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Brad Keselowski
gave Penske Racing
another victory last
Sunday at the Mar-
tinsville Speedway.

It also gave Hen-
drick Motor-
sports and Joe
Gibbs Racing
another loss.

While the
season is just
six races old,

curiosity slowly is turning
into concern for the two
most-successful teams in
the sport.

The two organizations combined
to win 40 of 72 races in the previ-
ous two seasons. A year ago, Hen-
drick and Gibbs already had two
wins each in the first six races, and
the four drivers at Gibbs won every
race in April.

This season, zero.
And with six of the eight drivers

ranked outside the top 10, includ-
ing Matt Kenseth way back in 22nd
and Dale Earnhardt Jr. in 25th, and
the fast starts by Penske and Chip
Ganassi Racing, some believe
there may be a shift in power in the
garage area.

At least one driver, Gibbʼs Kyle
Busch, thinks thatʼs a good thing.

“Yeah, we've had a lot of ups
and downs,” he said. “I think it's

probably a good thing, to be honest
with you. There needs to be more
parity in our sport. There needs to
be other teams that have the op-
portunity to get up there and run
well and win races. You see RCR

[Richard Childress Rac-
ing] has done that. You
see Ganassi has done
that. Those would be two
teams that probably
haven't won in the last
couple years.”

Defending series
champion Jimmie John-
son has been through
slumps before. He won

two of the first five races in 2016
and three of the last seven. In the
middle was a 25-race drought.

He laughs at any suggestion
Hendrick Motorsports in on the de-
cline.

“I think the overreaction on ei-
ther side is very amusing,” he said.
“I mean, I think our history shows
that we can rebound quickly and
we have unfortunately had slow
summers through our existence.
There are a few dynamics there
that are pretty darn predictable
even though we try to change
them, especially that summer
slump.

“I am so fortunate in my career
has shifted in a way to where there
are high expectations that come

with it. I will gladly take that than a
lot of shoes that other drivers are
sitting in.”

Busch isnʼt too worried, either,
but he admitted his patience level
is waning.

“Zero. Every week it's zero ʻtill I
win,” he said. Then it will be 10.”

Gibbs and Hendrick both have
the resources and championship-
level drivers to find quick solutions.
Thatʼs why Busch is riding out the
mini-slump.

“Our time is coming. We know
that,” he said. “We'll turn our pro-
gram around. We'll get it up to
speed to where we need to. I think
we're playing a little bit of catch�up
right now, to be honest with you.”

Denny Hamlin isnʼt so sure the
problems will be short-lived at JGR.
In fact, he thinks if the struggles
continue for another couple races,
it may signal more serious issues.

“I think that really eight races in
is when you can really look at the
bigger picture and kind of figure out
where you're at,” he said. “I think I
know where we are at this point
and the things that we need to work
on, and by no means are we at the
top. We as a company have a good
idea of where we're at, but I don't
think people from the outside look-
ing can really make a judgment
until probably eight to nine races."

Maybe thatʼs when curiosity and
concern turns into panic.
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Parity; Good for the
Sport

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015
have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt 9-10
Monster Energy Cup 4 World of Outlaws 10-13
NCWTS 5 ASCS 14
NASCAR Touring 7 OnTrack 15-16
P.A.S.S. 7 ShorTrack 17-19
CARS Tour 8

ON THE COVER:
MENCS -SEAN GARDNER/GETTY IMAGES

NCWTS - RONDA GREER

Welcome 2017 Race Fans!

Race winner Brad Keselowski gets a congratulatory hug from his
car owner Roger Penske. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPY photo)



It was a phone call
that I never wanted to
answer. Early last
Sunday morning, a
friend of mine called
me to say that Sam
Ard had died. There
was a silence on the
phone be-
fore I
could re-
s p o n d .
E v e n
though I
knew that
Sam had

been in failing health
for many years, I was
stunned to hear the
news of his passing.

Sam Ard was a leg-
end. His career in the NASCAR
ranks was a short one, but one
filled with many victories. In his
three years competing in the
NASCAR Budweiser Late Model
Sportsman/Busch Series, Ard
made 92 starts, winning 22 races,
and earning 67 top-five and 79 top-
ten finishes. Think about those sta-
tistics for a moment. Ard won nearly
one of every four Busch (XFINITY)
races he ran (23.9%). He finished
in the top five a remarkable 67.4%,
and had a 85.9% top ten finish rate.
His average finish in his Bud-
weiser/Busch Late Model Sports-
man Series career was 5.5. And,
donʼt overlook the fact that Ard led
a quarter of the laps he raced in
those 92 events (4,035 of 16,055 =
25.1%). Amazing numbers to say
the least!

Ard was a terror on the short
tracks of the Southeast in the Late
Model Sportsman ranks prior to
NASCAR renaming the series the
Budweiser Late Model Sportsman
Series in 1982. The #00 Howard
Thomas-owned Thomas Brothers
Country Ham car was a threat to
win each and every time it rolled
through the pit gates. He piloted the
famous #00 to Busch (XFINITY)
Series titles in 1983 and 1984.

Sam Ard won ten races in 1983,
a record for a single-season until
Kyle Busch tied it in 2008. Busch
would go on to set the current
record of 13 wins in a season in
2013. Ardʼs mark of four consecu-
tive victories in the Busch Series in
1983 still stands, and his three con-
secutive poles is tied for second in
the Series record book.

Sunday, NASCAR released a
statement, “For many years, Sam
Ardʼs persona was that of a tough-
as-nails racer. No matter the track

or the competition, he battled to the
end. That fighterʼs mentality lasted
throughout his life, and far beyond
the confines of a race car. Sam bat-
tled on and off the track with the
same ferocity that earned him two
championships in what is today the
NASCAR XFINITY Series as well

as countless victories in
the Late Model Sports-
man Series.”

Ardʼs racing ca-
reer was cut short after
an accident in the
NASCAR Busch Series
race at North Carolina
Speedway (Rocking-
ham, NC) during the
next-to-last race of the
1984 season. Although
not competing in the

Series finale, Ard had accumulated
enough points to earn his second
title. However, the severe head
trauma Ard suffered in that crash
would lead to his retirement as an
active driver.    

After his driving career ended,
Ard remainded active in the
NASCAR Busch Series for six
years as a car owner. He scored
two wins with Jimmy Hensley driv-
ing and one with Jeff Burton at the
wheel. The Burton victory was his
first career Busch Series victory.
Ironically, all three of those wins
came at Martinsville Speedway,
site of the NASCAR Camping
World Truck and Monster Energy
Cup Series races last weekend.

Two-time Busch (XFINITY) Se-
ries and 2014 Monster Energy Cup
Series Champion Kevin Harvick,
reflected on Sam Ard.

“In 2006, I won nine races and
nearly tied Ardʼs mark of ten,” Har-
vick commented after that season.
“I know my wife (DeLana) is happy
about that because sheʼs a huge
Sam Ard fan.” Delana Harvick is
the daughter of the late John
Linville, a Busch Series competitor
in the 80s who raced against Ard.

“A lot of people donʼt understand
how hard those people raced and
how much different it was then than
it is now,” Harvick added. “In one
way, you want to win every race
you can, but in another sense, it
kind of leaves that early part of the
Series untouched. I think thatʼs kind
of neat because of the heritage and
what those guys did. Sometimes, a
lot of new fans and new drivers
donʼt respect what those guys did
to get our sport to where it is right
now.”

Sam Ard suffered from both
Alzheimerʼs and Parkinsonʼs dis-

eases. He battled his illnesses just
as fierce as he battled on the race
track. Financial problems and med-
ical expenses were mounting, but
Ard and his family kept fighting.
The NASCAR community rallied on
several occasions to help Ard.

Harvick donated a car to the Ard
family years ago, and the NASCAR
Foundation and Motor Racing Out-
reach (MRO) teamed for a Sam Ard
Fund online auction to benefit the
family. However, the biggest known
gesture came from Kyle Busch.
When Busch tied Ardʼs record of
ten wins in a single-season at
Texas Motor Speedway in 2008, he
committed $100,000 to Ard.

“Sam Ard is one of the pioneers
of this Series, and to be tied with
him at 10 wins is something thatʼs
pretty spectacular and really, really
special to me,” Busch said. “Iʼm
going to try to help him out and see
what I can do. Itʼs not much, but itʼs
something that can try to help.”

Unfortunately, I did not see Sam
Ard in the final years of his life.
Today, I wish that I was able to
thank him one more time for the
pleasure that I had watching him
race. During those early days of the
Budweiser/Busch Series, I had the
opportunity to work representing
the Series sponsor. To be able to
watch those competitors battle
each week on, primarily, the short
tracks in the Southeast was a true
treasure. Sam Ard, Jack Ingram,
Tommy Ellis, Tommy Houston,
Butch Lindley, Dale Jarrett, Jimmy

Hensley, L.D. Ottinger, and so
many more great race car drivers
gave the race fans their moneyʼs
worth every Saturday night. To be
able to know them up close as
competitors and friends made me
appreciate their talent even more.
Without question, it was a very spe-
cial time in our sport.

Sam Ard was a gentle, tall, thin
man. He didnʼt speak much, but
when he strapped into then #00
Thomas Brothers Ham car, you
knew you were going to see a race.
Ard and Jack Ingram waged some
of the best battles and races ever
witnessed. Sam Ard was always
gracious to his sponsors and the
series sponsor. In those early 80s
days, drivers didnʼt have to do
many interviews and only a portion
of their races were broadcast on
the radio and television. Many of
the competitors were uncomfort-
able in front of a camera or micro-
phone, but Ard, and many others
were always willing to give back to
their fans.

Hearing of Samʼs passing was
very difficult. This was a column
that I knew I would write at some
point, but never wanted to actually
pen the words. Sam Ard was a
friend, a competitor, and a family
man. My heartfelt sympathies go to
his wife Jo and the entire Ard fam-
ily. I will forever cherish the mem-
ory of watching Sam Ard race, and
I hope to, one day, join in the cele-
bration of his induction into the
NASCAR Hall of Fame.
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Sam Ard and his famous #00.



By REID SPENCER
MARTINSVILLE,

VA - Sundayʼs STP
500 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
race at Martinsville
Speedway, everything
worked – but nothing
more than Brad Ke-
selowskiʼs race-win-
ning No. 2 Ford.

Yes, thatʼs right, a Ford. The car
maker found Victory Lane at the
.526-mile short track for the first
time since Oct. 20, 2002, when
Kurt Busch won at NASCARʼs old-
est and smallest premier series
track in a Roush Fenway Racing
Ford.

Keselowski and runner-up Kyle
Busch swapped the lead during the
final 64-lap green-flag run, with
Busch taking the point on Lap 444
of 500, and Keselowski powering
back past Buschʼs No. 18 Toyota
on Lap 458. From that point, Ke-
selowski pulled away to win by
1.806 seconds, as Busch lost the
long-run speed he had demon-
strated for most of the afternoon.

"This is awesome," said Ke-
selowski, the seasonʼs first two-
time winner. "Weʼve ran so good
here with the Miller Lite Ford, but
something always happens and we
havenʼt been able to bring it home.
Martinsville is just one of those
championsʼ tracks. The guys that
run well everywhere run well here,
and itʼs really just an honor to win
here and get to compete here. 

"This track is 70 years old and a
lot of legends have won here. It
feels great to be able to join them
and bring home a (grandfather)
clock (trophy). A lot of people donʼt
know this, but those clocks are built
in my hometown in Rochester Hills,
Michigan, so itʼs cool to get one of
them from back home. I have one
as a truck owner, but not as a
driver, so Iʼm glad to bring one back
as a driver…

"I donʼt like to keep trophies at
my house, but this oneʼs going to
my house. Thatʼs how special it is."

The victory was Keselowskiʼs
23rd in the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series, and it
vaulted him into the playoff points
lead with 10. In the series stand-
ings, Keselowski leaves Mar-
tinsville in fourth place, 34 points
behind leader Kyle Larson and 30

behind second-place Chase Elliott,
who parlayed a front-row starting
position into a third-place finish.

Fourteen cautions for 95 laps
punctuated an action-filled after-
noon that featured remarkable
comebacks, perfect weather, Ford
board member and namesake
Edsel Ford II in the pace car and a
tire combination that started to
open up the outside lane and facil-
itate passing on the high side.

Keselowski had to overcome his
own challenges. A speeding
penalty under caution on lap 72
sent him to the rear of the field, but
pit strategy – staying out under yel-
low on Lap 109 – got him back to
the front. Joey Logano, Ke-
selowskiʼs Team Penske team-
mate, overcame both a pit road
penalty and a cut tire that put him
two laps down to finish fourth.

Austin Dillon ran fifth, posting his
first top-five finish since a fourth-
place run at Bristol last August.

Busch, who led a race-high 274
laps to Keselowskiʼs 116, was dis-
appointed that the performance of
his Camry fell off after his final pit
stop on Lap 336.

"All we did was put four tires on
it, and it went to junk," Busch said.
"I hate it for our guys. Theyʼve de-
served all year much better finishes
than what weʼve been able to pro-
duce, and hereʼs another one
today. Just a frustrating season so
far, but we give it everything we
got. We do all we can with what
weʼre given at the particular time
and try to execute and do a good
job.

"My pit crew did great today.
(Crew chief) Adam (Stevens) and
the guys did an awesome job on
this car this weekend to get it to
where it was. We were lights out
faster than those guys after 20 laps
or so. There on that run it was at
minimum at least three tenths
slower the entire time, and thatʼs
why Brad just was able to drive
away there at the end. We were re-
ally really, really struggling. Iʼm sur-
prised I held off the 24 (Elliott), but
you know, overall, just not quite
getting the finishes we need."

Martin Truex Jr. won the first
stage to bring his playoff point total
to nine, second only to Keselowski.
By the end of Stage 2, which fea-
tured a 119-lap green-flag run, the
intensity had ratcheted up consid-

erably.
Coming to the green/checkers

on Lap 260, Ricky Stenhouse Jr.,
who had just been lapped, gave
race leader Kyle Busch a couple of
sharp taps with his bumper, send-
ing Busch toward the top of the
track. Elliott powered to the inside

off Turn 4, edging Busch for the
stage win at the stripe.

But Keselowski and Busch dom-
inated the proceedings from then
on, with Keselowski winning the
clock and Ford finding the winnerʼs
circle after a 28-race drought at the
vaunted short track.
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Brad Keselowski

Ends Fordʼs
Martinsville Drought

Race winner Brad Keselowski shares the moment with his wife
Paige and his daughter Scarlett in front of the famous Martinsville
Speedway grandfather clock trophy. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOG-
RAPHY photo)



By REID SPENCER
MARTINSVILLE,

VA - Polesitter Chase
Elliott held off defend-
ing NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck
Series champion
Johnny Sauter after a
restart with 12 laps left

and pulled away to win Saturdayʼs
Alpha Energy Solutions 250 at Mar-
tinsville Speedway by 1.865 sec-
onds.

Elliott grabbed the lead from
third-place finisher Christopher Bell
on Lap 234, when Bellʼs Toyota tan-
gled with Austin Cindricʼs Ford
through Turns 1 and 2. Bell lost the
top spot, and Sauter charged past
into the second position before
NASCAR threw the 10th and final
caution of the race.

The decisive move, however,
came after the final restart on Lap
239, when Elliott blocked Sauterʼs
crossover move in Turn 3 and kept
the lead.

"It was fun today," Elliott said. "I
had some help there with Christo-

pherʼs misfortune. I was trying all I
could to get by him. He was doing a
really good job of maintaining my
bumper, a good job with me hitting
him… His bumper was getting pro-
gressively more blue (the color of
Elliottʼs car) as the day went.

"It was a hard-fought battle."
And then came the battle with

Sauter, who said he would have
made the same blocking move on
the final restart, had the roles been
reversed.

"Chase did what he needed to
do with the old block," Sauter said.

"I saw him coming in the mirror
with a big run, and I knew I had to
block him," Elliott said. "Fortu-
nately, it worked out."

Bell led a race-high 96 laps, 90
in the final 110-lap stage. Before
that, GMS Racing teammates El-
liott and Sauter dominated the ac-
tion. Elliott, a Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series regular get-
ting extra track time in preparation
for Sundayʼs STP 500 (2 p.m. ET
on FS1), won the first stage.

Sauter took the second stage

but had to come through the field
from 13th following the restart for
the third stage after pitting for tires
in a contrarian strategy to that of El-
liott, who got fresh rubber before
the end of Stage 2.

Elliott (92 laps), Sauter (62 laps)
and Bell were the only drivers to
lead the 250-lap event at the .526-
mile track, but the action behind
them was ferocious, producing 10
cautions for 63 laps.

Sunoco Rookie of the Year con-
tender Noah Gragson recovered

from a spin off Chase Briscoeʼs
bumper to finish fourth, one spot
behind his Kyle Busch Motorsports
teammate. Ty Dillon and Brett Mof-
fitt ran fifth and sixth, respectively.

Note: Sauter took over the se-
ries lead by four points over Bell,
who won the previous NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series race
at Atlanta… Elliott and Sauter re-
versed their positions from the fall
race at Martinsville, which Sauter
won on the way to his first champi-
onship.
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Polesitter Chase Elliott
Wins Hotly Contested

Martinsville Truck
Race

The gangʼs all here as Chase Elliott celebrates
in Martinsville Speedwayʼs victory lane.
(RONDA GREER photo)

Chase Elliott (23) holds his line as Christopher Bell (4) has a run-in
with Austin Cindric (19) to go ahead and win the Alph Energy So-
lutions 250 as Johnny Sauter (21) charges to second. (JOHN HAR-
RELLSON/NKP photo)





NAPLES, ME -
Entries have already
started coming in for
the 44th Annual Ox-
ford 250, slated for Au-
gust 25-27 at Maineʼs
Oxford Plains Speed-
way.  Even though the
race is still five months
away, nearly 30 driv-
ers have already an-
nounced their
intentions for the event

with drivers from across the spec-
trum making up those entries.  

Early entries include 6-time
PASS North Super Late Model
champion, Johnny Clark, who filed
the first entry for the 2017 Oxford
250.  Georgiaʼs Spencer Davis will
be joined by transplanted south-
erner Kyle Desouza and 2016
PASS South Super Late Model
champion Matt Craig of North Car-
olina, who will be making his first
attempt in the 250.  Craig recently
secured his starting spot in the Ox-
ford 250 by winning a qualifier race
at Orange County Speedway this
past weekend.

Female racer Sarah Cornett-
Ching, fresh off a sixth place finish
at Southern National Motorsports
Park, will trek from British Colum-

bia seeking her first Oxford 250
start.  In addition to the complete
PASS South schedule, Cornett-
Ching has also filed entries for the
first three PASS North races at
Thompson, Oxford, and Beech
Ridge.

Cassius Clark, the 2013 Pro All
Stars Series (PASS) North Super
Late Model champion from Farm-
ington, ME, will be returning to the
seat of the Hight Motorsports #77,
the same team for which he won
the title.  Two-time Oxford 250 win-
ner Travis Benjamin out of Morrill,
ME will be attempting another win
along with past 250 winners Mike
Rowe and Ben Rowe, Glen Luce,
and the most recent winner, Wayne
Helliwell, Jr.  Joey Doiron and DJ
Shaw are former PASS North win-
ners at Oxford Plains Speedway
and are always tough competitors
on the Pro All Stars Series circuit
as they seek their first 250 wins.
Cole Butcher, Derek Ramstrom,
Reid Lanpher, Travis Stearns, and
Joe Squeglia, Jr. are just some of
the other strong contenders who
have also filed entries so far. 

Advanced Tickets are on sale
now and can be ordered by calling
the Speedway Office at 207-539-
8865, the Speedway office is open

from 10:30-4:30pm on Thursdayʼs
and Fridayʼs. 

The 2017 PASS North Super
Late Model season is slated to start
on Sunday, April 2 with The Ice-
breaker at Thompson Speedway
Motorsports Park in Connecticut.

Entry forms for the 44th Annual
Oxford 250 and upcoming events
at Thompson Speedway, Hickory
Motor Speedway, Oxford Plains
Speedway and Beech Ridge Motor
Speedway, can be found at ProAll-
StarsSeries.com.  The 2017 li-
cense forms for the PASS Super
Late Models are also available at
ProAllStarsSeries.com.  Drivers
purchasing licenses for the 2017
season will receive bonus points for
each race they are pre-registered
for and will also save money to-

wards any events that they enter
early. 

The Pro All Stars Series is rec-
ognized as North Americaʼs pre-
mier sanctioning body for asphalt
Super Late Models and boasts
such marquee events as the Easter
Bunny 150 and the Mason-Dixon
MegaMeltdown 300 at Hickory
Motor Speedway and the leg-
endary Oxford 250 at Oxford Plains
Speedway. For media or marketing
questions, please contact Alan
Dietz at 704-231-2039 or alandiet-
zpass@live.com. Please visit
ProAllStarsSeries.com for more in-
formation and donʼt forget to “Like”
the Pro All Stars Series on Face-
book or follow us on Twitter at
@PASSSLM14 to keep up with
breaking news as it happens.

P.A
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S.
Early Entries Already

Pouring In For 44th Annual
Oxford 250

D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - With in-
clement weather ex-
pected in Connecticut
this week, NASCAR
and Thompson Speed-
way Motorsports Park
officials have post-
poned this weekendʼs
43rd running of the
trackʼs Icebreaker.

The event, which is highlighted

by the NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tourʼs Icebreaker 150, will be run
April 7-9.

The Icebreaker 150 will practice
Saturday, April 8, with qualifying
and the second race of the
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour
season slated for Sunday, April 9.
The weekend schedule also in-
cludes the opening races in
Thompsonʼs NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series program.
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NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour Race
Moved To April 9



MOORESVILLE,
NC - As a result of
post-event inspection
following the Dominion
Raceway event on
March 25, the engine
of Jeff Oakleyʼs No. 11
Chevrolet late model
stock car has been
deemed illegal by
CARS Tour rulebook
standards after a thor-

ough technical evaluation. As a re-
sult, Oakley has been disqualified
as the winner of the second duel
race and Jared Fryar has been de-
clared the winner. The triumph is
Fryarʼs first ever CARS Tour win,
joining Layne Riggs as a fellow
first-time series winner following
their respective victories in the Sat-
urday afternoon duels.

A disqualification of Oakleyʼs
third place finish in first duel race
will also be enforced along with an
undisclosed fine and loss of cham-
pionship points.

Fryar, from Trinity, North Car-
olina, inherits the victory in just his
third career CARS Tour start. One
of those starts came a season ago
behind the wheel of a super late
model before making the switch to
late model stocks in 2017 driving
for Larry Coleman.

The CARS Tour returns to action
at Orange County Speedway on
Saturday, April 22, in Rougemont,
North Carolina. Complete event in-
formation on the Orange Blossom
300 presented by The Grilling Store
will be available in the coming days
at www.carsracingtour.com.

Indefinite Suspension
Issued to Jeff Oakley
Following Dominion

Post Race
Disqualification

MOORESVILLE, NC - An in-
crease of penalties has been is-
sued to the #11 Late Model Stock
Car owned and driven by Jeff Oak-
ley following post-race disqualifica-
tion from the duel races held at
Dominion Raceway on March 25th. 

Upon engine testing at an inde-
pendent engine dyno the series
has implemented for technical use
for the last three seasons; Jeff Oak-
leyʼs Chevrolet 604 crate engine,
claimed by Oakley to be built by
Kowalsky Racing Engines, dynode
at 503 horsepower at 6600 RPM.

These results were 73-77 horse-
power more than any Chevrolet
604 engines the series has re-
searched over the past two years
at the same location. In addition, all
research and data provided by in-
dustry and factory outlets also indi-
cated transgressions in the results
collected from Oakleyʼs engine
test.

After the test driver and car
owner Jeff Oakley made the deci-
sion to not let CARS Tour officials
disassemble the engine to remove
the suspected illegal parts. The de-
cision by Oakley to keep his engine
and not let CARS Tour officials re-
cover suspected illegal parts, to en-
sure the parts donʼt show up at
another Late Model Stock Car
event, regardless of the sanction-
ing body, will result in an indefinite
suspension from CARS Tour com-

petition as both an owner and
driver.

CARS Tour Series Director Chris
Ragle issued the following state-
ment concluding the ongoing
event.

“First, it is disappointing to have
to go through all this and put so
much time, energy, and money into

such a thing. Jeff (Oakley) has
been professional to work with
throughout this situation, but his
decision to not let series officials do
their job by breaking down the en-
gine is unacceptable. We feel that
having an engine with no serial
numbers out on the market with al-
most obvious illegal parts in it is
bad for not just the CARS Tour, but
for all Late Model Stock Car tracks
in general. We attempted to keep
the data and wrongdoing confined
to the guilty party, but when the de-
cision to take the motor home with
him was made it left us no choice
than to suspend Jeff indefinitely.”

The CARS Tour returns to action
next at Orange County Speedway
on Saturday April 22nd in Rouge-
mont, North Carolina.

Complete event information on
the Orange Blossom 300 pres. by
The Grilling Store will be available
at www.carsracingtour.com.
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Winner of CARS Tour Late
Model Stock Tour Duel #2

Jeff Oakley is under an indefinite suspension after refusing to give
up his illegal race engine. (CARS Tour photo)

Jared Fryar (#81) has been declared the winner of the CARS Tour
Late Model Stock Tour Duel #2 at Dominion Raceway after Jeff
Oakley failed the post race inspection. (CARS Tour photo)



WHEEL, TN - The
former Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series Na-
tional Champion, Don
O'Neal outdueled de-
fending National
Champion, Scott
Bloomquist on Sunday
night at Duck River
Raceway. O'Neal took
the lead from
Bloomquist for the
final time on lap 38 to
claim his first
LOLMDS win of the

season.
Trailing the two former series

champions to the checkers was
young-gun Tanner English - who
recorded his best career LOLMDS
finish. Brandon Overton came
home fourth, followed by Dennis
Erb Jr. rounding out the top five.

O'Neal made a clean sweep of
the night - setting the overall fast
time, winning his heat race, and
claiming the 50-lap main event for
his first series victory since April
2015. The 52-year-old, piloted a
two-race old, Club 29 Race Car
powered by a Clements Racing En-
gine for Clint Bowyer Racing.

In Lucas Oil Victory Lane for the
forty-second time in his career,
O'Neal was estatic with his hard-
fought victory. "The crew has
worked so hard on this car, people
don't realize how much work goes
into these cars. Anthony Burroughs
and "Big Snack," they don't get any
days off it seems. Last night at East
Alabama was the first time we ran
this car. I never thought he
[Bloomquist] would get around me
on the outside and then he went to
the bottom. When he did that I
thought, I could do that as well and
it worked out."

"I have had so much bad luck re-
cently, it feels great to get back to
victory lane again. Thanks to Peak
Antifreeze and Coolant, Cometic
Gasket, Club 29 Race Cars, Craw-
ford Outdoor, Clint Bowyer Auto-
plex, Traeger Wood Fire Grills,
Penske Racing Shocks and
Sunoco Race Fuels."

O'Neal grabbed the lead at the
start of the race and led the first
four laps until Culp took over the
top spot. Looking for his first-career
LOLMDS victory, Culp held the top
spot until O'Neal regained the lead
on the nineteenth circuit. O'Neal
then held the point until Bloomquist
roared to the outside of him to take
the lead on lap 36. The duo battled
side-by-side for a several laps be-

fore O'Neal cleared Bloomquist for
the final time.

Bloomquist who went with the
harder LM40 for the main event
nearly came home with the win. "It
was a pretty good race. We got up
there and my right rear sealed up a
little bit. Everybody ran a good race
tonight up front. There was a lot of
give and take and everybody put
on a good show. The harder com-
pound hurt us early on. I had to try
and stay out of the black. Once I
got by him [O'Neal] I thought we
could win it."

English was thrilled with his
podium finish. "I was real close
there a couple of times to getting
the lead. I thought I could get
O'Neal there a couple of times and
then we had a caution. Then I saw
Bloomquist rolling there on top and
I thought we were all in trouble at
that point because he had that
harder tire on. To come in here and
do this against these guys it means
a lot. I want to thank Seay Motors
and M&S Concrete for helping
sponsor us."

Completing the top ten were
Timothy Culp, Steve Francis, Dar-
rell Lanigan, Dale McDowell, and
Hudson O'Neal.

Bloomquist Handles
the Field at

East Alabama
PHENIX CITY, AL - Scott
Bloomquist made the win look easy
on Saturday night as he led all 60
laps at East Alabama Motor Speed-
way. The win was also his second
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
win of the season. The 53-year-old
reigning series champion took the
lead at the start of the main event
and never looked back as he dom-
inated the competition.

Jimmy Owens' Ramirez Motor-
sports, E3 Spark Plugs, Rocket
made a late-race charge while
Bloomquist was negotiating heavy
lapped traffic, but fell short at the
checkers. Earl Pearson Jr., in his
Dunn-Benson Ford, Lucas Oil Rac-
ing TV, Longhorn Chassis, claimed
third. Don O'Neal brought his
brand-new Club 29 car home in
fourth after starting 13th in the Clint
Bowyer Racing entry. Tim Mc-
Creadie rounded out the top five
finishers. 

"It's been so long since we've
won a race this year, maybe they
felt sorry for me," joked Bloomquist
after receiving several thunderous
ovations from the huge crowd on
hand. I think they did the right thing

in watering the track before we
went out. Everbody was going to
go out there with a hard-right rear
tire. I know some changed tires
after they watered the track."

"The car worked really well in
the heat race. The car was a little
tight at the start of the feature, but
it really was working freely for most
of the race. Every time you come
here, there's something a little dif-
ferent with the track surface."

"The track was about as slippery

as I have seen it. The Penske
Shocks we had on worked per-
fectly. Thanks to Crop Production
Services, Mark Martin, Mike
Reece, Sweet Manufacturing,
Base, Horton Coal, Sorbera Chiro-
practic, Petroff Towing, and Cross-
fit by Overton."

Bloomquist took the lead at the
start of the feature with Pearson
running in second. Pearson stayed
in second until Lanigan got by him 

(Continued Next Page)
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Don OʼNeal celebrates his win at Duck River Raceway over Scott
Bloomquist and Tanner English. (LOLMDS photo)
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on a lap 11 restart.
Lanigan started to
track down
Bloomquist as the
leader was encounter-
ing heavy traffic, but
Lanigan slipped over
the embankment in
turn three and
dropped to eighth
place before he could
recover and get back
on the racing surface.
Owens then moved to
the second spot where
he stayed the rest of
the race.

Owens recorded his second
straight podium finish of the week-
end with this runner-up position.
"He [Bloomquist] was just able to
maneuver his car better around
lapped traffic than I was. I got that
clear track at the end but it was too
late he was just too far out there. I
want to thank all the fans for com-
ing out tonight, it looked like a big
crowd was here. We are looking
forward to Duck River tomorrow
night because the last time we
were there, we ran terribly and I

would like to make-up for that."
Pearson was pleased with his

second straight podium finish as
well. "To come back tonight and
have another strong finish says a
lot about this race team. A win and
a third against these guys, that's
tough to do. Carlton and Kemp
Lamm were here tonight, and I
would have liked to have won
tonight for them, but we'll take third
and move onto Duck River." 

Completing the top ten were
Steve Francis, Dennis Erb Jr., Dar-
rell Lanigan, Jonathan Davenport,
and Timothy Culp.

Pearson Powers to
Lucas Oil Victory at
Boyd's Speedway

RINGGOLD, GA - Earl Pearson
Jr. led all 50 laps on Friday night at
Boyd's Speedway to win his first
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
race since May of 2015. The results
will show Pearson led all 50 laps
but the win never came easy as he
had several challengers up front.

Current Lucas Oil point leader,
Josh Richards charged from the
14th starting position to finish sec-
ond in the Best Performance Mo-

torsports, Dargie Racing Engines,
Rocket. Jimmy Owens - in the
Ramirez Motorsports, E3 Spark
Plugs, Rocket - ran in the top three
the entire race to finish in the third
position. Thirteenth starting Tim
McCreadie - in the Sweeteners
Plus, Pro Power Racing Engines,
Longhorn - finished fourth. Fif-
teenth place starter Darrell Lanigan
- in the I-Racing, Clint Bowyer Rac-
ing, Club 29 - completed the top
five.

Pearson made his way to Lucas
Oil Victory Lane for the 31st time in
his career and was elated after-
wards,

"I saw McIntosh early on, it
looked like he could run anywhere
on the track. Jimmy [Owens] was
good tonight and Josh, [Richards] I
know he came from deep in the
pack. I was worried about him
when he came to the leader board."

"I just kept my line from the mid-
dle to the top. They weren't going
to pass me with the line I was run-
ning, except maybe on the bottom.
This is a brand-new Longhorn
Chassis. Everybody has been
working their rear ends off and it's
been a long-time coming to get
back to Lucas Oil Victory Lane. I

would also like to thank Carlton and
Kemp Lamm for giving me the op-
portunity to drive their car and
Dunn-Benson Ford, Lucas Oil Rac-
ing TV, MAVTV, Penske Shocks,
Sunoco Race Fuel, and Larry Wal-
lace Racing Engines."

Richards made his first ever ap-
pearance at Boyd's Speedway and
charged to a second place finish.
"Earl and those guys did a great job
tonight, congrats to them on the
win. I had never seen this track
until I got here today. I had seen
maybe 20 seconds of highlights. I
felt like I struggled for the whole
race, we must have missed about
14 wrecks out there to get a good
finish."

Owens had another solid finish -
coming home in third place. "I tried
to keep my tires warm under those
cautions and that was probably a
bad idea. McIntosh had a good car
and I could see him spinning his
tires and they were sealing over
and Earl's weren't. Hats-off to Earl
for a great job and to Josh for com-
ing from the back."

Completing the top ten were
Scott Bloomquist, Dale McDowell,
Donald McIntosh, Jonathan Dav-
enport and Brandon Overton.
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FARMER CITY, IL
- Brian Shirley must
have blown out the
candles on his birth-
day cake this morning
and wished for a win
because tonight at
Farmer City Raceway
he claimed his first
World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late
Model Series victory
of the season at the
Illini 100.

"I am just happy,"
said Shirley. "I am happy for my
team. We've had a lot of solid runs
this year and we've had some heart
breaks so for this to pay off for Bob
Cullen, Lisa Cullen and everyone
behind us we appreciate it. The
biggest thing is that that we get
monkey off our back with [this win]
and hopefully there's more to
come."

To take the lead Shirley had to
out-duel three-time World of Out-
laws Champion and five-time
Farmer City Raceway winner, Billy
Moyer as well as regional all-stars
Shannon Babb and Bobby Pierce.
For the fans the race between the
bunch was a flashback to the good
ole days of the DIRTcar Summer

Nationals.
During the final day of the two-

day event, Moyer showed that he
remained hungry for a win and un-
satisfied with the previous night's
third place finish as he claimed the
fastest time in his qualifying group,
a heat win and drew the pole posi-
tion for the feature event.

Moyer started the feature next to
Pierce and punched the gas as
soon as the green flag fell over
Farmer City to claim the lead early
in the race. By lap-two Babb found
his way past Pierce and by lap-nine
he was at Moyers door knocking.

Pierce trailed behind the pair
working tirelessly to reel them in.
By lap-15 it was a battle for the lead
between the three as almost every
lap around the track fans saw
three-wide action. Shirley found
himself in the mix for the podium
positions and the atmosphere at
Farmer City cranked up a notch.

It was lap-22 that was a game
changer in the race as Pierce and
Babb fell off the backstretch ledge
losing a little momentum in the
process. Shirley capitalized with a
run on the bottom of the racetrack
to pass Moyer for the lead. As the
two front runners ran into lap traffic
Shirley was able to hold off a hard-

charging Moyer and take the
checkers.

It was a big day for Shirley and 
(Continued Next Page)
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Brian Shirley celebrates in victory lane at Farmer City Raceway
after claiming his first World of Outlaws Craftsman Late Model Se-
ries win of the season. (twitter.com/WoOLateModels photo)
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his crew as they
snagged Quick Time,
won a heat and fin-
ished one position
ahead of Moyer for the
second night in a row.

"We tried and we
about got him. We just
came up a little short,"
said Moyer. "This
place always does a
good job and puts on
a good race and come
main event time it's al-
ways a multi-groove
deal. Brian could run
around that bottom

better obviously and he did a good
job. We camped out there in the
middle and did the best we could
do."

The final podium position went
to Pierce.

Tyler Erb and Brandon Shep-
pard also were seen wheeling-and-
dealing on the track as they each
gained eight positions during the
25-laps.

The Series will recoup and re-
group before heading back out on
the road at the end of the month.
The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series appears next on
April 28 at Lakeside Speedway in
Kansas City, Kansas.

Sheppard Leads
Green-to-Checkers at
Farmer City Raceway

FARMER CITY, IL - During night
one of the two day show at Farmer
City Raceway for the World of Out-

laws Craftsman® Late Model Se-
ries Illini 100 event, Brandon Shep-
pard held on to the lead from
green-to-checkers. That's also how
the feature played out with no cau-
tions during the 75-lap event.

Sheppard has had his eyes set
on Farmer City Raceway since the
start of the season and the results
from tonight's event puts the cherry
on top for the young driver. Not only
did he defeat the stacked field dur-
ing the feature, he also set the
fastest lap on the track during qual-
ifying, placed second in his heat
race and pulled the pole position
during the redraw.

Earlier in the day Sheppard said,
"It would mean a lot to me and this
team if we won tonight. We only
have one Outlaw race on the year
and there has been a different win-
ner at every track this year so to be
the first repeat winner would be
awesome."

Sheppard is now the first repeat
driver of the 2017 season with six
different drivers appearing in Vic-
tory Lane during the first six races
of the season.

Billy Moyer was trying to con-
tinue the trend by becoming the
seventh different driver to win as he
tirelessly tried to reel in Sheppard
for 70 laps of the Feature. Moyer
has three Illini 100 wins in the bank
but he couldn't pull it off for the
fourth time as he continued to get
hung up by lap traffic. Brian Shirley
used the lap traffic to his advantage
as he was able to pass Moyer to
claim the second position within the
last five laps.

"We had a pretty good car but
honestly we just really needed a

caution," said Shirley. "I think if we
would of had a caution we would of
had a good chance to win but at the
end of the day you can always say
what ifs but we'll take it. I feel like
we've had a lot of bad luck as well
as some good runs and have been
pretty fast so maybe it will help us
build momentum. Like with Bran-
don [Sheppard] and [his team], mo-
mentum builds success, so if we
can keep running good then hope-
fully a win will come."

Gaining momentum and remain-
ing consistent seems to come nat-
urally for the Rocket1 team as they
continue to remain in the lead of
the Series Points Standings ever
since the conclusion of DIRTcar
Nationals at Volusia Speedway

Park.
"We have a good balance that

I'm comfortable with which is why
we can be so consistent and run at
different tracks and still be fast,"
said Sheppard. "It also makes like
a little easier when you start on the
pole. I honestly can't be more
happy with how we are running
lately. I just go out there and do the
best I can every day."

Sheppard and Shirley weren't
the only Illinois-natives making
moves on their home turf. Shannon
Babb and Bobby Pierce found their
way through the field fairly easily as
Babb passed nine cars to claim a
top-five finish from a 14th start and
Pierce passed thirteen cars to fin-
ish sixth from a 19th start.

Brandon Sheppard held on to the lead from the green flag to the
checkered flag to win at Farmer City Raceway. (Paul Arch photo)
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PERRIS, CA -
David Gravel was the
driver to beat at Perris
Auto Speedway for
the SoCal Showdown
bringing an end the
spring California
swing. As the track
rubbered-up, Gravel
was in the ideal posi-
tion, out front. Run-
ning mainly the
high-lane around the
half-mile oval, Gravel
was able to pull away

on multiple restarts to take home
his third victory of the season.

"I'm happy I got the jump on the
restarts and got the lead to manip-
ulate the race for yourself," said the
driver of the No. 5 CJB Motorsports
GoMuddy.com machine. "Just

happy to get another win, this is
definitely huge, this the most wins
I've had this early in the season.
Not that it takes the pressure off but
you just want to keep it rolling."

A top-five qualifying effort, a
heat-race win, and a second in the
Craftsman Club Dash, allowed for
Gravel to start on the front row of
tonight's 30-lap Feature. The driver
that started the SoCal Showdown
from the pole was California-native,
Brad Sweet. With Gravel checking-
out on the initial start, Sweet had
his hands full fending off the rookie-
of-the-year contender, Sheldon
Haudenschild for the second posi-
tion. A red flag was displayed on
Lap 10 when the No. 2x of Parker
Price-Miller went for a tumble in
Turn 2; Price-Miller walked away

(Continued Next Page)
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David Gravel led from green-to-checkers at Perris Auto Speedway
for his third win of the season. (Paul Arch photo)
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unscathed. 
The battle be-

tween Haudenschild
and Sweet continued
with sporadic chal-
lenges from series
points leader, Donny
Schatz and Friday
night's runner-up Ian
Madsen. 

Coming off a last-
place finish the night
before, the No. 49
Kasey Kahne Racing
team was able to re-
bound for a second-
place finish to round

out the California trip. 
"[Gravel] was just able to get the

run on the restarts," said the driver
of the No. 49 NAPA Auto Parts ma-
chine. "Hats off to our guys, we had
a great car all night. We got into lap
traffic and I would get a good run
and a caution came out - some-
times [cautions] fall when you want
them to sometime they don't. We'll
keep digging and hopefully we can
get the NAPA Auto Parts car back
into Victory Lane soon."

The young-gun, Sheldon Hau-
denschild who has been consistent
the last couple of weeks brought
home a podium finish for the sec-
ond time this season. 

"I tried to get position on Brad
[Sweet] on those restarts but I did-
n't gain enough ground," said Shel-
don Haudenschild. "I'm still happy
with tonight - thanks to my guys for
all their hardwork."

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series will be back in ac-
tion next Friday, April 7 when they
make their first visit to Cocopah
Speedway in Somerton, AZ. The
following night, the Outlaws will
head east to Arizona Speedway for
their second trip. 

Tickets for these events can be
purchased on dirtcar.ticketforce.
com or by calling 844-DIRT-TIX.

Schuchart Charges
from Deep for First

Victory of 2017
HANFORD, CA - Shark Racing's

Logan Schuchart started the 35-lap
Kings Outlaw Showdown from the
19th position at Keller Auto Speed-
way - the KSE Hard Charger award
winner picked his way to the front
of the 26-car field. Late in the race,
Schuchart found the bottom groove
of the 3/8th-mile oval to work his
way past eventual runner-up, Ian
Madsen on the final lap to score his
first victory of the 2017 season. 

After starting the season having

overcome adversity when the
teams tow-vehicle broke down on
the way to the opening World of
Outlaws Craftsman® Sprint Car
Series event, the team relied on
support from the racing industry to
assist with getting them to each
Outlaw event.

"This adds onto the excitement
and the accomplishments. It does-
n't matter if you start from the pole
or wherever, if you can win an Out-
laws race, these things are really
tough [to win] no matter where you
go. I'm just happy for my team to be
able to get a win and it just makes
it that much more exciting to start
from 19th. We just really need to
thank [Ryan] Smith family for letting
us use their toter-home to come all
the way [to California] and every-
one that donated to the Go-
FundMe, you never want to be in
that position but we were in a tough
spot and we wouldn't be out here if
it wasn't for those people."

Ian Madsen and James McFad-
den, made up an all-Australian
front-row for the start of the Kings
Outlaw Showdown at Keller Auto
Speedway. It was Madsen who
would show the way for a total of 31
of the 35 laps in the Feature.

The event was slowed several
times, including on lap four when
Brad Sweet, who came into the
night second in points, brushed the
outside Turn 4 wall. Sweet was
forced to retire from the event early
resulting in a 26th-place finish. 

Making his presences known,
the Hanover, PA-native Schuchart

had worked his way up to the fourth
running position by lap 14. 

It was on lap 20 when the local
hero, Cory Eliason from nearby
Fresno, CA made a bid to steal the
show by charging from the 16th-
starting position to wrangle the lead
away from Madsen. As the large
crowd at the Keller Auto Speedway
erupted in excitement, Eliason lost
the handling on his No. 00 machine
and spun on the backstretch; for-
feiting the lead just as quickly as he
got it.

With Madsen back in control of
the lead once again, he fended off
a new challenger in David Gravel.
In total, Madsen had five different
drivers start to his right on the dou-
ble-file restarts. Schuchart snuck
by Gravel on the restart and imme-
diately went to work on Madsen. 

"It was a pretty strong run for the
KPC team," said Ian Madsen driver
of the No. 18. "Kind of got nervous
[with all those restarts] didn't really
know what to do, with someone dif-
ferent coming up each time. We'll
go onto Perris and see if we can
win."

The driver of the No. 1s of
Schuchart started to search around
for some moisture; he eventually
found it on the bottom groove.

"I was able to find a little moister
off [turn] four and it helped me, at
least for me to get up to [Madsen]
so I could make a move in [turns]
three and four," added Schuchart.

The Series points leader, Donny
Schatz who had to use the Last
Chance Showdown to transfer into

the Feature event put on a show to
grab a third-place finish. This
marks Schatz's eighth top-five of
the season.

This victory marks Schuchart's
third career World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series win.

Gravel Holds Off a
Closing Rico Abreu to

Claim Victory at
Placerville Speedway 

PLACERVILLE, CA - Taking the
lead just after the halfway point in
the feature, Watertown, Connecti-
cut's David Gravel hung tough
through multiple restarts and even-
tually held off a fast moving Rico
Abreu to pick up his second World
of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car
Series win of the season Wednes-
day night.

The victory at Brad Sweet's
Placerville Short Track Showdown
was the first of Gravel's career at
the tight high-banked quarter-mile
and came aboard the familiar CJB
Motorsports/ Go Muddy No. 2
Sprinter. He now joins Donny
Schatz as the second repeat win-
ner with the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series in
2017.

Gravel had taken the lead at the
original start of the 40-lap race, but
a yellow flag before one lap could
be completed made for a complete
restart. On the ensuing green flag
Bixby, Oklahoma's Shane Stewart
rocketed out to the top-spot. The
driver of the Larson/Marks Racing
No. 2 held command over the early
stages and fended off Gravel as he
looked for season win number one.

Racing through heavy traffic just
past the midway point, however,
Stewart's bid at victory fell through
when contact with the front stretch
wall left him with a reported broken
shock. Gravel and Rutherford's
Rico Abreu were both able to get by
prior to Stewart slowing on lap 25
to bring out a caution. Back to
green, Grass Valley racer and
event promoter Brad Sweet went to
work on Greg Wilson for the third
spot. After battling for a couple laps
Sweet assumed the position and
attempted to move in on the top
duo.

With just six laps left Australian
traveler James McFadden climbed
the back stretch hill and got upside
down to cause a red flag. He
emerged okay but was done for the
night. The green flag then waved
for the final time, and Abreu com-
mitted to the bottom side of the
speedway, while Gravel railed the
top.

(Continued Next Page)
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Logan Schuchart raced his way from 19th to the front for the win
at Keller Auto Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)
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Abreu was able to
get to his inside going
into turn one on lap
38, but Gravel got bet-
ter drive off the corner
and dove to the bot-
tom in turn three. The
move broke all the
momentum Abreu had
built up, and that was
all she wrote as
Gravel took the check-
ered flag by 1.147
seconds.

"We haven't really
had much luck here at
Placerville the last two

years, so it feels fantastic to come
out of here with a victory," Gravel
commented on the front stretch.
"Shane Stewart set a torrid pace
there at the beginning, and when
he made that mistake I knew that I
had to capitalize. I saw Rico poke
his nose in there late in the race as
well, so I moved down to run the
bottom coming down for the white
flag. It takes an army to win these
races, and I have one heck of a
team behind me. I can't thank CJB
Motorsports, Barry Jackson and
this whole team enough."

The runner up finish capped a
great night for Abreu in front of his
home state fans. "I really tried to be
patient there at the end running the
bottom, but it was really hard to
judge your speed out there," said
the driver of the Abreu Vineyards
No. 24 machine. "After that red flag
we were really good, and even
though I wanted to win, we'll take a
second with these guys. It was re-
ally an electric atmosphere tonight
and a lot of fun, so I want to thank
all the fans for coming out and sup-
porting this deal."

Sweet capped a solid run in the
feature with a third place effort
aboard the Kasey Kahne Racing/
NAPA Auto Parts No. 49 Sprinter. "I
definitely didn't want to see that red
near the end because I felt we had
really got rolling at that point. It was
another good night for the 49 team
though, so we're happy. It was
great to see so many people here
at Placerville Speedway tonight,
and I hope we put on a good show
for everyone. Big thanks to my
guys for all their hard work on the
race car and all the people that
helped put this event on."

Greg Wilson put together an im-
pressive night and crossed the
stripe in fourth to earn his best fin-
ish of the season, while California
driver Kyle Hirst tallied his first top-
five of the 2017 campaign as well
finishing fifth. The remainder of the

top-10 was filled out by Owasso,
Oklahoma's Daryn Pittman;
Wooster, Ohio's Sheldon Hauden-
schild; Campbell's Bud Kaeding;
Bartlett, Tennessee's Jason Sides
and Eunice, Louisiana's Jason
Johnson. Brownsburg, Indiana's
Joey Saldana earned the KSE
Hard Charger Award coming from
26th to 11th in the feature.

Current NASCAR Monster En-
ergy Cup point leader Kyle Larson
also competed during the night and
was moving forward in the feature,
until he clipped a spinning car. After
going to the back he then got
forced off the track in turn two,
which ultimately ended his night.

“Boot Hill Showdown”
Tickets Available

DODGE CITY, KS - Get ready
for it race fans, as the World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint Car Series
makes its return to the state-of-the-
art Dodge City Raceway Park in
southwest Kansas this October
after a yearʼs absence.

And you can get your “Boot Hill
Showdown” tickets now for the
biggest Sprint Car event in the
state of Kansas and beyond for
2017.  The two-day event that
brings the best Sprint Car drivers in
the world to the southwest corner
of Kansas for a good old-fashioned
showdown is set for October 27-28.

Ticket packages for both nights
are available for $70 for reserved
seats and $65 for general admis-
sion.  Single night tickets are $45
each night for reserved and $40 for
general admission.  Children
eleven and under are admitted free
when accompanied by an adult.
Tickets may be purchased at

https://dirtcar.ticketforce.com/event
performances.asp?evt=255.

This Octoberʼs World of Outlaws
double this October marks the first
series appearance atop the racy
3/8-mile clay oval since July of
2015 when Memphis-area shoe
Jason Sides and North Dakotaʼs
Donny Schatz split victory honors.

Sidesʼ triumph proved as re-
demption for getting nipped at the
line by Schatz two years earlier
while Schatzʼ victory marked his
second win in the last five World of
Outlaws events at DCRP for the
now eight-time and reigning series
champion.

While Sides and Schatz are the
most recent series winners at
DCRP, itʼs Oklahoma native and
2013 WoO champion Daryn
Pittman that has enjoyed the most
success in recent years with three
triumphs in the most recent five
events including a two-night sweep
of the 2014 “Boot Hill Showdown”.

Ten different drivers have
reached DCRP victory lane in 21
World of Outlaws feature events
dating back to 2004 with Joey Sal-
dana atop the overall win charts
with three triumphs.  Saldanaʼs
most recent “Boot Hill Showdown”
triumph occurred on June 14, 2010.

Dirt Racing is
Open for

Business on
iRacing.com 

CONCORD, NC -
The highly antici-
pated launch of dirt
racing on
iRacing.com is finally
here. In a partnership

with iRacing.com, World of Outlaws
and DIRTcar Racing fans will now
have the opportunity to race a 410
World of Outlaws Craftsman®
Sprint Car, a World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model or DIRTcar
Racing Street Stock or Pro Late
Model from their home computer. 

Fans around the world will have
the opportunity to experience what
it's like to jump behind the wheel of
a DIRTcar Racing Street Stock and
climb the dirt racing ranks into a
full-bodied Late Model or a fire-
breathing, 900-h.p. World of Out-
laws 410 Sprint Car. 

Tracks such as the world-fa-
mous high-banked, half-mile El-
dora Speedway, the 'Worlds Fast
Half-Mile' at Volusia Speedway
Park, and the fast and tricky
Williams Grove Speedway have
been laser-scanned and are avail-
able and ready to race, offering
fans a real-life experience like no
other.

"I couldn't believe how realistic it
was," said Shane Stewart, World of
Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car
driver. "Everything from the track to
the grandstands, it felt like I was in
the car racing an Outlaw race."

Known around the racing world
as "The Greatest Show on Dirt," the
World of Outlaws sanctions nearly
140 events a year throughout North
America as part of the World of
Outlaws Craftsman® Sprint Car
Series and the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model Series.
Meanwhile, iRacing's 235,000 plus
member subscribers race dozens
of precisely-modeled cars on laser-
scanned versions of nearly 100 of
the world's greatest ovals and road
courses.

In collaboration, iRacing.com
plans to develop online versions of
a variety of DIRTcar Racing series
as a core element of its new dirt
racing feature.

To take advantage of exclusive
iRacing offers visit iRac-
ing.com/WorldofOutlaws.

Get over 50% off on a 1-year
subscription using promo code PR-
Outlaws, or a 3-month subscription
for just $4.78 using promo code
PR-HotLaps!
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David Gravel out dueled Rico Abreu for the win at Placerville
Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



LAS CRUCES,
NM - Making it a per-
fect weekend at the
Southern New Mexico
Speedway, Albu-
querque's Johnny
Herrera lined his pock-
ets with $5,000 in a
sweep of the Consoli-
dated Solar Technolo-
gies ASCS Southwest
Sprint Car Shootout
with the Carlyle Tools

ASCS Southwest Region.
Career win No. 19 for Herrera,

the MVT No. 45x trailed the open-
ing rounds as Rick Ziehl took off
with the race lead on the opening
lap. Relinquishing the position to
Skylar Gee on the second lap, Sky-
lar was not without company as
Herrera followed him around the
No. 20z to take second.

Distancing themselves from the
field, the pair began searching
around the New Mexico oval as the
track went black. Edging his line
down bit by bit, Herrera found the
rubber just as the pair ran down the
tail of the field. Pulling past Skylar
on Lap 12, Herrera kept pace
through several restarts with more
than enough tread to burn on his
Hoosier Tires.

Improving his position by one
over Friday night, Skylar Gee
crossed second with John Carney
II taking third. Battling fiercely with
Colton Hardy on the race's final
restart with three to go, Rick Ziehl
held on to finish fourth as Hardy re-
tired with a broken front end on the
final lap, moving Lance Norick into
the fifth position.

Royal Jones brought his No. 131
home sixth with Jake Bubak com-
ing from 11th to seventh. Wes Wof-
ford followed from 12th with Jeremy
McCune ninth. Giving a provisional
by the Southern New Mexico
Speedway, James Mosher made
the best of it with a run from 21st to
round out the top-ten.

The Carlyle Tools ASCS South-
west Region is back in action on
April 22 at the Arizona Speedway
in Queen Creek, Ariz. The next
event at the Southern New Mexico
Speedway in July 28 and 29.

Johnny Herrera
Unstoppable at the

Southern New Mexico
Speedway

LAS CRUCES, NM - Winning

the opening night of the Consoli-
dated Solar Technology ASCS
Southwest Sprint Car Shootout,
Johnny Herrera led the length of
Friday's A-Main event at the South-
ern New Mexico Speedway for a
$2,500 payday and his 18th career
Carlyle Tools ASCS Southwest Re-
gional victory.

Fighting an ever tightening race-
car, the Mesilla Valley Transporta-
tion No. 45x was challenged
several times in slower traffic by
Skylar Gee and Jake Bubak, but
was able to hold off the all at-
tempts. Leaving the pair to ulti-
mately battle for the runner-up
spot, it was Colorado's Jake Bubak
who held on to finish second with
Skylar Gee making up the night's
podium.

Having to fight out of the night's
B-Main to start 17th on the grid,
Oklahoma's Harli White clawed her
way to fourth, picking up a bonus
Hoosier Right Rear as well. From
eighth, Colton Hardy padded his
lead with the Carlyle Tools ASCS
Southwest Region with a top-five
finish.

Winning the B-Main to start 15th,
John Carney II came up to sixth
with Royal Jones seventh. Jesse
Baker moved from 12th to eighth
with Josh Shipley from 19th to
ninth. Running top five early on,
Lorne Wofford slipped back to
round out the top-ten.

Derek Hagar Tops
ASCS Mid-South/Red
River Showdown at

I-30 Speedway
LITTLE ROCK, AR - Derek

Hagar was no joke at Little Rock's
I-30 Speedway on Saturday night,
as the driver of the No. 9jr thrilled a
nearly packed house in the 2017
return of the ASCS Mid-South Re-
gion. Taking on the American Bank
of Oklahoma ASCS Red River Re-
gion presented by Smiley's Racing
Products, the win is Hagar's first
with both Regions.

Taking off third, Hagar captured
the lead from Brian Bell in traffic on
Lap 16 for the night's $2,000 prize.
The FSR No. 23b would have to
settle for the runner-up spot with
Zach Pringle grabbing the final
podium step. Making the trip from
Lebanon, Ind. Spencer Bayston
took on the I-30 clay with a run from
17th to fourth with Tim Crawley
from ninth to complete the night's
top-five.

Advancing 10 position, Matt
Covington came up to finish sixth
with Alex Sewell seventh. Also hav-
ing to dig out of a hole, Oklahoma's
Blake Hahn tore through the field to
eighth from 19th with Brandon
Hanks from 15th to finish ninth.
Howard Moore completed the top-
ten.

The American Bank of Okla-

homa ASCS Red River Region re-
turns to action against the Lucas
Oil ASCS National Tour presented
by the MAVTV Motorsports Net-
work at the Texas Motor Speedway
Dirt Track on April 7 and 8. The
ASCS Mid-South Region will run
again on June 9 at the Batesville
Motor Speedway.

For continued updates on the
American Sprint Car Series and the
over 150 events across the ASCS
Nation in 2017, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com.

ASCS Red River and
NCRA Team Up For
Park City Cup/Air
Capital Shootout

TULSA, OK - Teaming up to
make the Park City Cup/Air Capital
Shootout even bigger, the Ameri-
can Bank of Oklahoma ASCS Red
River Region presented by Smi-
ley's Racing Products will join to-
gether with the National
Championship Racing Association
(NCRA) for a showdown at 81
Speedway in Park City, Kan.

Slated for Friday, April 21 and
Saturday, April 22 the $15,000 to
win, $1,000 to start event was orig-
inally re-scheduled to April 28 and
29.

For more information concerning
81 Speedway call (316) 755-1781
or find them online at
www.race81speedway.com.

Concerning the original dates for
April 21 and 22, Creek County
Speedway will not be rescheduled.
The team at Texarkana 67 Speed-
way is looking for another date. An
announcement will be made if an-
other date is booked.

For continued updates on the
American Sprint Car Series, from
the National Tour to any of the
seven Regional Tours that make up
the ASCS Nation and its over 150
nights of racing in 2017, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com.
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s Johnny Herrera Sweeps

The ASCS Southwest
Shootout

Johnny Herrera swept the weekend with the ASCS Southwest Se-
ries at Southern New Mexico Speedway. (ASCS photo)

Derek Hagar pulled out the win in the Mid South/Red River Show-
down at I-30 Speedway. (Jimmy Jones/ASCS photo)



Atlanta Motor
Speedway

HAMPTON, GA -
After an in-depth re-
view and exhaustive
consultations with
NASCAR, Goodyear,
race teams and driv-
ers, Atlanta Motor
Speedway has
elected to postpone its
plan to resurface the
20-year-old 1.54-mile
racing surface at least
until after its 2018
NASCAR weekend.

The aged, abra-
sive surface, last
paved in 1997 when

the track was reconfigured into its
current quad-oval layout, is well-
known for producing slick and chal-
lenging racing conditions and
causes some of the fastest tire fall-
off of any track on the circuit. AMS
is a favorite among many active
drivers in all three of NASCARʼs
national touring series, and a large
number of them voiced their prefer-
ence to delay the new surface.

After originally announcing plans
to resurface in January, AMS will
continue a meticulous maintenance
program in an effort to maintain the
surface and prevent further deteri-
oration. Additionally, patch work on
the current asphalt will be com-
pleted where necessary. Track offi-
cials will reevaluate its condition
following the 2018 triple-header
NASCAR weekend and determine
then whether to resume the resur-
facing plans, which called for new
asphalt to be lain over top the cur-
rent surface.

“We appreciate all of the input
we have received from key individ-
uals in the NASCAR industry, as
well as our customers,” said Ed
Clark, Atlanta Motor Speedway
president. “The overwhelming ma-
jority have urged us to hold off on
paving so that we can enjoy at least
one more weekend of high-speed
slipping and sliding in 2018 before
the new surface is installed.”

Since it was paved in 1997, the
track has hosted 32 Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series races,
20 NASCAR XFINITY Series
races, 16 NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series races, eight
ARCA Racing Series races, four In-
dyCar Series races and countless
U.S. Legends and Bandolero car
races on its quarter-mile “Thunder
Ring.”

NASCAR racing returns to At-
lanta Motor Speedway in 2018 for
its 58th straight year with adrena-
line-pumping action from all three
national touring series. For more in-

formation or to purchase tickets,
contact the Atlanta Motor Speed-
way ticket office at (770) 946-4211,
(877) 9-AMS-TIX or visit www.at-
lantamotorspeedway.com.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - Once

again Texas Motor Speedway and
Levy Restaurants have put on their
thinking caps to amaze their fans
with another creation for them to
enjoy at the O'Reilly Auto Parts 500
weekend.

Fans can cure their need for a
bacon-infused treat this April by en-
joying the newest member of the
best concession items in motor-
sports - the Hawg Heaven Burro
Grande.

The Hawg Heaven Burro
Grande is the next generation of
the successful, bacon-infused
Hawg Heaven line that is anything
but little. Levy Restaurants Execu-
tive Chef Lincoln Engstrom's
newest creation is sure to entice all
race fans to check it out.

The Hawg Heaven Burro
Grande is an oversized burrito
stuffed with pork carnitas crisped
with pecan wood smoked shoulder
bacon, tomato cilantro rice, bacon
and jalapeno-studded ranch beans,
queso, pickled red onion, and
Fritos for crunch. It's then topped
off with bacon avocado crema and
sriracha aioli.

The specialty concession item is
only available at concession stand
405 inside Gate 4. Priced at only
$11, it will be on sale during the
NASCAR doubleheader weekend
that features the NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series My Bariatric Solutions
500 on Saturday, April 8 and the
O'Reilly Auto Parts 500 on Sunday,
April 9.

"The Hawg Heaven line of con-
cession items continue to grow in
popularity every race weekend,"
Engstrom said. "This burro grande
is a meal all by itself and I'm sure
race fans will enjoy it during the

weekend."
The Hawg Heaven concession

line began in 2013 with Hawg
Heaven Bacon Cotton Candy and
has featured the Shake 'n Bacon
Brew bacon-infused beer milk-
shake, Bacon Nachos, Queso
Wings, Double Barrel Dawg, the
Final Rocky Road-eo ice cream
sundae honoring Jeff Gordon's final
season in 2015, the BBQ Melt, the
Ranchero Dawg and the Three Lit-
tle Pigs at last November's race
weekend.

For race tickets, please visit tex-
asmotorspeedway.com or call the
Texas Motor Speedway ticket office
at (817) 215-8500.

Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON, SC - Two of

South Carolinaʼs premier sports
traditions are partnering together
for a fun day at the ballpark for its
fans on Saturday, April 8.

Darlington Raceway, the iconic
NASCAR track, will sponsor the
Coastal Carolina University base-
ball game against Louisiana-
Lafayette at Springs Brooks
Stadium in Conway, SC. Coastal
Carolina is the defending NCAA
College World Series champions.

The game, slated for a 2 p.m.
start on April 8, will feature in-game
promotions, race ticket giveaways
and much more. The Darlington
Raceway pace car will also be on
display at the stadium that day.

“Weʼre pleased to sponsor a
Coastal Carolina baseball game
this season,” track President Kerry
Tharp said. “Coastal Carolinaʼs
baseball team had a magical run to
the College World Series title last
year. Their championship brought a
great deal of pride to our state and
weʼre excited to build
a strong partnership
with them this year.”

Following their
College World Series
championship in
2016, CCU head

baseball coach Gary Gilmore was
honored during Bojanglesʼ South-
ern 500 pre-race ceremonies.
Members of the team were also
honored during the trackʼs
NASCAR XFINITY Series Sport
Clips Haircuts VFW 200 race last
September.

College students attending the
game are encouraged to visit the
trackʼs information booth to learn
about its college ticket program,
which is an affordable way for stu-
dents to enjoy the Bojanglesʼ
Southern 500 with a fun tailgating
atmosphere.

Tickets for the CCU game
against Louisiana-Lafayette are
available by visiting www.GoC-
CUSports.com. 

Darlington Racewayʼs award-
winning throwback campaign is
now The Official Throwback Week-
end of NASCAR featuring the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500® on Sun-
day, Sept. 3, 2017. The NASCAR
XFINITY Series Sport Clips Hair-
cuts VFW 200 will race on Satur-
day, Sept. 2, 2017. Tickets are on
sale now by calling 866-459-7223
or visiting DarlingtonRaceway.com.

You can keep up with all of the
latest news from Darlington Race-
way at DarlingtonRaceway.com, on
Facebook at Facebook.com/Dar-
lingtonRaceway and on Twitter at
Twitter.com/TooToughToTame.
Fans are encouraged to post their
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500 stories
and memories at #TraditionContin-
ues, #BojanglesSo500 and #Sport-
Clips200.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - Monster Energy

NASCAR Cup Series drivers Dan-
ica Patrick and A.J. Allmendinger
will make appearances at the
Autism Awareness Day at the Race
program at Dover International
Speedway on Sunday, June 4. 

Patrick and Allmendinger will
meet and greet families of children
on the autism spectrum before rac-
ing in the “AAA 400 Drive for
Autism” Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series race at the Monster
Mile.

In its sixth consecutive year,
Autism Awareness Day at the
Races, provides families with a
sensory-friendly environment to
enjoy NASCAR. The event is a joint 

(Continued Next Page)
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Texas Motor Speedway will serve the new Hawg Heaven Burro
Grande at their races. (TMS photo)



Continued…

effort between Dover
International Speed-
way and Autism
Delaware, supported
by AAA Mid-Atlantic
and Ollieʼs Bargain
Outlet.

The Autism
Awareness Day at the
Races ticket package
includes seating in the
enclosed grandstands
at the Monster Mile,
which offers views of
the backstretch as
well as the highly-
banked concrete

turns. In five years, more than
3,000 people have participated in
the program.

Other Autism Awareness Day at
the Races highlights include infor-
mation booths with items of interest
to families affected by autism, a hot
lunch buffet, non-alcoholic bever-
ages and much more.

As in years past, a reserved
area near the grandstand seats will
provide a quiet zone, with muted
lighting and sound, allowing atten-
dees to take a break from the race
and crowds when necessary. The
room includes comfortable seating,
games, and video screens to help
fans keep up with the race or watch
family friendly movies. Autism
Delawareʼs service professionals
will also be on hand to assist fami-
lies as needed.

Autism Awareness Day at the
Races tickets cost $95 for adults
and $25 for children ages 12 and
under. Call 800-441-RACE or visit
DoverSpeedway.com to order. 

The June 2-4, 2017, NASCAR
tripleheader weekend at Dover In-
ternational Speedway also includes
the NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series race on Friday, June 2 and
the NASCAR XFINITY Series race
on Saturday, June 3.

Another NASCAR tripleheader
weekend returns to the Monster
Mile in the fall, from Sept. 29-Oct.
1, featuring the NASCAR K&N Pro
Series East on Friday, Sept. 29, the
“Drive Sober 200” presented by the
Delaware Office of Highway Safety
NASCAR XFINITY Series race on
Saturday, Sept. 30 and the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series race
on Sunday, Oct. 1, which will serve
as the first elimination race in the
2017 Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series playoffs.

For tickets or more information,
call 800‐441‐RACE or visit Dover-
Speedway.com. You can also keep
up with the Monster Mile at Face-
book.com/DoverInternational-

Speedway, or on Twitter and Insta-
gram at @MonsterMile.

Kansas Speedway
KANSAS CITY, KS - As race

fans continue to ask for new park-
ing and tailgate options, Kansas
Speedway is introducing some new
options for 2017 while keeping gen-
eral parking free for fans. 

These parking and tailgate op-
tions are limited and must be pre-
purchased. Passes will be
available until April 28 or spaces
are sold out. Passes for these op-
tions will be mailed. 

New options include:
• Premium Tailgating – These

spots are available for the ultimate
tailgaters. Individual parking
spaces, located in the first row of
the Reserved lots, are striped and
numbered and fans can utilize the
grass area between their spot and
Daytona Drive. These spots are
available to passenger vehicles
only (no branded catered trucks,
large box trucks, buses, RVʼs, trac-
tor-trailers, etc.). Spots are avail-
able for $150 for the weekend on a
first come-first served basis and
must be pre-purchased. Additional
details will be provided closer to the
race weekend. Overnight parking is
not permitted. 

• Paid Parking (Lots 5 & 6) – For
fans who want to park closer to the
track with great access to the Dis-
play area and grandstand gates.
Season ticket holders are currently
provided one Paid Parking pass
per account but are able to buy ad-
ditional passes for $35 each. Ac-
counts with eight or more tickets
purchased will receive one addi-
tional pass at no additional cost.

• RV Early Entry Pass – Avail-
able to current RV customers, fans
can purchase an RV Early Entry
Pass to gain access to their as-
signed Kansas Speedway RV
space an hour earlier on each cor-
responding load-in day. Available
for $75 per weekend, the RV Early
Entry Pass allows RV owners to
avoid the longer line for inspection
and entry.

• Lot 25 Passes –Campers can
now purchase one additional Lot
25 pass per race weekend for an
additional passenger vehicle to
park overnight. For $50 per week-
end, Lot 25 passes will only be
available for purchase at the
Kansas Speedway ticket office. 

To purchase any of these op-
tions, call the Kansas Speedway
Ticket Office Monday – Friday from
9 AM – 5 PM at 913.328.3391. 

NASCAR returns to Kansas
Speedway on Friday, May 12 with
the NASCAR Camping World Truck

Series Toyota Tundra 250, and Sat-
urday, May 13 with the Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series Go
Bowling 400 under the lights. In
October, the Hollywood Casino 400
is an elimination race in the playoffs
on Sunday, Oct. 22. The NASCAR
XFINITY Series Kansas Lottery
300 will again be a part of the play-
offs for the NASCAR XFINITY Se-
ries on Saturday, Oct. 21. Tickets
are currently on sale by calling
866.460.RACE (7223) or online
at www.kansasspeedway.com.

General parking is always free at
Kansas Speedway and fans can
bring in one 14x14x14-inch soft-
sided cooler with their favorite food
and beverages.

Fans can follow Kansas Speed-
way on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/kansasspeedway or on
Twitter (@kansasspeedway).

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - Race fans are

invited to join the celebration as
“The King” Richard Petty cele-
brates his 80th birthday during the
Toyota/Save Mart 350 at Sonoma
Raceway on Sunday, June 25.

“Party with Petty” will serve as
the centerpiece of the Pre-Race
show powered by Friedmanʼs
Home Improvement just hours be-
fore the green flag falls on the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
main event.

Fans will have stage-front ac-
cess for the party, which includes a
Q&A with Petty, as well as the pres-
entation of a birthday cake and
chorus of “Happy Birthday” for The
King. 

The only way to access this spe-
cial celebration is to purchase the
racewayʼs NASCAR Total Access
pass. This package includes a Sun-
day reserved seat, NASCAR Driv-
ersʼ Meeting access, Pre-Race
Pass and a FanVision unit for as lit-
tle as $149; a savings of 20%.

The Pre-Race Show Powered
by Friedmanʼs Home Improvement
will also feature the popular Patri-
ots Jet Team six-jet air show, an
aerial stunt performance by Brad
Wursten, driver introductions and a
dynamic anthem flyover. The Total
Access pass also includes exclu-
sive access to the NASCAR Driv-
ersʼ Meeting. 

Party with Petty is part of a 10-
month long campaign to celebrate
the 80th birthday of the NASCAR
Hall of Fame driver and owner. The
Petty family, well known for giving
back to local communities and race
fans, is now turning the table, al-
lowing fans to give their thanks to
"The King”. The Petty family has
also introduced a celebration cal-

endar at www.KINGs80th.com.
For more information or to pur-

chase your tickets, call 800-870-
7223 or visit www.sonoma
raceway.com/nascar.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Extremely

limited quantities remain for Tal-
ladega Superspeedwayʼs one-of-a-
kind Sunday VIP Experience. The
behind-the-scenes opportunity
gives fans unprecedented access
to NASCARʼs Biggest and Baddest
track prior to Sundayʼs GEICO
500 that includes a personal
tour by Motor Racing Network
(MRN) personality Glenn Jarrett, as
well as other incredible benefits.

The Sunday VIP Experience al-
lows fans the chance to witness the
intense race day preparation prior
to the running of the GEICO 500.

The popular Jarrett is a former
driver in NASCARʼs XFINITY
and Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series. He has been a television
and radio broadcaster in the sport
for many years and is currently a pit
road reporter for MRN. He is the
brother of two-time Talladega Su-
perspeedway winner Dale Jarrett
and the son of two-time NASCAR
champ Ned Jarrett.

The Sunday VIP Experi-
ence ($399) with includes:

• 90-minute guided tour of the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries Garage, MRN broadcast
hauler, and pit road by Glenn Jar-
rett

• Use of Racing Electronics
headsets to provide clear commu-
nication with Jarrett during the “per-
sonal” guided tour

• Photo opportunity in Gatorade
Victory Lane with the TSS trophy,
which will be awarded to the winner
of the GEICO 500 just hours later

• Reserved area near the front of
the pre-race stage during GEICO
500 driver introductions, which
is set for 12:20 PM prior to the
green flag at 1:00 PM (CDT)

• Hot Lap around NASCARʼs
Most Competitive track – Talladega
Superspeedway - in an Official
Race Day Grand Marshal Car

• VIP parking behind the Tri-Oval
Tower

*Please Note: Each guest must
have a grandstand ticket to
the GEICO 500.

For general ticket information for
the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Seriesʼ GEICO 500, Sparks Energy
300 NASCAR XFINITY Series
race, or the General Tire 200 ARCA
Racing Series Presented by
Menards event, log on to www.tal-
ladegasuperspeedway.com or call
1-877-Go2-DEGA.
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Hickory Motor
Speedway

Hickory Motor
Speedway played host
to the 6th Annual Fin-
ish Line Heating & Air
Spring Classic with
beautiful weather and
a great slate of racing
on Saturday night.

Leading off the
night would be the
Catawba Realty & In-
surance Classic
Sportsmen Racing As-
sociation with Eddie
Gilbert in the # 95
leading the field to the
green flag after pole

sitter Bill Lett in the #4 would start
in the rear as the feature winner in
the last event. Gilbert would jump
out to the early lead with Daniel
Werner in the #19 giving chase.
Gilbert would hold on for the win by
a car length over the hard charging
Werner, who would finish 2nd. Bill
Webb in the #16 would finish 3rd
with William Powell in the #71 and
Robert Webb in the #6 rounding
out the top 5.

Next up would see the One De-
sign Super Trucks hit the track with
fast timer Tyler Dayton in the #36
pacing the field with Joey Shuryan
in the #30 to his outside. Shuryan
would use the outside groove to
move to the point and lead the first
10 laps with the top 5 all running
nose to tail. Dayton would move
under Shuryan at lap 10 and bring
Sheflon Clay in the #15 with him for
2nd. Contact among the top 5
would send Charlie Neill in the #26
spinning and the caution would fly
at lap 12. On the restart Dayton
would move around Shuryan and
pull out to the lead. Another caution
would fly on lap 18 as Shuryan
would spin after contact in turn 2.
The restart would once again see
Dayton resume the lead, this time
pulling around Clay. Dayton would
go on to take the victory with Clay
finishing 2nd. Neill would battle
back to finish 3rd after his early
spin, Shuryan would also battle
back after his spin and finish 4th,
and Allen Huffman in the #51 would
work his way back through the field
after having to pit to secure a
fender that had been knocked
loose during the close racing.

The Cosmo Motors Street
Stocks would be the next to hit the
track with Kevin Eby in the #03 on
the pole. Eby would lead much of
the race but the #18 of Cody De-
Marmels would stay in his tire
tracks and eventually make his
move late in the race. The pair
would battle side by side for several

laps until DeMarmels would finally
work his way around and to the
point. DeMarmels would drive on to
the win with Eby finishing 2nd and
Mark Whitten in the #77 coming
home in 3rd. The battle for 4th and
5th was a good one as Marshall
Sutton in the #64, Eric Evans in the
#07, and Chris Werner in the #22
would have a spirited battle for the
final top 5 slots. Evans would finally
get around for 4th and bring

Werner with him for 5th.
The 6th annual running of the

Finish Line Heating & Air Spring
Classic for the Paramount Auto
Group Limited Late Models and
Round #3 of the Paramount Kia Big
10 Challenge would roar to life next
with an additional $500.00 added to
the purse for any of the Hickory
Motor Speedway Paramount Auto
Group Limited Late Models that
could take the checkered flag. Dex-
ter Canipe Jr in the #23 would grab
the pole, Jeremy Pelfrey in the #51
would start from the 2nd spot,
Shane Lee in the #00 and Ryan
Vasconcellos in the #10 would
make up row 2. As the green flag
would fall Canipe and Pelfrey
would battle side by side for the top
spot. Canipe would use the pre-
ferred inside line to move to the
point after several laps. The top 10
cars would get nose to tail and just
inches apart for the next 40 laps or
so with the occasional pass for po-
sition but no one checking out from
the field and everyone staying
within striking distance. One of
those making the occasional pass
would be the #9 of Charlie Watson.
Watson would methodically work
his way through the pack and just
before the halfway point he would
work his way around Canipe and to
the point. A caution on lap 53 would
see the field reset with a few com-

ing to pit road to make adjustments
but the duo of Watson and Canipe
were pleased with their rides and
stayed out on the track. When they
went back to green Watson would
move back to the top spot with Ca-
nipe hugging his rear bumper. The
pair would continue like this for the
balance of the event to take the
checkered flag. Canipe would
make a look to the inside but Wat-
son would prove too strong and

hold him off for the win. Canipe
would finish 2nd with Monty Cox in
the #21 having a strong run to fin-
ish 3rd. Ryan Vasconcellos in his
first appearance this season in the
#10 would work his way back from
the back of the pack after a pit stop
at lap 53 to finish 4th. Lee would
hold off the hard charging Alex
Reece in the #18 and Pat Rachels
in the #34 to finish 5th.

The 4-Cylinders would be next
to hit the track with Curtis Pardue
in the #17 leading the field to
green. Pardue would have a strong
hotrod on the night and would drive
on to the win with the #6 of Brian
Mundy finishing 2nd. Robbie Lewis
in the #98 and Robert Trivette in
the #11 would finish 3rd and 4th re-
spectively.

The Covington Dental Smash
and Crash division would be the
last to hit the track but their reputa-
tion had preceded them and the
vast majority of fans waited to see
the sedan slugfest, as did the com-
petitors from the other divisions as
they lined pit road to watch as well.
From the standing start green flag
to the checkers, and even including
a rare red flag to remove a couple
of damaged cars in unsafe posi-
tions, semi-controlled chaos would
be the order of the day. Spinning
Limos, bump drafting on a 3/8 mile
bull ring, and a field of damaged

cars that even the best of body
men couldnʼt help would keep the
crowd happy and cheering for more
as the checkered flag would fall on
Matt Fox in the #3.

Next week the NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series will return
to action with Advance Auto Parts
Night at the Races with Twin 40 lap
features for the NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series Bojangles Late
Models. Also in action are the Para-
mount Auto Group Limited Late
Models, Cosmo Motors Street
Stocks, One Design Super Trucks,
and the Renegades. 
Gates will open at 5pm, Qualifying
at 5:30pm, Autograph Session at
6:30pm, and Racing at 7:30pm.

Tickets only $12.50 Adults,
$10.50 Seniors/Youth(11-19), and
Children 10 & under FREE!

For more information check out
our website at www.hickorymotor-
speedway.com, Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Selins-

grove Speedwayʼs 2017 season
opener is set for 6 p.m. Saturday,
April 8, featuring the central Penn-
sylvania 360 sprint cars and the
Empire Super Sprint (ESS) series
in the Sprint Car Spring Showdown
presented by Sunoco Race Fuels
and Stinger Racing Alcohol. 

Joining the 360 sprint cars on
the racing card will be the super
late models and pro stocks. Track
gates will open at 4 p.m. for the
speedwayʼs 55th consecutive sea-
son opener. 

The 25-lap Sunoco Race
Fuels/Stinger Racing Alcohol 360
Sprint Car Showdown will pay
$2,500 to win and $300 to start out
of a lucrative $13,725.00 purse.
360 sprint car rules from the major
sanctioning groups will be permit-
ted for this event, including a mini-
mum 1,475-pound weight rule (car
and driver). 

“We would like to thank Bruce
Insigner at Insinger Performance in
Dushore for bringing the Sunoco
Race Fuels and Stinger Racing Al-
cohol title sponsorship to this clas-
sic open wheel race,” said
speedway general manager Steve
Inch. “Weʼre looking forward to an-
other exciting showdown between
the top 360 sprint car drivers in the
northeast in the Opener!” 

The rain date for the Sprint Car
Spring Showdown, if needed, will
be 6 p.m. Saturday, April 15. 

In last yearʼs opener, Cody
Keller of Selinsgrove scored the
360 sprint car victory over the stel-
lar 33-car field, while Jeff Rine of

(Continued on next page…)
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The One Design Super Trucks go three-wide off turn four with
Norville (91), Long (45) and Huffman (51) racing for position.
(SHERRI STEARNS photo)



(Continued…)

Danville and Andrew
Shoop of Mifflintown
won the super late
model and pro stock
openers, respectively. 

The speedway will
hold an open practice
session 2-5 p.m. this
Saturday, April 1,
weather and grounds
conditions permitting.
Track gates will open
at 1 p.m. Practice day
pit passes will be $20.
Grandstand admission
will be free for practice
day. 

Selinsgrove Raceway Parkʼs
17th anniversary go kart season
opener is slated for 1 p.m. Sunday,
April 2. Track gates will open at 11
a.m. 

For a complete schedule, the lat-
est news, results, and race status,
visit selinsgrovespeedway.com or
follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
The track office can be reached at
570.374.2266.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Kingsport

Speedway has postponed the
event scheduled for this Friday,
March 31 to next Friday, April 7. 

With the National Weather Serv-
ice forecasting rain for much of the
day Friday, Kingsport Speedway
officials have decided to postpone
the race one week. The Speedway
was initially scheduled off for next
Friday, making that a perfect op-
portunity to make up the race. 

“The rain is honestly a blessing
this week with the passing of the
mother of Karen Tunnell (Kingsport
Speedway general manager),” said
Chase Brashears, public relations
representative for Kingsport
Speedway. “We look forward to
racing under the lights next Friday
night.” 

The event details and schedule
that were set for this week will be
carried over into next Friday night. 

For up-to-date information, visit
newkingsportspeedway.com.

Antioch Speedway
MORGANTON, NC - Aaron Har-

ris #17 lead every lap on his way to
Victory and the Heintz performance
Renegade V8. Aaron Gragg  fin-
ished second, Lowell Wagner
#13W third and Damian Patton #51
who had been running second
most of the event slowed  at the
end with a fourth-place finish and
Isaiah Manis  #8 fifth.

JW Hicks #00 made his first try
in a V8 racecar payoff by winning

the TJʼs Motorsports warehouse
Thunder bombers race. John McEl-
rath #63 pressured Hicks the entire
event but had to settle for second.
Blake Walker #63B (pure stock V8)
finished third, Joseph Duckworth
#13 fourth and Leeann Saulman
#4S rounding out the top five. Greg
Brown #20 cross the line in second
but was disqualified at post race in-
sertion.

Trevor Chatham #00 Led
flag2flag winning the James Wag-
ner welding super stock 4 event.
Tim Bristol #71 pressured Chatham
every lap to finish second. Paul
Butler #6 finished third and Steve
Annas  #7 fourth.  

Riley Dunford #18d only Led two
laps to  take the Victory in the RPM
graphics Pure Stock 4 race. Scott
Jones #4 jumped out front at the
drop of the green with Jason Potter
#59 and Dunford  in Hot Pursuit,
Potter pressured Jones the entire
event until they tangle going into
three with two laps remaining.
Jones and Potter slid high allowing
Dunford to take the lead. 

Dunford went on to take the
checkered flag. Jason Potter man-
aged to hold on to finish second
and brother Jeremy Potter #579 fin-
ished third. Philip Benfield #60
fourth with BJ link #21 rounded out
the top five.

Isaac wheeler #57 made it look
easy winning the extreme FWD
event. Blake Walker #828 finished
a distant second, Pie short #P1E
third, Timmy Wilson #777 fourth
and Lance Young #69 fifth.

Colby Burks #73 led the entire
event to take home the victory In
the MADDOX ENERGY  drink
Young guns race. Mason Pugh #22
past Alexis Motes #12 with two laps
remaining to finish second. Motes
manage to hold on the 3rd with a
flat tire. Jacob Tarin #2 fourth and
Riley Miller in his first race ever Fin-
ished 5th.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - With

practice completed on Saturday,
delayed once by weather, the stock
car racing battles get started this
Saturday, April 8th, at Grandview
Speedway. A tripleheader show of
NASCAR racing featuring the
T.P.Trailers 358 Modifieds, BRC
Late Models and Sportsman stock
cars will kick off the 55th consecu-
tive season of stock car racing at
the Bechtelsville track as racers
battle for the lucrative NASCAR
and track titles. 

Many of the top talents in area
dirt track Modified racing are ex-
pected to be in action including 10-
time track champion Jeff Strunk,
Craig VonDohren, Duane Howard,
Frank Cozze, Ray Swinehart, Doug
Manmiller and many others.

The 358 Modifieds will top off
their qualifying heat races with a
30-lap main event while the BRC
Late Models and Sportsman stocks
will all follow their qualifying action
with 25-lap features featuring the
best performers of the night.

All the action will be recorded by
RCN TV and shown on air at later
dates.

Good news for race fans, in ad-
dition to all the exciting racing ac-
tion being offered, prices for tickets
for regular Saturday racing action
will remain the same as they have
been for a number of years. Adults
are admitted for just $15 while
youngsters 11 and under are given
free admission. There will be in-
creases in ticket prices for special
Saturday night events.

As in the past all April Saturday
night races will start at 7 p.m. with
spectator gates opening at 5 p.m.
Starting time will change to 7:30
p.m. with the first Saturday night
race in May.

Coming up on Saturday, April
15th will be the first special event of
the season for the NASCAR racers

with a 35-lap feature topping the
program for the T.P.Trailers 358
Modifieds. In addition the BRC Late
Models and Sportsman stock cars
will see action. The modifieds will
be racing for $3500 to win.  Adult
admission for this event will be $20
for adults while youngsters 6 thru
11 will pay $5. Kids under 6 are ad-
mitted free.

The first Sunday afternoon Out-
law Enduro and Blast from the Past
Vintage Car doubleheader will take
place on April 9th with a 1 p.m.
starting time.

Season tickets, covering Satur-
day night events April thru the Free-
dom 76, remain available for $350.

Information on racing at Grand-
view Speedway can be found on
the all new website, www.grand-
viewspeedway.com, Facebook and
Twitter. The track phone number is
610.754.7688.

Grandview Speedway, consid-
ered one of the top performing
NASCAR weekly short track in the
nation, is a one-third-mile, banked
clay oval located on Passmore
Road, just off Route 100 in Bech-
telsville, PA. The popular racing fa-
cility offers a full array of quality
concessions are reasonable prices
along with a well stock novelty
stand. Fans are invited to visit the
racers in the pit area after the
events have been completed. For
racing information telephone
610.754.7688, visit www.grand-
viewspeedway.com or check
Grandview on Facebook and Twit-
ter.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - Itʼs nearly

time to flip the page of the calendar
to April.  And that means weʼre well
into the countdown towards open-
ing night of dirt track racing action
that is just over two weeks away at
Dodge City Raceway Park.

The 2017 season kicks off at the
state-of-the-art 3/8-mile Dodge City
Raceway Park clay oval on Satur-
day night, April 15, with a full slate
of championship chase action in-
cluding Precise Racing Products
DCRP Sprint Cars, IMCA Modi-
fieds, IMCA Sport Modifieds, IMCA
Stock Cars and IMCA Hobby
Stocks.

The April 15 season opener will
go green at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are
just $15 for adults with children 11
and under admitted free when ac-
companied by an adult.  Pit passes
are $30.

It marks the first of a dozen
nights of championship chase ac-
tion at DCRP before closing out the
season with the return of the World

(Continued on next page…)
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Victory lane gets real crowded at the Antioch Speedway Saturday
night. (ANTIOCH SPEEDWAY photo)



(Continued…)

of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series on
October 27-28.

The DCRP Sprint
Cars and IMCA Modi-
fieds will be in action
over all 12 nights of
championship chase
action with the IMCA
Sport Modifieds, IMCA
Stock Cars and IMCA
Hobby Stocks each
getting in ten rounds of
competition.

Turpin, Okla-
homaʼs Taylor Ve-
lasquez reigns as

defending Precise Racing Products
DCRP Sprint Car champion after
outdistancing Wichitaʼs Mike Peters
by 50 points for the crown.  Nick
Link tries to repeat after capturing
his first IMCA Modified title in 2016,
Kevin Tabor goes after another title
after unseating Jeff Kaup in the
IMCA Sport Modified ranks,
Michael Pepper guns for a third
consecutive IMCA Stock Car title
and Matt OʼHair defends the IMCA
Hobby Stock crown.

The April 15 season opener
marks the first of two April events at
DCRP with Lewis Automotive Night
featuring all five championship
chase divisions to follow on Satur-
day, April 29.

It also begins an action packed-
season consisting of 14 overall
nights of competition including sev-
eral specials such as the $3,000-to-
win Lewis Automotive DCRP Sprint
Car Nationals on June 16-17, the
Fifth Annual Modified Stampede on
May 6, the Fourth Annual Sport
Modified Mayhem on August 19,
Driver Appreciation Night on July
28 and the Fifth Annual Jerry
Soderberg Memorial Champi-
onship event on September 16 be-
fore wrapping it up with the World
of Outlaws on October 27-28.

The complete 2017 schedule of
events at Dodge City Raceway
Park is available at
http://www.dodgecityraceway.com/
schedule/.

Driver registration is available as
well at http://www.dodgecityrace-
way.com/wp-content/uploads
/ 2 0 1 7 / 0 1 / D C R P - 2 0 1 7 -
Registration.pdf for those planning
to compete at Dodge City Raceway
Park in 2017.

Tickets to the April 15 DCRP
season opener are just $15 for
adults with children 11 and under
admitted free when accompanied
by an adult.  Pit passes are $30.

Dodge City Raceway Park is lo-
cated on the south edge of Dodge

City, KS, on US 283, then 0.9 miles
west on US 56, then 0.1 miles
south.  For more information, con-
tact the track at 620-225-3277 or
check www.dodgecityraceway
.com.

Volunteer Speedway
BULLS GAP, TN - There was no

foolinʼ around Saturday on April
Foolʼs Day at Volunteer Speedway,
it was all pure-speed racing excite-
ment on the high banks at  The
Gap. 

Ryan King of Seymour won for
the second consecutive week in
Steel Head Late Model, with Greg
Martin of Knoxville winning in Crate
Late Model, Heath Alvey of Dan-
dridge in Sportsman Late Model,
Chris Rickett of Morristown in Mod-
ified Street, and Lee Merritt of
Knoxville taking the Classic victory.
For Martin, Alvey and Merritt, they
each wrote their names in the Vol-
unteer Speedway record book with
their first-ever victories at the track.

King powered into the lead on
the start of the 30-lap Steel Head
Late Model feature over pole-sitter
Jason Cardwell and Josh Henry.
With the race running clean-and-
green, leader King was setting a
blistering pace out front, while
Cardwell, Henry, Bobby Mays,
Michael Smith, John Tweed and
Dale Ball were giving chase.

The eventʼs only caution waved
on lap 15, when third-running
Henry drifted high between turns
three and four and spun.

King brought the field back up to
speed off the restart leading Card-
well and Mays. The action intensi-
fied behind them as Smith, Tweed

and Ball battled for positions. Ball
got around both Tweed and Smith
to move into fourth in the running
order. 

Also up-on-the-wheel charging
back forward was Henry, as he
quickly got around Tweed and
Smith to move into the fifth spot.
Henry battled for a few circuits with
Ball before passing him for fourth
place on lap 26 between turns one
and two.

But out front there would be no
catching King, as he sped to victory
over Cardwell, Mays, Henry and
Ball.

Ross White jumped out into the
lead at start of the 30-lap Crate
Late Model feature over Greg Mar-
tin, Adam Tolliver, Tim Byrd and
Bryson Dennis. Caution quickly
waved working the second lap
when Tolliver spun in the fourth
turn.

The yellow was unfurled yet
again on the fifth circuit when Den-
nis Stiles spun in the fourth turn.
Before one lap was completed off
the restart, Byrd and Dennis tan-
gled on the front straightaway just
past the flag stand to end Byrdʼs
race with a badly damaged race
car, while Dennis was sent to the
rear for the next attempt to go
green.

With the field finally back up to
speed, White was leading Martin
and Danny Yoder. Just behind the
front trio Rusty Ballenger, Gary
Crittenden, Kenny Ford and Vic
Chandler were jockeying for real
estate. 

White and Martin were putting
on a show battling for the lead lap-
after-lap, before Martin was finally
able to pull off the pass to move

ahead right before the 20-lap mark.
Once out front, Martin drove to vic-
tory over White, Ballenger, Critten-
den and Yoder. � With Byrd being
eliminated in an early race crash,
he picked up the $100 Hard Luck
Award on the night from McCarter
Brothers Racing.

Heath Alvey set fast-time in
Sportsman Late Model qualifying at
13.746 seconds to win the Mc-
Carter Brothers Racing $100 pole
award, and then proceeded to lead
the 20-lap feature flag-to-flag for
the victory over a strong 21-car
field.

Alvey jumped out to the lead at
start over Brad Seagle and Jed
Emert. Caution waved on lap 8
when Brandon Taylor spun in the
fourth turn. The yellow waved once
again on lap 10, when Chuck Mc-
Murray and Richard Adkins spun
between turns one and two. 

Back under green Alvey was in
command out front, with Emert get-
ting around Seagle for second
place on lap 12. Alvey cruised to
victory over Emert, Seagle, Warren
McMahan and Rex Coffey.

Chris Rickett grabbed the lead
over Brett Miller and Gary Blanken
on the start of the 20-lap Modified
Street feature and never looked
back en route to capturing his sec-
ond win of the season. Rickett was
chased to the checkered flag by
Miller, Blanken, Bartley Grant and
Tracy Wolfe.

Lee Merritt held off a hard-
charging Richie Overholser racing
off the fourth turn to the checkered
flag to get the Classic victory. Fin-
ishing third through fifth, respec-
tively, were Eli Keck, Tony Trent
and Chris Worsham.
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Ryan King of Seymour, Tennessee captured his second consecutive Steel Head Late Model feature
win Saturday at Volunteer Speedway. (TODD REINERIO photo)


