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Thereʼs still a
swagger in his tone,
but a lot of Kyle
Buschʼs braggadocio
has been masked by
concern.

The victories that
once seemed to easy
suddenly are hard. His
luck, and some of the
speed that seems to
come with it, has been
replaced by a litany of
reasons and excuses
that have kept his No.
18 Toyota from win-

ning this year.
Nobody was too concerned

when Jimmie Johnsonʼs
losing streak started in
2018. Chevrolet was in des-
perate need of an overhaul.
Despite winning seven
championships, Johnson
and crew chief Chad Knaus
was separated in one of the
sportʼs biggest breakups
since Jeff Gordon and Ray
Evernham.

Johnsonʼs streak was 23 by the
end of 2017. Now itʼs 121.

Itʼs not likely Buschʼs drought will
last more than three seasons, but
nobody, especially Busch, ex-
pected him to be winless after 27
races this season.

“I have no expectations,” Busch
said recently. “Just take every
event as it comes to us, every op-
portunity that comes to us, try to do
what we can do. There's really no
expectations. It's just a matter of
being really, really far behind.”

Busch drove to a seventh-place
finish Sunday night at the Darling-
ton Raceway. It was just his second
top-10 effort in his last five races.

After averaging 5.4 victories
from 2015-2019, Busch has three
second-place runs this year – all
before the COVID-19 shutdown.

For years, Busch bemoaned fin-
ishing second. Now heʼs grasping
for anything positive from just being
in the top 10.

“Thereʼs a little bit of momen-
tum,” Busch said after Darlington.
“It certainly was nice to see that if
we could get up towards the front
that we could be fast up front, but I
would have liked to have finished it
out and gotten the finish that we all
were working towards and our fin-
ish that we deserved as a team.

“Even if it wouldnʼt have been a
win, it would have been a second,
which would have been a shot in
the arm for us. We go to Richmond
just trying to win Richmond.”

If Busch wants needs more in-
spiration, he can draw on the expe-
rience of winning six times at
Richmond – including a sweep of
both races in 2018.

Busch made the playoffs on
points. But to stay in, he knows he
was to win. Busch never has been
the kind of driver who wants to
back into success. He goes in
head-first – even if he has to drive
over a few toes to do it.

Thatʼs how he won last yearʼs
championship.

“The fact of trying to be able to
come out of this year with a victory
is certainly high on the list,” Busch
said. “That might be number one

on the list actually – even
more so than winning the
championship just with
the way this year has
gone.

“Itʼs frustrating, itʼs
aggravating, itʼs kind of a
letdown. Youʼre wonder-
ing whatʼs wrong. Youʼre
wondering where to look
or what rock to look

under to turn things around. Itʼs just
crazy the way this year has gone
for us and just unforeseen circum-
stances really. …”

Losing usually puts a strain on
the relationship between a driver
and crew chief. Car owner Joe
Gibbs paired the two ahead of the
2015 season when Busch broke
his leg at the Daytona International
Speedway during the season-
opening race for the Xfinity Series.
They rallied to win the champi-
onship later that year and they
havenʼt shown any signs of slowing
down since.

Until 2020.
“Myself and [crew chief] Adam

[Stevens], we can get down on
each other or down on our team or
whatever as much as possible, but
man, in all reality, weʼre last yearʼs
champions. We know how to do
this. Weʼve done it. Weʼve been
there. Weʼve lived through the
stresses and everything that it
takes week in and week out to be
top performers at this level. And
thereʼs nothing to say that it canʼt
turn back up in the right direction
for us.”

Stevens wonʼt be at Richmond.
NASCAR found two loose lug nuts
after Sundayʼs race and was sus-
pended for one race.

Busch already holds records
with 97 Xfinity and 59 truck series
victories, and heʼs won at least one
race in the Cup Series since be-
coming fulltime in 2005.

But all that matters now is the
next one. And heʼs only got nine
chances remaining this season to
make it happen.

“Think about it: Itʼs a 16-year in-
vestment that weʼve placed on that
– being able to win a race in 16
consecutive seasons,” he said. “So
hopefully we can keep that going
and get it to 17 and to 18 and how-

ever many that Iʼm here. It would
be nice that Iʼm capable of winning
races all the way throughout my ca-
reer each and every year that Iʼm
out there. …

“But look forward to the chal-
lenge. And if we can win it this year,
thereʼs no reason why any year we
should ever not have an opportu-
nity to win it.”
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Racing at itʼs BEST!

Kyle Busch may not have a win yet in the 2020 season, but he is

still in the hunt and still has his swagger. (NKP photo)
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From the start, the
Labor Day races at
Darlington Raceway
looked to be a huge
success. The annual
Southern 500 at Dar-
lington has been a tra-
dition for many, many
years. When you add
the “new” tradition of
“Throwback Week-
end”, the excitement
continued to grow. 

Then, NASCAR
shuffled their 2020
schedule this

season and made the
Southern 500 the first
race in the NASCAR Cup
Series playoffs. In addi-
tion, when the virus cre-
ated a schedule
nightmare and several
races had to be resched-
uled or dropped, the Gan-
der RV & Outdoors Truck
Series was added to the
Labor Day weekend at
Darlington. That race, combined
with the already scheduled Xfinity
and Cup events made this a triple-
header weekend.

Darlington and Labor Day has
been a NASCAR tradition for years.
In fact, the Southern 500 Cup Se-
ries race used to be held on Mon-
day, Labor Day. The last time the
500-mile challenge was run on
Monday was September 5, 1983
and was won by Bobby Allison. 

However, in 2005, the Southern
500 was eliminated and the South
Carolina track held only one
NASCAR weekend per year
(Spring). Then, in 2014, Darlington
swapped race dates with Kansas
Speedway and the Southern 500
was moved back to Labor Day
weekend. 

Darlington Raceway has hosted
a NASCAR Cup Series playoff race
only once, 2004 won by Jimmie
Johnson. This year, Darlington be-
comes only the fourth track to host
the first race of the Cup Series
playoffs. New Hampshire hosted
the first playoff race from 2004-
2010. Chicagoland Speedway
hosted the initial playoff race from
2011-2017. The Las Vegas Motor
Speedway hosted the first playoff
event the past two years. 

When you look at the success in
the NASCAR Cup Series playoffs
after winning the initial event, the
winner has gone on to win the over-
all title four times. Kurt Busch was
the first to accomplish that feat in
2004. Tony Stewart won the first

playoff race and the championship
in 2011. Brad Keselowski in 2012
and Martin Truex Jr. in 2017. After
his victory on Sunday, will  Harvick
become the fifth driver to win the
first playoff race and the title?

One record that does remain in-
tact is the fact that a non-playoff
driver has never won the opening
playoff race. 

The “Throwback Weekend” at
Darlington has quickly become a
fan favorite since its inception.
Race teams in Cup and Xfinity, and
this year Trucks, honored their rac-

ing heroes, family
racing history, leg-
ends, champions,
Hall of Famers, or
just their favorite
throwback paint
scheme on their cars
(trucks). Each unique
paint scheme has a
story behind it with
many teams honor-
ing some memorable
car from their past or

directly related to their team, former
drivers, or sponsors. This year was
no exception.

While I always enjoy seeing the
various paint schemes in every di-
vision, this year was particularly
special. First and foremost, the
unique throwback scheme on the
Hendrick Motorsports #48 driven
by Jimmie Johnson was one of my

all-time favorites. The #48 car hon-
ored the other two seven-time
NASCAR Cup Series Champions,
Richard Petty and Dale Earnhardt.
The hood, roof, and rear deck lid
resembled an old Richard Petty
scheme. Both sides of the #48
were black to honor the Earn-
hardt/Childress Racing Good-
wrench cars. Also, the 48 on the
roof was the same font as the Petty
car, and the 48 on both sides were
the same font and the 3 of Earn-
hardt. And, yes, it was leaning as
well. The combination of these two
paint schemes produced a beauti-
ful race car for Johnson to race in
his final Cup Series race at Dar-
lington. Johnson announced earlier
this year that he was retiring from
full-time Cup racing at the end of
this season. Can you imagine how
many diecast will be sold of this
particular #48 Chevrolet?

To honor their teammate and
seven-time Champ, the other three
Hendrick Motorsports cars, #9
(Chase Elliott), #24 (William
Byron), and #88 (Alex Bowman) all
had throwback paint schemes of
the #48 for this weekend. It was a
beautiful and fitting tribute for John-
son by Hendrick and his three
teammates.

As I mentioned, the Xfinity and
Truck Series also had numerous
throwback paint schemes for their
cars and trucks. One particular
Xfinity throwback car had a great
deal of Catawba County local inter-
est. The #19 of Brandon Jones dis-

played the old Robert Huffman and
his Goodyʼs Dash Series team.
And, after an exciting last few laps,
Jones was able to capture the win
and pulled the beautiful yellow
throwback car into Victory Lane.

And, the Gander RV & Outdoor
Truck Series race had its moments
as well. It was the first time that the
NASCAR trucks have raced at Dar-
lington in nine years. And, this year,
there were twenty-two drivers who
started the truck race who have
never raced at “The Lady in Black”.
And, yes, one of those twenty-two
won the race. In his first-ever race
at Darlington, Ben Rhodes cap-
tured the victory.  
Both the Xfinity and Trucks are still
competing to determine their play-
off grid, so both of these Labor Day
weekend races held special mean-
ing for them as well. 

The only thing missing was a full
house of fans. An estimated total of
8,000 fans were permitted on Sun-
day, but the excitement of a packed
house at the “Track Too Tough to
Tame” just wasnʼt the same. 

Itʼs been a tough 2020 for race
fans, both at the track or at home.
But, this Labor Day races and
events at Darlington Raceway pro-
vided a much needed two days of
excitement and memories. Con-
gratulations, NASCAR and Darling-
ton Raceway. This Southern 500,
Throwback Weekend, Playoff im-
plications, tradition, and triple-
header weekend were a perfect
match.
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Seven-time Cup champion Jimmie Johnson honored the other two seven-time champions, Richard

Petty and Dale Earnhardt with his paint job on his car and his outfit at the track during pre-race fes-

tivities. He he wearing Pettyʼs famous hat and Earnhardtʼs famous sunglasses. (NKP photo)



Kevin Harvick was
in the right place at the
right time to take the
lead, then put on an
impressive show of
tenacity to hold off a
hard-charging Austin
Dillon to earn his sec-
ond career Cook Out

Southern 500 win at Darlington
Raceway in Sunday nightʼs
NASCAR Cup Series Playoff
opener.

It may have been his series best
eighth victory of the season, but the
veteran Harvick was emotional on
the team radio, letting out a loud
congratulatory yell as he crossed
the finish line a mere .343-seconds
in front of Dillon and the field. Then,
instead of taking the checkered flag
after parking at the finish line, Har-
vick allowed an appreciative young
fan – dressed in a brightly-colored
Harvick t-shirt – to keep the flag
himself.

It was that kind of a feel-good
night for Harvick, who marked his
57th career victory, ninth best all-
time.  He took the lead for good on
lap 355 of 367 after Chase Elliott
and Martin Truex Jr. made contact
with the wall racing for the trophy
in front of him.

“The first thing I want to say is
ʻwelcome back fans'," Harvick said
after climbing out of his No. 4 Stew-
art-Haas Racing Ford and motion-
ing toward the limited number of
fans allowed in the grandstands at
the iconic track. 

“Just wound up fighting all night
long, this Busch Beer Ford Mus-
tang wasnʼt where we wanted it to
be, but the leaders got tangled up
there and next thing you know we
were racing for the win," Harvick
said.

“Anytime you can win the South-
ern 500 itʼs a good day. This is one
of the most prestigious races in our
sport and one of the most presti-
gious race tracks in our sport. Any
time you can win at Darlington itʼs a
big deal."

Joey Logano, Erik Jones and
William Byron rounded out the Top-
5. Alex Bowman, Kyle Busch, Kurt
Busch, Aric Almirola and Clint
Bowyer completed the Top-10.
Jones was the only non-Playoff
driver among the Top-10.

And while Harvick was enjoying
his feel-good moment of triumph,
some of the raceʼs other con-
tenders were shaking off a hard-
knocks Playoff opener. 

Martin Truex Jr. swept both
stage wins, beating Jimmie John-
son in the first and Denny Hamlin
in the second. The 2017 NASCAR
Cup Series champ led a race best
196 of the raceʼs 367 laps – more
than twice that of any other driver
in the field.

Yet not a single one of
NASCARʼs three national series
races at Darlington this weekend
was won by the car that led the
most laps.  Truex and Chase Elliott
made contact with each other and
the infamous Darlington walls while
fighting for the lead with 15 laps re-
maining. 

Truex had to pit for tires and de-
spite his work on the evening,
ended up 22nd in the results, his
only non-Top-5 finish in the last
nine races. 

“Just not enough room there for
the both of us," Truex said of the
contact with Elliott in Turns 1 and 2.
“I thought I had enough of a run to
clear him and I think it was close,
obviously. I thought I had enough
momentum and distance on him
that he was going to let me in there.
I didnʼt expect him to be on my right
rear. I was committed and once I
realized he was there, nothing I
could do."

“Lot to be proud of. I hate it for
the nine team. It was nothing inten-
tional, just two guys there going for
the win. If it was my fault, I apolo-
gize, I really felt like I had the posi-
tion to get in there."

Elliott nursed his No. 9 Hendrick
Motorsports Chevrolet home and
finished a disappointing 20th.

“He had a run on me there off of
[Turn] four and just kind of cleared
himself into one, he was close but
not all the way cleared, obviously,"
said Elliott, who led 114 laps him-
self.  

Denny Hamlin, a pre-race fa-
vorite and six-race winner this year,
rallied to a 13th place finish after
going down a lap and dropping to
19th place with just under 60 laps
remaining. The driver fo the No. 11
Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota led 19
laps and ran among the Top-5 for
most of the race but had trouble
getting to pit road during a green

flag run - getting caught up in traf-
fic and getting hit from behind. 

Following Sundayʼs win, Harvick
has an automatic bid into Round 2
of the Playoffs. The Top-12 follow-
ing the Bristol race in two weeks
will advance to the next Round
of the Playoffs.

Even before the Playoffsʼ first
green flag dropped, Penske Rac-
ingʼs Ryan Blaney found himself in
catch-up mode. His No. 12 Ford
failed Sunday afternoon's pre-race
inspection for an “improperly
mounted ballast” and his crew chief
Todd Gordon was suspended for
Sunday nightʼs race. Blaney was
forced to start at the rear of the 39-
car field. And most importantly,
Blaney and his team owner both
suffered a 10-point penalty. 

That points penalty immediately
dropped Blaney from seventh place
in the standings to 13th  place –
tied with Kyle Busch. Only Kurt
Busch and Matt DiBenedetto were
ranked lower to start the opening
Playoff race.

The race outcome dropped
Blaney to 16th position – tied with
DiBenedetto for last among the
Playoff drivers heading to Playoff
Race No. 2 next Saturday night,
the Federated Auto Parts 400 at
Richmond (Va.) Raceway (7:30
p.m. E.T., NBCSN, MRN, SiriusXM
NASCAR Radio).
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Race winner Kevin Harvick welcomes the fans back to the track after showing that he has the stuff to

take the first of the playoff races. (JOHN HARRELLTON/NKP photo)





It was a fitting race
finish for a track
known as being “Too
Tough To Tough.” The
two front-running cars
tangled with two laps
remaining and Bran-
don Jones dove low to
take the lead and the

victory in Saturdayʼs Sports Clips
Haircuts VFW 200 Xfinity Series
race at Darlington Raceway.

An intense, exciting and sus-
penseful battle for the lead in the
final 10 laps between Xfinity Series
regular Ross Chastain and this
yearʼs Daytona 500 winner Denny
Hamlin gave NASCAR fans all they
could ask for but ultimately contact
between the two in Turn 3 with two
laps remaining allowed then-third
place Jones, 23, of Atlanta, to get
around the pair and capture his
third checkered flag of the season.

Chastain recovered from the
contact with Hamlin to earn his
fourth runner-up finish of the sea-
son – crossing the line 3.363-sec-
onds behind Jones. Ryan Sieg,
rookie Riley Herbst and Hamlin
rounded out the Top-5. Rookie Har-
rison Burton, Noah Gragson,
Michael Annett, Austin Hill and
rookie Myatt Snider completed the
Top-10.

“This is a tough place to get
around and man, just smart in the
head I think today, I think thatʼs
what got ʻem,ʼʼ said Jones, driver of
the No. 19 Joe Gibbs Racing Toy-

ota. “I saw they were really racing
hard and I knew I was catching
them and we knew he [Hamlin] was
gonna pull that big slider. 

"Thatʼs what you gotta do some-
times to get yourself in position.ʼʼ

Chastain, whose finish formally
secured a berth in the 12-driver
Xfinity Series championship group,
seemed both frustrated and en-
couraged by the late race duel with
Hamlin, who has five Xfinity Series
wins at Darlington. He is the high-
est ranked driver still without a win
on the year.

“Denny was faster, I knew that,
everybody watching NBC knew
that. I just kept gripping the top best
I could, probably hit it [the wall] 25
times,ʼʼ Chastain said.

“To be able to up against a guy
like Denny Hamlin, a future Cup
champion and go to the end like
that with him, Iʼm proud of this
group, proud of the effort,ʼʼ Chas-
tain continued. “Itʼs another heart-
break, but we man, we finished and
we still finished second with a beat-
up race car.ʼʼ

Hamlin, who started last in the
37-car field, won both stages and
essentially put on a Darlington driv-
ing clinic all afternoon, rebounding
from a weak starting position, a
slow pit stop, whatever was thrown
at him.

“He was running his line, I was
running my line and I thought we
had a great race going there,ʼʼ
Hamlin said. “I saw an opportunity

to clear and once I did I just carried
a little too much speed up into
[Turn] three and obviously he got in
back of us and allowed the 19
[Jones] to catch up to both of us. 

"It was fun, just didnʼt work out.ʼʼ 
It was actually Chase Briscoe

who looked ready to give Hamlin
the best challenge for the trophy.
Briscoe led a race best 55 laps on
the afternoon, but he spun out and
hit the wall while leading with 30
laps remaining – running over fluid
on track left by Brett Moffittʼs dam-
aged Chevy.

The Stewart-Haas Racing driver
still rallied to an 11th place finish,
one position ahead of the Xfinity

Series championship leader Austin
Cindric in 12th.

There was also plenty of signifi-
cant action among those vying for
the 12th and final Playoff position
based on point standings. At the
green flag, Brandon Brown held a
32-point advantage over Jeremy
Clements and even after both suf-
fered bad luck on Saturday, Brown
was able to pull out to a 45-point
hold on the final playoff transfer po-
sition.

Brownʼs No. 68 Chevrolet suf-
fered collateral damage in a Lap 2
collision between Sieg and Daniel
Hemric and he had to make multi-
ple pit stops for the team to keep
the car running, if no longer com-
petitive for a win.

The work paid off because
Clements ultimately had problems
as well, his car stopping on track
with 37 laps remaining. 

Brown rallied to an 17th place
finish while Clements was scored
32nd. 

The difference between them
now is 45 points and rookie Snider,
who earned his sixth Top-10 of the
season is now only six points be-
hind Clements; 51 behind Brown. 

Three races remain to set the
2020 Playoff field as the series
moves to Richmond (Va.) Raceway
for a Friday-Saturday double-
header next week starting with the
Go Bowling 250  Friday night (7
p.m. ET, NBCSN, MRN, SiriusXM
NASCAR Radio).
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Steals Win in Thrilling

Xfinity Series Race

at Darlington

Brandon Jones enjoys Darlingtonʼs victory lane after winning the

Sports Clips Haircuts VFW 200 Saturday afternoon. (JOHN HAR-

RELLSON/NKP photo)

Brandon Jones (19) dives down low to pass Denny Hamlin (54) and Ross Chastain (10) after they tan-

gled with two laps to go. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



With the three
drivers in front of
him opting to pit just
before an overtime
restart, Ben Rhodes
chose to stay on track
in the fourth position
and held off rookie
Derek Kraus, winning

Sundayʼs South Carolina Educa-
tion Lottery 200.

It was the third NASCAR Gan-
der RV & Outdoors Truck Series
win of the 23-year old Kentucky na-
tiveʼs career; the first since 2018.
He is the seventh different winner
of 2020.

“Gosh, that was such a tough
win,ʼʼ Rhodes said. “We werenʼt the
best truck all day. I was actually re-
ally disappointed when the [final]
caution flag came out because I
thought fourth place is a good fin-
ish for us, weʼll get in the playoffs.

“But Iʼm not letting this check-
ered flag go,ʼʼ he said grinning at
the turn of events. “Itʼs been a long

time coming.ʼʼ
Kraus, who celebrated his

19th birthday on Tuesday, finished
.785-seconds behind Rhodes to
record his career best finish and
bring the rookie to within 10 points
of the Playoff cutoff line with one
race remaining to set the 10-driver
Playoff field.

The season championship
points leader Austin Hill finished
third, followed by Grant Enfinger
and rookie Christian Eckes. An-
other rookie, Raphael Lessard fin-
ished sixth. Todd Gilliland, Stewart
Friesen, Timmy Hill and Brett Mof-
fitt rounded out the Top-10.

Sundayʼs victory for Rhodes,
driver of the No.99 ThorSport Rac-
ing Ford, stopped a four-race win-
ning streak by the GMS Racing
team. But it took a pit stop gamble
and a determined pass in the last
laps to do so.

For much of the race, it looked
like the trophy would be decided by
GMS teammates Moffitt and Shel-
don Creed, who combined to lead
146 of the 152 total laps. Moffitt, a
former series champion, won Stage
1 and Creed earned the Stage 2
victory, his series best fifth of 2020.

Creed, who led a race best 82
laps, was leading when a caution
came out with two laps remaining
in regulation.  

Creed, Hill and Moffitt – who
were running 1-2-3 at the time of
the yellow flag, all pitted for tires.
Rhodes, who was fourth at the
time, and Kraus, were among 11
drivers who stayed out. 

Any chance of a challenge for
the win ended for Creed, however,
when he was issued a pit road
speeding penalty – too fast enter-

ing pit road – on the stop. He fin-
ished 18th and the three-race win-
ner remained upbeat after the race.

“If more would have come [to pit
road] it would have helped out situ-
ation,ʼʼ Creed said. “Man, that one
hurts. Capitalized on that [next to]
last restart and go to the lead and I
knew if I was to the lead I was really

good for 15-20 laps and I feel like
track position was really important.

“Just so much fun today. This
place is so cool. The Jimmie John-
son throwback [paint scheme] It
was really fun racing my teammate
for the lead and quite a few times
on restarts. Such a good job by my
guys.ʼʼ

Krausʼs runner-up showing was
important as heʼs involved in a
three-way challenge for the final
two Playoff positions. Tyler Ankrum,
who finished 11th in the race,  is
ninth in the standings, now 14
points ahead of Kraus. 

“[Crew chief] Kevin [Belli-
court] up on top of the box made a
really good call at the end and I got
a good restart and did everything I
needed to do, and off of [turn] two
got really loose,ʼʼ Kraus said of
being passed by Rhodes.

“Youʼve got to be aggressive to
make the Top 10 and the Playoffs,ʼʼ
Kraus added of his door-to-door
racing with Gilliland throughout the
day.

Gillilandʼs seventh place run
keeps him 10 points ahead of
Kraus as the series moves to Rich-
mond Raceway for next Thursday
nightʼs regular season finale, the
ToyotaCare 250 (8 p.m. ET, FS1,
MRN, SiriusXM NASCAR Radio)
which will finalize the 10 Playoff po-
sitions.
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Ben Rhodes celebrates his win of the South Carolina Education

Lottery 200 Truck race. (JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP photo)

Ben Rhodes (99) battles with Grant Enfinger (98) for position be-

fore the end of the race at Darlington Raceway Sunday. (NIGEL

KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



LEBANON, MO -
Sam Mayer proved
the adage ʻfirst you
have to lose one to
win oneʼ was apropos
Saturday night.

A week after
watching a possible
NASCAR Gander Out-
door & RV Truck Se-
ries win evaporate
when he got beat on a
late-race restart, the

17-year-old from Franklin, Wiscon-
sin, proved how quick a study he
was at Lebanon I-44 Speedway.
He timed his Lap 155 restart per-
fectly to take the top spot away
from Hailie Deegan and rocketed to
win in the Zinsser SmartCoat 200.

That restart, coming out of the
raceʼs second break, turned out to
be the final one of the night and
Mayerʼs No. 21 Pat Connaughton
With Us Foundation Chevrolet
crossed the finish 2.977 seconds
ahead of second-place Bret

Holmes.
The win was Mayerʼs third of the

season and he hasnʼt finished
worse than fourth in his past nine
series starts. More importantly, it al-
lowed him to take over the Sioux
Chief Showdown championship
standings after eight of 10 races.
Mayer leads Ty Gibbs and Chan-
dler Smith each by five points.

Mayerʼs relatively easy final laps
capped a drama-filled night.

Holmes won his first career Gen-
eral Tire Pole Award earlier in the
day and led the first 69 laps before
getting turned by Deegan for the
lead.

Holmes still managed his third
runner-up finish of the season and
closed to within one point of ARCA
Menards Series championship
leader Michael Self. Self was in-
volved in two seperate racing inci-
dents and limped home with a
sixth-place, one lap down.

Deegan led a race-high 85 laps
in pursuit of her first series win.

After relinquishing the lead, she got
turned around battling Gibbs on the
final lap for third and ended up fifth,
as 15-year-old Taylor Gray
scrapped by them both on the
white-flag lap to steal third.

And Chandler Smith, who began
the evening as the Sioux Chief
Showdown points leader, was in-
volved in three cautions and came
home eighth.

Kris Wright, making his second
start for Chad Bryant Racing, fin-

ished seventh, while Drew Dollar
and Mike Basham rouned out the
top 10.

The ARCA Menards Series
heads back to Ohioʼs Toledo
Speedway on Saturday, Sept. 12.
Mayer swept two races over three
days a month ago. The race will
also be part of the ARCA Menards
Series East calendar. The next
Sioux Chief Showdown race will be
the Bushʼs Beans 200 at Bristol
Motor Speedway on Sept. 17.

THOMPSON, CT -
Ron Silk is back.

After taking a race
off to recalibrate, it
took the Norwalk,
Connecticut, driver
just two starts to drive
the No. 85 Stuartʼs Au-
tomotive Chevrolet to
Victory Lane. Silk cap-
italized on a heart-
breaking turn of
events for Ryan
Preece Thursday
night, and then drove

away from the field on a green-
white-checkered restart to capture
the Thompson 150 at Thompson
Speedway Motorsports Park.

It was the 14th career win for the
2011 NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour champion and his fifth at
Thompson.

The victory was Silkʼs first since
August of 2019 at Connecticutʼs
Stafford Motor Speedway.

After starting the 2020 season
with a sixth, a 27th and 10th, Silk
and the Kevin Stuart-owned team
elected to bypass the trip out to
Pennsylvania on Aug. 22. The
move paid off, as Silk led 114 laps
in a runner-up effort at New Hamp-
shireʼs Monadnock Speedway on

Saturday, and then turned around
and won at Thompson.

It was an improbable win, as Silk
lost the lead to Preece in the clos-
ing laps. But Preece, a former
Whelen Modified Tour champion
and current NASCAR Cup Series
driver making his first tour start of
the season, had fuel issues under
the subsequent caution that
brought him down pit lane and
ended his night.

On the final restart of the night,
Silk fended off championship points
leader Justin Bonsignore and Craig
Lutz and drove away with the win.

Bonsignore entered the night
having won seven of the last eight
tour races at Thompson. He led 57
laps before settling for a runner-up
finish. Jon McKennedy finished
third and Chris Pasteryak fourth.
Doug Coby, who won the Mayhew
Tools Dominator Pole Award earlier
in the evening and led a race-high
66 laps, wound up fifth.

Bonsingore, who collected his
sixth top five in six races, pushed

his lead to 18 over Coby and 32
over McKennedy.

Dave Salienza, Ronnie
Williams, Anthony Nocella, Matt
Swanson and Tyler Rypkema
rounded out the top 10. Following
the final restart, Lutz wound up
12th while Preece was credited
with a 19th-place finish.

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour heads to New Hampshire
Motor Speedway for the third an-
nual Full Throttle Fall Final Week-
end. The Musket 200 will be
Saturday, Sept. 12 at noon, and will
air live on TrackPass on NBC Gold.
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Learning Curve Nets Sam
Mayer Win at Lebanon

I-44 Speedway

Sam Mayer, driver of the #21 Pat Connaughton With Us Foundation

Chevrolet, celebrates after winning the Zinsser SmartCoat 200 at I-

44 Speedway. (Jeff Curry/ARCA Racing photo)

Silk Caps Return With Trip
to Thompson Victory Lane

Ron Silk, driver of the #85 Stuartʼs Automotive Chevrolet, celebrates his victory during the Thompson

150 for the NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour at Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park. (Billie

Weiss/NASCAR photo)



OXFORD, ME -
After a pit road miscue
during a lap 179 cau-
tion relegated Taylor to
10th, Clark took the
lead from Alan Tardiff
and led the rest of the
way for his first Oxford
250 win in 16 at-
tempts.

Finally climbing to
the mountaintop at
Oxford nearly ren-

dered Clark speechless afterwards,
reflecting on a wild year on and off
the race track.

"It's unbelievable. It really is. I
don't know what to say. It's been a
crazy year. Honestly, the fact that
it's been such a crazy year is prob-
ably why we're standing here."

"It's been stressful to be a good
dad, be a good husband, and be
the best race car driver you can be.
The fact that I've been able to slow
down a ton has been huge for me
and huge for my family, everything,
personally."

The victory was the culmination
of a year's worth of effort for the six-
time PASS North champion to fi-
nally score the elusive win.

"We worked so hard right from
March," said Clark. "We've got an
awesome relationship with Gary
Crooks and Port City Race Cars.
He has busted his a-- to get this
company where it's at, and I'm

reaping the rewards for it. We
talked almost nightly; you can ask
my wife.

"It's unbelievable. We just
worked so hard. I know Jeff Taylor
has worked really hard to get to vic-
tory lane here, but man, we've
worked really busted a---- this sea-
son."

Taylor was another home-state
driver looking for his first Oxford
250, making his 23rd appearance
in the race in 2020. Instead, he
came away with his third runner-
up finish in the event.

During the lap 179 caution, Tay-

lor exited pit road after his first pit
stop of the night. Believing he had
driven through the stop sign at pit
exit, Taylor took a self-imposed
pass-through penalty on pit road
rather than forcing series officials to
penalize him.

That put the nine-time Oxford
Plains track champion 10th in the
field with less than 100 laps to go,
a distance he was unable to make
up in that span.

"I did it to myself, so it's not really
a luck thing. I wasn't paying enough
attention coming out of the pits. I
screwed it up getting out of the pits.
I decided to penalize myself.

"I don't know if that was the right
move or not, but that's the one I
made. Inevitably, it cost us a
chance."

Along with being a milestone vic-

tory for the Maine standout, it was a
bounce-back performance from a
dismal showing a month ago.
When the PASS North series vis-
ited the bullring on July 18, Clark
finished three laps down in 26th
place during a 150-lap feature.

Despite that showing, Clark
knew they had the pieces to con-
tend for the Oxford 250 this week-
end, and that they did.

"We've been good here testing,
but In July we went three laps down
here. Our heads were hanging
when we left, but we knew that it
just didn't work that day. We had al-
ready found what would work, we
just had to get back to it.

Joey Doiron completed the
podium, with Dave Farrington, Jr.
and Mike Hopkins rounding out the
top five.
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Clark Scores Elusive
Oxford 250 Win; Taylor Left

Wondering

Johnny Clark celebrates in victory lane with his family and crew after winning the Oxford 250 at Ox-

ford Plains Raceway. (proallstarseries.com photo)
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Two times Kyle
Larson entered
Husetʼs Speedway
with winning potential.
Two times the historic
track denied him that
opportunity.

During a race at
the track in August,
Larson flipped early in
the night and de-
stroyed the car he had
been dominating the
year with. Then, Sat-
urday night, during the

World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Seriesʼ first return
to the track in four years, Larson
blew a tire while leading and suf-
fered enough damage that he was
unable to continue.

However, Sunday night, with
$20,000-to-win on the line, Larson
was unwilling to be denied his
chance at a Husetʼs Speedway win
with the World of Outlaws. Keeping
his car on all four wheels and tread
on his tires, Larson methodically
worked his way through the field to
claim his first win at the South
Dakota track, his 10th Series win
this season and 18th career win
overall.

He started the night by earning
Quick Time for the second night in
a row  and then went on to win the
third Drydene Heat Race of the
night.

Gio Scelzi emerged as an early
contender. He passed David
Gravel for the lead on the first lap
of the fourth Drydene Heat Race
and went on to win it. He then gave
Gravel déjà vu by passing him for
the lead on the first lap of the
DIRTVision Fast Pass Dash and
went on to win that, as well – claim-
ing the pole for the 35-lap Feature. 

At the start of the Feature, Scelzi
was able to pull ahead of Gravel
with ease and claim the early lead.
Behind him, a war brewed for the
runner-up spot between Gravel,
Larson, Kerry Madsen and Carson
Macedo.

Madsen made early attempts at
stealing the spot from Gravel but
failed. Macedo was successful in
doing so for a few laps before
falling victim again to Gravel after a
failed attempt of trying to take the
lead from Scelzi.

Macedoʼs fortune continued to
turn for the worse with 15 laps to
go. Jason Sides spun in front of
him, causing the two to collide.
Macedo tried to spin his car back
around straight but ended up col-

liding with Sheldon Haudenschild.
Macedo was able to continue and
finish 15th, while Haudenschild suf-
fered too much damage and had to
retire – finishing 20th.

On the following restart, Larson,
now in third, had enough of watch-
ing others battle for second. He
darted pasted Gravel for the posi-
tion on the entry to Turn 1.

The runner-up spot was his and
the lead was now within reach.

Larson ripped the top of the
track, pushing his car to its limits.
Doing so helped him gain on Scelzi
but also caused him to lose ground
when he hit the cushion the wrong
way. He didnʼt have to work too
hard to get back close to Scelzi,
though. A caution did that for him.

Scelzi chose the top lane, giving
Larson the bottom for the restart
with 11 laps to go. The advantage
went to Larson. Scelzi accelerated
and slid sideways through Turn 4
while Larson had a straight shot off
the corner. By the time they
reached the flag stand, Larson was
four car lengths ahead of Scelzi.

A caution with three laps to go
set the stage for Larson to poten-
tially lose another race at Husetʼs.
But this time, no one, and nothing,
was going to stop him. He jetted
away from the field on the restart
and pulled away to the win.

James McFadden surprised
many with his showstopping late
race charge. He muscled his way
to the runner-up spot by the end of
the race after having started 11th.

Gravel rounded out the podium,
collecting valuable points for Jason
Johnson Racing, who is now 14
points behind Kasey Kahne Racing
for the team championship – tied
with Shark Racing for the runner-
up spot.

Scelzi ended the night fourth
after leading the first 24 laps and
Brad Sweet had a solid night with a
fifth-place finish. That helped the
reigning champion extend his
points lead for the second night in a
row – now 14 points ahead of sec-
ond-place Logan Schuchart, who
finished ninth. Ten-time Series
champion Donny Schatz remains
third – now 80 points back – but
managed to earn the KSE Racing
Hard Charger Award with his march
from 20th to eighth.

UP NEXT: The World of Outlaws
NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car Se-
ries returns to Dodge City Raceway
Park in Dodge City, KS for the Boot
Hill Showdown doubleheader Sept.
11-12. If you canʼt make it to the

track, you can watch all of the ac-
tion live on DIRTVision.

Sheldon Haudenschild
Overcomes Flat Tire to

Win at Husetʼs
Sheldon Haudenschild did what

few have ever accomplished.
He passed Kyle Larson for the

lead and drove away, putting him-
self on a trajectory to his fourth
World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Series win of the
season Saturday night at Husetʼs
Speedway.

However, with nine laps to go,
his apparent victory vanished with
a pop. His right rear tire let go, forc-
ing him to get it replaced and
restart 14th with nine laps left.

To his advantage, multiple other
drivers suffered the same fate.
Those who had yet to blow a tire
knew there was a potential in-
evitability of it occurring on the rub-
bered track and tried to treat what
tread they had left with care. Hau-
denschild no longer had to. With a
fresh right rear Hoosier eager to
clutch dirt, Haudenschild could run
twice as hard as the cars ahead of
him.

Between drivers losing tires and
Haudenschild able to pass cars like
he had double the horsepower, the
#17 was back on Larsonʼs bumper
in four laps. He had a car capable
of passing the  #57 yet again, how-
ever, Larson was forced to make
the pass easy on Haudenschild
when he blew a tire himself.

With the lead back in his pos-
session, Haudenschild would never
relinquish it again. On the final lap,
the smoke show put on by his right
rear through the final turn became
a display of celebration as Hau-
denschild claimed his fourth win of
the year and this first at Husetʼs
Speedway.

The Silva Motorsports team un-

loaded as good as they ever have
with Larson, setting the quickest
time in Hot Laps, setting Quick
Time in Qualifying and winning their
Drydene Heat Race.

Jacob Allen stepped up to the
plate in the DIRTVision Fast Pass
Dash against Larson, though. He
with the Dash win – placing him on
the pole for the 35-lap Feature.

When the Feature  commenced,
Larson launched around the out-
side of Allen to claim the lead on
the first lap. Haudenschild used the
top lane to his advantage, as well,
powering around the outside of
Allen through Turns 1 and 2 and
taking second before they reached
Turn 3.

Larson then became the game
of Haudenschildʼs hunt. His #57 car
being lose off each corner didnʼt
help his chances. Five laps into the
Feature, his car was nearly at a 90-
degree angle off Turn 2. He man-
aged to steer the car back straight
and hold Haudenschild behind him.
However, three laps later, Hauden-
schild slid to the outside of Larson
in Turn 1 and then rocketed by him
for the lead off Turn 2.

The race was in Haudenschildʼs
hand for about the next 20 laps,
holding a more than two second
lead over Larson.

Macedo entered the fight, as
well. He kept himself within striking
distance as Haudenschild and Lar-
son waged war. When Larsonʼs tire
finally gave out and Haudenschild
had to throw his car sideways in
Turn 4 to avoid hitting him.

The race resumed for the final
time with five laps to go. Hauden-
schild did what few have ever ac-
complished. He successfully
rebounded from suffering a flat tire
to go from the lead, to the rear and
back to the lead.

Macedo finished in the runner-
up spot. Pittman rounded out the
podium.
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Larson Claims $20K With
Big Husetʼs Speedway Win

Kyle Larson celebrates in victory lane at Husetʼs Speedway. (Trent

Gower photo)



LANCASTER, SC
- With the national
touring stars of the
World of Outlaws Mor-
ton Buildings Late
Model Series in his
own backyard this
weekend, Brandon
Overton stepped up to
the plate and contin-
ued to show the nation
why he's in contention
for Driver of the Year.

Following his home state tri-
umph at Georgia's Lavonia Speed-
way on Friday night, Overton kept
the momentum rolling with a 50-lap
beat down in Saturday's stop at
Lancaster Motor Speedway. Going
second-quick in qualifying and win-
ning his Team Drydene heat race,
Overton redraw the inside of row
two for the feature; behind the front
row of Johnny Pursley and Ricky
Weiss.

Immediately going to second on
the start, Overton bided his time
aboard the No. 76 before striking to
take the lead from Pursley on lap
12. From there, it was game over. A
few cautions tried to slow down his
Clements Racing Engines powered
Longhorn Chassis, but nothing
could deter the 29-year old from
another trip to victory lane. He com-
manded the final 38 laps with ease
and cruised to a 3.012-second vic-
tory at the checkered flag.

Saturday's score gives Overton
11 career World of Outlaws Late
Model wins with the last four victo-
ries all coming consecutively over
the past month. He's also up the 19
overall wins on the year, approach-
ing World of Outlaws championship
leader, Brandon Sheppard, who
sits at 25 victories this season.

Giving chase in the early run-
ning, the Lancaster, S.C. crowd
watched intensely as Johnny Purs-
ley commanded the field in puruit of
his first career World of Outlaws
Late Model Series win. After lead-
ing the opening 11 laps, Pursley fal-
tered to second after valiantly
fighting for Overton for the top spot.
While Overton set sail on the field,
Pursley still had his hands full with
a charging Ricky Weiss stripping
the runner-up spot away on lap 17.

A caution near halfway offered
up a thrilling restart with Ross
Bailes, who earned his third career
World of Outlaws Fast Time Award
in qualifying, capitalizing and pass-
ing Darrell Lanigan to take third.

The position jockeying continued
throughout the 50-lapper, but really
shuffled in the late stages when
frontrunners runners Lanigan and
Pursley succumbed to the infield
with problems.

A lap 46 caution erased a mon-
strous 4.983-second lead for Over-
ton and set the stage for a
potentially wild final restart. How-
ever, Overton would have none of
that. Firing on all cylinders, he im-
mediately drove away from Weiss
and the field to seal the deal on a
dominating win at Lancaster Motor
Speedway and complete the week-
end sweep.

Hanging on to his second-place
finish, Ricky Weiss snapped a 22-
race streak of finishing outside the
top two, securing his first runner-
up bid with the World of Outlaws
since May 23 at Jackson (Minn.)
Motorplex.

Rounding out the podium at
Lancaster in third-place was Ross
Bailes.

Brandon Sheppard rallied nicely
on Saturday with a fourth-place bid
for the Rocket1 Racing No. 1 at
Lancaster. Chasing him to the
checkered flag and rounding out
the top five was Dennis Erb Jr.

Chris Madden was sixth, Chase
Junghans was seventh, Ashton
Winger finished eighth, Boom
Briggs was ninth and  Michael
Brown closed out the top ten.

The World of Outlaws Morton
Buildings Late Model Series will
have the next two weeks away
from the track before reconvening
on Friday and Saturday, Septem-
ber 25-26 for a doubleheader
Thunder Mountain Speedway. As
always, you can catch Every Lap
LIVE on DIRTVision if you can't
make it yourself.

Overton Beats World
of Outlaws on Georgia

Turf at Lavonia
LAVONIA, GA - "I'm enjoying

this more than ever right now," ex-
claimed Brandon Overton after his
latest win in a season full of con-
quests across the dirt late model
world.

The 29-year old is having the
most fun he's ever had in his 15-
year career; and it's showing. With
all the confidence in the world in his
Wells Motorsports No. 76 team,
Overton has torn across the coun-
try on a mission guiding him from

victory lane to victory lane. His lat-
est accomplishment in a long line
of noteworthy achievements came
on his home turf at Georgia's Lavo-
nia Speedway on Friday night.

Driving by the likes of Brandon
Sheppard, Brent Dixon, Ricky
Weiss, Zack Mitchell, and Dennis
Erb Jr., Overton piloted his Long-
horn Chassis entry from sixth-to-
first in the opening 18 laps of
the Morton Buildings Feature. Suc-
cumbing to lap traffic on lap 43,
Overton handed the lead over to
Erb with just seven laps remaining,
but a fire was lit inside the Georgia
boy and he rebounded to snatch
the top spot back on lap 44 and
hang on for the $10,000 score in
his home state.

While most eyes were glued to
row three with Sheppard & Overton
buried in the redraw, Zack Mitchell
took advantage of the outside pole
and commanded the opening 17
laps of the feature. In the midst of a
stellar three-way war for the lead,
fans saw Mitchell have his hands
full with Dennis Erb Jr. and a charg-
ing Overton breathing down his
neck. Overton eventually took the
spot on lap 18 and paced the mid-
to-late stages with ease.

The most chaotic moment of the
night came on the lap 25 restart,
which resulted in the only red flag
of the evening. Restarting in
third, "B-Shepp" made an ultra rare
mistake on the turns one & two
cushion, getting out of shape in the
Rocket1 Racing No. 1 and spinning
in front of the field. What followed
was pandemonium. Piling in late
with with heavy damage was fifth-
running Chris Ferguson, seventh-
running Ashton Winger, and
12th-running Darrell Lanigan. Along
with those four, a whole pack of
other backmarkers spun to a stop
trying to avoid the melee.

Going back green, Overton did-

n't receive a real challenge for the
lead until ten to go with traffic ap-
proaching and Erb closing. While
keeping their on the front duo of
Overton and Erb, fans witnessed a
rare moment with Sheppard
and Scott Bloomquist both going a
lap down to the race leaders. Cap-
italizing on the those slower cars,
Erb pinned Overton in and snuck
by him on the low side to lead the
43rd lap. Getting up on the wheel
and quickly recovering, Overton
gassed up the No. 76 and went
right back to work; passing Erb
back on the 44th circuit. Erb con-
tinued to hound Overton through-
out the final six laps, but would run
out of time in his quest to stop "Big
Sexy" from keeping his hot streak
alive on his home turf.

Falling just short of back-to-back
wins, "The One Man Band" still
recorded another phenomenal
night and did something he hasn't
done in almost three years. With
consecutive podium results at Eriez
and Lavonia, this is only the third
time in Erb's World of Outlaws Late
Model Series career that he's
recorded back-to-back top-three
runs.

For Chase Junghans his third-
place finish was like a sigh of relief
for the Shop Quik No. 18 Rocket
Chassis bunch. Marking only his
second podium appearance of the
2020 campaign, it was his first top-
three bid in nearly two months.

Ricky Weiss collected his 16th
top five finish of the year aboard
the Drydene Performance Product-
sNo. 7. Closing out the top five was
early leader "Kid Quick" Zack
Mitchell with his third career top five
finish in World of Outlaws competi-
tion.

Closing out the top ten at Lavo-
nia on Friday night was Michael
Brown, Ross Bailes, Brent Dixon,
Cade Dillard. and Nick Schlager.
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s Overton Dominates
Lancaster For 4th Straight

World of Outlaws Win

Brandon Overton celebrates atop his car in victory lane after win-

ning at Lancaster Motor Speedway. Overton also won the night be-

fore at Lavonia Speedway. (Jacy Norgaard photo)



PORTSMOUTH,
OH - On the day he
celebrated his 20th
birthday, Hudson
OʼNeal drove to vic-
tory on Saturday Night
at Portsmouth Race-
way Park. He overtook
Jimmy Owens on Lap
37 on his way to tak-
ing the win in the
Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series sanctioned

Bob Miller Memorial River Days
Rumble – presented by Pepsi.

After grabbing the lead, OʼNeal
withstood a caution with one lap to
go to become the 18th different
winner this season, and he notched
his first win of 2020. Owens fin-
ished in second followed by Tanner
English, Jared Hawkins, and
Shane Clanton.

Jonathan Davenport and Owens
started on the front row with Owens
taking the lead on the opening
lap.  Owens and Davenport ran 1-2
for the first ten laps until Devin
Moran moved into the second spot
and started challenging Owens for
the race lead. Moran was pressur-
ing Owens for the lead when he
suffered a left rear flat tire with 32
laps scored. On the restart Tim Mc-
Creadie moved into second, but a
few laps later he would lose a left
rear wheel heading down the back-
stretch. OʼNeal became the new
second-place runner and on the
37th lap he made his move for the
lead.

In Lucas Oil Victory Lane for the
seventh time in his career, the for-
mer series Rookie-of-the-Year was
relieved and excited to get the first
win for his new team that started
just last month. “We were fortunate
enough to win at Eldora last year
on my birthday. I knew I had a good
race car coming into tonight. I canʼt
thank Craig and Shannon Sims, my
girlfriend Tessa, and Dustin Nobbe
enough for their help. This has
been a long seven or eight months.
I didnʼt think I was ever going to do
it again. That one late restart
helped me. I was able to capitalize.
I donʼt think I had the best race car,
but I just think I found a line that
worked for me.”

Owens was seeking his 11th se-
ries win of the season but was
happy with his runner-up finish in
the end. “The cautions were good
for us for a while. The top side was
getting higher and higher. There

was a lot of thrashing the cushion
up there tonight. There were peo-
ple knocking quarter-panels off, I
was waiting for one of mine to get
knocked off. Hudson just had a
good car tonight, congratulations
and happy birthday to him.”

English, the top point man in the
Eibach Rookie-of-the-Year chase
had his first podium finish of the
season. “He [OʼNeal] got up to the
top pretty quickly. I was racing with
him side-by-side and the next thing
I knew he was out in front.  He had
a good car. Congratulations to
him.”

Completing the top ten were
Kyle Bronson, Jonathan Daven-
port, Josh Richards, Kody Evans,
and Tyler Bruening.

For the latest breaking news
concerning  visit the official website
at: www.lucasdirt.com.

Davenport Back in
Lucas Oil Victory Lane

with Win at
Ponderosa Speedway

JUNCTION CITY, KY - Jonathan
Davenport notched his third Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series win of
the season on Friday Night at Pon-
derosa Speedway. Davenport, the
3-time and reigning series cham-
pion, led all the way in winning the
16th Annual John Bradshaw Me-
morial and earning his 50th career

LOLMDS win.
Billy Moyer Jr. finished in second

to equal his best career LOLMDS
finish. Mike Marlar made a late-
race charge on the outside to claim
third. Zack Dohm came home
fourth with Tim McCreadie coming
from 12th to place fifth.

Davenport took the lead at the
start of the race with Jimmy Owens
hot on his heels until the first cau-
tion of the race came out with 14
laps scored. The race then saw a
long-stretch of green-flag racing as
Owens and Moyer Jr. diced it up for
second for several laps. A caution
with 38 laps scored allowed for a
clear track in front of Davenport.  

The battle for second saw Moyer
Jr. clear Owens. Owens faded to
sixth with 12 laps remaining. The
final caution appeared with four
laps to go, setting up a single-file
restart. Davenport opened up
breathing room as he flashed
across the finish line, beating
Moyer Jr. by 1.3 seconds.

Davenport, who raced at Pon-
derosa a few weeks ago on an off-
weekend for the LOLMDS made it

two-for-two in his trips over the last
month to the Central Kentucky bull-
ring. “Man, itʼs been a struggle here
for sure. We have had some really
good years. We just try to not let
the lows get too low. Iʼve got to give
this win to my guys. They have
been working their tails off. Man, I
cherish these wins. I didnʼt know
when I was going to get another
one.”

Moyer Jr. stayed in the hunt the
entire distance and earned yet an-
other podium finish with the series
this year.

Marlar came on strong near the
end to challenge for the runner-up
position. “I was trying to put on a
show for the fans. I was really
wanting to win one so close to my
home. The track was awesome out
there tonight, we could move
around a little bit. I needed a few
more things to go my way on the
restarts, but we had a good car at
the end for sure.”

Completing the top ten were
Tyler Erb, Jimmy Owens, Kyle
Strickler, Hudson OʼNeal, and Kyle
Bronson.
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Birthday with a Lucas Oil
Win at Portsmouth

Hudson OʼNeal raced his way to victory lane at Portmouth Race-

way Park. (lucasdirt.com photo)



ELDON, MO -
Leading 40-laps start
to finish at Lake Ozark
Speedway, Arkansas
shoe Derek Hagar
picked up the week-
end's $5,000 top prize
in the Lake Ozark
ASCS 360 Nationals
with the
Racinboys.com ASCS
Warrior Region pre-
sented by Impact
Signs, Awnings, and
Wraps.

Besting a field of 62, Hagar
earned the pole and never looked
back as Washington's Seth
Bergman captured his second run-
ner-up finish of the weekend, trail-
ing Hagar by 2.826-seconds at the
finish with Brady Bacon in tow to
complete the Sunday podium.

Coming from 13th, Missouri's
Miles Paulus made it to fourth with
Chris Morgan completing the top
five.

Kyle Bellm crossed sixth with
John Carney II wheeling from 17th
to seventh. Roger Crockett in
eighth was followed by Ayrton Gen-
netten, who had to climb 11 posi-
tions to ninth. Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
completed the top ten.

Next for the Racinboys.com
ASCS Warrior Region presented
by Impact Signs, Awnings, and
Wraps is the annual matchup with
the Lucas Oil American Sprint Car
Series presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network at Hock-
ett/McMillin Memorial at Lucas Oil
Speedway. The $10,000 to win
event runs September 17, 18, and
19 at the Diamond of Dirt Tracks.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up ASCS Nation, log onto
www.ascsracing.com, follow on
Facebook, on Instagram, and Twit-
ter (@LucasOilASCS).

Robbie Price Wins
Lake Ozark ASCS 360

Nationals Opener
ELDON, MO - Ending a nearly

year-long dry spell, Canada's Rob-
bie Price made his way back to Vic-
tory Lane with a $3,000 score over
an impressive field of 63 competi-
tors to open the 2020 Lake Ozark
ASCS 360 Nationals with the Rac-
inboys.com ASCS Warrior Region
presented by Impact Signs,
Awnings, and Wraps. 

Leading start to finish for his
second career victory with the
ASCS Warrior Region, Price took
the lead from the right of the front
row. Keeping pace through the
non-stop feature event, the No. 21p
had familiar company on the
podium as Washington's Seth
Bergman made up a trio of spots to
second. Roger Crockett slipped
from the pole to third with Garet
Williamson and Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
completing the top five. 

A winner with the POWRi Lucas
Oil WAR Sprint Cars, Brady Bacon
crossed sixth in winged competi-
tion. Derek Hagar from 14th made
it to seventh with Matt Covington in
tow. Howard Moore was ninth with
Miles Paulus making an impressive
run from 24th to complete the top
ten.

Crawley Conquers
ASCS Showdown at

Dirt On The Rev
MONROE, LA - Landing his

sixth career victory with the ASCS
Mid-South Region, Tim Crawley
was the class of the field Saturday
night at the ASCS Mid-South/Lone
Star Region debut at Dirt on the
Rev. 

Rolling through the field from
seventh, Crawley worked the hub
of the Louisiana oval in the Ronnie
Pitts Motorsports No. 1x. Moving
from fourth to second with a three-
wide move following a mid-race
restart, Tim was in pursuit of Koty
Adams. Working into traffic with a
handful of laps to run, Crawley se-
cured the lead off the second turn. 

Keeping the field at bay on a
restart with six laps to go, Crawley
pulled away by a half straightaway.
Koty Adams held on for second
with Ernie Ainsworth third. Channin
Tankersley and Dustin Gates com-

pleted the top five.
Cody Gardner was sixth with

Joseph Miller, Paxton Gregory,
Blake Jenkins, and Cody Stacy,
making up the top ten. 

The ASCS Mid-South Region
rolls again on Saturday, September
12, at I-30 Speedway in Little Rock,
Ark. The race is the last warmup
before the COMP Cams Short
Track Nationals. 

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up ASCS Nation in 2020, log
onto www.ascsracing.com, follow
on Facebook, on Instagram, and
Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Taylor Sweeps ASCS
Frontier Weekend at

Sweetwater Speedway
ROCK SPRINGS, WY - Wasting

no time adding his second Brodix
ASCS Frontier Region triumph to
his list of accomplishments,
Wyomingʼs Zac Taylor made it back
to back wins at Sweetwater Speed-
way.

Traveling from Colorado, Zack
Merritt crossed second with Damon
McCune third. Robert DeHaan and
Mindy McCune made up the top
five.

With a sixth-place finish, Jeremy
McCune wrapped up his second
Brodix ASCS Frontier Region
Championship in as many years,
winning over his son, Damon, by
149 markers. Shad Petersen
ended up seventh with Caleb
Crowther, Madison Crowther, and
Channin Filler, completing the top
ten.

Updates on the 2021 season will
be posted as they are made avail-
able.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up ASCS Nation, log onto
www.ascsracing.com, follow on
Facebook, on Instagram, and Twit-
ter (@LucasOilASCS).

Taylor Tops ASCS
Frontier at Sweetwater

ROCK SPRINGS, WY - Getting
his first career victory with the
Brodix ASCS Frontier Region on
Friday, Zac Taylor defending his
home turf at Sweetwater Speed-
way. 

His third overall ASCS win, the
first two being with the Elite North
Non-WIng Series in Colorado, Tay-
lor shot to the point from third and
was chased to the finish by Mon-
tana's Jeremy McCune. Zach Mer-
ritt, Damon McCune, and Mindy
McCune completed the top five. 

Robert DeHaan, Caleb
Crowther, Shad Petersen, Madison
Crowther, Channing Filler, and
Chauncey Filler made up the top
ten.

Lu
ca

s O
il 

Am
er

ic
an

Sp
rin

t C
ar

 S
er

ie
s Hagar Perfect In Lake Ozark

ASCS 360 Nationals Finale

Derek Hagar celebrates in victory lane at Lake Ozark Speedway

after winning the ASCS 360 Nationals with the ASCS Warrior Re-

gion. (Terry Ford photo)

Zac Taylor swept ASCS Frontier Region action at Sweetwater Speed-

way this past weekend. (Andrew Kunas photo)



ATTICA, OH - It
did not come easy, but
St. Helena, Califor-
niaʼs Rico Abreu left
the home of “Ohioʼs
Finest Racing” on Sat-
urday evening as an
Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet
All Star Circuit of
Champions presented
by Mobil 1 winner,
scoring the Attica Am-
bush finale at Attica

Raceway Park for a $10,000 pay-
day. Abreu, who started second on
the feature grid, led the final 27 cir-
cuits to nail down the five-figure
winnerʼs share, but was forced to
fend off the likes of Trey Jacobs
and Aaron Reutzel along the way.

His first since cashing in for
$5,000 at Muskingum County
Speedway in July, Abreu is now a
two-time All Star winner in 2020,
bumping his career total to nine in
the process.

Two-time and defending Series
champion, Aaron Reutzel, finished
second in the Ambush finale, fol-
lowed by Cap Henry, Ian Madsen
and Trey Jacobs.

“Thatʼs an intense 40 laps here,”
an elated Rico Abreu said in victory
lane. “You really have to be patient
and know that your car is going to
keep coming to you. Wow, what a
crowd. This is great for Attica.”

Although starting from the out-
side-pole position, it was polesitter
and Wooster, Ohio-native Trey Ja-
cobs who earned the initial jump,
driving away from Abreu and Cale
Thomas to lead the first circuit. A
caution on lap two would freeze the
running order the first time giving
Abreu a second chance at snag-
ging command. The ensuing restart
would prove to do Abreu a favor, ul-
timately utilizing his momentum to
sneak up on Jacobs and capture
the lead by lap five.

Despite Abreuʼs attempts in
maintaining a quick pace around
the outer edge of the speedway, it
was Jacobs who kept his focus on
the bottom and eventually tracked
down the leader, first losing a drag
race on the frontstretch before re-
gaining control officially on lap 12. A
caution on lap 13 would pause the
race yet again giving Abreu another
chance to restart on the tailtank of
Jacobs. As displayed before, Abreu
took advantage of the restart and
worked up enough momentum to
slingshot around Jacobs on lap 14.

In the meantime, Aaron Reutzel
was on the move, powering his way
to third from sixth by lap 15 before
getting by Jacobs to take second
with 25 circuits in. By lap 30, the
heat was on between Abreu and
Reutzel, racing nearly nose-to-tail
for the next several circuits. The
Baughman-Reutzel Motorsports
entry showed Abreu its nose on a
few occasions, and even with peri-
ods of slower traffic playing in
Reutzelʼs favor, Abreu never fal-
tered. At the finish, Abreu and
Reutzel were separated by a mere-
1.08 seconds.

“That was all I had,” Aaron
Reutzel said after finishing second.
“I didnʼt realize the race was about
to end when it did. Iʼm not sure
what more I could have done. I got
to where I could run the top really
hard and he started to get tight. I
tried to move to the bottom with the
intent to get him to move to the bot-
tom, which he did for a little bit, but
I didnʼt capitalize.”

Whatʼs Next: The Ollieʼs Bargain
Outlet All Star Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1 will continue
the month of September with a
three-day stay at Port Royal
Speedway on Thursday through
Saturday, September 10-12. For
more information, please visit Port
Royal Speedway online at
www.portroyalspeedway.com.

Online Coverage: Each and
every event on the 2020 Ollieʼs
Bargain Outlet All Star Circuit of
Champions presented by Mobil 1
schedule will be broadcast live ex-
clusively at www.floracing.com.

Tim Shaffer Scores
First All Star Victory of

2020 During Attica
Ambush Opener

ATTICA, OH - A name certainly
synonymous with Ollieʼs Bargain
Outlet All Star Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1 competition,
but left winless with the Series
since February of 2019, the “Steel
City Outlaw” Tim Shaffer proved to
the open wheel world that he still
has what it takes to be an All Star
winner, breaking through during At-
tica Raceway Parkʼs Attica Ambush
opener on Friday night for a $5,000
top prize.

Resulting in the 67th All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions victory of his il-
lustrious career, the Aliquippa,
Pennsylvania-native led all 40 cir-

cuits at the Attica short track to se-
cure his trip to victory lane, with-
standing early pressure from fellow
sprint car veteran, Jac Hauden-
schild, before holding off Shane
Stewart in the closing circuits.
Shaffer is now an eight-time Series
winner at Attica Raceway Park, of-
ficially tied with Frankie Kerr for
second on the all-time Attica All
Star win list.

“Itʼs been a while. I havenʼt run
with the Series steady, but weʼre
just out here building a team,” Tim
Shaffer said in Attica Raceway
Park victory lane. “We can only run
a limited schedule so we have to
make it worthwhile when we do
run. Hats off to my guys. Everybody
has stepped up and here we are.
These kids are getting harder and
harder to beat.”

Inheriting a front row starting po-
sition after a false start by Cale
Conley during the initial green,
Shaffer drove on to gain the early
advantage, leading Jac Hauden-
schild and Cale Conley by the flag-
stand for the first time. Searching
around the speedway early, Shaf-

fer found his rhythm within the first
few circuits, eventually relying on
the top of turns one and two and
the bottom of turns three and four.
Although in control the entire dis-
tance, traffic was never a factor for
the former All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions titlist, as cautions on lap 10,
21 and 36 kept Shaffer in clean air.

Despite a few early attempts by
Haudenschild to work by the Grove
Racing No. 28, it was Shane Stew-
art who challenged Shaffer late,
putting himself in view of the lead
after sneaking by the “Wild Child”
at the exit of turn four on lap 18.

A caution on lap 36 for a trou-
bled Cory Eliason, who was battling
for a top-five spot at the time of the
incident, gave Shane Stewart one
final opportunity to gain the edge
over Shaffer, but the “Steel City
Outlaw” proved to be too strong
with a clear track ahead.

Stewart chased Shaffer to the
final checkers, followed by Cale
Thomas, Cale Conley and Paul
McMahan. Although missing the
top-five, Rico Abreu gained 16 po-
sitions to finish sixth.
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in Attica Ambush Finale at
Attica Raceway Park

Rico Abreu celebrates in victory lane after racing his way to a win

in the Attica Ambush Finale at Attica Raceway Park. (Paul Arch

photo)

Tim Shaffer raced his way to victory lane in the Attica Ambush

opener at Attica Raceway Park. (Paul Arch photo)



Bristol
Motor Speedway

BRISTOL, TN -
Bristol Motor Speed-
way officials an-
nounced today that a
limited number of tick-
ets for the Pintyʼs U.S.
Short Track Nationals
presented by Voreʼs
Welding and Steel are
on sale now. The pres-
tigious short track race
will be held at Bristol
Motor Speedway for
the fourth consecutive
year on Saturday,
Sept. 26.

The one-day
show, with a closed session of
practice scheduled for Friday, Sept.
25, will showcase four exciting
classes, headlined by the powerful
Super Late Models. Along with
Super Late Models, the event will
feature race action in Pro Late
Models, Street Stocks and Com-
pacts.

Fans are encouraged to pur-
chase their grandstand tickets for
Saturdayʼs race in advance to take
advantage of a special discount.
Tickets are $15 in advance or $20 if
you purchase on the day of the
event. Kids (12 and under) tickets
are $5. The grandstands will not be
open for Fridayʼs test session.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
spectators will be required to follow
Bristol Motor Speedwayʼs safety
protocols and guidelines, including
practicing social distancing, having
temperature screenings upon sta-
dium entry and wearing masks in
common areas like concessions
and restrooms. Fans can remove
their masks once they are in their
socially-distanced grandstand
seats. A full list of BMS safety pro-
tocols and guidelines are available
on the BMS Website.

Competitor and team pit passes
are $45 each for Friday and Satur-
day, or a two-day combo pit pass is
available for $85. To purchase a pit
pass you must be 14 or older. For
those who have pit passes, an Ole
Smoky Rooftop upgrade is avail-
able for $20. Teams who still need
to register can do so by clicking
here.

Parking is available at Bristol
Motor Speedwayʼs South Entrance
on Friday and Saturday for $10
each day and is available to pur-
chase in advance. Only cashless
transactions will be conducted at-
track for tickets, pit passes, parking
and concessions. 

Fridayʼs closed practice session
begins at noon with team parking in
the pits starting at 8 a.m. Each

class will receive three rounds of
practice and the practice session
will close at 7:15 p.m. On Saturday,
the garage opens for competitors at
9 a.m. and a final round of practice
sessions begins at 11 a.m. Group
qualifying for all classes starts at
1:30 p.m. Feature races for all
classes gets underway at 4 p.m. A
full schedule is listed below.

Camping is available in the
Driver RV Lot and the Medallion
campground. Click here for more
information about camping or con-
tact BMS Camping Manager Daniel
Warren for additional information.

Past winners of the Pintyʼs U.S.
Short Track Nationals include
Stephen Nasse, popular former
Cup Series driver Mike Skinner,
NASCAR Truck Series standout
Raphael Lessard, local favorite
Josh Reeves and current NASCAR
Cup Series star Bubba Wallace.

The sanctioning bodies leading
the efforts in 2020 for the Super
Late Models are the ARCA/CRA
Super Series powered by JEGS,
The Southern Super Series and the
CARS Tour. The Pro Late Models
will be sanctioned by the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour pre-
sented by Chevrolet Performance.
The Van Hoy Oil CRA Street
Stocks will oversee their portion of
the show, while the Vore's Compact
Touring Series will handle the sanc-
tioning of the Front Wheel Drive
Compacts.

For more information, visit
www.bristolmotorspeedway.com.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - Dover Interna-

tional Speedway will pay tribute to
the victims of the Sept. 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks with the annual
9/11 Memorial Blood Drive over two
days – Thursday, Sept. 10 (noon to
6 p.m.) and Friday, Sept. 11 (9 a.m.
to 2 p.m.).

This marks the 15th consecutive
year that Dover International
Speedway and the Blood Bank of
Delmarva have partnered together
for this event, dating to 2006. The
new two-day format will allow BBD
to ideally register 240 people to do-
nate, potentially helping up to 720
hospital patients.

In appreciation to all who regis-
ter, each person presenting to do-
nate blood can also enjoy the
exciting chance to drive a lap
around The Monster Mile – a new
incentive this year. BBD will as-
semble a “I Drove The Monster
Mile” photo gallery of donors.

There is also a new location for
the annual 9/11 Memorial Blood
Drive, which will be accessible via
Plaza Drive, off the Speedwayʼs

Leipsic Road entrance. (Please fol-
low directions of staff.) And re-
member to only schedule an
appointment if you are feeling
healthy and are fever free. (Tem-
peratures will be checked prior to
entry at Dover International Speed-
way.)

This crucial blood drive comes
just as BBD deals with new and un-
precedented challenges such as
college and high school blood
drives on indefinite hiatus. Blood
donations are typically lower during
the summer and the return to
school usually helps make up the
difference and stabilizes the blood
supply. In the past, school and col-
lege drives have resulted in 8,000
blood donations each year.

Blood from volunteer donors is
needed every two seconds to help
meet the daily transfusion needs of
cancer and surgery patients, acci-
dent and burn victims, newborns
and mothers delivering babies,
AIDS and sickle cell anemia pa-
tients, and many more. 

Please visit www.donate.bbd.
org/donor/schedules/sponsor_cod
e and use sponsor code DIS or call
1-888-8-BLOOD-8 to book an ap-
pointment.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Officials from

Talladega Superspeedway and Ag-
Pro Companies, a regional John
Deere dealership across seven
states, announced today that the
newly scheduled NASCAR Xfinity
Series race at NASCARʼs Most
Competitive track on Saturday, Oct.
3, will be known as the Ag-Pro 300
at TALLADEGA.

For the first time in history, the
NASCAR Xfinity Series, which has
been a staple during the trackʼs
springtime weekend for more than
20 years, will compete twice in the
same season at NASCARʼs Most
Competitive venue. The addition of
the Ag-Pro 300 at TALLADEGA
comes from a realignment from the
Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course event,
originally set for May 30. The Ag-
Pro 300 at TALLADEGA continues
a strong partnership between the
2.66-mile track and Ag-Pro Com-
panies, which is also the Official
Tractor Dealer of Tal-
ladega Superspeed-
way.

“Ag-Pro is very ex-
cited to be the official
track partner with the
Talladega Super-
speedway for the Ag-
Pro 300,” said James
Groover, CEO of Ag-
Pro Companies. “Tal-
ladega is a legendary

race track that has fans from all
over the nation who enjoy some of
the worldʼs most competitive
races.  Ag-Pro is extremely hon-
ored to be the first John Deere
dealer in the nation to have a
NASCAR race entitlement, and it is
at this iconic track!”

Ag-Pro Companies, headquar-
tered in Boston, GA, was founded
in 1958. Ag-Pro is the largest pri-
vately-owned John Deere dealer-
ship in North America offering a
complete line of lawn and gar-
den equipment, small tractors, agri-
cultural equipment and
construction worksite products.
With 71 locations across Alabama,
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Ohio,
South Carolina and Tennessee Ag-
Pro serves a diverse customer
base and has over 1,500 employ-
ees on staff to provide customers
with the highest level of service.
For more information, visit www.ag-
proco.com.

“Ag-Pro has been an incredible
partner since 2018, serving as our
ʻOfficial Tractor Dealer,ʼ” said Tal-
ladega Superspeedway President
Brian Crichton. “We were excited to
learn we would have an Xfinity Se-
ries race as part of our NASCARʼs
Playoff weekend. To have Ag-Pro,
part of the ʻDega family, be a major
part of the historical race means a
great deal to our track family and
race fans everywhere.”

The Ag-Pro 300 at TALLADEGA
will be a part of a double-dose of
action on Saturday, Oct. 3 with the
Sugarlands Shine 250 for the
NASCAR Gander RV & Outdoors
Truck Series at 12:00 p.m. CDT.
The Ag-Pro 300 at TALLADEGA
gets the green flag at 3:30 p.m.
CDT. Sundayʼs anchor event, the
YellaWood 500 for the NASCAR
Cup Series, is scheduled for a 1:00
p.m. CDT start. All three races will
play a pivotal role in NASCAR
Playoffs with the Ag-Pro 300 at
TALLADEGA being the second
race (of three) in the Round of 12.
Justin Haley won the trackʼs
NASCAR Xfinity Series race earlier
this year, originally scheduled for
April that was postponed to June.

The full schedule for Oct. 3-4 
(Continued Next Page)
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weekend for Talladega
Superspeedway in-
cludes:

• Sat Oct. 3 – Sug-
arlands Shine 250
NASCAR Gander RV
& Outdoors Truck Se-
ries at 12:00 p.m. CDT
(FS1, SiriusXM
NASCAR Channel 90
& MRN); 94 laps

• Sat, Oct. 3 – Ag-
Pro 300 at TAL-
LADEGA NASCAR
Xfinity Series at 3:30
p.m. CDT (NBCSN,
SiriusXM NASCAR

Channel 90 & MRN); 113 laps
• Sun, Oct. 4 – YellaWood 500

NASCAR Cup Series at 1:00 p.m.
CDT (NBC, SiriusXM NASCAR
Channel 90 & MRN); 188 laps

The Ag-Pro 300 at TALLADEGA,
as well as the Sugarlands Shine
250, will not have fans in atten-
dance in in the frontstretch grand-
stands. In addition, most hospitality
areas and the Talladega Garage
Experience will be closed for the
weekend, however limited camping
will be allowed. For further informa-
tion, visit www.talladegasuper-
speedway.com or call
1-877-Go2-DEGA. Fans can keep
up with all the happenings at the
biggest, baddest race track on the
planet by following Talladega Su-
perspeedway on Twitter, Facebook,
and Instagram, and by download-
ing the trackʼs mobile app.

Ag-Pro Companies was founded
in 1958 and is headquartered in
Boston, GA.  Ag-Pro is now the
largest privately-owned John
Deere dealership in North America
offering a complete line of lawn and
garden equipment, small tractors,
agricultural equipment and con-
struction worksite products.  With
71 locations across Alabama,
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Ohio,
South Carolina and Tennessee, Ag-
Pro serves a diverse customer
base and has over 1,500 employ-
ees on staff to provide customers
with the highest level of service.
For more information, visit www.ag-
proco.com.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - With apologies

to Kurt Busch, who made Bristol
Motor Speedway his personal play-
ground in the 2000s with five wins
from 2002 to 2006, the two biggest
headlines to emerge from The
Worldʼs Fastest Half-Mile during
that time period took place in 2001
and 2004, when two of the sportʼs
titans grabbed their only Bristol

wins in dramatic fashion.
A pair of NASCAR Hall of

Famers – Tony Stewart and Dale
Earnhardt Jr. – both checked the
iconic Northeast Tennessee short
track off of their racing bucket lists
during that decade and the wins
were compelling and memorable.
Both of those victories took place
during the Sharpie 500, the ances-
tor to todayʼs Bass Pro Shops NRA
Night Race.

The enormity of those two victo-
ries is why the Bass Pro Shops
NRA Night Race became one of
the hottest tickets in the Cup Series
and it remains one of NASCARʼs
majors, a race that every fan wants
to experience at least once in their
lifetime.

In 2001, Stewart was finally able
to add the iconic Bristol trophy to
his diverse personal collection. He
passed rival Jeff Gordon with 69
laps to go and led the rest of the
way in his orange No. 20 Joe Gibbs
Racing machine. In the late stages
of the race, Kevin Harvick was clos-
ing in fast on Stewart, but eventu-
ally he ran out of laps and the
Indiana Hoosier took home a vic-
tory that he had long coveted.

“I've wanted to win a race here
all my life, this is my favorite race
track,” Stewart told reporters after
the race. “It's just awesome to win
at Bristol. It's so hard to win here.
So many things happen and there
are so many things that can go
wrong.”

Stewart says part of the puzzle
to win a race at Bristol is constantly
being on high-alert and strategi-
cally navigating the trackʼs high-
banked corners which allow the
Cup Series cars to top 130 mph on
a .533-mile oval. It truly is a short
track that thinks itʼs a superspeed-
way, and unlike any other test of
racing on the schedule.

“Everything happens so fast,”
Stewart says. “At the end of the day
when the race is done and your
adrenaline wears off, you're worn
out. But when you're in the car and
the adrenaline's pumping, you don't
get in that smooth, calm rhythm
that you do at a place like Michigan
or California where you've got big,
sweeping corners and long
straightaways. There's just no time
to relax. You don't get that luxury at
Bristol.”

Aside from his lone win in 2001,
Stewart had a career average fin-
ish of 17.7 at Bristol, with seven
top-fives and 10 top-10s in 33 ca-
reer starts. Stewart had some
tough luck at BMS over the years.
In 2006, 2007 and 2008 editions of
the Food City 500, Stewart led a
ton of laps, but never got the re-

ward. He led 245 laps in 2006 only
to finish 12th. In 2007 he led 257
laps, but ultimately finished 35th.
He led 267 laps in 2007, but ended
up in 14th place when the check-
ered flag fell.

“Bristol is a track that's feast or
famine,” Stewart says. “If you have
a really good day, it's a lot of fun.
But if you have one little problem, it
normally makes for a very long day.
We've had more long days than
good days.”

Stewart, along with Earnhardt
Jr., are two of the 21 Cup drivers in
BMS history who own only one tro-
phy from the challenging track.
Winning at Bristol can be a very dif-
ficult task, as Earnhardt Jr. found
out during his career.

His famous father, Dale Earn-
hardt Sr., won Bristol nine times
overall and dominated at the track
during the 1980s, winning six
times. Much like Stewart, Earn-
hardt Jr. had a love affair with Bris-
tol from a young age, but found
success there much more difficult
to come by than his father did.
Other than his triumph in 2004,
Earnhardt Jr. posted eight top-fives
and 16 top-10s in 35 career starts
at Bristol.

After winning the Night Race in
August 2004, and becoming the
first driver in Bristol history to
sweep a weekend by winning the
Xfinity and Cup races in consecu-
tive nights, Earnhardt Jr. reflected
on what it means to win a race at
the track that he most recently
called “The Dale Earnhardt of Race
Tracks.”

“I came to a lot of races here
when my dad drove them,” Earn-
hardt Jr. told reporters after his
2004 victory. “He made this place
magical if you're an Earnhardt fan,
and me being one of 'em. I might
not have done it like he did it just
now, but that was pretty damn
close. He had some great races
here. That's why this place is so
magical to me. I've wanted to win
here so bad. I never thought I'd win
a Busch race and a Cup race the
same weekend at Bristol. Good
Lord. What a great day.”

Of course, following the win in
Victory Lane, Earnhardt Jr. made
more history during his interview
with television reporter Bill Weber.
After leading 295 laps of the race,
including the final 85 laps, and
climbing out of his No. 8 Chevy,
Earnhardt Jr. let out a magical roar
that lives on to this day. When
Weber asked him why the win was
so special, Earnhardt yelled, “Itʼs
Bristol, baby!”

Earnhardt Jr. finished four sec-
onds in front of second place Ryan

Newman, who was followed across
the finish line by Jimmie Johnson,
Jeff Burton and Elliott Sadler in the
top five. Kurt Busch finished 8th,
Jeff Gordon was 14th and Stewart
was 19th. The night before, Earn-
hardt Jr. led the final 71 laps of the
Xfinity Series race to finish in front
of an all-star lineup that included
Matt Kenseth, Kyle Busch and
Kevin Harvick.

“To win at Bristol, let alone
sweep races at Bristol, it's awe-
some,” said Earnhardt Jr., who will
be officially inducted into the
NASCAR Hall of Fame early next
year as part of the 2021 class.
“With about 100 laps to go I was
thinking about how bad I hated this
track, but now that we've won, I
love it. It's a love-hate relationship,
because it just wears you out. That
was probably the most physically
draining experience I've had in a
race car. That long green-flag run,
man, it was something else.”

His emotion-filled phrase, “Itʼs
Bristol, baby!” continues to live on
among fans as a mantra for the
track and although he doesnʼt have
as many wins as his father at Bris-
tol, the one night he shined was
special indeed.

“Five years to the day after his
father scored his final Bristol Motor
Speedway victory, Dale Earnhardt
Jr. took a wildly popular win in the
Sharpie 500,” said noted motor-
sports historian and author David
McGee. “Despite starting 30th,
Earnhardt roared through the field
to take the lead on lap 64. He led
six times for 295 laps. He won by
almost five seconds over second-
place Ryan Newman. With that
win, Dale Jr. became the first driver
to ever sweep both a Busch and
Cup Series race at Bristol on the
same weekend. A feat even his fa-
mous father never accomplished.”

Just like Stewart and Dale Jr.ʼs
incredible victories at Bristol,
todayʼs crop of NASCAR Cup Se-
ries stars will be looking to create
some wow moments of their own at
Bristol Motor Speedway during
round number three of the
NASCAR Cup Playoffs on Satur-
day night, Sept. 19 during the 60th
running of the Bass Pro Shops
NRA Night Race.

The race will begin with 16 of the
best Cup Series drivers racing for
championship glory and will finish
with only 12 remaining in pursuit of
the 2020 season crown. As the first
cut-off race in the NASCAR Cup
Playoffs, four drivers will see their
championship dreams end that
night under the lights at The Last
Great Colosseum.

(Continued Next Page)

On
Tr
ac
k



Continued…

NASCARʼs best
drivers will beat and
bang on each other –
NASCAR Playoff style
– and only the
strongest will survive
500 laps of mayhem
and chaos inside the
high-banked, all con-
crete bullring. In the
Cup race, youʼll get to
see all of your favorite
drivers doing what
they do best, including
reigning Cup Series
champ Kyle Busch,
defending event win-

ner Denny Hamlin, Food City Su-
permarket Heroes 500 winner Brad
Keselowski,  and All-Star Race win-
ner Chase Elliott

The NASCAR Xfinity Series driv-
ers will battle to improve their posi-
tions for the Playoffs in what
promises to be a dramatic and ex-
citing regular season finale, Friday
night, Sept. 18, during the Food
City 300 at 7 p.m. When the check-
ered flag falls, the 12 Playoff driv-
ers will be set in the Xfinity Series.

On Thursday night, Sept. 17, the
NASCAR Gander RV & Outdoors
Truck Series will open its eight-race
Playoff series during the UNOH
200 presented by Ohio Logistics at
7:30 p.m.

Many of short track racingʼs ris-
ing stars, like Hailie Deegan, Ty
Gibbs and Drew Dollar, will hit the
track on Thursday night after the
Truck Series race for the Bushʼs
Beans 200 in the ARCA Menards
Series. Race officials announced
recently that this race, which is
scheduled as the 9:30 p.m. night-
cap on Thursday, will be increased
by 50 laps to a 107-mile distance.

The Bass Pro Shops NRA Night
Race and Food City 300 will be
broadcast on NBCSN, PRN Radio
and Sirius XM NASCAR Radio.
The UNOH 200 presented by Ohio
Logistics will be broadcast on FS1,
MRN Radio and Sirius XM
NASCAR Radio. The Bushʼs Bean
200 will be televised live by FS1.

For up-to-date information on
tickets, please continue to visit
www.bristolmotorspeedway.com/tic
kets.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Racewayʼs solar farm celebrated
10 years of producing clean and re-
newable solar energy on Tuesday,
August 25, 2020. 

“It is incredible to witness the
progress our solar farm has made
since going online 10 years ago,”

said Pocono Raceway CEO, Nick
Igdalsky. “This project was our first
venture into sustainability and was
the foundation for our ongoing
green successes. We sincerely
thank all who helped us start this
project and who have played a role
in maintaining it through the years.
We will continue to invest in our
solar initiatives, as well as the ro-
bust recycling, composting and
waste diversion programs we add
annually. Pocono Raceway wants
to ensure we remain one of the
most sustainable motorsports and
entertainment facilities in the
world.”

Pocono Raceway is recognized
as the worldʼs first, privately-owned
solar powered sports facility. 

BY THE NUMBERS - POCONO
RACEWAY SOLAR FARM DATA

• Size: Pocono Racewayʼs 25-
acre, three megawatt solar farm
currently ranks among the top-10
largest solar-powered sporting ven-
ues in the world. Pocono In 2018,
the Raceway was ranked fourth
among the worldʼs top 50 largest
solar stadiums and sporting venues
behind Indianapolis (Ind.) Motor
Speedway, TT circuit Assen
(Netherlands) and Lincoln Financial
Field (Philadelphia, Pa.,) as a result
of an independent study.[1]

• Solar Panels: Pocono Race-
wayʼs solar installation consists of
39,960 American-made photo-
voltaic modules, otherwise known
as solar panels.

• Energy Disbursement: Pocono
Racewayʼs solar farm produces
enough energy to power the trackʼs
daily operations and provides elec-
tricity to over 300 local homes and
businesses each year. 

• Total Energy Produced:
Pocono Racewayʼs solar farm has
produced a total of 37,042,235 Mil-
lion Kilowatt hours (kWh.) 

• Energy Equivalents and Off-
sets: The energy produced by
Pocono Racewayʼs solar farm is
the equivalent of 1,074,224
propane cylinders or approximately
3,000,421 gallons of gasoline. It
also equals the reduction of carbon
emission of over 26,190 metric
tons, the carbon dioxide offset from
666,759 trees or the greenhouse
emissions from 5,658 passenger
cars driven for a year. 
(Note: All numbers are approximate
and reported as of 12 p.m. ET on
September 3, 2020.)

HISTORY – POCONO RACE-
WAY SOLAR FARM MILESTONES

• May 2010: Construction of
Solar Farm Begins

• July 30, 2010: Pocono Race-
way Solar Farm Dedication Cere-
mony

• August 25, 2010: Solar Farm
Activated and Online

• December 9, 2010: Energy
Production Milestone – 1 Million
kWh

• December 26, 2011: Energy
Production Milestone – 5 Million
kWh

• April 7, 2013: Energy Produc-
tion Milestone – 10 Million kWh

• July 23, 2014: Energy Produc-
tion Milestone – 15 Million kWh

• January 7, 2017: Energy Pro-
duction Milestone – 25 Million kWh

• March 9, 2020: Energy Pro-
duction Milestone – 35 Million kwH

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS
AND PARTNERSHIPS

• 2010: Pocono Raceway re-
ceives  The Citizensʼ of Pennsylva-
nia “Green Power: Make It” Award,
Great Pocono Chamber of Com-
merceʼs “Bizzy Award for Best
Green Marketing Campaign” and
Pocono Mountains Visitors Bu-
reauʼs “Valued Partner Award” in
recognition for its solar power ini-
tiative.

• 2011: Pocono Raceway hon-
ored with “Excellence in Renew-
able Energy Award, Readersʼ
Choice Award” during Renewable
Energy World Conference & Expo
and as one of the recipients of the
Pennsylvaniaʼs Department of En-
vironmental Protectionʼs “2011
Governorʼs Award for Environmen-
tal Excellence.”

• 2012: Pocono Raceway joins
Beyond Sport. Beyond Sport is a
global organization that promotes,
supports and celebrates the use of
sport to address social issues in
communities around the world. We
do this through convening, sup-
porting and advising the worlds of
sport, business, government, and
development on how sport can be
used as a tool to achieve both so-
cial and business objectives

• 2013: Pocono Raceway joins
Green Sports Alliance. The Alliance
inspires professional sports
leagues, sports governing bodies,
colleges, teams, venues, their part-
ners and millions of fans to em-
brace renewable energy, healthy
food, recycling, water efficiency,
safer chemicals and other environ-
mentally preferable practices.

• 2013 and 2015: Pocono Race-
way receives NASCAR Green
Awards in recognition of valued
contribution to green innovation.

• 2017: Pocono Raceway, in
partnership with
Penn State Univer-
sity, becomes first
NASCAR track to re-
lease sustainability
report detailing solar
farm, recycling ef-

forts, waste diversion and addi-
tional green initiatives. 

• 2018: Pocono Racewayʼs sus-
tainability report is updated.  

• 2019: Pocono Raceway
eclipses 30 Million kWh and
achieves 75% waste diversion,
whereas waste is diverted from
landfills to be recycled or com-
posted. 

The Racewayʼs solar farm is lo-
cated along Long Pond Road, ad-
jacent to the storied 2.5-mile
triangular shaped track. To learn
more about Pocono Racewayʼs
sustainability efforts visit
www.poconoraceway.com/green.

Irwindale Speedway
IRWINDALE, CA – Irwindale

Speedway is pleased to announce
that on February 6, 2021, the ʻSun-
rise Ford All-Star Showdownʼ will
return to Irwindale Speedway with
record prize money.

Thanks to Sunrise Ford, the win-
nerʼs prize for the Super Late
Model and Pro Late Model races
will increase by $5,000 in 2021,
awarding $30,000 and $15,000 to
the respective winners of the Super
Late Model and Pro Late Model
feature events.

“The 2020 ̒ Sunrise Ford All-Star
Showdownʼ was phenomenal. The
awesome feedback from our fans
and competitors really pushed us to
try and take things to the next level
in 2021” said Irwindale Speedway
President Tim Huddleston. “Bob
and Maureen Bruncati, Lisa and I,
along with SRL and the entire Ir-
windale Speedway team could not
be more excited about the future of
this great event.”

The Sunrise Ford All-Star Show-
down will also serve as the season
opener for the west coastʼs premier
Super Late Model touring series,
the SPEARS (SRL) Southwest
Tour.

“Thereʼs not a better place to
start the 2021 season than at Ir-
windale Speedway in sunny South-
ern California,” stated the SRLʼs
Larry Collins. 

The 2021 edition of the ʻSunrise
Ford All-Star Showdownʼwill once
again draw the top teams from
around the nation to Southern Cal-
ifornia on the first weekend of Feb-
ruary. 

For updates and information, go
to www.irwindalespeedway.com or
www.srlsouthwesttour.com.
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Caraway

Speedway
SOPHIA, NC - On

a night when “Twin”
features for all divi-
sions was the norm,
three familiar names
emerged on top of
each feature at the
end of the night.

In the first 30 lap
feature for the Lim-
ited/Challenger divi-
sion, quick qualifier,
Coy Beard held off
Mitchell Wright, to take
the win.  While Beard
led from flag-to-flag,

an ever improving Mitchell dogged
Beard to the end to claim second.
Matt Gould finished third with Mike
Chambers, Bobby Salisbury and
Tripp Evans rounding out the field.

A lap one, turn one, skirmish be-
tween the front row cars of Salis-
bury, Chambers and Evans
eliminated youngster, Tripp.  Salis-
bury and Chambers continued and
on the restart, Beard jumped to the
front and was never headed.
Wright again finished second with
Gould, Chambers, Salisbury and
Tripp wrapping up the night for the
division. Wright maintained his lead
in season standings over Beard
and Gould. 

Tommy Raino ended the three
race win streak of Brandon Collins
in the UCAR Division. Raino mus-
cled past fast qualifier, Collins on
the backstretch on lap and smoked
the field to take the win.  Greg
Williams finished second with
Collins and Alan Higginson in tow.
Race two was a repeat of race one
as Raino came from fourth to tale a
lap one lead with the same cast of
characters behind.   Collins added
to his points lead over second
place Higginson.  

The Mini Stocks served up some
of the best and wildest racing of the
night in their “Twin 20” lap features.
Veteran A.J. Sanders rolled in from
a Friday night race in Florence, SC,
just in time for practice and while
he didnʼt “win” practice, he did take
the “pole” for the start of the first 20
lapper.  He wrestled the lead away
from Michael Wells and Luke Smith
on lap one out distanced the pair to
claim the win.  Smith finished sec-
ond with Wells, Johnny Baker, Tyler
Bush and Austin Harris in tow.  Alan
Hornady was seventh and D.J.
Dean, Wyatt Sapp and Brandon
Crotts rounded out the top ten in an
eighteen car field.  

In race two for the Mini Stocks,
Luke Smith grabbed the lead from
Chad Hopkins on lap four and held

the top spot through several cau-
tion periods until Sanders, who re-
covered from a turn four tangle with
Johnny Baker, took over the point
on lap fourteen.  Sanders held off
Baker, Smith and Harris on three
restarts to claim the win making it a
perfect night for the speedster from
Mocksville, NC.  Baker finished
second with Harris, Smith and Jun-
ior Smith rounding out the top five.
Matt Alley, Brandon Crotts, Chris
Smith, Hopkins and Jeremy Seeley
rounded out the top ten.  Sanders
continues to chip away at Luke
Smithʼs lead in season standings
slipping past Baker into the second
spot.  The top three have a big lead
over the remainder of the field.

John Morton took the win in the
30 lap Enduro/Any Car race over
Darrin Free, Jeremy Kidd, Matthew
Smith, Charles Thomas and Derek
Thomas.

Eight events are on tap for Sat-
urday September 12th at Caraway
Speedway.  A special 55 lapper for
the 602 Modifieds heads the list
along with features for the Lim-
ited/Challengerʼs, The Sportsman
and Street Stock cars from Bow-
man Gray Stadium, Mini Stocks,
and UCARʼs head the racing ac-
tion.  Two special events are also
on tap with a “Skid-Plate” race and
a “Chain Race”.  Skid plate racing
features front wheel drive cars with
a flat steel plate welded to the rear
wheels and in the chain race, two
cars are “chained” together.  The
front car has the engine but no
brakes while the back car has a
“dead” engine and brakes.  Should
be interesting on the banks of Car-
away Speedway.

For more information, go to
www.carawayspeedway.com or
check out Caraway Speedway on
Facebook.

Carteret County Speedway
PELETIER, NC – Boo Boo Dal-

ton outlasted the competition in
Sunday nightʼs attrition-filled Bobby
Watson Memorial Celebration,
scoring his second Late Model win
at Carteret County Speedway.

Dalton passed 2017 track cham-
pion Tyler Matthews to take the
lead on lap three and held off mul-
tiple challenges from 2018 cham-
pion Brandon Clements and Tyler
Horne.  The race, shortened in dis-
tance due to time constraints, came
down to a seven-lap shootout be-
tween Dalton, Clements and Horne
– with Dalton holding off the chal-
lenge.

“This is a big weekend,” Dalton
said.  “Bobby built an awesome,
awesome racetrack here and heʼs
got great people that run it.  You

canʼt ask for a better show than
right here.  There was a bunch of
racecars.  Iʼm so thankful to just
come out on top and get a red star
over my name.  We get to come
back and be a more than one-time
winner now.  I just got to thank my
guys who worked their butts off to
get this thing as good as it is every-
where we go.  I also want to thank
the racetrack.  If looking at it does-
nʼt say anything, just imagine win-
ning here.  Itʼs big.”

Horne settled for a runner-up fin-
ish while Brandon Clements, who
won the first feature race in speed-
way history in 2015, finished third.

“All in all, we gave it our all today
man, thatʼs what we came here to
do,” Clements said.  “We had a
third-place car really.  We whacked
the wall in the morning practice.
My team worked really hard to get
it back together.  I think we had a
spring give up on us but weʼre
going to work hard on it this week
and see if we canʼt get us a win
next week.”

Clements will compete in Satur-
day nightʼs Solid Rock Carriers
CARS Tour 125-lap Late Model
Stock Car feature event against the
regionʼs best Late Model competi-
tion.

On the fifth anniversary of his
win in the inaugural Late Model
race at Carteret County Speedway,
Clay Jones returned to victory lane
– this time driving a Super Truck
and handing Jody Measamer his
first loss at the track.

“Weʼve got a lot of history at this
place, even before it was ever
paved,” Jones said.  “Back when it
was a go-kart track, we used to
come down and support him then.
Itʼs an honor to come down here

and run this stuff.  These guys at
Measamer-Usry Motorsports put a
heck of a truck together and I canʼt
thank them enough.  Itʼs been
pretty special down here and to get
a win in another class is pretty spe-
cial too.”

Jonesʼ victory in the Super Truck
feature was the third different divi-
sion he has won in at the track.
Measamer finished second and
Jacob Lewis finished third.

Gary Ledbetter, Jr. outlasted
Chris Smith and Tyler Smith to win
in Street Stocks.  In Mini-Stocks,
A.J. Sanders held off son Stephen
for the victory in a wild feature
race.  Caleb Braswell, with a last
turn move, picked up his second
consecutive Jr. Mini Cup win on the
eve of his 12th birthday, while Mor-
gan Odum held off younger sister
Carmen in the Mini Cup feature just
days after her 16th birthday.  Tyler
Foster won in Bombers and fin-
ished second to Sean Wales in
Champ Karts.

Other winners include Jonny
Szeuczuk (Charger), Steve Sulli-
van (U-CAR), and Brenton Irving
(Legends).  The Legends race is
under review.

Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret
County Speedway will be back in
action on Saturday, September
12th with the Solid Rock Carriers
125, headlined by the Solid Rock
Carriers CARS Tour.  Super Trucks
and Legends will also be a part of
the event.  Tickets are available at
the gate for the race for $20 for
adults, kids 10 and under admitted
free.

For more information about
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Boo Boo Dalton celebrates a hard-fought win at Carteret County

Speedway. (ERIC CREEL photo)
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website at www.carter
etspeedway.com, 
“like” Carteret County
Speedway on Face-
book or follow
@carteretcoswy on
Twitter and Instagram.

Carteret County

Speedway
PELETIER, NC -

U.S. Legends Cars
and INEX International
has released its find-
ings after conducting
field tests on tires from

the top-three finishers of the August
22, 2020 Legends feature at Bobby
Watsonʼs Carteret County Speed-
way and, after inspection, Zack
Brown has inherited the victory in
the race.

Tires were taken from Brenton
Irving, Zack Brown and Aaron
Crumpler and sent to U.S. Legend
Cars and INEX International for fur-
ther inspection.  The tire belonging
to Irving failed inspection, being
found in violation of the tread depth
rule.  As a result, Irving has been
disqualified from the August 22nd
race.  The tires belonging to Brown
and Crumpler passed the field
tests, and those two drivers move
to first and second on the official re-
sults for the August 22nd race re-
spectively.

The win is Brownʼs first at
Carteret County Speedway. He is
the third consecutive first time
Carteret Legends winner and the
third different winner in three races
in 2020 – joining Jaiden Reyna and
Chase Singletary as race winners
this season.

The Legends division will be
back in action on Sunday, Septem-
ber 6th as a part of the Bobby Wat-
son Memorial Celebration.

For more information about
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official
website at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “like” Carteret County
Speedway on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter and In-
stagram.

Carteret County Speedway
PELETIER, NC - Chuck Ruffner,

a racer, car owner and friend of the
racing community, passed away on
Thursday evening.  Ruffnerʼs pres-
ence and his cars have been a sta-
ple at Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret
County Speedway.

Ruffner had raced at Carteret
County Speedway and also owned
cars that raced at the track.  He

helped many drivers through the
years, including Stephen Sanders,
Brandon Clements and Michael
Rouse, among others.  He also
started the Mini-Stock Mayhem se-
ries several years ago, a series that
has since morphed into the Car-
olina Mini-Stock Challenge.
Ruffner was 55.

“Yesterday, the racing family at
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway lost one of its biggest
fans and supporters,” Lowery said.
“Chuck Ruffner was a fixture, not
only at this track, but others in this
region.  He touched countless lives
with his passion for helping others
succeed.  To his family and friends,
I would like to send out a special
prayer for peace that surpasses all
understanding on behalf of myself
and the team at Bobby Watsonʼs
Carteret County Speedway.”

Multiple drivers ran tributes to
Chuck Ruffner on their cars during
Sundayʼs Bobby Watson Memorial
Classic.

For more information about
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official
website at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “like” Carteret County
Speedway on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter and In-
stagram.

Clinton County Speedway
MILL HALL, PA - Aaron Jacobus

of Corning NY topped the field of
26 RaceSaver Sprint Cars Friday
night at the Clinton County Speed-
way.  Noah Jensen of Nescopeck
won his second Pro Stock feature
of the season.  Timmy Bitner of
Beech Creek was victorious in both
the 270 and 600 feature events.
Sam Creveling was the winner of
the 4 cylinder division.

Aaron Jacobus started on the
front row by luck of the draw.  Ja-
cobus led the field as they came
out of turn four to lead lap one over
Larry McVay of Bordentown, NJ.
By lap number seven, Jacobus,
McVay, Dale Schweikart of Linden,

Josh Beamer of Picture Rocks, and
Dakota Schweikart of Linden
began to encounter lapped traffic.
The 3/8th mile oval created excite-
ment with sprint cars racing for po-
sition around all four corners of the
speedway.   

The events only caution came
out on lap number 11 for Reed
Thompson who stopped on the
speedway.  On the restart, Jacobus
held off the challenges from McVay
and Schweikart who were in a con-
tested battle for second.
Schweikart won that battle on lap
number thirteen.   Tylor Cochran of
Williamsport, who started eleventh,
moved into the top five at the raceʼs
mid-way point, and took the fourth
position one circuit later.  On lap 16,
the leaders again were in heavy
lapped traffic.  Schweikart began to
gain on Jacobus, but how each
driver navigated through lapped
traffic could be the deciding factor
of the race.  With 2 laps remaining,
Jacob made a power move to put a
few lapped cars between him and
Schweikart as the duo exited turn
number four.  At the checkered flag
it was Jacobus over Schweikart,
Cochran, McVay and Scott Lutz.
Sixth through tenth were Dakota
Schweikart, Josh Beamer, Garret
Bard, Ryan Lynn, and Dylan Proc-
tor.  Heat races were won by Proc-
tor, McVay and Jacobus.

Marc Bitler of Williamsport led
the opening laps of the Pro Stock
feature.  Noah Kissinger battled
with Bitler as Corey Long and Rich
Fye were also in contention.   Noah
Jensen, who started ninth, worked
this way up through the field and
broke into the top five on lap num-
ber three.  Two circuits later,
Jensen was pressuring Bitler for
the top position.  At the mid-way
point of the race, Jensen led Long,
Bitler, Kissinger, and AY Schilling.
As Jensen tried to distance himself
from the field, the Pro Stocks driv-
ers in 2nd through seventh jock-
eyed for position.  AY Schilling
passed Bitler for the third spot on
lap number 12 And Ray Rothfuss
advanced into the top five in the
final laps of the race.  At the finish,
it was Jensen over Long, Schilling,
Bitler and Rothfuss.   AJ Stroup fin-
ished sixth followed by Noah
Kissinger, Tommy Dawson, Fye
and Kevin VanAmburg.  Heat race
winners were won by Shilling and
Long. 

Timmy Bitner of Beech Creek
had a stellar performance during
the night by winning both the 270
and 600 Micro feature events.  Nick
Whitesel lead the opening circuit of
the 270 micro sprint feature.  Doug
Reinard took the lead at the com-

pletion of lap number two.  On lap
number four the red flag came
when Jeffrey Weaver of Lock
Haven rolled his sprint car in turn
number four.   On the restart, Bitner
who started ninth made the winning
pass for the lead.   Whitesel,
Reinard, Spotts and Jeff Haefke
battled for the top five.   The cau-
tion waved on lap number 8 when
Buddy Kramer and Levi Brungard
stopped on the speedway.  That
provided Whitesel and Reinard an
opportunity to restart on Bitnerʼs
back bumper.   Bitner passed a
lapped car on the white flag lap and
went on to record the win over
Whitesel, Ethan Spotts, Jeff Haefke
and Troy Whitesel.  Six through
tenth were Dan Wertman, Logan
Hammaker, Mitchell Holden, Kyler
Shal and Dustin Roberts.  Heat
races were won by Nick Whitesel,
Troy Whitesel, and Weaver.

Bitner and Trevor Teats started
on the front row of the 600 Micro
Sprint feature event.  A four car ac-
cident on the opening lap in turn
one brought out the red flag involv-
ing Garret Bard, Derek Swartz,
Dan Tripoli, and Shawn Doebrick.
Mikey Smith of Scranton took the
lead on the restart and appeared to
be the fastest car of the night.  As
Smith came through turns three
and four, something on his car
broke and ended his night.  Bitner
then inherited the lead with AJ
Bast, Jeffrey Weaver, Teats, and
Tyson Mowery in the top five.   On
lap number 6 the caution came out
for Jeffrey Weaver.   As the race
restarted, Bitner led Teats, Johnny
Smith, Mowery, and Jeff Gyuina.
The top five racing order remained
unchanged in the final laps, provid-
ing Bitner with his second win of
the night.  Sixth through tenth were
Mitchell Holden, AJ Bast, Weaver,
Doebrick and Dermot Thompson.
Heat races were won by Bard and
Weaver

Eric Miller and Jonathan
Stringfellow led the full field of 4-
Cylinders to the green flag.
Stringfellow led the opening laps of
the race, before 4th place starter
Sam Crevling took the lead on lap
number 4.   The caution waved on
lap number five for Virgil Meyer and
again on lap number seven for Tim
Muthler.   Creveling was strong on
both restarts to hold off his chal-
lengers.  When the checkered flag
waived, Creveling edged out Josh
Morton for the win. Sterling Kepner
was third over Tyler Watson and
Michael Luther.  Sixth through tenth
were Kennedey Courter, Scott En-
glert, Dylan Craft, Eric Miller, and
Virgil Meyer.

(Continued on Next Page…)
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In the Streetcar
drag racing competi-
tion, Jeremy Swank of
Somerset quickly be-
came the crowd fa-
vorite.  Swank
competed in a Dodge
Neon in a field domi-
nated by pick-up
trucks.  A single elimi-
nation bracket was
used to determine the
finalist for the one lap
drag race.  In the fi-
nals, Swank lined up
again Stewart Majew-
sky of Houtzdale who

was driving a Chevy 3500 HD
Truck.  Majewsky had the lead as
the duo exited turn two.  However,
Swank carried his momentum out
of the turns and caught the truck
going down the back stretch.
Swank made a pass for the lead as
they entered turns three and four.
The crowd cheered for Swank and
his neon as he raced to the finish
line to earn a trophy and $200 cash
prize.  

The Clinton County Speedway
returns to racing this Friday night
for a 6 division racing program. The
event presented by RC Bowman
Excavating will feature the Lenny
Stroud Jr. Memorial.  The Limited
Late Model will race for $1,200 to
win.  The RaceSaver Sprint Cars,
Pro Stocks, 270 Micro Sprints, 600
Micro Sprints and 4 Cylinders will
all compete for an additional $100
bonus.  All speedway champi-
onships will be decided as it is the
final points event of the season.
Gates will open at 5:15PM and
Racing will begin at 7:30PM.  For
more information, visit www.clin-
toncountyspeedway.com or visit
the speedway on Facebook.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - Less than a

month ago, Jordan Knight broke
into victory lane for the first time.

In Sundayʼs final portion of the
Labor Day Weekend Spectacular
atop the 3/8-mile Dodge City Race-
way Park clay oval, the Wright, KS,
racer nabbed his second Hambel-
ton Racing DCRP Sprint Car win by
wiring the field in the 15-lapper.

Other Sunday night winners that
put the finishing touches on the
Labor Day Weekend double were
Tracy Link in IMCA Modifieds,
Brian May in IMCA Sport Modifieds,
Gregg Schell in IMCA Stock Cars
and Trevor Schmidt in IMCA Hobby
Stocks.  Schmidt ranked as the
only driver to sweep his divisions
features for the weekend.

After setting a fast time of
14.406 seconds in qualifying and
then winning his heat race to earn
the pole position for the 15-lap fea-
ture, Knight gunned into the lead at
the drop of the green flag and
raced away from the field for a
wire-to-wire score aboard the Scott
Knight Racing Engines-powered
Superior Fence / J-A-G No. 10
Triple-X chassis.
Knight crossed the stripe ahead of
his brother Tyler Knight with Las
Crucesʼ Richard Wilbee filling out
the podium in third.

“Weʼve been putting together
some good runs lately,” Knight
commented in victory lane.  “The
car count is a little lighter than we
would have liked, but Iʼm not going
to complain about a win.”

The 15-lap IMCA Modified fea-
ture offered up some drama with
Rollaʼs Tracy Link matching his
sonʼs Saturday night effort by park-
ing his No. 2L entry in victory lane.

Link raced into the lead from the
pole position and had William
Nusser and Nick Link at a distance
until closing in on a pair of lapped
cars past the midway point.

Entering turn one with a handful
of laps to go, Link made contact
with one of the tail-end cars and
looped it.  The caution inadvertently
flew, but not before Nusser and the
younger Link had slipped by.

Restarting third where he would
have blended in sans caution,
Tracy Link battled his way back to
the front as the white flag flew and
took the win ahead of Nusser and
Nick Link.

“That really motivated me when
that happened,” Link explained.  “I
was afraid I was going to get put all
the way to the back, I wouldnʼt have
been happy about that.”

After three different drivers

earned first career DCRP feature
wins on Saturday night,
Spearvilleʼs Brian May broke the
ice as well with his first IMCA Sport
Modified win in Sunday nightʼs 15-
lap finale.

Gridding the feature outside the
third row, May needed just one
round to shoot into second and
then took the lead away from pole
starter Monty Nordyke on the fifth
lap.  From that point, May ripped
around the topside the rest of the
way to post the win ahead of
Nordyke and Saturday night winner
Kyle Wiens.

“When I went into the first corner
and passed all those cars, I knew
then I had a car that could win,”
May said in victory lane.

The 15-lap Stock Car feature
win was awarded to Cheneyʼs
Gregg Schell after the apparent
top-two finishers as well as the
fourth-place finisher failed to pass
post-race technical inspection.

While Angel Munoz and Dusty
Witthuhn diced for the lead much of
the way, Schell had a front-row seat
right on their heels and crossed the
stripe third before the rash of DQʼs
resulted in the victory with Jesse
Smith and Donald Kaup on the
podium as well.

Hays racer Trevor Schmidt
made it two in a row for the week-
end by winning the 15-lap IMCA
Hobby Stock feature.  But, after
leading the entirety of Saturdayʼs
feature, Schmidt battled past
Duane Wahrman to post a last-lap
win.

While Schmidt led the way to the
green flag, Wahrman jumped into
the initial lead with Schmidt in tow.
Schmidt moved in to challenge at
the midway point and the duo spent
the vast majority of the final handful
of rounds in side-by-side fashion
with Schmidt edging into the lead
on the final lap to take the win
ahead of Wahrman and Dion
Priddy.

“I got a good run off the bottom
coming to the white flag and got
alongside him,” Schmidt summed
up.  “It was still a little sloppy at the
bottom of one and two and I slid up
into him a little bit, I didnʼt mean to
get into him.  Then he paid me back
in turn four coming to the check-
ered, so hopefully thereʼs no hard
feelings.”

Dodge City Raceway Park is
back in action next Friday and Sat-
urday, September 11-12, with the
World of Outlaws Sprint Cars and
IMCA Modifieds on both nights.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - It was a

night of first-timers as three differ-
ent drivers made their way to
Dodge City Raceway Park victory

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Jordan Knight visited victory lane for the second time this season

after winning the 15 lap Sprint Car race. (DCRP photo)

Cody Lampke and crew celebrate in Dodge City  Raceway Parkʼs

victory lane Saturday night. (DCRP photo)



(Continued…)

lane in Saturdayʼs
Labor Day Weekend
Spectacular opener
atop the 3/8-mile clay
oval in southwest
Kansas.

Cody Lampe
scored his first career
Sprint Car victory with
Kyle Wiens and Ondre
Rexford also bagging
first career DCRP wins
in IMCA Sport Modi-
fieds and IMCA Stock
Cars, respectively,
with Nick Link captur-
ing his first IMCA Mod-

ified win of the year and 
Trevor Schmidt taking his second
IMCA Hobby stock win of the sea-
son.
Utilizing an iteration of the All Star
Circuit of Champions with qualify-
ing setting lineup orders in all five
divisions, Lampe earned the pole
position for the 15-lap Hambelton
Racing DCRP Sprint Car feature
and led all the way for his first ca-
reer win aboard Mike Ochsʼ MAP
Inc. / Shipman Livestock No. 1x
Maxim.

Tyler Knight challenged for the
point in the early going before Jet-
moreʼs Lampe slipped away to se-
cure the win ahead of Knight
siblings Tyler in second and Jordan
in third.

“I managed to get into a rhythm
there and the guys gave me a great
car,” Lampe said in victory lane.
“Those last few laps seemed like
forever though, I didnʼt know if it as
ever going to end.”

In the next feature out, Mon-
tezumaʼs Ondre Rexford survived a
late skirmish for the lead to pick up
his first DCRP feature win the 15-
lap IMCA Stoc Car main event.

Gregg Schell led the opening 13
circuits, but Rexford moved in to
challenge in the final handful of
laps.  The duo made contact racing
down the backstretch on the 13th
round with Schell sent tailback and
Rexford assuming the point on the
restart.

Rexford navigated the final three
laps to post the win ahead of Ger-
ald Walker while Schell made his
way back into the show position.

“It got a little wild there, at least
we finally put it all together tonight,”
Rexford said afterward.

Rounding out the nightʼs first-
time DCRP winners, Newtonʼs Kyle
Wiens fought off Brendyn Nordyke
over the closing rounds of the 15-
lap IMCA Sport Modified feature
event.

After winning his heat race,

Wiens redrew the front row outside
and gunned into the lead at the out-
set over pole starter Nordyke.
Nordyke closed the gap in the final
laps and tried unsuccessfully over
the final several laps to slip a nose
under the leader.  While Wiens
beat Nordyke to the line by a car-
length, Monty Nordyke filled out the
podium in third.

“I knew somebody was there, I
was just trying to stay smooth and
drive my race,” Wiens commented.

In the 15-lap IMCA Modified fea-
ture, Rollaʼs Nick Link snapped a
DCRP victory drought dating back
to May of 2018 by racing past his
father en route to victory lane.

The former track champion
raced from sixth into second be-
hind Tracy Link on the opening cir-
cuit and then battled his way into
the lead on the seventh round.

“I knew I could rough him up
some if I had to,” Link explained in
victory lane.  “We race out of the
same trailer though so we donʼt
want to do that too much.”

After Tracy Link clipped an in-
field cone and was forced to the
tail, Nick Link held off the advances
of Ryan Heger and fast qualifier
Kale Beavers over the final three
circuits to secure the win.

Rounding out the nightʼs win-
ners, Hayʼs Trevor Schmidt gunned
into the lead at the outset of the 15-
lap IMCA Hobby Stock feature
event and held a solid advantage
until a mid-race caution bunched
up the field.

Duane Wahrman went to work
on Schmidt over the final half of the
race, but Schmidt was up to the
task and held the point to the
checkered flag ahead of Wahrman
and Dion Priddy.

Florence Motor Speedway
TIMMONSVILLE, SC - Shallotte,

NC's Sam Yarbrough took the lead
with 56 laps to go and was never
headed, taking the "Prelude To The
Southern 500" 100-lap Late Model
Stock car race Friday night at the
newly re-opened Florence Motor
Speedway. 

Ryan Glenski started on the pole
after running a fast lap of 17.881
seconds to claim the $100 NGI
Graphics pole award ti lead the
field of Late Model Stocks to green
in their first start at Florence in over
a decade.  Glenski and Jason York
would trade the lead back-and-forth
over of the opening laps before
Glenski finally assumed control on
lap 7.  The first caution of the race
waved on lap 13 when JJ June
spun in turn three.   

On the restart, York would get
the advantage over Glenski to

move into the lead.  York led until
lap 44 when Yarbrough took the top
spot as the leaders exited turn two.
York soon retired from the race due
mechanical problems.  Mechanical
gremlins would continue to affect
the leaders with Glenski going off
track in turn three eventually end-
ing his night. Then, new second-
place runner Raj Caruth would fall
by the wayside with 17 laps to go
as smoke trailed from his car.     

Yarbrough went unchallenged in
the 2nd half of the race taking the
win over Casey Kelley, Perry
Patino, Jamie Weatherford, and
Gracie Trotter. 

Cody Kelly led flag-to-flag to win
the Butler Roofing Company Su-
perTruck race, collecting an addi-
tional $200 for the pole and $200
for leading at halfway.  Rounding
out the top five were Adam Mc-
Cumbee, Lucas Williams, Ben Wat-
ford, and Jim Krakeel. 

Former Florence Motor Speed-
way track champion, Averitt Lucas,
continued his winning ways at the
4/10-mile track to score the
Charger division win.  The best
race of the night was for fourth be-
tween Corey Weatherford and Dale
Driggers, with the two trading paint
on several occasions.  It finally
came to a head with five laps to go
when contact from Driggers sent
Weatherford spinning in turn two,
ending both their nights.  Following
Lucas at the checkered flag were
Talon Gallimore, Archie Adams,
Archie Adams, Jr, and Chris
Grainger. 

Fans were treated to a barn-
burner in the Carolina Mini Stock
Challenge as Shane Canipe rallied
to take the win.  Canipe relin-
quished second place on a lap 15
caution due to an oil leak.  Canipe's
team fixed the issue but he would

have to restart at the rear of the
field.  Back under green, AJ
Sanders would take the lead away
from the fast qualifier, Robert Strim-
ska.  Strimska the retook the lead
on lap 24, but three laps later,
Sanders came charging back into
the top spot.  All the while, Canipe
had made his way back to third and
was closing in on the leaders.
Coming to the white flag, Sanders
and Strimska touched in turn four,
allowing Canipe to streak by for the
win.  Sanders finished second in
front of Strimska, Matt Briggs, and
Brandon Johnson.    

The Vintage Cars were also in
action with Ricky Locklair, Jr. taking
the Modified win, Allen Kelly was
the winner in Vintage Cup, and
Clint Coker took the win for 6-Cylin-
ders. 

The next scheduled event at Flo-
rence Motor Speedway will be on
Saturday night, October 17th and
will be followed by the South Car-
olina 400 weekends on November
13-14 and 20-21.  Be sure to “Like”
Florence Motor Speedway on
Facebook, follow @FlorenceM-
Spdwy on Twitter to keep up on all
thatʼs going on in 2020 or visit fm-
speedway.com.

Hickory Motor Speedway
NEWTON, NC - After morning

showers from the remnants of Hur-
ricane Laura rolled through the
Catawba Valley the skies would
clear and motors would fire at the
Birthplace of the NASCAR Stars for
MTP Tire Night at the Races on
Saturday night. 

The NASCAR Advance Auto
Parts Weekly Series Late Models
would hit the track first for race
number one of their doubleheader.
With national championship impli-

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Sam Yarbrough dominated the “Prelude to the Southern 500” Late

Model Stock race Friday night at Florence Motor Speedway. (FMS

photo)
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cations in play, the top
two in the national
standings and five out
of the top twenty driv-
ers would show up
ready to give chase to
the title. Josh Berry in
the #88 would pace
qualifying and start
from the top spot with
Jake Crum in the #01
to his outside. Row
two would be made up
of Sam Butler in the
#81 and Ryan Milling-
ton in the #15 for the
green flag. The green

flag would see the front row duel-
ing side by side for the lead.

The battle would finally be set-
tled when Crum would use the high
line to nose ahead of Berry for the
early lead. Millington would move
around Butler for the third spot. Lap
10 would see Butler look under
Millington for the third spot and take
the position on lap 15. Lap 15
would see Berry dive under Crum
for the top spot and complete the
pass without incident. The halfway
point would see Berry, Crum, But-
ler, Mitch Walker in the #29, and
Ludwig as the top five. Butler would
move around Crum for the second
spot on lap 21 and look to catch
Berry.

Millington would have issues
and drop to tenth on lap 28. Butler
would be able to cut into the lead,
but not quite catch the leader as
Berry would drive on to the win.
Butler would finish 2nd with Crum
taking 3rd. The battle for fourth
would last for the final ten laps with
Walker and Trevor Ward in the #77
side by side for the remainder.
Walker would take 4th by a couple
feet over Ward who would finish
5th.

The Street Stocks would be the
next to roll off for their 30 lap battle.
Mark Whitten in the #77 would take
the pole position with Kevin Eby in
the #03 starting to his outside. Mar-
shal Sutton in the #64 and Ethan
Johnson in the #2 would make up
row two. The start would see Eby
use the high groove to get around
Whitten and take the lead. Johnson
would also use the high line to take
third from Sutton. Sutton would
drive back under Johnson and look
to regain the third spot.

As the third place battle would
rage with Sutton and Johnson side
by side they would move to the rear
bumper of Whitten in second. Lap
12 would see Sutton take third and
look under Whitten for second. Sut-
ton would complete the pass for

second on lap 15 and begin pres-
suring Eby for the lead. Lap 20
would see Sutton make the pass
on Eby for the top spot. Eby and
Whitten would battle for second
with five laps to go. Sutton would
drive on to take the win. Whitten
would make the pass and take 2nd
with Eby finishing 3rd. Johnson
would finish 4th while Zach Hale in
the #7 would grab a top five in 5th
in his first Street Stock race.

The Paramount Auto Group Lim-
ited Late Models would roll off next
for 50 laps in Round 8 of the Para-
mount Kia ʻBIG 10ʼ Chase for the
Championship. Landon Huffman in
the #71 would top the charts in
qualifying and take the top spot
with Josh Kossek in the #44 to his
outside. Row two would see Chase
Janes in the #47 and Zack Miracle
in the #32M side by side for the
green flag. Landon Huffman would
take the early lead with Kossek hot
on his heels. Lap 10 would see
Landon Huffman, Kossek, Janes,
Miracle, and Max Price in the #22
as the top five. Josh Stark in the
#32 would move around Price for
fifth on lap 18.

The racing would be furious
throughout the field but the front
duo of Landon Huffman and
Kossek would set the pace up
front. The caution would fly on lap
42 as Chris Huffman in the #51
would spin in turn four after making
the pass for ninth position a couple
laps before. The restart would see
Landon Huffman and Kossek bring-
ing the field to the green flag. Huff-
man would move back to the lead
from the high side and lead the final
eight laps to take the win. Kossek
would take 2nd with Janes grab-
bing 3rd. Miracle would come
home in 4th while Stark would fin-
ish 5th.

The NASCAR Advance Auto
Parts Late Models would roll off
next for the second of their 40 lap
features. After the 9 car invert the
front row would be made up of
Ryan Vasconcellos in the #98 and
Ryan Rackley in the #1. Row two
would see Mason Ludwig in the
#12 and Will Cox in the #3. Vas-
concellos would take the early lead
with Rackley and Ludwig giving
chase. Lap 5 would see Josh Berry
in the #88 work his way up to
fourth. Berry would look under Lud-
wig and make the pass for third on
lap 9. Trevor Ward in the #77 would
move to fourth on lap 10. Berry
would continue his charge to the
front passing Rackley for second
on lap 13. Lap 16 would see Berry
make it back to the top spot after
passing Vasconcellos.

Ward would move around Rack-
ley for third on lap 20 and bring
Sam Butler in the #81 with him as
he would complete the pass for
fourth on lap 22. Lap 25 would see
Butler move around Ward for third.
With ten laps to go the top five
would be Berry, Vasconcellos, But-
ler, Ward, and Millington. Lap 31
would see Butler spin on the back-
stretch. Berry and Vasconcellos
would bring the field back to the
green flag. Berry would move back
to the lead with Ward and Milling-
ton giving chase after moving by
Vasconcellos. Berry would drive on
to the win completing a sweep of
the two late model races on the
night. Ward would take 2nd and
Millington would finish 3rd. Vascon-
cellos would bring home 4th and
Jake Crum in the #01 would finish
5th.

Finishing out the nightʼs racing
action would be a Paramount Auto
Group Limited Late Model special
featuring only cars that hadnʼt pre-

viously won a race at Hickory Motor
Speedway. Tony Consentino in the
#30 and Ricky Parker in the #44
would make up the front row. Row
two would see Chris Huffman in the
#51 and Travis Powell in the #8.
Consentino would take the early
lead with Stark moving to second.
Stark would move around Con-
sentino on lap 6 for the lead and
bring Powell to second. Toni Brei-
dinger in the #80 would work her
way up to third on lap 10. The cau-
tion would fly on lap 12 as Powell
would spin off of turn four.

The restart would see Stark and
Breidinger bring the field to the
green flag. Stark would move to the
lead with Nathan Linebacker in the
#71 pulling to second. Contact be-
tween Breidinger and Lineback
would send them both spinning in
turns one and two. The incident
would also collect Jason Smith in
the #71 and Consentino. Smith
would be the only competitor un-
able to continue. Stark and Powell
would lead the field back to green
flag. Stark would take the early lead
with Powell and Lineback giving
chase.  Stark would pull away and
drive on to the win. Lineback would
win a fierce four way battle and fin-
ish 2nd with Powell taking 3rd.
Consentino would take 4th and
Chris Huffman grabbing 5th.

For more info check us out at
www.hickorymotorspeedway.com,
Twitter, Instagram, or call us at 828-
464-3655.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Kres

VanDyke raced his way into the
Kingsport Speedway record books
Friday night with his latest sweep of
twin Late Model Stock features.
VanDyke, driver of the red No. 15
Chevrolet, led all 30 laps of the first
feature. Then, he charged from a
sixth-place start to grab the top
spot in just eight laps to win the
second 30-lap race.

They were his record-setting
ninth and 10th consecutive wins.
VanDyke won for the 11th time
overall this season on the 3/8-mile
concrete oval, setting a new record
for single-season wins since the
track reopened in 2009. It broke
Nate Monteithʼs record of 10 wins
set in 2011 and tied in 2012. Wade
Day has the all-time track record of
14 wins for a season.

“I feel so blessed to be a part of
this and to experience what a great
year this has been,” VanDyke said.
“Itʼs felt like another set of hands
besides mine on the (steering)
wheel every race. Itʼs made all the
right turns and weʼve made all the

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Josh Berry, family and friends celebrate winning both Late Model

portions of the race at Hickory Motor Speedway. (SHERRI

STEARNS photo)
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right moves, including
the adjustments on the
car.”

Wayne Hale drove
his No. 19 Toyota to a
second-place finish in
the Late Model opener
with Chase Dixon in
the No. 07 Chevrolet
taking third. Allen Rich
and Keith Helton
rounded out the top
five.

With an inversion
of the top-eight finish-
ers from the first race,
it looked like VanDyke

might have a challenge in the sec-
ond feature. However, outside pole
sitter Kyle Barnes dropped to the
back of the field and then defend-
ing track champion Nik Williams got
caught behind a slower car.

It allowed VanDyke to quickly
move to second. He battled side-
by-side with Helton for a couple of
laps before making the pass on lap
8. Once out front, there was little
chance of catching him.

“Iʼm sure those other guys want
to come out here and get a victory,
but we come out here to win,”
VanDyke said. “I donʼt care if itʼs
every race of the season, we try to
get every race we can get.”

Williams emerged from the pack
to finish second. He felt his No. 32
Chevrolet was fast enough to com-
pete with VanDyke if not for the
tough start.

“That was crazy. It seemed like
the first lap he was out front and I
was stuck back in fourth,” Williams
said. “These inversions, you never
know who youʼre going to start be-
hind. Thatʼs part of it. Itʼs racing.”

Hale was third with Dixon and
Helton rounding out the top five.
Hale, a Bluff City racer, was happy
to score two podium finishes.

“It was a good night. A few
weeks ago, we had twins and my
car was torn all to pieces,” Hale
said. “It was bent from front to rear.
Weʼve worked our guts out to get it
back together. Weʼre gaining on it.
We just have to go back and figure
what weʼre missing.”

SPORTSMAN AND MOD 4
Kyle Barnes and Rusty Clen-

denin raced side-by-side for five
laps before Barnes in the white No.
00 Chevrolet finally took the lead
and went on to capture his sixth
Sportsman victory of the season.

Clendenin held on to second,
getting a late-race tap from Colby
Higgins. Defending Sportsman
champion Kevin Wolfe finished
fourth and Jenna Wagner rounded

out the top five.
Kevin Canter, driving the black

No. 3 Ford, remained undefeated
on the season with his ninth win in
the Mod 4 division. It is his 18th
straight win dating back to July
2019.

Dennis Arnold took second
place after a tough battle with
Chuck Wall. Kirby Gobble and Billy
Duty finished fourth and fifth, re-
spectively.

PURE 4 AND PURE STREET
Kenny Absher held off Josh De-

twiler and teammate Billy Byington
for his second Pure 4 win of the
season. His black No. 11 Toyota
was the class of the 23-car field.
Craig Phelps and Bruce Crumbley
were the fourth and fifth-place fin-
ishers.

Rob Austin in the black No. 18
Camaro captured his third win of
the season in the Pure Street divi-
sion. Jamie Meadows held on to
finish second with Tony Dockery
third. Jay Swecker and Ricky
Payne rounded out the top five.

Next Race: September 11th 
For more information on

Kingsport Speedway, visit our web-
site at -www.kingsportspeed
way.com. Fresh content and up-
dates can also be found on the
tracks Facebook page
(@KingsportSpeedway), Twitter
(@KpSpeedway), Instagram
(@KingsportSpeedway), Snapchat
(@KptSpeedway), and YouTube
(@KingsportSpeedway).

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Anthony

Macri picked up the 30-lap National
Open Qualifier for 410 sprints at
Selinsgrove Speedway on Sunday
night, besting Brent Marks after a
battle for the lead with nine circuits
to go. 

Macriʼs first career oval win was

worth $5,000 and it earned him a
guaranteed starting spot in the
September 26, $20,000 to win Na-
tional Open Jim Nace Memorial. 

Danvilleʼs Jeff Rine drove
around Pittsburghʼs Jared Miley to
pick up the 30-lap ULMS super late
model feature worth $4,000. 

The victory was Rineʼs 112th at
the track and it saw him record the
Civil War Super Late Model Series
title as waged between Selinsgrove
and Williams Grove Speedways. 

Jake Jones took the lead on a
final lap restart to pick up the 12-lap
roadrunner feature to close out the
night. 

AJ Flick had the pole flanked by
Anthony Macri for the start of the
410 sprint feature. 

The first lap was halted before it
could be completed for a violent
backstretch crash that saw Indi-
anaʼs Justin Peck and Port Royalʼs
Dylan Cisney flip hard.

Cisney was transported to a
nearby hospital for tests and was
released very early Monday morn-
ing with no injuries. 

Macri soared into control over
third starter Brent Marks on the first
completed circuit with Flick running
third. 

Leader Macri entered the rear of
the field on lap eight with sixth
starter Brock Zearfoss now up to
third and ready to challenge. 

In what would turn out to be a
non-stop event, the pace became
dizzying by the halfway point as
10th starter Brian Brown drove up
to fourth. 

But it was the front trio that
would settle the event while racing
through traffic and with 10 laps to
go, all three drivers were running
under a blanket within one turn of
each other, contesting for the to
spot. 

Marks blasted under Macri to

take the lead deep in the first cor-
ner on lap 20 before sliding up in
front to take Macriʼs line. 

Macri then dropped off of the
cushion and raced back to Marksʼ
inside as the pair shot down the
backstretch and into the third turn,
still side by side. 

Macri bolted low through turns
three and four and was able to re-
claim command back to the stripe
with nine laps to go. 

The leader then dropped to the
low side in the first and second
turns to regroup as Zearfoss raced
with Marks for the runner-up spot. 

With four  laps to go, Zearfoss
was able to secure second and
start tracking down leader Macri
but he failed to get quite close
enough to make a bid for control. 

Macri took the victory by .915
seconds with Brown riding home
third followed by Marks and 17th
starter Danny Dietrich, who earned
the hard charger award worth
$200. 

Sixth through 10th went to Blane
Heimbach, Freddie Rahmer, AJ
Flick, Brian Montieth and TJ Stutts. 

Heats went to Marks, Lucas
Wolfe and Heimbach with Cisney
scoring the consolation race. 

Pittsburghʼs Jared Miley took the
early lead from the outside of the
front row in the 30-lap ULMS late
model main and was leading over
Jim Bernheisel with a 2.7 second
advantage when the pace was
slowed with seven laps in the book. 

Running third for the restart,
Centervilleʼs Max Blair took second
on the restart and closed in on
Miley while 10th starter Jeff Rine
motored up to third.  

Working the outside lane using
maximum horsepower, Rine over-
took Blair for second on lap 14 and
then went to work on Miley to be
scored the leader of lap 15. 

The pace was then again
slowed with 14 laps to go but Rine
proved in control for the balance of
the race. 

Blair got by Miley for second with
10 laps to go but failed to get to
Rine before the finish although he
kept him honest the entire dis-
tance.  

Rineʼs margin of victory was
.602 seconds with Miley finishing
third followed by 16th starter Gregg
Satterlee and Jim Bernheisel. 

Sixth through 10th went to Jim
Yoder, Shaun Jones, Mike Lupfer,
Brett Schadel and Nathan Long. 

Heats went to Blair, Kyle Knapp
and Hayes Matter. 

Fast time over the 26 car field
was set by Blair with a lap of
18.870 seconds. 

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Kress VanDyke makes his way to the familiar victory lane at

Kingsport Speedway. (KS photo)



(Continued…)

Scott Dunham Jr.
led all but the final lap
of the 12-lap roadrun-
ner main. 

Early in the race
Will Brunson pres-
sured Dunham for the
lead but late in the
event Jake Jones
proved to be the chal-
lenger.  

Jones got by
Brunson and into sec-
ond with two laps to go
but then actually had
to take the lead three
times before he could

be scored the official pacesetter as
it took three different attempts to
get the final lap recorded.  

The victory was Jonesʼ fourth of
the year at the track. 

Brunson ended up second fol-
lowed by Nathan Romig, Tom Brun-
son and Jimmy Kessler. 

Heats went to Will Brunson and
Dunham.

Southern National

Motorsports Park
LUCAMA, NC - The finest stars

and cars of he region roared into
the 1st of 4 special Sunday after-
noon shows and both fans and
compeitors left with a new National
points leader in Division 1  after a
beautiful day of racing excitement.
Josh Berry of Mooresville picked up
both 40 lap LMSC feature wins to
move to the top of the NASCAR di-
vision 1 point standings in the Ad-
vance Auto Parts Hometown track
series. 

In the 1st 40 lapper, Berry held
off Mason Diaz,  John Goin, Peyton
Sellers and BooBoo Dalton. The
nightcap later in the evening saw
Berry in LeithCars.com victory lane
once again holding off Bradley Mc-
Caskill from Archers Lodge, Diaz
from Manassas, Va., Andrew Grady
from Knightdale and Carter Lang-
ley from Clayton. Berry thanked his
family, friends, team and Allthings
Automotive from victory lane.

The Charger class winner was
Dylan Newsome followed across
the stripe by Michael O'Brein and
Austin Ferrell.

The Legends feature winner was
Caleb Day who held off Eric Court-
ney, Justin Mitchell and Aaron
Crumpler to score the "W".

The Mini- Stock feature winner
was Ronnie Jones, Robert Str-
miska, Joshua Caldwell and Curtis
Lanier.

Thank you to all the fans, staff,
everyone that came out and en-

joyed a fun filled afternoon of track-
side parking and great racing ac-
tion as we continue to fight this
covid-19 pandemic. The grand-
stands continue to be closed right
now but everyone is making the
best of the cards we have been
dealt.

The Sunday afternoon action
continues September 20, 2020.
Southern National Motorsports
Park in located in Lucama, NC at
8071 Newsome Mill Road, close to
sr 581, Highway 301 and exit 107
off I-95 Kenly. Sunoco race fuel,
Hoosier Tires, Track Rental, Bill-
board Opps are all available. Fol-
low SNMP on facebook, twitter or
the web: snmpark.com or call 919-
284-1114. By the grace of God and
600 horsepower, see you at the
track.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - Late

Model Stock Car Division driver
John Moore says when it comes to
racing the 2020 season has been
difficult because he has not been
able to race at South Boston
Speedway this season and had
only a couple of opportunities to
race at a track near his home due
to restrictions resulting from the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“You wait for summertime to get
here to go swimming,” Moore re-
marked, “and you wait until March
and spring to come so you can go
racing. Itʼs like looking at a lake and
canʼt jump in it.”

Moore, a North Carolina resi-
dent, was at South Boston Speed-
way testing his car during an open
practice session held at the .4-mile
oval in late July. His plan was to
race at South Boston Speedway
this season, but restrictions man-
dated by the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia to combat the spread of
COVID-19 have not allowed the
speedway to host any racing
events thus far in 2020. 

“We need to be running here all
the time,” Moore remarked of South
Boston Speedway during a break
in his testing.

“I really like it. The track is
smooth. Itʼs a nice facility, and the
track just suits me.”

While “Americaʼs Hometown
Track” has not held any racing
events thus far this season, the
track is open for testing. The track
is open for testing Monday through
Thursday each week from 10 a.m.
until 4 p.m. Teams and drivers
wishing to test are asked to contact
the speedway office at least a day
ahead to schedule testing.

“We welcome teams that wish to
use the track for testing,” said

South Boston Speedway General
Manager Cathy Rice.

“We continue to be open for test-
ing as we have been all year. A
number of teams and drivers have
come here throughout the spring
and summer to test including a few
teams that compete in the ARCA
Menards Series. We look forward
to hosting any teams wanting to
schedule a test date.”

Mooreʼs early racing back-
ground centered around dirt-track
racing. He raced on dirt for three
years, winning approximately 16
races through that span.

“I went to get dirt experience be-
cause I wanted this,” Moore said of
racing Late Model Stock Cars on
asphalt. I was a crew member on
Chuck Lawsonʼs team, and I
wanted to race. Thatʼs the reason I
wanted to help Chuck.” 

Moore competed in a couple of
Limited Sportsman Division races
at “Americaʼs Hometown Track” in
a recent season.

“I ran two Limited races here at
South Boston and ran well,” noted
Moore.

“I finished seventh in both of
them. The first one that I finished
seventh in was my first-ever Lim-
ited asphalt race. I had never raced
an asphalt race before that.”

The open practice in late July
was the second time Moore had
tested at South Boston Speedway,
and he was pleased with how
things went.

“I donʼt have an extreme number
of laps under my belt here, but I
have had good success in the few
races that I have run here,” Moore
said. 

“We were super-fast right off the

trailer (at his first test session) and
we were real excited about racing
and the (June 27) race got can-
celed. Weʼre just here trying some
stuff and seeing if we can turn
some good times and get comfort-
able with the car.”

The time Moore spent testing at
South Boston Speedway will pay
off when he and his fellow competi-
tors are able to return to action at
the .4-mile oval. Moore is looking
forward to the time that can hap-
pen.

“We will definitely run here when
they open the doors back up,”
Moore noted.

For the latest news and informa-
tion from South Boston Speedway
check the speedwayʼs website at
www.southbostonspeedway.com
and the speedwayʼs social media
outlets.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR weekly racing action with
the Late Model division taking cen-
ter stage with their extra distance
Late Model 50 feature event.  Tyler
Leary scored his first win of the
2020 season in the biggest Late
Model race of the season, outlast-
ing defending Late Model 50 win-
ner Ryan Fearn to the checkered
flag.  In other feature racing action,
it was a night of back to back win-
ners as Keith Rocco in the SK Mod-
ified® feature, Derek Debbis in the
SK Light feature, Andrew Durand in
the Limited Late Model feature, and
Chris Meyer in the Street Stock fea-
ture all repeated their wins from
one week ago.

(Continued on Next Page…)
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North Carolinian John Moore, pictured with his Late Model Stock

Car during a test session at South Boston Speedway in late July,

is among the many competitors that are looking forward to the

time when racing will resume at South Boston Speedway. (SBS

photo)
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In the 50-lap Late
Model feature, Duane
Provost took the lead
at the green flag with
Paul Varricchio, Jr.,
Wayne Coury, Jr., Al
Saunders, and
Michael Bennett lined
up behind him.  The
caution came out with
2 laps complete for
R.J. Surdell, who
came to a stop against
the turn 3 wall.

Provost took the
lead back under green
with Coury applying

heavy pressure to his back
bumper.  Coury took the lead from
Provost on lap-5 with Bennett now
third behind Provost.  Tyler Leary
was up to fourth with Saunders
holding down fifth.  Just behind
Saunders was Tom Fearn and
Ryan Fearn, Adam Gray, Darrell
Keane and Michael Wray.  

Bennett got around Provost to
take second on lap-8 and Leary fol-
lowed suit to take third.  With
Provost kicked to the high side of
the track, he faded back to eighth
in line as Saunders took fourth,
Tom and Ryan Fearn took fifth and
sixth and Gray was seventh.  This
was the order with 10 laps com-
plete when the caution came out
for a spin in turn 1 by John Blake.  

Coury took the lead on the
restart but Bennett made a good
run to Couryʼs inside and was chal-
lenging for the lead when the cau-
tion came back out one lap after
the restart for Marc Curtis, who
spun and hit the turn 1 wall.  The
caution came right back out on the
restart as Provost spun coming out
of turn 4 to the green flag.  The next
restart saw Coury take the lead
with Saunders going by Bennett to
take over second.  Tom Fearn and
Adam Gray were lined up behind
Bennett and they both got by Ben-
nett on lap-14 to move into third
and fourth and drop Bennett back
to fifth.  Darrell Keane spun in turn
1 to bring the caution back out with
14 laps complete.

Coury took the lead back under
green with Tom Fearn and Saun-
ders side by side for second.  Leary
was fourth with Bennett in fifth.
Leary took third on lap-17 and Ben-
nett followed him by Saunders to
move into fourth and drop Saun-
ders back to fifth.  Couryʼs car
dropped off the pace on lap-20 as
Tom Fearn streaked into the lead.
Fearn didnʼt hold the lead for long
as Leary charged his way to the
front on lap-21 while Coury limped

his way to pit road.  Bennett took
second and Saunders and Ryan
Fearn took third and fourth on lap-
22 as Tom Fearn fell from second
back to fifth.  The caution came
back out with 23 laps complete for
Keane, who spun into the turn 1
wall.

Leary took the lead on the
restart while it was two by two be-
hind him with Bennett and Saun-
ders side by side for second and
Ryan and Tom Fearn side by side
for fourth.  Bennett took second
with the Fearns and Saunders be-
hind him.  Ryan Fearn took second
from Bennett on lap-31 and Tom
Fearn was applying heavy pres-
sure to Bennett for third as Leary
continued to lead the race.

Bennett briefly dropped off the
pace on lap-37 and he fell back to
seventh before his car came back
up to speed.  With 12 laps to go,
Leary was still in the lead with Ryan
Fearn closing in from second.  Tom
Fearn was third followed by Saun-
ders, Coury, Bennett, Paul Varric-
chio, Jr., Kevin Gambacorta,
Provost, and John Blake.
Ryan Fearn was slowly shrinking
the gap to Leary while behind the
two leaders, Saunders took
third on lap-44 before the caution
came back out for Bennett, who
had a flat right front tire.  The cau-
tion eliminated the large lead that
Leary and Ryan Fearn had over the
rest of the field and set up a 6 lap
sprint to the finish.

Leary and Ryan Fearn were side
by side for the lead back under
green with Fearn taking the lead by
a nose at the line to complete lap-
45.  They were dead even to com-
plete lap 46 before Fearn got loose
on lap-47 which allowed Leary to
get clear in the lead.  Fearn recov-
ered in second, just in front of
Saunders, but he was a full second
behind Leary.  Leary took the

checkered flag to pick up his first
win of the 2020 season.  Ryan
Fearn finished second with Saun-
ders, Tom Fearn, and Varricchio
rounding out the top-5.

Tom Fearn didnʼt come up to
speed on the restart, which bottle-
necked the mid-pack and Kevin
Gambacorta spun in turn 1 to bring
the yellow right back out.  The next
restart saw a multicar incident
break out on the backstretch in-
volving Paul Varricchio, Jr., Michael
Wray, Gray, and Rick Lanagan to
bring the yellow back out before a
lap could be completed.  

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture, Marcello Rufrano took the
lead at the start but only 1 lap was
completed brfore the caution flew
for Tom Bolles and Michael Ger-
vais, Jr., who came together and
got into the turn 3 wall.  Michael
Christopher, Jr. got loose and came
to a stop in the turn 4 grass before
rejoining the race at the rear of the
field.

Bryan Narducci took the lead on
the outside of Rufrano on the
restart but Rufrano came right back
on lap-3 to the inside of Narducci
and the 2 leaders were in a dead
heat at the line.  Rufrano took the
lead by a nose on lap-4 and he
cleared Narducci on lap-6.  Nar-
ducci came right back to the inside
of Rufrano to retake the lead on
lap-6 and he had the lead at the
line before the caution came back
out for Teddy Hodgdon, who got
into the turn 4 wall and sustained
heavy damage to the right front of
his #55 car that also collected the
car of Todd Patnode.  Ronnie
Williams nearly spun in turn 4 but
managed to save the car and he
came to pit road for service under
the caution period.

Narducci took the lead back
under green with Rufrano coming
up to second.  Matt Vassar took

third with Flynn to his outside in
fourth and Todd Owen right behind
them in fifth.  Owen took third on
lap-8 but he got loose in turn 1 on
lap-9 and fell back to fourth behind
Vassar with Rufrano now leading
Narducci out front.  Owen took third
back from Vassar on lap-11 and he
made a move to the inside of Nar-
ducci for second on lap-13.  The
caution came back out with 13 laps
complete as Jonathan Smith spun
in turn 4 and Christopher got into
the turn 4 wall and had damage to
his right front.  Glen Reen was pe-
nalized to the rear of the field by
NASCAR officials for making con-
tact with the car of Smith.

On the restart Andrew Molleur
got into the turn 2 wall to bring the
yellow flag right back out.  Owen
took the lead from Rufrano on the
restart with Keith Rocco taking third
from Vassar.  Just behind Vassar in
fifth was Chase Dowling.  Dowling
went around Vassar on lap-16 to
move into fourth while Rufrano
touched the left rear of Owen going
for the lead in turn 3 with both cars
going into the wall and bringing the
caution out.

After a delay to repair the turn 3
wall, the race resumed with Rocco
and Dowling dueling side by side
for the race lead.  Cory DiMatteo
came up to third and was right be-
hind the two leaders but had no
room to make a pass.  Rocco got
clear of Dowling on lap-19 with
Ronnie Williams back up to fourth
after his earlier mishap and Vassar
was fifth.  Tony Membrino, Jr. spun
in turn 2 to bring the caution back
out with 21 laps complete and
David Arute was sent to the rear of
ht field by NASCAR officials for
making contact with Membrino.

Rocco took the lead on the
restart with DiMatteo briefly taking
second before Dowling took the
place back.  Williams was on the
outside of Dowling challenging for
third on lap-24 and he made the
pass on lap-25 to take second.  Di-
Matteo was fourth in line behind
Rocco, Williams, and Dowling with
Stephen Kopcik up to fifth.  The
caution came back out with 27 laps
complete for a spin in turn 3 by
Troy Talman and DJ Burnham.  

Rocco took the lead back under
green with Williams slotting into
second.  Dowling was third with
Kopcik and DiMatteo side by side
for fourth and Vassar in sixth.  Vas-
sar took fifth and with 10 laps to go,
he took fifth from DiMatteo with
Rocco still leading Williams, Dowl-
ing, and Kopcik.  The caution came
back out with 33 laps complete as
Owen got into the wall coming out

(Continued on Next Page…)

Sh
or
Tr
ac
k

Keith Rocco celebrates his second victory in a row at Stafford

Motor Speedway and his fourth for the season. (SMS photo)
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of turn 2 which col-
lected the cars of Max
Zachem and Talman.

Rocco took the
lead again on the
restart with Kopcik
pulling alongside
Williams for second.
Just behind Williams
and Kopcik was Di-
Matteo with Dowling in
fifth.  Kopcikʼs car
dropped off the pace
on lap-38 as he pulled
to the high land and let
the field pass by be-
fore heading to pit

road.  Williams couldnʼt get close
enough to Rocco as Rocco scored
his second consecutive and fourth
win of the 2020 season.  DiMatteo
came home in third with Dowling
and Vassar rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light feature,
Josh Carey took the lead at the
green flag with Joey Ferrigno and
Mark Bakaj lined up behind him.
Jonathan Puleo and Andrew Les
were side by side for fourth and
after 3 laps of side by side action
Les was able to take fourth and
drop Puleo back to fifth.

With 9 laps complete, Carey,
Ferrigno, and Bakaj were lined up
single file while Puleo, Les, and
George Bessette, Jr. were dueling
side by side for fourth.  Puleo got
into the wall and brought the cau-
tion out with 9 laps complete.

Ferrigno took the lead from
Carey on the restart with Bakaj and
Les side by side for third and
Alexander Pearl and Derek Debbis
side by side for fifth.  The cars of
Bakaj, Les, Pearl, and Debbis were
still dueling for position when the
caution came out with 14 laps com-
plete as Bakaj got into the wall
coming out of turn 4 and came to a
stop with heavy right side damage.

On the restart Debbis shot in be-
tween Ferrigno and Carey to take
the lead with a thrilling 3-wide
pass.  As the cars crossed the line
to complete lap-15 spun in turn 3 to
bring the caution back out.  The
order for the restart was Debbis
and Ferrigno on the front row fol-
lowed by Carey and Brian Sullivan
in the second row and Pearl and
Chris Matthews in the third row.

Several cars touched on the
restart with Ferrigno going around
in turn 2 to bring the caution back
out.  The field completed one lap
before the caution came back out
for James Houghton, who came to
a stop in turn 1 and the cars of An-
drew Les and Bob Charland both
spun coming out of turn 4.

Matthews made a 3-wide bid for
the lead on the restart but Debbis
was able to keep Matthews and
Sullivan behind him.  Norm Sears
was now up to fourth with Carey
and Pearl side by side for fifth
place.  

Sears and Pearl ended up in the
turn 3 wall coming to the checkered
flag while Debbis beat Sullivan to
the checkered flag to pick up his
second consecutive and fourth win
of the 2020 season.  Matthews fin-
ished third with Carey and Wesley
Prucker rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature, Jay and Matt Clement took
the top-2 spots at the drop of the
green but by the time the field
came around to complete lap-1,
Alexandra Fearn had taken the
lead by a nose at the line.  Fearn
and the Clement brothers touched
going 3-wide into turn 1 on lap-2
which allowed Andrew Durand to
slide by all 3 cars and go from
fourth to the lead.  Fearn slotted
into line in second with Matt
Clement third.  Jeremy Lavoie was
up to fourth and Gary Patnode was
fifth in line as Jay Clement faded
back to seventh place.  Durand and
Fearn were still leading the field
when the caution flew with 9 laps
complete for Damian Palardy, who
came to a stop in the middle of
turns 3+4.

Durand and Fearn went side by
side for the lead on the restart and
Durand had the lead by inches at
the line as they completed lap-10.
Durand got clear into the lead on
lap-11 while Matt Clement got by
Fearn to take over second.  Fearn
took third in line with Lavoie fourth
and Lucas Leone up to fifth.

Fearn made a move to get back
by Matt Clement for second place
on lap-18 but Clement was able to

fend off the challenge and maintain
second with Durand still in the
lead.  Fearn tried again to get by
Clement for second but Clement
was able to keep her behind him as
Durand nailed down his second
consecutive win and his fifth overall
win of the 2020 season.  Lavoie fin-
ished fourth with Leone rounding
out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Street Stock fea-
ture, George Yuska took the lead
on the start with Chris Meyer
quickly moving from sixth up to sec-
ond.  Frank LʼEtoile, Jr. took third
followed by Nickolas Hovey and
Jason Lafayette.  Yuska led the first
2 laps before Meyer moved to the
front on lap-3 with a pass coming
out of turn 2.  LʼEtoile followed him
by Yuska to move into second and
both Hovey and Lafayette were
also able to get by Yuska to take
third and fourth and drop Yuska
back to fifth.  Yuska lost fifth to
Adrien Paradis, III on lap-5 and he
continued to slide backwards out-
side the top-10.

At the halfway point of the race
Meyer was still in command with
LʼEtoile right behind him in second.
Hovey and Lafayette were still third
and fourth with Meghan Fuller now
in fifth with Zack Robinson right be-
hind her in sixth.  Hovey got loose
on lap-14 and he fell from third
back to sixth as Lafayette took
third, Fuller fourth and Robinson
fifth.

Fuller made a move to the inside
of Lafayette on lap-18 to take over
third.  Fullerʼs move brought Robin-
son up to fourth as Lafayette fell
back to fifth while Meyer was still in
the lead with LʼEtoile right on his
bumper.

LʼEtoile made one final effort to
get by Meyer but couldnʼt make the
pass as Meyer took down his sec-

ond consecutive win of the 2020
season.  Fuller finished third with
Robinson and Lafayette rounding
out the top-5.

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway will host the 3rd
Annual TC 13 Shootout on Friday,
September 11 with the support of
multiple partners as part of the
NASCAR Weekly Racing program
that night.  The 13-lap race is a trib-
ute to Ted Christopher, Staffordʼs
all-time winningest driver with 109
career SK Modified® wins, 131
overall feature wins, and 9 SK
Modified® track championships,
who tragically lost his life in a plane
crash in 2017.  This yearʼs TC 13
Shootout already boasts a purse of
over $4,400 thanks to contributions
from Justin & Tabitha Manafort,
Greg and Venetta Narducci of the
Florida Connection, Big Haus USA
Racing Products, Gaston Racing
Enterprises, LifeCare Family Chiro-
practic with Dr. Sean Noel, the Tri-
Track Modified Series, and
anonymous donors.  Stafford
Speedway is still accepting contri-
butions for the TC 13 Shootout so
the purse could be even higher
when the cars take to the track on
Sept. 11.

“When Teddy passed away we
wanted to incorporate a race into
our schedule that would pay tribute
to him and how dominant he was
here at Stafford,” said Stafford
Speedway VP/CFO Lisa Arute.  “A
race with short laps for big money
is exactly the type of race that

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Chris Meyer made two wins in the Street Stock Feature at Stafford. (SMS photo)
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Teddy would be hyped
up for and thanks to all
of our amazing part-
ners, weʼre able to
once again pay tribute
to Teddy, who was the
king of Stafford.  It
should be another ex-
citing night of open
wheel racing and we
canʼt wait to see who
will win the race this
year.”

The TC 13
Shootout debuted in
2018 with Glen Reen
winning the race in a

Dan Avery owned car that carried
the same black and gold paint
scheme that Christopher made fa-
mous on his #13 car.  Last yearʼs
race was won by Keith Rocco, who
broke into racing as a crew mem-
ber for Christopherʼs #13 team be-
fore setting out on his own career.
Rocco just recorded his 60th career
SK Modified® victory, which was
his 71st overall win at Stafford.
Rocco leads all SK Modified® driv-
ers in 2020 with 3 wins to his credit
thus far and he sits atop the 2020
SK Modified® points standings.

“It was pretty prestigious to win
that race since it has Tedʼs name
on it,” said Rocco.  “With only 13
laps thereʼs not a lot of time to
make things happen and that is
definitely Tedʼs kind of race.  It was
very enjoyable to win that race and
it was a lot of fun because you run
your 40-lap race and then put
everything aside and go racing for
fun.  It would be great to win it
again.  

“We definitely wanted to win that
race at least once and weʼve done
that so weʼll see how the cards fall
this year.”

The 2020 TC 13 Shootout start-
ing field will once again be set by
the top-13 finishers in the regularly
scheduled 40-lap SK Modified®
feature on Sept. 11.  The race win-
ner will draw a number from 1 to 13
to determine how many drivers will
be inverted from the feature finish
for the TC 13 starting lineup.  If 13
is drawn, the 13th place finisher will
start on the pole of the shootout. 

“If weʼre not in the top-13 then
something probably drastically
went wrong but weʼll just do what
we do,” said Rocco.

Any individual or business inter-
ested in supporting the TC 13
Shootout event may contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

The TC 13 SK Modified®
Shootout and 40-lap SK Modified®
feature will be paired with Staffordʼs

Late Models, SK Lights, Limited
Late Models, and Street Stocks for
a full night of NASCAR Weekly
Racing.  Tickets for the NASCAR
Weekly Racing / TC 13 SK
Shootout are priced at $20.00 for
adult general admission, $5.00 for
children ages 6-14, and children
ages 5 and under are admitted free
of charge when accompanied by
an adult. 

Paddock passes will be avail-
able for $40 and all tickets for this
event will go on sale starting Satur-
day, September 5th at 8am on
www.staffordspeedway.com.

Williams Grove Speedway 
MECHANICSBURG, PA - Fred-

die Rahmer scored his second 410
sprint car win on the season at
Williams Grove Speedway on Fri-
day night in the Bob Stewart Trib-
ute race, worth $5,012 to win.  

Rahmer got the win by bolting
past race-long leader Anthony
Macri with just over two laps to go
in the 25-lap main event. 

In the 358 sprint main, Zach
Newlin took his first ever win at the
track in the division. 

Anthony Macri started on the
pole of the 410 sprint main flanked
by Lucas Wolfe and when the
green flag came out, fourth starter
Brian Montieth flipped outside the
first corner after losing a front
wheel, causing an immediate red
flag. 

Only two laps were then
recorded before a yellow flag
bunched the field with Marcri lead-
ing Wolfe. 

Third starter Rahmer got around
Wolfe on the restart just before an-
other red flag, this time for a turn
one flip by Trenton Sheaffer. 

Macri restarted with the lead
over Rahmer and was still ahead
when another yellow flag slowed
the pace with just seven laps com-
pleted, this time for a slowed
Danny Dietrich who had just taken
third from Wolfe. 

Yet another yellow flag re-
grouped the field on lap 11 but the
final 14 circuits would end up going
non-stop with Rahmer slowly but
surely running down leader Macri. 

Brent Marks would take third
from Wolfe twice on laps 13 and 14
before finally making the move
stick and entering the fray for the
win before the finish.  

Leader Macri entered traffic with
seven laps to go but his undoing
began on lap 22 when he skipped
over the cushion in turn one as he
set the car into the corner. 

This allowed Rahmer to close
the remaining distance between
himself and Macri and when Macri

again slipped up over the next time
around, Rahmer was there to capi-
talize. 

Rahmer followed Macri down
the backchute as the pair headed
for the two-to-go sign and then he
swooped across the inside of the
third and fourth turns to come up off
of the corner alongside the leader. 

A little right rear to left front con-
tact in the blink of an eye found
Macri edged out back to the line
and Rahmer heading for the win. 

However the front trio seemed to
be faltering over the final two laps
with no one able to get away from
one another while sliding around on
the track. 

Marks did get Macri on the final
circuit and was all over Rahmer to
the finish, crossing the line just.
.268 seconds behind at the check-
ers. 

Macri was relegated to third fol-
lowed by Wolfe and TJ Stutts. 

Sixth through 10th went to Matt
Campbell, Brian Brown, Danny Di-
etrich, Brock Zearfoss and Jeff Hal-
ligan. 

Heats went to Macri, Stutts and
Wolfe. 

Rahmer set quick time over the
field with a lap of 16.569 seconds. 

The start of the 358 sprint main
was immediately halted when Doug
Hammaker hopped a right rear as
the green fell before careening
hard into the outside fence before
flipping back into traffic as the field
raced onto the frontstretch. 

Hammaker and Kyle Denmyer
made hard contact along with four
other cars although there were no
injuries. 

Matt Findley would take the lead
when action got going only to be
stopped on lap four when Nat
Tuckey flipped down the frontchute
past the flagstand and again there
were no injuries. 

Another red flag ensued on the
restart for a stopped Jacob Gal-
loway. 

Lap seven saw two cars connect
in the first turn again hampering the
pace.  

Fourth starter Zach Newlin had
taken second on lap six and on the
lap seven restart he was working
on Findley for the lead. 

With his car working perfectly
down low in the second corner,
Newlin drove past Findley for con-
trol with 11 laps to go to head to the
victory.  

Derek Locke took second with
six laps to go but failed to close in
on the leader. 

Findley rode home third followed
by Chris Arnold and Dylan Norris. 

Heats went to Zachary Cool,
Findley, Arnold and Newlin with

Kevin Nouse scoring the consola-
tion race.

Williams Grove Speedway 
MECHANICSBURG, PA - The

biggest and richest sprint car race
in the East and in the history of
Williams Grove Speedway just got
bigger and even richer!

Speedway officials announced
Friday night that the upcoming
Williams Grove Speedway 58th an-
nual National Open on October 3
will post $75,000 to the winner, up
from 65K just one year ago.  

The two-day World of Outlaws
stand at Williams Grove Speedway
for the Champion Racing Oil Na-
tional Open is slated for October 2
and 3 with Fridayʼs 30-lap main
paying $10,000 to win while Satur-
dayʼs 40-lap feature offers up the
whopping 75K.  

Just like in 2019, the 2020
Champion Racing Oil National
Open at Williams Grove continues
to be the biggest cash payday ever
in the history of the oval and in the
East, at $75,000.  

And this season, the widely ac-
claimed event will indeed go down
in history as the richest one-day
event and biggest payday in sprint
car racing across the nation, with
Saturdayʼs one-event total purse
alone eclipsing $135,000!

The premiere sprint car contest
at the track since it began in 1963,
the Williams Grove National Open
first paid $25,000 to win in 2001 be-
fore jumping to $30,000 in 2002
and then to a monumental $50,000
in 2006. 

The 2020 increase to the Cham-
pion Racing Oil National Open win-
ner marks the third year in a row
that Williams Grove Speedway has
ramped up the prestigious event.  
David Gravel pocketed $50,000 for
the win in 2017 followed by $56,00
that went to winner Lance
Dewease in 2018.  

Last yearʼs winner, Brent Marks
of Myerstown, took home $65,000
for the victory.  
Save for two years when rains
forced postponement, the World of
Outlaws has sanctioned the presti-
gious Open every year since 1989. 

The race went to 40 laps in 1993
with distances set at 50, 75, 100
and 150 laps at times since the
eventʼs inception. 

Hastingsʼ Michigan driver Gor-
don Johncock won the inaugural
race. 

Keep up to date on all the latest
speedway news and information by
visiting the ovalʼs official website lo-
cated at www.williamsgrove.com or
by following the track on Twitter
and Facebook.
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