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Too Close for Comfort
Harvick Gives a Final Push
to Beat Edwards to the Line



There were 39
cars in Sundayʼs race
at the Phoenix Interna-
tional Raceway, mark-
ing the third
consecutive time a
Sprint Cup Series race
didnʼt have a full field.

Even more con-
cerning to the sport is
continued declining
numbers for atten-
dance and television

ratings.
Fox Sports is struggling

to stop a dramatic decline
in viewers. Tracks canʼt fill
seats. And many race
teams – many squeezed
further down the financial
totem pole by NASCARʼs
new top-heavy franchise
system – have simply given
up.

The charter system was
established to give the top 36 car
owners more stability and long-
term value. It not only created a for-
mat where all 36 are guaranteed a
spot in the starting lineup, it elimi-
nated three cars from each race – a
starting grid from 43 to 40 – so the
franchises can get a greater cut of
the purse.

Even with a smaller lineup,
NASCAR canʼt attract a full field.

One question everyone in
NASCAR now faces is how can the
sport rebound from a steady de-
cline that no longer can be consid-
ered just a bump in the road?

Even with a guaranteed payday
of more than $200,000 to finish
last, there were only 44 entries for
the 40 starting spots for the Day-
tona 500.

There were 47 teams fighting for
one of 43 spots at Atlanta a year
ago and only 39 this year. And at
Las Vegas, only 39 showed up
compared to 49 in 2015.

There is a lot of industry talk
about declining ratings in other
sports and entertainment. But the
numbers donʼt lie: NASCAR is far
away from its zenith of 15 years
ago.

Given time – and the prospect of
more-compelling finishes with new
low downforce rules – some are
gambling they eventually can win
back their hardcore fans.

“There are a lot of well-financed
television networks that are looking
for compelling live product that has
a track record — if you donʼt mind
the pun — with the American pub-

lic,” former CBS Sports President
Neal Pilson told The Sporting
News. “NASCAR fits that descrip-
tion.

“Ratings have been off from
prior years, attendance is a little
soft for a variety of reasons. But still
when you look at the other options
and choices that are out there for
long form, long schedule events,
NASCAR has been a good product
ever since, frankly, I put the 1979
Daytona 500 on the air live.”

Even if the overall numbers are
down, races in Atlanta
and Las Vegas still were
the most-watched live
sporting events for the
weekend on television.

In 2013 NASCAR
got Fox and NBC to agree
to a 10-year, $8.2 billion
contract. Although ratings
already were in steady
decline, it still represented

a 46-percent increase over the pre-
vious contract with Fox, TNT and
ESPN.

What Fox has gotten for its
money so far is a big drop-off in
viewers. Last monthʼs season-
opening Daytona 500 had no
weather issues. It also had the
strong possibility of the sportʼs
most popular driver, Dale Earn-
hardt Jr., winning the race, as well
as the closest finish in 500 history.

And yet, it finished with a 6.6
overall rating for the second-lowest
since 1979 when the race was
broadcasted live for the first time.
The only race that had lower rat-
ings was in 2014 when the start
was delayed for hours by rain. That
race also went against the Winter
Olympics.

Whatʼs followed since is a 3.7
rating at Atlanta – the second-low-
est of all Fox races in the past 16
years – and a 4.4 last week at Las
Vegas, according to Sports Media
Watch.

Compared to ratings for the first
three races of a year ago, there has
been a 17.7-percent overall decline
in viewership.

Itʼs not much better at the turn-
stiles.

The Daytona International
Speedway reported a sellout for the
Daytona 500. The new $400 million
overhaul of the main grandstand
area clearly improved the experi-
ence, but counting the destruction
of the backstretch stands, it came
with a loss of more than 66,000
seats.

There were thousands of empty
seats at Atlanta and Las Vegas.
And while the race at Phoenix had
a near sellout, there only are
50,000 seats at that one-mile track.

By taking away a lot of aerody-
namic downforce, NASCAR hopes
to put races back in the hands of
drivers – and not engineers. If so,
thereʼs a chance they can win earn
a second-look by a lot of the fans
who were turned off by years of fol-
low-the-leader racing that came
with the heavy downforce package.

Six-time champion Jimmie John-
son is happy to see the changes.

“The problem is if we are all run-

ning the same speed every lap no-
body is passing. The faster we go,
the harder it is to pass,” he said.
“So, you start a run and you are
running quick lap times it is great, it
is fun and exhilarating and fans
love it. 

“But, slowing up a second or two
if you donʼt have an average lap
speed posted somewhere you canʼt
see that. But it makes a huge dif-
ference in our worlds. It really al-
lows us to race side-by-side. It also
allows for comers and goers.”

Which should allow for better
racing. But the question remains:
Will it matter if nobodyʼs watching?
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NASCAR Looks for Answers to Waining Car Counts,
Lower Attendance and Shrinking TV Viewership

Welcome to 2016!
FasTrack Racing Journal is still available as

an online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015

have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 15
NASCAR Sprint Cup 5 Southern Super Series 15
NASCAR XFINITY Series 6 Southern Modified Tour 15
NASCAR Touring 8 ASCS 16
P.A.S.S. 9 Circuit of Champions 17
ARCA/CRA 9 Southern All Stars 17
OnTrack/OffTrack 11 Carolina Clash 18
World of Outlaws 12-13 ShorTrack 19-20

ON THE COVER:
JONATHAN FERREY/GETTY IMAGES

Kyle Busch, driver of the #18 Skittles Toyota, leads the field past
the green flag to start the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Good Sam
500 at Phoenix International Raceway. A field of 39 out of the pos-
sible 40 car field made possible by the new charter system. (CHRIS
TROTMAN/GETTY IMAGES PHOTO)



The NASCAR
Western tour is two-
thirds complete and
the biggest news is
still off the track. Actu-
ally, two of the biggest
story topics thus far in
the 2016 season are
about individuals who
have not raced one lap
in competition.

Without question,
one of the biggest sto-
ries heading into the
2016 season was the
retirement of NASCAR

Champion Tony Stewart. Then, just
before the start of the
season at Daytona,
Stewart was injured in an
off-road incident and the
resulting back surgery
has keep him out of on-
track action for an unde-
termined period of time.
Yes, Stewart has made a
remarkable recover to
this point, and the news
from a doctor visit last
week is very encouraging. Stewart
will now begin a strict physical ther-
apy program that will, hopefully, en-
able him to resume his driving
duties in the Stewart-Haas Racing
Chevrolet sooner than expected.
Stewart has been at several races
supporting his four race teams, and
has been very positive about his re-
turn to the driverʼs seat. It would not
surprise me if Stewart wins at least
one race when he resumes his
driving duties. However, Tony
Stewart has remained a major story
each week thus far in the 2016 sea-
son, whether he is behind the
wheel or not.

As much as Stewart and his re-
covery have been the topic of dis-
cussion by race fans in the early
season, the upcoming political sea-
son has been even more so. Actu-
ally, itʼs not uncommon for politics
to be a major discussion topic at
this time, but the involvement and
endorsements of motorsports
celebrities has certainly been an
excellent water cooler topic.  

Letʼs examine what and who has
caused all this discussion. On the
Monday after the recent Atlanta
race, NASCAR CEO Brian France
attended a Donald Trump cam-
paign rally in Georgia and en-
dorsed the Republican candidate.
France was joined at the rally by
Bill Elliott, Chase Elliott, Ryan New-
man, and David Ragan. All en-
dorsed Trump, but it was the Brian
France who created the biggest

noise with his choice.
Even though France considered

his announcement of Trump as a
“routine endorsement”, it was
viewed as much more than a sim-
ple speech. The fallout of his
speech has continued for several
weeks.

“I was frankly very surprised that
my diversity efforts for my whole
career would have been called into
question, over this, in my view, a
routine endorsement,” France said
this week when interviewed by the
Associated Press. He also com-
mented that he has made several
phone calls and clarified some

things with sponsors
and potential partners
since his endorsement.

The timely ap-
pearance and endorse-
ment by France is not
uncommon in our sport.
His grandfather,
NASCAR founder Bill
France Sr. endorsed
George Wallace for
President. Richard Petty

celebrated his historic 200th victory
with President Ronald Reagan at
Daytona.

Brian France stated that he sup-
ported Barack Obama in 2008 and
actively participated in the cam-
paign. He then shifted his support
to Mitt Romney four years later.

“I supported Obama. I went to
his rallies and parted with my hard-
earned money,” France said. “I was
really thrilled with the idea of the
first African-American President. I
did the same for Romney. In both
cases, I have never agreed with all
their policies.”

However, his endorsement of
Trump has raised questions to
many. The billionaire Trump has re-
ceived lots of criticism for his racial
undertones and policies. His com-
ments on immigrants from Mexico,
deportation of illegal immigrants,
and baring Muslims from entering
the United States have received
mixed reviews.

“I donʼt even know all their poli-
cies, truthfully,” France com-
mented. “I like Trumpʼs ʻbusiness
approachʼ and his status as a
Washington outsider. I really like
the electricity around Trumpʼs cam-
paign.” France also mentioned that
he has enjoyed the friendship with
one of Trumpʼs son, Donald Trump
Jr., for nearly two decades.

“I happen to be very enamored
by the excitement heʼs brought and
the voter turnout that he is creat-
ing,” France added. He also stated

that he is trying to protect his record
on diversity too. NASCAR has
spent “tens of millions of dollars” on
the program that boosts the partic-
ipation of minorities in the sport.
That program includes such stars
as Kyle Larson and Bubba Wallace
Jr. who have been involved in the
NASCAR diversity program. How-
ever, Brian Franceʼs attempts to
address criticism over what he in-
sists was a “personal and private”
decision have been complicated by
Trump mentioning several times
about receiving “NASCARs en-
dorsement”. Problem is, it wasnʼt
NASCAR who made the endorse-
ment, it was Brian France.

Hoppe Hicks, a spokeswoman
for Trumpʼs campaign, said “the en-
dorsement is from the great Brian
France, in addition to several
NASCAR drivers”. 

France told the AP last week that
he understands that his endorse-
ment can be viewed as one that
comes from NASCAR itself. He un-
derstands the family link with
NASCAR and stated that weʼd al-
ways seen politicians, Democrats

and Republicans, at our tracks and
all of them have policies that we do
and donʼt agree with.

I am proud to be an American
and have the right to vote for the in-
dividual who I believe is the best for
every political office. I exercise my
right to vote in local, state, and na-
tion elections. 

“Who I vote for is my business,
and very few, if any, care which box
I check. However, I am not the
CEO of one of the most powerful
organizations in our country. The
fans of NASCAR have been proved
to be the most loyal of any major
sport. When the leader of their or-
ganization endorses a major candi-
date, it certainly can be
misunderstood in the marketplace.
Plus, it becomes a great “water
cooler topic”.

It remains to be seen how these
recent comments and endorse-
ments will affect NASCAR, its fans,
and its supporters and marketers.
Hopefully, the racing action on the
track will soon take over as the
main discussion topic when motor-
sports is mentioned.
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DENNIS PUNCH

NASCAR CEO Brian France recently publically endorsed Donald
Trumpʼs presidental candidacy as his own personal choice, not
one connected to NASCAR. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)





By REID SPENCER
AVONDALE, AZ -

In recent years, Kevin
Harvick has exercised
his dominance at
Phoenix International
Raceway by crushing
the competition.

In Sundayʼs Good
Sam 500 at the one-
mile track in the Sono-

ran Desert, he maintained his
mastery by a matter of inches,
banging fenders with Carl Edwards
in a side-by side overtime battle on
the way to the finish line.

After the drivers traded shots on
the way to the stripe, Harvick pulled
ahead to win the fourth NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series race of the sea-
son by .010 seconds (roughly four
inches), the identical margin by
which Denny Hamlin had beaten
Martin Truex Jr. in the season-
opening Daytona 500.

In the closest finish ever at PIR,
Harvick won for the eighth time at

the track and the fifth time in six
starts since joining Stewart-Haas
Racing. Harvick collected his 32nd
career victory, nine of which have
come since 2013.

The 2014 NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series champion seemed poised
for a decisive win before Kasey
Kahne blew a tire and smacked the
outside wall on Lap 305 of a sched-
uled 312. That brought out the fifth
and final caution of the race and
forced a restart on Lap 312, send-
ing the event one circuit beyond its
posted distance.

Harvick, Dale Earnhardt Jr. and
Austin Dillon stayed out on old tires
during the caution, but Edwards led
a parade to pit road for fresh rub-
ber, and by the time the front of the
field cleared Turn 2 on the restart
lap, Edwards had moved into sec-
ond place.

As the cars sped through the
final two corners on the last lap,
Edwards nudged Harvickʼs No. 4
Chevrolet and dived to the inside.

Twice their cars collided in the final
quarter-mile, with Harvick winning
the drag race to the finish.

"Well, I knew he was better
through (Turns) 3 and 4," Harvick
said of Edwards. "That was not the
car that I wanted to see behind me.
I knew I could beat him down there,
and I tried to protect the bottom in
(Turns) 3 and 4 and I just missed
the bottom with all the rubber build-
up on the tires and everything.

"But, all in all, I knew I was going
to be on defense down there. I got
up too high and wasnʼt able to stay
on the bottom like I wanted to, and
then he got into me, like he should
have, and I needed to get a good
run off the corner, and I was going
to have to get into his door and it
worked out—just barely."

Edwards deliberately moved
Harvick on the final lap, but, just as
deliberately, the driver of the No. 19
Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota stopped
short of wrecking his opponent.

"We made him work for it," Ed-
wards said. "That's more than
we've been able to do here the last
few times. Just a lot of fun. I really
wish it would have worked out a lit-
tle bit differently, but it's a good
race. 

"I ran into him about as hard as
I thought I could without wrecking

him, and it ended up being a drag
race. It was kind of fun coming to
the line because I thought, man, I
got him, and then he doored me
real hard and then he got a little
run, and then I tried to door him and
slow him down, but it just didn't
work."

Denny Hamlin came home third,
followed by pole winner Kyle
Busch, as Joe Gibbs Racing
claimed the second, third and
fourth finishing positions. Earnhardt
fell from second to fifth after the
final restart. Kurt Busch, Matt
Kenseth, rookie Chase Elliott,
Austin Dillon and rookie Ryan
Blaney completed the top 10.

Harvick started the race from
18th and gradually worked his way
to the front, taking the lead for the
first time after a restart on Lap 169.
From that point, Harvick led a race-
high 139 laps and opened a lead of
more than two seconds over Earn-
hardt before the final caution.

Harvick leaves Phoenix tied for
the series lead with Kyle Busch, but
Harvick holds the tiebreaker on the
strength of his first victory of the
season. Busch has yet to win.

Note: The margin of victory was
tied for the seventh closest in se-
ries history since the advent of
electronic scoring in 1993.
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p Harvick Holds Off
Edwards at Phoenix—
By a Matter of Inches

“Happy” Harvick and his happy Jimmy Johns team celebrate on the front stretch of Phoenix International Raceway after a close finish in
Sundayʼs race. (CHRISTIAN PETERSEN/GETTY IMAGES photo)



By REID SPENCER
AVONDALE, AZ-

Kyle Busch calls it a
"knack."

His rivals might
refer to the continuing
saga of Kyle Busch at
Phoenix International
Raceway as absolute
dominance.

But the record
books will show Satur-

dayʼs result in the Axalta Faster.
Tougher. Brighter. 200 as yet an-
other NASCAR XFINITY Series
victory for the Busch juggernaut.

Leading 175 of 200 laps at the
one-mile race track, Busch notched
his ninth victory in 20 starts at PIR.
Thatʼs the highest total number of
wins by a single driver at an active
XFINITY Series venue. (Mark Mar-
tin holds the all-time single track
record with 11 victories at Rocking-
ham.)

In winning for the third-straight
time this season and the 79th time
in his career—extending his own
series record—Busch has now led

493 of a possible 563 laps in his
three 2016 starts.

"Itʼs just a knack for this place, I
guess," Busch said. "Weʼve been
off a little bit on the (Sprint) Cup
side for years, but this year we
seem to be a lot better, and last
year we improved a lot. But the
XFINITY program has always been
good."

In fact, it was good for the entire
Joe Gibbs Racing organization,
which started 1-2-3, with pole win-
ner Erik Jones and Daniel Suárez
leading Busch in qualifying, and fin-
ished 1-2-3, with Jones and Suárez
trailing Busch to the finish line by
2.285 and 9.980 seconds, respec-
tively.

Busch, Suárez and Jones also
ran 1-2-3 in that order a week ear-
lier at Las Vegas, a further indica-
tion of just how much JGR has
gapped the competition.

Justin Allgaier was a distant
fourth in Saturdayʼs race, more
than 14 seconds behind the winner.

"I canʼt say enough about (crew
chief) Chris Gayle and everyone at

Joe Gibbs Racing," Busch said.
"Obviously, (they) did a great job for
me, giving me the car that I needed
and prepared everything for todayʼs
race.

"We didnʼt sit on the pole, but
our teammates did. They were ob-
viously really fast, and they made
me run hard all day long. I mean,

there was nothing left in this car. Itʼs
all used up. Instead of having to go
back to the shop and freshen her
up a little bit, theyʼre going to have
to rebuild it."

The race ran without caution for
the final 99 laps, and on Lap 172,
Jones caught Busch in traffic and
pulled alongside. But Busch re-
gained control of the top spot and
led Jones to pit road for a two-tire
green-flag stop on Lap 177.

That stop proved crucial, with
Busch gaining more than three sec-
onds in the exchange.

"I knew we were in a little bit of
trouble when he rolled by, right
when we were just trying to leave
the box," Jones said. "I didnʼt know
how much time that was going to
equal to, but by the time we got up
to speed, he was four or five sec-
onds ahead. It was too much to run
back down in that amount of time."

Suárez expanded his series lead
to eight points over Elliott Sadler,
who finished eighth. Chase Elliott
followed JR Motorsports teammate
Allgaier in fifth, with the Dillon
brothers, Ty and Austin, running
sixth and seventh.

Brad Keselowski and Brennan
Poole completed the top 10. With
three victories to its credit, the No.
18 JGR Camry leads the ownersʼ
standings by seven points over the
No. 88 JR Motorsports all-star car
driven by Elliott on Saturday.

Note: In post-race inspection,
Jones' No. 20 was cited for rear toe
outside of tolerance when meas-
ured by the laser inspection station.
NASCAR will address possible
sanctions at next week's competi-
tion meeting.

NAS
CAR

 Xf
init

y S
erie

s Kyle Busch Continues
Dominance with

XFINITY Win at Phoenix

Race winner Kyle Busch exits his car in PIRʼs victory lane to the celebration of his team. (MATT
THACKER/NKP photo)

Erik Jones (20) battles to stay ahead of Kyle Busch (20) as the
race winds down. Busch succeeded in winning. Jones was held at
post-race inspection for rear toe measuring outside the tolerance.
(MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



PUBLIC AUCTIONPUBLIC AUCTION
Selling Parts and Equipment of Michael Waltrip RacingSelling Parts and Equipment of Michael Waltrip Racing

March 28, 29, 30, 31, 2016 March 28, 29, 30, 31, 2016 
4 Day Sale - Starting Each Day at 9:30 AM – Doors Open at 8:30 AM 

Viewing Will Be On Saturday, March 26, 2016 - Noon - 5:00pmViewing Will Be On Saturday, March 26, 2016 - Noon - 5:00pm
SALE LOCATION: 20310 Chartwell Center Drive, Cornelius, NC 28031; From I-77, take Exit 28 toward W.

Catawba Ave.; turn left onto Liverpool Parkway; turn left onto Chartwell Center Dr. Watch for Auction Signs

PARTIAL SALE LISTING
Coil Springs; Spring Hdw; Shock Parts; Spring Rubbers; Gauges; Regulators; Heim Ends; Paint; Paint Accessories; Glue Guns; Shields; Cleaner
Liquids; Paint -Additives, Reducers, Primers; Sandpaper; Body Filler; Air Fittings; Grinding Discs; Gloves; Paint Suits; Spring Helix; Dry Sump
Tanks; D/S Tank Parts; Fuel Cells; P/S Pumps; P/S Pump Parts; Splitters; Splitter Hdw; Check Valves; Braided Line; Silicone Hose; Pig Mat; Tank
Clamps; Elec Fans; Templates; Roof Flaps; Hood Pcs; C-clamps; Metal Measuring Sticks; Windshields; Sway Bar Arms; Control Arms; Grease
Buckets; Nuts & Bolts; Angle Drills; Welding Wire; Carbon Fiber Hoods; Steel Pcs; Metal Pcs; Duct Hose; Tires & Wheels; Shrink Wrap; Leg
Boards; Naca Duct; Insulation; Brake Lines; Carb Spacers; Thermostats; C/F Pcs; Peterson Filters; Tarp Bags; Shifter Boots; Hardline; Fire Extin-
guishers; Brake Pads; Rotors; Brake Hats; Brake Duct Hose; Driveshafts; Ring & Pinions; Lockers; Yokes; Pigs; Transcase; Decals; Rearends;
Truck Arms; Spindles; Alum Radiators; Cool Fan; C/F Air Boxes; Metal Brackets; Boom Tubes; Exhaust Pcs; Brooms; MAC Timing Light; 3M In-
frared Heat Tracer; Lead; Chassis Dollies; Headers; Fuel Jugs; Body Pcs; Trouble Lights; Bearings; Cord Reel; Air Tools; Flood Lamps; Raw Ma-
terials – Steel Sheets, Square Tubing; Round Stock; Metal Stock; Rams; Fixtures; Brunson Tripods; Aeroquip; Makita Tools; DeWalt Tools; Oil;
Shifter Handles; Plunger Cans; Air Hose; Alum Tanks; Braided Line 

RACE CARS
2015 #5 Intermediate Chassis and body; 2015 #55 Intermediate Chassis and body 

SHOP EQUIPMENT
NAPA Water Buffalo; Rearend Racks; Radiator Rack; Safety Kleen Parts Washer; Coil Spring Racks; Auto Body Rotisserie; Panel Stands; Creep-
ers; Paint Guns; Grinders; Paint Pots; Barrel Pumps; Workbenches; Winches; Miller Personal Fall Limiters; (2) Carolina Virginia Paint Booths; (2)
Prep Stations; (1) Carolina Virginia Mix Room; JET • Ton Trolleyʼs; Explosion Proof Cabinets; Air Paint Shaker; Paint Stands; Grey Parts Carts;
Roehrig Spring Dyno; Jack Stands; Weight Scale; Magido Smart Parts Washer; Rag Bucket; Bump Steer Gauges; Brunson Tripods; Hardcases;
Hardness Tester; Coke Coolers; Banders; Gear Racks; Shop Stools; Roll-a-round Black Cabinets; Foremanʼs Desk; Sway Bar Rack; Pallet Jack;
Irvan Smith Shrinker-Stretcher; Hyd 10 Ton Hand Pump; Floor Fans; Dial Indicators; Shop Cabibets; Baileigh 10ʼ Brake; Control Arm Rack; Height
Stands; Trouble Lights; Cutting Torch; Torch Carts; MIG Guns; GAST Compressor/Vacuum Pump; Pressure Bench; Gas Water Pump; Windshield
Rack; Craftsman Bench Grinder on Stand; Truck Arm Racks; Hotsy 5700 Series Hot Water Pressure Washer; Raw Material Racks; Vidmar Stor-
age Cabinets; Drying Cabinet; 55 Gal Drum Pneumatic Vacuum  

OFFICE EQUIPMNET/MISCELLANEOUS
Buffet Table; Office Desks; Credenzaʼs; Bookcases; File Cabinets; Conference Room Tables; Executive Office Furniture; Pipe & Drape; Round Ta-
bles; Square Tables; Trophy Cases; Display Rack; Shelving Units; Clocks; Misc Office Equipment; 2 Door Cabinets; Plastic Shelving; GE 19.5 cu.
ft. Refrigerator-Freezer; Alum 2 Wheel Cart; Emerson Microwaves; Hero Card Stands; Banners; Bubble Gum Machine; Trash Cans; Step Stools;
Fiberglass Ladders; 2 Wheel Carts; Christmas Decorations; Flat ScreenTVʼs; Projectors; Rubber Mats; (2) Whitetail Whirpools; Magic Chef Small
Refrigerator; Computer Hdw; BBQ Grill; Medline Wheelchair; Glass Trailer Doors; Clothes Racks; Vacuums; Directorʼs Chairs; Water Cooler; Of-
fice Chairs; Massage Table; First Aid Equipment; Gas Cans; Leaf Blowers; Safety Cones; Alum Cart; Ice Machine 

TERMS OF SALE: Terms of sale is cash, cashier checks, money orders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or Mastercard. Business or Personal
Checks must be accompanied by a Bank Letter of Credit submitted to cashier on Sale Days. There will be a 15% buyerʼs premium charged on
each lot number sold, with a 5% discount given for cash. Driver's license or picture identification is required to register. All items sold “As Is,
Where Is” with no guarantees or warranty expressed or implied. Buyers must settle and remove all items at the end of each sale day. Announce-
ments sale day take precedence over any printed matter 

Maria Vannice, Auctioneer
NCAL #8595
IN AU10800010
Danny Irvin, Auctioneer
NCAL #8657
IN AU10800039
Auction Firm License #8623 www.mcsauctions.com

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR
ADDITIONAL INFO:

OWNER



SOPHIA, NC - Sit-
ting 10th with 25 laps
to go at an oval where
track position is a pre-
mium, Burt Myers
faced a daunting chal-
lenge. The ensuing
final circuits may be
among the best of his
d i s t i n g u i s h e d
NASCAR Whelen

Southern Modified Tour career.
Myers, who came to pit road in

the nightʼs second-to-last caution to
flip-flop his left side tires, gained
four positions in six circuits after the
restart and four more by Lap 144.
The nightʼs last yellow flag provided
the Walnut Cove, North Carolina,
modified veteran the final opportu-
nity he needed. 

Myers beat Danny Bohn on the
restart of the green-white-
checkered flag finish and powered
to victory in the Davis Roofing 150
at Caraway Speedway. It was the
17th triumph overall for Myers and
his third at the venerable .455-mile
oval.

It was a topsy-turvy evening in
the No. 1 Remington SCT/Speed-
way Auto Auction Ford for Myers,
who started on the front row and
took the lead for the first time from
the polesitter Bohn on Lap 28. He
manned the front until Lap 82 when
he pitted under caution for a new
right rear tire. Myers returned to the
race eighth after a lengthy stop, but
moved back up to fifth before re-
turning to pit road for the tire swap
that proved to be his key to victory.

Bobby Measmer Jr. was also
able to get by Bohn in the final cir-
cuit for second place, his best ca-
reer finish. Bohn, Jason Myers and

two-time defending tour titlist Andy
Seuss rounded out the top five.

Brendon Bock, George
Brunnhoelzl III, Jeff Goodale,
Richie Pallai Jr. and Jeremy Gerst-
ner completed the top 10.

In his first race with the Fleming
Family Racing No. 40, Bohn cap-
tured his sixth career Coors Light
Pole Award earlier in the evening
and led two different times for 50
laps.

The NASCAR Whelen Southern
Modified Tour will return to action
next Saturday, March 19 at Con-
cord Speedway for just the second
race in tour history at the North
Carolina tri-oval with the Southern
Sizzler 150.

Dippel Dominates
Mobile 150

MOBILE, AL - The latest
prospect making the transition from
dirt to asphalt may prove to be the
quickest study of them all.

Wallkill, New York, native Tyler
Dippel stormed to Victory Lane in
just his second NASCAR K&N Pro
Series East start Sunday at Mobile
International Raceway.

Twenty-three days shy of his
16th birthday, Dippel took the lead
on Lap 30 of the Mobile 150 pre-
sented by the Mobile Sports Au-
thority and drove away from the
25-car field time and time again.
Two cautions inside of 10 laps to go
kept his No. 38 East West Ma-
rine/TyCar Chevrolet from running
away from the competition, but he
wasnʼt seriously tested on either
restart.

Second place went to 21 Means
21 Coors Light polesitter Spencer

Davis while Jesse Little, Austin
Theriault and Kaz Grala brought
home the top five in the race that
was extended to 154 laps with the
late caution.

Kyle Benjamin, one of the pre-
race favorites to win, was black
flagged while running fifth on Lap
95 when his window net came
down. He was able to rally to a
sixth place finish followed by Harri-
son Burton, Hunter Baize, Justin
Haley and Ronnie Bassett Jr. in the
top 10.

Dippel is following in the foot-
steps of Kyle Larson and Rico
Abreu as notable dirt drivers who
have recently transition to
NASCAR asphalt racing via the
K&N Pro Series East. Larson
reached Victory Lane in his sixth
series start while Abreu did it in his
seventh.

Dominique Van Wieringen set
two series records in the Mobile
150 before a Lap 146 spinout re-
sulted in a 20th place finish. A sec-
ond-place qualifying run broke her
own mark for a female, and after
she took the lead from Davis on the
initial start, the Canadian led the
first 29 laps. No female driver had
led more than four laps in a race in
the seriesʼ 30 years of competition.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
East will return to action with the
Kevin Whitaker Chevrolet 150 on
March 26 at South Carolinaʼs
Greenville Pickens Speedway.

K&N Pro Series West
Opener Headlines Big
Weekend Of Racing at

Irwindale
ROSEVILLE, CA - An action-

packed day of stock car racing is
slated for Irwindale Speedway as
the NASCAR K&N Pro Series West
kicks off its season with the Toyota
/ NAPA AUTO PARTS 150 on Sat-
urday, March 19.

Chase Elliott, who drives the

NAPA AUTO PARTS entry in the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series, will be
a special guest at the event – which
in addition to the K&N West, will
also feature the NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series and the Spec
Late Model Series in action.

Fans will need to arrive early, as
Elliott and other drivers making a
special appearance at the track are
to participate in an autograph ses-
sion on the front stretch of the
speedway, slated to begin at 5:30
p.m. He is also scheduled for a visit
with NAPA VIP guests at the event.
Elliott, the son of NASCAR Cham-
pion Bill Elliott, is in his rookie sea-
son in the Sprint Cup Series after
replacing Jeff Gordon in the Hen-
drick Motorsports No. 24 entry.

Another exciting season of rac-
ing is anticipated this year in the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series West,
with a great blend of tough veteran
drivers being challenged by tal-
ented young newcomers. It should
make for an exciting event at Irwin-
dale with drivers trying to get a
jump on their competition as the
Westʼs oldest stock car circuit
launches its 63rd season. 

Two-time K&N West champion
Brendan Gaughan plans to be at Ir-
windale and participate in the driver
autograph session.

David Gilliland – whose 15-year-
old son, Todd, will be competing in
his rookie season in the series –
will also be part of the activities at
Irwindale.

The festivities will also feature
Austin Cameron, the all-time win-
ningest K&N West driver at Irwin-
dale; Steve Portenga; Chris
Eggleston; NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series drivers David Ragan and
Matt DiBenedetto.

Gates open at 4 p.m., qualifying
gets underway at 5 p.m., and rac-
ing is set to begin at 6 p.m. Ticket
information is available at BMR-
napa.com or by calling 916-676-
0010 ext 1103.
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g Furious Rally Returns
Myers to Victory Lane

Third Caraway Win, 17th of Whelen
Southern Modified Career

Burt Myers celebrated in Caraway Victory Lane for the third time in
his career. (Chris Keane/Getty Images for NASCAR photo)

Tyler Dippel led 125 laps en route to a convincing win Sunday at
Mobile. (Jonathan Bachman/Getty Images for NASCAR photo)



CHARLOTTE, NC
- Following another
successful and com-
petitive Pro All Stars
Series (PASS) South
Super Late Model
event this past week-
end at Dillon Motor
Speedway, the focus
now shifts to two huge
events at a couple of
legendary North Car-
olina short tracks.  The

next two PASS South Super Late
Model races will be the inaugural
Southern Sizzler on March 19 at
Concord Speedway and the 11th
Annual Easter Bunny 150 on
March 26 at Hickory Motor Speed-
way.  PASS will be paired with the
NASCAR Whelen Southern Modi-
fied Tour at Concord and the new
Southern Modified Racing Series
Presented By PASS at Hickory.
And both events could loom large
in the race for the 2016 PASS
South Super Late Model title.

A trio of talented youngsters cur-
rently leads the PASS South Super
Late Model standings following the
first two events of the season.
Rookie Kodie Conner leads the
points race after a runner-up finish
at Dillon Motor Speedway, over
second year racer Matt Craig and
defending PASS South champion,
Tate Fogleman.  Craig trails Conner
by just two points on the strength of
a pair of sixth place finishes.  The
Kannapolis, NC driver is excited
about returning to Concord and
Hickory as he seeks his first career
PASS South Super Late Model win.

“I really like racing at Concord
and Hickory because itʼs close to
home and the fans there during the
pit party always ask about the old
#54 they saw back in the late 90s
and early 2000s,” said Craig refer-
encing the family-owned car once
piloted by drivers like Rodney
Childers, Clay Rogers, and Jeff
Fultz. 

Just a week after the Southern

Sizzler at Concord, one of the most
prestigious short track events of the
Spring will go green on Saturday,
March 26 as the 11th Annual
Easter Bunny 150 brings PASS
racers from across the continent
back to Hickory Motor Speedway.
And if the Easter Bunny weekend
was not already big enough, two in-
augural series events at Hickory
will make it that much bigger.  The
Southern Modified Racing Series
Presented By PASS is expected to
bring Tour-type Modified racers
from across the East Coast to-
gether in the first ever Easter
Bunny 125.  And, the new South
East Mini Stock tour will also be in
action following an exciting intro-
ductory event at Concord last Fall.

As an added bonus, the winner
of this yearʼs Easter Bunny 150 will
get a guaranteed starting spot in ar-
guably the biggest Super Late
Model race in the country as part of
the “Road To The Oxford 250.”
David Garbo, Jr. secured his spot
via a win in last yearʼs North-South
Shootout at Concord. 

The most recent winner in PASS
South competition, Brandon Set-
zer, is excited about the opportunity
following his win at Hickory last

year in the Mason-Dixon Meltdown
200.

“Hickory is already a huge race
for my crew and I because itʼs so
close to home and I raced there for
years before I started touring with
PASS,” says Setzer, who lives in
nearby Newton, NC.

All the action gets under way on
Friday, March 18 at Concord
Speedway with open practice for all
competing divisions from 2 – 6
PM.  On Saturday, March 19, prac-
tice will begin at 12:30 PM with
qualifying starting at 3:15 PM for
the PASS South Super Late Mod-
els, Mid-Atlantic Limited Late Mod-
els, Mini Stocks, and the NASCAR
Whelen Southern Modified Tour fol-
lowed by main events for the
Southern Sizzler starting at ap-
proximately 5 PM.  

PASS South Super Late Model
entry forms and complete weekend
schedules for the events at Con-
cord Speedway and Hickory Motor
Speedway can be found at ProAll-
StarsSeries.com.

And, donʼt forget to “Like” the
Pro All Stars Series on Facebook
or follow us on Twitter
@PASSSLM14 to keep up with
breaking news as it happens.

P.A
.S.

S.
PASS South Racers Focus
Attention To Concord And

Hickory

SALEM, IN -
Champion Racing As-
sociation Powered by
JEGS Officials, in con-
junction with Five-Star
RaceCar Bodies, have
announced that Five-
Star RaceCar Bodies
will continue their sup-
port of Champion Rac-
ing Association and its
ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by
JEGS, JEGS/CRA All-

Stars Tour Presented by Chevrolet
Performance, Voreʼs Welding CRA
Late Model Sportsman Series Pow-
ered by JEGS and CRA Street
Stock Series Powered by JEGS for
the upcoming 2016 race season.  

Five-Star RaceCar Bodies will
award the 2016 ARCA/CRA Super
Series Senneker Performance
Rookie of the Year with an ABC
Body Package “A” Body and will
draw from the top 10 finishers in
final 2016 ARCA/CRA Super Series
points for a second ABC Body
Package at the 2016 CRA Awards
Banquet. In addition, Five Star will
award the 12th place finisher at
each series event in 2016 with a
$100 Product Certificate. 

Five Star RaceCar Bodies will
also award two ABC Body Package
“A” Bodies by draw of the top 10 in
final JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
points at the 2016 CRA Awards
Banquet. In addition Five Star
RaceCar Bodies will award the 4th
place finisher at each JEGS Tour
event with a $100 Product Certifi-
cate. 

Five-Star RaceCar Bodies will
award an ABC Body Package “A”
Body by random draw of the top 10
finishers in the final 2016 Voreʼs
Welding CRA Late Model Sports-
man Series points.

Five-Star RaceCar Bodies will
award one $250 Product Certificate
by random draw of the top 10 fin-
ishers in the final 2016 CRA Street
Stock Series points. Both drawing
will be done at the 2016 CRA
Awards Banquet.

Five-Star RaceCar Bodies has
been a proud sponsor of the
ARCA/CRA Super Series since
1998. Five-Star RaceCar Bodies is
the leading provider of Racecar &
Race Truck Bodies as well as body
installation tools, molded Lexan
windows and graphic kits. Five-Star
RaceCar Bodies has helped spear-
head the development of the ABC

Body Approved Body Configuration
and also produces the ABC Body
Rules and the Referee-Body In-
spection Device used by the CRA.
For more information about Five-
Star RaceCar Bodies, check out
their web site at www.fivestarbod-
ies.com.

ButlerBuilt to
Continue Sponsorship

of CRA for 2016
SALEM, IN - Champion Racing

Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials have announced that Butler-
Built Professional Seat Systems
has agreed to continue their spon-
sorship as the Official Racing Seat
of CRA and their ARCA/CRA Super
Series Powered by JEGS,
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Pre-
sented by Chevrolet Performance
and Voreʼs Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman Powered by
JEGS for the upcoming 2016 race
season. Butlerbuilt has been a
proud sponsor of CRA since the
2007 season. 

ButlerBuilt will award the 14th
and 15th place finishers at each
ARCA/CRA Super Series and
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour event
with $50 Product Certificates. But-
lerBuilt will award a Racing Seat by
random draw of the top 10 drivers
in final 2016 ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries points at the 2016 CRA Awards

Banquet. ButlerBuilt will award a
$500 Product Certificate towards a
ButlerBuilt Racing Seat by random
draw of the top 10 drivers in final
2016 JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
points at the 2016 CRA Awards
Banquet. 

ButlerBuilt will award the 10th
place finisher at each Voreʼs Weld-
ing CRA Late Model Sportsman
Series event with a $50 Product
Certificate. In addition, ButlerBuilt
will award a $500 Product Certifi-
cate towards a ButlerBuilt Racing
Seat by random draw of the top 10
drivers in final 2016 series points at
the 2016 CRA Awards Banquet. 

ButlerBuilt has manufactured
custom racing seats for more than
30 years and are regarded as one
of the industryʼs leaders in safety.
ButlerBuilt also manufactures a full
line of Racing Seat Accessories in-
cluding replacement covers. They
also manufacture and distribute
Brake and NACA ducts, Aluminum
Steering Wheels, EZ Sert Pour-in-
Place Seat Insert kits, Roll Bar
Padding, Restraint Systems, King-
pin to Kingpin Tether Systems and
provide Technical Assistance. More
information is available on Butler-
Built Professional Seat Systems at
www.butlerbuilt.net or by calling
704-784-1027. 

More information on all the CRA
Series is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com.
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www.mcsauctions.com

PUBLIC AUCTIONPUBLIC AUCTION
March 22 and 23, 2016 March 22 and 23, 2016 

Starting at 9:30 AM – Doors open at 8:00 AM 

SALE LOCATION: 8955 W NC Hwy. 152, Mooresville, NC, 28115; From I-77 North of Charlotte to Exit 36, go East
on 150 approx. 6 miles to Junction 152, hang a right and go approx. 2 miles to Sale Site; Watch for Auction Signs

PARTIAL SALE LISTING – RACE PARTS 
R07 Heads; Alum Radiators; Snap-on and MAC Hand Tools; Exhaust Pcs; C/F Air Boxes; Radiator Hose; Calipers; Sway Bars; Carbon
Fiber Pcs; Headers; Rods – Carrillo & Pankl; Steel Rockers; Upper & Lower A-arms; Crankshafts; Aeroquip; Coil Springs; Braided Line; Dri-
veshafts; Rearend Housings; Brake Pads; Push Rods; Valves; Oil Coolers; Gas Cans; MSD Hot Box; Bellhousing; Black Silicone; Lockers;
Valve Springs; Retainers; Triple Disc Clutches; Leaf Springs; Tiger Quick Change Rearend with Rotors, Hubs, Transmission with Tilton Bell-
housing and T.O. Bearing; Firebottles; Jack Stands 

PARTIAL SALE LISTING – EQUIPMENT
Show Car Display Stands; Fluorescent Lights; Bridgeport Miller S/N J-90221; Snap-On VG3000 Valve Face Grinder; Snap-On Valve Seat
Grinding Stone Dresser; Block Fixtures; Bowman Drawers; Bowman Bolt Bins; Lawson Drawers; Wireless Scales; Car Stands; Coolers;
BluePoint Gasket Set; Central Crankshaft Main Journal Gauge; Micrometers; Central Tool Telescoping Gauges; 2 Ton Jacks; Mop Bucket;
Sunnen Dial Bore Gauge; All-Pro Salamander; Woodward Fab Shrinker/Stretcher; Fleet Model 5-21 End Lift; Brake Stool; Air Tank; Air Com-
pressor; Skil Variable Speed Jig Saw; Central Pneumatic •” Air Hydraulic Riveter; Chicago Pneumatic Angle Polisher; Circular Saw; Electric
Die Grinder; Engine Stand; Creeper; 2 Wheel Dollie; Irvan Smith Bump Steer Gauge; Alum Box; Worklights; Shelves & Dividers for Locker
Sections; Sway Bar Rack; 2007 – 2015 Jeep Full Width Front Recovery Winch Mount Bumper by Rampage 

CAR
Bobby Labonte Roller decked out with Decal Package – purchased from MWR. Chassis is 4 years old, has all suspension, rear calipers, fuel
line, some oil lines, steering column, all windows, no dash 

TERMS OF SALE: Terms of sale is cash, cashier checks, money orders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or Mastercard. Business or Personal
Checks must be accompanied by a Bank Letter of Credit submitted to cashier on Sale Days.  There will be a 15% buyerʼs premium charged
on each lot number sold, with a 5% discount given for cash. Driver's license or picture identification is required to register. All items sold “As
Is, Where Is” with no guarantees or warranty expressed or implied. Buyers must settle and remove all items at the end of each sale day.
Announcements sale day take precedence over any printed matter. 

OWNERS: HENDRICK MOTORSPORTS PLUS OTHER TOP CONSIGNORS

Visit our website for additional info:Maria Vannice, Auctioneer           
NCAL #8595 • IN AU10800010

Danny Irvin, Auctioneer
NCAL #8657 • IN AU10800039Auction Firm License #8623 



Auto Club
Speedway

Considered to be
the largest sporting
event in Southern Cal-
ifornia, the NASCAR
Auto Club 400 race
weekend kicks-off with
a new FanFest event
and the signature
NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series Hauler Parade,
both scheduled for
Thursday, March 17,
2016.

St. Paddyʼs Day
FanFest presented by
Bubba Burger will fea-
ture NASCAR driver

appearances on the main stage,
live music, vendors and family-
friendly entertainment in the
OʼReilly Auto Parts Fan Zone at
Auto Club Speedway.

5 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. - The Rela-
tives Perform

6:10 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Q&A -
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Driver
Joey Logano 
6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Q&A =
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Austin
Dillon (Coca-Cola Race Day Ready
Experience)

6:30 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.  Q&A -
NASCAR Xfinity Series Drivers
Brennan Poole & Blake Koch

6:45 p.m. –  7:00 p.m  Q&A -
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Driver
Michael McDowell

7:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. - NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series Hauler Parade

7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. - The
Joshua Tree Performs (U2 Tribute
Band)

In addition, fans attending the
FanFest can watch a convoy of 40
NASCAR Sprint Cup Haulers arrive
as they gear up for the annual

NASCAR Auto Club 400 race
weekend. 

For more information about Fan-
Fest, Hauler Parade and to pur-
chase tickets to the Auto Club 400,
call 800-944-RACE (7223), or visit
www.autoclubspeedway.com/fan-
fest.

Bristol Motor Speedway 
BRISTOL, TN - Bush Brothers &

Company is renewing its partner-
ship with Bristol Motor Speedway
for a third season. The company,
based in East Tennessee, will con-
tinue to sponsor Bushʼs Beans Pole
Day, April 15, in support of the Food
City 500 weekend and the Bushʼs
Beans 150 NASCAR Whelen Mod-
ified Series race entitlement on
Aug. 17.

“We are proud to partner with
our friends at Bristol Motor Speed-
way,” said Drew Everett, chairman
for Bush Brothers & Company.
“Bush Brothers & Company works
hard to make sure every can of
BUSHʼS Beans are the best they
can be, just like Bristol Motor
Speedway strives to deliver a great
racing experience every time.”

In addition, Bushʼs Grillinʼ Beans
will be available at the Bushʼs
Trackside Cafes and at concession
stands throughout the grandstands
during the Food City 500 weekend.

Fans can save $5 by purchasing
tickets for Bushʼs Beans Pole Day
by March 31. Children 12 years old
and under are free with a paying
adult. Adult tickets are $20 starting
April 1.

Bushʼs Beans Pole Day includes
NASCAR Sprint Cup Seriesʼ Food
City 500 practice and knockout-
style qualifying, along with practice
for the NASCAR XFINITY Series.
The day ends with the Food City

Race Night Fanfest on property.
The Bushʼs Beans 150, held

during Bass Pro Shops NRA Night
Race week, is the second race of a
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series/Whelen Modified Series
doubleheader on Wednesday, Aug.
17. Tickets start at $30 for general
admission and $25 for IBelong sea-
son ticket holders. Fans can visit
BristolTix.com or call (855) 580-
5525 for ticketing information.

Dover International Speedway
The Monster Mile will again host

a special program for families and
children on the autism spectrum on
Sunday, May 15.

For the “AAA 400 Drive For
Autism” NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries race, the Autism Awareness
Day at the Races package will in-
clude seats in the air-conditioned
grandstands, pre-race appear-
ances by NASCAR drivers and per-
sonalities, presentations by
educational speakers, food, bever-
ages and much more. A quiet room
with muted sound and lighting will
also be available for families to step
away from the roar of the race.

Tickets are $95 for adults and
$25 for children 14 and under. Call
800-441-RACE for more informa-
tion.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - One of the

biggest names in entertainment
today will perform at the biggest
Memorial Day Weekend celebra-
tion on the planet when two-time
GRAMMY nominee and country
music megastar Lee Brice rocks
the pre-race entertainment stage
before the Coca-Cola 600, Sunday,
May 29 at Charlotte Motor Speed-
way.

The full 45-minute Lee Brice
Coca-Cola 600 pre-race concert
presented by Speed Perks, will
highlight the Coca-Cola 600 pre-
race pit party, which will also in-
clude driver appearances, Q&As
with some of the biggest names in
the sport and even more live music.

Before breaking onto the scene
in 2010 with his debut album, ̒ Love
Like Crazy,ʼ Brice was a noted
songwriter, penning “More Than A
Memory” recorded by Garth
Brooks, and wrote songs recorded
by artists including, Jason Aldean,
Tim McGraw, Blake Shelton and
Kenny Chesney. During the Lee
Brice Coca-Cola 600 pre-race con-
cert presented by Speed Perks, the
multitalented musician, songwriter,
producer and recording artist is ex-
pected to perform several of his
smash hits like “Love Like Crazy,”
“Woman Like You” and “I Donʼt
Dance.” The concert will take place
on pit road.

The double ACM winner Lee
Brice kicked off 2016 with his head-
lining “Life Off My Years” Tour. In
addition to being the only Country
artist to perform in all 50 states last
year, Brice has recently appeared
on ESPNʼs “SportsCenter” ABCʼs
“Bachelor Live,” NBCʼs “The
Voice,” and performed on the 2016
NHL All-Star Weekend telecast.
The recently debuted the song,
“More Love” with long-time friend,
Jerrod Niemann, exclusively on Sir-
iusXMʼs The Highway. For more in-
formation on Lee Brice, visit
www.leebrice.com/.

To purchase tickets, camping
and race-day upgrades, fans can
call the speedway ticket office at 1-
800-455-FANS (3267) or shop on-
line at www.charlottemotor
speedway.com.
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PHOENIX, AZ -
Six-time NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
champion Jimmie
Johnson announced
the launch of the 2016
Blue Bunny Helmet of
Hope campaign,
which will award
$125,000 to five non-
profit organizations in
May, during a press
conference Friday

morning at Phoenix International
Raceway.

Johnson was joined by Mike
Wells, president and CEO of Wells

Enterprises, maker of Blue Bunny
Ice Cream, and representatives
from 2015 Blue Bunny Helmet of
Hope recipient organization The Be
Kind People Project, to reveal that
not-for-profit (501c3) organizations
that directly support K-12 public ed-
ucation will be eligible to compete
for one of the five available $25,000
grants. 

"The generosity and uniqueness
of the Jimmie Johnson Founda-
tion Blue Bunny Helmet of Hope
program engaged and involved our
volunteers, our schools, and our
community in a way that no other
effort has ever done," said Bo Whit-

tenton of The Be Kind People Proj-
ect, a 2015 grant recipient.

The Blue Bunny Helmet of Hope
program, which began in 2008, al-
lows fans and consumers across
the country to nominate their fa-
vorite education-focused charities,
including Parent/Teacher Associa-
tions, to receive a $25,000 grant, a
Blue Bunny ice cream party, and
special recognition on Johnson's
race helmet. Nominations will be
accepted at www.jimmiejohnson-
foundation.org through Thursday,
April 14. Ten semifinalists will be
selected from these nominations.
The public vote to choose the final
five grant recipients will take place
April 29 – May 6. 

"Chandra (wife) and I are grate-
ful to Blue Bunny and the Wells
Family for partnering with us again
this year to support these essential

programs," Johnson said. "We al-
ways look forward to learning about
the great charities that are nomi-
nated and the amazing work they
do in support of K-12 public educa-
tion across the country. It's an ex-
citing opportunity, and we
encourage everyone to nominate
and then vote. We feel fortunate to
have the ability to use my helmet to
raise awareness for these causes
and have a little fun in the process."

To date, the Blue Bunny Helmet
of Hope program has contributed
more than $810,000 to 81 different
charities. 

"Blue Bunny is proud to partner
with Jimmie and Chandra as title
sponsor of Helmet of Hope," Wells
said.

For additional information and to
nominate a charity, visit www.jim-
miejohnsonfoundation.org.
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Jimmie Johnson Foundation and
Blue Bunny Ice Cream Announce
Five $25,000 Grant Opportunities 



TULARE, CA -
David Gravel claimed
his first World of Out-
laws Craftsman®
Sprint Car Series vic-
tory of the season Sat-
urday night at
Thunderbowl Race-
way as he held off
Shane Stewart
through the 35-lap
feature. 

The win was the
first series win for Gravel since he
won the National Open at Williams
Grove Speedway in 2014 and the
first for him with his new team, CJB
Motorsports. 

"It's awesome to win this early in
the season," Gravel said. "Running
second last week and now a win is
great. The track was narrow but I
had to take advantage of our track
position. I didn't want to give up a
win there - you never want to give
up wins. I tried to be aggressive
when I was supposed to be ag-
gressive and be passive when I
was supposed to be passive but it
worked out." 

Saturday's action at Thunder-
bowl came one day after rain
forced the cancellation of the first
night of racing at the track in Tulare,
Calif. 

Brad Sweet, the current champi-
onship point leader, kicked off the
night by scoring the quick time and
setting a new track record of
12.327 seconds in his No. 49 Ra-
zorback Professional Tools car.
Sweet set the previous track record
of 12.582 seconds at Thunderbowl
last season with the Outlaws. 

Roseville, Calif.'s Willie Croft
took the pole after winning the dash
with Gravel starting on his outside. 

Notable before the start of the
feature was the absence of reign-
ing series champion Donny Schatz
in the main event. After missing the
transfer in his heat race, Schatz
started in seventh in the Last
Chance Showdown and was un-
able to advance beyond sixth
place. With the new provisional rule
in place that does not let drivers im-
prove their points position if they
run in the feature, Schatz opted not
to take the provisional and start the
feature. It was the first time since
Nov. 2, 2012 that Schatz has not
started a World of Outlaws feature. 

When the green flag fell on the
night's main event, Gravel quickly
jumped to the lead in his No. 5 Big

Game Treestands car on the start
as Croft stumbled. Stewart also
battled by. Gravel quickly caught
the back of the field and had to con-
tend with a hard-charging Stewart,
who looked up and down the track
for a line around the No. 5. 

Through several cautions and
restarts, including a red flag stop-
page on lap 15 that involved four
cars and ended the night for Joey
Saldana, Stewart tried to get the
position from Gravel, but Gravel
held the lead. 

"I'm sure Shane was right on me
there late with me behind Kerry
(Madsen)," Gravel said. "I was just
protected. I knew he wouldn't be
able to pass me with the line I was
running and just tried to do the right
things." 

When the checkered flag fell, it
was all David Gravel - a flag-to-flag
win for the Watertown, Conn.-na-
tive. 

"I love this place though," Gravel
said. "Ever since the first time I
came here it's always been awe-
some and I've always been fast. I'm
glad I got a win here." 

Stewart, who currently sits sec-
ond in the series championship
standings, was visibly disappointed
to not get the win for his No. 2 Lar-
son Marks Racing/Eneos team but
said he was happy for another
podium finish. 

"We were able to take advan-
tage of our starting spot," Stewart
said. "It was just really tough to

pass. I actually got a little tight after
that red and I'm not really sure why.
David did a good job. I had a few
shots at him but he just didn't screw
up enough for me to get by him. So
good job to him - these wins are re-
ally hard to come by." 

Croft, driving the No. 26 car for
Rudeen Racing, said he was
pleased to kick off his 2016 run with
the team as well as he did. 

"We had a great night all night,"
Croft said. "I was a little bit tighter
than I expected for the main event.
We kind of loosened up on the red
which got me to rotate a little better
to hold on for third. I can't complain
at all running third with these guys.
It's a huge accomplishment for my-
self." 

"To start off third place with the
Outlaws, I'll take it. I'm just super
stoked." 

Jason Johnson was the night's
KSE Racing Hard Charger, ad-

vancing 11 positions to finish in
12th. 

Sweet, who finished the night in
the fourth position, extended his
points lead to 68 over now second
place Stewart. 

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series returns to action
next weekend at the Stockton
(Calif.) Dirt Track. The series kicks
off the FVP Western Spring
Shootout on Friday night, March 18
and wraps it up on Saturday, March
19. Great seats remain and are
available by calling 844-DIRT-TIX
or by visiting WorldofOutlaws.
com/Tickets. 

Follow the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series on
Twitter at www.twitter.com/Worldo-
fOutlaws, like it on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/WorldofOut-
laws, or check out the latest videos
on at www.youtube.com/Worldo-
fOutlaws.
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of the Season

David Gravel claimed his first win of the season holding off Shane
Stewart for the victory at Thunderbowl Raceway. (PAUL ARCH
photo)



CONCORD, NC -
As if winning World of
Outlaws Craftsman®
Sprint Car Series
races and competing
for the series champi-
onship was not
enough of a chal-
lenge, Kasey Kahne
Racing with Mike
Curb's Brad Sweet is
looking to his second

year as the promoter of the Plac-
erville Short Track Outlaw Show-
down presented by Riebes Auto
Parts. 

The event, now in its second
year at California's Placerville
Speedway, was the brain child of
Sweet who grew up in nearby
Grass Valley. For year two, Sweet
is adding some star power and a
new division. 

"We've got Kyle Larson coming,
which he grew up racing at Plac-

erville and everybody obviously
knows the success he has had,"
Sweet said of the NASCAR star. "It
seems like just yesterday he was
racing at Placerville with the King of
the West Series or the local 360 se-
ries. Now he is in the NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series. It will be neat to
have him come back and race in
front of the hometown crowd. He's
going to race a midget and a sprint
car. 

"We're excited about adding the
USAC Western Midgets this year.
It's going to be a great show. There
are so many talented drivers on
both sides." 

In addition to the USAC midgets
and Larson, NASCAR truck series
driver and three-time Outlaws win-
ner, Rico Abreu, will join the field as
the feature lap count bumps up to
40 laps and the purse becomes
$10,000-to-win. 

The challenge of promoting was

one Sweet said he never really had
much interest in. But the challenge
of bringing the Outlaws to the track
he grew up at swayed him to give it
a chance. 

So Sweet made the event hap-
pen last year - it was the first time
since 1992 that the Outlaws had
been at the track. 

The 30-year-old driver who has
been the class of the 2016 season
so far, racking up three wins and
sitting atop the championship
points chase after eight events,
said he did not realize how much
went into putting on one night of
racing. The learning curve was im-
mense but he enjoyed it he said.
Enhancing the experience for
Sweet was the opportunity to do it
with his family and friends, includ-
ing fiancé Rachel Jacobs. 

"It's a lot of learning so you don't
know what to expect," Sweet said.
"There were a lot of things I want to
improve on. I want the fan experi-
ence to be that much better. I want
the show to be a little bit better. I
want the race track to be a little bit
better. That's just me. I'm kind of a
perfectionist - I really enjoy putting

on events and shows for people.
I've always done it from inside the
race car and now I get to do it from
outside the racecar." 

On race day, when the focus
shifts from being a promoter to a
racer, Sweet said he plans on hav-
ing everything taken care right to
the minute so that when he gets in
his No. 49 car, he is not worried
about the event happening the way
he wants. 

Tickets for Brad Sweet presents
the Placerville Short Track Outlaw
Showdown presented by Riebes
Auto Parts at Placerville Speedway
on March 23 are available by call-
ing 844-DIRT-TIX (347-8849), or by
visiting WorldofOutlaws.com/Tick-
ets.

Rain Cancels Night
One of the World of

Outlaws at
Thunderbowl Raceway

TULARE, CA - Night one of the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series at Thunderbowl Race-
way has been cancelled due to in-
clement weather.
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CONCORD, NC -
As the World of Out-
laws Craftsman Late
Model Series makes it
way from of the south-
east to the Midwest
following the first five
races of the season,
the 2016 rookie class
continues to grow as
the series returns to
action at the Illini 100
at Farmer City (Ill.)

Raceway on April 1 and 2. 
Joey Coulter and Paul Wilmoth

Jr. were already gearing up for the
season-long battle prior to the start
of the season, with Billy Moyer Jr.
also considering the possibility of
competing for the title. Now, after
the first five races of the season,
the rookie class has begun to take
shape with Moyer and Moyer Vic-
tory Chassis teammate, Dennis
“Rambo” Franklin, officially joining
the fight. 

Leading the pack to start the
season is Franklin driving the M-W
Transport/Nicholas Plumbing Long-
horn Chassis No. 2F. Franklin de-
cided to make his run for the rookie
title official following the opening
weekend at Screven Motor Speed-
way in Sylvania, Ga. 

Making all five features and sit-
ting 11th in the standings, Franklin
started the season off strong on
opening weekend at Screven, cap-
turing an eighth place finish on the
first night then an 11th the following
night. 

The Gaffney, S.C. -resident did
not fare as well when the series
moved further south to Volusia
Speedway Park. Franklin captured
his best finish of the 45th Annual
DIRTcar Nationals on opening night
when he finished 19th. 

Piloting the Crop Produc-
tion/Moyer Victory Chassis No.
21JR, Moyer currently sits second
in the Rookie of the Year standings
and 15th in the championship
standings. Moyer has made four of
the five features with his best finish
being two sixth place finishes, one
on the second night at Screven and
the other on the second night at Vo-
lusia. 

Moyer, son of Hall of Fame
driver Billy Moyer Sr., also captured
a fast time award at Screven and a
win in DIRTcar Late Models action
at Volusia. 

Moyer made his decision to run
the full season with the World of
Outlaws and compete for the 2016
Rookie of the Year title by posting

on social media last week, thanking
his sponsors for the opportunity. 

Joey Coulter, who has made his
way to dirt racing from the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series and Xfinity Series, sits just
behind Moyer in the 17th pointʼs
position after making three of the
five features. 

The transition to dirt has chal-
lenged the Mooresville, N.C.-resi-
dent, as Coulter has scored one
fast time award (at Screven) with
zero top fiveʼs and top 10ʼs so far. 

Coulter, driving the Tempest Cy-
cles/Simpson Racing Products
Rocket Chassis No. 2 started the
season off strong, finishing 12th
and 19th respectively on the two
nights at Screven before missing
the first two nights at Volusia, then
finishing 28th on the final night.

Currently fourth in the Rookie of
the Year standings and 19th in the
championship standings, Wilmoth
admittedly has struggled to start
the season. 

The Clarksburg, W.Va. -native
has experienced an abundance of
success in his home
state and surrounding
areas, as he is an
eight-time track
champion and owns
over 200 career fea-
ture wins. 

The move to the
World of Outlaws in
2016 has come with
growing pains for the

45-year-old driver. Wilmoth started
the season strong, making the sea-
son opening feature at Screven
and finishing sixth in his Ap-
palachian Minerals//Bloomquist
Chassis No. B1. 

Following the opener, Wilmoth
missed the next four features, drop-
ping him in both the rookie and
championship standings. 

With only a few weeks remain-
ing until the series returns to action,
Franklin, Moyer, Coulter and
Wilmoth look to progress their sea-
son-long battle from the southeast
to the Midwest as each driver eyes
the 2016 Rookie of the Year title. 

The World of Outlaws Crafts-
man® Late Model Series returns to
action at Farmer City (Ill.) Raceway
for the prestigious Douglas Dodge
Ram Trucks Illini 100. Practice will
begin March 31 with feature racing
kicking off on April 1 and 2. 

Great seats are still available for
the Douglas Dodge Ram Trucks
Illini 100 by calling 844-DIRT-TIX
(347-8849), or by visiting Worldo-
fOutlaws.com/Tickets.
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WAYCROSS, GA -
The Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series will
resume competition
next week with a trip
to Ohio and Indiana.
The series will con-
verge on Atomic
Speedway in Chilli-
cothe, OH on Friday,
March 18th before
heading to Brown-
stown Speedway in

Brownstown, IN on Saturday,

March 19th.
A strong contingent of local and

regional standouts are expected to
battle the elite drivers of the Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series in the
2nd Annual Buckeye Spring 50. In
2015, Jonathan Davenport led
every lap of a fast and furious
Buckeye Spring 50 to claim the vic-
tory over Josh Richards, Mason
Zeigler, Chris Brown, and Jimmy
Owens. The Friday, March 18th
event at Atomic Speedway will fea-
ture a complete program of: Miller

Welders Time Trials, Heat Races,
B-Mains, and a 50-lap, $10,000-to-
win main event. The Open Wheel
Modifieds will compete for $1,500-
to-win. For tickets  visit: www.atom-
icspeedway.net. 

Brownstown Speedway will host
the 19th Annual Indiana Icebreaker
on Saturday, March 19th. The
event will include a complete pro-
gram of: Miller Welders Time Trials,
Heat Races, and B-Mains - high-
lighted by a 60-lap, $12,000-to-win,
$1,000-to-start main event.

In 2015, Earl Pearson Jr.
claimed his third Indiana Ice-
breaker triumph over Scott
Bloomquist, Devin Moran, Jimmy
Owens, and Don O'Neal. The ILMS
Pro Late Models and UMP Open

Wheel Modifieds will both compete
for $1,000-to-win on Saturday,
March 19th.

To purchase advanced tickets or
find more information, visit:
www.brownstownspeedway.com. 

Defending champion, Jonathan
Davenport of Blairsville, Georgia
leads the 2015 Rookie of the Year,
Brandon Sheppard in the current
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
standings. Tim McCreadie is third,
followed by two-time champion,
Scott Bloomquist. Jared Landers
completes the top five in series
standings. Sixth through eleventh
are: Darrell Lanigan, Dennis Erb
Jr., Eddie Carrier Jr., Don O'Neal,
Jimmy Owens, Steve Francis, and
Earl Pearson Jr.
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PENSACOLA, FL
- The 40th Annual Rat-
tler 250, the season
opener for the South-
ern Super Series pre-
sented by Sunoco, is
garnering some of the
biggest names in
Super Late Model rac-
ing both young and
old. One of the young
drivers throwing his
name into the ring for
the 250-lap battle at
South Alabama

Speedway on March 20 is 17-year-
old Dalton Sargeant.

Sargeant, of Boca Raton,
Florida, will make his way to the
Rattler paired with a fresh team
being led by former Kyle Busch
Motorsports Late Model Manager
Bond Suss.  The Rattler will be just
the second event for Sargeant and
the Bond Suss Racing team since
coming together in the off-season,
but he is already feeling confident
following a smooth outing at the
Winter Showdown in Bakersfield,
California on February 28. 

"It's a great group of guys,"
Sargeant said.  "It's a pretty new
team but everyone has worked
great together so far and only one
race under our belts out in Califor-
nia at Kern County.  It wasn't the
best, but it was a great start to the
season and a good way to kick
things off with a solid top-10 finish."

Sargeant looked at his first start
with the team as an excellent op-
portunity to gel with the team and
prepare for other big events such
as the Rattler 250.

"It was a start of the chemistry
for myself and everybody on the
team working with each other and

also getting used to each other," he
said.  "Bond Suss himself, he has
such a great background and
knowledge.  For me to be able to
work with him is really going to
teach me a lot and I'm really look-
ing for to all the Super Late Model
events coming up for us this year
including The Rattler."

The Suss team is now in the
midst of a reset for the remainder
of 2016.  The squad is preparing a
fresh ride, which Sargeant is ea-
gerly waiting to debut at the Rattler
250 in one week.

"Right now we are building a
brand new car which is going to be
our primary car for the entire sea-
son.  We'll have that done for The
Rattler," said Sargeant.  "I'm look-
ing forward to going there, shaking
the thing down, getting it on track,
building experience and continuing
to learn."

It will be the second appearance
for Sargeant at the Rattler 250 after
making his race debut in 2015.  He
is very keen to the race's pedigree
for attracting big names throughout
the years, especially drivers who
worked their way up to the highest
levels NASCAR in just the past few
seasons.  This year he hopes to be
the one joining the elite list of pre-
vious winners.

"It would be huge to win The
Rattler," Sargeant said.  "Look at
the names who have won in the
past.  Christopher Bell won it last
year, actually working with Bond
Suss.  I have high expectations for
myself going into it, a little bit of
pressure.  The race itself is so big.
Last year you also had Chase El-
liott and Erik Jones driving in it.  I
think it's just such a big deal and a
lot of talent competing at the front.

Everybody's eyes are on that race
so it would be a big achievement."

More eyes than ever before will
be on the Rattler 250 this year with
the race being available via a live
online video broadcast on
Speed51.com.  If Sargeant is to
wind up meeting the Alabama rat-
tlesnake in victory lane, he'll be the
first driver to do so in front of a
worldwide audience. That's some-
thing he said he'd be perfectly fine
with given the right circumstances.

"I'd feel really good meeting the

rattlesnake, as long as it is in vic-
tory lane."

More information about the 40th
annual Rattler 250 including ticket
information can be found by visiting
www.southalabamaspeedway.com.

The 40th Rattler 250 will be just
the tip of a packed 12-race sched-
ule that makes up the 2016 season
for the Southern Super Series pre-
sented by Sunoco. For more infor-
mation on the Southern Super
Series, visit www.southernsuper-
series.com.
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KING, NC - The
season opener for the
Southern Modified
Race Tour has been
moved to Tri-County
Motor Speedway in
Hudson, NC. The April
1st event marks the
first of two trips to the
great little track nes-
tled in the foothills of
western North Car-
olina. The series will
return to the track on

June 3rd as well. Support races for
the TCMS event in April will include
the area Street Stock and Rene-
gade divisions along with the East
Coast Flathead Ford Racing Asso-
ciation. Race time is 8:00 PM.

The move to Tri-County Motor
Speedway happened due to some
health issues of Carteret County
Speedway owner, Bobby Watson.
Bobby was diagnosed with cancer
last fall and has been undergoing
treatments that have kept him from
devoting the time needed to pre-
pare his track for such a big-ticket
event to start his season. “He told
me today that he has one more

chemo treatment that will be fol-
lowed by radiation treatments. He
is very upbeat and his prognosis is
favorable and we will return to CCS
for our regular event on October
29th”, said SMRT Series Director,
Randy Myers. “We all wish Bobby
a speedy recovery and are looking
forward to returning to his great
track this Fall”, Myers said.

In addition to announcing the se-
ries move to TCMS for the April 1st
event and the June 3rd race, SMRT
has filled in the blank for the other
April date on the tentative sched-
ule. We will be going to another
great track with a Modified history.
Franklin County Speedway in Call-
away, VA will welcome the “thun-
der” of the SMRT Modifieds on
Sunday afternoon, April 24th.
Moonshine Capital Promotions
headed by Langley Austin has
moved his feature events to Sun-
day afternoon racing and we will fall
right in line with his 2016 program.
The East Coast Flatheads and the
tracks U-Cars will compete with the
Modifieds. Donʼt miss this great
Sunday afternoon event. Race time
is 3:00 PM.
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PEORIA, AZ -
Claiming his second
win in as many races
with the Carlyle Tools
ASCS Southwest Re-
gion in 2016, Wash-
ington's Logan Forler
held off hard charging
Dusty Zomer at the
Canyon Speedway
Park in Peoria, Ariz.

Topping a roster of
24 drivers at Canyon

Speedway Park, Forler led flag-to-
flag in the Steve Forler Trucking
No. 2L for his seventh career win
with the Carlyle Tools ASCS South-
west Region. Coming from 11th to
second, Zomer, in the Buffalo Wild
Wings No. 82, was joined by Ari-
zona's J.T. Imperial on the podium
who fought his way up from sev-
enth.

Clawing from 16th, New Mex-
ico's Wes Wofford was the night's
SpeedMart, Inc. Hard Charger with
a fourth place run. Bolting wings on
his normally wingless No. 51 ma-
chine, Arizona's R.J. Johnson com-
pleted the top five from 13th.

After having trouble on the start,
Rick Ziehl rebounded to sixth with
Lance Norick from 19th to seventh.
Ryan Linder finished eighth with
Bob Ream, Jr. ninth. Jesse Baker
from 18th completed the top-ten.

The night's four non-transfer
drivers in the B-Feature each got a
$25 bonus thanks to Beaver
Stripes.

Up next for the Carlyle Tools
ASCS Southwest Region is the Ari-
zona Speedway in Queen Creek,
Ariz. on Saturday, March 19. This is
the season's first trip to the Arizona
Speedway. More information can
be found at http://arizonaspeed-
way.net. 

ASCS Gulf South at
GTRP and

Battleground
Rained Out

BEAUMONT, TX - The rains
have arrived, and with it the chance
of racing washed away for the Grif-
fith Truck and Equipment ASCS
Gulf South Region presented by
Southern Trailer Works at the
Golden Triangle Raceway Park in
Beaumont, Texas and Battleground
Speedway in Highlands, Texas.

According to ASCS Gulf South
Director, Keith Johnson, flooding
conditions have already gripped

the area and with more rain in the
forecast, track officials at both facil-
ities have had to cancel this week-
end's double header.

The races will not be resched-
uled.

The next weekend of action for
the Griffith Truck and Equipment
ASCS Gulf South Region pre-
sented by Southern Trailer Works
is Friday, March 25 at the Cotton
Bowl Speedway and Saturday,
March 26 at the Bronco Raceway
Park. Both nights are co-sanc-
tioned with the Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network.

Fans can follow along with the
ASCS Gulf South Region on Face-
book for updates throughout race
nights and during the week. The
ASCS Gulf South Region is pow-
ered by: Griffith Truck and Equip-
ment, Southern Trailer Works,
Momentum Suspension Systems,
All Star Auto Reconditioning, LLC,
Waco Metals, Lawrence Towing,
Carl and J.J. Brown (In Memory of
Jim Brown), Armstrong/Pate Rac-
ing, Team Lucas, Smiley's Racing
Products, Hoosier, Tire, Brodix, and
Racediecast.com.

The 2016 season is the 15th
year of racing for the ASCS Gulf
South Region.

For continued updates on the
Griffith Truck and Equipment ASCS
Gulf South Region presented by
Southern Trailer Works, log onto

http:/www.ascsracing.com.

Lucas Oil ASCS
Opener at Creek

County Speedway
Rained Out

TULSA, OK - Following a full
day of rain on Tuesday that has
saturated the grounds of the Creek
Count Speedway, along with a
worsening forecast for the week-
end andalmost no sun to help dry
things out, the Sooner State Show-
down scheduled for March 11-12,
2016 has been called off.

"It was looking better, but the
forecast just keeps getting worse
and with the rain we've already
had, it would be a mess. We hate
to cancel the race, but with current

conditions and some of the drivers
coming from as far as Arizona and
Montana to race this weekend, we
didn't want to get all these teams to
get here just to watch it rain," said
ASCS National Director, Matt
Ward.

At this time, there is no talk of a
make-up date. Any pre-purchased
tickets from the ASCS website will
be refunded. 

The Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network will
look to get things rolling on their
25th season on Thursday, March
17 at the series debut at the Heart
O' Texas Speedway in Waco,
Texas. More information on the
Waco oval can be found online at
www.heartotexspeedway.com.
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Logan Fowler claimed his second win in two races with the Lucas
Oil American Sprint Car Series Southwest Region. (ASCS photo)



CHILLICOTHE,
OH - 2016 will prove
to be an historical sea-
son for Tony Stewartʼs
Arctic Cat All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions.
Not only will race fans
have the opportunity
to chase the regionʼs
finest sprint car drivers
across much of the

Midwest and northeast, visiting
venues in seven different states
over the course of the next seven
months, but they will also have the
opportunity to witness a record
breaking, season-ending program
at Atomic Speedway in Chillicothe,
Ohio. The Arctic Cat All Star cham-
pionship finale, set for Friday and
Saturday, October 21-22, will fea-
ture one of the largest, single event
purses in the history of the Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions;
boasting a $20,000-to-win/$1,000-
to-start guaranteed payout. 

“Weʼve got the whole 2016 sea-
son in front of us, but we canʼt wait
for the $20,000 win finale at Atomic
in October”, said Tony Stewart,
owner of the Arctic Cat All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions.  “In a perfect
world, weʼll have two or three
teams and drivers battling for the
championship that weekend.  Brad
and his team do a tremendous job
at Atomic; what a great event to
end the season. I hope this sets the

stage for many years to come.”
The two-day spectacle will ignite

on Friday evening, October 21, with
a full schedule of preliminary com-
petition. The Arctic Cat All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions will participate in
warm-up sessions, qualifying time
trials and heat races, all set to help
determine Saturday nightʼs A-main
starting line-up. Also on tap Friday
night will be the inaugural Race of
Champions; a showcase featuring
a potential field of local, regional
and national 410 sprint car track
champions and touring champions.
The Race of Champions will fea-
ture a sixteen-car field, determined
by qualifying efforts on Friday night.
More information regarding the
Race of Champions format will be
released later in the year. 

The Arctic Cat All Star season fi-
nale at Atomic Speedway will con-
tinue on Saturday evening, October
22, with a full lineup of expected
mains, including the final Arctic Cat
All Star Circuit of Champions A-
main of the 2016 season. The high-
dollar A-main purse equals an
impressive $66,000; awarding
$1,000-to-start, $1,600 for tenth,
$2,300 for fifth, $10,000 for second,
and $20,000-to-win. The Saturday
evening program will conclude with
the crowning of the 2016 Series
Champion. 

“I would like to thank Tony Stew-
art and the entire Arctic Cat All Star

staff for supporting our efforts at
Atomic Speedway” said Brad Mc-
Cown, promoter of Atomic Speed-
way, “It is special to have the Arctic
Cat All Stars ignite their point sea-
son at Atomic Speedway, as well
as end it. We were fortunate
enough to make all of this happen.
As a promoter, it is my job to deliver
the best entertainment possible for
my fans. The Arctic Cat All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions are certainly at
the top of that list. ”

Additional news and updates re-
garding the 2016 Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions season finale
will be posted regularly at the offi-
cial online home of Atomic Speed-
way; www.atomicspeedway.net. 

Those seeking additional infor-
mation regarding the Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions should
visit their official online home at
www.allstarsprint.com. Series up-
dates and breaking news will be
posted regularly on the official Twit-
ter account of the Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions: https://twit-
ter.com/ASCoC. Find full text re-
sults from each and every event
here: www.allstarsprint.com/sched-
ule/.

Arctic Cat All Stars
Announce Schedule
Changes to the 2016

Season
INDIANAPOLIS, IN - The Arctic

Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
announced today that three events
on the 2016 schedule have been
cancelled.  Events on May 28, June
25 and September 17 at Fremont
Speedway in Fremont, Ohio, have
all been canceled.

Wayne County Speedway in Or-
rville, Ohio, will move their June 4
Arctic Cat All Star event to Satur-
day, May 28, with a rain date of
May 29.  

Eldora Speedway will move their
Thursday, June 23, Ohio Sprint
Speedweek program to Saturday,
June 25, with a rain date of Sun-
day, June 26.  This show will be the
$10,000-to-win finale event of
Speedweek.  Thursday, June 23,
will become a rain date, if needed,
for any of the first six Speedweek
events beginning on June 17th.

The weekend of September 16-
17 will become an open weekend
for the All Star Series for the poten-
tial rescheduling of weather post-
poned events throughout the year.

“Iʼm certainly disappointed in the
schedule changes; weʼve worked
hard over the past 15 months to try
to bring unification to 410 sprint car
racing under the All Star umbrella”,
said Tony Stewart, owner of the All
Star Circuit of Champions.

“Rob (Hunter) and Shane
(Helms) were willing to work with us
last year to bring their group back
to the All Stars and weʼve had great
support from a large majority of
tracks.  Unfortunately, we werenʼt
able to unite with Fremont Speed-
way on common goals for the Se-
ries and 410 sprint car racing.   We
look forward to building the All Star
Series in 2016 and in years to
come with the support from our
tracks, teams and most importantly
the fans that support all of our
events.”

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions begin their points sea-
son on Saturday, April 2, at Atomic
Speedway in Chillicothe, Ohio.
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GAFFNEY, SC -
The Southern All Star
Dirt Racing Series re-
turned to Lennie Buffʼs
Cherokee Speedway
Sunday afternoon for
March Madness XIV
and local favorite and
two time Southern All
Star Champion Chris
Madden scored the
win in impressive

manner as he led all 60 laps before
a packed grandstands.

Casey Roberts, who grabbed a
Southern All Star win last weekend
at Cochran Motor Speedway
started on the pole with Madden

outside and coming off turn two at
the drop of the green Madden
pulled ahead of Roberts then set
his own pace, keeping Roberts be-
hind him the entire race only to
have to hold several challenges by
Roberts when they were in lapped
traffic, but Madden would be able
to get away from Roberts to get his
48th career win. 

Roberts came home in second
spot with Chris Ferguson charged
late in the race from his 6th starting
spot, fourth place to Brandon Over-
ton an fifth to Ross Bailes.

Finishing in the sixth spot was
Dustin Mitchell, seventh to Johnny
Pursely Jr, eighth place Kenny

Collins ninth Brett Hamm and tenth
to Jim Rasey.

The next event for the Southern
All Stars will be on Saturday night
April 23rd at the Smoky Mt Speed-

way in Maryville, TN., the Annual
Rockin with the Stars $5,000 to win
event, more information concerning
this big event will be coming out
later.
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48th Career Southern
All Star Victory at

March Madness XIV 

Chris Madden celebrates in victory lane after his win at March
Madness XIV at Cherokee Speedway. (SAS photo)



GASTONIA, NC -
Once again, the
weather was perfect.
Once again, the race
track and facility were
perfect. For the first
time, Ross Bailes
takes the Skyler Trull
Memorial Race at the
Carolina Speedway in
Gastonia, NC.

The winner of one past Shrine
100 race at Carolina Speedway,
one of the Carolina's most coveted
events, Ross Bailes was all smiles
and had so many people to thank
from victory lane in his fifth Carolina
Clash feature win. 

Bailes, of Clover, South Car-
olina, was able to power to the lead
in the final three laps and over-
come a white-flag caution flag
restart to lead the final lap of the
event, a race that he has wanted to
always win.

"There are so many people that
I need to thank," said Bailes with an
apparent quiver in his voice caused
by the elation of this once elusive
win. "I hope I didn't leave anyone
out, but the one that has stood by
me through all of this is this man
(Ronnie McCarter), who has been
with me forever!"

The #87 Longhorn racer is
owned by Ronnie McCarter, a
Clover-area businessman, who has
helped Bailes field late model race-
cars since the mid-2000s. Bailes
Construction and FK Rod Ends
also supports Bailes on his team.

However, one of the most signif-
icant out-takes of this victory was a
strong showing by American Racer
racing tires, which were mounted
on Bailes car. Scott McAdoo of
American Race Tire was equally as
excited in victory lane to celebrate
the return of American Racer to
Carolina Clash victory lane.

26 cars signed up for the event,
with the top 8 qualifiers locked into
the feature. Two heat races were
run and the top 6 finishers ad-
vanced into the race. Anthony
Sanders and Kevin Wilson each
used a point provisional from 2015
points to start 21st and 22nd. The
Carolina Clash reduced its starting
field to 22 cars, down from 24 in
years past.

The Carolina Clash would like to
thank all who attended this first
race of the season and give praises

to the Skyler Trull race committee
and Mr. Lowry Trull and family for
this great event to begin the sea-
son for the Clash since 2009. Also,
the Carolina Clash would like to ex-
tend thanks to the management
and staff of Carolina Speedway in
Gastonia, NC for hosting this event
annually. Prior to the race, each of
the 22 starters were gathered on
the frontstretch as the Skyler Trull
ceremony began. Trull addressed
the drivers and the crowd. After
driver introductions, Doug Sanders
made his parade lap and the event
began.

Chris Ferguson started from the
Heintz Performance pole position
from his fastest qualifying time of
14.910. Fergy led the first 22 laps
of the race until a problem with a
control arm on the right front side-
lined him for the event just past
halfway. Third-place starter G.R.
Smith of Cornelius, NC made his
return to Carolina Clash action with
a fast start from the second row.
Smith and Bailes battled among the
top five for the first half of the race,
with both drivers making hard side
contact as they raced in turn three.
The damage was more visible on
Smith's car, but was able to con-
tinue.

Ross Bailes started fifth and
moved up to second on lap 12
when a caution came out. They
both drove their cars hard into three
and both were fast on exit and
made hard contact. It surely made

for an exciting moment for the mas-
sive crowd of fans.

The race began with an opening
lap caution that began developing
in turn two when front-row starter
Brett Hamm of Newberry, SC
drifted high on exit and ran up into
the back of Ferguson's car. That
caused a back-up among the cars
behind them and created a jockey-
ing of competitors to avoid crash-
ing. As the field came through turn
four, Johnny Pursley made contact
with Ben Watkins and the result
was catastrophe for the defending
series champion. Watkins sus-
tained severe damage to the left
front of his Cartersville Country,
Sandwood Enterprises #16. He
and first time entrant Bryan Mullis
and Anthony Sanders were re-
signed from the event on lap 1.
Pursley was able to continue after
a pit stop forced him to restart in
the rear.

Other competitors from the
Skyler Trull included Michael
Rouse from Rocky Mount, NC. In
his first ever Carolina Clash Skyler
Trull appearance, he managed to
avoid the mishaps and place a re-
spectable 9th finish, one behind the
Hard Charger of the Race - Dob-
son, NC Chase McCormick. Chase
started the race from 18th advanc-
ing 10 spots.

Five time series champion Ricky
Weeks and three-time champion
Dennis Franklin have a combined
75 Carolina Clash victories among
themselves. Weeks started 12th
and raced his way to
a top 5 finish.
Franklin scored a win
in the American
Racer Heat Race #1.
Franklin worked
throughout the event

to improve his car and they were in
the top three at the drop of the
white flag. Franklin and Brett
Hamm were in a fierce battle for
third as they approached the white
flag. They would tangle with both
cars spinning to the inside of turn
one. They finished 11th and 12th
officially.

Race officials were forced to
throw a red flag on the field, which
occurred on lap 39, setting up a
one lap shootout for the win. Bailes
got a great start off turn four, which
shuffled the field on the final lap.

Dennis Franklin and Dean
Bowen captured checkered flags in
the American Racer and Hoosier
Race Tire Heat Races, which set
the field after the top-eight quali-
fiers were locked in to the feature.
Dean Bowen, the 2010 winner of
the Skyler Trull, made his return to
Clash competition at the track
where he collected his first career
win six years ago.

Kenny Collins and Donald Brad-
sher of Burlington, NC scored top
10 finishes. Each driver has hopes
to run most of the Carolina Clash
season, along with returning Lan-
caster, SC driver Josh Langley,
who scored 13th after pitting on lap
33 while running 8th. Other drivers
to enter the event to have mechan-
ical problems were Doug Sanders,
Ferguson, Kevin Wilson, Brock
Morris of Charleston, West Virginia,
Jonathan Edwards, and Ken
Rominger, Jr. Four other cars did
not transfer into the feature.
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Carolina Clash Checkers in

16th Annual Skyler Trull
Memorial Race

Ross Bailes celebrates in Carolina Speedwayʼs victory lane after winning the Skyler Trull Memorial
Race. (Carolina Clash photo)



South Boston
Speedway

S O U T H
BOSTON, VA - Matt
Bowling had a big day
in Saturdayʼs season-
opening Danville Toy-
ota NASCAR Whelen
Late Model Twin 100ʼs
racing program – a
very big day.

The defending
South Boston Speed-
way NASCAR Whelen
All American Series
Late Model Stock Car
Division champion
swept both of the dayʼs
100-lap NASCAR

Whelen All American Series Late
Model Stock Car Division races on
a day that saw 31 cars take the
green flag for the opening race, the
largest field of cars for an opening-
day race in several years.

Bowling survived a dramatic
three-wide battle with South
Boston, Virginia resident Austin
Thaxton and C.E. Falk of Virginia
Beach, Virginia to claim the first
race after being in third place in the
running order with seven laps to
go.

Bobby McCarty of Summerfield,
North Carolina finished second, a
scant .635-second behind Bowling,
with Thaxton finishing third, Danny
Willis Jr. of Cluster Springs, Virginia
finishing fourth and Peyton Sellers
of Danville, Virginia rounding out
the top five finishers.

In the nightcap, Bowling started
sixth after a drawing for an inverted
start and drove through the field to
challenge Thaxton after the
halfway point of the race. Twice
Bowling appeared to have a run on
Thaxton for the lead only to have
his effort thwarted by lapped traffic.

Lapped traffic ultimately was
Bowlingʼs friend as he was able to
use the car driven by Charles
Barnes as a pick to help him get by
Thaxton on lap 93. Defending na-
tional champion Lee Pulliam of
Alton, Virginia, who started 18th in
the second race after having fin-
ished 18th in the first race as the
result of a late-race tangle with
Falk, also took advantage of the
slower car to slip past Thaxton and
took over second place.

Pulliam attempted to run down
Bowling at the end, but came up
short, finishing .685-second behind
Bowling. Thaxton finished third,
Josh Oakley of Rougemont, North
Carolina finished fourth and Sellers
finished fifth.

Throckmorton Wins Limited
Sportsman race: Joey Throckmor-
ton of South Boston, Virginia got

his 2016 season off to a good start
by winning the 50-lap NASCAR
Limited Sportsman Division race.

Throckmorton won the pole, lost
the lead briefly to Calvin Meadows
of Martinsville, Virginia, but re-
gained the lead from Meadows on
the 20th circuit and held the top
spot the rest of the way.

Mason Diaz finished second,
just over a second behind Throck-
morton, with David Latour, Jr. of Ad-
vance, North Carolina, Tommy
Peregoy of Clarksville, Virginia and
Daniel Moss of Danville, Virginia
completing the top five finishers.

Layne Takes Win In Budweiser
Pure Stock Division: Johnny Layne
of Nathalie, Virginia got a leg up on
the start of his season Saturday,
taking the win in the 30-lap race for
the Budweiser Pure Stock Division.

Layne led all but the opening lap
enroute to scoring his first victory of
the season. Bruce Mayo of Halifax,
Virginia took the runner-up spot,
with Scott Phillips of Halifax, Vir-
ginia, Tyler Conner of Scottsburg,
Virginia and Jimmy Wade of Hali-
fax, Virginia completing the top five
finishers.

Humblet Wins Modified Division
Opener: Former South Boston
Speedway Modified Division
Champion Jimmy Humblet of
Shiloh, North Carolina won the sea-
son-opening 50-lap Modified Divi-
sion race.

Humblet took the lead on lap 26
and drove to a 1.485-second win
over Robert Conner of Colonial
Heights, Virginia. Matt Slye of
Williamsburg, Virginia finished
third, with Robbie Babb of Chesa-
peake, Virginia and Chris Humblet
of Shiloh, North Carolina complet-
ing the top five finishers.

Kirstin Simmons Scores First
Career Win In Hornets Division: For
Kirstin Simmons of LaCrosse, Vir-
ginia, Saturdayʼs season-opening
race at South Boston Speedway
marked a milestone.

Simmons scored her first career
win in the Budweiser Hornets Divi-
sion, and did it in style, going flag-
to-flag for the victory.

Justin Dawson finished second,
with Kenny Mills, Jr. of Alton, Vir-
ginia finishing third. 

NASCAR racing returns to
South Boston Speedway Saturday
afternoon, March 19, with the
NASCAR Late Model 100 racing
program. A 100-lap race for the
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries Late Model Stock Car Division
highlights the seven-race program. 

The afternoonʼs seven-race card
includes twin 25-lap races for the
Limited Sportsman and Modified
Divisions, a 30-lap race for the

Budweiser Pure Stock Division and
a 15-lap race for the Budweiser
Hornets Division.

Registration opens at 9:30 a.m.,
pit gates open at 10 a.m. and prac-
tice runs from 11 a.m. until 12 noon.
Grandstand gates open at 12:30
p.m., qualifying starts at 1 p.m. and
the first race gets the green flag at
2 p.m. Adult admission is $10, with
youths ages 7-12 admitted for $5.
Kids ages six and under are admit-
ted free with a paid adult.

For additional information about
the NASCAR Late Model 100 rac-
ing program or any other events at
South Boston Speedway, please
visit the speedwayʼs website at
www.southbostonspeedway.com or
telephone the speedway at 434-
572-4947 or 1-877-440-1540.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - Though

it has been a while since he has
raced at Grandview Speedway,
past champion Brian Shuey is set
to return to racing action with the
NASCAR BRC Late Models and
will be shooting for the champi-
onship.

Shuey of Orefield, PA, winner of
15 features, will be driving for for-
mer racer Scott Lee who has pur-
chased a Masterbuilt Late Model.
Lee almost won the Late Model
driving title at the one-third-mile,
banked clay oval in 1986, losing
out to John Giesler in the final race
of the season. However Scott will
stay out of the driverʼs seat.

The combination of Shuey, a
three time title winner with the Late
Models, and Lee are confident that
they can give defending champion
Chuck Schutz a run for the money
during the 2016 season.

In addition to sponsorship from

his own Reading based Diamond
Billiard & Game Service Lee will
have support from Savage 61
Dodge of Reading, R&R Games
(Birdsboro), Buck Rubs Gentle-
menʼs Club (Reading), Birdsboro
NAPA Auto Parts, Out Of Our Mind
Art Studio (Macungie) and the old-
est operating drive-in movie in the
United States, Shankweilerʼs in Or-
field, PA.

“Brian will handle the driving
while I will handle the business
end,” said Lee. “We have some ex-
citing plans for our race team and
our supporters. It is going to be a
great season.”

In addition to Schutz, a seven
time Late Model champion, Shuey
will be going up against talents
such as Wayne Pfeil, Dave Ogin,
Dan Green, Joe “Geezer” Fanelli,
Bill Henning, and a host of others
when the season gets underway at
Grandview with a free-to-the public
practice session on Saturday,
March 26th at noon. All divisions of
competition at invited to participate
in the test-and-tune activities.

For the T.P.Trailers NASCAR
358 Modifieds, BRC Late Models
and Sportsman stock cars the bat-
tle for the lucrative championships
gets the green flag on Saturday,
April 2nd at 7 p.m.

On Saturday, March 19th at
noon the Outlaw Enduro racers will
see action with 150-lap main
events for both the Big Cars and
Small Cars plus a Ladies Race.
The Blast from the Past Vintage
Racers will also be in action. Rain
date is Sunday, March 20th follow-
ing the same schedule.

Racing continues through Sep-
tember for the NASCAR stock
cars. A full schedule of all events

(Continued on next page…)
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Defending South Boston Speedway champion Matt Bowling dou-
bled up Saturday by winning oth of the 100-lap races at the season
opener. (JAMES PRICE photo)



(Continued…)

can be found at
www.grandviewspeed-
way.com. For addi-
tional information
t e l e p h o n e
610.754.7688 or
check in on Facebook.
Season tickets, priced
at $350, are available
and can be purchased
on practice day.

G r a n d v i e w
Speedway, one of the
most successful
weekly short tracks in
the nation, is located
on Passmore Road, a

short distance off Route 100 in
Bechtelsville, PA, just 10 miles
north of Pottstown, PA.

Canyon Speedway Park
PEORIA, AZ - In Arizona Differ-

ential IMCA Modified action, Bubba
Stafford, Jr., made the most of his
front row outside starting position
by racing to victory lane ahead of
Joey Moriarty and NASCAR drop-
in Kenny Wallace, who made his
way to the show position after start-
ing tenth.

Chuck Thornton capitalized on
the pole starting position in IMCA
Hobby Stocks vs. Renegades pre-
sented by Scottsdale Muffler & Au-
tomotive action by taking the
checkered flag ahead of Jacob
Madrid and Jason Crowe.

In Dwarf Car action, Ed Schule
raced from 12th to post his second
CSP win in a row ahead of 10th-
starter Cory Brown and Robert
Atencino while Paul Martin rallied
from ninth to win the Micro Sprint
feature ahead of Kyle Huttenhow
and Ryan Walter.

Action continues at Canyon
Speedway Park with the Easter
Eggstravaganza on Saturday night,
March 26, featuring the USAC
Southwest non-wing Sprint Cars
along with Western Mod-Lites,
Micro Sprints and IMCA Sport Mod-
ifieds.

Rockford Speedway
With nearly 40 on-track events

slated for this season, Rockford
Speedway is once again one of the
Midwest's busiest short tracks.
Along with being a busy place in
2016, Rockford Speedway is proud
to boast a very diverse menu of
racing cars and series which will
visit the sixty-nine year old facility
this summer!

The menu begins with the
bread-and-butter of Rockford
Speedway, Saturday night racing,
which features the Stanley

Steemer NASCAR Late Models,
Bargain Hunter Sportsman, Miller
Lite American Short Trackers and
Kickstart Roadrunners competing
on Saturday nights throughout the
summer. The 69th NASCAR Sea-
son Opener takes the green flag on
Saturday night April 23 and con-
cludes with Whelen Engineering's
'Night of Champions' on Saturday
September 10. 

Added to the Saturday mix this
season include the Must See Rac-
ing Xtreme Sprint Cars, which are
part of the action on Saturday night
June 4. The wicked-fast asphalt
Sprints return for the third straight
year and are featured 'under the
lights' for the first time since 2011.
Joining the Sprints that evening will
be Sportsman and Short Trackers,
along with the first visit by the INEX
Legends cars in nearly three years. 

Saturday night June 11 brings
the return of the ARCA Midwest
Tour Super Late Models to Rock-
ford Speedway for another install-
ment of the mid-summer sprint
known at the 'Kar Korner All Star
100.' Last year, Seymour Wiscon-
sin's Ty Majeski captured the flag
on 'All Star Saturday Night' while
adding his name to an impressive
list of All Star 100 winners that in-
cludes Dick Trickle, Mark Martin,
Bobby Allison, Joe Shear and Erik
Jones. Along with 100 laps for the
Super Late Models, June 11 also
features a full program for the
NASCAR Late Models and Road-
runners. Non-sanctioned Super
Late Models will also be part of the
51st National Short Track Champi-
onships on both Saturday and Sun-
day October 1 and 2.

The 'Best Weekly Warriors in the
Country,' the Big 8 Late Model Se-
ries, open their twelfth season at
Rockford Speedway on Sunday
April 17 as part of Spring Classic
and will also make a stop at the

'high banks' as part of their 'cham-
pionship drive' during 'Short Track
Saturday Night' at the 51st National
Short Track Championships on
Saturday October 1. The Mid-
American Stock Car Series also
opens its season at Rockford
Speedway at Spring Classic on
April 17 while also taking part in
'Championship Sunday' at
#NSTC16 on Sunday October 2.

The STARS-Illini Midget Series
brings their unique brand of short
track excitement to Rockford
Speedway twice in 2016, Saturday
June 25 and Saturday July 16,
while the American Ethanol Super
Trucks make two stops at Rockford
Speedway this year; as part of
Spring Classic on Sunday April 17
and on 'Short Track Saturday Night'
October 1 during the 51st National
Short Track Championships. The

Great Northern Sportsman Series
and Midwest Dash Series also
make stops at Rockford Speedway
on Friday September 30, as part of
'Opening Night' of the 51st National
Short Track Championships. 

For a complete list of all the divi-
sions that are taking part in the
2016 Rockford Speedway racing
season, please visit: rockford-
speedway.com/schedule/.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

When Stafford Speedwayʼs SK
Modified® field takes the green flag
in its first race of the 2016 season
during the NAPA Spring Sizzler
weekend on April 23-24, drivers will
have 5 more laps than usual to duel
for the checkered flag.  Weekly SK
Modified® feature events are 40-
laps in length, due to this yearʼs
edition of the NAPA Spring Sizzler
being the 45th annual running of
“The Greatest Race in the History
of Spring,” the SK Modified® fea-
ture distance was changed to 45-

laps.
“The NAPA Spring Sizzler is our

signature event and we wanted to
do something special to commem-
orate 2016 being the 45th Annual
Sizzler,” said Stafford Speedway
COO/GM Mark Arute.  “We feel like
our SK Modified® division offers
some of the best racing you can
find at any short track in the coun-
try and with 5 extra laps, thereʼs
sure to be an added level of drama
and excitement to our premier divi-
sion racing in our premier event.”

Although some may think that 5
laps isnʼt enough to significantly af-
fect the outcome of the race, all it
takes is the right set of circum-
stances and the additional 5 laps
could drastically change the run-
ning order.  

The 45th Annual NAPA Auto
Parts Spring Sizzler gets underway
Friday, April 22 with a practice ses-
sion for Staffordʼs weekly divisions
and the Mr. Rooter Trucks.  The
practice session will be open to the
public at no charge.  Action contin-
ues on Saturday, April 23 with
Coors Light Pole Qualifying for the
Whelen Modified Tour cars, along
with heat and consolation races for
Staffordʼs weekly divisions, the
U.S. Legend Cars, and the Mr.
Rooter Trucks.  Saturday will wrap
up with feature events for the SK
Light, Limited Late Model, DARE
Stock, Legend Cars, and Mr.
Rooter Trucks.  Spring Sizzler ac-
tion continues on Sunday, April 24
with the NAPA Auto Parts Pit Party
from 11am-noon followed by
Staffordʼs SK Modifieds® in a spe-
cial 45-lap feature and Late Models
feature action.

Tickets for the “Greatest Race in
the History of Spring” are on sale
now at the Speedway Box Office.
Tickets are priced at $38.50 for
adult general admission tickets,
$5.00 for children ages 6-14, and
children ages 5 and under are ad-
mitted free of charge when accom-
panied by an adult. Reserved
seating will be priced at $42.00 for
all ages.  All ticket prices include
10% CT Admission Tax.  Discount
Tickets will be available at all 57
participating NAPA Auto Parts
stores beginning on Monday April
4th.  For a full list of the 57 loca-
tions throughout Connecticut, Mas-
sachusetts, Vermont, and Rhode
Island, call the speedway office or
visit us on the web at www.stafford-
motorspeedway.com/participating-
napa-auto-parts-stores. 

For more information on the
45th Annual NAPA Auto Parts
Spring Sizzler, or to order tickets,
contact the Stafford Motor Speed-
way track office at 860-684-2783.
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Bubba Stafford Jr. celebrates his Canyon Speedway Park victory
with his friends and family in victory lane. (CSP photo)


