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Rain Ends Phoenix Race;
Dale Earnhardt Jr. Wins and the Chase is Set



PHILADELPHIA, PA - Comcast
announced today three finalists se-
lected for the inaugural Comcast
Community Champion of the Year
Award. As part of its long-term part-
nership with NASCAR, Comcast
created the award to honor
NASCAR team members for their
outstanding charitable endeavors.
The 2015 finalists include an indi-
vidual from each of the top-three
national NASCAR series: Martin
Truex Jr., driver of the No. 78
Chevrolet SS, for the NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series; Joey Gase,
driver of the No. 52 Ford Mustang,
for the NASCAR XFINITY Series;
and Martha Nemechek, whose son
and grandson, Joe and John
Hunter Nemechek, currently com-
pete for the NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series.  

"Comcast works hard to make a
positive impact in the local commu-
nities where our employees and
customers live and work, and that
philosophy is now embedded into
our partnership with NASCAR,"
said Matt Lederer, Executive Direc-
tor of Sports Marketing at Comcast.

"We are proud to have Martin
Truex Jr., Joey Gase and Martha
Nemechek as finalists for the inau-
gural Comcast Community Cham-
pion of the Year Award.  They
embody the spirit of the award
through their dedication to commu-
nity service and we look forward to
highlighting their causes through
the award process."

The 2015 Comcast Community
Champion of the Year will be deter-
mined by a panel comprised of ex-
ecutives from Comcast and The
NASCAR Foundation, as well as
former NASCAR driver Kyle Petty
and NASCAR.com reporter Holly
Cain. In recognition of their efforts,
Comcast will make a donation of
$60,000 to the Comcast Commu-
nity Champion of the Yearʼs affili-
ated charitable organization. A
$30,000 contribution will also be
made to each of the remaining fi-
nalistsʼ charitable organizations.

"Recognizing individuals who
are championing a cause or mak-
ing an impact on their community is
something extremely close to my
heart," said Holly Cain. "I have no
doubt that the people ultimately be-
stowed with the Comcast Commu-
nity Champion of the Year award

will be lifted by the prestige of the
honor. 

"Comcast has done a great job
of coming in and viewing the sport
in its totality. Not just what they can
get out of it, but what they can give
back to it and how they become a
part of the fabric of NASCAR," Kyle
Petty added. "I think thatʼs what the
Comcast Community Champion of
the Year Award encompasses – the
giving spirit that has always been a
big part of NASCAR."

The winner will be named at the
NASCAR XFINITY Series and
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series Banquet on November 23.

Comcast has a long track record
of community service, aiding in the
advancement of local organiza-
tions, developing programs and
partnerships, mobilizing resources
to connect people and inspiring
positive and substantive change.
To learn more about the Comcast
Community Champion of the Year
award, please visit: ComcastCom-
munityChampion.com. 

The 2015 Comcast Community
Champion of the Year finalists are:
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series:

Martin Truex Jr. (Mayetta, New
Jersey) and long-time girlfriend
Sherry Pollex launched the Martin
Truex Jr. Foundation in 2007 with
the goal of raising funds and
awareness for children suffering
from poverty, abuse and illness –
specifically pediatric cancers.  The
foundation continued to grow over
the next eight years, providing sig-
nificant assistance in the aftermath
of Hurricane Sandy and building a
pediatric emergency care center in
Truexʼs home state of New Jersey.
In August 2014, Pollex was diag-
nosed with Ovarian Cancer.
Through this experience, the cou-
ple was inspired to expand their
fundraising efforts and change the
foundationʼs mission to include a
range of underfunded cancer initia-
tives specific to childhood and
ovarian cancers. In 2015, the Mar-
tin Truex Jr. Foundation began a
three-year partnership with Levine
Childrenʼs Hospital in Charlotte,
North Carolina to assist in finding
breakthrough treatments specific to
pediatric cancers. Every day, Truex
sports a bracelet encompassing his
personal motto as well as the
Foundationʼs inspiration: Never

Give Up.
NASCAR XFINITY Series:

Joey Gase (Cedar Rapids,
Iowa) lost his mother Mary Jo to a
brain aneurysm when he was just
18 years old. Since she was not
married at the time, Gase was
faced with the decision of whether
or not she would want to be an
organ, eye, and tissue donor. Later
on, he found out that the decision
he made to donate his motherʼs or-
gans helped save and improve the
lives of 66 people. Overwhelmed
by the impact, Gase sought oppor-
tunities to promote donation
through the local organ procure-
ment organizations (OPO) in each
state. Throughout the past few
years, he has been able to use his
platform as a NASCAR driver to
host meet-and-greets with families
who have been impacted by organ
donation, visit children who have
been hospitalized, promote organ
donation through sharing his story
at high schools, and more. At just
22 years old, his efforts have al-
ready produced great dividends.
Gase often has people reach out to
let him know that had it not been for
his story, they never would have
thought to sign up as an organ
donor.
NASCAR Camping World Truck

Series:

Martha Nemechek (Mooresville
, North Carolina) lost her son John
Nemechek to complications from
head injuries sustained in an acci-
dent during a 1997 NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series event
at Homestead-Miami Speedway. In
the months following the death of

her 27-year old son, she was in-
consolable until Nemechek re-
ceived a call from Gordon Collins,
a stranger empathizing with her
grief, that she was able to channel
into a driving force for helping those
in similar situations. For the past 18
years, Nemechek has given her
heart to many causes, including the
exchange of supportive emails with
U.S. troops in Iraq, assisting can-
cer patients with their wishes to
meet NASCAR drivers, maintaining
her World Prayer List, feeding the
underprivileged, and much more.
Her priority, however, is reaching
out to parents who have lost chil-
dren – especially those within the
racing circuit. Those impacted by
her efforts are amazed at Ne-
mechekʼs willingness to open up in
an area that is painful for her to re-
live, but she is driven by her desire
to reach out. The way she puts it is
simple: once she began giving
back, Nemechek felt like she was
living again.

Comcast Corporation is a global
media and technology company
with two primary businesses, Com-
cast Cable and NBCUniversal.
Comcast Cable is one of the na-
tion's largest video, high-speed In-
ternet and phone providers to
residential customers under the
XFINITY brand and also provides
these services to businesses.
NBCUniversal operates news, en-
tertainment and sports cable net-
works, the NBC and Telemundo
broadcast networks, television pro-
duction operations, television sta-
tion groups, Universal Pictures and
Universal Parks and Resorts. 
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By REID SPENCER
AVONDALE, AZ -

A serendipitous se-
quence of pit stops
and a drizzle that
turned into a down-
pour made a winner of
Dale Earnhardt Jr. in
Sunday nightʼs
Quicken Loans Race

for Heroes 500 at Phoenix Interna-
tional Raceway, the start of which
was delayed from day to night by
rain in the afternoon.

But the race that was halted by
the rain 93 laps short of its sched-
uled distance of 312 laps was
hardly the satisfying conclusion
Carl Edwards, Brad Keselowski,
Kurt Busch or Joey Logano had
hoped for.

Those four drivers were elimi-
nated from the Chase for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup, as defending
champion Kevin Harvick, Kyle
Busch and Martin Truex Jr. joined
Jeff Gordon in next Sundayʼs
Championship Round at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway (3 p.m. ET
on NBC).

Earnhardt came to pit road for
fuel and tires one lap before Joey
Gase and Ricky Stenhouse Jr.
crashed in Turn 3 to bring out the
second caution of the race on Lap
196. While on pit road, Earnhardt
crossed the scoring line at the flag
stand before Harvick, who had
dominated with 143 laps led, got to
the stripe.

And when other lead-lap cars
came to pit road under the yellow,
Earnhardt inherited the top spot,
with Harvick second and Logano
third. Before track workers could
complete clean-up from the acci-
dent, rain began to fall, and
NASCAR called the race after the
light precipitation became a deluge.

"We had an idea that the rain
was in the area, but all the circum-
stances that played out at the end
of the race are just kind of luck, I
think," said Earnhardt, who won for
the third time at Phoenix, the third
time this season and the 26th time
in his career. "I want to give (crew
chief) Greg (Ives) a lot of credit,
and the guys. 

"They gave us a good enough
car to come here and qualify well
(third). I think the reason why we
won this race is because of the way

we qualified to give ourselves a po-
sition to be up front all night. When
something like this quirky happens
we were able to capitalize. Itʼs a
rain-shortened win, but my guys
are very proud of it because of how

the car ran all weekend and we put
ourselves in this position." 

The third-place qualifying effort
also gave the No. 88 team third
pick of pit stalls, and that choice
also proved crucial because it put
Earnhardt in position to take the
lead when NASCAR called the
caution.

Harvick had mixed feelings
about his second-place result. The
caution likely cost him a victory, but
it also assured his eligibility to de-
fend his title at Homestead.

"Yeah, it's kind of bittersweet,"
Harvick acknowledged. "The car
just really performed well today,
and we were able to lead a lot of
laps, and just really proud of the
guys for the decisions that they
made overnight to get that last little
bit out of the car today, and how it
performed was really good. 

"Just caution came out at the
wrong time, and we didn't get to
make up the ground on the race
track under green, where Dale was
pitted, and the way that they came
out of the pits just didn't time out
well. “But still proud of our group,
and sometimes you win some of
those things, sometimes you don't,

but in the end, the big picture is
what it's all about."

Kyle Busch finished fourth to ad-
vance to the season finale. Gordon
ran sixth, followed by Kurt Busch,
Denny Hamlin and Keselowski.
Truex came home 14th but edged
12th-place finisher Edwards for the
final spot in the Championship
Round by five points.

Kyle Busch continued his im-
probable run toward a first series
title with his fourth-place finish on
Sunday. Having suffered a broken
right leg and left foot in the season-

opening NASCAR XFINITY Series
race at Daytona, Busch missed the
first 11 Sprint Cup events of the
year but came back to win four
times shortly after his return.

With the wins and a top-30
points finish, Busch qualified for the
Chase.

"When I returned, we did a good
job and we won four out of five and
put ourselves in a position to make
the Chase, and the rules are the
way the rules are, and weʼre going
to make the most of it," Busch said.
"Weʼre playing with house money,
and weʼre rolling to Homestead."

Truex, who entered Sundayʼs
race with a seven-point lead over
Edwards, lost a lap during the
same sequence of pit stops that put
Earnhardt in the lead, but he re-
gained it under the caution on a
wave-around and finished two
spots behind Edwards to clinch his
place in the finals.

Driving for single-car Furniture
Row Racing, Truex goes to Home-
stead with confidence.

"With the way our stuff has been
running here lately, it's been really
good, and we were really strong at
Texas (last week)," he said. "I feel

like what we're taking there (to
Homestead) might be a little bit bet-
ter. 

"Excited to get to Homestead,
which has been a really good track
for me over the years, and get a
chance to pull off our first win
there."

The highest finisher among the
four eligible drivers wins the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series title.

Logano, Keselowski and Kurt
Busch (who was hit with a pass-
through penalty for jumping the
start of the race) needed to win on

Sunday to make the finals. But the
rain made sure they never got a
chance at another restart.

Logano took the disappointment
with grace.

"Itʼs hard to play the race with
rain in the area," Logano said. "You
donʼt know whatʼs going to happen,
but you just hope thereʼs another
shot. You hope that thereʼs a restart
and if two of them slip up and
youʼre able to put it three-wide on
the bottom, or do something like
that — but just didnʼt ever have the
opportunity there at the end. 

"We had plenty of opportunities
to try to get ourselves to the front,
we just werenʼt as fast as the 4
(Harvick). We were a solid second-
place car, but Junior timed it out re-
ally well when they pitted to that
caution, and it worked out really
well for them."

Note: Chevrolet clinched its 13th
straight manufacturerʼs champi-
onship in the NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series, 39th overall… Hendrick
Motorsports swept the Eliminator
Round of the Chase with Gordon
winning at Martinsville, Jimmie
Johnson at Texas and Earnhardt at
Phoenix.
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Harvick, Busch, Truex Join
Gordon in Championship 4

Dale Earnhardt Jr. gets the congratulatory high 5 after NASCAR calls the race because of rain.
(JONATHAN FERREY/GETTY IMAGES photo)



By REID SPENCER
AVONDALE, AZ -

If Saturdayʼs DAV 200
Honoring Americaʼs
Veterans had been a
court case, 39
NASCAR XFINITY
Series drivers would
have pleaded "no con-
test."

The exception
was polesitter Kyle

Busch, who led 190 of 200 laps in
registering a dominating victory at
Phoenix International Raceway, his
eighth in 19 starts at the track.

In a race that saw defending se-
ries champion and seventh-place
finisher Chase Elliott trim XFINITY
leader Chris Buescherʼs margin in
the standings from 24 to 18 points,
Busch ran away with the event,
crossing the finish line 3.097 sec-
onds ahead of runner-up Brad Ke-
selowski.

After winning his 47th pole ear-
lier in the day (extending his series
record), Busch picked up his 76th
XFINITY victory (extending his se-
ries record). The driver of the No.
54 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota now
has led 1,636 laps at PIR, second
most at any track behind Bristol
(1,768).

The win was Buschʼs fifth from
the pole at PIR.

"It wasnʼt particularly hard, obvi-
ously," Busch said about the ease
of his victory. "I do remember that
there was one other time here I
think I led 200 of 200 (laps)…
Weʼve done that here before.
Today was close. We just werenʼt
able to get good enough pit stops
to come out of the pits with the lead
each time and hold the lead that we
had.

"But, all in all, it was a very fast
race car — flawless, really."

Keselowskiʼs No. 22 Team
Penske Ford was fast but not in
Buschʼs class.

"We had a great effort," Ke-
selowski said. "We had a great day
on pit road. The guys on the pit
crew did a great job there. We
gained spots, so that was really
cool and real fun, but we just
needed a lot more speed to run
with the 54. Either way, it was a
pretty solid day."

JGR drivers Erik Jones and
Daniel Suarez ran third and fourth,
respectively, giving the organiza-
tion three of the top four finishing
positions. Ty Dillon came home
fifth, followed by Regan Smith.

Buescher finished 13th, one lap

down, and lost a fourth of his points
lead over the reigning champion.
But he can clinch the series title
with a finish of 13th or better next
Saturday at Homestead-Miami
Speedway.

"In the grand scheme of things,

we need to go to Homestead and
we need to have a good day and
do what we did there last year –
just run around and stay out of trou-
ble," Buescher said. "Run fifth –
that would be just fine. 

"When you look at the averages
and points gained versus our
needed position to finish, our win-
dow is getting bigger as we go
through these last four races, so
that makes me feel good as we go
to Homestead. Even though they
gained some points, honestly, un-
less something crazy happens at
Homestead itʼs just not going be
enough."

Busch, on the other hand, is in a
dogfight for one of three available
spots in the Chase for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Champi-
onship Round next week at Home-
stead. But first heʼll have to survive
Sundayʼs Quicken Loans Race for
Heroes 500 at PIR (2:30 p.m. ET
on NBC).

"We got our M&Mʼs Camry a lit-
tle bit better there in Happy Hour,"
Busch said of Saturdayʼs final
Sprint Cup practice session. "It was
good. Iʼd like it to be better than it
was, but weʼll see how it stacks up
in the race. I learned some things
here today that will help me, and
Iʼm looking forward to it."

Busch, who is second on the
Chase Grid, will start 10th in Sun-
dayʼs race.
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s Kyle Busch Dominates
in 8th XFINITY Win

at Phoenix

Kyle Busch is comfortable with this PIR victory lane interview after
dominating the DAV 200 Honoring Americaʼs Veterans race Satur-
day afternoon. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo)

Chase Elliott (9) leads points leader Chris Buescher (6) on the track but is only eight points behind in
the bid for the NASCAR XFINITY Championship. (RUSSELL LABOUNTY/NKP photo) 



By REID SPENCER
AVONDALE, AZ -

After the NASCAR
Camping World Truck
Series battle changed
dramatically with a
wreck involving the
two series leaders,
Timothy Peters held
off John Hunter Ne-
mechek to win Friday
nightʼs Lucas Oil 150

at Phoenix International Raceway.
Peters beat Nemechek to the

checkered flag by .309 seconds to
record his first victory at the one-
mile speedway, his second of the
season and the 10th of his career.

But the real drama occurred 30
laps before Peters crossed the fin-
ish line in the 150-lap event. The
dominant trucks of series leader
Erik Jones and two-time defending
champion Matt Crafton fell out of
contention, wrecking during an in-
tense battle for the lead.

As Crafton and Jones raced
side-by-side for the lead after a
restart on Lap 120, Craftonʼs Toy-
ota slipped underneath Jonesʼ Tun-
dra in Turn 4 and pinched Jones
against the outside wall. Crafton

shot to the left and knocked Thor-
Sport Racing teammate Johnny
Sauterʼs Toyota into the inside wall,
critically damaging both vehicles.

Despite damage to the rear of
his truck, Jones salvaged a lead-
lap ninth-place finish and main-
tained a 19-point lead in the series
standings over second-place Tyler
Reddick, who finished fifth on Fri-
day night.

Crafton wasnʼt as fortunate. His
23rd-place finish left him 32 points
behind Jones, who can end
Craftonʼs title run with a finish of
27th or better next Friday at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway. Jones can
clinch his first championship out-
right with a finish of 15th or better
in the season finale.

"I made a mistake," Crafton ac-
knowledged. "Mistakes happen
and weʼre all human," he said. "I
hate it for my guys because we had
a great truck."

Peters had to
dodge a Lap 6 wreck
involving Brandon
Jones, William Byron
and Cole Custer be-
fore he could think
about winning the

race.
"When I saw it happen, and (the

wrecking trucks) coming back
across the race track, I canʼt tell
you what I was thinking, but it was
ʻHere we go again,ʼ" said Peters,
who posted his seventh straight

top-six finish in a stretch that in-
cludes two wins. "The last two
years, weʼve had great trucks (at
Phoenix), but weʼve been in the
right place at the wrong time.

"The Lord works in great ways,
and tonight was our night. Even

though we missed it by our chinny,
chin, chin, I was able to miss it. The
only damage on the truck is from
me getting crazy burning it out (in
the post-race celebration). Iʼm sure
that wonʼt be a problem if we keep
continuing to go down this path."

Note: With Petersʼ victory, Toy-
ota clinched its eighth manufactur-
ersʼ championship in the Truck
Series.
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Peters Holds Off
Nemechek for Truck

Series Victory in Phoenix

Timothy Peter celebrates ontrack after holding off John Hunter Ne-
mechek for the win Friday night at PIR. (RONDA GREER photo)

Late in the race, championship points leader Erik Jones (4) and defending champion Matt Crafton
(88) battle for position and points which ended in an accident that put both of them out of contention
for the win. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo)

Matt Craftonʼs crew take a look
at the damage of their #88 truck
in the pits after the run in with
Erik Jones during the Lucas Oil
150 at Phoenix. (RONDA
GREER photo)
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AVONDALE, AZ -
A one-race deal led to
a full-time ride. And re-
sulted in Chris Eggle-
ston celebrating car
owner Bill McAnally's
sixth NASCAR K&N
Pro Series West
championship Thurs-
day night at Phoenix

International Raceway.
Eggleston came home 10th in

the No. 99 NAPA Filters Toyota in
the season-ending Casino Arizona
100 to put the finishing touches on
the 2015 title run.

Todd Gilliland won the race in his
first career series start to become
the youngest winner in series his-
tory. The Sherrills Ford, North Car-
olina, who turned 15 in May, is son
of the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
driver David Gilliland, and drove
the No. 54 Frontline Enterprises
Toyota to the same Victory Lane his
dad did in the series 10 years ago.

NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
champion William Byron finished
second, followed by Eggleston's
BMR teammate Brandon
McReynolds.

Sixteen-year-old JJ Haley won
the pole award and had his No. 05
Braun Auto Chevrolet out front for
94 laps before a cut tire ended his
shot his first series win. That turned
the opportunity at history over to
Gilliland.

Gilliland was born in 1999, the

first year McAnally won a K&N Pro
West title with Sean Woodside.
BMR added championships with
Brendan Gaughan (2000 and
2001) and Eric Holmes (2008 and
2010).

And it was Eggleston, the 26-
year-old from Erie, Colorado, who
added to that lineage.

Eggleston made three starts
with Bill McAnally Racing last year.
His first race came at his home
track, Colorado National Speed-
way, and resulted in his first career
NASCAR victory. That led to two
more starts -- Iowa and Phoenix --
and the relationship blossomed into
a full season schedule in 2015.

Eggleston entered the final with
just a four-point lead over Sunoco
Rookie of the Year candidate Noah
Gragson, and had another pair of
rookies Gracin Raz and Ryan Par-
tridge within 12 points on him.
Eggleston was not eligible for the
series' rookie of the year honors
because he had run six NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series races
between 2010-2014.

But Eggleston did what he
needed Thursday: Keep his chal-
lengers in the rear-view mirror.
After qualifying 15th -- second be-
hind Partridge among contenders -
- he passed Partridge before the
halfway break and kept his car out
of trouble while picking off posi-
tions.

Gragson finished 12th and

wound up seven points behind
Eggleston in the final championship
standings (512-505). Partridge was
11th and finished with 499 points,
while Raz suffered from a motor
issue, brought it home 27th and
ended 10 points behind Partridge.

Todd made it three generations
of Gilliland as race winners in the
series. His grandfather, Butch, won
13 races in the West, while his dad
won four -- including the 2005 race
at Phoenix. At 15 years, 5 months,
28 days, Todd Gilliland broke the
mark set by Gray Gaulding (15
years, 8 months, 30 days) in 2013
as youngest winner in series his-
tory.

Byron's HScott Motorsports With
Justin Marks teammate Dalton
Sargeant finished fourth and
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series driver
Landon Cassill was fifth.

Harrison Burton, another son of

a former NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries driver, finished sixth, followed
by Travis Miller, James Bickford, DJ
Kennington and Eggleston.

The Casino Arizona 100 will air
on NBCSN on Thursday, Nov. 19 at
7 p.m. The race was carried live on
MRN Radio.

Eggleston and the rest of the top
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
drivers will be honored at the
NASCAR Night of Champions
Touring Awards at the Charlotte
Convention Center/NASCAR Hall
of Fame in Charlotte, North Car-
olina, on Saturday, Dec. 12.

Haley Earns First Pole
PHOENIX, AZ - HScott Motor-

sports with Justin Marks is continu-
ing their success at Phoenix
International Raceway.

After teammate William Byron
led the way in practice, NASCAR
K&N Pro Series East rookie JJ
Haley drove his No. 05 Braun Auto
Chevrolet to the top of the charts
Thursday afternoon with a time of
27.065 seconds (132.553 mph) to
earn his first 21 Means 21 pole
award.

Ryan Partridge will lead his fel-
low championship contenders
Chris Eggleston, Noah Gragson
and Gracin Raz to green. Partridge
and his No. 9 Sunrise Ford/Eibach
Springs/Goparts.com Ford quali-
fied 9th with a time of 27.440 sec-
onds (131.195 mph). Eggleston
finished 15th, while Gragson and
Raz finished 20th and 25th, re-
spectively.

Landon Cassill, William Byron,
Dalton Sargeant and Harrison Bur-
ton rounded out the top five.
Spencer Davis, Ronnie Bassett Jr.,
David Mayhew, Todd Gilliland and
Brandon McReynolds complete the
top 10.
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Gilliland Becomes Youngest K&N

Pro West Winner 

Todd Gilliland, 15, became the youngest winner in the NASCAR K&N Pro Series West with his win
Thursday night at Phoenix International Raceway. Getty Images via NASCAR

Chris Eggleston celebrates his NASCAR K&N Pro Series West
championship Thursday night at Phoenix International Raceway.
(Getty Images via NASCAR photo)



CHARLOTTE, NC
- As a long 2015 sea-
son for the Pro All
Stars Series (PASS)
South Super Late
Models gets set to
come to an end next
weekend at Hickory
Motor Speedway, race
fans will be focused on
a thrilling champi-

onship battle.  Four drivers will
come to Hickory with a shot at the
Southʼs most prestigious Super
Late Model championship at the
completion of 200 green flag laps
in the 10th Annual Mason-Dixon
Meltdown.  Since 2006, the Melt-
down has seen some of the biggest
names in Super Late Model racing
go to victory lane including Cassius
Clark, Ben Rowe, Johnny Clark,
Justin Wakefield, and Preston
Peltier.

The top four drivers in the PASS
South Super Late Model points,
Tate Fogleman, Zane Smith, Matt
Craig, and Jody Measamer, are
only separated by 23 points head-
ing into the Mason-Dixon Melt-
down.  Young Tate Fogleman finds
himself in an inviable position as
the PASS South points leader.  But
at the same time, the third genera-
tion racer will face the difficult deci-
sion of whether or not he should
race hard or be conservative when
gets to Hickory Motor Speedway
next Saturday.

After struggling early in the year,
with a best finish of only fifth at An-
derson Motor Speedway in March
to show for his efforts, Fogleman
and his team rebounded in the sec-
ond half.  Fogleman has six top
10ʼs, including a strong third place
finish at South Boston Speedway in
August.  More importantly for his
championship drive, Foglemanʼs
eighth place finish at Concord
Speedway last weekend allowed
him to stretch his advantage over
Zane Smith to 18 points going into
the Mason-Dixon Meltdown at
Hickory.

Entries continue to come in for
next Saturday afternoonʼs Mason-
Dixon Meltdown at Hickory Motor
Speedway, highlighted by the four
PASS South championship con-
tenders, Tate Fogleman, Zane
Smith, Matt Craig, and Jody
Measamer.  Trevor Sanborn will be
back in the Woodman Racing entry

and will be joined by fellow New
Englanders, Kyle Dsouza and
John-Michael Shenette.  Former
Hickory Motor Speedway regular
Brandon Setzer will be seeking his
first Super Late Model win at his
hometrack.  Texas driver Derek
Scott, Jr. returns to PASS after set-
ting the fast time at Hickory for the
Easter Bunny 150 in April.  Veter-
ans Jeff Batten and Jimmy Doyle,
along with Northwest racing legend
Garrett Evans and rookie con-
tender Vinnie Miller will be looking
to end the season with a win.

Action begins on Friday, Novem-
ber 20 at Hickory Motor Speedway
with open practice for all divisions
from 2-5 PM.  On Saturday, No-
vember 21, practice will begin at 11
AM with qualifying starting at 1:30
PM for the PASS South Super Late
Models, PASS Pro Late Models,
USAC Eastern Midgets, and Leg-
ends Cars, and feature racing at 3
PM.  

PASS South Super Late Model
and PASS Pro Late Model entry
forms and the complete weekend
schedule for the 10th Annual
Mason-Dixon Meltdown 200 at
Hickory Motor Speedway can be
found at ProAllStarsSeries.com.

Donʼt forget to “Like” the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter @PASSSLM14 to
keep up with breaking news as it
happens.

Dates Finalized For
2016 PASS South
Super Late Model

Schedule
CHARLOTTE, NC - Pro All Stars

Series (PASS) officials announced
today the final three dates on the
2016 PASS South Super Late
Model schedule.  The Southʼs
longest running Super Late Model
series will return to Anderson Motor
Speedway in South Carolina, while
Hickory Motor Speedway will re-
ceive a third PASS South Super
Late Model event in the fall of
2016.  East Carolina Motor Speed-
way in Robersonville, NC joins the
PASS South schedule for the first
time in 2016 and will fill out the 11th
anniversary seasonʼs slate of
races.  The 2016 season will con-
sist of 15 races at 8 speedways in
three states.

Anderson Motor Speedway in

upstate South Carolina will host the
PASS South Super Late Models on
Friday night, June 17 in an action
filled night which will also see the
NASCAR Late Model Stocks, BM
Modifieds, Legends, and Front
Wheel Drive divisions in action.  It
will be a busy doubleheader week-
end for the PASS South racers,
who will also compete the following
night at Hickory Motor Speedway.

Speaking of Hickory Motor
Speedway, the legendary track
which has operated since 1951, will
host the PASS South Super Late
Models three times in 2016.  PASS
returns to its longest running
speedway on Saturday night, Sep-
tember 24, joining the previously
announced 11th Annual Easter
Bunny 150 on Saturday, March 26
and the event scheduled for Satur-
day night, June 18.    

East Carolina Motor Speedway
in Robersonville, NC has become
one of the premier facilities in east-
ern North Carolina and will com-
plete the 2016 PASS South Super
Late Model with an event there on
Saturday night, July 30.  While the
tricky 3/8 mile, D-shaped speed-
way will be hosting PASS for the
first time in 2016, it will not be the

first time Super Late Models have
raced there.  Throughout the
1980ʼs and 1990ʼs, East Carolina
was well known for featuring what
was then known as the Late Model
Sportsman division.  The PASS
South Super Late Models continue
to be very popular with area fans
and thanks to the Perry family,
PASS will return to eastern North
Carolina for their only visit in 2016.

The 2016 PASS South Super
Late Model season will begin on
the weekend of February 5-6 at
Greenville-Pickens Speedway with
the return of the Winter Meltdown,
which will also feature the Limited
Late Models and Trucks divisions in
action.

The final race of 2016 will be the
14th Annual North-South Shootout
at Concord Speedway on Novem-
ber 4-5, featuring PASS along with
the Tour-type Modifieds and addi-
tional support divisions.

PASS also recently announced
that the biggest short track race on
asphalt, the 43rd Annual Oxford
250 at Oxford Plains Speedway in
Maine will take the green on Sun-
day, August 28, 2016, paying
$25,000 to the winner plus lap
leader bonus money.

PASS South Title Fight
Going Down To The Wire At

Hickoryʼs Mason-Dixon
Meltdown

P.A
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Charlotte

Motor Speedway

CONCORD, NC -
Next week may mark
the kickoff of the sixth
year of Speedway
Christmas at Charlotte
Motor Speedway, but
visitors from years
past wonʼt even recog-
nize the show, which
will see dramatic
changes for 2015.

Charlotteʼs biggest
and brightest Christ-
mas tradition returns
to the iconic 1.5-mile
superspeedway Nov.
21-Dec. 30 (closed

Christmas Day) with millions of
lights, thousands of visitors and
countless memories to be made.

Here are some essential facts
that make Speedway Christmas a
canʼt-miss attraction this year:

3 million: More than 3 million
LED lights will be a part of Speed-
way Christmas. The highly efficient
LED lights use nearly 90 percent
less energy and produce a brighter
light than incandescent bulbs. One
strand of LED lights draws about
0.04 amps. By comparison, the av-
erage vacuum cleaner draws about
12 amps. In other words, about 300
strands of LED bulbs use the same
amount of power as the average
vacuum cleaner.

17: New for 2015, Speedway
Christmas will be highlighted by
massive lights-to-music displays
that create the illusion of lights
dancing along to the sounds of 17
Christmas classics. Visitors can
tune their car radio to 91.1FM to lis-
ten to the music as they take in the
lights.

40: This year, the frontstretch
grandstands will be adorned with il-
luminated displays representing the
12 Days of Christmas. Some of the
displays will tower 40 feet in the air,
creating larger-than-life visuals that
would put even the Grinch in the
holiday spirit.

1,000: Speedway officials ex-
pect nearly 1,000 runners to take
part in the third annual Egg Nog
Jog 5K through the lights on open-
ing night, Nov. 21. The family fun
run – where festive costumes are
encouraged, but egg nog-drinking
is not required – begins at 6 p.m.,
followed by a fireworks extrava-
ganza at 7:20 p.m. The official
opening of the drive-through light
show will be at 7:30 p.m.

675: Volunteers are an essential
part of bringing Speedway Christ-
mas to life. In total, 675 volunteers
will be on hand to help with all as-
pects of Speedway Christmas,

from parking and greeting visitors
to working as actors in the Bethle-
hem village.

6: Each Thursday through Sat-
urday night will be WJZY movie
nights at Speedway Christmas,
featuring holiday classics on the
speedwayʼs 16,000-square-foot
HDTV. In total, six holiday classics,
including “Home Alone,” “Elf” and
“Frozen” will be played. Admission
to the movie night is included in the
price of the light show ticket. For a
complete movie night schedule,
visit www.charlottemotorspeed-
way.com

10,000: In total, more than
10,000 strings of LED lights will il-
luminate the speedway in various
displays, tunnels and decorative
features.

39: Speedway Christmas will be
open to the public for a total of 39
nights, from Nov. 21 through Dec.
30, excluding Christmas Day. Of
those nights, the Christmas village,
featuring photos with Santa, a pet-
ting zoo, vendor displays, marsh-
mallow roasting and more, will be
open for 24 nights.

2,000: Photos with Santa is al-
ways a popular attraction for those
looking to get a memorable keep-
sake from the Speedway Christ-
mas visit. Officials expect to take
more than 2,000 photos with Santa
in the Christmas Village. In addi-
tion, kids young and old can have
their picture made with an ice
princess during the week of Christ-
mas.

3,700: Crews got an early start
preparing for Speedway Christmas,
with setup beginning in mid-Octo-
ber. In total, crews are expected to
work more than 3,700 man hours in
preparation for opening night on
Saturday, Nov. 21.

31: In 2014, fans from 31 differ-

ent states purchased advanced
tickets to drive through the lights,
an indication of just how wide an
audience the show has reached in
its first five years.

3.5 miles: This yearʼs newly de-
signed Speedway Christmas light
show course measures 3.5 miles in
length – the longest course ever at
Speedway Christmas. Visitors will
have the rare opportunity to drive
their vehicle around the track at
Charlotte Motor Speedway for
nearly one mile. Back by popular
demand, the drive-through show
will once again include a section
under the frontstretch grandstands.

Fans can get their first look at
the all-new light show on opening
night, Saturday, Nov. 21. The night
will kick off with the third annual
Egg Nog Jog 5K fun run at 6 p.m.,
followed by a spectacular fireworks
display at 7:20 p.m. The drive-
through show will open at 7:30 p.m.
For registration details and more in-
formation on the Egg Nog Jog 5K,
visit www.eggnogjog5K.com. For
additional details about Speedway
Christmas, visit www.charlottemo-
torspeedway.com.

Following opening night, Speed-
way Christmas will be open 6 to 10
p.m., Nov. 22 through Dec. 30, ex-
cluding Christmas Day. Tickets are
available online or at the gate. Ad-
mission is just $20 per car every
Monday through
Wednesday night,
$25 per car on Thurs-
day and Sunday
nights and $30 per
car on Friday and Sat-
urday nights. Group
rates are available.

Need details? Call
1 - 8 0 0 - 4 5 5 - FA N S
(3267) or visit
www.charlottemotor-

speedway.com.
For updates, connect with Char-

lotte Motor Speedway on Twitter,
Facebook or Instagram or down-
load the Charlotte Motor Speedway
mobile app.

Atlanta Motor Speedway

HAMPTON, GA - In under three
weeks, Atlanta Motor Speedway
will transform into a brilliant winter
wonderland, as the Holiday Light
Spectacular by Christmas Décor
opens its doors to one of the
largest drive-through holiday light
exhibits in metro Atlanta.

Set to debut Friday, Nov. 27 and
run through Dec. 30, Christmas
Décor brings an all-new and en-
hanced yuletide experience to fam-
ilies and holiday revelers of all
ages. Flying reindeer, dancing light
tunnels and dozens of moving dis-
plays are just the start to the daz-
zling 2-mile drive-through journey
that headlines the month-long Hol-
iday Light Spectacular at the his-
toric NASCAR speedway.

Santaʼs Village will be open
each Thursday through Sunday
during the Holiday Light Spectacu-
lar and daily from Dec. 17-30.
There, kids can meet Mr. Claus
himself and have a keepsake photo
or video made with Santa. Also in-
side Santaʼs Village, visitors can
squeeze in some holiday shopping
with a great variety of locally owned
businesses ready to help cross
items off your list.

If the lights and Santaʼs village
werenʼt enough, visitors to the Hol-
iday Light Spectacular can kick
their evening up a notch at the car-
nival, presented by Kissel Enter-
tainment. Open nightly, the carnival
will feature popular rides and prize-
winning games. Unlimited ride
wristbands are available for $20.
Carnival snacks, food provided by
Tannery Row Ale House and hot
cocoa and snow cones provided by
Kona Ice will all be available at the
carnival to satisfy cravings of all va-
rieties. 

New at the show in 2015, drive-
in movie nights will help everyone
from the young to the young at
heart get into the spirit of the

(Continued Next Page)
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Speedway Christmas returns to Charlotte Motor Speedway Nov. 21-
Dec. 30 for its sixth year, bringing the sights and sounds and Christ-
mas to thousands of visitors. (CMS/Jonathan Coleman photo)



Continued…
season. On Dec. 12,
Christmastime fa-
vorite, Dr. Seussʼ
“How the Grinch Stole
Christmas,” will be
shown, while “The
Polar Express” featur-
ing Tom Hanks will
light up the big screen
on Dec. 19. The
movies, presented by
Strong Rock Christian
School, will run contin-
uously on the desig-
nated nights, and
there is no extra
charge to watch.

On Dec. 5, run-
ners, joggers and walkers will re-
place cars in the first Holiday Light
Spectacular 5K. Open to all ages,
the light show will open its gates at
4 p.m. for a Christmas-themed race
in which all participants will receive
a t-shirt, a ticket into the light show,
a digital photo with Santa and a
free cup of hot cocoa. Prizes will be
handed out to the first-place male
and female finishers in each age di-
vision. Registration is open to any
interested participant and can be
completed online by clicking here.
Following the race, the light show
will reopen to vehicles.

Other promotional nights at the
Holiday Light Spectacular include
the ribbon-cutting grand opening
on Friday, Nov. 27 when Childrenʼs
Healthcare of Atlanta will be giving
away Santa hats to the first 500 ve-
hicles, Double Drive-Thru days
every Monday, offering each vehi-
cle two trips through the light show
for the price of one, and the Great
Clips ornament giveaway on Fri-
day, Dec. 11 for the first 500 vehi-
cles.

The Holiday Light Spectacular
will be open every day from Friday,
Nov. 27 to Wednesday, Dec. 30,
with the exception of Christmas
Day, when all features will be
closed for the holiday. Show hours
are 6-9 p.m. Sunday through
Wednesday and 6-10 p.m. on
Thursdays through Saturdays. Ad-
ditionally, the show will be open 6-
10 p.m. each day from Dec. 17
through its final day on Dec. 30.

Prices are $20 per vehicle carry-
ing up to six passengers when
Santaʼs Village is open and $15 per
vehicle carrying up to six passen-
gers when Santaʼs Village is
closed. Tickets may be purchased
at the light show entrance, near the
speedwayʼs Gate 15, and accepted
methods of payment include cash,
debit card and credit card. Maxi-
mum vehicle height is 11.”

For more information and a

complete show schedule, visit
www.holidaylightspectacular.info.

Atlanta Motor Speedway

HAMPTON, GA - Atlanta Motor
Speedway will install additional
SAFER barrier to both its inside
and outside retaining walls prior to
the 2016 Folds of Honor QuikTrip
500 Weekend, scheduled for Feb.
26-28.

Installation of an additional
4,742 linear feet of the barrier, set
to begin in January, will add pro-
tection in areas on both the front
and back stretches as well as to in-
side sections in all four turns not yet
equipped. Once the project is com-
plete, the entire outer wall and sig-
nificant portions of interior areas
will be fitted with the protective bar-
rier.

“The safety of both drivers and
fans continues to be our utmost pri-
ority,” said track president Ed Clark.
“These additions solidify our com-
mitment to providing the safest rac-
ing environment possible and the
high-quality entertainment experi-
ence our fans deserve.”

SAFER (Steel and Foam Energy
Reduction) barrier, which is de-
signed to absorb and reduce the
impact of race cars during a crash,
was designed by a team of engi-
neers at the Midwest Roadside
Safety Facility at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln and first installed
at Indianapolis Motor Speedway in
2002. The barrier is made up of
steel tubes mounted to concrete re-
taining walls, separated by poly-
styrene foam. The technology
distributes the force of impact onto
a greater area and in turn, lessens
the force transferred to both the car
and its occupant. SAFER barrier
was first installed at AMS in 2004,
covering approximately 8,000 lin-
ear feet and 75 percent of the outer
walls, as well as sections inside
Turn 2. 

The new additions add protec-
tive coverage based on the recom-

mendations prescribed by
NASCAR and safety officials.
Erring on the side of safety, AMS
supplemented its barrier system
prior to its NASCAR events earlier
this year by extending the protec-
tive wall at the exit of Pit Road as
well as placing a temporary tire bar-
rier along the inside wall in Turn 4.
Both those areas will be equipped
with SAFER barriers at the com-
pletion of new additions.

NASCAR racing returns to At-
lanta Motor Speedway Feb. 26-28,
2016, featuring an XFINITY Series
and Camping World Truck Series
doubleheader on Saturday, Feb. 27
and the Folds of Honor QuikTrip
500 Sprint Cup Series race on Sun-
day, Feb. 28. For more information,
contact the Atlanta Motor Speed-
way ticket office at (770) 946-4211,
(877) 9-AMS-TIX or visit www.at-
lantamotorspeedway.com.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Day-
tona International Speedway (DIS)
and Florida Power & Light Com-
pany (FPL) today showcased con-
struction progress related to FPLʼs
new Solar Pavilion, one of three
new structures that make up the
FPL Solar Circuit at the “World
Center of Racing.” The commer-
cial-scale distributed solar power
installation at DIS complements the
$400 million DAYTONA Rising re-
development project.

The FPL Solar Pavilion and FPL
Solar Patio, both of which are
canopy-like structures that will offer
shade for race fans, and FPL Solar
Park collectively consist of more
than 7,000 solar panels generating
2.1 megawatts of zero-emissions
energy. The three solar structures
will be located in the
Midway, Sprint FAN-
ZONE and Lot 10
parking area. The
total weight of the
structures (900 tons)
represents the equiv-

alent of more than 500 NASCAR
stock cars.

“Weʼre thrilled to see the new
solar structures taking shape,” said
Daytona International Speedway
President Joie Chitwood III. “These
areas represent our commitment to
providing a better fan experience
as well as leveraging innovative
ways to modernize our venue.”

The clean energy generated by
the installation will prevent the
emission of an estimated 2,200
metric tons of carbon dioxide each
year – equivalent to an average ve-
hicle driving more than 2 million
laps around DIS. Once connected
to the FPL grid, the solar energy at
DIS will help to power approxi-
mately 400 Florida homes per year.

“As an avid race fan myself, itʼs
an honor to be part of the extraor-
dinary redevelopment of one of
Floridaʼs most iconic sites and
tourist destinations,” said Eric
Silagy, president and CEO of
Florida Power & Light Company.
“The thousands of solar panels
weʼre installing here will provide
zero-emissions electricity for our
customers and the Speedwayʼs op-
erations, helping power races that
are viewed around the world. Im-
portantly, our efforts here at Day-
tona are yet another example of
our ongoing commitment to ex-
panding cost-effective solar here in
Florida for the benefit of our cus-
tomers, both large and small.”

Upon completion of the installa-
tion in January 2016, DIS will be-
come one of the top five U.S.
professional sports venues in terms
of solar energy capacity. The FPL
Solar Circuit at Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway is one of several
FPL solar projects that will add 225
megawatts of new, zero-emission
solar energy by the end of 2016,
cost-effectively tripling FPLʼs solar
capacity and making Florida one of
Americaʼs top solar energy produc-
ing states. 

Race fans can follow the
progress of the DAYTONA Rising
project by visiting www.DAY-
TONARising.com and connecting
with Daytona International Speed-
way on Twitter, Facebook, Pinter-
est Instagram and YouTube.  For
tickets and more information on
Daytona International Speedway
events, visit www.daytonainterna-
tionalspeedway.com or call 1-800-
PITSHOP.
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Areas in yellow indicate new sections of SAFER barrier that will be
completed in January. (AMS photo)



CONCORD, NC -
A history-making sea-
son wrapped up for
Donny Schatz on
Monday afternoon as
he and his Tony Stew-
art/Curb-Agajanian
Racing team accepted
the 2015 World of Out-
laws Sprint Car Series
championship at the

annual 'Night of Champions' ban-
quet. 

Sitting among his friends, family
and fellow competitors, Schatz re-
ceived universal congratulations for
his seventh championships in the
last 10 seasons. 

An emotional Schatz thanked
his family for their support over the
years and recalled the year that
had just come to an end. 

"Well, the golden year comes to
an end," Schatz told the crowd. "I
call it the golden year due to the
fact that since I've been in the sport
15 has always been my favorite
number, so it prides me to be able
to have a year like this in 2015. But
it's at the loss of two of the bigger
influences in my life. My grandfa-
ther and the guy who let me sit in a
sprint car for the first time and drive
it, Doug Slocum. With the influence
of these two men, I learned if you
work at something long enough
and hard enough, your idols will be-
come your rivals." 

Schatz said after nearly 20
years, he looks back on the memo-
ries and values each day more. He
thanked the Tony Stewart/Curb-
Agajanian Racing team and his
crew members Ricky Warner,
Steve 'Scuba Swenson and Eric
Prutzman for their ongoing commit-
ment. 

"Rick, Scuba, Eric, you guys are
the very best at what you do,"
Schatz said. "Thank you for your
hard work and dedication. It's an
honor to be your driver. The great
people at Chevrolet Performance
and Bad Boy Buggies, thank you
for instilling the confidence in this
team and myself to promote and
sell your products to race fans and
customers. 

"It takes every person in this
room to make this sport what it has
grown to be… The true passion of
every individual in this room is what
the name World of Outlaws stands
for and I'm honored to be a part of

that." 
This is the fifth championship for

Tony Stewart/Curb-Agajanian Rac-
ing which has previous wins with
Schatz in 2008, 2009, 2012 and
2015 and with Danny Lasoski in
2001. 

Ricky Warner, Schatz's crew
chief, took home honors as the
2014 Crew Chief of the Year. He
thanked his family and crew mem-
bers. 

"After last season, us three got
together and tried to figure out how
we were going to do that better,"
Warner said. "I'd just like to thank
Scuba, Eric and most of all
(Donny). When you see some of
the stuff he can do it makes you
want to work hard. I just want to say
thank you." 

In addition to the championship,
other honors were presented
throughout the night. 

Jason Johnson, who came into
the 2015 season as the reigning
American Sprint Car Series
(ASCS) champion, was named the
2014 Kevin Gobrecht Rookie of the
Year presented by ButlerBuilt.
Johnson and his Jason Johnson
Racing team compiled six top-five
finishes and 16 top-10 finishes
throughout the season, including a
second place at Eldora Speed-
way's Kings Royal. 

Johnson thanked his family,

crew and fellow competitors for
their support through a trying year
that saw a scary crash sideline him
for several months. 

"To race with the World of Out-
laws has been a dream for a long,
long time. This dream actually be-
came a reality this year," Johnson
said. "One person I've got to thank
the most is my wife. Not only is she
my wife, she is my biggest sup-
porter and she's really half the car
owner… the second person I've got
to thank is the brother I never really
had. It's the cousin who has been
with me my whole career and that's
(my crew chief) Phillip Dietz." 

Eloy Gutierrez, the longtime tim-
ing and scoring official for the
World of Outlaws Sprint Car Series,

was presented with the Ted John-
son Memorial Award for Outstand-
ing Contribution to Sprint Car
Racing. 

Gutierrez, a fixture in the series,
helped pioneer the use of elec-
tronic timing and scoring in dirt
track racing and laid the earliest
timing and scoring loops at tracks
around the country. It was Gutier-
rez and a partner who sold series
founder Ted Johnson on the idea in
the late-1990s. 

J&J Auto Racing Inc. was
named Chassis Builder of the Year,
Shaver Engines won Engine
Builder of the Year, Tony Stewart
Racing won the VP Racing Fuels
Award and Brad Sweet was the
2015 KSE Racing Hard Charger.
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s For the Seventh Time,

Donny Schatz is Crowned
the World of Outlaws Sprint

Car Series Champion

For the seventh time in his career Donny Schatz (left) is awarded
the World of Outlaws Sprint Car Series championship trophy.
(Cyndi Craft/WoO Sprint Series photo)



CONCORD, NC -
An emotional Shane
Clanton stood before
his friends, family and
fellow competitors on
Monday afternoon to
receive his first World
of Outlaws Late Model
Series Championship
at the annual 'Night of
Champions' banquet. 

Clanton and his
Weldbank Energy

Racing team were a force through
2015, picking up 10 series wins, in-
cluding a sweep of DIRTcar Na-
tionals in February, 34 top-five
finishes and 37 top-10 finishes.
With the $100,000 championship
check, Clanton earned $322,320
during the 2015 series season. 

"I know for a long time I've been
sitting at one of them tables," Clan-
ton said. "Not the first two like Josh
(Richards) said. Those have been
occupied by Darrell (Lanigan), Josh
and (Rick) Eckert for the last seven
years, I think. It's been tough. Bran-
don (Overton) and (Jordan) Yaggy,
I've been doing this for a long time,
I was back there where you are for
the first two years I did this deal.
Just keep your head down and
work hard and you'll prevail. 

"It's been a journey. A lot of peo-
ple have helped me through my ca-

reer and I never had enough
money to do this on my own. Just
hard work. I had some good car
owners back in the past." 

Clanton thanked his family and
crew members Brock Wise and
Joe Armistead Jr. for their support. 

"It's a real special week for us.
My dad, he's not here but I know
he's looking down," Clanton said.
"Next Saturday he's getting in-
ducted into the Hall of Fame in
Georgia and that means a lot. This
week has been emotional for sure
and I know he's looking down and
smiling at everything we're doing. It
means a lot to my family, the next
coming week. I just love doing what
I'm doing and he put this in me to
do what I'm doing and it's very spe-
cial." 

Clanton also received the VP
Racing Fuels Award.

Clanton's crew chief Brock Wise
was the 2015 Crew Chief of the
Year award recipient. 

In addition to his 10th place po-
sition in the championship points
standings, Brandon Overton was
named the 2015 Rookie of the Year
presented by ButlerBuilt and re-
ceived a $10,000 bonus. He con-
gratulated his fellow rookie of the
year contender Jordan Yaggy. 

"(Jordan) deserves to win this
thing as much as I do," Overton

said. "He and his family are proba-
bly the nicest people I've ever met.
I'm proud of finishing 10th and this
rookie deal but more than that, this
thing is tough. I really didn't know
what I was getting into and, like I
said, it's just a struggle to keep
going. Last night when I took that
checkered flag at Charlotte, I didn't
win a race and all, but it made me
feel so good that I stuck it out
through all the bad. I finished it out
and I won the rookie. I've got to
thank everyone else who helps
me." 

Overton also received the Raye
Vest Memorial Pill Draw Award for
the best average pill draw of the
season. The award came with a

$500 bonus. 
Josh Richards, a three-time se-

ries champion who finished second
in the points standings this season,
received the award for the worst
average pill draw and a $500
bonus. 

Matt Curl and Gunner Sullivan,
promoters of Fairbury (Ill.) Ameri-
can Legion Speedway, were hon-
ored as the 2015 World of Outlaws
Late Model Promoters of the Year. 

Additional awards were pre-
sented to Clements Racing En-
gines as the Engine Builder of the
Year, Capital Race Cars as the
Chassis Builder of the Year and
Chase Junghans as the
DirtOnDirt.com Hard Charger.
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s Shane Clanton Claims First
World of Outlaws Late

Model Series Championship 

Homestead-Miami

Speedway

MIAMI, FL - Min-
ion Mayhem is coming
to Miami!  The lovable
stars of the Universal
Pictures and Illumina-
tion Entertainment
summer blockbuster
hit, Minions, will be at
the Ford Champi-
onship Weekend from
November 20-22, it
was announced today
by Homestead-Miami
Speedway.  The three

Minions – Kevin, Stuart and Bob --
will be a fixture throughout Home-
stead-Miami Speedway, making
appearances with fans and partici-
pating in the Ford EcoBoost 400
pre-race ceremonies on Sunday,
November 22.   Minions will be re-
leased November 24 on Digital HD
and Blu-ray/DVD on December 8.

NBC Newsʼ Anchor and “Today”
Show co-host Hoda Kotb will serve
as Grand Marshal at the Ford Eco-
Boost 400.  Ms. Kotb, the popular

co-host of NBCʼs “Today” fourth
hour with Kathie Lee Gifford, is also
a “Dateline NBC” correspondent
and New York Times Bestselling
author and has been at NBC since
1998.  She will give the command
for drivers to start their engines
prior to the Sprint Cup Series
championship race on Sunday, No-
vember 22.

“We are extremely excited to
have the Minions and Hoda Kotb
join us for Ford Championship
Weekend at Homestead-Miami
Speedway in November,” Home-
stead-Miami Speedway President
Matthew Becherer said. “The Min-
ions are characters beloved by
both adults and kids and we think
our fans are going to enjoy seeing
them around the venue throughout
our NASCAR weekend. Hoda is a
household name in national news,
and we are thrilled to have her join
us for what is going to be an elec-
trifying Ford EcoBoost 400.”

In addition, the Minions will in-
troduce the “Minionwagon”, a one-
of-a-kind Ford Transit Connect

Wagon that will be making appear-
ances on a road trip at select loca-
tions, including as the Grand
Marshal car for Ford Championship
Weekend and a stop at Universal
Orlando® Resort on their way to
the Today Show in New York City.
The Minions will also be the spon-
sor of the “Minions Kids Zone” in
the Homestead-Miami Speedway
display area.

“This is a fantastic opportunity to
bring the Minions to the Ford
Championship Weekend for the
culmination of the NASCAR sea-
son,” said John Morici, Managing
Director, US & Canada, Universal
Pictures Home Entertainment.
“NASCAR is a hugely popular and
important family entertainment
brand.  This event at the Home-
stead-Miami Speedway is a great
showcase for Minions, one of the
most highly anticipated home en-
tertainment releases of the year.” 

The breakout stars the world fell
in love with in the unprecedented
worldwide blockbusters Despicable
Me and Despicable Me 2 headline

their own movie for the first time in
Minions.  After their latest explosive
mistake leaves them without an evil
leader, the Minions fall into a deep
depression.  With the tribe on the
brink of collapse, three unlikely he-
roes – Kevin, Stuart, and Bob—
embark on a journey to find a new
big boss.  When their quest leads
them to their next potential master,
Scarlet Overkill (Academy Award®
winner Sandra Bullock), our three
heroes must face their biggest
challenge yet: saving all of Min-
ionkind…from annihilation.

The 2015 Ford Championship
Weekend will be held on November
20-22 at Homestead-Miami Speed-
way, and will consist of the Sprint
Cup Series, XFINITY Series and
Camping World Truck Series fi-
nales. Tickets are available for the
Ford EcoBoost 200 and Ford Eco-
Boost 300 and can be purchased
by calling (305) 230-5255 or visit-
ing www.homesteadmiamispeed-
way.com. Tickets for the Ford
EcoBoost 400 are officially sold
out.

Shane Clanton shows off his first ever World of Outlaw Late Model
Series championship check during the annual Night of Champions
banquet. (Barry Lenhart/WoO Late Model photo)
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R O C H E S T E R
HILLS, MI - The Entry
Forms for the 3rd An-
nual Thanksgiving
Classic Weekend are
still available. The
2015/2016 Winter
Racing Season
Opener for the Mid-
west Indoor Racing
Series, sanctioned by
Motor City Racing
Promotions, is at Kel-
logg Arena (MI) on Fri-

day-Saturday, November 27-28th.
The first wave of pre-entries are im-
pressive to say the least with driv-
ers from all forms of motorsports
coming together in celebration of
the holiday weekend.

The 600cc Mini Sprints are led
by a pair of MIRS veterans in Bill
Dunham and Clay Sanders. Stal-
warts within the division in MIRS as
Joker Motorsports, the car owners
for the 20-year-old Sanders, have
been to every MIRS race in the se-
ries three-year history with Holt,
Michigan's Sanders primarily be-
hind the wheel. Dunham is the all-
time Non-Winged Track Record
holder at Kellogg Arena as the
Bellevue, Michigan veteran turned
a 7.069 back on January 10th,
2013 during the series' inaugural
season.  In addition, veteran Marv
Hephner will make his first appear-
ance since that January night in
2013.

Overall there have been seven
Mini Sprint Features conducted in
southern Michigan in six total ap-
pearances as Drew Dorsett, the
Friday Night Shootout winner from
a season ago, is the only driver to
have won in both Non-Winged and
Winged Mini Sprints for two total
victories. Dorsett's first win was the
only Winged Mini Sprint Feature
conducted at Kellogg Arena back
on January 10th, 2013. Jason
Ormsby also has two trips to victory
lane while Peter Hathaway is the
reigning Thanksgiving Classic fea-
ture winner from a season ago. Tim
Neal went to victory lane in the in-
augural Thanksgiving Classic main
event in 2013 while two-time reign-
ing Mini Sprints Champion, Chase
Ridenour was the last driver to take
the checkered flag in the Cereal
City back on January 17th, 2015.

The Mini Cup Cars, racing on
Saturday, November 28th only, will
closely follow the regulations and
rules of the Great Lakes Super Mini
Cup Series for the 2015/2016 win-

ter racing season. The first official
entry is GLS Mini Cup regular, Kyle
Trinklein who looks to become the
first winner not named Todd Cowan
or Scott Quaal to win a MIRS sanc-
tioned Mini Cup main event. In five
all-time events held at Kellogg,
Cowan won the first three features
before Quaal took over and has
won the last two. In 13 all-time
races in the division since the inau-
gural season, either Cowan or
Quaal have won every Mini Cup
Cars feature in MIRS history. Quaal
has seven total checkered flags
while Cowan has six.

Also racing just on Saturday, No-
vember 28th will be three divisions
of Lawn Mowers as the Super Mod-
ifieds, Modifieds and Stock classes
will all be in action. A total of 12
Lawn Mower features have been
raced at Kellogg Arena with Jayson
Mikula, the all-time career feature
wins leader in the class scoring five
of his nine career victories in Battle
Creek, Michigan. Veteran outdoors
competitor, Glenn VanEpps has
two victories and also holds down
both the Super Modifieds and Mod-
ifieds Track Records in qualifying.
Craig Reinert and Keith Reed are
the reigning Thanksgiving Classic
winners while Jason Goldsack, Jon
Kaup, Brian Gager, and Steve
Smith also have single victories
each. 

A strong field of Go-Karts in all
divisions is expected as the 360s,
Heavy Clones, Senior Cage, Junior
Cage, Gold Plate and Purple Plate
will compete on both nights. The
Opens will be in action on Friday
only while the Kids Karts will take
over for the Opens on Saturday
night. The early entry lists are im-
pressive and led by veteran
Winged Sprint Car driver, John Ivy,
the defending Thanksgiving Clas-
sic winner in Opens. The Fremont,
Ohio veteran hasn't lost an Open
Go-Kart Feature in seven starts
and is tied for the all-time Feature
wins lead in Go-Karts overall with
Hunter Doutre who also has seven
wins. With the Opens only compet-
ing on Friday night, Ivy will also see
time in the Heavy Clones division.

Defending Go-Karts 360s
Champion, Daniel Hoffman, who is
still in search of his first career
MIRS win, will be back to defend
his title and looks to make that long
awaited trip to victory lane. Former
Cereal City Grand Prix winner,
Charlie Cochran will make his
MIRS debut competing in the

Opens and 360s. UMP DIRTcar
Modified standouts, Dylan
Woodling and Dillon Nusbaum will
both make the trip from the Hoosier
State to compete in the Senior
Cage division while Woodling will
also bring a Heavy Clone to race.

Other former winners in MIRS
that have filed their entries includes
five-time event winner, 13-year-old
Victorya Truemner who will com-
pete in a very competitive Gold
Plate division while three-time win-
ner, nine-year-old Aidan Williamson
looks to continue to add to his vic-
tory total in the Junior Cage division
while defending his championship
from a season ago. Zack Myers is
another three-time MIRS check-
ered flag recipient and will be rac-
ing in the 360s and Senior Cage
divisions.

A trio of former two-time MIRS
winners has also submitted their
entry forms to the MCRP home of-
fices in Rochester Hills, Michigan;
Shawn Kluck, Sam Weaver and
Brodie Wendel. Kluck will be racing
in the Heavy Clones while soon to
be 16-year-old Sam Weaver, a
Gold Plate division graduate, will
compete in the 360s full-time for
the 2015/2016 winter racing sea-
son. The six-year-old Wendel, the
youngest winner in MIRS history,
scored two wins in the newly
formed Kid Karts division from the
2014/2015 season and will make
the trip again from Fort Wayne, In-
diana to compete in the popular di-
vision for beginners. 12-year-old
Kasey Ziebold will also be pulling
double-duty in both the Junior
Cage and Gold Plate divisions.

The West Branch, Michigan
based Advanced Insulation team
will bring a trio of former MIRS win-
ners to southern Michigan as Matt
Randall, Nate Randall and Kaitlin
Randall will all be on hand. Matt
Randall has two career triumphs
while Nate Randall and Kaitlin Ran-

dall both have a single victory
apiece. Other entries include Jake
Barker, Nick Hard, Jeff Town and
Connor Truman in 360s, Roy Long
III in Heavy Clones, Jaden Cretacci
in Junior Cage as Hannah Galitz,
Jeremiah Halbeisen and Michael
Paterno are all entered in the Gold
Plates.

Former MIRS winner, nine-year-
old Landon Hathaway leads the
Quarter Midgets entries along with
Wendel as Hathaway will compete
in the Senior Honda division. The
Quarter Midget divisions of Senior
Honda, Junior Honda, Heavy
Honda, Senior Animal, Junior Ani-
mal, Light 160 and Heavy 160 will
be competing on both days giving
the future rising stars of the sport
plenty of track time throughout the
holiday weekend. Of 10-year-old
Chase Burda's 19 career MIRS tri-
umphs, eight have come at Kellogg
Arena including the entire Thanks-
giving Classic Weekend from a
year ago.

The opening race weekend of
the 2015/2016 winter racing sea-
son will feature two nights of racing
starting on Friday, November 27th.
After an open practice in the after-
noon for all teams competing over
the weekend, the 600cc Mini
Sprints will headline opening night
with the 30-Lap Friday Night
Shootout. In addition, 15 divisions
will be racing that night.

Then on Saturday, November
28th, the 600cc Mini Sprints return
with the 50-lap headlining Feature
of the weekend. A full 19-division
lineup will complete the traditional
holiday weekend of racing.

To learn more you can also go to
the MIRS website located at:
www.midwestindoorracingseries.co
m. The Facebook Fan Page is at:
www.facebook.com/midwestin-
doorracing. Also donʼt forget to fol-
low MIRS on Twitter, YouTube and
Google Plus.
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The Midwest Indoor Racing Series to kick off fourth season at Kel-
logg Arena on Friday-Saturday, November 27-28th. (Motor City Rac-
ing Promotions Photo) 

Early Wave of Pre-Entries
Impressive for 3rd Annual

Thanksgiving Classic Weekend



PENSACOLA, FL
- Racers competing in
the 48th Annual Snow-
ball Derby will be
searching for a little
luck and having a
whole lot of fun during
the Cat
Country/WEAR TV3
Green Flag Pit Party
on Wednesday, De-
cember 2.  The party,
which is free to attend,

will serve as the official kickoff to
Snowball Derby weekend at Five
Flags Speedway (FL) and give
race fans their best opportunity of
the week to mingle with drivers.

"The Cat Country/WEAR TV3
Green Flag Pit Party is always one
of the most enjoyable times of
Snowball Derby week for both fans
and drivers," said Tim Bryant, pro-
moter of Five Flags Speedway.
"Drivers are the most relaxed and
the most accessible that they'll be
all week long.  It's a great time for
race fans to meet their favorite driv-
ers, get autographs and kick off an
exciting week in Pensacola."

One of the most anticipated mo-
ments during the Cat
Country/WEAR TV3 Green Flag Pit
Party will be the all-important IP
Casino Resort & Spa Qualifying
Order Double Down. 

Drivers competing in both the
Snowball Derby and Snowflake
100 will make their way onto the
stage to pick an IP Casino poker
chip.  The number on the bottom of
the chip will determine when they
go out for qualifying Friday during
NASH FM 102.7 Pole Night.

Once the qualifying draw is com-
plete, it will be time to rock as
Arkansas-based country rock band
"Hillbilly Vegas" performs on the
frontstretch at Five Flags Speed-
way.  Food and beverages will also
be available at zero-cost to the race
fans attending the party.

"The fans really enjoy this event
every year," said Bryant.  "It's free,
it's fun and it's something that all of
us at Five Flags Speedway have
really grown to look forward to."

On-track activities start Thurs-
day, December 3, for the opening
practice rounds for the Snowball
Derby Super Late Models and
Snowflake 100 Pro Late Models.
The Five Flags Butler U-Pull-It
Bombers and Beef 'O' Brady's
Sportsman divisions will also have
feature events on Snowball Derby

Thursday.
The top Snowball Derby starting

spots will be set on Friday, Decem-
ber 4 during WXBM 102.7 Pole
Night at Five Flags. The Five Flags
Faith Chapel Super Stocks and
Modifieds will also battle in their
Snowball Derby features after
Super Late Model qualifying.

The Allen Turner Hyundai
Snowflake 100 takes center stage
on Saturday, December 5 as the
top Pro Late Model racers in the
country qualify and battle for 100
laps at Five Flags.

In addition, Saturday's action
features the final 50-lap qualifying
event for Snowball Derby drivers to
make one last effort to qualify for
the 300-lap Super Late Model race.
The Better Built Tool Box Pro
Trucks will also have a 50-lap fea-
ture on Snowball Derby Saturday.

Then on Sunday, December 6,
the green flag will drop on the 48th
Annual Snowball Derby at 2 p.m.
CT at Pensacola, Florida's Five
Flags Speedway.

For more information on the
48th Annual Snowball Derby week-
end at Five Flags Speedway, visit
www.snowballderby.com. All media
credential requests and inquiries
for the Snowball Derby can be sent
to Matt Kentfield at
matt@51sports.net and/or Pat
Bryant at pat@snowballderby.com.

For more information on
Speed51.com and the rest of the

51 Companies, contact Jana Wim-
mer (Director of Business) at 51
Sports via email through
jana@speed51.com and visit
Speed51.com. Speed51.com is on
Twitter at @speed51dotcom and
on Facebook by searching
Speed51.com.

Extra Cash on the Line
for Drivers at the
Snowball Preview

PENSACOLA, FL - While the
48th Annual Snowball Derby does-
n't officially kick off until December
2, drivers and fans will get a taste
of the action at the Snowball Derby
Preview presented by IP Casino
Resort & Spa on Saturday, Novem-
ber 21.  Not only will the track be
open for driver's to tune their cars
for the big race, but some teams
could go home with a few extra dol-
lars.

IP Casino & Resort will put up
bonuses for the fastest laps laid
down at Five Flags Speedway (FL)
during the preview event.  Snowball
Derby Super Late Models, Allen
Turner Snowflake 100 Pro Late
Models as well as the Pro Trucks,
Super Stocks, Modifieds, Sports-
man and Bombers - all of the divi-
sions competing on Snowball
Derby weekend - will have a three-
hour window (4-7 p.m.) in which to
put down the quickest recorded
lap.  The driver with the fastest lap
in each division will be awarded a
cash bonus.

"There is always a lot of excite-
ment around Five Flags on Snow-
ball Derby Preview day with drivers
trying to get their cars fast for

Snowball Derby week, but with
some extra cash on the line again
this year thanks to IP Casino & Re-
sort, there's definitely some added
drama as well," said Snowball
Derby promoter Tim Bryant.  "Any
team who wants to put on a
transponder and comes out of the
Snowball Derby Preview with the
quickest lap will have some extra
bragging rights and all eyes on
them going into Snowball Derby
week."

Snowball Derby Super Late
Model drivers will be competing for
a $500 bonus for the fastest lap
during the November 21 Snowball
Derby Preview presented by IP
Casino Resort & Spa.

Pro Late Models will run for a
$300 bonus, while Pro Trucks,
Super Stocks, Modifieds and
Sportsman will compete for a $200
bonus per division.  $150 will go to
the Bomber driver with the fastest
lap as well.

To be eligible for the Fast Lap
Cash Award, cars must have track-
issued transponders ($20 rental
fee). The fastest laps will be
recorded between 4pm and 7pm
on November 21.  Divisions will run
on a rotating basis and all cars are
subject to random technical in-
spection to ensure a level playing
field for the bonuses.

Gates open for competitors at
8am CT on Saturday, November 21
for the Snowball Derby Preview
presented by IP Casino Resort &
Spa.

Rotating practice begins at 9am,
with the Fast Lap Cash Award
being given to the quickest laps set
between 4pm and 7pm.
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Access to Snowball Derby

Drivers



Lonesome Pine
Raceway

D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Some-
day when Wayne Hale
decides to give up
driving a race car and
looks back on the
2015 NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Se-
ries season, heʼs likely
to be smiling.

“Why?” one might
ask. There are many
reasons.

First, Hale and his
19-year old son Cody,
paired up to compete

for the full season for the first time
in nearly a decade and finished in
the top-10 a perfect 18-for-18 at
Lonesome Pine Raceway in Co-
eburn, Virginia.

Second, would be winning his
first NASCAR championship at
Lonesome Pine and also finishing
in the top-five in the Tennessee
state standings thanks to his per-
formance in where LPR.

Add to that compiling 37 top-10
finishes in 39 combined starts be-
tween LPR and Kingsport Speed-
way and LPR working together with
Cody.

Any way you look at it, itʼs a per-
formance the second-generation
driver will not soon forget.

“We had an unbelievable sea-
son and it was really special,” Hale
added. “This year was the first year
we decided to run the full season at
both tracks and we had a great
year at each.”

While Hale won a track title at
Lonesome Pine back in 1992 in the
Limited Late Model division, this is
the first NASCAR championship for
the 46 year-old native of Bluff City,
Tennessee.

“Iʼve always been around racing
growing up watching my dad and
uncle race and I decided to give it a
try back in 1998,” said Hale. “To be
able to win and run so well with it
basically being just my son and my-
self working on the car each week
is something that means a lot to
me.”

Consistency paid off for Hale as
he scored just two wins while Kres
Van Dyke collected 12 during the
2015 campaign. The difference
was top-10 finishes in 18 of 19
races for Hale.

He only missed one race all sea-
son long at Lonesome Pine and
edged Van Dyke by just three
points in the final standings (494-
491) to win the title.

“The key was being able to get
all of those top 10ʼs and being there

every week,” Hale added. “Kres is
a tough competitor and he also had
a good year, but being consistent
every week made the difference for
us and now we can celebrate.”

Kingsport and Lonesome Pine
also featured a combined perform-
ance points championship and
Hale secured that honor as well
when he finished ahead of
NASCAR Tennessee state and
Kingsport track champion Ronnie
McCarty and Van Dyke for the
crown.

“This was something else to be
very proud of as we were able to
win that combined championship
as well, and thatʼs something I ap-
preciate Codyʼs help with all year
long,” Hale said. “Thanks to my
sponsors A-1 Transmission, E.A.
Millers Trucking, Millers Automo-
tive, Performance Warehouse and
Signs by Roach, we can all cele-
brate this winter.”

Hale also wanted to thank every-
one associated at the tracks in giv-
ing him a place to race this season.

“I also want to let Karen Tunnell,
Keith Stiltner, Ervin Stiltner and
Chase Brashears know how much
I appreciated all of their hard work
in giving me and the rest of the driv-
ers a place to race this year and
working hard every week,” Hale
added.

Established in 1982, the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries is NASCARʼs national champi-
onship program for weekly short
track auto racing. In all, 58 paved
and dirt tracks throughout the
United States and Canada partici-
pated in 2015.

Champions are determined by
the best 14 finishes at tracks within
the respective state or province.

Connecticut-based Whelen En-
gineering is the seriesʼ title spon-
sor. Whelen Engineering is a
leading manufacturer of automo-
tive, aviation, industrial and emer-

gency vehicle lighting. NASCAR
tracks and pace cars are among
the many showcases for Whelen
products.

Hale will also be honored for his
Lonesome Pine Raceway track
championship along with other
track and state/province champi-
ons from across North America as
part of the NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series Awards on Dec.
11 at the Charlotte Convention
Center and NASCAR Hall of Fame
in Charlotte, North Carolina.

After Hale celebrates his
NASCAR title in Charlotte before
the holidays, he and his girlfriend
Carol will welcome a son to join
Cody and his sisters Kendra and
Brooklyn to his family.

“This was a great year and we
can wait for next year,” Hale said.
“Weʼre going to give it another try
next season and when Iʼm done
racing, weʼre going to get Cody in
the car and see what he can do
and keep it in the family.”

Susquehanna Speedway
Park

NEWBERRYTOWN, PA - The
6th Annual Final Showdown for the
410 Sprint Cars at the Susque-
hanna Speedway Park on Satur-
day afternoon, November 14 went
to Danny Dietrich of Thomasville.
Yorkʼs Chase Dietz took the 358
Sprint Car portion as well claiming
the 20-lap feature event.

By virtue of qualifying sixth in
time trials, Lance Dewease started
in the pole position of the 30-lap
410 Sprint Car feature event.  At
the green, outside polesitter Gerard
McIntyre Jr. grabbed the early
lead.  Just after the midway point of
the race on lap 17, Danny Dietrich
made his way by McIntyre to take
the lead.  As the laps wound down
and Dietrich entered lapped traffic,
Justin Henderson began making a
late race charge for the lead.  Hen-

derson ran out of laps as Dietrich
took the victory over Henderson.
Dewease finished third, followed by
Greg Hodnett and Brian Montieth in
fourth and fifth places respectively.  

For more information, contact
the speedway offices at (717) 292-
1696 or visit online at ssprac-
ing.net.  On raceday, use the track
phone at (717) 938-9170 for up-to-
date information.

Franklin County Speedway
CALLAWAY, VA - Moonshine

Capital Promotions will resume op-
eration of Franklin County Speed-
way beginning in 2016.

Langley and Kimberly Austin
have reached a deal with Franklin
County Speedway owner, Donald
"Whitey" Taylor to operate the track
during the 2016 season and be-
yond.  The Austin's operated the
track from April 2013 to June 2014
before departing operations.

"We're excited to return to
home," said promoter Langley
Austin.  "This track is where I grew
up, it's where I learned about rac-
ing and promotion.  Having the
chance to return to promoting the
track is a dream come true."

Austin feels that this opportunity
will be even better than the last
one.

"Coming back feels so good.
This is the opportunity of a lifetime.
Not many people get a second
chance and we intend to make this
upcoming season the best the track
has had in a longtime.  It's time to
make Franklin County Speedway
great again and that's exactly what
we're going to do."

Moonshine Capital Promotions
has already begun preparing for
the 2016 season with a schedule
expected to be finalize this week.

"We're about 90% finished with
our schedule and we're already
working on promotions for each of
the events. We will schedule rules
meetings to get everyone on the
same page and announce a couple
of new divisions we'll be creating or
bringing to Franklin County Speed-
way this season."

"We're pulling out all of the stops
this season," continued Austin.  "I
learned a lot in my time here before
and even more with our races at
Ace Speedway and working at
Southern National Motorsports
Park.  It's amazing what you can
learn at other tracks that can trans-
late here that you would have
never thought of without the expe-
rience."

You can contact Langley Austin
at 276.613.4208 or email lang-
ley@race22.com.
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2015 Lonesome Pine Raceway Late Model Stock Car champion
Wayne Hale. (RANDALL PERRY photo)



South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - South

Boston Speedway announced a 15
race-date schedule for 2016 that in-
cludes 12 regular race events plus
three visits by touring series.

South Bostonʼs 59th season
will kick off on Saturday, March 12
with twin 100-lap NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series Late Model
Stock races headlining the night
and conclude on September 17
with a visit from the NASCAR Whe-
len Southern Modified Series.

“We believe itʼs a great sched-
ule for our fans and competitors,”
said Cathy Rice, general manager
of the historic southern Virginia

track. “Weʼve got a good lineup of races for all
five of our regular divisions and then some great
touring series action. Itʼs going to be the kind of
season South Boson fans have become accus-
tomed to: lots of great racing action from top to
bottom.”

In addition to the NASCAR Whelen Southern
Modified Series, the PASS Super Late Model
Series will make two visits to South Boston in
2016, the first trip on Saturday, June 6 and the
second on Saturday, August 13.

South Bostonʼs regular events will feature
racing in five different divisions in 2016, Late
Model Stock, Limited Sportsman, Pure Stock,
Hornets and Modifieds.

The Late Model division will again anchor the
trackʼs schedule. The Late Models will be in
competition 14 of the trackʼs 15 race dates.

The track will again feature a big Fourth of
July celebration with a 200-lap NASCAR Whe-
len Late Model race and huge fireworks display
on Friday, July 1. There will also be a 100-lap
Limited Sportsman race, a 50-lap Pure Stock
race and a 15-lap Hornets race.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - Eric Winslow went

back to his racing roots this season and heʼs
never been happier … or more successful.

Winslow, who has been racing most of his 27
years, decided to give South Bostonʼs entry-
level division, the Hornets, a shot this season. It
was an opportunity to take away some of the
stress and hard work of the Late Model world
while still getting behind the wheel every Satur-
day night.

It was successful at all levels. He wound up
winning the Hornet Division championship and
got to enjoy racing again.

“I love the structure of this division. Anybody
can afford to do it,” said Winslow. “The way the
rules are set up, you can start out and not put a
lot of work in it. Itʼs open to anybody and thatʼs
what I like about it.

“Iʼve been going to South Boston forever. To
win a few races and a track championship there
is awesome.”

Winslow actually did double duty for much of
the season, running back-and-forth in the pits
from his Late Model car to his Hornet. The Hor-
net side of the pits was where he had the most
fun, though.

“It was really nice with (the Hornet). I didnʼt
have a lot of time to work on the Hornet. It was

tough running two divisions,” said Winslow,
whose fulltime job is working with Sellers Racing
in Danville. “I would put it on the truck after the
race, back it off at the shop and put the cover
on it until the next week. You donʼt have to de-
vote half of your life to the car. Thatʼs another
perk to the division. Others you have to work on
it all the time.”

Winslowʼs ride for the season was a 1997
Honda Accord he bought from a salvage yard
for $450. Another $300 or so paid to build and
install a roll cage and purchase a racing seat.

“I did this basically because I could afford it,”
Winslow said of his step back into the Hornet Di-
vision.

And, he says, anybody with an interest in rac-
ing can afford it.

“You donʼt have to go to the track and buy
tires. You donʼt have to buy racing gas,” ex-
plained Winslow. “You run regular gas. And
when you are racing a ʼ97 Accord, that thing
gets 30 miles to the gallon and you donʼt run but
about 12 miles a night. You can buy two or three
gallons and run a week or two.”

Winslow said the division rules allow only
street tires, which are $65 each. “I ran the left
side tires all year,” he said.

Entry-level divisions at other tracks have got-
ten out of hand, Winslow said, but the South
Boston rules remain very basic.

“What South Boston has done with the Hor-
net Division is what an entry division is sup-
posed to be … street tires, put a cage in it.
Thatʼs the perfect way to go racing. Itʼs a great
deal. I expect it to grow,” said Winslow, who
had sponsorship help from Edward Jones In-
vestment of South Boston. He also carried the
Danville Cancer Association and Mission 22,
a pair of non-profits, on his car.

Winslow didnʼt plan on running the entire
Hornet schedule in 2015, but “we got out of
the gate so strong, we kept going,” said
Winslow, who won four races on his way to
the championship.

And he isnʼt sure if heʼll be back in the divi-

sion in 2016. He had the opportunity to drive the
second car of South Boston Late Model cham-
pion Matt Bowling a couple of races late in the
season. He finished second to Bowling in the
final 75-lapper of the season and thatʼs got him
excited about Late Model racing again.

“After the last two weeks of the season run-
ning Bowlingʼs car, itʼs got me interested in
doing a little better in my Late Model,” said
Winslow.

Regardless of what happens, heʼll always
have great memories of his championship sea-
son.

Greenville-Pickens Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Winning the track

champion title at Greenville Pickens Speedway
takes on a whole new meaning for 54-year-old
David Roberts.

“Itʼs my home track,” he said. “I went there as
a kid to watch my brother race and I met my wife
there, so it really means a lot to win there.”

Win he did as he captured the title of
NASCAR Whelen All-American Series track
champion in the late model division.

It was his second title at the historic South
Carolina track and a long-time coming after his
first.

“I was Greenville Pickens track champion
back in 2007,” he said. “But the last time I won
a race there was back in 2009.” 

The Simpsonville, South Carolina native –
who also won last yearʼs track championship at
South Carolina's Anderson Motor Speedway –
said winning the second time around at
Greenville-Pickens was just as sweet.

“Just to win one there is huge,” said Roberts,
who collected five wins, 27 top fives and 34 top
10s in 36 races between Greenville and Ander-
son this year. “And to win the second one was
really gratifying. It was still just as hard to win
this one as it was the first.”

Roberts finished second in the final race of
the season to beat Trey Gibson, 838-758, for the
track title at Greenville. 

Roberts said that with stiff competition, long
corners and long straightaways, most drivers
donʼt go to the flat half-mile track in Pickens
County looking for a win.

“It takes a good rhythm to get around
Greenville Pickens Speedway,” he said. 

With four out of his five wins taking place at
Greenville, Roberts said his season was not
only good – but consistent.

Roberts said the best thing about winning at
Greenville is the “Wall of Fame” tradition that
started in the 1970s, after which all track cham-
pions got their name etched into the back-
stretch wall.
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2015 South Boston Speedway Hornet
Champion poses in victory lane with track
general manager Cathy Rice after one of
his wins this season. (JAMES PRICE
photo)




