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HOMESTEAD, FL
– Jimmie Johnson cer-
tainly didnʼt need any
further evidence of his
place among the
greatest drivers in
NASCAR history, but a
race victory Sunday
night at the Home-
stead-Miami Speed-
way elevated him to an
even higher pinnacle –
a seventh Sprint Cup
Series champi-

onship.
As one of four finalists in

the Chase for the Champi-
onship, Johnsonʼs victory at
the Ford EcoBoost 400 al-
lowed him to join Richard
Petty and Dale Earnhardt,
inaugural inductees into the
NASCAR Hall of Fame, for
the most championships in
the sportʼs history.

Johnson drove through a fiery
crash involving two other con-
tenders – Carl Edwards and Joey
Logano – with nine laps remaining
in regulation, jumping from sixth to
fourth. Another caution following a
30-minute, 9-second red flag to
clean up the nine-car pileup that
started with Logano and Edwards
colliding, got Johnson up to second
place for a two-lap run in overtime.

From there, Johnson got the
jump on race leader Kyle Larson
and easily drove away to history.

“I canʼt lie, this is incredible,”
Johnson said.

Edwards, Logano and Kyle
Busch all had moments when they
either dominated or had to rebound
from adversity. Although Johnsonʼs
car was sent through pre-race in-
spection four times – three times
for illegal rear axle configurations
and once for an adjustment on pit
road before the race, prompting
NASCAR to send him to the end of
the starting lineup, spent most of
the race in their shadows.

But once there was less than 10
laps remaining, the driver nick-
named “Six-Time” started his
charge to become “Seven-Time.”

Edwards, Busch and Logano
combined to lead 127 of 268 laps.

Johnson only led three laps –
the final three.

“I guess the horseshoe goes in
one spot, but there's no room,”
Johnson said. “What's wild is I
never thought it was a bleak night.
There was this weird, comfortable
confidence I had all night

long. Maybe weird is the wrong
word to use, but I was just �� I felt
like something was going to hap-
pen, and I was going to be OK with
it. For a while I came to grips with
the reality of it being third, fourth,
somewhere in there and shaking
somebody else's hand and being
happy for them, and then it
changed so quick at the end.”

Larson had the fastest car for
most of the race. He led seven
times for 132 laps. But with the

race victory and another
championship closing in
quickly, Johnsonʼs expe-
rience was worth more
than horsepower down
the stretch.

He wound up sec-
ond.

After spending
more than 385 miles
mired in fifth or sixth

place, Johnson suddenly was in
contention to win. He was just as
surprised by the amazing turn of
events as everyone else. More im-
portant, he knew how to seize the
moment.

“When I was coming to the
checkered flag I had to really look
closely at it going by to make sure
it was,” he said. “Like is this really
happening? 

“I don't know what I screamed
on the radio, but I know it didn't
sound like my voice.  I was think-
ing, you'd better take your finger off
the button. That didn't sound like
you. Yes, that was as dramatic and
as crazy as I've ever experienced
in my racing career.”

Johnsonʼs helmet had photo-
graphs of Earnhardt and Petty, sep-
arated by the numeral 7. He gave
that helmet to Tony Stewart after
the race, to honor the three-time
championʼs retirement as a
NASCAR driver.

Almost immediately, Petty and
the Earnhardt family reacted.

“Records are a mark and they
set something for everyone to
shoot at,” Petty said in a statement.
“Jimmie and his team have done
that tonight. They set a goal to get
where they are and circumstances
and fate made it a reality. They did
what they needed to do and now
they are at seven championships.
Congratulations to him and his
team.”

Kelly Earnhardt Miller, daughter
of the late champion, and his son,
Dale Earnhardt Jr., both offered
their congratulations through Twit-

ter.
It took Johnson 543 Sprint Cup

starts to win seven championships.
Earnhardt won his seventh after
just 478 races, and it took Petty
806 starts.

At 41, Johnson isnʼt ready to
slow down just yet.

“This is not the final chapter,” he
said. “There are plenty of blank
pages ahead.”

And a possible record-setting
eighth championship.

“I don't know what the chances

are, but let's go,” he said. “I'm so
excited to put that in front of myself
and the team has a hurdle to get
over and an accomplishment to
achieve.

“I never aspired to be famous. I
never aspired to be a champion. I
just wanted to race. I've found a
way to put it in that simple mindset
here the last couple attempts, in '13
and now in '16. I think it makes us
really dangerous, and I look for-
ward to the challenge of trying to
get No. 8.”
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to History
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Jimmie Johnson exits his car in victory lane as the race winner

and seven-time NASCAR Sprint Cup Series champion at Home-

stead-Miami Speedway Sunday night. (Matt Thacker/NKP photo)



HOMESTEAD, FL
– Not since A.J. Foyt
has there been a
driver with such di-
verse skills and tem-
perament. Whether it
be a go-kart, IndyCar,
stock car or pushing a
shopping cart through
a parking lot, Tony
Stewart only knew one
speed – all out.

Heʼs the only
driver to ever win an

IndyCar and NASCAR
championship. Heʼs also a
Sprint Car champion, but
Stewart was most at peace
at a dusty dirt track where
legends are measured by
the scars on their knuckles
and the type of low-shelf
beer in their coolers.

A driver with a short-track
mentality clearly struggled to
fit into the Madison Avenue de-
mands of NASCAR. For the most
part, Stewart got by. But sometimes
he went off the deep end.

It was those compelling swings
of mood, mixed with an imposing
level of success, that made Stew-
art so popular and polarizing –
often at the same time.

“I think there are always points
in everybodyʼs life you wish you
had done something a little bit dif-
ferent,” Stewart said before his final
race Sunday at the Homestead-
Miami Speedway. “Iʼve had a lot of
those moments for sure that if I
could go back and redo it I would
love to do it over again. I think how
everything shook out at the end Iʼm
pretty proud of that and happy
about it.”

Few drivers escaped Stewartʼs
ire, but all have sincere respect for
him. They admire his racing tenac-
ity and the way he speaks his mind,
including touching one of
NASCARʼs biggest nerves by once
comparing the sport to professional
wrestling.

“I've been on the really, really
bad side of Tony, and I've been on
the really, really good side of Tony,”
Kyle Busch said, “and it's obviously
way better to be on the better side.”

Jimmie Johnson, who Sunday
tied Richard Petty and Dale Earn-
hardt with seven series champi-
onships, fondly remembered how
he and Stewart tangled at the Day-
tona 500 in 2005. Stewart report-
edly had to be restrained officials
after both were ordered to the

NASCAR hauler after the race.
A year later they shared a ride to

the Daytona International Speed-
way for the Rolex 24 Hours of Day-
tona. Stewart had a greyhound
aboard his private jet, and he fed it
strips of steak.

He then reached into a bag and
tossed Johnson a hamburger.

“Easy. I like my dog,” Stewart
said. “I like my dog more than I like
people so my dog gets better
meals.”

Amid the constant spray of
champagne and tears
Sunday in Victory Lane,
Johnson gave Stewart
his cherished helmet that
had photos of Earnhardt
and Petty, separated by
the numeral 7.

Now that his ride
in NASCAR is done,
Stewart still isnʼt offering
many apologies. More

lasting, heʼs still more concerned
with how he perceives himself, not
how others view him.
STEWART VERSUS THE MEDIA

There are things Stewart wonʼt
miss in retirement, especially early-
morning practice and the media.

For the most part, heʼs had a
cordial, sometimes playful, rela-
tionship with the working press.
The media also has been one of his
biggest targets.
In 2001, he slapped a tape
recorder from a reporterʼs hand and
kicked it under a hauler at Daytona.
NASCAR fined him $10,000 and
his sponsor, The Home Depot,
order him into anger management
classes.

A year later as Stewart was on
the cusp of his first of three cham-
pionships, he pushed through a
crowd of photographers at Home-
stead to get into his hauler. In the
process, he used his forearm to
strike Rusty Jarrett, a longtime pho-
tographer for Getty Images who
specializes in NASCAR and Mas-
ters Tournament.

NASCAR ordered both to its
hauler.

“That was the first time I met
Tony, in the hauler” Jarrett said Fri-
day at Homestead. “I didnʼt have a
problem with it. I was more upset
NASCAR and everyone else made
a big deal out of it.”

The two now are good friends,
often jetting away during a
NASCAR weekend to spend a cou-
ple hours to watch a short-track
race.

“Itʼs been a fun 18 years. Not
every part of it has been fun and
Iʼve made your guys life [in the
media] hell at certain points during
my 18-year run here,” Stewart said.
“But the thing that I think at the end
of it Iʼve always said what was on
my mind whether it was popular or
unpopular.”
ALWAYS A RACER

The road to retirement certainly
has been filled with a lot of pain.
Stewart broke his leg in a 2013
Sprint Car race. A year later his
Sprint Car struck another driver
who ran onto the track to confront
Stewart. And just before his final
year, he missed nine races after he
suffered a broken vertebra while
driving a dune buggy in the desert.

No criminal charges were filed in
the fatal accident, but Stewart still
faces a lawsuit filed in civil court by
the victimʼs family.

Through it all, Stewartʼs legion of
fans has never wavered in their

support because always has been,
and always will be, the epitome of a
racer. Earlier this week, the em-
ployees at Stewart-Hass Racing
presented him with the car he
drove in his final race. It was signed
by every one of them.

The car has photos of the driver
following all three championships,
as well as the words “Always A
Racer.”

Stewart finished 22nd in his final
NASCAR start. And he went down
fighting.

“I raced. I did what I do every
time I get in the car,” Stewart said.
“I didnʼt think of anything else other
than just racing the race. We got
behind there and we tried some-
thing to make ground and got
caught out and had to run 60 laps
on a set of tires. At the end the line-
up there was, letʼs say confusing.  I
was still screaming about that just
like I would on any other race. I was
true to form all the way to the end.”

Stewart still will be around the
track as a car owner in the future,
but he also plans to spend a lot of
his time back on the same dirt
tracks that years ago that fueled his
passion for racing.

Those closest to him have never
seen him so content as he pre-
pares to take his life into new di-
rections.

“I donʼt think that everybody can
really put into perspective every-
thing that he touches from the rac-
ing world and keeps going and the
effort that he puts into it and how
much he actually loves doing what
he does,” said Kevin Harvick, who
won a championship for Stewart-
Haas in 2014.

“He may be retiring, but heʼs got
more going on in the racing world
than you can imagine, so Iʼm just
happy that heʼs happy.”
HAPPY TRAILS

Not only was David Ragan deal-
ing with the choking pressure of re-
placing Mark Martin at Roush
Fenway Racing in 2006, he landed
on the wrong side of Stewartʼs
emotional pendulum at the Mar-
tinsville Speedway.

It was Raganʼs second career
Sprint Cup Series start and things
did not go smoothly. He held up
traffic. He veered from the inside
lane to the outside, often without
warning or reason. He dented a lot
of fenders – and nerves.

After the race, Stewart called
him a “dart without feathers.”

Ragan was so concerned by a
bad reputation so early in his ca-
reer, he paid $1,000 at the Atlanta
Motor Speedway to win a ride-
along with Stewart before the race.
Drivers in the Coca-Cola family
were auctioned for a pre-race ride.
For Ragan, it was worth the money
to apologize.

Ragan introduced himself as
both stood in the bed of a pickup
truck while circling the track.

“He told me I should have saved
a thousand bucks and just walked
up to him,” Ragan said. “It was the
first time I ever met Tony. I was so
nervous.”

Ten years later, Stewart and
Ragan are on good terms. They
sometimes talk about racing and
life, Ragan said, and itʼs been fun
for both to reflect on their relation-
ship.

“I consider Tony a friend,” Ragan
said.

Like others Regan marked the
occasion by giving Stewart his hel-
met with the following inscription:

“Iʼm still looking for my feathers.
Thanks, David.”

And thank you, Tony, from the
rest of us.
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Where Thereʼs Smoke,

Thereʼs Fire

Stewart greets his fans. (Chris

Trotman/Getty Images)



The final check-
ered flag of the 2016
NASCAR season has
waved at the Home-
stead-Miami Speed-
way, and with it comes
something old and
something new. Ford
C h a m p i -
o n s h i p
Weekend
at Home-
stead al-
w a y s
provides a
c l i m a t i c

close to each NASCAR
season, but 2016 is
truly historic for several
reasons.

With a new
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series and XFINITY Series cham-
pion crowned, the excitement of the
weekend reached a “fever pitch” on
Sunday for the final Sprint Cup Se-
ries race. Each champion made
history, and two brought special
memories for me.

Last Friday, Johnny Sauter won
his first-ever NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series title. The vet-
eran Wisconsin competitor scored
his first Series crown after a long
NASCAR career that has spanned
several series. The Sauter family is
well known in the Midwest with their
record in the American Speed As-
sociation (ASA) and ARCA. How-
ever, the championship by the
38-year old driver will rank at the
top of their family records.

I had the opportunity to work
with Johnny Sauter when he drove
a NASCAR Busch Series car for
Clarence Brewer and Brewco Mo-
torsports in the mid 2000ʼs. His
competitive spirit was infectious
and his talent behind the wheel led
many to believe there would be a
championship sometime in his fu-
ture. He challenged for the
NASCAR Truck Series title several
times during his career, but always
came up short. This is until 2016.
Congratulations Johnny, you are
now a NASCAR Champion.

While I have never met Daniel
Suarez, I could tell by watching him
perform that he had the talent to
become the XFINITY Series Cham-
pion. The native of Monterrey, Mex-
ico became the first Latin American
driver to ever win a NASCAR na-
tional series title. He is also the first
grad of the NASCAR Drive for Di-
versity Program to win the XFINITY
Championship. It certainly didnʼt
hurt that he is aligned with Joe

Gibbs Racing and Toyota as well.
Only 24-years old, it appears that
Suarez has a very bright future in
NASCAR.

That brings us to the “main
event”, the NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series Championship race last
Sunday. The storylines were nu-

merous with Kyle
Busch, Joey Logano,
Carl Edwards, and Jim-
mie Johnson competing
for the coveted crown.
Two drivers looking for
their first Cup title, the
defending Cup Cham-
pion, and the six-time
Cup champ racing for
the best finish in the
Ford 400 and the Sprint
Cup Series Champi-

onship.
Certainly by now, you know that

Jimmie Johnson won the race and
became the third driver in NASCAR
history to win seven champi-
onships. Iʼll not go into details, but
the series finale was truly one of
the most exciting and entertaining
races in Chase history.

As I watched the Ford 400, I
couldnʼt help but think about the
several opportunities that I have
had to be associated with Johnson.

The first came back in the
NASCAR Busch Series with John-
son raced the #92 Herzog Motor-
sports car. Iʼll never forget July 14,
2001 when Johnson won his first,
and only, Busch Series race at
Chicagoland Speedway. I was
working with Brewco Motorsports
and was friends with Johnsonʼs
public relations representative
Aimee Wester. Traveling the circuit,
I got to meet Jimmie and became
friends. When he won at Chicago, I
was almost as excited as Jimmie,
Aimee, and the Herzog team. Little
did anyone know at that time the
NASCAR career that would follow
for Johnson.

When the El Cajon, California
native was signed to drive for Hen-
drick Motorsports in the Cup Se-
ries, my oldest son, Scott, worked
on the crew and changed tires.
Scott was part of Johnsonʼs first
Sprint Cup victory at California
Speedway in Fontana on April 28.
2002. Johnson would go on to win
both Cup races at Dover in ʼ02 to
begin his NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries career. I still have those three
victory lane photos on my office
wall.

However, it was not even at a
NASCAR race when I got to de-
velop a true knowledge of the tal-

ent of Jimmie Johnson. In January,
2004, Johnson agreed to race in
the Grand-Am Rolex Sports Car
Series race at Daytona. He would
team with sports car legends Elliott
Forbes-Robinson and Butch
Leitzinger in the Howard-Boss Mo-
torsports entry. Driving a Crawford
Race Cars Daytona Prototype,
Johnson would be making his
sports car debut in the 24-hour
event. By the way, Howard-Boss
Motorsports would field another
entry in the Rolex 24 as well. That
car would be driven by Tony Stew-
art, Dale Earnhardt Jr., and Andy
Wallace.

When all the drivers came to
Daytona for the Rolex 24 pre-sea-
son test, it was like a “whoʼs who”
around the Howard-Boss Motor-
sports garage. When it came time
to test the Crawford DP cars, the
sports car veterans took the lead
and made the initial laps. When it
came time for Johnson to take the
wheel, he quickly turned heads
along pit road. Within a few laps,
Johnson was turning laps nearly as
fast as the veteran drivers. He
adapted to the Daytona Prototype
immediately, and gave everyone in
the Crawford camp high hopes for
the race. 

Those hopes were fulfilled as
Leitzinger, EFR, and Johnson qual-
ified sixth and finished eighth in the
DP class. The “team car” of Stew-
art, Earnhardt Jr., and Wallace
nearly won the prestigious event.
They were leading the 24-hour race
when a mechanical issue sidelined
them with less than fifteen minutes
remaining.

Johnson would return with EFR
and Leitzinger for the ʼ05 Rolex 24
and finish second.

Working with the Howard-Boss
Motorsports Team in public rela-

tions, I got to work closely with
Johnson and the other stars on
those two teams. As you can imag-
ine, the media presence around
those six drivers during the Rolex
24 weekend was tremendous. It
didnʼt matter which team was mak-
ing a driver change, some media
were close by wanting to talk with
one of this superstar lineup. Getting
to know Johnson and his Dad Gary
during those Rolex Series events
are days that Iʼll never forget.

To this day, when I walk through
the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
garage and see Jimmie, heʼll take
the time to stop and chat about
those great Rolex Series experi-
ences.

Now, Jimmie Johnson is a
seven-time NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series Champion. To remember
those early days when Johnson
was new to NASCAR and trying to
make his name in the sport makes
it even more special to see his suc-
cess. Iʼve had the opportunity to
work in this sport for many years.
Iʼve met some great people, both at
and away from the track. It gives
me a great deal of pleasure to see
someone who I consider a friend to
do well. Jimmie Johnson has
placed his name in a group of the
elite in this sport. His seven cham-
pionships may never be achieved
again in the NASCAR Cup Series.
Unless you have been involved in
the sport on a regular basis, you
canʼt begin to appreciate what Jim-
mie Johnson and his Hendrick Mo-
torsports Team has accomplished.
Petty, Earnhardt, and now John-
son. Three faces on the NASCAR
Mt. Rushmore for sure.

Congratulations Johnny, Daniel,
and Jimmie on your 2016 NASCAR
championships. And, thanks for the
memories too.
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New champ Jimmie Johnson shares a memory with retiring driver

Tony Stewart by giving him his winning helmet. (Matt

Thacker/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER

Homestead, FL -
Call him Seven-Time.

Jimmie Johnson
joined NASCARʼs
most exclusive club on
Sunday, winning the
Ford EcoBoost 400 at
Homestead-Miami

Speedway to claim his seventh
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series cham-
pionship, putting the driver of the
No. 48 Hendrick Motorsports
Chevrolet on par with icons Richard
Petty and Dale Earnhardt.

"Youʼre a good man, youʼre a
great champion, and now youʼre a
seven-time champion," crew chief
Chad Knaus radioed to Johnson,
who grabbed the lead from Kyle
Larson through Turns 1 and 2 dur-
ing the first and only attempt at a
two-lap overtime.

Johnson pulled away to win by
.466 seconds. Polesitter Kevin Har-
vick ran third, followed by Champi-
onship 4 contender Joey Logano,
who finished second in the final
standings on the strength of his
fourth-place run.

"Oh, my gosh, there is no, no
way on earth," said Johnson, who
picked up his first victory at Home-
stead, his fifth of the season and
the 80th of his career. "Just beyond
words. Just didn't think the race
was unfolding for us like we
needed to be the champs, but we
just kept our heads in the game.
Chad called a great strategy, made
some great adjustments for the

short runs. 
"Luck came our way and we

were able to win the race and win
the championship. So grateful for
the opportunity, and so thankful
and blessed. I am at a loss for
words."

Until the closing laps, Johnson
seemed the least likely of the four
finalists to win the championship.
Carl Edwards was leading on Lap
252 of a scheduled 267 when
Dylan Luptonʼs contact with the
Turn 2 wall caused the fifth caution
of the race.

On the subsequent restart, Ed-
wards tried to block Logano into
Turn 1, and the resulting nine-car
wreck left Edwardsʼ No. 19 Toyota
crippled against the outside wall.
The wreck knocked Edwards out of
the race and left him fourth in the
final standings.

Kyle Busch restarted next to
Johnson on the inside of the sec-
ond row on Lap 263—after the ac-
cident that ended Edwardsʼ
night—but Logano, who had pitted
for fresh tires on Lap 260, surged
forward as Busch slipped back.

Larson, who led a race-high 132
laps, held the top spot with John-
son in second and Logano closing
in third when Ricky Stenhouse Jr.ʼs
Ford nosed hard into the inside wall
off Turn 2 to cause the seventh and
final caution on Lap 263.

On the ensuing overtime restart,
Johnson started second to the in-
side of Larson, and cleared the No.
42 Chip Ganassi Racing Chevrolet

through the first corner. Logano
slipped to fourth and out of the
championship picture.

"That last restart, I was hoping to
get Jimmie there and trying to get
either to the inside or outside of
him," Logano said. "I just timed it a
little bit wrong to get underneath
him. I bumped him at the start/finish
line, and I just didnʼt have enough
time to get under him.

"We lost some time there, and
unfortunately we finish second. The
championship means so much and
everyone forgets about second
place. Thatʼs what stinks. But over-
all Iʼm proud of this team. This will
be motivation for next year. This
hurts."

Busch restarted 13th in the over-
time after pitting for fresh tires,
charged up to sixth over the final
two laps and finished third in the
championship standings.

"All in all, we fought hard
tonight," said Busch, the defending
series champion. "We gave it
everything we had. We didn't come
in here with the greatest race car
today, but we knew that we had

enough of a one that we could run
with those guys, and we showed
that when the lights came on.

Johnson, who didnʼt lead a lap
until he beat Larson to the stripe on
the final restart, had to overcome
more than his share of adversity to
reach his holy grail. In the first
place, he surrendered his 14th-
place starting position and took the
green flag from the rear of the field
after NASCAR discovered unap-
proved modifications to the "A"
posts of the No. 48 Chevy during
pre-race inspection.

By the time the first caution flag
waved on Lap 27, however, John-
son had driven up to 17th place.
But less-than-stellar pit stops kept
him mired in traffic behind the other
three championship contenders for
the majority of the race—until an
adjustment under caution on Lap
172 brought his car to life.

Notes: Tony Stewart finished
22nd, two laps down in his final
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race…
Toyota won its first manufacturers
championship in the series, in the
car makerʼs 10th season in
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Claim Record-Tying

Seventh Title

Race winner and 2016 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Champion Jim-

mie Johnson is all smiles as he hoists his seventh Sprint Cup tro-

phy in victory lane. (Matt Thacker/NKP photo)

During the burnout the #48 Hendrick Motorsports team come out

to congratulate their driver Jimmie Johnson on winning the Chan-

pionship. (Sean Gardner/Getty Images photo)



By DON COBLE

Greg Biffleʼs deci-
sion to leave Roush-
Fenway Racing
Monday triggered a
strange chain reaction
that will include the
slumping racing com-
pany loaning driver
Chris Buescher to a
rival manufacturer
next season.

Buescher will drive for a newly-
created second Chevrolet team at
JTG Daughtery Racing in 2017.
Roush Fenway is expected to scut-
tle Biffleʼs No. 16 team, and that
could make that teamʼs charter
available to the highest bidder – in-
cluding the new JTG Daughtery
entry.

Despite fielding fulltime teams
for Biffle, Ricky Stenhouse Jr. and
Trevor Bayne, Roush Fenway has-
nʼt won a race since 2014. By loan-
ing Buescher to JTG Daugherty
next year, Ford Racing will be able
to work on upgrades with Roush
Fenway while keeping one of its
young drivers under contract.

Biffle, 46, joined car owner Jack
Roush in 1998 and he made 504 of
his 510 career Sprint Cup for the
team. Together they won 19 races

and more than $75.6 million. He
joined Roush in 1998.

They also won the Camping
World Truck in 2000 and Xfinity se-
ries championship in 2002.

“I just couldnʼt do this anymore,”
Biffle said. 

“Iʼve been the one carrying the
company banner. Iʼve been the one
who kept resigning. I was all of
those things. But it just didnʼt get
any better. 

“I didnʼt see a light at the end of
the tunnel, so I decided Iʼd rather
do something else – even if it
means not driving anymore.

“I just didnʼt want to run 25th
every week.”

Biffleʼs departure continues an
exodus of the organizationʼs vet-
eran drivers. 

Matt Kenseth left after the 2012
season, and Carl Edwards joined
Kenseth at Joe Gibbs Racing in
2015. Stenhouse and Bayne have
combined to win one Sprint Cup
race.

Biffle said he doesnʼt have any
definite plans for next year, but he
hopes to be in a competitive car.

“My passion is to drive a car
thatʼs capable of winning,” he said.
“If I had to bet, thatʼs what Iʼll be
doing next year.”

Toyota Wins First
NASCAR Sprint

Cup Series
Manufacturer's Title

Toyota secured its first-ever
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
(NSCS) manufacturer's champi-
onship with a sixth-place finish by
Kyle Busch at Homestead-Miami
Speedway on Sunday to capture
the title in Toyota's 10th year of Cup
competition. Camry drivers won 16-
of-36 races to take the NSCS man-
ufacturer's championship in the
season finale. The championship is
the first manufacturer's title for Toy-
ota in the Cup Series, and Toyota
has now secured the manufac-
turer's title in all three NASCAR na-
tional touring series.

"Capturing our first Cup Series
manufacturer's title is a tremen-
dous accomplishment, and one
that has been a goal for Toyota
since entering the series 10 years
ago as underdogs in this ultra-com-
petitive series," said Ed Laukes,
Vice President of Integrated Mar-
keting Operations for Toyota Motor
Sales (TMS), U.S.A. "With the part-
nership of great teams like Joe
Gibbs Racing and Furniture Row
Racing, Toyota has been able to
breakthrough and become the first
different manufacturer to earn this
championship in 13 seasons. Toy-
ota has now won manufacturer's
championships in all three

NASCAR national touring series,
and to have reached this amazing
milestone really speaks to Toyota's
commitment to not only NASCAR,
but also to motorsports endeavors
around the globe. We're proud of
the effort put forth by each of our
Toyota teams, and all of the Toyota
team members that have allowed
us to reach this goal."

Five Camry drivers collected 16
wins over 36 races during the 2016
season, including 12 wins by Joe
Gibbs Racing and four by Furniture
Row Racing. Busch and Martin
Truex Jr. led the group with four
wins a piece, while Carl Edwards
(three victories), Denny Hamlin
(two), and Matt Kenseth (two) also
recorded triumphs in 2016.

In addition to securing the 2016
NSCS manufacturer's champi-
onship, Toyota claimed the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series (NCWTS) manufacturer's
title at Phoenix International Race-
way and the NASCAR XFINITY
Series (NXS) manufacturer's
championship at Homestead. Toy-
ota drivers also won multiple cham-
pionships across the NASCAR
national touring series, with Daniel
Suarez winning the driver's cham-
pionship in the NXS and Kyle
Busch Motorsports taking the
owner's title in the NCWTS.

Toyota first entered NSCS com-
petition in 2007 and the 2016 sea-
son marks the Camry's 10th year
competing at NASCAR's highest
level. 
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Greg Biffle will no longer be reacing for Roush-Fenway racing after his announcement Monday. (Russell LaBounty/NKP photo)



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Itʼs been
a rapid rise for Daniel
Suárez, who captured
the 2016 NASCAR
XFINITY Series cham-
pionship Saturday at

Homestead-Miami Speedway by
winning the Ford EcoBoost 300 in
only his second full-time season of
NASCAR national series racing.
The driver of the No. 19 Joe Gibbs
Racing Toyota is the first Latin
American, as well as the first grad-
uate of the NASCAR Drive for Di-
versity program operated by Rev
Racing, to win a NASCAR national
series title.

To take home the crown in "The
Series Where Names Are Made,"
Suárez, 24, outlasted his Champi-
onship 4 competitors Elliott Sadler
(third), Justin Allgaier (sixth) and
Erik Jones (ninth).

It was a year of firsts for Suárez,
who burst onto the NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series scene last season by
earning its Sunoco Rookie of the
Year Award and finishing fifth in the
championship standings. In his
sophomore campaign, Suárez be-
came the first Mexico-born driver to
win a NASCAR national series race
(June at Michigan) and to lead the
points standings in a NASCAR na-
tional series.

The Monterrey, Mexico, native
dazzled from the outset of the sea-
son, racking up four top-five and
nine top-10 finishes in his first 10
contests. Suárez led the points
standings following 14 separate
races in the regular season and
made his way into the NASCAR
XFINITY Series Chase with his win
at Michigan.

Once the Chase started, Suárez
upped his performance to another
level. He breezed through the
Round of 12 with a win at Dover,
sandwiched between a runner-up
result at Kentucky and a third-place
finish at Charlotte. Then, Suárez
registered finishes of third
(Kansas), fifth (Texas) and fifth
(Phoenix) to set up his champi-
onship-clinching victory at Home-
stead.

Suárez is the third member of
the NASCAR Next program to win

a NASCAR national series champi-
onship (Erik Jones, NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series,
2015; Chase Elliott, NASCAR
XFINITY Series, 2014).

Also on Saturday, Erik Jones
won the Sunoco Rookie of the Year
Award in the NASCAR XFINITY
Series, a season after accomplish-
ing the feat in the NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series.

A 6.6-second, two-tire pit stop
for Chase driver Elliott Sadler put
him on the front row for the final
restart in Saturday's Ford EcoBoost
300 XFINITY finale at Homestead-
Miami Speedway. But when first-
place Cole Whitt failed to get going
at the drop of the green flag, Daniel
Suarez whipped around for the
lead, his No. 19 Joe Gibbs Racing
Toyota holding on for the win and
earning the 2016 XFINITY Series
championship.

Suarez, 24, led 133 laps en
route to his third career XFINITY
Series win, becoming the first Latin
American driver to win a NASCAR
national series title.

"It's very hard to put into words,"
Suarez said. "I'm speechless right
now. I'm just very proud of every-
one and thankful to have the family
that I have -- my mom, my dad.
They gave me all the tools to be
here right now. They put me in a
car even when we didn't have the
support or the racing background.
They supported me, and right now
we are just living a dream."

The highest-running non-Chase
driver, Richard Childress Racing's
Ty Dillon, led 17 laps to earn a run-
ner-up result, while Sadler's two-
tire gamble allowed him to finish
third. Team Penske's Ryan Blaney,
vying for an owner championship,
came up fourth and RCR's Austin
Dillon rounded out the top five in
his No. 2 Chevrolet.

The two other Chase competi-

tors -- Justin Allgaier in the No. 7
JR Motorsports Chevrolet and Erik
Jones in the No. 20 Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing Toyota -- finished sixth and
ninth, respectively. The duo put to-
gether an impressive battle for the
win in the final 20 laps of the race.

Suarez was leading fellow
Championship 4 contender and
Joe Gibbs Racing teammate Erik
Jones by less than three car-
lengths when Ray Black Jr. spun
off Turn 4 to bring out the seventh
and final caution on Lap 190.

Under the yellow on Lap 193,
lead-lap cars came to pit road for
tires, but the No. 14 Toyota of Whitt
stayed on the track on old tires and
inherited the lead, while Sadler's
two-tire stop put the No. 1 JR Mo-

torsports Chevrolet on the inside of
the front row.

Coming to the green on Lap
198, Whitt stalled out in the top
lane, pinning Jones behind him and
costing him any shot at the cham-
pionship. Suarez rocketed past
Sadler into Turn 1 and pulled away
for the victory and the champi-
onship.

"I should have made a better
block on Daniel," Sadler said rue-
fully. "We didn't know that 14 would
stay out and jumble up that restart
like that. I wish I'd done a better job
on that restart. I guess I'll be
'coulda, woulda, shoulda' for a
while… I knew Daniel had a better
car on four tires, but I wish I could
have put up a better fight."
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2016 NASCAR XFINITY

Series Championship
Becomes First Latin American and

Drive for Diversity Graduate to Capture
NASCAR National Series Title

Daniel Suarez

Wins Race, 2016

Championship at

Miami

Daniel Suarez shows his excitement as he claims his 2016

NASCAR XFINITY Series Championship and his win of the Ford

EcoBoost 300 in Homestead-Miami Speedwayʼs victory lane. (Nigel

Kinrade Photography photo)



By REID SPENCER

HOMESTEAD, FL
- Johnny Sauter won
the NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Se-
ries championship
with a third-place fin-

ish in Friday nightʼs Ford EcoBoost
200 at Homestead-Miami Speed-
way, leaving race winner William
Byron to consider what might have
been. 

As Byron and Tyler Reddick bat-
tled for the lead, Sauter passed
Championship 4 contender Matt
Crafton for third-place on Lap 119
of 134 at the 1.5-mile track. Sauter
then pulled away to claim the
championship as Crafton faded to
seventh in the closing laps.

Byron, the polesitter, claimed his
rookie-record seventh victory of the
season to salve the wound of last
week at Phoenix, where a blown
engine late in the final Round of 6
race knocked him out of the inau-
gural NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series Chase. 

Byron, 18, won the series owner
championship for Kyle Busch Mo-
torsports, the organizationʼs fourth
straight and fifth overall owner
championship in the series.

But the night belonged to the 38-
year-old Sauter, who won his first
NASCAR championship 15 years
after making his first national tour-
ing series start in the NASCAR
XFINITY Series. 

"Itʼs not just me," said Sauter,
who started 19th in the No. 21
GMS Racing Chevrolet after a lack-
luster qualifying effort. "Itʼs the
whole team—everybody at GMS
Racing. "We qualified bad today,
and really, I was kind of worried
about it. But it felt pretty good in
race trim… 

"Just proud of these guys. Flaw-
less execution on pit road tonight.
(Crew chief) Joe (Shear Jr.) made
great adjustments to where I could
just kind of hang on. Iʼm not a high
line guy, so I just elected to keep
doing my deal and found some
pretty good grip around the bottom
of the race track. 

"To be a champion… five years
ago my old man was down here
when I won the race. This is for him
and for Joe Shearʼs dad—great
Midwest racers. My familyʼs here,
my kids are here, my wifeʼs here.
Itʼs just an awesome night. Proud
to be champion, and weʼll do every-
thing within our power to represent
NASCAR and Camping World as
best we can." 

The handling of Craftonʼs truck
eroded after the last restart, mak-
ing Sauterʼs championship pass all
but inevitable. 

"I kind of figured it was a matter
of time," acknowledged Crafton,
who fell short in his quest for a third
series title. "We were just really bad
on that last run for whatever rea-
son. We just went the wrong way

for whatever reason.  
"It just got really tight on that last

run. The run before that was just a
little bit free, and on that last run it
just got really tight on entry (into the
corners)."

Behind Crafton, Christopher Bell
and Timothy Peters came home
eighth and ninth to claim third and

fourth, respectively, in the final se-
ries standings. 

Byron charged from sixth to the
front after a restart on Lap 115, fi-
nally taking the lead from Reddick
10 laps later.

"It feels awesome," said Byron,
who was also named Sunoco
Rookie of the Year in the series.
"Itʼs just – itʼs incredible. I mean this
team has worked so hard all year.
We just had an unfortunate situa-
tion last week that we couldnʼt con-
trol, but, man, they brought a good
truck. Qualified on the pole.

"These guys just are awesome.
God, I hate leaving this – I just hate
this team not being together next
year. Itʼs just insane how good they
are and so many talented people
on this race team. Canʼt thank KBM
enough, Toyota, Kyle and Saman-
tha (Busch, Kyle Buschʼs wife),
everyone at KBM, (sponsor) Liberty
University – itʼs just amazing." 

Byron will drive a Chevrolet in
the NASCAR XFINITY Series for
JR Motorsports next season, and
Bell, 21, will return to KBM with an
eye on the championship that
eluded him this year.
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Johnny Sauter Claims

NASCAR Camping World

Truck Series Title;

William Byron Gets

Record Seventh Win 

New NASCAR Camping World Truck Series champion Johnny

Sauter is joined in Homesteadʼs victory lane by his wife and chil-

dren to celebrate his first NASCAR championship. (Ronda Greer

photo)

William Byron performs his seventh winning burnout after finishing first in the Ford Eco-Boost 200 at

Homestead-Miami Speedway. (Ronda Greer photo)



Make

Plans for

These Two

Great

Shows!

For More Information:

www.
mcsauctions

.com

PUBLIC AUCTION - Indianapolis, IN 
November 24, 25, 26, 2016 

3 Day Sale Auction at 9:00 AM Each Day - Doors open at 8:00 AM 

ADMISSION  $10.00 each day - Children 12 and under are free 

CONSIGNMENTS:  We are accepting consignments from 9 AM – 6:00 PM on

Tuesday, November 22nd and Wednesday, November 23rd. 

SALE IS FULL!!!! OVER
2000 LOTS

If you have not
preconsigned, and are

planning on bringing parts,
please call first!! 

TERMS OF SALE:  Terms of sale is cash, cashier

checks, money orders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or

Mastercard. Business or Personal Checks must be

accompanied by a Bank Letter of Credit submitted to

cashier on Sale Days. There will be a 15% buyerʼs

premium charged on each lot number sold, with a 5%

discount given for cash. Driver's license or picture

identification is required to register. All items sold “As

Is, Where Is” with no guarantees or warranty expressed

or implied. Buyers must settle and remove all items at

the end of each sale day. Announcements sale day take

precedence over any printed matter. 

www.mcsauctions.com
Visit our website for additional info:

Thanksgiving
Sale

Update



MOORESVILLE,
NC - This past week-
end at Southern Na-
tional Motorsports
Park the CARS Tour
closed out their soph-
omore season and
crowned Raphael
Lessard and Deac Mc-
Caskill as 2016 series
champions.  With the
2016 season com-
plete preparations for
the 2017 season are
already in full swing.

After announcing last month an
eleven race schedule for the up-
coming season, CARS Tour offi-
cials are proud to announce that
purses for both Late Model Stock
and Super Model divisions will in-
crease in 2017. In addition to the
increase, a restructuring of the total
purse will take place to affect the
majority of competitors.    

Both divisions will now race for
nearly $31,000 in prize money for
a full thirty car field next season.
Race winners will celebrate with a
minimum of $5,000 to win, while
start money will increase to $600.
Competitors will also see additional
money awarded for finishes inside
the top ten. As an example, the
tenth place finisher will now take
home $1,000 compared to the
$875 awarded the previous two
seasons.

Also effective in 2017 will be the
ability for teams and drivers to pur-

chase single event licenses at
every event next season. This cost
saving measure will allow competi-
tors, both driver and owner, to com-
pete in one off events at a more
affordable price. A single event
ownerʼs license will be $125 and
driverʼs license will be $50. The
continuation of the CARS Tour
Hard Card pit pass and annual race
entry will also be available in 2017
for additional savings opportunities
just as in years past.      

“The schedule announcement
was just the beginning of what
weʼve got coming down the pipeline
for next year. We feel like todayʼs
announcement about the purse is a
decision that will impact the major-
ity of our competitors in a positive
way.” explained CARS Tour Series
Director, Chris Ragle. “From day
one weʼve done what we can to
give back to our teams and drivers.
We want them to know we care
about their decision to race with us,
and we want to reward them for
their efforts.”

2017 CARS Tour Purse Struc-
ture: 1) $5,000 2) $2,700 3) $1,900
4) $1,500 5) $1,250 6) $1,100 7)
$1,075 8) $1,050 9) $1,025 10)
$1,000 11) $825 12) $700 13) $675
14) $650 15) $625 16-30) $600

To stay up to date throughout
the off season go social with the
CARS Tour by following on Twitter
@CARSTour,Instagram @car_tour,
and the tourʼs Facebook page by
liking “CARS Tour”.
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TRENTON, NJ - A
newly engineered
Three Quarter (TQ)
Midget built by BJF of
West Valley, N.Y.,
wrenched by veteran
TQ team owner Blu
Metz and driven by
Metzʼs ace Geoffrey
Sutton, is ready to
take on the favored
Mark Lafler-built cars
that have dominated

the Len Sammons Motorsports
Productions (LSMP) Indoor Auto
Racing Championship Series Fu-
eled By VP Racing Fuels.

The LSMP Indoor Auto Racing
Series starts with the Friday and
Saturday, December 9-10 Sun Na-
tional Bank Center events in Tren-
ton, N.J.

The car, built by Jim Fleischman
in western New York, is evolution-
ary, rather than revolutionary.

Dimension Design, the firm
owned by Gary Mondschein, where
Metz is employed, has run design
models of the car and some of
those ideas have been incorpo-
rated in the finished product.

Sutton will drive the BJR TQ in
its first competitive start at Wall Sta-
dium's Turkey Derby over Thanks-
giving Weekend.

The man Sutton and the new
BJF car and all others will have to
work overtime to defeat is Erick

Rudolph.  Rudolph won last yearʼs
TQ Battle of Trenton and the In-
door Auto Racing Championship
Fueled By VP Racing series 2015-
2016 championship.

As a special preview of the
2016-2017 Indoor Racing Series,
general admission tickets for Fri-
dayʼs opening night have been
priced at just $10 for adults and $7
for children.

The ultra-quick TQ Midgets will
headline both Fridayʼs opening
night and Saturdayʼs “Battle Of
Trenton” feature event finale as
part of the Indoor Auto Racing
Championship Series.

The Friday night race program,
which begins at 7:30 PM, consists
of 60 TQ Midgets split into three
20-lap Qualifier races.  A complete
program of heat races and feature
event for the Champ Karts is also
on the schedule.

On Saturday the “Battle Of Tren-
ton” 40 lap feature event will be
held after a series of qualifying
events for the TQ Midgets. The al-
ways popular and wild Slingshots
will also be part of this program.

Tickets for Saturdayʼs races are
available starting at $17 for adults
and $7 for children.Trenton Indoor
Race tickets are available online at
sunnationalbankcenter.com or by
phone at 1-800-298-4200. Tickets
may also be purchased at the Sun
National Bank Center Box Office.
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SALEM, IN - Wes
Griffith Jr. started rac-
ing with Champion
Racing Association
Powered by JEGS in
2011, the inaugural
season for the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Presented by
Chevrolet Perform-
ance, running all the

series events that season and fin-
ishing ninth in final series points.
Griffith Jr. raced with that series in
2012 with an eight place pointʼs fin-
ish and in 2013 with a 13th place
points finish. From there Griffith Jr.
made the move up to race with the
ARCA/CRA Super Series, finishing
third in series points and winning
the series 2014 Rookie of the Year
Award. Griffith finished fourth in se-
ries points in 2015.

Griffith started off the 2016 sea-
son with high expectations with a
new crew for his team.  That crew
really began to jell about halfway
through the 2016 season, starting
with his series all-time high finish of
second in the prestigious Redbud
300 at Anderson Speedway. Griffith
Jr. and his crew continued to work
hard throughout the year with a
never give up attitude. At Winches-
ter Speedway on Labor Day Week-
end, Griffith Jr., came from a 20th
starting position to finish seventh
after making several pit stops with
the crew making adjustments on
each stop.

At the series next event at Lucas
Oil Raceway, Griffith Jr. was fight-
ing an ill handling car in the first
part of the 100 lap event. Griffith Jr.
came to pit road were the crew
made adjustments to get the car to
handle better. Griffith Jr. would
come from the back of the field to
be a part of a huge end of race bat-
tle between third through sixth
place. Griffith Jr. would use the bot-
tom of the track to make passes on
all four positions giving him a hard
fought third place finish. Griffith Jr.
would finish third in series season
Championship points and was the
Cometic Gasket Hardcharger of the
Year Award winner.

Griffithʼs pit crewʼs hard work
and never give up attitude has
earned them the ARCA/CRA Super
Series Pitboxes.com Pit Crew of
the Year.

“I really appreciate the recogni-

tion for my crew in receiving the
2016 Pitboxes.com Pit Crew of the
Year,” remarked Griffith Jr. “I want
to thank my Crew Chief Greg Van
Alst for really stepping up and
doing a great job for me this sea-
son. He was the leader of the crew
and set the example for everyone
to follow. I want to thank all my
crew members this season for their
hard work and never giving up!” 

The ARCA/CRA Super Series
2016 Pitboxes.com Pit Crew of the
Year members for Wes Griffith Jr.
include Crew Chief Greg Van Alst,
Spotter Aaron Strait, Tire Special-
ist/Car Chief Chase Lane, Car
Chief Carl Holten, Lead Mechanic
Brandon Grant, Mechanic John
Stapleton, Mechanic Steve Spitz
and Interior Cleaner Ryder Van
Alst.

“We really appreciate Ricky
Sanders at PitBoxes.com coming
up with this great award,” remarked
Glenn Luckett, Managing Partner
with CRA. “Ricky wanted to create
an award that recognized the peo-
ple behind the drivers in our series.
The drivers get recognition at each
race, but with the Pitboxes.com Pit
Crew Awards for each series event
and the season, a lot of the hard
working crew members for the
ARCA/CRA Super Series teams
get recognized also.”

Luckett added, “Wes Griffith Jr.ʼs
team worked hard to get their car to
the track and prepared for each
race, but they also had a never give
up attitude, no matter what hap-
pened to their cars in a race, they
would work to get their car better
and help Wes get a good finish. We
appreciate all their efforts this sea-
son!”

For earning the ARCA/CRA
Super Series 2016 Pitboxes.com
Pit Crew of the Year, the Wes Grif-
fith Jr., race team will receive a
$1,000 Product Certificate from Pit-
boxes.com at the 2016 CRA
Awards Banquet at the Crowne
Plaza Indianapolis at Union Station
on Friday, January 6th.

Teams earning a Pitboxes.com
Pit Crew of the Race Award during
the 2016 ARCA/CRA Super Series
season include: #7 Wes Griffith Jr.
at two events, 51 Christopher Bell,
#28 Grant Quinlan, #88 Trent Sny-
der, #41 Hunter Jack, #47 Brian
Campbell, #1 Cody Coughlin, #4
Dalton Armstrong, #20 Erik Jones,

#71 Johnny VanDoorn, #26 Travis
Braden. Each of those teams re-
ceived a $200 Product Certificate
from Pitboxes.com.

With the popularity of the inter-
net, Pitboxes.com was launched in
1999 with a goal to specialize in
fabricating a high quality line of
standard and custom pit boxes.
Since that time the boxes have
gained such popularity that they
have become standard equipment
for almost any racer from Go
Karters to Motorcycles to Upper
levels of motorsports and every-
thing in between. The products of-
fered by Pitboxes.com has also
changed quite a bit over the years
having started with a stick built
steel frame with a store bought
toolbox to a much more modern
process of CAD drawn, Laser Cut,
Computer formed, all aluminum
construction, with an in house built
drawer system that is built to with
stand not only the use by the race
teams but also the many miles on
the highway that a race team has
to do going from race to race.

If you are a pro, amateur or even
new to the racing profession we are
very proud to offer you a world
class pit box or pit cart! We manu-
facture a complete line of standard
pit boxes, custom pit boxes, and pit
carts to fit your particular needs
and requirements. We are located
in Stockbridge GA and our boxes
are manufactured right here in the
USA. Pit boxes have been shipped
all over the world and we can cus-
tom create anything you have in
mind for your own pit box. Give us
a call and let us create your dream
PITBOX! More Information on Pit-
Boxes.com is available at www.pit-
boxes.com.

Additional CRA information on
all the CRA Series is available at
www.cra-racing.com.

Team Construction
Doubles Up

ARCA/CRA Super
Series Clean Sweep

Award for 2017
SALEM, IN - Champion Racing

Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials are pleased to
announce that Team
Construction has
agreed to continue its
sponsorship of the
Team Construction
Clean Sweep Award
with the ARCA/CRA
Super Series Pow-
ered by JEGS for the
upcoming 2017 race
season, the 21st

season of competition for the
ARCA/CRA Super Series. 

Team Construction is happy to
announce that they are going to
“Double Up” their bonus for the
2017 season. For the past seven
years, the Team Construction
Clean Sweep Award consisted of a
$100 cash bonus if an eventʼs fast
qualifier can also win that same
event. Starting in 2017 the bonus
will be $200 per event if an eventʼs
fast qualifier can also win that same
event.  If the fast qualifier fails to
win, the $200 cash bonus is then
rolled over to the next event until an
events fast qualifier wins that same
event.

After a fast qualifier wins, the
award starts over again at $200.

“We have really enjoyed spon-
soring this unique award with the
ARCA/CRA Super Series,” re-
marked Team Construction Presi-
dent Donnie Mingus. “We decided
to double the bonus for the award
for 2017, to give some racers the
opportunity to collect some big
bonuses during the season. We
have enjoyed our involvement with
CRA the past seven years and look
forward to a great 2017 season!”

The Team Construction Clean
Sweep Award for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series 200 lap event with the
CRA SpeedFest 2017 at Crisp Mo-
torsports Park, home of Water-
melon Capital Speedway, on
Sunday, January 29th, 2017 will be
worth $400, with the $200 carry
over from the 2016 season.

Digging ditches and laying pipe
for utility companies, private con-
tractors and developers isn't a
glamorous or often appreciated
job.  It is a job that requires prepa-
ration, commitment to job safety,
and good old-fashioned hard
work.  And that's what makes Team
Construction a star player in the
league of gas and utility contrac-
tors. The foundation of the com-
pany starts in the trenches, where
they put their backs into their work
- literally - every day.

Team Construction is Safety,
Service, and Experience through
great employees. More information
on Team Construction is available
at www.teamconllc.com.
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Atlanta
Motor Speedway

HAMPTON, GA -
In just over a week, At-
lanta Motor Speedway
will transform into a
brilliant winter wonder-
land, as the Holiday
Light Spectacular by
Christmas Décor
opens its doors to one
of the largest drive-
through holiday light
exhibits in metro At-
lanta.

Set to kick off Fri-
day, Nov. 25 and run
through Friday, Dec.
30, the Holiday Light

Spectacular brings the holiday spirit
alive with millions of colorful lights
and an enhanced yuletide experi-
ence for families and holiday revel-
ers of all ages. Flying reindeer,
dancing light tunnels and dozens of
moving displays are just the start to
the dazzling two-mile drive-through
journey that headlines the more
than month-long holiday attraction
at the historic NASCAR speedway.

Santaʼs Village, located on the
AMS infield, will be open each Fri-
day through Sunday during the Hol-
iday Light Spectacular and daily
from Dec. 16 through the 30th.
There, kids can meet Mr. Claus
himself and have a keepsake photo
or video made with him. Also inside
Santaʼs Village, visitors can
squeeze in some holiday shopping
with a great variety of locally owned
businesses ready to help cross
items off your list. A free sʼmores
station, face painting, arts and
crafts and letters to Santa are also
available in the unique and festive
atmosphere.

If the brilliant lights and Santaʼs
Village werenʼt enough, visitors to
the Holiday Light Spectacular can
kick their evening up a notch at the
carnival, presented by Forever
Young Amusements. Open the
same nights as Santaʼs Village, the
carnival will feature popular rides
and prize-winning games. Individ-
ual rides are just $3, while unlimited
ride wristbands are available for
$20. Carnival snacks and hot
cocoa and cider will be available at
the carnival to satisfy cravings of all
varieties. 

Special holiday-themed drive-in
movie nights will help everyone
from the young to the young at
heart get into the spirit of the sea-
son on select evenings. On Dec.
10, Christmastime favorite, Dr.
Seussʼ “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas,” will be shown, while
“Frozen” will warm the hearts of all
as it lights up the big screen on

Dec. 17. The movies will run con-
tinuously on the designated nights,
and there is no extra charge to
watch.

On Dec. 3, runners, joggers and
walkers will replace cars in the Run
Through the Lights 5K. Open to all
ages, the light show will open its
gates for a Christmas-themed race
in which all participants will receive
a t-shirt, a digital photo with Santa
and a free cup of hot cocoa. Prizes
will be handed out to the first
through third-place male and fe-
male finishers in each age division.
Following the race, the light show
will reopen to vehicles.

Other promotional nights at the
Holiday Light Spectacular include
the ribbon-cutting grand opening
on Friday, Nov. 25 when Childrenʼs
Healthcare of Atlanta will be giving
away free Santa hats to the first
500 vehicles, Double Drive-Thru
days every Monday, offering each
vehicle two trips through the light
show for the price of one, the Great
Clips Ornament Giveaway on Fri-
day, Dec. 9 for the first 500 vehi-
cles, Public Safety and Military
Appreciation Night with a $5 dis-
count with a valid ID on Saturday,
Nov. 26, School Spirit Sundays,
Cookies for a Cause benefiting
local children in need and much
more.

The Holiday Light Spectacular
will be open every day from Friday,
Nov. 25 through Friday, Dec. 30,
with the exception of Christmas
Day, when all features will be
closed for the holiday. Show hours
are 6-9 p.m. Sunday through
Thursday and 6-10 p.m. Thurs-
day through Saturday. The show
will then be open 6-10 p.m. each
day from Dec. 19 through its final
day on Dec. 30.

Prices are $15 per vehicle carry-
ing up to six passengers Monday
through Thursday and $20 per ve-
hicle Friday through Sunday be-

tween Nov. 25 and Dec. 15. Vehi-
cles are $20 every day between
Dec. 16 and Dec. 30. Commercial
vehicles with 6-10 passengers are
$30 and $1 for each passenger
over 10. Tickets may be purchased
at the light show entrance, near the
speedwayʼs Gate 15, and accepted
methods of payment include cash,
debit card and credit card. Maxi-
mum vehicle height is 11 feet.

For more information and a
complete show schedule, visit
www.holidaylightspectacular.info.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - Homestead-Miami

Speedway celebrates the tradition
of giving back to the South Florida
community through various non-
profit organizations. For the fourth
consecutive year, “Driving for a
Cause,” Homestead-Miami Speed-
wayʼs charitable outreach program,
will be awarding grants to local
charities in the South Florida com-
munity. This year, more than
$40,000 in grants will be donated to
six local charities that support
youth development and non-profit
efforts. The charities will be hon-
ored during pre-race ceremonies
prior to the Ford EcoBoost 400 on
Sunday, November 20.

The grant winners are:
• A Chance for Therapy – A pro-

gram helping children who have in-
curable neurological disabilities in
Miami-Dade County. These are
children who are uninsured or un-
derinsured, and the funds help
them gain access to vital therapies
– speech, occupational and physi-
cal.  

• Camillus House – The Youth
Housing Initiative provides emer-
gency and transitional housing for
youth who are homeless and/or
emerging from the foster care sys-
tem. The goal is to help affected
youth, ages 16 -24, become self-
sufficient and independent through

emergency, transitional housing.  
• FIU Foundation Formula SAE

– A student-run organization that
focuses on applying engineering
principles learned in the classroom
to creating an open cockpit racecar.
These students then give back by
taking their “Engineers on Wheels”
campaign to South Florida schools
grades K-12, which helps teach the
youth about STEM programs.

• Hispanic Business Initiative
Fund – The fund benefits young
entrepreneurs and low-to-
moderate income level families to
work on developing a solid founda-
tion for opening up a business

• Laurenʼs Kids – To help spread
the “Safer, Smarter Schools” abuse
prevention curriculum to more chil-
dren in the community by using
community-based education
through community/ neighborhood
organizations

• Miami Bridge Youth and Family
Services – The organization pro-
vides an emergency shelter for
more than 1,000 children who are
runaway, at risk, neglected, aban-
doned, abused, truant and/or in
foster care

In addition to this yearʼs charita-
ble contributions from Driving for a
Cause, Homestead-Miami Speed-
way donates more than $320,000
annually to dozens of South Florida
organizations, including track rental
opportunities throughout the year,
an annual car wash, food drive,
holiday toy drive and much more.

Previous recipients of the grants
include the Boys and Girls Club of
Broward County (2013), Branches,
formerly known as South Florida
Urban Ministries (2013), Farm
Worker Association (2013), Home-
stead South Dade Kiwanis Foun-
dation (2013), The Russell Life
Skills and Reading Foundation
(2014), Miami South BMX (2014)
and Start Off Smart Inc. (2014),
AYUDA, Inc. (2015), Baptist Health
South Florida Foundation (2015),
Good Hope Equestrian Training
Center (2015), HandsOn Miami
(2015) and Homestead-Florida City
Community Soccer League (2015).

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - Fifty-five

Sonoma County non-profit organi-
zations will benefit from nearly
$375,000 in grants that were re-
cently awarded by the Sonoma
chapter of Speedway Childrenʼs
Charities (SCC), the charitable arm
of Sonoma Raceway. 

In total, $374,670 was distrib-
uted to youth-serving organizations
in Sonoma County, bringing the
chapterʼs total to more than $5.5 

(Continued Next Page)
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Itʼs almost time for the annual holiday lights at Atlanta Motor

Speedway running from November 25th through December 30th.

(AMS photo)



Continued…

million since 2001.The
chapter's Board of
Trustees recently ap-
proved the distribu-
tion of 2016 funds at
its annual meeting.

The funds were
primarily raised
through 13 SCC
fundraising events in
2016, the majority of
which are held during
the racewayʼs major-
event weekends, in-
cluding NASCAR,
NHRA and IndyCar.
Highlights of the year

included the Childrenʼs Champions
NASCAR Grand Marshalʼs Ban-
quet and the Online NASCAR
Charitable Auction, which com-
bined to raise more than $96,000
during the Toyota/Save Mart 350
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series week-
end in June. 

The 12th annual Classic Sports
Racing Groupʼs (CSRG) Charity
Challenge generated another
$71,952 for the Sonoma chapter
and the 10th annual Eric Medlen
Nitro Night held the Thursday prior
to the Toyota NHRA Sonoma Na-
tionals netted an additional
$28,000 for SCC. 

SCC is also supported by a
number of businesses that have
signed up as Childrenʼs Champi-
ons, including Ahlborn Fence &
Steel, Inc., American Asphalt, Bl-
eyco Inc., Blue Star Gas, CSW/Stu-
ber Stroeh, ESP & Alarm Inc.,
Falck/verihealth Inc., Kaiser Per-
manente, Monument Security Inc.,
Pacific Highway Rentals, Pacific
Satellite Inc., Pacific Gas & Electric
and United Site Services. In addi-
tion, Great Clips raised nearly
$12,500 in donations at its mobile
hair salon in the main paddock dur-
ing the NASCAR, NHRA and Indy-
Car event weekends.  

“The Speedway Children's Char-
ities grant has helped each of our
underprivileged youth get tutoring
and mentoring,” said former Na-
tional Football League player and
Fence at the Top founder, Honor
Jackson. “A great example is Omar,
a 12 year old who was having a
hard time in school  and home and
through our tutoring program is
now a B student and doing much
better in school.”

Speedway Children's Charities
is a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to raising funds for qualified
children's organizations. Founded
in 1984 by Bruton Smith, chairman
of Speedway Motorsports Inc.,
SCC originated at Charlotte Motor

Speedway in North Carolina and
now boasts eight chapters at SMI
facilities throughout the country.

The following Sonoma County
youth groups will receive funding
from Speedway Childrenʼs Chari-
ties in 2016: ALLIANCE Medical
Center, Inc.; Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters of the North Bay; Boys and
Girls Club of Central Sonoma
County; Boys & Girls Clubs of
Marin and Southern Sonoma
Counties; Boys and Girls Club of
Sonoma Valley; California Parent-
ing Institute; Catholic Charities of
the Diocese of Santa Rosa; Com-
mittee on the Shelterless; Commu-
nity Action Partnership of Sonoma
County; Conservation Corps North
Bay; Court Appointed Special Ad-
vocates of Sonoma
County; DeMeo Teen Club Inc.;
Fence at the Top, Inc.; Forget Me
Not Childrenʼs Services; Girl
Scouts of Northern California; Girls
on the Run Sonoma County; Habi-
tat for Humanity of Sonoma
County; Healthy Community Con-
sortium; Hope Counseling Serv-
ices; Individuals NOW, Inc. Social
Advocates for Youth; Jewish Com-
munity Free Clinic; La Luz Center;
LandPaths; Legal Aid of Sonoma
County; LifeWorks of Sonoma
County; Loco Bloco; Matrix, a Par-
ent Network and Resource Center;
McDowell Drug Task Force; North
Bay Children's Center, Inc.; On the
Move; Paws As Loving Support As-
sistance Dogs; Pediatric Dental Ini-
tiative of the North Coast; Petaluma
People Services Center; Polly
Klaas Foundation; Presbyterian
Church of the Roses; Redwood
Empire Food Bank; Redwood Em-
pire Foster Parent Association;
River to Coast Childrenʼs Services;
Roseland Charter School; Santa
Rosa Community Health Centers;
Sonoma County Public Library
Foundation; Sonoma Ecology Cen-
ter; Sonoma Valley Education
Foundation; Sonoma Valley Edu-
cation Foundation (Sonoma Valley
School Garden Project); Sonoma
Valley Mentoring Alliance; Sonoma
Valley Teen Services; Sunny Hills
Services; Support our Students;
The Ceres Community Project; The
Living Room Center, Inc.; The Red-
wood Empire Conflict Resolution
Service; The Salvation Army; Val-
ley of the Moon Children's Home
Foundation; Verity; West County
Community Services and the
Young Womenʼs Christian Associa-
tion of Sonoma County.

For more information on the
Sonoma chapter of Speedway Chil-
drenʼs Charities, visit
www.Sonoma.SpeedwayChari-
ties.org or contact Cheri Plattner at

cplattner@SonomaRaceway.com
or 707-933-3950.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - Here at the Mon-

ster Mile, we never really stop plan-
ning and preparing for the next big
event. With our 2016 races behind
us, we have already begun gearing
up for our two 2017 NASCAR
tripleheader weekends on June 2-4
and Sept. 29-Oct. 1.

We hope youʼll begin making
plans soon to visit Dover next year,
and use trips to the track to create
new, meaningful traditions with
family and friends – or reignite your
passion for the sport at the Monster
Mile in 2017.

Act now to take advantage of the
best deals and packages, and as
always, donʼt hesitate to contact us
if you have any questions as you
begin to plan your trip.

• The Ultimate Fan Pass puts
you in the drivers and crew chief
meeting before the NASCAR Cup
Series races on June 4 and Oct. 1.
Enjoy a three-day pit and garage
pass, meet and chat with the track
president, take home a limited-edi-
tion chair, enjoy pre-race cere-
monies from the track, and more!

• Keep track of the latest track
news and events in the palm of
your hand with the Monster Mileʼs
Mobile App. The app is FREE and
available for iPhones, iPads and
Android devices.

• Get inside the NASCAR Pre-
mier Series races on June 4 and
Oct. 1 with the FanVision Plus
Package. The package includes a
ticket, parking pass, three-day Fan-
Vision rental, a Trackside Access
pass for Sunday morning and a
souvenir program.

• Bring the family to Dover on
Saturday, Dec. 17 from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. to have your picture taken
with Santa Claus and the famous
Monster Trophy in Sunoco Victory
Lane! Bring a toy for Toys for Tots
and be entered to win four, three-
day tickets to the June 2-4
NASCAR tripleheader weekend! All
visitors will receive a free ticket to
the Friday, Sept. 29, 2017,
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
race at Dover.

Remember, NASCAR tickets
make great holiday gifts! Call 800-
441-RACE for more information.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC -

Charlotte Motor
Speedway helped
one of its most loyal
fans realize a dream
on Friday, when
David Cantrell of Ac-

worth, Georgia, won the “Be CMSʼs
Guest in Vegas,” a trip to NASCAR
Championʼs Week Nov. 30-Dec. 2
in Las Vegas.

Cantrell – who was eligible for
the drawing after he renewed his
tickets for 2017 races at Charlotte
Motor Speedway – will get to take
in NASCARʼs glitz and glamour
alongside the stars of the NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series with free airfare
and lodging for three nights.
Cantrell will experience first-hand
the excitement revolving around
the NASCAR® NMPA Myers Broth-
ers Awards Luncheon, NASCAR
After the Lap, the fan pre-event re-
ception and red carpet access to
the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
Awards.

“I cannot believe it,” said Ac-
worth, a Kevin Harvick fan who re-
newed his tickets to multiple
Speedway Motorsports Inc. tracks
this year. “Iʼm just blown away. Iʼve
watched that awards show for so
many years that itʼs surreal to know
Iʼll get to be there. Itʼs a once-in-a-
lifetime thing.”

TICKETS: Fans can buy tickets
to upcoming speedway events by
calling 1-800-455-FANS (3267), or
visiting www.charlottemotorspeed-
way.com/tickets/. Tickets for the
Speedway Christmas light show
Nov. 19-Dec. 30, which start at just
$20, are available online and at the
gates.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - The al-

ready jam-packed lineup for the
second edition of the Country 500
music festival held at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway just got even
bigger as producers announced
today that Jake Owen has joined
the party.  Jake Owen just garnered
his sixth number 1 single with
“American Country Love Song” and
will be pointing the Love Bus to-
ward Daytona over Memorial Day
Weekend 2017.  

Country 500 is scheduled for
May 26 – 28 and Jake joins previ-
ously announced artists Blake
Shelton, Kid Rock, Miranda Lam-
bert, Keith Urban, Brooks & Dunn,
Thomas Rhett, Hank Williams Jr.,
Martina McBride, Kip Moore, Dan +
Shay, Jamey Johnson, Chris Jan-
son, Chase Rice and many more.

Also added to the festival are
southern rock icons, the Marshall
Tucker Band.
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TULSA, OK -
Quickly becoming a
part of Chili Bowl Na-
tionals week festivities
is Bryan Clausonʼs
Racers for Autism
event, and this Janu-
ary will be no excep-
tion.

The third edition of
Bryan Clausonʼs Rac-
ers for Autism hosted
by Lauren Stewart
takes place at the
long-time Chili Bowl

fan favorite Caravan located at 41st
and Memorial (7901 E 41st St) in
Tulsa, OK, just a few short minutes
away from the Tulsa Expo Race-
way.

The event brought to you by
B&H Contractors and Dooling Ma-
chine is set for Monday night, Jan-
uary 9, from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

All variety of racing collectibles
and more will be up for bid via both
live and silent auction with free
beer, Bar-B-Que and a Tim Dugger
concert to round out the festive
evening.

All proceeds of the event go di-
rectly to the Autism Society of
America.

The inaugural Bryan Clausonʼs
Racers for Autism raised more than
$40,000 with last yearʼs edition
raising an astonishing $76,000 for
the Autism Society of America.

The event originated after Clau-
son was inspired by close friend
and high school classmate Ben
Hodgin to host the event.

Bryan Clausonʼs Racers for
Autism is an event that Lauren
Stewart insisted continue on after
the past Chili Bowl championʼs
passing this past August.

Those interested in sponsorship
or donating auction items may con-
tact Lauren Stewart at
lauren@bryanclauson.com.

The event following Mondayʼs
Chili Bowl practice is open to all,
with tickets available for $50 per
person.  Tickets are available at the
door or online at www.wedoauc-
tions.net/racersforautism.

5-Hour ENERGY
Returns as Title

Sponsor of the 2017
Knoxville Nationals
KNOXVILLE, IA - Following a

successful 2016 entry into grass-
roots racing, 5-hour ENERGY®
has announced they will return to
sprint car racing's most prestigious

race as the title sponsor of the
2017 Knoxville Nationals at
Knoxville (Iowa) Raceway.

The 57th running of the 5-hour
ENERGY Knoxville Nationals pre-
sented by Casey's General Stores
will be held August 9-12, 2017. The
four-day event hosts more than 100
of sprint car racing's greatest driv-
ers from the United States,
Canada, Australia and New
Zealand. More than 20,000 fans
converge upon the small town of
Knoxville, Iowa, just 40 minutes
southeast of Des Moines, for the
annual event. 

5-hour ENERGY®, distributed
by Michigan-based Living Essen-
tials, LLC, has been a mainstay in
NASCAR for the past several years
as a sponsor of teams, drivers, and
tracks, supporting the various pro-
grams through national advertising
and retail campaigns. In 2016, 5-
hour ENERGY added dirt track rac-
ing, specifically the prestigious
Knoxville Nationals, to their mar-
keting efforts.

Casey's General Stores, a long-
standing partner with Knoxville
Raceway, will continue as the pre-
senting sponsor of the 5-hour EN-
ERGY® Knoxville Nationals,
creating a natural retail relation-
ship.

The 2016 5-hour ENERGY
Knoxville Nationals presented by
Casey's General Stores saw one of
the most thrilling battles between
nine-time winner Donny Schatz
and Jason Johnson. Johnson went
on to win the event - the biggest
win of his career - and stop
Schatz's attempt at a 10th victory in
just 11 years. "King of the Outlaws"
Steve Kinser remains the win-
ningest Knoxville Nationals driver
with 12 victories. 

The 5-hour ENERGY® Knoxville
Nationals presented by Casey's
General Stores will again feature
live music on select nights, the an-
nual Jeff Gordon Children's Foun-
dation Tony Stewart Kick-It Cup
fundraiser featuring Gordon, Stew-
art and other NASCAR drivers, the
Knoxville Nationals parade and
more. 

Tickets will be available to the
public starting on Thursday, De-
cember 1. Tickets can be ordered
online or by calling the ticket office
at 641-842-5431. 

More information can be found
on Knoxville Raceway's Facebook
page, @KnoxvilleRaces on Twitter
and Knoxville Raceway on Insta-
gram. The Knoxville Raceway app

is also a free download for all Apple
and Android phones.

Fuller and Graham
Ready to Take on 2017

WEEDSPORT, NY - Super
DIRTcar Series Big Block Modified
standout Tim Fuller is coming off
one of his strongest seasons to
date with a solid third-place finish in
the championship point standings
for car owner Dave Rauscher.

With two series wins and eleven
top-five finishes for Rauscher,
Fuller won't be behind the wheel of
the familiar No. 19 Monadnock Dis-
posal Service in 2017. The two
have mutually agreed to part ways,
leaving Fuller up for grabs in 2017.
The unlikely source is Supermodi-
fied powerhouse Ray Graham, who
will be fielding a new two-car team
for the upcoming season. 

Big-Block Modified veteran
Fuller will be taking on a new roll
come 2017 as he mentors Gra-
ham's son, Kody.

"I went in early May to watch one
of the races at Fulton Speedway,
and that was my first dirt race I had
ever even seen, so I had no idea
what to expect. I've seen a total of
one dirt race, and that's it," Kody
said.

Kody started racing Supermodi-
fieds for his father at the Oswego

Speedway when he was 19 years
old. "I used to race motocross. I
told my dad that racing cars was
easy. He told me to get in and try it,
and it just took off from there." 

Kody's only experience behind
the wheel of a race car has been in
a Supermodified. Supers are
somewhat scarce in the Northeast,
limiting Kody to a mere 10 to 12
races a year.

The idea of racing dirt started to
float around in the Graham house-
hold early in the 2016 season. "We
decided that with dirt you could
pretty much race anytime, any-
where you want," said Kody. "I de-
cided it was something I wanted to
try."

Fuller explained he will maintain
his own car separately at the start
of the season. "Kody has his own
crew. I'm basically showing him the
ropes of racing on dirt. I will even-
tually help them and show them
how to set up the car, but I don't
have that kind of time when you're
racing yourself to work on other
people's cars. My car will be here
with me. His cars will be in Fulton.
Eventually, the plan is to build a
shop and have everything together
in Fulton."

Fuller and Kody are feeling con-
fident with their new team combi-
nation going into the 2017 season.
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PENSACOLA, FL
- Miss Snowball Derby
2016 was crowned on
Thursday night at
Downtown Pensacola,
Florida's Beef
O'Brady's.  More than
13 contestants turned
out for the annual
competition that was
streamed live on
Speed51.com.

The competition
consisted of two
rounds.  The first

round was the casual round, in
which every contestant wore a ca-
sual outfit for the judges to see.
The second round was the formal
round, which saw every contestant
wear a formal gown for the judges
to see.

After both rounds were com-
plete, every contestant was
brought back on stage so three fi-
nalists could be named.  Cam
Davis, Miss Snowball Derby 2015,
was also brought on stage to crown
her successor.

At the end of competition, Raven
Hammac was named Miss Snow-
ball Derby 2016.  Hammac, 23,
from Pensacola, has grown up in
racing circles, and said it's a true
honor to represent Five Flags
Speedway (FL) and the 49th An-
nual Snowball Derby.

"This means everything to me,"
Hammac said.  "My dad raced at
the dirt track when I was a kid.
When I was about 12 or 13 we
started going to Five Flags every
Friday.  I've been to every Snowball
Derby.  It's just a way of life for us.
To be Miss Snowball Derby means
the world to me."

Race fans can catch Raven
Hammac, Miss Snowball Derby
2016, at all Snowball Derby related
events during Snowball Derby
week, from November 30 - Decem-
ber 4.

Snowball Derby to Be
Broadcast Live on

Speed51.com
PENSACOLA, FL - Race fans,

mark this date on your calendar:
December 4, 2016.  Make sure that
your only plans that day are to ei-
ther be at Five Flags Speedway
(FL) for the 49th Annual Snowball
Derby or to be on your couch
watching a live signature video
broadcast of the prestigious short
track race on Speed51.com.

For the third consecutive year,

the Snowball Derby will be avail-
able worldwide via a live, pay-per-
view broadcast on Speed51.com.
Race fans unable to make it to the
Pensacola, Florida area will have
the opportunity to follow four days
of racing action beginning Thurs-
day and ending Sunday with a tel-
evision-style broadcast of the
300-lap Super Late Model main
event.

The live broadcast of the 49th
Annual Snowball Derby will bring
fans closer to the action than ever
with up to 10 camera angles during
the biggest races of the weekend,
an in-house broadcast team includ-
ing pit reporters with more driver in-
terviews than ever before.  The
broadcast will also feature en-
hanced video features and graphi-
cal elements.

Speed51.com's live broadcast of
the 2016 Snowball Derby will begin
on Thursday with a live two-hour
broadcast of Snowball Derby and
Snowflake 100 practice beginning
at 2 p.m. CT.  Those who purchase
Thursday's live video ticket or a
four-day video package will be able
to watch a replay of that practice
session on-demand after its com-
pletion.

51's cameras will start rolling
again later in the night on Thursday
as the grassroots racers in the
Bomber and Sportsman divisions
put on a show during their features
at Five Flags Speedway.

Friday's broadcast will be high-
lighted by the always-intense

Snowball Derby qualifying.  With
nearly 70 drivers expected, only 30
of those drivers will lock into the big
race. The live broadcast on Friday
night will also include 50-lap fea-
tures for the Super Stocks and
Modifieds.

On Saturday, Speed51.com will
go live at 2 p.m. CT for Snowflake
100 qualifying, as well as
Snowflake and Snowball Derby last
chance qualifiers.  The night will be
headlined by the biggest Pro Late
Model race in the country, the
Snowflake 100 at 7 p.m. CT.  In ad-
dition, the 50-lap Pro Truck feature
will also be broadcast live for those
at home.

Sunday afternoon will feature a
television-style broadcast of the
49th Annual Snowball Derby, in-
cluding a two-hour pre-race show
beginning at 12 p.m. CT leading up
to pre-race ceremonies and the
green flag.  The live broadcast will

bring you behind the scenes with
live pit reports, in-car communica-
tion with drivers and more. 

Racing fans can purchase a
four-day live video package for just
$69.99.  Daily packages are avail-
able, however, the four-day video
tickets offers fans a savings of $20.

If you're unable to watch all four
days of racing, an individual video
ticket to watch Sunday's 300-lap
Snowball Derby is available for
$29.99.  Saturday's broadcast of
the Snowflake 100 and more can
be purchased for $24.99. 

A video ticket to watch the al-
ways-intense Snowball Derby qual-
ifying and feature races on Friday
is $19.99, while Thursday's broad-
cast of practice and features can
be purchased for $14.99.

For more information on the
49th Annual Snowball Derby week-
end at Five Flags Speedway, visit
www.snowballderby.com.
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Crowned at Beef O'Brady's

Raven Hammac was crowned Miss Snowball Derby 2016 after a

two round competition and will represent Five Five Speedway dur-

ing the 49th Annual Snowball Derby. (SD photo)



Grandview

Speedway
B E C H -

TELSVILLE, PA -
Again in 2017, as they
have for the past five
years, T.P.Trailers of
Limerick, PA will con-
tinue as a major spon-
sor at NASCAR
sanctioned stock car
racing at Grandview
Speedway. The
Perkins family, opera-
tors of T.P. Trailers in
Limerick, PA, feel that
they gain great expo-
sure for their business

through their sponsorship at
Grandview and that results in in-
creased support for their business
from the racers and the fans.  Over
the course of the past few years
thousands of dollars have been dis-
tributed by the well-known local
business that specializes in just
about anything relating to trailers,
rental and sales along with other
equipment and services.

Again this year T.P. Trailers will
be posting bonus bucks in the form
of $250 for the winner of each Sat-
urday night T.P.Trailers NASCAR
358 Modified feature race bringing
the top prize to $2750. In addition
the winner of the BRC Late Model
and Sportsman stock car feature
races on Saturday nights will re-
ceive $100 extra.

Racers are reminded that in
order to be eligible for the awards
a T.P. Trailers decal must be clearly
visible on both sides of the race
car. And this will be strictly en-
forced.

“We are happy to be back as a
sponsor at Grandview. We enjoy
the great relationship we have with
the Rogers family and the stock car
racing community,” said Tom
Perkins speaking for all the mem-
bers of the T.P.Trailers team. “We
have had great results from our
marketing efforts at Grandview.”
Once the schedule for 2017 has
been finalized a date will be set for
the annual T.P.Trailers Night which
is part of their sponsorship pack-
age.

Perkins added, “It is really great
to have racers and fans patronize
our location and thank us for our
support of racing at Grandview.”

In addition to the sponsorship
night being a part of their awards
program T.P.Trailers also receives
a half page ad in the weekly pro-
gram book and an 8x16 billboard
that is seen by all the fans and rac-
ers along with regular public ad-
dress mentions.

T.P. Trailers, Inc. is a family-
owned and operated business spe-
cializing in the sale, rental and
repair of Landscape trailers and
utility trailers, Dump Inserts and
Trailers, Cargo trailers, Utility trail-
ers, Car haulers, ATV trailers, Stor-
age trailers, Storage containers
and Conex Boxes, Open and En-
closed Motorcycle trailers, Snow
Plows and Salt Spreaders, Truck
Beds, Bodies, Bodies and Inter-
changeable Truck Systems. Ap-
proaching its 52nd anniversary as
a truck maintenance facility, T.P.
Trailers expanded into the
trailer/container industry nearly 25
years ago.

If you visit them today, you will
find more employees, more parts,
a larger facility and far more stock
units than you would have ob-
served in the ʻ50s, or even in the
ʻ90s! But, what you will also find is
a staff of knowledgeable people
who are ready to help you, answer
your questions and guide you to
the right trailer, service or part for
you.

T.P. Trailers is located just a
short distance from Grandview
Speedway at 703 West Ridge Pike,
Limerick, PA 19468. Telephone
800.255.0666.

T.P.Trailer decals are available
at their business location and will
be available at the free-to-public
practice session that is set for Sat-
urday, March 25th at Grandview
with a noontime start. The practice
is open to all racers planning to be
part of the racing action during the
55th consecutive season of auto
racing presented on the one-third-
mile, banked clay oval.

Opportunities for track magazine
advertising, billboards and spon-
sorship night packages are still
available. Contact Ernie Saxton at
267.934.7286 for information or
use his email at Esax-
ton144@aol.com. 

For additional information tele-
phone 610.754.7688 or check in at
www.grandviewspeedway.com.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

With just over 5 months until the
2017 season kicks off at the 46th
Annual NAPA Auto Parts Spring
Sizzler, Stafford Speedway is
proud to announce the 22 event
2017 schedule.

“We are excited about the 2017
season, we have our marquee
events and have added 4 new
shows to the schedule,” explained
Stafford COO/GM Mark Arute.
“Staffordʼs key focus remains to
have a strong weekly program for
the fans and race teams, we be-

lieve that is the backbone of short
track racing.”

The 2017 race season will begin
at the 46th Annual NAPA Auto
Parts Spring Sizzler Weekend,
April 29th & 30th.  Doug Coby, the
2016 Whelen Modified Tour Cham-
pion, will look to defend his crown
in the Whelen Modified Tour NAPA
Spring Sizzler 200.  The two-day
event is highlighted by the NAPA
Auto Parts Pit Party where fans
have the opportunity to meet their
favorite drivers prior to racing on
Sunday.

Following the NAPA Spring Siz-
zler, Stafford racing gets back to its
weekly regiment beginning with the
return of BFF night on May 5th and
the Late Model 50 on May 12th.
The Valenti Modified Racing Series
hits the half-mile May 19th for their
annual early season Connecticut
stop and the series will make one
additional Stafford stop on Sep-
tember 1st for another 80 lap fea-
ture.

Doug Dunleavy and Dunleavyʼs
Truck and Trailer Repair has joined
the schedule with a new Memorial
Day Weekend event.  Dunleavyʼs
Truck and Trailer Repair Modified
Big Money Event plus Military Ap-
preciation Night is scheduled for
May 26th.  Both the SK Modified®
and SK Light Modifieds will have
special events with details to be an-
nounced within the coming weeks.
The night will be capped off with a
fireworks display to honor all those
who have served our country.

“No one has ever paid an SK
Light purse this big. Dougʼs excited,
weʼre excited, that night is going to
be fun,” explained Arute.

The month of June will play host
to two new events at Stafford.
June 2nd will be the first of two
Stafford stops for the exciting new
Modified Touring Series with the
second MTS event being held Fri-
day July 21st.  

“Our team has been working
with Gary Knight of the Modified
Touring Series for a few months
now and we really like the series he
is pulling together,” said Arute.  “We
were impressed by his execution of
the Winchester 200 last year at
Monadnock and are looking for-
ward to the Modified Touring Series
Stafford debut on Friday June 2nd.”

June will also play host to the
ISMA Supermodifiedʼs return to the
half-mile.  The fastest short track
cars in the country will go 60 laps
and be accompanied by Staffordʼs
five weekly divisions.

Friday, July 7th will see the
biggest SK Modified® event in the
country, the NAPA Auto Parts SK
5K, take place.  Since the inaugural

event in 2014 the NAPA SK 5K has
seen 3 different winners and has
paid over $120k in purse money.
2017 will be no exception, this is
the event all SK Modified® drivers
want to win.

“The NAPA SK 5K is a fan fa-
vorite and one of my favorite
events,” continued Arute.  “We
thank NAPA for their support of this
event as it has become a highlight
of our schedule for the last few
years.”

The Whelen Modified Tour
makes its second of three stops at
Stafford on Friday August 4th for
the 27th Annual Stafford 150.  The
final NWMT stop comes with NAPA
Auto Parts Fall Final Weekend on
Sept. 30th-Oct. 1st where all 5 of
Staffordʼs 2017 track champions
will be crowned. 

Stay tuned to StaffordSpeed-
way.com and social media in the
coming weeks for more information
on the 2017 schedule.

2017 Season Ticket Packages
are now available and on sale now
through www.staffordspeedway.
com.  Visit the site and click on the
BUY TICKETS link to purchase
your 2017 season ticket today.

2017 Schedule Highlights
• 3 NASCAR Whelen Modified

Tour Events (4/30, 8/4, 10/1)
• 2 Valenti Modified Racing Se-

ries Events (5/19, 9/1)
• 2 Modified Touring Series

Events (6/2, 7/21)
• 1 ISMA Super Modified Event

(6/23)
• NAPA Auto Parts SK 5K (7/7)
• Dunleavy Truck & Trailer Mod-

ified Night (5/26)
• Late Model 50 (5/12)
• Mr. Rooter Truck Series (4/29,

9/30)
For more information, contact

the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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Journal will be on a

limited schedule

during December

and January.

We will still keep

you updated with all

the racing action.

We look forward to

seeing you again

weekly in 2017!


