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Smoked!
Stewart Shows

How it is Done at
Sonoma



Imagine what
would happen if you
got caught being in the
middle of a football
huddle during the
Super Bowl, hearing
the play call and in-
structions between the
head coach and the
quarterback?

Or being on the
baseball mound, lis-
tening to a manager
call the next pitch, or
sitting on the basket-
ball bench

when a head coach calls a
special out-of-bounds
play?

In NASCAR, fans are
invited to hear every dis-
cussion between drivers
and their team.

The airways are open
and available during every
practice session, qualify-
ing and the main event. Scanners
are available from a variety of com-
panies, often for less than $100.
And NASCAR encourages fans –
at the track or on the Internet – to
hear everything said between a
driver and his crew by posting all of
the two-way radio frequencies.

Strategies are openly shared.
So are the outbursts.

“Letʼs just say that now that the
scanner traffic is more in the public

domain Iʼm glad that certain drivers
arenʼt with us anymore,” car owner
Chip Ganassi said.

Feelings are likely to be tested
during Saturday nightʼs Coke Zero
400 at the Daytona International
Speedway. Restrictor-plate racing
usually comes with two- and three-
wide, 10-deep racing that en-
hances a chance for a multi-car
crash.

Unlike other sports, fans will be
able to hear all the anger and frus-
tration, as well as the winnerʼs cel-
ebration.

Much like their driving
styles, racers have their
radio personalities. Rusty
Wallace was known for his
profanity. Harry Gant was a
gabby pessimist. Dale
Earnhardt Jr. had several
high-profile arguments with
his crew chief – one that
prompted car owner Rick
Hendrick to pipe in to tell

everyone to shut up. The Busch
brothers, Kurt and Kyle, are fa-
mously known for their cutting sar-
casm.

In the closing laps of Sundayʼs
race at the Sonoma Raceway, race
leader Tony Stewart provided some
humor over his radio, telling crew
chief Michael Burgarewicz, “I
havenʼt even gotten mad at any-
one.”

At some point, nearly every
driver has criticized NASCAR over
the radio.

Fans – and NASCAR – get to
hear the raw emotions as it un-
folds. And there are no delays, no
editing.

In 2010, the whole world was
able to eavesdrop on the festering
feud between Jimmie Johnson and
Jeff Gordon. When Gordon passed
Johnson at the Texas Motor Speed-
way for the lead, it appeared John-
son angrily turned left to hit his
Hendrick Motorsports teammate.

“Four-time [champion Johnson]
is a little upset,” Gordon sarcasti-
cally radioed to his team – and the
rest of the world. “He thinks he
needs to be treated different than
everybody else.”

Hendrick eventually told his driv-
ers to settle their differences away
from the track – and off the radio.

“It certainly opens up our world
that used to be private and makes
it a lot more public than what it
used to be,” Johnson said. “Iʼve
definitely changed over the years
and holding back a heck of a lot
more and not pressing the radio
button as much. Thereʼs still those
times when you get an outburst

here or there, which I think every
driver kind of has.”

Because NASCAR is the only
sport where everyone is invited in-
side a teamʼs work environment,
some protect themselves by broad-
casting disclaimers before the
race. Although drivers are aware
everyoneʼs listening – including the
competition – the intensity of the
moment often leads to lapses in
judgment.

“Itʼs amazing though, when
youʼre in the car and youʼre mad,
you forget that children are listen-
ing or maybe even your own chil-
dren,” Joey Logano said. “My wife
has shared with me that sheʼll
never let our kids listen to me in a
race. I said, ʻReally? Iʼm that bad?ʼ
And she said, ʻWhen you are bad,
you are that bad.ʼ

“So, itʼs just something you lose
touch with and I guess weʼre kind
of familiar with it because there
have always been public channels
and stuff.”

“I do understand why itʼs enter-
taining and I cringe every once in a
while.”

While the rest of the world hears
it all.
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All Can Listen, Now 

Welcome to 2016!
FasTrack Racing Journal is still available as

an online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015

have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World of Outlaws 13-15
NASCAR SPRINT CUP 4 DirtCar 15
NASCAR CWTS 5 World of Outlaws LM 16-17
NASCAR Touring 7 All Star Circuit of Champ 18-19
CARS Tour 8 ASCS 20-21
ARACA Racing 10 Summer Nationals 22
ARCA/CRA 11 ShortTrack 23-26
OnTrack 12

ON THE COVER:
STEWART  - JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP 

STEWART/HAMLIN - NIGEL KINRADE/NKP

Jimmie Johnsonʼs crew chief Chad Knaus is alway in touch with
his driver and his crew, knowing all the time that the fans and offi-
cials are listening in on their communications. (Nigel Kinrade/NKP
photo)



There can be no
doubt that the sport of
auto racing has
changed greatly over
the years. When I
began going to races
at Hickory (NC)
Speedway with my
grandparents as a
small boy, Iʼm willing to
be that not one race
team had an engineer
on their crew. Who am
I kidding? Most teams
in those days had
maybe a couple paid

employees, but mostly volunteer
help on their crew. Not so
today.

In motorsports today,
especially at the top lev-
els, success is directly
related to a talented
driver, great equipment,
quality sponsors, and a
strong engineering team
to support each organi-
zation. 

And, although there
are many outstanding institutions
that have engineering graduates
working in motorsports, one cer-
tainly in gaining in recognition for
their accomplishments in our sport.

North Carolina State University
in Raleigh, North Carolina is the
largest institution of learning in
North Carolina. They are the co-
flagship of the University of North
Carolinaʼs 17-school system. They
are one of the stateʼs largest eco-
nomic drivers, with an estimated
$6.5 billion dollars impact on North
Carolinaʼs economy.

The College of Engineering at
N.C. State has certainly increased
its presence in motorsports with ap-
proximately 50 engineers involved
in our sport. And, that list is quite
impressive.

The first college-educated crew
member of this group was Bobby
Hutchins at Richard Childress Rac-
ing (RCR). Bobby earned a me-
chanical engineering degree from
N.C. State in 1982. After an out-
standing career celebrating many
NASCAR championships with
Richard Childress and Dale Earn-
hardt, Hutchins currently is the Di-
rector of Competition for
Stewart-Haas Racing.

Dr. Eric Warren, Director of
Competition for RCR, earned three
engineering degrees at N.C. State.
Warren and fellow State grad and
famed engine builder Doug Yates
were recently inducted into the
N.C. State Mechanical and Aero-

space Engineering Department
Hall of Fame.

Dr. William Lee, road engineer
for the #10 Danica Patrick team,
earned three engineering degrees
from N.C. State – mechanical engi-
neering, a masterʼs, and doctorate.
As an undergrad, he played four
years of football as the team
longsnapper, twice earning Aca-
demic All-American honors. He
graduated valedictorian of the
Class of 2005 with a perfect 4.0
grade point average.

Patrick Canupp, Director of
Aerodynamics for Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing, delivered the commencement

address for the Depart-
ment of Mechanical and
Aerospace Engineerʼs
graduation ceremony
this May.

Motorsports pio-
neer Herb Fishel earned
a mechanical engineer-
ing degree from N.C.
State in 1963. Fishel
spent four decades turn-
ing Chevrolet and GM in

a racing powerhouse.
Daniel Knost earned his me-

chanical engineering degree from
N.C. State and became the first
NASCAR crew chief with a PhD.

An increasing number of
NASCAR crew chief and race engi-
neers have N.C. State ties. Crew
chiefs Keith Rodden (Hendrick Mo-
torsports), Luke Lambert (RCR),
Justin Alexander (RCR), and Je-

remy Bullins (Wood Brothers) are
State grads.

Race engineers Brian Wilson
(Penske Racing), Kyle McArver
(Roush Fenway), Mark Hendrick-
son (Richard Petty Racing),
Jonathan Duiguid (Penske), and
Lee Hall (Joe Gibbs Racing) are all
State alums.

In fact, Luke Lambert and Justin
Alexander were roommates at N.C.
State and got their start in motor-
sports with Wolfpack Motorsports.

Advised by mechanical and
aerospace professor Eric Kland,
N.C. State developed the prepara-
tory program for engineers looking
for a career in racing. Wolfpack Mo-
torsports is a student-run organiza-
tion that designs, builds, and races
in annual international competitions
sponsored by the Society Of Auto-
motive Engineers (SAE). The vol-
untary club has multiple top ten
finishes in both the Baja and For-
mula divisions.

“Wolfpack Motorsports is one of
those things where you can teach
practical experience to go along
with the students engineering train-
ing,” Lang said. 

“They spend a lot of hours after
class and on weekends doing this,
but they all get good jobs when
they graduate.”

Aside from numerous crew
chiefs and race engineers, N.C.
State has a large presence in other
motorsports-related positions.

Asa Watson is a pit crew mem-

ber for Roush Fenway Racing who
also played football for the Wolf-
pack. Wade Moore played baseball
at N.C. State and works as a crew
member for Ty Dillon at RCR.

Winston Kelley, Executive Direc-
tor of the NASCAR Hall of Fame, is
a magna cum laude graduate of
N.C. State with degrees in busi-
ness management and economics.

And, yes, the Punch family has
roots in Raleigh too.

Dr. Jerry Punch graduated
magna cum laude from N.C. State
with a degree in zoology in 1975.
He enjoyed a long career broad-
casting NASCAR events and re-
cently broadcast his 25th
Indianapolis 500 with ABC.

Jerryʼs brother played baseball
at N.C. State and was a member of
the 1968 Atlantic Coast Conference
championship team that also won
the NCAA Division III Regional title.
That ʼ68 Wolfpack baseball team
was the first team in school history
to earn a berth and play in the Col-
lege World Series in Omaha (NE)
where they finished third. After his
active sports career ended, he has
worked in motorsports for over
thirty years. From working with a
series sponsor to marketing, pro-
motions, and public relations, the
Punch name has remained active
in our sport.

Regardless of the position in the
sport, itʼs safe to say that if you
walked down pit lane or through the
garage area and flashed the “Wolf
sign” with your fingers, someone
would greet you with a smile and
the same sign. Go Pack!
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DENNIS PUNCH

Bobby Hutchins has been around NASCAR racing using his mechanical engineering degree with sev-
eral top teams. (Nigel Kinrade/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
SONOMA, CA - Is

Tony Stewart having
fun yet?

In his last year of
NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series racing, Stewart
came to Sonoma Rac-
ing asserting on Fri-

day he wasnʼt having much fun
driving a Sprint Cup car. 

That all changed in Sundayʼs
Toyota/Save Mart 350 at the 1.99-
mile road course, where Stewart
bulldozed Denny Hamlin into the
outside wall in Turn 11, executing a
dramatic last-lap pass for his first
victory since June 2, 2013 at
Dover.

In the three years since that vic-
tory, a succession of injuries and a
personal tragedy have limited the
three-time championʼs time in a
Sprint Cup car and limited Stew-
artʼs effectiveness when he was
behind the wheel of the No. 14
Chevrolet he co-owns with Gene
Haas.

But on Sunday, after a prescient
pit call by crew chief Mike
Bugarewicz put Stewart in the lead
for a restart on Lap 91 of 110.
Stewart held the top spot at the
start/finish line for the rest of the
race, but that hardly describes the
excitement of the final lap.

For the second straight circuit,
Stewart wheel-hopped the No. 14

Chevrolet into Turn 7, and Hamlin
took full advantage, giving Stewart
a bump and charging past him. In
hot pursuit through the esses and
Turn 10, Stewart caught Hamlin in
the hairpin (Turn 11) when Hamlin
slipped and ran wide. 

"I made mistakes the last two
laps," acknowledged Stewart, who
missed the first eight races of the
season after injuring his back in an
ATV accident during the offseason.
"I had just a little bit too much rear
brake for Turn 7, and wheel-
hopped it two laps in a row. I felt a
nudge when I got down there and
he knew where it was and he did
the right thing doing it there."

"But if I could get to him, he
knew what was coming. He told me
(after the race) he was proud of
me. He knows what it means. We
were teammates for a long time (at
Joe Gibbs Racing), and we respect
each other a lot." 

Contact from Stewartʼs car sent
Hamlin's No. 11 Toyota fish-tailing
into the outside wall, but Hamlin
held the runner-up spot, crossing
the stripe .625 seconds behind the
race winner.

"I take that, but Iʼm probably
going to get the (crap) beat out of
me," Stewart said on his radio, after
notching his third victory at
Sonoma, his eighth on a road
course and the 49th of his career.

Though disappointed at the out-

come, Hamlin didnʼt begrudge
Stewart the victory, given the cir-
cumstances. Stewart needed a win
to qualify for the Chase for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup, and with
Sundayʼs result, Smoke is 32nd in
the standings, nine points away
from the 30th position he needs to
achieve to become Chase-eligible.

In other words, Stewart is all but
a lock to compete for a fourth title
in NASCARʼs 10-race playoff.

"I thought with two or three
(laps) to go he pretty much had it,
but he made a couple mistakes and
allowed us to get pretty close,"
Hamlin said. "And then we just both
wheel-hopped into 7, and I just let
off my wheel-hop a little bit so I
could get to his rear bumper and
get him out of the groove just a
touch. 

"It was perfectly executed, but I
was going through the esses know-
ing that I needed to get the biggest
gap that I could going into (Turn)
11, and when he was two back or
so going into 11, I just ... I didn't run
a low enough line in Turn 11 from
wheel-hopping in Turn 7.  I got the
rears hot, wheel-hopped it a little bit
again, got out of line, and obviously
gave him the inside line."

Third-place finisher Joey
Logano was trailing the action into
the final corner, hoping Hamlin and
Stewart would take each other out.

"Going into Turn 11, I was 100-
percent sure that Denny was not
going to win just by watching it, and
we were right there on the cusp of
trying to sneak one by," Logano
said. 

Having opened up the inside
lane in Turn 11, Hamlin shared
Loganoʼs sense of inevitability.

"Once I knew he had position,
and we had a wall on the other side
of us, then I knew, pretty good
chance, that we were going to go in
the wall," Hamlin said. "I don't think
he was going to leave it to chance,
a drag race coming off Turn 11. We
definitely had a car that should
have won, but we were on the bad
end of the deal."

Had Stewart and Bugarewicz
not chosen the perfect time to
make a pit stop, however, Stewart
almost certainly would not have
won the race. 

With NASCAR officials scanning
the track after reports of debris be-
tween Turns 6 and 7, Stewart and
his crew chief decided to gamble
and bring the car to the pits on Lap
86.

NASCAR called the caution a
lap later, and when all the rest of
the contending cars pitted under
yellow on Lap 88, Stewart inherited
a lead he would hold—with the ex-
ception of Hamlinʼs brief interlude
from Turns 7 to 11—for the rest of
the race.

"It was just a chance that we
took, a chance to get a win,"
Bugarewicz said.

Polesitter Carl Edwards finished
fourth, followed by Martin Truex Jr.,
Kevin Harvick and Kyle Busch.
Ryan Newman, Kasey Kahne and
Kurt Busch completed the top 10.
Harvick retained the series lead by
35 points over second-place Kurt
Busch.
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Tony Stewart Crucial
Victory at Sonoma

Tony Stewart is finally having fun as he celebrates in Sonoma
Racewayʼs victory lane Sunday after winning the Toyota/Save Mart
350. (John Harrellson/NKP photo)

A late-race restart sets Tony Stewart (14) up for a race for the win
with Denny Hamlin (11). (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



By CHRIS KNIGHT
MADISON, IL - A

gutsy decision to use
the bottom lane for a
restart with two laps to
go paid off for Christo-
pher Bell, who earned
his second career
NASCAR Camping

World Truck Series victory in Sat-
urday nightʼs third annual Drivin for
Linemen 200 at Gateway Motor-
sports Park. 

Bell, driver of the No. 4 Kyle
Busch Motorsports Toyota Tundra,
survived a chaotic and intense sec-
ond half to edge Ben Rhodes to the
checkered flag, giving KBM its 50th
victory in the series, tying Roush
Fenway Racing for the all-time se-
ries wins lead. 

"This oneʼs for my guys," said
Bell in Victory Lane. "My guys, they
deserve this one. Weʼve been so
fast all year long and I just kept
making a lot of mistakes. I just canʼt
say thank you enough to all the
guys at Toyota, TRD, JBL, every-
one at KBM, all my pit crew guys
they did an awesome job. Track po-
sition was everything. We got awe-
some motors underneath the hood
of these things and all the guys at
JGR, they never give up and keep
digging."

Rhodes, who contended for his
first career win, had to settle for a
career-best second.

"He (Bell) had a really loose
truck and thatʼs what you needed at
the end of the race," Rhodes said.
"It just got tighter and tighter as the
runs went on. I was way too tight
but I was making some good
ground on the outside and he came
up on us a little bit, which is fine. Itʼs
racing for the win at the end. He did
an awesome job all night. He raced
everybody clean and with respect. I
think we could use a little more of
that in our series after this crazy
Drivinʼ For Linemen 200."

For the second consecutive
year, Mother Nature soaked the
1.25-mile track shortly before qual-
ifying was to begin, forcing the field
to be set by combined practice
speeds, handing the top starting
position to Sunoco Rookie of the
Year candidate Rhodes. 

Despite an hour and fifteen-
minute delay for inclement weather,
Rhodes would lose the lead on the
start from veteran Johnny Sauter
who held command until Tyler Red-
dick elected to stay out on a Lap 26
caution for an incident in Turn 3. 

The bold strategy for Reddick
paid off with the race lead until the
eventʼs third caution on Lap 65 for

the expiration of the caution clock.
During routine pit stops, a quick
stop from William Byronʼs crew
handed him the lead.

The NASCAR Next alumnus led
for a whopping 48 laps, until out-
side pole sitter Sauter squeezed
ahead on pit road following a Lap
113 caution for the second expira-
tion of the caution clock. 

The two would be under attack
on the restart from Christopher Bell
who surged into the lead on Lap on
Lap 119 and despite losing the lead
to Rhodes on Lap 149, the Toyota
Racing development driver re-
claimed the lead on Lap 153 and
held on for his first NCWTS win on
pavement. 

The event was red-flagged three
times for incidents. The first for a

three-truck incident in Turn 3 on
Lap 120 lasted six minutes, 38 sec-
onds. 

The second came 11 laps from
the finish for a seven-truck accident
in Turn 4 for a total of 10 minutes,
50 seconds. The final red flag
broke out behind the leaders for an
incident between Spencer Gal-
lagher and John Wes Townley that
lasted 12 minutes, 49 seconds. The
two drivers wrestled after climbing
from their trucks and were sum-
moned to the Truck Series hauler
post-race.

The NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series will take a one-week
breather before returning to com-
petition at Kentucky Speedway on
Thurs., July 7 for the Buckle Up
Your Truck 225.
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Christopher Bell Takes
Thrilling Victory at

Gateway Motorsports
Park

Christopher Bell (4) leads Spencer Gallagher (23) before the final
red flag incident that resulted between Gallagher and John Wes
Townley. (Ronda Greer photo)

Race winner Christopher Bell is all smiles after his victory at Gate-
way Motorsports Park Saturday in the Linemen 200.  (Ronda Greer
photo)





SONOMA, CA -
Pole sitter Chase El-
liott completed a dar-
ing pass of race leader
Noah Gragson with
three laps remaining
to claim the NASCAR
K&N Pro Series West
Chevys Fresh Mex
200 Saturday after-
noon at Californiaʼs
famed Sonoma Race-
way.

Elliott had saved
his tires throughout much of the
race before he made his race-win-
ning win with three laps to go to
overtake Gragson, who was se-
lected to the latest NASCAR Next
class earlier this year. 

Gragson had led a race-high 34
laps before losing the lead to Elliott.
Gragson said he learned a great
deal racing against someone the
caliber of Elliott, a leading
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
Sunoco Rookie of the Year candi-
date.

“This was an experience of a
lifetime to race against someone
like Chase Elliott,” said Gragson. “I
knew Chase probably had the best
car, but I also knew I had a car that
could win. I learned so much out
there today. This will only help me
become a better racer.”

Elliott said he hoped to apply the
track time he was able to obtain
today to Sundayʼs Toyota/Save
Mart 350.

“I know tomorrowʼs race will be
a lot different strategy-wise, but
hopefully I can capitalize upon the
reps I received out there today,”
said Elliott. “I realize tomorrow that
tires will be more of a factor and itʼs
a longer race, but I think today can
only help me.”

Gracin Raz turned in a strong
performance, leading three times
for 10 laps, to finish third. While
Ryan Partridge and Riley Herbst
finished fourth and fifth, respec-
tively.

Michael Shawhan, Tom Klauer,
Scott Ivie, Carlos Vieira and Cole
Rouse rounded out the top 10.

The race experienced a slow
start, as there was a multi-car
pileup when the Green Flag
dropped that sent four cars to the
garage. Two of those cars included
K&N Pro Series West champi-
onship contenders and Bill
McAnally Racing teammates, Todd
Gilliland and Chris Eggleston.
Once the race got underway, the
drivers got a better feel for the track

and settled in to put on an exciting
show for the fans.

The Chevys Fresh Mex 200 will
air on NBCSN Thursday, June 30
at 11 p.m. ET/8 p.m. PT.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
West will be back in action at
Idahoʼs Stateline Speedway for the
Toyota/NAPA Auto Parts 150 on
Saturday, July 9.

Solomito Edges
Bonsignore For

Whelen Modified Win
At Riverhead

RIVERHEAD, NY - While Timmy
Solomito's first career win earlier
this year was a 'dream come true,'
Saturday night's victory at his home
track was twice as sweet.

The 24-year-old Islip, New York
driver, piloted the
No. 16 Diversified
Metals /R.B. En-
terprises Ford to
the win in the
Riverhead 200 at
Long Island's
R i v e r h e a d
Speedway. To get
to Victory Lane
for a second
time, Solomito

had to hold off Justin Bonsignore in
a green-white-checkered finish that
capped a wild night on the historic
quarter-mile.

"Since I set out on the tour, this
is something I always wanted to do,
win in front of my hometown
crowd," Solomito said. "To finally
get a win here means a lot."

It was a Riverhead sweep of the
podium, as Bonsignore settled for
second and Donny Lia came home
third.

Jimmy Blewett, who had to drop
to the rear on the start for making
changes after qualifying, charged
his way up to fourth. And Dave
Sapienza rounded out the top five.

Solomito has won a number of
the extra-distance NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series Modified
events at Riverhead, but was 0-for-
5 in tour starts. He did nearly come
away with a win in 2013, only to fin-
ish third after losing the lead to
eventual winner Ryan Preece with
24 laps to go.

Bonsignore is a former NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series cham-
pion at Riverside and was looking
to win his third straight tour race
there. But Solomito got a strong
jump on the race's final restart as
the late caution pushed the race to
212 laps.

Earlier in the day, Doug Coby
won his fifth Coors Light Pole
Award in six races this season.
Coby led a race-high 81 laps but
spun after contact with Bonsignore
as the two battled along with
Solomito for the lead on Lap 196.
Coby salvaged a 10th-place finish
and maintained a 17-point lead
over Max Zachem.

Zachem finished sixth, followed
by Eric Goodale, Chase Dowling,
rookie Matt Swanson and Coby.

Bonsignore is third in points, one
ahead of Lia and two ahead of
Solomito.

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour heads north next month for
the New England 100 at New
Hampshire Motor Speedway on
Saturday, July 16. It's part of the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series week-
end at the "Magic Mile," which in-
cludes the non-points All-Star
Shootout for the Whelen Modifieds
on Friday, July 15.
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Chase Elliott made a late race pass to earn his first NASCAR K&N
Pro Series West victory Saturday at California's Sonoma Raceway.
(Matt Sullivan/NASCAR via Getty Images photo)

Elliott Edges Gragson To
Win At Sonoma Raceway

Solomito



EASLEY, SC -
Saturday nightʼs Left-
turns and Sunburns
200 at Greenville-
Pickens Speedway
saw two drivers take
home their first career
wins in the CARS
Tour. Tommy Lemons
picked up his long-
awaited breakthrough
victory in the CARS
Late Model Stock

Tour, while Matt Craig cruised to
victory in the super late model race.

LATE MODEL STOCK RECAP:
For the eighth time in his 15-race
CARS Tour career, Deac McCaskill
led the field to green and led the
opening third of the race until Chad
McCumbee took his turn at the
point beginning on lap 30. 

A couple of late-race crashes,
the worst of which eliminated Craig
Stallard, Justin Carroll and Robert
Tyler from the event, set up a se-
ries of restarts that ultimately
played a pivotal role in the outcome
of the 100-lap race.

The final caution of the night for
Will Burnsʼ wrecked car on the
back straightaway put the No. 27 of
Tommy Lemons to the outside race
leader Chad McCumbee. When the
green flag fell, it was an all-out
dash to turn one, and ultimately the
finish, with Lemons prevailing from
the outside lane off of turn two on
lap 92. 

Lemons stretched his lead over
the final eight laps to claim his first
career CARS Late Model Stock
Tour win in 15 career starts with
McCumbee also finishing a career-
best second. Dylan Hall brought
home a third place finish in his
debut with the tour, while  Josh
Berry and rookie Chase Purdy
rounded out the top five. 

“This is a big win right here,”
said Lemons in Edelbrock Victory
Lane. “This is a brand new car and
it's only been run in the CARS Tour
this year. We've been really fast
with it in the race and have been
struggling in qualifying and we fi-
nally got it figured out. It's just bad
to the bone right now. 

“I learned a little bit on the out-
side on those restarts late in the
race with worn out tires,” he contin-
ued when asked about the pass for
the lead. “I just wanted it. We kinda
gave one away at Tri-County two
weeks ago and I just felt like we
had to go get it today. This doesn't
really change what we come to the
racetrack for. We come for trophies
and as long as we get those, we'll
be there at the end for the champi-
onship.”

SUPER LATE MODEL RECAP:
The CARS Tour Super Late Model
Tour powered by VP Fuels event
was all about Matt Craig and the
No. 54 C&C Boiler Chevrolet. After
rolling out as the final car in quali-
fying, Craig snatched the Mahle
Pistons Pole from Cole Timm and
led the field to green with Timm to
his outside. 

Craig quickly shot out to the lead
and began to control the pace of
the event until the first caution of
the evening flew on lap 19.
Stephen Leicht lost control of his
Jani-King Chevrolet while racing
with Tate Fogleman on the back-
stretch and made hard contact,
nose-first, with inside wall that ulti-
mately ended his night. 

Another caution on lap 31 for
Jody Lavenderʼs stalled car in turn
two set up a restart that would be
the lone test for Craig on the night.

Soon after the field resumed com-
petition, Harrison Burton discov-
ered a way around Craig on lap 38.
The lead for Burton was short lived,
however, as Craig motored past
Burton nine laps later and began to
pull away on lap 47. 

Craigʼs lead continuously grew
over the final 53 laps. Cole Timm,
Zane Smith, Brandon Setzer and
Anthony Anders all surged forward
late in the race as they attempted
to chase down the No. 54, but their
efforts fell short as the event went
green to the finish and no one ever
made a serious challenge to
Craigʼs dominance.

Craig cruised to victory with a
5.569 second margin of victory, the
second-largest in CARS Super
Late Model Tour history. Timm, An-
ders and Smith were the next trio to
the stripe, while point leader
Raphael Lessard rounded out the
top five finishers. 

“That thing was amazing. I can't
thank everyone who's helped me
enough, especially my dad for all
the time he's spent at the racetrack.
I can't thank Shawn and Jason
enough and I really need to thank
Clay Rogers and Gary Crooks,”
Craig commented in Edelbrock Vic-
tory Lane. “There's no way I'd be
where I am today without their help,
just how to drive them. When I first
started driving these things, I didn't
like them at all and I was ready to
go back to a heavy car like ARCA
or ProCup used to run. They taught
me how to drive them and with a lit-
tle bit of luck, I'm just happy to be
here. 

“When I was behind Harrison, I
was just playing with him. I wasn't
even pushing it. I was probably run-
ning 10%,” he continued when
asked about how hard he was
using up his equipment. “Every
now and then, I'd gas up and point
inside of him a little bit to let him
know what's going on, but then I
was riding and I was getting kinda

bored. So I just hammered down
coming off of four and passed him,
it was a great race.

“I had a few prayers in the last
ten laps. I was leading a race like
that a few weeks ago and a caution
came out. That's your worst night-
mare. But this is a great thing to go
on the resume, there are a ton of
great guys here to race against and
it really means a lot, it's really spe-
cial to me.”

ADDITIONAL NOTES OF IN-
TEREST:

• Deac McCaskillʼs Hedgecock
Pole Award average is unheard of
in modern motorsports. In 15
CARS Tour events, he has laid
claim to the top starting spot eight
times. Not only have the accom-
plishments been worth over $2000
in bonus money, but his pole-start
average, to liken it to baseball, is
.533. His overall winning average,
however, is .133 after winning twice
in his career, both coming at South-
ern National Motorsports Park.

• Greenville-Pickens is known
for its history within short track rac-
ing and launching careers of the
sportʼs pioneers and legends. On
Saturday, the CARS Tour wrote its
own chapter of Greenville history
with numerous drivers capturing
their career best finishes in the
event. Two super late model driv-
ers captured their career best fin-
ishes (Craig, Anders), while no
fewer than six late model stock
drivers could make the same claim
(Lemons, McCumbee, Hall, Purdy,
J. Burns, Howard), all finishing in-
side the top ten. 

• Chase Purdy was a nominee
for “heartbreak of the race” in the
late model stock car feature. While
running third, Purdy suffered a flat
tire during the lap 78 accident that
forced him to come to pit road to
change it. In the final 22 laps,
Purdy knocked off eleven cars,
clawing his way to a final finish of
5th.
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r Lemons, Craig Capture
First Career CARS Tour

Wins at Greenville

Matt Craig burned down the Hoosier tires on his No. 54 car after
capturing his first career CARS Super Late Model Tour powered by
VP Fuels win in the Leftturns and Sunburns 200 at Greenville Pick-
ens Speedway on Saturday night. (Kyle Tretow/CARS Tour photo)

Tommy Lemons captured his
long-awaited first career CARS
Tour win at Greenville Pickens
Speedway on Saturday in the

Leftturns and Sunburns 200. He
led the final eight circuits after
bypassing Chad McCumbee on

a late-race restart in the late
model stock car portion of the

event.
(Kyle Tretow/CARS Tour photo)
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WINCHESTER,
IN - Chase Briscoe got
the best of Dalton
Sargeant on the final
restart inside of 30
laps to go, then drove
away to win the Herrʼs
Potato Chips 200 Sun-
day afternoon at Win-
chester Speedway.

It was Briscoe's
career-first ARCA Racing Series
presented by Menards victory in his
12th series start.

“This feels so good…Iʼve been
so frustrated,” Briscoe said. “To fi-
nally get my first win, and espe-
cially in my home state is just
incredible,” added the Mitchell, In-
diana rookie.

Debris on the frontstretch
brought out the final caution and
set up the final restart coming to
the 177th lap.

Briscoe, in the No. 77 Big Tine-
Cunningham Motorsports Ford,
went side-by-side with Sargeant for
a full three laps before pushing his
car ahead of Sargeantʼs No. 55
TRD-Windows 10 Toyota. Sargeant
fell back 10 lengths at the check-
ered flag, finishing second.

“Car got really tight,” Sargeant
said. “I gave it my all…I just got
beat. I just want to thank everyone
at Venturini Motorsports. This team

did everything it needed to win this
race…we just came up one short.
Those final restarts didnʼt help.”

The heat probably didnʼt help ei-
ther with temperatures reaching
well into the 90s.

“This one was definitely harder
than most,” Briscoe said. “I was
getting worn out…it was so hot.
You have to be up on the wheel
every lap here. We almost threw it
away on those final restarts. This
was our race to lose.”

Briscoe nearly did just that, giv-
ing the lead up to Sargeant in the
back half of the race before getting
it back for the final 24 laps.

“I canʼt thank my car owners
Briggs Cunningham and Kerry
Scherer enough,” Briscoe contin-
ued. “Last year, I was catching tires
for Cunningham Motorsports. Now
weʼre leading the points. I feel like
the next win is going to come a lit-
tle easier now.”

Briscoe, who earned his fifth
Menards Pole presented by Ansell
Saturday, led the first 118 laps,
pulling away by as much as a full
straightaway before Sargeant
reeled him in. Sargeant followed
Briscoeʼs rear bumper for several
laps before getting underneath the
eventual winner coming off turn
two. Sargeant finally cleared
Briscoe off turn four to lead the

119th lap. From there, Sargeant
pulled away by a near straight-
away, leading up through the 176th
lap. Sargeant looked like he was on
his way to victory lane; however,
three late-race restarts kept bring-
ing the field back together, and kept
Briscoeʼs hopes alive.

Sargeant managed to out-duel
Briscoe during two of the three
restarts, but lost the battle on the
third and final restart in the closing
laps.

Kyle Weatherman, who started
at the back for unapproved adjust-
ments, battled all day for a hard-
fought third-place finish in the No.
98 St. Charles Glass Chevrolet.

“Long, hard race,” Weatherman
said. “Starting in the back made it
a lot harder. I thought we had the
best car on long runs but we were
giving up too much in the begin-
ning. Just something we need to
work on. Thanks to Mason Mitchell

Motorsports for the opportunity.”
Matt Kurzejewski finished fourth

in the No. 52 Ansell-Menards Toy-
ota.

“We had an awesome car the
first half of the race,” Kurzejewski
said. “But I think everyone else got
a little better than us. We werenʼt as
good on the long runs as we
needed to be, but weʼll take this fin-
ish and build on it for the next one.”

Tom Hessert finished fifth in the
No. 25 Toyota. Josh Williams was
sixth in the No. 6 Chevrolet, the last
car on the lead lap. AJ Fike, Will
Kimmel, Dakoda Armstrong and
Josh Reeves completed the top 10
finishers, respectively.

Iowa Speedway will host the
next event for the ARCA Racing
Series with the ARCA 150 pre-
sented by Caseyʼs General Stores
July 9, live on FS2. ARCArac-
ing.com will feature live timing and
scoring, and live chat.
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g Briscoe Out-Duels Sargeant
on Final Restart at

Winchester Speedway for
Career-First Win

Chase Briscoe raced his way to his first career ARCA Racing Se-
ries victory at Winchester Speedway. (arcaracing.com photo)



SALEM, IN - For
the second consecu-
tive year Wyoming,
Michigan veteran
racer Brian Campbell
won the Bud St.
Amant Memorial 125
Presented by Oakley
Blacktop and Sizzle
Marine, Saturday night
at Columbus Motor

Speedway with the ARCA/CRA
Super Series Powered by JEGS.
The event honored local racing leg-
end Bud St. Amant, who passed
away in January, 2014 after a long
bout with cancer. A large group of
Budʼs family was on hand for the
event, including son Gary St.
Amant who presented Campbell
with his winning trophy.

The JVM Racing promoted
event was the last ARCA/CRA
Super Series event that will be held
at Columbus Motor Speedway, as
the track has been sold and will
close at the end of the 2016 sea-
son. The great group of fans at-
tending the event got to watch a
great race with plenty of passing
throughout the field.

Three time series Champion
Johnny Van Doorn started things
off by setting fast time in EDCO
Welding Qualifying. Van Doorn

drew a seven for the invert putting
series rookies Chris Koslek and
Dalton Armstrong on the front row.
Koslek took the early lead from his
pole starting position and led the
first eight laps before 2013 and
2014 series Champion Travis
Braden powered by to take the lead
from Koslek on lap nine while se-
ries points leader Cody Coughlin,
Van Doorn and Campbell worked
their way to the front of the field be-
hind Braden and Koslek.

Braden would lead until Camp-
bell was able to get by on the out-
side on a restart on lap 47 after the
two had battled side by side for
several laps. Campbell would fight
through lap traffic and extend his
lead and hold off Braden to get the
win, his 19th series win, placing
him now third on the series all-time
victories list behind all-time leader
Scott Hantz who has 31 wins and
Brian Ross with 22.

ʻItʼs great to win this event again,
itʼs a shame this place is going to
close, I have always enjoyed racing
at this track,” remarked Campbell in
victory lane. “This is a brand new
Senneker Performance Chassis, its
first race and it took me to victory
lane! I have to thank Terry Sen-
neker and everyone on my team for
the hard work to get this car fin-

ished and helping me get this win.”
Campbell received the AR Bod-

ies Cool Move of the race Award for
his pass of Braden to get the lead
well as the VanDoorn Racing De-
velopment Lap leader Award for
leading the most laps  Braden
would finish in second and pick up
the FLUIDYNE High Performance
Cool Under Pressure Award.
Coughlin would come back from
the tail after spinning out to finish in
third after his crew made several
adjustments to the car on pit road,
Coughlin earned the Sweet Move
of the Race Award for his passes to
get back to finish third and his crew
was awarded the PitBoxes.com Pit
Crew of the Race Award. With sec-
ond in points Dalton Armstrong
having his race end early with elec-
trical issues, Coughlin has now ex-
tended his current series points
lead. 

Steve Dorer came from his 16th
place starting position to finish in
fourth earning a Hoosier Perform-
ance Award and the Hamner Rac-
ing Engines Hardcharger Award.
Van Doorn would hold on to get a
fifth place finish. Local racer Chad
Pendleton would finish in sixth
place, the last car on the lead lap.
Erik Darnell picked up a Hoosier
Performance Award after coming
from his 18th place starting position
to finish ninth. Koslek would win his
first Senneker Performance Rook-
ies of the Race Award with his 12th
place finish.

The next ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by JEGS event will,
be the Redbud 300 at Anderson
Speedway on Saturday, July 16th.
More information on the
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS is available at www.cra-
racing.com.
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s Campbell Wins
Bud St. Amant Memorial
125 at Columbus Motor

Speedway

Brian Campbell raced his way to the win in the Bud St. Amant Me-
morial 125 for the second consecutive year at the Columbus Motor
Speedway. (cra-racing.com photo)



Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON,

SC - Fitting into its
throwback weekend
plans of celebrating
the 1975-84 era of the
sport, Darlington
Raceway will have
classic rock legends
KANSAS perform the
NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series Bojanglesʼ
Southern 500 pre-race
concert presented by
GEICO on Sunday,
Sept. 4.

KANSAS, known
for its hits Carry On
Wayward Son and

Dust in the Wind, is one of the top-
selling bands of the late 1970ʼs and
early 1980ʼs. The band has pro-
duced eight gold albums, three
sextuple-Platinum albums (Left-
overture, Point of Know Return,
Best of KANSAS), one platinum
live album (Two for the Show) and
two one million-selling gold singles
(Carry on Wayward Son and Dust
in the Wind).

KANSAS appeared on the Bill-
board charts for over 200 weeks
throughout the ʻ70's and ʻ80's and
played to sold-out arenas and sta-
diums throughout North America,
Europe and Japan.

Carry On Wayward Son contin-
ues to be on of the top five most
played songs on classic rock radio,
and Dust In the Wind has been
played on the radio more than
three million times!

“For the second consecutive
year, weʼre bringing pre-race enter-
tainment to Darlington Raceway
that fits our 1975-84 throwback cel-
ebration perfectly,” Darlington
Raceway President Chip Wile said.
“KANSAS was an iconic band in
that era whose hit songs you can
still hear on classic rock stations to
this day. Weʼre excited for them to
perform for our fans and give the
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500 pre-race
ceremonies a nostalgic feel as we
celebrate the history and heritage
of NASCAR on Labor Day week-
end.”

“Itʼs never boring when you mix
rock music, Darlington Raceway,
and NASCAR fans!” original drum-
mer for KANSAS, Phil Ehart said.
“It will be a great Labor Day week-
end event.”

Fans of KANSAS have the ex-
clusive opportunity to watch the
concert from the front of the pre-
race stage. In addition to the pur-
chase of a Bojanglesʼ Southern
500 grandstand ticket, a pre-race
access pass may be purchased for
an additional $45. This pass will not

only give fans stage front access
for the concert, but will also include
an up close view of the Sprint Cup
Series stars as they are introduced
to the crowd. Supplies are limited.

Coinciding with the celebration
of their 40th anniversary in 2013,
KANSAS was inducted into both
the Kansas Hall of Fame and Geor-
gia Music Hall of Fame as recogni-
tion for their achievements from
both their native state and adopted
home state.

2016 marks the release of “The
Prelude Implicit,” KANSASʼs fif-
teenth studio album.  The wide-
ranging progressive rock album set
for release in September by Inside
Out Music, and marks the bandʼs
first studio album release in 16
years.

The band, which is currently
comprised of original drummer Phil
Ehart, bassist/vocalist Billy Greer,
keyboardist David Manion, vocal-
ist/keyboardist Ronnie Platt, violin-
ist/guitarist David Ragsdale,
guitarist Zak Rizvi and original gui-
tarist Richard Williams, continues
to perform in front of large and en-
thusiastic audiences around the
world.

Daytona Intl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Mont-

gomery Gentry, the multi-platinum
country music duo comprised of
Eddie Montgomery and Troy Gen-
try, will perform a 60-minute pre-
race concert on Saturday, July 2
prior to the 58th annual Coke Zero
400 Powered By Coca-Cola
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race at
Daytona International Speedway.

“Having Montgomery Gentry at
the ʻWorld Center of Racingʼ is
guaranteed to get our fans ready
for the Coke Zero 400,” said Day-
tona International Speedway Pres-
ident Chip Wile.

“Theyʼll bring great sound and
energy and are a perfect way to
kick off the festivities we have
planned around the Saturday night,
prime-time race. The Coke Zero
400 is a true American sports tradi-
tion and weʼre proud to have Mont-
gomery Gentry help us renew that
tradition for our fans.”

Montgomery Gentry returns to
Daytona International Speedway
after having recently participated in
the inaugural Country 500 – The
Great American Music Fest on Me-
morial Day weekend. The country
music duo has released 11 albums,
three of which have gone platinum:
Tattoos & Scars, My Town and You
Do Your Thing. Their most recent
album, Folks Like Us, was released
in June 2015. The duo has re-
ceived many accolades over the

years as well, being named Fa-
vorite New Artist – Country at the
American Music Awards in 1999,
Duo of the Year by both the Acad-
emy of Country Music and the
Country Music Association in 2000
and they were inducted into the
Grand Ole Opry in 2009 and the
Kentucky Music Hall of Fame last
year.

A limited quantity of VIP ticket
packages are available for race
fans to receive special access to
the pre-race concert that will be
staged along pit road. VIP Pit pack-
ages start at $135 and include:

• A reserved ticket for the Coke
Zero 400 Powered By Coca-Cola

• Pre-Race/Sprint FANZONE ac-
cess

• Admission to the VIP viewing
area in front of the stage for the
pre-race concert

Fans that have already pur-
chased a Coke Zero 400 race ticket
can upgrade their experience to the
VIP Pit package for $75.

Tickets for the June 30-July 2
Coke Zero 400 Weekend Powered
By Coca-Cola can be purchased
online at www.daytonainternation-
alspeedway.com or by calling 1-
800-PITSHOP.

Fans can stay connected with
Daytona International Speedway
on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,
Pinterest, YouTube and Snapchat
(username: DISupdates), and by
downloading the new version of
Daytona International Speedwayʼs
mobile app, for the latest speedway
news.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - For anyone who has

ever wondered what itʼs like to drive
around NASCARʼs championship
track, hereʼs your chance. On Sun-
day, July 31, Homestead-Miami
Speedway and Special Olympics
Florida - Miami-Dade County will
host a “Car Wash and Ride” event
where participants will have the
rare opportunity to get their car
washed and drive around the same
1.5-mile oval track that hosts the
championship races in NASCARʼs
three national series. Proceeds
from the event will benefit Special
Olympics Florida - Miami-Dade
County and Home-
stead-Miami Speed-
wayʼs charitable
outreach program,
Driving for a Cause.
The Car Wash and
Ride will take place
from noon to 5:00
p.m.

With a $20 dona-
tion, participants can
have their car

washed before experiencing first-
hand the Speedwayʼs unique pro-
gressive banking. Additional laps
will be available for a $10 donation.
Drivers should enter the Speedway
through Gate 18, located off SW
344th Street/Palm Drive.

Local car clubs are invited to at-
tend the event for a group rate. Car
clubs will receive a set amount of
laps around the oval and a photo
opportunity on the track. Please
contact Brandon Ward at (305)
230-5228 or bward@homestead-
miamispeedway.com for more de-
tails.

Special Olympics Florida –
Miami-Dade County volunteers and
athletes will be on hand for this
event. In addition, two other organ-
izations will be on site accepting
donations as well — Farm Share
and Gotsneakers. Farm Share,
South Floridaʼs local food bank, will
be gathering nonperishable food
items that will be distributed to
those in need. Gotsneakers, a local
sneaker recycling organization, will
be collecting used sneakers. For
each pair of sneakers collected,
Gotsneakers will make a donation
to Driving for a Cause and Special
Olympics Florida – Miami-Dade
County.

For more information on the Car
Wash and Ride, visit www.Home-
steadMiamiSpeedway.com/Car-
WashandRide or call 305-230-524.

Pocono Raceway
Jimmie Johnson returns to

Pocono Raceway for a youth-fo-
cused, interactive experience on
Sunday, July 31. Johnson will be on
hand for a kid-driven question-and-
answer session following NASA's
'Rockets 2 Racecars' hand-on ac-
tivities.

A family of four can attend for
$48 or individual passes are avail-
able for $20.

Visit www.poconoraceway.com
/jimmiejohnson.html for more infor-
mation.

All attendees must also have a
Sunday Grandstand Gate Admis-
sion ticket, valid for the 2016 Penn-
sylvania 400. Certain terms and
conditions may apply. Processing
and ticketing fees may apply.
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BEAVER DAM, WI
Bill Balog outdueled
2013 World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series champion
Daryn Pittman early,
then held him off on a
final green-white-
checkered finish to
capture his first series
victory in the Jim "JB"
Boyd Memorial pre-
sented by Karavan
Trailers at Beaver
Dam Raceway on Sat-

urday night. 
Balog, who is only the fifth non-

Outlaw driver to win in 2016, cap-
tured the lead from Pittman on lap
three after starting the feature in
the second position. 

"Now I feel like I have a home
track advantage," Balog said as the
Wisconsin fans cheered. "We have
won a few here, but not really dom-
inating wins. I got a lot of Wisconsin
people here behind me, so I got to
thank all of you guys. 

"Maybe they didn't think we
could do it, but we did it and it's an
awesome, awesome night." 

Pittman, who was victorious in a
green-white-checkered finish on
Friday night at Jackson Motorplex,
tried everything possible to muscle
the victory away from Balog, but
came up one spot short of claiming
back-to-back victories. 

"I gave everything I had,"
Pittman said. "I had it all planned
out perfectly in my head, but it did-
n't go that way. Nothing went the
way I thought; we had that red flag,
and I think my tire went down a lit-
tle bit...think if my tire was low
enough, I probably could've stuck
it, because after the checkered I hit
it really good down there, but too lit-
tle, too late. 

"Congrats to Bill and his team,
they did a great job and he ran a
great race, so they deserve to win.
I just needed to make some better
decisions and get to the top of the
track quicker and hang on to the
lead a little longer." 

The night kicked-off with Joey
Saldana picking up his 10th quick-
time award of the season, when he
paced qualifying with a lap of
11.895 seconds. Saldana contin-
ued to flash speed early as he ac-
companied Jason Johnson and
David Gravel as heat race winners
in the dash. 

The dash inversion draw was
not Saldana's friend, as a complete
inversion of the six-car field placed

Saldana at the rear and put Balog
on the pole position. 

Balog, in the Buesser Con-
crete/Extreme Stainless No. 17B,
could not capitalize on the lucky
break, as he lost the lead early to
Pittman, who started the six-lap
race in the third spot. Pittman eas-
ily scored the dash victory, which
placed him on the pole position for
the 40-lap feature. 

As soon as the green flag
dropped for the feature, Pittman, in
the Great Clips/Sage Fruit No. 9,
jumped out to an early lead on
Balog. Pittman held on to the top
spot for the opening two laps, but
Balog charged his way back to the
front of the field and retook the lead
on lap three. 

The race began with a 23-lap
green flag run which allowed Balog
to extend his lead on Pittman as
the two battled through lapped traf-
fic. Pittman kept within striking dis-
tance of the leader, before a
caution with 17 to-go hampered his
plans. 

When the green flag came back
out, Balog again escaped the grip
of the World of Outlaws regulars,
as Pittman suddenly fell victim to a
red-hot David Gravel, who started
in the third position and remained
there through most of the race. 

Gravel slid in front of Pittman for
second before turning his attention
to the leader. Gravel appeared to
have the faster car as he tried the
infamous dirt track slide-job for the
lead, but came up just short as
Balog again pulled away from the
field. 

The caution was displayed again
with 10 laps to go, as Brad Sweet,
who currently sits second in the
championship standings and was
running the top five, suffered a me-
chanical problem and had to take
his car to the work area. Sweet
later returned, but finished in the
19th position. 

On the ensuing restart, Pittman
worked his way back around
Gravel for the second, but still did
not have enough speed to catch
the leader. 

While the top three remained
glued bumper-to-bumper, a familiar
face lurked just behind them.
Seven-time series champion
Donny Schatz, in the Bad Boy Off
Road/Chevrolet Performance No.
15, charged his way from the 14th
starting position to crack the top
five with just five laps remaining.
Schatz appeared to be peaking too
late as the had a sizeable deficit to

overcome to contend for the win,
but a final caution on the white-flag
lap changed the outlook of the
race. 

Balog restarted the race ahead
of 2013 series champion Pittman,
1996 Kevin Gobrecht Rookie of the
Year Joey Saldana and seven-time
series champion Schatz, who have
combined to win 19 races this sea-
son. 

Over the final two laps, Saldana
and Schatz battled hard for the
third position while Pittman tried
everything possible to disrupt
Balog and steal the victory. 

In the end, the local driver kept
his car glued on the outside line,
which prevented Pittman from
building up enough momentum to
clear him for the lead. Balog held
on to the lead and defeated the
World of Outlaws to score the vic-
tory in his home state of Wisconsin. 

"What a race, I have to thank
everybody that helped me out,"
Balog said. "It's a really good feel-
ing - we were in a similar position a
couple of years ago and kind of
gave it away, so I wanted to make
sure that didn't happen again. 

"We could restart really well off
of the bottom, so I knew if I could

just get up to the cushion and beat
the slide job - I didn't know if Daryn
[Pittman] was running the bottom or
not. [The Outlaws] are the best of
the best, so it's a pleasure to race
with them really." 

Pittman held off Schatz for the
runner-up position, as he picked up
his 17th podium finish of the 2016
season. 

"I had a plan thinking [Balog]
might slide himself, or short slide
himself and cheat his entry into one
and I was just going to try to hit as
good a lap around the top," Pittman
added. "I was killing him off of four
on the bottom, so if I could get
close enough off of two then I could
get him. He ended up having a
good two or three car lengths on
me off of two and there wasn't
enough time to get back to him. 

"I had a good run going there
and tried to pull the slider too early,
with probably five or six to go, and
then lost a lot of ground, but made
it back up. It was a good effort, but
I'm frustrated to run second." 

Schatz, who finished sixth on
Friday night at Jackson Motorplex,
rebounded for his eighth top-three
finish in the month of June and 18th 

(Contined Next Page)

Wo
rld

 of
 Ou

tla
ws

Cr
af

tsm
an

 Sp
rin

t C
ar

 Se
rie

s Balog Bests Outlaws at
Beaver Dam Raceway

Bill Balog celebrates his first career World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series win with his son in victory lane at Beaver Dam
Raceway. (www.twitter.com/WorldofOutlaws.com photo)
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of the season. 
"Tony Stewart's

guys are awesome at
what they do," Schatz
said. "The way the
races play out, our
cars just get better
and better. Great job
to be able to come
through there and it
was a respectable fin-
ish, but I think the two
cars in front of us were
a little better. 

"You never know,
the race tracks
change and some-

times they change towards you and
sometimes they change against
you. I don't know if it went either
way for us but we were lucky to
pick up the spots that we did." 

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series will invade the
newly dirt renovated Rockford
Speedway for the first ever Outlaw
Clay Classic on Wednesday, June
29. For more race information and
ticket purchasing options, visit:
www.WoOSprint.com/Rockford-
Speedway. 

Follow the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series on
Twitter at www.twitter.com/Worldo-
fOutlaws, like it on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/WorldofOut-
laws, or check out the latest videos
at www.youtube.com/WorldofOut-
laws.

Pittman Returns to
Victory Lane at

Jackson Motorplex
JACKSON, MN - 2013 World of

Outlaws Craftsman® Sprint Car
Series champion, Daryn Pittman,
started on the pole position and
captured the lead from Joey Sal-
dana on lap two, then held off a
hard-charging Kerry Madsen on a
green-white-checkered finish to
score his fifth victory of the season
at Jackson Motorplex on Friday
night. 

Pittman, who also claimed the
quick-time award and dash victory
to complete the sweep of the night,
joined 20-time series champion,
Steve Kinser, and seven-time se-
ries champion, Donny Schatz, as
the only drivers to win multiple
races at Jackson after he also won
in 2005. 

"I wouldn't say winning twice
makes you good at a place,"
Pittman said. "They don't call him
"Mad Man" for nothing. He's
earned his nickname and you know
he is going to give it everything he's

got to try and get by you. 
"I felt like I had a pretty good

green flag lap up until coming back
for the white. I slipped up a little bit
in one and two and I thought I could
hear him on my outside exiting two
- I don't know if he was there or not,
but it sounded like he was pretty
close." 

Pittman looked to be cruising to
an easy victory until a caution with
just two laps remaining brought
Madsen, in the Keneric Health-
care/American Racing Wheels No.
29, to the leader's rear bumper.
Madsen tried everything he could
to wrestle the victory from Pittman
in a green-white-checkered finish,
but settled for a second-place fin-
ish following a last lap duel. 

Pittman, in the Great Clips/Sage
Fruit No. 9, flashed speed early
and often, as he paced qualifying
with a lap of 15.746 seconds to
claim his sixth quick time of the
season. Pittman continued his
early night success with a victory in
his heat race to earn admittance
into the dash. 

As if he needed it, Pittman re-
ceived a lucky break when a dash
inversion of zero was drawn, which
kept him on the pole position for the
six-lap race. Pittman led every lap
to capture the dash victory and the
pole position for the 30-lap feature. 

When the green flag dropped,
second-place starter Saldana rock-
eted around Pittman for the lead on
the opening lap. Saldana, who
claimed the most recent victory at
Jackson in 2014, led the first lap,
but did not hold on to the top spot
for long. On lap two, Pittman
surged back to the front of the field
and reclaimed the lead. 

Saldana remained glued to the
leader's bumper, but following cau-
tions on lap 10 and 15, Pittman ap-
peared to have an easy control on
the top spot. 

By the halfway point in the race,
Madsen, who started in the 12th
position, had climbed to the sixth
spot. With a little over 10 laps re-
maining, Madsen was in the sec-
ond position with the leader in his
crosshairs. 

Madsen, who has found victory
lane twice this year with the World
of Outlaws when he swept the
#LetsRaceTwo events at Eldora
Speedway on May 6 and 7, caught
a lucky break of his own when a
caution came out on lap 20. 

When the race restarted, follow-
ing an open red flag that allowed
teams to refuel their cars for the
final dash to the finish, Madsen
was challenged by David Gravel for
the second position, which allowed
Pittman to escape his pursuers. 

Pittman appeared to be cruising
to the $10,000 prize until a caution
came out on lap 29, which set up a
shootout to the finish. 

On the final restart, Madsen
started just behind Pittman and
quickly charged to his outside in
turn one. Pittman held strong and
kept his car out front, but he had
one more lap to hold off the "Mad
Man." 

Madsen tried everything he
could on the final lap to throw
Pittman off his line, but in the end,
he held on to the lead and scored
the victory. 

Madsen captured the KSE Hard
Charger Award after started the
feature in the 12th position and fin-
ished in second, his 10th top-five
finish of the season on a limited
schedule. 

Finishing third, Shane Stewart
returned to the podium following a
seventh-place finish at I-80 Speed-
way on Wednesday night. 

Saldana Scores
Thrilling NAPA Auto

Parts Outlaw
Showdown Victory
GREENWOOD, NE - Joey Sal-

dana captured the lead on the
opening lap from David Gravel and
held off Donny Schatz on a green-
white-checkered finish to score his
fourth World of Outlaws Crafts-
man® Sprint Car Series victory of
the season in the NAPA Auto Parts
Outlaw Showdown at I-80 Speed-
way on Wednesday night. 

Saldana, who snapped an 18-
race winless streak that stretched
back to Jacksonville Speedway on
May 4, remains the only series
driver to win on the 4/10-mile track
after also winning this event in
2014. 

"In means a lot [to win at I-80
Speedway]," Saldana said. "Before
my grandpa passed away, this was
one of the last race tracks he got to
come to and watch me race. I
would say he was riding with me
tonight because I haven't been that
good all month, so to win this race,
not just because I needed to win it
for Roth Motorsports, but I needed
to win it for my family and myself. 

Saldana's victory did not come
easy. After capturing the lead on
the opening lap, the driver of the
No. 83 had to hold off a hard-charg-
ing Donny Schatz, who had
charged from his ninth starting po-
sition to crack the top five by the
halfway point, then made his way
to second with just 10 laps to go.

To start the night, Gravel paced
qualifying and captured the quick-
time award with a lap of 14.125

seconds. Gravel was unable to
carry his speed into the heat races
as he was defeated by Kerry Mad-
sen in the first heat to join Daryn
Pittman and Saldana as heat race
winners. 

In the dash, Gravel returned to
the top spot, when he started from
the pole position, after a favorable
inversion draw. Gravel led every
lap to capture the victory in the
dash which placed him on the pole
position for the 40-lap feature.
Gravel became the first driver since
Greg Hodnett at New Egypt Speed-
way on May 24 to claim quick time
and start on the pole in the feature. 

When the green flag dropped,
second-place starter, Saldana,
rocketed around Gravel for the top
spot and quickly escaped to an
early lead. By the halfway point,
Saldana had built a comfortable
gap of over a second on Gravel
and Logan Schuchart, who started
in the fourth position and ran third
for much of the night. 

With just 12 laps remaining, the
first caution came out as third place
Schuchart lost a wheel entering
turn three, which sent his car tum-
bling into the outside fence. Fortu-
nately, Schuchart walked away
from the crash safely, but his night
was over. 

On the ensuing restart, Schatz,
in the Bad Boy Off Road/Chevrolet
Performance No. 15, muscled his
way into the second position, as
Gravel slipped further back into the
field. With just 10 laps to go, Schatz
had his sights set on Saldana for
the lead. 

Saldana had a comfortable lead
on the rest of the field by the time
Schatz had made his way into the
runner-up position, but a caution
just a few laps later allowed Schatz
to line up on the leader's rear
bumper with less than 10 laps to
go. 

When the race went back to
green, Schatz suffered an unchar-
acteristically bad restart, which al-
lowed Jason Johnson and Brad
Sweet to slip by. Sweet, who had
started the feature in the 17th posi-
tion, managed to claw his way into
a battle with Schatz for the third po-
sition, until another caution came
out, this time with just two laps left. 

The caution was displayed when
second place, Johnson, suffered a
flat left rear tire, which sent him to
the rear of the field and resulted in
a 14th-place finish for the driver
that captured a win earlier this year
at Placerville Speedway on March
24. 

Johnson's misfortune proved to
be Schatz's lucky break, as the cur

(Continued Next Page)

Wo
rld

 of
 Ou

tla
ws

Cr
af

tsm
an

 Sp
rin

t C
ar

 Se
rie

s



Continued…

rent point's leader had
just made his way
around Sweet's Ollie's
Bargain Outlet/Sage
Fruit No. 49 for third.
Schatz now lined up
on Saldana's rear
bumper for a green-
white-checkered fin-
ish. 

On the final
restart, Schatz pres-
sured Saldana for the
lead, but the leader
adjusted his line to
maintain control of the
top spot. Saldana

pulled away from Schatz over the

final two laps to capture his fourth
victory of the season, and second
at I-80 Speedway in three years. 

"It just builds confidence, and it's
definitely easy to lose your confi-
dence out here," Saldana added.
"I've lost so many races by just
going straight to the top, so I just
took the bottom and the middle to
take the grove away [on the final
restart], so they didn't have it, then
I got back on the top and held on. 

"I can't thank Dennis and Teresa
Roth enough for giving me this op-
portunity. There's a lot of times that
you think about quitting, and you
sacrifice a lot with your kids and
your wife, but this definitely makes
it worth your while - but there's also
more to life than winning races." 

Schatz, who held on to the run-
ner-up position, claimed his sev-
enth podium finish in nine races in
the month of June. 

"You have to have your driver
help, and I don't have a clue as to
what I am doing until you get me in
the car," Schatz said. "We felt like
we had a chance there, but I could
not get off the corner at all. It felt
like I had three or four race cars
tied to the back bumper. We will
work on that and try again on Fri-
day." 

Sweet finished in the third posi-
tion and claimed the KSE Hard
Charger Award after he advanced
14 spots from his 17th-place start. 

"A lot of those restarts played
into our favor, which is nice when

you start in the back," Sweet said.
"We got ourselves behind in time
trials and I messed up in the heat
race, so that's what teamwork is all
about. We never give up on this
Ollie's Bargain Outlet car, we dug
deep tonight, had a few breaks go
our way and I had a really fast car." 

"Hats off to my guys for sticking
by me and all of our sponsors. We
will take the podium tonight, it feels
like a win after coming from 17th,
and we will try not to build such a
deep hole next time." 

2016 Kevin Gobrecht Rookie of
the Year contended, Clyde Knipp,
who finished in the 17th position,
improved on his previous best fin-
ish of 18th at Devil's Bowl Speed-
way on April 23.
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CONCORD, NC -
DIRTcar Racing offi-
cials have disqualified
five competitors fol-
lowing failed post-race
inspections at the Dirt
Late Model Dream at
Eldora Speedway. 

Tire samples col-
lected from the #B5
driven by Brandon
Sheppard, #22 driven
by Gregg Satterlee,

#20 driven by Jimmy Owens, #33X
driven by Ricky Thornton and #0
driven by Scott Bloomquist and
tested by an independent labora-
tory did not meet established
benchmarks in a chemical analysis. 

A total of 32 samples were taken
throughout the weekend, June 9,
10 and 11, from participants. 

All five competitors were found
to be in violation of rule 15.11-G
and were fined in accordance with
rule 11.1. 

Rule 15.11-G.) Chemical alter-
ations, vulcanizing, tire softening,
defacing and/or altering the face of
the tire lettering and/or tire stamp-
ing will not be permitted. Chemicals
or tire softening is not permitted at
any time. Tires may be inspected at
any time.

Any violation with any tire pre-
sented for competition may result in
immediate disqualification from the
events and/or other penalties in-
cluding but not limited to; loss of
money, fine, loss of points and/or
suspension. 

All five have been disqualified
from the event, including the loss of
all purse money and championship
points earned during the event,

fined $1,000 and penalized 1,000
DIRTcar Late Model points for the
2016 season. The total penalty, in-
cluding loss of money, fine and the
cost of the tire analysis was
$19,630 for Sheppard, $4,655 for
Satterlee, $7,630 for Owens,
$10,930 for Thornton and $6,105
for Bloomquist. 

Each has been placed under a
three-month suspension from all
DIRTcar sanctioned events, which
includes World of Outlaws Crafts-
man® Late Model Series competi-
tion, beginning June 11, 2016 and
concluding Sept. 11, 2016 and will

be under probation following the
conclusion of the suspension for
the remainder of the 2016 season. 

For more information on DIRT-
car Racing and all DIRTcar UMP-
sanctioned divisions, visit
DIRTcar.com.

For more information on Eldora
Speedway, visit EldoraSpeed-
way.com.

Four Appeal Dirt
Late Model Dream

Suspensions
CONCORD, NC - Brandon

Sheppard, Greg Satterlee, Scott
Bloomquist and Jimmy Owens
have appealed their disqualifica-
tions and suspensions following a
failed post-race inspection at the
Dirt Late Model Dream at Eldora

Speedway. An appeal is expected
from Ricky Thornton Jr. but has not
yet been received. 

In accordance with rule 12.1-K,
competitors who file an appeal will
have penalties temporarily de-
ferred. Both will be allowed to com-
pete at DIRTcar sanctioned events
until their appeals are heard on
Monday, June 27. 

Sheppard, Satterlee, Bloomquist,
Owens and Thornton were disqual-
ified and suspended after tire sam-
ples collected during the Dream
and tested by an independent lab-
oratory did not meet established
benchmarks in a chemical analysis. 

All licensed DIRTcar Members in
good standing are able to request
an appeal and have a total of seven
days from the issuance of a penalty
to request the appeal.
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SARVER, PA -
Scott Bloomquist bat-
tled from eighth posi-
tion Saturday night to
win the Firecracker
100 finale presented
by GottaRace.com at
Lernerville Speedway
in Sarver, Pa.
Bloomquist collected
his second World of
Outlaws Craftsman®
Late Model Series win
of 2016, tangoing with
both front-runners in

the series and regional favorites
alike. 

Regional top-gun Dale McDow-
ell began the 100-lap feature
strong, as if his No. 17m Bad Boy
Buggies/ University of Northwest-
ern Ohio Warrior car was shot from
a cannon. McDowell contested for
the lead in the leading laps of the
race, only to soon get the top spot
on lap 17. 

While McDowell held the No. 1
spot, three-time series champion
Josh Richards consistently pur-
sued the lead - diminishing the
one-second intervals between
them to less than half-of-a-
second. Bloomquist bought his
time in third after charging to the
front from mid-pack. Not only did
Richards close the gap between
him and McDowell, but a caution
on lap 23 included Bloomquist in a
fight for first. 

On a nearly perfect restart,
Bloomquist overtook Richards in
turn two. Richards soon reclaimed
the spot, wedging his No. 1 Valvo-
line/ Seubert Calf Ranches Rocket
car underneath Bloomquist. It was
a happenstance five laps later
when another caution gave
Bloomquist the opportunity to throt-
tle past Richards on the restart.
Bloomquistʼs No. 0 Crop Produc-
tion Services / Reese Monument
Co. Sweet/ Bloomquist machine
succeeded. 

“Overall, the car handled super,”
Bloomquist said. “If you look at this
car, we have a lot of good support
on it. We just keep on digging.” 

Bloomquist sought out the lead.
McDowell, who began to fade as
the race progressed, found himself
in a power-struggle with
Bloomquist. McDowell held off
Bloomquistʼs advances for a short
time, only to forfeit the lead follow-
ing a third caution on lap 52. 

The top three remained a half-
second within each other, though
Richards fell more than one second

back from the runner-up position
briefly. Kicking his car into high
gear within the final 20 laps,
Richards reeled in McDowell, who
rounded out the podium. McDowell
led the majority of the laps on the
night. 

“Yeah, [Scottʼs] definitely one of
the ones to beat,” McDowell said.
“When I had a little bit of grip, I was
okay. We struggled all week to get
a little bit of traction. It was a good
end of the week for us. Weʼre
happy.” 

Then it was down to two -
Bloomquist and Richards revisited
their battle. With 10 laps remaining,
Richards had a lot of real estate
while Bloomquist weaved through
lapped traffic. Though this predica-
ment gave Richards a fighting
chance, Bloomquistʼs stealth
through the 28-car field built him
enough of a cushion to fend off
Richards. Bloomquist won the race
by a 2.576-second margin. 

“We just lacked a little bit...”
Richards said. “Scott could turn just
ever-so-slightly better, and that was
the difference of winning. Scott did
a good job. I mean, Iʼm still glad we
were that close at the end.” 

The victory is Bloomquistʼs third
Firecracker 100 trip to victory lane. 

“Weʼre used to overcoming ad-
versity,” Bloomquist said. “We got
up early and got after it again for
both shows. I wasnʼt interested in
taking the lead too early. I ran every
possible line I could run around this
racetrack before I took the lead. I
just wanted to see where I lost
ground or gained ground. So when
we got the lead, I knew where to
put my car.” 

In the preliminary feature earlier
in the day, 2015 Rookie of the Year

Brandon Overton finally accom-
plished the win he said he would
get “someday.” Overton led all 30
laps to get his first career World of
Outlaws win. 

Victory lane was an emotional
experience for Overton, tears col-
lecting in his eyes as he mustered-
up enough composure to address
a full-capacity crowd. Overton
placed third in Friday nightʼs pre-
liminary, but this win trumped any
performance he has had so far in
his career. 

“I knew it was coming but... I just
donʼt know what to say,” said Over-
ton, overwhelmed by the standing
ovation from the fans. “My daddy
went home yesterday because he
wasnʼt feeling good. I just wish he

stayed one more day. He spent
every damn dime to get me here.” 

Overton opened-up a 3.171 lead
on Bloomquist and Richard within
the first ten laps of the race. He
went on to win by a 1.257 margin.
Richards finished runner-up to
Overton, and Bloomquist rounded-
out the podium. 

“Iʼll tell you what, heʼs had it
coming for a long time,” Richards
said. “Heʼs a great racer. We gave
it everything we had. Those guys
did a great job. Congratulations to
them.” 

Follow the World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late Model Series on
Twitter at Twitter.com/WoOLate-
Models, like it on Facebook at
Facebook .com/Wor ldo fOu t -
lawsLateModelSeries, or check out
the latest videos on YouTube at
Youtube.com/WorldofOutlaws.

Richards Records
No. 8 This Season in a
Wild One at Lernerville

SARVER, PA - Josh Richards
was the first one to the checkers
Friday, winning the World of Out-
laws Craftsman® Late Model Se-
ries second preliminary feature
night of the Firecracker 100 week-
end presented by GottaRace.com
at Lernerville Speedway. Though
he was the last man standing on
the second night, it did not come
without a trio of drivers nipping at
his rear tires.

(Continued Next Page)
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Firecracker 100 Finale

Scott Bloomquist takes the checkered flags to win the Firecracker
100 finale at Lernerville Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)

Brandon Overton lead all 30 laps to win his first career World of
Outlaws Craftsman Late Model Series feature. (Paul Arch photo)
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Two cautions
within the first three
laps did not slow down
the 28-car field -
mainly Billy Moyer Jr.
and Brandon Overton,
who traded paint for
the second spot.
Though Moyer pre-
vailed, Overton grew
persistent; he passed
Moyer shortly after on
the second restart. 

One lap later,
Richardsʼ No. 1 Valvo-
line/ Seubert Calf
Ranches Rocket car

made a push from 10th place - .200
seconds from a seat on the
podium. By lap 10, a three-way bat-
tle to be top dog had Richards,
Overton and local stud Russ King
showing their teeth. Grouped to-
gether on lap 13 - away from the
rest of the field - Richards at-
tempted an under-over pass on
Overtonʼs No. 76 Budweiser/ C-H
Paving Moyer/ Victory machine in
turn two. Overton slammed the
door on the backstretch, but
Richards claimed the spot in turn
four. 

“Coming down, we have a good
car,” Overton said. “We just need to
build on it, and maybe weʼll get it to-
morrow.” 

On lap 14 and in the same spot
of the backstretch from their previ-
ous battle, Richards and Overton
found themselves in a shake-up.
Overton got squirrelly enough from
the fender-to-fender battle for him
to pump the breaks, causing a
domino effect behind him. King
nearly slid off the track in turn two;
Richards began to pull away after
this exchange and Brian Shirley
swept into third. 

Richards pulled away then, but 
on lap 18 Richards avoided near
catastrophe in turn three. A car ex-
iting the track obstructed Richardsʼ
clear path; this near night-ending
sequence lend Shirley enough
room to squeak by and take the
lead. Two more cautions in the next
five laps gave Richards enough
time to pick-up speed ad a 2.138-
second lead. Overton stayed
steady in the runner-up spot - until
three laps remaining. 

Jonathan Davenport blazed his
own trail in the No. 116 Outlaw
Racing Southeast/ Dream Racing
Technologies Longhorn car, skim-
ming the top of the cushion and
teetering over the edge. The mo-
mentum he built-up carried him
through the track and around three
cars within a half of a turn. Daven-

port, who started the night in 16th
position, found himself breaking
into the podium spots. Davenport
took advantage of his swiftness
about the track, weaving around
Shirley for the third spot. 

“Iʼll tell you what, I love racing
with those guys,” Richards said.
“[Overton] wanted to win. The race
was a handful. At this place, you
just never feel safe any place. I did-
n't know Davenport was right be-
hind be until the very end." 

The final exchange of the night
was Davenport and Overton for the
second spot while Richards en-
joyed a comfortable cushion. 

“Our car was really good up
there,” said Davenport, who did not
race his own car tonight. “Itʼs really
hard to climb into someone elseʼs
car and telling the guys what you
feel, and what you need to do. Weʼll
get better throughout the weekend
I guess you could say. But we got
going there at the end. I just
needed two more laps.” 

This win is Richardsʼ eighth of
the season and No. 66 of his ca-
reer; he pulls within six wins of Dar-
rell Lanigan for the all-time series
wins record, a title Richards has
held in the past. For Firecracker
100 specifically: Richards won his
seventh feature in the Firecracker
Era at Lernerville Speedway (2007-
present), which is the most in event
history. With the victory, Richards
has won during the weekend four
out of seven years, also sweeping
the weekend in 2013. 

After leading the field into the
checkers after 30 action-packed
laps, Richards earns a $6,000
purse.

Richards Grabs Win,
Leaves Five Drivers on

Lead Lap
WEEDSPORT, NY - Josh

Richards played tag from the front
row Tuesday night at Weedsport
Speedway (N.Y.), leaving only five
cars on the lead lap of the Finger
Lakes 40 in his seventh win of the
season. 

“I canʼt thank my guys enough,”
Richards said. “They worked their
butts off, and Iʼm just glad I can put
[the car] up front for them.” 

Richards, who led the 24-car
field into the green flag with his No.
1 Valvoline/ Seubert Calf Ranches
Rocket car, held the lead for all 40
laps. Richards won his heat earlier
in the night by more than a three-
and-a-half second margin, but that
gap was unparalleled to how much
he pulled away from the pack in the
feature. 

Richards maintained a similar

differential through the first half of
the race. The true fight was from
spots four through six. Shane Clan-
ton, Rick Eckert and Brandon Over-
ton jockeyed for position within the
first 10 laps of the feature, nearly
spreading three-wide across the
3/8-mile oval. Overton relied on the
top groove early, but soon forfeited
the high-side of the track to Clan-
ton, who broke into the top 5 by lap
7. 

While Overton continued to
fade, Clanton and Eckert chased-
down third place Steve Casebolt by
lap 21. The trio bunched up, weav-
ing as a unit through lapped traffic.
It took a bold move on lap 17 from
Clantonʼs No. 25 Weldbank En-
ergy/ Coopers Meat Packers Capi-
tal machine however to take third.
With Clantonʼs fender nearly graz-
ing the wall with every lap, he set
his sights on second-place Frank
Heckenast Jr. 

“We were just trying to bide our
time and pick our line, and we
needed to get by those guys,”
Clanton said. “I knew I was better
than them biding my time. I knew
that Josh [Richards] was long-
gone... we needed a caution there
at the end to see if I had anything
for him. But overall: good night.” 

Though Clanton bided his time
thereafter, he made his move 11
laps later on Heckenastʼs No. 99JR
St. Louis U-Pic-A-Part/ Storage
Squares Capital car; Heckenast
signed with Clantonʼs chassis com-
pany one month prior. Using the
top groove, Clanton built enough
momentum to take sole possession
of second. Heckenast managed to
hold on to the final spot on the
podium. 

“Weʼve had some good runs but

just with bad luck,” Heckenast said.
“Iʼm just trying to get the ball rolling,
get some confidence back, make
good runs, build the bank up and
get confidence for my crew guys.
We were definitely a third place car.
Shane [Clanton] was better than
us. But, this place is awesome. I
wish we could race at facilities like
this every week.” 

While the battles ensued,
Richards increased his lead expo-
nentially - especially within the final
25 laps of the race. Richards led by
more than four seconds with 23
laps remaining, and then increased
his lead to more than five seconds
four laps later. At that trajectory,
Richardsʼ largest lead was with four
laps remaining at 11.116 seconds;
he ultimately won by 10.363 sec-
onds over Clanton. 

Richards lapped into to top ten
with 11 laps remaining. Four laps
later, he passed three more drivers.
His pursuit to lap the rest of the
field fell just short out of the top 5. 

“I really didnʼt realize [how many
drivers I lapped] until at the end
when I saw Rick [Eckert] and
[Brandon] Overton and glanced up
at the board,” Richards said. “I did-
nʼt feel like we were that good but
the track was beautiful. That was
the most fun track Iʼve run on in a
long time. They do a phenomenal
job here. This is a beautiful place. I
remember coming here ten years
ago as a rookie and itʼs really cool
to come back here.” 

This was not the only feat of the
night, as Heckenast picked up his
first fast time of the series this sea-
son with a 15.358. Overton, who
claimed fourth in the feature, led
hot laps with his best time of
14.882.
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Josh Richards was dominate this week with the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model Series, winning at both Lernersville and
Weedsport Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



ROSSBURG, OH
- The “Wild Child” Jac
Haudenschild cer-
tainly lived up to his
label on Saturday
night at Eldora Speed-
way, earning the Ohio
Sprint Speedweek
presented by Cometic
Gasket finale worth
$10,000 with the Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions. Hauden-

schild, pilot of the familiar Phoenix
Racing/No. 59, took command of
the 30-lap feature program on lap
17, surviving traffic and constant
pressure from Chad Kemenah and
Tim Shaffer on the very topside of
the speedway. The Wooster, Ohio,
native now owns 30 career victo-
ries with the Arctic Cat All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions, two of which
occurring during the 2016 season.
Tim Shaffer would cross under the
final checkers second, followed by
Chad Kemenah, Randy Hannagan,
and Danny Holtgraver. 

“The car was just really good all
night long,” said Jac Haudenschild
in victory lane. “Feels good to be
back with this team. This is a big
win for us. Weʼll be back at Eldora
Speedway next month, so weʼll try
to keep this going and get another
one.”

Jac Haudenschild won the bat-
tle, but Chad Kemenah won the
war, claiming the 2016 Ohio Sprint
Speedweek presented by Cometic
Gasket title worth $1,000. It is a
second ever Ohio Sprint Speed-

week championship for the Alvada,
Ohio, native and a first ever title for
car owner Rob Hunter. Sheldon
Haudenschild finished second in
the overall Ohio Sprint Speedweek
presented by Cometic Gasket title
chase, followed by Tim Shaffer,
Dean Jacobs, and Kraig Kinser. 

“This is a really big deal for our
team,” explained Chad Kemenah
regarding his Ohio Sprint Speed-
week presented by Cometic Gas-
ket title. “My car owner (Rob
Hunter) has never won an Ohio
Sprint Speedweek title. Itʼs espe-
cially special for us because some
of our biggest supporters are here
tonight at Eldora Speedway with
us. This is a really big momentum
boost for our team. Rob and Rita
Hunter consistently give us great
race cars and great equipment to
work with. Weʼre racing good and
that allows us to have a lot of fun.”

With the runner-up finish during
the Ohio Sprint Speedweek pre-
sented by Cometic Gasket finale,
Chad Kemenah officially takes con-
trol of the Arctic Cat All Star Circuit
of Champions title chase, holding a
mere 14 point advantage over de-
fending champion Dale Blaney
leading into Independence Day
weekend. 

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions will continue their 2016
campaign with a pair of events in
the state of Michigan. “Americaʼs
Series” will invade Hartford Speed-
way and I-96 Speedway during In-
dependence Day weekend,
highlighted with the inaugural Dirty

30 presented by Tony Stewart at I-
96 Speedway in Lake Odessa on
Sunday, July 3. Hartford Speedway
in Hartford, Michigan, will kick off
the holiday weekend doubleheader
with competition on Saturday night,
July 2. Each program will award
$5,000. 

Dirty 30 tickets at I-96 Speed-
way are now on sale.

Those interested should visit
www.allstarsprint.com, or visit Tick-
etforce online at https://tickets.tick-
etforce.com/eventperformances.as
p?evt=1474. 

Those seeking additional infor-
mation regarding the upcoming
events at Hartford Speedway and
I-96 Speedway should visit each fa-
cility  at www.hartfordspeedway.net
and www.i96speedway.com.

Hannagan Tames
Limaland for Arctic
Cat All Star Victory
LIMA, OH - Randy Hannagan

became the sixth different Arctic

Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
main event winner in the last seven
races on Friday night, taming Li-
maland Motorsports Park in Lima,
Ohio, during night seven of Ohio
Sprint Speedweek presented by
Cometic Gasket. “The Hurricane”
charged ahead from row six on the
main event starting grid, ultimately
climbing 11 positions in 40 laps, not
taking command officially until lap
38 and stealing the show from pole
sitter Jamie Veal. The Arctic Cat All
Star victory was the first of the
2016 season for Randy Hannagan. 

“Iʼm getting too old to run the
top,” Randy Hannagan said in vic-
tory lane. “I knew guys were going
to run the very top and run the very
bottom, so I decided to try the mid-

dle. I canʼt thank my guys enough
for their hard work and support.
Weʼve got a lot of laps at this track.
Feels good to get back to victory
lane.” 

Randy Hannagan patiently
worked his way forward from 12th
on the feature grid, utilizing the
middle of Limalandʼs high banked
quarter-mile for most of the dis-
tance.

The San Jose, California, native,
now residing in Pittsboro, Indiana,
cracked the top-three by lap 19, ig-
niting a four lap battle with Wooster,
Ohioʼs Sheldon Haudenschild for
second and third in the running
order. The pilot of the Ed Neumeis-
ter-owned/NAPA Upper Auto/No.
11N worked his way into second
permanently by lap 26, resetting his
focus on race leader Jamie Veal. 

A late race caution on lap 34
stacked the field back together for a
final time, putting Hannagan on the
back bumper of Veal.

Hannagan, still utilizing the mid-
dle of the speedway, made his bid

for the top spot on lap 38, driving
under Veal, who led every lap until
that point, just before the flagstand.
“The Hurricane” went on to sepa-
rate himself from the field during
the closing circuits, eventually fol-
lowed by Jamie Veal and Travis
Philo at the final checkers. It was
Hannaganʼs ninth career victory
with the Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions. 

“I want to thank all of the fans for
coming out tonight and supporting
this race,” said Hannagan. “The All
Star officials did a fantastic job
keeping this show organized. My
team and I are very happy to be
here. Weʼll head down to Eldora
Speedway tomorrow and try this
again.”

Ohio Sprint Speedweek presented by Cometic Gasket podium
photo: L to R - Tim Shaffer (3rd), Chad Kemenah (1st), Sheldon Hau-
denschild (2nd) (Vince Vellella /ASCC photo)
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s Jac Haudenschild Earns
$10,000 Ohio Sprint

Speedweek Finale at Eldora

Randy Hannagan celebrates win with family at Limaland Motor-
sports Park. (Vince Vellella /ASCC photo)



CHILLICOTHE,
OH - Kyle Larson
earned his second
Ohio Sprint Speed-
week presented by
Cometic Gasket vic-
tory of 2016 during
round six on Wednes-
day evening, June 22,
at Atomic Speedway.
Larson used traffic to

his advantage to garner the win,
taking command over race leader
Sheldon Haudenschild on lap 21.
From there, the Elk Grove, Califor-
nia, native cruised ahead and led
the last ten circuits to score the
$5,000 top prize. It was a fourth ca-
reer Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions victory for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series star,
his first at Atomic Speedway. Lar-
son is the first repeat winner of the
34th edition of Ohio Sprint Speed-
week presented by Cometic Gas-
ket. 

“My crew has been working their
tails off all week,” said Kyle Larson.
“Paul Silva actually found some
things wrong with our car and fixed
them overnight. It really made a
world of difference. I canʼt thank
him enough for allowing me to
come out here and have some fun
this week. Itʼs pretty cool to come
out here and be competitive
against a field like this.”

Kyle Larson started third on the
feature grid, maintaining third in the
running order at the completion of
lap one. After surviving a four lap
battle with Tim Shaffer for the third
spot, Larson moved on and started
his chase toward the front. 

By lap 14, Larson worked
around Cole Duncan for second,
utilizing the high side of turns one
and turn and the low side of turns
three and four. Heavy traffic started
to come into play for race leader
Sheldon Haudenschild by lap 18,
allowing Larson to close a near two
second gap. Larson made his win-
ning move on lap 21, driving under
the Wooster, Ohio, native near the
apron of turn three. Despite heavy
pressure by Cole Duncan, Sheldon
Haudenschild held on to finish sec-
ond, followed by Duncan, Tim Shaf-
fer, and Randy Hannagan. 

“I honestly didnʼt think Iʼd be up
here as a winner tonight” explained
Kyle Larson in victory lane. “I canʼt
thank you fans enough for coming

out tonight. That race was a lot of
fun. We were really fast all night
long and the track really gets good
when it widens out and slicks off
like that. I was able to get by Shel-
don there in traffic. The track was
starting to take a little bit of rubber.
I was able to find it before Sheldon
(Haudenschild). Happy to be back
here in victory lane. Already excited
to return.”

Clauson Scores First
Ever Arctic Cat All Star

Win During Ohio
Sprint Speedweek

HARTFORD, OH - For the first
time in his career, Bryan Clauson
earned top honors during Arctic Cat
All Star Circuit of Champions com-
petition, scoring round five of Ohio
Sprint Speedweek presented by
Cometic Gasket at Sharon Speed-
way in Hartford, Ohio. The No-
blesville, Indiana, native is the fifth
different feature winner during Ohio
Sprint Speedweek thus far, leading
the last 24 circuits to score the
$5,000 top prize. Cap Henry fol-
lowed Clauson to the finish, fol-
lowed by Danny Holtgraver, Dale
Blaney, and Dean Jacobs. 

“We were really good last year
when we were here, so I knew we
had a really good baseline to start
with,” explained Clauson, pilot of
the Cancer Treatment Centers of
America/Elk Grove Ford/No. 17W.
“My guys worked hard on this thing
all night. Sometimes we arenʼt
where we need to be every night,
but we keep getting better and bet-
ter. I just tried to get out front and

run as fast as I could.” 
Bryan Clauson started fourth on

the main event grid and raced his
way to third after the initial start.
Fortunately for Clauson, bad luck
struck early leader Chad Kemenah
on lap six, resulting in the Hunter
Racing entry nearly spinning to the
infield in turn four, collecting sec-
ond place running Caleb Griffith in
the process. Clauson inherited the
point, followed by Cap Henry and
Dean Jacobs.

Green flag action resumed with
Bryan Clauson showing the way.
The recent Indianapolis 500 starter
set the pace at the top of the
speedway, racing nearly unpres-
sured for the remaining distance.
Traffic came into play by the mid-
point of the race, allowing Cap
Henry and Dean Jacobs to close
the gap. Despite heavy traffic in-
creasing by lap 25 of 30, Clauson
kept his distance, ultimately be-
coming the 205th different Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
feature winner in series history. 

“I didnʼt think Iʼd win a race dur-
ing Ohio Sprint Speedweek, so this
is pretty cool,” said Bryan Clauson.
“This is really special. You look at

what we did a few nights ago and
youʼd think we would never be up
here. My guys just keep digging
and keep working hard. Iʼm glad to
put 30 solid laps together for them
tonight and get a win during Ohio
Sprint Speedweek.”

Ar
ct

ic 
Ca

t A
ll 

St
ar

Ci
rc

ui
t o

f C
ha

mp
ion

s

Kyle Larson celebrates his second Ohio Sprint Speedweek pre-
sented by Cometic Gasket victory of 2016. (Vince Vellella/ASCC
photo)

Kyle Larson First Repeat
Winner at Ohio Sprint

Speedweek presented by
Cometic Gasket Victory

Bryan Clauson celebrates his first ever Arctic Cat All Star win on
Saturday, June 21 at Sharon Speedway. (Vince Vellella/ASCC photo)

Magnolia
Motor

Speedway
Adjust July
Southern All
Star Event

FAYETTEVILLE,
TN - Magnolia Motor
Speedway officials &
the Southern All Stars
have adjusted the pro-
gram for  the annual
Governors Cup event
that is to be held at
the 3/8ths mile gumbo

track on July 16th.
The race will now be a one day

50 lap event that will pay $5,000 to
win and $400 to start.  Also on Fri-
day night July 15th there will be an
open practice session for this
event.

More information concerning
this event and the whole month of
racing in July for the Southern All
Star Dirt Racing Series will be re-
leased in a few days.

The next events for the South-
ern All Star Dirt Racing Series will
be on Saturday & Sunday July 2-3
at the Senoia Raceway in Senoia,
GA., a 40 lap $4,444 event the
Roscoe Smith Classic and then at
the Cochran Motor Speedway in
Cochran, GA., another 40 lap
$4,000 to win event. 

More information concerning
these races can be found at found
at www.senoiaraceway.com or
www.cochranspeedway.com.
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ALGER, WA -
Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
turned in a dominating
performance with the
Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network,
leading start to finish
at the Skagit Speed-
way for a $15,000
score in the 45th an-
nual Jim Raper Me-

morial Dirt Cup presented by Jack
in the Box.

Hafertepe's 11th career Lucas
Oil ASCS National Tour triumph,
the win is Sam's fourth National
Tour triumph of the season, and
marks his 10th podium appearance
of 2016.

Putting the win into words, Sam
stated, "You know, this is pretty
awesome. I know a lot of these
fans know that Rudeen gave me
my first opportunity up here so I
was able to get a lot of laps around
here. We won an Outlaw show
here, and tried the Dirt Cup a few
times with those guys and just
never got it done, so to come here
tonight, and get Dirt Cup in my car;
I just really have to thank Rudeen
for everything they've done for me
through the years because this it's
just awesome."

Gridding the lineup second, the
driver of the Keith Dobbs Motor-
sports No. 15h outgunned defend-
ing race winner, Jason Solwold into
the first two turns to begin building
a comfortable advantage.

Working the cushion at both
ends of the Skagit Speedway, traf-
fic became a major factor as the
race worked to the tenth lap, forc-
ing Sam to begin searching the bot-
tom.

Allowing the Mike Anderson
owned No. 18 to shave a few sec-
onds off Hafertepe's advantage,
the Texas native stayed out of dan-
ger, delivering slide jobs to the
slower cars in almost every corner.

Asked of his level of concern,
Sam said, "I was definitely con-
cerned. When you see the No. 87
rolling up on the board, and the No.
23, both are tough competitors and
I knew if they were able to get by
Jason [Solwold] they were going to
be pretty tough so I burned the tires
off just giving everything I could
give it. We were blistered on every
block because I was not conserv-
ing tires, I was trying to get a far

ahead of them guys as I could."
Out of that concern, Hafertepe

pulled to a nearly five second ad-
vantage as the race rolled just past
the half-way point before the cau-
tion flew on Lap 22 for Travis Ja-
cobson. With several lapped cars in
the lineup, Sam again pulled to a
comfortable advantage; leaving
Solwold to contend with the hard
charging No. 23 of Seth Bergman.

Working to second on the 24th
revolution, Bergman began closing
the gap on Hafertepe as Aaron
Reutzel went to work on Jason Sol-
wold for the third spot. Trading the
final podium step several times, the
Dissolvalloy No. 87 finally grabbed
the spot on Lap 33 with Blake Hahn
moving to fourth two laps later.

With the track still under green
flag conditions, Hafertepe was el-
bows up through traffic, lapping to
11th place en-route to the night's
$15,000 score.

Close quarters racing with Seth
Bergman in the closing laps that
saw the pair tap tires more than
once, Aaron Reutzel from 10th
gabbed the runner-up spot on Lap
39. The silver medal performance
is the second time in as many
years for Reutzel.

"I felt like I gave this one away
last night. If I'd just finished top four,
I think we might have won this
thing. We by far had one of the
fastest racecars. We had one cau-
tion and drove up through there but
on that one restart, there were
probably six lapped cars we had to
go through before we even got to
Sam but this is nothing to hang our
heads about. We've had such a
tough year, we needed this as a
team. Me and Marty needed this to
build up a little confidence."

Despite a massive fuel leak on
the Corridor Electric No. 23 during
the closing laps, Washington's Seth
Bergman held on to finish third.

"It seems like no matter where
me and the No. 87 car are on the
track, whether it's for the lead, or
10th place, we always seem to
race hard, but hats off to Sam and
those guys, they did a great job,"
commented Seth gave another tip
of the hat to Aaron for the close, but
clean race.

"This is a good top three in my
opinion. I had a run on Sam there
late in the race, and I really thought
I was going to have something for
him but I got the wing a little far
back and got tight in traffic, and you

can't make those mistakes with
Aaron behind you but really, I'm just
happy we didn't catch on fire. I had
a fuel line come off with six to go
and I was soaked so I was just try-
ing to hold on and finish in once
piece. I'm grateful to be standing
here on the podium after that and
after the way our weekend started
last night."

Jason Solwold was shuffled to
fifth, but would end up fourth after
Blake Hahn was disqualified for
failing to report to the scales.
Johnny Herrera moved up one to
complete the top-five.

Wayne Johnson from ninth was
sixth with Chase Goetz charging
from 19th to seventh. Friday's win-
ner, Marc Duperron, was eighth
with Logan Forler and Cam Smith
making up the top-ten.

Five Heat Races on Saturday
night went to Seth Bergman, Eric
Fisher, Wayne Johnson, Travis Ja-
cobson, and Colton Heath. Quali-
fier wins were scored by Matt
Covington, Aaron Reutzel, and
Logan Forler. B-Main wins went to
Travis Rilat and Skylar Gee. In all,
44 drivers took part in the rain
shortened 2016 Jim Raper Memo-
rial Dirt Cup presented by Jack in
the Box.

Up next, the Lucas Oil ASCS
presented by the MAVTV Motor-
sports Network heads for Grays
Harbor Raceway in Elma, Wash.
for the Fred Brownfield Classic on
Friday, July 1 and Saturday, July 2.

Marc Duperron
Triumphs In ASCS Dirt

Cup Prelim Night
ALGER, WA - A brand new car,

the season's first race, and it cul-
minates in a win. Sounds like a
story fit for Disney, but the fairytale
is true as Canada's Marc Duperron
was the class of the field at Wash-

ington's Skagit Speedway in the
kick off to the 45th Jim Raper Me-
morial Dirt Cup presented by Jack
in the Box.

Only Marc's third Lucas Oil
ASCS National Tour A-Feature
start, the driver of the Apri's
North/KPC Chassis No. 11eh is the
133rd different winner in Lucas Oil
ASCS competition and is the 10th
different winner in 2016. Marc
Duperron is also the first Canadian
to score a win against the Lucas Oil
ASCS presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network.

The win is also a first for Duper-
ron at the Skagit Speedway.

"I was just thinking, if you would
have asked me about Wednesday
night on the way up here with this
being out first race of the season, I
would tell you that you were full of
crap if you'd would have said this
car was going to be up front, but
hats off to the guys that work on
this thing," said Duperron, who led
flag-to-flag on Friday night.

"It's been nine months. I could
have had a baby since I was in the
car last but we had a lot of luck go
our way and lot of good guys on
this car."

Surviving several rounds of reds
and cautions on the start of the A-
Feature, that collected Seth
Bergman, Jake Helsel, Travis Rilat,
and Chase Goetz; each restart was
a challenge as Jason Solwold
charged every line in an attempt for
the lead. Able to take the lead at
one point, the red flag brought the
field back to the last fully completed
lap.

Protecting the bottom as the
race finally got rolling, the leaders
found light traffic at the race's half-
way point. Working around a few
slower cars, the caution again flew
as Justin Youngquist and Wayne
Johnson spun to a stop top in the 

(Continued Next Page)
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Dominates 45th Annual Jim
Raper Memorial Dirt Cup

Sam Hafertepe Jr. celebrates his Jim Raper Memorial Dirt Cup win
in victory lane at Skagit Speedway. (Lisa Dynes/ASCS photo)



Continued…

second turn.
Attached again by

the defending Dirt Cup
Champion, Duperron
kept it smooth and
clean, winning by
1.339 seconds.

Crossing second,
Jason Solwold's 21st
career Lucas Oil
ASCS National Tour
feature start put the
Mike Anderson owned
No. 18 in the A-Fea-
ture on Saturday
night.

"We had him on
that one restart, and I don't know
how many we had with all those
cars crashing, it seemed like we
were never going to make a lap,"
commented Jason on his attempts
at the lead.

"We never really got into lapped
traffic, so I'm kind of curious to
know what would have happened
there but we just got beat; but we'll
take second today."

Quite a turnaround from his
2015 Dirt Cup debut, Blake Hahn
put the Lucas Oil/CSR Garage No.
52 on the final podium step.

"We're really happy to lock into
this big show. It's such a big deal
and after last year, we'll take any-
thing. We hurt two cars while we
were up there, so we're just really
happy we had a good night. Lock-
ing it in just makes in ever better,"
said Hahn of his third podium finish

of the season.
Sam Hafertepe, Jr. from ninth,

grabbed the final transfer into Sat-
urday's A-Feature. The Sunnyvale,
Texas native was chased to the line
by Cam Smith to complete the top-
five.

From 16th, Logan Forler finished
sixth with Johnny Herrera, from a
B-Main, moving through the field to
seventh from 17th. Colton Heath
from 15th crossed eighth with
Jared Petersen and Trey Starks
completing the top-ten. Starks from
21st was the night's FSR Radiator
Hard Charger.

With the weather keeping some
away, 43 drivers made the call for
Friday night's preliminary show-
down. Five Heat Races went to
Eric Fisher, Skylar Gee, Jason Sol-
wold, Marc Duperron, and Seth
Bergman.

Qualifiers were topped by
Wayne Johnson, Sam Hafertepe,
Jr., and Blake Hahn.

The night's B-Main wins went to
Johnny Herrera and Canada's
Steve Reeves.

Michael Miller Wins
Again Against Lucas
Oil ASCS Southern

Outlaw Sprints
MOULTON, AL - Michael Miller

picked up win No. 2 on the 2016
season with the Lucas Oil ASCS
Southern Outlaw Sprints, scoring
his first ASCS victory at the Moul-
ton Speedway in Moulton, Ala. on
Friday night.

Racing to the lead from the third
starting spot, Miller was followed to
the finish by Morgan Turpen with
Arkansas shoe, Derek Hagar, mak-
ing up the night's podium. Brad
Loyet and Marshall Skinner
rounded out the top-five.

Terry Gray, Kyle Amerson, Jeff
Willingham, Ryan Moore, and
Shane Morgan completed the top-
ten.

Lucas Oil ASCS
SOS Cut Short at

Fort Payne
FT. PAYNE, AL - The Lucas Oil

ASCS Southern Outlaw Sprints

saw their night cut short at the Fort
Payne Motor Speedway as rains
moved in and put an end to the
night's festivities just after Heat
Races.

All drivers will receive show-up
points based on the number of cars
in attendance. Since 14 drivers
drew in, all drivers will receive 14th
place points.

The next outing for the Lucas Oil
ASCS Southern Outlaw Sprints is
Friday, July 1 and Saturday, July 2
at Hattiesburg Speedway in Hat-
tiesburg, Miss. For continued up-
dates on the Lucas Oil ASCS
Southern Outlaw Sprints, log onto
www.ascsracing.com.
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Michael Miller celebrates his win at Moulton Speedway Friday
night after coming home with the win in the ASCS Southern Out-
law Sprints. (ascsracing.com photo)

BOSWELL, IN -
The Hoosier Tire Mid-
west Sprint Car Series
capped the first half of
the season with an ap-
pearance at Daugh-
erty Speedway. The
3/8s mile oval was a
new hunting ground
for many of the MSCS
drivers on hand to
support the series. But
some of the veterans
had been there be-
fore. One of those was

Mitch Wissmiller. The Saybrook, IL,
driver and former MSCS Champion
came to race. His car was fast. The
inversion based on the redraw put
his sprint car on the pole for the
feature. He shot into the lead and
that is where he ran for the entire
25 laps. The victory was worth
$2,000!

Nick Bilbee also had a fast ma-
chine. The Indianapolis driver had
posted the second fastest qualify-
ing time. Bilbee closely followed by
Carson Short took up the pursuit of
Wissmiller. The three left the field
behind and were soon in lapped
traffic which in itself presented
packs of cars to contend with at
times. On the final lap Bilbee
closed in and finished just .054
seconds behind the winner.  Car-
son Short was only a second off the
winning pace in third place.

Chris Gurley and Jon Stan-
brough were immersed in a race of
their own. The two veteran drivers
battled for the fourth spot through-
out the event. Gurley
prevailed. Stan-
brough was fifth in
the Paul Hazen
sprinter. Rookie Tyler
Hewitt finished sixth.
Brandon Mattox was

next, having returned to the seat of
his own number 28. Kent Schmidt
pitted in the infield work area on a
caution to replace a tire. He re-
joined the race before the green
flag and moved back up through
the field to finish eighth. Brandon
Morin and Donny Brackett rounded
out the top ten.

Chad Davenport picked up the
Wilwood Tuff Brakes Award in fin-
ishing eleventh. Brandon Morin
was the Keizer Aluminum Wheels
Hard Charger of the Race. He was
the only driver who was able to
gain more than 3 spots. There was
only one caution period in the fea-
ture followed by the very quick final
8 laps!

Corey Smith from Kokomo, IN,
had the overall fastest time during
group qualifying. Smith turned a lap
of 13.905 seconds. However he
was an early scratch in the racing
program and did not compete in the
heat races. Rookie Nevil Algie fin-
ished his heat with smoke pouring
from his car due to a blown head
gasket. He was not able to start the
feature. Ken Drangmeister lost an
engine in the feature.

A big holiday weekend is next up
on the Midwest Sprint Car Series
schedule. MSCS will be racing Sat-
urday July 2nd to headline the sec-
ond night of the Bill Gardner
Sprintacular at the Lincoln Park
Speedway.

Sunday evening July 3rd MSCS
will be involved in the Southern In-
diana Sprint Stampede at Tri-State
Speedway.
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Wissmiller Number One at
Daugherty MSCS Show



HAUBSTADT, IN -
If the weather and
Brandon Sheppard
had anything to say
about it, Bobby Pierce
would have been left
jilted on Sunday night
at Tri-State Speedway
but Pierce was able to
hold off both as he
claimed his fifth Sum-
mer Nationals victory
of the season and the

Heartland Tour Week title.
Ryan Unzicker led through the

first 12 laps of the night's rain-short-
ened feature, but it was Pierce and
Sheppard who stole the show.
Pierce took the lead on lap 13 and
Sheppard took over second two
laps later. What commenced was
an intense back-and-forth battle
between the two drivers for the
lead.

Sheppard took the lead on mul-
tiple occasions but Pierce battled
back each time - officially Sheppard
never led a lap.

As the battle continued, rain
began to fall on Tri-State on lap 36
and the caution flag flew two laps
later as the rain turned heavy.
DIRTcar officials called the race at
lap 38, giving Pierce his fifth win of
the season and 12th of his career.
Pierce also claimed the Heartland
Tour week bonus.

"Oh man, that was probably one
of the craziest races I've been in,"
Pierce said. "Me and Sheppy
throwing some awesome sliders,
and between lapped traffic and
everything, it was just crazy."

The DIRTcar Summer Nationals
takes Monday off as the grueling
tour grinds on on Tuesday at
Clarksville (Tenn.) Speedway.

Follow the Summer Nationals
and Summit Modified Nationals on
Twitter at Twitter.com/SummerNa-
tionals or on Facebook at Face-
book.com/SummerNationals. Stay
up-to-date with the latest news
from the series throughout the lead
up and the summer on the series'
websites at TheHellTour.com and
ModifiedNationals.com.

Brandon Sheppard
Earns Hard Fought

Fairbury Win 
FAIRBURY, IL - It was not an

easy win, but Brandon Sheppard
held tough and fought back chal-
lenges Saturday night at Fairbury

American Legion Speedway to
claim his first Summer Nationals
victory of the season. 

Sheppard started the feature on
the outside pole with veteran Billy
Moyer next to him. Moyer jumped
out to an early lead. Sheppard got
around him on lap three but Moyer
battled back. He cruised through
the next 20 laps with Sheppard
glued to the high-side of the track
and fighting to maintain his second
place position, which he lost briefly
at the midpoint of the feature. 

Sheppard found another open-
ing on lap 26 and held the top spot
for two laps but Moyer again bat-
tled back to the lead. This time,
Shannon Babb was on the move
and took the top spot from Moyer -
but again, only briefly. On a lap 35
restart, Sheppard, who at that point
was in fourth, blasted forward re-
taking third from Jimmy Mars, then
second from Moyer. Using that high
line, Sheppard then fought past
Babb to retake the lead. 

It was smooth sailing to the end. 
"I knew I just had to hit my marks

and not bobble," Sheppard said.
"The cushion was like a one-foot
brick wall all the way around the
top. It was really hard. And the tire
rule that we're on, my left-rear (tire)
would die after about five laps and
I'd just have to run sideways all the
way around the corner and hope
not to push, because my right-front
wouldn't steer either. We just tried
to hit our marks and keep every-
thing together, and we did." 

Moyer finished second and
Jimmy Mars in third. Bobby Pierce,
who finished eighth, continues to
hold a strong points lead over sec-
ond place Mike Marlar.

Erb Jr. Dominates
Summer Nationals at

Spoon River 
CANTON, IL - Dennis Erb Jr.,

fresh of his win at the Dirt Late
Model Dream, came into Thursday
night's DIRTcar Summer Nationals
at Spoon River Speedway with the
wind at his back and did it ever
show. 

Erb cruised to a dominant victory
over Billy Moyer and Bobby Pierce
in the 50-lap feature and scored the
$10,000 payday. 

"I didn't know if it was easy or
not," Erb said. "The car was good
and I didn't see anybody challenge
me there. We were able just to get

out front and I didn't feel no chal-
lenge, so I just kept driving my
line." 

Erb started the feature on the
pole and and easily pulled away
from Moyer through the opening
half of the feature. A caution flag
flew on lap 28, but Erb maintained
when the feature returned to green.
Through traffic in the closing laps,
Moyer tried to close the gap on Erb
but was unable to make a move. 

The win was the 20th Summer
Nationals victory of Erb's career. 

Pierce charged through the field
and battled past Mike Marlar to fin-
ish in third. He added to his Sum-
mer Nationals points lead.

Bobby Pierce
Continues to Roll with

Jacksonville Win 
JACKSONVILLE, IL - Bobby

Pierce continued his Summer Na-
tionals dominance Tuesday night at
Jacksonville Speedway's ILMO
Propane Wildman Kelly Classic as
he battled Mike Marlar to score his
third win so far this season. 

Pierce, the 19-year-old reigning
Summer Nationals champion,
came into the Heartland Tour kick
off at Jacksonville after the first
Monday break. After setting a new
track record of 11.783 during qual-
ifying, Pierce started the 40-lap fea-
ture in sixth with Marlar on the pole. 

Pierce very quickly powered
through the field once the green
flag fell and found his way around
the leader Marlar on lap 14.
Through the remaining laps, Pierce
was in a class all his own as Marlar
looked for some way to catch the
No. 32. Just before a caution on lap
37, Pierce nearly had the entire
field lapped, having caught the bat-
tle for third at that point. 

Pierce easily closed out the
night with his second win in a row
and third in five races. It was his

10th career Summer Nationals vic-
tory. 

"Man, it's starting off really
good," Pierce said. "I just hope it
keeps going." 

Marlar, who has consistently
been up front through the still
young Summer Nationals tour,
closed out the night in second with
Michael Kloos getting a hard fought
third place finish.

Pierce Battles Billy
Moyer for Tri-City Win

PONTOON BEACH, IL - Friday
night's Summer Nationals feature
at Tri-City Speedway played out
very similarly to Cedar Lake as Billy
Moyer and Bobby Pierce battled it
out for the win. This time though the
young gun, Pierce, got the better of
the veteran, Moyer, to score his
fourth Summer Nationals victory of
the season. 

The two drivers started on the
feature front row together and bat-
tled side-by-side through the open-
ing laps. Pierce made his move for
the lead on lap 10 and took it from
the Hall of Famer. Pierce built up a
strong lead through the remaining
laps as Moyer worked to run him
down, but, in the end, Moyer could-
n't catch the 19-year-old Pierce. 

"You know, just growing up and
watching Billy like that, I've always
kind of wanted this race. You know,
me and him - kind of just a duel
match between me and him,"
Pierce said. "When we drew the
front row together, I was like, 'all
right, this could be my chance to
race Billy, just me and and him,'
and hopefully try to beat him." 

With his $10,000 feature win,
Pierce continues to add to his se-
ries points lead and Heartland Tour
weekly championship lead. 

Ryan Unzicker, Chris Simpson
and Brandon Sheppard rounded
out the top five at Tri-City.
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Brandon Sheppard for
Tri-State Win

Bobby Pierce holds off Brandon Sheppard for win at Tri-State
Speedway. (Jim Denhamer photo)



Bowman Gray
Stadium

W I N S T O N -
SALEM, NC - A race
can change in an in-
stant at Bowman Gray
Stadium, and one
wrong move can mean
the difference between
winning and wrecking.

Jason Myers of
Walnut Cove had to
fight hard but was able
to keep his lead and
win the first 25-lapper
for the Bradʼs Golf
Cars Modified Series.
In the second race,

Randy Butner of Pfafftown claimed
the checkered after the hard-racing
front runners took each other out.

The eveningʼs competition
started out on a strong note for
Myers: he turned the fastest quali-
fying lap, giving him a pole-position
start. But the dayʼs practice ses-
sions didnʼt go so smoothly. “The
radiator was leaking before prac-
tice, so we had to really bust hind
end and get the radiator changed
out in it,” said Myers. “We barely
made it out to practice, but the car
was good. We made our adjust-
ments and everything worked out.”

Starting on the outside front row
beside Jason was Defending
Champion Tim Brown of Tobaccov-
ille. The initial start was a dramatic
battle for the lead as the two col-
lided repeatedly, eventually send-
ing Brown wide and causing him to
fall back through the field.

“Tim was banging nerf bars. I
gave him the whole outside. He hit
my nerf bar getting into three, he hit
my nerf bar taking off of four, and
he hit me getting into one. So if heʼs
asking himself why he ended up in
the marbles, he can watch the
video,” said Myers. “Iʼve got the
preferred line, thereʼs no need for
me to try to run over him.”

“Thatʼs how youʼve got to win
over here,” continued Myers. “Tim
was doing what he had to do to
win, and so was I. Iʼm not just going
to lay down and let him have it.”

Once Myers clinched the pole
and defended his lead, he led a
cautionless 25 laps to claim the
checkered flag. Brother Burt Myers
of Walnut Cove finished on his
bumper in second.

The “Madhouse Scramble” sent
Joseph “Bobo” Brown of Winston-
Salem to the pole for the start of the
second race, with Ronnie Clifton of
Walkertown on the outside front
row.

Clifton and Brown tangled for the
lead, sending Clifton careening into

the turn four guardrail. Moving up
to second in his place was brother
Michael Clifton of Walkertown. The
battle picked up as the two fought
for the lead – this time, both Joseph
Brown and Michael Clifton were
taken out as a result of the hard
racing.

Seizing on the opportunity,
Randy Butner of Pfafftown rock-
eted from third up to take over the
lead and the win. “All of those guys
are hungry. We all want to win,”
said Butner. “You see them get to-
gether – theyʼre running these cars
to the absolute limit, and theyʼre
going to occasionally get together
and wreck.”

The victory was welcome to a
team that was losing morale.
“Weʼve been struggling all year.
Weʼre having chassis handling
problems, and weʼve been working
on it. Sometimes I think weʼre
about to get it, and then we lose the
handle on it,” said Butner, who had-
nʼt been in Victory Lane in over
three years. “You get to racing so
long without a win, you think Iʼm
never going to win again. And then
on a night you feel youʼre really not
at your best, something happens
and you break through and win.”

Daniel Yates of Lexington came
in second behind Butner, with Jun-
ior Miller of Winston-Salem finish-
ing third.

In the Yates Grading and Paving
Sportsman Series, Kevin Neal of
Walkertown was the man to beat in
Saturdayʼs 60-lapper. Over seven
double-file restarts, he battled with
Gary Ledbetter of Winston-Salem,
Michael Adams of Yadkinville, Zack
Clifton of Walkertown, John Holle-
man of Winston-Salem, and
Michael Tilley of Winston-Salem –
yet Neal emerged victorious every
time. He claimed the checkered
with Holleman finishing second.

Brian Wall of Lexington brought
home the win in the Q104.1 New
Country Street Stock Series. In the
McDowell Heating & Air Stadium
Stock Series, Billy Cameron, Jr. of
Salisbury and Rob Strmiska of Lex-
ington each won a 15-lapper.

Bowman Gray Stadium
WINSTON-SALEM, NC -

NASCAR Officials have issued
penalties after an incident between
competitors in the pit area during
the June 18th event at Bowman
Gray Stadium.

Joe Ryan Osborne has been

suspended from competition at
Bowman Gray Stadium for a period
of three race meets after maneu-
vering his car in an unsafe manner
through the pit area. David Hill and
Randell 

Smith have been suspended
from competition at Bowman Gray
Stadium for a period of two race
meets for confrontation in the pit
area.

These penalties apply to com-
petition in Bowman Gray Stadiumʼs
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries events and will not affect com-
petition in other NASCAR series.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - Defend-

ing Grandview Speedway Modified
point champion and current point
leader Craig VonDohren damaged
his primary car in his qualifying
event forcing him to go to a back-
up car in the consolation race. The
multi-time track champion was able
to win the consolation and then
started 22nd in the T.P. Trailers
NASCAR 358 Modified All-Ameri-
can Racing Series 30-Lap feature
sponsored by Bechtelsville Car
Wash on Saturday night at Grand-
view Speedway. By the 14th lap he
was in a three-way battle for first
with Kenny Gilmore and Kyle
Weiss. VonDohren overtook sec-
ond on the 22nd lap to pressure
Gilmore as the pair approached lap
traffic. The lead changed with two
laps left with VonDohren now in
front and he went on to capture his
third win of the season and Grand-
view career win number 98. He
also received $250 from T.P. Trail-
ers, Limerick and $150 worth of
products from V.P. Racing Fuels for
running their gas and carrying the
proper decals.

Brad Arnold put a crate engine in
the WEEU 830 AM Radio spon-
sored mount and won his first 25-
lap Sportsman feature of the
season and his second career win
– the last one being July 11, 2015.
He was also awarded an extra
$100 from T.P. Trailers.

The 25-Lap TSRS Sprint feature
winner was Dave Brown by a nar-
row margin over runner-up Tim
Tanner Jr.

The TP Trailers NASCAR 358
Modifieds will head up the triple-
header show set for Saturday, July
2nd at 7:30 p.m. Whelen Engineer-
ing will sponsor the night of racing
that will also include the BRC Late
Models and Sportsman. Gates
open at 5:30 p.m. And again on
Saturday there will be a Low Down
and Dirty Radio Meet & Greet fea-
turing racers and their race cars. It
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Jason Myers and family smile in Winnerʼs Circle after his victory
in the first Modified race. (Eric Hylton Photography photo)

After winning the second Modified race, Randy Butner receives
his victory trophy. (Eric Hylton Photography photo)



Dodge City
Raceway Park

DODGE CITY, KS
- Brendon Gemmill
turned in a dominant
performance to cap-
ture his first 20-lap
IMCA Modified feature
win of the year during
Saturdayʼs H&H Roof-
ing Night atop the 3/8-
mile Dodge City
Raceway Park clay
oval.

While the Ponca
City, OK, native cap-
tured his first DCRP
win since last yearʼs

season finale, other H&H Roofing
Night winners included Jeff Kaup in
IMCA Sport Modifieds, Michael
Pepper in IMCA Stock Cars and
Bryan Habiger in IMCA Hobby
Stocks.

Gemmill started the 20-lap IMCA
Modified feature event from the
front row outside and led through-
out to capture the win by nearly a
straightaway in the No. g3 entry.

After a pair of incidents elimi-
nated one-third of the 21-car field
before a lap was completed, Gem-
mill gunned into the lead and was
a straightaway ahead of Tracy Link
and Ryan Heger when the caution
flew after eight laps.

While his lead was erased,
Gemmill wasted little time reestab-
lishing his advantage and held it to
the line.  In his wake, Heger raced
into second and held the spot the
rest of the way with Link, Tom
Beavers and William Nusser round-
ing out the top five.

In the 12-lap IMCA Sport Modi-
fied main event, Woodwardʼs Jeff
Kaup took over at the midway point
and raced on to his third victory of
the year.

While three-time and reigning
champ Kaup worked forward from
fifth, Alex Wiens paced the opening
handful of laps before running afoul
of infield tire.  Kaup assumed the
point and led the rest of the way to
take the checkered flag ahead of
Kevin Tabor and Jeremy Sigler.

Lakinʼs Michael Pepper kept his
roll going in the IMCA Stock Cars
with a late move around Marlin
Hogie to win the 12-lapper.

Hogie led the opening nine
rounds before the defending cham-
pion raced by on the high side with
just over two laps remaining to cap-
ture his fifth win of the season and
third in a row ahead of Hogie and
Brett Copeland.

In IMCA Hobby Stock action, In-
galls shoe Bryan Habiger broke a
DCRP victory lane dry spell by win-

ning his first 12-lap feature in sev-
eral years.

Habiger battled past David
Berger on the third lap and raced
the rest of the way to the checkered
flag unabated ahead of Duane
Wahrman and Reagan Sellard.

Racing action resumes at Dodge
City Raceway Park with next week-
endʼs “Boothill Showdown” Steve
King Memorial on July 1-2 featuring
$10,000-to-win NCRA Sprint Cars,
$2,000-to-win URSS vs. DCRP
Sprint Cars and Colorado Lightning
Sprints.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - The start

was crucial according to winner
Davie Franek, of Wantage, N.J.,
after the Newville Family of Com-
panies 360 Sprint Car feature was
over. Franek marked his second
straight win at the speedway as
well as his second Firecracker 30
win in a row Saturday night at
Selinsgrove Speedway. 

Franek went by Mark Smith in
turn four on the first lap and never
relinquished the race lead. A great
battle for third between Larry Kelle-
her, Matt Campbell, and Derek
Locke was interrupted by a yellow
flag on lap 10. The field was
brought back to Franek's rear
bumper and Mark Smith pulled
even with Franek on the restart, but
quickly settled back into second.
Smith would stay there until the
checkered flag. 

Locke worked by Kelleher for
third. Eric Tomecek rounded out the
top five finishers. Jason Schultz
was sixth followed by the IBEW
Local Union 1319 hard charger
Nate Snyder. Matt Campbell took
the top honors for the 358 engine
competitors from Newville Family
of Companies and Lelands.com.
Campbell finished eighth with
Michael Walter and Jim Shuster the

top ten finishers. 
Franek and Campbell were the

sprint car heat race winners.
Coleby Frye picked a good num-

ber to allow the 0 car to start at the
front. His goal was to stay there for
the full 25 laps in the second race
of the Moon Shine Camo Route 35
Challenge Series. Frye looked to
be the car to beat while Bryan
Bernheisel and Jeff Rine ran sec-
ond and third.

Bernheisel kept Frye in his
sights, but was not able to close in
until a yellow flag on lap 15
changed the whole outlook on the
race. Frye got out of shape on the
restart and the top three drivers
went three wide on the restart. Frye
and Bernheisel made contact and
Rine flew into the race lead. 

Rine led a hard charging Chad
Hollenbeck when another yellow
flag bunched up the field on lap 23.
Rine was in search of his 100th ca-
reer Selinsgrove feature win when
the green flag flew. Rine got away
from Hollenback on the start and
never looked back taking win 100.
It was Rine's fourth win of the sea-
son. 

Hollenbeck finished in second
with Andy Haus rounding out the
podium finishers. Bernheisel fin-
ished in fourth. Tim Wilson gained
a bunch of spots at the end to finish
in fifth. Danny Snyder, Steve
Campbell, Coleby Frye, Dylan
Yoder, and Mike Lupfer rounded
out the top ten finisher. Heat race
wins went to Frye, Snyder, and
Rine. Jason Smith was the conso-
lation winner.

Lori Croop led the A&A Auto
Stores Pro Stocks to the green flag
for the popular stock divisionʼs fea-
ture event on Saturday night.
Croop led the first two laps before
ninth place starter Brad Mitch
jumped to the inside on the home
stretch to take the top spot. Mitch

went much of the race unchal-
lenged, but a late race restart gave
the field a shot to take the race win
away from Mitch. 

Tommy Slanker restarted sec-
ond with one lap to go after grab-
bing the spot from Matt Wilson.
Slanker followed Mitch into turn
one and used the inside to chal-
lenge Mitch coming to the check-
ered flag out of turn four. Mitch held
on for his second win of the season
and his 21st of his career at Selins-
grove Speedway. 

Slanker finished in second fol-
lowed by Wilson. Jason Zook drove
the s8 to a fourth place finish after
starting 11th. Jake Buck had a
strong run to round out the top five
finishers. The top ten finishers in-
cluded Jim Payne, Matt Horn-
berger, Jeff Ceballa, Nate Herman,
and Peanut Heintzelman. There
was a pair of new heat race win-
ners for the Pro Stocks on Satur-
day when Matt Wilson and John
Troxell took checkered.

Ryan Leister was challenged for
much of the Roadrunner feature by
Keith Bissinger. Even on the final
tour of the track Bissinger kept the
pressure on Leister. Leister power
around the final corner and
grabbed the final checkered flag of
the evening. Bissinger came home
in second. Two-time winner this
year Dustin Snook, Ray Zook, and
Corey Kepner rounded out the five
finishers.

There will be no racing next Sat-
urday (July 2nd) at the Speedway.
Sunday, July 3, will be race day at
7:30 p.m. with the 410 Sprint Car
Speedweek Finale plus the 305
Sprint Cars and the Pro Stocks
have been added in a non-point
event. The race will pay tribute to
Jan Opperman and Dick Bogar.

Saturday, July 9th, is the
rescheduled PEPSI Pack the Track
night $5 general admission plus
Kids Night featuring the 360 Sprint
Cars, Late Models, Pro Stocks, and
Roadrunners. There will also be
kids bike, big wheel, and power
wheels races.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - When

thereʼs more money in the pot, race
drivers tend to drive a little harder.
Which should make the Thunder
Road Harley- Davidson 200 at
South Boston Speedway on July 1
a real barn-burner.

Track officials announced over
the weekend that in addition to the
traditional $5,000-to-win the big
pre-July 4th extravaganza, $3,000
in additional bonuses have been

(Continued on next page…)

Sh
or
Tr
ac
k

Brendon Gemmill poses with his family in Dodge City Raceway
Parkʼs victory lane after a dominant performance to win the H&H
Roofing Night 20-lap feature. (DCRP photo)



(Continued…)

added to the overall
purse for the nightʼs
races.

The Late Model
pole winner will re-
ceive a $500 award
and the driver leading
at the half-way break
of the 200-lapper will
get a $1,000 bonus. In
a novel approach,
three drivers from 11th
on back will receive
$500 a piece in a ran-
dom draw at halfway.
In addition, the Limited
Sportsman pole win-

ner will receive a $300 bonus and
the Budweiser Pure Stock pole win-
ner will receive a $100 bonus.

The winner of the Budweiser
Pure Stock race will be awarded
the Clark Daniel Memorial Trophy
in honor of the long-time Pure
Stock supporter who died earlier
this year.

Crystal Day, a South Boston na-
tive who is now a recording artist
and actress living in Nashville, will
perform patriotic songs during the
pre-race fan appreciation event on
the track.

The increased incentives for the
Thunder Road Harley-Davidson
200 were announced at last Satur-
day nightʼs driversʼ meeting and
there was an instant buzz about the
July 1 event among competitors.

“With all the excitement thatʼs al-
ready in the July 1 race and then
throw in that extra money and, it
makes a driver get up on the
wheel,” said Bobby McCarty, who
finished fourth in each of last Sat-
urday nightʼs two Late Model races.
“Itʼs already a whole different deal
for this race with the show and the
fireworks. This just makes it even
bigger for everybody.”

South Boston Speedway has
experienced an incredible car
count this season, averaging over
26 Late Models a night. Some driv-
ers believe that number will go up
for the July 1 race.

“I think it definitely is going to
make everyone take more
chances, but weʼve all still got the
same goal: to finish as good as we
can,” said Justin Carroll, who has
finished in the top 10 in every race
this season and is fifth in the points.

“I think itʼs definitely good. Iʼm
surprised at the extra money from
11th on back. You donʼt see many
tracks do something like that. Itʼs
good for the guys back there. And I
think all the money added is going
to help attract more cars.”

The July 1 race is the longest

and richest Late Model race of the
year at South Boston Speedway
and headlines a four-race card.
The nightʼs action will also include
a 100-lap Limited Sportsman Divi-
sion race, a 50-lap race for the
Budweiser Pure Stock Division and
a 15-lap race for the Budweiser
Hornets Division.

After the nightʼs racing action
has concluded, fans will be treated
to a dazzling fireworks show to
round out the night.

Advance tickets are $15 and will
be available at the South Boston
Speedway office until 5 p.m. on
Thursday, June 30. Tickets at the
gate on race day will be $20 for
adults and $10 for youth ages 7-12.
Kids ages six and under will be ad-
mitted free with a paid adult.

Grandstand gates will open at
4:30 p.m. and the first race of the
night will get the green flag at 7
p.m.

Lonesome Pine Raceway
COEBURN, VA - Nate Monteith

picked up his first wins of the sea-
son Saturday night at Lonesome
Pine Raceway in the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series Late
Model Stock Car ranks.

Monteith qualified second to
Texasʼ Cole Glasson for the first 35-
lap Late Model Stock feature. On
the opening lap of the race, Mon-
teith would pull to the top spot over
Glasson.

At the halfway mark, 2014 track
champion Wayne Hale began to
work on Glasson for second place,
completing the pass shortly there-
after. Monteith would continue to
lead, but Hale was making up
ground.

With five laps remaining in the
race, Hale had made it to the rear
bumper of Monteithʼs machine.
Monteith would hold Hale off and
take the win, his win at Lonesome
Pine since 2012.

Monteith and Hale would start
side by side for the second Late
Model feature of the night.

Monteith would take the lead
over Hale on the opening lap,
bringing Glasson along from the
third place starting spot.

The first yellow flag of the race
would wave on lap four when the
No. 17 machine of Greg Bohannon
Jr. stalled on the backstretch.

Back under green, Monteith
would regain the lead, with Hale re-
taking second from Glasson. Lap
20 would see the second caution
period of the race when Steve De-
skin spun in turn two, collecting
Dalton Hopkins.

Monteith would again pull to the
lead on the restart while Hale and

Glasson went into a hard battle for
second place real-estate. After
three laps of battle, Glasson would
root Hale out of the way and take
over the position.

With six laps remaining, the yel-
low flag would fly again when the
No. 51 of Blake Orr went around at
the exit of turn two.

With the green flag waving once
again, Monteith would battle with
Glasson for the top spot until lap 33
when the final caution was trig-
gered for a spin by Danny Casteel
in turn four.

Set for a green-white-
checkered restart, Monteith would
get the jump on the restart, with
Glasson coming on strong from
second. On the final lap, Monteith
and Glasson would continue to bat-
tle, with Glasson able to get only to
Monteithʼs rear bumper. The duo
would exit the final turn coming to
the checkered nose to tail, as Mon-
teith captured the win.

“It feels good to be back in Vic-
tory Lane,” said Monteith. “It feels
like this is the way itʼs supposed to
be.”

Monteith lost his grandfather just
two weeks ago and the two-time
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries Tennessee state champion
said he knows his papaw would ap-
prove.

“I know this would have made
papaw proud,” added Monteith.

Monteith spoke about the han-
dling on his car and also a problem
he experienced in the second fea-
ture.

“The car was a little tight in the
first race,” Monteith said.” The first
half of the second race it was really,
really good. Then we had that cau-
tion at lap 20 and the brake pedal
went to the floor. I ran the rest of
that second race without brakes.

I appreciate the Nanceʼs for giv-

ing me this opportunity. This car is
a heck of a hot rod.”

Elby Harrison and Rob Austin
made up the front row for the Mod-
ified Street feature.

At the drop of the green flag,
Harrison would jump to the lead
over Austin. Harrison would show
the way through lap 15 when the
first caution of the race waved for
debris on the frontstretch.

Harrison would choose the out-
side lane on the restart, with Austin
taking the inside. Harrison would
rocket to the lead on the restart and
lead the remaining 15 laps for his
second win of the season.

William Hale would take to an
early lead in the Pure 4 feature.

Michael Nelson would begin to
work to the inside of Hale on lap
six, with Jason Ketron also tagging
along. Hale would begin to pull
back to a comfortable lead at the
halfway point, as Nelson and
Ketron would settle into second
and third, respectively.

With five laps remaining, Nelson
would get a strong run on Hale and
dive to the inside to take over first
place. Ketron would also make the
pass, but was unable to run Nelson
down. Nelson would lead the re-
maining four laps to claim the win.

Rocky Yates would open the 25-
lap Mod 4 feature by jumping to the
lead over Freddie Taylor Jr.

Jason Yates would take the sec-
ond position from Taylor Jr. on lap
10 and begin to chase down the
No. 3 of Rocky Yates. The run by
Jason Yates would not be enough,
as Rocky Yates would claim his
third win of the season.

Doug Austin grabbed the lead
on the start of the 15-lap Pure
Street feature and led flag-to-flag
for the victory.

Blaine Harrison would take the
win in the 10-lap Bandeleros race.
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Nate Monteith is joined in victory lane by a special family member
after he won his first race of the season at Lonesome Pine Race-
way. (LPR photo)



Stafford
Speedway

S T A F F O R D
SPRINGS, CT - The
Valenti Modified Rac-
ing Series made its
second of three visits
during the 2016 sea-
son to Stafford Motor
Speedway for the 6th
Annual VMRS 80.
Taking the checkered
flag was Ted Christo-
pher in the #00 Brady
Bunch machine.

At the start of the
race, Ted Christopher
and Keith Rocco

banged wheels in the first corner
with Christopher emerging out of
turn 2 with the race lead.  Dan
Meservey, Jr. was third behind the
lead duo with Carl Medieros, Jr. in
fourth and Woody Pitkat was fifth.

Pitkat got around Medieros for
fourth on lap-3 and then went by
Meservey for fourth on lap-4.  Chris
Pasteryak was up to fifth as he got
around Medieros but he surren-
dered that position to a hard charg-
ing Dave Etheridge.  Etheridge took
fourth on lap-8 from Meservey as
Christopher continued to lead the
race.  Etheridge went by Pitkat for
third on lap-10 in turns 1+2 and he
went by Rocco in turns 3+4 to
move up to second.  

Etheridge was hounding
Christopher for the lead and he
made a move in turns 1+2 on lap-
16 to move to the lead.  Pitkat was
still in third, with Rocco fourth and
Chris Pasteryak fifth.  Medieros,
Branden Dion, and Colbey Fournier

all spun in turn 1 to bring the cau-
tion out with 18 laps complete.

Christopher rocketed his way by
Etheridge on the restart to move
into the lead with Rocco also get-
ting by Etheridge to move into sec-
ond.  Rocco went to the outside of
Christopher to move into the lead
on lap-21 and Pitkat then took to
the high line to get by Christopher
for second and hen then took the
lead from Rocco on lap-22.
Etheridge was back on the move
and he got back by Christopher
and then Rocco on lap-24 to move
back into second behind Pitkat.

Etheridge continued his charge
to the front by taking the lead from
Pitkat on lap-26 with a pass in turns
1+2.  Pitkat was now second with
Christopher, Rocco, and Jon
McKennedy making up the top-5.
McKennedy made a move to the in-
side of Rocco on lap-28 to take
over fourth place as Christopher
and Pitkat continued to chase after
Etheridge.

Pitkat went by Etheridge in turn
3 on lap-30 to move back into the
lead with Christopher also getting
by Etheridge for second.  At the
halfway point of the race Pitkat was
still in the lead with Christopher giv-
ing chase.  Etheridge was third with
McKennedy fourth and Rowan
Pennink was up to fifth with Rocco
in sixth.

By lap-50 things were beginning
to get tight up front with Pitkat,
Christopher, and Etheridge nearly
in a 3-car train with McKennedy
closing in fast on the lead trio.  Pen-
nink was also starting to close in on
the top-4 cars to make it a 5-way

fight for the lead. 
Christopher took the lead on the

restart with Pitkat streaking into
second.  McKennedy was third with
Etheridge in fourth and Rocco was
back up to fifth after his earlier
spin.  Just as Pennink did several
laps prior, Pitkat dropped off the
pace on lap-67 with mechanical is-
sues which ended his good run.  

McKennedy was now in second
behind Christopher and his lap
times were fractionally faster than
Christopher and with 6 laps to go,
he was right on Christopherʼs back
bumper.  McKennedy hounded
Christopher and he took the lead in
turn 3 on lap-77.  Christopher came
right back in turn 1 on lap-78 as
they were navigating their way
around a lapped car and he retook
the lead from McKennedy.
McKennedy made a strong move
through turns 3+4 on the final lap to
get back to Christopherʼs bumper,
but he couldnʼt make a pass as
Christopher took the checkered
flag for his second win of the night
as he won the SK Modified® fea-
ture earlier in the night.  Etheridge
finished third with Rocco and
Pasteryak rounding out the top-5.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Only two drivers know how it feels
to win the NAPA Auto Parts SK 5K.
Ryan Preece and Rowan Pennink
have both won the big one and
both will tell you that it is a win they
will never forget.  In just two short
years the NAPA Auto Parts SK 5K
has grown from just an idea into the
biggest SK Modified® race in the

country with big pay outs through-
out the entire field as well as the X
factor, the NAPA Auto Parts Fan
Vote.

For the third year in a row, fans
will control the destiny of the event
voting on laps, qualifying proce-
dure, and the all important how the
Gamblerʼs Challenge Bonus will be
distributed.  Fans will be able to
cast votes until the afternoon of the
event on July 8th.

Last weekʼs winner Eric Berndt
and arguably one of the hottest
modified drivers in the region en-
joys the fan involvement.  “Anything
to get the fans involved and get
more butts in seats is great for
everyone,” explains Berndt.  “I think
having the fans vote is a great idea
and adds a lot of fun to the race.” 

The fan vote is just one piece of
the NAPA Auto Parts SK 5k.  What
the drivers love is the big money
racing.  The NAPA SK 5K purse is
the largest SK Modified purse in all
of SK Modified® racing with a total
payout of over $27,000 including
$5,000 to the winner. 

“Big money” is how 2015 winner
Ryan Preece describes the NAPA
SK 5K.  The race lived up to the
hype for Preece last season in
which after an incredible drive from
the back, he notched a $12,500
payday including $5,000 in purse
money.

The stacked SK Modified® field
will have two more weekly events
leading up to the NAPA SK 5K,
scheduled for Friday July 8th.
Fans will have until that afternoon
to cast their vote for the big one,
the NAPA Auto Parts SK 5K.
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