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At 30, David
Ragan still is young
enough to remember
standing in line to get
an autograph from his
favorite driver. Years
later, he cherishes the
few seconds when his
heroes made him feel
important by signing a
photo.

Now that heʼs a
full-time driver in the
Sprint Cup

Series, Ragan is happy to
talk with fans and sign au-
tographs.

“I can relate to those
young kids who want that
autograph because I was
one of them,” he said. “I
can remember being in
the garage in Atlanta be-
cause it was my home-
town track and we had access to
the garage, and going up to
Richard and Kyle Petty and Robert
Yates and getting an autograph.
From a kidʼs perspective, thereʼs
really no bad time. Iʼve got a soft
heart for the young fans.”

While drivers have different
opinions of when and where to get
an autograph, all understand itʼs
part of the job. Itʼs often been said
Richard Petty helped build the
sport, one autograph at a time.

Although itʼs not official, itʼs gen-
erally accepted that Petty, whose
200 victories are the most in
NASCAR history, has signed more
autographs than anyone else on
the planet.

For Petty, thereʼs no bad time to
ask for his famous, swirling signa-
ture. He keeps a Sharpie marker in
one hand. He always thanks the
fan for their interest, and he never
turns down a request for a photo.

Others have different parame-
ters.

Ragan doesnʼt like to be ap-
proached between driver introduc-
tions and the race. Denny Hamlin
prefers autograph sessions. Dale
Earnhardt Jr. is more willing when
heʼs around his race car.

“Itʼs not really about when to be
approached by a fan,” Earnhardt
said. “As long as Iʼve been around
the sport itʼs just an open policy.
You see a driver you walk up and
ask for an autograph if you want
one.”

Unless a fan wants their arm
signed.

“I donʼt sign skin,” Earnhardt

said.
While most drivers are willing to

honor requests at the race track,
they also want everyone to know
the garage area and pit road is their
work area. Teams are focused on
preparing the car for the main
event, and that often requires a
driver to take a few laps during
practice, hurry into the garage for
quick adjustments, and a make
quick return to the track.

Although NASCAR restricts ac-
cess to the garage when
cars are on the track,
thereʼs still hundreds walk-
ing around with driver
cards to sign and cell
phones to snap pictures.

We do have to have
some time to ourselves to
be professional,” Hamlin
said. “Our fans have all the
access they can handle in

our sport. As drivers, itʼs tough be-
cause we want to be polite and sign
all the autographs that we can,
thereʼs a point where we have to go
out there and focus on our job, for
sure.”

Petty agrees the atmosphere
has changed since his heyday.

“Theyʼre not as discreet as they
used to be,” Petty said. “I guess itʼs
just that society has changed, and
theyʼve changed along with it.”

And the demand, most say, is
never-ending.

“I call them ducks,” retired cham-
pion Darrell Waltrip said. “If you
feed one, you attract a million of
them. Then you canʼt feed them
all.”

Some drivers donʼt spend a lot
of time in the garage. Tony Stewart,
for example, tries to concentrate on
his car when heʼs at work. When
heʼs in a controlled situation, heʼs
far more-willing to be cordial.

“Itʼs getting to where itʼs not fun
doing this anymore,” he said. “Donʼt
you wonder why thereʼs no drivers
that stand outside their trailers? Be-
cause they canʼt. Thatʼs the part
that makes it not very fun for all of
us.”

Ragan doesnʼt have that prob-
lem. Heʼs usually standing behind
his BK Racing hauler or near his
car between practice sessions and
before the race. And he always has
a pen in hand, willing to honor
every request.

“Friday and Saturday, thatʼs a
great time to get an autograph,” he
said. “This is our workplace, but I
remember what itʼs like. I was that

kid, too.
“One day when we get old and

our trophies fade away and our

moneyʼs gone, nobodyʼs going to
care about our autograph. But right
now, I enjoy it.”
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David Ragan; Making
Fans Feel Special

Welcome to 2016!
FasTrack Racing Journal is still available as

an online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015

have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2 World of Outlaws 10-13
NASCAR SPRINT CUP 3 All Star Circuit of Champ 11
NASCAR XFINITY 4-5 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 14
NCWTS 6 ASCS 15-16
NASCAR Touring 7 Summer Nationals 17
OnTrack 7 ShortTrack 18-21
ARCA Racing 9

ON THE COVER:
NSCS - NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY

LUCAS OIL LATE MODEL DIRT - MICHAEL MOATS
ALL STAR CIRCUIT OF CHAMPIONS - PAUL ARCH

From early in his NASCAR career through today, David Ragan has
always made time for his fans. (Nigel Kinrade/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
SPARTA, KY -

Brad Keselowski had
his mojo working in
Saturday nightʼs
Quaker State 400 at
Kentucky Speedway.

Saving just
enough fuel to get to
the finish line, Ke-
selowski eked out a
heart-thumping victory

over Carl Edwards to win his sec-
ond consecutive NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series race and his third at
Kentucky Speedway.

But this was not the same
bumpy, abrasive Kentucky Speed-
way where Keselowski went to Vic-
tory Lane in 2012 and 2014. This
was a repaved, reconfigured 1.5-
mile intermediate track fraught with
treachery, especially when com-
bined with the lower-downforce
aerodynamic package in use for
the race.

Keselowski got to the finish line
.175 seconds ahead of Edwards,
who made up a deficit of more than
six seconds in the final 10 laps but
couldnʼt quite get to Keselowskiʼs
rear bumper on the final lap.

When Keselowski took the
checkered flag, his fuel cell was
dry. The driver of the No. 2 Team
Penske Ford didnʼt have enough
gas to do a celebratory burnout,
and he needed a push from a
safety truck to get to Victory Lane.

Keselowski took the lead from
Kevin Harvick after a restart on lap
200 and held it the rest of the way,
except for Lap 261, when Matt
Kenseth took the top spot and im-
mediately came to pit road for fuel.

By then, the die was cast for Ke-
selowski, who was committed to
finishing the race without another
fuel stop.

"We knew the fuel mileage," said
Keselowski, who won for the fourth
time this year, the 21st time in his
career, and became the first driver
to officially clinch a spot in the
Chase for the NASCAR Sprint Cup.
"We went out and we set a really
fast pace there on that restart and
were just using fuel, and then it be-
came obvious that you were going
to have to save fuel at the end, but
I already used so much.

"Itʼs a testament to our guys to
have the fuel mileage that we did to
be able to get back what I burnt
early in the run and get the Miller

Lite Ford in Victory Lane. Usually
these repaves are kind of my
Achilles heel, but to get a win here
at Kentucky… I know itʼs been a
good track for us in the past, but
this isnʼt the same Kentucky, I can
tell you that. 

"These cars were tough to drive
today, but a good tough. This was a
hard-fought battle, and Iʼm really
proud of everybody on the 2 crew
to get win number four and take
that first place."

When Keselowski slowed
through Turn 4 on the next-to-last
lap, Edwards thought he had the
race won, but in retrospect, Ed-
wards believed he had been
beaten by a cunning opponent.

"Yeah, I thought he was out of
fuel coming off of (Turn) 4, but he
actually did it very well," Edwards
said, who indicated on his radio
with more than a lap left that he
was out of fuel. "If he didn't beat
me, I'd be more impressed…

"I guess I'm impressed that he
did beat me, but I don't want to be.
He waited. He basically shut the
car off and went right off of 4 and
matched it perfectly to where I
couldn't get by him down the front

straightaway, and then he ran like
heck through 1 and 2, and then I
thought maybe he'll run out down
the back straight. Man, I dove it
down in there trying to catch him
into 3, and I couldn't even get to
him."

Keselowski, however, said he
thought he was out of gas when his
car sputtered off Turn 4.

"I didnʼt think I was going to win
the race," Keselowski said.

Harvick and Martin Truex Jr.
dominated the first two-thirds of the
event, leading 128 and 46 laps, re-
spectively.

Truex had taken the lead off pit
road on Lap 196, but NASCAR
sent him to the rear of the field for
passing Harvick, then the race
leader, on the entry to pit road. For
the last 68 laps, Truex drove like a
madman, advancing from 23rd to
as high as third before pitting for
fuel and finishing 10th.

"It wasnʼt my night on that deal,"
Truex said. “Itʼs frustrating, we had
the car to beat. We came out with
the lead and they took it away from
us. Itʼs just the way it goes, I
guess."

Particularly perilous throughout
the race were the flatter of the two
corners —Turns 3 and 4 — with the
entry to Turn 3 especially daunting.
Ten laps into the race, Ricky Sten-
house Jr. pancaked the right side of
his No. 17 Ford against the outside
wall of the Turn 3 torture chamber.

Nor were champions and fron-
trunners exempt from calamity. On
Lap 32, Jimmie Johnson spun
through Turn 4 and crumpled the
left rear quarter of his No. 48
Chevrolet. On Lap 53, Joey
slammed the Turn 3 wall after
scraping it 10 laps earlier.

On Lap 88, Ryan Blaney spun
from the middle of a three-wide
dilemma in Turn 3 and took the No.
24 Chevrolet of fellow Sunoco
Rookie of the Year competitor
Chase Elliott with him. On Lap 93,
the cars of Brian Scott, Chris
Buescher and AJ Allmendinger
were mangled in an eight-car
pileup.

Lap 194 produced the 11th cau-
tion of the race, tying the record set
last year, but from a restart on Lap
200 through the finish on Lap 267,
the race ran green, and Keselowski
was able to squeeze 68 laps out of
his fuel cell.

"We were totally out at the
start/finish line," said Paul Wolfe,
Keselowskiʼs crew chief. 

"So it couldnʼt have timed out
any better."

NOTES: Kurt Busch ran fourth,
followed by Tony Stewart, who
scored a top five in his 600th career
start… Greg Biffle scored a sea-
son-best sixth-place finish… Har-
vick came home ninth and saw his
series points lead shrink to four
markers over second-place Ke-
selowski.
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p Keselowski Saves
Fuel, Wins Wild
Kentucky Race

Kentucky race winner Brad Keselowski takes aim on all the competition to win his second NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series Championship after taking his second victory in a row and his fourth for the sea-
son. (Russell LaBounty/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
SPARTA, KY - It

was a race Kyle Busch
won with a dramatic
run around the outside
lane at Kentucky
Speedway.

It was a race Erik
Jones lost when he hit
the wrong switch on
his dashboard, killed
the engine and slowed

under caution late in the race.
But, interestingly, it was a race

where Jones showed Busch, the
pole winner, the key to victory,
demonstrating to his Joe Gibbs
Racing teammate that the outside
line was viable when racing side-
by-side with an opponent.

Clearing Austin Dillon off Turn 4
in the first lap in overtime in Friday
nightʼs Alsco 300 NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series race, after caution
slowed the race for the fifth time,

Busch pulled away to beat the
Richard Childress Racing scion to
the finish line by .455 seconds.

Daniel Suarez finished third after
chasing Busch to the final yellow
flag, then losing the runner-up spot
to Dillon on the last restart. Jones
came home a disappointing fourth
after outdueling Busch for the lead
on Lap 175, only to give it up when
his car wouldnʼt refire under caution
and failed to keep up with the pace
car, costing Jones two positions.

Busch led 185 of the 201 laps in
winning for the fifth time in nine
starts this season, the second time
at Kentucky and the 81st time in his
career, extending his own series
record.

But it was the run around the
outside lane, after Dillon pulled
even on the backstretch on lap
200, that proved decisive.

And thatʼs exactly how Jones
had passed Busch for the lead on

Lap 175.
"I didnʼt think heʼd be able to

hold it through (Turns) 3 and 4 like
that," said Dillon, who thought he
had the preferred position on the in-
side. "But he did a great job of hold-
ing me down. I wish we could have
got it done for (sponsor) Rheem,
but it was a really close race."

Busch was roughly a half-sec-
ond ahead of Suarez and appeared
to have the race in hand when cau-
tion flew on Lap 195 with smoke bil-
lowing from Mike Harmonʼs car.

"We always get the Kyle Busch
cautions," Busch said. 

"Apparently this time it was true.
There was some problems with an-
other car smoking. You always
have to make your moneyʼs worth,
I guess. Always have to give the
show to the fans and their moneyʼs
worth.

"Certainly means a lot to us to
win here and bring our Camry
home to Victory Lane again at Ken-
tucky Speedway."

Jones said he hit the wrong but-
ton when he was rolling under cau-
tion and fell behind the pace car,
allowing Busch to pass him.
NASCAR rules require a driver to
maintain pace car speed in order to
keep his or her running position.

"I think we had the fastest car
here once we got out front," Jones
lamented. "Itʼs just hard to get back
up to the front when you get back
in traffic."

But before he fell back, Jones
had already given Busch the road
map to victory.

"When Erik drove into Turn 3
with me, I started to roll out just a
little bit, because I knew I needed
to in order to run the bottom,"
Busch said. "And he drove right on
past me, and I was like, ʻWell, all
righty then.ʼ

"I was waiting for him to slip and
to not be able to control his car in
the black, in the rubber. And it stuck
for him and he made it work. I defi-
nitely learned that there was a little
bit of speed up there, at least for
one lap, for one corner."

And that one corner made all the
difference on Friday night.
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s Kyle Busch Holds Off
Austin Dillon for

XFINITY Kentucky Win

Kyle Busch continues his winning ways in the NASCAR XFINITY
Series after taking the Alsco 300 at Kentucky Speedway. (NIGEL
KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)

Kyle Busch (18) keeps the lead over Daniel Suarez (19) and Austin Dillon (2) Friday at Kentucky
Speedway. (Dylan Buell/Getty Images photo)



By DON COBLE
Scott Lagasse Jr.

kept his colon cancer
diagnosis so secretive
last year, his mother,
Carol Lagasse, didnʼt
learn of his life-saving
surgery until the morn-
ing he left for the hos-
pital.

More than a year
later, he now hopes
his message of treat-
ment and persever-

ance will inspire others.
“It really wasnʼt like I was trying

to keep it secret, but I figured
everyone has their own little bat-
tles,” the race car driver from St.
Augustine said. “I didnʼt realize it
could be inspiring for other people.”

A lot of Lagasseʼs strength came
from his long friendship with Reece
King. The two met at the Kentucky
Speedway in 2009 when King was
8 years old. Since then, King has
gone through three years of ag-
gressive chemotherapy to treat a
rare form of leukemia. Lagasse
then faced his own cancer.

Both now are in remission.
“I would say, for sure, Reece

was an inspiration when I got sick,”
Lagasse said. “He fought through
it. How could I feel bad about my
deal when a young man that has
been through so much and gives
so unselfishly, sets the bar so high
for us all? It made me take a look
at my own diagnosis, battle through
it and move on.”

“I told him to be strong, be posi-
tive and never give up,” King said.

King completed his final round of
chemotherapy in December and
the two friends decided to celebrate
last week before the Subway Fire-
cracker 250 at the Daytona Inter-
national Speedway. King walked
across the stage with Lagasse dur-
ing driver introductions, and he
stood with the driver in the back of
a pickup truck as they were pa-
raded in front of the main grand-
stands.

King waved a checkered flag,
signifying the finish line to years of
treatment.

“That victory lap is bigger than
graduating high school,” King said.
“It was incredible seeing all the
people yelling and screaming.”

“It was cool to see him in the
back of the truck waving the check-
ered flag,” Lagasse said. He is a
terrific source of inspiration for
everyone with his never give-up at-

titude, his desire to help others.”
King recently was selected by

the Make-A-Wish Foundation to
have treehouse master Pete Nel-
son fulfill his dream. King declined
and became dedicated to raising
$1 million so other patients can
have their own treehouses. The 14
year-old already has collected
more than $250,000.

“I decided to make my wish to
help other people,” King said.

It wasnʼt until King completed his
chemotherapy treatments and was
in remission that Lagasse finally
talked of his disease. An avid bicy-
clist and spokesman for the Florida
Alert Today program, Lagasse said
the bicycle seat created unusual
pressure to his lower abdomen. He
had the discomfort examined, and
the early diagnosis of colon cancer
proved to be life-saving.

“I was lucky,” Lagasse said. “If I
hadnʼt been cycling, I wouldnʼt have
found it.”

King and Lagasse have ex-
panded their relationship to Stand
Up 2 Cancer, a non-profit organiza-
tion that shares personal victories
with other cancer patients to pro-
vide hope and increase awareness
about cancer screenings. Lagasse
is committed to raising funds for
SU2C and their Dream Team of sci-
entists, doctors and researchers.

Lagasse now hopes to bring
other cancer survivors to Daytona
next February, where they will
share the same pre-race spotlight
and wave their own checkered
flags.

Lagasse currently drives a part-
time schedule in the Camping
World and Xfinity series. Heʼs a
spokesman for the Florida Alert
Today program that promotes
awareness for pedestrians and cy-
clists, as well as the need to always
were a helmet while on a bicycle.

Along with his friend Reece
King, they also are dedicated to
cancer causes.

And now that his secret is out,
Lagasse will be very vocal about
beating cancer and providing other
children with their own victory laps
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Scott Lagasse (right) and his
friend and inspiration Reece
King (left) share an important
moment before the Firecracker
250 at Daytona last weekend.
Lagassee has admitted to his
battle with colon cancer and
hopes to be  spokesman for a
cure. (Don Coble photo)



By REID SPENCER
SPARTA, KY -

William Byron didnʼt
have the fastest truck
at the end of Thursday
nightʼs Buckle Up In
Your Truck 225 at
Kentucky Speedway.

But Byron had the
most important ingre-
dient in the NASCAR

Camping World Truck Series race
at the newly repaved and reconfig-
ured 1.5-mile track. Byron held the
top spot for all 42 laps after the final
restart of the event on lap 108 of
150.

It was no cakewalk. Byron had
to stave off assaults from both run-
ner-up John Hunter Nemechek and
third-place finisher Daniel Hemric,
who dogged the race winner – and
each other – for the entire closing
green-flag run.

At the end, after surviving a last-
ditch effort from Nemechek,
Byronʼs No. 9 Kyle Busch Motor-
sports Toyota crossed the finish
line .190 seconds ahead of Ne-
mechekʼs family-owned No. 8
Chevrolet. Hemric was .291 sec-
onds behind the winner at the fin-
ish.

The victory was the fourth in 10
starts this season for the 18-year-
old Sunoco Rookie of the Year fron-
trunner, and it was the 51st win for
KBM, most all-time for a NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series team.

"Itʼs a dream come true to get a

fourth win like this," Byron said. "I
canʼt thank the team enough."

With Christopher Bell finishing
fourth, KBM grabbed two of the top
four spots, but team owner Kyle
Busch had to watch the last 93 laps
from the sidelines after Spencer
Gallagher checked his Chevrolet
up in front of him and triggered a
wreck that sent Buschʼs Toyota
spinning into the outside wall on
Lap 57.

Busch expressed frustration in
the aftermath of the crash, but was
more upbeat after the race when
reflecting on the meteoric rise of
the team he launched in 2010.

"This is a special moment," said
Busch, whose drivers have won the
last four series races. "Itʼs been re-
ally cool. What to me makes it most
special, I think, is how weʼve done
it in such a short period of time.

"From 2010 through 2016, weʼve
gotten 51 wins, and many of the
teams that we excelled ahead of
have been around a lot longer than
we have. Thatʼs pretty awesome."

Byron felt a vibration in his truck
in the closing laps but stayed on
the throttle.

"It was tough," he acknowl-
edged. "I honestly felt like I had a
right rear tire going down. With the
new surface, itʼs hard to get a tire
to last that long. I had quite the vi-
bration the last three or four laps.

"I was just hoping and praying
that there would be no cautions.
Just a great run for us. Our Liberty

University Tundra was really good
tonight, and we were able to stay
out front that last run and that was
the key."

Though they had faster trucks in
the closing laps, Nemechek and
Hemric couldnʼt focus solely on
Byron because they were battling
each other. Hemric lost momentum
into Turn 1 on Lap 146 when he
closed quickly on Byronʼs bumper,
and he and Nemechek ran side-by-
side for the better part of two laps
before Nemechek took the second
spot on Lap 147.

Though Nemechek was clearly
stronger than Byron through high-
speed Turns 1 and 2, he wasnʼt
able to get to Byronʼs rear bumper
on the final lap.

"The 19 (Hemric) got down on

my right rear a couple of times and
got me loose, but thatʼs just racing,
I guess," Nemechek said. "It sucks
to be disappointed with second, but
I guess thatʼs a good thing."

Hemric gave a tip of the hat to
Byron, who had to work extremely
hard to stay out front.

"The 9 (Byron) was put in a po-
sition where he had to run perfectly
for the last 40-45 laps, or else he
wouldnʼt have won," Hemric said.
"So congratulations to him."

Byron, locked into the inaugural
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series Chase, extended his series
lead to 13 points over second-place
Matt Crafton, who ran eighth, and
17 points over Hemric and Timothy
Peters (ninth Thursday), who are
tied for third.
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Byron Holds Off Nemechek,
Hemric for Record

Camping World Truck
Series Win

William Byron finds victory lane again when he wins at Kentucky
Speedway. The win makes it his fourth for the 2016 season and ex-
tended his points lead over Matt Crafton. (Ronda Greer photo)

William Byron (9) holds off a late-race charge by John Hunter Ne-
mechek (8) to win the Buckle Up in Your Truck 225 at Kentucky
Speedway. (Matt Hazlett/Getty Images photo)



POST FALLS, ID -
They came across the
finish line, two of
NASCAR's rising
young stars, leaning
on one another as
sparks flew and sheet
metal crunched Satur-
day night. In the end, it
was 16-year-old Todd
Gilliland who took the
checkered flag in the

Toyota NAPA 150 and celebrated in
Victory Lane on the quarter-mile,
after edging fellow NASCAR Next
driver Noah Gragson by inches.

Gilliland crossed the finish line
.004 seconds in front of the 17-
year-old from Las Vegas.

It was the only lap Gilliland's No.
16 NAPA Auto Parts Toyota led all
night. But it was enough to give the
third-generation driver from Sherrils
Ford, North Carolina, his third West
win and fourth K&N Pro win overall
in his rookie season.

Multiple cautions pushed the
race to a second green-white-
checkered finish and to 166 laps.

Gragson led the final restart and
was a nose ahead at the line taking
the white flag. But Gilliland got a
strong run off Turn 4 coming to the
checkered, and powered forward
despite having his car pinched
against the outside wall by Grag-
son's No. 7 Speed Vegas/Alert
ID/Colliers International Ford as
they crossed under the flag stand.

The Toyota NAPA 150 is the sec-
ond NASCAR K&N Pro Series race
to be decided by less than .01 sec-
onds this season. Spencer Davis
edged Justin Haley by .005 sec-
onds in the NASCAR K&N Pro Se-
ries East race at Virginia's
Dominion Speedway in May. Grag-
son was third in that race.

Chris Eggleston was third in a
bittersweet finish. Earlier in the day,
the defending series champion
earned his first career Coors Light
Pole Award. He led a race-high 73
laps. But he was collected in a spin
by Gilliland on Lap 92. The two Bill
McAnally Racing teammates
quickly sliced back through the
field, but it was Gilliland who got to

the front first and Eggleston had to
settle for a podium finish.

Gragson's teammate Gracin
Raz overcame a black flag -- for
jumping the restart while leading on
Lap 91 -- to finish fourth, and Julia
Landauer rounded out the top five.

Cole Rouse was sixth, followed
by Riley Herbst, Will Rodgers, Matt
Levin and championship points
leader Ryan Partridge.

Partridge saw his chance for the
win disappear on the first green-
white-checkered attempt when he
spun in Turn 4 coming to the white
flag.Partridge got hung on the out-
side when Gilliland made it three-

wide under Partridge and Gragson
on the initial restart.

That set up the final duel be-
tween Gilliland and Gragson.

Partridge holds a three-point
lead on Gilliland. Eggleston is 10
points behind Gilliland and Grag-
son is another four points back
after seven of the series' 14 races.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
West will next race in the annual
combination showdown with the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East at
Iowa Speedway on Friday, July 28.

The Toyota NAPA 150 will air on
NBCSN on Friday, July 15 at 2 p.m.
ET..
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Todd Gilliland and his team celebrate their third NASCAR K&N Pro
Series West win of the season Saturday night at Stateline Speedway
in Post Falls, Idaho. (William Mancebo/NASCAR via Getty Images) 

Gilliland By Inches At
Stateline

Beats Gragson To Line By .004 for
NASCAR K&N Pro West Win

Martinsville
Speedway

MARTINSVILLE,
VA - For the 18th con-
secutive year thou-
sands of people came
to Martinsville Speed-
way for Celebration
2016, Martinsville and
Henry Countyʼs an-
nual Independence
Day Celebration.

The 2016 edition
featured music from
The Gatlin Brothers,
along with the free
carnival rides and fire-
works.

“Itʼs a lot of fun to see all the
people get together from Mar-
tinsville and Henry County,” Buzz
Custer, a Martinsville resident and
Celebration 2016 attendee, said.
“Itʼs free. Itʼs cool to see everybody
interact with each other.”

Attendee Joseph Crist brought
his family out to enjoy the rides and
fireworks. 

“I think itʼs very awesome,” Crist
said. “I donʼt see other towns doing
this.” 

What Crist is referring to is that
everything but concession items
are free, thanks to the nearly 70
local businesses that came to-

gether to sponsor the event.
“Itʼs special,” Custer said. “My

momʼs works involved. She works
for Hooker (Furniture). My dadʼs
workʼs involved. He works for East-
man. Itʼs great to see everybody in
the city and county pull together to
have a great event.”

Martinsville Speedway President
Clay Campbell looks forward to the
event every year. 

“For so many business to come
together, to see how much fun the
kids are having; this is what itʼs all
about,” Campbell said. “What a bet-

ter way to show what Independ-
ence Day stands for than to have
everyone in the community come
out and make this a special event.”

Sponsors for Celebration 2016
are: Alcoa, American Global Logis-
tics, American National Bank,
Ameristaff, Appalachian Power, Ap-
plied Felts, Bargain Galore, Bassett
Funeral Service, Bassett Furniture,
Bassett Office Supply, BB&T, Bee-
son Industrial Supply, Blue Ridge
Aquaculture, Bubba Judy, Burch,
Hodges Stone, Carter Bank &
Trust, Carter Machinery, Casting

Logos, Chamberʼs Partnership for
Economic Growth, City of Mar-
tinsville, Collinsville Printing, Cool
Knobs & Pulls, Cunningham Tire,
Debbieʼs Catering, Dillon Insur-
ance, Eastern Panel, Eastman, Fi-
delity Bank, First Piedmont, Frith
Construction, G.S. Industries,
HanesBrands, Henry County,
Henry County Baptist Association,
Henry County Sheriffʼs Office,
Hooker Furniture, J&R Manage-
ment, Kings Mountain Animal
Clinic, jobs.martinsville.com, Mar-
tinsville Speedway Childrenʼs
Foundation, Memorial Hospital of
Martinsville/Henry County, Millards
Machinery, Monogram Food, Na-
tionwide Insurance Parker Insur-
ance Agency, Nelson Automotive,
Norris Funeral Home, Ohio Foam,
One Hour Martinizing, Pepsi, River
Community Bank, Sarver Cleaning
Services, Shenandoah Furniture,
Southwestern Virginia Gas, State
Farm Insurance, Steve Martin
Trenching, Stone Dynamics, Taco
Bell, Tarheel Paper & Supply, The
Greene Company, The Lester
Group, The Results Company, TR
Properties, ValleyStar Credit Union,
Virginia Blower, Virginia Mirror,
West Window, Zenith Logistics,
Martinsville Speedway President
Clay Campbell
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A fireworks show was the highlight of the evening during Celebra-
tion 2016 put on at Martinsville Speedway and sponored by local
businesses in the community. (Martinsville Speedway photo)





NEWTON, IA -
Rookie Chase Briscoe
padded his point lead
with his second con-
secutive ARCA Racing
Series presented by
Menards victory, win-
ning the ABC Supply
150 presented by
Casey's General Store
Saturday night at Iowa
Speedway.

Briscoe, in the No.
77 Big Tine-Cunning-
ham Motorsports

Ford, drove away from Kyle Ben-
jamin over the final 20 laps to se-
cure the victory in his first Iowa
attempt. Briscoe credited his win to
changing his line on the track.

"We had a fourth- or fifth-place
car early in the race...then I saw the
guys running the top so I tried it and
that's when my car came to life,"
Briscoe said.

"There was so much grip up
there. Anytime I came off the top, I
got really loose. The pit crew did
their job and I finally figured out
mine. It was awesome to get Cun-
ningham and Big Tine two wins in
a row and stretch our point lead."

The outcome could have been
much different however had Kyle
Weatherman not scraped the wall
to bring out the first of only two cau-
tions on lap 87 of the 150-lap race.
Weatherman, in the No. 10 St.
Charles Glass Ford, was leading
when he cut down a right-front tire
and made contact with the turn two

wall.
"It's disappointing," Weatherman

said. "I felt like we had the car to
beat tonight. Nothing I could do
when the right-front went down. My
guys on pit road did an excellent
job getting us back out so we didn't
lose a lap, but the car wouldn't han-
dle after that."

Weatherman nursed his
wounded car home in ninth, one
lap down.

Benjamin, in the No. 28 FEVR
Chevrolet for Ranier Racing with
MDM, finished second, about two-
and-a-half seconds behind the win-
ner.

"We just got too loose," Ben-
jamin said. "Didn't know the track
was going to swing that loose. The
77 was impressive tonight...he's
got it going on. The top really came
in tonight but it's hard to pass. You
had to slide-job to pass, and I have
to work on that."

Fifteen-year-old Harrison Bur-
ton, in his career-first ARCA Racing
Series start, finished third in the No.
8 DEX Imaging-Morton Buildings
Chevrolet.

"I learned a lot tonight, which is
what we set out to do," Burton said.
"I've never been on a track this fast
before. I learned that you really
have to keep your momentum up
around here."

Burton is the son of NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series driver Jeff Bur-
ton.

"We ran pretty well, but you're
never really satisfied until you're

holding up that trophy in victory
lane. I guess you could say this is
the best third-place finish I've got.
This place is awesome. This has
been such a cool opportunity. Run-
ning this race has really prepared
me mentally for my next big race."

Benjamin led the first 41 laps
from the Menards Pole before
Weatherman tracked him down
and made the pass for the lead on
lap 42. Weatherman held the lead
for 46 laps with Briscoe challenging
most of the way before his en-
counter with the wall. With Weath-
erman gone as an immediate
threat, Briscoe took control from
there, leading 63 laps overall en
route to the Casey's General Store
victory lane.

Dalton Sargeant, in the No. 55
Toyota Racing Development-Win-
dows 10 Toyota, finished fourth
with Myatt Snider trailing in fifth in
the No. 22 Original Louisiana Hot
Sauce Ford.

Matt Kurzejewski flirted with the
lead late in the race but sustained
rear-end damage on the final
restart when the cars around him
stacked up. Kurzejewski held on to
finish sixth in the No. 52 Ansell-
Menards Toyota.

Cole Custer, subbing for John
Wes Townley, finished seventh in
the No. 05 Jive Communications
Chevrolet. Hometown favorite
Mason Mitchell, in the No. 78 Karl
Chevrolet, changed a battery dur-
ing the race and battled back from
a lap down to finish eighth, the last
car on the lead lap. Josh Williams
finished 10th in the No. 6 Circle
Track Warehouse Chevrolet.

Just two cautions slowed the
race for 16 laps, resulting in a new
race record at 1:14:42/105.403
mph.

The next race for the ARCA Rac-
ing Series will be the Sioux Chief
PowerPEX® 200 presented by Jive
at Lucas Oil Raceway July 22.
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g Two in a Row for Briscoe;
Wins at Iowa

Chase Briscoe made it two in a row with his win at Iowa Speedway
Saturday night. (arcaracing.com photo)



NEW RICH-
MOND, WI - Donny
Schatz and Brad
Sweet battled
throughout much of
Saturday night's FVP
Outlaws at Cedar
Lake feature at Cedar
Lake Speedway, as
they traded the lead
back and forth through
lapped traffic and cau-
tions, but it was

Schatz who held tough to score his
13th World of Outlaws Craftsman®
Sprint Car Series victory of the sea-
son. 

"I've got to thank these guys,"
Schatz said. "They're incredible in
what they do." 

Schatz, who closed out the pre-
vious night at Cedar Lake with a
close second place run, jumped out
to an early lead in Saturday night's
main event with Sweet hot on his
trail. Through the first five laps,
Sweet looked for a way around but
Schatz held tough. 

The first caution of the night
came out on lap 13 and on the
restart, Schatz and Sweet resumed
their battle as David Gravel began
challenging Willie Croft for third.
Gravel eventually took over the
third spot with a pass on the high
side off of turn two. 

Meanwhile, Sweet was throwing
sliders on Schatz through turns one
and two. On lap 13, he made it stick
but Schatz battled back by. The
next lap, Sweet did it again, but this
time, held the position. 

Through traffic though, Schatz
again pulled even with the No. 49
Ollies Bargain Outlet car of Sweet,
and led again briefly. Through the
next six laps, Sweet held a precar-
ious lead on Schatz, as the reign-
ing and seven time series
champion bided his time. 

Sweet gave Schatz a chance as
he slipped up coming off of turn
four and Schatz, glued to the low
line, got around him. The next time
into turns one and two, Sweet
again took an aggressive line that
cost him momentum. This time, it
was third running David Gravel who
took his chance and battled forward
for the second spot in his No. 5 Big
Game Treestands car. 

Through several late race cau-
tions, Sweet hand his hands full
with a number of drivers including
his own Kasey Kahne Racing with
Mike Curb teammate, Daryn

Pittman. Pittman found his way by
in the waning laps to take the final
position on the podium. 

Schatz crossed the line in first,
his fifth career Outlaws win at
Cedar Lake. Gravel closed out the
night and the weekend double-
heading in second with Pittman in
third. Despite the success at the
track, Schatz said Cedar Lake has
always been challenging for him. 

"We never really can seem to
get a good feel here," Schatz said.
"I don't know what it is… we just
had to bide our time, we were aw-
fully tight in the beginning. I guess
when you know you can't do better,
you just try to save your tires. Last
night I just killed the tires. We had a
way better racecar at the end and
that's what counts." 

For Gravel, the finish is his third
podium run in the last five races.
He currently sits fifth in the cham-
pionship standings, just two points
out of fourth and six points out of
third. 

"We qualified well tonight so we
put ourselves in a lot better posi-
tion," Gravel said. "I think I finished
second here three times so Cedar
Lake has been pretty good to me.
Donny was really good - I think we
needed lapped traffic. 

"We'll take second tonight.
We've had a lot of podium finishes.
Hopefully we can get some wins
here. 

Pittman battled late and fought
hard to take home his first podium
finish in nearly two weeks. 

"It's a good result, good finish for
our Great Clips team," Pittman
said. "We've just got to figure out
what's going on the first 10 laps of
the race. I feel like we've been the
fastest car on the race track the last
10 laps of the last couple of races.
Tonight we were really good - we
just gave up too many spots early.
The last 10 laps were a lot of fun,
we got it going in the right direction
and we'll keep working at it." 

Sweet scored his eighth quick
time award of the season after a
lap of 11.581. Greg Wilson was the
night's KSE Racing Hard Charger,
advancing 11 positions to finish in
ninth. 

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series takes on the Brad
Doty Classic at Attica (Ohio) Race-
way Park on Tuesday, July 12. For
more information and to learn how
to purchase tickets, visit
WoOSpr i n t . com/B rad -Do ty -

Classic. 
Follow the World of Outlaws

Craftsman Sprint Car Series on
Twitter at Twitter.com/WorldofOut-
laws, like it on Facebook at Face-
book.com/WorldofOutlaws, or
check out the latest videos on
YouTube at YouTube.com/Worldo-
fOutlaws.

Schuchart Holds Off
Schatz at Cedar Lake

to Score First
Career Win 

NEW RICHMOND, WI - It was
not easy but Logan Schuchart did
what he had to Friday night at
Cedar Lake Speedway to score his
first career World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series victory
as he battled past Joey Saldana
and held off Donny Schatz to win
the FVP Outlaws at Cedar Lake. 

Schuchart, who started the fea-
ture on the front row with Shane
Stewart, jumped out to the lead
early but succumbed to Joey Sal-
dana's charge on a lap seven
restart. Schuchart battled back as
the two drivers worked their way
through traffic and despite strong
advances from Donny Schatz late,
Schuchart held tough. 

"I'm proud of our team. We've
gotten close a couple of times and
I can tell the disappointment when
we come back," Schuchart said. "I
told everybody, 'we're going to get
one of these after a
while.' You know how
hard it is racing with
the Outlaws and how
difficult it is every
night, but I believed
we were going to get
it done and sooner or
later it was going to
start clicking. 

"I promised my lit-
tle brother, two years

ago, he said, 'how come you don't
win anymore?' I said, 'well, what do
you want me to do? The next time
I win, I'm going to stand on the
wing.' He said, 'alright.' So tonight,
I had to fulfill that promise to my lit-
tle brother. That felt great." 

After three podium finishes so
far this season, the win was a long
time coming for Schuchart and his
No. 1S Mark Pell Tire
Service/Marty Thompson Invest-
ments Shark Racing team, owned
by his grandfather, sprint car leg-
end Bobby Allen. 

"Just our team, my grandpa,
never quit attitude. The guy just
keeps going, never quits. I owe
everything to him. The rest of my
team, Jake, Joe, Aiden, Jacob - we
all work hard." 

Rico Abreu helped kick off the
night as he scored his first quick
time award of the season. Stewart
led the field to the green in the 35-
lap feature - just his second pole
position of 2016. 

Schuchart jumped out to an
early lead but as he caught traffic,
Saldana closed the gap. A caution
flag flew on lap seven and on the
restart, Saldana jumped out to the
lead. A battle heated up behind
those two between Schatz, Daryn
Pittman and Stewart for the third,
fourth and fifth positions. Ultimately,
Schatz held onto the third spot as
Stewart held fourth. 

(Continued Next Page)
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s Donny Schatz Scores Lucky
No. 13 at FVP Outlaws at

Cedar Lake 

Donny Schatz raced his way to his 13th win of the season with his
victory at Cedar Lake Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



HARTFORD, OH -
“Downtown” Danny
Holtgraver scored the
largest Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Cham-
pions victory of his ca-
reer on Saturday night
at Sharon Speedway,
claiming the eighth an-
nual Lou Blaney Me-
morial worth $10,000.
The Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania, native led all

30 circuits at the Hartford, Ohio,
oval, surviving a last restart bobble
to eventually hold back fourth row
starter Sheldon Haudenschild and
Ohio veteran Dean Jacobs at the
final checkers. Holtgraver now
owns two Arctic Cat All Star wins in
2016, raising his career win total to
11. 

“I had to keep things exciting I
guess,” explained Danny Holt-
graver regarding the main eventʼs
last restart. “I didnʼt quite get the
restart that I wanted. Iʼm not sure if
I was nervous, or just excited, but
all that matters is we made it
through it and got this one. This
means so much to this team. I canʼt
thank everyone enough. These
guys have been giving me some
awesome race cars lately. Iʼm hav-
ing so much fun.” 

Danny Holtgraver started sec-
ond on the main event grid, jump-
ing to an early advantage over
Josh Baughman and Caleb Griffith.
After two cautions on lap two, one

of which involving Josh Baughman
with nose wing damage, green flag
competition resumed with Holt-
graver holding the point. The pilot
of Pete Groveʼs Premier Motor-
sports/No. 70 reached the tail of the
field by lap five, navigating safely
on the topside of the speedway be-
fore approaching even heavier traf-
fic by lap ten. In the meantime,
Dean Jacobs, who started fifth on
the feature grid, worked his way
into second on lap four, setting
chase on Holtgraverʼs Premier Mo-
torsports entry. Despite the traffic,
Jacobs never lost sight of the
leader, keeping Holtgraver within a
few car lengths until caution lights
reappeared on lap 19. 

Competition resumed with Holt-
graver maintaining his position at
the front of the field, flanked by
Dean Jacobs and now Sheldon
Haudenschild. Six more laps would
be completed with the same run-
ning order, only to be stopped by
caution lights on lap 25, setting up
a clear track and clean air once
again for Danny Holtgraver. 

Not without a restart hiccup,
nearly making contact with the front
stretch wall, Holtgraver brought the
field back to green for the final time
of the night. Sheldon Haudenschild
made a surge to second on lap 25,
driving by Dean Jacobs who
started to feel the effects of a dam-
aged nose wing. Even after the
stumble, clean air and a clear track
proved to be an advantage for Holt-

graver, driving on to secure
$10,000 by nearly two seconds. It
was his first ever Lou Blaney Me-
morial title and his first ever Arctic
Cat All Star victory at Sharon
Speedway.

“It was just a great night all to-
gether,” Holtgraver explained. “This
team has been on a pretty good
streak lately. Everything is really
clicking and weʼve been getting
more and more comfortable with
each other. Weʼre having so much
fun. Thatʼs probably the most im-
portant part. The stress is gone and
the pressure is gone. We can get to
the track and just enjoy what we
are doing. I canʼt wait to try to do it
again next weekend.” 

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions will continue their 2016
campaign with an appearance at

the Eldora Speedway in Rossburg,
Ohio. “Americaʼs Series” will join
the World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series during their ap-
pearance at the Worldʼs Greatest
Dirt Track, taking part in the 33rd
annual Kings Royal. The Arctic Cat
All Star Circuit of Champions will
officially join the Kings Royal
agenda during the $50,000-to-win
finale on Saturday night, July 16.
The appearance will be worth show
up points only. Shane Stewart is
the defending event winner, scoring
the $50,000 top prize over Jason
Johnson and Rico Abreu a year
ago. 

Those seeking additional infor-
mation regarding the 33rd annual
Kings Royal at Eldora Speedway
should visit the “Big E” online at
www.eldoraspeedway.com.

Continued…

As the leaders
again caught traffic,
Schuchart closed the
gap on Saldana and
found an opening.
Schuchart dove into
turn one as the field
worked to complete
lap 16, pulled side-by-
side with Saldana and
beat him onto the
back straight.

Saldana charged
back, throwing the
slider into turn three,
but Schuchart main-
tained the top spot. 

By lap 20, Schatz, then running
third in his No. 15 Bad Boy Off
Road/Chevrolet Performance J & J,
was catching Saldana.

Two laps later, Schatz found his
way around Saldana and set his

sights on the leader. Schuchart got
caught up by lapped traffic three
laps later and Schatz cut his sec-
ond and a half lead to almost noth-
ing. 

The final caution flag of the night
fell with eight laps remaining. On
the restart, Schuchart powered for-
ward and with a clear track ahead,
he built an insurmountable lead on
Schatz. 

Schuchart was the 15th different
winner of the season. 

"Anytime you have Donny start-
ing next to you to end the race, it's
going to make you nervous,"
Schuchart said. "I was just trying to
not let the butterflies get to me. I felt
like I was running my race. I felt like
not being in lap traffic would help
me, so as long as I could get the
lead and get in my line he was
going to have a hard time passing
me. Those guys were good, but
tonight we were just a little bit bet-

ter." 
Schatz, who extended his lead

in the championship standings to
109 points over Brad Sweet,
scored his season leading 21st
podium finish of 2016. Schatz con-
gratulated Schuchart following the
feature. 

"Happy for Logan," Schatz said.
"Logan's been knocking on the
door looking for a win for a long
time so good to see him get a win
there. 

"I felt like we had a good shot
there on the yellow but I killed us. I
don't know if I heated up the tires
too much after that or what hap-
pened. (Schuchart) was able to
move around in the middle of one
and two and that's where I needed
to be. We didn't run all that great
but we felt that way last year and
run second the first night and won
the second night. So we'll take that
tonight as long as we can reverse

that tomorrow night." 
For Saldana, the finish extends

a solid run for the No. 83 Roth Mo-
torsports car. Like Schatz, Saldana
too had kudos for Schuchart and
his Shark team. 

"I want to congratulate Logan
and the Shark team," Saldana said.
"Winning your first one means so
much. He'll win many more. It was
nice to see them finally get some-
thing rewarding. You put a lot of
work to run with the World of Out-
laws and run these teams. 

"Good effort by the whole Roth
team. We missed it just a little bit.
We built a new car and we were
just off a little bit… hopefully we
come back here tomorrow night
and get a little bit better." 

Paul McMahan was the night's
KSE Racing Hard Charger, ad-
vancing 11 positions to finish in
12th after he transferred out of the
Last Chance Showdown.
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Danny Holtgraver celebrates winning the Lou Blaney Memorial in
victory lane with Mrs. Lou (Katie) Blaney and his proud father Dan
Holtgraver. (Paul Arch photo)

Danny Holtgraver Scores
$10,000 During 8th Annual

Lou Blaney Memorial



SPRING VALLEY,
MN - In the World of
Outlaws Craftsman®
Late Model Seriesʼ
500th feature event in
the modern era on
Saturday night, Josh
Richards rockets to
his 67th career series
win at Deer Creek
Speedway. The win
was his ninth of the
season. 

“Iʼll tell you, this
place does not get

enough credit,” Richards said.
“This is probably one of the top fa-
cilities in the country, and I always
enjoy coming here. I want to thank
the fans for coming out. Itʼs cool to
win on this stage.” 

The podium reflected the top
three in the points standings -
Richards, Shane Clanton and Rick
Eckert battling to a one-two-three
finish respectively. Richards, who
started second in the feature,
wasted no time on Billy Moyer Jr.
for first. Richards passed him by
the third lap, despite a valiant effort
from Moyer to protect the lead spot
- the first time he led a series fea-
ture into the green flag. 

Richards opened-up a 1.151
lead five laps later in his No. 1,
while Clanton joined Moyer and
third-place Boom Briggs in a side-
by-side fight for a podium spot. No-
body wanted to lose the game of
musical chairs between them, as
the three-way fight lasted four more
laps until Clanton made his move
on Briggs. Eckert, biding his time,
entered the battle and took fourth
away from a fading Briggs. 

Another three-way battle fol-
lowed the featureʼs second caution
on lap 13. Behind Richards on the
restart, Moyer, Clanton and Eckert
spanned three-wide entering turn
four. Clanton had the upper-hand
leaving turn four, and a last-ditch
effort by Moyer to reclaim the sec-
ond spot fell short. Moyer fought to
have another chance at Clanton,
but could only come within .800
seconds then; Eckert swept under
Moyer for third shortly after. 

Moyer fell out of the podium pic-
ture briefly, but a caution with 24
laps completed revitalized his
chances. Moreover, the raceʼs third
caution regrouped him with Clanton
and Eckert yet again. On the
restart, Clanton and Eckert moved
up the track while Moyer sunk low.
Moyer began to fade after one lap,
while Clanton and Eckert dueled. 

Clanton challenged Richards
briefly on the restart before resum-
ing his battle with Eckert, but it was
a game of cat and mouse in
Richardsʼ favor. The closest Clan-
ton got to Richards for the remain-
der of the race was at the finale
caution of the night on lap 43. 

Richards strong restarts pre-
vailed, propelling him to a 2.759-
second lead and eventual victory.
Clanton in the meantime had his
hands full with Eckert - one last
showdown before the checkers.
The two flew around the track
fender-to-fender, but Clanton was
able to break away three laps later.
Eckert settled for third. 

This was Eckertʼs 500th appear-
ance in the series; he has been
with the series since World Racing
Group rekindled it in 2004. Eckert
joked when he was asked about his
“greatest series memory,” saying
he is thankful that his memory is
still even there as he gets older.
This particular race in a monumen-
tal moment will be another to add
to his 13 years of memories with
the series.

Chub Frank also recorded his
500th appearance with the series.
Frank ran in the top ten through the
majority of the race before bounc-
ing off a wall with 17 laps remain-
ing. He finished 19th on the night. 

Follow the World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late Model Series on
Twitter at Twitter.com/WoOLate-
Models, like it on Facebook at
Facebook .com/Wor ldo fOu t -
lawsLateModelSeries, or check out
the latest videos on YouTube at
Youtube.com/WorldofOutlaws.

Clanton Clobbers
Field for Fifth Win

MASON CITY, IA - Shane Clan-
ton was stronger than stone Friday
night, dominating The World of
Outlaws Craftsman® Late Model
Series 50-lap feature at Mason City
Motor Speedway. Clanton not only
solidified his fifth win of the season,
but also tied Rick Eckert for fourth
all time in career wins (35) in the
series. 

“Oh man, that car was good,”
Clanton said. “Itʼs pretty special
right now. It was a good win here
that eluded me the last time I was
here [in 2004]. I went a little hard on
the tire [then], but tonight we ran a
little softer than everyone else, and
it was pretty good.” 

Clanton, the series defending
champion, rose to the top of the

track as the green flag waved-on
the 24-car field. Within a half of a
lap, he reeled-in Eckert with his No.
25 Weldbank Energy/ Coopers
Meat Packers Capital car. The long
1/2-mile oval lent enough room for
Clanton to separate himself from
the pack lap-by-lap. By lap nine in a
caution-free feature, Clanton was
2.402 seconds away. 

As Eckert began to fade, other
drivers took advantage. Eric Wells,
who captured his first podium finish
the night before, replaced Eckert
for the second position. Chad
Simpson, following behind Wells in
his No. 25s Liebe Trucking/ GATR
Truck Center Victory Circle car, fol-
lowed suit. By lap 15, the podium
was spaced by more than one-sec-
ond between the trio of drivers. 

The only immediate challenge
for Clanton came with 37 laps to go
when he approached the caboose
of the field. Clantonʼs lead dimin-
ished by .400 seconds for the lap;
however, Clanton quickly rebuilt his
lead to a 1.2 second margin. The
gap widened 16 laps later to 3.913
seconds. 

“Yeah, 50 laps here is kind of
grueling just trying to hit your
marks,” Clanton said. “We had to
do what we did [passing lapped
traffic]. Nothing was going to slow
us down.” 

While Clanton pulled away, Josh
Richards charged to the front; he
started ninth in the feature.
Richards early in the race battled
for fifth position with Tyler Erb, who
is second in the rookie of the year
standings. From there, Richards
had little opposition to his strong
push to the front. 

Richards passed Eckert for
fourth when a lapped car prevented
Eckert from slamming the door on
his advances. The No. 1 Valvoline/
Seubert Calf Ranches Rocket car
proceeded to gain ground on Wells,
who he passed a few laps later;
Wells finished seventh in the fea-

ture. With 10 laps remaining,
Richards made the move on Simp-
son for second place. 

“Itʼs a lot of fun racing right here
in Iowa,” said Simpson, who was
awarded the fast time award in
qualifying. “We had a good car.
Weʼre getting closer. The tire game
hurts us a little when we come to
these deals because we run on
hard tires around here all the time.
But, I guess we re guessing pretty
good so far [on our setup].” 

With fewer than five laps re-
maining, Richards ran out of real
estate. From a 3.116 lead,
Richards managed to only close
the gap between him and Clanton
to 2.017 seconds. This is Richardsʼ
18th top five finish of the season. 

“Shane and those guys did a
great job,” Richards said. “We got
stuck on the outside from our heat
race, lost position and had to start
ninth. We were just green flag the
whole way, and it just took so long
to run everybody down. I think we
were better than he was at the end,
but we were just strung out way too
far.”

Shirley Scores
Squirrely Feature Win

at Hamilton County
WEBSTER CITY, IA - Brian

Shirley was triumphant in a Thurs-
day night thriller, winning the World
of Outlaws Craftsman® Late Model
Series race at Hamilton County
Speedway. This is Shirleyʼs second
consecutive win, both coming al-
most within a week of one another. 

“It was just one of those deals
when you had a great car, and
there were a couple different op-
tions out there,” Shirley said.
“Everybody was good. We decided
to change a couple things, it
worked right. All in all, Iʼm just
happy.” 

Shirleyʼs win did not come easy. 
(Continued Next Page)

Wo
rld

 of
 Ou

tla
ws

Cr
af

tsm
an

 La
te

 M
od

el 
Se

rie
s Richards Racks-up Win

Number Nine

Shane Clanton dominated the field at Mason City Motor Speedway
for his fifth win of the season. (Paul Arch photo)
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From the start Jimmy
Mars, who currently
ranks 16th all-time in
career wins with the
Outlaws, muscled his
No. 28m Deppe Enter-
prises/ S&S Transport,
Inc. M.B. Customs car
to the front. Mars took
the lead on the first
lap, leaving the rest of
the pack to sort them-
selves out while he
opened up a comfort-
able half-second
cushion. 

Two cautions oc-
curred on lap 7 and during each of
them, Brandon Overton and Rick
Eckert traded paint for second po-

sition. Overton slammed the door
on Eckert for the first restart, but
Eckert managed to overtake him
with the same move on the next
restart in turn one. While they both
lost momentum from their battle,
2013 Rookie of the Year Eric Wells
stormed down the front straight-
away into third place uncontested.
Wells started ninth in the feature. 

Shirley followed Wells up to the
front from starting seventh to one
position shy of the podium; they
both passed Eckert following a cau-
tion with 25 remaining. From there,
Wells and Shirley had he barn-
burner of their own. Wellsʼ No. 18
Allstar Performance/ Penske Rac-
ing Shocks Longhorn car skated
through the top-half of the track
while Shirley mowed the infield
lawn with nose of his No. 3s Bob

Cullen Racing/ Arnie Ranta Motor-
sports Longhorn machine. 

Shirley began the tango be-
tween him and Wells when he
passed him with 23 to go. But
Shirley was not off the hook that
easily. Wells reclaimed the second
spot two laps after. The duo main-
tained a .100-second margin be-
tween each other, swapping
positions every-other lap. 

It took a bold move from Shirley
on lap 33 in turn three to catapult
him into first. Wells needed two
more laps thereafter to make his
move for first. Though Mars could
not fend-off Shirley, he was able to
put the block on Wellsʼ pursuit after
a lap 34 restart. Shirley opened-up
his lead to more than one-second
while Wells ran out of time to pass
Mars. 

“This is probably the best Iʼve
been all year,” said Wells, beaming
ear-to-ear. “That was fun. The car
was very maneuverable and could
run anywhere on the track. I hon-
estly did not expect that. Thanks to
Brian and Jimmy for racing me
clean. We put on a great show for
these fans.” 

Mars led 33 of the 40 laps in his
first World of Outlaws appearance
of the season. His last series win
came on July 31, 2014 at Cedar
Lake Speedway (Wisc.). 

“Congratulations to Brian, he
drove a good race,” Mars said. “I
was kind of committed more to the
top and it gotta a little dirty up there
later in the race. But weʼll take it. Itʼs
always fun running with the World
of Outlaws when we get the
chance.”

FAYETTEVILLE,
TN - The Southern All
Star Dirt Racing Se-
ries spent the July 4th
weekend in the Peach
State of Georgia and
Toccoa, GA., driver
Casey Roberts picked
up his second & third
wins the season as he
took the win in the
Roscoe Smith Classic
at the Senoia Race-

way in front of a full house Satur-
day night.  Roberts battled side by
side and swapped the lead with
Riley Hickman until Roberts took
over the top spot for good on lap 11
as Roberts slid under Hickman and

then checked out of the rest of the
field to get the win, the 7th of his
Southern All Star career.

Finishing in the second spot was
Michael Page of Douglasville, GA.,
who got around Hickman at the
halfway point for his first top five of
the season with the series,  third
place went to Hickman who contin-
ues to led the series pointʼs, fourth
to Tyler Millwood of Kingston, GA.,
and fifth went to Todd Morrow of
East Ridge, TN. 

Finishing in the sixth spot in the
caution free 44 lap event honoring
his dad  was Clint Smith of Senoia,
GA., seventh to Austin Horton of
Senoia, GA., eighth Cody King of
McDonough, GA., ninth to Skylar

Marlar of Winfield, TN., and tenth
Joe Armistead of Senoia, GA.

The second event of the week-
end took place at Chris Martinʼs
Cochran Speedway and in 100
plus degree weather that moved
the starting time back, the capacity
crowd watch a battle between
Casey Roberts & Jimmy Sharpe Jr
for the first half of the race till
Roberts finally took command and
took his 8th career win and second
in two nights.  Sharpe Jr then had
to battle with Hunter Peacock of
Macon, GA., for the second spot
with Peacock taking over the sec-
ond for good late in the race,
Sharpe Jr., came home in third and
Jordy Nipper of Gray, GA who
drove the last 11 laps with a left
front flat tire came in fourth and fifth
went to Todd Morrow who has his
second top five of the weekend and
moved back into the top five in se-
ries points.

The sixth spot went to Austin
Horton, seventh to Riley Hickman
eight to Brad Skinner of Spring Hill,
TN., ninth to Chesley Dixon of
Swainsboro, GA., and tenth to Tod
Darda of LaGrange, GA.

The Southern All Stars would
like to thanks all the fans at both
track for huge crowds, the drivers
who supported the series for both
days as well as just one day, track
promoters Mays & Bill Massey at
Senoia and Chris & Joanie Martin
and all their staffs for the hard work
to make this a great weekend for all
those involved and looks forward to
working with these tracks in the
near future.

The next Southern All Star Dirt
Racing Series event will be on Sat-
urday night July 16th at Johnny
Stokes Magnolia Speedway the
13th Annual Governors Cup 50 lap
$5,000 to win. For more information
www.magnoliadirt.com 
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Casey Roberts Doubles Up
On Southern All Star Races

At Senoia & Cochran

KINSTON, AL -
Cole Anderson hails
from Northfield, Min-
nesota, but he is right
at home in Alabama.

Anderson outdu-
eled Deep South leg-
end Augie Grill over
the last 40 laps to
claim the win in the Di-
amondback 125 at
South Alabama
Speedway. The win is
Anderson's second in
a row, and completes

a mid-summer sweep of the South-
ern Super Series presented by
Sunoco events held in the Yel-
lowhammer State. 

On a restart with 40 laps to go,

Anderson and Grill started side by
side and stayed that way for eight
laps. Lap after lap, Grill was glued
to the bottom and Anderson
worked the high lane. Ultimately
Grill won the battle, but Anderson
was setting up to win the war. 

"Anthony (Campi, Anderson's
crew chief) told me to back my cor-
ner's up and widen out the entry,
and that helped a lot," Anderson
said. "I just backed off and let him
go, because I didn't think I could
make it happen on the outside."

With just 13 laps to go, Ander-
son made it happen with one final
charge for the win with a bold move
in turn three. The car stuck and An-
derson cruised the rest of the race
to secure his second Southern

Super Series win in a row.
"The last couple of weeks have

been pretty amazing," Anderson
said. "We have had a lot of success
lately and hopefully we can keep it
going. I am already looking forward
to the next race at Pensacola."

Grill dominated the event, lead-
ing more than 80 of the racer's 125
laps, but ultimately was forced to
settle for second. 

However, Grill wasn't upset. He
was just happy to be running up
front, like he is accustomed. 

"He (Anderson) was just a little
bit better than me at the end, and I
couldn't keep him behind me," Grill
said. "It's just all about keeping up
with the Jones'. When you don't
race every week, it's hard to keep
up with the guys that do. We are
going to race a little more the next
few months, and will have more
runs like this one tonight. 

Anderson felt he had unfinished
business with South Alabama
Speedway following a 13th place
showing in The Rattler back in
March. 

With a trophy and checkered
flag in hand on Saturday, he said
redemption had been achieved. 

"I feel like we just kind of missed
it at The Rattler," said Anderson.
"We came here Thursday and
tested. We practice all day Fri-
day and were able to get the job
done. It feels really great to get a
win here at South Alabama."

Stephen Nasse finished third
after starting 13th. Kenzie Ruston
came home fourth and Kyle Plott
rounded out the top five. 

The Southern Super Series re-
turns to action July 22 for a Fri-
day night showdown under the
lights at Five Flags Speedway in
Pensacola, Florida.
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MARYVILLE, TN -
Dale McDowell de-
buted a new Sweet-
Bloomquist Chassis
on Saturday night at
Smoky Mountain
Speedway, and put it
in victory lane by win-
ning the Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Se-
ries-sanctioned Moun-
tain Moonshine
Classic.

McDowell's seventh career
LOLMDS win came before a
record-setting crowd at the famed
4/10-mile, speed-plant. He led a
Sweet-Bloomquist Chassis sweep
of the top three finishers. Jared
Landers came from sixth to finish
second, followed by LOLMDS
point-leader Scott Bloomquist in
third. Tim McCreadie and Steve
Francis completed the top five.

McDowell started on the pole
and quickly bolted to the lead at the
start of the main event. He was al-
ready into lapped traffic by the
tenth circuit. 

"First off, I need to thank my
brother Shane, and Scott
[Bloomquist], we have been talking
about this since Knoxville last year
over a beer," said the 50-year-old
driver, who picked up his first
LOLMDS win of the season, ending
Bloomquist's three-race win streak.

"I have been looking forward to
working with Scott. We were both
on slightly different set-ups tonight.
Our driving styles are a lot alike.
Coming to this track and not know-
ing what to change on this new car;
I didn't change anything. I hope he
can learn from that, and I hope that
I can learn as well. A big thanks to
all of the fans, our sponsors, and to
Lucas Oil for putting on this show."

"Since we are working with Scott
and Jared [Landers], and they are
already familiar with these cars, we
will put our heads together and go
from here. I am sure that I am going
to be on the other end at times, but
if you can get a top five with this
bunch, that's a great night! Scott
has worked his tail off to build what
he has," said the driver of the Bad
Boy Off-Road, Klotz, Cometic Gas-
ket, University of Northwestern
Ohio, Clements-powered entry.

Bloomquist held the second spot
behind McDowell for most of the
race. He stayed there until a lap 50
restart when Landers passed him
for second. Landers then tried to

track down McDowell, but McDow-
ell opened his lead up as he
headed to the checkers.

Landers dedicated his second
place finish to his crew chief Jason
Durham who has been battling kid-
ney stones all weekend. "We had a
good car. Dale was tough tonight.
This track is extremely fast and
wide-open. I want to thank Crop
Production Services, Mark Martin
Automotive. Bad Boy Mowers, Big
Dog Motorsports and ASC War-
ranty."

Bloomquist maintains the series
points lead with his finish tonight
and was pleased with the efforts of
his Sweet-Bloomquist counter-
parts. "It feels good to see our cars
run so well. Dale is a very experi-
enced driver, and with him and his
brother, I thought it was good
choice to get him in one of our cars.
I wish we could have won tonight,
but great job to Dale and Jared."

Completing the top ten were
Brandon Sheppard, Earl Pearson
Jr., Derek Ellis, Donald McIntosh
and Darrell Lanigan.

In preliminary action, Scott
Bloomquist set the overall Miller
Welders Fast Time (Group B)
amongst the 30 entrants, with a lap
of 15.679 seconds. Casey Roberts
set the fastest time in Group B with
a time of 15.874 seconds. Dale Mc-
Dowell, Don O'Neal, Scott
Bloomquist, and Jimmy Owens
won their respective heat races.
Derek Ellis and Skip Arp won their
respective B-Mains.

For the latest breaking news on
the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries, including the latest series
standings, 2016 tour schedule,
driver information, and more visit
the official website at: www.lucas-
dirt.com.

Bloomquist Takes
Grassy Smith

Memorial at Cherokee
GAFFNEY, SC - Scott

Bloomquist won his third straight
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
event on Friday Night at Cherokee
Speedway by leading all but one
lap of the main event. After a 4-
hour rain delay, the standing room
only crowd saw Bloomquist take
the win in the Grassy Smith Memo-
rial, also marking his 70th career
LOLMDS win.

Casey Roberts came home in
second, followed by Johnny Purs-

ley, Brandon Sheppard, and 18th-
starting Jonathan Davenport.

Chris Madden managed to lead
lap 18, marking the only lead
change throughout the long battle
between himself and Bloomquist.
Madden took the lead in heavy traf-
fic much to the pleasure of his
home-track crowd, but under the
ensuing caution Madden's right
rear tire went flat and he was
forced to pit. He never returned to
the track.

"I know we have finished later at
some tracks," said the winner after
the race that ended at about 3:20
am local time. "At the start, I kind of
just settled in on the bottom. I really
couldn't see where the cushion
was. I think we were still fast
enough and could have gotten it
done."

"The track crew did a good job
getting the track back into shape.
It's tough getting that initial glaze off
the track. Once we started back up
again it was good. The track was
smooth; you could race all over it.
We stayed up high most of the race
and when we went down low, it was
no problem."

"This Sweet-Bloomquist car ran
superbly. The Andy Durham engine
ran great as well. I would like to
thank Mike Reece of Reece Monu-
ment Company, Crop Production
Services, Mark Martin Automotive,
Horton Coal, Sorbera Chiropractic,
Petroff Towing, Dyna Gro Seed,
and Penske Shocks."

Roberts and Pursley tried their
best after several caution flags to
stay with Bloomquist, but both driv-
ers were pleased with their podium
finishes.

"I probably had a third place car
here tonight," said Roberts. "The
track was super-fast after the rain.
It was really smooth. They did a

good job getting it back in shape. It
was a really good race early-on
with Scott, Chris, and Johnny. Our
car worked better on the bottom,
but Scott was just too tough. We
are happy with second and we will
head to Smoky Mountain tomorrow
and see what we can do."

It was the best career LOLMDS
finish for the home-state driver
Pursley as he held off a torrid battle
with Brandon Sheppard to place
third. "To be able to stick with these
guys tonight says a lot about our
team. We sometimes struggle
here. But tonight we had a car that
ran third against this caliber of driv-
ers that was an honor. I have been
coming here a long time and that
was the biggest crowd I think I have
ever seen here."

Completing the top ten were
Brett Hamm, Dennis Erb Jr., Steve
Francis, Chris Ferguson and Don
O'Neal.

In preliminary action, Scott
Bloomquist set the overall Miller
Welders Fast Time amongst the 26
entrants with a lap of 14.804 sec-
onds. Scott Bloomquist, Chris Mad-
den, and Casey Roberts won their
respective heat races. Donald
Bradsher won the B-Main.

Event at Fayetteville
Canceled

FAYETTEVILLE, NC - Thursday
night's Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series-sanctioned, Dunn Benson
Ford Wayne Gray Sr. Memorial at
Fayetteville Motor Speedway has
been canceled. Severe thunder-
storms rocked the area just before
hot laps, and with the forecast of
continued rain throughout the
evening, Speedway and Series of-
ficials have been forced to cancel
the event.
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Moonshine Classic at
Smoky Mountain Speedway

Dale McDowell celebrates in victory lane after racing his way to a
win at Smoky Mountain Speedway. (Michael Moats photo)



BELGRADE, MT -
One win deserves an-
other, as Blake Hahn
made it a perfect
weekend with the
Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network,
leading flag to flag in
Saturday's champi-
onship event to com-
plete the sweep of the

Randash Auto Center Grizzly Na-
tionals at the Gallatin Speedway.

Greeted for the second time in
Victory Lane by Adam the Grizzly
Bear, the win is Hahn's fifth podium
appearance of the season and third
career victory with the Lucas Oil
ASCS presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network.

A wing walk with 'Shooter Mc-
Gavin' flair, Hahn summarized the
weekend's events in nearly
speechless terms, saying simply
"wow, just wow" of his first week-
end sweep with the Lucas Oil
ASCS presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network. The back-to-
back wins also moved Hahn from
fifth to third in driver standings.

"I've got to thank my Dad and
Dalton. They've had this car dialed
in the last couple weeks, we just
hadn't had luck on our side but it
feels good to be here in Victory
Lane. It really makes the hard work
worthwhile but like I said yesterday,
I have to thank all these fans for
coming out and supporting us."

Jumping to the lead though the
first two turns, the battle for second
saw Sam Hafertepe, Jr. trading
slide jobs with Wayne Johnson
over the opening laps with Sam
gaining the upper hand. In a case
of Déjà vu, Hafertepe again chased
the Lucas Oil / CSR Garage No. 52
around the Montana quarter-mile.

Caution on the third round, the
leaders rolled the cushion with
Hahn already pulling his advan-
tage. With the tail of the field rap-
idly approaching, the fastest line
began to shift down the track. With
traffic in play before Lap 10, rubber
began setting in; making lapped
traffic a challenge as cars would
fan out off the turns, effectively
blocking the leader's advance. De-
spite the challenge, Hahn was still
able to pull away from the Keith
Dobbs Motorsports No. 15h.

Opening his advantage to over
five seconds, the caution flew again

on Lap 24 for Johnny Herrera who
lost a tire while running seventh.
Herrera's crew was able to change
the tire before the field returned to
green.

Caution again on Lap 27, a sin-
gle lapped car sat between Hahn
and Hafertepe. Clearing the slower
machine, Hafertepe ran valiantly,
but would come up short as the No.
15h crossed 1.750 seconds behind
Hahn's No. 52.

"The key for Blake tonight was
getting out front early, and when he
got in the rubber, he took off and I
knew once it laid rubber, we were
just going to conserve our tires. He
was running pretty hard, and if he
popped one, that would put us in
the lead so I was trying to race
smart and make good decisions on
the racecar and it worked out. We
finished the race and didn't pop a
tire," commented Hafertepe of his
14th podium appearance of the
season.

Making it an identical podium to
Friday night, Matt Covington
grabbed the third spot on the clos-
ing lap as Wayne Johnson shred-
ded his right rear on the white flag
lap.

With tread to spare, Covington
commented that he was just taking
it as easy as possible to conserve
his tires, "I went really conserva-
tive, especially when I saw a cou-
ple guys popping tires. I figured I
was next because the car was get-
ting really heavy on that right side a
couple times on the restarts."

"I really wanted that one. Maybe
had there been a little more to lean
on those first couple of laps, then I
could have gotten out front and
found the rubber, but it just wasn't
meant to be tonight but anytime
you can finish on the podium, it's a
great deal."

From 12th, Seth Bergman rolled
to a fourth place finish. After return-
ing to the racing surface from the
work area with six laps to run,
Johnny Herrera laid waste to his
Hoosiers, coming from the back of
the field in a haze of blue smoke to
complete the top-five.

South Dakota's D.J. Brink came
from 11th to sixth with Skylar Gee
seventh. Trever Kirkland crossed
eighth with David Hoiness coming
from 17th to ninth. Early, Hoiness
charged from 11th to win the night's
B-Main. Despite the shredded tire
on the right rear of the City Vend-
ing No. 2c, Wayne Johnson

brought home is 14th top-ten finish
of the season.

Three Heat Races were topped
by Aaron Reutzel, Wayne Johnson,
and Johnny Herrera. The B-Main
went to David Hoiness. A Pro-
moter's Provisional was awarded to
Josh Ostermiller.

The Lucas Oil ASCS presented
by the MAVTV Motorsports Net-
work returns to action on Friday,
July 22 an Saturday, July 23 with
the "Rushmore Rumble" at Black
Hills Speedway in Rapid City, S.D.

For continued updates on the
Lucas Oil ASCS presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com.

Blake Hahn Wins
Night 1 of the Lucas

Oil ASCS Grizzly
Nationals

BELGRADE, MT - While Mother
Nature tried to rain on Blake Hahn's
parade, the skies dried and Blake
Hahn led start to finish for his first
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by the MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network A-Feature win of
2016.

Topping the opening night of the
Randash Auto Center Grizzly Na-
tionals, Hahn was greeted in Vic-
tory Lane by the race's mascot, a
900lbs Grizzly Bear named Adam
who presented Blake his trophy.

On the subject of the Bear, Hahn
said simply, "I don't know what to
say about the Bear other than it's
awesome. Talk about a once in a
lifetime experience."

"Oh man, I just have to thank
these fans for sticking it out and
staying for this great race," said
Hahn to a packed house at the Gal-
latin Speedway who stayed
through three rain delays. "We love
racing up here. These tracks are
really racey and just seem to fit our
driving style. We were really ex-
cited to come here. This track just

looked really fun, and it was fun."
Having to all be rebuild the car

after the Fred Brownfield Classic,
Hahn gave a lot of praise to his
crew.

"We basically changed every-
thing but the engine in the car. We
changed so much, I'm not sure
what fixed it, but it's fixed for now
and I just have to thank Dalton and
my Dad for busting their butt and
staying out here."

Winning the dash into the first
turns, Hahn found traffic by Lap 6,
giving the No. 15h a shot at the
lead, only to see it squashed by a
caution on Lap 10.

On Hahn's back bumper on the
restart, the pair again raced into
slower traffic in a matter of laps.
With slower cars stacked three
wide, the traffic jam allowed Wayne
Johnson to make it a three dog
fight for the lead. Weaving through
traffic, the caution flew again Lap
17 for a car spun in the second
turn.

Taking the final green of the fea-
ture event, Hahn was able to get
some breathing room, but with two
to go, the No. 52 shoved through
the cushion in turn four. Able to re-
cover, the bobble brought Hafer-
tepe to Hahn's back bumper, but it
wasn't enough as Blake crossed
0.312 seconds ahead of the No.
15h.

"We blew a motor there before
Hot Laps, and barely made it out of
the Heat so to come from where we
came from with all the bad things
we had going there, it's great to get
out here on the front stretch with a
top-three finish," said Hafertepe of
his 13th podium finish of the sea-
son. "We didn't have enough time
to get the Motor dialed in like we
wanted and couldn't take off on
those starts, and that's where
Blake got me."

Working to third on the final
restart, Matt Covington crossed 

(Continued Next Page)
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ASCS Grizzly Nationals at
Gallatin Speedway

Blake Hahn celebrates in victory lane at Gallatin Speedway after
sweeping the weekend events with the Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series. (ascsracing.com photo)
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third in the A-Rock
Material No. 95.

"We were in a
tough spot having to
get out of the last lock
in spot," commented
Covington who
worked third with five
to go. "I have to thank
Tyler Tessemaker, we
brought him on this
week, and he did a
great job on the car,
and fell like I did a
okay job driving it.
Picked the wrong spot
a few times in lapped

traffic, but that's just how it goes
sometimes but the track was excel-
lent. Even though the rain slowed
us down, it came out great."

Making the pass in the closing
laps, Logan Forler took the final
transfer into Saturday's champi-
onship A-Feature. In the hunt for
the win before the last caution,
Wayne Johnson slipped back to
fifth as the right rear struggled to
hold air.

Seth Bergman rolled to a sixth
place finish with Kelly Miller scoring
the highest finish for the drivers of
the Brodix ASCS Frontier Region.
Johnny Herrera moved from 13th
to eighth with Trever Krikland hard
charging eight spots to ninth.
Canada's Skylar Gee completed
the top-ten.

The opening night of the Ran-
dash Auto Center Grizzly Nationals
saw 29 drivers check in. Four Heat
Races went to Seth Bergman,
Blake Hahn, Aaron Reutzel, and
Logan Forler. The night's B-Feature
went to Trever Kirkland. No Provi-
sionals were utilized.

Rick Ziehl Returns To
Arizona Speedway
Victory Lane With
ASCS Southwest

QUEEN CREEK, AZ - New Mex-
ico's Rick Ziehl was the first man to
the finish line on Saturday night
with the Carlyle Tools ASCS South-
west Region, as the tour saw action
at the Arizona Speedway in Queen
Creek.

Rick's second ASCS Southwest
victory of 2016, the win is Ziehl's
28th overall with the series.

With 21 drivers on hand, the
Lucas Oil No. 20z gridded the field
seventh while Jesse Baker took off
to the lead from the pole. Losing
the spot on Lap 3, Arizona's Alex
Pettas went in search of gold but
would come up short as the No. 2

machine rolled to a stop on Lap 22.
With Ziehl up to second as Pet-

tas saw his night end, the No. 20z
took over and was chased to the
line by Lorne Wofford. Coming from
eighth, Stevie Sussex came up to
finish third with Lance Norick and
Colton Hardy, from 11th, to com-
plete the top-five.

Bob Ream, Jr. crossed sixth, fol-
lowed by Kaylen Verville, Billy
Chester, Jeff Slinkard, and Darrel
Sickles. Ted Williams and the Ban-
dit Racing Team put up a $75
bonus to the night's Hard Charger
with Kaylene Verville taking the
extra cash.

The Carlyle Tools ASCS South-

west Region will see action in
Texas and New Mexico with the se-
ries returning to Western Tech
Speedway Park on Friday, July 29
and the Southern New Mexico
Speedway in on Saturday, July 30.

Hanks Victorious With
ASCS Red River At
Lawton Speedway

LAWTON, OK - Slower traffic
was the key to success at the Law-
ton Speedway for Brandon Hanks,
as the Tennessee native extended
his point lead with the American
Bank of Oklahoma ASCS Red
River Region presented by Smi-

ley's Racing Products, topping ac-
tion at the Lawton Speedway for
his second regional triumph of the
year.

Hanks' fourth win overall on the
2016 season, the Performance
Powder Coating No. 84 rolled off
fifth in Saturday's final leg of the
2016 ASCS Sooner Sweep. 

Advancing to the front, race
leader Mickey Walker, who had led
since Lap 1, got caught up in
slower traffic, allowing Hanks to
take the point on Lap 23.

Giving chase in the closing laps,
traffic turned in favor of Walker.
Rolling to the white flag, Hanks was
held high, giving Walker the run to
the bottom, but the move was
stopped in its tracks by an infield
tire that knocked the D&E Supply
No. 2 out of competition.

On the restart, Hanks was able
to hold off John Carney II for the
win. Carney would cross runner-
up with Chance Morton coming
from eighth to complete the
podium. Brandon Long and Kevin
Ramey completed the top-five.

Joe Bob Lee was sixth with
ASCS Gulf South regular, Caleb
Martin, crossing seventh. T.J.
Honkomp was with Kyle Ezell from
16th to ninth. Sterling Hoff com-
pleted the top-ten.

The American Bank of Okla-
homa ASCS Red River Region pre-
sented by Smiley's Racing
Products is back in action this
weekend with the return of ASCS
competition at the Texarkana 67
Speedway in Texarkana, Ark. on
Friday, July 15, followed by Super-
bowl Speedway in Greenville,
Texas on Saturday, July 16.
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Rick Ziehl (center) celebrates in victory lane at Arizona Speedway
with second place finisher Lorne Wofford (right) and third place
finisher Stevie Sussex (left). (Ron Gilson/ASCS photo)



HIGHLAND, IL -
Billy Moyer dominated
Saturday nightʼs
DIRTcar Summer Na-
tionals feature at High-
land Speedway as he
scored his 93rd career
series victory and third
of the 2016 season. 

Devin Gilpin
started on the pole but
Moyer very quickly
took over the top spot
and steadily built and
insurmountable lead.

Through 30-laps Moyer extended
his lead at one point to nearly half a
track length over Gilpin and current
points leader and reigning series
champion Bobby Pierce. 

Four cautions waved throughout
the feature but Moyer held tough.
He scored victory with Gilpin in sec-
ond and Pierce in third. 

“We changed a couple of things
on the car today,” Moyer said. “We
had to redeem ourselves as bad as
weʼve been the last couple of days.
It ran like it was supposed to
tonight. It felt good.”

Feger Cruises to
Farmer City Summer

Nationals Win
FARMER CITY, IL - Jason Feger

continued his recent string of suc-
cess Friday night at Farmer City
Raceway as he scored his second
DIRTcar Summer Nationals victory
in four days. 

Feger started back in ninth, but
made steady progress through the
field and battled past Devin Gilpin
with 10 laps to go. Through the end
of the feature, Feger held off Ryan
Unzicker, who has one win on the
season and Tim Manville, who
powered forward from a 20th place
starting position. 

The win was the fourth straight
podium finish for Feger on the tour. 

Unzicker finished in second with
Manville in third, Gilpin in fourth
and Billy Moyer in fifth. Series
points leader Bobby Pierce closed
out the night in sixth.

Lady Luck Blesses
Pierce in Macon
Speedway Win 

MACON, IL - Kevin Weaver was
poised to win Thursday night at
Macon Speedway but bad luck
sidelined him, giving red-hot Bobby
Pierce another DIRTcar Summer
Nationals victory. 

Jason Feger led the feature
early with Weaver hot on his tail.
Weaver took over the top spot from
Feger on lap 25 and led big until
mechanical issues sidelined
Weaver on lap 38. 

Weaver's bad luck was Pierce's
good luck as inherited the lead and
through the remaining laps pulled
away from the field. 

"That's what it takes to get this
many wins. You've got to have
luck," Pierce said. "You can be run-
ning first and break like Weaver
did. He was super fast tonight. I
was just kind of waiting for the track
to slick off a little bit. I was just kind
of biding my time, but he was really
fast. I was going to be pretty wor-
ried." 

Feger finished in second with
Bob Gardner in third, Chuck
Mitchell in fourth and Daryn Klein in
fifth.

Bobby Pierce on Top
at Peoria

PEORIA, IL - Bobby Pierce bat-
tled Kevin Weaver to score his
eighth DIRTcar Summer Nationals
victory of the season on Wednes-
day night at Peoria Speedway. 

Weaver, who started on the out-
side front row, jumped out to the
early lead but Pierce caught him as
he began working through traffic.
With Pierce out front, Weaver
began a three-way battle for sec-
ond with Billy Moyer and Jason
Feger. 

Pierce successfully navigated
through traffic and notched his sec-
ond victory of Independence Week
as he continues his dominating run
through Summer Nationals. 

"It's just so hard to pass here be-
cause you swing out to the wall,"
Pierce said. "If you've got a run on
the top, then you always have to

check up for the other person. I
was trying to make a bottom lane
work and (Weaver) got in there and
washed up a little bit and got stuck
behind the lapped car and I got
under there."

Weaver closed out the night in
second with Feger in third, Moyer
in fourth and Ryan Unzicker in fifth.
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Highland 

Billy Moyer (above) and Bobby Pierce (below) celebrate their wins
during the week with the DIRTcar Summer Nationals. Moyer won at
Highland Speedway and Pierce won at Macon Speedway and Peo-
ria Speedway. (STLRacingPhotos.com/DIRTcar photos)



Antioch
Speedway

MORGANTON,
NC - Chris Steele
#222 from York SC led
flag to flag winning the
first of two fifteen lap
main events in the
Lake Norman Mo-
tors.com Fastrak Late
Model race. Matthew
Nance #24 pressured
Steele the entire event
but had to settle for
second. Walker Arthur
#87 finished third.
Jimmy Mac #23 fin-
ished fourth, Christan

Thomas #7 fifth and Vick Chandler
#88 sixth

The top six finishers in the first
main event drew for starting posi-
tions in the second main event and
Jimmy Mac #23 from Denver NC
drew the number one position and
got the jump at the start and led
every lap on his way to victory in
the second main event. Walker
Arthur #87 pressured Mac most of
the event and wound up with a
strong second. Matthew Nance #24
finished third. Chris Steele #222
drew the sixth position but could
only work his way back to a fourth
place finish. Chris Chandler #88
finished fifth.

Joey Barker #16 from Morgan-
ton won a very exciting Heintz Per-
formance Renegade V8 race.
David Minton #90 took the lead at
the drop of the green with Barker in
hot pursuit. Barker spun while fight-
ing for the lead midway of the event
but was still able to take the lead
with three laps remaining and go to
take the checkered flag for his
fourth consecutive win. Minton fin-
ished second, Michael Lemley #41
third, Alex Pepietro #08 overcame
a broken axle in the heat race to
finish fourth and Randy Young
#21R rounded out the top five.

John McElrath #63 from Marion
won yet another race in the TJs
Motorsports PS/Thunderbombers
race. Tim Moretz #4 finished sec-
ond. Mike Brown #11 overcame a
midrace spin to finish third. Rodney
Elkins #28 fourth and Wayne King
#11 finished fifth.

Trevor Chatham #00 from Hid-
denite led every lap on his way to
victory in the A & A Automotive
Super Stock Four race. Paul Butler
#B4 pressured Chatham most of
the event but had to settle for a
second place finish. Mike Gatton
#M7 finished third and Benny
Peeler #16 finished fourth.

Larry Martin #92 from Tay-
lorsville won a caution filled RPM

Graphics Pure Stock Four race.
Patrick Annas #6 passed two cars
on the last lap to finish second.
Mark Towell #97 crossed the line in
third with all the sheet metal gone
from the front of his racer. Jason
Potter #59 finished fourth. Scott
Jones #16 rounded out the top five.

Blake Walker #OG from Lenoir
won a very competitive Tire Maxx
Extreme FWD event. Isaac
Wheeler #57 led the first lap but
slid high coming off turn four allow-
ing Walker to take the lead.
Wheeler pressured Walker the en-
tire event but could only muster a
second place finish. Alex Price #39
finished third and Randy Olsen #2
fourth.

Mason Pugh #22 from Connelly
Springs won the East Burke Towing
Young Guns race. Cody Burkes
#73 led the first two laps and
wound up in second place. Jacob
Tarin #2 finished third.

The July 16th events will be the
Limited Sportsman, Renegade
V8s, CrateUSA Modifieds, Pure
Stock/Thunder Bombers, Super
Stock Four, Pure Stock Four, Ex-
treme FWDs and the Young Guns.

Grandview
Speedway

B E C H -
TELSVILLE, PA -
NASCAR stock car
racing including the

Chapman Auto sponsored Fire-
cracker 40 Late Model Classic was
rained out on Saturday night at
Grandview Speedway. 

As a result of the rainout the
planned Fireworks show has been
canceled. The Chapman Auto Fire-
cracker 40, featuring a talented
array of BRC Late Model racers,
has been rescheduled for Satur-
day, July 16th. The tripleheader
show will also include the NASCAR
TP Trailers 358 Modifieds and
Sportsman stock cars. The adult
admission price, with the Fireworks
eliminated from the event, has
been reduced to $20. 

Spectator gates open at 5:30 pm
with racing getting the green at
7:30 pm.

Big-Block Modified drivers of the
Super DIRTCar Series race into
Grandview Speedway on Thurs-
day, July 14 as part of the NAPA
Auto Parts Thunder on the Hill 19th
Annual Traffic Jam presented by
Pioneer Pole Buildings.  

The 60-lap Big-Block Modified
portion of the event offers a lucra-
tive $7,000 payday to the winner,
plus $1,000 for tenth and a whop-
ping $500 to take the green flag in
the main event.  A standard Super
DIRTCar Series format of timed
dashes, qualifying heat races, and
a consolation are on tap prior to the
drop of the green flag for the 19th
Annual Traffic Jam.

Also on the card: the popular
Sportsman division, in a 20-lap
$1,000-to-win event expected to
bring competitors from all over the
region, itching for Grandview glory.

Racing starts at 7:30 p.m. Adult
admission is $25 with kids 6-11
paying $10 and under 6 are admit-
ted free. Pit admission, no license
required, is $35.

Grandview Speedway, a one-
third-mile, banked clay track, is lo-
cated on Passmore Road just off
Route 100 in Bechtelsville, PA, 10
miles north of Pottstown. A full as-
sortment of great concessions and
novelty items are available. Free
parking on the grounds. Fans are
invited to the competition area after
the events are completed to meet
the racers. For information tele-
phone 610.754.7688 or check in at
www.grandviewspeedway.com,
Twitter@GrandviewSpeedway and
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / g r a n d -
viewspeedway along with Rained-
out.com (for rainout information).
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Chris Steele (above) and Jimmy Mac (below) pose in Antioch
Speedwayʼs victory lane after winning in the two fifiteen-lap fea-
tures last Saturday night. (Paul Gould photos)



Bowman Gray
Stadium

W I N S T O N -
SALEM, NC - Danny
Bohn rolled up at Bow-
man Gray Stadium on
Saturday aiming to
leave with the $9,000
Fansʼ Challenge prize
money. That didnʼt pan
out for the former
champ – so he
grabbed the check-
ered instead.

Two years ago,
Bohn was the 2014
champion in the Bradʼs
Golf Cars Modified Se-

ries. Due to changing work obliga-
tions, he hasnʼt had the opportunity
to race regularly at the Madhouse.
So far this season, Bohn competed
in the opening night 200-lapper
where he finished third despite
being down two laps at one point.

But Bohn made a special effort
to be at Bowman Gray Stadium on
Saturday to compete in the OʼReilly
Auto Parts 100. Just like each 100-
lapper this season, the OʼReilly
Auto Parts 100 offered daring driv-
ers the chance to take on the Fansʼ
Challenge and start in the rear for a
chance to win a large prize pool.
With the challenge not having been
completed so far this season, the
prize pool was up to a healthy
$9,000.

Only the top four qualifiers have
the option of taking on the chal-
lenge, and Bohn qualified a disap-
pointing 11th.

“We came over here trying to do
the Fansʼ Challenge, but we didnʼt
qualify in the top four. We were just
real loose,” said Bohn.

John Smith of Mount Airy and
Lee Jeffreys of Winston-Salem
elected to take on the challenge
and start in the rear. Every other
competitor randomly drew for start-
ing position. In a stroke of good
luck, Bohnʼs night turned around

quickly – he drew the pole for his
starting position.

The heat was on from the begin-
ning as a first-lap caution flag led to
the first of many double-file
restarts. Brandon Ward took to the
outside and tried to muscle ahead
of Bohn. Ward couldnʼt make the
pass stick – at first.

On the third restart, some mind
games between Bohn and Ward al-
lowed Ward to rocket into the lead.
As they moved into turn one, Bohn
gave a stiff shot to the bumper of
Ward to send him spinning out of
the lead he held so briefly. Bohn re-
claimed the top spot.

“I hate it for Brandon Ward,” said
Bohn. “I didnʼt want to get into him
like that. But he jumped the start
and I didnʼt know if he was going to
come down or stay up high. I just
got in too high and got in the back
of him.”

Wardʼs spin created a huge traf-
fic jam, holding up many competi-
tors but allowing Burt Myers of
Walnut Cove to take over second.
Myers tried over four double-file
restarts to grab the lead away, but
the points leader had to settle for
second place.

“I think I was a little better than
the 65 [of Bohn] in certain spots,
and he was better than I was in cer-
tain spots. The blue car [of Tim
Brown] was right there – we were
all pretty close,” said Burt Myers. “A
couple weeks ago they accused
me of points racing. Iʼm racing
hard. Iʼm just racing hard and doing
what I think is the right thing to do.
If I would have been that much bet-
ter than the 65 I couldʼve been
more aggressive, but I didnʼt feel
like it was necessary to overdrive
my car and knock him out of the
way and maybe crash myself at the
same time.”

“I donʼt know if he was that much
faster,” said Bohn about Myers. “He
could get in a little better, but I
could pull him off. I knew he was

points-racing. I didnʼt think heʼd try
to do anything crazy.”

Bohn held on to grab the check-
ered with Myers finishing second
and Tim Brown taking third.

Lee Jeffreys ended up pulling off
what Bohn had initially aimed at –
Jeffreys elected to start in the rear
and then finished fourth to earn the
$9,000 Fansʼ Challenge prize pool.

In the Yates Grading and Paving
Sportsman Series, Zack Ore of
Winston-Salem and Dylan Ward of
Winston-Salem each won a 20-lap-
per. Brian Wall of Lexington won in
the Q104.1 New Country Street
Stock Series. After Brandon Bren-
dle of Winston-Salem was disqual-
ified after post-race technical
inspection, Bryan Sykes of Lexing-
ton was declared the winner in the
McDowell Heating & Air Stadium
Stock Series.

Rockford Speedway
LOVES PARK, IL - Rockford

Speedwayʼs dirt invasion came to
an incredible end Saturday night
with a packed house and the
unique Kar Korner Stock Car
Dream 33. In a field of asphalt cars
and drivers on the dirt, any experi-
ence on the clay was helpful. Tim
Sargent was able to parlay his past
experiences to grab the big $2,033
prize.

Sargent, who began his racing
career on the dirt, outdueled fellow
front-row starter Jeff Wakeman and
held court over throughout the 33-
lap victory.

Drivers were given hot laps and
heat races to acclimate themselves
and their machines to the clay. By
feature time it was clear to see that
the drivers had learned a few tricks
to adapt themselves to the unfamil-
iar surface. When the green fell
Sargent skated to the top of the
track and used the momentum to
break away from Wakeman by the
exit of turn two.

Several of the Late Model driv-

ers in the field began to make
moves in the first five laps. Wayne
Freimund took Second on lap two.
On the following lap he was fol-
lowed by Jesse Bernhagen and
Austin Nason, who secured Third
and Fourth.

Sargent held a strong lead out
front as Freimund started to feel
pressure. Bernhagen, who had
never raced on dirt in any capacity,
looked comfortable in his machine.
He took Second from Freimund on
lap seven and began to cut into
Sargentʼs lead.

While the leaders were cruising
through the clay up front, some of
the quicker cars were carving
through the field. John Reynolds Jr.
moved past Nason on lap ten to
take Fourth. Fast qualifier Kyle
Shear moved into the Top Five one
lap later.

The first caution came for a
Nason spin on lap 13. Sargent was
able to distance himself from Bern-
hagen on the restart. Behind them
Reynolds stole Third from
Freimund and set his sights on the
runner-up spot. The battle was
stalled when a caution fell.

Once again Sargent was strong
on the restart and jumped away
from Bernhagen and Reynolds. As
the laps continued to click off, Sar-
gent separated himself once again,
and left a furious battle from Sec-
ond through Sixth in his mirror.

The final yellow came when
Nasonʼs machine stalled on lap 28.
With just five laps remaining, there
was one final opportunity for the
field to steal the win from Sargent.
However, Sargent again took off on
the restart. This time, Bernhagen
was unable to hold back Reynolds,
who took second on lap 29.

Sargent cruised to the win,
Reynolds finished Second, Bern-
hagen was Third, Freimund held
Fourth and Michael Bilderback
rounded out the Top Five after
starting last on the 16-car grid.
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Brandon Ward (04) briefly grabbing the lead away from race winner Danny Bohn (65). (Eric Hylton Photography photo)



Carteret County
Speedway

SWANSBORO,
NC - Tyler Matthews
scored the pole and
led wire-to-wire in his
Carteret County
Speedway debut to
score the victory in the
Stevenson Chevrolet
Shootout on Wednes-
day night.

Prior to Wednes-
day nightʼs race,
Matthews had scored
two career Late Model
victories with a win at
East Carolina Motor

Speedway last summer and a win
at Southern National Motorsports
Park earlier this year.  His success
this season has propelled him to
the points lead in the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series North
Carolina state championship stand-
ings.

The 23-year-old from Richlands,
North Carolina controlled the pace
throughout the entire event, saving
tires in the event of a late race cau-
tion.  In the closing stages of the 75
lap race, Joshua Yeoman raced to
second and closed in on Matthews
– until Matthews drove away in the
final laps.

“We werenʼt sure about a late
race caution there,” Matthews
said.  “We didnʼt want to use every-
thing we had but once we found out
it was probably going to go down to
the wire, we just picked it up.  I
canʼt thank my crew enough.  We
werenʼt the greatest when we got
here but we got it.  Itʼs my parentsʼ
anniversary so I had to do it for
them.”

The game was different at
Carteret for Matthews.  Instead of
chasing points, the pressure was
off since Carteret County Speed-
way is not a NASCAR sanctioned
track.  That allowed him to focus on
just one thing – winning the race
and continuing his breakout year.

“We came here and figured we
could get a race in, no pressure,”
Matthews remarked.  “Itʼs not state
points or anything.  We just came
to win.  We werenʼt worried about a
lot.  It was either win or go home
and thatʼs what we came here to
do.  Our car was like a Cadillac.”

Yeoman, 20, from Fayetteville,
North Carolina passed Virginia
driver Eric Winslow to take posses-
sion of the second spot on lap 31
and went on to finish there.  After
the race, he felt lapped traffic was
the deciding factor in the outcome
of the race.

“Lapped cars really got in the

way,” Yeoman explained.
“[Matthews] had that thing on a
rail.  Hopefully theyʼll come back,
weʼll have something for them.  I
wish we could have been in victory
lane but weʼll come back better.”

Canyon Speedway Park
PEORIA, AZ - Jason Noll and

Dana Fite were among the headlin-
ers by taking wins in Saturday
nightʼs Mid-Summer Classic atop
the 1/3-mile Canyon Speedway
Park clay oval near Phoenix.

While Noll reeled off his second
IMCA Modified feature win in a row
at CSP and Fite bagged his first
Super Late Model triumph, other
Mid-Summer Classic winners in-
cluded George Fronsman in IMCA
Stock Cars, Joe Vlasity in IMCA
Hobby Stocks and Tony Martin in
Dwarf Cars.

After capturing his first Arizona
Differential IMCA Modified feature
win of the year in last monthʼs Fa-
therʼs Day Classic, Noll raced from
the sixth starting position to snare
his second win in a row ahead of
current CSP points leader Mike
Strobl with pole starter Austin
Kuehl, Chaz Baca, Jr., and Zack
Madrid rounding out the top five.

Fite became the third different
winner in as many rounds of Super
Late Model competition by racing to
the stripe ahead of Brad Williams
and James Laing.

After having his four-race
Allscapes IMCA Stock Car vs.
SCRA Stock Car win streak
snapped last time out, George
Fronsman rallied from ninth to get
a new streak going by taking the
checkered flag ahead of Jimmy
Davy, Nate Warren, Mark Madrid
and Cody Center.

In Scottsdale Muffler & Automo-
tive IMCA Hobby Stock vs. Rene-
gades action, Joe Vlasity raced
from the fifth row outside to pick off
his second win in the last three
events ahead of Chuck Thornton

and Paul OʼConnor.
Tony Brown captured his second

victory in the last three tries as well,
taking Dwarf Car honors from 17th
ahead of 12th-starter Cory Brown
and 16th-starter Eric Muse.

Canyon Speedway Park fires
back into action on Saturday night,
July 30, with the Allscapes Back to
School Special featuring USAC
Southwest Sprint Cars along with
IMCA Modifieds, IMCA Stock Cars
and IMCA Hobby Stocks.

Michael Rouse scored his third
consecutive Mini-Stock victory over
Brandon Clements and Travis
Miller.  Dillon Spain scored his sec-
ond consecutive Legends victory in
a thriller over 

The next race at Carteret County
Speedway will be held on Satur-
day, August 6th with Late Models,
Street Stocks, Mini Stocks, U-
CARs and Legends all in action.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Tonight's

event has been canceled due to
the weather. The next event will be
held on Friday, July 16 for Fun Fest
Goes to the Races. 
For up-to-date information, visit
newkingsportspeedway.com. Also
follow us on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Cody

Keller of Selinsgrove has had a
roller coaster of a season in the
Newville Family of Companies 360
Sprint Cars. Keller won the season
opener at Selinsgrove Speedway
in April, but has been plagued with
mechanical issues since that vic-
tory. 

Keller changed all that Saturday
night and took advantage of his
fifth-place starting spot to get to
second in a hurry at the start of the
25-lap feature at the wheel of the
Kellerʼs Auto Body No. 99. 

Colby Womer had driven to a

two second lead in the time it took
Keller to get to second. Womer,
who was running a 358 engine in
search of the 358 bonus money led
until lap 13 when Keller was able to
make the winning pass.

Keller immediately began to pull
away from what quickly developed
into a battle for second between
Womer and TJ Stutts. Stutts and
Mark Smith moved into podium po-
sitions as lap 20 went onto the
board. Both began to reel in the
race leader Keller. 

Keller started to catch lap traffic
on lap 22 and Stutts drove almost
to his rear bumper. Both were clear
of the traffic on the start of lap 24
when the white flag was in the air.
Stutts made one last run deep into
turn three, but Keller used the mo-
mentum off the high side of the
race track to take the win in the
non-stop feature event. 

Stutts was second followed by
the point leader Mark Smith.
Womer was the highest finishing
358 Sprint in fourth with Troy Betts
rounding out the top five. Jason
Shultz was sixth followed by
Michael Walter, Derek Locke,
Davie Franek, and Ryan Kissinger.
Colby Womer, Michael Walter, and
Mallie Shuster were all first time
heat winners for the 2016 season
for the 360 Sprinters. The nightʼs
IBEW Local 1319 Electrical Union
hard charger was Smith.

Hayes Mattern looked to be a
lock for the win in the Jeff's Auto
Body and Recycling Center 25-lap
Late Model feature as he had a five
second lead on lap 20. Mattern got
into the second turn wall and his
race ended on lap 21 handing the
race lead over to Derrick Casner. 

Casner was in search of his first
win in the Late Models while the
new runner up Jeff Rine looked for
his 101st victory at the speedway.
Casner run the inside line for all its
worth on the remaining laps but
opened the door for Rine off of turn
four coming to the white flag. 

Rine grabbed the first spot and
held it for the final trip leading only
one full lap the entire race. Rine
took the win over Luke Hoffner,
Chad Hollenbeck, Jason Smith,
and Steve Campbell. Danny Sny-
der was sixth followed by Donnie
Schick, Matt Cochran, Tim Wilson,
and Austin Berry. Danny Snyder,
Tony Adams, and Jeff Rine all
claimed heat race wins..

Selinsgrove Speedway will pres-
ent the annual Jeffʼs Auto Body &
Recycling Center Driver & Fan Ap-
preciation Night at 7:30 Saturday,
July 16, featuring the 360 sprint
cars, super late models, pro stocks,
and roadrunners. 
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Tyler Matthews celebrates in victory lane at Carteret County
Speedway. (Andy Marquis/Carteret County Speedway photo)



I-30 Speedway
LITTLE ROCK,

AR - It was an ideal
Mid-Summer appe-
tizer for I-30 Speed-
wayʼs Short Track
Nationals.

Money was tossed
around haphazardly
and the resulting no-
holds-barred action on
the high-banked, ¼-
mile oval had the large
crowd abuzz.

In the end, it was
local legend Tim Craw-
ley adding another
page to the lengthy

volume by snaring the $5,000 win-
nerʼs share aboard Mike Wardʼs
No. 88 Sprint Car in the 30-lapper.
It was the third consecutive win for
Crawley at the I-30 Speedway oval
near his Benton, AR, home.

Crawley steered clear of a pair
of incidents within the opening two
laps and then somehow survived a
slider gone awry on early leader
A.G. Rains to capture the win.

“We missed it,” Crawley said of
the car afterward.  “This thing drove
like a Cadillac in the Dash.  It was
more like a mule in the feature.”

Throw in some added money
though, and Crawleyʼs determina-
tion was too much.  He willed that
mule to the head of the pack.

After picking up an extra $200
by winning the Dash for Cash to
earn the pole position for the fea-
ture, the ante was upped further
when Crawley was offered a chal-
lenge.  The challenge was to start
the feature from the tenth starting
position.  The reward? A guaran-
teed $1,000 bonus regardless of
the outcome, assuring a minimum
of $1,300 if he finished last.  Toss
in another $1,000 on top of that to
make for a potential $5,000 win-
nerʼs share instead of the posted
$3,000.

Never one to back down from a
challenge, Crawley jumped on the
opportunity.

“I really have to thank I-30
Speedway for putting that extra
money up, itʼs always fun to have
an opportunity to race for more,”
Crawley said afterward.

Gridding the field tenth, Craw-
leyʼs job was made easier when
front row outside starter Howard
Moore looped it exiting turn two on
the opening lap, collecting a hand-
ful of cars.

Crawley restarted sixth after the
opening lap melee and was in sec-
ond after one lap when front run-
ners Cody Gardner and Andy
McElhannon made contact that
sent both to the pits prematurely

with suspensions damage on both
machines.

With Rains leading the way on
the restart, the chase was on with
Crawley in second.  Crawley was
making little headway before step-
ping up the pace after ten laps.  A
dozen laps in, Crawley threw a bid
slider at Rains entering turn one
with contact resulting.

“I really have to apologize to
him,” Crawley said in victory lane
as Rains came up to congratulate
the victor.  “I had been chasing him
for a while and not really making
much progress, I had to press the
issue.”

The crowd viewed the incident
with mixed emotions.  Half seemed
to approve while the other half in-
sisted that heads must roll.

Crawley somehow survived the
contact that sent booth cars veer-
ing the wrong direction towards the
edge of the turn two banking.
Rains slipped over briefly before
picking up the chase several posi-
tions back while Crawley somehow
managed to right his machine.  But
not before Kyle Bellm ducked by on
the low side to take the lead.  At
least for the moment.

Crawley gathered himself back
in and battled back around Bellm
for the lead the next time around
with two-time Short Track Nationals
champion Tony Bruce, Jr., throwing
his hat into the mix by taking over
second another lap later after start-
ing 13th.

One final caution just after the
midway point gave Crawley time to
settle down and a clear track
ahead, and there was no stopping
him.  He cruised to the checkered
flag over the final 14 lap portion to
secure the $5,000 triumph.

Spending the weekend aboard
the Missouri-based Smith Racing
No. 86, a semi-retired Bruce, Jr.,
finished out the night in second
while Rains recovered from the

mid-race dramatics to claim the
show position.

After leading briefly, Bellm
fought a worsening car to outlast
Ernie Ainsworth for fourth.

Fireworks in the air and fire-
works on the track, it definitely had
a hint of that Short Track Nationals
atmosphere in the air as Crawley
took home $5,500 in winnings with
bonuses added in on top of first
place money.

And he clearly put himself in
leading contention to capture a
second Short Track Nationals
crown in November to go along
with the first one he captured 18
years ago.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action with the 3rd An-
nual NAPA Auto Parts SK 5k, which
paid the winner $5,000 out of a
purse of over $27,000.  With the
Dunleavyʼs Truck and Trailer Sales
Gamblerʼs Challenge bonus of
$5,600 and a total heat race bonus
of $2,000 from Wheelers Auto of
Hamden, the total posted awards
were over $33,000.  The Gamblerʼs
Challenge was voted on by the
fans on how it would be paid out
and the top-3 choices were put into
a hat in victory lane with Doug Dun-
leavy pulling a chip with the winning
formula on it.  Dunleavy pulled the
winner takes all chip, giving
Christopher a final payday of
$11,175.  In other feature action,
Michael Wray won the Late Model
feature, Joey Ferrigno won the SK
Light feature, Duane Provost won
the Limited Late Model feature, and
Trace Beyer was the winner of the
DARE Stock feature for the second
week in a row.

In the 100-lap NAPA SK 5k fea-
ture event, Brian Sullivan took the
lead with Shawn Thibeault slotting

into second.  Stephen Kopcikʼs car
was off the pace on lap-2 and he
brought the caution out as he
limped back to pit road.

Sullivan took the lead on the
restart with Jeff Baral moving into
second.  Thibeault fell back to third
with Eric Berndt up to fourth and
Mike Christopher, Jr. was fifth.  

Berndt was now the race leader
with Baral right behind him in sec-
ond.  Sulllivan continued to run in
third with Thibeault, Christopher,
Jr., Pennink, and Christopher all
single file behind him.  Baral was
working hard to find a way around
Berndt to retake the lead but
Berndt was able to fend off his chal-
lenges.

Christopher, Jr. took over third
from Sullivan on lap-16 as Baral
was continuing to apply the pres-
sure to the back bumper of Berndt
for the race lead.  Pennink and
Christopher also got by Sullivan to
drop him back to sixth in line.  Ron-
nie Williams was working his way
towards the front as he moved into
sixth place on lap-21.  Christopher
had gotten around Pennink to
move into fourth and he was now
pressuring his nephew Christopher,
Jr. for the third position as Berndt
continued to lead Baral.

As the race hit the halfway point,
Christopher was still out in front
with Berndt staying glued to his
back bumper.  Williams had worked
his way up to third with Pennink
fourth and Woody Pitkat was an-
other car on the charge, cracking
into the top-5 for the first time on
lap-48.

Pennink again closed right on
Christopherʼs bumper as they
worked their way around the
lapped car of Frank Ruocco with
10-laps to go.  Pennink took a look
to the outside of Christopher, but
Christopher shut the door on that
move and he maintained the lead.
Danny Cates spun on the
frontstretch to bring the caution out
with 94 laps complete and set up a
6-lap sprint to the finish.

Christopher took the lead on the
restart with Pennink and Berndt
quickly lining up behind him.
Williams was fourth and Christo-
pher, Jr. moved up to fifth with a
strong run in the outside groove.
Pennink looked to be stronger than
Christopher in turns 3+4 but
Christopher looked to have the ad-
vantage in turns 1+2.  Pennink
made one final effort at the win but
Christopher was able to keep the
lead and he took down his second
consecutive SK Modified®  feature
win.  Berndt finished third with
Williams and Christopher, Jr.
rounding out the top-5.
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The crowd is all there to help Tim Crawley celebrate his win at I-30
Speedway. (I-30 Speedway photo)


