
Texas Sweep

with XFINITY Win

Erik Jones waves at the crowd after winning the OʼReilly Auto
Parts 300 at Texas Motor Speedway, (RUSSELL LABOUNTY/NKP
photo)

Race winner Erik Jones (20) battles to keep his lead from Ryan Blaney (22) during the closing laps.
(MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
FORT WORTH,

TX - It was a case of
déjà vu for Johnny
Sauter on Friday night
at Texas Motor
Speedway.

Now the defend-
ing NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck
Series champion

hopes history repeats itself two
weeks hence, when he races for
his second straight title at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway.

After taking over the lead on Lap
135 of 147 of the JAG Metals 350
Driving Hurricane Harvey Relief,
when John Hunter Nemechek ran
out of gas while leading at the end
of a cycle of green-flag pit stops,
Sauter kept fellow Round of 6 Play-
off driver Austin Cindric behind him
and crossed the finish line .170
seconds ahead of his closest pur-
suer.

Sauter had passed Cindric for
the lead on Lap 109, charging
around the outside of the No. 19
Ford into Turn 1. The drivers ran 1-
2 until they pitted on Lap 117 to
start the pit stop cycle. Attempting
to stretch fuel mileage, Nemechek
ran out of gas 12 laps short and
saw his championship hopes dim
considerably.

Sauter won the Playoff race at
Texas for the second year in a row
and the fourth time overall. With his
third win of the season, he raised
his career victory total to 16 in the
series and guaranteed a run for the
title at Homestead.

"Itʼs unbelievable," said Sauter,
who celebrated the birth of a
daughter, his third child, earlier in
the week. "I was actually pretty
worried about our truck after quali-
fying – it was pretty loose. And all
we did was lower the track bar a
half-round."

Series leader Christopher Bell
ran third, followed by Chase
Briscoe and polesitter Justin Haley. 

Sauter said after the race he
would like to think the season is fol-
lowing the same course as last
year, but heʼd prefer to stay in the
moment.

"Iʼm a realist, and I know you
have to execute," Sauter said.
"Yes, this is looking a lot like it did
last year, shaping up like it is. Hon-
estly, this is our third win this year.
I think we should have six or seven
right now…

"Weʼve got to be humble and
stay nose to the grindstone. You
canʼt let your guard down."

The 19-year-old Cindric felt he
ran the best race of his career on a
mile-and-a-half track, but he could-

nʼt find a way around the 39-year-
old Sauter at the end.

"I think it was youth versus ex-
perience tonight, and experience
won, in more ways than one," said
Cindric, who moved into fourth
place in the standings with the cut
to four Championship 4 drivers
looming next Friday at Phoenix. 

"Johnny taught me a few things,
but he basically taught me while he
passed me for the race win." 

Bell owns a four-point lead over
Sauter in the series standings, with
two-time champion Matt Crafton 31
points back in third.

Trouble on a late pit stop
dropped Ben Rhodes to 18th at the
finish and out of the top four in the
standings. Nemechek ran 19th
and, for practical purposes, must
win next Friday at Phoenix to ad-
vance to the Championship 4 race.
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Johnny Sauter Holds
Off Austin Cindric for

Texas Win

Johnny Sauter is all smiles as
he celebrates his third win of
the season as he visits victory
lane at Texas Motor Speedway,
(RONDA GREER photo)

Johnny Sauter (21) battles Austin Cindric (19) for the win at Texas Motor Speedway in the JAG Metals
350 Driving Hurrican Harvey Relief Friday night. ( SARAH CRABILL/GETTY IMAGES photo)



BAKERSFIELD,
CA - On a night where
one Bill McAnally Rac-
ing teenager earned
his first career win, an-
other earned his sec-
ond career NASCAR
K&N Pro Series West
championship.

Derek Kraus won
the West Coast Stock
Car Hall of Fame
Championship 150
presented by NAPA
Auto Parts at Kern

County Raceway Park for his first
career NASCAR K&N Pro Series
West victory while Todd Gilliland
won the 2017 NASCAR K&N Pro
Series West title.

The night belonged to NASCAR
Next driver Todd Gilliland. He
brought his No. 16 NAPA Auto
Parts Toyota home in second-
place, but it was more than enough
to clinch his second straight cham-
pionship.

"It feels great," the 17-year-old
from Sherrills Ford, North Carolina,
said, soaked after a Victory Lane
celebration. "All this hard work and
dedication these guys put in, and it
all comes down to this. To be able
to get it done is very special."

Coming into Kern, Gilliland
needed to finish seventh or better,
regardless of what teammate and
championship rival Chris Eggleston
did. Unfortunately for Eggleston, a
flat tire on lap 65 forced him to go
behind the wall for repairs and fall
multiple laps down. He wound up
finishing in 20th, three laps down.

"I was pretty confident," Gilliland
said of his mindset throughout the
evening. "With the speed we had
and the position we were able to
ride in, I thought we were going to
have a really good shot at the win.
Always a little disappointed in that,
but I'm very proud of our effort all
season long. To be able to come
home the 2017 champion two
years in a row is really surreal, and
we just have to take it all in."

The title is the eighth in Bill
McAnally Racing history and third
consecutive (Eggleston in 2015,
Gilliland in 2016 and 2017). The
last time BMR won three titles in a
row was from 1999-2001, when
Sean Woodside and Brendan
Gaughan (twice) brought home the
hardware.

Kraus, Gilliland's teammate,
stopped Gilliland from winning his
third consecutive race at Kern. The
16-year-old rookie from Stratford,
Wisconsin, took the lead with 44
laps to go and didn't look back.
Kraus' first career K&N Pro Series
West win has been a longtime
coming, he earned three runner-
up finishes this season and had a
win in his grasp multiple throughout
the year. Most recently at Idaho's
Meridian Speedway, he had the
lead on the final overtime restart,
but it slipped away.

"That Meridian race was actually
going through my mind those last
30 laps," Kraus said in Victory Lane
next to his No. 19 Carlyle Tools
Toyota. "But it's been a really good
night with getting Rookie of the
Year and getting a race win, my first

race win. That's really great for me
and my career, and will help boost
me into next season."

The win allowed Kraus to clinch
the Sunoco Rookie of the Year
award over Will Rodgers, who he'd
been battling with down the stretch.
Kraus finishes the 2017 season
with nine top fives, 10 top 10s, one
pole and one victory.

Riley Herbst continued the BMR

podium sweep finishing third while
Michael Self and NASCAR K&N
Pro Series East regular Dillon Bas-
sett rounded out the top five.
Derek Thorn, Buddy Shepherd, Will
Rodgers, Max Tullman and Nicole
Behar completed the top 10.

The West Coast Stock Car Hall
of Fame Championship 150 is
scheduled to air on NBCSN Friday,
Nov. 10 at 3:30 p.m. ET.

Todd Gilliland won his second consecutive NASCAR K&N Pro Series
West championship. (Jonathan Moore/NASCAR via Getty Images
photo)

Derek Kraus won his first career NASCAR K&N Pro Series West race
at Kern County Raceway Park to end the 2017 season. (Jonathan
Moore/NASCAR via Getty Images photo)
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MIDLAND, NC -
Matt Craig all but
locked up his second
straight Pro All Stars
Series (PASS) South
Super Late Model
championship by
claiming his sixth win
of the season Satur-
day afternoon in the
North-South Shootout
at Concord Speed-
way.  Craigʼs seventh

career PASS South win was his
first at Concord Speedway, but not
the first for his family-owned team
at the track, where they have also
gone to victory lane in the past with
drivers like Rodney Childers, Jeff
Fultz, and Clay Rogers.

“This track means so much to
my family, weʼve always had suc-
cess here, it was a little bit bumpy
for me the first few times out here,
but weʼve finally got it conquered
and figured it out this time,” said
Craig, driver of the C&C Boilers
Sales & Service Chevrolet #54.
“Weʼve had a phenomenal year
and weʼve been doing so good.
Weʼve tested and really done our
homework and Iʼm just the lucky
one that gets to drive them.”

In qualifying on Friday, Craig just

barely beat out Midwest standout
Ty Majeski for his third quick quali-
fying time of the year with a lap of
15.925 seconds (113.030 MPH).
After the top 10 qualifiers redraw,
former Truck Series racers Erik
Darnell and Chad McCumbee
would move to the front row, while
Craig moved back to the fifth start-
ing position. 

At the drop of the green flag,
Darnell would move to the point,
while McCumbee settled into sec-
ond in front of Jared Irvan. Craig
did not take long to flex his muscle,
leading Majeski by McCumbee into
second and third respectively on
lap 13.  Just 15 laps later, McCum-
bee continued to slide back, losing
fifth to Christian Eckes.

The first caution of the afternoon
would wave on lap 46 when Dave
Farrington, Jr. stalled in the dogleg
with a broken shock mount, after
contact the lap before nearly sent
Tate Fogleman and Colt James
spinning.  
On the restart, Darnell and Craig
bumped in turn one and nearly
crashed, allowing Majeski to make
a bold move in the short chute and
into the lead. 

The battle continued between
Darnell and Craig for second with

Craig finally able to wrestle the spot
away on lap 73.

Majeski had built up nearly a
straightaway advantage over
Craig, but that was all erased when
the caution waved with 36 laps to
go after contact between Eckes
and Spencer Davis sent Eckes
hard into the turn one wall.  Com-
ing back to the green flag for the
restart, Majeskiʼs car stumbled, al-
lowing Craig to assume the lead.

The final caution of the after-
noon would wave with 27 laps to go
for a spin by Fogleman exiting turn
three.  Craig led on the restart and
would lead the rest of the way to
take the win over Majeski, Davis,

Jake Crum, and McCumbee.
Rounding out the top 10 were
Kodie Conner, James, Roy Hayes,
Darnell, and Irvan.

The PASS Super Late Models
will be in action again in front of the
MAV TV cameras and for the final
time in 2017 on Saturday after-
noon, November 18, for the 12th
Annual Mason-Dixon MegaMelt-
down 300 at Hickory Motor Speed-
way, racing for $15,000 to win.
Entry forms and the complete
weekend schedule are available at
ProAllStarsSeries.com. 

Be sure to “Like” the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter at @PASSSLM14.

CONCORD, NC -
Matt Hirschman, of
Northampton, Pa.,
continued his on-
slaught on modified
racing Saturday win-
ning the $10,000-to-
win 15th Annual John
Blewett III North South
Shootout, in Memory
of Charles Kepley.  It
was his sixth victory in
the fall classic.  

Hirschman used
the precise amount of

patience and tire management in
getting the win.  For the bulk of the
event he rode inside the top 10,
with a late race charge into the top
four spots.  With 12 laps remaining
he made the move inside of Ryan
Preece for the lead and ultimately
the victory.  

For Preece, a two-time North
Shootout Champion, it was also a
game of tire management and he
quickly sliced through the field in

the final 30 laps from 14th to the
lead on fresher tires.  But in the
end, he had to settle for runner-up
honors.

The story of the weekend was
hometown driver Bobby Measmer
Jr. who crashed his primary car on
Friday night and found himself
starting last on the field driving a
different car – one owned by Phil
Stefanelli Racing.  With only 20
minutes of practice in the car,
Measmer drove from last on the
field to the lead and was in the hunt
for the win over the waning laps.  In
the end he finished third.

Burt Myers, a two-time North
Shootout Champion, finished fourth
with Jeff Fultz fifth. 

It was a clean sweep for
Hirschman as he won Friday nights
Ted Christopher Dash For Cash
Race bring his weekend tally to
$13,000.   Brandon Ward was the
winner of the Precision Spindle
Pole Award for his fast qualifying
run Friday night.

Other winners on the weekend
were:  Todd Own in the SK Modi-
fied Feature, Preece in the Ted
Christopher SK Modified Dash For

Cash, A.J. Sanders in the Mini
Stock Feature, Justin Carroll in
Limited Late Models and Jeremy
Haudricort in the Chargers.

P.A
.S.

S.
Craig Claims PASS South

Checkers at Concordʼs
North-South Shootout

Matt Craig celebrates in victory lane at Concord Speedway after
winning the PASS South North South Shootout. (lwpictures.com
photo)
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CHARLOTTE, NC
- David Gravel couldn't
clear Donny Schatz
with seven to go, but
would not be denied,
scoring the victory in a
thriller with a last-lap
pass of Schatz. It was
Gravel and CJB Mo-
torsports 18th World
of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series win
of the season, dou-

bling their total from last season.
Schatz and Brian Brown completed
the podium on the final night of the
Textron Off Road World of Outlaws
World Finals at The Dirt Track at
Charlotte Motor Speedway.

Ryan Smith led the opening lap
of the 30-lap Feature, before Brian
Brown took control on lap two with
a slide job. Brad Sweet brought out
the first of a handful of cautions on
lap two, as he faced backwards in
turn two.

Schatz worked by Smith for sec-
ond on the ensuing restart before
another caution on lap four halted
competition. Schatz was strong on
the restart once again, this time
sliding Brown for the top spot to
lead lap five.

Lap five saw a scary incident in
turn two with Jason Johnson,
Shane Stewart, Greg Hodnett,
Sheldon and Jac Haudenschild
creating a pileup and bringing out
an #OpenRed with 25 to go. All
drivers were okay.

On the restart, Brown kept pace
with Schatz as the duo reached
traffic before the final caution of the
event flew; this time for Kraig
Kinser with 14 laps to go. Gravel
pounced on the restart, with a big
slider on Brown to claim second as
he begun to chase down Schatz
with 10 laps remaining.

With seven to go, Gravel and
Schatz exchanged sliders with the
latter maintaining the advantage at
the line. With five to go, Gravel
pounded the cushion to try and get
one more shot at the Series Cham-
pion. He got his shot and he took
advantage of it. The Watertown,
Connecticut driver brought the
sold-out Textron Off Road World of
Outlaws World Finals crowd to their
feet with a thrilling last-lap pass to
score the victory.

"That was a blast. I hope this
crowd enjoyed it," an elated Gravel
said in Victory Lane. "Barry Jack-
son, Derek and Zach give me an

awesome car every night. It's been
a badass year," Gravel, who will re-
turn to CJB Motorsports in 2018,
added.

While Gravel may have won the
battle, Schatz won the war - again.
"It's been a great year. This race
team is phenomenal. We are top
three seemingly every night and
the car does not drop out of races,"
Schatz said after the race. After
being awarded the Championship
hardware for the ninth time in his
career and asked about how long
he can enjoy this title he said, "You
enjoy it. But as long as you're an
active race car driver, you continue
to put it in the back of your mind."

Brian Brown completed the
podium and put it simply, "We got
beat by two of the best drivers in
the world."

Kerry Madsen, a five-time World
of Outlaws winner this season, fin-
ished fourth with 2017 IRA Cham-
pion, Bill Balog completing the top
five.

Logan Schuchart started 22nd
and made it to sixth to earn KSE
Hard Charger honors. Daryn
Pittman, Cole Duncan, Brent Marks
and Smith completed the top ten.

Dennis Erb Jr. Takes
the Checkers on
Saturday Night at

World Finals
CONCORD, NC - The World of

Outlaws Craftsman® Late Model
Series hit the track for the last time
in 2017 on Saturday at The Dirt
Track at Charlotte for the Textron
Off Road World Finals. When the
checker flag waved after 50-laps it
was Dennis Erb Jr. who came out
on top in front of a sold-out show.

"You know, we've been working
real hard," said Erb Jr. "[Crew chief]
Heather [Lyne] has put a lot of time
into this. To get here last night with
a second place, we had a good car
last night we just tweaked on it a lit-
tle bit, and we were able to get the
job done [tonight]."

Friday's and Saturday's World of
Outlaws Craftsman Late Model Se-
ries feature saw an epic battle for
the lead boil between Mike Marlar
and Erb Jr. The pair battled almost
all 50-laps on Friday until Brandon
Sheppard inserted himself into the
dance for the lead leaving Erb Jr.
and Marlar to settle for second and
third. On Saturday, the crowd saw
the same plot developing between

Marlar and Erb Jr. who ran door-to-
door for several laps. On lap 46 of
the 50-lap event, Erb Jr. slid past
Marlar to grab the lead and refused
to let the top spot slip away for the
second night in a row.

"We had a good run with [Mar-
lar] there and I knew the car was
good," added Erb Jr. "I think he
slipped-up a little there, and we
took advantage of it, and didn't look
back after that because we had a
full field behind us. The car just
worked great. It's really feels good
to come [to The Dirt Track at Char-
lotte] and pick a victory up in front
of everybody."

With two podium finishes and
Friday's quick-time award, Marlar
still had a great World Finals week-
end even despite not getting a win.

"We had an awesome weekend
and we had a fun time down here,"
said Marlar. "A sold-out crowd. You
know, it's awesome to race in front
of this many people. It really is. I
would like to thank all of these fans
for coming out. This was a cool
deal and it worked out good for us.
Congratulations to Dennis. He was
really good last night and wouldn't
have surprised anyone if he had
one last night. It was just an awe-
some race."

"[The track] was really racy and
the competition is so strong that
you want to preserve a little bit but
you can't. If you slow a little bit then
somebody is passing you," added
Marlar. "These guys raise us to a
new level and make us race hard
every lap and it's always fun."

Rounding out the podium was
Jimmy Owens who charged to third

from a ninth place starting position.
Owens appeared in the top five by
lap 20 of the feature. He then
steadily began working his way
through lapped traffic. Owens
reached the battle for the lead a
few times but was unsuccessful
moving forward from third. Owens
held off charges from Sheppard,
Tim McCreadie and Josh Richards
to secure the final podium position.

Crowning a Champion: Headed
into Saturday night's World of Out-
laws Craftsman Late Model Series
feature at World Finals, setting a
new single-season wins record was
at the top of Sheppard and his
Rocket #1 Racing team's to-do list.
Friday evening at The Dirt Track,
Sheppard tied the record by scor-
ing his 18th win of the season after
a thrilling feature. On Saturday,
Sheppard began the night by win-
ning his heat race after starting on
the pole. Sheppard then moved to
the redraw where he would choose
the sixth position for the second
night in a row. Unfortunately, Shep-
pard settled for a fourth-place finish
in the feature.

Although Sheppard did not top
the series record, the Rocket 1
Racing team had a remarkable
season across the board. In 43 se-
ries races, Sheppard totaled 18
wins, 36 top-five's, 39 top-10's fin-
ishes all boiling down to receiving
his first ever World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model Series
championship title by an impres-
sive 326-point lead.

"You know, our team is amazing.
Mark Richards, Steve Baker, I can't 

(Continued Next Page)
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Gravel Thrills Sellout World
Finals Crowd with Last Lap

Pass of Schatz

Donny Schatz, left, joined Matt Sheppard, middle, and Brandon
Sheppard as champions after Saturday's Textron Off Road World
of Outlaws World Finals at The Dirt Track at Charlotte. (HHP/Jim
Fluharty photo)



Continued…

thank them enough for
giving me the opportu-
nity to get behind the
wheel of this thing,"
said Sheppard. "I had
some big shoes to fill
with Josh [Richards]
driving last year and
hopefully we lived up
to it. I think we did. We
tied the record for the
most wins in a season
and I was kind of hop-
ing to get that other
one tonight but we
tried our best. Like I
said this team, in my

mind, it's the best team out there...
I think we'll be back next year so
we'll see what we can do [about
breaking the single-season wins
record] then."

Sheppard Seals the
Championship in

Grand Fashion with a
Win at Textron Off
Road World Finals

CONCORD, NC - During the
final night of competition at the Tex-
tron Off Road World of Outlaws
World Finals, Matt Sheppard
capped off one of the greatest
comebacks in Super DIRTcar Se-
ries history. The Waterloo, NY
driver who was looking down and
out after serving a suspension
halfway through the season,
clawed his way back to the top. In
true champion fashion, Sheppard
went out by visiting Victory Lane for
the 12th time this year and secured
his third straight and sixth overall
Super DIRTcar Series champi-
onship.

After the re-draw to determine
the top-five starting positions, Matt
Sheppard drew the pole and would
lead the field to the green flag for
the 40-lap Feature event. Looking
determined as ever to pick up that
12th victory to tie his own record of
most wins in a single-season,
Sheppard rocketed out to a com-
manding lead over Ravena, NY's
Keith Flach. 

Early in the 40-lap event, Shep-
pard's closest championship com-
petitor Billy Decker made his way
up inside the top-five after starting
eighth on the grid. 

Setting a blistering pace, the
leaders started to make their way
through lap traffic. Sheppard took
some risky-chances as he was ma-
neuvering his way through and was
able to expand his lead over Flach
to over two seconds.

As the race went on, the pres-
sure on Sheppard started to lift as
Decker started to fade through the
field. 

"We were moving up but then
we had that long caution and a tire
just quit after that and had a bottom
restart and couldn't get going," said
Billy Decker.

Much like the hot summer
months, Matt Sheppard just proved
to be too strong as Super Shep-
pard would drive the Dendis Com-
panies/West Moreland Golf
Club/Extreme Lubricants No. 9s to
the 12th victory of 2017 Super
DIRTcar Series season. 

"What a crowd here tonight,
wow this is unreal," said Matt Shep-
pard. 'You can't take a lap off here;
you have to be on the gas running
as hard as you can every single
lap. It's awesome to be able to put
on a show like that in front of a
crowd like this, this makes our sea-
son."

Flach showed speed all week-
end at The Dirt Track at Charlotte
Motor Speedway picking up two
heat race wins and was rewarded
with his first ever Super DIRTcar
Series podium finish in the feature. 

"It's been a great weekend,
great way to end the year," said
Keith Flach. "To finish second to
guy like Matt [Sheppard] a multi-
time champion is just phenomenal.
We definitely had our struggles this
year but we're still relatively new
and this is our first podium since we
started with the Series. Just very
thankful."

It was when the Series visited
Utica-Rome Speedway in early-
July that things flipped upside down
in the championship point stand-
ings. 

Super Matt Sheppard and Light-
ning Larry Wight in a closely-con-
tested battle made contact after

running inches away from each
other for several laps. The contact
sent Wight flipping end-over-end.
The ensuing result: an on-track
scuffle that all but closed the door
on the championship for Sheppard. 

Before the on-track incident at
Utica-Rome, it was looking like
Sheppard had the team pointed to-
wards a sixth Super DIRTcar Series
title, holding a 58-point lead over
second place Decker. Following the
incident at Utica-Rome, the 35-
year-old driver was hit with a two-
race suspension and lost all money
and points from the race. Wight
was placed on probation for 90
days. 

"It kind of took all the pressure
off," added Sheppard. "When
you're leading the points all season
you're worried every race about fin-
ishing good and it kind of took the
pressure off and we just went out
and said we want to win as many
races as we can and that's what we
did."

With the point standings scram-
bled from the penalties after Utica-
Rome Speedway, Sheppard had a
BIG hole to climb out of in order to
repeat a Series championship. Fol-
lowing the event at Sharon Speed-
way on July 20, Sheppard was as
low as ninth in the championship
point standings, and a whopping
185 points behind the leader. Shep-
pard's hard work during hot sum-
mer months paid off with a victory
at NAPA Super DIRT Week that fi-
nally put him back in the points lead
over three-time Super DIRTcar Se-
ries Champion Decker, who fin-
ished a dismal 16th-place in the
Billy Whittaker Cars 200, 

Exiting NAPA Super DIRT Week,
Decker was behind Sheppard by
46 points, but the Unadilla, NY
driver wasn't going down without a
fight. The following week at

Brockville Ontario Speedway,
Decker made a late-race pass en
route to his fourth victory of the
2017 season, closing the points
gap to just 30 points as the Series
enters the final weekend of compe-
tition at the Textron Off Road World
Finals in North Carolina. 

That points gap grew ever so
slightly over the course of the
three-day mega-event at The Dirt
Track at Charlotte Motor Speed-
way. Through the qualifying events
and Friday Night's Feature, Shep-
pard increased the points lead to
37 points before the Series Finale. 

At the end, since July 25 Shep-
pard averaged a third-place finish
and capped off a dream season in
thrilling fashion with a trip down vic-
tory lane and his third consecutive
championship by 71 points over
Billy Decker. 

While it may not have been Billy
Decker's time to climb back to the
top of the standings, the three-time
championship still had a stellar
season. The Unadilla, NY driver
was able to visit victory lane four
times with wins coming at Fulton
Speedway, Outlaw Speedway, El-
dora Speedway and Brockville
Speedway. 

"I'm so proud of this whole team,
they worked really hard to over-
come some obstacles," said Billy
Decker. "We dug and clawed and
fought. I'm disappointed we didn't
get the championship but I don't
want to take anything away from
their efforts and second place in
points."

With the conclusion of the 2017
Super DIRTcar Series season, the
Big-Block Modifieds will returns to
action at Volusia Speedway Park in
February during DIRTcar Nationals.
New for the 2018 will be an ex-
panded schedule for the Super
DIRTcar Series showcasing the
800 horsepower machines for five
nights. DIRTcar Nationals begins
Feb. 6 and runs 12 straight nights
to Saturday, February 17, 2018.
For ticket visit DIRTcarNation-
als.com.

Schatz Reaches
20-Win Plateau for

Fifth Straight Year with
Win at Textron Off
Road World Finals

CHARLOTTE, NC - No matter
who is in the pits, it's tough to bet
against Donny Schatz. That proved
true on Night Two of the Textron Off
Road World of Outlaws World Fi-
nals at The Dirt Track at Charlotte
Motor Speedway, as Schatz bested 

(Continued Next Page)
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Donny Schatz celebrates his 20th World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series win of the season during Friday's Textron Off
Road World of Outlaws World Finals at The Dirt Track at Charlotte.
(HHP/Tim Parks photo)
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a stout field of 53 cars
from across the world
to win his 20th World
of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series Fea-
ture of 2017. Ian Mad-
sen and 10th-starting
Dave Blaney com-
pleted the podium.

The 2017 IRA
Champion, Bill Balog,
grabbed the early lead
from fellow front row
starter, Ian Madsen.
Balog, a one-time
World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car

Series Winner in his career, led the
first nine laps of the Feature before
extremely heavy lapped traffic
slowed his torrid pace. Balog was
stalked by the Madsen Brothers in
the early going, but it was Donny
Schatz that made a three-wide
pass for the lead down the back-
stretch to lead lap 10.

As Balog went high to navigate
the lapped cars, Schatz made a
jaw-dropping move. The, now nine-
time, Series Champion glued his
car to the bottom to work by Balog,
Kerry Madsen and the lapped car
of Parker Price-Miller off of turn two
for the lead.

Lap 11 saw a pair of World of
Outlaws young guns, Sheldon Hau-
denschild and David Gravel, suc-
cumb to flat right rear tires. Gravel
was running third at the time of the
misfortune.

The ensuing restart saw Ian
Madsen maneuver his way back
into the runner-up position. The
Australian actually closed signifi-
cantly on Schatz for the lead, com-
ing as close as a car-length back of
the Tony Stewart Racing No. 15.

With six laps remaining, Daryn
Pittman's top five run came to an
end due to a flat tire. This set up a
double-file restart with Ian to the
outside of Schatz. Schatz got a bril-
liant restart and paced the field
comfortably the final six circuits to
score the victory.

The first thing Schatz mentioned
in Victory Lane was the outstand-
ing World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Feature that was held
beforehand. "That [Feature] was
pretty cool to watch. It got me mo-
tivated to get it done as well,"
Schatz, who is doing double-duty
this weekend, said.

"My team has worked awful hard
lately. We've been stuck on 19 wins
for a long time, so it was great to fi-
nally reach 20. It sucks the season
is over, because we are rolling right
now," Schatz added. Tonight's win

marked the fifth consecutive sea-
son that Schatz has won at least 20
Features.

Ian Madsen, the 2017 Knoxville
Raceway Track Champion, finished
second with 1995 World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series
Champion, Dave Blaney coming
from 10th to complete the podium.

"It's pretty cool to be able to run
up front with these guys. I thought
we had a shot for the lead a couple
of times. It was a lot of fun out
there," Madsen said. Schatz
echoed Madsen's statement about
the track conditions, "I thought the
track would rubber up, but it really
cleaned off and made it a lot of fun
as a driver."

Blaney cited restarts being a
focal point to his success on the
evening. "The car really took off on
the starts and restarts. Going for-
ward in the Heat Races is very im-
portant with this format," the
National Sprint Car Hall of Fame
Member said.

Kerry Madsen and Joey Sal-
dana completed the top five. Balog,
20th-starting Logan Schuchart,
Jason Johnson, 25th-starting Brad
Sweet and Tim Shaffer completed
the top ten. Sweet's effort was
good enough to earn KSE Hard
Charger Honors.

Late Race Pass by
Sheppard Makes a

Thrilling Textron Off
Road World Finals

Feature
CONCORD, NC - Brandon

Sheppard stunned the enormous
crowd at the Dirt Track at Charlotte
on Friday after he commanded the
lead of the World of Outlaws Crafts-
man® Late Model Series feature
with only two laps remaining in the

50-lap event at the Textron Off
Road World Finals. As the Rocket
#1 passed beneath the checker
flag, the packed house jumped to
their feet and erupted in cheers. 

Moments later in Victory Lane,
Sheppard jumped to the rooftop of
his Rocket XR1 and let out a battle
cry with a huge grin on his face.
The young driver from solidified his
18th Series victory of the season
tying him for the all-time single sea-
son wins record with his predeces-
sor Josh Richards.

"Man, I tell you what, I haven't
been this pumped up in a while and
I hope I put on a good show for you
fans," said Sheppard. "I have to
thank all of the fans for coming out.
We couldn't do this without you all
and Dirt Late Model racing would-
n't be what it is without all of these
fans out here this weekend."

While majority of the focus in the
50-lap feature was on the battle up
front between Mike Marlar and
Dennis Erb Jr., Sheppard stealthily
began slicing his way forward from
his sixth position start. With 10 laps
to go, Marlar and Erb Jr. were
dodging lapped traffic on the bot-
tom of the track so Sheppard de-
cided to take it to the high side
leaving the pair in the dust on lap
48.

"The bottom was starting to latch
up a little bit on both ends really
and I got around Dale [McDowell],
and I got around Josh [Richards],
and [Mike Marlar, Dennis Erb Jr.
and Jimmy Owens] were bunched
up in front of me messing around
with some lapped cars, and I knew
we had the points wrapped up al-
ready, so I knew we were either
going to crash it or we were going
to win," said Sheppard.

The final 10 laps of the feature
saw six lead changes between
Marlar, Erb Jr., and eventual winner

Sheppard. The battle for second
between Marlar and Erb Jr. came
down to the wire but Erb Jr. was
able to hold off the "Winfield War-
rior".

"[Marlar and I] were both racing
hard, we were both racing side-by-
side and then Sheppard came up
on the outside," said Erb Jr. "We've
had a good start to the week so far
and to bring home second we are
happy with that."

"It was an awesome race there,"
said Marlar. "Dennis and I got to
racing and when I got around [a
lapped car] and squeezed past
Dennis I thought I was alright and
that I could ride this thing out and
keep my momentum... but then
comes Brandon and I thought, new
game plan we're going to have to
do something else. If anyone can
get up there around that wall and
ride it wide open, it's [Brandon]."

New Single-Season Wins
Record in Rocket-Shepp's Reach:
The route which led the Rocket #1
to Victory Lane on Friday evening
was eerily similar to the one they
took in 2016. During the 2016
World Finals feature on Friday,
Richards set the current single-se-
ries win record of 18 on a near last
lap pass. This year, Sheppard tied
the record after passing for the lead
with two laps to go. 

While Sheppard claimed earlier
in the season breaking the single-
season wins record wasn't on the
forefront of the teams' mind, it prob-
ably is now. Sheppard has one
more chance to break the record-
Saturday evening at the Textron Off
Road World Finals. 

"What a phenomenal year man,"
said Sheppard. "We tied the record
and I guess we have a chance at it
now. We have to win tomorrow and
I know it will be tough but we'll just
see what we can do." Sheppard
will start out the evening in the pole
position for his heat race.

Williamson Capitalizes
on Opportunity with
Win at Textron Off
Road World Finals

CONCORD, NC - A near capac-
ity crowd at The Dirt Track at Char-
lotte Motor Speedway witnessed
the underdog take on the Series
Champ. At the end, it was the feel
good story of Mat Williamson who
wasn't sure if he was going to race
after losing an engine during Thurs-
day Night's qualifying. With the help
of fellow competitors in the Super
DIRTcar Series, the No. 6m was
able to get back on track for the first
night of Feature racing. Williamson 

(Continued Next Page)
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Brandon Sheppard celebrates winning night two of the World of
Outlaws Craftsman Late Model portion of the Textron Off Road
World Finals at The Dirt Track at Charlotte. (HHP photo)



Continued…

made the most of his
opportunity and
knocked off Super
Matt Sheppard to take
night two at the Tex-
tron Off Road World of
Outlaws World Finals. 

Matt Sheppard re-
ceived the best seat in
the house when he
drew the Frisbee with
the pole starting posi-
tion during the re-draw
Friday Night. The
driver of the No. 6m -
Mat Williamson would
line up alongside the

Waterloo, NY driver and seemed
poised and up for the challenge to
take on the defending Super DIRT-
car Series champion. The driver
that swept the program on Thurs-
day night would roll off the starting
grid in the third starting position. 

The first start of the race was
called back after the No. 83 of
Brian Swatzlander lost control of
his Big-Block Modified in Turn 3. A
second yellow flag slowed the field
once again this time for the No. 32
of Jim Rasey with smoke trailing
him from machine. Finally, the 29-
car field would settle down and get
some laps logged in the books. 

Mat Williamson went to school
on the three previous starts and
stuck right with Sheppard as the
two dove into Turn 1. Williamson
held strong on the outside and
cleared Sheppard as the two exited
Turn 2, the field would come to
complete lap five. Sheppard how-
ever, would stay within striking dis-
tance on the No. 6m. 

"I knew Matt [Sheppard] would
be right there, he's a hell of a race-
car driver. We had to capitalize on
that restart," said Mat Williamson.

The bigger picture was on the
championship battle. Billy Decker
would start the 40-lap feature from
the 10th position. The Unadilla, NY
driver quickly worked his way
through the field was threatening
for a top-three running spot.

"We 10th but the car was really
good; digging and clawing, cer-
tainly not going to fall out of the
seat, going to keep the elbows up
and keep digging," said Billy
Decker. "I think we had as good of
a car as anybody the last half of
that Feature. Some of the lap cars
were using a lot of the track and it
was a lot about momentum and
once you cleared them we were
going ok."

With the leaders entering heavy
lap traffic, Williamson stuck to the
top side the track with Sheppard

closely in tow. 
As the laps clicked down,

Williamson that runs at Merritville
Speedway in Thorold, Ontario,
Canada and Lernerville Speedway
in Sarver, PA was looking for an-
other Super DIRTcar Series victory
and a big one at that. 

"This is pretty cool, there is a lot
of people here," added Williamson.
"We've won some big races back
home but nothing like this - this is
pretty awesome."

Entering Friday, the 6m team
wasn't sure how they were going to
race after having a motor expire on
them following qualifying on Satur-
day.

Randy Williamson [Mat's Dad]
told DirtTrackDigest.com on Friday,
"We were going to use Justin
Haers car, but then that changed.
There was some discussion over
the rules for a replacement car, but
that got sorted out. Jamie Mills of-
fered to drive a motor down from
Delaware or we could use another
car that he owned. Keith Flach of-
fered a car, as did Justin Haers."

Williamson and the No. 6 was
able to get a motor on loan from the
99L team of Larry and John Wight.

"I gotta thank a lot of people,
John, Larry, and Laura Wight, with-
out them I wouldn't have a power
plant in that thing tonight," said Mat
Williamson "I can't think everyone
enough for the endless support in
the pit area."

While Sheppard was able to get
close, Williamson was able to hold
off Sheppard and take home the
$8,000 payday and arguably one of
his biggest wins of his career.

While Sheppard was able to
bring home a second-place finish,
he was able to gain five more
points on Billy Decker as the Series

heads into the final race of the sea-
son. With one race left, Sheppard
holds a 37-point lead over Shep-
pard. 

"It was a good run for us tonight,
we just came up a few car lengths
short but definitely happy with sec-
ond," said Matt Sheppard. "Con-
grats to Mat [Williamson] and his
team. I guess we're one race closer
to the end here It will come down to
tomorrow night - hopefully we can
keep the wheels on her for 40 more
laps and see what happens."

Gravel, Starks Claim
Top Qualifying Honors
on Opening Night of

World Finals
CHARLOTTE, NC - David

Gravel and Trey Starks topped Fri-
day and Saturday Qualifying, re-
spectively, but it was Donny Schatz
stealing the show on the opening
night of the Textron Off Road World
of Outlaws World Finals at The Dirt
Track at Charlotte Motor Speed-
way. Schatz clinched his ninth
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series Championship by taking
the Green Flag in Hot Laps.

In true The Dirt Track at Char-
lotte Motor Speedway fashion, the
track surface held its condition
throughout the evening. David
Gravel set fast-time for Friday's
program with a lap of 12.530, over
two hours and thousands of laps
later, Trey Starks set fast-time for
Saturday's program with a lap of
12.606; a true accolade to The Dirt
Track at Charlotte Motor Speedway
track preparation crew. Additionally,
Starks was the second to last car,
out of the 52 sprint cars signed in,
to take time for Saturday's pro-
gram.

"It's really nice to see the track
didn't change with all the laps put
on it. As a driver, especially when
you don't draw well, that's all you
can ask for. The track being equal
for everyone is a big key when you
have a big car count," Starks, who
was fourth quick in Friday's pro-
gram, said following his Saturday
fast-time effort.

"Fast time is obviously how you
want to start any night. Hopefully
we can park this CJB Motorsports
on the frontstretch a couple of
times this weekend," Gravel, who
was also third quick in Saturday's
program, said.

Daryn Pittman had a strong
evening, setting fast time in Flight
B for Friday's program as well as
going second quick for Saturday's
program. 2018 IRA Champion, Bill
Balog cashed in with a pair of third
place Qualifying runs.

Additionally, Joey Saldana,
Kerry Madsen and Paul McMahan
all set themselves up nicely with
front row Heat Race positions for
both nights. McMahan is making
his first starts of the season in the
Tom Buch owned No.13.

As for Donny Schatz, all the
North Dakota native needed to do
was take the Green in hot laps to
clinch his ninth Series Champi-
onship. Schatz did more than just
that, securing second quick for both
programs this weekend. Schatz will
seek his 20th win of the season this
weekend at the Textron Off Road
World of Outlaws World Finals at
The Dirt Track at Charlotte Motor
Speedway.

Thursday's Hustle in
Qualifying Sets Heat
Races for Friday and
Saturday at Textron

Off Road World Finals
CONCORD, NC - The first night

of the Textron Off Road World Fi-
nals at The Dirt Track at Charlotte
was full of World of Outlaws Crafts-
man® Late Model Series qualifying
which locked in Friday's and Satur-
day's heat race lineups.

With an impressive 75 late mod-
els in attendance, the field was spilt
into eight groups of hot laps and
two groups for qualifying.

Mike Marlar of Winfield, TN set
the fastest overall time of the
evening with a 14.385-second lap
at the 4/10-mile oval. Not only did
Marlar establish quick time, he also
locked himself into the pole position
for Friday's first heat race.

"Getting to be on the pole to-
morrow makes life a lot easier 

(Continued Next Page)
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Mat Williamson raced his way to victory lane on night two of the
Super DIRTcar feature of the Textron Off Road World Finals at The
Dirt Track at Charlotte. (HHP photo)



Continued…

when you get to start
out front," said Marlar.
"It doesn't mean
you're going to stay
there but you're al-
ready there, so they
have to pass you
which is always a
good thing."

Other drivers start-
ing on the pole for Fri-
day's World of
Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series
heat races will be Josh
Richards, Brandon
Kinzer, Dale McDow-

ell, Dennis Erb Jr., and Tim Mc-
Creadie.

The second round of late model
qualifying was the final event to hit
the track on Thursday evening.
Four-time World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Late Model Series Champion,
Josh Richards of Shinnston, WV
set quick time during the qualifying
session for Saturday's heat races
with a 14.536-second lap.

"We feel good. You know, the
car has been really fast and it feels
good to be back here at Charlotte.
It's one of my favorite tracks," said
Richards.

"These are the last two races we
plan on running all year so we just
want to go out and try to win and
run as best as we can. Charlotte is
a high-speed track and I've been
fortunate to always run pretty well
here. I just love how you can drive
this place-it's unique."

Richards will start on the pole of
the first heat on Saturday evening
and the final night of racing in the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Late
Model Series 2017 season. Five
other drivers will also start on the
pole of their heat races on Satur-
day including Dennis Erb Jr., Mike
Marlar, Brandon Sheppard, Dale
McDowell and T.J. Reaid.

Mike Mahaney Sweeps
Qualifying and Heat

Races
CONCORD, NC - In front of a

packed grandstands, the Super
DIRTcar Series took to The Dirt
Track at Charlotte Motor Speedway
for Night One of Textron Off Road
World of Outlaws World Finals for
their qualifying night. Mike Ma-
haney had a night to remember,
sweeping both qualifying sessions
and picking up two heat race victo-
ries.  

In all there were 48 Big-Block
Modifieds that signed in at Textron
Off Road World Finals. The Super

DIRTcar Series first took to the
track for hot laps followed by quali-
fying to determine the heat race
line ups for Friday's portion of the
program. Mike Mahaney out of
Kings Ferry, NY timed in quickest
with a lap of 15.609-seconds; Ma-
haney would get the best view in
the house for the first heat race.  

A little Deja-vu with Mahaney
coming out of the third qualifying
group knocked Matt Sheppard off
the perch of the quickest qualifier
and stole five valuable points away
from the championship points
leader and swept qualifying for the
evening.

Starting from the pole in the first
heat for Friday's portion of the
show, Mahaney jumped out to an
early lead and would continue the
streak by picking up the heat race
win for Friday's Nights portion.
Joining Mahaney in the Friday heat
race winner category was Mat
Williamson; Matt Sheppard; Keith
Flach and Demetrios Drellos.  

In the Saturday Night heat
races, a couple repeat winners on
the night. First was Drellos in the
first heat. Matt Sheppard also
picked up another heat race win
and five points.

Mahaney completed the sweep
with a victory in the third heat race.
Keith Flach and Tim Fuller were
also winners for Saturday Night
heat races.  

"It couldn't be any better that's

for sure," said Mike Mahaney.
"We've come down here [in the
past] and kind of struggled. We
gain a lot of fans the one time we
came down here and passed
everyone in the Last Chance
Showdown and everyone got ex-
cited. But to come down and feel
like we came out of the box with a
really good car. We timed first in
both sessions and won the heat
races; that will set us up great for
the weekend. Couldn't be prouder
of our Buzz Chew Racing Team.
We've just been doing everything
perfect."

Both Jimmy Phelps in the 98H
and Brett Hearn both suffered set-
backs and were forced to go to
backup-cars.  

The championship battle in the
Super DIRTcar Series which is far
from over saw Sheppard come into
night one of Textron Off Road
World of Outlaws World Finals,
Matt Sheppard holding a slim 30-
point lead over his closest competi-
tor, Billy Decker. Matt Sheppard
from Waterloo, NY put on a driving
clinic in his Friday heat and Satur-
day heat races and picked up five
points for each of his wins.

Second in points Billy Decker
brought his No. 91 home in second
for both Friday Night and Saturday
Night heat race, earning four points
for each race. Throughout the night
Matt Sheppard was able to pick up
two points on Decker, widening the

separation in the championship
battle to 32 points.

"We're just down here to trying
to win," said Matt Sheppard. "Last
year we got a little taste of not hav-
ing point pressure and we just let it
all hang out and we were good all
weekend. That was a lot more fun
so we're not going to go out there
and run the crap out of it and see if
we can win some races."

Decker who didn't seem as con-
fident in his No. 91 wasn't going to
go down without a fight.

"We want to run good; that's the
bottom line for us," said Billy
Decker. "Yeah we're points racing
but we're also trying to put our-
selves into position to win and I
don't think we've done that yet but
we're digging and clawing. We're
off a little bit this year and not as
sound as we need to be - I don't
know why; it's got me confused but
we aren't quitting."

The five heat race winners from
Friday and Saturday's portion will
re-draw for their starting positions
while the rest of the field will start
from sixth on back. The stars of the
Big-Block Modifieds will run their
40-lap Feature.

"I don't normally draw that well
but maybe I'll have to pick a kid to
draw for me," said Mike Mahaney.
"It's only a five-car draw so it's not
that bad with a 10-12 car draw and
you can really set yourself back
with that."
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SYLVANIA, GA -
The ULTIMATE Super
Late Model Series will
roll into the 1/3rd mile
Screven Motor Speed-
way on Saturday, No-
vember 18th for the 50
lap / $5000 to win 17th
Annual Georgia State
Outlaw Champi-
onship. In the 19 se-
ries events contested
thus far in 2017 there

have been 16 different winners on
the southeastern tour. 

Tyler Millwood of Kingston,
Georgia is poised to wrap his first
ever touring championship along
with the Autolite Spark Plugs

Rookie of the Year presented by
DirtonDirt.com Millwood however is
focused on getting to victory lane.
"We have been so close to getting
a win this year. So we really want
to get that done down at Screven.
That would sort of make our sea-
son complete." Millwood said. If
Millwood is able to nab the title it
would be the first time in the 7 year
history of the series that the Rookie
of the Year also wins the champi-
onship title. 

Another driver who has been
looking for his first career ULTI-
MATE victory is Maryville, Ten-
nessee's Jason Welshan. Welshan
enters the Georgia State Outlaw
Championship second in the series

point standings. Welshan would
also like to put a check in the win
column for 2017. "We have had a
lot of fun running up and down the
road this year. And we have had
some not so fun times too. But we
want to get an ULTIMATE Series
win. So we are looking forward to
Screven and trying to get it done."
commented Welshan. 

Defending ULTIMATE Series
champion Dennis "Rambo"
Franklin of Gaffney, South Carolina
is also looking to rebound his sea-
son. Franklin has extensive experi-
ence at Screven and he has visited
victory lane there on several occa-
sions as well. "You know we have
had a rough year. We have just run
into one thing after another. But
Screven is one of my favorite
places and we have always run
well there. So maybe we can find
something and get us a win." said
Franklin.

Screven's Georgia State Outlaw
Championship will also host ULTI-
MATE sister series FASTRAK Rac-
ing Series Pro Late Models on
Friday and Saturday respectively.
Friday the crate gang will chase
after a $2000 to win purse while
they go after $3000 to win on Sat-
urday. Also on the card for the
weekend is a $5000 to win SCDRA
Front Wheel Drive event along with
$1000 to win in both the Super
Street and Street Stock V-8 divi-
sions.

Screven Motor Speedway is lo-
cated at 6118 Savannah Highway
in Sylvania, Georgia. You can learn
more about the speedway including
directions and ticket information by
visiting www.screvenmotorsports
.com For more information
visit www.ultimatesupers.com You
can also find us on Facebook and
follow us on Twitter and Instagram
@ULTIMATESupers
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Models Set to Battle  at
Screven

SOMERTON, AZ -
The Lucas Oil Ameri-
can Sprint Car Series
National Tour pre-
sented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network
rolls into Cocopah
Speedway in Somer-
ton, Ariz. this Thurs-
day, November 9
through Saturday, No-
vember 11.

Co-Sanc t ioned
with the Southwest Region of the
American Sprint Car Series, drivers
from across Arizona, New Mexico,
and west Texas will be on hand to
hold their own against some of the
worlds best Winged Sprint Car driv-
ers.

Leading the local charge is 20
year old Colton Hardy of Phoenix,
Ariz.

Starting in 600cc Micros in 2011,
Hardy started transitioning to Sprint
Cars in 2014 with his first full sea-
son behind the wheel in 2016 end-
ing with a pair of wins, runner-up in
points with the ASCS Southwest
Region, and Rookie of the Year
honors in the Diamond Mechani-
cal/Bandit Racing No. 74.

On the move to the Winged
Sprint Car ranks, Colton com-
mented, "The transition was a little
difficult at first. Just the difference
in the horsepower and G-Forces
and the driving style is different, but
the group of guys that are behind
me are able to get the car close

each night to where I am comfort-
able and can just focus on driving
it."

Teamed with the Bandit Racing
team once again in 2017, Hardy
has been relentless this season
with three wins and eight of his nine
top-five finishes on the podium, but
the points are not the driving factor.
It's the win.

"I show up to race, and race to
win. I don't pay attention to the
point. That's what everyone else is
for," commented Hardy on the sub-
ject, which is a pretty big one con-
sidering that New Mexico's Rick
Ziehl has earned the champion's
check for the past nine years.

With nearly 30 years of experi-
ence and over a dozen champi-
onships in both winged and
non-wing competition, Ziehl is all
about the long game. Trailing by 62
markers going into the weekend,
the driver of the Mesilla Valley
Transportation No. 20z will be look-
ing at every opportunity to take
over the top spot.

For Hardy, that still is just all a
part of it. Even with the three nights
of competition on hand, Colton ex-
plained that he'll enter the weekend
just like any other, "We just got
done with Trophy Cup which is
three nights, and we just got up and
worked like any other race. We just
try to put ourselves in the best po-
sition possible."

Events at the Cocopah Speed-
way on November 9, 10, and 11 will

get underway each night at 7:30
P.M. Leading up to the three-race
swing, a Fan Fest will take place on
November 8 at the Wild River Fam-
ily Entertainment Center, located
directly across from the Cocopah
Speedway, from 5:00 P.M. to 7:00
P.M. with teams practicing at 7:30
P.M. (MT).

More information can be found
at http://www.cocopahspeedway.co
m.

For continued updates log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com.
Make sure to like the American
Sprint Car Series on Facebook ,
follow us on Twitter, and check out
our Instagram @LucasOilASCS.
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Veteran Attitude to Lucas Oil
ASCS Cocopah Nationals

TULSA, OK - The
list of teams are al-
ready starting to pour
in as the entry blank
for the 32nd Lucas Oil
Chili Bowl Nationals
presented by General
Tire went online in the
early hours of Novem-
ber 1, 2017.

Some of the earli-
est entries received in-
clude car owner Brian

Dunlap, who fields a pair of cars
with Arizona's Casey Shuman
among the team's drivers.

Entries can be downloaded at
http://www.chilibowl.com/down-
loads/get.aspx?i=72453 and re-
turned via Fax to (918) 836-5517,
called in to (918) 838-3777, or
mailed to 1140 S. 83rd East Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74112.

Early entry is $150 through De-
cember 14, 2017. After that, teams
will pay an additional $50 per entry.
Entry forms can be mailed to the
Chili Bowl office at 1141 S. 83rd
East Ave. Tulsa, OK 74112. Pay-
ment is accepted in the form of

Check, Visa, MasterCard, or Cash.
Entry Blanks are also going out

to teams via USPS and will hit the
mail by the close of the week.

Teams do need to note that the
upcoming Chili Bowl will enforce a
Muffler rule that will not allow in-
serts. All cars must run a Muffler.
An update in the wording of the ap-
pearance rules states that the car's
number and letter combination
must be legible from the scorers
stand.

While the races are scored elec-
tronically, the races are also hand-
scored.

The 32nd Lucas Oil Chili Bowl
Nationals presented by General
Tire takes place January 9-13,
2018 at the Tulsa Expo Raceway,
located inside the River Spirit Expo
Center in Tulsa, Okla.

For continued updates on the
Lucas Oil Chili Bowl Nationals pre-
sented by General Tire, fans can
follow along on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram with @CBNationals.
All official press, updates, and re-
sults can be found online at
http://www.chilibowl.com.
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32nd Lucas Oil Chili
Bowl Nationals Pre-Entry

Now Open



PENSACOLA, FL
- For the fifth straight
year, one of Super
Late Model racing's
most prestigious
events will kick off the
Southern Super Se-
ries presented by
Sunoco season in
2018.  Southern Super
Series and South Ala-
bama Speedway offi-
cials announced

Tuesday that the 42nd Annual Rat-
tler 250 will begin the sixth season
for the Southeast Super Late Model
series on March 16-18, 2018.

"The Rattler 250 at South Ala-
bama has traditionally been a great
early-season race and in recent
years a great kickoff to the South-
ern Super Series schedule," said
Southern Super Series Promoter
Tim Bryant.  "John Dykes and his
family do a fantastic job in prepara-
tions for the event and it's an early-

season event that people have
grown accustomed to looking for-
ward to."

The annual Rattler event has
drawn some of the biggest names
in Late Model racing throughout the
41-year history of the race.  Wis-
consin's Ty Majeski, a Roush Fen-
way Racing development driver,
has visited victory lane at South Al-
abama Speedway following the
past two versions of the race.

Other former winners of the Rat-
tler 250 include NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series drivers Christo-
pher Bell and Grant Enfinger, as
well as short track stars such as
Bubba Pollard, Augie Grill, Ronnie
Sanders, Bobby Gill and Dave

Mader III.
The winner of the prestigious

Super Late Model race traditionally
receives a visit from an infamous
Alabama rattlesnake in victory
lane, making the post-race cere-
monies a can't-miss occasion for
race fans.

More information about the
Southern Super Series season-
opening 42nd Annual Rattler 250
including schedules, rules and
entry forms will be released leading
into the event. Additional plans for
the 2018 Southern Super Series
presented by Sunoco are currently
being made. For more information
on the Southern Super Series,
visit www.southernsuperseries.com.
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Kick Off 2018 Southern
Super Series Season

LAS VEGAS, NV -
Motorsportsʼ leading
fan driving experience
partners – Driving
101, which operates
NASCAR Racing Ex-
perience, Richard
Petty Driving Experi-
ence and Mario An-
dretti Racing
Experience – an-
nounced today they
will consolidate the or-

ganizations and their operations to
deliver the ultimate on-track fan ex-
perience at racetracks around the
country.

Together, these three trusted

brands will create an even more-
powerful one, with more than 150
race cars – featuring open wheel
and stock cars -- and permanent lo-
cations throughout the U.S.  With
the consolidation, NASCAR Racing
Experience, Richard Petty Driving
Experience and Mario Andretti
Racing Experience will now be able
to offer its customers more dates at
more of the nationʼs premier speed-
ways. The program will expand to
Las Vegas Motor Speedway with a
full time operation offering 200
days a year with the addition of
Mario 

Andretti Racing Experience and
their fleet of full size, Indy-style

race cars.  In addition, the consoli-
dated experience will run at 19 na-
tionwide speedways for NASCAR
Racing Experience as well as ex-
panding to 15 nationwide speed-
ways for Mario Andretti Racing
Experience.

“This consolidation allows us to
provide the best NASCAR stock
car and Indy-style car driving expe-
rience choice for customers, race
fans, thrill seekers and corporate
America. 

In short, we will be the leader in
the driving experience industry.
Weʼve expanded our nationwide lo-
cations, strengthened our market-
ing strategies, and made the racing
experience even more authentic,”
said Robert Lutz, CEO of Driving
101, which operates NASCAR
Racing Experience, Mario Andretti
Racing Experience and Richard
Petty Driving Experience.  “Driving

101 is excited to be able to work
with two of the sports icons,
Richard Petty and Mario Andretti, to
bring this racing experience to the
fans.”

“This is all about giving the fans
more,” said Petty.  “If they want to
drive a NASCAR stock car or an
Indy-style car, they now have that
option.  They can go to more tracks
across the country, too.  Itʼs just a
lot better for the fans and people
who want this experience.  I see
this as a great situation for every-
one.”

“Itʼs exciting to be part of this ex-
tended nationwide program for fans
of open-wheel racing and stock
cars,” said Andretti.  “To combine
forces with the legendary Richard
Petty means race fans can experi-
ence some of the thrill we felt as
drivers at more tracks than ever be-
fore.”
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Driving 101 Unites Racing
Experiences to Give Fans

the Ultimate On-Track Thrill



Texas
Motor Speedway

FORT WORTH,
TX - Reality TV star
Chip Gaines' reputa-
tion as "risk-taker"
proved a perfect fit
Sunday for his next
great adventure - hon-
orary pace car driver
for Sunday's AAA
Texas 500 at Texas
Motor Speedway.

Chip and wife
Joanna, hosts of
HGTV's Fixer Upper,
experienced a real
speed fix around TMS'
high-banked, 1.5-mile

oval a few hours before the start of
the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series Playoff race (1 p.m. CT, TV:
NBC Sports Network, Radio: PRN,
SiriusXM, 95.9 The Ranch locally).

Chip strapped into a 2018
Chevrolet Camaro ZL1 pace car for
training with a NASCAR official and
then hopped in with Cup regular
Ryan Newman as a passenger for
a spin in the track's official 2017
Chevy SS pace car.

"I'm telling you, what a rush!"
said Gaines, who grew up in Col-
leyville and graduated from
Grapevine High School in 1993.
"The first time, just to get up to 45 in
one of those cars, I felt like a
grandma, you know? I was like,
'What is wrong with me?' You'd
think you'd want to gun it. It actually
took me a second to get up to 45
mph, but once you got out on that
track the rush of it all really hits
you."

Joanna and the couple's chil-
dren toured the track in another
Camaro driven by NASCAR Hall of
Famer Terry Labonte, a two-time
Cup champion with Hendrick Mo-
torsports and native of Corpus
Christi.

Chip and Joanna, who met at
Baylor University, have been flip-
ping, remodeling and fixing up
homes together for the past 12
years as owners of Magnolia
Homes in Waco. The high-energy
couple has worked on more than
100 homes, combining Chip's in-
stincts on real estate with Joanna's
eye for design.

Sunday morning on pit road,
however, was all about pressing
pedal to the metal in one of
Chevrolet's premier performance
vehicles.

"I grew up literally right down the
street watching this place being
built in the late 1990s," said
Gaines, who graduated from Bay-
lor in 1998 with a degree in busi-
ness. "To be out here today, what

an honor. A total, total rush. I joked
with all my high school buddies that
the Grapevine PD...I'm finally get-
ting to drive the speed that I always
hoped to drive without the negative
ramifications.

"It was just 45 mph when I was
doing the pace car, so I could get
acclimated. But when we jumped in
the big car, he (Newman) said we
were over 100. The banking...he
got us way up in the top corner. You
know, I had the honor to fly in an F-
16 six or seven months back, and
it's got a similar feel to it. It really
shifts your body in a way that you
can feel the Gs kind of falling on
your chest. Maybe my foot wanted
to fall off the pedal and slam on the
brake, but he said, 'Don't do that.
Keep going!'"

Gaines said his next rush would
be pacing the 40-car field before
the green flag falls on the 334-lap,
501-mile Round of 8 Playoff race. 

"Absolutely!" Gaines said. "He
(Newman) said when you look in
that rear-view mirror and there's
nothing but the most amazing
pieces of equipment on the planet,
it's quite a rush. I can't wait to feel
it."

Gateway Motorsports Park
Early-bird discount ticket pricing

for Gateway Motorsports Park's in-
augural Magic of Lights™ drive-
through Christmas lights
experience will end on Thursday,
November 9. Standard pricing will
go into effect on November 10.

The Magic of Lights™ holiday
experience will start on Friday, No-
vember 17 and continue through
New Year's Day. The family-friendly
"one carload, one price" holiday at-
traction will run from dusk each
evening to 10 p.m. The inaugural
Magic of Lights™ experience at
Gateway Motorsports Park will be-
come a new holiday tradition for the
entire family.

The 1.5-mile Magic of Lights™
(@MagicOfLights) course will fea-
ture more than 40 scenes of holi-
day lights -- nearly one million
sparkling LED lights. The festival of
twinkling, magical holiday lights in-
cludes a 200-foot-long light tunnel.
The sparkling LEDs will depict the
favorite characters of the season,
including animated snowmen,
elves, poinsettias, candy canes, toy
land, a Victorian village, enchanted
forest and Santa Claus. Guests will
marvel at the size of the light dis-
plays, some as long as 400 feet
and standing as tall as buildings. 

Special party and VIP functions
are available. 

Tickets may be purchased at
Gateway Motorsports Park's ticket

office, at www.MagicOfLights.com
or by phone at (618) 215-8888
(standard ticket fees may apply).

• CARS (personal vehicle with 3
rows of seating or less and 2 axles
or less, includes motorcycles): $15
early bird discount (ends Novem-
ber 9), $20 in advance or $25 at the
gate.

• CARS DASH PASS (skip the
line, head straight in): $40 in ad-
vance, $45 at the gate, $25 to up-
grade at the gate.

• LARGE CAPACITY VEHICLES
(limousine or commercial passen-
ger van with more than 3 rows of
seating, or with 3 axles or more):
$35 early bird discount (ends No-
vember 9), $40 in advance, $50 at
the gate.

• LARGE CAPACITY VEHICLES
DASH PASS (skip the line, head
straight in): $60 in advance, $65 at
the gate, $25 to upgrade at the
gate.

For more information on Magic
of Lights™, please visit www.magi-
coflights.com.

Follow GMP on Facebook, Twit-
ter, Snapchat and Instagram. For
more information on Gateway Mo-
torsports Park, please call (618)
215-8888 or visit www.gate-
waymsp.com. Follow GMP on
Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat and
Instagram.

Phoenix Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ - Introducing a

new concept to race day, Phoenix
Raceway has partnered with Farm-
boy Food Company to bring an ex-
citing new menu featuring
farm-fresh, local ingredients to the
concession stand for fans to enjoy
at Novemberʼs Can-Am 500 race
weekend.

“Weʼre a local concessions com-
pany based out of Phoenix,” said
Farmboy Founder Zach Gibbs.
“Weʼve got this whole new ʻfarm-to-
fanʼ concept that weʼre doing where
we bring local produce and meats
to the concessions world. Using our
network of local farms and ranches,
we build our menus around what is
available and in season. Weʼre ex-
cited to bring that out to Phoenix
Raceway for the NASCAR race this
fall.”

Fans attending the
Can-Am 500 Monster
Energy NASCAR
Cup Series race
weekend Nov. 10-12
will find three must-
have signature items
on the menu. The
main star of the
weekend is the bison
burger, featuring
meat grown down the

street from the track, at Adamʼs
Natural Meats in Buckeye. The
burger is topped with a cole slaw
made with local vegetables, includ-
ing carrots and cabbage, and com-
plimented by fresh crinkle fries,
which are perfect to dip into Farm-
boyʼs secret sauce.

To make sure fans donʼt get too
thirsty from that burger, there is the
Arizona Honey Sweet Tea. Sweet-
ened with organic honey from
Crockettʼs Honey in Tempe, it is the
perfect pairing with the corn elote,
made with bell peppers and onions.
For a little something extra, fans
can chose to top off the elote with
some local pulled pork or bacon.

Tickets to all events throughout
the Can-Am 500 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series weekend at
Phoenix Raceway are available on-
line at PhoenixRaceway.com, by
phone at 1-866-408-RACE (7223)
or in person at the Phoenix Race-
way ticket office.

Texas Motor Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Four

students were recognized for their
accomplishment in technology and
innovation as NASCAR and
Chevrolet announced the winners
of the third annual NASCAR
Chevrolet Diversity Scholarship
Contest Sunday at Texas Motor
Speedway.

Four undergraduate students
from across the country were
awarded a total of $20,000 in
scholarships and treated to a VIP
experience at Sundayʼs Monster
Energy NASCAR Sprint Cup race,
the AAA Texas 500. The winners
were recognized in a press confer-
ence prior to the race.

The contest challenged students
to identify a technology or innova-
tion within NASCAR, then explain
how Science, Technology, Engi-
neering & Math (STEM) profes-
sionals came to its design in
90-second videos. Video submis-
sions were judged on technical ac-
curacy, creativity and production
quality. 

Cindy Yen, a sophomore at the
University of Southern California,
from Santa Monica, California, 

(Continued Next Page)

On
Tr
ac
k



Continued…

earned first place and
a $10,000 scholar-
ship.  

University of Notre
Dame freshman We-
ston Dell, from Frank-
fort, Illinois, won
$5,000. University of
Houston student Nima
Desai from Houston,
Texas, and Broward
College freshman
Nicole Forero, from
Coral Springs, Florida,
were awarded third
and fourth place, re-
spectively, earning

$2,500 scholarships each.  
"NASCAR is proud to work with

Chevrolet and continue our long-
standing commitment to STEM ed-
ucation by recognizing these
tremendous students,” said Jim
Cassidy, NASCAR senior vice
president of racing operations.
"These four students were recog-
nized from an outstanding pool of
candidates, and itʼs a testament to
the continued engagement of stu-
dents in the pursuit of science and
technology careers in our sport.”

“Itʼs an exciting time in the STEM
field with the advancement of tech-
nology,” said Ken Barrett, chief di-
versity officer for General Motors.
“At GM, we celebrate unique per-
spectives propelled by diversity
and champion innovative ideas;
Ideas that change the automotive
industry and the world.”

Before taking in the AAA Texas
500, the students had the chance
to meet with 2017 NASCAR playoff
drivers Jamie McMurray of Chip
Ganassi Racing and Ryan New-
man with Richard Childress Rac-
ing. Newman graduated from
Purdue University with an engi-
neering degree. The VIP experi-
ence also included pace car rides,
garage and pit road tour, and a
meet-and-greet with Chevroletʼs
Monster Energy NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series Program Manager Alba
Colon.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - As has been

done for each of the past 20 fall
seasons, operations crews were
hard at work this week, implement-
ing an annual heavy maintenance
program on the aging 1.54-mile
racing surface at Atlanta Motor
Speedway.

Well beyond its predicted lifes-
pan, the asphalt, originally lain at
the same time the track was recon-
figured into a quad-oval layout in
the spring of 1997, is showing its

age. Widening cracks, bumpy
seams and asphalt aggregate – the
“glue” that holds it all together – de-
pleted to the point of near total
nonexistence, may all sound like
typical characteristics of a forgotten
racetrack of the past. 

But in reality? Itʼs perhaps one of
the most well-kept 1.5 miles of as-
phalt in the country and easily one
of NASCAR driversʼ most cher-
ished venues. Itʼs old, abrasive and
slick, and it presents a difficult chal-
lenge for racers to find speed and
keep their wheels spinning in the
right direction. With its numerous
racing grooves and characteristic
bumps, race cars typically tread
over every square inch – from the
wall to the apron – over the course
of a race as they try to defeat not
only their competitors but the track
itself.

“The drivers love the worn-out
asphalt,” said Ed Clark, AMS pres-
ident. “They especially like it here
because they can run so many dif-
ferent lines around our track. It pro-
duces pretty dramatic two- and
three-wide racing.”

Of course the historic racing sur-
face, which has seen iconic mo-
ments in NASCAR history like Dale
Earnhardtʼs 0.010-second margin
of victory over Bobby Labonte in
2000 and Kevin Harvickʼs emo-
tional and record-setting 0.006-sec-
ond margin of victory over Jeff
Gordon in Earnhardtʼs Richard
Childress Racing car the following
year, wouldnʼt still be in “raceable”
condition without the meticulous
maintenance program employed
by AMS over the years.

“This will be our 21st season
racing on this surface,” said Clark.
“That's pretty much unheard of as
far as racing surfaces go. And I
give the biggest part of the credit to
the sealing program we've done
year after year.

“It's something that's been a re-
ligious program for us really since
Year 1, when we (last) paved. It
prevents the heaving-up you get
when you get water freezing un-
derneath. Itʼs allowed our surface
to live really an extended time.”

Originally set to finally surrender
to Father Time and be resurfaced
after the conclusion of the speed-
wayʼs annual NASCAR weekend
this past March, the two-decade-
old asphalt received a temporary
reprieve after several drivers spoke
up in a chorus of opposition.

“I think that's one of the reasons
the drivers have really petitioned to
not repave,” Clark said. “They know
we've got this great program in
place to seal the track up. We know
we're going to have to pave very

soon, but we're going to get at least
one more year out of it – our 21st
season – next February with the
Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500.”

Walking alongside maintenance
crews as they worked earlier this
week, Clark noted that for a geri-
atric race track like AMS, itʼs actu-
ally in surprisingly good shape.

“The worst area we found is re-
ally right in front of our grandstand
area, here on the front straight-
away. We traditionally come in in
early October, seal the cracks up,
keep the moisture out throughout
the winter, and that's allowed our
surface to last such a very long
time.

“One of the reasons that we seal
our track in October is that it's one
of the driest times of the year here
in the Atlanta, Georgia area.”

As for how much longer the
track surface will last, Clark was
willing to take a wait-and-see ap-
proach going forward.

“We're prepared to repave if we
need to after the 2018 event. Of
course, all that's going to be based
on the evaluation we do after event
weekend. So, it could go longer,
but we're prepared to come in and
pave sometime next year, right
after that event. But who knows?”

NASCAR racing returns to At-
lanta Motor Speedway Feb. 23-25,
2017. For more information or to
purchase tickets today, contact the
Atlanta Motor Speedway ticket of-
fice at (770) 946-4211 or (877) 9-
AMS-TIX, or visit
www.atlantamotorspeedway.com.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Tickets

for the 60th annual Coke Zero 400
Powered By Coca-Cola, the Inde-
pendence Day holiday weekend
classic scheduled for Saturday,
July 7 at Daytona International
Speedway, are now on sale. 

Race fans can experience the
excitement of night racing at the
“World Center of Racing” as the
stars of the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series battle under-
neath the lights in the 160-lap, 400-
mile race.

Tickets for the Coke Zero 400
start at $60 and children 12 and
under are $20 in reserved stadium
seating. Tickets can be purchased
by calling 1-800-PITSHOP or visit-
ing www.daytonainternational-
speedway.com. Other ticket
options for the Fourth
of July weekend in-
clude:

• Hospitality and
premium seat pack-
ages, including the
Rolex 24 Lounge,

DAYTONA 500 Club, Harley Jʼs,
Trioval Club and UNOH Fan-
zone/Pre-race.

• The Coca-Cola Firecracker
250 NASCAR XFINITY Series race
on Friday, July 6. Tickets start at
$40 and children 12 and under are
$10 in reserved seating and free in
general admission areas.

Fans can stay connected with
Daytona International Speedway
on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,
Pinterest, YouTube and Snapchat,
and by downloading Daytona Inter-
national Speedwayʼs mobile app,
for the latest Speedway news
throughout the season.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Raceway announced today the VIP
Tailgate packages for the 2018
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries weekends are now available
for purchase. This announcement
comes with 12 days remaining for
2017 ticket purchasers to save
20% on select 2018 Sunday tickets
as part of ʻThe Tricky Triangleʼsʼ
ticket renewal program. 

There are two VIP Tailgating
packages currently available for the
2018 season. The VIP Tailgate in-
cludes a reserved tailgating spot
with space for two vehicles and up
to eight guests, private portable
restrooms and a secured area. The
Premium VIP Tailgate includes all
of the items that are featured with
the VIP Tailgate as well as a tent,
an eight foot table with table cover,
four tailgating chairs and a cooler
filled with ice. For additional infor-
mation and to purchase, please
visit www.poconoraceway.com/tail-
gate.

Time is running out on the 2018
Ticket Renewal Program, which
ends on November 15, 2017.
Those eligible for renewals can
save 20% on select 2018 Sunday
NASCAR and/or INDYCAR tickets,
gain automatic entry for a chance
to win an Arctic Cat ATV, Side by
Side or Snow Machine upon re-
newing and have the opportunity to
be the first fans to upgrade or move
their 2018 seats. Visit
www.poconoraceway.com/re-
newals for more information or call
1-800-722-3929. 

Pocono Raceway will host
seven motorsports events in 2018,
including two Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series races.
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Volunteer
Speedway

BULLS GAP, TN -
The 44th season of
racing at Volunteer
Speedway began on a
sunny Saturday after-
noon back the first
weekend in March
under new manage-
ment, with Mitch Mc-
Carter and family
assuming operation of
“The Gap.” The 2017
finale was headlined
Saturday night by run-
ning of the $3,000-to-
win Crate Nationals,

showcasing Crate Late Models.
Logan Roberson of Waynes-

boro, Virginia, led flag-to-flag in
winning the inaugural Crate Na-
tionals in impressive fashion.

Jed Emert of Maryville captured
his first-ever Sportsman Late
Model victory, while Chris Rickett of
Morristown picked up his eighth
Modified Street win on the season.

Don Adams of London, Ken-
tucky, recorded his second Open
Wheel Modified victory this season,
with John Stevens of Wallins
Creek, Kentucky, winning his fourth
Classic feature.

Four Crate Late Model heat
races transferred the top four fin-
ishers from each into the Crate Na-
tionals. 

Cory Hedgecock won the first
heat over Jensen Ford, Ross White
and Tyler Bare. Logan Roberson
was victorious in the second heat
over Drew Kennedy, Christian
Hanger and Rusty Ballenger.

Jesse Lowe won the third heat
over Jason Manley, Mack McCarter
and Anthony White. The fourth heat
race was won by Vic Hill over
Jimmy Elliott, Bobby Mays and
Jason Tramell.

Two last chance B-mains filled
out the remainder of the 24-car
starting field. The first 10-lap race
was won by Greg Martin over Philip
Thompson, Tim Maupin and Gary
Crittenden. The second 10-lap race
was won by Mike Weeks over Josh
Henry, Keith Helton and Bryson
Dennis.

Hedgecock and Roberson led
the field to green from the front row,
with Roberson rolling around the
banking through turns one and two
to power his way past Hedgecock
into the lead racing down the back-
stretch, with Lowe, Hill and Ford in
pursuit.

With both Hill (five-time Volun-
teer Speedway Super Late Model
champion) and Ford having more
experience at the track than Middle

Tennessean Lowe, in the early laps
Hill and Ford maneuvered their
rides high up in the banking to carry
momentum and drive past Lowe for
position. But Lowe quickly closed
right back in behind Hill and Ford.

Following a caution on lap 13
when Helton spun, off the ensuing
double-file restart the action up
front among Roberson, Hedge-
cock, Ford, Hill and Lowe was
worth the price of admission in it-
self. Hedgecock was giving it his
best effort to try and get around
Roberson, while Lowe passed Hill
to move into the fourth spot.

Ford was still riding the high line
through the corners, but Lowe was
getting around the bottom very well
and he drove past Ford to move
into third in the running order. Just
before the halfway mark, three driv-
ers that were having good runs in-
cluding 2017 Volunteer Speedway
Crate Late Model champion Ross
White, Mays and Anthony White,
each pulled into the pits prema-
turely ending their race.

Weeks had steadily worked his
way forward from his 18th-place
starting position into top 10 in the
running order. After getting past El-
liott and Manley to pull into sev-
enth, behind his teammate
Kennedy, they began to go to work
on Ford for the fifth spot. With the
laps winding down and Ford trying
to hang on, both Kennedy and
Weeks got around Ford on lap 42
between turns three and four.

But out front the race belonged
to Roberson, who had led from the
opening lap. He never missed a
beat in running a flawless 51 laps
to keep the hard-charging Hedge-
cock behind him the entire dis-
tance. Finishing third through fifth,
respectively, were Lowe, Hill and

Kennedy.
Completing the top 10 finishers

were Weeks, Ford, Ballenger, Man-
ley and Hanger. … Crittenden
came home in the 11th position,
and he was the final car on the lead
lap.

“To come in here and outrun all
of these local guys for this $3,000
Crate Nationals win is really awe-
some,” said a smiling Roberson fol-
lowing the race. “This was a really
good field of cars here tonight.
When you can beat Cory Hedge-
cock and especially a guy like Vic
Hill, whoʼs got thousands of laps
around this place and has won a lot
of races and track championships
too, youʼve accomplished some-
thing. Winning this Crate Nationals
event, man, I couldnʼt be any hap-
pier. It will definitely make the ride
we have going back home up Inter-
state 81 not seem so long.

“I came down here back the first
weekend in October mainly just to
get some laps around these high
banks. It was a really strong field of
cars assembled that night and we
didnʼt qualify that well, we started
inside of row three in the seventh
spot. But as the race went on, our
car got better and better and I just
began to pick cars off and before I
knew it I was running in second
place. I managed to get around
(Mack) McCarter for the lead com-
ing off the fourth turn to take the
white flag and held on for the win. I
knew that night I had figured out
where I needed to run my car
around this place.”

Pole-sitter Tyler Smith and
Travis Fultz battled side-by-side for
the lead in the 25-lap Sportsman
Late Model feature over the open-
ing four circuits before Fultz pulled
ahead, with Jed Emert, Heath

Alvey and Adam Mitchell in tow.
Emert passed Smith for second

on lap 5 racing off turn two, which
opened the door for both Alvey and
Adam Mitchell to drive by and drop
Smith back to fifth in the running
order. Smith lost another position
on lap 12 when Preston Whitehead
got around him to take over the fifth
spot.

An incredible battle up front for
the lead between Fultz and Emert,
with the dynamic duo exchanging
slide jobs on each end of the track
in the corners on successive laps.
But Emert got up on the wheel to
get the job done with a pass on
Fultz for the lead on lap 19, and
once out front never looked back.

Emert captured his first-ever vic-
tory at the legendary Volunteer
Speedway over Fultz, Alvey,
Mitchell and Whitehead.

After setting fast-time in qualify-
ing at 15.391 seconds to earn the
pole starting position for the 25-lap
Modified Street feature, Chris Rick-
ett grabbed the lead on the open-
ing lap over Michael Woods and
Wayne Rader. There was good ac-
tion behind them involving Shan-
non Emery, Eddie Stewart, David
Clark, Brad Davis, Westley Lester
and Willie Busler.

While Woods and Rader were
battling for second, Rickett was
putting some distance between
himself and closest challengers.
But Woods got in a good rhythm
running around the bottom and
began cutting into Rickettʼs advan-
tage, with Rickett running up in the
banking through the corners.

In the waning laps Woods stuck
his nose underneath Rickett in the
corners on a few occasions, but
Rickett held on to record his eighth
win on the season. He was chased
to the checkers by Woods, Rader,
Stewart and Emery.

Chase King set fast-time in
Open Wheel Modified qualifying at
15.260 seconds to nail down the
pole starting position, and jumped
out to the lead over Don Adams
and Shon Flanary at start of the 25-
lap feature. But Adams struck
quickly, passing King for the lead
on lap 2 between turns one and
two.

Behind the lead trio the action
was heated among Wayne James,
Jody Puckett, Jimmy Dalton, Justin
Blevins and Billy Palmer. With
Adams having a clear view out
front, King and Flanary were bat-
tling for second. Flanary rode the
high-line, rim-riding up top in the
banking, on lap 11 between turns
one and two to pass King for the
spot.

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Logan Roberson led all the laps to win Saturday night at Volunteer
Speedway in the Crate Nationals. (VOLUNTEER SPEEDWAY
photo)



(Continued…)

But there would be
no denying Adams his
second visit to victory
lane at the track this
season, with Flanary,
King, James and Dal-
ton rounding out the
top five finishers.

John Stevens cap-
tured his fourth Classic
feature win on the sea-
son over Eli Keck, Will
Carey, Lee Merritt and
Chris Worsham.

Southern
National Motorsports Park

LUCAMA, NC - Southern Na-
tional Motorsports Park has re-
leased the schedule for the 17th
running of the Thanksgiving Clas-
sic presented by Solid Rock Carri-
ers, which will be run over three
days on Thanksgiving weekend.

The Thanksgiving Classic race
weekend, which kicks off on Friday,
November 24th, is headlined by a
200 lap, $20,000-to-win Late Model
Stock Car race on Sunday, No-
vember 26th.  The three-day event
will feature 795 laps of racing
across 11 different divisions.

“Weʼve got an action-packed
schedule this year with divisions
ranging from our ever growing Any
Car class to the Late Models and
Super Late Models that'll fill any
fans desire for racing,” track owner
Michael Diaz said. “This yearʼs
Thanksgiving Classic is going to be
a stepping stone to making this
event even bigger in the future and
I think it starts with our $20,000 to
win Late Model Stock Car race
which is drawing a ton of interest.”

The first night of the Thanksgiv-
ing Classic will feature racing for
the Bandolero, Charger and Leg-
ends divisions as well as a 40 lap
Limited Late Model “Dash for
Cash”.  The Limited Late Model
race will feature a unique format for
the racers.  The drivers must run
two scuff tires from the track, but
can run two scuff tires they bring
with them from their home track.
The Limited Late Models, along
with the Legends, Bandoleros and
Any Cars, will run multiple races
during the Thanksgiving Classic.

Racing will get underway on Fri-
day night at 8pm.

Saturday, November 25th will
feature seven different divisions of
racing as well as qualifying which
will set the field for Sundayʼs Super
Late Model race and set the top-15
for the Late Model Stock Car race.
Saturday eveningʼs racing program

is headlined by a 75 lap, $2,500-to-
win Limited Late Model feature.  In
addition to the Limited Late Models,
the Bandoleros, Legends, South-
ern Lightning Modifieds, Mini
Stocks, U-CARs, Street Stocks and
Any Cars will all be in action.

Saturdayʼs racing program goes
green at 4:45pm.  Qualifying for
Sundayʼs Late Model races will
commence at 2:30pm.

The main events, which take
place on Sunday, will get underway
shortly after noon on Sunday, No-
vember 26th, starting with a Last
Chance Qualifier for the Late Model
Stock Car portion of the Thanks-
giving Classic which will set the re-
mainder of the starting lineup from
16th on back.  That will be followed
by the 125 lap Super Late Model
event, a 15 lap Any Car race and
the 200 lap, $20,000-to-win
Thanksgiving Classic Late Model
Stock Car race.

Complete weekend schedule »
http://snmpark.com/thanksgiving-
classic-ticket-prices/ 

General admission for the
Thanksgiving Classic start at $15
for Friday night, $20 for Saturday
night and $25 for Sunday.  A three-
day event pass will be available for
$45.  Discounts for youths, seniors
and active military are available.

Full ticket pricing options »
http://snmpark.com/thanksgiving-
classic-ticket-prices/
Sponsorship information »
http://snmpark.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2017/05/The-Thanksgiving-
Classic-2017-short.pdf

Trackside spots and suites can
be purchased in advance and
sponsorship can be set up in ad-
vance by calling the Southern Na-
tional Motorsports Park track office
at (919) 284-1114 or visiting the
track office at 8071 Newsome Mill
Rd., Lucama, NC 28751.  Office
hours are Monday through Satur-
day 9am-5pm and Sunday upon re-
quest.

More information about the 17th
Thanksgiving Classic presented by
Solid Rock Carriers » http://snm-
park.com/thanksgivingclassic 

For more information about
Southern National Motorsports
Park, check out SNMPʼs website
at www.snmpark.com, “like” South-
ern National Motorsports Park on
Facebook or “follow” @SNM_Park
on Twitter.

Hickory Motor Speedway
Long time Hickory Motor Speed-

way NASCAR Official Tony Wilson
has been promoted to head tech
official over all divisions at Hickory
Motor Speedway. Wilson will suc-
ceed Former Hickory Motor Speed-

way track champion and head tech
official over the last four years Scott
Kilby.  Kilby also served one year
as race director for the track. Kilby
commented “I would like to thank
Kevin for the opportunity to be part
of the Hickory Motor Speedway
staff the past several years.  It has
been great to experience the ʻother
side of the fenceʼ so to speak and
work with such great people, driv-
ers and teams. I value each of your
friendships greatly! With more de-
mands on my time due to work and
family, I just feel I currently canʼt
continue to devote the time and
focus that is needed to fill such an
important role, but it does give me
great satisfaction in knowing the
role is in such good hands with
Tony.”  ”HMS General Manager
Kevin Piercy stated “Scott will be
truly missed at Hickory Motor
Speedway and it has been an ab-
solute joy working with him, Tony
has been a devoted official with us
for several years and the opportu-
nity to learn under one of the best
with Scott should prepare him for
the opportunity he has been given
for 2018.” Piercy went on to say
“We expect all of our officials to be
professional, knowledgeable and
courteous to all of our competitors
and the groundwork has been laid
for Tony to move right in to this po-
sition.”  Tony has been a NASCAR
official at HMS for the last 11 years.
Wilson stated” Iʼm excited about
the opportunity to step into this roll
and looking forward to the chal-
lenge and continuing the work and
the level of integrity that Scott
brought to Hickory Motor Speed-
way “ 

Tony Wilson can be reached for
questions at: 828-514-3912 or you
can contact him via email at
goodolemrwilson@yahoo.com

Hickory Motor Speedway will
open its 2018 season on March
17th, and continue its long standing
tradition of NASCAR Whelen All
American Series racing, along with
events from the PASS Series, Cars
Racing Tour, Knights of Destruc-
tion, Must See Sprints, Southern
Modified Series, Sundown Audio,
Hickory Vintage Swap Meet and
more.

Five Flags Speedway
PENSACOLA, FL - While the

beginning of December is the main
target for teams entered in the 50th
Snowball Derby, there are a great
number of teams that are set to
head Five Flags Speedway during
the month of November. The ma-
jority of the teams looking for a leg
up will be in Pensacola, FL on Sat-
urday, November 18 for the Snow-

ball Derby Preview.  Once again,
those teams will also be able to
compete for some extra cash as
they prepare for the big race.

While this open track day is pri-
marily designed to allow for plenty
of test time for teams across all di-
visions, Five Flags is spicing things
up to end the day. The fastest
teams in each division will each go
home with some extra money for
the quickest lap time in the final
session for their respective division.

The quickest Super Late Model
team will pocket $500 while the
fastest from the Pro Late Models,
Florida Modifieds, Pro Trucks, Out-
law Stocks, Sportsman and Pure
Stocks will each collect $200.

Since these times will be near
the end of the day with cool track
conditions, fans can expect the
same kinds of fast lap times that
they will see during race week for
the Snowball Derby.

The Snowball Derby Preview will
run from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. CT on No-
vember 18 with rotating practice
sessions throughout the day.

Pit area admission is $20 with
no track rental fee, while grand-
stand admission is free of charge.

Full track services will be avail-
able all day including, fuel, tires,
and the tech station.

The 50th Annual Snowball
Derby will kick off on Wednesday,
November 29 with racing for the
first time in event history on a
Wednesday night. The Pure Stock
division will be in action for a 50-lap
feature prior to the annual Green
Flag Pit Party and all-important
qualifying draw for Late Model driv-
ers.

Late Models will hit the track for
the first time on Thursday, Novem-
ber 30 prior to 50-lap features for
the Sportsman and Outlaw Stock
divisions later that night.

Friday, December 1 is the most
intense day in all of short track rac-
ing. It's qualifying day for the Snow-
ball Derby. Also on Friday night, the
Modifieds will get their spotlight as
they do battle for 75 laps to crown
their Snowball Derby champion.

Saturday, December 2 is Allen
Turner Snowflake 100 race day.
Qualifying for the Snowflake 100
will begin at 2 p.m. CT. A 50-lap last
chance race for the Snowflake 100
will immediately follow qualifying.
The 50-lap last chance race for the
Snowball Derby will also be held on
Saturday evening at the conclusion
of the last chance race for the
Snowflake 100.

The green flag for the Allen
Turner Snowflake 100 will wave at
7 p.m. Also on Saturday night, the

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Pro Trucks will race for
50 laps to decide who
takes their Snowball
Derby victory.

Sunday, Decem-
ber 3 is the biggest
day of the year in short
track racing. It's race
day for the 50th An-
nual Snowball Derby.
Pre-race festivities will
begin at Noon CT. The
class photo for the
50th Annual Snowball
Derby will be taken on
the frontstretch at
12:30. Driver introduc-

tions will follow at 1:15 p.m. The
green flag for the 50th Annual
Snowball Derby will wave at 2 p.m.

More information on the 50th An-
nual Snowball Derby can be found
by visiting www.snowballderby.com
and www.5flagsspeedway.com.

Five Flags Speedway
PENSACOLA, FL - Do you want

to help raise the excitement level
during the 50th Annual Snowball
Derby? If so, you can for just $50
by becoming a lap sponsor for the
historic short track racing event.

Five Flags Speedway officials
are continuing to sell lap sponsor-
ships to businesses, race fans and
other who want to be involved with
the prestigious race. With sponsor-
ships available for $50 per lap, driv-
ers will have a chance to earn up to
an extra $15,000 should all 300
laps be sold.

All money raised through the
Snowball Derby lap sponsorship
will go directly into the pockets of
the race teams that make the even
so special.

Those who sponsor laps will see
their name or businesses name
listed in the Snowball Derby event
program, as well as on
Speed51.com - the official news
site of the 50th Annual Snowball
Derby. Additionally, lap sponsors
receive mentions during the race
weekend on the Five Flags Speed-
way public address system.

The more laps sold, the more
pressure there will be on drivers to
go for the lead and stay at the front
for every lap, adding to the already
high intensity that the Snowball
Derby is so famous for.  

This will also provide an oppor-
tunity for sponsors to add their
name to one of the most antici-
pated races in the history of short
track racing.

But time is starting to run short
with each passing day, and if you
have any particular laps in mind,

the chance of getting those particu-
lar laps may be running short as
well.

So don't a take a chance,
email tim@snowballderby.com or
call the Five Flags Speedway office
at 850-944-8400 to reserve your
lap(s) or for more information.

The 50th Annual Snowball
Derby will kick off on Wednesday,
November 29 with racing for the
first time in event history on a
Wednesday night. The Pure Stock
division will be in action for a 50-lap
feature prior to the annual Green
Flag Pit Party and all-important
qualifying draw for Late Model driv-
ers.

Late Models will hit the track for
the first time on Thursday, Novem-
ber 30 prior to 50-lap features for
the Sportsman and Outlaw Stock
divisions later that night.

Friday, December 1 is the most
intense day in all of short track rac-
ing. It's qualifying day for the Snow-
ball Derby. Also on Friday night, the
Modifieds will get their spotlight as
they do battle for 75 laps to crown
their Snowball Derby champion.

Saturday, December 2 is Allen
Turner Snowflake 100 race day.
Qualifying for the Snowflake 100
will begin at 2 p.m. CT. A 50-lap last
chance race for the Snowflake 100
will immediately follow qualifying.
The 50-lap last chance race for the
Snowball Derby will also be held on
Saturday evening at the conclusion
of the last chance race for the
Snowflake 100.

The green flag for the Allen
Turner Snowflake 100 will wave at
7 p.m. Also on Saturday night, the
Pro Trucks will race for 50 laps to
decide who takes their Snowball
Derby victory.

Sunday, December 3 is the
biggest day of the year in short
track racing. It's race day for the
50th Annual Snowball Derby. Pre-
race festivities will begin at Noon
CT. The class photo for the 50th
Annual Snowball Derby will be
taken on the frontstretch at 12:30.
Driver introductions will follow at
1:15 p.m. The green flag for the
50th Annual Snowball Derby will
wave at 2 p.m.

More information on the 50th An-
nual Snowball Derby can be found
by visiting www.snowballderby.com
and www.5flagsspeedway.com.

Five Flags Speedway 
PENSACOLA, FL - For some

people, it may come as a surprise
that one of the most sought after
tickets in short track racing is also
one of the most affordable.  How-
ever, that is the case when it comes
to the 50th Annual Snowball Derby,

one of the most highly-anticipated
asphalt racing events ever.

With five days of racing, many
would expect to at least blow
through a $100 bill to get through
the gates for all five days. However,
that is not the case.

A five-day reserved seat ticket
for the 50th Annual Snowball Derby
is only $75. That's right, an average
of $15 per day to watch one of the
biggest events of the short track
racing season. 

With each passing day, the an-
ticipation for the 50th Snowball
Derby continues to grow for both
competitors and race fans. Every
day more and more people make
their plans to journey to Five Flags
Speedway in Pensacola, Florida,
November 29 - December 3, and
while the demand for a seat at the
Derby is at an all-time high, there
are still opportunities left to get a
great deal for this once in a lifetime
short track event.

Once again, race fans can get a
reserved seat for the entire week of
the Snowball Derby for $75, the
same price that was charged in
2016. The only difference this year
is that for the first time in event his-
tory, the Snowball Derby will ex-
pand to five nights of racing with
the Pure Stocks taking to the track
on Wednesday, November 29 to
start off the week along with the
Late Model Qualifying Draw and
Green Flag Pit Party.

Another popular ticket option is
also returning for 2017.  Fans can
purchase a VIP ticket package that
includes reserved seating and pit
access for all five days for just
$120.

With such high-demand to this
historic event, the sooner race fans
purchase tickets the more options
they will have. So be sure to visit to
www.5flagsspeedway.com or call
the Five Flags Speedway office at
850-944-8400.

The 50th Annual Snowball
Derby will kick off on Wednesday,
November 29 with racing for the
first time in event history on a
Wednesday night. The Pure Stock
division will be in action for a 50-lap
feature prior to the annual Green
Flag Pit Party and all-important
qualifying draw for Late Model driv-
ers.

Late Models will hit the track for
the first time on Thursday, Novem-
ber 30 prior to 50-lap features for
the Sportsman and Outlaw Stock
divisions later that night.

Friday, December 1 is the most
intense day in all of short track rac-
ing. It's qualifying day for the Snow-
ball Derby. Also on Friday night, the
Modifieds will get their spotlight as

they do battle for 75 laps to crown
their Snowball Derby champion.

Saturday, December 2 is Allen
Turner Snowflake 100 race day.
Qualifying for the Snowflake 100
will begin at 2 p.m. CT. A 50-lap last
chance race for the Snowflake 100
will immediately follow qualifying.
The 50-lap last chance race for the
Snowball Derby will also be held on
Saturday evening at the conclusion
of the last chance race for the
Snowflake 100.

The green flag for the Allen
Turner Snowflake 100 will wave at
7 p.m. Also on Saturday night, the
Pro Trucks will race for 50 laps to
decide who takes their Snowball
Derby victory.

Sunday, December 3 is the
biggest day of the year in short
track racing. It's race day for the
50th Annual Snowball Derby. Pre-
race festivities will begin at Noon
CT. The class photo for the 50th
Annual Snowball Derby will be
taken on the frontstretch at 12:30.
Driver introductions will follow at
1:15 p.m. The green flag for the
50th Annual Snowball Derby will
wave at 2 p.m.

More information on the 50th An-
nual Snowball Derby can be found
by visiting www.snowballderby.com
and www.5flagsspeedway.com.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT - As

part of their Racing for the Cure
campaign leading up to the NAPA
Fall Final on Sept. 30, Cassie
Rocco and Maina Rufrano took to
the wheel of DARE Stock cars sup-
plied by Rent A Racecar for the
NAPA Fall Final feature event and
in the process raised $5,903 for
cancer research in the process.
Rocco is the wife of 3-time Stafford
SK Modified® champion Keith
Rocco and Rufrano is the wife of
Roccoʼs car owner John Rufrano
and mother to SK Light driver Mar-
cello Rufrano.

Rocco and Rufrano set up an
online donation page through the
American Cancer Society where
donations could be made to sup-
port Rocco or Rufrano in their
fundraising efforts leading up to the
race.  Roccoʼs race was cut short
due to a fuel leak and she finished
21st in the feature event while
Rufrano came home with a 16th
place finish.  While Rocco might
have lost the battle on the track,
she raised $2,985 to Rufranoʼs
$2,918 to win the duel of raising the
most money.

“Together we raised just shy of
$6,000,” said Rocco.  “Our goal
was to raise $5,000 so we ex-

(Continued on Next Page…)
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ceeded our goal and
expectation but I feel
like we could do better
for sure.  Maina won
the race on the track
but I won the race of
raising money, so Iʼm
all right with her beat-
ing me on the track.
Sheʼs a little braver
than I am so I think
she would always beat
me on the track.  Once
I got over my fear and
anxiety of being out on
the track, I was having
a blast.  I was literally

just starting to really have fun and
the car stopped.  I only got like 5
laps and I was hoping for more.
Now I know what to expect and I
think itʼll be much better.”

With the success of their
fundraising efforts this season,
Rocco and Rufrano in conjunction
with Stafford Speedway, are ex-
cited about organizing a ladies race
for 2018 to help raise money for
cancer research.

“Iʼm looking forward to doing this
again next year at Stafford and I
think Iʼll be a lot more relaxed than
I was this year,” said Rocco.  “I
have some ideas floating around
and Iʼd like to have a race where
just wives and girlfriends can race
each other rather than being out
there with the all the guys, espe-
cially at the Fall Final.  I know guys
are racing for championships and I
would hate to be the cause of any-
thing.  I was sick to my stomach be-
fore the race this year because I
didnʼt want to be the cause of a
caution flag that maybe someone
didnʼt need during the race.  Luck-
ily when my car stopped the cau-
tion was already out.”

While Rocco and Rufranoʼs
stated goal was $5,000 this sea-
son, they are looking to at least
double that for the 2018 season.

“We had a late start to the
fundraising this year and we really
didnʼt push the issue because there
was so much other stuff going on
yet we still raised almost $6,000,”
said Rocco.  “Iʼd like to get started
with the fundraising around Spring
Sizzler and collect donations
throughout the season so I think
that $10,000 would be doable by
Fall Final Weekend.  Weʼd like to at
least double the donations we re-
ceived this year.”

Stay tuned for the announce-
ment of the 2018 Stafford Speed-
way schedule and a special ladies
race that will focus on raising
money for the American Cancer

Society.  
For more information, contact

the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

After a dominating 2016 season
that saw him win 5 races and con-
tend for the Limited Late Model
championship, Tolland native Paul
Arute made the step up the full
fender ladder at Stafford Speedway
into the Late Model division for
2017.  The driver of the #82
Supreme Industries Chevrolet took
down his first Late Model win on
August 25 and with 4 top-5 and 13
top-10 finishes for the season, he
easily outpointed Matt Vassar to
claim the NAPA Auto Parts Rookie
of the Year honors and the $1,000
bonus that goes with it.

“The whole team knew how big
the jump from Limited Late Models
to Late Models would be,” ex-
plained Arute. “Our goal at the start
of the year was to learn as much as
we could and win 1 race before the
year was out.  We grabbed that win
and also grabbed the rookie of the
year bonus from NAPA, so weʼre
happy with the season.”

The beginning of the season
saw Arute struggling to find the
handling on his #82 machine as he
had to adjust to the power differ-
ence between the Limited Late
Model and Late Model cars in ad-
dition to having to set the car up to
last 30 laps instead of the custom-
ary 20 laps from the Limited Late
Model days.  Arute managed two
top-10 finishes over his first four
starts but as the year wore on he
began to pick up the consistency
with his finishes as he managed
top-10 efforts in all but two of the
remaining 13 races, including the
Aug. 25 victory.

“We struggled a bit during the
first half of the season to get a han-
dle on the new car but the team
worked through it,” continued
Arute.  “I canʼt thank my sponsors
and crew enough, without them
none of this is possible.  Supreme
Industries, Forward Financing, and
New England Race Fuels are all
vital to our operation.  Steve John-
son has been my crew chief for
over 3 years now and we have had
a lot of fun learning about the new
car this season.  I have to thank
everyone who helps out on the
team; Steve Johnson, Wendy Batz,
Everett Marvin, Rick Casagrande,
Ric DeCarli, and Bob Fill.”

The second half of the season is
where Arute and the #82 team re-

ally began to shine.  Starting in Au-
gust, Arute began an 8-race stretch
that saw them record top-9 finishes
in each race.  Aruteʼs average finish
over the final 8 races was 5.9 and
the highlight of the season was
being able to pull his #82 into NAPA
Victory Lane.  With a full season of
Late Model competition under his
belt, Arute will be looking to get his
Late Model program on the level
that he enjoyed with his Limited
Late Model car in 2016 and be a
regular contender for wins as well
as being a contender for the track
championship.

“Gavin and Nate Boucher with
Supreme Industries have been with
our team for 3 seasons now and
will be back on board in 2018,” ex-
plained Arute.  “Theyʼre great guys
and with their backing weʼre confi-
dent we can contend for wins and
get to victory lane a few times next
season.  Late model racing at
Stafford is so tough, the competi-

tion level is very high and to get a
win you have to have a flawless
night.  With one year under our
belts were ready for 2018.”

Arute will officially be crowned
as the 2017 NAPA Auto Parts Late
Model Rookie of the Year at the
48th Annual Stafford Motor Speed-
way Champions Awards Ceremony
on Friday, November 17 at Manee-
leyʼs in South Windsor.  

Tickets to the 48th Annual
Stafford Motor Speedway Champi-
ons Awards Ceremony are $48 per
person and can be ordered by call-
ing the Stafford Motor Speedway
track office at (860) 684-2783, by
downloading an order form from
www.staffordspeedway.com and
returning the form to the track of-
fice, or by paying for tickets online.  

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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