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Jimmie Johnsonʼs
quest for a record-set-
ting eighth champi-
onship survived a
second round of elimi-
nations Sunday. Now
he knows it will
take a victory –
not luck – to
get through
Round 3.

NASCARʼs un-
predictable playoff format
sent former champion Matt
Kenseth and the driver with
the second-most wins this
year, Kyle Larson, to the bench,
along with Ricky Stenhouse Jr. and
Jamie McMurray.

At the same time, Chase Elliott,
who still is looking for his first Cup
victory after 73 career starts, and
Ryan Blaney, who has one win in
86 races, advanced.

Johnson has been to Victory
Lane three times this year, but all
three came in the first 13 races.
Since then, his Hendrick Motor-
sports team has struggled to keep
pace with only one top-five in the
last 19.

“Itʼs just a roller-coaster ride
youʼre on,” Johnson said after a
pedestrian-like 11th-place effort
that included two spins at the
Kansas Speedway.

“Weʼre just trying to keep the car
on the track and keep it going. You
can just never give up in this sport.
Thatʼs one thing that this team has
always prided themselves on and
Iʼm very thankful for that.”

It will take more than staying on
the track and keeping the wheels
rolling to derail Martin Truex Jr. He
won for the seventh time this sea-
son – and third time in six playoff
races – at Kansas. He now has so
many playoff bonus points, heʼs es-
sentially locked into the champi-
onship round at the
Homestead-Miami Speedway.

The last four wins by Truex have
come on 1.5-mile tracks. Two of the
final four racetracks, including
championship race-host Home-
stead-Miami, are 1.5-mile race-
ways.

“Thatʼs just crazy. Itʼs craziness,”
Truex said. “It reminds me of last
year, all the miles [588] we led in
the Coke 600. No one had ever
done that in the history of the sport.

“To be doing things like that this
day and age with the competition

level the way it is, how close every-
one is, itʼs unbelievable. Itʼs a credit
to my team and all our partners and
everybody, honestly, who makes
this possible. It just shows that we
just have the right combination right

now. I donʼt know how,
why, or what, but it sure
does feel good.”

Truex is so far out
front in the standings, five
of the remaining eight
drivers canʼt mathemati-
cally catch him next week
at the Martinsville Speed-
way. But since Larson
started Sundayʼs race

ranked third and was eliminated
after he finished 39th with engine
failure.

But donʼt expect him to put his
No. 78 Toyota on cruise control.

“Again, I mean, thereʼs no guar-
antee weʼll even get to Homestead
yet,” Truex said. “One race at a
time. You look at me like I'm crazy,
but Larson was plus-[22]. He was
[third] in points. He didn't make it.

“Iʼve been saying it all year, they
all say Iʼm a lock because I got so
many playoff points. Iʼm telling you,
itʼs not that simple. We got to go out
and perform; can't have an engine
failure; can't get in a crash five laps
into Martinsville. We got to focus on
one race at a time and do the best
job we can do, try to keep the mo-
mentum going.”

Larson offered important advice
to the remaining playoff drivers,
saying:

“Iʼm not stunned because freak
things happen in every sport. I
mean you look at every year in the
past and a lot of times, most every
time at least in the new playoff for-
mat era not always does the best
team win. Not saying we are the
best team, but we have been one
of the contenders all season long.

“So, Iʼm not stunned, because it
is a long 10-race playoff season, so
anything can happen, but we have
had a solid playoff. We have been
consistent and just now got bit.”

And then thereʼs Johnson, whoʼs
made a career of overcoming chal-
lenges.

“Weʼre not where we want to be,
there's no doubt about it,” Johnson
said. “But, weʼre staying alive, and
I know this team so well, we can
find something and weʼre going to
try to get it.

“Itʼs not back to zero with all
those stage points. For us to ad-

vance moving forward weʼve got to
win. Weʼve got to win one of these
next few races coming up. Itʼs re-
ally simple from our standpoint.
Weʼve got to get some speed in our
cars and weʼve got to win a race.”

And as long as Johnson still is in
the playoffs, he will have every-

oneʼs attention.
Including Truex.
“He made it again, didnʼt he?

Spinning through the grass, [and
heʼs] still going on,” Truex said.

But just how far he will go will
depend on speed and victories, not
luck.
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Donʼt Count Johnson

Out Just Yet

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an

online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have

been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We

are covering all the racing series, off track news and other fea-

tures that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the

news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online

for FREE is to send your email address to

fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
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Welcome 2017 Race Fans!

No matter what the problem, Jimmie Johnson, Crew Chief Chad

Knause, and the Loweʼs #48 pit crew makes the cut, race after

race. Johnsonʼs march toward his 8th championship is not over

yet. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



It never fails. If I
walk in the local gro-
cery store and see a
friend, this first ques-
tion heʼll ask me is
“Whatʼs wrong with
r a c i n g ? ”
Go out to a
restaurant
for an en-
joyable din-
ner, see
a n o t h e r
friend and
hear “Why
are there

no fans in the stands at
the NASCAR races?” It
even happens after
church when Iʼm standing outside
talking with friends. The most fre-
quent question asked me is about
the decline of our sport.

If you think Iʼm kidding, log into
your facebook or social media
pages and check out the re-
sponses from race fans throughout
the country. Itʼs getting very rare
that a day passes without a col-
umn, blog, or radio show dis-
cussing the problems in our sport.
Granted there are rare occasions
when the positive side of motor-
sports is discussed, but those times
are fewer and fewer.

Just as I tell my friends who ask,
I donʼt have the answers to their
questions. However, I may have an
opinion that you may or may not
want to hear. Most will listen briefly
before they begin spouting out is-
sues with the sport. Makes me
wonder why they ever ask me in
the first place when they have all
the answers anyway!

After watching the NASCAR
races at Kansas Speedway last
weekend, I really had to shake my
head. The system used to deter-
mine the Champion in each of the
top three divisions of NASCAR has
seen several changes in recent
years. Long gone are the days
when you practice, qualify, race
and the driver with the most points
wins the title in each of these divi-
sions. Apparently, a system that
was good enough for Richard Petty
and Dale Earnhardt Sr. is not good
enough for the drivers of today.

Iʼll be one of the first to admit
that SOME change is good for our
sport. However, I still question why
the system has to be complicated
to be acceptable. I understand that
money drives the sport and that
every series sponsor wants to
leave their mark on the sport. But
why does that mean changing the

system that is used to determine
their champion?

While I understand that the “race
within a race” to gain segment
and/or playoff points does provide
some degree of excitement, Iʼm not

thrilled with watching a
race on television and
hearing every lap
about the points “as
they run are this”. The
fans deserve to know
where their favorite
driver stands, but too
much of a good thing
gets old quickly.

I also understand
that changing the point
system has created the

urgency to “race” every lap and not
just run to the finish. I like the fact
that winning is important and
should be rewarded, but all these
stage/segment point carrying over
throughout the playoffs seems a lit-
tle much. If you want to use a
“carry-over” system, why not use
points earned in each round carry
over to next round and not carry all
the regular season points to the
final round? You still promote rac-
ing, but you are rewarding each
race in each round for the next
round only.

One of the biggest complaints
that I read and hear each week is
the inspection process and the
rules package. I have defended the
inspection process since the incep-
tion of the current system. To pro-

vide an “equal playing field” has al-
ways been the goal of any sanc-
tioning body, and I agree with the
constant improvements to the in-
spection process to reach that
means. And, Iʼve been around this
sport long enough to know that,
whatever the inspection process is,
teams will do their dead-level best
to “push the envelope” of the rules.
Always have; always will. Anyone
ever heard the old adage “If you
ainʼt cheatinʼ, you ainʼt racinʼ”?
Well, the “gray area” that used to
be pushed by many crew chiefs for
years has been narrowed with the
advent of the new inspection
process. And, those who continue
to push that edge are penalized by
one means or another. At some
point, the sanctioning body has to
make the penalty fit the crime.  

Another rule that has been en-
forced more this year than ever if
the loose lugnut rule. There are
strict guidelines for the installation
of lugnuts and the number tight on
each wheel. As talented as the pit
crews are today, a mistake will still
occur. 

Some of these mistakes may be
for the benefit of saving time, some
may be accidents. The problem I
have is why is the crew chief sus-
pended? I know that he is respon-
sible for the actions of his team, but
penalize or suspend the guilty party
(tire changer/carrier) and not the
crew chief. A fine would be in order,
and has been utilized and in-
creased at an alarming rate.

I guess that Iʼm just “old school”.
I want to see races determined and

won on the race track. I hate to see
a driver and team denied the op-
portunity to continuing racing for a
title due to the mistake of a crew
member on pit road. Should penal-
ties be enforced, absolutely. But, I
believe a detailed look in the sever-
ity of the penalty is in order.

Weʼre asked about the television
ratings and attendance of races.
Who knows the real reason, but,
with the competition for the enter-
tainment dollar that currently exists,
people who were devoted fans
have chosen to spend their hard
earned money elsewhere. Has the
competition on the track been the
reason? What about the pure cost
for a family to attend races? Has
the retirement of several of our
sports biggest stars been a factor?
Has the marketing and promotions
surrounding our sport been an
issue?

Having worked in this sport for
many years in different roles, I can
appreciate some of the issues fac-
ing our sport. It takes sponsors,
and their tremendous advertising
and promotional budgets, to make
their involvement pay off for them.
The ROI (Return on Investment)
has been a major question for
years, and a major factor in the
value of sponsorships today. Is
there a valid reason to be involved
in this sport, you bet it is! Does it
provide the ROI for your company
that it once did? Thatʼs the question
asked in board rooms around the
country.

I guess that I just remember our
sport back in “simpler times”. I talk
to people who work in motorsports
every week, and many tell me itʼs
more of a job now than it used to
be. Many say that the “fun factor” is
no longer there. Without question,
our sport, and all the other major
sport leagues, are a business more
so now than ever before. Goes
back to that money driving the
sport theory, doesnʼt it.

I sincerely hope that the 2017
NASCAR Champion of the Monster
Energy, Camping World Truck, and
XFINITY Series is determined ON
the track. Just like baseball, bas-
ketball, and football, I want the
players to decide the winner, not
the referees or officials. I also want
the game to be played within the
rules, and I expect violators of the
rules to be punished. Is that too
much to ask? I certainly hope not!

Well, Iʼve held my tongue/pen all
year, and I finally decided to get on
my soapbox. I hope that my com-
ments were taken in the spirit in
which they were written. Remem-
ber, Iʼm only responsible for what I
said, not for what you understand.
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DENNIS PUNCH

As the cars come down the track, the grandstands seem a bit

sparse as far as crowd is concerned several weeks back at Char-

lotte Motor Speedway. The show was good, the race was good, but

the crowds were not. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER

KANSAS CITY,
KS - Martin Truex Jr.
survived a restart
penalty and an un-
scheduled pit stop to
return to what has be-
come a thoroughly fa-
miliar locale—Victory
Lane—in Sundayʼs

Hollywood Casino 400 at Kansas
Speedway.

In a dramatic race that brought
Truex his seventh Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series win of the
season, calamity eliminated four
drivers from the series Playoff.
Jamie McMurray, Ricky Stenhouse
Jr., Matt Kenseth and Kyle Larson
all saw their postseason hopes end
with the final event in the Round of
12.

The shocker was Larson, who
fell out of the race on Lap 77 when
his engine exploded on the
frontstretch after dropping a cylin-
der a few laps earlier. The driver of
the No. 42 Chip Ganassi Racing
Chevrolet finished 39th in a 40-car
field and dropped to ninth in the
standings, nine points behind Jim-
mie Johnson.

The seven-time champion
moved into the Round of 8 despite
spinning twice in the space of five
laps late in the race. But Johnson
was the prime beneficiary when
NASCAR parked Kenseth, after a
massive wreck on Lap 198, for a vi-
olation of the damaged vehicle pol-
icy, specifically having too many
crewmen over the wall to work on
the car on pit road.

Racing just hours after Furniture
Row Racing road-crew fabricator
Jim Watson succumbed to a heart

attack, Truex finished 2.284 sec-
onds ahead of runner-up Kurt
Busch to become the first driver to
sweep both Kansas races in the
same year. The victory was Truexʼs
second at the track and the 14th of
his career.

"Just canʼt say enough about all
these guys on this Furniture
Row/Bass Pro Toyota," Truex said.
"Just really proud of them. Defi-
nitely racing with heavy hearts
today with losing Jim (Watson) last
night. Want to send our condo-
lences to his family and all of his
friends. He was a heck of a guy
and a great worker and put a lot of
speed in these Furniture Row Toy-

otas, so glad we could get him one
here.

"Excited to get another one here
at Kansas. This feels really awe-
some. Itʼs really Furniture Rowʼs
home track (closest to the teamʼs
Denver, Colorado, headquarters).
"It just feels really good to finally get
– to finally get another one here.
We got that one in the spring after
so many heartbreaks, and then
today it looked like it was going to
happen and we just persevered."

Ryan Blaney charged from a
40th-place starting spot—the result
of an inspection failure after quali-

fying—to finish third and cruise into
the Round of 8.

"We started off in the back, and
I was able to make some good
ground early," said Blaney, who
starts the Round of 8 as the sev-
enth seed, 60 points behind Truex,
who increased his series-leading
playoff point total to 69.

"We were able to run up through
there and made good adjustments
throughout the day, which got us in
a spot to be up toward the front to-
wards the end and advance. It was
a solid day for our team. We over-
came a lot coming from the back,
and they should be proud of that."

Chase Elliott and Denny Hamlin
ran fourth and fifth, respectively, to
advance to the Round of 8. Kevin
Harvick also stayed alive in the
postseason with an eighth-place
result, as did Kyle Busch with a
10th-place finish.

Johnson came home 11th after
avoiding serious damage during his
two spins, the first of which sent his
No. 48 Hendrick Motorsports

Chevrolet sliding across the
frontstretch grass.

It wasnʼt a problem-free race for
Truex either. On a Lap 36 restart
after a competition caution, Truex
dipped below the white line on the
apron before reaching the start/fin-
ish line—a point of admonition in
the driversʼ meeting.

After serving a pass-through
penalty, Truex remained on the
lead lap and began to work his way
forward, but an unscheduled pit
stop on Lap 91 because of a loose
wheel put the No. 78 Toyota a lap
down. Brett Moffittʼs crash into the

Turn 2 wall with four laps left in
Stage 2 kept him on the lead circuit
after the other contending cars had
come to pit road for green-flag
stops.

"Just couldnʼt believe some of
the things that were happening and
thought there was no way that we
were going to win that race at some
point," Truex said. "That first restart
violation really caught me by sur-
prise and that hurt, but that wasnʼt
the last blow we had to take. There
was the loose wheel we had to pit
for under green and getting a lap
down and being able to stay out
through that last stage and get that
lap back was crucial.

"Without that, we didnʼt have a
shot. Then we got back mid-pack
and had a couple really good
restarts to get some track position
and then really fought the car
through that part of the race and
had to make some big adjust-
ments. I felt like at the end we got
dialed in pretty good. Iʼm pretty
happy with that."
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Truex Rallies for

Kansas Win, as Playoff
Field is Trimmed to

Eight Drivers

Martin Truex Jr. takes time after winning the Hollywood Casino 400 at Kansas Speedway to answer

questions from the broadcast media. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)

Matt Kenseth lost his chance to qualify for the Round of 8 after he

had too many crewman over the wall during a pit stop. (JOHN

HARRELLSON/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER

KANSAS CITY,
KS - Saturdayʼs
Kansas Lottery 300
may have been the
opening race in the
Round of 8 of the
NASCAR XFINITY
Series Playoff, but the
real drama involved
two Joe Gibbs Racing
teammates outside

the championship battle.
On Lap 197 of 200 at Kansas

Speedway, Christopher Bell caught
and passed Erik Jones for the lead,
clearing Jonesʼ No. 20 Joe Gibbs
Racing Toyota with a slide job and
drifting up to the outside wall right
in front of his JGR teammate.

Under a full head of steam,
Jones plowed into the back of
Bellʼs No. 18 Joe Gibbs Racing
Toyota, wrecking the No. 20 Camry,

which slowed markedly and fin-
ished 15th, a lap down.

Bell took the checkered flag with
polesitter Tyler Reddick and some
hard feelings on Jonesʼ part in his
wake.

"Itʼs not dirt racing," Jones com-
plained, referencing Bellʼs dirt-track
background. "Heʼs not clear. I canʼt
just stop on the top. I didnʼt expect
him to drive in on the bottom so
hard he wouldnʼt be able to hold his
lane.

"Itʼs unfortunate. I thought we
were going to race for the win, and
unfortunately, it wasnʼt much of a
race—it was more of a wreck. Weʼll
just have to move on."

Jones had led four times for 186
laps before Bell ran him down from
more than two seconds back in the
closing laps. The series leader in
the NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series, Bell got the victory in his

fifth start, becoming the first driver
to get his maiden XFINITY win at
the 1.5-mile track.

Bell also is the 10th straight dif-
ferent winner in the series.

"I never want to wreck anyone,
especially my teammate," Bell said.
"I donʼt know. My spotter said
ʻClear.ʼ I drove it in really deep. I felt
like I cleared him – I donʼt know.

"Itʼs my first XFINITY win. Iʼm
sorry that Erik didnʼt finish the race,
but, man, Iʼm just stoked. This thing
was awesome. To be able to win in
the XFINITY Series is something I
dreamed of as a kid. We were both
on old tires. We were sliding
around…

"Bummed for the way it finished,
but Iʼm glad it held on, man. I was
getting tire smoke in the car there
those last couple of laps, and I was
worried we werenʼt going to make
it."

Ryan Blaney ran third, followed
by playoff drivers and JR Motor-
sports teammates William Byron
and Justin Allgaier, the latter of
whom collected 11 stage points
and took over the top spot in the
standings by two points over Byron,

who had to start from the rear of the
field because of unapproved pre-
race adjustments to his No. 9 JR
Motorsports Chevrolet.

Elliott Sadler, another JRM entry,
recovered from a spin in Turn 4 on
Lap 76 to finish seventh and is third
in the Playoff standings, 11 points
behind Allgaier.

"A tire came apart—I donʼt know
whether I ran over something or
not," said Sadler, who turned side-
ways in the path of oncoming traf-
fic. 

Eventual sixth-place finisher
Austin Dillon did a masterful job of
avoiding Sadlerʼs spinning car.

"I gave ʻem a big target, but no-
body hit us," a relieved Sadler said
after the race.

Beyond the top three Playoff po-
sitions, little was decided. With two
races left in the Round of 8, thereʼs
an eight-point gap between fourth-
place Brennan Poole, who ran 12th
on Saturday, and eighth-place Cole
Custer, who brought his No. 00
Stewart-Haas Racing Ford to pit
road with two laps left because of a
cut tire and finished 19th, two laps
down.
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First NASCAR XFINITY
Series Win at Kansas

Christopher Bell celebrates his first NASCAR XFINITY Series victory in Kansas Speedwayʼs victory lane. (RUSSELL LABOUNTY/NKP

photo)
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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Twelve
drivers arrived in
Florida, champing at
the bit to get behind
the wheel and show
their talents at the
2017 NASCAR Drive
for Diversity Combine
presented by Honda
Generators. But be-
fore they could put the
cars in gear, they were

put through a battery of tests de-
signed to evaluate their off-track
preparation and skills that will be
equally invaluable to their dreams
of moving up the NASCAR ladder.

The drivers were put through a
series of stations at Bethune-Cook-
man University to evaluate their
skills in different media settings as
well as a physical training assess-
ment. 

"Driving a race car is a physical
moment: You need upper-body
strength, you need hand-eye coor-
dination, but mainly you need mus-
cle endurance," said Phil Horton,
who oversees the physical training
program with Rev Racing.

"You drive a car for three and a
half hours and there doesn't look
like there are a lot of strenuous
movements there. But you're hold-
ing a steering wheel all day. In
order to have muscle endurance,
you first need to have muscle
strength."

Fans are seeing more drivers
active on different areas outside of
racing, whether it's Jimmie John-
son running triathlons or Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. posting recaps of his long
weekend bike rides via the Relive
app. That's trickled down to the
younger drivers like Chase Elliott
and Ricky Stenhouse Jr., who've
incorporated cycling or Crossfit into
their daily routines.

"The mental toughness of being
in shape is important -- one of the
things we're looking for is their work
ethic," said Horton. "You need to
get in the gym early in the morning.
You need to do those situps, you
need to do those pushups, you
need to lift those weights. Not nec-
essarily like athletes in other
sports. But just do them on a con-
sistent basis. Without that fitness
part of it, you're doing something
every day that's preparing you to
be a driver." 

Both the combine and the team
will feature an enhanced focus on

seat time to increase competition at
the combine and on the track next
season. Since 2010, Rev Racing
has managed the NASCAR Drive
for Diversity team. It's compiled 17
wins among six different drivers
and produced national series race
winners Kyle Larson, Daniel
Suarez and Darrell Wallace Jr. Ear-
lier this year, Rev Racing's Macy
Causey became the first female
driver in the 61-year history of
South Boston Speedway to win a
Late Model Stock Car feature.

Ernie Francis Jr. is second-gen-
eration driver who is getting his first
taste of the NASCAR Drive for Di-
versity Combine. A multi-time
champion in Trans-Am Series pre-
sented by Pirelli, the 19-year-old
from south Florida is looking to
make a good impression.

"It's something new for me; I
come from a road-racing back-
ground," said Ernie Francis Jr.

"I'm used to a lot of the media
stuff with everything I've done in my
career. But some of the NASCAR
stuff they do, I'm not too used to
right now.

"The physical assessment, I'm a
pretty active driver and try to stay
physically fit with some of the en-
durance races I do. I think I'll do all
right here and we'll see how it goes
tomorrow when I get on track."

In addition to their time with Hor-
ton, the drivers also participated in
mock press conference panels as

well as conducted one-on-one in-
terviews with Bethune-Cookman's
radio station, WRWS-LPFM 99.1.
They also took a version of the
Wunderlich, specifically designed
from a driver attribute standpoint.
The test will help with the overall
evaluation of the drivers for selec-
tion. It will also be utilized to help
Rev Racing determine the crew
chief pairings for the 2018 season
and overall team dynamic.

In addition to being sponsored
by Honda Generators, the Com-
bine received sponsorship support
from partners AiM Tech, Bethune-
Cookman, Five Star Race Car Bod-
ies, M2 Promotions, Perryʼs Ocean
Edge Resort in Daytona Beach,

and Sunoco.
From the 12 combine partici-

pants, four will be selected for the
2018 season. Three of those driv-
ers will race full-time in the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East,
while also running full-time in the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries in a Late Model – totaling more
than 30 races next season.

In addition, the fourth driver will
compete full-time in the Late Model
program and serve as an alternate
for the K&N Pro Series program.

In an expanded role for next
year, Rev Racing will also select an
additional four youth drivers at a fu-
ture combine. Those drivers will

(Continued Next Page)
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Day 1: Off-Track
Assessment Prepares

Drivers To Get On Track

2017 NASCAR Drive for Diversity participants Brittany Zamora (l),

Colin Cabre (c) and Ernie Francis Jr. participate in a mock press

conference at Bethune Cookman University on October 16, 2017 in

Daytona Beach, Florida. (Jerry Markland/Getty Images for

NASCAR photo)
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participate in the or-
ganizationʼs expanded
Legends and Bande-
laros program next
season.

This past season,
Rev Racinghad two
Legends cars in the
Bojangles Summer
Shootout. The team
will also provide sev-
eral driver develop-
ment test sessions in
its Late Model at Lan-
gley Speedway in Vir-
ginia and New
Smyrna during the

2018 race season for prospective
multicultural and female drivers.

Drive For Diversity
Combine Gets On

Track On Day 2
NEW SMYRNA, FL - After a day

of media training and physical as-
sessment, the 12 drivers participat-
ing in the NASCAR Drive for
Diversity Combine presented by
Honda Generators finally got on
track Tuesday. But not without a lit-
tle extra waiting for the rain to clear
at New Smyrna Speedway.

Once the clouds moved away
and the track was dry, the drivers
were quick to get on the gas to
show off their skills around the
banked half-mile short track. The
drivers took turns with two 10-lap
sessions apiece in one of three
Late Models, which were identically
prepared by Rev Racing. Competi-
tion officials from NASCAR and
Rev Racing evaluated them on
their times, as well as their feed-
back and consistency throughout
their runs.

"It was amazing," said 16-year-
old Ryan Vargas, who is coming off
a season where he finished third in
the NASCAR Whelen All-American
Series California standings.

"To be here and take what I
learned and apply it today is really
big step for me.

"I've been saying it all weekend.
I'm more excited than I am nerv-
ous. I know in the end, there's four
spots available and we all have the
same opportunity to get those
spots. I'm just hoping I show with
my dedication and my consistency
on track that I am worthy."

As part of the evolution of the
NASCAR Drive for Diversity pro-
gram, which will feature an en-
hanced focus on seat time to
increase competition at the com-
bine and on the track next season,
this week has a little different look

than year's past. Twelve partici-
pants were invited to the three-day
tryout, out of which four will be se-
lected for the 2018 Rev Racing
team. Three of those drivers will
race full-time in the NASCAR K&N
Pro Series East, while also running
full-time in the NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series in a Late
Model – totaling more than 30
races next season. In addition, the
fourth driver will compete full-time
in the Late Model program and
serve as an alternate for the K&N
Pro Series program.

"The talent pool is deep and as
the years progressed, we wanted
to make sure we continued to up-
grade and improve the support we
give the drivers," said Max Siegel,
CEO of Rev Racing.

"We're having more in-depth
evaluation on track in both Late
Model and K&N Pro Series cars,
physical assessment and off-track
evaluation, and even restructuring
the composition of the team for
next year."

Since 2010, Rev Racing has
managed the NASCAR Drive for
Diversity team. It's compiled 17
wins among six different drivers
and produced national series race
winners Kyle Larson, Daniel
Suarez and Darrell Wallace Jr. Ear-
lier this year, Rev Racing's Macy
Causey became the first female
driver in the 61-year history of
South Boston Speedway to win a
Late Model Stock Car feature.

One of the other differences at
this year's Combine, the current
Rev Racing drivers who were in-
vited were also part of the on-track
testing.

"Having a whole season under
my belt with Rev Racing and know-
ing how calm they are and that they
just want us to do the best we can
do," said Causey, "I'm excited to
get back in the Late Model car and
see if I can improve my time a little
bit."

"For me, I do think of it in the
back of my mind, it is like I'm re-try-
ing out all over again -- they're eval-
uating everybody. I don't really try
to let it get to me. I try to do the best
I can do and work with what I've got
and see how it turns out."

Rain Washes Out Day
3 of NASCAR Drive

For Diversity Combine
NEW SMYRNA, FL - Heavy

rains overnight and throughout the
morning combined with track con-
ditions in the afternoon to wash out
Day 3 of the 2017 NASCAR Drive
for Diversity Combine presented by
Honda Generators. The 12 partici-

pants competing for a spot on the
2018 Rev Racing roster were
slated to take laps in the team's
NASCAR K&N Pro Series cars.
The early end to the session, how-
ever, did not adversely affect the
evaluation process.

"This has been probably our
most talented group of drivers
we've brought to the NASCAR
Drive for Diversity Combine," said
Jusan Hamilton, NASCAR man-
ager of racing operations & event
management. "Each driver really
stepped up both off the track and
on the track. We had two great
days of evaluation.

"Unfortunately, we didn't get on
track on the third day, but based on
the body of work we've seen, we
feel we're at a point to make a de-
cision on who we're going select for
next year."

As part of the evolution of the
NASCAR Drive for Diversity pro-
gram, though, the enhanced focus
the overall driver profile means
Monday's off-track evaluations will
factor more into the 2018 roster
than in the past. The team is also
looking at increase in seat time to
ramp up the competition next sea-
son.

One of those drivers looking to
reclaim a spot with Rev Racing is
Ruben Garcia Jr. The 2015
NASCAR PEAK Mexico Series
champion, Garcia has driven for
Rev Racing in the K&N Pro Series
each of the last two years. He fin-
ished fifth in the 2017 NASCAR

K&N Pro Series East championship
points.

"Seat time, especially for those
of us trying to get up in the ranks, is
the most important thing," said Gar-
cia. "I think it's a great step for the
program. I'm actually really, really
excited and hoping I can get back
into the program to be able to get
that seat time. I think it's a great,
great opportunity for us."

Garcia is one of two drivers from
the NASCAR PEAK Mexico Series
who were invited to the combine.
He was joined in New Smyrna by
Fabian Welter, as they look to fol-
low in the path paved by 2016
NASCAR XFINITY Series cham-
pion and current Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series driver Daniel
Suarez, who got his start in
NASCAR Mexico. Welter has al-
ready clinched the championship
for the NASCAR PEAK Mexico
Challenge Series -- the second
level for NASCAR in Mexico -- with
a race remaining.

"The base is very similar," said
Garcia when asked to compare the
K&N Pro cars to the ones in Mex-
ico. "A K&N car is kind of like a
NASCAR Mexico car on steroids:
It's bigger, heavier, way more
horsepower. It has more variables
set-up wise, so more things you
need to think about while you're
practicing.”

For a driver, though, Garcia said,
they still have one important thing
in common: “They're still stock cars
with a V8 engine.”
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Weather delayed the start of the NASCAR Drive for Diversity Com-

bine, but the 12 drivers were able to turn laps in Rev Racing's Late

Model Stock Cars at New Smyrna Speedway. (Jason Christley/

NASCAR photo)



MOORESVILLE,
NC - With 30 laps re-
maining in the Autos-
byNelson 250 at South
Boston Speedway,
CARS SLM Tour
points leader Cole
Rouse found himself
sitting comfortably in
the third position be-
hind leader Jake Crum
and Stephen Nasse.
Although Rouseʼs car

did not have the speed to keep up
with the leaders, the young rookie
from Fort Smith, Arkansas had se-
cured the championship after Bran-
don Setzer crashed out of the
event, and was hoping to end his
season with a Top 5 finish.

As the leaders started Lap 100,
Christian Eckes, who had been
bumped out of the way by Crum on
the previous restart, had been
working his way back up through
the field and attempted to pass
Rouse for third coming off Turn 4.
However, Eckes misjudged his run
and pinned Rouse into the outside
wall, which caused him to the ride
the wall on two wheels for several
feet until he came to a stop in front
of the Turn 1 grandstand.

Rouse was forced to climb out of
his car through the passengerʼs
side window, which put a bizarre
end to the 2017 CARS SLM Tour
championʼs evening. Rouse was
thrilled to bring home the champi-
onship for his owner Kyle Busch,
but added that he wanted to end
the season on a more positive
note.

“It feels great to be a champion
for sure,” Rouse said. “Granted,
that wasnʼt the way we wanted to

do it. It was definitely scary to be
upside down and fuel being poured
all over the seat, but we still had a
good season. We should have won
four more races than we did, but it
still feels amazing to be a CARS
Tour champion."

Rouseʼs championship makes
him the third different champion in
the seriesʼ brief history, joining fel-
low competitors Raphael Lessard
and Cole Timm. Despite being a
rookie in the CARS SLM Tour,
Rouse has had plenty of experi-
ence racing Late Models in the
Midwest, and got his start in auto
racing by competing at Lebanon I-
44 Speedway, where he earned
two Top 5s in 2013. In the same
year, Rouse competed for the first
time on the East Coast in the Pro
Late Model division of the World
Series of Asphalt Stock Car Racing
at New Smyrna Speedway, earning
a best finish of 16th over the course
of his four starts.

In 2014, Rouse moved up to the
CRA JEGS All-Star Tour full-time
driving for Rick Turner. Rouse ini-
tially struggled in his first year of
competition, but gradually im-
proved as the season progressed,
earning three poles and three Top
10 finishes. Rouse bounced around
several different divisions in 2015,
as he made brief appearances in
the Pro All Star Series, Southern
Super Series, and the CRA Super
Series, but he also returned to the
CRA JEGS All-Star Tour for four
races, where he added another Top
10 at Springport Mid-Michigan
Speedway.

Rouseʼs success in the Midwest
caught the attention of NASCAR
K&N West owner Bob Bruncati,

who signed Rouse to drive the #6
Sunrise Ford full-time for the 2016
season. Although Rouse never
made it to victory lane during the
season, he put up consistent num-
bers for Bruncatiʼs team, scoring
four Top 5s, and finishing in the Top
10 in every race in all but two
races. Rouse ultimately finished
eighth in the final point standings,
only 85 points behind series cham-
pion and former CARS Tour com-
petitor Todd Gilliland.

For 2017, Rouse elected to shift
his focus from the West Coast to
the East Coast when he signed a
development deal with Kyle Busch
to compete in the CARS SLM Tour.
Rouse scored a Top 5 in his first ca-
reer start at Concord Speedway,
but encountered struggles in the
following weeks, where he crashed
at Dominion Raceway, encoun-
tered mechanical troubles at Hick-
ory Motor Speedway, and missed
the CARS/SSS combination race
at Anderson Motor Speedway.

After failing to compete at An-

derson, Rouse began to find suc-
cess in the CARS SLM Tour. In the
2017 Puryear Tank Lines/Thrifty
Tire 300, Rouse was able to hold
off Late Model veteran Casey Rod-
erick for the victory when his car
began to encounter mechanical is-
sues in the final few laps. Several
weeks later, Rouse scored another
victory at Concord Speedway when
he bumped Preston Peltier out of
the way for the lead with six laps re-
maining.

Rouseʼs victory allowed him to
take the points lead away from
Brandon Setzer, who missed the
U.S. Short Track Nationals at Bris-
tol Motor Speedway due to a crash
in a test session, and Rouse never
looked back as he claimed his first
championship after a wild Autos-
byNelson 250. Rouse credited the
knowledge that he obtained over
the season as a key factor in win-
ning the championship over Setzet.

“I always knew we had a great
chance of winning the

(Continued Next Page)
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In his rookie season, Cole Rouse raced his way to the CARS Tour

SLM Tour championship. (CARS Tour photo)
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championship,” Rouse
said. “We missed a
race, which hurt us a
little bit, but I knew we
were capable of suc-
cess. Iʼve improved a
lot since the season
began, and now Iʼm a
completely different
racecar driver, so I
have to thank my crew
for all theyʼve taught
me, and Iʼm going to
use that knowledge for
next year."

With the 2017
CARS SLM Tour

championship under his belt,
Rouse plans to run several more
races to close out the 2017 season.
Rouse will pilot the #15 Mussel-
manʼs Big Cup Apple Sauce Toyota
for Venturini Motorsports in the
ARCA Racing Series finale at
Kansas Speedway on Friday
evening, and plans to compete in
the Snowball Derby on November
30, 2017. Rouse has many oppor-
tunities lined up for 2018, but
added that he does not plan to de-
fend his CARS SLM Tour champi-
onship.

“Right now, the plan is to do
ARCA next year,” Rouse said. “I
would like to do a few Truck races,
as well as some of the big races in
Super Late Models, like the Win-
chester 400, Snowball Derby and
the All-American 400."

Rouseʼs decision to not compete
full-time in the 2018 CARS SLM
Tour season leaves open an op-
portunity for other competitors to
claim the series title, but they will
have to adapt to the numerous
changes coming to the series in
2018. The SLM Tour will not com-
pete alongside the LMSC Tour in
every event, and will only consist of
nine races instead of thirteen.. Un-
like the LMSC Tour, the SLM Tour
will have four races that will pay
$10,000 to the winner, including a
co-sanctioned event between the
CARS Tour, CRA and SSS for the
SLM Tourʼs first visit to Fairgrounds
Speedway in Nashville, Tennessee.

For additional information on the
CARS Late Model Stock Tour and
the CARS Super Late Model Tour
visit www.carsracingtour.com. Be
sure to stay active and social with
the tour by liking “CARS Tour” on
Facebook, following @CARSTour
on Twitter, and scrolling through
photos on Instagram cars_tour. Ad-
ditional series information can be
obtained by calling the CARS Tour
series office, located in Mooresville,
NC, at 704.662.9212.

Veteran Josh Berry
Wins First CARS

LMSC Tour
Championship

MOORESVILLE, NC - The sea-
son-ending AutosByNelson.com
250 at South Boston brought an
end to one of the closest points bat-
tles in CARS LMSC Tour history.
JR Motorsports driver Josh Berry
found himself in the middle of the
points battle, as he trailed leader
Layne Riggs by only four points in
the standings, while keeping a
small five-point advantage over his
JR Motorsports teammate Anthony
Alfredo in third.

Berry needed a flawless week-
end during the seriesʼ first visit to
South Boston in order to overtake
Riggs and earn his first CARS
LMSC Tour championship. How-
ever, the weekend proved to be a
struggle for the CARS Tour vet-
eran, as he nearly lost control of his
car during the second round of
qualifying, which relegated him to
an eighth place starting spot. Al-
though Berry had a comfortable ad-
vantage over Alfredo, who was
starting 20th, Berry would have to
find speed to chase down Riggs,
who was starting on the outside of
the front row.

Riggs proved to have one of the
strongest cars in the field early on,
as he quickly overtook polesitter
Philip Morris for the lead on the first
lap of the race. Despite losing the
lead a few laps later, Riggs was
able to constantly challenge Morris
and race winner Deac McCaskill
during the opening laps of the race,
while Berry struggled to work his
way up to the front, and found him-
self in seventh place when the first
caution came out.

Berry got the break that he
needed on the following restart
when Riggsʼ transmission broke
going into the first turn, which
forced the 15-year-old rookie to re-
tire from the race, effectively knock-
ing him out of the championship.
Berry, who never cracked the Top 5
during the entire race, only had to
contend with Alfredo for the cham-
pionship, and was able to secure
the championship from his team-
mate by only a few points.

“Itʼs awesome to win a champi-
onship for Dale Earnhardt Jr., and
Kelley Earnhardt,” Berry said.
“Theyʼve been really good to me,
and theyʼve always been big sup-
porters. I think this is my third or
fourth championship for them, but
a touring championship is obvi-
ously a big deal. There are a lot of
different racetracks, and a lot of
work went into this, so Iʼm really ex-

cited to win this championship and
check it off the list, and Iʼm going to
enjoy it and get ready for next
year.”

Berryʼs championship in the
CARS LMSC Tour adds another
chapter to his brief, but illustrious
career in Late Models. Berry got his
start in Late Model racing in 2011
at South Boston Speedway, where
he made 19 starts and earned one
victory, which placed him fourth
overall in the trackʼs final 2011
standings. Since 2012, Berry has
been a regular at both Motor Mile
Speedway and Hickory Motor
Speedway, where he has won over
two dozen races between the two
tracks, and has one track champi-
onship at both facilities. 

Berryʼs success on short tracks
eventually convinced Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. to start fielding an part-
time Xfinity car for him, with Berry
finishing 12th in his series debut at
Iowa in 2014. Berry has made five
more starts in the series since his
debut with JR Motorsports and
Obaika Racing, earning a career-
best finish of seventh in the 2015
Virginia 529 College Savings 250
at Richmond Raceway. Berry has
expressed interest in running more
Xfinity races, but a lack of sponsor-
ship and a commitment to Late
Models has prevented him from
being more active in the series.

In 2015, Berry began to make
select appearances in both divi-
sions of the recently formed CARS
Tour, but quickly found his place in
the CARS LMSC Tour, where he
won three out of the four races he
started. Berry carried the momen-
tum he established from 2015 into
2016, where he won five more
races and finished in the Top 5 in
all of his starts. However, Berry ul-
timately forfeited his shot at the
CARS LMSC Tour championship
when he missed the 2016 Sum-
mertime Showdown at Orange
County due to a commitment with

the Xfinity Series, but Berry still
managed to finish third in the
standings to Deac McCaskill.

Berry would have several new
challenges to face for the 2017
season, such as an increased
schedule, new tracks and competi-
tors, and dealing with the loss of his
long-time sponsor Speedco. How-
ever, Berry was able to overcome
the adversity, and knocked off four
more victories in the 2017 CARS
LMSC Tour season to secure his
first championship in the series, in-
cluding a season sweep at Con-
cord Speedway. Berry believes that
he and his team met all of their
goals for the 2017 season, and is
proud of the hard work they put into
his car despite some of the strug-
gles they faced.

There are many unknowns for
Josh Berry going into 2018, but he
does plan to return to the CARS
LMSC Tour next year with the hope
of becoming the first repeat cham-
pion in the seriesʼ brief history.
Berry has also expressed interest
in competing in other divisions next
year, but added he is still trying to
work out many details.

“Right now Iʼm not exactly sure
what I have lined up for next year
beyond the CARS Tour,” Berry
said. “I can definitely say that I have
a few things in the works, but I
guess weʼll have to just wait and
see.”

The 2018 CARS Tour season
will introduce a variety of changes
to the schedule and competition for
Berry and his competitors, includ-
ing inaugural visits to Wake County
Speedway, Ace Speedway,
Kingsport Speedway and Carteret
County Speedway. However, Berry
is looking forward to the changes
and tribulations that the 2018 sea-
son will bring him, and remains
confident that he will once again be
one of the drivers competing for a
championship when the season
concludes.
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Josh Berry narrowly won the 2017 CARS Tour LMSC Tour champi-

onship, coming down to the last race of the season on South

Boston. (Reese Nobles/CARS Tour photo)



R O U G E M O N T,
NC - Tate Fogleman
claimed the lead just
shy of 20 laps from the
start and led the rest
of the way in a cau-
tion-free race for his
first Pro All Stars Se-
ries (PASS) South
Super Late Model win
of the season Satur-
day night at Orange
County Speedway.

The third-generation driver from
nearby Durham, NC dominated
The Howler 150 for a popular win
in front of the hometown crowd.

“Weʼve raced and practiced a lot
here and I was starting to think we
would never get a Super win here,
but I canʼt thank these boys enough
because we were really struggling
in practice ,” said Fogleman, driver
of the Solid Rock Carriers/Fogle-
man Soils Ford #8.  “Something
weʼve wanted to do all year is prove
that weʼre one of the best teams
out here and we got it done
tonight.”

In qualifying, points leader Matt
Craig just beat out Jody Measamer
for his second quick qualifying time
of the year with a lap of 14.083 sec-
onds (95.860 MPH).  After the top
10 qualifiers redraw, 2014 PASS
South champion, Tyler Church, and
Kodie Conner would move to the
front row, while Craig moved back
to the sixth starting position. 

At the drop of the green flag,
Conner would move to the point,
while Church settled into second in
front of Kyle McCallum.  McCallum
would soon move into second, but
would be quickly overtaken by
Fogleman on lap 13.  Turning some
of the quickest laps of the night,
Fogleman wasted little time, mov-
ing past Conner for the lead just
three laps later.

While Fogleman stretched his
lead over the field, Craig was
slowly making his way to the front,
passing Conner for second on lap
60.  Kyle Plott, making his PASS
South debut, moved around Con-
ner for third on lap 83 and began to
set his sights on Craig for second.

Fogleman set a torrid pace at
the front of the field, stretching his
lead to nearly a straightaway over
the battle for second between Craig
and Plott.  With less than 15 laps to
go, Casey Roderick almost brought
out a caution as he got very close
to the wall in turn four.  And, with
just four laps to go, McCallum
would slap the wall in turn three but
was able to continue.

Fogleman would to dominate to
take his second career PASS
South Super Late Model over
Craig, Plott, Dave Farrington, Jr.,

and Conner.  Rounding out the top
10 were Trevor Noles, Jordan Mc-
Callum, Roderick, Measamer, and
Roy Hayes.

The PASS South Super Late
Models will be in action again on
Saturday afternoon, November 4,
for 125 laps at Concord Speedway
as part of the 15th Annual North-
South Shootout.  Entry forms and
the complete weekend schedule
are available at ProAll-
StarsSeries.com.  “Like” the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter at @PASSSLM14.

P.A
.S.

S.
Tate Fogleman Tames The

Howler In PASS South
Action at Orange County

R O U G E M O N T,
NC - Danny Bohn of
Freehold, N.J. earned
his career-first victory
in the 75-lap Southern
Modified Racing Se-
ries (SMRS) Saturday
night at Orange
County Speedway.
While Bohn cele-
brated the win, Je-

remy Gerstner of Wesley Chapel,
Fla. was celebrating the series
championship after a third-place
finish.

Gerstner entered the race with a
mere five-point advantage over
Brandon Ward of Winston Salem,
the duo traded the lead and even
traded paint early in the event rac-
ing for the top spot.  Ward led the
most laps early, but on lap 53 sixth-
starting Danny Bohn rolled into the
lead.  

Bohn, who earlier in the evening
won the Precision Built Spindles
pole award, swept the night with
the victory.

Bohn becomes the sixth-differ-
ent winner this season on the
SMRS and the ninth overall winner
in the two-year history of the tour.

Gerstner and Ward battled early
not only for the lead but with the
championship in hand.

Gerstner and Ward both gained
bonus points for leading laps and
as the early laps unfolded Ward
lead the most laps bringing the
drivers to even with bonus points.  

However, the late laps proved to
be the end of a great run for Ward
this season as he faded to a 10th-
place finish while Gerstner main-
tained third – securing the
championship.  Gerstner won once
this year – July 1st at Hickory.
Ward won four times this year end
ended second in the season-long
standings.

In winning the championship
Gerstner also earned a guaranteed
starting spot in the 15th Annual
North South Shootout.  That 125-
lap, $10,000-to-win race is Novem-
ber 4 at Concord Speedway.
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Danny Bohn Gets Career
First Win, Jeremy Gerstner
is 2017 Southern Modified

Racing Series Champ

Tate Fogleman celebrates winning The Howler at Orange County

Speedway in a caution free race his first PASS South Super Late

Model win of the season. (LWpictures.com photo)



KANSAS CITY,
KS  - Michael Self was
the meat in the middle
of a five-wide sand-
wich on the final
restart at Kansas
Speedway and barely
squeezed through as
the leader off turn two.
From there the Salt
Lake City, Utah driver
held off a spirited
charge from Ty Ma-

jeski to win the Kansas 150 Friday
night, his career-first ARCA Racing
Series presented by Menards vic-
tory.

"I knew it was going to get
hairy…I just kept my foot in it," said
Self. "Once we got out in clean air,
it was all about hitting your marks."

Self had some help from Kyle
Larson's spotter, Derek Kneeland,
when it came to hitting those
marks.

"Once I got the lead, Derek
came on the radio and said, 'listen
to me. I want you to do exactly what
I tell you to do.' I did exactly what
he said and we were able to pull
away from the 99. It's amazing how
much a good spotter can help."

In the end Self, in the No. 28
Sinclair Oil Chevrolet, pulled away,
crossing under the checkered flag
10 lengths in front of Majeski, who
finished a career-best second in
the No. 99 Treeo's Ford.

"These restarts are all about tim-

ing," said Majeski, who led 38 of
the 100 laps. "I felt like if I wouldn't
have made that mistake on pit
road, we would have been in better
position to have a shot at the win.
Track position is everything in
ARCA."

Majeski stalled leaving pit road
on his second pit stop which shuf-
fled him further back in the order.

General Tire pole winner Zane
Smith finished third in the No. 41.

"I've been everywhere on that
podium except the main one," said
Smith. "We went from too tight at
the beginning to free, back to tight.
We just need to be a lot better and
I feel like there are a few things I
need to work on."

Cunningham Motorsports was
fourth and fifth in the final results
with Shane Lee (fourth) and Dalton
Sargeant (fifth), both in Big Tine-
sponsored Fords.

Sheldon Creed, in the No. 12,
led more laps than anyone, 52 in
all, and was leading on the final
restart before he fell back suddenly.
Creed eventually had a tire go
down and limped back to pit road
without finishing the last five laps.

With Creed and Majeski swap-
ping the lead for much of the race,
Self struggled most of the way with
an ill-handling race car before his
Mardy Lindley-led MDM Motor-
sports team adjusted him back in
the game. Self led the final nine
laps.

"The credit goes to Mardy Lind-
ley on this one," Self said. "He's
such a good crew chief. We fought
it all night but he just kept making
little gains and never gives up. He's
got so many ideas…that guy's in-
credible.

"I've never driven harder in my
life than I did tonight. This is the
proudest moment of my life, com-
ing off back-to-back K&N wins. This
feels so awesome to finally get it
done for Sinclair Oil. You never
know when you're going to get an-
other chance…when or if that next
win will ever come. So many
thanks to Sinclair for helping me
get here."

Austin Theriault clinched the
ARCA Racing Series national
championship in Ken Schrader's
No. 52 Federated Auto Parts Ford,
despite finishing 25th after he cut a
right-front tire and made contact
with the outside safer barrier off
turn two.

"We overcame a lot of chal-

lenges this year," said Theriault.
"We had a tremendous year…the
support from back home, the
crew…the all-nighters. I couldn't be
more proud of the effort from every-
one who shared in this champi-
onship."

While Theriault took home the
biggest prize, Riley Herbst, who fin-
ished ninth, wrapped up the 2017
SCOTT Rookie of the Year title.

"We didn't win but we got the
end result we came for…pretty
good payday all the way around,"
said Herbst. "Thanks to all my Joe
Gibbs Racing guys and all their
hard work, and thanks to SCOTT
for the Rookie of the Year. We're
coming back next year to go after
the championship."

The next activity for the ARCA
Racing Series will be a two-day
composite body open test at Tal-
ladega Superspeedway Nov. 7-8.
The 65th annual national champi-
onship awards banquet follows in
Indianapolis Dec. 9.
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Championship

Michael Self celebrates his first career win in victory lane at

Kansas Speedway. (arcaracing.com photo)
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SALINA, OK -
Kerry Madsen had
over an eight second
lead last night at Lake-
side Speedway before
spinning in heavy
lapped traffic. Tonight,
the 'Mad Man' made
sure he parked his
GoMuddy.com No.2M
where it belonged - on
the frontstretch. In
thrilling fashion, Mad-
sen went from third to
the lead in half a lap

and went on to win his fifth World of
Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-
ries Feature of the season. Donny
Schatz and Brad Sweet completed
the podium at the Salina Highbanks
Speedway.

With severe weather looming in
the area, the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series was in
a race against Mother Nature all
night. David Gravel won the Crafts-
man Club Dash, but blew up com-
ing to the checkered. Gravel and
his CJB Motorsports No.5 scram-
bled to swap motors before the
Feature and did so successfully.

Gravel edged fellow front row
starter Brad Sweet down the back-
stretch on the opening lap. Sweet
went for the lead with a slide job
into turn three and made contact
with Gravel at the exit of turn four,
ending the CJB No.5's evening.

"We were racing for inches at
130MPH and neither of us gave an
inch," Gravel said post-race in re-
gard to the incident. "There just
wasn't enough room."

Sweet survived the incident un-
scathed and led the field back to
Green. Sweet pounded the cushion
through lapped traffic as Kerry
Madsen and Shane Stewart waged
war for second.

At the halfway point, Sweet was
in heavy lapped traffic and Stewart
had wrestled second from Madsen.
Sweet split two lapped cars on lap
19 and had a straightaway of clear
track ahead of him.

By this point, the Salina High-
banks crowd was on their feet and
with good reason as there were
cars all over the racing surface
throwing slide jobs in every corner.

On lap 24, Kerry Madsen used a
big run down the backstretch to get
back by Stewart for second and
then threw a huge slider on Sweet
to take the lead down the
frontstretch. Sweet tried to return
the favor as Donny Schatz stuck
himself in the mix as well. A blanket

could have been thrown over the
top four, as they battled for the race
lead.

Race action was halted on lap
28 when RJ Johnson took a vicious
crash into the frontstretch guardrail.
Johnson was uninjured in the inci-
dent and walked away under his
own power.

The Red Flag allowed fans and
drivers alike to catch their breath
and set up a single-file restart with
two to go.

Madsen powered away on the
restart and went on to score the
victory. "We gave one away last
night," the Australian said. "I'm glad
I was able to put this car where it
belongs. It is an absolute joy to
drive every night."

"Salina is always exciting and I
thought that was pretty exciting. I
hope the fans did as well," Madsen
added.

Schatz settled for second with
Sweet completing the podium. "It's
tough with a single-file restart with
two to go, you almost are just hop-
ing to hang on for second," Schatz
said. "We'll come back and try and
pick up a pair of wins next week-
end."

Sweet led the first 23 laps and
was understandably a little disap-
pointed. "I was surprised I hit him. I
was expecting him to turn back un-
derneath me," he said in reference
to the lap one incident with Gravel.
"I'll have to go back and watch it."

Shane Stewart and Jason John-
son completed the top five.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series returns to action
next weekend at the Dodge City
Raceway Park before wrapping up
the 2017 season at the Textron Of-
froad World Finals at The Dirt Track
at Charlotte Motor Speedway.

Brian Brown Thrills
Hometown Crowd with

Outlaws Win at
Lakeside

KANSAS CITY, KS - Brian
Brown led the first seven laps be-
fore Kerry Madsen took command
on the eighth circuit. Brown inher-
ited the lead with 10 to go after
Madsen got spun around in lapped
traffic. 'BlackJack' went on to score
a popular hometown win in the FVP
Platinum Battery Shootout at the
Lakeside Speedway. Sheldon Hau-
denschild and 12th starting Donny
Schatz completed the podium.

Brown, who is sponsored by
FVP, passed Brent Marks in his

Heat Race to score the victory and
came from third to win the Crafts-
man Club Dash to earn the pole of
the FVP Platinum Battery
Shootout.

Brown survived multiple slide job
attempts from both Jac and Shel-
don Haudenschild to maintain the
early lead as he reached traffic on
lap six. By lap eight, Kerry Madsen
had worked his way forward from
his fifth starting position, surpassed
both Haudenschild's and swooped
underneath Brown for the lead.

Madsen, who has four World of
Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-
ries wins to his credit this season,
clearly established himself as the
car to beat once he took command.
While Madsen stretched his lead,
complete mayhem took place be-
hind him with drivers utilizing all the
real estate Lakeside Speedway
had to offer. Sheldon Haudenschild
and Brown continued their battle for
the runner-up position, exchanging
the spot multiple times.

Madsen was well on his way to
scoring his fifth Outlaw win of the
season before disaster struck on
lap 20. Madsen got turned around
in turn three and ended up with a
flat right rear tire. At the time of the
accident, Madsen had seven
lapped cars and over 8.5 seconds
in between himself and the rest of
the field.

The see-saw battle between
Sheldon and Brown saw the latter
assume the lead on lap 20. On the
ensuing restart, Schatz and Shel-
don waged war for the runner-up
position allowing Brown to extend
his lead. Brown wouldn't relinquish
the lead twice on one night as he
was masterful in lapped traffic the
last few laps en route to the popu-
lar victory.

"My guys did a phenomenal job.
These Outlaw races are so tough
to win. You can feel the pressure in
lapped traffic," a jubilant Brown
said in Victory Lane.

"I've won with the Outlaws in Ari-
zona and North Carolina so I've
never really been able to celebrate.
To do it here, with all the FVP guys
in attendance - we'll celebrate with
a few beers tonight," the Grain Val-
ley, Missouri native said to a big
ovation from the crowd.

Sheldon, who remains the lead-
ing contender for Kevin Gobrecht
Rookie of the Year, settled for sec-
ond once again as he continues to
knock on the door of his first career
win with the Series. Schatz, Jason
Johnson and Kerry Madsen, with a
remarkable comeback completed
the top five.

Madsen restarted 14th with ten
laps to go and showed the same

speed he had while leading, sliding
his way forward back to fifth at the
finish line.

After the race, Madsen was in
good spirits, "Obviously it's a huge
disappointment when you have a
car that good, but that's racing.
We'll try again next time."

Sheldon cited the great racing
between he and Brown, although
most of it was when they were bat-
tling for second. "We had some re-
ally good racing going on back
there. I threw a couple of good slid-
ers in the middle of the race but
could never make it stick," Sheldon
said. He then added with a smile,
"The track was absolutely perfect."

Shane Stewart, David Gravel,
Brad Sweet, Daryn Pittman and
21st-starting Logan Schuchart,
who earned KSE Hard Charger
honors, completed the top ten.

Tim Shaffer Goes
Flag-to-Flag at
Ransomville

RANSOMVILLE, NY - The 'Steel
City Outlaw' Tim Shaffer led flag-to-
flag in the World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car Series first visit to
the Ransomville Speedway in 20
years. Shaffer fell off the narrow
frontstretch in lapped traffic with
two to go, but was able to corral his
No. 49X and pilot it to his second
World of Outlaws Feature win of
the year. Brad Sweet and Shane
Stewart completed the podium at
'The Big R Outlaw Shootout' pre-
sented by Budweiser.

The Craftsman Club Dash inver-
sion was zero lining Shaffer on the
pole of the Dash, which he would
win to earn the pole of the 30-lap
Feature. 

Shaffer reached lapped traffic
quickly and was nearly taken out by
a spinning Dane Lorenc on lap
eight. "I have no idea how we
missed the 00," was the first thing
Shaffer mentioned after the race. 

Sheldon Haudenschild brought
out the only other caution on lap
ten, as he was battling inside the
top ten before a broken front axle
sidelined the No.93. 

Shaffer was untouchable in
open air and had a commanding
lead with ten to go with Brad Sweet
and David Gravel waiting for
lapped traffic to make their move in
on the 'Steel City Outlaw'. With
three to go, Shaffer had to slow his
pace significantly with a hoard of
lapped cars battling for position in
front him. Shaffer actually slipped
off the frontstretch into the small
moat with three to go, allowing
Sweet and Gravel to close in.

(Continued Next Page)
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Continued…

Shaffer recovered
quickly and went to
claim the win .581
seconds in front of
Sweet. 

"I thought I was in
trouble when I slid off,
but here we are," the
Aliquippa, Pennsylva-
nia native said. Quite
possibly the most re-
markable feat of the
victory was it was just
Tim and his crew
chief, Cody Jacobs,
tonight at Ran-
somville. "Hats off to

Cody, he gave me a great race car
that was a lot of fun to drive," Shaf-
fer said sincerely in Victory Lane.

It was Shaffer's second World of
Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-
ries win in the past month as he
scored a victory at Eldora in late
September. Shaffer hinted that he
and his Demyan-Rudzik Racing
No.49X may head West with the
Series to Kansas next week. 

Sweet settled for second "My
one shot was when Tim went off
the edge. I'd like to do that lap over
again," the Grass Valley, California
native cited. "It's nice to be on the
podium, we'll keep pushing to get
some wins," Sweet added. 

David Gravel blew a tire running
third, coming to the checkered, al-
lowing Shane Stewart to inherit the
final podium spot.

"Lately, I've been the one blow-
ing tires," Stewart said with a smile
as he expressed his condolences
to Gravel. "I'm thankful to be here,
we'll settle for third and move for-
ward," Stewart added. 

Donny Schatz finished fourth
with Gravel limping the CJB Motor-
sports No.5 to the finish to com-
plete the top five.

Schatz set fast time over the 32-
car field in qualifying at a 12.629
easily establishing a new Ran-
somville Track Record. The previ-

ous track record was 14.360 set by
Mark Kinser back in 1997.

Kokomo Speedway
Wins Online Vote to
Be Added to Racing

Service
BEFORD, MA - The World of

Outlaws and iRacing.com hosted
an online vote to determine the
next dirt track to be added to the
online racing service. Fans could
choose from six well known venues
including: Kokomo Speedway, Fair-
bury American Legion Speedway,
Lernerville Speedway, Federated
Auto Parts Raceway at I-55, Weed-
sport Speedway and Cedar Lake
Speedway. Ultimately Kokomo
Speedway edged out Fairbury by
just 118 votes.

iRacing has already laser
scanned the track so it will go into
production immediately with an ex-
pected release date in 2018.

"We are very appreciative of our
fans voting us to be the next dirt
track added to iRacing", said
Kokomo Speedway president
Reece O'Connor. "Being available
to race in iRacing will give existing
fans a new way to experience our
track as well as introduce legions of
new fans to Kokomo. Personally I
can't wait to race Kokomo online!"

It is not all bad news for the
other five tracks as all of them will
be built and added to iRacing over
time.

"It was fun to get dirt track fans
involved in the decision process -
it's the first time we have done any-
thing like this and based on every-
thing we heard it was very well
received", said Steve Myers, exec-
utive vice-president and executive
producer, iRacing.com.

iRacing released dirt oval racing
earlier this year to its online racing
platform and currently offers five
dirt tracks - Eldora, Williams Grove,
Volusia, Lanier and USA Speedway
with Knoxville slated to be released
in December. Limaland Motor-

sports Park, The Dirt Track at Char-
lotte Motor Speedway and one ad-
ditional track are also already in
production and slated for early

2018 releases.
To learn more about iRacing and

to take advantage of special offers
go here:  http://www.iracing.com/.
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CONCORD, NC -
It's hard to believe it's
that time of year again
when the season
comes to a head at
the Textron Off Road
World of Outlaws
World Finals at The
Dirt Track at Char-
lotte. Up to this point,
the 2017 season has
consisted of 41 races
at 35 tracks in 18 dif-

ferent states, and it all boils down
to the final three nights of the sea-
son Nov. 2-4, proving once again
all dirt roads lead to Charlotte.

As predicted in January, Bran-
don Sheppard, Chris Madden and
Shane Clanton were forces to be
reckoned with every night. The
three drivers combined to earn 28
victories, with Sheppard's 17 wins
topping the charts.

Sheppard has had his sights set
on the single-season win record
since February. His predecessor in
the #1 Rocket Chassis car, Josh
Richards, established the mark of
18 victories at Charlotte in 2016 by
winning the first feature of the
weekend en route to claiming the
series crown. Sheppard, who is on
the verge of clinching his first series
championship, can also top
Richards' mark with a weekend
sweep.

Earlier this week, Sheppard
joined the first of two nights of open
testing at The Dirt Track at Char-
lotte alongside four other Outlaws:
Madden, Clanton, Rick Eckert and
Frank Heckenast Jr. Testing al-
lowed drivers to get a feel for the
track surface made up of new clay
and increased banking in the cor-
ners that varies from 13 to 16 de-
grees to open more lanes on the
track.

Madden sits second in points
and second in wins with six. Al-
though this is Madden's first sea-
son running full-time with the
series, the driver from Gray Court,
SC, has entered into 18 World Fi-
nals features since the inception of
the event in 2007. Last year during
World Finals, Madden finished sec-
ond in the first feature and won the
final night.

Madden recently switched from

his distinguishable black, green
and purple paint scheme to a black
and red car. With this switch, he
also transitioned into the Longhorn
Chassis House Car to complete the
final three races of the season, in-
cluding his recent win at the Dirt
Oval at Route 66, the Outlaws' last
race before World Finals.

While Sheppard's lead over
Madden and the rest of the Outlaw
regulars is a comfortable 294
points, the closest points battle
across the board is actually for
eighth place, between Chub Frank
(8), Morgan Bagley (9), and Frank
Heckenast Jr. (10), all separated by
a mere 12 points.

Headed into the Textron Off
Road World Finals only two points
separate Heckenast and Bagley,
the difference of one position dur-
ing a race. And only 12 points sep-
arate Frank and Heckenast; that's
a difference of six positions during
a race.

With two final races for the 2017
season, the points battle between
eighth and 10th is sure to scram-
ble.

Another heated battle in the
points championship is for fifth
place, between Rick Eckert and
Tyler Erb, who sit only 22 points
apart. Erb was as high as second
in the standings, but heated com-
petition throughout the summer
and into the fall has him entering
the World Finals in the sixth posi-
tion. He will only need to finish 12
positions ahead of Eckert between
the two final races of the season to
break into the top-five in the cham-
pionship standings.

The Textron Off Road World Fi-
nals at the Dirt Track at Charlotte
Motor Speedway will host the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series, the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model Series and
the Super DIRTcar Series Big-
Block Modifieds for three nights of
thrilling side-by-side, dirt-slinging,
heart-pounding action.

At the conclusion of the event,
three series champions will be
crowned for the 2017 season.

For more information on the Tex-
tron Off Road World Finals visit
www.worldofoutlawsworldfinals.co
m.

Tim Shaffer led flag-to-flag to win at Ransomville Speedway. Paul

Arch photo)
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PORTSMOUTH,
OH - Josh Richards
completed a dream
night at Portsmouth
Raceway Park on Sat-
urday night. The West
Virginia native won his
first-career Rhino Ag
Dirt Track World
Championship - Pre-
sented by Optima Bat-

teries, worth $100,000, and the
2017 Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries National Championship, worth
$75,000.

Richards became the fourth dif-
ferent leader of the race when he
passed race leader and defending
DTWC winner, Brandon Sheppard
for the lead after a lap 46 restart.
Richards led the rest of the way to
take his tenth series win of the sea-
son over Sheppard, Jonathan Dav-
enport, Mike Marlar, and Jared
Hawkins.

Jonathan Davenport started on
the pole and led early on. Shep-
pard took over the point on lap 36,
and then began pulling away from
the field until a caution on lap 46
slowed his pace. On the restart,
Richards; who was running third;
went around Sheppard to take over
the lead and stayed in front until the
checker flag waved.

Tim McCreadie entered the race
as the series point leader by 40
points over Richards and 75 ahead
of Bloomquist. During the race Mc-
Creadie suffered two flat tires and
Bloomquist had a tire go down
while running second to Richards.
Bloomquist finished the race in
12th and McCreadie was credited
with a 17th place finish.

In Lucas Oil Victory Lane after
the biggest win of his career, the
29-year-old was emotional when
being interviewed.

"I have to collect my thoughts
right now. I can't thank everyone
enough for this opportunity. I made
a tough decision last year to switch
teams. We didn't know what was
going to happen. We started the
year off well, and then we went to a
bunch of new tracks and kind of fell
off a little. We struggled a little bit,
but so did those other guys. We got
on a hot streak in July though."

"Coming into this weekend we
felt pretty good and I know Scott
[Bloomquist] and Timmy [Mc-
Creadie] did too. Thanks to Best

Performance Motorsports, Eric and
Kelly Brock for giving me this op-
portunity.
It's been a crazy year. Randall Ed-
wards has done such a great job as
crew chief. There are so many peo-
ple behind this team and that sup-
ported me. I felt everything in the
last four or five laps. I have been
through this scenario enough to
know. I knew the tires were slipping
away, but fortunately they held up
to the end."

The Best Performance Motor-
sports, Rocket Chassis entry is
powered by an Andy Durham Rac-
ing Engine and sponsored by: Bulk
Material Lift.com, Corey Frazier-
State Farm Insurance, Alexander
Lawn and Landscaping, Ultimate
Firepit, Sunoco, Integra, Keyser,
Riggs Motorsports, and Valvoline.

Sheppard, the runner-up and
defending DTWC winner, joined
Richards in Victory Lane with an-
other podium finish in the crown
jewel event. "We had a pretty good
car. Josh got around me on that
restart and he did a good job out in
front. I look up to him a lot. I drive
for his dad. It's been a dream come
true driving for Mark [Richards], we
have had a great year. Being able
to learn from Josh has been great.
We would have liked to get the win
tonight, but there's nobody else I'd
like to finish second to than Josh."

Davenport, who was sporting
the Flintstone Flyer scheme com-
memorating the late Mike Duvall,
came home in third in the G.R.
Smith-owned, Rocket Chassis
entry.

"Congrats to Josh and Brandon
on their run tonight. We were good
early on. I just don't have this place
down pat yet for some reason. We
keep getting closer."

Completing the top ten were
Zack Dohm, Chub Frank, Brandon
Overton, Darrell Lanigan, and Den-
nis Erb Jr.

Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series 2018 Slate

Announced
BATAVIA, OH - As the 2017

Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
season finale takes place this
weekend, the tour announced
today, an aggressive 2018 slate,
which includes 58 feature events at
37 different venues across 22

states. The 2018 schedule begins
with the February 2nd-3rd "Super
Bowl of Racing" at Golden Isles
Speedway. Portsmouth Raceway
Park will be hosting the season-
ending Dirt Track World Champi-
onship on October 19th-20th.

The 2018 schedule will feature
an impressive 23 events that will
pay $12,000-to-win, along with 13
crown jewel events that will pay
$20,000-to-win (or more). The
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
will sanction some of most presti-
gious dirt late model events of the
season, including: Bad Boy 98
($20,000-to-win); Lucas Oil Show-
Me 100 ($30,000-to-win); Salute
the Troops 75 ($25,000-to-win);
Clash at the Mag ($20,000-to-win);
Silver Dollar Nationals ($53,000-to-
win); Sunoco North/South 100
($50,000-to-win); COMP Cams
Topless 100 ($40,000-to-win); Dirt
Million ($100,000-to-win); Hillbilly
Hundred ($50,000-to-win); Lucas
Oil Late Model Knoxville Nationals
($40,000-to-win); Jackson 100
($20,000-to-win); Pittsburgher 100
($20,000-to-win); and the season
finale - Dirt Track World Champi-
onship ($100,000-to-win).

Two tracks on the 2018 sched-
ule will host the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series for the first time,
including: 141 Speedway in Mari-
bel, WI on May 18th and Jackson
Motorplex in Jackson, MN on July
18th. In addition, Volunteer Speed-
way in Bulls Gap, TN returns to the
series docket for the first time since
2015 on March 22nd, 2018.

The Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series will sanction the inaugural
"Dirt Million" at Mansfield Motor
Speedway, August 24th-25th,
2018. The new mega-event will
allow Super Late Model competi-
tors to compete for a minimum of
$100,000-to-win, $2,000-to-start at
the 4/10-mile oval. However, the

purse will continue to increase
throughout the 2018 calendar year
via a unique format and promotion
that allows dirt racing families,
friends, sponsors, fans and teams
everywhere in the world to play a
role in building the feature's payoff.
The total purse for the event can
climb to a spectacular $1 million,
which would result in the week-
end's A-main offering a $500,000
winner's prize and $10,000 just to
take the green flag. Additional in-
formation is available at: www.dirt-
million.com. 

"We are thrilled to release our
2018 schedule. We're thankful to
have such great relationships with
our promoters, from all over the
country, that have worked so dili-
gently to help us get the schedule
to completion. With their support,
we're able to raise all the traditional
Friday events to a minimum of
$12,000-to-win/$1,000-to-start, in
2018.We feel that we have the best
show in dirt late model racing and I
can't thank our promoters, our staff,
drivers, car owners, sponsors and
of course, our great fans enough
for their continued support." stated
Rick Schwallie, Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series Director.

In 2018, Lucas Oil Production
Studios will produce and edit origi-
nal, high-definition Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series content for four
major television networks. The
2018 television schedule includes:
twenty-three races streamed LIVE
on LucasOilRacing.TV; along with
twenty-five episodes taped-delay
for MAVTV Motorsports Network. In
addition, ten events will air on NBC
Sports Network, eight episodes on
CBS Sports Network, and the 26th
Annual Show-Me 100 on CBS. A
complete 2018 television schedule
for the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series will be released at a later
date. 
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Josh Richards celebrates his Dirt Track Championship win and

first Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series Title in victory lane at

Portsmouth Raceway Park. (LOLMDS photo)



MESQUITE, TX -
The 44th annual
Devil's Bowl Winter
Nationals ended with
a first time winner at
the famed half-mile as
Aaron Reutzel battled
his way to the front of
the field aboard his
Dissolvalloy No. 87
with the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car
Series National Tour

presented by the MAVTV Motor-
sports Network.

"We had a great racecar and a
hell of a start," commented Reutzel,
who later went to give high praise
to his crew. "I let Grant have full
reign on the car tonight. I just told
him to do whatever he wanted and,
well, I'd never won at the Devil's
Bowl so what does that say? Just
hats off to Grant, my whole crew,
just everyone who supports me."

Never slowed by a caution dur-
ing Saturday's 30 lap affair, Aaron's
sixth National Tour score of the
2017 season began from the fifth
starting spot. With the start playing
to his advantage, Reutzel moved to
second on the opening lap with
Sam Hafertepe, Jr. offering battle
while Blake Hahn rolled away with
the race lead.

Approaching traffic with 10 laps
complete, Reutzel and Hafertepe
trailed by just under a straightaway,
but that gap was short-lived as the
pair made up the distance in three
laps with Aaron and Hahn begin-
ning a multi-lap shootout for the
race lead.

Diving into a slide job through
the first and second turns with 13
laps complete, Aaron slid wide off
the turn with Hahn able to turn
down the track and reclaim the top-
spot going into the third and fourth
turns. Lap after lap, the process re-
peated itself with the No. 52 able to
edge out Reutzel's No. 87 at the
line until Aaron finally gained the
upper hand to lead Lap 18. Chal-
lenged again off the second turn,
Aaron was able to break Hahn's
momentum to give himself a six-car
length buffer into turn three.

On the race to the front, Aaron
said, "I knew if I could just hold
Sam off until the top cleaned off I
knew I'd be pretty good. Sam and I
raced pretty hard there early and
Blake was a whole straightaway
ahead and I got right up to him so I
knew if I just played it cool I could

pick and choose my lines but it was
definitely a chess match on when
to slide someone and when not to."

Still sorting through slower traf-
fic through the closing laps, Aaron
avoided several close calls and in
doing so and moved to a quarter
straightaway advantage at the drop
of the checkered flag for his 19th
career Lucas Oil ASCS National
Tour triumph.

With Sam Hafertepe, Jr. on his
back bumper from Lap 19 on,
Blake Hahn was able to hold off the
current Lucas Oil ASCS National
Tour point's leader. Hafertepe in
third was followed by Matt Coving-
ton with Wayne Johnson rounding
out the top-five. John Caney II was
sixth with Johnny Herrera rebound-
ing from an expired engine on Fri-
day to seventh. Travis Rilat, Harli
White, and Skylar Gee made up
the top-ten.

An overall field of 33 drivers took
part in the 44th annual Devil's Bowl
Winter Nationals and Lanny Ed-
wards Memorial. Saturday Heat
Race winners included Johnny
Herrera, Chance Morton, Harli
White, and Skylar Gee. The B-Fea-
ture was topped by Alex Sewell,
who would also be the night's CP-
Carrillo Hard Charger.

The Lucas Oil ASCS presented
by the MAVTV Motorsports Net-
work heads north to Sapulpa, Okla.
for the John Christner Trucking Fall
Fling presented by Emmett Hahn
on Friday, October 27 and Satur-
day, October 28 at Creek County
Speedway. The two day affair will
be preceded by an open practice

on Thursday, October 26. More in-
formation on the event can be
found online at http://www.creek-
countyspeedway.com.

For continued updates on the
American Sprint Car Series, from
the National Tour to any of the
seven regional tours that make up
the over 150 races across the
ASCS Nation in 2017, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com.

John Carney II Opens
44th Lucas Oil ASCS
Devil's Bowl Winter

Nationals With Victory
MESQUITE, TX - Winning the

Devil's Bowl Winter Nationals one
year ago, El Paso's John Carney II
is well on his way to defending his
victory as the driver of the Lubbock
Wrecker/Mesilla Valley Transporta-
tion No. 224 led start-to-finish to
win Friday's preliminary A-Feature
with the Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series National Tour presented
by the MAVTV Motorsports Net-
work.

"I'm just glad we had a good re-
draw and the track worked out.
Earlier it wasn't looking promising,
but it usually comes around right
about the feature here but I just
have to thank my sponsors and
everyone for helping me do this,"
commented Carney, who is the
season's 16th different Lucas Oil
ASCS National Tour A-Feature win-
ner.

Starting outside the front row in
Friday's 25-lap affair, Carney raced
side-by-side with Martin Edwards
before gaining the advantage off
the fourth turn.

Caution working Lap 6 for a pair
of cars that stopped in the second
turn, Carney returned to speed with
the No. 15h of Sam Hafertepe, Jr.

on his back bumper. Starting fifth,
Sam moved to second inside the
first two laps, and on the restart
was able to keep pace with the No.
224, but unable to gain an advan-
tage, even as the pair moved into
traffic on Lap 12.

Moving from a half straightaway
to a few car lengths on the No. 224,
both drivers nearly ended up climb-
ing over lapped traffic as everyone
hit the brakes for Johnny Herrera
who suddenly slowed with me-
chanical problems entering the
second turn.

Green with 10 laps to run, traffic
would again come into play in the
closing laps, but it was never
enough for Hafertepe to build a run
as John Carney II crossed 0.622
seconds ahead of Sam for his third
career Lucas Oil ASCS National
Tour victory.

Asked about the strategy on
restarts, Carney replied,

"I really didn't have a clue who
was behind me so I really just con-
centrated on being smooth. I knew
if I made a mistake, someone was
going to get me. There later I did
see the No. 15 get on the board,
and he's been really dominate
everywhere this year; especially
here, so I knew I had to hit my
marks."

Crossing second, Hafertepe was
joined on the podium by Matt Cov-
ington, who started his night off
with a bath of Methanol during his
Heat Race that caused him to bail
from the cockpit of the No. 95. Tak-
ing the top-four into Saturday's A-
Feature, Blake Hahn charged from
12th to take the final transfer spot
with a three-wide pass off the sec-
ond turn on Lap 20. One of the dri-
ver's in the battle with Hahn, the
No. 23 of Seth Bergman crossed
fifth.

From 14th, Aaron Reutzel came
up to finish sixth with Wayne John-
son rolling 15th to seventh in the
No. 2c. Tony Bruce, Jr. eighth was
followed by Australia's Scott
Bogucki. Edging out Bogucki for
the CP-Carrillo Hard Charger of the
Night, Justin Henderson charged
forward 12 spots to complete the
top-ten.

A field of 30 drivers assembled
for Night 1 of the 44th Devil's Bowl
Winter Nationals and Lanny Ed-
wards Memorial. Drawing into four
Heat Races, wins went to Fred
Mattox, Seth Bergman, John Car-
ney II, and Matt Covington. The
FSR High Point Driver of the Night
was Bergman. The B-Main was
topped by Dalton Stevens. One
provisional was used with Jared
Sewell eligible for a Regional Pro-
visional.
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First Career Devil's Bowl
Winter Nationals Victory

John Carney II stands proud over his Steward Builders No. 224 after

winning Friday's A-Feature at the Devil's Bowl Speedway with the

Lucas Oil ASCS National Tour presented by the MAVTV Motorsports

Network (Serena Dalhamer/ASCS)



HAUBSTADT, IN -
C.J. Leary of Green-
field, IN, raced to vic-
tory Saturday night in
claiming the “Harvest
Cup” to close out the
season for the Hoosier
Tire Midwest Sprint
Car Series and Tri-
State Speedway.
Leary was the quick-

est in a 21 car field whose overall
performance produced an event
with all 30 laps completed under
the green flag. There were no
restarts and every position drivers
gained took an all out effort.

Leary took the lead from Chase
Stockon on lap 7. The gap between
the two leaders varied as they
overtook traffic. However Leary
was in control. Stockon would
cross the finish line a second and a
half behind. Leary collected $5,000
in winning his first career MSCS

feature. Learyʼs car is sponsored
by Leary Construction and High-
smith Guns. The car owners are
Chuck and Tammy Leary.

The other drivers in the top five
were grouped further back in a sec-
ond contest with Kyle Cummins
leading Kevin Thomas Jr. and
Chase Briscoe to the line. The sec-
ond five was led by overall fast
qualifier Chet Williams who was fol-
lowed by rookie Stephen Schnapf,
Robert Ballou, Donny Brackett, and
Brady Short. Carson Short re-
ceived the Wilwood Tuff Brakes
Award as the eleventh place fin-
isher.

Brady Short was the Keizer Alu-
minum Wheels Hard Charger for
the race. He had improved 7 posi-
tions overall. Kent Schmidt took a
provisional to start the feature and
also improved seven spots to finish
fourteenth. Winner C.J. Leary
started seventh and passed six top

competitors. The ZERO redraw
had produced a straight up starting
field.

Drivers throughout the field
came to race that one last time this
season. Brady Short and car owner
Cam Pottorff received their 2017
Hoosier Tire MSCS Championship
trophies and award jackets during
opening ceremonies. It was the
fourth series championship for
Brady Short and third in the row for
the duo. The MSCS Rookie of the
Year Award was presented to
Kendall Ruble during a second
presentation which followed the
feature.

In preliminary action the three
heat races were won by Chase
Stockon, Kyle Cummins, and Car-
son Short. Tyler Thomas and Brady
Short finished one and two in the B
Main. Collin Ambrose was to have
been one of the 12 starters for the
B but had to scratch for the event
after hitting the concrete wall and
fencing on the backstretch in the
second heat and flipping. Brandon
Mattox and Kent Schmidt were in-
volved in another accident in that
heat. It started with a spin and
ended when Schmidtʼs car flipped
up onto that of Mattox. However

Mattox started the B and took the
last feature transfer position.

Planning and preparation will re-
place racing for a few months until
the series can return to action next
spring for an eighteenth consecu-
tive year.

Two other classes were in com-
petition at “The Harvest Cup.” The
UMP Modifieds competed in a 25
lap feature. Dave Beck of Peters-
burg, IN, took the $1,500 top prize.
Dustin Beck was second in the
main event followed by fast quali-
fier Mark Lamont. The top three
also won their respective heat
races. Matt Hines and Trent Young
rounded out the top five for the fea-
ture. Lance Forman won the B
Main.

The MMSA Mini Sprint feature
was the last event on the race card.
Andy Bradley crossed the finish

line ahead of Anthony Haas and
Chayse Hayhurst. Jesse Vermillion
was fourth followed by Chase
Briscoe.  Briscoe was the only
driver pulling double duty. He was
fifth in both the MSCS feature and
the MMSA feature. Hayhurst won
the B Main.  Anthony Haas, Justin
Lewis, and Chase Briscoe took the
three heat races.
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Harvest Cup; Brady Short

Captures The MSCS Season
Championship

CONCORD, NC -
All dirt roads lead to
Charlotte for the Tex-
tron Off Road World
Finals, but the road to
the championship is
very muddy for the
Super DIRTcar Series.
Among the three se-
ries in action at The
Dirt Track at Charlotte

Motor Speedway, the Super DIRT-
car Series has the closest points
battle. Two veteran competitors,
Matt Sheppard and Billy Decker are
separated by a mere 30 points, but
only one will be standing on the top
step at the conclusion of the World
Finals weekend on Nov. 2-4. 

While the championship battle in
the Super DIRTcar Series will take
center stage, and rightfully so,
there is one more storyline to watch
out for. Rewind to the 2016 World
Finals: Matt Sheppard came into
the weekend at Charlotte needing
just one win to claim the most wins
in a Super DIRTcar Series season.
Sheppard broke the ceiling on the
record by sweeping the two final

events, setting the record for 12
wins in a single season. 

Now fast-forward one year:
Sheppard has the same opportu-
nity, this time to break his own
record. But getting to this point
wasn't an easy task. Since July 25,
the Waterloo, NY driver has picked
up 10 Series victories out of a pos-
sible 15 races, including his sec-
ond-ever NAPA Super DIRT Week
win during the the Billy Whittaker
Cars 200 at Oswego Speedway,
where he walked away with a
$50,000 payday.

As the Series enters the final
weekend of the season, Sheppard
has 11 wins on the 2017 season. If
Sheppard can repeat last year's
performance by sweeping the Tex-
tron Off Roads World Finals, the
35-year-old driver will raise the
record wins in a season to 13 - one
better than the previous record that
he set last year. On top of that, if
Sheppard can pull off this scenario,
he will do so with two less starts
after serving a two-race suspen-
sion in early July. 

To give some perspective on the

hole that Sheppard had to dig out
of, following the Series race at
Sharon Speedway on July 20,
Sheppard was as low as ninth in
the Championship Point Standings,
and a whopping 185 points behind
the leader. Tallying a 66 percent
win total since July 25, Sheppard's
hard work during hot summer
months paid off with a victory at
NAPA Super DIRT Week, regaining
the points lead from three-time
Super DIRTcar Series Champion
Decker, who finished a dismal 16th-
place in the Billy Whittaker Cars
200.

Exiting NAPA Super DIRT Week,
Decker was behind Sheppard by
46 points, but the Unadilla, NY
driver wasn't going down without a
fight. The following week at
Brockville Ontario Speedway,
Decker made a late-race pass en
route to his fourth victory of the
2017 season, closing the points
gap to just 30 points as the Series
enters the final week-
end of competition at
the World Finals in
North Carolina.

A 30-point gap
could be as little as a
couple positions on
the the track. With
three nights of com-
petition at The Dirt
Track at Charlotte
Motor Speedway, the

battle between the pair is sure to be
fierce. 

As the stars of the Super DIRT-
car Series set to close out another
spectacular season, all eyes are on
the prize. Will Matt Sheppard take
home his third consecutive and
sixth overall championship, or will
Billy Decker pick up his fourth
Super DIRTcar Series title?

The most prestigious dirt racing
event in the country, the Textron Off
Road World Finals returns Nov. 2-4
for three days of heart-pounding,
clay-slinging action on the light-
ning-fast, four-tenths mile oval. The
Textron Off Road World Finals
brings together the top series in the
sport - the World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car Series, the World of
Outlaws Craftsman Late Model Se-
ries and the Super DIRTcar Series
Big-Block Modifieds. For more in-
formation on Textron Off Road
World Finals visit www.worldofout-
lawsworldfinals.com.
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The Super DIRTcar Series
Take Center Stage at

Textron Off Road World
Finals Nov. 2-4



Homestead-Miami
Speedway

MIAMI, FL - On
the track, Kyle Busch
has been known to
lead the field during
NASCAR races on nu-
merous occasions.
Today, the 2015 Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series champion
starred in a similar
role, as he led a team
of Homestead-Miami
Speedway employees
in the fight against
hunger at Feeding
South Florida food
bank.

At Feeding South Florida, Busch
was given a tour of the facility, while
receiving an overview of the impact
that the food bank has to the hun-
dreds of thousands of individuals
that it serves annually. Following
that, the driver of the No. 18 car
rolled up his sleeves, as he headed
to the sorting room where he in-
spected donated food, ensuring
that it was safe for distribution.
Busch and the Homestead-Miami
Speedway team ended the day by
packaging the assorted goods into
meals.

As part of the visit and in
Buschʼs name, Homestead-Miami
Speedway donated an amount to
Feeding South Florida that will pro-
vide 18,000 meals to those in need
in the four-county area of Miami-
Dade, Broward, Monroe and Palm
Beach counties. 

“Itʼs always important for people
to get involved in these sorts of
things and give back to the com-
munity,” said Busch.

“That is what we are here for.
NASCAR is a close knit community,
and with the relationship that we
have with Homestead-Miami
Speedway, we were able to be a
part of this great initiative that will
help put food on the table for those
in need.”

Buschʼs visit to Feeding
South Florida came in advance of
one of the biggest weekends in all
of motorsports, Ford Championship
Weekend, which will take place at
Homestead-Miami Speedway, No-
vember 17-19. The weekend will
culminate with the Monster Energy
Series Ford EcoBoost 400 champi-
onship race on Sunday, November
19 at 2:30 p.m.

Currently, Busch is one of the 12
drivers that are still in contention for
the Monster Energy Series cham-
pionship after advancing out of the
Round of 16 in the playoffs. This
week he will compete in the Holly-
wood Casino 400 at Kansas

Speedway, the third and final race
in the Round of 12. If he advances
into the Round of 8, he will be one
step closer to contending for his
second career title as part of the
Championship 4 during the Ford
EcoBoost 400 on November 19 at
Homestead-Miami Speedway. 

“I love coming down here, espe-
cially when I have the opportunity
to race for a championship,” said
Busch. “It takes a really good, fast
car to win at Homestead-Miami
Speedway. You have to be good for
all 400 miles. As competitive as the
racetrack has become over the
years, you really have to trust your-
self and your teammates in order to
come out victorious.”

Buschʼs career at Homestead-
Miami Speedway includes a victory
in the 2015 Ford EcoBoost 400
which earned him the first Monster
Energy Series championship of his
career. The Joe Gibbs Racing
driver has also competed as part of
the Championship 4 at Homestead-
Miami Speedway in 2016.

Tickets to the 2017 Monster En-
ergy Series Ford EcoBoost 400
championship race, in addition to
the XFINITY Series Ford EcoBoost
300 championship race and the
Camping World Truck Series Ford
EcoBoost 200 championship race,
are now available and can be pur-
chased by calling (866) 409-RACE
(7223) or visiting www.Homestead-
MiamiSpeedway.com.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - Monster

Energy NASCAR Cup Series
champion Kevin Harvick's mini alter
ego - Lil' Kev - was busy in the Dal-
las/Fort Worth Metroplex last week
promoting the AAA Texas 500
NASCAR Playoffs race at Texas
Motor Speedway set for Sunday,

Nov. 5.
Lil' Kev, the seven-inch Harvick

bobblehead outfitted in a Jimmy
John's black-and-white firesuit, vis-
ited the sandwich franchises in
Grapevine, Arlington and Roanoke
to "help out" the staff with making
sandwiches and a "Freaky Fast"
delivery run. Also on hand at those
stores for the day was Big Kev, the
life-sized bobblehead version of
Harvick.

During the visits, the Texas
Motor Speedway video production
team had some fun with the smaller
collectible bobblehead that will be
given to the first 30,000 fans at-
tending the AAA Texas 500.  

One of the two videos produced
has Lil' Kev delivering an order to
Texas Motor Speedway. He cruises
"Freaky Fast" in a remote-con-
trolled car with the sandwich
strapped on, popping wheelies and
racing around speedway property
before pulling into The Speedway
Club lobby and up the elevator, rac-
ing into the speedway's corporate
offices to deliver the order. 

The second video shows Lil' Kev
taking customer orders and then
opting to replace their choice with
his personal favorite, the No. 10
Hunter's Club. When the cus-
tomers return to complain, Harvick
has nothing to say but simply nod-
ding in approval.

Harvick is the final driver in the
three-race bobblehead collectible
series for 2017. He joins fellow
Stewart-Haas Racing driver Danica
Patrick (April) and Verizon IndyCar
Series driver Graham
Rahal (June). Last
year, Stewart-Haas
Racing co-owner and
three-time Cup cham-
pion Tony Stewart
was featured as a

bobblehead. 
Tickets for the AAA Texas 500

start as low as $49 for adults and
$10 for children 12 and under. The
AAA Texas 500 is part of a
NASCAR Playoffs tripleheader
weekend that also features the
Camping World Truck Series JAG
Metals 300 Driving Hurricane Har-
vey Relief on Friday, Nov. 3, and
the XFINITY Series O'Reilly Auto
Parts 300 on Saturday, Nov. 4.

Tickets are available by calling
the ticket office at (817) 215-8500
or by visiting www.texasmotor-
speedway.com.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Organ-

izers today confirmed the third edi-
tion of Country 500 – The Great
American Music Fest at Daytona—
setting the dates for May 25, 26, &
27, 2018.  Already a Memorial Day
tradition, Country 500 draws over
75,000 fans from across the globe
to Daytona International Speed-
way, the “World Center of Racing,”
for an unforgettable weekend of
music, camping, and summertime
fun at one of Americaʼs most iconic
sports destinations.

As with the first two events, the
2018 festival will feature some of
the biggest names in country music
performing on two stages and will
again offer festival-goers the
chance to camp inside the infield of
the famed speedway for the three-
day celebration. 

Festival-goers will also be able
to get up close and personal with
some of their favorite country stars
at artist meet-and-greets.  Numer-
ous additional features—such a
wide variety of food and beverage
options, outdoor games, the iconic
Ferris wheel, and much more—will
contribute to the all-around atmos-
phere of Country 500.

Information on next yearʼs music
lineup, tickets (including popular
VIP packages), and camping re-
newals and reservations will be an-
nounced in the coming weeks.
Fans should stay connected with
Country 500 music festival on
Facebook, at Country500.com and
#Country500 on Twitter to get the
latest information on the event as it
becomes available.

Official sponsors of the 2018
Country 500 include Budweiser, the
Official Beer of the Festival, and
others to be announced soon.

2015 Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series champion Kyle Busch

sorts goods at Feeding South Florida. (HMS photo)
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Hickory Motor

Speedway
Beautiful weather

and an enthusiastic
crowd greeted the
competitors as the
Cosmo Motors Fall
Brawl presented by
Calico Coatings rolled
into Hickory Motor
Speedway on Satur-
day night.

Leading off the
night's festivities would
be the Catawba Realty
and Insurance Classic
Sportsmen Racing Se-
ries and their 25 lap

feature. Bill Webb in the #16 would
start from the point with Bob Hape-
man in the #8 to his outside. Webb
and Hapeman would have a spir-
ited battle until the 2017 Hickory
Motor Speedway Champion,
Webb, would pull ahead. Chris
Werner in the #19 would work his
way around Hapeman and chase
down Webb over the last 10 laps.
The pair would put on a great show
and coming into turns 3 & 4 on the
final lap there would be contact
sending Wernerʼs car over the front
end of Webbʼs car. The caution
would fly and set the field for a
green-white-checkered restart.
Hapeman would take the green
flag and look to be on his way to
the win when Don Fenn in the #72
would make the winning pass as
they came off of turn 4 on the final
lap. The 2015 Hickory Motor
Speedway Champion, Fenn, would
return to victory lane for his first
time in 2017. Hapeman would hold
on to finish 2nd. Jimmie DeKrafft in
the #12 would finish 3rd, Bill Powell
in the #71 and Bill Webb would
round out the top 5.

The next event scheduled would
see the Cosmo Motors Street
Stocks hit the track for a 30 lap bat-
tle. Mark Whitten in the #77 would
set the fast time and pace the field
to the green flag with the #18 of
Cody DeMarmels to his outside.
The pair would battle side by side
for several laps until Whitten would
finally nose ahead. Kevin Eby in
the #03 would give chase to the
lead duo hoping to make it a three
way battle for the lead. Whitten
would prove too tough on this night
and drive on to the win. DeMarmels
would finish 2nd with 2017 Hickory
Motor Speedway Champion Eby
close behind finishing 3rd.
Jonathan Smith in the #16 would
finish 4th and Marshall Sutton in
the #64 would finish 5th.

The Paramount Auto Group Lim-
ited Late Models would roll off next

for their 100 lap feature. Monty Cox
in the #21 would turn a blistering
fast lap in qualifying to take the top
starting spot with the #7 of Tyler
Gregory starting to his outside. Cox
would take the early lead and set a
fast pace. As the laps clicked off
Cox would look to have the car to
beat dominating the first 90 laps.
However, a late race caution would
see the field bunched for the restart
and several drivers moving through
to put themselves into contention
for the win. With 10 laps to go Ryan
Vasconcellos in the #10 would
make his move for the lead and
work around Cox to take the top
spot. Zack Bruenger in the #55
would also slip around Cox as
would Gregory. Vasconcellos would
drive on to the win with Bruenger
grabbing the 2nd finishing position.
Gregory would go on to finish 3rd,
Cox would end up 4th, and Alex
Reece in the #18 would finish 5th.

Hitting the track next would be
the One Design Super Trucks for
their 50 lap event. Allen Huffman in
the #51 would lead the field to
green after setting the fast time in
qualifying with the #16 of past One
Design Super Trucks Champion
Clint Fields starting to his outside.
Huffman would drive to early lead
with Fields settling in behind him
and the #15 of Sheflon Clay, 2017
Hickory Motor Speedway Cham-
pion, also giving chase. Huffman
would prove too strong on the night
and drive on for the win. Fields
would finish 2nd and Clay would
come home in 3rd. Charlie Neill in
the #26 and Chase Campbell in the
#F1, Mike Duvall 'Flintstone Flyer'
Memorial truck, would round out
the top 5.

Closing out the night would be
the NASCAR Whelen All American
Series Bojangles Late Models for

their 200 lap slug fest. Ty Gibbs in
the #18 would set the hot lap in
qualifying and start from the pole
position with Cole Glasson in the
#5G to his outside and the cars of
Austin McDaniel in the #18 and
Thomas Beane in the #31 made up
row two. Gibbs and Glasson would
battle side by side for the first 10
laps in an exciting battle for the top
spot. Gibbs would hold on to the
top spot but would face a persistent
challenge from McDaniel, who
would move by Glasson for 2nd.
Gibbs would hold on to the top spot
all the way to lap 100 and lead the
field down pit road for the halftime
break as the leader. After all the
work was completed the cars
would once again hit the track with
Gibbs at the point. McDaniel would
bide his time and move to the top
spot eventually getting by Gibbs.
Working his way through the field
and up to second position would be
the Junior Motorsports #8 of An-
thony Alfredo. McDaniel and Al-
fredo would run nose to tale for 20
laps with Alfredo peeking under the
leader on occasion. With around 20
laps to go Alfredo would make his
move to take the lead. McDaniel
would make several charges back
to the front but Alfredo would prove
too tough and be on his way to vic-
tory lane. McDaniel would hold on
for 2nd. After leading over 100 laps
Gibbs would hold on for 3rd. Dexter
Canipe Jr. in the #23, Landon Huff-
man in the #75, and Thomas
Beane in the #31 would do battle
for the 4th and 5th positions over
the last 30 laps. Canipe would nose
ahead of the pair to finish 4th and
Huffman would hold on to 5th.

Hickory Motor Speedway will be
open for testing for the next few
weeks till our next event, Novem-
ber 17-18 with the PASS Series

Mason-Dixon Mega Meltdown 300.
For more information check us

out at www.hickorymotorspeed-
way.com, on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram.
Five Flags Speedway

PENSACOLA, FL - Fans attend-
ing the 50th Annual Snowball
Derby at Five Flags Speedway (FL)
will have plenty of action to keep an
eye on, both on the track and on pit
road on Sunday, December 3.

After making the decision to go
to a controlled cautions format one
year ago as a result of the two-day
postponement of the race due to
weather, the traditional live pit stop
format will return to the race in
2017.

"We're utilizing the same race
format for the 50th Annual Snow-
ball Derby for which the first 48 ver-
sions of the race were ran under,"
said Five Flags Speedway Pro-
moter Tim Bryant.  "The controlled
pit stops format that was used in
the 2016 race, somewhat out of ne-
cessity given the turn of events re-
lated to the weather, certainly has
a place in today's short track racing
scene. That format is certainly wor-
thy of consideration in the future.
However, for this year's golden an-
niversary our racers and teams will
be sticking to the traditional format
that has helped make this race so
special."

As Bryant eluded to, the Snow-
ball Derby has featured live pit
stops in 48 of the 49 previously
contested versions of the presti-
gious Late Model race.  It is only
right that the tradition continues for
the most highly-anticipated running
of the race. 

By utilizing the live pit stop for-
mat, fans will want to keep their
eyes glued to pit road to witness
any possible changes in position.
The live pit stop format will also en-
courage the use of differing strate-
gies as teams will need to decide
what to do and when to do it on pit
road.

In addition to putting drivers to
the test, the 50th Annual Snowball
Derby will need to be a complete
team effort - from driver to crew
chief to tire changers - for those
hoping to visit victory lane and win
the Tom Dawson Trophy.

A full list of race procedures for
the 50th Annual Snowball Derby at
Five Flags can be viewed on the
track's website by clicking here.

The 50th Annual Snowball
Derby will kick off on Wednesday,
November 29 with racing for the
first time in event history on a
Wednesday night. The Pure Stock

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Anthony Alfredo proudly hoists the “Fall Brawl” trophy overhead

after battling with Austin McDaniel for the win at Hickory Motor

Speedway. (SHERRI STEARNS photo)
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division will be in ac-
tion for a 50-lap fea-
ture prior to the annual
Green Flag Pit Party
and all-important qual-
ifying draw for Late
Model drivers.

Late Models will
hit the track for the first
time on Thursday, No-
vember 30 prior to 50-
lap features for the
Sportsman and Out-
law Stock divisions
later that night.

Friday, December
1 is the most intense

day in all of short track racing. It's
qualifying day for the Snowball
Derby. Also on Friday night, the
Modifieds will get their spotlight as
they do battle for 75 laps to crown
their Snowball Derby champion.

Saturday, December 2 is Allen
Turner Snowflake 100 race day.
Qualifying for the Snowflake 100
will begin at 2 p.m. CT. A 50-lap last
chance race for the Snowflake 100
will immediately follow qualifying.
The 50-lap last chance race for the
Snowball Derby will also be held on
Saturday evening at the conclusion
of the last chance race for the
Snowflake 100.

The green flag for the Allen
Turner Snowflake 100 will wave at
7 p.m. Also on Saturday night, the
Pro Trucks will race for 50 laps to
decide who takes their Snowball
Derby victory.

Sunday, December 3 is the
biggest day of the year in short
track racing. It's race day for the
50th Annual Snowball Derby. Pre-
race festivities will begin at Noon
CT. The class photo for the 50th
Annual Snowball Derby will be
taken on the frontstretch at 12:30.
Driver introductions will follow at
1:15 p.m. The green flag for the
50th Annual Snowball Derby will
wave at 2 p.m.

More information on the 50th An-
nual Snowball Derby can be found
by visiting www.snowballderby.com
and www.5flagsspeedway.com.

Antioch Speedway
MORGANTON, NC - Antioch

Speedway put on a special two-day
event called Halloween Havoc.
Fast qualifier Rickie Weeks #1W
from Forest City led every lap on
his way to Victory in the Blue Ridge
Outlaw late model event. Mike
Huey #4 worked his way quickly
from the rear of the field but had
nothing for weeks at the end and
had to settle for second, Russell
Kennerly #6 a strong third, Adam

Yarbrough #57 fourth and Dan
Yarbrough 57D rounded out the top
five.

John Reynolds #55 from Con-
nelly Springs won the most com-
petitive race of the evening in the
Renegade V8 race . Fast qualifier
Reynolds got the jump at the drop
of the green with Joey Barker #16
in Hot Pursuit. Barker fought hard
and was able to take the lead with
four laps remaining until Reynolds
and Barker Tangled coming off turn
to after taking the white flag and
somehow manage to get hooked
together stopping both Racers on
the back stretch Reynolds was able
to free his racer and went on to
take the checkered flag. Jason
Ledford #14 was able to get by
Barker to finish second, Barker
third, Jake Brown #27 fourth and
Carl Maree #2 fifth.

Conner Carswell #69 (only 14
years old) from Valdese won the
closest race of the evening in the
Thunder bomber/psV8 event. John
Mcelrath #63 took the lead early in
the event with Carswell and Duane
Cook #17 close behind, cook later
dropped from the event with a bro-
ken axle. 

Carswell pressured Mcelrath
until he was able to get up beside
him coming off Turn 4 and took the
Checkered Flag by foot to win the
event. Mcelrath second, Caleb Bur-
ton #4 third, Blake Walker #63B
fourth and Kenneth Edwards #77
fifth.

Chris Stowe #52 from Stanley
Led flag2flag winning the 602 Mod-
ified race. Andrew Durham #0 sec-
ond, fast qualifier Richard Clew F5
third, Cody Cook #2c fourth and
Dylan Davis #1 fifth.

Trent Chatham #9 from Tay-
lorsville won a hotly contested
super stock 4 race. Paul Butler #B4
led the first 12 laps until he and
Trevor Chatham #00 Tangled in be-

tween turns 1 and 2 sending both
Racers to the rear of the field. Trent
Chatham I was able to lead the re-
maining laps to finish in first place.
Trevor finish second, Riley Dunford
#18d third, Bulter fourth and Ed
Brittain #57 fifth.

Chris Bulter #B9 from Morgan-
ton LED every lap from his fast
qualifier starting position to easily
win they Pure Stock 4 race. Patrick
Annas #6 overcame a mid race flat
tire to finish second. Phillip Benfield
#60 withstood and early race spin
to finish third, Logan Ritchie #92
fourth and Chase Carter #36
rounded out the top five.

Brad McManis #3b from Lan-
caster SC only led 2 laps to take
the victory in the extreme front-
wheel-drive division. David Laney
#12x led the first six circuits until he
had to pit with a flat right rear tire.
Kenneth Miles #16, Bobby Lavair
#4 and Brandon Hampton #78 bat-
tled the next several laps some-
times three wide until McManus
was able to take the lead and went
on to take checkered flag. Blake
Walker #00 overcame intermediate
ignition problems to windup in sec-
ond place. Lavair third, Laney
fourth and Junior Adams #18 fifth.

Alexus Motes #12 from Fort Mill
SC came from the rear the field
winning the Young Guns race.
Daniel Tate #D2 took the lead on
the second lap and led the next 9
until he was sideline out of fuel.
Motes took the point and went on
to take the checkered flag followed
in second by Joe Brandon #007,
fast qualifier Chesnie Chatham #9
cross the line in third, Trace
Chatham #21 fourth and Emilee
Baker #29m fifth.

Marty Spittle #45 from Waxhaw
one the special vintage race.
Bradley Weaver #07 out battled
Eric Rogers #7 to finish second
Rogers third.

Southern National

Motorsports Park
LUCAMA, NC – Rusty Daniels

ended a winless streak dating back
to May 2016 with his victory in Sun-
day nightʼs Spooktacular presented
by NCDOT Click-It-Or-Ticket.

The veteran racer from Alliance,
North Carolina dominated the 100
lap Limited Late Model feature,
leading 83 laps and surviving a se-
ries of late race restarts to score
the win.  Daniels had pulled away
from the field, but a late race cau-
tion for a six car pileup setup a five
lap shootout.  Daniels held off a
challenge from newcomer Jessica
Dana in the final laps en route to
victory – his first since May 28,
2016.

“Itʼs very special,” Daniels said.
“We brought a different car that
weʼve never run here and we
tested two weeks ago, first time Iʼve
been on the racetrack with it.  Itʼs
11-years-old but drives like a brand
new one.  Canʼt thank Kevin Bell
enough.  We work hard on this
stuff.  We probably donʼt do every-
thing just right but we do it the way
we want too.  Canʼt thank my fam-
ily and everybody enough who
have helped me with this thing.”

Daniels has been a contender all
season long, both at Southern Na-
tional Motorsports Park and at
Carteret County Speedway, but vic-
tory lane had eluded him all sea-
son.  He has led races and been
involved in crashes or been side-
lined due to mechanical failures or
otherwise come up just short of
winning.  His consistency earned
him the championship in the East-
ern Carolina Late Model Mania Se-
ries.

“It stinks we werenʼt in the
NASCAR points deal,” Daniels re-
marked.  “I was trying so hard, I
want to win the state some kind of
bad before I quit.  It just works out
the way it does, nothing we can do
about that.”

Jessica Dana, making her
Southern National Motorsports
Park debut with Lee Pulliam Per-
formance, finished in the runner-
up spot, her best career finish in a
Limited Late Model.

“We had a really good car all
weekend,” Dana said.  “We were
struggling at first but we got it to-
gether and came back with a sec-
ond-place finish.  I really have to
thank the team.  They worked their
butts off to get me where they are
and my sponsors for making it pos-
sible to even be at the track.”

For Dana, the runner-up finish
has her inching closer to victory

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Rickie Weeks celebrates winning Halloween Havoc after leading

every lap. (ANTIOCH SPEEDWAY photo)



(Continued…)

after being sidelined
from the sport a few
years ago.

“Iʼve worked my
butt off to get where I
am and everyone
backing me has
worked their butts off,”
Dana remarked.  “Iʼve
been through a lot.
Iʼve had to step out of
racing, got back into
racing and weʼre mak-
ing it happen when we
need to.”

John Jones, father
of Clay Jones, raced

his way to a third place finish in the
no. 15 car.  Jones was racing in
honor of his friend and longtime en-
gine builder, Mike Harrell, who
passed away earlier this month.

Colt James clinched the cham-
pionship in the Fast Five Pro Late
Model in style, with a victory in the
final race of the season.

James won the second race in
the Pro Late Model doubleheader,
notching his ninth victory in the last
10 races and officially winning the
division championship for the sec-
ond consecutive year.

“Weʼre like the little team that
could,” James said.  “Youʼll never
beat me in heart.  I always got more
heart.  Weʼre just like everybody in
the stands, weʼre blue collar.  We
go to work from 7-5 Monday
through Friday, come out here and
race our butts off and try to show
that thereʼs still room for the little
guy out here.  We just try to win
races.”

For the first time this season,
however, James was denied victory
at least once.  Mason Diaz scored
the victory in the first race in the
doubleheader – his first career win
in a Pro Late Model.

Brandon Clements picked up the
victory in a wild 60 lap Hubert
Vester Honda Mini Stock show-
down.

Clements was involved in a
crash early on in the race but was
able to race his way back up
through the field and to the lead.
Once Clements, who started on the
pole, got back to the lead, he pulled
away for his first career Southern
National Motorsports Park Mini
Stock division win.

“We struggled the past two days
and to come here and have the
dominant car the whole race is just
awesome” Clements remarked.
“Not sure what happened on that
restart, just couldnʼt get going
there.  The original pilot of the car is
here tonight and heʼs the one who

scored 21 wins in one year and
now we just matched him.  Feels
very good to do that.  Grew up
watching this car win races, itʼs just
awesome.”

Clements has been dominant in
the Mini Stock division this year
outside of Southern National Mo-
torsports Park, scoring wins at
Carteret County Speedway, Myrtle
Beach Speedway, Wake County
Speedway and at a handful of other
tracks.

Stephen Sanders finished sec-
ond while Joseph Pittman, who
was also involved in an early race
accident, finished third.

Don Wooten scored the victory
in the Any Car division over Jake
Martin and Joseph Pittman while
Chris Floars won in the Legends
race and Cameron Murray held off
a hard charging Emily Day to win
the Bandolero race.

Saturday night, Southern Na-
tional Motorsports Park will be back
in action with the Inaugural Accent
Imaging Day of Destruction.  The
event features Demolition Derby
competitions, an Enduro race as
well as other events, such as flag-
pole racing, appliance racing, track
tug-of-war, a burnout competition
and much more.  More information
about the Accent Imaging Day of
Destruction can be found at
www.snmpark.com/demoderby. 

For more information about
Southern National Motorsports
Park, check out SNMPʼs website
at www.snmpark.com, “like” South-
ern National Motorsports Park on
Facebook or “follow” @SNM_Park
on Twitter.

Stafford Motor Speedway 
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

After winning his first career track
championship last season, Palmer,

MA native Duane Provost was de-
termined to come back to Stafford
Motor Speedway and at least chal-
lenge for another title this season.
Provost and the #88 Facchini Law
Firm team were more than just con-
tenders during the 2017 season as
he scored three wins and he fin-
ished in the top-5 in 16 out of 17
races this season.  But as strong as
Provost was this season, a crash in
the second race of the year left
Provost with a hole to climb out of
and doubts about being able to win
a second championship.

“I was hoping we were going to
be contenders again this season
but after the second week we got
into the backstretch wall and de-
stroyed the car so I was starting to
doubt if we could do this again,”
said Provost.  “I donʼt think I got into
the point lead until just the last cou-
ple of races.  Coming back from
that bad finish took a while so it
was a long year but we did it.  Itʼs
pretty cool.  Our circumstances
were a lot better this year than last
year and the hard driving all year
paid off in the end and itʼs a great
feeling to be champion again.  Last
year wasnʼt the best but this year
we had good finishes and we kept
the car up there every week and
having the most points at the end
of the year was pretty solid.  I was
always hoping that we were going
to win it again but it wasnʼt until my
last win that I really began to think
we had a good chance at winning
again.”

Provost established himself as a
championship contender with a
second place effort in the season
opening NAPA Spring Sizzler but a
crash in the second race of the
season left him 16 points out of the
lead.  Provost quickly went about
minimizing his points deficit with a

second place run followed by 2
consecutive wins in his next three
starts.  His margin for the point lead
shrunk from 16 points down to 2
points.  Provost then spent much of
the summer in a virtual dead heat
with Jeremy Lavoie.  One week
Lavoie would gain 2 points on
Provost and then the next week
would see Provost gain 2 points
back.  It wasnʼt until the first race of
September that Provost was able
to take the point lead from Lavoie.
Once Provost got into the point
lead, he held it through the final 4
races and clinched the champi-
onship with a fifth place finish in the
NAPA Fall Final feature to win the
championship by 6 points over Al
Saunders with Lavoie fading back
to third, 22 points behind.

“This year I got my first two
races won in a row and now we
have two championships in a row,
so itʼs a pretty cool accomplish-
ment,” said Provost.  “I worked re-
ally hard this year and tried to do
everything I could to get up on the
podium every week and here we
are celebrating this championship.
I have to thank my brother Derek
for coming every week and helping
me out, Coach Marco at Team Link
in Ludlow, Michael Facchini from
Facchini Law Firm, Jolly Joe
Koziol, Donny at R.A.D. for all the
power under the hood, Buzzy for
the transmission, Barry Fluckiger
for setting the car up all year long
and helping me keep the car on the
track and straight, New England
Racing Fuel Sunoco and Mr.
Rooter Plumbing along with 32
Signs for their contingency support
throughout the year, NAPA Auto
Parts, everyone who makes this
thing run, and thanks to all the fans
for coming out every week and
watching us do this, it means the
world to us.”

Provost will officially be recog-
nized as the 2017 Limited Late
Model champion at the 48th Annual
Stafford Speedway Champions
Awards Ceremony to be held on
Friday, November 17 at Maneeleyʼs
in South Windsor.

Tickets to the 48th Annual
Stafford Motor Speedway Champi-
ons Awards Ceremony are $48 per
person and can be ordered by call-
ing the Stafford Motor Speedway
track office at (860) 684-2783, by
downloading an order form from
www.staffordspeedway.com and
returning the form to the track of-
fice, or by paying for tickets online.  

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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Rusty Daniels celebrates in victory lane after winning the fourth

running of the Spooktacular at Southern National Motorsports

Park.(ANDY MARQUIS/SNMP photo)


