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There have been
a lot of reasons given
to explain NASCARʼs
continued decline in
television ratings and
attendance. While no-
body seems to have a
clear answer, one
thing is sure – the
sport has fallen and it
canʼt get up.

Some point to the
retirements of several
star drivers like Dale
Earnhardt Jr.,
Jeff Gordon,

Greg Biffle, Mark Martin,
Carl Edwards and Tony
Stewart. Others contend
NASCARʼs ever-changing
rulebook has left everyone,
including many in the
garage area, confounded.
And some believe racingʼs
zenith has come and gone,
much like the pet rock, flip phones
and the ice bucket challenge.

Maybe itʼs a schedule that in-
cludes too many main events in re-
gions where seasonal rain is more
prevalent. Or it could be a dramatic
decline in interesting storylines and
an increasing perception of political
correctness.

Or maybe itʼs all of that. And
more.

But hereʼs what we know so far
this year: Two teams – Joe Gibbs
Racing and Stewart-Haas Racing –
have combined to win eight of the
first 11 races. Makes you wonder
about all the rule changes to level
the playing field.

Concern turned to outright shock
at the season-opening Daytona
500. According to Nielsen Media
Research, overnight ratings for the
biggest stock-car race of the sea-
son dropped by 22 percent com-
pared to the 2017 race, 16 percent
from 2016 and 30 percent from
2015.

In fact, this yearʼs Daytona 500
had comparable ratings to the 2016
race at the Atlanta Motor Speed-
way.

Sundayʼs race at the Dover In-
ternational Speedway had a lot of
things that tend to make fans turn
the channel. It had rain that
prompted a 40-minute delay, while
race winner Kevin Harvick led a
total of 180 of 400 laps, including
the final 63.

And it was Harvickʼs fourth win
of the year. His SHR teammate
Clint Bowyer has a victory, while
JGRʼs Kyle Busch has won three
times.

In fact, his biggest obstacle was-
nʼt getting out front and staying
there. It was getting up front and
not doing anything stupid to give it
away.

“It's actually a lot harder, believe
it or not, because you don't want to
screw it up,” Harvick said. “I felt like
we had a really good car from the
time we unloaded, and I think you
could tell that from when we quali-
fied. That's usually not my strong
point, qualifying up here, and to be
able to qualify on the front row, we

had three great practices
and everything just kind of
fell into place, and when
they dropped the green
flag, it was definitely still
good.

“It was just one of
those weekends where
the car was spot�on from
the time we got here, and
the guys are just doing a

great job. Everybody is just so de-
tail oriented right now, and I feel like
we're playoff racing on a weekly
basis, and if you're going to win a
bunch of races, that's what you
have to do.”

Apparently, the people at the
controls now believe the decline is
more than a blip on the radar. Ac-
cording to Reuters, the France fam-
ily that owns and operates
NASCAR, are exploring the possi-
bility of selling it all while the getting
is still good.

NASCAR was founded in 1948
by Bill France Sr., and itʼs been in
the firm control of family since. But
as fans grow older, a younger gen-
eration and sponsors have turned
to other things for entertainment.
Just this year, Target pulled its
longtime deal with Chip Ganassi
Racing to focus more on soccer.

There are other things to con-
sider. The top-selling vehicles in the
U.S. last year were Fordʼs F-Series
trucks, while Toyotaʼs Rav 4 was
tops among SUVs. Both reported
increased sales compared to 2016.

The top-five top-sellers last year
were either trucks, SUVs or
crossovers, and that same group of
cars accounted for more than 55
percent of all sales.

The Toyota Camry was the top-
selling sedan in the country, but its
sales actually dropped from the
previous year.

Many tracks have accepted the
obvious by removing seats, adding
amenities and lowering ticket
prices.

But once the race starts, itʼs up
to the cars and drivers to keep the

paying customers interested – ei-
ther in person or on television.

“We have to put on a great
event,” Texas Motor Speedway
president Eddie Gossage said. 

“Itʼs why we do all the buildup
with the pre-race activities and
make it a major production be-
cause we canʼt affect what goes on
between the green and the check-
ered flag.”

Texas used to attract 180,000
fans during its heyday. In the past
few years, the speedway has re-
moved grandstand, only to struggle
to fill half of its remaining seats.

In 2008, attendance revenues at
Texas were $188 million. It dropped
to $90.6 million in 2016.

So, the question remains: How
does NASCAR fix it? The sanction-
ing body is open to ideas.
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Whatʼs to be Done?

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2 World of Outlaws 11-13
Monster Energy Cup 3 Circle of Champions 13
XFINITY 4 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 14
NCWTS 5 Midwest Sprint Cars 14
NASCAR Touring 7 ASCS 15-17
CARS Tour 8-9 OnTrack 18-20
ARCA/CRA 9 ShorTrack 21-25
P.A.S.S. 10

ON THE COVER:
BRIAN LAWDERMILK/GETTY IMAGES

Kevin Harvick races to the checkered flag at Dover International
Speedway in front of a spotty crowd at best. (MATT
THACKER/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
DOVER, DE – The

only thing that could
have stopped Kevin
Harvick on Sunday at
Dover International
Speedway was a sud-
den rainstorm.

And even that
failed.

Eight laps after
Sundayʼs AAA 400 restarted from a
rain delay of more than 40 minutes,
Harvick passed Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing teammate Clint Bowyer for the
lead and pulled away to win his
fourth race of the season by a
whopping 7.450 seconds.

All told, Harvick led 201 of the
400 laps, swept all three stages
and reestablished his No. 4 Ford as
the dominant car in the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series.

“Itʼs fun racing your teammate,”
said Harvick, who won for the sec-
ond time at the Monster Mile and
the 41st time in his career, break-
ing a tie with NASCAR Hall of
Famer Mark Martin and taking sole
possession of 18th all-time.

In fact, Harvick and Bowyer are

close enough to have ribbed each
other throughout the weekend.

“I'm thinking, oh, my gosh, I've
talked so much trash to him all
weekend, and he's already told me
that the karma train is going to run
me over when it started raining,”
Harvick quipped. “But we had a fun
weekend, just because when you
come to Dover, I feel like when you
come to Dover, I feel like Clint is
going to be one of the people that
you have to beat just because of
the fact that he's been so good for
so many years here. 

“To be able to race with Clint for
a win is    for me, like I told him, I
said, ʻIf I'm not going to win this
race today, you need to win this
race, so get up there and go after
it, because at that point we didn't
know what was going to happen
during the (final) pit stop (after the
rain). To be able to race with him is
a lot of fun, and I'd much rather
keep it within the house than racing
with somebody else.”

Bowyer was relegated to second
place after leading when NASCAR
red-flagged the race for rain after
320 laps. But the rain abated, the

track dried and Harvick made short
work of his teammate after the re-
sumption.

“If weʼd had a chance to adjust
our car in clean air…” Bowyer said.
“He (Harvick) had that luxury all
day long. I knew, man. (My car)
took off, and it was turning really,
really good. And it kind of needs to
be tight and work into that. I knew
when it took off as good as it did
and was rotating as good as it did
that I was in trouble.

“I just got way too loose. But itʼs
fun to be running like this again and
competitive and up front and in the
limelight.”

Daniel Suarez finished third, a
personal best on an oval track and
matching his career-best third-
place run last year at Watkins Glen.
Martin Truex Jr. came home third,
and Stewart-Haas driver Kurt
Busch ran fifth, placing three SHR
drivers in the top five in a race for
the first time in the organizationʼs
history.

Brad Keselowski, Denny Ham-
lin, Ryan Blaney, Jimmie Johnson
and Kyle Larson completed the top
10.

Larson won the pole on Friday
but didnʼt start there. When his car
failed pre-race inspection for the
third time on Sunday, car chief
David Bryant was ejected from the
track, and Larson was sent to the
rear for the start of the race, joining

Austin Dillon and Alex Bowman,
whose cars also were three-time
losers in the inspection process.

Larson spent the majority of the
race a lap down after drawing a
penalty for an uncontrolled tire on
a Lap 97 green-flag pit stop. The
driver of the No. 42 Chevrolet fi-
nally returned to the lead lap as the
beneficiary on Lap 272 but couldnʼt
fight his way through traffic late in
the race.

Series leader Kyle Busch exited
the race after the drive shaft on his
No. 18 Toyota broke on Lap 272,
causing the seventh caution of the
race. Though he finished 35th,
Busch retained the points lead by
22 over 13th-place finisher joey
Logano and by 40 over Harvick.

Notes: Harvickʼs victory broke a
winless streak for Ford drivers at
Dover dating to 2011, when Matt
Kenseth took the checkered flag for
Roush Fenway Racing… Though
Toyota drivers finished third and
fourth on Sunday, no Toyota driver
led a lap. Thatʼs the first time since
the February 2017 race at Atlanta
that a Toyota has failed to lead a
lap in a Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series event… Jimmie John-
son, an 11-time winner at the Mon-
ster Mile, failed to lead a lap at
Dover for only the third time since
the spring race of 2007. The seven-
time champion hasnʼt led a lap in
2018.
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Harvick Saves His Best

for a Rainy Day with
Victory at Dover

It is “selfie” time in Doverʼs victory lane as Kevin Harvick celebrates his fourth win of the season. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



DOVER, DE -
Justin Allgaier sur-
vived a breathtaking
last-gasp effort from
JR Motorsports team-
mate Elliott Sadler to
win Saturdayʼs One-
Main Financial 200
NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries race at Dover In-

ternational Speedway.
Allgaier led Sadler by less than

a car-length as the drivers entered
Turn 3 on the final circuit. Ahead of
Allgaier, the lapped car of Joe Ne-
mechek entered the corner low and
drifted up the track, forcing Allgair
to brake and run the middle lane at
the cost of considerable momen-
tum.

Sadler saw the opening and
drove underneath Allgaierʼs No. 7
Chevrolet as the cars negotiated
Turn 4. As they came off the corner
side by side, the cars touched.
Sadlerʼs No. 1 Chevy twitched
loose, and Allgaierʼs car slapped
the outside wall, but both drivers
maintained control, and Allgaier got
to the finish line .306 seconds
ahead of his teammate.

“I thought the 15 (Nemechek)
was going to run the bottom,” All-
gaier said. “I got on the brakes (in
Turn 3) and almost spun myself
out. That race—you couldnʼt ask for
anything better.

“Obviously, we got together
coming to the checkered flag, but I
expected that. He had to do what
he had to do, and we did what we
had to do.” 

The victory was Allgaierʼs first of

the season, his first at Dover and
the sixth of his career. The 31-year-
old was doubly rewarded, outduel-
ing Sadler for the $100,000 Xfinity
Dash 4 Cash bonus that goes to
the highest finisher among four eli-
gible drivers.

Allgaier is the 10th different win-

ner in 10 Xfinity races this season.
Dating to the 2017, the last 13
races in the series have been won
by 13 different drivers, tying a se-
ries record.

Sadler was understandably dis-
appointed with the results, given

the incentives he had for winning.
The veteran driver was going for
his third straight Dash 4 Cash
bonus, and the sponsor of his car,
OneMain Financial, was also the
entitlement sponsor of the race.

Problem was, Sadler couldnʼt
find a way around his teammate
without wrecking him.

“I was trying to figure out a way
to pass him,” Sadler said. “I knew if
I tried to get under him, Justin
would do a good job of holding me
down, so I was trying to figure out
how to create some momentum,
especially on the top side, but I
wanted to do it the clean way as

much as possible, too.
“On the last lap, going into Turn

3, I saw him roll the middle, so I just
rolled the bottom and stabbed the
gas and tried to get up under him,
but I got loose. If I had stayed in the

gas, I would have wrecked proba-
bly both of us pretty hard…

“Weʼve been too good all year
long not to have a checkered flag.
Iʼm heartbroken, to be honest with
you. This would have been a good
race to win for us, being the One-
Main Financial 200. Thatʼs hard to
swallow. My team gave me a car
good enough to win. Iʼve just got to
do a better job of closing out these
races.”

Daniel Hemric came home third,
spending the last lap hoping to
steal a victory if the JR Motorsports
teammates happened to wreck
each other.

“I was just trying to get myself in
the best possible position in case
they did run out of race track—and
they tried,” Hemric said.

Christopher Bell finished fourth
after starting from the rear after his
car failed to make it through pre-
qualifying inspection in time to
make a run in time trials. Tyler Red-
dick, who started from the back for
the same reason, came home fifth,
putting three JRM drivers in the top
five.

Running his first NASCAR Xfin-
ity Series race in four years,
Johnny Sauter ran sixth subbing for
suspended Spencer Gallagher.
Noah Gragson, Matt Tifft, Austin
Cindric and pole winner Brandon
Jones completed the top 10.

Sadler and Allgaier won the first
and second stages, respectively.
Sadler leaves Dover as the series
leader, 33 points ahead of Allgaier
in second and 38 in front of Red-
dick in third.
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s Justin Allgaier Holds
Off Elliott Sadler in

NASCAR Xfinity Race
at Dover

Justin Allgaier, driver of the #7 SiteOne Landscape Supply Chevrolet, poses with a check after winning
the Dash 4 Cash and the NASCAR Xfinity Series OneMain Financial 200 at Dover International Speed-
way. (MATT SULLIVAN/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Justin Aligaier waves to the fans after winning the OneMain Financial 200 Saturday afternoon. (JOHN
HARRELLSON/NKP photo)



DOVER, DE -
After what had hap-
pened moments ear-
lier, Johnny Sauterʼs
victory in a two-lap
overtime shootout
seemed almost rou-
tine by comparison.

Sauter, who
turned 40 on May 1, held off fellow
40-something Matt Crafton to win
Fridayʼs JEGS 200 NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series race
at Dover International Speedway—
but not until Sauter won an intense
struggle against pole winner Noah
Gragson, whose race ended on the
next-to-last lap of regulation when
his No. 18 Toyota backed hard into
the outside wall.

The victory was Sauterʼs second
straight at Dover, his second of the
season and the 19th of his career.
And it came during a bittersweet
week for GMS Racing, after
Spencer Gallagher, the son of team
owner Maury Gallagher, won his
first NASCAR Xfinity Series race at
Talladega and on Tuesday was
suspended indefinitely for a viola-
tion of NASCARʼs substance abuse
policy.

“Tough week for the Gallagher
family—this oneʼs for Spencer,”
Sauter said. “Heʼs a smart kid, and
heʼll get it right.”

Gragson grabbed the lead from
Sauter one circuit after a restart on
Lap 188 of a scheduled 200, but
Sauter wasnʼt finished. With six
laps left, Sauter got a strong run to
the outside, but Gragson cut him
off, and Sauterʼs No. 21 Chevrolet
tapped the wall.

“We had to work for this one
today,” Sauter said. “Noah, I had a
good run on him there, and he
squeezed me off. And I was like,
ʻHe just gave me the green light to
be aggressive.ʼ This was just hard
racing right there.”

The drivers were racing side-by-
side for the lead coming to the
white flag when Gragsonʼs attempt
to side-draft Sauterʼs Silverado
went awry. Gragson lost control
and crashed, destroying the rear
end of his Kyle Busch Motorsports
Tundra.

Gragson, who wonʼt turn 20 until
July 15, was disconsolate when he
left the infield care center after the

wreck.
“Iʼm really disappointed in my-

self,” he said. “Itʼs just a racing
deal. These things are so hard to
win, and I was so close to getting
my first win (of the season). I went
up to side-draft him and got pointed
to the inside wall and went up to
side-draft him again—and it was
just a racing deal.

“Not the way I try to race people.
I take full responsibility in that right
there. It was a hundred percent my
fault. Itʼs just unacceptable on my
part. Man, I was so close to win-
ning. All I can think about is just the
mistake I made. I really wanted to
get that monster (trophy). This is
such a bad-ass track, and not to be
able to get it done… Iʼm just dev-
astated.”

After Gragsonʼs wreck and sub-
sequent cleanup, the race restarted
on Lap 209. Crafton got an excel-
lent restart and held his own
against Sauter through the first two
corners but couldnʼt clear him.
Sauter then pulled out to a two car-
length lead and took the checkered
flag a lap later.

“We just did not have short-run
speed,” said the 41-year-old
Crafton. “For whatever reason, it
would just not fire off. I had a really
good restart there at the end, and I
moved him up as far as I could. I
was waiting for Stevie (Reeves),
the spotter to tell me, ʻClear, clear.ʼ
I knew I was close, real close.

“Johnny turned 40 this week, so
heʼs part of the old man crew, and
we got a lot of flak this week by
being the 40-year-olds, but the 40-
year-olds showed the kids how to
do it, I guess.”

One of those kids, 19-year-old
Justin Haley, ran a solid, consistent
third. David Gilliland came home
fourth in his second start of the
season, and Harrison Burton fin-
ished fifth. Cody Coughlin, Joe Ne-
mechek, Ben Rhodes, Jesse Little
and Todd Gilliland (Davidʼs son)
completed the top 10. 

Sauter extended his series lead
to 51 points over second-place
Rhodes and 58 over third-place
Gragson.
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Johnny Sauter Gets
Dramatic NASCAR
Truck Series Win

at Dover

Johnny Sauter is “pumped”
after winnint the JEGS 200 at
Dover. (BRIAN LAWDER-
MILK/GETTY IMAGES photo)





TUCSON, AZ -
Kody Vanderwal was
ecstatic and a little bit
shocked when he
pulled into Victory
Lane at Tucson
Speedway Saturday
evening following his
first career NASCAR
K&N Pro Series West
win.

A couple hours
later, he did it again.

The 17-year-old
from LaSalle, Col-

orado, swept the Port of Tucson
Twin 100s on the banked .375-mile
oval. After a rookie season with a
steep learning curve that saw him
pick up two top fives in 14 starts
and finish ninth in points, Vander-
wal signaled he was a champi-
onship contender in his sophomore
year with back-to-back victories.

They came in two entirely differ-
ent fashions.

In the first 100-lap championship
points race, he was out front for 89
laps. While most of the field played
the tire conservation game, Van-
derwal set a blistering pace — lap-
ping all but the top seven cars
before a caution on Lap 94 wiped
out his sizable lead and set up a
green-white-checkered finish.

After surrendering the lead to
Derek Thorn by a bumper on the
white flag, Vanderwal was able to
power off Turn 4 coming to the
checker and just nose out Thorn for
the victory.

Thornʼs teammate, Ryan Par-
tridge, finished third. Derek Kraus
was fourth, followed by former
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries Arizona champion Vanessa
Robinson in fifth.

Devin Dodson, making his se-
riesʼ debut, was sixth, while Cole
Rouse, Hailie Deegan, Will
Rodgers and Todd Souza rounded
out the top 10.

After teams were able to make
adjustments and reconsider strat-
egy for the second 100-lap event, it
was Partridge who was able to
jump out and lead 59 laps before
Thorn got by him. But Vanderwal
charged late.

After he couldnʼt make the pass
low, almost driving through the
grass in Turn 4, found the outside
groove in Turn 4 more to his liking
several laps later to sail by Thorn
with five to go.

Partridge was able to get by
Thorn for second but his final run at
Vanderwal fell .636 seconds short.

Rouse and Trevor Huddleston
finished fourth and fifth, respec-
tively. Robinson was sixth, followed
by Rodgers, Deegan, Dodson and
Norman. Kraus, who was penalized
for jumping the start early in the

race, was never able to make the
lap up and finished 11th.

When the dust cleared at Tuc-
son, Thorn emerged with the points
lead by three over Partridge and
five over Kraus. Rouse is just three
points behind him in fourth, and
Vanderwal moved up to fifth — only
nine back of Thorn.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series

will visit another bullring next, Or-
ange Show Speedway in San
Bernardino, California, for the Sun-
rise Ford 150 presented by NAPA
Auto Parts on Saturday, May 19.

The Port of Tucson Twin 150s
will air on NBCSN. The first race
will be Wednesday, May 9 at 6 p.m.
ET, while the second will air on
Thursday, May 10 at 6 p.m.
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Up In The Desert

Kody Vanderwal celebrates his first career NASCAR K&N Pro Series West win in the first of the Port of
Tucson Twin 100s Saturday night at Tucson (Ariz.) Speedway. (Chris Coduto/NASCAR via Getty Images
photo)



NEWTON, NC -
To say the Cloer Con-
struction 300 was a
wild affair at Hickory
Motor Speedway on
Saturday night would
have been an under-
statement. After nearly
a dozen laps of push-
ing, shoving, and
heated tempers, Chris

Dilbeck survived to capture his first
CARS Response Energy Tour win
in the super late model division,
while Bobby McCarty outran some
of the country's best racers to claim
his second career CARS Tour tri-
umph on the late model stock side. 

SUPER LATE MODEL RECAP:
Brandon Setzer captured the
Mahle Pistons Pole Award follow-
ing two rounds of Fivestar Bodies
Knockout Qualifying to earn the
right to start from the front row for
the 150-lap contest which opened
the Cloer Construction 300. Setzer
led the opening five circuits before
yielding the top spot to Chris Dil-
beck on lap 6.

For nearly 120 laps, drivers pa-
tiently swapped positions back and
forth on the .363-mile oval as the
laps slowly wound down. A spin by
Taylor Stricklin on lap 120 set the
stage for one of the most heart-
pounding sequence of events seen
at Hickory Motor Speedway in
decades. 

On the restart, Raphael Lessard
and Chris Dilbeck raced into the
first turn while trading paint with
one another until Dilbeck narrowly
emerged as the leader. He held
that spot despite heavy pressure
until Jake Crum and Tate Fogleman
got into a tussle on lap 139 which
brought out the caution flag yet
again. 

Soon after the restart, Brandon
Setzer muscled his way to the lead
by Dilbeck and Lessard on lap 143,
but the six-car pack of aggressively
racing drivers allowed Lessard to
slide into the lead just one lap later.
The other five drivers in the lead
battle continually pushed, shoved,
and nearly wrecked their cars over
the final half dozen circuits. 

Two weeks after a gut-wrench-
ing defeat at Orange County
Speedway, Brandon Setzer reeled
in Lessard after navigating the on-
track calamity just in time to at-
tempt a last-lap pass for the win.

He made contact with Lessard in
turn one, sending the Kyle Busch
Motorsports Toyota up the hill, al-
lowing him to take the lane and
scurry to the lead. Seconds later,
however, Lessard drove into turn
three to repay the favor and Setzer
spun in front of the field. Caution
quickly waved but not before Chan-
dler Smith nearly totaled his car in
the inside wall after making contact
with Lessard on a last-ditch effort to
race to the line for what he thought
was the finish.

With a green-white-checkered
restart on the docket, Lessard was
placed at the tail for his offense with
Setzer, leaving Chandler Smith and
Dilbeck on the front row. Again, the
top racers leaned on each other in
a highly physical race for the tro-
phy, resulting in Dilbeck leading the
field into turn three on the final cir-
cuit. Smith attempted to upset the
No. 9 of Dilbeck and was able to
move him, but the maneuver was
not enough to secure the victory as
a three-wide race to the checkered
flag resulted in Dilbeck's first career
CARS Response Energy Tour win.

"I didn't think it was going to hap-
pen because these kids, they don't
have to fix their own stuff and they

think it's okay to run over every-
body, but it got to 'em tonight," Dil-
beck said in Edelbrock Victory
Lane while looking at his upper
quarterpanel which was covered in
tire marks from a competitor's right
front tire who climbed over him just

moments before. "It was tough
there at the end and we struggled
for about five laps until we were
good to go, but I'm out of breath;
that's the hardest ten laps I've ever
driven I think. We had the best car.
That's why I was so frustrated. My
spotter and crew chief calmed me
down, said it would come back to
us, and it did. I was willing for them
to just lay over and not have to
fight, but I guess they wanted to
fight for it, so we fought." 

Although all of Dilbeck's battles
were fought on-track, other events
were transpiring behind him. Fol-
lowing the cooldown lap, Brandon
Setzer hastily emerged from his
racecar and sprinted the length of
the frontstretch to Raphael
Lessard's pit where a scuffle en-
sued. Drivers, crew members and
fans all engaged one another
briefly until order was restored.

Smith managed to hold on for
second, followed by Jared Fryar,
Anthony Cataldi and Tate Fogle-
man.

LATE MODEL STOCK RECAP:
For the second time in his career,
Ty Gibbs ran a lap quick enough to
place him on the Hedgecock Pole
Position following the late model
stock car version of Fivestar Bod-
ies Knockout Qualifying. The
teenage grandson of NASCAR
owner and Super Bowl winning 

(Continued Next Page)
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Escape as Winners

Following Wild CARS Tour
Night at Hickory

Chris Dilbeck celebrates in victory lane after a hard fought win at
Hickory Motor Speedway. (Glen Starek/CARS photo)

Bobby McCarty raced hard for the Late Model Stock win at Hickory
Motor Speedway. (Glen Starek/CARS photo)



SALEM, IN -
Corbin, Kentuckyʼs
Josh Brock is already
a big winner in life and
added to that joy by
getting his first ever
ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by JEGS
win in Saturday nightʼs
Aerco Heating & Cool-
ing 125 at Anderson

Speedway. In July of 2017 Brock
was leading the ARCA/CRA Super
Series Points standings and looked
to be on his way to a great rookie
season, when he had to quit racing
after being diagnosed with cancer.
Brock won that battle and was de-
clared cancer-free on January 1st,
and now can celebrate his first ever
Super Late model victory. 

“Wow this is great, the Kentucky
boy got the win,” remarked a very
happy Brock in victory lane. “What
happened last year, it just lit a fire
under this team, and it was hard,
you know.  Even at Nashville, we
came out strong, but we didnʼt get
the finish we wanted, even though
it was a top five and some people
dream of that.”

Brock added, “I want to thank
every one of my crew guys. My
mom and dad are watching this on
Speed 51.com TV right now. Travis
Sauter got this car tuned up, Chris
Wimmer back in the Carolinas,
every one of these guys in red t-
shirts worked their butts off during
the week.  And on top of that, this
isnʼt a rent a ride. This is our car.

We work Monday through Friday
and we come race on the week-
end!”

2017 ARCA/CRA Super Series
Champion and Senneker Perform-
ance Rookie of the Year Logan
Runyon took the early lead from his
pole starting position after EDCO
Welding Fast Qualifier Brock drew
a five for the inverted start. Runyon
led the first caution free 57 laps
until he made contact with Michael
Simko, the last car on the lead lap,
causing the events first yellow flag
and sending both those cars to the
pits for some minor repairs.

That incident handed the lead to
series rookie Carson Hocevar, who
led until lap 70, when Brock made

his winning pass on lap 71 to grab
the lead and earning the AR Bod-
ies Cool Move of the Race Award.
The win wouldnʼt come easy for
Brock who had to fight off chal-
lenges for the lead from rookie
Austin Kunert on several restarts
over the last half of the event, in-
cluding a restart with three laps to
go. 

Brock would keep the lead on
the lap 122 restart and hold off
Kunert to get the win. With the win
Brock claimed the $5,000 first
place money and earned an $800
bonus for the Team Construction
Clean Sweep Award and his team
was awarded the PitBoxes.com Pit
Crew of the Race Award for their
efforts in giving Brock a fast car all
weekend.

Also Brock became the first
driver to be locked into the Chase
Championship format if he com-
petes in at least 70% of the races
leading up to the final four Chase
events. Brock also earned a Road

to Bristol guaranteed starting posi-
tion for the U.S. Nationals at Bristol
Motor Speedway 100 lap Super
Late Model feature.

Kunert would come in second,
his best ever series finish and earn
the Senneker Performance Rookie
of the Race Award and the FLUI-
DYNE High Performance Cool
Under Pressure Award. Brett
Robinson came from his 10th place
starting position to finish in third.
Canadian Cayden Lapcevich fin-
ished in fourth. Kyle Crump came
from his 15th place starting position
to finish in fifth earning a Hoosier
Racing Tire Performance Award, as
well as the Hamner Racing En-
gines Hardcharger Award and the
Racing Electronics Hardcharger
Award.

The ARCA/CRA Super Series
will be in action next at the Short
Track U.S. Nationals at Bristol
Motor Speedway (TN) on May 18-
20. More information  is available at
www.cra-racing.com.

Continued…

football coach Joe
Gibbs led the opening
40 laps of the event
until former track
champion Austin Mc-
Daniel took the point
on lap 41.

McDaniel paced
the midportion of the
event through an as-
sortment of minor cau-
tions for spins and
similar issues. Soon
after a restart on lap
73, Craig Moore mo-
tored to the front of the
field and paced the

pack for the next 38 laps. 
Moore fended off challengeds

from McDaniel, Josh Berry, Tommy

Lemons and others through
restarts on lap 81, 86 and lap 95
before the final green flag of the
night flew on lap 117.

While Moore was racing for the
lead, point leader Bobby McCarty
quietly carved his way through the
top five and restarted fourth with
just over 30 laps to go. Soon after
the restart, he passed last August's
Hickory winner Justin Carroll and
set his sights on McDaniel and
Moore as they raced side by side
for the race lead. McCarty made
his maneuver look easy, gluing his
Toyota to the yellow line on the bot-
tom of the track and bypassing
both drivers within just a few cor-
ners to take control of the race on
lap 118.

McCarty withstood challenges
from Josh Berry, Tommy Lemons,

Lee Pulliam and Deac McCaskill to
claim his second win of the season
by nearly two seconds over and ex-
tended his advantage in the CARS
Response Energy Tour points. 

"That was tough," McCarty said
while leaning drenched in sweat in
Edelbrock Victory Lane.

"Those last 30 laps I gave it all I
had, I didn't have nothing left. I was
driving away but the 88 (Josh
Berry) was coming, and I definitely
wanted to make sure I was out
ahead of him so that in case he got
to second I could go ahead and get
gone. 

"I really have to thank all my
guys at Nelson Motorsports," he
continued. "We're family. This isn't
a business. This is personal. We
want to win races and we want to
do it together and we want to suc-

ceed as a team. I think that's what
makes our team so good is that it's
personal."

The CARS Tour resumes action
at Bristol Motor Speedway as part
of the US Short Track Nationals on
May 18-20, 2018. Following a visit
to Bristol, the tour's respective divi-
sions visit Anderson Motor Speed-
way (SLM) and Ace Speedway
(LMSC) on June 9.

For more information on the
CARS Tour, visit their website at
www.carsracingtour.com. Fresh
content and updates can also be
found on the series Facebook page
(@carstour), Twitter (@carstour),
Instagram (@cars_tour), Snapchat
(@carstour) and Youtube channel
(/carstour). The series Roku app is
also available for installation to see
live and on-demand events.
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Speedway in Getting

First Ever ARCA/CRA Super
Series Win

Josh Brock celebrates with his crew after racing his way to his first ever ARCA/CRA Super Series win
after taking the year off to beat a cancer diagnosis. (CRA photo)



EPPING, NH - De-
fending Pro All Stars
Series North Super
Late Model champion
Travis Benjamin of
Belfast, Maine nailed
down his first race vic-
tory of the season,
prevailing in a close
battle versus Reid
Lanpher to earn top

honors in Saturday night's Support
50 Legs 150 at Star Speedway in
Epping, New Hampshire.

Benjamin's paint-swapping bat-
tle with Lanpher was just the final
entertaining duel on the racy quar-
ter-mile oval for the lead.

The Weirs GMC-sponsored
racer turned back other challengers
during the 150-lapper, most notably
from Johnny Clark and Joe
Squeglia, Jr.

Clark, a six-time PASS North
Super Late Model champion,
looked like he had a shot at ending
his recent dry spell as he swapped
the early lead in the race. Squeglia,

a proven winner in many stock car
classes at Star Speedway, battled
Clark for the lead and was still rac-
ing with the top-five when he was
forced out of the event.

A long, paint-swapping battle for
supremacy in the closing laps
wildly entertained observers. Lan-
pher managed to inch ahead of
Benjamin briefly while racing in the
outside groove several times, but in
the end the veteran Petit Motor-
sports driver prevailed.

Joey Polewarczyk, Jr. of Hud-
son, New Hampshire made an im-
pressive charge into third position
late in the race. Polewarczyk came
out on top after racing hard against
Derek Ramstrom of Worcester,
Massachusetts.

Clark crossed the finish line in
fifth position. Two-time PASS North
Super Late Model champion DJ
Shaw, Derek Griffith, John Peters,
six-time champ Ben Rowe and
Glen Luce rounded out the top ten. 

The next PASS North Super
Late Model event is scheduled for

Sunday, May 20 at Oxford Plains
Speedway in Oxford, Maine.

For more information, call (207)
539-8865.

Seekonk To Crown
PASS Champion in

October
SEEKONK, MA - For the first

time since 2012, Pro All Star Series
Super Late Models will return to the
“Cement Palace” of Seekonk
Speedway in 2018.

A 150-lap main event has been
scheduled for Saturday, October
27, adding to an already impressive
lineup of racing that includes the Tri
Track Open Modified Series and
Late Models at the Massachusetts
oval. The race will also be the finale
for the PASS schedule, which
means the 2018 series champion
will be crowned following the
checkered flag.

“Weʼre really excited to get to
work with Wayne Darling of the Tri
Track Open Modified Series,” Tom
Mayberry, the president of PASS
said. “And, we are happy to return
to the “Cement Palace” to crown
the 2018 PASS North champion.”

Seekonk runs Super Late Mod-
els on a weekly basis as part of the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries, and in some of the most re-

cent PASS action at Seekonk, driv-
ers that run weekly seem to have
put together a stout effort. In  2011,
Johnny Clark found his way into
Victory Lane, while DJ Shaw won
the most recent event in 2012.

For Darling, who captured the
2017 Seekonk Pro Stock title in
dominating fashion, the opportunity
to race against PASS drivers pro-
vides him and other local competi-
tors a chance to defend the home
turf.

“I think itʼs pretty important (to
defend our home turf),” Darling
said. “Our cars are a lot closer to
their cars now, - over the last few
years the rule changes have made
our cars more competitive with
them.”

Among the outsiders coming in
with the PASS on that Saturday af-
ternoon will be Derek Griffith, who
has already seen his fair share of
success at the third-mile. In 2016,
Griffith came off turn four battling
for the lead on the final lap of the
SLM Nationals, but came up just
short in the end. Last year, he
charged through the field in the
second half of the 200-lap SLM Na-
tionals feature, capturing the
checkered flag and a smooth
$10,000 paycheck with it.

“When they brought this up to us
looking for some ideas, I was all for
it,” Griffith said. “I think my worst fin-
ish there is third, so we have a
great record. Iʼm looking forward to
going back, especially as the
championship race. To close out
the year at a place we know we are
really strong, we are going to go in
pretty confident.”

As the addition to the Tri Track
Open Modified Series “Haunted
Hundred”, a race which will crown
the Tri Track champion, PASS pro-
vides another opportunity for fans
to see multiple different styles of
cars in the same day.

With the open-wheel modifieds,
full-fendered SLMʼs and Late Mod-
els, fans will have the chance to
witness the finale of the New Eng-
land racing season.

The Tri Track race is scheduled
for 100 laps, while the Late Models
will run 60, and the PASS will run
150 circuits.

“Itʼs the last race of the year to
decide two championships,” Wayne
Darling, Managing Partner of the
Tri Track Series said. “Itʼs a Pro
Stock and a Modified show, and
both of them are ending their points
races. Itʼs a step in the right direc-
tion to make our show even better
for the fans.”

For more information fans can
visit www.seekonkspeedway.com
or www.proallstarseries.com.
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Travis Benjamin Prevails in
PASS North Super Late

Model Thriller at
Star Speedway

Travis Benjamin raced his way to his way to victory lane at Star Speedway for his first win of the sea-
son. (Norm Marx/PASS photo). 



SALINA, OK -
Brad Sweet landed in
Victory Lane for the
first time in 2018 with
the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car
Series, coming from
fifth to pass early
leader Donny Schatz
on Lap 5. Schatz, who
was searching for his
third straight win,
would hold on for sec-

ond with Daryn Pittman completing
the podium, continuing his recent
hot streak.

Oklahoma native Shane Stewart
won the Craftsman Club Dash,
earning the pole for the 30-lap Fea-
ture as the Kyle Larson Racing
team looked for their first win of the
season. Stewart took command of
the field down the backstretch, but
disaster struck as the Bixby, OK na-
tive got too high in turn three and
hit the tire on the outside of turn
four. Stewartʼs crew was able to
make repairs and tag the rear on
the complete restart.

Donny Schatz officially led the
opening lap with Brad Sweet
quickly asserting himself into the
runner-up position. Sweet, while
running a car-length higher than
Schatz, closed in and pulled even
with the nine-time Series Cham-
pion at the completion of Lap 4.
Sweet used the momentum to
shoot underneath Schatz and take
control down the backstretch to of-
ficially lead Lap 5.

Zach Chappell, a former Outlaw
regular who was making his first
winged 410 start in 11 years,
brought out the caution with 21
laps remaining, when he failed to
clear the racing surface after com-
ing to a stop. Sweet elected the
high line on the double-file restart
and continued to control the pace
with Schatz and Kerry Madsen in
tow.

As rubber became more promi-
nent on the racing surface, Sweet
was forced to follow lapped traffic,
allowing Schatz and company to
close in. Daryn Pittman continued
his charge forward from eighth to
take third from Kerry Madsen be-
fore the caution came out for Jason
Johnson, who blew a right rear tire
with seven laps to go.

Schatz tried to power around
Sweet by going a car-length higher
than the NAPA Auto Parts No.49,
but was unable to close in and set-

tled back in line. Sweet would go
on to take the checkered for the
first time this season by a margin of
1.064 seconds over Schatz.

“These guys have been giving
me great race cars all year, itʼs nice
to get the monkey off our back. Itʼs
never fun to win rubber races, but
we passed the best in the business
to do it,” Sweet said. “I canʼt thank
my guys enough. Weʼre back in
Victory Lane where we belong,
weʼll celebrate this one and try and
get on a roll here,” the Grass Val-
ley, CA native added.

When asked about the late
restart, Donny Schatz said, “I tried
to rip the top on the restart, but the
track was pretty locked down. We
did the best we could and tonight
that was second.” Schatz continues
to lead the Series Point Standings
in search for his 10th Series Cham-
pionship.

Daryn Pittman was in good spir-
its and his effort was good enough
to earn KSE Hard Charger honors.
“Weʼve had a good car for the last
few weeks, it has been a blast to
drive. The track changed a lot
throughout the night and Iʼm glad to
see the NAPA Racing team get
their first win of the year, I know
theyʼve been working hard,”
Pittman said. After the top three
crossed the finish line, Jason Sides
shredded a tire, bringing the race to
an official end.

Madsen, last yearʼs winner at
Salina, settled for fourth, his sec-
ond consecutive top-five finish with
the Outlaws with David Gravel
completing the top-five. Shane
Stewart charged back to finish
10th. The World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car Series continues its
40th Anniversary Season with its
first trip of the season to the historic
Eldora Speedway with the running
of the Letʼs Race Two programs
with USAC on Friday, May 12 and
Saturday, May 13, before hauling
back to Indiana for the third-attempt
at Tri-State Speedway in Haub-
stadt, IN. If you canʼt make it to the
track, be sure to watch all the ac-
tion LIVE on DIRTVision.com.

Schatz Tames Lake
Ozark for Sixth Win of

Season
ELDON, MO - Donny Schatz

survived an early Shark (Racing)
attack to capture his sixth World of
Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-

ries triumph of the season in the
Series first visit to Lake Ozark in 11
years. David Gravel finished sec-
ond with Kerry Madsen coming for-
ward to complete the podium.

Shark Racingʼs Jacob Allen won
the Craftsman Club Dash, earning
the pole for the 40-lap Feature
alongside his teammate Logan
Schuchart. Allen and Schuchart
would exchange slide jobs multiple
times out front of the Dash and on
the opening few circuits of the Fea-
ture.

For the second time in his ca-
reer, Allen would lead the opening
lap of competition. Third-starting
Donny Schatz began making the
bottom work as he closed in and
surpassed Schuchart for second on
the fifth circuit. Two laps later,
Schatz was knocking on the door
of Allen, who went low to block
Schatz to no avail as the nine-time
Champion powered around the
Shark Racing No.1A off of turn four
to lead Lap 7.

Schatz began working traffic
through the middle of the speed-
way and Allen actually closed back
in running a car length higher but
was unable to get back the top po-
sition. A slight bobble by Allen al-
lowed Schuchart to take the
runner-up position on Lap 14.

David Gravel continued his
charge forward and secured sec-
ond from Schuchart just as the first
caution flew for the first time on Lap
26 for Daryn Pittman.

The caution cleared Donny
Schatz of heavy traffic but allowed
Gravel to start beside him. Two
laps later, while battling for the third
position, Logan Schuchart and
10th-starting Spencer Bayston,
who set a new Lake Ozark track
record in Qualifying, made heavy
contact, ending the latterʼs evening
with a damaged front axle.
Schuchart would restart, but with
significant wing damage that would

hinder his handling around the
tight-quartered racing surface.

Schatz powered away on the
restart with Gravel commanding
second, but the big mover on the
restart was Kerry Madsen who
surged into third. Donny Schatz
cleared traffic once again and went
on to win by 1.495 seconds. It was
Schatzʼ first career win at Lake
Ozark, sixth triumph of the season
and 267th career victory with the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series.

When asked about the thrill of
winning at a new race track Schatz
said, “Itʼs awesome to win any-
where with the World of Outlaws,
let alone for the first time a track. I
donʼt remember being here in
2007, but I remember being here
tonight. Hats off to this race team.
Itʼs a lot of fun to race with guys that
you have a special bond with.”

Coming off an 18-win season, a
single win as the calendar turns to
May could be viewed as a little bit
of a disappointment for Gravel and
CJB Motorsports, but they seem to
have turned the corner lately.
“Weʼve been battling a lot of stuff
here to start the year off. We had a
really good car, but were never re-
ally the same after that caution. We
were close tonight, weʼll move on to
Salina tomorrow,” Gravel said.

It was a season-best podium fin-
ish for Kerry Madsen, who ac-
knowledged his excellent restart on
Lap 28.

Shane Stewart and Jason John-
son completed the top five. Daryn
Pittman bounced back and charged
to seventh in the final 14 laps after
bringing out the caution. Schuchart
limped to a 10th place finish, with
his teammate and early leader
Allen settling for 11th. The KSE
Hard Charger honors went to Kraig
Kinser, who recovered from an in-
cident in his Heat Race to charge
from 21st to 12th.
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s Brad Sweet Scores First
Win of Season at Salina

Highbanks

Brad Sweet raced his way to his first WoO Late Model win of the
season, scoring a victory at Salina Highbanks. (Paul Arch photo)



SENOIA, GA -
Chris Madden
wheeled his way to
victory at Senoia
Raceway for the 4th
annual Billy Clanton
Classic. The Gray
Court, SC driver col-
lected his second
World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model
Series win of the sea-
son.

“Man, what an awesome place
and what an awesome race to
come and win,” said Madden. “Me
and Shane [Clanton] are like best
friends out on this tour and he has
been so kind to me, him and his
family. I just want to thank him from
the bottom of our hearts for this
race. It means a lot to me.”

The fourth annual Billy Clanton
Classic honors Shane Clanton's
late father Billy Clanton and his
contributions to racing. The Geor-
gia Automobile Racing Hall of
Fame Association was in atten-
dance at Senoia in support of Billy
who was inducted in 2015. The As-
sociation presented a special tro-
phy in Victory Lane in respect to the
event, a black-metal hand painted
pedal car with the No. 25 on the
side and the past event winners on
the hood (Shane 2015, 2016 and
Sheppard 2017).

Madden and his No. 44 Barry
Wright Race Cars House Car team
swept the night by setting fast time,
claiming his heat win, drawing the
pole position and leading all 50 laps
of a thrilling feature on Senoiaʼs
“gray gumbo” 3/8-mile bullring.

“We were trying to hit our cor-
ners at the right time,” said Mad-
den. “We were just a little bit snug
there and went a little bit too far on
my adjustment tonight. We had a
great race car. I want to thank all of
these guys and all of my sponsors
who are supporting me... I want to
thank Barry [Wright] after Lavonia
we got back to the shop at like 4 in
the morning and Barry stayed out
there. He went to bed at 10 o'clock
so he was working on the car all
night and all morning. You won't
find many people his age putting in
the effort that he does to make this
thing go fast."

Madden held off charges from a
heated battle for second between
Mike Marlar, Shane Clanton, Bran-
don Overton. On lap 21, Michael
Page inserted himself into the mix

for a podium position from a 14th
starting spot in the feature. Just five
laps later, Page completed the
pass by Marlar for second. Page
worked relentlessly to reel in race
long leader Madden but was never
able to pull the trigger to make the
pass.

“I thought I was going to catch
him there for a minute but then
every time that I did, I would just
miss it a little bit, was just a little bit
off… We are going to get us [a
World of Outlaws win] itʼs just going
to take a little time. We are knock-
ing on the door.”

Dale McDowell also made an
impressive run to the podium from
17th. With less than five laps to go
in the 50-lap event, Marlar surren-
dered the final podium position to
McDowell.

“I was just talking about how
racy this place was and I guess
how I shouldʼve qualified better,”
said McDowell. “Hats off to all the
guys who get the track ready. It
was a lot of fun I just wish we had
some more laps so we couldʼve
raced with those guys.”

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series heads to Fayet-
teville Speedway for the inaugural
First in Flight 100 on May 11-12
paying $25,001-to-win and $2,000-
to-start. This is the biggest payout
for an event in the tracks 50-year
history.

Mike Marlar Tames
Cherokee Speedway
GAFFNEY, SC - Mike Marlar

claimed his first World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late Model Series win
of the 2018 season on Friday at
Cherokee Speedway in front of a
full house. The Winfield Warrior led
all 50-laps of the Craftsman Club
Feature en route to a $10,000 pay-
day.

“Getting that first win behind you
is a big thing. Itʼs a confidence
booster and lets you know youʼre
doing the right things,” said Marlar
in Victory Lane. “Ronny Delk, my
car owner, man, he just an awe-
some guy. He gives me really good
equipment. Iʼd like to thank [my
crew guys] Josh Davis and Jerry
Spruce and my wife Stacey at
home, she is usually here. Those
guys worked their tails off this
week. Up at Brucebilt, we built us a
new car. Itʼs been a lot of hard work
this week and we were fortunate to

get to the front.”
Marlar held off charges from fel-

low World of Outlaws' power-
houses Shane Clanton, Chris
Madden and Brandon Overton. The
closest threat for the lead was on
lap 34 by a hard-charging Overton
on the high-side.

Overton erased Marlarʼs one-
second lead in just one lap. After
passing for the lead, a caution fell
so the lap was not completed. Mar-
lar was back in the lead position for
the restart and Overton resumed
second ahead of Madden. Just two
laps later, Overton suffered from a
flat right-rear tire and finished 14th.

“Well, I was sure glad for [that
caution],” said Marlar. “I lost one
like that at Volusia early in the year
so I hate it for him. I guess, but I
donʼt know, he might have had a
softer tire or something because he
could get out there in the crumbs,
and all of the guys on the harder
stuff I think we were pretty commit-
ted to hugging that inside wall. For-
tunate for me, that caution came
out and then I kind of knew what to
do and the track had widened out a
little bit so I was pretty much home
free then.”

Marlar finished nearly three-and-
a-half-seconds ahead of a close
battle for second between Clanton
and Madden. The pair finished
0.022 seconds apart. Although
Clanton has not scored a win yet
this season, he has collected three
second-place finishes of the last
five Series races.

“We were trying to get up there
and race with Marlar,” said Clanton.
“He took off that last caution. We
were keeping up with him early but
our car is pretty good and hopefully
tomorrow weʼll be better. Anytime
you can get top-fives the wins will
start coming so hopefully we can
just keep doing what weʼre doing
and the wins will come.”

Hometown favorite Madden col-
lected his seventh podium finish of
eight World of Outlaws events

which places him back on top in the
point standings but the battle is
tight. Madden leads Marlar in sec-
ond by 22 points, Sheppard in third
by 36 points, and Clanton in fourth
by 40 points.

“We had a great racecar earlier
in the night and we just missed our
adjustments earlier in the feature
and wound up with a third-place car
instead of a winning race car,” said
Madden. “Weʼll take it as long as
we keep being consistent and run-
ning in the top-three we will get our
wins. We kind of feel like we let one
slip away here tonight.”

Brandon Sheppard
Bags His Third Series
Win of 2018 at Lavonia

LAVONIA, GA - Brandon Shep-
pard led flag-to-flag in front of a
packed house at Lavonia Speed-
way to claim his third World of Out-
laws Craftsman Late Model Series
feature win of the 2018 season.

The New Berlin, Ill. driver en-
tered the event at Lavonia 40-
points behind Chris Madden in the
Series point standings. Unfortu-
nately for Madden, on the half-way
mark of the feature he suffered
from a broken rear end which took
him out of the remainder of the
race. Sheppard and Madden are
now tied for first in the point stand-
ings with 986 points.

“Thereʼs a lot of ups and downs
in this sport and I had some bad
luck last week. Madden had some
bad luck this week. Itʼs going to be
tight for a long time Iʼd say,” said
Sheppard. “We wonʼt get spread
out until well past mid-season. Itʼs
still early and we just have to keep
working hard and digging. We want
to win every night so as long as we
can do that or come close, then
weʼll be alright in the end.”

“We are really fortunate this
year. Weʼve been really good. I
guess weʼre headed towards where 

(Continued Next Page)
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Second Win of Season at
Senoia Raceway

Chris Madden raced his way to victory lane at Senoia Raceway for
the annual Billy Clanton Classic. (Paul Arch photo)



HARTFORD, OH -
Although close during
recent competition,
finishing second to
Lance Dewease dur-
ing the annual Keith
Kauffman Classic at
Port Royal (Pa.)
Speedway, Clute,
Texas' Aaron Reutzel
was never an All Star

Circuit of Champions winner. That
statistic changed Saturday evening
as Reutzel dominated main event
competition at Sharon Speedway
to claim the inaugural “Buckeye
Cup,” ultimately leading all 30 cir-
cuits around the Hartford, 3/8-mile
oval to earn the $5,000 payday, as
well as a first-ever Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 main event vic-
tory.

In addition, the “Buckeye Cup”
triumph propelled Reutzel to the
top of the All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions driver standings, now holding
a ten-point advantage over the
“Wild Child” Jac Haudenschild.

Fourth-starting Carson Macedo
chased Reutzel to the final check-
ers, followed by Jac Haudenschild,
Parker Price-Miller, and Tony Stew-
art.

“I could see my crew guy in turn
one telling me that I had a huge
lead. I've never laughed racing, but
to see that big guy motion to me
that I was clear was pretty funny,”
Aaron Reutzel said, driver of the

Baughman-Reutzel Motor-
sports/Folkens Brothers Truck-
ing/No. 87 sprint car. “We've been
close with the All Stars a few times,
so to get a win now kinda puts
some stress behind us. Now we
have the rest of the year to enjoy
and try to win more.”

Starting from the pole position
by way of dash victory, Reutzel's
campaign at the front of the field
was only put to the test once. A
caution on lap six, followed by red
flag conditions as the result of a
multi-car incident on the ensuing
restart, forced the field to be
bunched back together.

Despite being tailed during the
single-file restart by Lemoore, Cal-
ifornia's Carson Macedo, and
three-time NASCAR Cup cham-
pion, Tony Stewart, Reutzel never
faltered, wasting little time returning
to a commanding lead that in-
creased to nearly three seconds by
lap ten.

Even during periods of heavy
traffic, which came into play as
early as lap 11, Reutzel maintained
complete control, utilizing the ultra-
thin cushion that lined the very
outer rim of the speedway.
Reutzel's lead increased to nearly
six seconds by lap 25, eventually
crossing under the final checkers
by a margin of victory equalling 5.3
seconds.

Despite Reutzel's commanding
performance at the front of the field,
plenty of action was unfolding be-

hind for former ASCS national
champion that included an impres-
sive hard charge by Jac Hauden-
schild to finish third after starting
16th. Kokomo, Indiana's Parker
Price-Miller was also making
moves during the 30-lapper, bat-
tling ahead ten positions to earn his
second top-five performance of the
2018 season against the All Star
Circuit of Champions.

“We are having a lot of fun right
now. To be fast like this right out of
the box is unbelievable,” Reutzel
continued. “We put this team to-
gether on December 20th. When
you surround yourself with great
people like I do, anything is possi-
ble. Things are going great right
now. I'm pretty blessed to be in this
spot.”

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions presented by Mobil 1
will take a weekend off before re-
turning to competition on Saturday
and Sunday, May 19-20, with a pair
of visits in the Badger State. Invad-
ing Plymouth Dirt Track-Sheybo-
gan County Fairgrounds and Angell

Park Speedway, respectively, the
All Star Circuit of Champions will
challenge the IRA Outlaw Sprint
Series during their weekend tour of
Wisconsin; the first and only Wis-
consin visit for Tony Stewart's All
Stars in 2018.

Those seeking additional news
and notes regarding the upcoming
starts in the Badger State should
visit each facility live on the Web at
http://www.plymouthdtr.com/ and
http://www.angellparkspeedway.net.

Heavy Rain Forces All
Stars to Postpone
Lernerville Until
Friday, June 1

SARVER, PA - A strong band of
thunderstorms appearing just be-
fore hot laps forced Arctic Cat All
Star presented by Mobil 1 and
Lernerville Speedway officials to
postpone Friday's appearance until
Friday, June 1. The storm system
rolled into Sarver, Pa, just after 6
p.m. leaving Lernerville Speedway
heavily saturated.

Continued…

we were last year,”
continued Sheppard.”
You know, this is what
itʼs all about. Thereʼs
ups and thereʼs downs
in racing week-in and
week-out and we have
to keep hanging no
matter what happens.”

Sheppard started
on the outside of pole
sitter Devin Moran for
the 50-lap event.

On the first lap,
the Rocket1 Racing
driver commanded the
lead. Lap-one had

three separate cautions occur but
Sheppard was able to defend the
top spot during the restarts. Two
additional cautions happened later

in the feature, on lap four and lap
25, and although it erased the
ground Sheppard had created over
the field, he was never seriously
challenged for the position either
time.

“Lapped traffic was tricky,” said
Sheppard. “I was trying to move
around there and see where I could
and couldnʼt go. It just depended
on how low the guy was getting in
front of me and how much dust he
was throwing up. I could run high
two laps and the third lap it would
be cleaned up enough and I could
make a good one then the next
time I come around it was dirty
again. I have to thank all of these
fans for coming out. Itʼs a Thursday
night and Iʼm sure a lot of people
took off work to come here. Itʼs cool
to be able to race in front of a big
crowd at a track that Iʼve never

been to before.”
Mike Marlar claimed the second

position from Moran during the lap
25 restart. The driver of Winfield,
TN maneuvered from fourth to sec-
ond in just one lap.

The closest distance between
Sheppard and Marlar was 0.512
seconds with only seven laps re-
maining yet, once again, Sheppard
was able to escape the charge.

“Brandon was good,” said Mar-
lar. “I had a few strong points but he
could really enter wide and turn
back left really nice. You know, this
week we built us a new car. I have
to thank Josh and Jerry. We started
on Sunday with a frame so I have a
really awesome crew… We strug-
gled a little bit there for a week or
two we were running an old car and
itʼs been really good. It had 90-
something races and won a bunch

of them with it. But you know,
everybody has new brooms right
now and theyʼre sweeping a little
better.”

Moran settled for third after hav-
ing a fast car all night. The 2017
Rookie of the Year was the PFC
Brakes Fast Time Award winner,
won his heat, and started on the
pole. Moran has collected two third-
place finishes this season.

“We still didnʼt get that win that
we were looking for,” said Moran.
“We were really good in qualifying
and in the heat race but we were
decent for the feature for the track
conditions. We struggled so bad
there a couple weeks ago but if we
keep doing these podium finishes
weʼll stay up front. I just want to say
thanks to all the fans for coming
out. There was an awesome crowd
for a Thursday night.”
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Inaugural Buckeye Cup at
Sharon Speedway for

First-Ever All Star Victory 

Aaron Reutzel claimed the Buckeye Cup at Sharon Speedway for
his first ever All Star Sprints victory. (Paul Arch photo)
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TAZEWELL, TN -
The fastest car doesn't
always win the race
and that was the case
in the Toyota Knoxville
50 on Friday night at
Tazewell Speedway. 

Jonathan Daven-
port inherited the lead
when Jimmy Owens
left the race on lap 46
with terminal issues.
Davenport then held
off a hard-charging
Tim McCreadie for his

fifth series win of the season. Mc-
Creadie finished a close second,
with Don O'Neal coming home in
third. Dennis Erb Jr. and Earl Pear-
son Jr. rounded out the top five.

Owens bolted to the lead at the
start of the event and dominated
much of the race in the Ramirez
Motorsports entry. He led by almost
a straightaway on several occa-
sions as Davenport and McCreadie
battled for second.

No one appeared to have any-
thing for Owens, who was looking
for the sixth Toyota Knoxville 50 win
of his career. Unfortunately, with
four laps to go Owens retreated to
the pits off turn four in a cloud of
smoke. McCreadie pressured Dav-
enport in the final laps, but Daven-
port held on for first Tazewell
Speedway victory since his record-
setting 2015 season.

"I hate for anybody to have any
bad luck, especially when you are
leading. We were running second
there at the end, early on I don't
know if I could have gotten by Josh
Richards or Jimmy Owens."
Richards pulled out of the race on

lap 18 while running second to
Owens.

"I don't know how much Jimmy
was saving. This place is so fast.
The top went away, and the bottom
was coming back in at the end.
Man, I love this place. I didn't see
anything coming from the 20 car. I
thought he had a tire going down or
something. Josh was smoking for
several laps there early on. Man, it
was heartbreak for those two. We
will take it, it was a good points
night for us."

"Thanks to Lance Landers for
putting together this wonderful race
team. The sky is the limit. The first
time I ever came here I loved it.

This place is so unique. There is
nothing like it. I wish we could
come back here two or three
times."

McCreadie's Sweeteners Plus,
Longhorn maintained for a solid
podium finish. "We had a good race
there with JD. He [Davenport] got
by me and then I was pinned in the
middle. We just didn't get any
breaks tonight. We had a good
enough car to win. This is my best
run here, so I am happy. "

O'Neal in the Peak Antifreeze
and Coolant, Club 29 reached the
podium again with his third-place
run. "It was a good solid run for us.
Man, I thought I had something for
them. We were a little too free. It
was a good points night for us. We
will head to Florence tomorrow
where we have had a lot of success

in the past."
Completing the top ten were

Hudson O'Neal, Eric Wells, Mason
Zeigler, Chad Ogle, and Jason
Jameson.

Steady Rain
Postpones Ralph
Latham Memorial

UNION, KY - Steady rain
throughout the morning and contin-
uing into the afternoon has forced
the postponement of tonight's 32nd
Annual Ralph Latham Memorial at
Florence Speedway until Wednes-
day, August 8.

Advanced tickets to the 32nd
Ralph Latham Memorial will be
honored on Wednesday, August 8.
For more information, visit:
www.florencespeedway.com.
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Victory for Davenport

GAS CITY, IN -
“Friday Night Fury” at
Gas City I-69 Speed-
way was just that!

A yellow flag with
just four laps to go
gave Kevin Thomas
Jr. the opportunity he
needed to capture his
second Midwest
Sprint Car Series vic-
tory of the season. It
was his tenth all time

feature win with the series. The
Cullman, AL, driver is only the sev-
enth driver to enter the MSCS dou-

ble digit win column. The victory
was also his second in a row with
the series this season.

Brady Bacon appeared to have
the 30 lap feature wrapped up. The
race continued lap after lap without
interference. He had built up a
straightaway lead. The green flag
stayed out until fast qualifier Chase
Stockon and Joe Stornetta Jr. spun
to a stop in turn four.

The field regrouped for the
restart. It was Fury time! Thomas
challenged on the high side first
and then completed the pass diving
down low the next lap. Bacon re-

sisted but crossed the line a .574
second behind the new leader and
ultimate winner.

Thomas was wheeling the Dool-
ing Hayward Motosports number
63 DRC.

Shane Cottle, Clinton Boyles,
and Thomas Meseraull finished
third, fourth, and fifth as the result
of a race long battle for a top five
spot. Carson Short led the second
five to the finish line. After starting
19th Short improved 13 spots to be
named the Keizer Aluminum
Wheels Hard Charger of the Race.
Robert Ballou, Isaac Chapple, C.J.
Leary, and Chase Stockon rounded
out the top ten. Stockon managed
a top ten finish despite a necessary
trip to the work area in the pits.
Eleventh place and the Wilwood
Tuff Brakes Award went to Brandon

Mattox.
The three heat races were pre-

liminary victories for Clinton Boyles,
Brady Bacon, and Kevin Thomas
Jr. No B Main was needed. The A
Main win allowed Kevin Thomas Jr.
to protect and build upon his
Hoosier Tire Midwest Sprint Car
Series points lead.

The 2018 campaign will con-
tinue when the series returns to Tri-
State Speedway for the “Midwest
Madness” show scheduled for Sat-
urday May 12th. The MSCS Sprints
will share this program with the
MOWA Wing Sprints. It should be
an exciting night and a great prel-
ude to Sunday nightʼs rain date for
the World of Outlaws to return to
Haubstadt. “Midwest Madness”
and a second night of Outlaw rac-
ing beckons avid sprint car fans.
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Second MSCS Victory at

Gas City

Jonathan Davenport inherited the lead from Jimmy Owens and held off Tim McCreadie to race his way
to victory lane at Tazwell Speedway. (Michael Moats photo)



SELINSGROVE,
PA - Becoming the
141st winner with the
Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by Saw-
blade.com, three-time
Selinsgrove Speed-
way track champion,
Blane Heimbach, put
on a dominating per-

formance to pocket $5,000, plus a
$500 bonus thanks to Mach1
Chassis, at Selinsgrove Speedway
on Saturday night.

Beating the rain by minutes to
wrap up the 11 Oaks Farm Battle of
the Groves, Heimbach was greeted
by roaring applause as he exited
his car on the front stretch. An emo-
tional moment for Blane, the driver
of the Goff Racing No. 12 choked
back tears when he addressed the
crowd and dedicated the race to his
friend, Craig Vanhorn.

"That race meant more to me
than anyone here will know. I lost a
crew member that has been with
me since I started, and this is the
first Sprint Car race I've won with-
out him here. I'm not easy to work
with or for, but I've had a group of
guys that have helped me for a
long time, and this winter just
seemed like it was trial after trial
with people having health issues,
then losing one of my best guys,
we've just started piecing together
a new crew," stated Blane.

"After working with somebody
for 20 years, you don't even have
to really talk. He knows what you
want, and you know what he's
going to do so working through
that, it's been troublesome at times.
I really took for granted over the
years how good I had it and this
just makes me appreciate what
they've done, and how long they've
been with me."

Earning the front row with pole
sitter, Seth Bergman, through the
Heat/Qualifier format, Heimbach
jetted into the lead through the first
and second turns as Seth was left
to fend off Trey Starks. Unable to
hold off the charge of the Textron
Off-Road No. 44s, the caution gave
the Washington native a shot at the
lead on Lap 3 but was unable to
mount the charge.

Working into slower traffic by the
10th revolution, the Mach1 Chassis
No. 12 slipped past the backmark-

ers with ease. Opening to nearly
three seconds over Starks, the No.
44s was able to chip away to bring
the advantage to 1.967 seconds at
the drop of the checkered flag.

Starks best career finish with the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by Sawblade.com,
the Champion Brands No. 44s was
joined on the podium by Davie
Franek, who raced through the field
from 10th. Posting his seventh top-
five finish in just as many starts with
the National Tour, Mark Smith
crossed fourth in the Mach1 Chas-
sis No. M1. Slipping back from the
pole, Seth Bergman completed the
top-five and reclaimed the top spot
in the Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented by Saw-
blade.com driver standings.

Derek Locke in sixth was fol-
lowed by Roger Crockett. Moving
up from 12th, Scott Bogucki fin-
ished eighth with J.J. Grasso ad-
vancing nine positions to pick up
the CP-Carrillo Hard Charger of the
Night. Blake Hahn rounded out the
night's top-ten.

A field of 41 drivers on hand
dropped into five Heat Races with
Ryan Kissinger, Seth Bergman,
Mark Smith, Blake Heimbach, and
Mike Walter grabbing wins. Three
Hoosier Tire Qualifiers were won by
Robbie Stillwaggon, Roger Crock-
ett, and Eddie Strada. A pair of
BMRS B-Mains went to Ryan
Smith and J.J. Grasso. One point
based provisional was used by
Skylar Gee. A promoters provi-
sional was awarded by Chad Lay-
ton.

The Lucas Oil American Sprint

Car Series presented by Saw-
blade.com returns to competition
with another new facility on the
lineup at Humboldt Speedway in
Humboldt, Kan. on Wednesday,
May 9, followed by the return to
Lakeside Speedway on Thursday,
May 10 for the McCarthy Auto
Group KC Klassic.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up the over 150 across the
ASCS Nation in 2018, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com,
follow on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Hodnett Masters
Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series at

Williams Grove
MECHANICSBURG, PA -

Wheeling the Trone Outdoor No.
27 to a $4,000 score with the Lucas
Oil American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by Sawblade.com, Pennsyl-

vania's Greg Hodnett dominated
the 11 Oaks Farm Battle of the
Groves at Williams Grove Speed-
way.

"Anytime we can win at this point
is great for us," chuckled Hodnett.
"We've been struggling this year so
it's great anytime we can come out
and compete. These guys are the
best of the best in this type of rac-
ing. Mark [Smith] can go anywhere
and win, and guys like Sam [Hafer-
tepe] being a past champion, he's
excellent so I'm just proud of this
team."

The fifth winner in just as many
events in 2018, Hodnett earned the
FSR Radiator and Racing Products
High Point Driver of the Night
through the combination
Heat/Qualifier format to position
himself on the pole of Saturday's
25-lap A-Feature.

"We were lucky enough to posi-
tion ourselves up front and take ad-
vantage of it and that was huge
with the rubber coming in towards
the end where there wasn't much
passing. Everything went our way
with this car just because we never
got into traffic because of the yel-
lows. Every time we came up on
something, I would like it was going
to get hairy because I didn't know
what I was going to do, but every-
thing just fell into place."

Working to slower traffic on Lap
10, the race's first caution flew for
the No. 29 of Jason Shultz whose
rear axle snapped rolling down the
backstretch. Reverting to the last
fully completed lap, Mark Smith
tried to build a run on the No. 27 but
would be denied as Steve Buck-
walter went after Smith for second.
Unchanged in the top-three, the
cautions lights blinked on again on
Lap 12 for Blake Hahn who came 

(Continued Next Page)
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With Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series at

Selinsgrove Speedway

Blane Heimbach put on a dominating performace enroute to vic-
tory lane at Selinsgrove Speedway. (ASCS photo)

Greg Hodnett celebrates in victory lane after racing his way to a win
at Williams Grove Speedway. (ASCS photo)
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to a top in turn-four.
Rolling to green,

the race at the front
was for fifth as Lucas
Wolfe set sights on
Wayne Johnson. Fi-
nally getting a break
for the fifth spot, on
Lap 18, the following
lap was Wolfe's last
for the night as the left
sideboard peeled off
the wing of the No. 5w.
Putting Johnson back
to fifth, the final restart
was not enough for
anyone to get a run on

Greg Hodnett, who sped away to a
1.082-second advantage at the
drop of the checkered flag.

Mark Smith second was joined
on the podium by Steve Buckwal-
ter. Grabbing fourth, Sam Hafer-
tepe, Jr. has taken over the point's
lead with the Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series presented by
Sawblade.com by 17 points. Com-
pleting the top-five was Wayne
Johnson.

Chad Layton in sixth was
tracked to the checkered flag by
New York's Jason Barney. Picking
up seven positions, Washington's
Trey Starks was Friday's CP-Car-
rillo Hard Charger. Johnny Herrera
crossed ninth with Davie Franek
tenth.

A field of 46 drivers from 15
states, Australia, and Canada was
on hand on Friday night's 11 Oaks
Farm Battle of the Groves opener.
Five Heat Races went to Johnny
Herrera, Mark Smith, Jason Bar-
ney, Ryan Smith, and Chuck
Hebing. A trio of Qualifiers was
topped by Sam Hafertepe, Jr.,
Lucas Wolfe, and Greg Hodnett.
Two B-Features went to Chuck
Hebing and Seth Bergman, with
Seth tearing from 11th to win the
second B-Feature. Two provisional
starts were utilized by Blake Hahn
and Matt Covington.

It's Logan Seavey at
Lucas Oil Speedway in

ASCS Red River/
Warrior Competition
WHEATLAND, MO - Running

double-duty in the Impact Signs
Open Wheel Showdown at Lucas
Oil Speedway, Logan Seavey
picked up his first career victory in
ASCS competition and did it by
leading every lap of Saturday's 25-
lap A-Feature in the Cooper Motor-
sports No. 01.

Counting towards both the
American Bank of Oklahoma ASCS

Red River Region and Speedway
Motors ASCS Warrior Region,
Seavey also posted a runner-up
finish in Lucas Oil POWRi Midget
competition for Keith Kunz Motor-
sports.

Absent from a Winged Sprint
Car in nearly two years, Seavey
took the green from the pole. Red
on Lap 7 for Mason Daniel and
Evan Martin, the race went green
until Lap 14 where a caution wiped
away a comfortable advantage.
Slowed for the final time on Lap 21,
no one proved up to the challenge
of beating the California shoe.

Nick Howard rolled across the
line second with Taylor Walton
third. Alex Sewell and Mile Paulus
made up the top-five. Tony Bruce,
Jr. grabbed sixth with Tyler Thomas
advancing 10 positions to claim
seventh. Jonathan Cornell, Sean
McClelland, and Austin Alumbaugh
completed the top-ten.

The Speedway Motors ASCS
Warrior Region returns to action
with the Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented by Saw-
blade.com at Lakeside Speedway

on Thursday, May 10. The Ameri-
can Bank of Oklahoma ASCS Red
River Region is back on track at
Creek County Speedway on Friday,
May 18.

Cornell Bests ASCS
Red River/Warrior

Showdown In Topeka
TOPEKA, KS - Taking on the

American Bank of Oklahoma ASCS
Red River Region, in addition to the
Speedway Motors ASCS Warrior
Region, the final laps of Friday's A-
Feature at Heartland Motorsports
Park saw Jonathan Cornell able to
best the 20-car lineup.

Giving chase from the fourth
starting spot, the race at the font of
the field pitted wily veteran again
young upstart was Mike Goodman
traded the top spot four times in the
first four laps before Tyler Thomas
gained the advantage to lead until
Lap 22.

With Jonathan giving chase, the
field worked Lap 23 with Cornell
setting up the slide in turns three
and four. Completing the slide for

the top spot, it would end up begin
the pass for the win as Jonathan
Cornell picked up his first ASCS
Red River score and 40th with the
ASCS Warrior Region.

Tyler Thomas held on for second
with Mike Goodman on the final
podium step. Wyatt Burks and Nick
Howard made up the top-five. Mile
Paulus worked from 10th to sixth,
followed by Morgan Turpen, Terry
Gray, and Alex Sewell who charged
from 20th to ninth. Mason Daniel
made up the top-ten.

The two regional tours invade
Lucas Oil Speedway in Wheatland,
Mo. next with action on Saturday,
May 5 getting underway with Hot
Laps at 6:30 P.M. (CT).

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up the over 150 across the
ASCS Nation in 2018, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com,
follow on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

ASCS Gulf South At
Waco Falls To Rain
WACO, TX - Rain, rain, and

more rain is theme of the Griffith
Truck and Equipment ASCS Gulf
South Region as Friday's event at
the Heart O' Texas Speedway in
Waco, Texas is the latest victim.

J.T. Imperial Wins
ASCS Southwest at
Arizona Speedway
QUEEN CREEK, AZ - Making it

to Victory Lane for the first time in
2018, Arizona's J.T. Imperial picked
up the win Saturday night at Ari-
zona Speedway with the ASCS
Southwest Region.

Rolling off fifth, Imperial jumped
to second in pursuit of Matt Rossi
the first two laps before falling to
third as New Mexico's Lorne Wof-
ford took over the chase for the
lead. Overtaking Rossi with 18 laps
complete, Imperial followed Wof-
ford's No. 18 to reclaim the runner-
up spot.

Holding point from Lap 19 to 21,
Imperial cleared Wofford for the top
spot prior to a late race caution.
Bunching the field for the restart,
Wofford would not be able to use
the restart to his advantage as Im-
perial crossed the line with an ad-
vantage of 1.307 seconds.

Wofford would hold onto to sec-
ond with Washington's Gary Taylor
coming from 11th to earn the final
podium step. Matt Rossi would set-
tle for fourth with Billy Chester

(Continued Next Page)
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Logan Seavey earned his career first ASCS victory in a dual race
with the Red River and Warrior divisions at Lucas Oil Speedway.
(Terry Ford/ASCS photo)

Jonathan Cornell raced his way to victory lane at Heartland Motor-
sports Park after taking on the Red River Region and the Warrior
Region drivers. (ASCS photo)
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making the top-five.
From 12th, Josh

Shipley came to sixth
with Colton Hardy sev-
enth. Jesse Baker,
Kyle Danielson, and
Rick Ziehl completed
the top-ten.

The ASCS South-
west Region is in ac-
tion again at Central
Arizona Speedway in
Casa Grande, Ariz. on
Saturday, May 12. For
other news, notes,
and information on the
American Sprint Car

Series, from the National Tour to
any of the Regional Tours that
make up the over 150 across the
ASCS Nation in 2018, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com,
follow on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Humboldt, Lakeside,
and I-30 Speedway
Next For American
Sprint Car Series

TULSA, OK - Racing back to the
mid-west just off the series debut at
Williams Grove Speedway and
Selinsgrove Speedway, the Lucas
Oil American Sprint Car Series is
primed for three nights of competi-
tion across Kansas and Arkansas.

Starting Wednesday, May 9 at
Humboldt Speedway in Humboldt,
Kan. the mid-week visit marks the
first time the series will see action
at the Kansas bull-ring.

Not the first ASCS event to be
held at Humboldt Speedway, two
events with the American Bank of
Oklahoma ASCS Red River Region
have gone to Kyle Bellm (2016)
and Blake Hahn (2017).

Wednesday, May 9 at Humboldt
Speedway opens at 5:00 P.M. with
Hot Laps at 7:00 P.M. (CT). The
card also includes NASCAR B-
Mods, Factory Stocks, and Sport-
Compacts. Admission is $20 for
adults. Children 6-12 are admitted
for $5. Humboldt Speedway is lo-
cated at 1663 George Rd. in Hum-
boldt, Kan. Information on the
facility can be found by calling
(620) 473-3694 or online
at http://www.humboldtspeed-
way.com.

Part of the lead up to NASCAR
weekend in Kansas City, the series

will turn its attention to the Mc-
Carthy Auto Group KC Klassic on
Thursday, May 10 at the famed
Lakeside Speedway in Kansas
City, Kan. One year ago, Aaron
Reutzel and Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
duked it out for the win with the No.
87 of Reutzel winning the 25 lap
showdown. Thursday night is co-
sanctioned with the Speedway Mo-
tors ASCS Warrior Region
presented by Impact Signs,
Awnings, and Wraps.

Thursday, May 10 at Lakeside
Speedway opens at 5:00 P.M. with
Hot Laps at 7:00 P.M. and includes
USRA B-Mods and E-Mods. Ad-
mission is $22 with children 10 and
under admitted for free. Lakeside
Speedway is located at 5616 Wol-
cott Dr. in Kansas City, Kan. For
more information on the track, call

(913) 299-9206 or log
onto http://www.lakesidespeed-
way.net.

Absent from the Lucas Oil Amer-
ican Sprint Car Series presented by
Sawblade.com lineup since 2014,
Little Rock's I-30 Speedway will
see action once again on Saturday,
May 12. The first track to ever host
an ASCS event in 1992 in addition
to the first National Tour event in
1993, the track known as "Hammer
Hill" has seen 74 National Tour A-
Features with 29 winners. The
ASCS Mid-South Region is co-
sanctioning Saturday's event.

Saturday, May 12 opens at 4:00
P.M. with racing at 7:30 P.M. (CT).
Admission is $20 for adults with
kids 6-12 admitted for only $2. The
lineup of classes also includes
IMCA Modifieds, Factory Stocks,
Micros, and Mod-Lites. I-30 Speed-
way is located at 12297 I-30 in Lit-
tle Rock, Ark. For updates and
other information, call (501) 455-
4567 or log onto http://www.i-
30speedway.com.

Going into the three-race swing,
Washington's Seth Bergman has
reclaimed the point's lead with
Johnny Herrera trailing by 30 mark-
ers. Five more points back is
Wayne Johnson with Sam Hafer-
tepe, Jr. fourth. Blake Hahn rounds
out the top-five in tour standings
with 67 points to make up.

Roger Crockett holds sixth with
Matt Covington slipping to seventh.
Leading the Brodix National Rookie
of the Year standings, Australia's
Scott Bogucki is eighth in tour
standings with Skylar Gee and
Jamie Ball completing the top-ten.
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J.T. Imperial (center) raced his way to victory with Lorne Wofford
(left) coming in second and Gary Taylor (right) finishing third. (Ron
Gilson/ASCS photo)



Kansas Speedway
KANSAS CITY,

KS - Kindness – the
quality of being
friendly, generous and
considerate. And dur-
ing Kansas Speed-
wayʼs upcoming race
weekend, the Speed-
way is partnering with
37KindDays.org for
not only the 37 Kind
Days 250, but to en-
courage people to
“Take Henryʼs Chal-
lenge – 37 Days of
Kindness.”

The inspiration for
this organization is

Henry who was 12 when he passed
away unexpectedly. After his pass-
ing, his parents started receiving
letters, cards and personal stories
from others about the many kind
things that he had done. Henry
raced go-karts and his favorite
number was 37, which inspired the
number behind the Challenge. 

“Iʼm honored that we are able to
partner with 37 Days of Kindness
for our NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series race,” said Kansas
Speedway President Patrick War-
ren. “This is a special organization
that wants kindness to others to be-
come a habit and I urge everyone
to join me in taking Henryʼs Chal-
lenge in the hopes of helping oth-
ers.”

“Cheryl and I are so very proud
that the Kansas Speedway is hon-
oring our sonʼs way of life by pro-
moting “37 Days of Kindness” at
the upcoming NASCAR event,”
said Keith Williams, founder of
37kinddays, Inc., “Our son was a
professional go kart racer and a
great kid that found time to do daily
small acts of kindness which influ-
enced friends, teachers and others.
Since his passing last year, we de-
veloped this unique challenge to
continue his way of spreading kind-
ness.” 

In addition to the 37 Kind Days
250 on May 11, volunteers will be
handing out orange wristbands at
the gates on Saturday, May 12 to
race fans to inspire them to take
the Challenge. And itʼs simple –
fans can go to www.37kinddays.org
and pledge to be kind to others for
37 days in the hopes of bringing joy
to others. 

Fueled by the donations of oth-
ers, 37 Kind Days is a non-profit
corporation based on the inspira-
tion of Henry Williams, who passed
away at the age of 12. Henry was
well known for doing small, daily
acts of kindness which were inspir-
ing to others. Since the formation of

the “Challenge” in 2017, the organ-
ization has spread kindness in all
50 states and 12 countries. Our
world needs more kindness and
this unique and fun challenge
serves as a simple platform to con-
tinue what Henry started.

Kansas Speedway, a premier
motorsports facility in the Midwest,
hosts two NASCAR race weekends
a year, in addition to hosting ap-
proximately 200 other events
throughout the year. Kansas
Speedwayʼs first race weekend of
the season is May 11-12 with the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series and Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series under the
lights. In the fall, the NASCAR play-
offs return Oct. 20-21 with the
NASCAR XFINITY Series and
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries. Also in the fall is the ARCA
Racing Series presented by
Menards series finale. To purchase
season or single day tickets, call
866.460.RACE (7223) or log onto
www.kansaspeedway.com.  

General parking is always free at
Kansas Speedway and fans can
bring in one 14x14x14-inch soft-
sided cooler with their favorite food
and beverages. 

Fans can follow Kansas Speed-
way on Facebook at www.face-
book .com/kansasspeedway,
Twitter (@kansasspeedway), Insta-
gram (kansasspeedway) and
Snapchat (kansasspeedway).

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Raceway, along with the Pocono
Mountains Visitors Bureau, an-
nounced today their inclusive in-
field playground has been renamed
the #POCONOMTNS Inclusive
Playground. The nearly 5,000
square foot playground, which was
designed for children of all ages
and abilities to learn, grown and
play together, is set to officially
open to Pocono 400 camping
guests on Thursday, May 30, 2018.
Following the race weekend, the
playground will be open to local
residents and those visiting the
Pocono Mountains, free of charge,
through the summer and fall
months.

“The Pocono Mountains Visitors
Bureau has been vital in brining
awareness to attractions, hotels
and properties in our beautiful com-
munity,” said Nick Igdalsky, Pocono
Raceway CEO. “Our new partner-
ship on the #POCONOMTNS In-
clusive Playground will provide an
inclusive playground for children of
all abilities. The reach of our com-
bined organizations will open the
playground up, free of charge, to

local families and those who vaca-
tion in the beautiful Pocono Moun-
tains throughout our racing
season.”  

The #POCONOMTNS Inclusive
Playground is located inside
Pocono Racewayʼs infield. It will in-
clude several key inclusive ele-
ments. A rocker designed for
wheelchair access and seating for
the respective caregiver, an ele-
ment which provides upper-body
strength conditioning for children
as they use a hand peddler to
move a platform back and forth and
an aspect which will allow for side-
by-side play among children in a
wheelchair and those do not re-
quire one. For additional details
about the inclusive playground, in-
cluding when it will be open to the
public, please visit www.pocono-
raceway.com/playground. 

“Weʼre looking forward to having
a visitors center at each race, so
we can educate the race fans one-
on-one about all of the things the
Pocono Mountains has to offer,”
said Brian Bossuyt, VP of Market-
ing of the Pocono Mountains Visi-
tors Bureau. 

Pocono Raceway will also
house a Pocono Mountains Visitors
Center inside the track and near
the #POCONOMTNS Inclusive
Playground. The Visitors Center
will include materials promoting
local area attractions, hotels and
activities. It is set to open in June
2019 and will be staffed on race
weekends for race fans to learn
more about the Poconos. For addi-
tional information about the Pocono
Mountains Visitors Bureau, please
visit www.PoconoMountains.com.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Atlanta Motor

Speedway's popular street-style
drag racing series, O'Reilly Auto
Parts Friday Night Drags, returns
next Friday night, kicking off its
12th season of high-intensity, side-
by-side competition on the famed
pit-lane drag strip.

Now one of the largest organ-
ized drag-racing series in the coun-
try, the summer-long racing series
heralds competition among 18 dif-
ferent divisions, featuring a mas-
sive array of cars,
trucks, motorcycles
and ATVs. Vehicles
competing range
from supercharged
dragsters and hot
rods to daily drivers
and stock vehicles
seen navigating local
streets. Drivers battle
in a nightly, single-
elimination tourna-

ment for trophies, bragging rights
and season championship points.

The 2018 season of O'Reilly
Auto Parts Friday Night Drags will
feature 15 dates, with opening
night May 11, and running each Fri-
day through Aug. 24, with the ex-
ception of May 25 in observance of
Memorial Day Weekend.

The 2018 season also boasts a
robust, spectator-friendly promo-
tions schedule, kicking off with a
magnet-schedule giveaway spon-
sored by Rinnai on Opening Night
for the first 3,000 through the gates.
Kids Power Wheels Racing will fol-
low in Week 2, while the seasonʼs
points opener will take place June
1.

June 22 and August 3 will both
feature $1 concessions nights,
while “Atlantaʼs Holy War on
Wheels” will pit local clergy for a
“Faster Pastor” competition on
June 29.

A special, patriotic edition of Fri-
day Night Drags will take place on
Independence Day, Wednesday,
July 4, with the Papa Johnʼs Pizza
Fireworks Extravaganza, one of the
largest pyrotechnic displays on this
side of the Chattahoochee, once
the sun goes down – with a full
lineup of mid-week drag racing to
follow.

The Southeast Gassers Associ-
ation will visit during the following
week on July 13, featuring an im-
pressive lineup of guttural, 1960s
dragsters for a special “throwback”
division of nostalgic racing.

Other special promotions in-
clude another Power Wheels Rac-
ing night July 20, the “Night of Fire”
with special appearances by the
earth-rattling Jet Dragsters on July
27, and Nitro Pro Bike Night Aug.
10, each of which will energize fans
with an awesome display of power
and pageantry.

The season will conclude with its
Championship Night, crowning 18
division champions, on Aug. 24.

Drag racing competition is open
to all participants for an entry fee of
$20. Vehicles are required to have
a working seat belt, and each driver
and passenger must wear a DOT-
approved helmet.

(Continued Next Page)
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Drags will also in-
clude the weekly
Show-N-Shine com-
petition, with seven di-
visions of judging
between cars, trucks
and motorcycles.
Show-N-Shine partici-
pation is $20 and also
allows entrants to par-
ticipate in the weekly
Speedway Cruise on
the 1.54-mile AMS
racing surface follow-
ing judging and prior
to the start of drag rac-
ing eliminations. Vehi-

cles from the Show-N-Shine will
also be displayed on the
frontstretch following the Speed-
way Cruise.

Pricing for combo tickets to com-
pete in both the Show-N-Shine and
drag racing are available for $30.
Spectator admission is just $10,
with children 5 and under admitted
free. Exterior parking is free, and
infield parking is $20.

For more information about the
2018 Friday Night Drags season,
contact the Atlanta Motor Speed-
way ticket office at (770) 946-4211,
(877) 9-AMS-TIX or visit www.at-
lantamotorspeedway.com/drags.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Martin Truex

Jr. has encountered many different
forms of vehicles at Charlotte Motor
Speedway, but the defending Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
champion discovered a new one
during a ROVAL™ Fan Day event
on Wednesday. Truex – who has
won both the Coca-Cola 600 and
the Bank of America 500 – met
Bernie and Charlene LaPensee of
Hillsdale, Ontario, and autographed
the ornate, 34-foot RV the two
brought to the speedway to attend
this monthʼs races. Additionally,
Truex went to work in the speed-
wayʼs ticket office, calling race fans
and surprising them with tickets to
upcoming races.

The defending Bank of America
500 winner also hopped in a Coca-
Cola 600-branded Toyota Camry
pace car and led the LaPensees
and their RV – which has won
campingʼs “Best Coca-Cola Dis-
play” honor four times – around
Charlotteʼs revolutionary, 2.28-mile
ROVAL™.

“It was definitely a thrill for him
for sure,” Truex said of Bernie
LaPensee after the Canadian race
fan followed him around the
ROVAL™. “Iʼd like to go a little
faster, but itʼs definitely cool to see

that. To see how long theyʼve been
coming here and their passion for
the sport, itʼs amazing. I hope they
have a great time over the next
month here at Charlotte. Iʼm sure
they will.”

The LaPensees said their 12-
hour drive from Ontario to North
Carolina is already worth it – and
theyʼre still weeks from witnessing
the thrill of NASCARʼs biggest stars
at Americaʼs Home for Racing.

“Itʼs a great trip around and I
wish we couldʼve gone a little faster
in the RV, but maybe next year weʼll
bring a faster RV,” Bernie
LaPensee said. “I enjoy coming to
Charlotte more than any other
track. We plan on it, we have great
friends here and as an older race
fan once told me, this is a family
event. A race just breaks out.”

Truex said the event on
Wednesday was a blast – from
ride-alongs to phone calls.

“(Calling the race fans) is a re-
ally neat thing to do,” Truex added.
“Iʼve done it a few times before, and
just to surprise them and hear the
excitement in their voices really
makes my day. You never know on
the other end whatʼs going on and
what it means to them. Itʼs definitely
a humbling deal to hear their ex-
citement. One lady sounded like
she was almost in tears. Itʼs crazy
to think about the impact that we
have on the people who love this
sport. It reminds us how lucky we
are to do this and how awesome
the fans are in NASCAR.”

Patricia Proctor of Salisbury,
North Carolina, was one of the
lucky fans who received a call from
the defending series champion.

“I couldnʼt believe it was him at
first,” Proctor said of Truex. “He
was so nice and he thanked me for

being his fan and for coming to
Charlotte. I was so excited. … I
may be 71, but Iʼm acting and feel-
ing like a teenager right now.”

As part of Truexʼs eventful visit
to the speedway, the driver of the
No. 78 Furniture Row Racing Toy-
ota received his Bank of America
500 winnerʼs ring, signed auto-
graphs and posed for photos with
race fans. Heʼll return to Charlotte
in slightly more than two weeksʼ
time to prepare for the May 19
Monster Energy NASCAR All-Star
Race – the only major Charlotte
race Truex has yet to win.

“The last two years, weʼve ran
so well in the 600 but we havenʼt
figured out how to have good
speed for the All-Star Race,” Truex
said. “The All-Star weekend is al-
ways fun. Thereʼs no pressure. It
feels like a Saturday night
shootout.”

TICKETS: To purchase tickets to
the Sept. 28-30 Bank of America
500 as well as any of the 10 Days
of NASCAR Thunder events in
May, fans can call the speedway
ticket office at 1-800-455-FANS
(3267) or shop online at www.char-
lottemotorspeedway.com.

MORE INFO: Fans can connect
with Charlotte Motor Speedway by
following on Twitter and Instagram
or become a Facebook fan. Keep
up with all the latest news and in-
formation with the Charlotte Motor
Speedway mobile app.

Kansas Speedway
KANSAS CITY, KS - Tailgating

and BBQ are important parts of
race day, and KC Masterpiece will
now be a part of race fans Kansas
Speedway experience as the two
companies partner for the May 12
KC Masterpiece 400. 

“Iʼm excited to partner with KC
Masterpiece this year and welcome
their brand into the sport,” said
Kansas Speedway President
Patrick Warren. “Itʼs great to be
able to work with a brand that so
many of our fans use not only in
their tailgates but also in their
homes. And with a variety of prod-
ucts, I know fans wonʼt be disap-
pointed.” 

“Nothing goes together quite like
barbecue and NASCAR race day,”
said Nishi Vakil, Associate Market-
ing Director, KC Masterpiece.
“Thereʼs just nothing better than fir-
ing up the charcoal grill at the
Speedway and enjoying the mouth-
watering blend of perfectly sea-
soned barbecued meats with good
friends. Weʼre excited to return to
Kansas City - the birthplace of KC
Masterpiece® and the worldʼs best
barbecue, to kick off the race sea-
son at Kansas Speedway in finger-
licking style.”

KC Masterpiece® is the #1 BBQ
sauce in Kansas City. Created by a
Kansas City local in 1978, KC Mas-
terpiece® is the real deal when it
comes to making real good Ameri-
can barbecue. A unique thick, rich
and bold blend, KC Masterpiece®
adds the perfect ration of sweet,
smoky and savory to all your fa-
vorite foods, delivering an authentic
barbecue taste that makes any dish
an American classic. Grab a bottle
at your local grocery store or ama-
zon.com, or log onto www.kcmas-
terpiece.com to learn more.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - AAA is proud to

announce a sweepstakes tailor-
made for NASCAR fans. Through
its sponsorship with motorsports
star Austin Dillon and the No. 3 car,
the company will be giving away a
2018 Chevrolet Camaro ZL1. Fans
can enter from now until August 31,
with the vehicle being presented to
the winner during the Dover fall
race weekend from Oct. 5 through
7.

“We really wanted to create
something special for NASCAR
fans to reinforce how AAA can help
with all of their automotive needs,”
said Berni Koch, CEO of AAA Club
Alliance Inc. “Giving away a new
Chevrolet Camaro ZL1 similar to
what they see on track each week
– along with a complement of AAA
products and services – helps us
achieve that goal while also cele-
brating our partnership with Austin
Dillon and Richard Childress Rac-
ing.”

Race fans can go on
aaa.com/dillon to enter to win. The 

(Continued Next Page)
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Defending Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series champion Martin
Truex Jr., middle, shares a laugh with Greg Walter, Charlotte Motor
Speedway's executive vice president, right, and Canadian race fan
Charlene LaPensee on Wednesday at Charlotte Motor Speedway.
(CMS/Aaron Burns photo)
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Chevrolet Camaro
ZL1 will come with a
AAA Premier member-
ship for a year, a se-
lection of AAA
products/vouchers
and a VIP package at
the Dover fall race
where the prize car
will be presented.

AAA has long
been a part of
NASCAR, and has
worked with Richard
Childress Racing, Dil-
lon and the No. 3 car
for the past three sea-

sons.
Along with being the title spon-

sor of the AAA 400 Drive for
Autism, the company has sponsor-
ship elements at three additional
races. During the promotion, the
car theyʼre giving away will be
styled after the No. 3 AAA car Dillon
is driving during the 2018 season
including the April Richmond race,
the AAA 400 Drive for Autism, the
Kentucky race in July, and the
Dover fall race.

“Iʼm excited for race fans. This
prize will allow them to get an idea
of the types of car we get to drive
throughout the year,” said Dillon.
“AAA is an innovative sponsor. I
love their thinking and how much
they care about their members and
our sport.”

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - Sonoma Race-

way and The Save Mart Compa-
nies have teamed up once again to
offer Northern California race fans
the lowest-price adult tickets and
free kids tickets for the Toyota/Save
Mart 350 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race on Sun-
day, June 24.

For the eighth consecutive year,
Sonoma Raceway and the family-
owned supermarket chain will offer
a Sunday reserved-seat ticket for
one of the most exciting races on
the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Seriesʼ schedule for just $45. In ad-
dition, kidsʼ 12-and-under tickets
are free with the purchase of an
adult ticket only at Save Mart,
Lucky California and Lucky Super-
markets. The reserved seats are lo-
cated in the Turn 9 Terrace, known
for providing some of the best
views of racing on the road course. 

Race fans are encouraged to
take advantage of the exclusive
offer, which boasts a savings of
nearly $120. That means a family
of four could enjoy NASCAR in
Sonoma for just $90. The Modesto-

based company continues its com-
mitment to NASCAR fans by offer-
ing the best value on Toyota/Save
Mart 350 race tickets. 

To ramp up the Save Mart Com-
panyʼs Chase the Savings promo-
tion, the Sonoma Raceway show
car will make appearances at local
Save Mart and Lucky stores
throughout the month of May. In-
store ticket buyers can find more
ways to win big on the back of their
ticket vouchers.

Toyota/Save Mart 350 tickets
are now on sale in all Save Mart,
Lucky California and Lucky Super-
markets locations.

To find your nearest store loca-
tion, visit savemart.com/stores  or
LuckySupermarkets.com. For more
information about the Toyota/Save
Mart 350 at Sonoma Raceway,
June 22-24, visit www.Sono-
maRaceway.com/ NASCAR or call
(800) 870-RACE.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Following last

yearʼs historic rollout of 600 Ale,
Charlotte Motor Speedwayʼs first
craft beer, the speedway and
Cabarrus Brewing Company turned
things up a notch on Monday with
the unveiling of Redneck Hill – a
spectacular, smooth, American Ale.

The new craft beer is named for
Redneck Hill, the raised spot in the
speedwayʼs infield between turns 1
and 2 which in the 1960s became
race fansʼ prime spot for watching
the race, partying and grilling.
Country music legends Willie Nel-
son and Marty Robbins visited
Redneck Hill, as did Pixar execu-
tives while they researched the
movie that became “Cars.”

Redneck Hillʼs history as an
iconic part of Charlotte Motor
Speedway lore enters a new chap-
ter with the craft beer, which will be
on sale for just $8 per 16-ounce
souvenir can beginning at the NGK
Spark Plugs NHRA Four-Wide Na-
tionals this Friday-Sunday. 

Redneck Hill will also be avail-
able at all major speedway events
including the May 19 Monster En-
ergy NASCAR All-Star Race, the
May 25 Outlaw Showdown at The
Dirt Track at Charlotte and the
Coca-Cola 600 on May 27.

“Charlotte Motor Speedway is all
about experiences. Weʼre proud to
partner with Cabarrus Brewing
Company in developing Redneck
Hill, a beer that has the ultimate
crossover appeal,” said Greg Wal-
ter, the executive vice president of
Charlotte Motor Speedway.

“If youʼre a race fan who doesnʼt
drink many craft beers, youʼll like
this. If youʼre a craft beer drinker

whoʼs new to racing, youʼll enjoy it
just as much. ʻRedneck Hillʼ has a
lasting legacy with the speedway
because itʼs where fans have gone
to find a great view, some excellent
food and the best fellowship. With
the release of Redneck Hill, weʼve
added the best craft beer to the
mix.”

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - Tickets to

NASCARʼs season finale Ford
Championship Weekend will go on
sale to the general public this Fri-
day, May 4. The three-day champi-
onship at Homestead-Miami
Speedway features a weekend full
of scintillating racing and exciting
entertainment. It will mark the 17th
straight year that the South Florida
track has played host to the cham-
pionship races in all three of
NASCARʼs national series.  Tickets
to Ford Championship Weekend
can be purchased by visiting
www.HomesteadMiamiSpeed-
way.com or by calling (866) 409-
RACE (7223).

Ford Championship Weekend
races include the NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series Ford Eco-
Boost 200 on Friday, November 16,
the NASCAR XFINITY Series Ford
EcoBoost 300 on Saturday, No-
vember 17 and the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series Ford Eco-
Boost 400 on Sunday, November
18. Champions for 2018 will be de-
termined and celebrated on the
track each of the three days.

“Ford Championship Weekend
has experienced many memorable
moments since we started hosting
NASCARʼs championship races in
2002, and we are bound to witness
even more this year,” said Home-
stead-Miami Speedway President
Matthew Becherer.

“A sold out crowd saw Martin
Truex Jr. cap a dominating 2017
season with a win in last yearʼs
Ford EcoBoost 400, as he etched
his named among other NASCAR
champions.  With three thrilling
races, great concerts and many
other fun activities, Ford Champi-
onship Weekend is something
which appeals to the entire family.”

Homestead-Miami Speedway
offers fans many ways to enjoy and
experience the thrills of Ford
Championship Weekend, including: 

• Kids Free on Friday and Satur-
day – Kids 12 years and younger
are admitted for
FREE in general ad-
mission grandstand
sections to both Fri-
dayʼs Camping World
Truck Series champi-
onship and Satur-

dayʼs XFINITY Series champi-
onship

• Half-Price Saturday and Sun-
day – Kids 12 years and younger
are admitted for half-price in re-
served grandstand sections to both
Saturdayʼs XFINITY Series cham-
pionship and Sundayʼs Monster
Energy Series championship

• Flexible Payment Plan – Allows
fans to pay in four installments with
just 25% due at time of purchase

• Exclusive Benefits for 3-day
Package Holders – Fans purchas-
ing a 3-day package will have on-
track access for the post-race
celebration for all three champi-
onship finales.  In addition, every
three-day package holder also gets
post-race hard card as well as a
dedicated entrance to the facility on
race weekend.  

• Live Concerts – Ford Champi-
onship Weekend hosts multiple live
concerts during the weekend and
has featured top-tier performers,
such as Eli Young (2017), The
Band Perry (2016), Tim McGraw
(2015), Jason Aldean (2014),
Dierks Bentley (2013) and Kid
Rock (2012)

• FanVision Fan Zone – The
FanVision Fan Zone package adds
to the experience of Ford Champi-
onship Weekend with driver ap-
pearances, a pre-race pit pass,
giveaways and food and bever-
ages. Fans can add-on a FanVision
controller at a discounted rate.

• Race-Day Perks – All fans dur-
ing Ford Championship Weekend
get to enjoy a variety of race-day
perks, including: Free parking,
Fans can bring coolers inside the
gates that measure up to 14x14x14
inches, Re-entry into the facility,
Countless brand activations/dis-
plays in a festival-like atmosphere,
Driver appearances and autograph
sessions, Numerous contests and
giveaways at the activations/dis-
plays, and Dedicated Kids Zone

Homestead-Miami Speedway is
a 650-acre facility that features a
1.5-mile oval and 2.21-mile road
course.

The Speedway hosts on-track
events nearly 300 days per year. In
2017, NASCAR crowned champi-
ons in all three of its national series
at Homestead-Miami Speedway
during Ford Championship Week-
end for the 16th consecutive year.

2018 Ford Championship Week-
end will be held November 16-18.
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Antioch
Speedway

MORGANTON,
NC - Jeff Parsons #44
from Union Grove beat
a good field of cars
winning the (Heintz
Brothers performance)
Blue Ridge 602 modi-
fied event. Mike Fain
#4 passed Jordan
Sands #99 Midway of
the race to finish sec-
ond, Sands out battle
Jason Ledford #14 to
bring home a third-
place finish, Ledford
came from the rear to

fourth and Landen Lewis #99L fifth.
Conner Carswell #69 from

Valdese looked impressive bring
home the victory in the (Tire plus /
Tires pros) Thunder bombers/psv8
race. Johnny Reynolds #55 sec-
ond, Madison Spurling #52 third, A
J Lynch #70 fourth and Zach
Burgess #00 fifth.

Paul Butler #B4 from Morganton
won the most exciting race of
evening by making the past on the
last lap in the Super stock 4 event.
Trevor Chatham #00 finished sec-
ond after leading all but the final
lap. Logan Ritchie #10 came from
deep in the field to finish third,
Tommy Zachary #4Z overcame an
early race spin to finish fourth and
Trent Chatham #9 cross the line
with no front end on his car to
round out the top five.

Chris Butler #B9 from Morgan-
ton had no problem taking home
the victory in the (RPM graphics)
pure stock 4 race. Steve Annas #7
second, Kevin Deal #21 third,
Caleb Watson #27 passed William
Myers #17 on the final lap to finish
fourth and Myers fifth.

Jonathan Sarratt #311 from
Shelby out battle a good field of
cars to win the Extreme FWDʼs
race. Jr. Adams #18K passed
Jonathan Butler #3b with four laps
remaining to finish second, Butler
third, Tracy Adams #11 fourth and
Bobby Lavair #5 fifth.

Mason Pugh #22 from Connelly
Springs won the (James Wag-
oneerʼs welding) Young Guns
event. Chesnie Chatham #9 led the
first 3 laps until Pugh worked his
way from the rear of the field to
take the lead. Colby Burks #71 also
came from the back of the pack but
had nothing for Pugh and had to
settle for second, Baillie Lowe #727
thrid, Chatham fourth and Trace
Chatham #21 fifth.

Bowman Gray Stadium
WINSTON-SALEM, NC - It was

a roller-coaster ride getting to Win-
nerʼs Circle, but Tim Brown was
grateful for the change of tone for
his 2018 season. He claimed the
checkered for the Kevin Powell Mo-
torsports 100 – his first win of the
year in the Bradʼs Golf Cars Modi-
fied Series.

Bobby Measmer of Concord
was the fastest qualifier on Satur-
day. Jonathan Brown of Winston-
Salem, Burt Myers of Walnut Cove,
and Brandon Ward of Winston-
Salem rounded out the top four –
and each of them had the choice of
taking the Fansʼ Challenge. Burt
Myers and Brandon Ward chose
not to start in the rear and take on
the challenge. But Jonathan Brown
and Bobby Measmer were bold
enough to begin the race in the
back of the field for a chance to win
$3,000 if they finished back in the
top four.

When the competitors randomly
drew for position, George
Brunnhoelzl III started on the pole
with Tim Brown on the outside.
Daniel Yates of Lexington started
third with Burt Myers beside him in
fourth.

Across ten cautions, the field
battled for lap after lap. Myers was

able to take to the outside row to
battle Brunnhoelzl for the lead but
was knocked back as he and
Brunnhoelzl contended fiercely. On
lap 53, Myers made the pass stick,
and Brunnhoelzl fell back.

During the next double-file
restart, Brunnhoelzl took to the out-
side to try and reclaim his position.
He was unable to overtake Myers
and became caught on the outside
row. As he fell back, he tussled with
Tim Brown – sending Brunnhoelzlʼs
car spinning.

Brown then moved up to chal-
lenge Myers for the lead over the
course of four double-file restarts.
Myers fought him back the first
three times but lost on the fourth in
the blink of an eye when tires spun
and contact was made.

“We raced clean, and I drove the
outside,” said Brown. “Heʼd give me
room and Iʼd give him room. I donʼt
know if somebody behind him hit
him and knocked him sideways. I
got a run off the corner and my
spotter said ʻclear.ʼ”

“I just got a bad restart,” said
Myers about relinquishing the lead.
“Got a little sideways getting in, and
I think me and him and the 04 [of
Brandon Ward] all hit each other -

just hard Bowman Gray Stadium
racing.”

Myers pressured the bumper of
Brown but was unable to shake him
during the final laps. Brown went
on to win – his first race of the sea-
son. 

“Iʼve had a rough season so far
even though weʼve finished de-
cent,” said Brown. “Hopefully weʼll
get some momentum now and
keep winning.”

While Tim Brownʼs luck was
changing for the better, Jonathan
Brown and Bobby Measmer ran
into some bad luck. Both had to pit
due to car issues and were unable
to complete the Fansʼ Challenge-
Myers finished in second, with Je-
remy Gerstner of Wesley Chapel,
FL taking third.

In the Texas Steak & Tap House
Sportsman Series, Michael Adam
of Yadkinville claimed the check-
ered in the first 20-lapper - manag-
ing to stay ahead of all the
wreckage behind him as Tommy
Neal of Walkertown and Dylan
Ward of Winston-Salem battled.
John Holleman of Winston-Salem
brought home the win in the sec-
ond 20-lap race.

Billy Gregg of Lexington earned
the victory in the Law Offices of
John Barrow Street Stock Series.
In the Q104.1 Stadium Stock Se-
ries, Grayson Keaton of Mocksville
and Chris Allison of Mocksville
each brought home a win.

Rockford Speedway
A solid crowd turned out Satur-

day night at Rockford Speedway
and were greeted with outstanding
weather and a thrilling night of short
track racing.

Side-by-side action and close
finishes were the name of the
game on this night, with each fea-
ture race providing its own unique
sort of drama.

Two-time and reigning NASCAR
Late Model track champion Michael
Bilderback returned to action on
Saturday evening and made his

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Jeff Parsons (center) is jointed by family and friends in Antioch
Speedwayʼs victory lane. (ANTIOCH SPEEDWAY photo)

Tim Brown (83) pressuring the bumper of race leader Burt Myers (1). Brown would later secure the
lead and go on to win. (COREY LATHAM PHOTOGRAPHY photo)
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presence known. After
qualifying second,
Bilderback accepted
the $400 Gerber Colli-
sion and Glass Ulti-
mate Challenge and
was slotted in the 11th
and final starting spot
in the 30 lap Late
Model main event.
When the dust settled,
it was Bilderback
standing tall in victory
lane with his fifteenth
feature win since 2015
after taking the lead
late in the race follow-

ing a thrilling duel with ʻDriver Xʼ
Jon Reynolds Jr. 

Dennis Smith Jr paced the field
early, taking the early lead from
polesitter Jeff Wakeman. As Smith
slipped out to the early advantage,
the rest of the field began to wage
war. The first yellow flag flew on lap
7, bringing the balance of the field
back to Smithʼs bumper. Five laps
after the initial restart, Reynolds
swung into the lead and by the
raceʼs halfway point, Bilderback
was in second place.

The final yellow of the race flew
on lap 17 and set the stage for the
epic finish, which not only included
Reynolds and Bilderback but also
Alex Papini, in pursuit of his third
straight win. On the restart,
Reynolds was able to give himself
a small yet short lived cushion.
Bilderback soon chased down the
leader and over the course of the
final ten laps, the two racers put on
a terrific side-by-side race with Pa-
pini right on their bumpers. 

With three laps remaining,
Bilderback was able to nose ahead
for the lead, taking the top spot for
himself with two laps to go. When
the checkered flag flew, it was
Bilderback beating Reynolds to the
line by two carlengths. Bilderback
not only claimed the $400 Ultimate
Challenge Bonus, but also an addi-
tional $100 bonus courtesy of L&B
Coin and Collectables. 

Reynolds and Papini both con-
tinued their solid starts to the year.
Reynolds started the race eighth
and finished second for a second
straight week, while Papini went
from seventh to third and also was
the eveningʼs fast qualifier. Smith
came home in fourth for a second
straight week while Jake Gille
rounded out the top five. 

Franc Beldowski finished of an
impressive night on an impressive
note, sweeping the evening in the
Miller Lite American Short Tracker
division thanks in part to a last lap,

last corner pass for the win. 
Beldowski started the evening

by claiming his second fast qualifier
award of the year and then won the
CoLin Metals Fast Dash. Beldowski
would later go on to win his heat
race, setting himself up for the
clean sweep and a possible $100
bonus from Rosebud Transporta-
tion if he could complete the
sweep. 

Beldowskiʼs quest for the broom
would not be easy, starting the race
from the eighth spot while also try-
ing to contest with last weekʼs fea-
ture winner Aaron Rude. Rude,
who started ninth, got to the front
first, passing Destiny Genore for
the lead on lap seven. As the race
neared halfway, Beldowski found
the front and began to challenge
Rude for the lead. Things got seri-
ous in the last five laps of the race,
when the drivers swapped the lead
officially three times in five laps and
unofficially once every corner.
Rude led by a bumper at the white
flag, but pushed his Ford Pinto just
a little too high in the first and sec-
ond corner, giving Beldowski a
glimmer of hope. The two drivers
raced through turns three and four
with Beldowski taking the lead and
the win at the finish line by half a
car length. 

The victory was Beldowskiʼs
second of the season, while Rude
turned in a second straight solid fin-
ish after a rough opening night.
Todd Snow was the big winner late
in the race, using the final restart to
move himself from eighth to third.
The third place finish was Snowʼs
best career result in the Short
Tracker division. Genore, a Rookie
of the Year contender, ended the
race a solid fourth place, while

Steve Dickson rounded out the top
five. 

Chad Lounsbury threw the mon-
key off his back in emphatic fash-
ion, winning the caution-free 20 lap
Roadrunner feature by over a
straightaway. While Lounsbury
sailed off into the night, wild battles
raged for second and fourth. Nick
Schneider held off a furious charge
from Opening Night winner Arlyn
Roush to claim second place, while
Roush settled for third. Justin Wag-
ner had to withstand a three-wide
tussle for fourth position, holding off
Kevin Memoli and Robby Robin-
son.

Jolietʼs Scott Koerner led flag-to-
flag in the 15 lap Midget feature
while holding off a persistent chal-
lenge from Tom Eyman in route to
the win. Eyman settled for second
while Doug Orseske claimed third. 

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - After leading

much of the way before briefly los-
ing the point in traffic, hometown
shoe Brian Herbert cashed in on a
late opportunity to win Saturday
nightʼs season-opening 20-lap Pre-
cise Racing Products DCRP Sprint
Car feature atop the 3/8-mile
Dodge City Raceway Park clay
oval.

While Herbert scored his second
season-opening win in the past
three years, other opening night
winners included Kevin Gray in
IMCA Modifieds, Jeff Kaup in IMCA
Sport Modifieds, Troy Burkhart in
IMCA Stock Car action and Duane
Wahrman in the IMCA Hobby
Stocks as a total of 89 cars filled
the pit area.

Herbert gridded the Sprint Car
feature outside the third row and

rallied into second behind Tyler
Knight by the sixth round.  Herbert
went to work on Knight on the low
side and put the Dodge City Con-
crete/Myers Racing Engines No. 97
entry in the lead by the sixth round.

Knight closed back in as traffic
became a factor over the final
rounds and slipped around Herbert
to take command on the 16th
round.  The lead was short-lived
however when his left front tire flew
off the car going through turns
three and four to bring out a final
caution.

Herbert took off on the final
restart to secure the win ahead of
Ray Seemann with J.D. Johnson,
two-time and defending track
champion Taylor Velasquez and
Tracey Hill rounding out the top
five.

“I hated to see that happen to
Tyler Knight.  He got us there in
traffic, I wasnʼt gonna get out of the
groove and get freight-trained,”
Herbert said afterward.  “I thought
before the race that I could roll the
top early to move forward.  But Iʼm
a bottom feeder so I got to the bot-
tom as soon as I could.”

In the 20-lap IMCA Modified fea-
ture, Ulyssesʼ shoe Kevin Gray bat-
tled into the lead on the fifth circuit
then held off Arizonaʼs R.C.
Whitwell over the closing rounds to
post his first DCRP win since Au-
gust of 2015.

Gray gridded the feature outside
the front row, but it was pole starter
Ryan Heger gunning into the lead
at the drop of the green flag.  Gray
kept the heat on and raced back
into the lead on the fifth lap.

While Gray slipped away,
Whitwell worked his way into sec-
ond just past the midway point and
closed in to challenge over the final
circuits.  Whitwell poked his nose
under Gray in turns three and four
on the white flag lap and then took
a shot on the high side on the final
round, but Gray held steady to post
the win.

“I didnʼt really hear much,” Gray
said.  “I just kept my eyes open and
my ears closed.”

Joel Lane filled out the podium
behind Gray and Whitwell with Kale
Beavers and Jack Kirchoff round-
ing out the top five.

Four-time and defending IMCA
Sport Modified track champion Jeff
Kaup opened things up in a familiar
way by racing to victory lane in the
20-lap feature for his 17th DCRP
score since the 2012 season.

The Woodward, OK, shoe fired
off from the front row but fell to third
behind Toby Witthuhn and Brian
May at the outside.  “Iʼve never

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Brian Herbert celebrates in Dodge City Raceway Parkʼs victory
lane with loads of family and friends. (DCRP photo)
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started on the front
row here, so I didnʼt
know what to do,”
Kaup said.  “I com-
pletely botched both of
those original starts.”

Kaup took advan-
tage of May to take
over second on the
ninth round and then
pounced on Witthuhn
for the point on a lap
13 restart.  Kaup
opened up his advan-
tage to a half-straight-
away by the time the
checkered flag flew

with Witthuhn, May, 16th-starter
Daylon Bergeron and Bart Baker
filling out the top five.

Recently back into the seat after
a layoff of more than 15 years,
Hays racer Troy Burkhart wired the
field to take the win in the 20-lap
IMCA Stock Car feature.

Burkhart raced into the lead at
the outset from the pole position
but had his hands full much of the
way fending off Ulyssesʼ Ron Hart-
man for the lead.  Burkhart sur-
vived a final caution with just two
laps to go to preserve the win
ahead of Hartman with Shannon
Maughlin, Dustin Witthuhn and
Travis Baird rounding out the top
five.

Prattʼs Duane Wahrman picked
up where he left off last season by
winning the 20-lap IMCA Hobby
Stock feature.

Wahrman, who added his third
win of the 2017 season in the sea-
son finale, led all 20 laps to take the
victory.  Defending track champion
Reagan Sellard closed in midway
through though and kept the pres-
sure on the rest of the way.

Wahrman was up to the task,
holding off Sellard for the win with
Dan Rogers, Tathan Burkhart and
Matt OʼHair rounding out the top
five.

Action resumes at Dodge City
Raceway Park with on Saturday
night, May 19, with the Sixth An-
nual Modified Stampede that fea-
tures a $750 winnerʼs share for the
IMCA Modifieds along with a full
card of Precise Racing Products
DCRP Sprint Cars, IMCA Sport
Modifieds, IMCA Stock Cars and
IMCA Hobby Stocks.  The event is
a makeup of the card originally
slated for April 21.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Through the

first three races to open the season
at Kingsport Speedway, Zeke Shell
of Johnson City was a strong threat

to visit victory lane, recording one
runner-up finish along with two
third-place showings. 

Friday night the 30-year-old
Shell was fastest in NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series Late Model
Stock Car qualifying at 14.993 sec-
onds, with Kres VanDyke second
quickest at 15.190. Following the
invert Ronnie McCarty and
VanDyke led the 17-car field to
green from the front row, with Shell
and Nik Williams in row two. 

VanDyke and McCarty raced
side-by-side the opening eight laps
before VanDyke grabbed the lead.
Behind VanDyke and McCarty,
Shell, Robbie Ferguson and
Williams were in tow. Shell got
around McCarty for second just
prior to caution flag on lap 15 when
Mardy Roberts spun between turns
one and two which also collected
Rick Pannell.

Off the ensuing double-file
restart VanDyke and Shell raced
hard before Shell powered into the
lead on lap 18. Behind Shell and
VanDyke the top 12 cars were all
running on the same straightaway.
McCarty, Ferguson, Williams and
Wayne Hale were running nose-to-
tail, while Joey Trent, Dillon Hodge,
Bryson Dennis, Trey Bayne, Derek
Lane and Darin Silver were in tow.

Shell and VanDyke clearly were
class of the field, as at the halfway
distance they had pulled out to right
at full-straightaway advantage over
those in pursuit. The race would ul-
timately only last two more circuits,
as a serious crash on lap 32 quickly
brought out the red flag to stop the
field.

Rookie Trey Bayne, 14-year-old
brother of NASCAR Monster En-
ergy Cup Series driver Trevor
Bayne, made contact with Derek
Lane near the flag stand and first
turned across Laneʼs nose into the
outside wall, before wildly careen-
ing out-of-control and slamming vi-

olently into the turn one outer pit
gate. The force of impact broke the
pit gate, which led to decision by
track management to end the night
of racing due to being unable to
safely make repairs to the dam-
aged crossover gate.

Shell got his first win of the sea-
son over VanDyke, McCarty, Fer-
guson and Williams. Completing
the top 10 finishers were Hale,
Trent, Hodge, Dennis and Bayne.

“I guess a winʼs a win, whether
you complete every scheduled lap
or just get past the halfway point of
the race,” Shell said in the pits
while post-race technical inspection
of the top-three Late Model Stock
Car finishers was taking place. “We
had a really good piece (race car)
from time we first unloaded for
practice, and I felt long as the driver
didnʼt mess up qualifying weʼd be
quickest - and ultimately we were
the only car to be in the 14s
(14.993 seconds). With the invert
putting us starting from the second
row, there on the beginning we
were just riding behind (Kres)
VanDyke and (Ronnie) McCarty as
they raced side-by-side for several
laps. Once VanDyke cleared Mc-
Carty to take the lead, I began
working on McCarty for second. 

"When the caution waved when
the 55 (Mardy Roberts) and 33
(Rick Pannell) spun between turns
one and two, I told my guys over
the radio that we were going to take
the lead off the double-file restart.
VanDyke and I raced hard a couple
of laps before I got past him, and
we began pulling away from those
(cars) behind us. Itʼs always good
to get your first win of the season.
With my dad (Pat Shell) and crew
chief Danny Rollins calling the
shots, weʼre on a mission this sea-
son. Weʼre arriving at the track
wanting to be fastest in qualifying
and at nightʼs end parking in victory
lane with a W (win). Taking home

trophies is our goal each week.”
Royce Peters of Kingsport and

Nick Cole led the Modified Street
field to green from the front row,
and while the duo battled for the
lead on the opening lap, Joshua
Gobble got into left rear of Cole be-
tween turns three and four to send
Cole spinning. Gobble also spun
and collected Kevin Wolfe and Alex
Miller.

Off the double-file restart Peters
and Trey Lane raced door-to-door
five laps before Peters grabbed a
lead he would never relinquish.
Even though Lane managed to
stick his nose up under Peters on
several occasions, he couldnʼt pull
off a pass for the lead. 

Peters, defending divisional
champion, recorded his second win
of the season over Lane, while
young Chase Dixon brought home
a strong third place finish over
Rusty Clendenin and Chris Tunnell. 

Kenny Absher took the lead over
Brandon Sutherland and Bruce
Crumbley at start of the 30-lap
Pure 4 feature over. Crumbley
passed Sutherland for second on
lap 4 racing off the second corner,
and after pressuring Absher for
several laps for the lead he com-
pleted the pass to take over the
point on lap 9. 

Absherʼs race ended prema-
turely on lap 22 with smoke coming
from under hood of his ride as he
slowly made his way into the pits.
William Hale, Dennis Stanley, Chad
Jeffers, Paul Stanley, Dustin Kest-
ner and Josh Detwiler all battled for
position behind leader Crumbley. 

But there would be no denying
Crumbley, from Kingsport, a trip to
victory lane as he captured his first
win of the season over Hale, Paul
Stanley, Kestner and Jeffers. 

Kevin Canter of Abingdon, Vir-
ginia, is on a roll as he recorded his
fourth straight Mod 4 feature win
over David Brown, Kirby Gobble,
Brad Ball and Freddie Taylor Jr.

Joey Sykes of Dante, Virginia,
and Rob Austin battled throughout
the Pure Street feature before
Sykes held on for the win. Sykes
was chased to the checkered flag
by Austin, David Strong, Jason
Herron and Brian Eggers.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - The 20-

lap limited late model and 15-lap
pro stock features were postponed
due to rain that hit the speedway
about 9:30 p.m. Track officials will
announce the rescheduled dates
for those events. 

Selinsgrove Speedway, cele-
brating its historic #WideOpen2018

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Zeke Shell salutes the crowd after winning the feature event at
Kingsport Speedway Friday night. (DREW HIERWARTER photo)
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season, returns to ac-
tion at 7 p.m. Satur-
day, May 12, featuring
360 sprint cars, PASS
305 sprint cars, super
late models, and pro
stocks. Grandstand
gates open at 5 p.m.

Selinsgrove
Speedway

SELINSGROVE,
PA - Selinsgrove
Speedway and Selins-
grove Ford are gearing
up for a blockbuster

Firecracker Night at the Super-
speedway of Dirt Track Racing
Tuesday, July 3, featuring 360
sprint cars, super late models, and
pro stocks. 

As part of the rare mid-week rac-
ing program, the Firecracker 30-lap
features for the 360 sprint cars and
super late models will pay $3,000
to win with an increased purse for
the 24 starting positions in each
main event. 

The 15-lap pro stock feature will
pay $1,000 to win with the top five
positions being increased. 

The bonus money for the top
five finishing 358 sprint cars in the
360 sprint car main event July 3 will
offer $200, $100, $75, $50, and
$30. 

Selinsgrove Ford will also award
up to 10 complimentary pit passes
to drivers who are recognized with
hard luck and other contingency
categories that evening. 

“Special thanks to Todd Benner
and the crew at Selinsgrove Ford
for helping to make this yearʼs Fire-
cracker Night one of the biggest
ever at the speedway,” said track
general manager Steve Inch. 

Fans will be treated to a profes-
sional fireworks display as part of
the summer holiday racing pro-
gram. Race time is slated for 7:30
p.m. 

For a complete schedule, the lat-
est news, results, and race status,
visit selinsgrovespeedway.com or
follow us Twitter and Facebook.
The track office can be reached at
570.374.2266.

Volunteer Speedway
BULLS GAP, TN - With heavy

rain falling late Saturday afternoon
and into the evening hours in loca-
tions around East Tennessee, only
brief light drizzle fell at Volunteer
Speedway and never delayed the
racing program. Fans that didnʼt let
the threat of rain keep them home
were treated to an exciting six divi-

sion Championship Points Racing
program.

Cory Hedgecock of Loudon cap-
tured the Steel Head Late Model
victory, while Trevor Sise of
Knoxville recorded the Crate Late
Model win, with Heath Alvey of
Dandridge bringing home the
Sportsman Late Model victory.

Brad Davis of Tazewell captured
the Modified Street victory, while
Lee Merritt of Knoxville recorded
the Classic win, with Shon Flanary
of Surgoinsville taking the Open
Wheel Modified victory

Cory Hedgecock set fast-time in
Steel Head Late Model qualifying at
13.026 seconds, with David Crab-

tree second quickest at 13.250.
Hedgecock powered out into the
lead at drop of the green and never
looked back on his way to leading
the 25-lap feature flag-to-flag in
capturing his first win of the sea-
son, but also in just his first Steel
Head Late Model start.

With Hedgecock setting as blis-
tering pace out front, behind him
the racing action was good be-
tween Crabtree, Barrett Lowe,
Jason Trammell, Jordon Horton,
Gary Crittenden and divisional
points leader Austin Neely. Hedge-
cock claimed the win over Crab-
tree, Lowe, Trammell and Horton.

Trevor Sise was quickest in

Crate Late Model qualifying at
13.397 seconds, and grabbed the
lead at start of the 25-lap feature
over Cory Hedgecock, Jason
Welshan, Tim Byrd and Rusty Bal-
lenger. Both Hedgecock and Bal-
lenger unfortunately dropped out
early in the race. 

With Sise riding on the point, the
hard-charging Welshan was right
on his rear bumper applying pres-
sure. Making his way forward after
starting eighth, Josh Henry got
around Gary Crittenden, Greg Mar-
tin and Bobby Mays to settle briefly
in fourth position directly behind
Byrd. Henry passed Byrd on lap 17
and set his sights ahead on leader
Sise and Welshan. 

But there would be no catching
Sise as he captured his second win
on the season over Welshan,
Henry, Byrd and Crittenden.

Heath Alvey captured the
Sportsman Late Model track cham-
pionship last year on strength of
three wins along with 13 overall
top-five finishes in 16 point races.
To date this season Alvey hadnʼt
contended for a victory, but it all
changed in a big way as he began
the night by setting fast-time in
qualifying at 13.536 seconds. 

Alvey shot out into the lead at
start of the 20-lap feature over
Travis Fultz, Zach Sise, Vic Chan-
dler and Terry Poore. Sise hoped to
celebrate his 18th birthday with a
trip to victory lane, as he drove
around Fultz to take away the sec-
ond spot on lap 3. 

With Alvey in command out
front, on the final lap disaster struck
Sise as he spun in the fourth turn.
Alvey recorded his first win of the
season over Fultz, Chandler, Clay
Coghlan and Austin Atkins.

David Clark set fast-time in Mod-
ified Street qualifying at 15.500 to
Brad Davis at 15.508. But it was
Davis taking the lead at the start of
the 20-lap feature over Clark, Gary
Blanken, Kurt Owens and Dustin
Ratliff. While Davis was showing
the way out front, just a couple of
laps from the finish both Blanken
and Owens dropped out of the
race. Davis got his first win of the
season over Clark, Robbie
Buchanan, Shannon Emery and
Ratliff.

Shon Flanary jumped out into
the lead when the green flag waved
and never looked back en route to
leading wire-to-wire in capturing the
Open Wheel Modified feature win
over Jeff Hamby, Wayne James,
Josh Chesney and Scott Lacy. The
victory was Flanaryʼs career win
No. 100. 

John Stevens grabbed lead at
(Continued on Next Page…)
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Trevor Sise (No. 73) and Cory Hedgecock (No. 14) racing hard for
the lead early in the Crate Late Model feature Saturday at Volunteer
Speedway. (CHAD WELLS photo)

Four-wide Open Wheel Modified action with Wayne James (No. 4),
Tyler James (No. J4), Josh Chesney (No. X) and Scott Lacy (No. 2)
Saturday at Volunteer Speedway. (CHAD WELLS photo)
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start of the Classic
feature and paced the
field until lap 13 when
distributor wire came
lose to end his race,
handing the lead over
to divisional points
leader Lee Merritt.
Merritt went on to
record his third win of
the season over Tom
Juhl Jr., Shaun Sise,
Chris Worsham 

Stafford Motor
Speedway

S T A F F O R D
SPRINGS, CT - Stafford Speedway
was back on track under the lights
for the first time in 2018 with the
Opening Night program on Friday
night, May 4th.  Keith Rocco scored
his second win in a row this season
and his fourth consecutive SK Mod-
ified® victory at Stafford dating
back to last season, Michael Wray
won the 30-lap Late Model feature,
George Nocera, Jr. won the 20-lap
SK Light feature, Jeremy Lavoie
won the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature, and Meg Fuller, the daugh-
ter of former Whelen Modified Tour
Champion Rick Fuller, scored her
first career win in the 20-lap Street
Stock feature.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Joey Cipriano took the
lead at the green with Chase Dowl-
ing in second.  Michael Christo-
pher, Jr. quickly took third with Tyler
Hines fourth and a side by side bat-
tle for fifth between Matt Galko and
Rowan Pennink.  Christopher, Jr.
took second from Dowling on lap-5
with a move in turns 3+4 and Hines
followed suit on the next lap to take
third.  Galko was now on the inside
of Dowling for fourth and he took
the spot with Keith Rocco moving
up to fifth as Dowling slid back to
seventh behind Pennink.

Christopher, Jr. was hot on the
trail of Cipriano for the lead and he
tried a move in turn 1 on lap-11 to
take the lead but had to wait until
turn 3 to make the pass and take
over the lead.  Hines was third with
Rocco up to fourth and Pennink in
fifth.

Rocco took third from Hines on
lap-13 while Ronnie Williams got
around Pennink to move into fifth.
Rocco took second from Cipriano
on lap-17 and he was starting to
close in on Christopher, Jr. at the
front when the caution came out
with 18 laps complete for a spin on
the frontstretch by Dan Wesson.

Christopher, Jr. and Rocco ran
ide by side for a lap before Christo-

pher got clear into the lead.  Rocco
was able to slot into line in second
with Williams in third, Cipriano
fourth, and Hines fifth.  Rocco
made a move to the inside of
Christopher, Jr. on lap-22 to take
over the lead but Christopher was-
nʼt going away quietly as he was
glued to Roccoʼs back bumper.
Glen Reen spun in turn 2 to bring
the caution out with 25 laps com-
plete.

Rocco took the lead on the
restart with Williams and Christo-
pher, Jr. side by side for second.
Williams took the spot with Hines in
fourth and Todd Owen up to fifth.
Owen took fourth on lap-27 before
Wesson spun in turn 4 to bring the
caution back out.

Rocco took the lead again on
the restart with Christopher, Jr. able
to slot into second.  Williams was
third with Cipriano fourth and Owen
fifth.  Pennink was sixth behind
Owen with Eric Berndt in seventh
when the caution flew for Glen
Reen, who stalled in the turn 3+4
grass with 31 laps complete.

Rocco took the lead but before
the field could complete a lap Cipri-
ano spun in front of the majority of
the field to bring the caution right
back out.  

Rocco took the lead on the
restart with Christopher, Jr. able to
hold off Williams for second.
Williams came back on lap-33 to
get by Christopher, Jr. and take
over second.  Owen followed
Williams by Christopher, Jr. to drop
him back to fourth in the order with
Pennink now in fifth.  

Williams made one last charge
but Rocco took down his second
consecutive win of the 2018 sea-
son and his fourth consecutive SK
Modified® win at Stafford dating to
last season.  Christopher, Jr. fin-
ished third with Owen and Pennink
rounding out the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature,
Michael Wray took the early lead
with Paul Arute slotting into sec-
ond.  

Tyler Leary was third with Tom
Fearn fourth and there was a side
by side battle between Mike Quin-
tiliano and Chase Cook for fifth with
Quintiliano taking the spot on lap-
2.  Fearn got by Leary for third on
lap-4 and that allowed Quintiliano
and Glen Reen to follow him
through as Leary fell from third
back to sixth in line as Wray and
Arute were still leading the pack.  

With 10 laps complete, Wray
and Arute were still the lead duo
but the cars of Fearn, Quintiliano,
Reen, and Leary were starting to
close down the gap to the two front
runners to make a 6-car train for

the lead.  Leary went by Reen to
move into fifth on lap-13.

With 10 laps to go, Wray was
still in command with Arute contin-
uing to give chase.  Fearn was third
with Quintiliano, Leary, and Reen
lined up behind him.  Leary was ap-
plying heavy pressure to Quintil-
iano for fourth while Wray was able
to maintain a two car length lead
over Arute.  

Wray led Arute to the checkered
flag to pick up his first win of the
2018 season.  Fearn finished third
with Quintiliano and Leary rounding
out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light feature
event, George Nocera, Jr. and
Mikey Flynn were locked in a side
by side duel for the lead with No-
cera able to get clear on lap-3.
Glenn Griswold and Alexander
Pearl were locked in a side by side
duel for third behind the two lead-
ers with Griswold taking the spot on
lap-4.  

Rich Hammann followed Gris-
wold by Pearl to move into fourth
and one lap later Chris Viens took
fifth from Pearl.  

Viens moved into fourth on lap-8
and he was hounding Griswold for
third as Nocera and Flynn were still
out front.  Viens continued to
charge to the front as he took third
from Griswold on lap-11.  Viens
took second from Flynn on lap-16
and he brought Bryan Narducci
with him into third as Flynn fell back
to fourth.  Narducci got around
Viens to move into second on lap-
17 while Nocera was slowly
stretching out his lead.  

Nocera took the checkered flag
to pick up his first win of the 2018
season with Narducci, Viens,
Flynn, and Hammann rounding out
the top-5.

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature event, Jeremy Lavoie
streaked into the lead at the green
flag with Gary Patnode in second.
Ryan Fearn got around Patnode to
take second as the field completed
the first lap just before the caution
came out for several cars that
came together in turn 4 and came
to a rest against the wall, including
Matt Clement, Steven Midford, and
R.J. Surdell.

Lavoie led the field to the green
and he was able to fend off a chal-
lenge from Ryan Fearn for the
lead.  

Andy Marchese was third with
Patnode fourth and Alexandra
Fearn fifth.  Patnode made a move
for third on lap-4 and that move
opened the door for Alexandra
Fearn and Justin Bren to also get
by Marchese as he slid back to
sixth in line with Lavoie continuing

to hold the lead with Ryan Fearn
right behind him.

At the halfway point Lavoie was
still out front with Ryan Fearn still
behind him in second.  Alexandra
Fearn was up to third with Bren and
Patnode right behind her.  The cau-
tion came out with 14 laps com-
plete for spins in turn 2 by
Marchese and Patnode.

Lavoie took the lead on the
restart with Alexandra Fearn mov-
ing into second.  Ryan Fearn was
third with Bren in fourth and Patn-
ode fifth.  Lavoie quickly pulled
away by several car lengths over
Alexandra Fearn Lavoie led
Alexandra and Ryan Fearn to the
checkered flag to pick up his first
win of the 2018 season.  Bren and
Surdell rounded out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Street Stock fea-
ture event, Meghan Fuller and
Richard Ciriello ran the first lap side
by side before Fuller got clear to
the lead on lap-2.  The caution flew
with 1 lap complete for a spin in
turn 3 by Greg DeMone.  Travis
Hydar was sent to the rear of the
field for making contact with De-
Mone.

Fuller took the lead back under
green with Ciriello in second.
Jason Lafayette was able to
squeeze himself into third just in
front of Brandon Michael with
Nicole Chambrello in fifth.  Cham-
brello got around both Michael and
Lafayette to move into third on lap-
4 with Michael fourth and Vince
Gambacorta fifth as Lafayette got
hung on the outside line and slid
back to ninth.

Chambrello made a move
around Ciriello for second on lap-5
and that opened the door for
Michael, Gambacorta, and George
Bessette, Jr. to all get by as Ciriello
fell back to sixth in line with Chris
Bagnall right behind him in seventh
place.  Chambrello began to close
down the gap to Fuller at the front
of the field and by lap-13 Cham-
brello was right on the back
bumper of Fuller in a fight for the
lead.

With 2 laps to go, Fuller was still
leading Chambrello by a car length
with Bessette closing in on the lead
duo from third place.  Michael was
fourth with Hydar back up to fifth
after his early race penalty.  Fuller
held Chambrello off to the check-
ered flag to pick up her first career
win at Stafford.  Bessette finished
third with Michael and Hydar round-
ing out the top-5.

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.and Jesse Hickman.
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