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Chase Elliott may
be able to walk and
chew gum at the same
time, but donʼt ask him
to drive 180 mph and
do simple mathemat-
ics at the same time.

The second-gen-
eration driver thought
he needed to win Sun-
dayʼs race at the
Kansas Speedway. A
restart in over-
time gave him

that chance, but Denny
Hamlin did exactly what he
had done for the previous
two hours by driving away
from the field.

At first, Elliott was de-
jected by a second-place
finish. Then everyone
started crunching numbers
– some with calculators, others with
their fingers.

Brad Keselowski had a three-
point cushion for the eighth and
final spot in the third round of the
NASCAR Playoffs before the
restart. He lost six spots in two
laps. All of a sudden, a plus-three
lead turned into a minus-three
deficit.

“I was under the impression [I
had to win],” Elliott said after learn-
ing his moved into the Round of 8.
“Honestly, I was just trying to win
the race and the rest of it just kind
of fell into our hands a little bit, with
the 2 [Keselowski] having a misfor-
tune and the 22 [Logano] being in
that crash. We werenʼt the best car
by any stretch, but I did feel like we
came here with the mindset to win
and I was proud of the fact that we
came here and fought for a win.

“I really through we were out. I
had a pretty good restart, gave

Denny a push and I think William
[Byron] didnʼt get as good as a
restart. So, he wasnʼt pushing me
and that was what I kind of needed
I felt like to give Denny a run. Once
we singled out, it takes more than a
couple of laps to get the momen-
tum up now. So, it was going to be
really tough. Denny did a good job
on the bottom at not making any
mistakes. Like I said from there, it
was a lot of luck.”

Which is why
NASCAR has embraced
this playoff format.

The race between
Keselowski, Logano and
Elliott to fill the final two
slots in Round of 8 pro-
vided a much-needed dis-
traction to Hamlinʼs
otherwise dominating per-
formance. He led for most

of the final two hours, allowing tel-
evision cameras and race fans to
turn their attention – and their
adding machines – on what was
happening mid-pack.

At times, it seemed like the odd-
man-out changed with every pass-
ing lap.

“We clawed as hard as we could
and there were times it looked like
we were going to be fine and times
it didnʼt. In the end it didnʼt work
out,” Keselowski said. “We just did-
nʼt get through.”

Keselowskiʼs chances took a big
hit when his car was caught in the
middle of three-wide traffic with six
laps remaining. When his No. 2
Ford bobbled, it kick-started a
chain reaction that also included
Logano, Daniel Suarez, Daniel
Hemric and Austin Dillon.

Although he only needed to not
lose more than two spots in the
green-white-checkered flag run in

overtime, his car apparently was
too battered to fend off passes.

“I am sure there was more dam-
age there, but I don't know how
bad,” Keselowski said.

Elliott paid more attention to
catching Hamlin down the stretch
than doing the math. It proved to be
a good plan.

“Iʼm just trying to move forward,”
he said. “Obviously, three points is
three positions, two points is two
positions and one is one position.
Thatʼs pretty simple but obviously
itʼs just about trying to get as many
as you can get. In our case, I was
under the impression that we had
to win all the way up to the end of
the race. It was a lot of good for-
tune for us there at the end, a lot of
luck and just being in the right
place at the right time.”

And it was just enough to keep
Hendrick Motorsports alive for a
possible 13th Cup Series champi-
onship. A team that won 13 titles in
a 22-year stretch will hope to make
the Final Four for the first time in
three years with Elliott.

On the flip side, car owner Joe
Gibbs has Hamlin, Busch and
Truex among the Elite Eight. He
knows staying on top is fleeting –
especially when a driver can be
eliminated by an accountantʼs pen-
cil.

“It is so hard in pro sports to stay
up and keep performing,” Gibbs
said.

“This is the best people in the
world, the best teams, drivers in the
world that race NASCAR. This is
it. So, it's hard to stay up there.”

Keselowski joined Byron, Alex
Bowman and Clint Bowyer as con-
tenders-turned-spectators for the
rest of the playoffs.

Elliott joined Hamlin, Logano,
Martin Truex Jr., Kyle Busch, Kyle
Larson, Kevin Harvick and Ryan
Blaney for the Round of 8. Four will
be eliminated after three races,
leaving four in a winner-take-all fi-
nale at the Miami-Homestead
Speedway on Nov. 17.

“On to the next round. We get to
reset, thank [goodness],” Logano
said. “We will fight from there.”

A race victory at either Mar-
tinsville, Texas or Phoenix is the
only way to clinch a spot for Home-
stead. Everyone else will be doing
the math at 180 mph.
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As the Season Winds
Down, Letʼs Go Racing

Chase Elliott (9) holds on to second place, following Denny Hamlin (11), to make his way into the

Round of Eight. (JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP photo)



With the check-
ered flag at Kansas
Speedway, all three
major divisions of
NASCAR – Monster
Energy Cup, Xfinity,
and Gander Outdoors
Truck – have reached
the last playoff stage
to determine who will
be racing at Home-
stead-Miami Speed-
way in November for a
Championship.

Letʼs take an in-
side look at each se-

ries, the tracks, and the
championship con-
tenders.

Actually, the Gander
Outdoor Truck Series
ran their first of three
final stage races at Tal-
ladega last weekend.
They had this week off
before continuing their
playoff battle at Mar-
tinsville Speedway next
Saturday. Then, the
trucks take another week off before
heading to ISM Raceway in
Phoenix for the final race to deter-
mine their “Championship Four”. 

In what could be called a major
upset, Spencer Boyd, a non-playoff
contender, won the Gander Out-
door Truck Series race at Tal-
ladega. Now, the six championship
contenders will continue to fight it
out for one of four title shots at
Homestead.

Brett Moffitt leads the going to
Martinsville with four wins this sea-
son and stands 45 points about the
final cut line to compete for the title.
Stewart Friesen sits second, 22
points above the line. Austin Hill is
third, 12 points to the plus side, and
Matt Crafton is fourth, but only one
point above the cut line. Tyler
Ankrum is fifth, one point behind
Crafton. Ross Chastain is only two
points below the cut line in sixth.
Obviously, itʼs any one of the six
challengers title to win.

Looking at the championship
contenders and their record at Mar-
tinsville and Phoenix, it still looks
like anyoneʼs race to the finish.

Only one truck title driver, Matt
Crafton, has previously won at Mar-
tinsville. Crafton has two wins, nine
top-five, and twenty top-ten finishes
at “The Paper Clip”. In fact, no
other championship contender has
competed in more than eight truck
races at the half-mile Virginia track.
Moffitt has three top-fives in his four
Martinsville races, and Friesen and

Chastain have one top-five finish
each at the short track. Hill has two
top-tens and Ankrum has only
raced at Martinsville once.

When you look at the truck title
contenders at Phoenix, only one,
Brett Moffitt, has scored a victory.
In fact, Moffitt won his only appear-
ance at Phoenix, the 2018 Novem-
ber event. Crafton has six top-fives
and eleven top-tens at the desert
mile in his 18 previous starts.
Friesen and Chastain have one
top-five each at Phoenix, Hill and
Ankrum none.

So, from a pure experience
standpoint, Matt
Crafton has the edge in
the final two events
leading to the champi-
onship race in Florida.
However, Crafton is the
only driver of the six
racing for a crown who
has not won a truck se-
ries race this season.
Just for the record,
Moffitt has four wins;
Hill and Chastain,

three; Friesen and Ankrum have
one each.

The Xfinity Series ran the first of
their final playoff stage races at
Kansas Speedway. And, just like
the Gander Outdoors Truck Series
at Talladega, a driver not in the final
eight won. 

Brandon Jones won his first ca-
reer Xfinity Series race last Satur-
day to throw the Xfinity race for the
“Championship Four” into a two-
race shootout. 

The Xfinity Series takes next
weekend off before resuming their
championship drive at Texas Motor
Speedway. Phoenix will be the final
race in this playoff round before the
title is determined at Homestead.
However, unlike the truck series,
the Xfinity Series points are not as
close.

Christopher Bell leads after
Kansas and is 49 points above the
cut line. Cole Custer is second, 38
above. Tyler Reddick is 37 to the
good in third. Then, the final playoff
position is up for grabs. Justin All-
gaier leads Chase Briscoe by two
points for the final playoff four spot.
Michael Annett is twelve behind the
cut line, with Noah Gragson and
Austin Cindric seventeen and thirty
points out of a championship posi-
tion. 

Taking a look at the title con-
tenders and their two remaining
playoff races, Cole Custer is the
only one with a win at Texas. Bell
and Reddick have two top-fives at

Texas, and Allgaier, Briscoe, and
Cindric one each. Only Gragson
has not scored at least one top-ten,
but he has only competed at the
Texas 1.5-mile track once.

At Phoenix, Christopher Bell and
Justin Allgaier have scored victo-
ries. And, only Cindric, Custer, and
Riddick have earned at least one
top-five. 

While the “Big Three” of Bell,
Custer, and Reddick have domi-
nated the Xfinity Series this season
with seven, seven, and five wins,
any of the other five title contenders
could win at either Texas or
Phoenix and spoil the champi-
onship hopes of one of more of the
favorites.

As far as the Monster Energy
Cup Series is concerned, Iʼm not
sure the racing or the finishes could
be more exciting than the last three
races. How about the drama and
exciting finish last Sunday at
Kansas? Now, the field of title-
chasers is down to eight as their
final three-race playoff begins.

Kyle Busch leads the points and
is +18 above the cut line to deter-
mine the final four. Martin Truex Jr.
is second +12. Denny Halim is third
+9, with Joey Logano is fourth +2.
Kevin Harvick is the first driver
below the cutoff line, two points be-
hind Logano. Chase Elliott is six
points behind, with Kyle Larson and
Ryan Blaney nineteen and twenty-
one behind. Letʼs look at these Cup
title contenders at their three re-
maining tracks.

Martinsville Speedway has been
the scene of many dramatic playoff
races in recent years. Next Sunday

should be no exception. Denny
Hamlin leads his fellow title chasers
with five Martinsville wins. Kyle
Busch has two, with Joey Logano
and Kevin Harvick one each. Re-
gardless of any previous record,
the final short track race of the sea-
son is certain to be a wild affair. The
first position in the final four could
await any of the eight remaining
contenders, so expect anything to
happen! The earlier Cup race at
Martinsville this year was won by
Brad Keselowski.

Four of the eight title contenders
have won at Texas Speedway. Kyle
Busch and Denny Hamlin have
three wins each, Harvick, two, and
Logano, one. The remaining four all
have multiple top-five finishes at
the 1.5-track, so any of the title con-
tenders could lock their spot at
Homestead with a victory. Denny
Hamlin won the earlier 2019 race at
Texas.

When you think of NASCAR
Cup Series and ISM Raceway
(Phoenix), the name Kevin Harvick
comes to mind. Harvick has nine
wins at the desert mile to dominate
all statistics at this facility. Busch
has three wins in Phoenix, with
Hamlin and Logano one each.
Busch won earlier this year at ISM.

Are there favorites in each divi-
sion to make the “Championship
Four” and race for a crown in their
respective divisions - certainly.
However, I donʼt need to remind
any of you that, once to make it to
Homestead with a chance to win a
championship, anything can, and
usually does happen. But, that bat-
tle is several weeks away. Letʼs just
enjoy the heated competition and
excitement of the remaining playoff
races. Should be fun!
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The Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series Championship trophy

made itʼs way to Kansas Speedway and is just waiting for the play-

offs to end at Homestead. (JARED TILTON/GETTY IMAGES photo)



KANSAS CITY,
KS - As Denny Hamlin
was finishing off a
dominating day in
Sundayʼs Hollywood
Casino 400 at Kansas
Speedway, Chase El-
liott stole perhaps an
even bigger prize—a

spot in the Round of 8 in the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
Playoffs.

Hamlin, who led 153 of 277 laps,
crossed the finish line .128 sec-
onds ahead of Elliott in a second
overtime to secure his fifth victory
of the season, his second at
Kansas Speedway and the 36th of
his career. 

But the real suspense in the sec-
ond overtime featured a three-way
battle between Elliott, Brad Ke-
selowski and Joey Logano for the
final two spots in the Round of 8.
Logano restarted 20th in a dam-
aged No. 22 Ford and finished 17th
to secure one of the Playoff posi-
tions. 

Keselowski, who entered the
race with a 20-point margin over El-
liott, was bottled up on the final
restart, fell from 13th to 19th in the
running order and lost the final
Playoff berth to Elliott by three
points. 

Fittingly, there were two celebra-

tions on pit road—one for the win-
ner and one for the runner-up.

“This is a great feeling,” said
Hamlin, who led Joe Gibbs Racing
teammates Kyle Busch (third) and
Martin Truex Jr. (sixth) into the

penultimate round of the Playoffs.
“That car was awesome to domi-
nate that whole second half.  

“I have to thank everybody who
pushed me on the restarts, Kyle
(Busch), the 9 (Elliott) at the end.
Good to see him make it by points

anyway. But, hey, I'm just really
happy for this whole FedEx team.
It's been great. Been running really
good. Cannot wait to get to Mar-
tinsville (next Sundayʼs Round of 8
opener).”

Elliott is the only Hendrick Mo-
torsports driver to transfer into the
Round of 8. Teammate William
Byron was fifth on Sunday but
missed the next round by 16
points. Alex Bowman suffered early
damage and rallied to run 11th, but
he finished the race 20 points be-
hind Elliott for the last spot.

Clint Bowyer came home eighth

and was eliminated from the Play-
offs in 12th place, 21 points below
the cut line.

“The good news was the bottom
lane rolled good enough on the last
restart to at least get back to sec-
ond,” Elliott said. “So I appreciate

the effort. We were really struggling
there at one point in the race. You
have to stay fighting in these
things, especially with these late
race restarts.

“Just proud of the effort today.
Just excited we get to fight another
race. Back up against the wall, to
come out here and battle for a win,
that's what you have to do when
you're in the position that we were
in.

“If you ever get to Homestead (in
the Championship 4 race), you're
going to have to fight for a win
down there. Proud of the effort.

Learned a lot. 
“To be able to come out here

and, like I said, in our minds have
to win, come and fight for one, to
finish second, I think is a step in the
right direction for us. So excited to
move on.”

Logano won the first 80-lap
stage and added four points with a
seventh-place finish in the second
stage to give himself the buffer he
needed at the end, after spinning
through the infield grass on the
next-to-last lap in the first overtime,
the result of a collision with the
Chevrolet of Ty Dillon. 

Logano, the defending series
champion, finished the Round of 12
nine points ahead of Keselowski,
his Team Penske teammate.

An effective charge toward the
end of the race netted Kurt Busch a
fourth-place finish. Truex, Erik
Jones, Bowyer, Kevin Harvick and
Jimmie Johnson completed the top
10.

Despite an off day, Harvick
cruised into the next round of the
Playoffs. Kyle Larson and Ryan
Blaney already were locked into the
Round of 8, thanks to their respec-
tive victories at Dover and Tal-
ladega.
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Denny Hamlin Wins

at Kansas, as

Chase Elliott Narrowly

Advances in Playoffs

Denny Hamlin (11) gets a push from teammate Kyle Busch (18) on a restart as Chase Elliott (9) battles

to stay in the hunt for the win. (RUSTY JARRETT/NKP photo)

Denny Hamlin and the JGR FedEx team celebrate in Kansas Speedwayʼs victory lane. (NIGEL KIN-

RADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



After Saturdayʼs
Kansas Lottery 300
took a sharp turn with
16 laps left, Brandon
Jones sped away on
two straight restarts to
collect his first
NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries victory in a race

that ended with Playoff drivers Cole
Custer and Tyler Reddick brawling
on pit road.

Jones stretched his advantage
after a restart on Lap 196 of 200,
with first Chase Briscoe and then
Reddick giving chase. Jones held
off both pursuers and crossed the
finish line .272 seconds ahead of
Reddick, with Briscoe .623 sec-
onds behind the leader.

“My foot was literally shaking on
the accelerator on that last lap,”
Jones said in Victory Lane. “Iʼm not
even sure if I was wide open at the
time that I was doing it. There was
a lot of nerves and a lot of emotion
going through my mind, but I saw it
coming, and I was pretty pumped.”

Contact from Reddickʼs Chevro-
let forced Custer into the outside
wall after the final restart, and
Custer dropped to 11th at the fin-

ish. After both drivers exited their
cars on pit road, Custer ap-
proached Reddick to voice his dis-
pleasure, placing a hand on
Reddickʼs shoulder.

Reddick responded with both
hands to the collar of Custerʼs fire-
suit, and the drivers fell to the pave-
ment while grappling, only to be
separated by crew members.

“I put my hand on him, and he
just went berserk,” said Custer,
who led a race-high 85 laps and
won the second stage. “I thought
we had a good car. I thought we
had a chance to win.”

“If he puts a hand on me, Iʼm
going to put a hand on him back,”
Reddick said. “Thatʼs just how itʼs
going to be if weʼre having a con-
versation that way… It was just the
heat of the moment—weʼre pissed
off. Iʼm sure weʼll talk about it here
soon, maybe today, tomorrow.

“I obviously didnʼt want to get
into his quarter panel, but if I lift, I
get passed. I hate that it happened
to him, but weʼll try to move for-
ward.” 

Briscoe was leading, with pole
winner and series leader Christo-
pher Bell right behind when the two

drivers closed fast on the No. 0 of
Garrett Smithley on Lap 184.
Smithley steered toward the top of
the track and pinched Briscoeʼs
Ford into the outside wall.

With no room to maneuver, Bell
plowed into Briscoeʼs car, sending
Bellʼs No. 20 Supra sliding across
the infield grass with major damage

to the right front. Briscoe recovered
to run third, after his crew replaced
the rear bumper cover on his No.
98 Mustang, but Bell had to settle
for a 12th-place finish.

Bell, however, retained the se-
ries lead by 11 points over Custer
and 12 over third-place Reddick, as
the “Big Three” remained comfort-
ably above the cut line for the
Championship 4 race at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway. 

Justin Allgaier ran fifth and is
fourth in the standings, two points
ahead of Briscoe. 

Austin Cindricʼs championship
hopes took a severe blow when the
driver of the No. 22 Team Penske
Ford tangled with the No. 18 Toy-
ota of Harrison Burton on Lap 70.
After an intense exchange of posi-
tions moments before, Cindric
tagged the right rear of Burtonʼs
car, turning it sideways.

But Burton remained in Cindricʼs
path, and both cars sustained dam-
age when they collided in the mid-
dle of the track. Burton retired with
a broken right front suspension. Ul-
timately, with a succession of un-
scheduled pit stops, Cindric
finished 25th, six laps down, and
dropped to eighth in the Playoff
standings, 30 points below the cut-
off for the Championship 4.

Jeremy Clements, Justin Haley,
John Hunter Nemechek, Ryan Sieg
and Ross Chastain finished sixth
through 10th, respectively.
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s Brandon Jones Wins at

Kansas, as Xfinity

Playoff Drivers Battle

On and Off Track

Race winner Brandon Jones shows off his checkered flag as the

confetti cloud starts to engulf him in Kansas Speedwayʼs victory

lane. (RUSSELL LABOUNTY/NKP photo)

Brandon Jones (19) keeps Chase Briscoe (98) at bay as he holds on to win the Kansas Lottery 300 at

Kansas Speedway. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



Mission accom-
plished for Sam
Rameau.

The Westminster,
Massachusetts, driver
entered the NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour
season looking to cap-
ture the Sunoco
Rookie of the Year
honors, and when the
16-race championship
points schedule was
over, Rameau was
celebrating.

He adds his name to a list of 20
drivers in the history of the series
who have earned the award — in-
cluding champion names like Todd
Szegedy, Donny Lia and Justin
Bonsignore.

“Itʼs pretty cool to have my name
in the record books — this is a
prestigious award,” Rameau said.
“It was definitely some really good
competition between Timmy Cata-

lano, J.B. Fortin and myself.”
Rameauʼs best finish of the year

was eighth, twice — coming in the
NAPA Spring Sizzler at Stafford
Motor Speedway in May, and
Thompson Speedway Motorsports
Parkʼs Thompson 125 in June. He
finished 14th in the championship
standings, and beat Fortin by 48
points in the final tally, with Cata-
lano a close third.

This year was a much of a learn-
ing curve for Rameau as anything
else in his racing career. His expe-
rience previously was in Modifieds
in New Hampshire, but it was lim-
ited.

“Places that Iʼve never seen be-
fore, like Myrtle Beach, South
Boston, Oswego… all of them I
barely had any laps at,” Rameau
said. “The only track I had some
experience was Seekonk because
I raced a Legend Car there. But it

was cool to sit in tech with some big
names at Thompson because we

won the Rookie of the Year.”
As of now, Rameau isnʼt sure

what his 2020 season is going to
look like — but heʼs hoping to re-
turn to try and accomplish his next
goal — winning a Whelen Modified
Tour race.

“This year was a definite suc-

cess, we learned a lot,” Rameau
said. “There were a lot of ups and
down, and some DNFʼs at the end
of the year.. We had a break, a
wreck… we came out of Thompson
making gains. The finish doesnʼt al-
ways prove how good the weekend
really was.”

D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL -
NASCAR today an-
nounced that it has
successfully closed its
acquisition of Interna-
tional Speedway Cor-
poration (“ISC”),
merging its operations
into one, new com-
pany moving forward.
The new company will
remain based in Day-
tona Beach, Florida
and will continue as

NASCAR. As part of this process,
ISC has been delisted from NAS-
DAQ.  

In leading the new, combined
company, Jim France will serve as
the Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer, with Lesa France Kennedy
as Executive Vice Chair. Steve
Phelps has been appointed Presi-
dent and will oversee all operations
of the merged entity. 

“The merger of NASCAR and
ISC represents a historic moment
for our sport,” France said. “There
is much work ahead of us, but
weʼre pleased with the progress
made to position our sport for suc-
cess. Delivering for our race fans
and partners is job number one and
we look forward to doing that better
than ever for years to come.” 

The merger represents an im-

portant step forward for NASCAR
as the sport creates a unified vision
to embrace its long history of excit-
ing, family-oriented racing experi-
ences while developing strategic
growth initiatives that will drive the
passion of core fans and attract the
next generation of race fans. 

“This sport has meant so much
to our family and we are committed
to leading NASCAR through this
next chapter of growth,” said
France Kennedy.

“Combining the two companies
will allow us to capture the best as-
pects of both operations. Our
stronger organization will allow us
to take advantage of the tremen-
dous opportunities to grow the
sport over the next decade plus.” 

As part of the new organization,
the Board of Directors will consist
of France, France Kennedy, Mike
Helton and Gary Crotty, Chief Legal
Officer. Phelpsʼ direct reports will
represent executives with deep in-
dustry experience, including Ed
Bennett, Executive Vice President
& Chief Administrative Officer; Jill
Gregory, Executive Vice President
& Chief Marketing and Content Of-
ficer; Craig Neeb, Executive Vice
President & Chief Innovation Offi-
cer; Steve OʼDonnell, Executive
Vice President & Chief Racing De-
velopment Officer; and Daryl Wolfe,
Executive Vice President & Chief

Operations and Sales Officer. In
addition, Helton and John Saun-
ders will serve as senior advisors
under the new leadership struc-
ture.  

“With great racing across all of
our series, an exciting 2020 sched-
ule on tap, and the Next Gen race
car in development, we are better
positioned than ever before to lead
the sport into a new era of growth,”
said Phelps.

“We have a strong, experienced
leadership team in place with in-
credibly dedicated employees at
every level throughout our organi-
zation. Our best days are ahead of

us and our new organization is
going to allow us to better deliver
great racing to our fans every-
where.” 

Advising NASCAR on this trans-
action were Goldman, Sachs & Co.
LLC as exclusive financial advisor
and Baker Botts L.L.P. as legal
counsel. Dean Bradley Osborne
Partners LLC served as financial
advisor and Wachtell, Lipton,
Rosen & Katz as legal counsel to
the ISC special committee. Saul
Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP served
as legal counsel to ISC and BDT &
Company served as financial advi-
sors to the France family.Of
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Rookie of the Year Honors

Sam Rameau earned the Sunoco Rookie of the Year award on the

NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour. (Adam Glanzman/NASCAR photo)

NASCAR Closes Merger
with ISC



The ARCA Kansas
150 was a microcosm
of the entire season
for Christian Eckes.
The Middletown, New
York native was fast in
practice, but engine is-
sues necessitated a
change following qual-
ifying. That sent Eckes
to the rear of the field

for the start, but he quickly knifed
his way through the field to the top
five.

On a lap 57 restart, Eckes (No.
15 JBL Audio Toyota) challenged
race leader Michael Self for the
lead. One lap later, Eckes took con-
trol of the race, taking over the lead
and driving away to, at times, a
three-second lead.

"The day didn't go smoothly at
all," Eckes said. "We had an engine
problem in qualifying and the guys
had to change it an hour before the
race. We started at the back and
we were in the top ten in five laps.
The car was on a rail all night."

Eckes night wasn't smooth, and
neither was his entire season.

After taking the championship
lead after the second race of the
season, at Five Flags Speedway,
Eckes fell ill the night before the
third race of the year at Salem
Speedway. He missed the race,

giving up the points lead to team-
mate Self.

Eckes and his Kevin Reed-led
team were tenacious throughout
the summer and fall, closing the
gap and retaking the lead following
the season's penultimate race at
Lucas Oil Raceway.

Eckes became the first series
champion since Tim Steele in 1996
to miss a race en route to the
championship.

"We even missed a race," Eckes
said in disbelief in victory lane. "The
entire season has been filled with
drama and we are still here. It's ab-
solutely incredible."

Self (No. 25 Sinclair Lubricants
Toyota) did all he could do to turn
the tables on his Venturini Motor-
sports teammate. He jumped out to
the lead at the start and led the first
57 laps, locking up five bonus
points for leading a lap and by the
halfway point clinching an addi-
tional five bonus points for leading
the most laps.

But he couldn't keep Eckes at
bay. Self would end up second, 1.9
seconds behind at the finish.

"Second sucks," Self said after
visiting Eckes in victory lane. "I am
thankful to have the opportunity to
come and race for a championship.
We won four times but we had a lot
of ups and downs. I wish it would

have turned out differently but I am
really happy for Christian and the
Venturini team. I just wish it played
out in our favor tonight."

The race was completed in one
hour, three minutes and 31 sec-
onds at a record average speed of
141.695 miles per hour. There were
just two cautions for 12 laps, the
first at lap 40 when Drew Dollar
(No. 4 Dollar Concrete Construc-
tion Toyota) scuffed the turn four
wall and the second at lap 52 when
Tim Richmond (No. 06 GreatRail-
ing.com Toyota) spun in turn two.

There was one lead change
among two drivers, with Self lead-
ing the first 57 laps and Eckes lead-
ing the final 43.

Eckes finished 25 points ahead
of Self in the final ARCA Menards

Series championship standings,
with fourth-place finisher Bret
Holmes (No. 23 Holmes II Excava-
tion Chevrolet) third in the final
standings 165 points behind. Fifth-
place finisher Travis Braden (No.
27 MatrixCare/Consonus Health
Care/Liberty Village Ford) was
fourth in the final standings and
ninth-place finisher Joe Graf, Jr.
(No. 77) rounded out the top five.

The ARCA Menards Series rac-
ing season is now complete, with
the next event on the calendar the
annual Championship Awards Ban-
quet held at the Indiana State Con-
vention Center in downtown
Indianapolis, in conjunction with the
annual Performance Racing Indus-
try Trade Show, set for Saturday
December 14.
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g Christian Eckes Clinches
ARCA Menards Series

Championship with Victory
in Season Finale at Kansas

Christian Eckes celebrates in victory lane after winning at Kansas

Speedway. Eckes also clinched the 2019 Championship with the

win. (arcaracing.com photo)



SALEM, IN -
Shirley, Indianaʼs
Jason Thompson
came into Saturday
nightʼs Van Hoy Oil
CRA Street Stocks
Powered by JEGS
event at Winchester
Speedway with just

one goal in mind, and that was to
get the win at his favorite track. He
accomplished that by leading all 40
laps of the event.

“Iʼm really happy to get this win
and at this track,” remarked
Thompson in victory lane. “This car
has a ton of laps on her, but we
came here with one goal, to get an-
other Winchester victory and we
did it. I have to thank my dad and
my crew for all their hard work on
the car and helping me this week-
end. We got lucky with the invert to
start on the front row and I knew if
I could keep it out front and not
make any mistakes, we could get
the win and we did it! I love this
place, itʼs a blast to race here!” 

Thompson grabbed the lead
from his outside pole starting posi-
tion after Allstar Performance Fast
Qualifier Jeff Lane drew a seven for
the events inverted start. Thomp-
son and pole sitter Phil Jenkins bat-
tled side by side for the lead, but
Thompson used the high groove to
move out front.While those two bat-
tled for the lead, drivers were bat-
tling hard behind them for
positions, especially the four Chase
for the Championship drivers,
Jason Atkinson, Jacob McElfresh,
Andrew Teepe and J.J. Schafer. 

The red flag came out on lap 10
when Danny Adams spun on the
backstretch and made contact with
the outside turn three wall, his car
then flipped over and slid down the
banking on its roof when the car
suddenly burst into flames. The
Winchester safety crew quickly ex-
tinguished the fire and where able
to turn the car over and get Adams
out. Adams was okay, but his car
could not continue. 

Thompson kept the lead on the
restart as Jenkins, Atkinson, Lane
and McElfresh all battled for top
five positions. McElfresh and Lane
worked their way to the front as
Atkinsonʼs car started to fade. A
late caution then flew for a stalled

car at the entrance to pit road set-
ting up a two-lap battle to decide
the win and the series Champi-
onship.  

Thompson was able to hold off
McElfresh to keep the lead on the
restart, Lane then got around McEl-
fresh to move to second. McElfresh
was able to hold off Jenkins to keep
his third-place position. Thompson
would go on to get the win, his first
of the season and ninth all-time,
moving him into a tie for fourth on
the series all-time wins list with
Chuck Barnes Jr. 

Lane would finish in second and
picked up the AR Bodies Cool
Move of the Race Award for his
pass to get second place. McEl-
fresh would finish in third place, the
highest of the Chase for the Cham-
pionship drivers to win the series
2019 Season Championship. McEl-
fresh picked up the KRJ Race
Products Sweet Move of the Race
Award for being able to battle at the
front throughout the event and
come out on top for the Champi-
onship.  

Jenkins would finish in fourth
place. Josh Sage finished in fifth
place. Teepe finished in sixth, sec-
ond of the Chase for the Champi-
onship drivers. Schafer was
seventh, third of the Chase for the
Championship drivers. Atkinson
would finish in eighth, fourth of the
Chase for the Championship driv-
ers. Chad Pendleton was ninth
while Marcus Elliott rounded out
the top 10 in his first ever start at
Winchester. 

The 2019 CRA Awards Banquet
Presented by Shepherd Insurance
is next up for the Van Hoy Oil CRA
Street Stocks on Friday, January
3rd, 2020 at the Crowne Plaza In-
dianapolis Downtown at Union Sta-
tion.

For more information on all the
CRA series go to www.cra-rac-
ing.com.

Tinkle Wins Voreʼs
Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman

Winchester Race and
Championship

SALEM, IN - Zachary Tinkle
came into Saturday nightʼs Voreʼs

Welding CRA Late Model Sports-
man Powered by JEGS Season
Championship event as an under-
dog but came away with the sweep
by leading all 40 laps to get his sec-
ond series win of the season and
was the highest finisher of the four
Chase for the Championship driv-
ers to claim his series 2019 Cham-
pionship. 

“Wow, I just won a race at Win-
chester Speedway,” Tinkle re-
marked in victory lane. “I canʼt
believe we got the win and the
Championship today. What a sea-
son we had. I have to thank my
crew chief Danny Trent, my team
for all their hard work, my parents
for all their support and all my
sponsors, we couldnʼt have done it
without their help. We went through
a lot to get in the position to be able
to race today for the Champi-
onship, but we did it! I also want to
thank Voreʼs Welding and JEGS for
their support of this great series!”

Tinkle grabbed his first series
win of the season at Mt. Lawn
Speedway on June 30th, then
claimed the series Triple Crown
Championship before a string of
bad luck hit with DNFʼs in the first
two races of the Chase for the
Championship.

The team regrouped and put to-
gether a good run at Anderson
Speedway on September 21st to
win the track Late Model Champi-
onship. Tinkle was then able to
race his way into the final four driv-
ers to compete for the series
Championship on September 28th
again at Anderson, then finished off
the season with his first ever fea-
ture win at Winchester Speedway
and his first ever CRA Champi-
onship. 

Tinkle took full advantage of his
pole starting position at the drop of
the green flag after Allstar Perform-
ance Fast Qualifier Terry Fisher Jr.
drew a nine for the events inverted
start. Fisher Jr. set a new track
record in qualifying earning a $100
bonus from Van Hoy Oil. Tinkle and
Wes Russell Jr. fought hard to be
the leader, but Tinkle got the spot.
The first caution flew on lap eight
for a spinning Neil McClelland,
bunching the field back together. 

Tinkle and Russell Jr. again bat-
tled for the lead at the drop of the
green flag on the restart with Tinkle
getting the advantage while a tough
battle for positions between the rest
of the top ten took
place behind him in-
cluding the three
other Chase for the
Championship driv-
ers Billy Hutson,
Cory Setser and

Austin Coe. 
Tinkle looked to be on his way to

the win when the caution flew when
Russell Jr. and J.P. Crabtree got to-
gether racing hard for position in
turn four on lap 28, both drivers
were okay but both cars were done
for the day. 

Tinkle again grabbed the lead
from former series regular Chris
Shannon on the last restart of the
day. Shannon would not give up
and hounded Tinkle all the way to
the finish. Tinkle would get the win
by .295 of a second. 

Tinkleʼs win was a popular one
as several drivers and crew mem-
bers from other race teams at Win-
chester greeted the very happy
driver in victory lane after the race.
Tinkle picked up the AR Bodies
Cool Move of the Race Award for
holding off Russell Jr. and Shannon
on the two restarts. 

Shannon would finish in second.
Two-time series Champion KC
Spillers finished in third but failed
post-race tech and was moved to a
last place finish. 

2007 series Champion Hutson
finished in third and was second in
the Chase for the Championship
with his finish.Regular Season
Points Champion Setser finished in
fourth place and finished third in the
Chase for the Championship with
his finish. Setser was awarded the
KRJ Race Products Sweet Move of
the Race Award after having to pit
with some damage from an earlier
caution, then raced his way back
through the field to get his fourth-
place finish. 

Veteran Indiana racer RJ Norton
Jr. finished in fifth place after start-
ing 10th. Chris Jennings finished in
sixth and picked up the Spillers
Towing Hardcharger Award after
starting in 16th. Tanner Jack was in
seventh, Chase for the Champi-
onship competitor Austin Coe fin-
ished in eighth after having to make
a late pit stop. Brandon Barcus was
ninth and Jon Beach rounded out
the top 10. 

The 2019 CRA Awards Banquet
Presented by Shepherd Insurance
is next up for the Voreʼs Welding
CRA Late Model Sportsman on Fri-
day, January 3rd, 2020 at the
Crowne Plaza Indianapolis Down-
town at Union Station. 

Information on all the CRA Se-
ries is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com.
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Thompson Wins Van Hoy Oil
CRA Street Stocks

Season Finale at Winchester
Speedway; McElfresh Claims

Season Championship



ELDON, MO -
Jason Johnson had a
black book of goals
heʼd like to accom-
plish. One was to pro-
mote a race.

On Saturday night
at Lake Ozark Speed-
way it was checked off
Johnson's list. His
widow, Bobbi John-
son, promoted the
Jason Johnson Clas-
sic with the World of
Outlaws NOS Energy

Drink Sprint Car Series.
The event started with rain but

had a storybook ending.
Like a wave rising in the ocean

before crashing down, the sea of
people filling the grandstands si-
multaneously rose to their feet and
applauded as David Gravel piloted
the Jason Johnson Racing No. 41
car to Victory Lane.

Family, friends and team mem-
bers – all with smiles and some
with tears – flooded Victory Lane to
congratulate Gravel and Johnson
on the victory – reminiscent of
Gravelʼs Knoxville Nationals win in
August.

“Just couldnʼt have been a bet-
ter night,” said a jubilated Gravel.
“Weʼve had two weeks this year
that are storybook weeks. To get
this done and win tonight… it might
look like itʼs fixed, but it isnʼt. Shel-
don (Haudenschild) made me work
for that race.”

The Watertown, Conn. driver
was fast all night, winning his Dry-
dene Heat race – holding off a hard
charging Haudenschild to do so –
and finishing fourth in the DIRTVi-
sion Fast Pass Dash – won by
Jason Sides, who also held off
Haudenschild for the win.

When the 41-lap Feature when
green Sides rocketed ahead of the
field and threw his King Racing
Products No. 7S car to the high
side. He committed to the line in his
pursuit for the win. If someone was
going to pass him the bottom was
their only option.

Haudenschild followed in line
with Sides, riding the high side, try-
ing to hunt him down. Behind them,
Gravel worked his way by Brian
Brown for third on Lap two and
reeled in the top two every lap.

Sides got loose off turn two on
Lap seven, allowing Haudenschild
to close to his tail tank and Gravel
to charge toward them both.

When the trio reached turn three
Gravel slung his Mesilla Valley

Transportation No. 41 car to the
bottom of the track, sliding by Hau-
denschild and Sides for the lead.
Gravel powered in front of them off
turn four to officially take the lead
on Lap eight, while Haudenschild
also snuck by Sides to take sec-
ond.

The battle was now Gravel ver-
sus Haudenschild. Both favored
the cushion around the 1/3-mile
speedway. Haudenschildʼs NOS
Energy Drink No. 17 was utilizing it
better, though. He caught Gravel
on Lap 14 and dove underneath
him in turn three to steal the lead
away from him.

Haudenschild led the next 11
laps, with Gravel keeping pressure
from behind, before a caution
spoiled the Wooster, Ohio driverʼs
night.

On the restart with 17 laps to go
Haudenschild slid over the cushion
in turn two and Gravel pounced. He
charged underneath Haudenschild
down the backstretch and sailed
his car into turn three, gapping
Haudenschild by two car lengths.

“Being on the outside I kind of
pinched him (Haudenschild) a little
bit,” Gravel said. “Youʼve got to do
those things to win races. I think I
just had a little bit of an advantage
on him on the double-file restart
and was able to get the lead.”

Haudenschild kept Gravel in
sight for the rest of the race but
wasnʼt able to put together another
strong enough run to catch him.

“I would have liked to have
raced in traffic a little bit more,”
Haudenschild said. “I think it mixes
it up and made a little bit more pos-
sibilities. When we were in clean air
we were just ripping around there
and waiting until we got traffic to get
anything.”

Logan Schuchart had his own
exciting race, charging from 11th to
third – his second podium finish in-
a-row.

“There in the beginning it was
pretty interesting, we were battling
back there with Brad (Sweet) and
Donny (Schatz). Thatʼs something
you donʼt want to get in between,”
Schuchart said. “It was a good
race. We were able to get up there
on some restarts, pass some cars
when we needed to.”

Sweet and Schatz – who are
first and second, respectively, in the
championship points   – battled
around each other most of the
night. Sweet had the better night,
racing from 12th to fourth, while
Schatz raced from 14th to eighth.

Sweet is now 32 points ahead of
Schatz with only four races left this
season – only two before the World
Finals.

Gravelʼs win was his 10th of the
year – first at Lake Ozark Speed-
way – and 49th career World of
Outlaws win.

With Gravel and Schatz having
10 wins and Sweet having 16, itʼs
the first time since 2000 that there
are at least three drivers with 10 or
more wins in the Series.

“To hit double digits this year is
great,” Gravel said about his win
total. “Itʼs a hard feat to do on the
World of Outlaws tour. For us to do
that, it feels awesome.

“This is for Jasonʼs family. Put a
smile on their faces tonight and
hopefully for the whole week com-
ing up."

Bobbi Johnson called Gravel
and the JJR team a “dream team”
with how well they have meshed
this year and the success theyʼve
had. Their victory helped put a pe-
riod on the storybook ending for the
inaugural Jason Johnson Classic –
a big goal checked off Jasonʼs list.

“Tomorrow when you sit back
and realize and think about all of
the man hours and all of the time
and all of the help and preparation,
thereʼs a whole team that put on
this deal and stood behind me,”
Johnson said. “Just to feel like I
checked off one of Jasonʼs things
he always wanted to do… he had a
black book and thereʼs a couple of
things in there thatʼs not checked
off, so thatʼs what Iʼm trying to do
next.”

UP NEXT: The World of Outlaws
NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car Se-
ries on Friday, Oct. 25, and Satur-
day, Oct. 26, will be at Port Royal
Speedway in Port Royal, Pa. for
the Nittany Showdown. Get tickets
and more information.

As always, if you canʼt make it to
the race, you can watch all of the
action LIVE on DIRTVision.com.

Donny Schatz Wins
with Ford at Lakeside
Speedway, Cuts into

Points Lead
KANSAS CITY, KS - When Ford

wanted to win Le Mans against the
unstoppable Ferrari team it turned
to legendary car designer Carroll
Shelby, his team and his ace driver
Ken Miles to get the job done.

Spoiler: They won.
A similar mentality was used

when Ford wanted to return to
Sprint Car racing with a new 410
engine, after a more than 20-year
absence in the sport. It turned to
NASCAR champion Tony Stewart,
his team and his ace driver Donny
Schatz.

Friday night at Lakeside Speed-
way, for the FVP Platinum Battery
Showdown, Schatz brought a Ford
powered World of Outlaws Sprint
Car back to Victory Lane for the
first time since August 26, 1998
when Jeff Swindell won at South-
ern Oregon Speedway.

It was the new Ford FPS 410 en-
gineʼs third appearance in the
World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Series – Schatz
finished on the podium in his first
two races with it.

“Itʼs pretty rewarding,” said
Schatz about winning with the new
Ford engine. “Sometimes you have
to do things in life that are off the
beaten path. Thatʼs what this whole
program is. They got a lot of dedi-
cation to it. Tony (Stewart) does.
And what Tony asks us to do we
do. Here we are.

“Rick (Warner, Schatzʼs former
crew chief who helped develop the 

(Continued Next Page)
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David Gravel Wins
Jason Johnson Classic

David Gravel climbs atop his car in victory lane after winning the

Jason Johnson Classic at Lake Ozark Speedway Saturday night.

(DB3Inc. photo)



Continued…

FPS 410) has put a lot
of time and blood and
sweat and countless
sleepless nights on it
and to bring it out and
to have two podiums
at Williams Grove and
a win tonight is
huge… Itʼs going to be
a live and learn expe-
rience. Tonight, it was
a live on it. The next
night we might be
learning. But they did
a great job and thatʼs
what weʼre here to do,
have fun and win

races with it.”
Schatz and his Tony Stew-

art/Curb-Agajanian Racing had to
fight for the win all night. He fin-
ished second in his Drydene Heat
race to Logan Schuchart, who was
about half of a second faster than
everyone else. Schatz then fin-
ished fifth in the DIRTVision Fast
Pass Dash and had to change a
motor after.

The motor wasnʼt at fault for the
change, Schatz said. It wasnʼt
sealed properly and leaked oil.

With a new FPS 410 installed for
the Feature, Schatz put its full po-
tential on display throughout the 30
laps.

The beginning of the race was
plagued with multiple cautions for
accidents and poor restarts. Brian
Brown, in the FVP No. 21 car, led
the field through it all. Daryn
Pittman, David Gravel, Logan
Schuchart, Brad Sweet and Donny
Schatz battled amongst them-
selves for position in the short runs
between cautions.

Schatz made his way from fifth
to second by Lap 10.

A reg flag for Matt Juhl flipping
on Lap 12 brought out an Open
Red, allowing teams to fuel their
cars and make adjustments.

When the Feature when back
green Schatz didnʼt waste time
testing the limits of his new engine
to pass Brown for the lead.

Brown hung on to the high side
of the track through turns one and
two, while Schatz searched for grip
low. What he found allowed him to
hammer the throttle and exit the
corner side-by-side with Brown.

They drag raced down the back-
stretch and remained in line
through turns three and four. How-
ever, Brown couldnʼt match the
lightspeed launch Schatz got off
turn four. The Toco Warranty No. 15
shot to the lead on Lap 13.

Brown, of Grain Valley, Mo., was
hungry for another hometown win,

though. Continuing to favor the top
line, he built momentum off turn two
and charged to the outside of
Schatz down the backstretch. They
again raced side-by-side through
turns three and four, but the FPS
410 continued to conjure remark-
able speed off the corner.

Schatz took the lead and ran
away with it. He found himself more
than a second ahead of Brown a
few laps after passing him.

Schuchart eventually charged
his way to second by Lap 20 and
Sweet moved into third by Lap 27.
Time was running out to catch
Schatz, though. Lap traffic became
a factor in the closing laps, but be-
fore either driver could try to use it
to their advantage a caution came

out for Ian Madsen slowing in turn
four.

When the green flag flew again,
Schatz was gone.

The 10-time Series champion
sprinted away from the field and
had almost a second lead over
Schuchart when he crossed the fin-
ish line.

“I wouldʼve liked to see what
would have happened if we kept
going or had some lap traffic,”
Schuchart said. “This is a great
team. An awesome year. We
wouldʼve liked to have gotten the
win… But still a great night.”

Sweetʼs third-place finish al-
lowed Schatz to chip away at his
points lead. The Fargo, N.D. driver
is now 24 points behind Sweet, of

Grass Valley, Calif., with five races
left this season – three before the
World Finals in November.

“Weʼre happy with a podium
run,” Sweet said. “We were just a
little bit off and fighting a few things.
Weʼll take a podium with the NAPA
Auto Parts car and move on to to-
morrow night.”

Schatzʼs victory was his 10th of
the year – 293rd career Series win
– and first win in almost a month.

“These guys, itʼs incredible what
they do,” Schatz said about his
team. “The race car was awesome.
Yeah, we got to make changes to it
for the extra power and a little bit
extra weight, but they do an awe-
some job. Itʼs great to finally get a
win again.”
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Donny Schatz raced his way to victory lane at Lakeside Speedway on Friday night. (DB3Inc. photo)



PORTSMOUTH,
OH - Brandon Shep-
pard captured the
Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series-sanctioned
39th Annual Rhino Ag
Dirt Track World
Championship - Pre-
sented by Optima Bat-
teries on Saturday
night at Portsmouth
Raceway Park. He

earned $100,000 for his third ca-
reer DTWC victory and also
marked his 25th victory of 2019.

Sheppard was one of four differ-
ent race leaders in the 100-lap
event. Mike Marlar finished in sec-
ond, with 2019 Eibach Rookie of
the Year, Tyler Erb finishing in third.
Rounding out the top five were two-
time DTWC winner Josh Richards
and Dennis Erb Jr. Richards was in
position to become the first driver in
the 39-year history of the race to
win the crown jewel race three
years in a row and kept himself in
the hunt for the entire distance.

Shane Clanton took the lead at
the start of the race and led the first
five laps until former DTWC winner
Jimmy Owens passed him for the
top spot. Owens then held the point
for several laps before yielding the
point to Sheppard. Sheppard briefly
gave up the lead to Richards on lap
68, but the very next lap Sheppard
regained the point for good. Shep-
pard withstood a caution with ten
laps to go and then controlled the
last ten laps of the race by distanc-
ing himself from both Marlar and
Tyler Erb for his third $100,000 win
of the year.

In Lucas Oil Victory Lane for the
fourth time this year, Sheppard
thanked his team for a special year.
“The year we have had has been
unbelievable. My guys are the best
of group of guys I have ever
worked for. My guys are the best at
what they do. They give me the
best equipment night in and night
out. I just go do my job with it.
Thanks to Mark Richards, Steve
Baker, and all of my crew, Austin
Hargrove, Joel Rogers, and Danny
White. Itʼs been a dream year. It
looks like they had a heck of crowd
and to do it in front of them is spe-
cial.”

Sheppardʼs other $100,000 vic-
tories this season came in the Dirt
Late Model Dream at Eldora
Speedway ($125,000) and the Dirt
Million at Mansfield Motor Speed-

way ($101,000). “I want to thank
everyone who helps me, especially
my family back home, dad, and
grandpa. Without them, I wouldnʼt
be where I am at today. When I
started my career, I never thought I
would be a three-time Dirt Track
World Champion.”

Marlar was seeking his first win
in the famed event but came home
in second. “I got my car a little
looser than I wanted to. I tightened
it up more than I was last night, but
I was a little loose. Honestly, I was
on a softer left rear tire than
Sheppy. Earlier in the race when I
could tell that I was in a little disad-
vantage when it came to tires. My
best chance was to take it easy on
the tires to be there at the end.”

Erb claimed the 2019 Eibach
Rookie of the Year finishing on the
podium and he ended the year with
six series wins. “I was a little behind
where I wanted to be early in the
race, because I started ninth.
Those other guys put themselves in
a better starting position. I am very
happy with the finish tonight and
this year. I broke Randallʼs streak
of three wins in a row tonight, but it
has been an awesome year for us
at Best Performance. To come out
of this season with the Rookie-of-
the-Year Championship is fantastic,
and I canʼt wait for our team to build
on that next year,” said the Best
Performance Motorsports Team
driver.

The winnerʼs Mark Richards
Racing, Rocket Chassis House Car
is powered by a Durham Racing
Engine and is sponsored by: Valvo-
line, Seubert Calf Ranches, Ace
Metal Works, Sunoco Race Fuels,
Gunterʼs Honey, Integra Racing
Shocks, and Keyser Manufactur-
ing.

Completing the top ten were
Bobby Pierce, Scott James, Scott
Bloomquist, Hudson OʼNeal, and
Kyle Bronson.

Dale McDowell won the Jim
Dunn Memorial Non-Qualifiers race
by holding off Jared Hawkins for
the win. Brandon Overton led early
in the race, but he tangled with a
car that he was trying to lap, and
was knocked out of the race lead.
McDowell then led the rest of the
race. Hawkins tried to make it close
but just couldnʼt overtake McDow-
ell as the checkers waved. Hawkins
finished in second, followed by R.J.
Conley, Doug Drown, and Brandon
Fouts.

Ferguson Earns Pole
for Dirt Track World

Championship
PORTSMOUTH, OH - Chris Fer-

guson and Shane Clanton will
make up the front row for Saturday
nightʼs 39th Annual RhinoAg Dirt
Track World Championship - Pre-
sented by Optima Batteries at
Portsmouth Raceway Park. The
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt series-
sanctioned event drew 66 entries
for preliminary events on Friday
night of the $100,000-to-win event.

Ferguson will start on the pole
after earning the most combined
points from qualifying and heat
races in Group A. Ferguson will be
seeking his first career crown jewel
event win on Saturday. Clanton ac-
cumulated the most points from
qualifying and heat races in Group
B to earn the outside of the front
row in tomorrow nightʼs season-
ending event for the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series.

The top-eight in combined qual-
ifying and heat race results from
both Group A and from Group B are
locked in to the DTWC with each
group sending a total of 16 cars to
the starting grid. Starting behind
Ferguson will be the two-time and
defending DTWC winner, Josh
Richards. Richards is looking to be-
come the first driver in history to
win the crown jewel event three
consecutive times and will start
third on Saturday night.

Behind Ferguson and Richards
will be two-time DTWC winner
Brandon Sheppard, 2019 LOLMDS
National Champion Jonathan Dav-
enport, 2019 LOLMDS Rookie-of-
the-Year Tyler Erb, Shanon
Buckingham, Scott James and
Jason Covert.

Clanton earned the outside of
the front row with a stirring run in

his heat race from fifth to first. Mike
Marlar will start behind Clanton with
2012 DTWC winner Jimmy Owens,
Tim McCreadie, Bobby Pierce,
Dennis Erb Jr., Kyle Bronson and
Hudson OʼNeal, who earned the
16th starting spot and final spot for
the locked in cars.

56-Race Schedule for
Lucas Oil Late Models

in 2020
BATAVIA, OH - The 2020 sea-

son, 56-race schedule of the Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series was an-
nounced today during the tourʼs
season finale at Portsmouth (OH)
Raceway Park.

Showcasing the talents of the
nationʼs elite dirt late model teams,
the 2020 schedule will visit 32 dif-
ferent venues across 18 states.
The 2020 tour will launch with nine
events during Georgia-Florida
Speedweeks and concludes Octo-
ber 16th-17th with the 40th Annual
Dirt Track World Championship at
Portsmouth Raceway Park.

For the first time All-Tech Race-
way in Lake City, Fla. will host the
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series on
Sunday, February 9th, as the event
wraps up Georgia-Florida Speed-
weeks. On Saturday, April 4th, the
tour will make its return to Tal-
ladega Short Track in Eastaboga,
Ala. for the first time since June 14,
2008.

The 2020 campaign will be high-
lighted by a generous number of
the industryʼs richest events, in-
cluding: Lucas Oil Speedwayʼs
Show-Me 100 ($30,000 to win); I-
80 Speedwayʼs Silver Dollar Na-
tionals ($53,000); Florence
Speedwayʼs North/South 100
($50,000); Batesville Motor Speed-
wayʼs Topless 100 ($40,000); Port 

(Continued  Next Page)
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Third Dirt Track World
Championship at Portsmouth

Brandon Sheppard raced his way to victory lane and the Dirt Track

World Championship at Portsmouth Raceway Park. (lucasdirt.com

photo)



EASTABOGA, AL
- The Southern All Star
Dirt Racing Series
presented by MaxFab
made its annual stop
at the Talladega Short
Track during NASCAR
weekend and the race
was in honor of the
man that started the
series B J Parker and
in the 42 lap $4,200 to
win feature Jason

Hiett set fast time and then lead all
40 laps to take the win.  It was
Hiettʼs third career Southern All
Star win.  

Jack Hale finished in the second
spot, with Dillon Tidmore third,
Jason Frame fourth and Ashton
Winger fifth.

Finishing in the sixth spot was
the 2019 Southern All Star Dirt
Racing Series Champion David
Breazeale  who clinched the series
title, is the first driver from the state
of Mississippi to win the title since
the 1983-84 seasons when Don
Hester and Jerry Inmon took the ti-
tles.  Breazeale also become the

24th different series champion in
the 36 year history of the series.

Todd Morrow bright home a sev-
enth place finish from his 14th start-
ing spot, eight to Josh Putnam,
ninth Ronnie Johnson from 12th
and finishing in the tenth spot was
Dallas Cooper from 17th.

RACE TIDBITS: Talladega Short
Track locals held their ground on
their home turn once again as
Hiett, Hale and Tidmore took the
top three spots.

David Breazeale looks like he
will take his first Southern All Star
Championship and become the
24th different champion in the 36
year history of the series. 

Zach Leonhardi  has clinched
the Cruise with the
Champions/Dirtondirt.com Rookie
of the Year for the 2019 season.

First time starts with the series
this year include Jadon Frame,
Todd Morrow, Matthew Turner, and
Heath Hindman.

For more information concerning
the Southern All Stars contact Lynn
Acklin - General Manager: 256-
924-4546 www.sasdirt.com.

Continued…

Royal Speedwayʼs
Dirt Track Throwback
($50,000); Tyler
County Speedwayʼs
Hillbilly Hundred
($30,000); Knoxville
Racewayʼs Late
Model Nationals
($40,000); Pitts-

burghʼs PA Motor Speedwayʼs
Pittsburgher 100 ($20,000); and
Portsmouth Raceway Parkʼs Dirt
Track World Championship
($100,000).

For the latest breaking news
concerning the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series, including the lat-
est series standings, tour schedule,
driver information, and more, visit:
www.lucasdirt.com.

So
ut

he
rn

 A
ll 

St
ar

Di
rt

 R
ac

ing
 S

er
ie

s Jason Hiett Wins B J Parker
Memorial Southern All Stars

At Talladega Short Track

Jason Hiett raced his way to the win at the Talladega Short Track,

leading all 40 laps to victory lane. (SAS photo)

Date Track
Jan 30  . . . .Golden Isles Speedway
Jan 31  . . . .Golden Isles Speedway
Feb 1  . . . . .Golden Isles Speedway
Feb 2  . . . .East Bay Raceway Park
Feb 3  . . . .East Bay Raceway Park
Feb 4  . . . .East Bay Raceway Park
Feb 5  . . . .East Bay Raceway Park
Feb 6  . . . .East Bay Raceway Park
Feb 7  . . . .East Bay Raceway Park
Feb 8  . . . .East Bay Raceway Park
Feb 9  . . . . . . . . .All-Tech Raceway
Mar 20  . . . . . . . .Atomic Speedway
Mar 21  . . . .Brownstown Speedway
Apr 3  . . . . . . .411 Motor Speedway
Apr 4 . . . . . . .Talladega Short Track
Apr 18  . . . .Hagerstown Speedway
Apr 19 . . . . . .Port Royal Speedway
Apr 24  . . . . . . . .Tri-City Speedway
Apr 25 . . . . . . . . .Macon Speedway
May 1 . . . . . .Ponderosa Speedway
May 2  . . . . . . .Florence Speedway

Date Track
May 14  . . . . . . . . . . . .34 Raceway
May 15  . . . . . . . . . . .300 Raceway
May 16  . . . .Deer Creek Speedway
May 21  . . . . . .Lucas Oil Speedway
May 22  . . . . . .Lucas Oil Speedway
May 23  . . . . . .Lucas Oil Speedway
Jun 12  . . . . . .Cherokee Speedway
Jun 13  . .Smoky Mountain Speedway
Jun 18  . . .Magnolia Motor Speedway
Jun 19  . . .Magnolia Motor Speedway
Jun 20  . . .Magnolia Motor Speedway
Jul 3  . . .Muskingum County Speedway
Jul 4  . . .Portsmouth Raceway Park
Jul 10  . . . . . . . .Jackson Motorplex
Jul 11  . . . . . . . .Jackson Motorplex
Jul 17  . . . . . . . . .Tri-City Speedway
Jul 18  . . . . . . .Lucas Oil Speedway
Jul 23  . . . . . . . . . . .I-80 Speedway
Jul 24  . . . . . . . . . . .I-80 Speedway
Jul 25  . . . . . . . . . . .I-80 Speedway
Aug 13 . . . . . . .Florence Speedway

Date Track
Aug 14  . . . . . . .Florence Speedway
Aug 15  . . . . . . .Florence Speedway
Aug 20 . . .Batesville Motor Speedway
Aug 21 . . .Batesville Motor Speedway
Aug 22 . . .Batesville Motor Speedway
Aug 28 . . . . . .Port Royal Speedway
Aug 29 . . . . . .Port Royal Speedway
Sep 5 . . . .Portsmouth Raceway Park
Sep 6  . . . . .Tyler County Speedway
Sep 17 . . . . . . . .Knoxville Raceway
Sep 18 . . . . . . . .Knoxville Raceway
Sep 19 . . . . . . . .Knoxville Raceway
Sep 25  . . . . . . .Kokomo Speedway
Sep 26  . . . .Brownstown Speedway
Oct 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Raceway 7
Oct 3  . . .Pittsburgh Motor Speedway
Oct 10  . . . . . . . . . .Dixie Speedway
Oct 11 . . . . . . . . . .Rome Speedway
Oct 16  . . .Portsmouth Raceway Park
Oct 17  . . .Portsmouth Raceway Park

2020 Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series Schedule:
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David Breazeale clinched the 2019 Championship, becoming the

24th different champion in seriesʼ history. (SAS photo)



MESQUITE, TX -
Picking up his second
win of the 2019 sea-
son, Roger Crockett
held off a fierce late-
race challenge from
Sam Hafertepe, Jr. to
win the 46th annual
Devilʼs Bowl Winter
Nationals with the
Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network. 

Running down
slower traffic in the closing laps, the
pair rolled to the back bumper of
Alex Hill with two laps to go. Giving
Hafertepe a shot off the bottom of
the second turn, the pair were side-
by-side into the third turn with
Hafertepeʼs run to the bottom
blocked. 

“I just knew I had to make it hap-
pen in three and four or I wasnʼt
going to win the race,” stated
Crockett of the late-race challenge. 

“The track was super-fast all
night and we were just wide open
the entire time so getting to lapped
cars, it made your car a little un-
predictable, especially having to be
so aggressive to get around them.
You have to do a lot to keep that
guy [Sam Hafertepe, Jr.] behind
you. Heʼs phenomenal everywhere
we go, so weʼre pretty happy to get
away with a win.”

Crockettʼs second career Saw-
Blade.com A-Feature win at the
famed half-mile, having won the
Spring Nationals in 2018, the Okla-
homa resident took over the lead
on Lap 4 after Fred Mattox was
forced to retire with a blown u-joint
on the Young Tool, Co. No. 26m.
Into traffic on Lap 9, Crockett was
held up a lap later, allowing Hafer-
tepe to close. With the run stalled
by a caution on Lap 12, Crockett
kept the No. 15h at bay on the
restart. 

Ultimately Samʼs second
podium of the night, with a win for
Paul Cook Racing in IMCA Race-
Saver action, the driver of the Hei-
dbreder Foundation No. 15h trailed
by 0.729 seconds at the line. 

“Roger did the right thing. He
cleared the lapped car and I didnʼt
and thatʼs how it goes sometimes.
Heʼs had a hell of a car lately and
has been one of the guys to beat
every night, so whatever theyʼve
got figured out, theyʼre doing a hell
of a job which just makes us have
to work a little bit harder,” said
Hafertepe of the podium run. 

Making his return to the Devilʼs
Bowl for the first time since 2014,
Jack Dover picked up his 23rd ca-
reer podium finish with the Lucas
Oil American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network. With his hands full a few
times in dirty air, Dover was still
pleased with the performance.

Rolling up from seventh, John
Carney II placed fourth for his 13th
top-five of the season. Tony Bruce,
Jr. made up the top five with Jake
Bubak in sixth. Making up four
spots, Scott Bogucki crossed sev-
enth with Tucker Doughty eighth
and Jordon Mallett ninth. Danny
Jennings from 16th came to finish
tenth. 

A field of 27 drivers on hand split
into a trio of SCE Gaskets Heat
Races with wins going to Roger
Crockett, Fred Mattox, and Dylan
Westbrook. The nightʼs BMRS B-
Feature was topped by Dylan
Westbrook. 

Down to the 2019 Season Fi-
nale, the final two nights will be
contested on Thursday, October 31
and Friday, November 1 at the
Texas Motor Speedway Dirt Track
as Tony Stewart presents the
VANKOR Texas Sprint Car Nation-
als. Tickets are on sale at www.tex-
asmotorspeedway.com. 

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series  log onto www.ascsrac-
ing.com, follow on Facebook, on In-
stagram, and Twitter
(@LucasOilASCS).

Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
Dominates Devil's

Bowl Winter
Nationals Opener

MESQUITE, TX - A dominating
performance for Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
at the Devil's Bowl Speedway, the

driver of the Heidbreder Founda-
tion/Hills Racing Team No. 15h
picked up his 10th SawBlade.com
A-Feature win of the season with
the Lucas Oil American Sprint Car
Series presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network.

His 47th career National Tour
victory, the win was very emotional
for Sam. Fighting back tears in Vic-
tory Lane, he dedicated the win to
his Grandfather, George Hafertepe,
who passed away last week at the
age of 90.

"All we wanted to do was come
out and win tonight for him, and we
did it," stated Sam, who will join
with family and friends to celebrate
his Grandfather's life on Saturday.

Taking off from the right of the
front row, Hafertepe chased the
lead the opening nine laps as Harli
White took off with the top spot.
Finding traffic on Lap 7, that al-
lowed the No. 15h to close. Battling
with the Dustin's Dream No. 17w
through the eighth circuit, Hafer-
tepe snagged the top spot the fol-
lowing lap. Held up by the slower
cars, the No. 11 of Roger Crockett
took advantage of the situation to
take over second on Lap 10.

Trying to run down the No. 15h,

the caution lights slowed the field
on Lap 11 as Scott Bogucki slowed
to a stop in the second turn.

Caution again on the restart for
Steven Shebester, the lights
around the Devil's Bowl dimmed.
Giving a couple of safety laps, offi-
cials called off the restart; doing so
just, before the lights went com-
pletely dark.

Getting the problem fixed and
lights restored, the field re-fired with
Sam Hafertepe, Jr. absolutely dom-
inating the last half of the A-Fea-
ture. Pulling to as much as a
seven-second advantage before a
caution on Lap 18 for Kevin
Ramey, the final result was a lights
out performance by the Sunnyvale,
Texas shoe with a 3.894 second
advantage over Roger Crockett at
the drop of the checkered flag.

Diving the bottom of the Devil's
Bowl through turns one and two on
the Lap 18 restart, Matt Covington
went from sixth to third and held on
for his 36th career podium finish
with the Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network. John
Carney II ended up fourth with Harli
White picking up her ninth career
National Tour top-five finish.

Blake Hahn picked up a couple
of spots to finish sixth with Jack
Dover seventh. Chris Martin in
eighth was followed by Dylan West-
brook. Picking up 10 positions to
earn Hard Charger honors, Col-
orado's Jake Bubak completed the
top ten.

A field of 31 drivers was on hand
to open the 46th annual Devil's
Bowl Winter Nationals. Four SCE
Gaskets Heat Races went to
Danny Jennings, Tucker Doughty,
Roger Crockett, and Jack Dover.
BMRS B-Feature action was
topped by Kevin Ramey. Provision-
als were used by Alex Hill and
Casey Carter.
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Bowl Winter Nationals

Roger Crockett celebrates in victory lane after winning The Devilʼs

Bowl Winter Nationals at the Devilʼs Bowl Speedway. (ASCS

photo)

Sam Hafertepe Jr. celebrates in victory lane after winning the open-

ing night of The Devilʼs Bowl Winter Nationals. (David Campbell

photo)



The Dirt Track
at Charlotte

CONCORD, NC -
With the World of Out-
laws NOS Energy
Sprint Cars champi-
onship battle down to
two primary combat-
ants just four races
before the Nov. 7-9
Can-Am World Finals,
the pair can only be in-
troduced in a manner
befitting their heavy-
weight bout in light-
weight sprint cars –
which concludes in a
Saturday-night fight
for supremacy at The

Dirt Track at Charlotte.
In the blue corner – matching

the color of his No. 49 Kasey
Kahne Racing entry – is Brad
Sweet, who leads the Outlaws with
16 wins and an incredible 61 top-
10 finishes in 67 starts. As of
Wednesday, Sweetʼs efforts have
granted him a scant 30-point lead
in the standings. Sweet is a former
NASCAR Xfinity Series driver who
has also competed on Charlotte
Motor Speedwayʼs iconic 1.5-mile
oval, but the four-tenths-mile clay
ring in which Sweet hopes to
emerge with the trophy is one on
which Sweet has never tasted vic-
tory.

In the white corner – wearing a
black firesuit and driving a white
No. 15 Tony Stewart Racing ma-
chine – is the 10-time and defend-
ing champion of the world, Donny
Schatz. With nine wins and a se-
ries-high 44 top-five finishes, the
perennial contender may well be
the underdog when the Outlaws
converge on The Dirt Track at
Charlotte – a venue where Schatz
has an impressive 12 victories,
among them the 2018 Can-Am
World Finals.

Schatz or Sweet? Stewart or
Kahne? Since both drivers com-
pete for longtime NASCAR stand-
outs and past Charlotte Motor
Speedway race winners Tony
Stewart and Kasey Kahne, brag-
ging rights among the accom-
plished car owners will be at stake
when the Outlaws come to town. A
coveted crown captured under the
lights at Charlotteʼs high-speed,
four-tenths-mile clay oval, however,
will be the ultimate prize for Schatz
and Stewart or Sweet and Kahne –
unless David Gravel, the third-
place man in the standings and 102
points in arrears, can swoop in
from the top rope with a monumen-
tal comeback.

Can-Am World Finals attendees
will also see the stars of the World

of Outlaws Morton Buildings Late
Models and the Super DIRTcar Se-
ries Big-Block Modifieds in their
season-ending races.

“The Can-Am World Finals pits
the best dirt racers in the world
against one another and weʼre
thrilled to host this hotly anticipated
sprint car title fight,” said Greg Wal-
ter, the executive vice president
and general manager of Charlotte
Motor Speedway. “Brad Sweet and
Donny Schatz are world-class win-
ners who compete for two of the
best NASCAR drivers of their gen-
eration, so our fans are sure to see
a spectacle when the green flag
drops and the dirt flies. Hopefully,
the gloves won't come off – but we
make no promises. We will sell you
the whole seat, but all you're going
to need is the edge.

“Tickets are still on sale, so fans
should secure them soon to wit-
ness all of the action at Americaʼs
Home for Racing. We're ready to
rumble.”

TICKETS: Three-day packages
to the Can-Am World Finals start at
just $89 for adults and $34 for kids
13 and under. For tickets and
camping packages, call 800-455-
FANS (3267) or visit www.charlot-
temotorspeedway.com/tickets.

FOLLOW US: Keep track of all
of Charlotte Motor Speedwayʼs at-
tractions and events by following
on Twitter and Instagram or be-
come a Facebook fan. Keep up
with all the latest news and infor-
mation with the Charlotte Motor
Speedway mobile app.

Bristol Dragway
BRISTOL, TN - ALABAMA an-

nounced today that it has resched-
uled its “50th Anniversary Tour” visit
to the Thunder Valley Amphitheatre
presented by Ballad Health for Sat-
urday, August 8, 2020. The highly-
anticipated concert, which had fans
in the Appalachian Highlands re-
gion pumped to enjoy the iconic
Grammy-winning groupʼs signature
style of music, was postponed in
2019.

The show will begin at 7:30 p.m.
with special guest John Michael
Montgomery and tickets are avail-
able. All previously purchased tick-
ets and parking passes will be
honored on the day of the show.
Following the event, the night sky
will light up with the Food City fire-
works spectacular in a fitting end to
a great night of entertainment.

Those who are unable to attend
the rescheduled date and pur-
chased their tickets through the
Thunder Valley Amphitheatre or
Ticketmaster may contact their
point of purchase for a refund. To

purchase tickets to the show and
for premium areas like the Bud
Light Landing, call 423-BRISTOL or
visit ThunderValleyMusic.com.

For more information on how to
be prepared for the ALABAMA
show at the Thunder Valley Am-
phitheatre presented by Ballad
Health, please visit ThunderValley-
Music.com.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - 22 years have

passed since Atlanta Motor Speed-
way was last repaved. Since then,
the track has endured 22 blistering
summers and 22 cool winters, all of
which take a toll on the aging as-
phalt.

If left unchecked the combined
efforts of Father Time and Mother
Nature would make Atlanta Motor
Speedwayʼs surface unsuitable for
racing, but from day one the AMS
operations department has dili-
gently worked to prevent that from
happening.

“Each year we come in about
this time of year and we take a look
at the track to see what needs to be
done to prolong the life of the
track,” AMS Executive Vice Presi-
dent and General Manager Bran-
don Hutchison said. “Without our
operations staff putting in the hard
work they do each fall to keep our
Speedway race ready, we wouldʼve
had no choice but to repave a long
time ago.”

Efforts to keep the track race-
ready have intensified with each
year the surface has aged and the
Speedway is constantly seeking
newer, more effective materials to
aid those efforts. This year AMS
has started to apply Tixophalte to
the cracks in its racing surface for
the first time. This newer sub-
stance, which has already been put
to use at some of Atlantaʼs sister
tracks, is expected to last longer
and keep out more damaging mois-
ture during the winter than sub-
stances used in the past.

When winter gives way to spring
and NASCAR returns for its annual
race in Georgia, the work that goes
into preserving the slick, worn-out
asphalt will perhaps be appreciated
most by the racers who consider
AMS to be one of the
best to race.

“Atlanta Motor
Speedway is defi-
nitely one of my fa-
vorite racetracks,”
Clint Bowyer said.
“The worn out sur-
face is the best; I
hate repaves! I get
excited when we go
there. The speed,

how the tires fall off, how youʼre
able to run all over the racetrack
make it great.”

“Itʼs definitely a handful. It defi-
nitely makes you work hard and
search around constantly which is
a lot of fun,” added Ryan Blaney. “I
look forward to going back there.”

Blaney, Bowyer, and the rest of
NASCARʼs best drivers will take to
Atlanta Motor Speedwayʼs high
banks when the Folds of Honor
QuikTrip 500 weekend returns with
three days packed full of NASCAR
action.

The Atlanta NASCAR Weekend
begins with Cup Series qualifying
on Friday, March 13 and continues
with the Gander Outdoors Truck
Series and NASCAR XFINITY Se-
ries doubleheader on Saturday,
March 14. All of this leads to the
main event: the Folds of Honor
QuikTrip 500 on Sunday, March 15.

Tickets for the 2020 Folds of
Honor QuikTrip 500 can be pur-
chased by contacting Atlanta Motor
Speedway at 770-946-4211, 877-9-
AMS-TIX or by visiting www.at-
lantamotorspeedway.com.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - The 12th

annual SMOKE SHOW fundraising
event with three-time NASCAR
Cup Series Champion Tony Stew-
art at Texas Motor Speedway
raised nearly $138,000 for Speed-
way Children's Charities - Texas
Chapter. 

Speedway Children's Charities
will grant all funds raised to North
Texas organizations that serve chil-
dren in need. Organizations receiv-
ing grants in 2018 included
Breakthrough Fort Worth, Callier
Center for Communication Disor-
ders, Camp Summit, Inc., Health
Services of North Texas, ManeGait
Therapeutic Horsemanship, and
Sci Tech Discovery Center.

This year's event consisted of 17
participants who both experienced
the thrill of riding with Stewart, who
drove at near-race speeds, as well
as ran hot laps of their own behind
the wheel. There were also a num-
ber of participants who simply took
hot laps with the winner of Texas 

(Continued Next Page)
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Motor Speedway's fall
races in 2006 and
2011. Stewart, who
volunteers his time
and effort, agreed to
additional one-on-one
rides which resulted in
an additional $17,500
raised.

The evening was
capped off with a din-
ner and live auction
that was attended by
120 guests, including
the day's participants.
The live auction was
relatively small, with

six items to bid on including the
racing helmet Stewart wore that
day as well as race experience
packages. However, careful ma-
neuvering and cajoling by Stewart
and track president Eddie Gossage
to double up on a couple of the
items as the bidding went back and
forth, ended up bringing the live
auction total to $42,000.

Team Texas High Performance
Driving School, based at the
speedway, provided and prepared
the races cars decked out in actual
NASCAR paint schemes from the
recent past. 

For more information at Speed-
way Children's Charities - Texas
Chapter or to donate, go to
www.speedwaycharities.org/texa-
sor contact Marissa Chaney, Exec-
utive Director, at 817.215.8564 or
mchaney@texasmotorspeedway.c
om.

The AAA Texas 500 weekend
kicks off with two nights of on the
Texas Motor Speedway Dirt Track
with the Tony Stewart Presents the
Vankor Texas Sprint Car Nationals,
Oct. 31-Nov. 1. The Saturday, Nov.
2 NASCAR Xfinity Series O'Reilly
Auto Parts 300 playoff race will
take place under the lights on the
1.5-mile asphalt oval as will the
eighth race in the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series Playoffs, the
AAA Texas 500, Sunday Nov. 3.

For ticket or race information,
please visit texasmotorspeed-

way.com or call the speedway
ticket office at 817.215.8500. With
an adult ticket purchase, accompa-
nying tickets for children 12-and-
under are $10 for the AAA Texas
500 and free for the O'Reilly Auto
Parts 300 playoff race.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - Before the roar of

the engines of the Ford EcoBoost
400 on Sunday, November 17, Gin
Blossoms will be bringing the noise
to Ford Championship Weekend.
Gin Blossoms will kick off the
Championship race at Homestead-
Miami Speedway on the same front
stretch where the 2019 Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series
champion will be crowned later that
day. The one-hour concert is
scheduled to begin at 1:20 pm. 

Gin Blossoms has been in the
scene since 1987, when the band
originally formed in Tempe, Ari-
zona. They rose to fame with the
release of their quadruple platinum
album New Miserable Experience
featuring hit song “Hey Jealousy,”

which later went gold and reached
no. 25 on Billboard Hot 100. Their
album Congratulations Iʼm Sorry
went platinum and the albumʼs sin-
gle “As Long as It Matters” was
nominated for a Grammy Award.
Other songs that attained a top-25
ranking include “Found Out About
You,” which reached spot no. 25 in
1994, and “Til I Hear It From You,”
a 1996 single that peaked at no. 9
on the Billboard Hot 100. 

“Gin Blossoms will give our fans
a unique mix of rock and pop,” said
Homestead-Miami Speedway
President Al Garcia. 

Tickets for 2019 Ford Champi-
onship Weekend, which consists of
the Ford EcoBoost 200 (NASCAR
Gander Outdoors Truck Series
championship race), Ford Eco-
Boost 300 (NASCAR XFINITY Se-
ries championship race) and Ford
EcoBoost 400 (Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series champi-
onship race), are now available and
can be purchased by calling (866)
409-RACE or visiting www.Home-
steadMiamiSpeedway.com.
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Hickory Motor

Speedway
Hickory Motor

Speedway would be
the location for 380
laps of exciting racing
action this weekend
with the running of the
Calico Coatings Fall
Brawl. After a rain
delay on Saturday
night, Sunday brought
forth a beautiful sunny
day for racing and the
only place to be was
Hickory Motor Speed-
way.

The Street Stocks
would lead off the action with their
30 lap feature. 2019 Hickory Motor
Speedway Street Stock Champion
Drew Cox in the #21 would set fast
time and start from the pole posi-
tion with Jesse Clark in the #5 to
his outside. Drew Cox would take
the early lead with Clark hot on his
heels in second. Mark Whitten in
the #77 would put constant and
steady pressure on Clark for the
second position. Derek Fowler in
the #31 would move up to fourth
with Jordan McGregor in the #30
also wanting the spot. Drew Cox
would prove too tough for the com-
petition on this night and drive on to
the win. Clark would finish 2nd with
Whitten taking 3rd. McGregor in 4th
and Fowler in 5th would round out
the top five.

The Carolina Custom Golf Cart
Super Trucks would be the next to
roll onto the famed 3/8 mile oval for
their 50 lap battle. Jody Measamer
in the #98 would take the top spot
in qualifying with Charlie Watson in
the #6 to his outside. Robert Tyler
in the #88 and Dakota Slagle in the
#13 would make up row two. The
skies would open up during pace
laps and delay the start of the race
with all events moved to Sunday af-
ternoon. Sunday afternoon would
bring beautiful skies and great rac-
ing weather as the Carolina Cus-
tom Golf Cart Super Trucks would
once again hit the track. The green
flag would see Measamer and Wat-
son roll off into turn one with Wat-
son nosing ahead on the
backstretch after Measamer would
be loose coming off of turn two. Lap
six would see contact between the
#70 of Travis Baity and the #28 of
Dennis Trivette as the first caution
would fly for the incident. Both
teams would make quick repairs
and get their drivers back into the
fray. Watson and Measamer would
bring the field to the green flag with
Watson pulling back to the top spot.
The caution would quickly fly again

on lap six for debris on the track.
Watson and Measamer would once
again bring the field back to the
green flag. Watson would move
back to the top spot, as Tyler would
struggle on the start and drop to
sixth. Tyler would come back with a
vengeance battling Slagle for third
within five laps of the restart. The
caution would fly again on lap 15 as
one truck would drive through a
water puddle at the inside of turn
on, spraying water into the pre-
ferred lane on the race track. Wat-
son and Measamer would lead the
field back to the green flag. Watson
would move to the lead with
Measamer close behind. Tyler
would move around Slagle for third.
The caution would fly again on lap
18 when Trivette would spin on the
front stretch. Watson and
Measamer would bring the field
back to the green flag. Watson
would move back to the lead and
bring Tyler with him to second. Sla-
gle and Measamer would battle for
third for several laps until Slagle
would make the pass on lap 32.
Tylerʼs day would seem to come to
an end on lap 41 as he would stop
on the backstretch, bringing out the
caution with a cut tire. Tylers crew
would make quick repairs, but he
would have to restart shotgun on
the field. Watson and Slagle would
bring the field to the green flag.
Watson would drive back to the top
spot with Slagle in tow. Watson
would drive on to take the win. Sla-
gle would finish 2nd with
Measamer finishing 3rd. Tyler
would battle back and finish 4th
while Tanner Long in the #45 would
finish 5th.

Hitting the track next would be
the Paramount Auto Group Limited
Late Models for their 100 lap event

for the Fall Brawl and they would
not disappoint the fans. Josh
Kossek in the #44 would take the
point position in qualifying with Ste-
vie Johns Jr in the #91 to his out-
side. Monty Cox in the #21 and
2019 Hickory Motor Speedway
Paramount Auto Group Limited
Late Model Champion Cody De-
Marmels in the #18 would make up
row two. Kossek and Johns would
battle for the top spot with Kossek
moving ahead on lap two and set-
ting the pace. DeMarmels would
move to third on the start with
Monty Cox close behind. Kossek
and Johns would be single file in
the front. Monty Cox would look
under and get around DeMarmels
for third on lap 15. Lap 20 would
see Kossek, Johns, Monty Cox,
DeMarmels, and Mitch Walker in
the #43 making up the top five.
Kyle Barnes in the #0 would move
around Walker for fifth as would
Ryan Rackley in the Lee Faulk
Racing #1 by lap 25. Johns would
make his move for the top spot on
lap 25, getting by Kossek for the
lead. Monty Cox would begin to
chase down the lead duo as he
would slowly chip away at the lead-
ers. Kossek would draw up to the
rear bumper of Johns and apply
constant pressure for the point po-
sition. Lap 35 would see Barnes
move around DeMarmels for fourth
and Rackley would follow him for
fifth on lap 45. Lap 50 would see
the two car battle for the lead be-
come a three way battle as Monty
Cox would move up to the rear
bumpers of Kossek and Johns.
With the increased pressure com-
ing from behind, Johns would begin
putting some distance between
himself and the cars of Kossek and
Cox. Lap 80 would see Kossek

start cutting into the lead, until the
caution would fly on lap 86 for a
spin by the #42 of Ricky Bruce.
Johns and Kossek would lead the
field to the green flag with only 14
laps left to go. Johns and Kossek
would duke it out for the top spot
swapping positions every corner
until Johns would spin after contact
with Kossekʼs car on the back-
stretch on lap 88, bringing out the
yellow flag. Cox and Barnes would
bring the field to the green flag with
Rackley and Walker in row two.
Cox and Barnes would battle hard
for the lead until a three wide battle
between Walker, Rackley, and
Johns would bring out the caution
as contact would send Walker spin-
ning. The restart would see Cox
and Barnes door to door once
again with Rackley and Johns mak-
ing up row two. Cox and Barnes
would take up right where they left
off at the last caution swapping
paint for the honor to be the Fall
Brawl winner. The yellow would fly
once again after contact with Monty
Cox would send Barnes spinning.
The restart would see Rackley and
Johns up front while Kossek and
Benji Woodward in the #19 would
make up row two. Rackley would
get a good start and take the top
spot. Kossek and Barnes would
make contact on the backstretch on
lap 92 and continue until they both
spun and ended up in the wall on
the front stretch, bringing out the
red flag for track cleanup. Kossekʼs
car would end the day on the jack
stands, but Barnes would fight back
and return after pit road repairs.
Rackley and Johns would bring the
field back to the green flag with
Walker and Monty Cox in row two.
Rackley and Johns would battle

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Taylor Gray(17) takes the checkered flag in Hickory Motor Speedwayʼs Fall Brawl. (VINCENT SELLS

photo)



hard swapping the top
spot until Johns would
move to the lead on
lap 97. Johns would
drive on to take the
win. Walker would
move around to take
2nd and Rackley
would finish 3rd.
Monty Cox would fin-
ish 4th and Woodward
would finish 5th.

Closing out the
event would be the
NASCAR Whelen All
American Late Models
with 200 laps paint

swapping action. Taylor Gray in the
#17 would set the fast time and
start from the point with Mike Darne
in the #6 to his outside. The second
row would be made up of Gage
Painter in the #12 and Nolan Pope
in the #1p. Gray would move to the
early lead with Darne, Painter, Lan-
don Huffman in the #2, and Gracie
Trotter in the #2T making up the top
five. Painter would challenge Darne
for second with both going door to
door for nearly 10 laps. Painter
would take the spot on lap 13. Gray
would set his DGR Crosley racer
on cruise control and turn some
consistent laps as he paced the
field up front. Painter and Darne
would keep pace with the leader,
not letting him out of striking dis-
tance. Trotter would look under
Huffman for fourth and have a spir-
ited side by side battle for several
laps before taking the spot. Sam
Mayer in the #88 would also move
around Huffman. Huffman would
appear to be saving his left side
tires for later in the 200 lap feature
as Nolan Pope in the #1 would also
get around for position. Lap 50
would see Gray, Painter, Darne,
Trotter, and Mayer making up the
top five. Vince Midas in the #14
would challenge Huffman for sev-
enth with both drivers wanting the
spot. As those two would battle,
Ryan Vargas in the #25, Jeremy
Pelfrey in the #51, and Jonathan
Shafer in the #98 would also look
for a piece of that action. Gray
would lead to the halfway break at
lap 100 with Painter, Darne, Trotter,
and Pope making up the top five.
Mayer, Vargas, Midas, Shafer, and
Pelfrey would make up spots six
through ten. The green flag would
see Gray and Painter in row one
while Darne and Trotter would
make up row two. Gray would pull
to the early lead but Painter would
haunt the leader at every turn.
Pope would use the preferred lower
line to move by Trotter for fourth.

Pope would also move around
Darne for third as he was really lik-
ing the changes made on his car at
the halftime break. Vargas and
Mayer would put on an exciting ten
lap battle for position until Vargas
would nose ahead for sixth. Midas
would follow Vargas around Mayer
for seventh. Midas would also get
around Vargas for sixth. Darne and
Trotter would have a hard fought
battle with both drivers wanting the
spot until Darne would slip in turns
three and four. Trotter would move
to fourth and Midas would follow to
fifth. Pope would stick his nose
under Painter in a battle for second.
Lap traffic would come into play as
Painter, Trotter, Vargas, and Midas
would all move around Pope. Lap
160 would see Trotter move around
Painter for second. Gray, Trotter,
Painter, Vargas, and Midas would
make up the top five on lap 165.
Lap 170 would see Pope move
around Midas to get back in to the
top five. With twenty laps to go Var-
gas would pressure Painter for
third. Trotter would come charging
her way to the leader Gray with
laps winding down, catching him on
the final corner of the final lap. She
would impress the Fall Brawl crowd
with her charge to the front, but
would have to settle for 2nd as
Gray would take the checkered
flag. Painter would finish 3rd, Var-
gas would grab 4th, and Pope
would get a hard fought 5th.

Next week will see the South-
east Super Trucks at Hickory Motor
Speedway.

November 7-9 will see the
North-South Shootout at Americaʼs
Most Famous Short Track.

For more information check us
out at http://www.hickorymotor-
speedway.com, on Facebook, Twit-
ter, and Instagram. Or you can give
us a call at 828-464-3655.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

After finishing 5th in points in his
2018 SK Light rookie season, Dan-
bury, CT native Teddy Hodgdon
and the #55 Montanari Fuel team
returned to Stafford in 2019 as one
of the championship favorites.
When the dust settled Hodgdon
was crowned the 2019 track cham-
pion after winning 5 races and
holding the point lead for the ma-
jority of the season. 5 wins and a
championship trophy sounds like a
dream ending for Hodgdon but his
season was anything but perfect.

Hodgdon and the #55 team
opened the year with a second
place finish and took the point lead
for the first time following the May
31st feature event.  Hodgdon led

the standings for nearly 2 months,
but a 20th place finish on July 26
left Hodgdon 4 points behind
Steven Chapman.  Hodgdon and
Chapman would swap the point
lead several times during August
and at the end of the month, Hodg-
don trailed Chapman by 4 points.
Hodgdon would go on to win the
final 2 races of the season to take
the championship by an 18 point
margin over Chapman.

“This is an unbelievable feeling
with all the hardships that have
happened this year,” said Hodg-
don.  “Iʼm really speechless right
now.  It feels great to be the cham-
pion and be among some of the
greats in the SK Light division.
Thanks to my Dad, my family, Mon-
tanari Fuel, State Cutters, Ness
Auto, Jimʼs Welding, Ultimate
Restorations, Keith Rocco Racing
for the awesome setups, R.A.D.
Auto Machine, and everyone who
has helped me over the last 2 years
in the SK Lights.”

With 2 wins in the final 2 races
of the season, Hodgdon and the
#55 team engineered a storybook
ending to their championship run.
Although Hodgdon and the #55
team were able to raise their game
and put forth two A+ efforts to win
the championship, his champi-
onship hopes nearly ended in dis-
aster during the NAPA Fall Final
feature event.  

Hodgdon entered the NAPA Fall
Final with a 10-point lead over
Chapman and a 24 point advan-
tage over Alexander Pearl.  If
Hodgdon could record a 6th place
finish or better, he would win the
championship no matter where
Chapman or Pearl finished.  Hodg-
don started the final 20-lap feature
event from 14th place and he was
on the verge of cracking into the
top-6 on lap-8 when Bob Charland
spun in front of him and nearly took

him out of the race.  Hodgdon had
slight damage to his left front
fender, but had to deal with another
issue that was unseen by those in
attendance.  

“When I got in the tangle with

Bob [Charland] I went to push the
clutch down to shift into third gear
and there was nothing there so I
had to start in fourth gear for the
rest of the race,” said Hodgdon.
“Luckily I got good enough
restarts.  At first I thought it was just
damage and if I kept the engine
cool weʼd be fine.  Then we had the
clutch problem and I thought ʻoh
my god, should I park it, should I do
this, should I do thatʼ?  There were
so many things going through my
head and I was just trying to think
about the next restart and hoping to
not wreck everyone behind me.  To
be able to do that and hang with the
guys up front and not get demol-
ished on the restarts was pretty
good and I knew once we got the
motor wound up the car was pretty
good.  I told myself that we just had
to go and hope it worked out and it
did.”

Hodgdon survived three restarts
after developing the clutch issue,
including a green-white-checkered
restart to finish the race.  On the
final restart, Hodgdon lined up to
the outside of Joey Ferrigno and
with only 2 laps to go, Hodgdon
was right where he needed to be to
clinch the championship.  But
rather than playing things conserv-
atively, Hodgdon saw an opportu-
nity to get by Ferrigno and go for
the win, a move that could have
had disastrous consequences if his
bid for the lead went wrong.

“Itʼs a racerʼs instinct to go for
the lead when you have the oppor-
tunity and I knew the championship
hopes were on the line but as a
racer I did what I had to do and Iʼm
glad we ended up in victory lane,”
said Hodgdon.  “Coming down the
backstretch with 2 to go, I had to
throw something at Joey [Ferrigno]
because I wasnʼt going to hang
back.  Even though we had the
championship pretty much
wrapped up at that point, I wasnʼt
going to sit behind him in second
when I had a chance to go for the
win.”

Hodgdon will officially be
crowned the 2019 SK Light Cham-
pion at the 50th Annual Stafford
Speedway Championʼs Awards
Banquet, scheduled for Friday, No-
vember 15 at Maneeleyʼs in South
Windsor.  Tickets to the awards
banquet are $50 and are on sale
now.  Tickets can be ordered by
calling the track at 860-684-2783 or
they can be ordered online at
www.staffordspeedway.com.  

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.
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TEDDY HODGDON


