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So much for a
level playing field.

No matter how
many rules NASCAR
makes to expand the
field of possible race
winners, the more elite
teams like Penske
Racing and Joe Gibbs
Racing continue to pull
away from everyone
else.

A n d
thereʼs no rea-

son to believe either are
going to slow down.

Brad Keselowski won
Sundayʼs race at the Mar-
tinsville Speedway. No, he
ran away with it by leading
446 of 500 laps. Not even
the World Famous Mar-
tinsville Hot Dog could dis-
tract from that kind of dominant
performance which was impressive
from the driver and mechanical
side, but certainly not something
that was entertaining to watch.

Six races into the new season
have produced four different win-
ners, and all work for either Joe
Gibbs or Roger Penske. Teams
representing Gibbsʼ Toyotas and
Penskeʼs Fords already have com-
bined for 19 top-five finishes this
year and theyʼve collectively led
1,221 of 1,811 laps. The victory
count currently is tied 3-all between
the two teams with Keselowski
(Penske) and Kyle Busch (JGR)
each winning twice and Denny
Hamlin (JGR) and Joey Logano
(Penske) each winning once.

Since NASCAR canʼt create
rules that specifically slow some
teams down while accelerating the
progress of others, thereʼs no rea-
son to think it will change.

“Well, I think the results for the
first six races demonstrate that,”
said Penske executive vice presi-
dent Walter Czarnecki. “But I still
believe that we're going to see the
gap close between ourselves,
Gibbs and the other teams as the
season goes on.”

Chase Elliott managed to lead
49 laps shortly after mid-race, but
he just didnʼt have that little extra
like the Gibbs and Penske cars. His
second-place finish was his third
top-five of the early season. In fact,
no other Chevrolet driver has fin-
ished in the top five this year.

Penske drivers and Busch are
enjoying their fast starts, but both
know such control generally does-

nʼt last very long.
“I would expect everybody to

continue to put improvements in
their car and get better,” Busch
said. “Itʼs just the amount, the size
of the improvements and what they
gain out of what theyʼre able to
change and how much improve-
ment that they get to whether or not
you kind of jump ahead, or whether
you just get back equal and then
the guys that are fast get another

upgrade and then theyʼre
back ahead a little bit. You
play this see-saw moment
all lifelong in this sport. We
even see it on the engine
side as well, too. Theyʼre
like oh man, we made
some gains on them and
then they go and stretch it
back out and youʼre like
oh, that just kind of de-

feats everything that you just
worked for, but youʼve got to keep
working.”

Nobody knew how NASCARʼs
sweeping rule changes would play
out, especially since there are a va-
riety of aerodynamic and horse-
power packages that were created
to fit particular tracks. Ford teams
also had the uncertainty of rolling
out the new Mustang. Penske
clearly has the Mustang figured
out. Everyone else is still trying to
find some answers.

“I think that we're still very early
in the season with brand new rules,
brand new tech officials,” Ke-
selowski said. “I don't think we'll
see the field really settle in until
about Kansas [on May 11]. I think I
said that at the start of the year,
and I'm holding firm with that.

“But that doesn't mean I'm com-
plaining about our success. It's
good. It's just good.”

That doesnʼt mean itʼs been
good for business. Martinsvilleʼs
flat, half-mile layout eliminates the
need for aerodynamics. But the
new rules package, especially a
significantly taller rear spoiler, cre-
ates a lot of turbulence in traffic.
Catching a car, even one from
Gibbs or Penske, wasnʼt difficult.
Passing it, however, was.

“It just seems like everybodyʼs
really even now,” Elliott said. “Like
those top handful of cars, you have
your car balance pretty close and
itʼs just hard to be different. I felt like
that made it really tough.”

“Itʼs like once you get close,
thatʼs it,” Busch said. “You canʼt do
any more. It was tougher [Sunday],

for sure, than usual.”
So tough, there were only three

lead changes. Beating and banging
was replaced with slipping and slid-
ing. A place known for its bump-
and-run passes – remember Joey
Logano drop-kicking Martin Truex
Jr. last year? – was replaced by an
afternoon of follow-the-leader.

NASCAR must keep searching
for ways to make the racing better.
While itʼs still too early to call the
new set of rules a bust, early re-
sults suggest they've narrowed the
field of likely winners. And more im-
portantly, they havenʼt created a
level playing field as intended.
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A Need to Level the
Playing Field

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World of Outlaws 11-12
Monster Energy Cup 5 ASCS 13
NGOTS 6 Southern All-Stars 14
NASCAR Touring 8 Midwest Sprint Cars 14
CARS Tour 9 OnTrack 15-18
P.A.S.S. 9 ShorTrack 19-21
ARCA/CRA 10

ON THE COVER:
DAVID GRIFFIN

Letʼs Go Racing!

Try as he might, Chase Elliott (9) could not get the pass on race
winner Brad Keselowski (2) at Martinsville Speedway Sunday af-
ternoon. (NIGLE KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



If you know me at
all, you know that I
love short track racing.
Ever since I was
“knee-high to a
grasshopper”, I have
enjoyed going to a
short track to watch
stock car racing.

I know that Iʼve
written about it before,
but every time I go to
my home track, Hick-
ory Motor Speedway,
the memories of my
youth seem to surface.

I must admit, my first visits to Hick-
ory came when it was a dirt track.
Yes, I know, that was years and
years ago, but thatʼs
why the story is so
meaningful.

In those early days
of racing at Hickory, the
brotherhood men of
several local churches
worked various jobs at
the track to earn money
for their respective or-
ganization. My grandfa-
therʼs job was to work
the fourth turn gate behind the
grandstand. He would open the
gate to let the ice truck, bread truck,
and other service vehicle in to de-
liver their products to the conces-
sion stands. My grandmother
would take me to the races, pack
us several sandwiches and snacks,
a pitcher of sweet tea, and weʼd sit
in the fourth turn and enjoy an
evening of racing.

While the on-track racing was
exciting, watching the “entertain-
ment” in the stands and in the trees
outside the fourth turn fence pro-
vided more than one memorable
evening. The occasional disagree-
ment among fans cheering for their
favorite driver, plus the “always ex-
citing” men watching the racing ac-
tion from high in the trees, made
each and every Saturday night at
Hickory Motor Speedway a real
treat.

Last Saturday night, the CARS
Tour made their first of several
stops at HMS for the 2019 season.
The CARS Tour , developed in
2014, is one of the premiere re-
gional short track series in the
country. The tour features both Late
Model Stock Cars and Super Late
Models for a truly entertaining and
competitive doubleheader. And,
just as those early days of racing at
HMS that I enjoyed as a kid, the
CARS Tour has a unique mix of
young, talented, up-and-coming

racers combined with seasoned
veterans who have made a living
on the short tracks of the South-
east. Last Saturday night 
was no exception.

Two super competitive field of
cars battled on the .363-mile Hick-
ory track for 150 laps each. And,
while the competition on the track
was expected, the results may not
have been.

The Late Model Stock Car was
filled with a number of drivers and
teams capable of winning at the
historic short track.  Previous
CARS Tour LMSC winners at Hick-
ory included Josh Berry, Bobby Mc-
Carty, Justin Carroll, and Deac
McCaskill raced against talented

challengers Tommy
Lemons Jr., Ty Gibbs,
Layne Riggs, Brandon
Pierce, Bradley Mc-
Caskill and others.

However, when
the checkered flag
waved, it was a 14-year
old racer who captured
the victory. Taylor Gray
drove a terrific race,
passed Late Model star

Tommy Lemons Jr. with fifteen laps
to go to earn the victory in only his
second CARS Tour race. Gray, who
competed at Hickory in the Limited
Late Model division in 2018 for Lee
Faulk Racing, made the move to
David Gilliland Racing – Crosley
this season.

Gray had to beat the challenges
of Lemons Jr., Berry, and McCarty
during the final stages, but showed
that he is a very talented, up-and-

coming star in this sport. And, I
must admit, when Gray climbed
from his winning car in victory lane,
he looked like one of the kids that I
stood in line behind at the conces-
sion stand. But, you can bet that Iʼll
recognize this young man the next
time I see him at a short track.

The always popular Super Late
Model portion of the doubleheader
provided the fans who braved the
cold evening with an exciting 150
laps as well. Previous Super Late
Model winners of CARS events at
Hickory included in the field were
Tate Fogleman, Matt Craig, and
local favorite Brandon Setzer. Also,
multiple Hickory race winner Josh
Berry and veteran short track ace
Bubba Pollard highlighted the com-
petitive field.

As you would expect, the SLM
race was fierce from start to finish.
Pollard and Setzer gave the fans
everything they asked for during
the final laps with the veteran short
track racer Bubba Pollard emerging
as the victor. Pollard is now two-for-
two in CARS Tour SLM events in
2019 after winning the season-
opener at Southern National Mo-
torsports Park earlier this month.

Several times during the after-
noon and evening, I would reflect
on past memories of Hickory Motor
Speedway as they relate to current
“feature” events at the track.

The track and the CARS Tour al-
ways provides their fans with a
complete family experience. From
the on-track autograph session
with the drivers and the opportunity
to meet their favorite driver and get
“up close” to the cars and stars of
the evening, to the exciting racing
and victory lane celebrations, this

touring series is well worth the ad-
mission price.

As I walked through the cars on
the track during the autograph ses-
sion, I saw young boys and girls
with their parents getting auto-
graphs and having their pictures
made beside their favorite car. Of-
tentimes, the parents would carry
the autograph cards collected by
their children while the youngsters
enjoyed the “up close and per-
sonal” opportunity on the track.
Yes, it brought back very vivid
memories of me as a youngster
doing the exact same thing. I only
wish that I still had all the photos I
had with many drivers who turned
out to be Hall of Fame members.

Even in the grandstands during
the actual racing action, I saw more
than a few children reading the
back of those treasured hero cards
while watching their favorites com-
pete. I can only hope that these
young fans appreciated the young
talent and the veteran stars that
they had the opportunity to meet on
Saturday night. Thereʼs no doubt in
my mind that I got to watch many of
the future stars 
in our sport race last weekend. Just
like I did as a young boy years ago
watching Junior Johnson, Richard
Petty, Ned Jarrett, David Pearson,
Bobby Isaac, and many others
compete on the famous short track
at Hickory.

Hickory Motor Speedway has
been called “The Birthplace of
NASCAR Stars” and “Americaʼs
Most Famous Short Track”.
Through the years, those titles
have been proven true. And, so
have the memories for many loyal
race fans.
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DENNIS PUNCH

The CARSTour drivers meet the fans at an autograph session prior to the race. (SHERRI STEARNS
photo)





MARTINSVILLE,
VA - Brad Keselowski
led 446 of 500 laps in
winning Sundayʼs STP
500 at Martinsville
Speedway.

An easy victory,
right?

Well, not exactly.
After Keselowskiʼs pit
crew put him in the

lead for a restart on Lap 380, the
driver of the No. 2 Team Penske
Ford spent the rest of the race
fending off a determined charge
from Chase Elliott.

Ultimately, Keselowski got to the
finish line .594 seconds ahead of
Elliott and 1.335 seconds in front of
Kyle Busch, who was attempting to
win his third straight Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series race in
his 1,000th national series start.
But it wasn't easy, as both Elliott
and Busch were close enough to
capitalize on even the smallest po-
tential mistake.

The victory was Keselowskiʼs
second of the season, second at
Martinsville and the 29th of his
Cup. It was also Team Penskeʼs
third triumph of the season in six
races, equaling the total of Joe
Gibbs Racing and the third Cup win
for the Ford Mustang, which de-

buted in the series this year.
“The car was really good,” Ke-

selowski said. “This Ford Mus-
tang… Ford worked really hard in
the offseason to build these cars
and make them real strong, and so
far, so good. Just a great day for
our team.  

“Awesome execution on pit
road, and big credit to (engine
builder) Doug Yates and all the en-
gine stuff. Those guys worked re-
ally hard. But just one of those days
you dream of as a race car driver
where you've got a great car.”

Before Keselowski could claim
the grandfather clock trophy that
goes to the winner, he had to go to
school. Elliottʼs No. 9 Hendrick Mo-
torsports Chevrolet was a superior
short-run car, enabling Elliott to
pass Keselowski for the lead on
Lap 325, five laps after a restart ne-
cessitated by a caution for William
Byronʼs spin in Turn 4.

Keselowski followed Elliott for 48
green-flag laps—until Matt Tifft
spun in Turn 2 on Lap 372—and
learned a valuable lesson. 

“I don't know if we were as good
as the 9 car, Chase Elliott,” Ke-
selowski said. “He was really
strong, but he passed me there
with about 200 to go, and I watched
him and studied him and kind of

broke it down and knew what I had
to do to hold him off with that fast
of a car.

“And we were able to pull it off
that last run.”

Busch was hounding Elliott as
fiercely as Elliott was dogging Ke-
selowski, but when Busch was held
up in traffic in the late going, Elliott
began experimenting with a higher
line in the corners. 

“I felt like we were about as even
with him as we could be,” Elliott
said. 

“There was a little… I felt like
when he did get the lead, there was
a little advantage to being out front,
being able to work traffic your way
and kind of play off it and whatnot.

“But, yeah, I tried to move up
there at the end, and I don't know if
I could have got to him. Maybe if I
moved up a little sooner. But I tried
to get to him there in (Turn) 3 (on

the final lap). I was pretty well con-
tent on moving him out of the way.
But maybe next time.”

Ryan Blaney finished fourth, fol-
lowed by Denny Hamlin, who re-
covered from a penalty for an
uncontrolled tire. Kevin Harvick
was sixth, Clint Bowyer came
home seventh, despite being sent
to the rear twice for speeding on pit
road. Martin Truex Jr., Aric Almirola
and Daniel Suarez completed the
top 10.

NOTES: Elliottʼs No. 9 Camaro
was the only Chevrolet in the top
10 at the end of Sundayʼs race…
All four Stewart-Haas Racing driv-
ers—Harvick, Bowyer, Almirola and
Suarez—finished in the top 10…
With Keselowski leading 446 laps,
there were four lead changes
among three drivers. Pole winner
Joey Logano led the first five laps
but faded to 19th at the finish.
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Brad Keselowski Holds

Off Chase Elliott for
Martinsville Victory

Race winner Brad Keselowski (2) domi-
nated the STP 500 at Martinsville Speed-
way but had to battle Chase Elliott (9) at
the end of the race to secure the victory.
(DAVID GRIFFIN photo)

Brad Keselowski shares victory 
lane with wife Paige and 

daughter Scarlett. 
(DAVID GRIFFIN photo)



MARTINSVILLE,
VA - A week after lock-
ing up his 200th
NASCAR national se-
ries victory at Auto
Club Speedway in
Fontana, Calif., Kyle
Busch took the first
step toward the next
century mark.

Holding off chal-
lenges from Ross Chastain and
runner-up Ben Rhodes, Busch sur-
vived a late restart in winning Sat-

urdayʼs TruNorth Global 250
NASCAR Gander Outdoors Truck
Series race at Martinsville Speed-
way.

The race ended under a last-lap
caution, after Reid Wilsonʼs No. 44
Chevrolet spun in Turn 4 and
nosed toward the inside wall.
Rhodes was running second when

the yellow flag waved, with reigning
series champion Brett Moffitt third
and Chastain fourth.

The victory was Buschʼs second
at the .526-mile short track in his
own Kyle Busch Motorsports Toy-
ota. 

Busch has won each of his three
starts this season and now has 54
victories in Trucks, extending his
series record.

“These guys worked really, really
hard this weekend,” Busch said of
crew chief Rudy Fugle and the No.

51 team. “We unloaded, and I did-
nʼt like where we were at. We made
wholesale changes to this thing all
weekend long and just tried to keep
improving this Cessna Beechcraft
Tundra and make it faster…

“All these guys kept trying to
make it turn the center (of the cor-
ner) better. At Martinsville, you

have to turn the center without get-
ting too loose in or too loose off…
And we had enough tire at the end
to hold them all off.”

Busch led 174 of the 250 laps,
including the final 66. He passed
Chastain for the top spot on Lap
185 and held it the rest of the way
through four subsequent cautions
before the final restart with three
circuits remaining.

“Today we just kind of let the
race play out and come to us,”
Busch said. 

Rhodes had a second-place car
but not a race winner—and he
knew it.

“It was a good day at Mar-
tinsville,” Rhodes conceded. “It was
the best finish Iʼve had here yet. I
was surprised—qualifying 16th. We

had a fast Ford F150, but we just
needed a little more. We got beat
by the best in the business. He
knows what heʼs doing here.

“It was fun following him and
seeing how he was pacing himself.
Thatʼs something Iʼve struggled
with in the past… Anytime you
restart next to that guy, I try to log it
in my memory banks so I can just
try and get him next time.”

Pole winner Stewart Friesen fin-
ished fifth after leading 19 laps,
third most behind Busch and Chas-
tain (53). Myatt Snider, Grant En-
finger, Matt Crafton, Johnny Sauter
and Bubba Wallace completed the
top 10. 

French Canadian driver Raphael
Lessard finished 14th in his first
start in the Truck Series.
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Kyle Busch Keeps

Rolling with Truck Win
at Martinsville

The Kyle Busch Motorsports team share the victory with
driver/owner Kyle Busch at Martinsville Speedwayʼs victory lane
Friday after the TruNorth Global 250 NASCAR Gander Truck Series
race. (DAVID GRIFFIN photoi)

Kyle Busch (51) takes the
checkered flag in ront of Ben
Rhodes in the TruNorth Global
250. (NIGEL KINRADE PHO-
TOGRAPHY photo)



PARTIAL SALE LISTING 
Driveshafts, coil springs, windshields, DeWalt tools, parts trays,
catch cans, 9" r/e housings, dry brakes, sway bars, radiators, oil
coolers, LS1 heads, LS block, axles, coil spring hardware, 9" pig,
ring & pinions, firebottles, tachs, in-line filters, batteries, ext cords,
headers, brake hats, rotors, overflow tanks, duct hose, brake blow-
ers, alum seats, halos, pit fan, spindles, sway bar arms, seat
brackets, dry sump oil tanks, seat hdw, boom tubes, fuel cell cans,
fuel cell bladders, shocks, gauge panels, flywheels, new Carrillo
rods, battery cables, hotbox assemblies, radio equip, fuel pumps,
upper & lower a's, roller lifters, racing collectibles, pitbox seats,
straps, tripods, chemicals, electrical connectors, pit helmets,
cooler, air hose, air filters, c/f air box, teathers, lead, Accel Super-
coils, fuel jugs, truck arms, axle caps, drive plates, pit helmet 

PARTIAL SALE LISTING - EQUIPMENT/DESK 
EZ-Up tents, floor jack's, 100,000 BTU heater, Lincoln welders, In-
tercomp scales, truck toolbox, office desk, Intercomp lap timers,
parts carts, cooler, radio hdw, hose reel, pitbox, shop lights, tool-
box, radio chargers, red rolling table, r/e rack, paper taper 

PARTIAL LISTING - CARS
(2) Chassis, 1 rear clip, (7) Cars – body and chassis

TERMS OF SALE: Terms of sale is cash, cashier checks, money
orders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or Mastercard. Business or Per-
sonal Checks must be accompanied by a Bank Letter of Credit
submitted to cashier on Sale Days. There will be a 15% buyerʼs
premium charged on each lot number sold, with a 5% discount
given for cash. Driver's license or picture identification is required
to register. All items sold “As Is, Where Is” with no guarantees or
warranty expressed or implied. Buyers must settle and remove all
items at the end of each sale day. Announcements sale day take
precedence over any printed matter 

Visit our website for additional info: 

www.mcsauctions.com

Maria Vannice, Auctioneer  Danny Irvin, Auctioneer   
NCAL #8595    IN AU10800010 NCAL #8657    IN AU10800039

Firm License #8623

P U B L I C   A U C T I O NP U B L I C   A U C T I O N
OVER STOCK -VENTURINI MOTORSPORTS   OVER STOCK -VENTURINI MOTORSPORTS   
Thursday, March 28 and Friday, March 29, 2019

Doors Open at 8:00 AM each day - Sale Starts at 9:30 AM each day  
SALE LOCATION:: 571 Pitts School Road, Concord, NC  28027; Head north on I-85 N, Use the right 2 lanes to take exit 52 to merge onto
Poplar Tent Rd; turn right onto Pitts School Rd NW; Watch for Auction Signs 



Though they are
just six races in, the
combination between
Jimmy Blewett and
Gershow Motorsports
seems to be paying
dividends for both
sides.

Blewett, a veteran
of racing on the
NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour, teamed
with the Gershow

team over the offseason. Joe
Bertuccio — another modified vet-
eran that is well known in the
garage area — is the owner of the
team.

And after a rapid seven races in
the first month and a half, the team
is finding success at the front of the
field and coming up just short of
winning. Itʼs been what they had
hoped the partnership would be.

“We are off to a great start,”
Blewett said. “Everyone is getting
along really well. We were going to
take this one race at a time and if it
worked out, it worked out. If it did-
nʼt, we werenʼt going to lose a
friendship over it. At the rate we are
going, I think we will be together as
long as Joe wants to race to-
gether.”

They started their season in
February, in Florida, before moving
up the East Coast to South Car-
olina and North Carolina in March.
Blewett competed in the 53rd an-
nual World Series of Asphalt Stock
Car Racing at New Smyrna Speed-
way for the entire tour type Modi-
fied slate and came away from the
week finishing third in the champi-
onship standings.

Although they didnʼt win, they
built a notebook of adjustments and
developed crucial chemistry they
were able to carry with them into
the NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour opener.

Saturday, Blewett opened his
tenure with the Gershow Motor-
sports team in Whelen Modified
Tour action with a third-place effort
in the Performance Plus 150 pre-
sented by Safety Kleen at Myrtle
Beach Speedway in South Car-
olina. The team went to Caraway
Speedway in North Carolina with
Blewettʼs family-owned car for an-
other Modified event on Sunday,
where Blewett was leading the race
before a transmission failed.

“We are going to go racing,”
Blewett said of the plans. “You will

probably see us at all of the races.
Joe said letʼs get through the first
few races together. We said we
were going to do Speedweeks and
if we did well, we were going to go
Tour racing, and we ran really well
at New Smyrna. We jelled good.”

And even though the records
show the success they are having
on the track, and Blewett feels like
they are hitting on nearly all cylin-
ders, Saturday at Myrtle Beach al-
most didnʼt develop into what it did.
On Friday night, it was looking like
Blewett wouldnʼt have some of his
team leaders in attendance at Myr-
tle Beach.

Blewettʼs veteran crew chief,
Stash Botoua, and some additional
team members, were scheduled on
a flight from New York to South
Carolina late in the day, but the
flight was delayed. Just a few hours
later, the flight was completed can-
celed — which meant the group
was boxed into a corner with lim-
ited options.

Skip the season opener, or wait
until the early morning and hope a
flight was able to take off?

Neither.
Grab a rental car and begin the

drive south, which was approxi-
mately 10 hours.

Blewettʼs Whelen Modified Tour
history includes six victories, with
the most recent of them coming
while driving Bob Garbarinoʼs
famed ʻMystic Missileʼ in 2016.
Over the last two years, Blewett ran
a partial schedule with his family-
owned operation while he focused
on running for weekly Modified
championships at Wall Stadium in
New Jersey.

Right now, it looks like he could
be on pace to chase his first Tour
title. At Myrtle Beach, in ʻShowtimeʼ
fashion, Blewett blasted through
the field on fresh rubber on a few
different occasions — splitting driv-
ers three-wide in hopes of making it
to the front.

“This one wasnʼt a win, but it
was a win, because those guys had
to run through the night to get here.
My hats are off to them,” Blewett
said Saturday.

Just a few minutes after the race
the team found a wire loose on the
alternator, which Blewett felt defi-
nitely hurt his chances. He was up
to second just under 15 laps to go
and was running lap times a tick
faster than eventual winner Doug
Coby, before he started losing

power because of a dying battery.
But, taking the third-place finish

and putting together the battles
they have been through so far, in-
cluding the fight for his crew to
even attend the race on Saturday
driving through the night, Blewett
can taste Victory Lane.

“We are pretty darn close,”
Blewett said of the team. “We are
very, very close. My crew chief, car
chief and I, it takes a team effort,
but we are all on the same page
when it comes down to making the
adjustments. Their setup is com-
pletely different than anything I
have ever run, but, the route that I
tell them that I feel like we need to
go and what they are going to go,
itʼs the same route I have been
thinking in my mind. When you
have that, itʼs special. Theyʼve had
fast cars, but havenʼt been able to
seal the deal and finish it off like we
are now. We need to just keep the
momentum up and keep working
on it. I feel this is the team I need
to be with to win races.”

Brittney Zamora
Ready To Kick Rookie
K&N Campaign Into

High Gear
Only two races into her K&N Pro

Series career, Brittney Zamora is
already hungry for more.

The 2019 Sunoco Rookie of the
Year contender, 2018 Wendell
Scott Trailblazer Award winner, and
fresh off her second consecutive
Northwest Super Late Model Se-
ries title in 2018, Zamora is eager
to get back behind the wheel of her
No. 99 Bill McAnally Racing ma-
chine.

All things considered, she thinks
her first two races at New Smyrna
Speedway (15th) and the Las
Vegas Motor Speedway Dirt Track
(11th) have gone as expected.

“Iʼm a rookie in the K&N Pro Se-
ries, but not to racing stock cars,”
Zamora said. “I have that experi-
ence to take with me and use at
every level since Iʼve progressed.
From super late models on up.
That definitely helps me and Iʼm
comfortable in the cars.”

Comfort comes with time,
though. And her experience at
LVMS was anything but. Ahead of
her first foray into the dirt racing
realm, the Kennewick, Washington,
native aimed to gain any experi-
ence on dirt before the Star Nurs-
ery 100. Unfortunately, things didnʼt
materialize and she entered the
Wednesday afternoon optional
practice session with zero experi-
ence on dirt.

“New team, new car, new track,

a whole bunch of new that I had to
soak up like a sponge,” she said.

Her goal was to survive, and
thatʼs exactly what she did. An
11th-place result isnʼt something
thatʼll catch your eye on the box
score, but she got through it and
the two-race stretch to open up her
K&N Pro Series career.

This past week, Bill McAnally
Racing tested at Irwindale Speed-
way, home of the next K&N Pro Se-
ries West event on the schedule in
two weeks. Having raced there last
September in a SLM along with the
test, Zamora has learned to love to
driving style it takes to get around
what she calls a “unique” track.

“Iʼm excited to be back on as-
phalt,” she said with a laugh. “We
tested there and things went really
well. All of us were within two
tenths of each other. To have three
drivers that close is a good starting
spot. Heading into (the race week-
end), having that experience be-
hind us will help us immensely. We
got a few quirks out of the way and
now we can focus on what matters.
I think weʼre going to be a team you
need to watch out for sure.”

With all the opportunities
Zamora has been afforded the last
few months, itʼs tough to believe
she was a relatively unknown driver
to Toyota Racing Development and
BMR a mere four months ago. At
the Toyota Combine last August,
she impressed enough to be invited
to a K&N Combine with BMR and
obviously did well.

Although the progression has
been quick to put it lightly, driver
No. 99 is eager to take the training
wheels off, so to speak, and dive
into the rest of the season. Itʼs been
in her blood her entire life.

The second-generation driverʼs
first trip to the track when she was
four days old. Racing is all sheʼs
ever known.

The second she strapped into a
go-kart at age 4, she knew follow-
ing in her father Mikeʼs footsteps
was going to be something that
needed to be done.

The only difference is the age.
He was 20 when he even thought
of getting started in racing. Brittney
is 19 and already deep into the
stock car world. Super late models
is what sheʼs known, but these full-
bodied, heavier K&N Pro Series
stock cars are a whole different an-
imal.

The Irwindale 150 will take place
on Saturday, March 30 at 7 p.m.
(approx.) with the race being
streamed live on FansChoice.TV.
This will mark the first time the se-
ries visits the Southern California
half-mile since 2017.
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HICKORY, NC - A
successful second
race of the CARS
TOUR season it was
for Taylor Gray and
Bubba Pollard on Sat-
urday night at Hickory
Motor Speedway.
Wins did not come
easy for either one of
them. Both races were
aggressive and put on
quite a show for our
fans.

LATE MODEL STOCK RECAP:
The 07 of Bradley McCaskill started
strong at the beginning of the race,
leading 43 laps. A caution will lead
the 74 of Ronald Hill into the pits.
Luck was not on Hillʼs side all
weekend long, and the bad luck
streak hit yet again early in the
race.

Back to green, Taylor Gray takes
the lead. Although not long after
that we would be back under cau-
tion due to the aggressive 18 car of
Ty Gibbs getting into the 77 of
Trevor Ward. Gibbs received a one
lap penalty and was sent to the
rear.

Once again, barely making it to
lap 52 we see another caution
thrown. This wreck caused damage
to the 99 of Layne Riggs. As if the
race wasnʼt interesting enough, we
get a dose of irony. The tow truck
needed a tow truck! As we get back
under green, Gray will continue
leading. McCaskill has dropped
back to 6th place after a strong
lead early in the race.

Mini Tyrrell and Leland Honey-
man Jr, both running for rookie of
the year, battle it out in the back.
Caution after caution, we see these
competitors are hungry for a win.
Their aggressive racing came to an
end when the red flag was thrown
with only 23 laps to go. A pile up in-
cluding Lemke, Matthews, and
Hefner. After a long hard battle for
everyone all day long, Taylor Gray
finally brings home the checkered
flag at lap 150 holding off Lemons
and Berry.

SUPER LATE MODEL RECAP:
Kodie Connor scored the Pole
Award here at the MTP Tire 300 at
Hickory Motor Speedway. Kodie
has been fighting sickness all
weekend long, but he managed to
grab the pole and kick off the race.
Bubba Pollard who entered the

race on race day will start in the
third position. Josh Berry will pull a
double duty at Hickory this week-
end. After completing the Late
Model Stocks in his 88, he com-
pleted the Super Late Model race
in the 97. We saw Wyatt Alexander
started of the race strong as he led.

The lead was taken from him by
Setzer, who is very strong at this
race track.

After the first 40 laps we see the
supers start to get just as aggres-
sive at the late model stocks. Dam-
age to Hollis, Pope, and Bayne
after a spin on the front stretch.
Berry and Setzer battled for the
lead with 40 laps remaining, but
Berry spins in turn 4 causing him to
lose the lead. Helmuth was disap-
pointed with how Wyatt Alexander
got into her and damaged her car.
The 96 of Alexander was sent to
the rear for his actions.

Pollard scores his second vic-
tory in a row with the CARS Tour
Super Late Models. Pollard
showed up to the race track on Sat-
urday and entered the race. After
the spur of the moment decision,
he comes home with the victory.
Weʼve learned early that Pollard
will be a tough one to beat this sea-
son. However, the talent weʼve
seen in the field wonʼt be letting him
take the checkered easily.
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NAPLES, ME - In
just over a week, short
track racers from
across North America
will converge on Rich-
mond Raceway for the
inaugural PASS Com-
monwealth Clas-
sic.  While a lot of the
focus will be on the
Pro All Stars Series

(PASS) Super Late Models as they
kick off the 2019 PASS National
Championship season, that will be
just a fraction of the nearly 400 laps
of action fans will be able to see at
Richmond next Saturday after-

noon.  In addition to the PASS
Super Late Models, 40 ACT Late
Models are currently entered, along
with the return of the Tour-Type
Modifieds to Richmond, and first-
time trips for the MASS Street
Stocks and NEMST Mini Stocks.

As of today, 50 Mini Stocks from
up and down the Eastern Seaboard
are set to try and qualify for their
$1,000 to win, 25-lap race.  And,
like the ACT Late Models, the Mini
Stocks will compete in heat races
to set the starting lineup for the
biggest field in NEMST his-
tory. While top southern runners
like AJ Sanders, Shane Canipe,

Michael Tucker, and Jesse Yopp
look to defend their home turf,
Rochester, NH's Josh Rheaume
will be leading a strong contingent
of New England 4-Cylinder racers.

"Being able to race at Rich-
mond, as a Mini Stock racer, is un-
real," says Rheaume.  "When the
news came out, we knew we had to
make it happen.  We are beyond
grateful for PASS stepping up to
put on the show, and NEMST for
working with them to allow us Mini
Stock racers from all over the coun-
try another 'once in a lifetime'
chance to race at a facility like
Richmond."

Like the Mini Stocks, a big field
of nearly 40 MASS Street Stockers
are currently entered for Richmond
and the chance to win $2,000 at the
end of their 40-lapper. Stantons-
burg, NC's Greg Barnette has won
numerous Street Stock races over
his career and multiple track cham-

pionships at Southern National and
on dirt at County Line Race-
way.  Since 2016, Barnette has
been a regular with the MASS
Street Stocks and is honored to
have the chance to compete at
Richmond Raceway.

"To come from such humble and
simple racing roots to racing at a
Cup track is unbelievable," says
Barnette, who will debut a new
body and paint scheme on the
BlackPearl Racing #8.

The PASS Commonwealth Clas-
sic weekend will begin on Thurs-
day, March 28 with optional hauler
parking and safety inspection from
12 - 4 PM.  On Friday, March 29,
rotating practice for all competing
divisions.  And then on Saturday,
March 30, pit gates at Richmond
Raceway will open at 7 AM, with
practice from 9 AM – 12 PM, quali-
fying at 1 PM, and racing set to
start at around 4 PM.

Taylor Gray battled all night for the win at Hickory Motor Speed-
way during the Late Model Stock portion of the CARS Tour event.
(Cars Tour photo)

Bubba Pollard takes the checkered flag at Hickory Motor Speed-
way for the Super Late Model portion of the CARS Tour event.
(Cars Tour photo)

P.A
.S.

S.

Grassroots Racers To
Share Spotlight at
Richmond's PASS
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Officials from the
ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by
JEGS, the CARS
Super Late Model
Tour and the Southern
Super Series Pre-
sented by Sunoco
have announced the
release of the on-line
entry form for the up-

coming North/South Super Late
Model Challenge 100 Presented by
Team Construction, which will take
place at the famed Fairgrounds
Speedway located in Nashville,
Tennessee on May 3rd & 4th. This
will be the fourth event that the
three template Super Late Model
Series have co-sanctioned to-
gether, the three series will also co-
sanction the Short Track U. S.
Nationals presented by Voreʼs
Welding at Bristol Motor Speedway
again this year on June 1st.  Don-
nie Wilson won the inaugural
North/South Super Late Model
Challenge 100 in 2016, while
Casey Roderick won the event in
2017 and again in 2018.

The North/South Super Late
Model Challenge 100 Presented by
Team Construction will consist of a
three-hour optional open practice
on Friday, May 3rd. There will be
another hour of practice on Satur-

day, May 4th, followed by qualify-
ing, a Last Chance race if needed,
and then the North/South Super
Late Model Challenge 100 Pre-
sented by Team Construction,
which will consist of a field of 32
cars that will pay $5000 to win and
a coveted Nashville Guitar Trophy
for the winner. The ARCA Menards
Series will also be in action on that
Saturday with a 200-lap event after
the North/South Super Late Model
Challenge 100.

Starting March 26th, the online
entry form for the North/South
Super Late Model Challenge 100
will be available at https://cars-
tour.wufoo.com/forms/z1b79iqi0j2f
gth/.

More information on the
ARCA/CRA Super Series is avail-
able at www.craracing.com. More
information on the CARS Super
Late Model Tour is available at
www.carstourracing.com. More in-
formation on the Southern Super
Series is available at www.south-
ernsuperseries.com. 

Track Enterprise has discount
presale tickets on sale for the
event. For event info or tickets, call
the Track Enterprise office phone at
615-470-5214 or 217-764-3200. To
order tickets online, visit: mar-
ket.myracepass.com/store/tick-
ets/?i=1167387&store=17617.

Schoenfeld Headers to
Support all Five CRA

Series in 2019
SALEM, IN - Officials from

Champion Racing Association
Powered by JEGS have an-
nounced that Schoenfeld Headers
as agreed to continue to be a mar-
keting partner with CRA and will
support the racers in each CRA Se-
ries in 2019, including the
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS, the JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Presented by Chevrolet Per-
formance, the Voreʼs Welding CRA
Late Model Sportsman Powered by
JEGS , the Van Hoy Oil CRA Street
Stocks Powered by JEGS and the
new for 2019 Victory Custom Trail-
ers CRA Junior Late Models.

“We greatly appreciate Schoen-
feld Headers coming back on
board to support all five CRA Se-
ries in 2019,” remarked Glenn
Luckett, Managing Partner of
Champion Racing Association. “It
has always been a pleasure to
work with everyone at Schoenfeld
Headers, they have a great product
that has proven itself in all forms of
racing!”

Schoenfeld Headers will award
the second-place finisher at each
ARCA/CRA Super Series,
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour and
Voreʼs Welding CRA Late Model
Sportsman event with a $75 Prod-
uct Certificate and the eighth-place
finisher at each series event with a
$50 Product Certificate.

Schoenfeld Headers will award
the second-place finisher at each
Van Hoy Oil CRA Street Stocks

event with a $50 Product Certificate
and the eighth-place finisher with a
$25 Product Certificate.

Schoenfeld Headers will award
the second-place finisher at each
Victory Custom Trailers CRA Jun-
ior Late Models event with $75
Product Certificate and a $100
Product Certificate to the driver ad-
vancing the most positions in the
series Season Championship
event at Fairgrounds Speedway
Nashville on November 2nd.

In addition, Schoenfeld Head-
ers will award a set of headers by
random draw of the top 10 in final
points for the top four CRA series
at the 2019 CRA Awards Banquet.
The will also award a complete
header and exhaust kit by random
draw of the top ten in final points
with the Victory Custom Trailers
CRA Junior Late Models at their
2019 Awards Banquet.

Founded in 1974 by Don
Schoenfeld, which it is still a family
owned business, Schoenfeld
Headers is the worldʼs largest man-
ufacturer of circle-track headers,
they specialize in a variety of high-
quality exhaust parts, including
turn-downs, extensions, tubing
bends and elbows, race mufflers,
insert mufflers, mandrel bends, ex-
haust reducers, header gaskets,
and more. Schoenfeld Headers is
based in Van Buren, Arkansas.
They make exhaust applications for
anything with an engine.  Additional
information is available
at www.schoenfeldheaders.com.

More information on all the CRA
Series is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com.
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Super Late Model Challenge

100 in Nashville to be
Released Tuesday



MARYVILLE, TN -
Series Announcer
Rick Eshelman called
his name for the re-
draw, and the packed
grandstands on Satur-
day night at Smoky
Mountain Speedway
emitted the loudest
roar of applause heard
at the track in a long
time. Jimmy Owens
was most definitely

among the core of his large home-
state Tennessee fanbase, and he
cashed in big, winning the 13th
World of Outlaws Morton Buildings
Late Model Series Feature of his
career and first since June 2 of last
year.

“Itʼs awesome,” said an elated
Owens, who hails from nearby
Newport, TN. “When you come
home and hear all your people
cheering for you in your home
state, itʼs really humbling. It never
gets old.”

Owens was almost flawless the
entire night, laying down a solid
qualifying lap, winning his Drydene
Heat Race and redrawing the out-
side pole. The only man standing in
his way in the Morton Buildings
Feature was the man gunning for a
record-tying six wins in-a-row,
Brandon Sheppard.

Right from the drop of the green,
Owens took command, hugging
the low line and gradually pulling
away from Darrell Lanigan and
Sheppard. It was Laniganʼs six-
race win streak Sheppard was try-
ing to tie on Saturday night, and it
was lap 17 when Sheppard made
his move underneath Lanigan to
steal second and start running
down Owens. Sheppard closed the
gap in under five laps and immedi-
ately showed Owens just how
close he was, getting under the #20
several times before a number of
yellow flags restacked the field.

While Sheppard was so strong
on the low side, Owens was able to
hold him off racing one groove
higher. Owens consistently hit his
marks to lead all 60 laps en route
to a $12,000 prize in the 6th annual
Tennessee Tip-off. It wasnʼt easy,
as he was under attack and forced
to defend his lead almost the entire
race.

“It got a little bit more bottomed-
out than what we like to see,”
Owens said. “But in the end, it was
just a pretty good run all night long.”

Sheppard tried all three lanes to
make a pass, but his efforts went
unrewarded. However, that doesnʼt
mean Owens didnʼt feel the pres-
sure.

“I could hear him under me and
behind me,” Owens said. “I just
knew it was going to take a real
good car to get around us on the
outside because it wasnʼt really
rubbered-up or anything like that, I
was just riding around the bottom
and that just seemed to be the bet-
ter line to go.”

Despite Sheppardʼs best efforts
to keep the win streak alive, it just
wasnʼt in the cards for the Rocket1
Racing team. He did all he could
with the great car he had, and
holds his head high, despite falling
just one race short of Laniganʼs win
streak record.

“We had a really good racecar,”
Sheppard said. “Weʼre definitely re-
ally happy to be in second and for-
tunate to keep this thing up front.
The teamʼs working hard and
everythingʼs clicking right now,
weʼre definitely not disappointed
with a second-place run.”

Sheppard also acknowledged
the fast bottom lane, but moved up
for a few laps at one point to try and
get around the leader on the top
side. Owens is from around these
parts, however; perhaps that
home-track experience played the
biggest factor in his successful de-
fense of the lead.

“You could run kind of wherever
you wanted to on the racetrack, but
there werenʼt any lines that were
faster than the others, unless the
guy in front of you messed up,”
Sheppard said. “This is Jimmyʼs
home turf, so itʼs not like heʼs going
to mess up here.”

On the flip side, the next race on
the World of Outlaws tour is the
Illini 100 on April 5 and 6 at Farmer
City Raceway in Illinois, which is
Sheppardʼs home turf. With his mo-
mentum built up through the first
eight Series races, Sheppard looks
to use that home-field advantage to
start a new win streak in his pursuit
of a third Illini 100 title.

“[Famer City] is my home track
and all my family and friends are
going to be there,” Sheppard said.
“[The Illini 100] is one I really look
forward to so hopefully the
weatherʼs nice. Weʼve got a really
fast racecar right now, so that
makes going to my home track
even more exciting.”

Rookie of the Year contender
Ricky Weiss wrapped up his stellar
weekend in Tennessee, finishing
third on Saturday after a fourth-
place effort in Fridayʼs show at
Duck River Raceway Park. Once
again, he increases his Rookie
points lead over Kyle Hardy, and
now sits sixth in overall champi-
onship points.

Weiss came charging from his
ninth-place starting spot, and
seemed to be getting faster as the
race went on, making a lap-41 pass
around Chris Madden for fourth
and taking third from Lanigan just
two laps later.

“We got down to the bottom, got
back to where we started and got
rolling,” Weiss said. “The longer the
race went on, the better we were.
Typically, that suits my driving style,
suits the car and we came out of
there in one piece.”

While still searching for his first
win on the tour, this was the Head-
ingley, Manitoba, Canada-nativeʼs
best finish with the World of Out-
laws since 2007 at Tazewell – a
third-place run there as well. The
Sweet-Bloomquist Chassis hot
shoe certainly is turning some
heads in the Dirt Late Model world.

“We were hoping to open some
eyes and pick up a few bigger
sponsors to cushion our team and
get some help rolling,” Weiss said.
“I think weʼre going to be a force to
be reckoned with by the end of [this
season].”

Next up for the World of Outlaws
stars is the Illini 100 at Farmer City
Raceway on April 5 and 6.

"The Rocket Shepp"
Shows Prowess Again

at Duck River
LEWISBURG, TN - “The Rocket

Shepp” has done it yet again. Bran-
don Sheppard won his 42nd Fea-
ture all-time and fifth in-a-row with

the World of Outlaws Morton Build-
ings Late Model Series Friday night
at Duck River Raceway Park, hold-
ing off the rejuvenated Chase
Junghans and invader Tanner Eng-
lish to the checkered flag.

As has been the case on Shep-
pardʼs ongoing quest of the Seriesʼ
all-time consecutive-win record, he
was strong right out of the trailer.
He captured Drydene Heat three in
convincing fashion, setting him up
for a third-place redraw. From in-
side row two, Sheppard pressured
early leader Junghans before mak-
ing a move for the lead on a restart
just before the halfway point in the
Feature.

Once out front, Sheppard never
relinquished the lead despite Jung-
hans doing everything he could
over the final 10 laps to retake the
top spot.

For Sheppard and the rest of the
Rocket1 crew, it was just another
day in the office as they set their
sights on tying Darrell Laniganʼs all-
time mark of six consecutive wins
Saturday night at Smoky Mountain
Speedway.

“Everythingʼs just been going
our way and Iʼm just riding it out as
long as I can,” said Sheppard, of
New Berlin, Ill. “We all know itʼs
going to come to an end at some
point, so weʼre just going to keep
digging, do the best we can, and do
what we always do. Just work hard
and hope for the best.”

A very stout field of 37 cars were
in the house Friday night at Duck
River to challenge the World of
Outlaws stars, including a number
of other nationally touring cars who
had ideas on stealing the $10,000-
to-win victory. Combined with a
great track surface for three-lane
racing, it all added up to mean
every move on the track was criti-
cal, be it making a pass for position
or holding off challengers. And 

(Continued Next Page)
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Outlaws in Front of a

Packed Home-State Crowd

Jimmy Owens celebrates with his family in victory lane after win-
ning at Smoky Mountain Speedway. (Michael Moats photo)



Continued…

Sheppard would
agree.

“The competition
level at all these races
is so tough right now,”
Sheppard said.
“Youʼve got to be able
to qualify good and
start up front in your
heat race and get a
first-few-rows starting
spot for the Feature.”

Despite making
the move for the lead
with just over half of
the race left, Shep-
pard said he was

doing quite a bit of studying in his
time behind Junghans to see what
line would be the fastest once the
pass was made. While Sheppard
worked the bottom most of the Fea-
ture, he had to go to the top to get

around Junghans.
“The only thing Iʼm sitting back

there doing is trying to move
around and change my line just the
slightest bit, just to see where I
could gain speed or lose speed on
[Junghans],” Sheppard said. “Then
he moved down there on that one
lap, and the top was starting to get
good right then, and I knew my car
was good up there.”

In what was almost a perfect
night for Junghans and his
ShopQuik Racing team, earning
the PFC Brakes Fast Time Award,
winning his heat race and redraw-
ing the pole, the teamʼs efforts
earned them a runner-up finish and
their fourth top-five in seven races,
one less than he had all last sea-
son.

“Everyoneʼs getting along, weʼre
all gelling,” said Junghans, of Man-
hattan, Kan. “Weʼre just working
hard. This is all we do. Itʼs a never-

ending battle to try and find a bit of
speed here and a bit of speed
there. Weʼre going in the right di-
rection and the finishes are show-
ing.”

Junghans would have loved to
hold on for the win, but knew fin-
ishing just .660 seconds behind
someone whoʼs on such a hot
streak is not anything to hang his
head about.

“To run second to [the Rocket1
teamʼs] accomplishments, we just
need to get a little bit better,” Jung-
hans said. “Weʼve been working
hard since Florida and weʼll just try
again tomorrow.”

Tanner English lurked inside the
top-five for most of the 50 laps and
was able to hold off Rookie of the
Year points leader Ricky Weiss to
complete the podium. Making his
fourth appearance in a different car
this season, this time in the Tommy
Pope Construction #22, English

said his car was a dream to drive
against such stiff competition.

“The car was great,” said Eng-
lish, of Benton, Ky. “This is only
about our third time in it. Couldnʼt
have asked for anything better,
going against these guys that know
their cars back-and-forth. Weʼre
just happy to be here.”

Rookie Spotlight: Ricky Weiss
had a terrific night aboard his  #7,
increasing his Rookie points lead
over Kyle Hardy, Cade Dillard,
Blake Spencer and Chuck Hummer
with a fourth-place effort on Friday
night.

Finishing second in Drydene
Heat 1, Weiss redrew the eighth
spot and made the most of each
groove on the track, making a late-
race push for the top-three but
coming up just one spot short. This
gave the Canadian his second top-
five of the year, placing him sev-
enth in overall points standings.
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CONCORD, NC -
Persistent rain show-
ers and saturated
grounds at Ocean
Speedway and Plac-
erville Speedway have
forced World of Out-
laws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Se-
ries and track officials
to cancel Fridayʼs
event at Ocean and
reschedule Saturdayʼs

event at Placerville to Wednesday,
Sept. 11.

Those who purchased tickets to
Placervilleʼs event will have their
tickets automatically moved to the
rescheduled date in September.
Those with tickets to Fridayʼs event
at Ocean Speedway will receive a
full ticket-value credit to their My-
DirtTickets.com account to be used
towards any World of Outlaws
event available at WorldofOut-
laws.com/tix. Fans unable to attend
the rescheduled Placerville event
have 30 days to call 844-DIRT-TIX
to speak with a customer service
representative about their options.

Two of those events include next
weekendʼs conclusion to The
Greatest Show on Dirtʼs month-
long swing through California on
Friday, March 29, at Keller Auto
Speedway in Hanford and Satur-
day, March 30, at Perris Auto
Speedway in Perris. Both are sure
to be exciting races with the last
three California events producing

three different winners and the bat-
tle for the Series championship
points lead down to just four points
between leader Daryn Pittman and
reigning champion Donny Schatz.

For the latest on the World of
Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint
Cars, make sure to follow on Face-
book, Twitter or Instagram, and at
www.WorldofOutlaws.com.

Pittman Still Leading
Standings with Two

Races Left on
CA Spring Break

HANFORD, CA - Fresno, Calif.-
based Roth Motorsports went into
the World of Outlaws NOS® En-
ergy Drink Sprint Car Seriesʼ
month-long California swing with
the points lead for the first time in
its historic career and may leave
with it.

The teamʼs new driver, 2013 Se-
ries champion Daryn Pittman, cur-
rently holds the points lead going
into the final two races of the swing
— Friday, March 29, at Keller Auto
Speedway and Saturday, March
30, at Perris Auto Speedway.

Pittman started off the season in
his new #83 Roth Sprint Car win-
ning the two season-opening races
at Volusia Speedway Park —
claiming his third DIRTcar Nation-
als championship, and Rothʼs first.
He then followed that up with a top-
10 and runner-up finish in Las
Vegas, giving him a four-point ad-

vantage over reigning champion
Donny Schatz going into the Cali-
fornia swing.

Three races into the swing,
Pittman still leads Schatz by just
four points. However, points are the
last thing on his mind.

“Truthfully, I donʼt put a lot of
thought to it,” Pittman said. “Obvi-
ously, itʼs better to lead than to be
chasing. And I do know it will mean
something to (car owners) Dennis
and Teresa (Roth) for us to be lead-
ing. But if something happens and
weʼre not, I have no doubt we have
some better tracks for me and our
team coming up.”

The Owasso, Okla.-native has
produced a podium and a couple of
top-10 finishes in the three Califor-
nia swing races, so far. Looking
ahead to Friday night, he said the
3/8-mile Keller Auto Speedway has
been hit-or-miss for him. His results
show it.

He finished 20th the last time the
Series raced at the track in 2017 –
the race won by the Seriesʼ most
recent winner Logan Schuchart.
Prior to that he had a top-10, a 17th
place finish and a top-five, respec-
tively.

Like all tracks, Pittman said he
wants to perform well in Hanford,
but this year he has extra motiva-
tion to do so. The speedway is
about 40 minutes from the Roth
Motorsports shop.

Of the final two races in the Cal-
ifornia swing, Perris Auto Speed-
way is the one heʼs looking forward
to the most. Heʼs won at the track
three times — most recently in
2016 — and before the Series re-
vised its wins list last year, it was
the site of his first Series win.

Not only is Pittman looking for-
ward to going to the half-mile Perris
Auto Speedway because heʼs won
there before, heʼs had the most
success this year on half-mile
tracks. In the four races on half-
mile tracks this year, Pittman has
two wins, three podiums and four
top-10 finishes.

His love for the half-mile tracks
is new found this year. When he
drove for Kasey Kahne Racing last
year, Pittman said he almost
dreaded going to half-mile tracks
because he didnʼt have speed at
them.

While heʼs performed better on
the half-miles, so far this year, he
doesnʼt dread short tracks. His sec-
ond-place run at the third-mile
Thunderbowl Speedway shows he
and his team can still be a threat on
the smaller tracks. 

With seven races down, Pittman
said he and the Roth Motorsports
crew are happy where theyʼre at as
a team. One of his early season
goals was to perform well at Volu-
sia.

Mission accomplished.
He has several other goals heʼs

set for himself to put together a
successful year with his new team
and try to secure a second cham-
pionship. Leaving the California
swing with the points lead, while
ideal, isnʼt necessarily one of them.

“I try not to focus on them
(points) too much, just focus on
each race for what it is and try to
win races,” Pittman said. “Itʼs defi-
nitely always good to be up front. It
gives everyone something to talk
about, but itʼs definitely not some-
thing weʼre really focused on right
now.”
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Cancel Ocean and
Placerville Events



GREENVILLE, TX
- Outrunning the
weather at Superbowl
Speedway, Justin Fi-
field captured the win
Saturday night with
the ASCS Elite Non-
Wing Series pre-
sented by Abilene
Powder Coating.

Taking the green
from the pole, Fifield
held off the charge of

open-wheel veteran, Paul White.
The triumph marks the second time
the Mesquite, Texas racer has
topped the ASCS Elite Non-Wing
Series presented by Abilene Pow-
der Coating. Making his first ap-
pearance of 2019, Weston Gorham
completed the night's podium.

Craig Oaks crossed fourth with
Bryan Debrick coming from 13th to
complete the top five.

Johnny Miller in sixth was trailed
by Christian Moore. Making the trip
from Collinsville, Okla., Craig Car-
roll wheeled from 18th to seventh
with Jarrod Jennings and Michelle
Melton completing the top ten.
Qualifying was not held due to the
threat of rain.

The ASCS Elite Non-Wing Se-
ries presented by Abilene Powder
Coating returns to action on Friday,
March 29 at Timberline Speedway
in Corley, Texas.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that

make up ASCS Nation, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com,
follow on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Kyle Shipley Leads
Flag-to-Flag With San

Tan Ford ASCS
Non-Wing

QUEEN CREEK, AZ - Much like
the last time the San Tan Ford
ASCS Desert Non-Wing Sprint Car
Series rolled into Queen Creek's
Arizona Speedway, the night came
to a close with Kyle Shipley in Vic-
tory Lane.

Leading flag-to-flag for his sev-
enth career win with the San Tan
Ford ASCS Desert Non-Wing
Sprint Car Series, Shipley crossed
under the checkered flag with a
1.679-second gap over Dennis Gile
who was the meat in the middle of
the Shipley sandwich as Joshua
Shipley rounded out the podium.
Joe Scheopner was fourth with
Dustin Cormany in fifth.

Moving up from 14th, Rick Shu-
man fought to sixth with Ryan Mur-
phy picking three to finish seventh.
Austin Kuehl, Ronald Webster, and
Tyler Most completed the top ten.

Ron Gilson provided extra cash
and prized to Heat Race winners
with Tanner Grau and Kyle Shipley
picking up the Heat Race wins.

The San Tan Ford ASCS Desert
Non-Wing Sprint Car Series will
see action again with a double-

header weekend at Canyon
Speedway Park in Peoria, Ariz. for
the Sunset Showdown on Friday,
March 29 and Saturday, March 30.
More information can be found
at www.canyonspeedwaypark.com.

Imperial Captures
ASCS Southwest
Season Opener at
Arizona Speedway
QUEEN CREEK, AZ - Getting

the 2019 season rolling for the
ASCS Southwest Region, J.T. Im-
perial wheeled his Mark Clark
backed entry into Victory Lane at
Arizona Speedway this past Satur-
day night for his seventh career re-
gional triumph.

Gridding the field sixth for the
night's 25-lap affair, Imperial had
speed from the start; moving into
third by Lap 6. Taking over the lead

from race-long leader, Jesse Baker,
on Lap 16, Imperial proceeded to
gap the field with the No. 7 crossing
3.098 seconds ahead of the pack.

Getting to second on the 18th
lap, Lorne Wofford grabbed runner-
up honors as Baker slipped to third.
Defending series champion, Rick
Ziehl, was fourth with Billy Chester
in fifth. Wes Wofford was sixth with
Colton Hardy seventh.

Driving for Bob Ream, Jr. the
No. 8 crossed eighth with Eric
Wilkins behind the wheel. Alex Pet-
tas and Josh Grady made up the
top ten.

The ASCS Southwest Region
goes green again on Saturday,
April 13 at Central Arizona Speed-
way in Casa Grande, Ariz. More in-
formation and directions to the
track can be found online
at www.centralarizonaspeedway.co
m.
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Elite Non-Wing at
Superbowl

Justin Fifield celebrates with his family in victory lane after win-
ning at Superbowl Speedway with the ASCS Elite Non-Wing Se-
ries. (ASCS photo)

Kyle Shipley celebrates in victory lane at Arizona Speedway with
second place finisher Dennis Gile (right) and third place Joshua
Shipley (left). (Gilson/ASCS photo)

J.T. Imperial celebrates in victory lane after winning the ASCS
Southwest Region event at Arizona Speedway. (ASCS photo)



MILTON, FL - The
Southern All Star Dirt
Racing Series pre-
sented by Max Fab
started the 2019 sea-
son at Tom Lowryʼs
Southern Raceway in
Milton, FL., and Neil
Baggett of Columbus,
MS., got his career
first win with the se-
ries, he led 24 laps,
David Breazeale led

for 6 laps until he retired when he
made contact with a lapped car
punching a hole in his radiator. The
victory was worth $3,000 for the 30
lap event.

Baggett set the tone of the night
in SUNOCO Race Fuels/Knowles
Race Parts qualifying with a 15.020

in group A and Larry Harrod of
Plains, GA., in group B at 15.181.

Mark Whitener of Middleburg, FL
came in second place after starting
16th, third to 2018 Southern All
Stars Champion Jay Scott of Fayet-
teville, TN., fourth to Riley Hickman
of Ooltewah, TN., who is back with
the series and looking to break his
title championship tie with Clint
Smith finished fourth and finishing
in fifth place was Joseph Joiner of
Milton, FL.

Finishing in sixth place was J R
Moseley, seventh to Zach Leon-
hardi, eighth place to J C Wilson,
ninth place to Mark Dodson and
tenth to Russell Flynn.

RACE TIDBITS: Southern All
Stars presented the champion Jay
Scott along with runner up Mark

Dodson, trophies, jackets and
products certificates for the 2018
and welcomed new racers into the
series championship run with J R
Moseley, Zach Leonhardi, Andrew
Littleton, David Breazeale, Billy
Franklin and Austin Arnold.

Roberts Back In
Victory Lane at

Southern Raceway
Bash at The Beach
MILTON, FL - The Southern All

Star Dirt Racing Series presented
by Max Fab ran race number two
Saturday night at Tom Lowryʼs
Southern Raceway in Milton,
FL.,the 3rd Annual Bash at the
Beach and Casey Roberts picked
up where he left off two years ago
and was back in victory lane taking
the $7,000 in the 60 lap feature.
Two years ago Roberts swept the
weekend and this year with the
doubleheader he said driver error
played into the Friday night finish,

so he just parked it to save his car
and be ready for the next night. The
plan worked as he led all 60 laps
but it was not easy as Neil Baggett
and David Breazeale all made a
run at him with nothing to show for
it.

David Breazeale finished sec-
ond, Friday night winner Neil
Baggett, third, fourth to Riley Hick-
man fourth and fifth to Zach Leon-
hardi of Emerson, GA.

Finishing in sixth place was
Ryan Crane, seventh to J R Mose-
ley, eighth place to J C Wilson,
ninth place to Joseph Joiner and
tenth to Billy Franklin.

RACE TIDBITS: Baggett, Hick-
man, Joiner, Leonhardi, Moseley
and JC Wilson all these drivers fin-
ished in the top ten in both nights
of the Bash at the Beach. The se-
ries will return to the gulf coast
track on Saturday & Sunday Au-
gust 31st & September 1st for a
pair of events paying $4,000 &
$5,000 to win.

HAUBSTADT, IN -
Tri-State Speedway at
Haubstadt, IN, will
hold the  opening race
for the 2019 season at
the quarter mile speed
plant on Saturday April
13th.  The non-wing
sprint cars of the
United States Auto
Club will join with the
Brandeis Midwest
Sprint Car Series to
provide the 8th annual
c o - s a n c t i o n e d

SPRING SHOWDOWN.  It will be
the first of three appearances at
Haubstadt for the USAC Sprints
and the first of 9 appearances at
the Class Track for MSCS.  The
feature will pay $5,000 to win!

In all there will be a dozen var-
ied special events on the schedule
this season.  Yes, the World of Out-
laws will be making that one all im-
portant appearance at Tri-State
Speedway.  That will be on Satur-
day May 4th this season.

The MOWA Sprints will follow
with more wing sprint action on
May 18th to supply the always ex-
citing MIDWEST MADNESS show.
The IMCA Racesaver Sprints will
also be sporting wings in appear-
ances on July 13th and August
10th.  In addition the MMSA Mini
Sprints will make four appear-
ances.  Those dates are May 26,
June 8, July 13, and October 19th.
The July 13th date is the annual

SPRINT STAMPEDE with 3 divi-
sions of sprint cars.

There will be two holiday week-
end races featuring the Brandeis
MSCS 410 Sprints.  The MEMO-
RIAL WEEKEND CLASSIC and
the LABOR DAY WEEKEND
CHALLENGE are both Sunday
night ventures. 

The MSCS SUMMER SHOW-
DOWN will be on June 8th.  This
yearʼs MSCS HOOSIER SPRINT
NATIONALS will be held on August

10th.  MSCS will then close out the
season by competing for the HAR-
VEST CUP at Haubstadt on Octo-
ber 19th.  The SUMMER
SHOWDOWN, the HOOSIER
SPRINT NATIONALS and the
HARVEST CUP boast $5,000 to
win purses.

On July 27th the speedway will
host the finale of the USAC INDI-
ANA SPRINT WEEK.  The USAC
Sprints will also return on Septem-
ber 14th for the one and only
HAUBSTADT HUSTLER.  This will
be the biggest race of the season
for non-wing sprints.  USAC &
MSCS will compete together in this

co-sanctioned event.  The top prize
is $10,000.  The Saturday Septem-
ber 14th and October 19th events
have rain dates set for Sunday of
that weekend. 

New to the schedule this season
will be the addition of the USAC
Midgets to the program for the Oc-
tober HARVEST CUP.

Ticket information is available by
calling 812-768-5995.  Ticket prices
do vary for different events on the
schedule  The speedway also of-
fers reserved seating. Further de-
tails on each event are also
available at www.tristatespeed-
way.com.
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Talladega
Superspeedway

TALLADEGA, AL -
Both the inside and
outside retaining walls
above the new Turn 3
Oversized Vehicle
Tunnel construction at
Talladega Super-
speedway are being
reformed and put back
into place this week. In
addition, backfilling of
compacted stone to
cover the outside and
top of the tunnel took
place last week.
Crews are also cur-
rently laying down as-

phalt for the first layer of the
approach ways to the tunnel.

The Oversized Vehicle Tunnel,
which is scheduled for completion
in time for the trackʼs April 26-28,
spring motorsports tripleheader
weekend featuring the GEICO 500,
MoneyLion 300 and General Tire
200, is the initial development of
the approximately $50 million
Transformation – The Talladega
Superspeedway Infield Project pre-
sented by Graybar.

The new 2-lane tunnel will be
capable of allowing vehicles as
large as race team haulers and
fansʼ recreational vehicles to enter
and exit the track simultaneously
with ease. It will be open 24 hours
during event weekends.

Construction efforts are also tak-
ing shape for the spring opening of
the new Finish Line Premium RV
area (located just past the start-fin-
ish line & includes full hookups).
Conduit has been installed for elec-
trical while gravel has been put in
for the base. The speedway will
also offer new Infield Shower Trail-
ers in April.

The culmination of Transforma-
tion – The Talladega Superspeed-
way Infield Project presented by
Graybar will occur this October and
will allow fans to be immersed into
the sport of NASCAR with a one-of-
a-kind Talladega Garage Experi-
ence, which will feature “up-close”
access, interactive attractions and
enhanced amenities for fans, spon-
sors, teams and stakeholders in the
iconic Talladega infield.

Fans can learn more about the
project and view the progress 24/7
via the construction cam by visiting
www.talladegasuperspeedway.com
/transformation.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - The fan-favorite

Bristol Motor Speedway Trans-
porter Parade is moving to the
Food City 500 weekend and will

see a return to its original route.
The BMS Transporter Parade is

set to begin at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
April 4 at the Bass Pro Shops at
The Pinnacle. The haulers will then
begin the nine-mile trek as night
falls, passing by historic State
Street in downtown Bristol as well
as two Food City locations before
arriving at Bristol Motor Speedway
around 8 p.m.

“It was important to us to have
the Transporter Parade return to its
traditional route, allowing our
guests the best chance to see this
popular nighttime spectacle,” said
Jerry Caldwell, executive vice pres-
ident and general manager of Bris-
tol Motor Speedway. “When looking
at our schedules, it made sense for
this parade to be the Thursday
night kickoff to an exciting Food
City 500 weekend. Weʼre always
working for the fans and we canʼt
wait to welcome everyone to the re-
gion in just a few weeks.”

Guests are encouraged to visit
Bass Pro Shops at The Pinnacle to
get an up close and personal look
at the colorful haulers, which will be
arriving throughout the day. Food
City locations on Euclid Ave. in
Bristol, Va. and Volunteer Parkway
in Bristol, Tenn. will provide prime
viewing spots as the transporters
make their way to The Last Great
Colosseum. A small section of
grandstand near the pit gate will be
open to allow guests the opportu-
nity to see the transporters enter
the Speedway and assemble in the
infield.

Tickets for the Food City 500
weekend are available. Food City
500 adult tickets start at $55, while
tickets for the Alsco 300 NASCAR
Xfinity Series/Zombie Auto 150
K&N Series doubleheader start at
$35. Guests can also add on a
ticket to Bushʼs Beans Pole Day for
$10 or by bringing two cans of

Bushʼs Beans product to a BMS
ticket booth with a Food City re-
ceipt. For a limited time, $50 Food
City 500 tickets are available at all
Food City locations.

BMS is committed to making
race weekends affordable for the
whole family. Kidsʼ tickets (12-and-
under) are free to the Alsco
300/Zombie Auto 150 and Bushʼs
Beans Pole Day and only $10 for
the Food City 500. Earlier this year,
BMS introduced teen pricing.
Teens 13-19 years old are eligible
for half-priced race tickets. For all
races, each child and teen must
have a physical ticket in hand to
enter the gates. The Bristol Motor
Speedway ticket office is the only
authorized location that can pro-
duce the free kids' tickets.

Fans who want to get up close
to on-track festivities are encour-
aged to add a Pre-Race Pit Stop
pass to their race weekend experi-
ence. The pass provides several
amenities, including a cold pass for
infield access, opportunities to see
the teams and haulers up close,
access to the new Food City 500
pre-race party, including the pre-
race concert featuring Randy
Houser as well as driver intros.

To purchase tickets to the Food
City 500, please call 423-BRISTOL
or buy them online at www.BRIS-
TOLTix.com.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - Legendary

NASCAR figures and musical stars
will appear on the Xfinity Stage in
Victory Plaza as part of Dover In-
ternational Speedwayʼs free 50th
Anniversary Bash for
fans on Saturday,
May 4, track officials
announced today.

John Rich (Big &
Rich), who shot to
stardom with the hit

singles “Save a Horse (Ride a
Cowboy),” and “Cominʼ to Your
City,” will perform with Maryland
native Sam Grow, a rising country
music star, at the 50th Anniversary
Bash, one of the entertainment
centerpieces for the Monster Mileʼs
May 3-5 NASCAR tripleheader
weekend. Cowboy Troy, who often
makes tour appearances with Big &
Rich, will also hit the stage.  

In addition, NASCAR champions
Richard Petty and Bobby Allison,
longtime NASCAR executive Mike
Helton and Dover Motorsports, Inc.
President and CEO Denis McGlynn
are among just some of the special
guests scheduled to make appear-
ances on the Xfinity Stage in Vic-
tory Plaza.

The 50th Anniversary Bash runs
from 3-7 p.m. on May 4 after the
NASCAR Xfinity Series Dash 4
Cash race. The Xfinity Stage in Vic-
tory Plaza, located in the grassy
area near the Monster Monument,
is the home for the trackʼs free pre-
race concerts and NASCAR driver
and personality question-and-
answers sessions throughout the
Monster Mileʼs event weekends.

Doverʼs traditional fireworks dis-
play will follow the Bash at approx-
imately 9 p.m.

Concession stands surrounding
the Xfinity Stage will remain open
during the event, including Dover
Downs Hotel & Casinoʼs Frankieʼs
Monster Mile Café, offering food
and drink specials. Draft beer, such
as Dover International Speedwayʼs
50th Anniversary “Splash & Go
Lager,” brewed in collaboration with
Dover, Delaware-based Fordham &
Dominion Brewing Company, will
be available for purchase.

Also on May 4, the Autism
Delaware Track Walk takes place
following the NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries Dash 4 Cash race. Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series star
Clint Bowyer will participate in the
event, which begins with a kickoff
at the Monster Monument in Victory
Plaza at approximately 4 p.m.

“This year, as we celebrate our
50th anniversary, thereʼs more for
fans to do on the Speedway
grounds than ever before,” said
Dover International Speedway
President and CEO Mike Tatoian.
“This is one way we can say thank
you to our fans for their loyalty to
the Monster Mile. We hope all our 

(Continued Next Page)

Construction is coming along at Talladega Superspeedway for
their new Turn 3 Oversized Tunnel project. (TSS photo)
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Continued…

guests will stop by the
50th Anniversary Bash
on May 4 to hear from
legendary drivers,
enjoy our tasty food
offerings and enjoy the
entertainment on the
Xfinity Stage in Victory
Plaza.”

The 50th Anniver-
sary Bash is just part
of Doverʼs planned
celebrations during
the May 3-5 NASCAR
tripleheader weekend.
In addition to the spe-
cial gold Monster tro-

phies given to the race winners and
free 1:64-scale Dover diecast cars
to the first 15,000 guests on May 5,
fans can also enjoy multiple free
performances by the famous
Harlem Globetrotters in the 8-acre
FanZone, a free Charlie Daniels
Band concert on the Xfinity Stage
in Victory Plaza, as well as Micro
Wrestling Federation matches, Del
Rods Car Club car shows, a Win-
ston Cup Mobile Museum display,
on-site NASCAR and sports betting
and much more.

The May 3-5 NASCAR triple-
header weekend also includes the
“JEGS 200” NASCAR Gander Out-
doors Truck Series race on May 3
and the Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series race on May 5.

The Monster Mileʼs Oct. 4-6
NASCAR tripleheader weekend
features the NASCAR K&N Pro Se-
ries East race on Friday, Oct. 4, the
NASCAR Xfinity Series playoff race
on Saturday, Oct. 5 and the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
playoff race on Sunday, Oct. 6. The
Oct. 6, 2019 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series playoff race
will be the 100th NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race in track history. Dover In-
ternational Speedway will be the
10th track in the nation to host 100
NASCAR Cup Series races.

Keep up to date on all 50th An-
niversary announcements and
schedules by visiting DoverSpeed-
way.com or calling (800) 441-
RACE. You can also keep up with
all track activities at
Facebook.com/DoverInternational-
Speedway, or on Twitter and Insta-
gram at @MonsterMile.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - The count-

down has begun, the Coca-Cola is
on ice and the clock is ticking.
Starting at 9 a.m. on Wednesday –
officially marking 60 days before
the 60th running of the Coca-Cola
600 – Charlotte Motor Speedway

will unveil an exciting, innovative
#CountdownTo600 initiative on so-
cial media.

Americaʼs Home for Racing will
feature special ticket offers, excit-
ing speedway news and exclusive
video content on its social media
channels from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Fans tuning into Twitter, Facebook
and Instagram will also have a
chance to win special Coca-Cola
600- and speedway-related mer-
chandise.

“Thereʼs already a major buzz
surrounding the historic 60th run-
ning of the Coca-Cola 600,” said
Charlotte Motor Speedway Execu-
tive Vice President and General
Manager Greg Walter. “By making
our social media accounts a group
of one-stop shops for excellent
ticket offers and never-before-seen
content, weʼre building up to a
Coca-Cola crescendo on May 26.
Let the #CountdownTo600 begin!”

Fans can follow long with every-
thing related to Charlotte Motor
Speedwayʼs #CountdownTo600 ini-
tiative by using the #Count-
downTo600 hashtag, following on
Twitter and Instagram and becom-
ing a Facebook fan.

TICKETS: Weekend passes to
the Coca-Cola 600 start at just $79
for adults. Kids 13 and under get in
for just $10 with a paying adult. For
tickets to all of Charlotte Motor
Speedwayʼs events, visit
www.charlottemotorspeedway.com
/tickets.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - The Texas

chapter of Speedway Children's
Charities has been named the
2019 recipient of the Tarrant Area
Food Bank's Million Meals Award
during a March 25 reception at
Morris Foundation Distribution
Center at Tarrant Area Food Bank. 

The Million Meals Award was
presented to Speedway Children's
Charities-Texas Chapter for its
many years of partnership and sup-
port, which has allowed Tarrant
Area Food Bank to serve more
than one million meals to its neigh-
bors in need.

"Speedway Children's Charities
is honored to be chosen by Tarrant
Area Food Bank to receive the Mil-
lion Meals Award," Speedway Chil-
dren's Charities Texas Chapter
Executive Director Marissa Chaney
said. "We are very proud of the
partnership between our organiza-
tions and appreciate all Tarrant
Area Food Bank does to feed fam-
ilies in our community."

This is the fifth time the Million
Meals Award has been presented.
The Speedway Children's Chari-

ties-Texas chapter joins Bank of
America, American Airlines, City of
Fort Worth and Caliber Collision as
local entities which were previously
honored.

"Speedway Children's Charities
is one of our few corporate partners
more dedicated to addressing child
hunger in Fort Worth," said TAFB
Chief Development Officer Stephen
Reaside who presented the award.
"Speedway Children's Charities
has gone above and beyond the
call and because of that support,
we've been able to provide over
one million meals to our neighbors
in need in Tarrant County."

Tarrant Area Food Bank is the
primary source of donated food for
hunger-relief charities and feeding
programs in 13 North Texas coun-
ties.
About Tarrant Area Food Bank

TARRANT AREA FOOD BANK
(TAFB), based in Fort Worth, holds
the belief that all people deserve
regular, nutritious meals. TAFB
works to empower communities to
eliminate hunger by providing food,
education and resources through
innovation and collaboration.
Through a network of 270 Partner
Agencies, TAFB serves 13 coun-
ties in North Texas. Learn more at
tafb.org and on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - JR Motor-

sportsʼ Zane Smith and Kaulig Rac-
ingʼs Justin Haley will participate in
the fourth annual Pocono Raceway
College Tour. Smith will visit the
University of Scranton on April 2
and Centenary University on April
3. Haley, who participated in last
yearʼs College Tour, will visit Kutz-
town University on April 9 and East
Stroudsburg University on April 10. 

The Raceway works directly with
Marketing, Business, Sport Man-
agement students, and club organ-
izations at each university. These
students participate in a multi-part
competition with a focus on areas
of marketing, data collection
through surveys and event plan-
ning to plan a “Pocono Raceway
Day on Campus.” During the visits
to campus, NASCAR Xfinity Series
drivers Smith and Haley will inter-
act with students, learn how sport
venues promote their events, take
part in media interviews and meet
with university officials. Students
are in charge of planning the day
and the events the drivers will par-
ticipate in on campus. (Note: Media
members will be issued advisories
with a more defined driver sched-
ule, as well as media availability
times, prior to their respective Col-

lege Tour stops.)
Pocono Raceway will determine

the winner of the 2019 Pocono
Raceway College Tour based on
their performance in the multi-part
competition. The winning group of
students club will receive a VIP ex-
perience at the Pocono Green 250
Recycled by J.P. Mascaro & Sons
NXS race on Saturday, June 1, as
well as $500 toward their club, uni-
versity or choice of charitable or-
ganization. Past winners include
East Stroudsburg Universityʼs
Sport Management Club (2018)
and Kutztown Universityʼs Sport
and Leisure Management Club
(2017 and 2016.)

The college students in atten-
dance at these events will also
have the opportunity to learn about
ID.me, a verification system that al-
lows students exclusive pricing to
events at Pocono Raceway and a
host of other special offers. Inter-
ested students can learn more
about the ID.me discount by visit-
ing www.poconoraceway.com/col-
lege. 

The 2019 schedule at Pocono
Raceway includes two Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series races, a
NTT IndyCar Series race and The
Great Pocono Raceway Air Show.
One NASCAR Xfinity Series, one
NASCAR Gander Outdoors Truck
Series and two ARCA Menards Se-
ries races are also on the calendar
for this summer at ʻThe Tricky Tri-
angle.ʼ For tickets, visit
www.poconoraceway.com or call 1-
800-RACEWAY (1-800-722-3929).

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - NASCARʼs

Most Popular Driver, Chase Elliott,
along with two former Talladega
Superspeedway winners - Aric
Almirola and David Ragan – and
young gun Daniel Suarez, are
scheduled to participate in the Pre-
Race Fan Question & Answer ses-
sion prior to the trackʼs GEICO 500
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries (MENCS) on Sunday, April 28.

Fans that purchase Talladegaʼs
Pre-Race Pit Pass Upgrade for just
$75 (advance-price) will get the op-
portunity to ask the drivers ques-
tions prior to the much-anticipated
GEICO 500, where the winner is all
but guaranteed a spot in the sea-
son-ending MENCS Playoffs. The
Fan Q&A session is scheduled to
begin at 9:30 a.m. (CDT) at ̒ Degaʼs
famous start-finish line. Additional
drivers/personalities that will take
part in the Fan Q&A line-up will be
announced at a later date.

In addition to seeing some of
NASCARʼs stars at the Fan Q&A 
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session, as part of the
Pre-Race Pit Pass Up-
grade, fans will also
get a chance to take a
stroll down pit road,
witness their favorite
drivers walk the red
carpet to the Drivers
Meeting as well as
other exciting activities
at the Pre-Race stage,
including Driver Intro-
ductions before the
engines are fired for
the GEICO 500.

Below is informa-
tion on the initial quar-

tet for the Fan Q&A session:
Elliott, driver of the No. 9

Chevrolet for Hendrick Motor-
sports, has six career TSS MENCS
starts, with his best finish coming in
last yearʼs GEICO 500 where he
placed third. In all six starts, the
2016 Rookie of the Year and 2018
Most Popular Driver has qualified
within the top 10, with five of those
efforts earning him a top-five start-
ing spot, including the pole position
in his first TSS start for the 2016
GEICO 500. 

Almirola, driver of the No. 10
Ford for Stewart-Haas Racing, is
Talladegaʼs most recent victor, driv-
ing to Gatorade Victory Lane in the
2018 1000Bulbs.com 500. Almirola
has competed at the 2.66-mile
venue in all three national series,
also grabbing the checkered flag at
ʻDega in the 2017 NASCAR Xfinity
Series event.

Ragan, driver of the No. 38 Ford
for Front Row Motorsports, has
made 24 MENCS starts at the most
competitive track in NASCAR, col-
lecting a win in the 2013 GEICO
500. Ragan has four top-five fin-
ishes and 10 top 10s at TSS in
NASCARʼs premier series.

Suarez, driver of the No. 41 Ford
for Stewart-Haas Racing, is in his
third year competing full-time in the
MENCS. The 2016 NASCAR Xfin-
ity Series champion and Monterrey,
Mexico native, will be making his
fifth TSS start in the GEICO 500.

To purchase the Pre-Race Pit
Pass Upgrade, simply
visit www.talladegasuperspeed-
way.com/pitpass or call 855-518-
RACE (7223). The tripleheader
weekend kicks off on Friday, April
26, with the General Tire 200, the
MoneyLion 300 for the NASCAR
Xfinity Series on Saturday, April 27,
and the GEICO 500 on Sunday,
April 28.

*Driver availability for the TSS
Pre-Race Fan Question & Answer
session is subject to change and

without notice. Neither NASCAR
nor any of its affiliates are respon-
sible for this event*

Talladega Superspeedway –
which will celebrate its 50th an-
niversary this year – is the most
competitive race track on the
NASCAR schedule (record 88 lead
changes in 188 laps), the highest-
banked (33 degrees) and the
longest (2.66 miles) as well as the
most fun and fan-friendly. Talladega
offers something for everyone, in-
cluding hundreds of acres of free
camping, amazing kids tickets and
college student prices, along with
special offers for military members,
first responders, teachers and edu-
cators. The historic venue, which
opened in 1969, is deemed
NASCARʼs “Party Capital” thanks
to the trackʼs infamous infield, the
traditional Saturday Night Infield
Concert on event weekends and
renowned Talladega Blvd., home of
the “Big One on the Blvd.” party. Itʼs
the site of the most comfortable
seats in motorsports, large ISM Vi-
sion HD video boards lining the
frontstretch and numerous pre-race
activities for fans on race day, in-
cluding special Kids VIP opportuni-
ties. For ticket information,
visit www.talladegasuperspeed-
way.com or call 855-518-RACE
(7223).

The track, along with its parent
company, International Speedway
Corporation, announced last
year Transformation – The Tal-
ladega Superspeedway Infield
Project presented by Graybar. The
approximate $50 million redevelop-
ment endeavor is part of ISCʼs
long-term capital allocation plan
and reinvestment into its major mo-
torsports complexes. The project,
highlighted by a one-of-a-kind Tal-
ladega Garage Experience, will
feature “up-close” access, interac-
tive attractions and enhanced
amenities for fans, sponsors,
teams and stakeholders in the
iconic Talladega infield. Full com-
pletion of the modernized project is
scheduled for October 2019. Fans
can learn more about the proj-
ect and view the progress 24/7 via
the construction cam by visit-
ing www.talladegasuperspeed-
way.com/transformation.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - As the father and

son walked back to the parking lot
after an amazing experience at
Bristol Motor Speedway on Sunday
afternoon, April 1, 1979, the nine-
year-old first-time NASCAR fan,
still trying to process all the action
that had unfolded to him in a whirl-
wind of colorful sights and loud

sounds, quizzed his father.
“Did your favorite driver win

today?” the son asked his dad, who
was proudly covered from head to
toe in green and white No. 88 Dar-
rell Waltrip gear.

“Naw, he didnʼt. He had a
chance, but finished third,” the fa-
ther said, dejectedly.

“Well, who was the winner of the
race?” the youngster shot back, still
trying to piece it all together.

“Ahhh, it was some rookie
named Earnhardt,” the dad said in
frustration.

Little did the pair know – or re-
ally anyone who attended the
Southeastern 500 that day – that
the race was actually the official
launching pad for a driver who
would become one of the most
dominant, revered and greatest
champions in Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series history.

The rookie winner that day at
Bristol, 28-year-old Dale Earnhardt
from Kannapolis, N.C., was a sec-
ond-generation driver who was
able to build his own cars, had cut
his teeth on Carolina dirt tracks and
was following in the tire tracks of
his famous racing father Ralph
Earnhardt. That maiden victory led
to a championship title the very
next season and a hall of fame ca-
reer that produced 76 wins, includ-
ing a total of nine BMS trophies,
and seven Cup Series champi-
onships.

Bristol Motor Speedway officials
will celebrate that monumental mo-
ment in NASCAR history during the
upcoming Food City 500 weekend,
April 5-7, the 40th anniversary of
Earnhardtʼs first Cup Series victory.

A special tribute area commem-
orating the significant event will be
constructed in BMSʼs vintage vic-
tory lane located near the BMS
Hospitality Village for guests to
enjoy with plenty of photo opportu-
nities for their social media chan-
nels. Original photos from
Earnhardtʼs 1979 victory will fill the
two wings of the ceremonial win-
nerʼs circle. As guests visit the area
during the race weekend, they will
be encouraged to sign the checker-
board Victory Lane floor.

A key component of the tribute
will be a special lim-
ited edition print of
Earnhardt crossing
the finish line that day
captured in a beauti-
fully-composed paint-
ing by noted
motorsports artist Bill
Patterson. A limited
edition print of the
painting will be given
to the first 10,000

fans as they enter the gates on
Sunday, April 7.

In addition, the official Food City
500 commemorative program will
feature a throwback ʻ70s cover de-
sign in tribute to the Earnhardt vic-
tory and will include an in-depth
cover story inside remembering
that magical weekend by veteran
NASCAR journalist Ben White.

Finally, a special Chevy Camaro
pace car will be adorned with a
similar blue and yellow paint
scheme resembling the No. 2 Rod
Osterlund-owned car, and it will be
utilized as part of the race weekend
experience.

“We felt it was important to offi-
cially remember, recognize and cel-
ebrate that vitally significant
moment in Bristol Motor Speedway
history,” said Jerry Caldwell, exec-
utive vice president and general
manager, Bristol Motor Speedway.
“On April 1st 1979, Dale Earnhardt
– then a rookie – officially let the
world know that he was going to be
a major contender in the NASCAR
Cup Series. What he accomplished
that day is very special and re-
mains the only Cup victory by a
rookie driver in Bristol Motor
Speedway history. We are proud to
celebrate the 40th anniversary of
that landmark victory in NASCAR
history with all of our guests during
the Food City 500 weekend.”

For those who watched closely
that day back in ʻ79, like his fellow
drivers on the track, such as Wal-
trip, they knew immediately that the
driver of the blue and yellow No. 2
Chevy Monte Carlo was different.
He had special talents and was
able to handle the car on one of
NASCARʼs toughest racetracks
with the skill and flair of a seasoned
veteran.

To win a race back in those days
and outrun some of the sportʼs
kingpins like Cale Yarborough,
“The King” Richard Petty, Waltrip,
Buddy Baker, Bobby Allison and
Benny Parsons, it took a really spe-
cial effort.

For a rookie to do it, well, that
was an entirely different story. Back
then, like today, it was a very rare
thing for a rookie to earn a trophy 
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during a Cup Series
race. Especially a Cup
Series race on the
high banks of Bristol
Motor Speedway.

"Dale ran a great
race that day in 1979
and I remember it be-
cause he beat me."
Waltrip said recently.
"He was good on the
short tracks and had
made a name for him-
self so everyone knew
of him. He was with a
bunch of young guys
on that team under

[crew chief] Jake Elder, such as
Doug Richert and several others.

"That day he stayed out of trou-
ble in the car and didn't let anyone
intimidate him.”

In only his 16th career Cup Se-
ries race, Earnhardt started ninth
and took the green flag behind
pole-sitter Baker and 28 other cars.
Earnhardt led a couple of laps early
on, but was quickly overtaken by
Donnie Allison.

However, Earnhardt wasnʼt
done. He hung tough as Waltrip led
a bunch of laps. When Baker and
Yarborough crashed out of the race
around lap 143, Earnhardt surged
forward. He moved past Bobby Al-
lison to take the lead at lap 254 and
stayed out front for 134 laps, to the
amazement of both the fans and
media in attendance.

“At that point, he still had a bit of
a chip on his shoulder," said vet-
eran television and radio an-
nouncer Ken Squier. "He was one
tough customer. He was absolutely
determined to bring it home. Even
though he could be a difficult soul
at times, people understood that he
was a real racer.”

Waltrip then reclaimed the lead
late in the race and led for 85 laps
until a caution at lap 473 sent the
leaders into the pits for service and
brought on another restart. Thatʼs
when Earnhardt beat Waltrip off pit
road and held the lead from lap 474
to the finish.

Bobby Allison finished second,
followed by Waltrip, Petty and Par-
sons to round out the top five.

While the fans and media were
shocked to see a rookie visit Vic-
tory Lane at rugged Bristol, Earn-
hardt, while happy that his dream
had come true, seemed right at
home.

“Iʼll probably believe this in the
morning,” Earnhardt said in post-
race interviews, as documented in
the 40 Years of Stock Car Racing
book series compiled and written

by Greg Fielden. “This is a bigger
thrill than my first-ever racing vic-
tory. This win was in the big
leagues—the Grand Nationals. It
wasnʼt some dirt track back home.”

Allison said he respected Earn-
hardt for his tenacity and commit-
ment to winning from day one, but
like everyone else, didnʼt think heʼd
see the No. 2 car take the check-
ered flag that afternoon.

“That day, I donʼt believe anyone
really thought of Dale as a con-
tender for the win," Bobby Allison
said. "He had a really good car, but
not the experience to do it so soon
as a rookie driver. He surprised us
all by staying in contention all day
and led a bunch of laps. I was able
to gain a few positions in the final
25 laps or so and got to second, but
all I could do was watch him pull
away at the end and take the win.”

Waltrip, who led 155 laps of the
race and was the raceʼs defending
winner, said that day clearly be-
longed to Earnhardt. It was his
breakthrough coming out party and
an indicator of greater things on the
horizon for him in the sport.

“Everyone knew he would be
good, but getting him calmed down
and smoothed out around the
edges was the main thing we all
tried to do,” Waltrip said. “He be-
came the 1980 Winston Cup cham-
pion the next year and went on to
win six more championships. He
was good from the start and over
time, became one of NASCAR's
greatest drivers.”

In two weeks, NASCAR fans will
have their first chance to witness
short track racing at its best and
perhaps see the next Dale Earn-
hardt emerge from the pack. Chase
Elliott, Martin Truex Jr., Kevin Har-
vick, defending champion Joey
Logano, Kyle Busch, Brad Ke-
selowski, Jimmie Johnson and
Ryan Blaney will all be looking to
take home the Gladiator sword
from The Last Great Colosseum
during the April 5-7 Food City 500
weekend.

In addition to Sundayʼs Food
City 500, the event also will show-
case a Saturday doubleheader with
the Alsco 300 NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries race and the Zombie Auto 150
NASCAR K&N Pro Series race. On
Friday, the Cup Series stars will try
to break the BMS track record of
131.668 mph (Denny Hamlin, Aug.
2016) as they qualify during Bushʼs
Beans Pole Day. Friday afternoonʼs
Food City Family Race night, held
at the track, is one of the longest
running fan events on the NASCAR
circuit.

During the Food City 500 week-
end youʼll definitely want to take ad-

vantage of so many activities to
make a complete weekend of fam-
ily fun, including great video enter-
tainment provided by Colossus TV,
the worldʼs largest center-hung
video screen, premium VIP experi-
ences like the Chairmanʼs Experi-
ence, tailgating, on-site camping,
concerts, great food and beverages
in the concession stands through-
out the property, and so much
more.

And for families who want to
bring the entire clan, Bristol Motor
Speedway officials are making it
easier than ever for kids to have an
awesome experience. Kidsʼ tickets
(12 and under) are free and adult
tickets are $10 for Fridayʼs (April 5)
Bushʼs Beans Pole Day. On Satur-
day (April 6), kidsʼ tickets are free
and adult tickets start at $30 for the
Alsco 300 NASCAR Xfinity Series
race and the Zombie Auto 150
NASCAR K&N Series event. On
Sunday (April 7) adult tickets start
at $50 for the Food City 500 and
kidsʼ tickets are $10. For all races,
each child must have a physical
ticket in hand to enter the gates.
The Bristol Motor Speedway ticket
office is the only authorized location
that can produce the free kidsʼ tick-
ets.

To purchase tickets to the Food
City 500, please call 423-BRISTOL
or buy them online at www.BRIS-
TOLTIX.com. Tickets can also be
purchased directly from any neigh-
borhood Food City store.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - John Rich, one

half of the superstar country music
duo Big & Rich, will sing the na-
tional anthem prior to the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series race
at Dover International Speedway
on Sunday, May 5, part of the Mon-
ster Mileʼs 50th Anniversary cele-
bration, track officials announced
today.

Big & Richʼs hit singles include
the popular country anthems “Save
a Horse (Ride a Cowboy)” and
“Cominʼ to Your City.” In addition to
the anthem, Rich, along with fre-
quent collaborator Cowboy Troy, is
scheduled to make two appear-
ances on the Xfinity Stage in Vic-
tory Plaza for free performances on
the following dates: 

• Saturday, May 4 – Free fan
event following the NASCAR Xfinity
Series Dash 4 Cash race.

• Sunday, May 5 – Appearance
during the free Charlie Daniels
Band concert before the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series race.

Richʼs lifestyle brand, Redneck
Riviera, is serving as the present-
ing sponsor of special fan access

area The Hangout throughout the
May 3-5 NASCAR tripleheader
weekend. Redneck Riviera
whiskey, which will be distributed
across Delaware in the next sev-
eral weeks, will be the key ingredi-
ent in the special Hangout drink
“Saddle Up.” Rich contributes a
portion of the proceeds from all
Redneck Riviera whiskey sales to
Folds of Honor, an organization
whose mission is to provide educa-
tional and scholarship support to
spouses and children of America's
fallen and disabled service mem-
bers. 

"We promised our fans an excit-
ing 50th Anniversary weekend and
having John Rich here continues to
add to our commitment to celebrate
in style,” said Mike Tatoian, Dover
International Speedwayʼs president
and CEO.

“We want our fans to take ad-
vantage of all of the fantastic enter-
tainment options around the
Monster Mile when they visit in
May.”

Richʼs appearances are just part
of Doverʼs planned celebrations
during the May 3-5 NASCAR triple-
header weekend. In addition to the
special gold Monster trophies given
to the race winners and free 1:64-
scale Dover diecast cars to the first
15,000 guests on May 5, fans can
also enjoy multiple free perform-
ances by the famous Harlem Glo-
betrotters in the 8-acre FanZone,
as well as Micro Wrestling Federa-
tion matches, Del Rods Car Club
car shows, a Winston Cup Mobile
Museum display, on-site NASCAR
and sports betting and much more.

The May 3-5 NASCAR triple-
header weekend also includes the
“JEGS 200” NASCAR Gander Out-
doors Truck Series race on May 3.

The Monster Mileʼs Oct. 4-6
NASCAR tripleheader weekend
features the NASCAR K&N Pro Se-
ries East race on Friday, Oct. 4, the
NASCAR Xfinity Series playoff race
on Saturday, Oct. 5 and the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
playoff race on Sunday, Oct. 6. The
Oct. 6, 2019 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series playoff race
will be the 100th NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race in track history. Dover In-
ternational Speedway will be the
10th track in the nation to host 100
NASCAR Cup Series races.

Keep up to date on all 50th An-
niversary announcements and
schedules by visiting DoverSpeed-
way.com or calling (800) 441-
RACE. You can also keep up with
all track activities at
Facebook.com/DoverInternational-
Speedway, or on Twitter and Insta-
gram at @MonsterMile.
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Carteret County
Speedway

PELETIER, NC-
Last minute prepara-
tions are ongoing and
the excitement and an-
ticipation of racing is in
the air at Bobby Wat-
sonʼs Carteret County
Speedway with just
days remaining until
Opening Day 2019
presented by Solid
Rock Carriers, set for
2pm on March 30th.

Seven divisions
will be in action during
the first race of the

fourth season of racing at Bobby
Watsonʼs Carteret County Speed-
way.  The headline feature, a
$5,000-to-win Limited Late Model
race, has drawn interest from com-
petitors all across North Carolina.
Additionally, Street Stocks, Mini-
Stocks, U-CARs, Legends, Mini
Cups and Champ Karts will also be
in action.

Swansboroʼs Brandon
Clements, the reigning Late Model
division champion and winningest
driver in Carteret County Speed-
way history is set to go after spend-
ing the offseason refreshing his car
as he looks to defend his turf from
an invasion of outsiders.

“We really havenʼt done much
except freshen up and make sure
the car is still 100 percent,”
Clements said.  “As far as the pack-
age, weʼre pretty much going to go
with what we had last year.  I think
we were pretty good.  Weʼre ready
to go.  We were going to test on
Wednesday but Mother Nature
killed that.”

Clements is looking to defend
his title against Swansboroʼs Chris
Burns, Wilmingtonʼs T.J. Barron,
Pelhamʼs Eric Winslow, and Rei-
dsvilleʼs Jason York – among oth-
ers.

Rookie Aiden Hetu, son of Car-
olina Mini-Stock Challenge cham-
pion Kris Hetu, will be racing
full-time in the Mini-Stock division
at Carteret County in 2019.  Kris
Hetu says their last-minute prepa-
rations consist of getting the car
right and getting the Wilmington
teenager some seat time before
next week.

“Mainly weʼve just got to get him
some seat time and get some con-
fidence.  We ran some practice
laps the other and found that the
car was not handling, it was way off
in the front end.  He was within a
second of what I could run in the
car.  Getting that right, and mainly
his confidence and what the car is

what itʼs supposed to be before
every race.”

The U-CAR division will see fa-
miliar faces as well as a handful of
new drivers on March 30th, while
the always entertaining Legends di-
vision is likely to see a boost in car
counts all throughout the regular
season in anticipation of the INEX
Legends Asphalt Nationals, which
will be held at Carteret from Octo-
ber 17th-October 19th.

The season-opening race will be
the first daytime race in the trackʼs
history.  Pit gates will open at 8am,
practice will begin at 10am, qualify-
ing will commence at 12:30pm.
The grandstands will open at
12pm, the Fan Fest meet-and-
greet and autograph session will
start at 1:15pm and the 2019 sea-
son will go green at 2:15pm.

For more information about
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official
website at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “like” Carteret County
Speedway on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter.

Hickory Motor Speedway
NEWTON, NC - The 2019 Hick-

ory Motor Speedway season would
get off to a great start on Saturday
night with nice weather, an infield
full of race cars, and action packed
racing across every division.

Leading off the eveningʼs
events would be the first of two 40
lap features for the NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series Late Mod-
els. The top 4 qualifiers would best
the old track record set by Jr Mo-
torsports hot shoe Josh Berry. Two
time Hickory Motor Speedway
Track Champion Austin McDaniel
in the #12 would start from the
point after dropping the track
record to a blistering 14.666.
Bradley McCaskill in the #07 would
venture out to Hickory Motor
Speedway to prepare for next
weekʼs CARS Tour race and do
himself proud also besting the old
track record and rolling off in the
second position. 2018 Hickory
Motor Speedway Champion Jacob
Heafner in the #95 would start third
after also turning a track record run
in qualifying. Rounding out the top
two rows would be the #31 of
Thomas Beane starting with fourth
after being the first driver in quali-
fying to top the old track record.
McDaniel would battle side by side
with McCaskill for several laps be-
fore finally nosing ahead. Heafner
would take up where he left off in
2018 and pressure for top spot until
finally moving to the lead. A caution
near lap 20 would bunch the field
back up and Lap 28 would see an

accident that would have lasting
repercussions with contact be-
tween the #21 of Travis Swaim and
McDaniel. Both cars would be fin-
ished for the race. Racing would re-
sume and find Heafner battling with
teammate Justin Carroll in the #57
for the top spot. Heafner would pull
ahead and leave the battle for sec-
ond between Carroll and Beane.
Heafner would drive on to the
checkered flag. Beane would win
the battle for 2nd with Carroll tak-
ing 3rd. McCaskill would go home
in 4th and Charlie Watson in the #9
finished 5th.

Next up would see the Street
Stocks hit the track for 30 laps of
side by side action. The front row
would be made up of Gary Ledbet-
ter in the #32 and the #7 of Jeff
Sparks. Ledbetter and Sparks
would battle for several laps, but
soon settle in line. Positions three
and beyond would stay side by side
for multiplel laps allowing the lead-
ers to stretch their lead. The cau-
tion would fly on lap 19 as Sparks
would spin after contact on the
track. The field would bunch up for
the restart with Ledbetter at the

front with the #64 of Marshall Sut-
ton to his outside. Sutton would
hold his own on the restart and pull
ahead going down the backstretch.
Mechanical issues would see Led-
better pull to the pits while the #16
of Jonathon Smith and Sparks
would work their way into the battle
for the win. Sparks would move
around Sutton to the top spot with a
couple laps to go and hang on for
the checkered flag. Sutton would
finish 2nd and Smith would take
3rd. Mark Whitten in the #77 would
battle back for 4th and Todd Brad-
bury in the #00 would finish 5th.

The Paramount Auto Group Lim-
ited Late Models would roll off next
for 50 laps in Round 1 of the Para-
mount Kia ʻBig 10ʼ Racing Chal-
lenge. 2018 Paramount Kia ̒ Big 10ʼ
Racing Challenge Champion Gage
Painter in the #12 would take the
top spot in qualifying with the #99
of Kyle Mansch to his outside. Josh
Kossek in the #44K and Mitch
Walker in the #43 would make up
row two. The battle up front would
be close but Mansch would have a
nose ahead when the caution

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Jacob Heafner resumed his winning ways at Hickory Motor Speed-
way by taking the NWAAS race beating a charge by Thomas
Beane. (SHERRI STEARNS photo)



(Continued…)

would fly on lap 2 for
a huge 7 car crash on
the front stretch. All
drivers would be okay,
but several cars would
enter the pits on the
wrecker. The restart
would once again
bunch the field with
Mansch and Painter at
the front. Painter
would get the better
restart and pull back to
the front. Battles would
rage throughout the
field but Painter would
use their battles to

build a commanding lead. Painter
would drive on to the win with the
#25 of Zachary St. Onge finishing
2nd. Kossek would hold on for 3rd,
Kyle Barnes in the #44 would finish
4th, and Mitch Walker in the #43
would finish 5th.

Rolling off next would see the al-
ways exciting Carolina Custom
Golf Carts Super Trucks doing bat-
tle for 35 laps. Joey Shuryan in the
#30 would set the fast time in qual-
ifying to start from the top spot with
the #26 of Charlie Neill close be-
hind to his outside. Shuryan and
Neill would duel side by side on lap
1 till Shuryan would spin on the
high side in turns 3 & 4. This would
bring about a full restart with Neill
at the point with Gander Outdoor
Truck Series competitor Spencer
Boyd in the #4 to his outside. Neill
would pull to the lead on the restart,
however the caution would fly
again with an incident involving the
#28 of Dennis Trivette. The restart
would once again see Neill move to
the lead over Boyd. The caution
would fly one last time on lap 20 for
a single truck incident involving the
#86 of Joe Simpson. Neill would
once again move to the top spot on
the restart and not look back as he
would drive on to the win. 2018
Champion Allen Huffman in the #51
would overcome a difficult starting
spot after not getting to qualify and
finish 2nd while Boyd would finish
3rd. Shuryan would bounce back
from his early spin to finish 4th and
Zach Hale in the #97 would grab
5th.

The 4-Cylinders would hit the
track next for their 25 lap feature.
Curtis Pardue in the #17 would
start from the pole position with
Dennis Ward in the #25 starting to
his outside. Ward would jump to the
early lead and stay there for the
first 10 laps. Pardue would battle
his way back to the top spot and re-
gain the lead. Pardue would hang
on and grab the victory with Ward

finishing 2nd. Cody Combs in the
#9 would finish 3rd, Allison Hous-
ton in the #29 would come home in
4th, and 2018 Champion Brian
Mundy in the #6 would encounter
mechanical problems and finish
5th.

Next up would see the Rene-
gades roar to life for their 20 lap
feature. After qualifying, Danny
Crump Jr in the #97 and Spencer
Dickinson in the #6 would start
from the front row. Crump would
jump to the early lead and the cau-
tion would fly on lap 2. Crump
would regain the lead on the restart
but would spin in front of the field
on lap 5. Robbie Hollifield in the
#51 would restart from the point.
Hollifield would face furious chal-
lenges from Justin Austin in the #40
and Brian Larkin in the #7 but
would hang on for his first Hickory
Motor Speedway victory. Austin
would finish 2nd with Larkin taking
3rd. Crump would battle back to fin-
ish 4th and the #95 of Rodney
Elkins would finish 5th.

Finishing out the nightʼs racing
would be the NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series Late Models hit-
ting the famed 3/8 mile oval for the
second of their twin 40 lap features.
With the invert from the finishing
order of the first race Ryan Milling-
ton in the #15 would start from the
top spot with Leland Honeyman in
the #4 to his outside. Millington
would take the early lead until the
caution would fly after a hard crash
between the #9 of Charlie Watson
and the #95 of Jacob Heafner.
Heafner would be able to continue,
but Watsonʼs car would be finished
for the evening and there would be
controversy between the two
wheelmen. The restart would see
Millington and Adam Lemke in the
#98 starting from the front. Milling-
ton would move ahead to the top
spot as the caution would fly on lap
15 for an incident between Honey-
man and the #51 of Jeremy Pelfrey.
Both cars would be able to con-
tinue but have to restart from the
rear. Millington and Lemke would
once again restart from the front
row. Lemke would make the move
to the front and grab the lead.
Millington would pressure Lemke
hard over the remaining laps, but
would also face a strong challenge
from the #28 of Chris Hudspeth.
Millington would look to have the in-
side line going into turn three on lap
38 but Lemke would shut the door
before the pass could be made.
Lemke would hang on and grab his
first hickory Motor Speedway win.
Millington would have to settle for
2nd with Hudspeth finishing 3rd.
The #57 of Justin Carroll would fin-

ish 4th and Thomas Beane in the
#31 would finish 5th.

Next week will see the Cars Tour
return to Hickory Motor Speedway
for the MTP Tire 300 for 150 Laps
for the Late Models and Super Late
Models. Both divisions should have
a full field of some of the best stock
car drivers in the country.

In two weeks the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series roars
back to life with a full slate of rac-
ing action at Americaʼs Most Fa-
mous Short Track.
For more info check us out at
www.hickorymotorspeedway.com,
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, or
call 828-464-3655.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Selins-

grove Speedway and the family of
the late racer Ron Keister of New
Berlin will honor his memory with
one of the biggest super late model
races in the history of the track at 7
p.m. Saturday, May 18. Keister was
a 28-year-old rookie in late model
competition in 1976 when he lost
his life in a racing accident at the
Snyder County oval. 

The Big Wrangler Ranch Ron
Keister Memorial will pay $11,000
to win the 52-lap A-Main out of
more than $40,000 in prize money
and contingencies. Time trials,
heats, and B-Mains will be the
qualifying format. The fast qualifier
will receive a $520 bonus with heat
and B-Main winners picking up
$110 bonuses. The hard charger in
the A-main will earn $520. 

“Ronʼs brother Randy contacted
us on behalf of the family about
doing a race to remember Ron,”
said speedway general manager
Steve Inch. “Itʼs an honor for all of
us to put together this race for one
of our sportʼs fallen heroes. The
generous contribution from the
Keister family will make this one of

the biggest—and most special—
late model races of the year.” 

Keister was a crew member on
former champion Paul Longʼs late
model team before his father Eu-
gene Keister fielded the No. 11 for
his rookie season. A standout kart
and snowmobile racer, Keister
showed early promise as a dirt
track racer until tragedy struck on
April 10, 1976. In the first late
model heat race that night his car
made contact with the outside
guardrail on the backstretch and
was then struck broadside by an-
other car, according to published
reports. 

Keister was a 1966 graduate of
Mifflinburg Area High School where
he was a star football player who
campaigned the No. 52 on his jer-
sey. He later enrolled and gradu-
ated from Penn State University in
1974 with a degree in architectural
engineering. At the time of his acci-
dent he was married and the father
of two children. 

Keisterʼs former numbers 11 and
52 will serve as tributes—$11,000
to win and 52 laps—on May 18 at
Selinsgrove Speedway.  The 360

sprint cars will also compete in a
25-lap main event. 

Keisterʼs brother Randy along
with Randyʼs wife Jody and son
Michael continue the familyʼs rac-
ing tradition as the owners of the
super late model No. 22 driven by
Herndonʼs Brett Schadel.  

For the latest news, results, and
race status, visit selinsgrovespeed-
way.com or follow us on Twitter and
Facebook.  The speedway office
can also be reached at
570.374.2266.

Purse for Big Wrangler Ranch
Ron Keister Memorial for Super
Late Models Saturday, May 18,
2019: 1) $11,000 2) $5,500 3)
$2,750 4) $1,400 5) $1,350 6)

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Ron Keister and his #11 racer in 1976 before his fatal crash. (KEIS-
TER FAMILY photo)



(Continued…)

$1,300 7) $1,250 8)
$1,200 9) $1,150 10)
$1,100 11) $1,050 12)
$1,000 13) $950 14)
$900 15) $850 16)
$800 17) $750 18)
$700 19) $650 20)
$600 21) $500 22)
$500 23) $500 24)
$500 PROVISIONAL
$500

Stafford Motor
Speedway

S T A F F O R D
SPRINGS, CT - Doug

Dunleavy, owner of Dunleavyʼs
Truck and Trailer Repair in Brook-
field, CT, has become synonymous
with modified racing thanks to his
support of teams and events.  Dun-
leavyʼs returns for a 5th consecu-
tive season, presenting first place
contingency award of $150 to each
SK Modified® feature winner and
$125 to each SK Light feature win-
ner.   Over the past four seasons,
Stafford SK Modified® and SK
Light drivers have taken home over
$11,000 in contingency awards
from Dunleavyʼs Truck and Trailer
Repair and drivers will have 22
more opportunities to collect bonus
money during the 2019 season.

“Iʼm pleased to be involved
again with Stafford Motor Speed-
way in 2019,” said Doug Dunleavy.
“Weʼve had great success in the
past with our support of Stafford
and the contingency bonuses help
keep all the drivers up on their
toes.  The modifieds are the most
unique division of cars that are out
there and they put on the best
show for sure.  I have a lot of fun at
Stafford.  For me, I canʼt really
sponsor just one guy so if I can
help an entire division, thatʼs what I
like to do.  Iʼm looking forward to
another exciting season.”

“Weʼre happy to partner with
Doug Dunleavy through the contin-
gency program for another sea-
son,” said Stafford General
Manager Mark Arute.  “Doug has a
passion and excitement for modi-
fied racing that shows in his sup-
port of the SK Modified® and SK
Light divisions.  Thanks to Doug
weʼve been able to come up with
some unique events and promo-
tions for our modified divisions.”

The 2018 season saw a total of
86 different drivers take to the track
behind the wheel of a modified with
42 different SK Modified® drivers
and 44 different SK Light drivers.
Each division had a total of 8 differ-
ent winners in 21 races, with Keith
Rocco leading the SK Modified®

division with 6 wins and Marcello
Rufrano leading the SK Light divi-
sion with 6 wins.  

“Itʼs great to have Dunleavyʼs
coming back as a contingency
sponsor along with all the other
contingency sponsors,” said
Rocco.  “It may not look like much,
but when you start to add them all
up, they help make a big difference
for us.”

“From a racerʼs perspective, it
means a lot coming from someone
like Doug who is as involved as he
is with modified racing,” said
Rufrano.  “I donʼt think thereʼs any-
one else who loves modifieds as
much as Doug.  Heʼs a true race
fan and heʼs a very giving man.  We
could definitely use more guys like
Doug in our sport.”

Other SK Modified® feature win-
ners from last season include Ron-
nie Williams and Michael
Christopher, Jr. with 4 wins each,
Eric Berndt with 3 wins, and Joey
Cipriano, Glen Reen, Chase Dowl-
ing, and Rowan Pennink with one
win each.  Joining Rufrano in the
SK Light winnerʼs circle last season
were Bryan Narducci with 5 wins,
Andrew Molleur with 4 wins, Mark
Bakaj with 2 wins, and Teddy
Hodgdon, Alexander Pearl, Joey
Ferrigno, and George Nocera, Jr.
each won a single race.

The first Dunleavyʼs Truck &
Trailer Repair contingency bonuses
of the 2019 season will be up for
grabs during Stafford Speedwayʼs
48th Annual NAPA Auto Parts
Spring Sizzler on April 27-28.  Tick-
ets for the “Greatest Race in the
History of Spring” are on sale now
by calling the Speedway Box Office
860-684-2783 or online
at www.staffordspeedway.com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Maybury Material Handling of East
Longmeadow, MA has renewed
their commitment to Staffordʼs con-
tingency program for the 2019
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries season.  For the fourth con-
secutive year, Maybury Material
Handling will supply a first place
bonus of $150 to each SK Modi-
fied® feature winner and a $125
bonus to each SK Light feature
winner.  

Maybury President John May-
buryʼs roots run deep in motor-
sports.  Maybury Material Handling
has been involved with Stafford
Speedway for over 4 decades.
Maybury ran L & R Enduro races
and also Late Model races as a
teammate and sponsor to Wade
Gagner.  Maybury and Gagner
teamed up to win the Late Model

Race of Champions feature at
Pocono Raceway back on Septem-
ber 16, 1990.  Maybury has since
been an active supporter in the
Wild Thing Kart Series, which is
promoted by Gagner.

“Itʼs kind of funny that my first
passion with racing was Late Mod-
els,” said Maybury.  “Weʼve been
involved at Stafford on and off
since the 80ʼs.  I ran some enduro
races and we sponsored Wade
Gagner in both the Late Model and
ProStock divisions.  We had a 3-car
team with Wade and I ran a few
Late Model races myself with not a
lot of success.  Since then, weʼve
moved on to sponsor Cam McDer-
mott when he ran SK Modifieds®
and SK Lights and weʼll be spon-
soring him again this season as he
moves into a Tour-Type car.  Also
for the 2019 season weʼre looking
into having some Maybury nights at
the track and having some cars on
display.”

Mayburyʼs contribution to the
contingency program brings the SK
Modified® feature winnerʼs share
up to $1,800 and it takes the SK
Light feature winnerʼs share up to
$600.  

Over the past three seasons,
Maybury has delivered over
$15,000 to SK Modified® and SK
Light drivers at Stafford.

“We love Stafford Speedway
and weʼre happy to be supporting
both of their modified divisions,”
said Maybury.  “Weʼre very im-
pressed with the caliber of drivers
in each modified division and we
enjoy when the drivers send us
thank you notes.  We appreciate
the drivers reaching out to us and
acknowledging the contingency
bonus.”

“John and his team at Maybury
Material Handling have been long-

time supporters of Stafford Speed-
way.  Weʼre happy to be associated
with a leader in the material han-
dling industry,” said Stafford
Speedway General Manager Mark
Arute.  “Itʼs thanks to great partners
like John and Maybury Material
Handling that weʼre able to provide
the contingency program and we
appreciate their continued support.”

Since 1976, Maybury Material
Handling has been designing, sup-
plying, and servicing a wide variety
of material handling equipment
throughout New England.  Maybury
provides customers from a wide
range of industries with solutions to
move, lift, and store their parts and
products.  Maybury has become
one of the largest and most suc-
cessful material handling compa-
nies in the Northeast with nearly
100 employees operating as a dis-
tributor for approximately 1,300
manufacturers.

The first Maybury Material Han-
dling contingency bonuses of the
2019 season will be up for grabs
during Stafford Speedwayʼs 48th
Annual NAPA Auto Parts Spring
Sizzler on April 27-28.  Tickets for
the “Greatest Race in the History of
Spring” are on sale now by calling
the Speedway Box Office 860-684-
2783 or online at www.stafford-
speedway.com.  Discount NAPA
Spring Sizzler tickets that include
access to the NAPA lunch buffet
will be available at participating
NAPA Auto Parts Stores starting
Monday, March 25.  For a full list of
participating locations throughout
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New
York, Rhode Island, and Vermont,
please call the speedway office or
point your web browser to
www.staffordmotorspeedway.com/
participating-napa-auto-parts-
stores.
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Opening night at Kingsport Speedway had Kres VaDyke winning
rhe Late Model portion of the program. (DREW HIERWARTER
photo)


