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Win No. 5

Who Can Catch
Kevin Harvick?



While most cele-
brated Matt Kensethʼs
return to the track
again – especially
back at Roush Fenway
Racing – Saturday
nightʼs race at the
Kansas Speedway
wasnʼt about making a
sentimental come-
back.

It was
about getting

some much-needed an-
swers for a once-proud or-
ganization that hasnʼt been
a significant player in a
long time.

Kenseth made his first
of six selected races in
Roushʼs No. 6 Ford at
Kansas. He also will re-
place Trevor Bayne in the
next four races, as well as selected
events at Indianapolis on Sept. 9,
Dover on Oct. 7, Phoenix on Nov.
11 and the season-finale at Home-
stead on Nov. 18.

While Kenseth said more races
are in the planning stage, it proba-
bly wonʼt be enough time for him to
get everything figured out.

Because thereʼs that much work
to do.

Kensethʼs car wasnʼt allowed to
qualify because it flunked inspec-
tion, and it wasnʼt much better dur-
ing the race.

With the exception of being
passed, his car never was never
around the lead pack. After using
two free passes to get back on the
lead lap, he finally was involved in
a multi-car crash with 14 laps re-
maining to send him to a 36th-
place finish.

The problem wasnʼt under the
hood. Roush Yates Engines have
powered seven winning cars in 12
races this season, including
Kansas winner Kevin Harvick.

That left construction and se-
tups. And the gap between Roush
Fenway and the top teams is wide.
And growing.

While Kenseth approached his
first race back since being dumped
by Joe Gibbs Racing a year ago
without any expectations, he could-
nʼt help but to admit just how far
Roush Fenway is behind.

“I expected us to be a little more
competitive than that, so it was a
really tough weekend all around,”
he said. “We obviously have some
work to do. The good news is itʼs

got to get better.”
Thatʼs the only approach you

can take when you hit rock-bottom.
Roush cars won championships

for Kenseth in 2003 and Kurt Busch
in 2004, as well as 135 races
through the 2014 season. Since
then, the two lone wins were by
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. last season at
the two restrictor-plate tracks.

Stenhouse currently is 16th in
the car owner standings,
while the car being shared
by Kenseth and Bayne is
31st.

Kenseth knows
his new team is making a
desperate attempt to be
relevant again. For now,
heʼs willing to help.

“I think itʼs an in-
teresting challenge for me
not just being a driver,” he

said. “I hope I can be much more to
the organization. I hope there is a
lot of different ways I can help in.ʼʼ

Roush turned to Kenseth be-
cause heʼs out of answers.

“Itʼs a chance to look at our cars
and see if there is something glar-
ing that Matt sees with his experi-
ence,ʼʼ he said.

Kenseth has spent time back in
the shop, getting to know new peo-
ple and the way the team now does
business. Fridayʼs practice was the
first time heʼs been behind the
wheel of a race car since last year.
In fact, he admitted heʼs spent little
time even watching NASCAR on
television since he lost his ride.

“I have not been glued to the
TV,” Kenseth said. “Certainly, the
last few weeks when I knew I was
doing this Iʼve watched more and
read more competition-related stuff
than I did earlier in the year.

“Earlier in the year, not as much
but honestly it was pretty busy at
our house. 

The kids go to school all week
and we have Saturdays and Sun-
days off, probably spend more time
running around with them and
spending time with them more so
than watching the TV, but Iʼve cer-
tainly paid attention and the last
few weeks Iʼve watched more of it
than I did before that.”

If he had been watching, the
struggles at Roush Fenway may
not have been so alarming. Whatʼs
ahead is so daunting, itʼs impossi-
ble to think much further than the
next practice session.

“Professionally, I donʼt know that

I have a long-term goal,” Kenseth
said. “As far as the rest of it, I donʼt
feel like I have anything to prove to
anybody either. Short-term, I hope
to help the organization. Thatʼs kind
of why Jack and I decided to do
this.

“They needed to get their per-
formance up. Heʼs hoping I can
help with that. Iʼm hoping I can help
with that. Iʼm not really thinking very

far out at the moment to be honest
with you. Iʼm just trying to concen-
trate on this and do the best we can
this weekend and kind of evaluate
and see where weʼre at and try to
do better next week and so on and
so forth.”

With so much work to do, thereʼs
no time for being sentimental. That
will have to wait until he retires – for
good.
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DON COBLE

Kenseth, Back as The
Trouble-Shooter

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
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XFINITY 5 OnTrack 16-20
NASCAR Touring 7 ShorTrack 21-25
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Matt Kenseth is all smiles as he walks through the pits at Kansas
Speedway this past weekend. His mission is to help the Roush
Fenway teams to get their cars competitive. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP
photo)



This week, the
NASCAR Camping
World Truck and Mon-
ster Energy Cup Se-
ries (MECS) teams roll
into Charlotte Motor
Speedway for the first
time in 2018. And, in
light of recent an-
nouncements and ru-
mors, the
conversation in the
garage area and

media center should be very lively.
Several weeks ago, NASCAR

and Charlotte Motor Speedway
made the announcement that re-
strictor plates would be used on the
Monster Energy Cup Series cars
for the All-Star Race on Saturday,
May 19th. In case youʼre not that
familiar with restrictor plates, they
are used on engines to lower
horsepower and slow speeds. Cur-
rently, they are used on Cup Series
cars at Daytona and Talladega, two
very fast superspeedways on the
NASCAR circuit.

For the upcoming All-Star Race,
the aero package that will be used
consists of a restrictor plate, aero
ducts, a 6-inch high spoiler with two
12-inch ears, and the 2014 style
splitter. This is the same package
that was tried by NASCAR for the
Xfinity race at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway last year. The results
were amazing with record numbers
in race leaders, lead changes, and
green flag passes for the lead.

“NASCAR is committed to inno-
vation and will always work to im-
prove the racing product for every
series and venue,” Steve OʼDon-
nell, NASCAR Executive Vice-
President and Chief Racing
Development Officer said. “The
yearly Monster Energy NASCAR
All-Star Race is an opportunity to
see your favorite drivers compete
under a unique format and rules
package. The positive feedback fol-
lowing last yearʼs Xfinity race at In-
dianapolis gave us the foundation
to implement this dynamic package
for the All-Star Race. We believe
the hard work of the entire industry
will provide the best possible race
for our passionate fans.”

The reaction to the restrictor
plate announcement for the All-Star
Race provided some interesting
comments. Two spotters in the
MECS, Brett Griffin for Clint
Bowyer and T.J. Majors for Joey
Logano, offered some entertaining
thoughts on their Door, Bumper,

Clear podcast.
“Theyʼre gonna knock like 250

horsepower off,” Griffin stated. “Top
speed was gonna be around 170
mph. Itʼs a science experiment in
my opinion. And, if it goes well and
is entertaining, then theyʼll go back
and consider adding it (to regular
races).”

“Let me tell you this, if theyʼre
trying to
a c c o m -
plish pack
racing at
mile and a
h a l f s
( t r a c k s ) ,
youʼre get-
ting ready
to see a
bunch of
guys re-
tire,” Griffin added. “Everybody
over 35 years old is gonna go,
ʻHey, Iʼm done. Iʼve made my
money. Iʼve had my fun. Iʼm not
pack racing every week. Iʼm out.ʼ”

However, veteran spotter Majors
is fine with the move as long as itʼs
limited to the All-Star Race.

“I might be okay if itʼs just the All-
Star Race,” Majors said. “Itʼs a sep-
arate race.”

“The All-Star Race has a long
history of edginess and innovation,”
Marcus Smith, President and CEO
of Speedway Motorsports, Inc.
said. “We want to challenge driv-
ers, spark on-track action and cre-
ate the best show for the fans.”

“This race has al-
ways been a proving
ground for some of
the best innovations
in our sport, from run-
ning under the lights
to stage racing and
double-file restarts,”
Smith continued. “Itʼs
the perfect opportu-
nity to try something
different, and with a
10-lap shootout for a
million dollars, expect
the unexpected on
May 19.”

The format for the
Monster Energy
Open will be three
stages set at 20, 20,
and 10 laps respec-
tively. Each stage
winner will advance
to the main event, the
All-Star Race. The
format for the All-Star
Race will be stages

of 30, 20, 20, and 10 laps. Only
green-flag laps will count in the final
10-lap stage.

The field for the MECS All-Star
Race will include Cup race winners
in 2017 and 2018; former All-Star
Race winners who are competing
fulltime; MECS Champions who
are competing fulltime; the winner
of each of the three stages of the
Monster Energy Open; and the
winner of the 2018 fan vote.

A new format and a new set of
aero and restrictor plate rules, the
annual All-Star Race will, hopefully,
provide the answers to some com-
pelling questions.

The second major list of ques-
tions revolves around the Reuters
report that the France family, own-
ers of NASCAR, are exploring op-
tions that include a sale of majority
stake of the sanctioning body. In-
vestment bank Goldman Sachs
has been engaged to explore the
possibilities, ESPN confirmed.

The rumors of a potential sale
have existed for more than a
decade. However, amid NASCARʼs
struggles to attract fans, both
watching television and at-track,
the rumors have escalated in the
past year. Reuters reported that the
three public companies that own
tracks where NASCAR races suf-
fered a combined attendance rev-
enue decline of 54 % over the past
decade.

Add to those facts, the ratings
for many of the MECS races have
hit all-time lows. Many attribute the
decline to the exit of Jeff Gordon
and Dale Earnhardt Jr., arguably
two of the sportʼs most popular driv-
ers. Add to those two, Carl Ed-

wards, Tony Stewart, and Danica
Patrick, popular drivers who have
left the sport in recent years.

The sponsor issue has always
been a major topic of discussion in
our sport. However, with the recent
exit of long-time supporters Sprint,
UPS, Home Depot, and Target
among others, concern has risen
for the future. Loweʼs, an 18-year
supporter of Jimmie Johnson, an-
nounced that they were leaving the
sport after this season. And, Series
sponsor Monster Energy has com-
mitted for only one more year of
sponsorship of the premiere series.

Analysts have commented that
the France family should not shoul-
der all the blame for the current
problems, suggesting part of
NASCARʼs struggles are due sim-
ply to a younger market of potential
viewers who are not like the previ-
ous generation.

NASCAR President Brett Dewar
told employees last week that the
France family “remains dedicated
to the long-term growth of our
sport”.

“Our business is racing, thatʼs
what weʼre investing in,” Jim
France commented after the recent
purchase of the Automobile Racing
Club of America (ARCA) last
month. “Weʼve done it all of our
lives, and weʼre going to continue
to do it.”

Questions concerning any sale
of NASCAR will, more than likely,
not be answered at Charlotte this
week. Stayed tuned fans, this dis-
cussion will have many twists and
turns before it is resolved. My
guess is that the questions will far
outweigh the answers.
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KANSAS CITY,
KS - Kevin Harvick,
n i c k n a m e d
NASCARʼs “Closer,”
earned his moniker on
Saturday night at
Kansas Speedway,
passing reigning Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series champion
Martin Truex Jr. on the

next-to-last lap to add the KC Mas-
terpiece 400 to his collection of vic-
tories this season.

Charging from sixth place and
chasing race leader Martin Truex
Jr. after a restart on Lap 259 of 267,
Harvick found speed in the top lane
with five laps left and passed Truex
on the outside through Turns 3 and
4 on the penultimate lap.

In winning his second straight
race and his fifth in 12 starts this
season, Harvick beat Truex to the
finish line by .390 seconds. The vic-
tory was Harvickʼs third at Kansas
Speedway, tying him for most ever
at the 1.5-mile track.

“I think, as you look at the last
couple of laps, it wasnʼt working for
me on the bottom, and I was able
to make up some ground on the
top,” said Harvick, who will try to
win three straight races in the No. 4

Stewart-Haas Racing Ford for the
second time this season when
NASCARʼs top tour goes to Char-
lotte for the May 27 Coca-Cola 600. 

“I thought, if it came down to it, I
could pass him on the bottom, be-
cause my car went through (Turns)
1 and 2 on the bottom, or I could
drive through the middle of 3 and 4,
but I just had to pick which
lane.  He wasnʼt going to choose,
and he never chose the high lane,
and we were able to drive right by.”

Having taken the lead by staying
out on older tires after a caution for
an accident involving Kyle Larson
and Ryan Blaney on Lap 248,
Truex thought he could keep Har-
vick behind him over the closing
laps. That proved not to be the
case.

“I thought we were going to be
all right there,” said Truex, who was
trying for a third straight win at
Kansas. “Like three or four laps to
go, my car just got real tight, and I
chattered the right front off of Turn
4, and I was like, ʻOh boy, thatʼs not
good.ʼ 

“We had been so tight all night,
and I didnʼt know where to go once
he was getting there. If I go to the
top, heʼs just going to catch me on
the bottom. I might as well run

where I feel I can run the fastest,
and I did, and it just wasnʼt
enough.” 

The most violent accident of the
night set up the final restart with
nine laps left and the dramatic pass
for the victory. In Turn 4 on Lap
253, William Byron got loose un-
derneath Clint Bowyerʼs Ford and
knocked Bowyer up the track.
Byronʼs No. 24 Chevrolet slammed
into the outside wall with a bone-
rattling impact that lifted the rear of
the car off the pavement.

Byronʼs car landed on the hood
of Ryan Newmanʼs Chevrolet and
slid down the track with fire in the
engine compartment. All told,
seven cars were involved in the
wreck, including the No. 6 Ford of
Matt Kenseth, who finished 36th in
his first race of the season.

Byron was shaken but otherwise
unhurt after the multicar wreck.

“Yeah, that one hurt really bad,”
Byron said. “But Iʼm fine. We took
two tires there and couldnʼt get it
turned on the bottom and then got
sucked around at the last minute. I
just should have been lower on the
track than that. “Just couldnʼt ro-
tate. Couldnʼt cut. I think, overall,
we were trying to kind of push
some things there and it just didnʼt
work out. That was definitely the
hardest hit Iʼve been in. But Iʼm
thankful to be walking, so thatʼs
good.”

Joey Logano ran third, followed
by Larson and Denny Hamlin. Lar-
son made a remarkable recovery
after he and Blaney made contact
in Turn 1 on Lap 248, when Blaney
was trying to side-draft aggres-
sively. Blaney, who led 54 laps be-
fore the accident, slammed into the
Turn 1 wall and exited the race.

But Larson continued, and he
took on fresh rubber under the final
caution and charged through the
pack to fourth place.

“Blaney was side-drafting really
hard, and I was as high as I could
get, and we made contact, what-
ever, and we had a bunch of dam-
age,” said Larson, who won the
second stage and led a race-high
101 laps to Harvickʼs 79. “So I hate
that we didnʼt turn today into a win,
but itʼs satisfying to see how much
speed our car had tonight. 

“And, itʼs definitely good to show
that Chevy has a lot of speed, at
least in the No. 42 team. So weʼll
just keep working hard and try to
get as fast as the No. 4.”

Paul Menard, Erik Jones, Kurt
Busch, Aric Almirola and Kyle
Busch completed the top 10. Kyle
Busch retained the series lead by
12 points over Logano in second
place and 19 over Harvick in third.
Brad Keselowski (14th on Satur-
day) is a distant fourth, 107 points
back.
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Kevin Harvick to
Victory Lane at Kansas

Race winner Kevin Harvick may be running out of room on his #4 race car for the winnerʼs decals as
he put No. 5 in the books in Kansas. (BRIAN LAWDERMILK/GETTY IMAGES photo)

The final wreck of the race set up the run to the finish for Harvick
and Truex.  Here William Byron (24) lands on Ryan Newman (31)
with fire erupting. Also involved in the crash are Clint Bowyer (14),
Alex Bowman (88) and others. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)



KANSAS CITY,
KS - There are times
when redemption is
swift and merciful.
A week after throwing
away a chance to win
at Dover with a wreck
of his own making,
Noah Gragson scored

his first NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series victory of the season,
beating his car owner, Kyle Busch,
to the finish line in the 37 Kind Days
250 at Kansas Speedway.

Starting from the pole for the
second straight race, Gragson led
128 of 167 laps in his No. 18 Toy-
ota, swept all the stages of the
event and collected the second
NCWTS victory of his career.

“This is such a relief for a driver
who had a hard week last week
battling for the win,” said Gragson,
who was running side by side with
Johnny Sauter at Dover when he
lost control of his truck and backed
into the outside wall. “We came
back strong this weekend. Two
consecutive poles. We led the most
laps today. 

“Man, this is a pretty damn cool
moment.”

After passing Busch and third-

place finisher Stewart Friesen on
Lap 157—thanks to a four-tire call
by crew chief Rudy Fugle during a
green-flag pit stop on lap 134—
Gragson took the lead for good
when Myatt Snider ran out of gas
with five laps left.

Snider was one of five drivers
trying to stretch fuel to the end of
the race. One by one they fell by
the wayside, but not before muddy-
ing the waters in the closing laps.

“After the pit stop, I thought I
was going to be the leader, but they
told me that (fifth-place finisher)
Johnny (Sauter) was stretching it
on fuel,” Gragson said. “So I said,
ʻOK, maybe Iʼm running second.ʼ
Then they said the 52 (Friesen)
and the 4 (Busch) are a half a lap
ahead of you.

“And I thought that was for the
lead when I passed the 4 and I
passed the 52, and then they said
the 13 (Snider) was the leader. And
I said, ʻDang, how many leaders
are there going to be?”

As it turned out Snider was the
last one, and Gragson had come
full circle from his mistake at Dover.

Johnson Hunter Nemechek
came home fourth, followed by
Sauter and Matt Crafton. Cody

Coughlin, Grant Enfinger, Brandon
Jones and Justin Haley completed
the top 10.

With 23 laps left, Friesen forced
Busch down to the infield grass in
the tri-oval, costing Busch a chance
to pass the No. 52 Chevrolet and
put distance between himself and
Gragson.

Busch had taken right-side tires
only on his green-flag stop on Lap
139, and Gragson methodically
caught his car owner, making what
proved to be the winning pass with

10 laps left.
“The truck felt good after about

15 laps, but it took too long to come
in,” Busch said. 

“And there on that last run, we
didnʼt make enough adjustments.
We took two tires and we got way
too tight.

“But awesome run by Noah and
those guys. They deserve it—
theyʼre fast. They needed a boost
and they got one. Theyʼre going to
race for a championship, and hope-
fully this will help them get going.”
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Noah Gragson Gets
Quick Redemption

with NCWTS Victory
at Kansas

Noah Gragson climbs the fence to celebrate with the fans after
winning the 37 Kind Days 250 at Kansas Speedway. (SEAN GARD-
NER/GETTY IMAGES photo)

PHILADELPHIA,
PA - When Brandon
Jones, Ryan Reed
and Daniel Hemric
signed up for
NASCAR racing, run-
ning laps and doing
burnouts around City
Hall in Philadelphia
wasnʼt part of the job
description.

But thatʼs exactly
what those three
NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries drivers were doing
on Tuesday during the
Xfinity Philadelphia

Takeover as part of an outreach
event that has become an annual
occurrence in the City of Brotherly
Love.

More than a takeover, this was
an invasion. All told, 23 Xfinity Se-
ries drivers took part in an array of
activities designed to heighten
awareness of NASCAR racing in

general and the Xfinity Series in
particular. And Philadelphia cer-
tainly knew NASCAR was there.

Starting the parade in the
shadow of the towering Comcast
Center—headquarters of Xfinityʼs
parent company—Hemric, Reed
and Jones drove down Market
Street toward City Hall. Crowds of
spectators lined the barricades on
either side of the street, cell phones
in hand, shooting photos and
videos of the brightly colored cars.

Halfway around City Hall,
under the watchful eye of the
William Penn statue on top, Hem-
ric took a slight detour into a side
street and spun his No. 21 Chevro-
let in a wild burnout that covered
the block with a wall of smoke and
shredded his left rear tire.

The drivers completed two laps
around the iconic building and re-
turned to the Comcast Center,
where a Richard Childress Racing
pit crew changed the flat tire on

Hemricʼs car. 
The parade was the flashy

centerpiece of a day that started at
6 a.m., when the drivers boarded a
chartered jet at Statesville Regional
Airport in North Carolina, and
ended with a flight home Tuesday
night, after Hemric threw out the
first pitch at a Phillies home game
against the San Francisco Giants.

For the drivers, giving up a day
during an off week for the Xfinity
Series was a small price to pay for
the exposure they gained. Integral
to the Takeover were Dover Inter-
national Speedway, which hosted
races in all three national touring
series the previous weekend, and
Pocono Raceway, the venue for a
NASCAR weekend June 2-3.

“It was definitely a show, for
sure, down on the street,” Jones
said of the parade. “Phenomenal
for the fans, phenomenal for the
two race tracks that support it—
Pocono and Dover—and a great

way for us to show our appreciation
for Comcast.

As the third driver in the parade
line, Jones got a kick out of Hem-
ricʼs smoke show.

“I was so far behind there I
couldnʼt see what was going on,”
said Jones, who drives the No. 19
Toyota for Joe Gibbs Racing. “I
could see the smoke and every-
thing, and I was saying, ʻOh, man.
Itʼs got to be a good one.ʼ

“He came back out, and I saw
the wheel wobbling around and
saw where the quarter panel was
blown out, so that was funny to
see. But it made a good show for
the fans.”

Each of the 23 drivers got a
stack of 100 Pocono tickets to dis-
tribute to Philadelphians as an in-
troduction to the sport.

“I think this whole day is what
we need to do more of, basically,”
Reed said. “I think Xfinity Day is so
cool.”
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SOUTH BOSTON,
VA - Saturday night
short track racing is al-
ways bound to enter-
tain. And this time, it
provided two first-time
winners.

Tyler Ankrum and
Anthony Alfredo both
visited Victory Lane for
the first time in their
NASCAR K&N Pro
Series East careers
on Saturday evening
at South Boston

Speedway, each taking a check-
ered flag in the Whoʼs Your Driver
Twin 100ʼs.

But the way each driver did it
couldnʼt have been more different.

Ankrum, who had finishes of
fifth, fourth and third entering Sat-
urdayʼs event, ran up front all race
long in the first 100-lap race. He fin-
ished it off with his first win in the
K&N Pro Series and for his No. 17
TyCar Trenchless Tech/D&A Con-
crete Toyota team.

“The restarts were definitely cru-
cial,” Ankrum said. “With it being so
hard to pass here and the top being
so dominant it just makes it really
tough on the bottom. Getting the
lead was very important. Thatʼs
what we try to do every restart. We
had a fast car. I enjoyed the race,
itʼs nice leading laps and being up
front.”

In a race that saw multiple cau-
tions that left less than 10 cars run-
ning at the finish, Justin Carroll,
Colin Garrett, Marcos Gomes and
Tyler Dippel rounded out the top
five.

Ronnie Bassett Jr., Juan Manuel
Gonzalez, Spencer Davis, Chuck
Buchanan Jr. and Grant Quinlan
completed the top 10. Quinlan won
his first career pole earlier in the
day and led the opening half of the
race, but was forced to make re-
pairs due to a brake issue.

The second 100-lapper seemed
like it might mirror the first, until the
intensity ramped up in the closing
laps.

Chase Cabre looked to have the
race in hand for what would have
been his first K&N Pro East victory,
but Ankrum started running Cabre
down.

From 30 car lengths back, to 20,
then 15, 10, five …

From an entire straightaway be-
hind, Ankrum got to the bumper of
Cabre and was able to clear the
driver of the No. 4 momentarily.

That was until the two entered

Turns 3 and 4 with under 10 laps to
go. The two made slight contact
and Ankrum, who was on the out-
side, was sent spinning in Turn 4.
His chances at a win were gone.

That left Cabre in the cat birds
seat, until he experienced a carbon
copy of the Ankrum situation. Only
this time, it was Alfredo who ran
him down from a straightaway
back.

The two raced side-by-side com-
ing to and for most of the final lap.
But entering Turns 3 and 4, Cabre
was sent spinning into the wall and
Alfredo cruised to the checkered
flag.

“I got to his bumper in 3 and 4
coming to the white,” Alfredo saidn.

“So I moved him. We were racing
hard for the win. You gotta do what
you gotta do. We came from dead
last, so I wasnʼt going to cut these
guys short. Especially with how
hard theyʼve worked.”

Alfredo, who had results of 24th,
18th and second coming into South
Boston, was one of the cars in-
volved in a multi-car pileup in the
first race, forcing his MDM Motor-
sports crew to break out the back-
up and start the second event at
the rear.

“It just turned out that the back-
up was just as good if not better,
honestly,” Alfredo said. “I didnʼt
know what to expect with it. It was
incredible, especially considering
those unfortunate circumstances in
the first race, but weʼre all super ex-
cited right now.”

Dippel came home second and

Ankrum was able to rebound and
finish third, with Bassett Jr. and
Davis rounding out the top five.

Carroll, Quinlan, Dillon Bassett,
Gomes and Cabre completed the
top 10.

Ankrum was able to stretch his
lead over teammate Dippel to 11
points. Ronnie Bassett Jr. and Var-
gas are third and fourth respective,
while Alfredo and Gonzalez are tied
for fifth — on point ahead of Garcia
and jist nine points ahead of 10th.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
East will take a few weeks off be-
fore visiting visit Memphis Interna-
tional Raceway on Saturday, June
2 for the Memphis 150.

The Whoʼs Your Driver Twin
100ʼs will air on NBCSN. The first
will air Sunday, May 20 at 1 p.m.
ET with the second airing at 2 p.m.
ET.
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g South Boston Produces
Pair of First-Time Winners

Tyler Ankrum celebrates his first career NASCAR K&N Pro Series East win in the first of the Whoʼs Your
Driver Twin 100s Saturday night at South Boston Speedway. (Barry Cantrell/NKP photo)

Anthony Alfredo celebrates his first career NASCAR K&N Pro Series East win in the second of the
Who's Your Driver Twin 100s Saturday night at South Boston Speedway. (Barry Cantrell, NKP)



NAPLES, ME -
For racers and fans
across the United
States, the month of
May is huge.  And itʼs
no different for the Pro
All Stars Series
(PASS), which will fea-
ture the best in Super
Late Model racing
throughout the re-
mainder of the month.

Following a hard
fought and exciting race this past
Saturday night at Star Speedway
for the PASS North Super Late
Models which saw Travis Benjamin
take the win over Reid Lanpher, the
series regulars will get a much de-
served weekend off.  But, PASS
North will return to action on Sun-
day, May 20 for their second visit of
the season to Oxford Plains Speed-
way for the Honey Badger Bar &
Grill 150.  Waterboro, MEʼs Curtis
Gerry will look to continue his dom-
inance of the legendary oval as his
competitors look for the key to win-
ning as they prep for Augustʼs

$25,000 to win Oxford 250.
So far this season, there have

been three different winners in the
first four PASS North Super Late
Model events.  PASS young gun
Derek Griffith captured the check-
ered flag at Thompson Speedway
in the season opener, while Gerry
took back-to-back wins at Oxford
Plains and Beech Ridge.  With his
win last weekend at Star, former
champions, Benjamin and DJ
Shaw, are locked in a heated battle
for the PASS North points lead.

As PASS North looks ahead to
Oxford Plains on May 20, the best
short trackers in the south are an-
ticipating their next on track action
coming up at the ultra-fast Concord
Speedway in North Carolina.  Me-
morial Day weekend is always big
in the Charlotte area and will kickoff
in earnest on Friday night, May 25
with a big night of racing at Con-
cord Speedway, headlined by the
PASS South Super Late Models
and Southern Modified Racing Se-
ries (SMRS) Tour-type Modifieds,
along with the popular MASS

Street Stocks and Challenger cars.  
Two-time defending PASS

South champion, Matt Craig, has a
34-point lead over surprising chal-
lenger, Canadian JP Josiasse.
Championship contenders, Kodie
Conner, Tate Fogleman, Roy
Hayes, and Jeff Batten are all look-
ing to make up ground on Craig,
while Jared Irvan, Gracie Trotter,
Chad McCumbee, and Corey Heim
will look to challenge for the win.
Additionally, PASS South drivers
will be very visible in Charlotte over
the week with several appearing on
Thursday afternoon for autographs
at Speed Street and on local TV
leading up to the race.

And, if thatʼs not enough, the
PASS North Super Late Models will
conclude Memorial Day weekend
on Sunday, May 27 at the Thunder
Road International Speedbowl in
Vermont, along with Thunder
Roadʼs ACT Late Models, as part of
the Mekkelsen RV Memorial Day
Classic. 

It all begins with practice on Sat-
urday, May 19 at Oxford Plains
Speedway.  Then, on Sunday, May
20 practice will begin at 10 AM and
heat races slated to begin at 2 PM.

The following week, action will
begin on Thursday, May 24 at Con-
cord Speedway with rotating prac-

tice for all divisions.  On Friday,
May 25, qualifying begins at 5 PM,
followed by features for the PASS
South Super Late Models, SMRS
Tour-Modifieds, MASS Street
Stocks, and Challengers set to start
at 7 PM.  

PASS Super Late Model entry
forms for Oxford Plains Speedway,
Concord Speedway, Thunder Road
International Speedbowl, Petty In-
ternational Raceway, and Speed-
way 95, along with the 45th Annual
Oxford 250, can be found at ProAll-
StarsSeries.com.

The Pro All Stars Series is rec-
ognized as North Americaʼs pre-
mier sanctioning body for asphalt
Super Late Models and boasts
such marquee events as the leg-
endary Oxford 250 at Oxford Plains
Speedway and PASS Southʼs
Easter Bunny 150 at the historic
Hickory Motor Speedway, and in
October, the inaugural Common-
wealth Classic at Richmond Race-
way.  Donʼt forget to “Like” the Pro
All Stars Series on Facebook or fol-
low us on Twitter @PASSSLM14 to
keep up with breaking news as it
happens.

For media or marketing ques-
tions, please contact Alan Dietz at
704-231-2039 or email at alandiet-
zpass@live.com

P.A
.S.

S.
Big Month of May For PASS

Continues at Oxford,
Concord, & Thunder Road

SALEM, IN - Offi-
cials from Mt. Lawn
Speedway and Cham-
pion Racing Associa-
tion Powered by JEGS
have announced that
the Bob Fields Memo-
rial 200 Lawrence
Towing CRA Street
Stock Five Crown Se-
ries event that was

postponed this past Sunday at Mt.
Lawn Speedway because of
weather, has been rescheduled for
Saturday, August 25th, with a rain
date of Sunday, August 26th. The
event will now be the Champi-
onship event for the CRA Street
Stock Five Crown Series and the
series final event before the Cham-
pionship Chase begins.

The event will be completely
rerun with practice, qualifying and
the 200 lap event.

Since qualifying was completed
but no racing, teams that were
present on May 6th will receive 25
appearance points, which will be

added to their season points before

the series next event. In addition to
the $3,000 to win purse, the track
will also award close to $2,000 in
special event cash lap bonuses for
the Bob Fields Memorial 200. A
complete schedule of events for the
rescheduled event will be an-
nounced at a later date.

The next event for the Lawrence

Towing CRA Street Stocks will be
the Short Track U. S. Nationals pre-
sented by Voreʼs Welding at Bristol
Motor Speedway on Saturday, May
19th and Sunday May 20th.

For more information on Cham-
pion Racing Association and the
Lawrence Towing CRA Street
Stocks visit www.cra-racing.com.

CR
A R

ac
ing

Bob Fields Memorial 200 at
Mt. Lawn Speedway

Rescheduled for Saturday
August 25th



www.mcsauctions.com
Visit our website for additional info:Maria Vannice, Auctioneer           

NCAL #8595 • IN AU10800010
Danny Irvin, Auctioneer

NCAL #8657 • IN AU10800039Auction Firm License #8623 

PUBLIC AUCTIONPUBLIC AUCTION
Mooresville, NC - May 22 & 23, 2018 May 22 & 23, 2018 

2-Day Sale Starting at 9:30 AM Each Day
Doors open at 8:30 AM 

SALE LOCATION: 8955 W NC Hwy. 152, Mooresville, NC, 28115; From I-77 North of Charlotte to Exit 36, go East on 150
approx. 6 miles to Junction 152, hang a right and go approx. 2 miles to Sale Site; Watch for Auction Signs

PARTIAL SALE LISTING - PARTS
Body panels, Manley valves, ex pcs, Kevlar line, braided line, alum radiators, batteries, truck arms, valve springs, brake fans, nuts and
bolts, tach, gauge panels, wiring harnesses, oil coolers, bell housings, pistons, plug wires, (4) matte black
aluminum wheels, (4) silver aluminum wheels, parts trays, carded items, blocks, r/e housings, Carrillo
rods, brake hats, brake hdw, brake pads, drive plates, ring
and pinions, c/f pcs, adjustable r/e snouts, bump stops, brake
hose, Jeep bumper, crankshafts, oil pans, steel rockers,
Eibach Springs, R07 heads, hubs, locker, liquids, spring rub-
bers, retainers, firebottles 

PARTIAL SALE LISTING – EQUIPMENT
Radiator rack, r/e rack, suspension rack, work table, water
buffalo, Cordless 19.2V Impact, Lincoln SP-1751 Welder,
Coil spring rack 

TERMS OF SALE: Terms of sale is cash, cashier checks,
money orders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or Mastercard. Business or
Personal Checks must be accompanied by a Bank Letter of
Credit submitted to cashier on Sale Days. There will be a 15%
buyerʼs premium charged on each lot number sold, with a 5%
discount given for cash. Driver's license or picture identification is
required to register. All items sold “As Is, Where Is” with no guar-
antees or warranty expressed or implied. Buyers must settle and
remove all items at the end of each sale day. Announcements sale day
take precedence over any printed matter. 

OWNERS: CV Products,
Kenny Schrader Racing,

Venturini Motorsports
Plus Other Top Consignors



HAUBSTADT, IN -
David Gravel was one
of four different lead-
ers in a crazy Feature
at Tri-State Speedway
and inherited the lead
while running third
when the leaders
crashed on a restart. It
was Gravelʼs second
World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car
Series win of the 2018
season. Hunter
Schuerenburg scored

a career-best second place finish
with Kyle Larson completing the
podium.

David Gravel said it best, “Itʼs a
40-lap race at Haubstadt, anything
can happen.”

Anything can happen and just
about everything did happen.
Gravelʼs night started off with a
bang, literally, as he made heavy
contact with the wall on his first lap
in Qualifying, nearly sending
the CJB Motorsports No.5 for a
ride. Gravel never came to a com-
plete stop, recollected his machine
and smartly took his car back-
wards around the track to make
sure he had momentum for his sec-
ond Qualifying lap. The veteran
move paid off as Gravel laid the
fifth fastest lap in Flight B, position-
ing himself nicely for his Heat
Race.

Gravel would go on to finish sec-
ond in his Heat Race and draw the
front row for the Sears Craftsman
Dash, an event he would win to
earn the pole of the 40-lap Feature.
The Watertown, CT driver shared
the front row with a different face,
as Kevin Thomas Jr., in his first
Outlaw start of the season, came
forward to finish second in the
Dash.

Thomas, a non-wing Sprint
Car ace, used the cushion to lead
the opening lap. Gravel would pull
a slide job in turn one and two and
led the field down the backstretch
of the second lap. Just as the yel-
low flew for Aaron Reutzel, heart-
break struck for Thomas. The studs
on the hub sheared off, causing the
right front tire to come completely
dislodged from the Dooling Hay-
ward Motorsports No.63 machine,
ending the current USAC Points
Leader's night in unfortunate fash-
ion.

Gravel controlled the restart, but
Indiana native Justin Peck show-
cased his speed as he powered
around the CJB Motorsports No.5

to lead Lap 4. Peck set a blistering
pace out front and put some dis-
tance between him and the rest of
the field once he took command.

Sheldon Haudenschild would
throw his name in the mix, taking
third on Lap 13 and began quickly
closing in on Gravel and Peck as
they navigated lapped traffic. Hau-
denschild and Gravel thrilled the
capacity crowd, exchanging slide
jobs back and forth for multiple laps
as they battled for the runner-up
spot in exciting fashion. Sheldon
just barely edged Gravel at the line
before the caution flew on Lap 23
for Kerry Madsen.

Peck chose the top for the dou-
ble-file restart, but an excellent
restart for Haudenschild saw him
grab the lead convincingly. A Lap
30 caution for Ian Madsen set up
the restart everyone is talking
about.

Haudenschild elected to the bot-
tom with Peck to his outside. Peck
tried a massive slide job on Hau-
denschild in turn one and two for
the lead, but it ended with the duo
making heavy contact, creating a
logjam in front of the rest of the
field.

After the race, the two drivers
had a different perspective on the
incident. Sheldon, obviously disap-
pointed, thought that the incident
was pretty cut and dry, while Peck
called it hard racing.

“I thought I had a run on the
restart, we were both racing hard. I
hope there are no hard feelings
going forward. Itʼs definitely a con-
fidence booster to have this much
speed, but we have to finish races,”
Peck said after the race. Peck,
Haudenschild and Brady Bacon,
who was running sixth, all had too
much damage to continue. 

After the carnage was cleared,
David Gravel assumed the race
lead with 10 laps remaining, with
Hunter Schuerenburg and Kyle
Larson in tow. Gravel was strong,
but Schuerenburg stayed right with
him in search of his first career Out-
law win. Gravel made a bold move
with two laps remaining, splitting
two lapped cars, but once again
Schuerenburg kept pace.
Schuerenburg got a massive run
down the backstretch on the final
lap to make it a thrilling finish to the
line as Gravel barely edged the
No.20N by 0.101 seconds for the
victory. The win was CJB Motor-
sports fourth win in their last five
starts at Tri-State, dating back to
when Paul McMahan drove for the

Pennsylvania-based team.
“I tried to race a smart

race, the lapped cars got tricky. I
saw Hunter poke his nose there at
the end, what a great run for him,
Iʼve known him for a long time and
theyʼve been good this year,” David
Gravel said in Victory Lane.

“With me in the middle, I knew it
would be tough to go around me
and I was still able to see who was
on the bottom.” “Iʼm happy to get
another win, itʼs been an up and
down year so far, happy to get a
win on Natalieʼs [Jackson] birthday
and on Motherʼs Day,” Gravel
added.

Hunter Schuerenburg was
pleased with his career-best sec-
ond place effort, “Weʼre slowly get-
ting there, Iʼm not going to say we
are there yet, these guys [we are
racing against] are really good.
Overall it was a great effort for my
team, this deal is a lot of fun. Weʼll
just keep on rolling and see if we
can get one here soon.”

Kyle Larson finished third, but
never truly threatened the race
leaders. “My car got better and bet-
ter throughout the race. I had a lot
of fun tonight, it was cool to be on
the podium after not being in a
Sprint Car in a while,” Larson
stated.

Joey Saldana came from ninth
to fourth with 14th-starting Donny
Schatz completing the top five. Last
yearʼs Outlaw winner at Tri-State
Parker Price-Miller earned KSE
Hard Charger honors coming from
22nd to eighth.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series continues its 40th
Anniversary Season and heads to
Central Pennsylvania for a trio of
dates with the Pennsylvania Posse
starting on Wednesday, May 16 at
the Lincoln Speedway before head-
ing to Williams Grove Speedway
on Friday and Saturday May 17

and 18 with the running of the Mor-
gan Cup. If you canʼt make it to the
track, be sure to watch all the ac-
tion live on DIRTVision.com.

Donny Schatz Sweeps
Outlaw Portion of

Letʼs Race Two
Weekend at Eldora

ROSSBURG, OH - The man is on
a roll. Donny Schatz completed the
weekend sweep of the World of
Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-
ries portion of Letʼs Race Two at El-
dora Speedway holding off Logan
Schuchart for the second consecu-
tive night. It was Schatzʼ eighth win
of the 2018 season and fourth in
his last five starts as he continues
to extend his lead atop the Series
Point Standings in search of his
10th Outlaw Championship.

Schatz won the Sears Crafts-
man Dash and shared the front row
with Parker Price-Miller. It was
PPM getting the jump on the start
as the Indiana native set the pace
for the first four laps on the cushion
before Schatz took command of
the field on the fifth circuit on the
bottom.

Schuchart just barely edged
Price-Miller to the line on Lap 7,
which was significant because the
caution flew for Sheldon Hauden-
schild, lining Schuchart to the out-
side of Schatz. Haudenschild, who
entered the evening third in the
World of Outlaws Point Standings,
was unable to return to action.

The restart saw Schatz and
Schuchart put a straightaway back
to the rest of the field, as the duo,
who finished first and second a
night ago, were once again the
class of the field. Schuchart was
able to keep his Shark Racing
No.1S glued to the bottom of the
Eldora Speedway racing surface 

(Continued Next Page)
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s David Gravel Wins a Wild
One at Tri-State

After inheriting the lead when the leaders crashed on a restart,
David Gravel raced his way to his second Outlaw win of the sea-
son. (Paul Arch photo) 



Continued…

and close in on
Schatz.

But, catching
Donny Schatz and
passing Donny Schatz
are two entirely differ-
ent things. Every time
it appeared Schuchart
may have a run to get
underneath Schatz,
the Fargo, ND native
would go to the bot-
tom, forcing Schuchart
to the top. Schuchartʼs
No.1S was not as
strong on the cushion,
allowing Schatz to

maintain the lead each time.
With consecutive Green Flag ac-

tion, lapped traffic played a factor.
Schatz reminded everyone why he
is the nine-time and defending Se-
ries Champion with his prowess
through a maze of lapped cars.
Schuchart, an Outlaw winner at El-
dora last year, stayed right with
Schatz every step and just as he
was about to pull even with the
Champion, the caution flew for an
ailing Spencer Bayston with five
laps remaining.

With five or fewer laps remaining
in the Feature, the start was single-
file. Schuchart and third-place run-
ning Aaron Reutzel both stayed
with Schatz on the restart, but
Donny was too strong and went on
to take the checkered flag 1.536
seconds ahead of Schuchart.

“We love lapped traffic. Thatʼs
where races are won and lost,”
Schatz said in Victory Lane when
prompted about the close-quar-
tered racing action. “My guys are
incredible. We keep working, keep
digging and keep finding ways to
be up here at the end of the night,”
Schatz added before expressing
his thanks to the fans for coming
out and thanking the track and offi-
cials for running an accelerated
program to beat Mother Nature.

When asked about the close
racing with Schuchart, Schatz ref-
erenced an old tale from his father,
“If you are worried about what is
behind you, you are going to have
a hell of a time handling whatʼs in
front of you. Iʼve always raced like
that and tonight was no different.”

Schuchart was pleased with his
second consecutive runner-up fin-
ish.

“It was a lot of fun racing up
there. I know my heart was pump-
ing, it was hard to stay calm,” the
upbeat Hanover, PA native said.
“What a great weekend for us. Two
podiums and if you are going to fin-
ish second to someone, thatʼs a

hell of a team to finish behind. They
are incredible, but we are going to
try and keep working hard to beat
them,” Schuchart added.

Reutzelʼs 2018 speed continued
as he followed up last nightʼs dis-
appointment of wrecking while
leading with a podium finish.

Kraig Kinser had an impressive
15th to fourth run for his best finish
of the season with Tim Shaffer
completing the top five. Early race
leader Parker Price-Miller settled
for sixth with Kerry Madsen, 17th-
starting Brad Sweet, 22nd-starting
Ian Madsen and 24th-starting
Daryn Pittman completing the top
ten. Pittman claimed KSE Hard
Charger honors for the second con-
secutive night.

Tthe Series will head to Central
Pennsylvania to take on the tough
Pennsylvania Posse at Lincoln
Speedway on May 16 and at
Williams Grove on May 18 and 19.
If you canʼt make it to the track, be
sure to watch all the action LIVE
on DIRTVision.com.

Schatz Scores Third
Win in Last Four

Starts on Night One
of Letʼs Race Two at

Eldora
ROSSBURG, OH - Donny

Schatz inherited the lead on Lap 14
and held off a late race charge from
Logan Schuchart to claim the vic-
tory on the opening night of the
Letʼs Race Two weekend at Eldora
Speedway. It was Schatzʼ 7th win
of the 2018, extending his point
lead atop the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series Point
Standings. Schuchart finished sec-
ond with Brad Sweet finishing third.

Ohio native Cole Duncan set
fast time over the 37-car field, won
his heat race and was victorious in
the Sears Craftsman Dash to earn
the pole for the 30-lap Feature.
Duncan, in search of his first career

World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series victory, shared the front
row with legend and fellow Buck-
eye Jac Haudenschild, who was
seeking his 74th career Outlaw vic-
tory.

It was Haudenschild getting the
jump at the tip of the Green and
leading the opening circuit. Third-
starting Donny Schatz swooped
underneath Duncan to take second
the following lap. Haudenschild, or
more often referred to as ʻThe Wild
Childʼ, lived up to his nickname
every bit as he flirted with the dan-
gerous cushion and was up against
the wall fending off Schatz narrowly
at the line for the first five laps in
exciting fashion.

A Lap 6 caution for Hunter
Schuerenberg halted the action
and bunched the field together. On
the restart, Schatz, on the bottom,
remained right with Haudenschild,
but this time sixth-starting Aaron
Reutzel was right in tow. The trio
sliced and diced their way as they
battled for the lead, utilizing every
inch of the Eldora Speedway racing
surface.

On Lap 11, Reutzel made an
eye-catching move going around
the nine-time Series Champion be-
fore going wheel-to-wheel with
Haudenschild and pulling even with
The Wild Child on the front stretch,
trailing him by .005 at the conclu-
sion of the 11th circuit. Reutzel
would take command of the field on
Lap 12.

Schatz continued to jockey with
Haudenschild, which allowed
Reutzel, who scored his first career
Outlaw win earlier this season at
Tulare, to put a couple car-lengths
between himself and Schatz and
Haudenschild. Schatz finally wres-
tled the runner-up spot away from
Haudenschild on Lap 13 and set
his eyes on the Texas native for the
lead on what promised to be a
great battle.

Disaster struck for Reutzel on
Lap 14, as he bobbled just enough

on the thin Eldora Speedway cush-
ion to lose the handle on his No.87,
before making heavy contact with
the outside retaining wall, ending
his night. Schatz and Haudenschild
both showed their veteran prowess
avoiding Reutzelʼs ailing machine
as it bounced back into the racing
line. Reutzel was uninjured in the
accident and expressed his apolo-
gies to his race team stating the
dangerous Eldora cushion got the
better of him tonight.

One lap later, David Gravel was
left nowhere to go and spun in turn
two, creating a logjam that included
Carson Macedo, Rico Abreu and
Joey Saldana. Gravel and Abreu
were able to make repairs, but
Macedo and Saldanaʼs nights both
came to an end.

The action remained intense on
the restart as cars scattered around
the Eldora racing surface. Brad
Sweet had an excellent restart and
moved into the runner-up position
and nearly completed a slider on
Schatz for the lead, to no avail as
the Fargo, ND native powered
around Sweet on the cushion.

Eighth-starting Logan Schuchart
began making the bottom work and
took the runner-up spot away from
Sweet with eight laps remaining.
Schuchart closed in on Schatz,
who made a daring move splitting
lapped cars, to extend the lead
once again just as Schuchart was
preparing to bid for the lead.
Schuchart, who won during last
yearʼs Letʼs Race Two event at El-
dora, closed in one last time with
two laps remaining, but Schatz was
too strong and took the checkered
flag 1.041 seconds in front of the
Hanover, PA native with Sweet
completing the podium.

“I had a good car, we played
around a little and tried something
different, but this team just contin-
ues to work. We probably werenʼt
the best car tonight, but we are
here standing with the checkered
flag,” Schatz said in Victory Lane. 

Jac Haudenschild settled for
fourth with Duncan completing the
top five. Gary Taylor, who was as
high as second at one point, faded
late to sixth. Sheldon Haudenschild
came forward to seventh with 14th-
starting Jason Johnson, 26th-start-
ing Daryn Pittman and Kerry
Madsen completing the top ten.
Pittmanʼs effort was good enough
to earn KSE Hard Charger honors,
advancing 17 positions. Brady
Bacon was the lone driver to com-
pete in both portions of the Letʼs
Race Two. Bacon was victorious
with USAC by nearly five seconds
and finished 16th with the wing on
in the Feature.
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Donny Schatz raced his way to victory lane both night for the Letʼs
Race Two at Eldora. (Paul Arch photo)



FAYETTEVILLE,
NC - Jimmy Owens
outran the World of
Outlaws Craftsman®
Late Model Series
regulars at Fayetteville
Motor Speedway to
claim a $25,001 pay-
day during the inaugu-
ral First in Flight 100
presented by Hoker
Trucking. The veteran
driver of Newport, TN
also collected an extra
$2,001 on Friday

evening after winning the 10-lap
“Big C Dash for Cash” which hon-
ored the late Carlton Lamm.

“This works out great because
we were kind of up in arms about
even coming and Jim [Long]
(Fayetteville Motor Speedwayʼs
promoter) called and said, ʻAre you
coming?ʼ so I said ʻOKʼ,” said
Owens. “Iʼm glad he invited us. We
just feel really welcomed to come
down here. The fans have been
awesome and everybody has just
been great.”

Owens started on the pole for
the 100-lap finale beside Brandon
Sheppard, the defending World of
Outlaws Champion. Sheppard
nabbed the lead position on the first
lap, but on lap 16 the New Berlin,
IL driver succumbed to Owens
high-side momentum.

“It got rubbered up about
halfway but you canʼt do nothing in
90-degree weather,” said Owens.

“The guys [at Fayetteville Motor
Speedway] did their best to give us
an awesome racetrack. I was able
to pass for the lead there early and
maintain it the rest of the race.”

Fourteen separate cautions fell
throughout the feature event, the
last happening on lap 99 (for Den-
nis Franklin who unfortunately ran
out of fuel exiting turn four). The
event went into “overtime” with a
green-white-checkers style finish.
Even with the late race caution,
Owens was able to pull away from
Sheppard by 1.128 seconds by the
time the checkers fell.

“I was pretty good on the long
runs there and [Owens] was defi-
nitely slowing down on the long
runs to reserve tires and every-
thing, and I was too,” said Shep-
pard. “In the beginning, I got out
front there and was slowing the
pace up and off a restart there he
just got up on the wheel and did
what he had to do and got back by
me and that was the end of it for
me.”

“Then, we went single file [for
restarts]. Iʼm glad we did go single
file though because I know me and
Fergy (Chris Ferguson) had the el-
bows up coming off of (turn) four
and we were rubbing paint,” contin-
ued Sheppard. “All and all, I was a
pretty good night. Second place,
not the turn out we wanted but weʼll
take it and congratulations to
Jimmy and thanks for all of the fans
for coming out.”

North Carolina native, Ferguson
was relentlessly trying to chase
down Sheppard but fell victim to
transmission issues just shy of the
half-way mark on lap 47. Headed
into tonightʼs event, Ferguson was
leading the rookie of the year point
standings by eight points over
David Breazeale. Collecting his
best finish of the season so far by
rounding out the podium,
Breazeale shot ahead of the rookie
standings by 26 points over Fergu-
son, 42 points over Brent Larson
and 132 points ahead of Timothy
Culp.

“To run third here at Fayetteville
after our last feature here about 10
years ago, this has been great,”
said Breazeale. “Itʼs a big morale
booster for the team. We got a
fourth the other night, then Chris
[Ferguson] got a fourth, and then
we back it up with third so maybe
we gained some points on him
tonight… [Racing on new tracks] is
a challenge but we enjoy it and I
donʼt have any bad habits when we
go there so we just go there and
race the racetrack.”

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series returns to action
on May 18-19 at Atomic Speedway
in Waverly, OH for the Outlaw Inva-
sion $10,000-to-win doubleheader
weekend.

Preparing for Takeoff
for the Inaugural First

in Flight 100
FAYETTEVILLE, NC - Jimmy
Owens joined the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model Series at

Fayetteville Motor Speedway for
the preliminary night of the First in
Flight 100. Owens claimed the PFC
Breaks Fast Time Award (and set a
new track record of 15.839 around
the 4/10-mile), drew the pole posi-
tion and claimed a $2,001 victory
during the Big C Dash for Cash.

“Iʼm afraid tomorrow night that
youʼre not going to want to start up
front. Itʼs going to be kind of crazy,”
said Owens. “The car has been
flawless all night… It was a pleas-
ure to win this race for the Lammʼs.
We got to race with them a lot
these past few years so we really
hate for the loss.”

The Big C Dash for Cash was in
honor of the late Carlton Lamm, co-
owner of the No. 1 Dunn-Benson
Motorsports team and former
owner of Fayetteville Motor Speed-
way.

“Thereʼs one thing that would
have made tonight better and thatʼs
if Big C was still here,” said Jeff
Strope, crew guy for Owens. “In
2009, we traveled to nearly all of
the races with Earl Pearson and
[the Dunn-Benson] team. We all
became really close with Big C that
year. He was a great guy.”

Owens victory in the dash will
place him on the pole for Satur-
dayʼs inaugural First in Flight 100
$25,001-to-win finale.

“Itʼs going to be really interesting
towards the end of the race [tomor-
row],” said Owens. “Tonight, the tire
wear has been awesome and the
track has been awesome. Itʼs the
best Iʼve ever seen this place since
Iʼve been coming here. If we can 

(Continued Next Page)
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HAUBSTADT, IN -
The Hoosier Tire Mid-
west Sprint Car Series
competed at Tri-State
Speedway Saturday
night. The racing pro-
gram also included the
wing sprints of the
Built Ford Tough Mid-
west Open Wheel As-
sociation Wing
Sprints. The combina-
tion provided a full
measure of “Midwest
Madness.”

The MSCS feature race was the
final event of the evening. Nineteen
non wing sprints took the green
flag. Fourteen drivers would com-
plete the 25 lap race. The yellow

flag was extended twice in efforts
to get the first lap in. Once under-
way the pace quickened and when
the checkered flag waved Stephen
Schnapf of Evansville, IN, had cap-
tured his first MSCS feature event.
Schnapf led throughout after start-
ing on the outside pole. He had set
the overall fast time in qualifications
and was equally fast in or out of
traffic.

Schnapf drove the Edwards
Concrete Construction Spec pow-
ered Maxim #61m. Auto Wheel and
Rim is a sponsor. He was greeted
with cheers from throughout the
stands as he emerged from the car
in victory lane. His first words were
to thank car owner Randy Ed-
wards. “He believed in me! I am

starting to get the hang of it.”
The runner-up spot became a

contest. Carson Short would finish
second after a renewed effort to re-
take the spot. He had started on
the pole by virtue of winning the
added 6 lap/6 car “Mad Dash”
which paid $300 to win. Jarett An-
dretti was third, Kody Swanson fin-
ished fourth, and Garrett Aitken
placed fifth. Chase Briscoe led the
second five. Chet Williams, Bran-
don Morin, Collin Ambose, and
Donny Brackett completed the top
ten. Doc Wallace received the
Wilwood Tiff Brakes Award in fin-
ishing eleventh.

The two MSCS heat races were
victories for Carson Short and
Brandon Morin. Morinʼs car was
damaged in a crash in the dash but
repairs had it race worthy by fea-
ture time. The “Midwest Madness”
Keizer Aluminum Wheels Hard

Charger Award went to Dakota
Jackson.

The MOWA feature winner was
Mike Terry Jr. of Plainfield, IN. Terry
was challenged in an exciting fast
paced race to the finish line by
Chase Briscoe and fast qualifier
Justin Peck. Peck caught the two
front runners late in the race after
starting sixteenth. It became a
close contest. Hunter Schueren-
berg was fourth and Carson Short
was fifth. Short pulled double duty
and finished in the top five in both
the wing and non wing feature. In
all six drivers competed with both
organizations.

The next MSCS race will be held
on Friday May 25 at Bloomington
Speedway. The “Josh Burton Me-
morial Race” will kick off a triple
header weekend of racing including
other stops at Lincoln Park Speed-
way and Tri-State Speedway.

Continued…

have this again tomor-
row, you all are going
to see one heck of a
race.”

The defending
World of Outlaws
Champion Brandon
Sheppard will start on
the outside of the pole
for the 100-lap event.
Starting in the second
row will be a pair of
2018 Rookie of the
Year contenders,
Chris Ferguson and
David Breazeale. The
third row will consist of

Brandon Overton and Devin
Moran. Morgan Bagley and Rick
Eckert will complete the fourth row
of the feature event.

Eckert started in second for the
dash and charged to an early lead
over Owens. Unfortunately, on the
third lap, Eckertʼs water pump
broke and he was sidelined from
the remainder of the 10-lap dash.
Bagley also suffered from mechan-
ical woes as the gears in his steer-
ing box broke on lap 8.

The top-four finishers from each
heat race on Friday secured a po-
sition in Saturdayʼs First in Flight
100.

Chub Frank Officially
Retires from World of
Outlaws Competition
CONCORD, NC - After more

than 14 consecutive seasons to-
gether, Chub Frank has officially re-
tired from competition with the
World of Outlaws Craftsman® Late
Model Series. Frank has entered

every World of Outlaws event since
the Series rekindled in 2004 (ex-
cept for two races due to an injury).

Over the years, Frank has col-
lected 16 World of Outlaws wins,
with his first win being on April 23,
2004 in his home state of Pennsyl-
vania at Lernerville Speedway, and
his last win being at K-C Raceway
(now Atomic Speedway) in Ohio on
August 22, 2009. Frank currently
sits 10th on the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model Series All-
Time Wins list.

Although the Bear Lake, PA
driver was never crowned cham-
pion, he came awfully close. In
2006, he finished third in the Series
standings, only 34 points behind
that yearʼs champion, Tim Mc-
Creadie. The following year in
2007, Frank finished runner-up to
Steve Francis.

Frank was not only a decorated
Late Model driver, but also a great
friend to many who travel with the
tour.

“The biggest thing is that I con-
sider Chub more of a friend than
anything,” said World of Outlaws
Safety Director Tyler Bachman.

“Heʼs the kind of guy you could al-
ways go to, no matter if it was
something at the race track or per-
sonal. At the end of the race you
could go to his trailer and have a
beer with him and a good conver-
sation. He was a hell of a racer, but
he was always a great friend.”

Bachman has been with the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Late
Model Series since 2011. He
started as a pit-steward, which has
evolved over the years to his cur-
rent position of Safety Director.

“When I first started this job, he
started yelling at me about some-
thing at the track and I didnʼt know
how to take it at first,” continued
Bachman. “It was one of my first
races I was ever at with the Series,
and itʼs one of the things heʼs al-
ways told me over the years, ʻIʼm
not yelling at you. Iʼm yelling at your
shirtʼ. Not just him, but any driver.
Theyʼre not yelling at you as a per-
son; itʼs just the shirt. You travel
with these guys up and down the
road, theyʼre like family to you, so
we donʼt get excited about penaliz-
ing someone. Itʼs one thing that
comes with the job. Chub is just all

around awesome. Heʼs a good
buddy and friend to have.”

Frank started racing street
stocks back in 1978 before moving
up the racing ladder to eventually
sit behind the wheel of a Late
Model. After that, he never looked
back. Frank developed into a dom-
inant Late Model driver around his
hometown, winning the Stateline
and Eriez Circuit Limited Late
Model titles from 1983-1987 and
capturing the Stateline Super Late
Model Championship in 1989 and
1990. The driver of Bear Lake, PA
was inducted into the National Dirt
Late Model Hall of Fame in 2004
and now sits as one of the most
decorated drivers in the industry.

“My dad and my uncle and two
other guys built Stateline [Speed-
way] and Eriez [Speedway] back in
the 50s, and they owned them until
the early 80s; then they sold them,”
said Frank before the Outlaws
event at Eriez in 2017. “We raced
there, but hell, I grew up at both
tracks doing whatever— painting,
garbage picking, water truck. It did-
nʼt matter what it was; whatever
maintenance needed to be done I
helped out. Thatʼs also how I ended
up out on the road. The promoter at
the time and I didnʼt see eye-to-
eye, and he told me if I didnʼt like it,
I could leave; and thatʼs exactly
what I did. I raced with STARS, and
then I joined the Outlaws when
they first started.”

This season the Series will re-
turn to Frankʼs old stomping
grounds, Stateline Speedway on
June 14 and Eriez Speedway on
Aug. 19, although itʼs not guaran-
teed we hope that Chub will come
out to join us for one last go
around.
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s Schnapf First Time MSCS
Winner at Tri-State

Jimmy Owens was dominate at Fayetteville Motor Speedway,
claiming the fast time award, setting a new track record, drawing
the pole position, and then winnig the First in Flight 100 the next
night. (Paul Arch photo) 



CASA GRANDE,
AZ - Delivering car
owner Bob Ream, Jr.
another win, and pro-
viding another new
name to the list of
ASCS Southwest win-
ner, California's Geoff
Ensign parked in Vic-
tory Lane at Central
Arizona Speedway on
Saturday night.

Taking the green
fourth, Ensign blasted to the race
lead on the opening lap. Leading
non-stop at the high-banked Ari-
zona oval, Ensign is the 51st driver
to pick up a win with the ASCS
Southwest Region. Following from
third, New Mexico's Lorne Wofford
was second with Nick Parker third.
Jesse Baker crossed fourth with
Wes Wofford in fifth.

Billy Chester in sixth was chased
to the line by Josh Shipley who
raced from 16th to seventh. Colton
Hard followed from 10th with J.T.
Imperial and Alex Pettas making up
the top-ten.

Up next for the ASCS Southwest
Region is a Memorial Day Week-
end special at the Southern New
Mexico Speedway in Las Cruces,
N.M. with Saturday, May 26 and
Sunday, May 27 each paying
$2,500 to win. Information on the
event can be found online
at http://www.snmspeedway.com.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up the over 150 across the
ASCS Nation in 2018, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com,
follow on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Hafertepe Holds Off
Swindell For Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car
Series Victory at I-30

Speedway
LITTLE ROCK, AR - Scoring his

first victory of the 2018 season with
the Lucas Oil American Sprint Car
Series presented by
Sawblade.com, Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
had to hold off Sammy Swindell to
get the job done at I-30 Speedway
this past Saturday night.
Entering Saturday fourth in tour
standings, Sam leaves I-30 Speed-
way tied with Seth Bergman for the

National Tour point's lead with the
nod to Bergman who has a pair of
wins on the season.

"For the fifth night on this car,
we're making strides. Jack Elam
called me, and he asked if there
was anything he could do, and I
said it wasn't anything a little
wrench won't fix. We've been work-
ing hard the last couple days. We
were really disgusted after Lake-
side to start on the front row and fall
back like we did, but to come out
tonight and start fifth and get to the
front it was awesome, and winning
on Mother's Day Weekend, I have
to just thank my Mom and wish her
a Happy Mother's Day."

Taking the lead with a Lap 15
pass through turns three and four
on race long leader Derek Hagar,
the two-time National Tour Cham-
pion was joined at the front by
Swindell on Lap 18. Clawing his
way to second from the 16th start-
ing spot, a restart with three laps to
go locked Sammy on the back
bumper of the Heidbreder Founda-
tion No. 15h.

"Sammy just had an unfortunate
Heat Race. It was one of the last
ones where the track changed to
the bottom where it was hard to
pass, so that's why he had to start
that far back, but I knew he'd be
coming. He's got this track's num-
ber and we all know that he's the
guy we have to hold off no matter if
he started 16th of 20th, he'd be
coming," stated Sam on the front
straightaway.

Hafertepe's 31st career Lucas
Oil American Sprint Car Series pre-

sented by Sawblade.com triumph,
the second attempt at green after
Harli White spun in the first and
second turns put Sam to third be-
hind Derek Hagar and Wayne
Johnson to start things off.

Working Lap 2, the red lights
blinked on as Seth Bergman flipped
going into turn three. Seth was un-
harmed, and the race resumed with
Hagar starting to put distance over
the field. Still chasing Wayne John-
son for second, Hafertepe worked
multiple grooves with the No. 2c
able to hold until Lap 11 when the
cushion in the first turn bit, and sent
Wayne flying. Able to stay upright,
Wayne rejoined at the tail.

Taking over second with Sammy
Swindell already up to third, Hafer-
tepe kept pace with the No. 9jr be-
fore finally diving to the lead
through the third and fourth turns
on Lap 15. Caution working Lap 17
for Skylar Gee who slowed drasti-
cally in turn-three with the field

bearing down, the laps rolled back
to 16 complete with Hafertepe tak-
ing off with the lead.

Slowed again on Lap 19,
Swindell was all over Hafertepe for
the lead. Able to utilize the center
through turns one and two to keep
his momentum up, Swindell pulled
even with Sam at one point, but
would not be able to complete the
pass. Never out of striking dis-
tance, it was high-speed chess as
the pair began racing among the
back makers, only to have the cau-
tion waved for the final time with
three laps to run.

Taking the center through the
first and second turns to try and get
a run on Hafertepe for the lead,
Swindell still trailed with all other at-
tempts coming up short.

Sammy's 33rd career podium
finish with the Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series presented by
Sawblade.com, the wily veteran
was joined by three-time National
Tour Champion, Tim Crawley, who
advanced from the 11th starting
spot. Along with Sammy, the
"Crawdaddy" was among the few
who could make the top of the track
work in the feature.

Derek Hagar held on to finish
fourth with Marshall Skinner mak-
ing up the top-five. Picking up the
CP-Carrillo Hard Charger of the
Night, Howard Moore advanced
position 15 times to finish sixth. Ok-
lahoma's Tyler Thomas from 15th
crossed seventh with Blake Hahn
eighth. Matt Covington put on a
charge from 17th to ninth with
Johnny Herrera finishing 10th.

Overall, 38 drivers took to the I-
30 Speedway on Saturday night.
Heats numbered five with Sam
Hafertepe, Jr., Derek Hagar, Travis
Rilat, Blake Hahn, and Dale 

(Continued Next Page)
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Arizona Speedway

Geoff Ensign raced his way to victory lane at Arizona Speedway
for his first career ASCS Southwest win. (Ron Gilson photo)

Sam Hafertepe Jr. raced his way to his first win of the season with
the Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Series. (Serena Dalhamer photo)



Continued…

Howard picking up
wins. A pair of BMRS
B-Features went to
Cody Gardner and
Matt Covington. Two
Owner Points Provi-
sionals were used by
Roger Crockett and
Scott Bogucki. One
Regional provisional
was awarded to Kevin
Hinkle.

Next for the Lucas
Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented
by Sawblade.com will
be the start to Speed-

week at West Texas Raceway in
Lubbock, Texas on June 8.

Bergman Excels at
Lakeside Speedway
KANSAS CITY, KS - The first re-

peat winner of the 2018 season
with the Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented by Saw-
blade.com, Washington's Seth
Bergman tracked down his first ca-
reer Lakeside Speedway triumph to
become the fifth National Tour win-
ner in just as many events at the
Kansas oval. 

"This was a tough field. I was try-
ing to conserve my tires there at
the beginning because the track
was wearing tires all night, but we
got to a point where [Brian] Brown
lid me and I knew I had to get
going," stated Seth who went slide
for slide with Brown following a Lap
9 restart.

The third driver to lead the way
in Thursday's McCarthy Auto
Group KC Klassic A-Feature, Seth
found the center line coming into
play as the race approached Lap
20. With Stewart railing the cushion
at both ends of the four-tenths mile
oval, Seth began quickly cutting
down his advantage. Setting up for
the run with 19 laps complete,
Bergman was able to race to the
lead on the following lap.

"When you're the leader, it's
hard to search and know if rubber
comes in. The guy behind you are
able to search around and find it,
and the two guys that finished
ahead of us are really good Race-
car drivers and really good Sprint
Car drivers," stated Stewart who
ended up third for the second night
in a row as Brian Brown worked by
Stewart's Rush Truck Centers No.
14 on Lap 21.

Chasing Jack Dover the first
round, Stewart stuck the right rear
to the cushion and grabbed the
lead on the second lap with both

crossing the line at the same time.
Caution on Lap 9 for Harli White
who slowed off the second turn, the
restart was short lived as Robbie
Price and Paul Nienhiser tangled in
the first turn with Nienhiser keeping
his No. 9 rolling, and thus, keeping
the fifth position. Falling to sixth as
the field rolled again on the next
restart, Paul's night ended with me-
chanical issues on Lap 12.

Coming to a stop on Lap 14 with
Jamie Ball and Chris Martin tan-
gling on the backstretch, the race
resumed with Stewart leading over
Dover, Bergman, Brown, and
Hafertepe in the top-five. Immedi-
ately pulling away as Bergman
slide Jack Dover to second, the
center groove in play put Seth able
to run down the No. 14 and lead
the final six laps.

Brian Brown in second ad-
vanced nine positions to pick up
the night's CP-Carrillo Hard
Charger.

Jack Dover slipped to fourth in
the closing laps with Sam Hafer-
tepe, Jr. making the top-five. From
10th, Wayne Johnson came up to
finish sixth with Blake Hahn coming

to seventh from 12th. Scott Bogucki
grabbed eighth with Terry McCarl
ninth. Johnny Herrera from 16th
completed the top-ten.

A field of 30 drivers was on hand
for the McCarthy Auto Group KC
Klassic. Into four Heat Races, wins
went to Mason Daniel, Seth
Bergman, Scott Bogucki, and Tony
Stewart. The night's B-Feature
went to Ayrton Gennetten. Three
provisional starts were used. On
National Tour owner points, Roger
Crockett and Matt Covington en-
tered with Curtis Evans qualifying
for a Regional Provisional.

Victory For Wayne
Johnson In Lucas Oil

ASCS Debut at
Humboldt Speedway
HUMBOLDT, KS - Picking up his

first victory of the season with the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by Sawblade.com,
Wayne Johnson got the win in the
series debut at the Humboldt
Speedway on Wednesday night,
making it seven events with just as
many winners so far in 2018.

Leading all 25 laps at the
Kansas bullring, the win is John-
son's 51st overall and second in
the state of Kansas with the Na-
tional Tour. Wayne's last trip to Vic-
tory Lane came on July 4, 2008, at
Lakeside Speedway where the se-
ries will race on Thursday, May 10.
The win also brought Johnson
within a single point of the Lucas
Oil American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by Sawblade.com point's
lead.

Able to beat Blake Hahn into the
first two turns, Wayne would have
to do it a second time as the cau-
tion flew before a lap could be com-
pleted. Collecting Kyle Bellm, the
No. 14k was able to restart after
contact with Parker Price-Miller.
Back to green for four laps, the
caution was followed by the red as
Scott Bogucki slammed the wall in
turn one. Scott was okay but done
for the night.

Single-file to the start, Johnson
rolled the top of the Humboldt
Speedway into the first and second
turns with Blake Hahn in tow. Un-
able to advance past the No. 2c,
Hahn kept close as the pair worked
to slower traffic. Starting to ramp up
his run at the race's mid-point,
Hahn set sights on the lead only to
have the caution lights blink on for
debris in the fourth turn.

With clean track ahead, Wayne
worked carefully around the Hum-
boldt Speedway as the groove mi-
grated to the bottom. Careful to hit
his marks, the final five laps saw
the back of the field about to come
into play. Able to avoid racing the
back-markers, Wayne held on to
victory by 1.117 seconds.

Hahn's third trip to Humboldt
Speedway in ASCS competition,
the No. 52 has not finished off the
podium as the final step was filled
by the driver of the Rush Truck
Centers No. 14 of Tony Stewart
who advanced from the eighth
starting spot. Stewart was also
Wednesday's CP-Carrillo Hard
Charger of the Night.

Johnny Herrera in fourth was
trailed by Matt Covington to com-
plete the top-five. Sam Hafertepe,
Jr. was sixth with Parker Price-
Miller ending up seventh. Seth
Bergman in eighth continues to
hold the top spot in the tour stand-
ings with Tyler Thomas finishing
ninth. Logan Seavey rounded out
the top-ten.

The field of 25 drivers was
dropped into a trio of BMRS Heat
Races with Blake Hahn, Johnny
Herrera, and Parker Price-Miller
taking wins. No B-Feature was con-
tested so no Provisionals were
needed.

Lu
ca

s O
il 

Am
er

ic
an

Sp
rin

t C
ar

 S
er

ie
s

Seth Bergman became the first repeat winner of the season, rac-
ing his way to victory lane at Lakeside Speedway. (Terry Ford
photo)

Wayne Johnson got his first win of the season with the Lucas Oil
ASCS   debut at Humboldt Speedway. (John Lee photo)



Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA

- Pocono Raceway
announced today a
partnership with Mack
Trucks to present the
Pocono 400 pre-race
concert featuring
Pennsylvania native
and country musician,
Steve Moakler. The
concert will take place
on ʻThe Tricky Trian-
gleʼsʼ frontstretch prior
to the Pocono 400 on
Sunday, June 3. Addi-
tionally, a Mack An-
them® model, Mackʼs
newest highway vehi-

cle, will be on display in the pad-
dock area and will carry the
American Flag on the track during
the performance of the National An-
them. 

Pre-Race All-Access Passes to
the Mack Trucks presents Steve
Moakler concert and Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series driver
introductions are now available for
purchase. The All-Access Pass al-
lows fans to be front stage to wit-
ness both these events, taking
place on the frontstretch and near
the start/finish line. In addition to
this pass, a Pre-Race Pit/Paddock
Pass and Sunday Gate Admission
Ticket are required. Fans can visit
www.poconoraceway.com/pre-race
for more details and to buy one of
three Pre-Race All Access Pass op-
tions. 

“We are excited to welcome
Mack Trucks to our Raceway fam-
ily,” said Ben May, Pocono Race-
way President. “Our new
partnership has opened doors to
bringing more value to our fans
with a pre-race concert featuring
Steve Moakler. Steve is a rising
country recording artist and we look
forward to having a Pennsylvania-
born musician perform live at the
track before the Pocono 400.” 

The race's Pennsylvania con-
nection gets an additional boost
from Mack, which has built trucks in
the nearby Lehigh Valley for more
than a century. Mack is also the of-
ficial hauler of NASCAR.

As part of the launch of the
Mack Anthem last Fall, Moakler
wrote a song called Born Ready
which borrows its title from the
American truck makerʼs global
tagline, and tips a cap to the pro-
fessional men and women truck
drivers working hard every day to
keep our economy moving. 

”What started out as a corpo-
rate-artist collaboration on a song
celebrating a great new product
has grown into a tour and soon-to-

be-released album,” said John
Walsh, Mack vice president of mar-
keting. “Steve was clearly inspired
by the values Mack stands for – the
fundamentally American values of
hard-work, family and honesty that
he shares – as well as all of the
dedicated truck drivers heʼs come
to know through countless hours on
the road.  NASCAR fans at Pocono
Raceway June 3rd are in for a
treat.”  

Moakler, born in Pittsburgh, Pa.,
was recently nominated for the
Nashville Rising Artist-Writer of the
Year award by the Association of
Independent Music Publishers.
Moaklerʼs fifth studio album, Born
Ready, is due out on CN Records
later this year. The album features
the title track and lead song, “Born
Ready,” and is available now.

For more information about
Moakler, including additional Born
Ready Tour dates, visit www.steve-
moakler.com.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - The biggest

stars in NASCAR are just days
from dueling for $1 million in the
most remarkable all-star spectacle
in sports, the Monster Energy
NASCAR All-Star Race at Charlotte
Motor Speedway. As the excite-
ment builds for the slam-bang, no-
holds-barred test of speed and
strategy, hereʼs a look at some
things fans canʼt afford to miss
when taking in the sensory over-
load that is the Monster Energy
NASCAR All-Star Race:

• Driver Autograph Sessions:
Want to meet your favorite driver?
Hereʼs your chance. Stars including
Jimmie Johnson, Martin Truex Jr.,
Chase Elliott and Matt Kenseth are
among more than 25 of NASCARʼs
biggest names scheduled to sign
autographs during sessions on Fri-
day and Saturday. Autographs are
limited to fans who have wrist-
bands. Visit online for details on
how to secure a wristband and
make your race weekend more
memorable.

• Cole Swindell Pre-Race Con-
cert: Get ready to party with Cole
Swindell, one of country musicʼs
most prominent superstars, in a
rocking pre-race concert presented
by Rayovac, Kwikset, George
Foreman and National Hardware.
The Warner Bros. Nashville artist –
who has charted seven No. 1 hits,
including “Chillinʼ It,” will deliver a
show-stopping performance for
fans at 4 p.m. at Party Island, the
entrance outside of Turn 1 near
Gate 8 at Charlotte Motor Speed-
way, adjacent to the Fan Zone.

• No-Speed-Limit Qualifying:

Few things get the adrenaline
going like the no-speed-limit quali-
fying that precedes the $1 million,
winner-take-all Monster Energy
NASCAR All-Star Race. The All-
Star action heats up on Friday, May
18, with no-speed-limit qualifying –
which sees drivers rocket down pit
road at race speed for a four-tire pit
stop in the only no-limits qualifying
session on the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series calendar.

• New Race Format: Restrictor
plates make their debut at Char-
lotte Motor Speedway, as NASCAR
has developed a new aero pack-
age to deliver the most exciting rac-
ing seen at Charlotte in years.
Segment 1 will be 30 laps while
Segment 2 and Segment 3 will be
20 laps. The final 10-lap trophy
dash is sure to bring back memo-
ries of past iconic All-Star Race fin-
ishes. Look for three-wide battles
throughout the pack as drivers duel
for $1 million in the ultimate Satur-
day night showdown.

• Trucks Tackle the Speedway:
Donʼt miss the stars of the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series, when they battle with su-
perstar luminaries like Kyle Busch
in a battle for truck-racing su-
premacy in the North Carolina Ed-
ucation Lottery 200 on Friday night.
Even better: kids 13 and under get
in FREE. Itʼs 167 laps of a fender-
banging tussle among trucks in the
ultimate lead-up to the Monster En-
ergy NASCAR All-Star Race.

• Trackside Live and Pit Party:
Want to get even closer to the ac-
tion? Check out the All-Star Race
pit party and the Trackside Live
stage, where fans who have a Pit
Pass or Driver Intro pass gain ex-
clusive access to driver Q&As, live
music and pre-race entertainment.
The Pit Party lets fans rub elbows
with the stars of the sport before
they engage in wheel-to-wheel ac-
tion on Charlotteʼs iconic 1.5-mile
superspeedway.

TICKETS: Tickets, camping and
upgrades for the May 18-19 Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR All-Star Race
weekend are available at the gates,
by visiting charlottemotorspeed-
way.com/tickets or calling 1-800-
455-FANS (3267).

Homestead-Miami
Speedway

MIAMI, FL - Camp-
ing and NASCAR
championships at
Homestead-Miami
Speedway have be-
come synonymous
over the years.   That
pairing will get even
better in 2018.  The

track announced today that begin-
ning with 2018 Ford Championship
Weekend (Nov. 16-18), electric
hook-ups and water will be pro-
vided in the already-popular
GEICO Grounds Turn 2 RV area,
located within the facilityʼs gates. 

Spots in this premium RV area
gain you access starting on
Wednesday prior to race weekend
through the Monday following the
race.  It does not include tickets for
entry into the three races over the
course of the weekend, and there
is a minimum purchase of two tick-
ets. 

Ford Championship Weekend
races include the NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series Ford Eco-
Boost 200 on Friday, November 16,
the NASCAR XFINITY Series Ford
EcoBoost 300 on Saturday, No-
vember 17 and the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series Ford Eco-
Boost 400 on Sunday, November
18. Champions for 2018 will be de-
termined and celebrated on the
track each of the three days.

“RV camping is one of the sig-
nature elements at all NASCAR
venues, and our camping areas at
Homestead-Miami Speedway re-
flect this popularity,” said Home-
stead-Miami Speedway President
Matthew Becherer.  “These new
amenities will significantly upgrade
our Turn 2 area, and will make it a
true destination spot for both
NASCAR fans and avid campers
who descend upon our track each
year.”

For more information on the
Turn 2 RV area and all camping of-
ferings during 2018 Ford Champi-
onship Weekend at
Homestead-Miami Speedway, call
305-230-5255, or visit www.home-
steadmiamispeedway.com.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Atlanta Motor

Speedway has added an upgraded
starting-light tree, as well as an au-
tomated finish-line winner light to
the famed pit-lane drag strip, as the
12th season of OʼReilly Auto Parts
Friday Night Drags, one of the na-
tionʼs largest organized street-style
drag racing series, cranks up with 
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its opening night this
Friday.

The new starting
tree features a sleek,
new design and LED
bulbs for a crisp, bright
color to signal launch-
time for drag racers.
Meanwhile, the auto-
mated finish-line win-
ner light utilizes a
system of lasers to de-
termine which car in
either lane crossed
the line first, removing
any possibility of
human error.

“Thatʼs something weʼve really
been looking forward to,” said long-
time competitor David Harbin. “It
takes the mental part out of it as
there is someone [the light] down
there we can rely on every time and
there is not going to be any bias.
Either you win or you lose.”

Once the first vehicle crosses
the finish line, an overhead light will
illuminate above the line, signaling
lane of the victorious driver. Simul-
taneously, the starting tree will illu-
minate with flashing colors on the
side of the winning vehicle.

“Itʼs nice stuff,” said Kevin Mayo,
driver of the 1969 STP Chevrolet
Nova. “The LEDs light up. It gives
you a better feeling knowing that
itʼs a beam down there as opposed
to someone flipping a switch to de-
note the winner.”

Atlanta Motor Speedway's pop-
ular street-style drag racing series,
O'Reilly Auto Parts Friday Night
Drags, returns this Friday night,
kicking off its 12th season of high-
intensity, side-by-side competition
on the famed pit-lane drag strip.

Drag racing competition is open
to all participants for an entry fee of
$20. Vehicles are required to have
a working seat belt, and each driver
and passenger must wear a DOT-
approved helmet.

Drags will also include the
weekly Show-N-Shine competition,
with seven divisions of judging be-
tween cars, trucks and motorcy-
cles. Show-N-Shine participation is
$20 and also allows entrants to
participate in the weekly Speedway
Cruise on the 1.54-mile AMS racing
surface following judging and prior
to the start of drag racing elimina-
tions. Vehicles from the Show-N-
Shine will also be displayed on the
frontstretch following the Speed-
way Cruise.

Pricing for combo tickets to com-
pete in both the Show-N-Shine and
drag racing are available for $30.
Spectator admission is just $10,

with children 5 and under admitted
free. Exterior parking is free, and
infield parking is $20.

For more information about the
2018 Friday Night Drags season,
contact the Atlanta Motor Speed-
way ticket office at (770) 946-4211,
(877) 9-AMS-TIX or visit www.at-
lantamotorspeedway.com/drags.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Prior to Bubba

Wallace driving the No. 43 U.S. Air
Force Chevrolet in the Coca-Cola
600 on May 27 at Charlotte Motor
Speedway, Wallace visited Sey-
mour Johnson Air Force Base in
Goldsboro, North Carolina, for an
in-depth look at life in the U.S. Air
Force.

Airmen from the 333rd Fighter
Squadron “Lancers” hosted Wal-
lace as part of Mission 600 – Char-
lotte Motor Speedwayʼs primer for
the patriotic Salute to the Troops
before the nationʼs most patriotic
Memorial Day weekend celebration
at the Coca-Cola 600.

Wallace, a Coca-Cola Racing
Family driver and ardent military
supporter, joined the 333rd Fighter
Squadron to check out an F-15E
Strike Eagle fighter jet, witness a
base-wide active shooter exercise
and fire M4 and M9 assault rifles on
the range.

“What an awesome day here at
Seymour Johnson,” Wallace said.
“To get to see some of the coolest,
most lethal aircraft is cool – a really
special day. Itʼs great to see what
the military go through and their
everyday life is truly special. I had a
great day. Thanks to everybody at
Charlotte Motor Speedway and
Richard Petty Motorsports. Iʼm get-
ting prepped for the Coca-Cola 600
and Memorial Day is when weʼre

really giving our attention back to
our military and remembering those
who fought for our freedom and
gave their lives so we can do what
we do.

“Seeing an F-15 up close and
personal was really cool. Being
able to climb inside the cockpit was
super cool – to see them get
strapped in. Itʼs very similar to what
we do. Itʼs like us walking out of our
motorhomes to climb in our race-
cars. Theyʼre walking out of their of-
fices to go fly in a fighter jet, which
is probably 10 times more badass
than what we do.”

Lt. Col. Chris Auger, the
squadron commander for the 333rd
Fighter Squadron, spoke to the im-
portance of having people like Wal-
lace help shine light on the service
and sacrifices of airmen like those
at Seymour Johnson.

“We were more than happy to
have Bubba here to get out and
see what these guys do,” Auger
said. “All of the airmen who work
here, there are about 5,000 airmen
who work on this base to protect
our country and keep these 92 (F-
15 E) Strike Eagles up in the air.
They shed blood, sweat and tears
every single day, so theyʼre the
ones we owe credit and we want to
recognize their hard work they do
every single day to defend our
country.”

Alex Bowman and the No. 88
Nationwide Chevrolet Camaro ZL1
pit crew will continue Mission 600
on May 17 with a fifth and final stop
at U.S. Coast Guard Station
Wrightsville Beach.

As part of the salute to the mili-
tary, race fans are encouraged to
use the hashtag #KnowYourMil.

Through the speedwayʼs “Patriot
Partners” program, race fans or

corporate customers can buy a
Coca-Cola 600 race ticket to send
a member of the U.S. Armed
Forces to Americaʼs Home for Rac-
ing for just $25.

TICKETS: Coca-Cola 600 tick-
ets for adults start at just $49 while
kids 13 and under get in for $10.
Tickets, camping and upgrades for
every 10 Days of NASCAR Thun-
der event are available at the
gates, by visiting charlottemotor-
speedway.com/tickets or calling 1-
800-455-FANS (3267).

KEEP TRACK: Fans can con-
nect with Charlotte Motor Speed-
way by following on Twitter and
Instagram or becoming a Facebook
fan. Keep up with all the latest
news and information with the
Charlotte Motor Speedway mobile
app.

KNOW YOUR MILITARY: Salute
your military by sharing your con-
nections and stories on social
media using hashtag #KnowYour-
Mil.

Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON, SC - Darlington

Raceway is celebrating “7 Decades
of NASCAR” for its Bojanglesʼ
Southern 500 Throwback Weekend
on Sept. 1-2. As part of the cele-
bration, the track Too Tough To
Tame is highlighting specific mo-
ments in the sportʼs history, contin-
uing today with the 1970s.

As the sport entered the ʼ70s,
few could have predicted the major
culture shifts that would soon
change the sport forever. A number
of key moves – and one major mo-
ment – highlighted the decade, all
of which provided much needed
stability and longevity to the sport
for years to come.

Most notably, the addition of
Winston as the series sponsor in
1971, Bill France Sr. stepping down
and turning the reins over to his
son, Bill Jr., in 1972, and the addi-
tion of live television coverage of
the sport in 1970, were all critical
factors in propelling stock car rac-
ing into the modern era and ulti-
mately to new heights from which
the sport had never seen.

Winston, with their creative mar-
keting strategy (Winston Million in
the ̒ 80s and ̒ 90s) and influx of pro-
motional dollars ($100,000 points
fund in 1972), helped usher the
sport to a bigger fan base outside
the Southeast region. With the as-
sistance of live telecasts through-
out the decade, the NASCAR
Winston Cup Grand National Se-
ries was becoming a must-see
sport around the country.

“Through the visionary
(Continued Next Page)
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Darrell Bubba͟ Wallace Jr. watches a 333rd Fighter Squadron F-15E
Strike Eagle taxi for takeoff during a day-long training visit at Sey-
mour Johnson Air Force Base in Goldsboro, North Carolina on
Wednesday, May 9. The visit was part of Charlotte Motor Speedwayʼs
͞Mission 600, a series of visits with drivers to regional military bases
as a prelude to its Salute to the Troops before the Coca-Cola 600 on
Sunday, May 27. (CMS/HHP photo)
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leadership of Bill
France Sr., and Bill
France Jr., NASCAR
experienced unprece-
dented growth during
the 1970s,” said Kerry
Tharp, President of
Darlington Raceway.
“Their ability to bring in
national sponsors and
television coverage al-
lowed the sport to ex-
plode onto the
American sports
scene.”

As the push for
more popularity was

being made throughout the ʻ70s,
the decade ended with arguably
the most important race in the his-
tory of NASCAR.

After negotiating with CBS to
broadcast the entire 1979 Daytona
500 live flag-to-flag, NASCAR was
the benefactor of a perfect storm
for the second race of the season.

With a snowstorm blanketing
most of the East coast, giving the
race a captive television audience,
the 1979 Daytona 500 was a spec-
tacular event. Although Richard
Petty snapped a 45-race winless
streak that day, it was the fight be-
tween South Carolinaʼs own Cale
Yarborough, and the Allison broth-
ers of Donnie and Bobby, that stole
the ratings that day.

After battling throughout the day,
Donnie Allison and Yarborough
took the white flag with a half-lap
lead on the rest of the field. After
heavy contact on the final lap, both
drivers found themselves wrecked
and settled at the bottom of the
track. With Bobby Allison pulling up
soon after to check on his brother,
the three proceeded to fight on live
national television, generating
some of the highest TV ratings in
the sportʼs history. Nearly 16 million
viewers tuned into the telecast,
which ultimately drew a 10.5 na-
tional rating.

The race was considered one of
the most important in NASCAR his-
tory due to the fact that it got mil-
lions of viewers excited about stock
car racing and generated a buzz
around the country that got people
talking about the sport.

Maybe just as important, 1979
was also the first full-time season
for rookie Dale Earnhardt, who fin-
ished eighth in the Daytona 500
that year, won his first Cup race at
Bristol, and earned Rookie of the
Year honors that season despite
missing four races with a broken
collarbone.

He was one of many legendary

drivers who began their careers in
the ʻ70s, including Darrell Waltrip,
Terry Labonte and Harry Gant,
among others.

Janet Guthrie was also intro-
duced to stock car fans in the
1970s when she competed from
1976-1980 in the Cup Series. She
was the first woman to start a Day-
tona 500 in 1977 and finished 12th
in the race after starting 39th.

Notable historic drivers and mo-
ments in the 1970s include:

• The 1976 Daytona 500 was a
finish for the ages as Richard Petty
and David Pearson battled in the
final laps with both wrecking in the
final turn of the race. Pearson was
able to restart his car and creep
across the finish line at about 20
mph, while Petty could not get his
machine restarted just 100 feet
from the finish.

• The 1970s ushered in a new
era of sponsorship. Winston was
the primary sponsor of the series
beginning in 1971, but many race
teams also saw an influx of spon-
sorship deals for their cars. Com-
pany logos on hoods and quarter
panels were becoming the norm in
the ʻ70s.

• Richard Petty won his seventh
and final NASCAR Cup Series
championship in 1979.

• The late Benny Parsons won
his one and only NASCAR Cup Se-
ries championship in 1973. He
mastered a new points system
NASCAR introduced that year and
won the title with only one race vic-
tory that season.

• David Pearson drove a part-
time schedule that same year
(1973) and won an astounding 11
of the 18 races he competed in with
14 top-five showings. Despite fin-
ishing 13th in the final standings,
his total winnings of $228,408 that
year was third overall just behind
Cale Yarborough ($267,513), who
finished second in the standings,
and Richard Petty, who placed fifth
($234,389). They both competed in
all 28 races that season.

• Cale Yarborough won three
straight NASCAR Cup Series
championships from 1976-78. It
was a record until Jimmie Johnson
won five-in-a-row from 2006-10.

Darlington Racewayʼs award-
winning throwback campaign is
The Official Throwback Weekend
of NASCAR featuring the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series Bo-
janglesʼ Southern 500® on Sunday,
Sept. 2, 2018. The NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series Sport Clips Haircuts
VFW 200 will race on Saturday,
Sept. 1, 2018. Deposits can be
made by calling 866-459-7223 or
visiting DarlingtonRaceway.com.

You can keep up with all of the
latest news from Darlington Race-
way at DarlingtonRaceway.com, on
Facebook at Facebook.com/Dar-
lingtonRaceway and on Twitter at
Twitter.com/TooToughToTame.
Fans are encouraged to post their
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500 stories
and memories at, #Bojang-
lesSo500 and #SportClips200.

New Hampshire
Motor Speedway

LOUDON, NH - Race fans will
really be “Working for the Week-
end” in the run up to this summerʼs
major NASCAR event in Loudon.
Itʼs official: members of the multi-
platinum-selling rock band, Lover-
boy, will bring their 80s classics to
the New Hampshire Motor Speed-
way frontstretch stage on Sunday,
July 22.

The Canadian rock band will
perform a pre-race concert at 11:00
a.m. prior to the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race. Among
Loverboyʼs extensive number of
Billboard hits, fans will get to hear
“Lovinʼ Every Minute of It,” “Turn
Me Loose,” “Working for the Week-
end” and “Hot Girls in Love.”

“Our fans, no matter what age,
are going to have such a blast rock-
ing out to Loverboy when they hit
the pre-race stage,” said David Mc-
Grath, executive vice president and
general manager of New Hamp-
shire Motor Speedway. “This
bandʼs music is still being heard on
the radio in regular rotation to this
day. Their hits remain incredibly
popular to all audiences, with
songs that just get you pumped up.
Thatʼs exactly what we want head-
ing into the race.” 

For more than 30 years, Lover-
boy has been a fixture on the rock
ʻnʼ roll scene, touring nationally, de-
lighting audiences around the world
since forming in Calgary, Alberta
when vocalist Mike Reno was in-
troduced to local guitar hot shot
Paul Dean. Not long after finding
the spotlight, the band found them-
selves playing on mega tours with
Journey, Bob Seger, Cheap Trick,
ZZ Top, Kansas and Def Leppard
to name a few. They quickly be-
came MTV darlings, being one of
the first bands ever featured on the
music channel.

“Iʼm a normal guy up until 10
minutes before we hit the stage,”
says Dean, who still claims to be
able to fit into the
same pair of red
leather pants he wore
on the “Queen Of The
Broken Hearts” video
in 1983. “Then the
heart rate goes up,

and I consciously step into the bub-
ble, and I donʼt come out of it until
30 seconds after that last cymbal
smash and I walk off-stage.”

Loverboy is no stranger to
NASCAR, and hit single “Working
for the Weekend” was even fea-
tured in a 2012 Toyota commercial
featuring Kyle Busch.

With their trademark red leather
pants, bandannas, big rock sound
and high-energy live shows, Lover-
boy has sold more than 10 million
albums, earning four multi-platinum
plaques, including the four-million-
selling “Get Lucky” and a trio of
double-platinum releases in their
self-titled 1980 debut, 1983ʼs “Keep
It Up” and 1985ʼs “Lovinʼ Every
Minute Of It.” Their string of hits in-
cludes, in addition to the anthem
“Working For The Weekend,” such
arena rock staples as “Lovinʼ Every
Minute Of It,”This Could Be The
Night,” “Hot Girls In Love,” “The Kid
Is Hot Tonite,” “Turn Me Loose,”
“When Itʼs Over,” “Heaven In Your
Eyes” and “Queen Of The Broken
Hearts.”

Aside from Reno and Dean,
Loverboy still includes original
members Doug Johnson on key-
boards and Matt Frenette on drums
with Ken “Spider” Sinnaeve (a for-
mer member of Dean and
Frenetteʼs pre-Loverboy band
Streetheart), who replaced the late
Scott Smith on bass and continues
a healthy touring schedule around
the world.

The concert is free to anyone
with a ticket to the New Hampshire
301, while stage-front access can
be attained by purchasing a Pre-
Race Pit Pass. The New Hamp-
shire 301 will drop the green flag on
NBCSN at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday,
July 22.

For ticket information on all 2018
events at New Hampshire Motor
Speedway, including the July 20-22
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race weekend and the Sep-
tember 21-22 Full Throttle Fall
Weekend, please stop by the ticket
office, visit the speedway website
at www.nhms.com, or call Fan Re-
lations at (603) 783-4931.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - The biggest

all-star weekend in sports will fea-
ture the biggest autograph session
in NASCAR, as Charlotte Motor 

(Continued Next Page)

On
Tr
ac
k



Continued…

Speedway prepares to
host a whoʼs-who of
the Monster Energy
NASCAR All-Star
Race weekend for au-
tograph sessions be-
fore the candle is lit on
racingʼs all-star show-
case of speed and ex-
citement.

Fridayʼs autograph
sessions will feature
drivers competing in
the Monster Energy
NASCAR All-Star
Race including Jimmie
Johnson, Martin Truex

Jr., Kyle Larson and Matt Kenseth.
Monster Energy will distribute 50
wristbands for each half-hour ses-
sion at 1 p.m. at the Monster En-
ergy display in the speedwayʼs Fan
Zone to the right of Smith Tower.
Wristbands are first-come, first-
serve.

Saturdayʼs autograph sessions
highlight competitors in the Mon-
ster Energy Open including Chase
Elliott, Erik Jones, Alex Bowman
and Bubba Wallace. Charlotte
Motor Speedway will distribute 100
wristbands for each half-hour ses-
sion at 2 p.m. at the Trackside Live
stage on pit road. Wristbands are
first-come, first-serve. Fans must
have a pre-race pit pass to access
the stage and obtain a wristband
for autographs at Saturdayʼs ses-
sion.

Additionally, more than 15
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series drivers will sign autographs
at 3 p.m. on Friday at the speed-
wayʼs Whisky River location, with
175 wristbands distributed at 2 p.m.
at Gate 5B.

NOTE: Race fans MUST have a
wristband to receive an autograph.
Fans are limited to one autograph
per driver. Driver participation is
subject to change without notice.

Autograph Session Schedule
(subject to change)

FRIDAY:
• 4:30-5 p.m. ET - Martin Truex

Jr., Matt Kenseth, Kyle Larson,
Ryan Blaney, Austin Dillon, Clint
Bowyer, Kasey Kahne, Ryan New-
man, Jamie McMurray

• 5-5:30 p.m. ET - Jimmie John-
son, Kurt Busch, Denny Hamlin,
Ricky Stenhouse Jr.

SATURDAY
• 2:30-3 p.m. ET - Chase Elliott,

Bubba Wallace, Daniel Suarez,
Erik Jones, Michael McDowell,
Chris Buescher, AJ Allmendinger,
Paul Menard, Corey LaJoie, David
Ragan

• 3-3:30 p.m. ET - William Byron,

Alex Bowman, Matt DiBenedetto

Michigan Intʼl Speedway
BROOKLYN, MI - The 50 Years

of Racing Exhibit presented by
Consumers Energy at Michigan In-
ternational Speedway continues to
expand. Fans will have the oppor-
tunity to see two more race winning
cars driven by NASCAR Hall of
Famers on display in June and Au-
gust.

The exhibit will house special
memorabilia and cars that once
raced on the two-mile oval for fans
to enjoy. 

“The 50 Years of Racing Exhibit
continues to expand with the addi-
tion of two more cars,” track Presi-
dent Rick Brenner said. “It has
been exciting to learn the history of
all the great drivers that once raced
at MIS and the cars they piloted.
We are excited to include so many
cars in our display to add value for
our fans on race weekend.”

Dale Earnhardt Sr. is considered
one of the best racers in NASCAR
history, accumulating 76 victories in
the cup series to go with seven
championships. He earned two of
those wins at Michigan Interna-
tional Speedway. He piloted a 1990
Chevrolet Lumina to victory in the
Miller Genuine Draft 400. The In-
timidator was inducted into the
NASCAR Hall of Fame in 2010. 

The master of the two-mile oval
was David Pearson. He produced
a track-record nine wins in only 29
starts in the cup series at Michigan
International Speedway. He won
seven of nine cup races at MIS
from 1972 – 1976. In August of
1969 he drove a Ford Torino to vic-
tory lane and now that car will be
on display. Pearson was inducted
in the NASCAR Hall of Fame in
2011 after concluding his career
with 105 wins in the cup series.   

The two cars will be showcased
alongside the previous five cars
and one truck announced. Also on
display will be the Dale Earnhardt
Sr. 1995 IROC Championship car,
the Al Unser Sr. 1978 IROC Cham-
pionship car and the Rick Mears
1982 Gould Charge Penske PC 10
car. Fans can also see Greg Biffleʼs
winning car from 2012 and 2013,
the car Carl Edwards drove to vic-
tory lane in 2007 and the Roush
Fenway Racing truck that visited
victory lane twice at MIS. These
eight cars and one truck will be on
display in the 50 Years of Racing
Exhibit presented by Consumers
Energy on both race weekends for
fans to enjoy.

Fans will have the opportunity to
stroll through the 50 Years of Rac-
ing Exhibit presented by Con-

sumers Energy in the fan plaza
both weekends. It will include mem-
orabilia and cars celebrating the
rich history of Michigan Interna-
tional Speedway through the
decades.

Fans will want to check back
often as more cars are announced
for the 50 Years of Racing Exhibit
in the coming weeks.  

Visit www.mispeedway.com/
50years to see all the latest memo-
rabilia and cars added to the 50
Years of Racing Exhibit presented
by Consumers Energy. The track
will also post videos and photos
that celebrate the history of the
two-mile speedway on the website.
In addition, fans can follow along
with a special timeline chronicling
the key historical events.

In addition, the MIS Charity Din-
ner presented by Consumers En-
ergy will take place on June 9
starting at 6 p.m. in the 50 Years of
Racing Exhibit.  

The MIS Charity Dinner pre-
sented by Consumers Energy, a
first of its kind event, will feature a
strolling dinner, dessert and drink
stations, live and silent auctions,
music, a photo booth and so much
more. The event will also feature a
special question and answer ses-
sion from Dale Inman, Rusty Wal-
lace and Leonard Wood. The MIS
Charity Dinner will benefit both the
Henry Ford Allegiance Health
Foundation Patient Immediate
Needs Fund and the MIS Cares
Fund. 

Fans can purchase tickets to the
event starting at $90 or guests can
make it a weekend experience
starting at $179. The weekend ex-
perience includes a center grand-
stand ticket to the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series FireKeepers
Casino 400 on Sunday, a ticket to
the NASCAR XFINITY Series LTi
Printing 250 on Saturday and the
Charity Dinner presented by Con-
sumers Energy. 

Fans can purchase an individual
ticket or a weekend package at
www.mispeedway.com/charitydin-
ner or by calling 888-905-7223.

The MIS Charity Dinner pre-
sented by Consumers Energy will
start at 6 p.m. and guests can im-
mediately make their bids for the
silent auction items. But make sure
you keep a watch so you donʼt get
out bid throughout the evening.

Tickets to the two NASCAR
weekends are on sale now. Tickets
start at $35 for the FireKeepers
Casino 400 on June 10 and the
Consumers Energy on Aug. 12.
Fans can find the perfect campsite
for their families and friends in any
of the different campgrounds at the

track starting at $160. Fans can
purchase tickets and campsites at
www.mispeedway.com or by calling
888-905-7223.

Children 12 and under are free
on Fridays and Saturdays. On Sun-
days, children 12 and under tickets
start at $15.  Children 12 and under
can attend three days of NASCAR
action for just $15, ensuring fami-
lies a weekend of fun at affordable
prices.

Sunday ticket holders can stick
around on Saturday after the
NASCAR XFINITY Series LTi Print-
ing 250 for a free post-race concert
featuring the bands FireHouse and
38 Special located behind Turn 3.
In August, fans with a Sunday ad-
mission can stay after the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series Corrigan Oil 200 for the free
concert featuring The Cadillac
Three.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Off season

U.S. Legends and Bandolero rac-
ing resumed at Atlanta Motor
Speedway Saturday afternoon, as
the Furious Five Series ran double
features on the quarter-mile Thun-
der Ring following last month's
rained-out event. With nearly 70
drivers and 16 feature races it was
a full day of on-track action, closing
out the five-event off season series.

Rookie Bandoleros: Bailey North
dominated the first Rookie Ban-
doloero feature of the day.  North
led from the drop of the green flag
to earn a trip to victory lane.

Matthews Bryson was second
while Will Peacock was third to
round out the podium.

After finishing second in the first
feature, Bryson made adjustments
and earned the victory in the sec-
ond feature of the afternoon.
Bryson battled North for the lead

over the first two laps before pulling
away for the victory. North faced
mechanical problems midway
through the race and finished off
the pace. Grayson Groves finished
second while Peacock scored his
second top-three of the day with
another third-place finish.

Masters: In the first Masters fea-
ture of the afternoon, Bill Plemons
held off a hard-charging Robbie
Woodall over the final three laps to
capture the win.  Plemons hit
lapped traffic with a trio of laps re-
maining which allowed Woodall to
pull up to his bumper.  Woodall
couldn't use the slow moving cars
to his advantage to make a move
on Plemons and reluctantly
crossed the strip second.  

Plemons continued his
(Continued Next Page)

On
Tr
ac
k



Continued…

dominance in the sec-
ond feature of the day.

Plemons again
started from the pole
and comfortably led all
20 laps for the victory.

Woodall started on
the outside pole and
chased Plemons to
finish second while
Don Maness placed
third.

Semi-Pro: Andrew
Dollar earned the win
in the first Semi-Pro
feature of the day.
From the point, Dollar

led the first 12 laps but a car at the
back of the pack spun in turn two
on lap 13 and brought out the first
caution of the race and bunched up
the field.  On the ensuing restart,
Dollar couldn't hold off the hard
charging David Rochester who
slipped to the lead past Dollar.  The
caution flag flew before the field
completed a lap forcing another
restart and putting Dollar back on
the point.  Dollar's lead on the
restart was short lived.  Sammy
Smith bumped Dollar and slipped
past the leader exiting turn four.
Dollar was mired in the middle of

the pack for four laps before he
fought back and eventually re-
turned the favor to Smith with three
laps to go sliding the Johnston,
Iowa native out of the way for the
lead and win.

The second feature followed the
same script as the first with Dollar
leading the first dozen laps before
relinquishing the lead.  Lapped traf-
fic held up the leader on lap 12
which allowed Smith to drive
around the log-jam and take the
lead.  Smith got tangled up with
Hunter Johnson three laps later
opening the door for Dollar to fight
back to the front of the pack.  Dol-
lar took advantage of a trio of late
cautions and outdrove David
Rochester over the final two laps
for his second win of the day. 

Outlaws: Kenneth Henderson
and Kenny Brady split the Outlaw
features with each posting a 1-2 fin-
ish on the afternoon.  Henderson
held off Brady and led from flag to
flag to earn the win in the first fea-
ture.  It looked like Henderson was
on his way to a sweep of the after-
noon, but a caution flag six laps
into the second feature and the en-
suing restart opened the door for
Brady.  The Marietta, Georgia na-
tive outraced Henderson down the
front stretch on the restart and beat
him to the preferred inside line in
turn 1 and drove away with win.  

Pro: Jensen Jorgensen swept
the pair of Pro Feature races in
dominating fashion as he lead 39 of
the 40 laps.  Jorgensen started on
the pole for the first feature and
kept the field at bay for the victory.
In the second feature, Jorgenson

started on the outside pole and it
took him one lap to get by pole sit-
ter Rafe Slate for the lead.  Once
out front, in both races, Jorgenson
cruised to the easy wins. 

Chargers: Max Brady sat on the
pole for both Chargers features and
used that momentum to earn a pair
of trips to victory lane.  Brady, who
led all 20 laps in the first feature,
led all but two laps in the second
feature.  Nathan Jackson finished
second in both races, but led for
two laps in the second feature
when he got to the bumper of
Brady and moved the Marietta, Ga
native out of the way for the lead.
It took Brady just two laps to regain
the top spot and outpace the field.

Young Lions: Clay Thompson
wouldn't be denied a pair of wins in
the Young Lions Division.  Despite
a pair of cautions, Thompson dom-
inated the first Young Lions feature.
He easily outdrove the field on

each subsequent restart for the
win.  Ryan Rackley and Audrie
Ruark finished second and third re-
spectively.  

It was Rackely who put up a fight
in the second feature.  He couldn't
capitalize on pair of caution restarts
to get by Thompson, but was able
to keep within striking distance
throughout the race.  On the final
lap, Rackley tried to use the
chrome horn to move Thompson
aside in turn four, but the Bow-
ersville, Georgia native stood on
the brakes and kept the car straight
which allowed him to beat Rackley
to the line and claim the checkered

flag for the win.  Gage Roberts
rounded out the top three.  

Bandits: Kelley Puckett also
completed the sweep capturing the
the checkered flag in both bandits
division races of the afternoon.
Puckett started on the outside pole
in both races and patiently waited
for an opening in both features be-
fore making a move.  

It took five laps in both features
for Puckett to get past Carson
Ruark for the lead.  Once on the
point, Puckett left no doubt and
drove away from the field for the
victories.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Kurt Busch

lived out a new version of adrena-
line-pumping excitement on Tues-
day, as the 2010 Coca-Cola 600
winner visited Marine Corps Base
Camp Lejeune for an in-depth look
at life as a RECON Marine.
Buschʼs visit was part of Charlotte
Motor Speedwayʼs Mission 600
tour, which pairs some of
NASCARʼs biggest names with
some of the regionʼs most promi-
nent military bases for an action-
packed preview of Charlotteʼs
patriotic Memorial Day weekend
Salute to the Troops before the
May 27 Coca-Cola 600.

Busch met with Marines and
participated in a virtual reality sus-
pended parachute drop and a
sniper rifle shoot. As part of his
visit, the driver of the No. 41 Stew-
art-Haas Racing Ford also rode in
a rubberized water combat craft.
For a lifelong racer whoʼs driven
everything from stock cars to Indy
cars and dragsters, Buschʼs
RECON Marine experience was
one he wonʼt soon forget.

“What an experience to be out
here at Camp Lejeune with the

Marines,” Busch said. “Itʼs a privi-
lege to be here to experience what
our top trained professionals do to
protect our freedoms, and to expe-
rience it with them right alongside
them. Itʼs an adrenaline rush like no
other. This all being new, itʼs like
being a rookie out on the race
track. You donʼt know what to ex-
pect.”

Lt. Col. Chris Bopp said the
Marines on base were thrilled to
provide Busch with an in-depth look
at what they do.

“I have quite a number of
NASCAR fans in the unit, so they
were pretty excited,” Bopp said.
“They found out that not only was
he coming to visit, he was coming
to find out what they do every day.
They had the opportunity to put him
in a boat, put him in a parachute
simulator and take him on a short
patrol to give him a chance to be
with them and experience the
things they do.

“Thatʼs where they were ab-
solutely thrilled to say, ̒ Hereʼs what
I do as Marines, as sailors in this
unit,ʼ and to get the chance to
share that with Kurt was just an
amazing feeling. A lot of the
Marines are running around the
battalion really thrilled about it …
He did a great job. He jumped in
willingly and did everything the
Marines put forth. I even watched
him tackle the Meal Ready to Eat
(MRE), which is pretty entertain-
ing.”

Busch said the visit was a
tremendous primer for the patriotic
Salute to the Troops coming before
the Coca-Cola 600 on May 27.

“(Memorial Day) is about respect
and for all of us as U.S. citizens, itʼs
a thank-you to our military to have
this chance to visit Camp Lejeune,”
Busch said. “Thanks to Charlotte
Motor Speedway and everybody
that has put this together with
NASCAR. Itʼs an eye-opening ex-
perience to shoot a rifle, come bar-
reling through the woods and come
out to breach the enemy. Thatʼs all
after a boat ride through an area in
the woods. Weʼre cutting things
with machetes. It was pretty wild.
Thatʼs as close to the experience
as you can get, except there
werenʼt any bullets whizzing by
me.”

As part of the salute to the mili-
tary, race fans are encouraged to
use the hashtag #KnowYourMil.

Through the speedwayʼs “Patriot
Partners” program, race fans or
corporate customers can buy a
Coca-Cola 600 race ticket to send
a member of the U.S. Armed
Forces to Americaʼs Home for Rac-
ing for just $25.
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Kurt Busch shakes the hand of UH-1 Huey pilot Capt. Justin Free-
man after touring Camp Lejeune to conclude a full day of training
alongside the 2nd RECON Battalion at Camp Lejeune on Wednes-
day, May 8, 2018. (CMS/HHP photo)



Volunteer
Speedway

BULLS GAP, TN -
The Motherʼs Day
weekend crowd at Vol-
unteer Speedway Sat-
urday night was
treated to great racing
action on the high
banks, with 91 total
cars gathered for the
six division racing pro-
gram at “The Gap.”

Cory Hedgecock
of Loudon captured
the Steel Head Late
Model victory, while
Jason Welshan of

Maryville recorded the Crate Late
Model win, with Zach Sise of
Knoxville bringing home the
Sportsman Late Model victory.

Gary Blanken of Russellville
captured the Modified Street vic-
tory, while Lee Merritt of Knoxville
recorded the Classic win, with Josh
Driskill of Newport taking the 602
Street Stock victory.

Austin Neely was fastest in Steel
Head Late Model qualifying at
13.061 seconds to earn the pole
starting position for 30-lap feature.
Following two failed attempts to get
the race under green, the third time
proved to be the charm as Cory
Hedgecock rocketed ahead of
Neely racing off the second corner
down the backstretch to take a lead
he would never relinquish.

Hedgecock was setting a blister-
ing pace out front as he stretched
his lead over Neely, Barrett Lowe,
Gary Crittenden and Greg Estes to
almost a full-straightaway with 10
laps remaining. Caution waved on
lap 18 when Josh Henry s car
began smoking and dropped fluid
on the track.

Off the ensuing double-file
restart Hedgecock once again
flexed his muscle out front while
behind him Lowe was getting past
Neely into second place. Lowe got
up-on-the-wheel and set chase
after Hedgecock, and with a couple
of laps to go he closed to within
three car lengths. But Hedgecock
was not going to be denied his sec-
ond straight Steel Head Late Model
victory as he beat Lowe, Neely,
Crittenden and Estes.

Trevor Sise was fastest in Crate
Late Model qualifying at 13.527
seconds to capture the pole start-
ing spot, with Bobby Mays timing-
in at 13.611 to start alongside Sise
on the front row of the 25-lap fea-
ture. 

Sise jumped out to the lead on
the opening lap between turns one
and two over Jensen Ford, Jason

Welshan, Bobby Mays and Tim
Byrd. But Siseʼs race quickly ended
on the second lap when he slowed
to a stop high in the fourth turn with
steering issues to bring the caution
out.

Off the double-file restart Ford
led Welshan and Mays, and the
scenario was fixing to quickly turn
out bad for Mays. Racing off into
the third turn, Mays got sideways
when he ran through fluid dropped
on the track from Fordʼs car. Mays
was hit by Jordon Horton, Byrd and
others which in turn caused Maysʼ
car to flip and necessitate the red
flag be thrown for emergency per-
sonnel and track officials to quickly
get to the accident scene. To
cheers from the crowd Mays was
able to climb from his badly dam-
aged car.

While action was stopped for
Mays wreck, Ford brought his car
into the turn four pit opening and
called it a night with a broken fan
blade. Going back green Welshan
was showing the way out front over
Rusty Ballenger, Byrd, Jesse Lowe
and Andy Ogle.

Welshan and Ballenger began
pulling away from the field, but the
action behind them between Byrd,
Lowe, Ogle, John Llewellyn, Chris
Chandler, Cory Hedgecock, Jody
Horton, Jerry Green and Gary Crit-
tenden was worth price of admis-
sion as they battled for position. 

With five laps remaining Bal-
lenger was glued to back bumper
of leader Welshan, but the leader
was not about to open the door to
allow Ballenger to get around him.
Welshan recorded his first win of
the season over Ballenger, Byrd,
Lowe and Hedgecock.

Zach Sise was quickest in
Sportsman Late Model qualifying at
13.650 seconds, and on the start
he shot out into the lead over Jed
Emert, Heath Alvey, Brad Seagle

and Vic Chandler. Racing into the
first turn on lap 7, Dale Ball went to
the inside of Chandler to take fourth
spot. 

Both Emert and Seagle dropped
out early with mechanical issues,
and Ball s strong run ended on lap
11 when he slowed high in the
banking between turns three and
four to bring the caution out. Off the
double-file restart Sise and Alvey
began to put real estate between
themselves and closest chal-
lengers. 

With two laps remaining the
front-running duo caught tail of the
field to lap some slower cars, and
the 18-year-old Sise worked the
traffic with precise moves of a vet-
eran chauffeur to hold Alvey off for
his first win of the season. How-
ever, in post-race technical inspec-
tion Alveyʼs car weighed light at the
scales and he was disqualified.
Finishing behind Sise were Jesse
Helton, Brandon Miller, Chandler
and Nicholas Shelton.

Brad Davis grabbed lead at start
of the Modified Street feature over
Wayne Rader, Shannon Emery,
Gary Blanken and Nick Presley.
Rader dropped out early on lap 7
while pressuring Davis up front, but
the ultimate heartbreak was for
race-long leader Davis when the
left-front suspension broke on his
car between turns three and four
just two laps from the finish.  That
opened the door for Blanken to
capture his third win of the season
over Emery, Presley, Dustin Ratliff
and Rocky Ogle.

Lee Merritt cruised to his fourth
Classic win of the season over
Tony Trent, Eli Keck, Chris Wor-
sham and Josh Chesney. Shaun
Sise and Tom Juhl Jr. crossed the
start-finish line second and third,
respectively, but each protested
one another and the final outcome
was both cars failed post-race tech-

nical inspection, thus they were dis-
qualified.

Josh Driskill outran Wendell
Williams, Shawn Henry and Daniel
Reese to win the 602 Street Stock
race.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Selins-

grove Speedway will be back in ac-
tion with a four division racing
program at 7 p.m. Saturday, May
19, featuring the 360 sprint cars,
super late models in the Moon
Shine Camo Route 35 Challenge
Series, pro stocks, and roadrun-
ners on PEPSI Camera & Auto-
graph Night. 

Pit gates will open at 4 p.m. with
grandstand gates at 5 p.m. Fans
will have the unique opportunity to
visit with the race teams in the
speedwayʼs new Turn 4 pit area
from 5:15 until 6 p.m. before engine
starts as part of the Camera & Au-
tograph Night promotion. 

PEPSI will be giving away 30
cases of soda and other prizes to
lucky fans. 

The 360 sprint cars will compete
in a 25-lap main event paying
$2,000 to win. Three races have
produced three different winners
this season. Davie Franek of Wan-
tage, N.J.; Jason Shultz of Carlisle;
and Blane Heimbach of Selins-
grove have scored victories in the
weekly headline open wheel divi-
sion. 

Selinsgrove will host its first of
three races as part of this yearʼs
enhanced Moon Shine Camo
Route 35 Dirt Late Model Chal-
lenge Series. The 25-lap main
event will pay $2,200 to win and
$225 to start. Jeff Rine of Danville
won the series opener at Port
Royal April 15. Bryan Bernheisel of
Lebanon won the super late model
season opener at Selinsgrove April
28. 

The pro stocks will run two 15-
lap main events, one of them being
a makeup from May 5. The road-
runners will round out the show
with a 12-lap feature. 

The speedway will present the
Insinger Performance Products/
Sunoco Race Fuels United Racing
Club Jack Gunn Memorial for 360
sprint cars plus super late models,
pro stocks, roadrunners and a pro-
fessional fireworks display over the
Memorial Day holiday weekend
Saturday, May 26. 

For a complete schedule, the lat-
est news, results, and race status,
visit selinsgrovespeedway.com or
follow us Twitter and Facebook.
The track office can be reached at
570.374.2266.
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Cory Hedgecock (No. 23), Barrett Lowe (No. 72), John Tweed (No.
5) battle for position during the Steel Head Late Model feature Sat-
urday at Volunteer Speedway. (CHAD WELLS photo)



Kingsport
Speedway

KINGSPORT, TN -
With sun brightly shin-
ing around Northeast
Tennessee on Friday
and temperature in
mid-80s, a great crowd
came out for NASCAR
Whelen All-American
Series racing in the
Model City at
Kingsport Speedway.

Zeke Shell of
Johnson City captured
his second straight
Late Model Stock Car
win, while Trey Lane of

Kingsport recorded the Modified
Street win.

Billy Byington of Kingsport won
the Pure 4 feature, while Brad Ball
of Abingdon, Va., recorded the Mod
4 victory, with Joey Sykes of Dante,
Va., taking home the Pure Street
win.

Zeke Shell set fast-time in Late
Model Stock Car qualifying at
15.063, with Kres VanDyke close
behind at 15.089. With the roll of
the dice producing an invert of the
top four from time trials, Jeff
Maupin and Nik Williams led the
14-car field to green from the front
row.

Williams jumped out to the lead
over Maupin, Shell, VanDyke and
Robbie Ferguson. Shell quickly got
around Maupin for second on lap 2
racing off the fourth turn. Besides
the action inside the top five, from
sixth back to 11th the racing was in-
tense involving Joey Trent, Wayne
Hale, Derek Lane, Dillon Hodge,
Bryson Dennis and Darin Silver.

VanDyke was pressuring
Maupin for the third spot and on lap
8 racing up off (turn) two they made
contact with each getting out of
shape before reeling their mounts
back in, with both maintaining their
position. VanDyke got alongside
Maupin on lap 16 and over the next
couple of circuits they raced side-
by-side before VanDyke moved
into third. 

After riding on leader Williamsʼ
back bumper since early in the
race, Shell turned up the heat
wanting to move ahead. Racing
down the front straightaway into the
first turn on lap 21, Shell got to the
inside of Williams to challenge for
the lead. Over the next lap-and-a-
half they raced side-by-side before
Shell would power into a lead he
would never relinquish on lap 23.

The eventʼs only caution waved
on lap 32 when Trent spun be-
tween turns one and two following
contact racing hard with Hale,

Maupin and Lane for position,
which erased an almost full-
straightaway advantage Shell and
Williams held over VanDyke and
Ferguson.

Off the ensuing double-file
restart Shell moved back out into
the lead, while behind him
VanDyke passed Williams to move
into second place. With the race
running clean-and-green and
leader Shell and VanDyke setting a
blistering pace out front, as they
worked some slower traffic with five
laps remaining VanDyke closed to
within a car length of Shell.

But Shell would not be denied
his second straight win as he held
off the hard-charging VanDyke,
Williams, Ferguson and Hale for
the trip to victory lane.  Completing
the top 10 finishers were Lane,
Hodge, Silver, Trent and Maupin.

Trey Lane and Joshua Gobble
started from the front row in the 30-
lap Modified Street feature and bat-
tled for lead throughout the race in
an event that saw the caution flag
wave on several occasions. 

Each time off the double-file
restarts Lane and Gobble ran mul-
tiple laps door-to-door, while Lane
eventually would move to the point.
The final caution waved on lap 26
when Alex Miller and Joey Sykes
wrecked in turn two.

Lane quickly grabbed the lead
over Gobble going back green and
held on to capture his first win of
the season. Lane was chased to
the checkered flag by Gobble, Paul
Shull, Chase Dixon and Kirby Gob-
ble.

Kenny Absher and his teammate
Billy Byington were in command
running one-two battling for the
Pure 4 victory. Absher crossed the
start-finish line taking the check-
ered flag over Byington, but during
post-race technical inspection Ab-

sher was disqualified for being light
at the scales. Making just his first
start of the season, Byington
recorded the win over Bruce Crum-
bley, Brandon Sutherland, William
Hale and Dennis Stanley.

David Brown grabbed lead at
start of the 30-lap Mod 4 feature
over Kevin Canter and Brad Ball.
Canter rolled around Brown to take
lead on lap 8. A strong outing for
Brown ended on lap 22 when he
spun in turn two bringing out the
caution.

Another late-race yellow set up
a classic green-white-checkered
shootout for the cherished trip to
victory lane, but also bragging
rights. Canter and Ball raced side-
by-side on the final lap into the third
turn, and in racing itʼs said “rubbinʼ
is racinʼ” and the duo brought fans
to their feet as Ball narrowly edged
Canter for his second win on the
season. Finishing third through
fifth, respectively, were Zack Fritz,
Billy Duty and Mitch Gibson.

Joey Sykes cruised to his sec-
ond consecutive Pure Street win
over David Strong, Jay Swecker,
Jason Herron and Ricky Payne.

Hickory Motor Speedway
The NASCAR Whelen All-Amer-

ican Series roared back to life on
Saturday night at Hickory Motor
Speedway for Coca-Cola Night at
the Races.

Leading off the night would be
Round #4 of the Paramount Kia
ʻBig 10ʼ Racing Challenge for the
Paramount Auto Group Limited
Late Models and their 50 lap fea-
ture. The #12 of Gage Painter
would grab his first pole of the sea-
son and start from the top spot with
the #15 of Taylor Gray to his out-
side. Painter would lead early with
Gray staying close in his tracks.
After a mid-race restart Gray would

move by Painter for the top spot.
The pair would mix it up late in the
race and see the #34 of Pat
Rachels begin to challenge.
Rachels would battle with the front
pair and see a caution fly at lap 48.
The restart would revert back to the
last completed lap and see Gray
back to the point. Gray would hold
off the challenge over the last 3
laps and grab his first victory at
Hickory Motor Speedway. Rachels
would hold on for 2nd while Painter
would grab 3rd. Brandon Lemke in
the #22 and Zachary Dabbs in the
#23 would round out the top 5.

Next up would see the first of
two 40 lap features for the
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries Late Models. Justin Carroll in
the #57 would grab the top starting
spot with the fast time in qualifying
with the #21 of Monty Cox to his
outside. Carroll would take the
early lead with Cox tucking in be-
hind. Carroll would pace the field
while Cox would do battle with
NHRA Pro Stock competitor Tanner
Gray in the #2 and the #55 of Zach
Bruenger. The race would go cau-
tion free and see Carroll take an-
other Hickory Motor Speedway
victory. Gray would finish 2nd with
Bruenger in 3rd. Cox would hold on
for 4th and Jacob Heafner in the
#95 would finish 5th.

The Allison Legacy Series would
make a visit to the Birthplace of the
NASCAR Stars and hit the track
next for their 35 lap feature. The
#33 of Brett Suggs would start from
the pole position with the #15 of
Kyle Campbell to his outside.
Suggs and Campbell would slug it
out for the top spot but the #03 of
Justin Taylor would sneak by and

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Zeke Shell is all smiles as he visits Kingsport Speedwayʼs victory
lane for the second straight time this season. (RANDALL PERRY
photo)

Justin Starnes takes the win in
the first of two 40 lap Late
Model races at Hickory Motor
Speedway. (SHERRI STEARNS
photo)



(Continued…)

grab the lead. Taylor
would take the win
with Campbell close
behind in 2nd. Suggs
would finish 3rd, Ethan
Elder in the #08 would
finish 4th, and #11 of
Kayla Lyons would
round out the top 5 in
5th.

The Carolina Cus-
tom Golf Cart 4-Cylin-
ders would roll off and
over for 25 laps of bat-
tle. Dennis Ward in the
#25 would roll off on
the pole position with

Brian Mundy in the #6 to his out-
side. Ward would take the early
lead and see Mundy close behind
for second with Robert Trivette in
the #11 coming hard in third. On lap
20 Trivette would face a challenge
from the #29 of Allison Houston.
The pair would race side by side
down the backstretch when contact
would send Houston into the wall,
up on two wheels, and coming to a
stop on her roof after she flipped.
Houston would quickly climb out
and take the mandatory ride in the
ambulance to get checked out.
When racing continued Ward
would lead the final 5 laps for the
win. Cody Combs in the #9 would
finish 2nd and Mundy would finish
3rd. Robert Trivette in the #11
would finish 4th with the #28 of
Dennis Trivette finishing 5th.

Thirty laps of action packed rac-
ing would be next up for the Cosmo
Motors Street Stocks. Troy De-
Marmels in the #18 would pace the
field to the green flag with Jeff
Sparks in the #7 to his outside. De-
Marmels and Sparks ran side by
side for several laps until Sparks
would take the point. The racing ac-
tion would be fierce throughout the
field with three wide racing the
norm for the night. Sparks would
hang on for the win with De-
Marmels charging hard but finish-
ing 2nd. Kevin Eby in the #03
would finish 3rd, Marshall Sutton in
the #64 would come home 4th, and
after a furious battle with the #74 of
Jared Broadbent, Trey Buff in the
#69 would grab a top 5 with a 5th
place finish.

The NASCAR Whelen All Amer-
ican Series Late Models would hit
the track next to finish out the sec-
ond of their two 40 lap features. As
a result of a 9 car inversion from
the finishing order of the first 40 lap
feature, Eric Gerchak in the #21
would find himself starting in the
top spot with the #28 of Chris Hud-
speth to his outside. Annabeth

Barnes Crum in the #12 and Alex
Reece in the #18 would make up
row 2. Gerchak and Hudspeth
would jockey back and forth for the
top spot until Gerchak would finally
nose ahead. Race one winner,
Justin Carroll in the #57, would
start at the rear of the field but me-
thodically start making his way
through the field. The #95 of Jacob
Heafner would get to the top spot
after working his way around the
leader and look to make his way to
Victory Lane for the first time. Car-
roll and the #2 of Tanner Gray
would look to spoil Heafner's party
as they would work their way up to
and around the young driver.
Heafner would still have plenty of
fight left in him as he would get
back around Gray and give chase
to the leader, Carroll. Carroll would
prove too strong and pull off a
sweep of the doubleheader 40 lap
features for the premier division.
Heafner would finish 2nd with Gray
close behind in 3rd. Annabeth
Barnes Crum in the #12 would
have a good run finishing 4th as
would the #28 of Chris Hudspeth in
finishing 5th.

Closing out the night would be
the always exciting Smash & Crash
Series. The always interesting trac-
tor tire would once again rear its
ugly head as he would make the
4th turn a 360 degree obstacle
course. Mayhem and chaos would
be the norm for the event as parts
would be strewn all around the
course. At the end of the evening
Justin Austin would limp his bat-
tered beast #1 sedan across the
finish line 1st and take home the
winner's trophy.

Next week the NASCAR Whe-
len All American Series will be back
in action at Americaʼs Most Famous
Short Track with 321 Lawnmower
Night at the Races featuring Twin
40 lap features for the Late Models,
35 laps for the Paramount Auto
Group Limited Late Models, 35 laps
for the One Design Super Trucks,
25 laps for the Carolina Custom
Golf Cart 4-Cylinders, and 20 laps
for the Renegades.

Gates open at 4:45pm, Qualify-
ing at 5pm, Autograph Session at
6pm, and Racing at 7pm.

Tickets only $12.50 Adults,
$10.50 Teens/Seniors, Children 12
& under FREE.

In two weeks, May 26th, the
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries will return to action with a full
slate of racing for Woodforest Bank
Night at the Races.

On June 2nd the ever popular
fan favorite Knights of Destruction
returns to America's Most Famous
Short Track. Advance tickets are on

sale now by calling the track at
828-464-3655.

And just recently announced, on
July 6th and 7th the Monster
Trucks hit the track at Hickory
Motor Speedway for the Monster
Trucks of Destruction. For more
info on the event and tickets call
the track at 828-464-3655.

For more info check us out
at www.hickorymotorspeedway.co
m, Facebook, Twitter, and Insta-
gram.

Bowman Gray Stadium
Last week, Bobby Measmer and

Jonathan Brown left the race early
and headed to the pits with me-
chanical issues. On Saturday, they
left the race with the checkered.

Jonathan Brown of Winston-
Salem won Saturdayʼs first 25-lap-
per for the Bradʼs Golf Cars
Modified Series. Concord resident
Bobby Measmer brought home the
victory in the second 25-lap race –
his first win ever at the Madhouse.

Lee Jeffreys of Wallburg was the
fastest qualifier, placing him on the
pole for the start of the first Modi-
fied race. Jonathan Brown turned
the second fastest time and started
second. As the green flag waved,
the two powered forward, beating
and banging for the lead until
Brown was the one who emerged
in the top spot. “I really hate that
me and Lee got together on that
start. I think we were both just
going for the same real estate,”
said Brown.

The #22 of Brown then held on
to take the win. It was a welcome
change of events for Brown, who
has suffered for much of the sea-
son with bad luck and mechanical
problems. “We have literally had
the worst luck this year. I think this
is the second race weʼve finished
out of four,” said Brown. “The carʼs
pretty good. I think we can defi-
nitely make it a lot better, and I
think these boys are in trouble this
year.”

The “Madhouse Scramble” sent
Frank Fleming of Mount Airy to the
pole for the second race. Fleming
shot out to claim the lead on the
start, but Lady Luck was wreaking
havoc throughout the field behind
him. Points leader Burt Myers of
Walnut Cove had a run-in with Je-
remy Gerstner. Tim Brown of To-
baccoville fell off the pace and then
set off a collision with Randy But-
ner of Pfafftown.

Bobby Measmer, who started in
ninth, climbed his way through the
field and was eventually pressuring
Fleming for the lead. “We brought
our lucky horseshoe tonight that
one of my cousins gave me. It

mustʼve worked,” said Measmer.
“We missed a big wreck there with
Burt and Jeremy - got around Tim.
It was just me and Frank then. And
on the restart, I saw his car was re-
ally tight. I got inside of him a few
times and finally completed the
pass.”

After passing Fleming for the
lead, Measmer went on to take the
checkered. It was his first win at the
legendary quarter-mile, making him
the 135th driver to win a featured
event at the Stadium and adding
him to the list of fabled winners
such as Richard Petty, Junior John-
son, and Glen Wood. “To finally put
my name on that list is pretty awe-

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Jonathan Brown celebrating his
victory in Saturdayʼs first Modi-
fied race.(ERIC HYLTON photo)

After claiming the checkered in
the second Modified race of the
night, Bobby Measmer smiles
in Winnerʼs Circle. It was his
first win ever at the Madhouse.
(ERIC HYLTON photo)



(Continued…)

some,” said Measmer.
"The car has been re-
ally good. We just had-
nʼt had the end results.
To finally seal that deal
tonight and put our
name on that list - Iʼm
ready to get more wins
now.”

In the Texas Steak
& Tap House Sports-
man Series, Dylan
Ward of Winston-
Salem was leading the
way in the first 20-lap-
per. He seemed im-
possible to beat, but

mechanical troubles arose and
took him out of the race on lap 19.
Zack Clifton of Walkertown moved
up into the lead and went on to win.

Kevin Neal of Walkertown took
the checkered in the second
Sportsman race. He kept his nose
clean at the front while Derek Stoltz
of Walkertown and Tommy Neal of
Walkertown battled behind him.

Spencer Martin of Winston-
Salem was the fastest qualifier for
the Law Offices of John Barrow
Street Stock Series on Saturday.
He battled with Jacob Creed to
grab the lead away on lap 48 in the
Whelen Street Stock 50, claiming
the checkered in the Street Stock
Divisionʼs largest and most presti-
gious race of the season.

In the Q104.1 Stadium Stock
Series, A.J. Sanders of Mocksville
and Brandon Brendle of Winston-
Salem each brought home a win.

Rockford Speedway
Persistent cold and wet condi-

tions have forced officials at Rock-
ford Speedway to cancel Saturday
night's "Ladies Night" racing pro-
gram. 

Racing resumes next Saturday
night May 19 with Northwest Bank
Kids Night featuring the Kids Coin
Scramble and School Bus Jump
along with racing for the Stanley
Steemer NASCAR Late Models,
Miller Lite American Short Track-
ers, T.E.D. Transit Bandits and
Kickstart Roadrunners. Gates open
at 5 PM, with racing at 7:07 PM.
Adult admission is $12, Kids 11 and
under are admitted FREE. The first
500 kids admitted next weekend
will also receive a FREE racing
poster. 

For more information, please
visit rockfordspeedway.com or call
815-633-1500.

Berlin Raceway
This weekend was set to be a

Michigan Double Header for Sprint

car fans with the Must See Racing
group running Friday at Birch Run
and Saturday here at Berlin. With
the cancellation of
the Friday's event and after dis-
cussing Saturdayʼs forecast with
the Must See Racing Sprint Car
group, Berlin Raceway officials
along with Must See Racing have
decided in respect of all the travel-
ing teams to postpone this Satur-
day May 12thʼs event. The Must
See Racing sprints will be resched-
uled to Monday June 11 making the
already prestigious Money In The
Bank event featuring Nascar driver
Kyle Busch, now even bigger.

Carteret County Speedway
SWANSBORO, NC – Brandon

Clements led 74 of 80 laps in Sat-
urday nightʼs Late Model feature at
Carteret County Speedway to
score his first division victory.

Clements qualified on the pole,
but Tyler Horne took the early lead
for Clements.  On the sixth lap of
the race, Clements came roaring
past and drove away from the field
to score the win.  After the race,
Clements was jubilant about his
victory and about winning just two
days before his second wedding
anniversary.

“Itʼs a great anniversary present
to Cali and a great Motherʼs Day
present to my mom, my mother-in-
law and all the moms out there,”
Clements said in victory lane.
“Wendell Davis and his crowd and
our team, this thing drove like a
dream.  Clay was a little better than
us on the first couple laps, but after
that, the car got to where it was
turning really well and we could
manage our tires.  Clay gave us a
run on the restarts but we had a
dominant car.”

Jones came to Carteret County
Speedway fresh off a win last
weekend at Southern National Mo-
torsports Park.  He raced his way
to the runner-up position after start-
ing fifth in a race he was using as a
practice session for the $15,000-to-
win Solid Rock Carriers 150, which
will be run on July 7th.

“Congratulations to Brandon
man,” Jones stated.  “That thing
was hooked up for sure.  We strug-
gled bad all day.  We ran awesome
last weekend at Southern Na-
tional.  Changed a bunch of stuff
and it worked there.  Come down
here and itʼs a whole different ani-
mal down here.  Flat track, no
banking, we changed everything
from bumper to bumper again.  Itʼs
just been a struggled today.  Hot,
long day.  To finish second is like a
win.”

T.J. Barron finished third while

Mini Tyrrell, Chris Burns, Dustin
Yeoman and Tyler Horne rounded
out the field.

Clements became the second
different winner in the second race
of the season in the Late Model di-
vision.  He is also the second
driver, joining Clay Jones, to win
races in Late Models and Mini
Stocks.  With his victory on Satur-
day, Clements should inherit the
points lead.

Adam Resnick and Caleb Day
scored their third consecutive wins
at Carteret County Speedway in
the U-CAR and Legends divisions
respectively. 

Resnick got to the lead in the
early laps of the U-CAR feature
and held off Steve Sullivan and An-
drew Jackson to score the win.

“We didnʼt blow them out,”

Resnick said.  “They were racing
each other.  Itʼs amazing.  Steve
Sullivan, these guys are so good.
Weʼre not winning because weʼre
faster.  Weʼre winning because
weʼre lucky.  Weʼll keep taking the
luck because it can all stop pretty
soon.”

Caleb Day dominated in the
Legends feature, while nursing a
motor that expired shortly after the
finish of the race, to win over Bren-
ton Irving and Justin Mitchell.  Irv-
ing and Mitchell were both involved
in a last lap incident when Mitchell
spun off Irvingʼs front bumper com-
ing to the checkered flag.  Mitchell
finished third. 

However, in victory lane, it was
all about the continued dominance
of Caleb Day.  Day has now won
six consecutive races in the Leg-
ends division, with two wins at
Southern National, three wins at
Carteret County Speedway and a
win at Coastal Plains Raceway
Park.

“Thatʼs the last race for that
motor,” Day said.  “I smelled it with
about five to go and I just said a
prayer.  I donʼt know if itʼs going to
fire up to drive back to the trailer.  (It
didnʼt.)  We had a good run.  It feels
good.  I was a little nervous.  The
car was not where it needed to be.
We were way off and I was glad
everybody else was a little off too.”

Father and son bookended the
podium in the Street Stock race.
The son, James Horner, scored the
victory in the 35 lap feature while
father, Jimmy Horner, finished in
third.  In between those two was
Brandon Manning.  Ricky Locklair,
Jr. had qualified on the pole and
had the early lead, but he was
forced to retire from the event with
a mechanical issue, paving the way
for the younger Horner.

“I wish Ricky had stayed in it,”
Horner said.  “I think we would
have put on a good show.  It would
have been a close race.  Iʼve got to
thank Brandon Manning.  My left
front motor locked up and he did a
great job saving both of our cars.  I
have to give a hand off to him.  I
canʼt thank everybody enough for
this.”

Kris Hetu held off Travis Provost
and Travis Miller in a wild Battlefield
Tire Pros Mini Stock feature which
saw numerous cautions.  It took
four attempts to get the first lap
complete in a sequence of events
which saw two of the podium fin-
ishers themselves have issues.

Stephen Sanders, who won in
Mini Stocks two weeks ago, arrived
at the track literally less than five
minutes before the feature race
started after running at East Car-
olina Motor Speedway.  Sanders
raced his way up to second before
being forced to retire with mechan-

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Brandon Clements celebrates in victory lane after winning at
Carteret County Speedway on May 12th. (JADEN
AUSTIN/RACE22.COM photo)



(Continued…)

ical issues.
Joseph Bryant

scored the win in the
Mini Cup class in a
photofinish over Justin
Hall and Steve
Chauncey.  J.R. Taylor
scored the win in the
Intracoastal Crane
Works Champ Kart di-
vision over Daemyn
Ottaway and Lee Ott-
away.

Carteret County
Speedway will once
again be in action on
Sunday, May 27th for

the third running of the Memorial
Classic.  The race will be headlined
by Late Models with the rest of the
schedule to be finalized early this
week.

For more information about
Carteret County Speedway, visit
the trackʼs official website
at www.carteretspeedway.com,
“like” Carteret County Speedway
on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action with the Street
Stock division taking center stage
with the extra distance Casagrande
Builders Street Stock 25.  Michael
Hopkins took down the extra dis-
tance win while other feature win-
ners on the night included Keith
Rocco winning his 3rd race in as
many starts this season in the SK
Modified® feature, Darrell Keane
was a first time career winner in the
Late Model feature, Bryan Narducci
was also a first time winner in the
SK Light feature, and Ryan Fearn
outdueled his sister Alexandra to
win the Limited Late Model feature. 

In the 25-lap Casagrande
Builders Street Stock event, Greg
DeMone took the lead at the green
with Chris Bagnall moving up to
second.  Vince Gambacorta took
third with Rob Sears sliding back to
fourth after starting on pole and
Travis Hydar was fifth.  Richard
Ciriello spun in turn 4 but everyone
was able to avoid him and he did a
360 spin and kept going to keep the
racer under green flag conditions.
The caution came out with 5 laps
complete as Sears spun in turn 1
and collected the car of George
Bessette, Jr.

Demone took the lead back
under green with Bagnall and
Hydar behind him.  Behind the lead
trio, Brandon MIchale went 3-side

to get by both Michael Hopkins and
Johnny Walker to move into fourth.
Walker took fifth with Hopkins slot-
ting into line in sixth.

Walker made a move to the in-
side of Michael on lap-11 to move
into fourth and he brought Hopkins
with him up to fifth as Michael slid
back to seventh as Zack Robinson
took sixth.  Hopkins was applying
heavy pressure to Walker and he
was able to make a pass stick in
turn 4 on lap-13 to move up to
fourth.  Robinson and Michael fol-
lowed Hopkins through to drop
Walker back to seventh.  The cau-
tion came out with 16 laps com-
plete for a spin by Vince
Gambacorta in turn 4 with Demone
still leading Bagnall up front.

Bagnall took the lead from De-
Mone on the restart with Hopkins
trying to hold off DeMone for sec-
ond.  Hopkins got clear to second
on lap-18 with DeMone settling into
third.  Walker was fourth with Hydar
right behind him in fifth.  Hopkins
took the lead from Bagnall on lap-
19 and that opened the door for
DeMone to move into second.
Hydar took third with Michael fourth
and Walker fifth as Bagnall slid
back to sixth in line.  Walker and
Hydar touched in turn 1 with Hydar
nearly spinning out to bring the
caution out.  Walker was sent to the
rear of the field for making contact
with Hydar.

Hopkins took the lead on the
restart with Michael in second.  De-
Mone was third in line with Meghan
Fuller up to fourth and Bagnall fifth.
Hopkins led Michael to the check-
ered flag to take his first win of the
2018 season.  DeMone finished
third with Fuller and Bagnall round-
ing out the top-5.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Stephen Kopcik took
the early lead while it was 2 by 2
behind him with Josh Wood and
Joey Cipriano side by side for sec-
ond and Chase Dowling and Glen
Reen side by side for fourth.  Wood
powered his way into the lead on
lap-3 and he brought Cipriano with
him as Kopcik fell back to third in
line.  Dowling and Reen were still
side by side for fourth place.  Reen
finally got clear on the outside of
Dowling and he took fourth on lap-
6.  

Cipriano took the lead from
Wood on lap-6 and Kopcik followed
him by to move into second.  Wood
slid back to fourth place as Reen
took third and Todd Owen was now
up to fifth.  Tom Bolles spun in the
middle of turns 3+4 to bring the
caution out with 12 laps complete.  

Cipriano took the lead on the
restart but the caution came back

out as Dan Wessons spun in turn 1
and collected Tony Membrino, Jr.
before a host of cars took a spin
through the backstretch grass.

Kopcik worked his way back to
the front on the restart with Cipri-
ano and Todd Owen side by side
for second.  Reen and Keith Rocco
were side by side for fourth but that
quickly changed on lap-16 as
Owen took second and Rocco
pulled alongside Owen on the out-
side.  Going into turn 3, Reen
touched tires with Owen and that
set off a chain reaction that col-
lected several cars and brought out
the caution flag with 16 laps com-
plete.

Rocco charged into the lead on
the restart and Eric Berndt came up
to second with Michael Christo-
pher, Jr. third, Kopcik fourth, and
Michael Gervais, Jr. fifth.  Berndt
nearly took the lead from Rocco on
lap-21, but Rocco was able to fend
off his challenge in turn 4.  Things
began to settle in and with 10 laps
to go it was still Rocco in front with
Berndt hot on his trail in second.
Christopher, Jr. was third with Kop-
cik in fourth and Gervais in fifth.
Zach Leone spun coming out of
turn 2 to bring the caution out with
36 laps complete and set up a 4-lap
dash to the finish.

D.J. Burnham spun on the
restart to bring the caution right
back out.  The restart saw Christo-
pher, Jr. nearly stick his car in a 3-
wide move for the lead but he
settled back into third as Rocco
and Berndt were side by side for
the lead.  Berndt slotted back into
single file on lap-38 and he nearly
made a pass before backing out of
the move.  Berndt made one last
effort to take the lead but Rocco led
him to the checkered flag to pick up
his third win in three races to start
the season.  Christopher, Jr. fin-
ished third with Kopcik and Gervais
rounding out the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, Tyler Leary streaked into the
early lead with Darrell Keane slot-
ting into second with Tom Fearn in
third.  Mike Quintiliano was fourth
but he was under heavy pressure
from Paul Arute for the position and
Arute was able to take over fourth
on lap-5.  One lap later saw Fearn
move by Keane to take over sec-
ond place while Leary was still out
front.

Fearn quickly ran Leary down
and on lap-11 he made a move in
turn 4 to take over the race lead.
Arute was looking to make a pass
on Keane for third but Keane was
able to maintain third while Quintil-
iano was still in fifth.  The caution
came out with 17 laps complete for

a spin in turns 3+4 by Michael
Wray.

Fearn streaked back to the lead
on the restart but his car began to
puff smoke out the rear end.
Keane slotted into second with
Arute third, Leary fourth and Cliff
Saunders was fifth.  The cauiont
came out with 19 laps complete for
a spin in turn 2 buy Cliff Saunders
and Chase Cook.  Under the cau-
tion flag, Fearn was black flagged
and he reported to his pit stall
where his team went to work under
the hood.  Fearn went back out on
the track but came right back to pit
road.  Fearnʼs car appeared to
have an oil leak and his misfortune
put Keane and Arute on the front
row for the restart with Leary and Al
Saunders in the second row.

Al Saunders spun and backed
into the wall on the restart to bring
the caution right back out.  Glen
Reen was parked by race officials
for the remainder of the race for
making contact with Saunders.

Keane took the lead back under
green with Leary and Arute locked
in a side by side duel for second.
Leary got clear of Arute on lap-21
and his move opened the door for
Wray to stick his nose to the inside
of Arute and challenge for third.
Wray completed the pass on lap-22
and Cook followed Wray to take
fourth from Arute, who dropped
back to fifth in line.  

Up front, Keane and Leary were
in a nose to tail battle for the lead
with Wray in third.  Arute came
back strong and moved back into
fourth with Cliff Saunders in fifth as
Cook slid back to seventh in line.
Keane held Leary off to the check-
ered flag to pick up his first career
Late Model feature win.  Wray fin-
ished third with Arute and Cliff
Saunders rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light feature
event, Wesley Prucker charged
into the lead at the green with
Glenn Griswold using the outside
line to his advantage to power his
way into second.  Alexander Pearl
was third with Cassandra Cole and
Todd Douillard side by side for
fourth.  Cole took fourth with Geoff
Nooney now side by side with
Douillard for fifth on lap-4 as Gris-
wold was locked on the back
bumper of Prucker in a fight for the
lead.

Prucker the lead back under
green while the car on the charge
was Bryan Narducci.  Narducci
quickly worked his way through
traffic and he took the lead from
Prucker on lap-18.  Narducci then
led the field to the checkered flag to
pick up his first win of his rookie
season.  Prucker finished second.
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