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As one of four
drivers trying to lock
down the final two
spots in NASCARʼs
playoffs, Clint Bowyer
said Sundayʼs race at
the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway was filled
with “high anxiety.”

Like so many oth-
ers, he soon will be
able to relax when
playoff field is
trimmed by

four drivers every three
races.

For some, like Bowyer
and Ryan Newman, the
2019 season will be de-
fined by the journey, not
the destination. Just mak-
ing the playoffs took every
bit of eight months of rac-
ing on the edge. Staying in the
playoffs will take a lot more.

For now, 16 drivers are eligible
to win the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series champi-
onship at the season-finale at the
Homestead-Miami Speedway. But
to borrow a phrase from poker, just
because they have a chip and a
chair doesnʼt mean they have a
chance.

The playoff field can be summa-
rized by four categories: the fron-
trunners, the longshots, the
also-rans and the nags. Hereʼs a
preview of the playoffs:

THE FRONTRUNNERS
Rarely has there been such a di-

vide from the elite four from the rest
of the field. Kevin Harvick, Kyle
Busch, Denny Hamlin and Joey
Logano been the most-consistent.
For that reason, itʼs easy to predict
one of the four will be the next
champion.

Harvick put an exclamation point
next to his name with a dominant
victory at Indianapolis. It was his
third win in the last seven races.

“You know, we kind of get in our
own little world,” Harvick said.
“When things are happening, it's
like, I'm not going to deal with any-
thing else. I don't do anything other
than focus on what he needs, what
the car is doing, try to be there to
be giving information and giving
things that I'm feeling in the car be-
cause you have to be a part of the
process because it is a process,
and like he said, it happens fast this
weekend. In order to be part of the
process, you have to be engaged
in it.”

No list if favorites would be com-
plete without Kyle Busch. In fact,
Las Vegas bookmakers have him
posted with 7-to-2 odds.

“Hopefully, we can keep that
trend going,” Busch said. “We have
certainly worked hard throughout
the regular season to get this play-
off point advantage that we have
right now. It would be nice to not
have to rely on those points, but to
be able to win some races here and

close out the season
strong and get to Home-
stead and race for a
championship.”

With Two wins in
the last six races – and a
season-opening Daytona
500 victory – Hamlin is hit-
ting his stride at the right
time. He hopes to start the
playoffs fast to allow for

some margin for error.
“I think you want to create as

good of a buffer as you can for the
first two races,” he said. “That way
you can go to the Roval (road-
course race at the Charlotte Motor
Speedway) and not have to worry
about so much. Thatʼs going to be
the plan for us. To have a smooth
Vegas, have a smooth Richmond
and see how things play out.”

Defending series champion
Logano hasnʼt won since the June
10 race at Michigan, but heʼs fin-
ished no worse than 11th in his last
four starts. Moreover, heʼs looking
forward to the pressure of defend-
ing his title.

“I love it. It is the best part of the
year,” he Logano said. “This to me
is maybe the most stressful, yes,
but I always say that the pressure
is what brings the best out of you.
You are able to find things in your-
self that you didnʼt know were
there. This is the time of the year as
a driver and a person that I grow
more than any other time of the
year.”

THE LONGSHOTS
There was a time when Martin

Truex Jr. would have been consid-
ered a frontrunner, especially after
the 2017 champion won four races
in an eight-race stretch. But since
then, heʼs finished 15th or worse in
four of the last nine races.

“The last five to six races, we
have been really strong,” he said.
“We donʼt have a whole lot to show
for it, so it has been disappointing.
It has been frustrating from that
point. Knowing that we have the
team and the speed to go really far

in the playoffs and be a champi-
onship contender feels good. We
will be ready to start that [this]
weekend (at Las Vegas).”

Brad Keselowski has three wins,
but all three came before May 12.
He still has five top-10 finishes in
the last seven races, as well as
Penske Racing resources and
Roush Yates Engines.

“We certainly had a really strong
start to the season and havenʼt
quite had the middle of the season
that we want to have but I think we
have a great chance of putting it all
together in the playoffs,” Ke-
selowski said. “One of the things
we learned last year is you can be
really great here but what really
matters is the last five or six races.
Hopefully that is where we shine.”

Chase Elliott won on a restrictor-
plate track (Talladega) and road
course (Watkins Glen) this year.
With four top-10s in his last five
races – and a plate track (Tal-
ladega) and road course (Char-
lotte) on the playoff schedule –
Elliott is positioned well to survive
a couple rounds of eliminations.

“These past couple of weeks
have been wild with just a lot of
stuff happening,” he said. “So, we
just need to get out there and I
have confidence that we can have
good cars. Weʼve just got to get
going in find a little consistency and
just get things started off, unevent-
fully, would be great. I think you
have to have the ability to win all of
them, or the majority of them, to
have a shot at Homestead.”

Kurt Busch always seems to be
racing for his next contract. This
year may be no different. But he
has one victory and has played a
major role in getting Chip Ganassi
Racing back on track.

“Youʼve just got to be ready for
it. All year long you build up toward
it,” Kurt Busch said. “There are sis-
ter tracks to some tracks that other
tracks that are own their own. Each
week is a nice, fresh, restart; and
youʼve got to get through three
races each time, you know, the
three rounds to get to Homestead.
So, I kind of look at it as three races
at a time and just try to piece to-
gether what you chew on.”

THE ALSO-RANS
Erik Jones got a new contract to

remain in the No. 20 Toyota at Joe
Gibbs Racing a week after winning
the Southern 500 at Darlington. Will
he benefit by having that distraction
finally removed?

“We have been right up there
with our other teammates up in the
front contending,” he said. “Hope-
fully, we can just carry it into the
playoffs and have that same speed
and momentum thatʼs going to take
us deep into it. We figured out a lot
of stuff, and definitely things that
are going to help us going forward.”

Ryan Blaney has Logano and
Keselowski as teammates. And
while he easily qualified for the
playoffs on points, that working re-
lationship hasnʼt put Blaney into
Victory Lane this year.

“It is nice to be a part of it,”
(Continued on Next Page…)
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Blaney said. “I am just
looking forward to the
last 10 races. It is
something that every-
one dreams about at
the beginning of the
year. You just want a
shot at it. Hopefully we
can get by the first
round. I think we have
some really great
tracks for us after that
and we will see what
we can do.”

It's odd when Kyle
Larson is lumped into
the third tier of con-

tenders, but he hasnʼt shown any
kind of consistency to be rated any
higher. After winning four races in
2017, he hasnʼt won since. And
heʼs only got six top-five finishes all
year.

“Itʼs been a good couple of
months,” he said. “My cars have
been good. Weʼre qualifying pretty
well. So, weʼve just got to keep
plugging along and hope we get a
win and get through these rounds.

We just have to continue having
days like that and eliminating our
mistakes. We just have to do the
best we can in the stages and the
finishes.”

William Byron is still looking for
his first Cup Series win, but he
comes into the playoffs with eight
top-10 finishes in his last 14 races.
He also has seven-time champi-
onship crew chief Chad Knaus on
the pit box.

“I feel like any place that weʼre
going back to for a second time is
going to be really good for us,”
Byron said. “Going back to Vegas
is going to be great. Going back to
Richmond is going to be good. The
Roval is a new one, but I feel those
two out of three in the first round,
going back for the second time, can
help our team.”

THE NAGS
Now in his fourth fulltime sea-

son, Alex Bowman has started to
figure things out. While won last
June at the Chicagoland Speed-
way, he only has one top-10 finish
in the race races that followed.

“Weʼve just got to go out and
perform and not have good days

and then bad days, like weʼve had
the last two weeks,” Bowman said.
“There are a lot of really good race
tracks for us. The second round is
extremely good for us. So, Iʼm look-
ing forward to it. I think our cars are
going to be really strong and we
can go out there and win some
races.”

Aric Almirola heads into the play-
offs with just one top-five finish all
year. He knows itʼs going to take a
lot more to survive the first cut.

“To be able to make it back into
the playoffs and have a shot to run
for a championship is great,” he
said. “Everything has to be better
when you get to the playoffs. The
car has to be better, the driver has
to be better. 

“I have to do a better job on
restarts. We have to do a better job
on pit road. It all stacks up. It all
matters. I think when you get to the
playoffs, everybody brings a whole
other level and hopefully we can
rise to the occasion like we did last
year.”

The last thing Bowyer wants is
to be one-and-done in the playoffs.
After spending so much emotional

and mechanical energy just to
make the postseason, Bowyerʼs
team now must find a lot more.

“We have 10 races and look at
the last three races where they
have been single-digit finishes for
us,” Bowyer said. “That will get you
a round or maybe two and builds
confidence and momentum with
our race team. That is what it takes.
We are doing the right things and
putting ourselves in the right situa-
tions to capitalize on other peopleʼs
mishaps instead of being the one
that makes the mishap.”

Ryan Newman edged Daniel
Suarez for the final spot in the play-
offs. With an average finish of 14th
in every race, he wonʼt be able to
stay alive without a victory or two.

“I guess if you look at our roster
there are more new people on our
team together for the first time than
all the other teams put together and
I am proud that we were able to
take that and use our collective ex-
perience of our own knowledge
from places and things we have
done and turn that into a playoff po-
sition,” he said. “Now we just have
to do something with it.”
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The sixteen drivers going into the NASCAR playoffs are shown after the Brickyard 400. Back row from left to right: Denny Hamlin, Alex
Bowman, Kurt Busch, Kyle Busch, Joey Logano, Brad Keselowski, Kevin Harvick and Aric Aimirola. Front row from left to right: Ryan
Newman, Kyle Larson, Erik Jones, William Byron, Martin Truex Jr., Clint Bowyer, Ryan Blaney and Chase Elliott. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP
photo)



SPEEDWAY, IN -
It was a dominating
victory for Kevin Har-
vick and a statement
of superiority for his
No. 4 Stewart-Haas
Racing Ford team as
the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series

heads toward its 10-race Playoff.
It was an ignominious end to

Jimmie Johnsonʼs unique and un-
precedented streak of qualifying for
every Cup Series postseason.

And it was heartbreak for Daniel
Suarez, as he chased Ryan New-
man over the final nine laps of the
Big Machine Vodka 400 at Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway with the
final Playoff berth in the balance.

Newman came home eighth, as
he and fifth-place finisher Clint
Bowyer locked up the final two
Playoff spots. Suarez ran 11th after
getting trapped in traffic on the final
restart on Lap 152 of 160 and fin-
ished four points behind Newman
in the final regular-season stand-
ings.

But the story of the race was
Harvick, who was in a class by him-
self. The 2014 series champion
won the second stage and during
the final nine laps of the race sped
to a 6.118-second advantage over
runner-up Joey Logano.

Harvick started from the pole,
led five times for 119 laps and con-

trolled the event, except for one 19-
lap stretch when eventual seventh-
place finisher Ryan Blaney
grabbed the top spot after a restart
on Lap 112.

“I can't tell you how much com-
ing to Indianapolis means to me,"
Harvick said. "As a kid, I watched
Rick Mears win the Indy 500 and
got to be around him as a kid. He
was my hero.

"My team built a great race car. I
can't say enough about everyone
on (this team). They built a heck of
a race car. It's the same stuff that
we took to Michigan and had a real
good weekend there, obviously,
and went to Victory Lane.

"I know how much this means to
(crew chief) Rodney (Childers) and
all the guys who work on this car.
We've been so close at winning
here before."

True, this was Harvickʼs first
Brickyard victory with his current
SHR contingent, but it was his sec-
ond overall, the first coming with
Richard Childress Racing 16 years
ago. Harvick won for the third time
this season and the 48th time in his
career, tying Herb Thomas for 15th
on the all-time list and moving to
one win behind his car owner, Tony
Stewart.

“I don't know if we had the best
car, but we had the fastest car,”
Harvick said. “We gave up the lead
there (to Blaney) on one of those

restarts, and then we came and pit-
ted, and the caution came out (for
Kyle Larsonʼs crash on Lap 129),
and it worked our way.  

“We've given so many away just
because of circumstances here,
and the way that the caution flag
fell today actually worked in our
favor. I

“t gave us control of the race,
and we were able to keep control of
the race and not make any mis-
takes, and here we are in Victory
Lane at one of the greatest places
on earth to race.”

A four-time winner at the Brick-
yard, Johnson hoped to find magic
at the 2.5-mile track. Instead, he
found misery. Moments after a
restart on Lap 105, his No. 48
Chevrolet broke loose underneath
the Camaro of Hendrick Motor-
sports teammate William Byron,
slid sideways and collided with the
No. 1 Chevrolet of Kurt Busch. 

An eight-car wreck ensued, and
Johnsonʼs car was too heavily
damaged to continue. The seven-
time champion finished 35th his
streak of 15 straight NASCAR post-
seasons came to an end.

“Yeah, itʼs really disappointing,”
Johnson said. “Unfortunately, we
had a bad 25 races that led to the

position weʼre in here today (18
points out of the Playoffs) and we
needed a stellar day. I think we
were having a strong day. Iʼm really
proud of my team with whatʼs been
going on. 

“The No. 1 car (Kurt Busch) had
a little trouble on the restart. Iʼm on
the inside going into the corner and
it was just super tight. Itʼs unfortu-
nate that happened. Certainly, itʼs
not what we needed on that restart.
I couldnʼt go below the white line
and kind of got snipped there and
turned around—and around and
round we go.”

Similarly, bad luck caught up
with Suarez, who pitted because of
a vibration on Lap 126 and got
caught a lap down when Larsonʼs
wreck caused the seventh caution
three circuits later. Suarez got the
lap back under the yellow, but he
had to restart from the rear and
never recovered.

Bubba Wallace ran third in the
No. 43 Richard Petty Motorsports
Chevrolet, posting the second top-
three result of his career, the first
having come in a runner-up run in
the 2018 Daytona 500. Byron was
fourth, followed by Bowyer, Denny
Hamlin, Blaney, Newman, Chase
Elliott and Paul Menard.
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Kevin Harvick

Dominates Indianapolis
as Jimmie Johnson

Misses Playoff

Kevin Harvick gets the victory shower in Indianapolis Motor
Speedwayʼs victory lane after winning the Big Machine Vodka 400
Sunday afternoon. (BRIAN LAWDERMILK/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Climbing the fence is an Indianapolis tradition that Kevin Harvick,
son Keelan and car owner Tony Stewart, along with some of the
crew enjoy taking part in for the fans. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)



SPEEDWAY, IN -
It was more of the
same for Kyle Busch
in Saturdayʼs Indiana
250 NASCAR Xfinity
Series race at Indi-
anapolis Motor Speed-
way, but “more of the
same” was anything
but easy.

Busch held off
Justin Allgaier by .132 seconds dur-
ing a five-lap run to the finish at the
2.5-mile track, but only after a hard
crash that took out frontrunners
Christopher Bell and Tyler Reddick
with seven laps left.

With a strong short-run car, com-
bined with his unquestioned
prowess on restarts, Busch took
control after the final restart to win
for the fourth time at the Brickyard,
the fourth time in seven starts this
season and the 96th time in his ca-
reer, extending his series record.

In more ways than one, Busch
benefited from the wreck that took
out Bell and Reddick as they were
battling for the lead. For one thing,
it eliminated two of the strongest
cars in the race. For another, it put
Busch out front in clean air, greatly
improving the handling of the No.
18 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota Supra.

“It was really tough to pass, even

when you had a run on a guy,”
Busch said in Victory Lane. “You
could pass the guys who were set
up for long-runs on the straight-
aways but some of those other
guys, like (Bell, Brandon Jones)
and the JGR guys, they were stu-
pid fast.

“We got back in traffic and just
really fought the handling of this
thing and got stuck around fourth
place. Iʼm real proud of this team.
This Toyota Supra was awesome
today, and glad we got to take it to
Victory Lane.”

Allgaier, the defending race win-
ner, led a trio of JR Motorsports
cars to top-five finishes, with Noah
Gragson charging to third in the
closing laps and Jeb Burton match-
ing his career-best finish in his fifth
start of the season. Justin Haley
ran fifth and scored 35 points,
enough to become the ninth driver
to clinch a spot in the Xfinity Series
Playoffs.

Three cautions in the final 14
laps doomed the chances of All-
gaier, whose No. 7 Chevrolet was
set up for long green-flag runs.

“Kyleʼs great, especially on
restarts,” said Allgaier, who led
three times for 24 laps, half the total
recorded by the race winner.
“Thatʼs what sets him apart in the

Cup Series and here in the Xfinity
Series. Our Suave Men Camaro
was on rails, especially on the long
runs…

“You donʼt realize what it means
to you until you come that close to
tasting those bricks again. Weʼll go
to Vegas (for the regular-season fi-
nale) next week, finish out the reg-
ular season strong and take this
momentum into the Playoffs.”

Bell and Reddick were running
up front after a restart on Lap 93 of
100, but Bellʼs Toyota broke loose
under Reddickʼs Chevrolet in Turn
2, sending both cars hard into the
outside wall and eliminating them
from the race. 

Bell finished 29th, one spot
ahead of Reddick.

“Of all my NASCAR crashes,
this one takes the cake,” Bell said
after visiting the infield care center.
The wreck deprived him of a
chance to win for the seventh time.

Brandon Jones recovered from
a spin after contact with Austin Cin-
dricʼs Ford on Lap 87 to finish sixth,
one position ahead of six-time win-
ner Cole Custer. Chase Briscoe,
Austin Hill and Ryan Sieg com-
pleted the top 10.

Reddick retained the series lead
by 50 points over Bell and can
clinch the regular-season title next
Saturday by scoring 11 points.
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s Kyle Busch Holds Off
Justin Allgaier to Notch
Fourth Brickyard Win

Kyle Busch (18) takes the checkered just in front of Just Allgaier (7) in Saturdayʼs XFINITY race. (MATT SULLIVAN/GETTY IMAGES photo)

While everbody else kisses the bricks, race winner Kyle Busch
gets a winnerʼs kiss from wife Samantha while son Brexton waits
for the “kissing of the bricks” to start. (BRIAN
LAWDERMILK/GETTY IMAGES photo)
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RIVERHEAD, NY
- Another track, an-
other streak for Justin
Bonsignore.

The defending
NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour cham-
pion earned his fourth
straight victory at
Riverhead Raceway
on Saturday night in
the Miller Lite 200,
adding his eighth ca-
reer win at his home
track. He took the lead

from Timmy Solomito on a restart
with 11 laps to go, and held off
Solomito in overtime to score the
win.

It was the fifth victory of the sea-
son for Bonsignore, and his 25th
career in Whelen Modified Tour
competition. Heʼs the only driver in
the 64-race history at the track to
win four straight, breaking a previ-
ous tie with Mike Ewanitsko and
Ryan Preece, who both had three.
The win also helped Bonsignore
close the gap in the championship
standings with just three races re-
maining.

“Anytime we come here, we
want to win. We love coming
home,” Bonsignore said. “Iʼve just
been really fortunate with good
cars here with Ryan (Stone, crew
chief), to be able to win four in a
row.”

Bonsignoreʼs path to Victory
Lane saw him fend-off another
local favorite. He started second,
but dropped to the bottom of the
top five early, and had to spend
much of the middle of the race
charging back through. Former
track champion Tom Rogers Jr. led
from laps 32 to 124, driving away
from the field before a caution flew
just after the halfway point.

Rogers would struggle to keep
his podium running spot, while
Solomito took control of the race
out front on lap 146, and Bon-
signore followed by Rogers shortly
after. Bonsignore would chase
down Solomito as the two cut
through lapped traffic, but didnʼt
quite seem to have the run to try
and get around.

But a caution with 16 laps to go
changed that.

Bonsignore worked the outside
of Solomito on the restart, and was
able to clear him for the top spot.
He would have to hold his ground
as the leader during two final
restarts, but was able to accom-
plish the task.

Solomito would finish second,
his best effort of the season, while
Mayhew Tools Dominator Pole win-
ner Craig Lutz was third. Kyle
Soper, Riverheadʼs NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series Modified
points leader, was fourth, followed
by Patrick Emerling.

Chuck Hossfeld was sixth, fol-
lowed by Sunoco Rookie of the
Year contender J.B. Fortin, J.R.
Bertuccio, Rogers and John Beatty
Jr.

After starting inside the top five,
contact between Bonsignore and
Doug Coby sent Coby spinning
early. The points leader would
charge back into the middle of the
top 10, but after contact in the final
corner, he spun again, and finished

15th.
Coby leads Bonsignore by 19

points in the standings, while Ron
Silk is third, 45 back. The Miller Lite
200 will air on NBCSN on Wednes-
day, September 11, at 6 p.m.

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour returns to the track for the
Musket 250 presented by Whelen
at NH Motor Speedway as part of
the second Full Throttle Weekend
on Saturday, September 21.
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Four Straight at Riverhead

Justin Bonsignore celebrates his fifth win of the season at Riverhead Raceway. (Ruby Wallau/NASCAR
photo)



SALEM, IN -
Florida native Stephen
Nasse has always
liked racing on the fa-
mous High Banks of
Winchester Speedway
and after getting the
win in Sundayʼs
JEGS/CRA All-Stars

Tour and a dominating win in Mon-
dayʼs ARCA/CRA Super Series
Powered by JEGS Winchester 400
warm up event, it will be a weekend
he will not forget.

“This just puts the icing on the
cake for a great weekend,ʼ re-
marked a jubilant Nasse in victory
lane. “This race played out pretty
much like yesterdayʼs JEGS Tour
race, we got out front and I was
able to set the pace. The car just
didnʼt miss a beat all weekend.
Chris and the whole Jett Motor-
sports Team do a great job and
gave me great cars this weekend.
This win gives us a lot of momen-
tum going into next months Win-
chester 400, I think we will have the
car to beat in that one!”

Nasse started Sunday off by
being the Hamke Race
Cars/Rowdy Manufacturing Fast
Qualifier with the ARCA/CRA Super
Series. Then won Sunday nightʼs
Winchester 100 for the JEGS/CRA
All-Stars Tour Presented by
Chevrolet Performance, his first
victory with that series.

2018 series Champion Josh
Brock grabbed the early lead from
his outside pole starting position
after Nasse drew a five for the
events inverted start. Brock kept
the lead while Nasse worked his
way to the front to settle in behind
Brock in second. A couple of cau-
tions and one red flag when the
cars of Rick Turner and 2017 series
Champion Logan Runyon made
heavy contact with the turn one
wall created a couple of tight
restarts, but Brock was able to
keep the lead each time. Turner
and Runyon were both okay after
there crash, but both cars sus-
tained heavy damage ending the
day for both.

Nasse tried the inside pass sev-
eral times before finally getting by
on lap 52. From there Nasse would
pull away and get the win as the
event ran the second half of the

event caution free with Nasse win-
ning by almost three seconds.
Nasse picked up the AR Bodies
Cool Move of the Race Award for
his pass of Brock and picked up a
Hoosier Racing Tire Performance
Award.

Two time series Champion
Travis Braden battled in the top five
throughout the event and made a
late pass on Brock to grab second
for the fifth time this season with
the series. Brock would finish in
third, highest of the series Chase
for the Championship drivers.

Senneker Performance Rookie
of the Year points leader Jack
Dossey III and former series regu-
lar Dalton Armstrong had a battle
on the track throughout the last
quarter of the race after Armstrong
had raced back into the top five
after pitting for adjustments. The
on-track battle resulted in hard con-
tact from Armstrong to Dossey III
on one attempt to pass, Dossey
IIIʼs car looked like it was going to
spin out in turn four, but he made a
miraculous recovery and did not
lose a position. For his save
Dossey III was awarded the FLUI-
DYNE High Performance Cool
Under Pressure Award.

Dossey III would finish in fourth
with Armstrong in fifth place.
Dossey IIIʼs crew was awarded the
PitBoxes.com Pit Crew of the Race
Award for the repairs they made to
get Dossey IIIʼs car back in race
shape Sunday night and Monday
morning after Dossey III made hard
contact with the turn two wall on his
second lap of qualifying Sunday af-
ternoon.

Two time series winner Eddie
Van Meter came from his
15th place starting position to finish
in sixth, earning a Hoosier Racing
Tire Performance Award and the
Progressive Racing Engines Hard
Charger Award. Defending event
winner Jeff Fultz would finish in
seventh, 2016 series Champion
Cody Coughlin finished in eighth,
rookie Scotty Tomasik was ninth
with Hunter Jack in tenth place.

The ARCA/CRA Super Series
next event will be the $10,000 win-
ner take all Speed 51.com Super
Select Special non-points event
this Saturday at Lucas Oil Race-
way. The series will continue itʼs

2019 Chase for the Championship
with the Glass City 200 at Toledo
Speedway on Saturday, Septem-
ber 21st.

More information on all the CRA
series is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com.

Lane Becomes All
Time Van Hoy Oil CRA
Street Stock Victories

Leader with Win at
Winchester

SALEM, IN - Veteran CRA com-
petitor Jeff Lane capped off a big
day at Winchester Speedway on
Monday by getting the win in the
Van Hoy Oil CRA Street Stocks
Powered by JEGS feature in the
World Stock Car Festival event,
after winning the ICAR Modifieds
All-Star Tour feature just prior to the
CRA Street Stock feature.

“This is a great way to end the
weekend,” remarked Lane in vic-
tory lane. “Got to thank my car
owner Loyd Davis and all the guys
who put a ton of work into getting
this car ready for this weekend. The
car was fast all weekend, we knew
it would be good in the race if we
could get to the front. We got out
front and we were good to go after
that. I have to thank all the spon-
sors and a special thanks to my
wife Linda.”

Jacob McElfresh grabbed the
lead at the drop of the green flag
from his pole starting position after
Allstar Performance Fast Qualifier
Lane drew a six for the events in-
verted start. The top 10 cars were
all fighting hard for positions at the
drop of the green flag. McElfresh
continued to lead with two time se-
ries Champion Jason Atkinson
making his way to second.  

Lane quickly started his march
to the front. Lane had a good battle
with Atkinson for position, before
making the pass for second place.
Lane went to work on McElfresh
and made the pass on lap 20 to
take the lead. From there Lane
went unchallenged to win by almost
two seconds. The win makes Lane
the series all-time winningest driver
with 14 victories to date, breaking
a tie with Atkinson and Josh Poore.
Lane picked up the AR Bodies Cool
Move of the Race Award for his
pass of McElfresh.

McElfresh finished in second,
highest of the series Chase of the
Championship drivers. J.J. Schafer
made some great moves at the end
of the race to get a third-place finish
and picked up the KRJ Race Prod-
ucts Sweet Move of the Race
Award. Atkinson finished in fourth

with 2016 series Champion Phil
Jenkins in fifth place. Thomas
Skiles and Josh Sage picked up
the series heat race wins on Sun-
day night.

The next race for the Van Hoy
Oil CRA Street Stocks is with the
Fall Brawl event at Lucas Oil Race-
way on Sunday, September 15th,
the second event of the 2019
Chase for the Championship for the
series.

Hutson Gets World
Stock Car Festival
CRA Late Model

Sportsman Victory at
Winchester

SALEM, IN - 2007 Voreʼs Weld-
ing CRA Late Model Sportsman
Powered by JEGS Champion Billy
Hutson had a miserable last four
weeks, with having to make major
repairs on his car after an incident
while racing in a Late Model
Sportsman event at Angola Motor
Speedway and again a week later
after heavy contact with the wall at
the August 17th series event at An-
derson Speedway, but he turned
things around in a big way getting
the win in Mondayʼs  Voreʼs Weld-
ing CRA Late Model Sportsman
event on the famous High Banks of
Winchester Speedway in the World
Stock Car Festival.

“What a great weekend,” re-
marked Hutson in victory lane.
“Weʼve over come so much adver-
sity the last four weeks. Having to
rebuild this car twice, I canʼt say
enough about my crew and all the
other people that pitched in to help
us get the car back together after
our bad luck at Angola and at An-
derson. The car was good when we
unloaded and stayed that way all
weekend. This is a big win for us, it
locks us in to race for the Champi-
onship and to set the track record
in qualifying, that was pretty awe-
some!”

Hutson set the new track record
in Allstar Performance qualifying on
Sunday, being one of the last to
qualify. The previous record held by
last years event winner Eddie Van
Meter was first broken by Austin
Coe with a lap of 16.678, that only
lasted a few minutes before Terry
Fisher Jr. put down a lap of 16.549
to beat Coe. Hutson then hit the
track and ran a 16.356 to set the
new record and pick up a $100
cash bonus from Van Hoy Oil for
establishing the new record. 

Series regular season points
Champion Corey Setser grabbed
the early lead from his outside front 

(Continued Next Page)

CR
A R

ac
ing

Nasse Gets ARCA/CRA
Super Series World Stock

Car Festival Win on
Famous High Banks of
Winchester Speedway



HIGH POINT, NC -
The Bobby Labonte
Foundation, founded
by NASCAR Cham-
pion and Hall of Fame
race car driver and
High Point business-
man Bobby Labonte,
is continuing its tradi-
tion of giving to chil-

dren in need. The organization
teamed up with local law enforce-
ment, the Guilford County
Guardian ad Litem program, and
the Guilford County Department of
Health and Human Services Friday
evening to build and give away 50
kids' bikes, provided by Colavita, to
children in the Guilford County
Guardian ad Litem program.

A bike build and surprise give-
away has been an annual tradition,
which kicks off the activities sur-
rounding the Bobby Labonte Foun-
dation Charity Bike Ride. This year,
the bike build and giveaway had a
deeper meaning, as it honored the
late Guilford County Chief District
Court Judge Thomas "Tom" Jarrell,
a dedicated member of the High

Point community, a longtime sup-
porter of the Bobby Labonte Foun-
dation, and a close friend of the
Labonte family.

"Tom Jarrell's commitment to our
community was an inspiration, and
we are honored to be able to dedi-
cate this bike build and giveaway to
his memory," said Labonte. "We
couldn't have done it without our
volunteers, who so graciously gave
their time to help us out, and
Colavita, who supports this initia-
tive every year. Watching these
childrens' reactions when we sur-
prised them with the bikes was
such an incredible moment."

Volunteers from the Guilford
County Sheriff's Office, the Guilford
County Department of Health and
Human Services, the Guilford
County Guardian ad Litem pro-
gram, the Guilford County District
Court Judges Office and Staff and
the Guilford County Courthouse
came together to help build the
bikes at the First Baptist Church in
High Point, N.C. The children were
surprised with the bikes after get-
ting a bike safety lesson and hel-

mets from Labonte and his wife
Kristin, a three-time U.S. National
Champion cyclist.

"It was truly an honor to be a
part of this event, honoring the
legacy of our friend, the Honorable

Tom Jarrell," said Sgt. Kevin Wal-
lace of the Guilford County Sheriff's
Office. "I know he would've been
proud to see this group coming to-
gether on this project for the chil-
dren of Guilford County."

Continued…

row starting position
after Hutson drew a
five for the inverted
start. Setserʼs lead
only lasted two laps
before Fisher Jr. went
by to take the lead on
lap three while Hutson
was making his way to
second and was soon
on Fisherʼs back
bumper.

Hutson worked
the inside for several
laps before finally get-
ting around Fisher Jr.
on lap 31 to take the

lead. Fisher Jr. would drop out on
lap 33 with tire issues. Coe and
Setser were battling with former
two time series Champion KC
Spillers who put on a late run,
passing both to move into second
place and was making a charge to
the front, but ran out of laps with
Hutson getting the win over Spillers
by a little over a half second.

For his pass of Fisher Jr., Hut-
son picked up the KRJ Race Prod-

ucts Sweet Move of the Race
Award. With the win Hutson joins
Setser as two of the four Chase for
the Championship drivers that will
compete for the series Champi-
onship on Winchester 400 Week-
end. The final two positions will be
determined over the series next
two Chase events.

Spillers came from his eighth
place starting position to finish in
second and earned the Spillers
Towing Hardcharger Award and the
AR Bodies Cool Move of the Race
Award. Coe finished in third place.
Setser would finish in fourth. J.P.
Crabtree came from his ninth place
starting position to finish in fifth
place.

Spillers and Crabtree won the
ten lap heat races on Sunday
evening

The next Voreʼs Welding CRA
Late Model Sportsman event will
be the second Chase for the
Championship event at the Fall
Brawl at Lucas Oil Raceway on
Sunday, September 15th.

For more information on all the
CRA series go to www.cra-rac-
ing.com.
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CHICO, CA -
Daryn Pittmanʼs hope
of winning a second
Gold Cup at Silver
Dollar Speedway Sat-
urday night mani-
fested into reality
every 12 seconds.

Even with Friday
nightʼs winner Brad
Sweet breathing down
his neck, the Okla-
homa driver continued

to be the first car across the
start/finish line every lap.

However, with two laps to go,
that manifestation was put on halt.
A caution came out, putting Sweet
on his bumper. Flashbacks of a
previous Gold up loss projected in
his head.

“I was having flashbacks of, I
donʼt know, [2014] or something
and we led the whole race,”
Pittman said. “It laid rubber on the
bottom of (turns) one and two and I
found that. It didnʼt lay rubber in
(turns) three and four until the last
couple of laps and Johnathon Al-
lard snuck by me coming to the
checkered. That one still stings.”

Uninterested in repeating that
pain, Pittman closed the deal this
time. Leading every lap, he won his
second Gold Cup and fourth World
of Outlaws NOS Energy Drink
Sprint Car Series victory of the
year.

“Hats off to this whole Roth Mo-
torsports team to get a win here in
California, the Gold Cup, the
biggest race in California,” Pittman
said about giving his California-
based team a home state win. “To
win it for Dennis and Teresa (Roth)
is just awesome.”

While Pittman led every lap of
the 40-lap Feature, his path to vic-
tory was not immediately paved
with gold.

After a 17th-place finish Friday
night, Pittman and his Roth Motor-
sports crew needed a new ap-
proach. And a little bit of luck.

They showed speed at the start
of the night by Qualifying fourth.
That placed Pittman on the outside
pole for his Drydene Heat race
where he took the lead from Sweet
at the start and went on to win.

Then luck helped out. He drew
the pole of the DIRTVision Fast
Pass Dash, and went on to win
that, too.

He pulled away to about a
straightaway lead in the first six

laps of the Feature, with David
Gravel in second and Sweet fight-
ing his way past Brent Marks for
third. Pittman found himself in lap
traffic by that point, too, until a cau-
tion on Lap 10 for Kraig Kinser
going off track in turn four.

On the restart, Gravel stayed
close to Pittman and launched in
front of him for the lead in turn one.
However, before the field could
complete another lap, the yellow
lights around the speedway turned
back on for Ian Madsen in the turn
four wall. The lap was not com-
pleted and Pittman remained the
leader.

Sweet, looking for his first Gold
Cup victory in his home state, had
fallen back to fourth-place. How-
ever, on a restart with 26 laps to go,
after a red flag for Jacob Allen flip-
ping, Sweet powered his way by
Marks for third down the front
stretch and then rode the high side
to take second away from Gravel
before completing the lap.

While the “Big Cat” tried to track
Pittman down, Gravel, Marks,
Logan Schuchart and Tim Kaeding
traded slide jobs and crossover
maneuvers for countless laps, ar-
guing over who would be third.
Schuchart silenced the argument
by taking third with six laps to go
and the leaders in his sight.

“I love working out, I love being
in shape for this deal and Iʼve tried
doing that in the past and some-
times I donʼt feel like it makes a dif-
ference, but tonight it did,”
Schuchart said. “The guys in front
were starting to slow down a little
bit and I was able to still race it hard
and jump across the spots I
needed to and make a lot of ground
up.”

Pittman found himself caught in
heavy lap traffic, unable to always
make a quick pass. Sweet and
Schuchart fed off that, inching
closer to the Roth Enterprises No.
83 car. Sweet even got close
enough in the closing laps to dive
underneath Pittman – slowed by
lap cars – and take the lead.

Pushing the handling of his car
to its limits, Pittman charged back
around Sweet for the led the next
corner, never allowing the Kasey
Kahne Racing driver to officially
lead a lap.

Then with a late caution, he had
to hold on to that mentality for two
more laps. He was not going to
allow a repeat of 2014ʼs race. Mas-

tering his restarts all night, Pittman
put about a three-car length lead
on Sweet into the first corner and
kept it that way to the finish. The
hope of winning was now a reality.

“My thought process was run as
hard as you can on the top, be-
cause thatʼs what I thought it was
going to take to win,” Pittman said.
“I feel like at the green-white-
checkered I went has hard as I had.
The hard part about that is when
you run hard against that tricky of a
cushion, youʼre putting yourself at
risk to make a mistake and take
yourself out. But I was more OK
with trying too hard and losing than
going too slow and trying to be
safe.”

Sweetʼs thought process was
“attack, attack, attack,” he said.
However, Pittman was just too
strong.

“He had a good enough of a
lead there, no matter how good, he
wouldʼve had to mess up,” Sweet
said. “He drove a great last two
laps. We gave it all we had with the
NAPA Auto Parts car. I was trying
to move around and got my wing
back a little too far I think at one
point and got myself tight. I was a
great race. We gave it all we had.”

While Sweet missed out on win-
ning another Gold Cup, his runner-
up finish was his third podium finish
in-a-row. In those three races he's
also cut 10-time Series champion
Donny Schatzʼs points lead over
him down from 36 points to six.

Schatz was on track to poten-
tially lose the points lead after tak-
ing the final transfer spot in the Last
Chance Showdown to start last in
the Feature. He came close to get-
ting lapped in the first half of the
race, but was able to fight his way
to an eighth-place finish in the final
half – earning him the Hard
Charger award for the race.

For Pittman, he earned himself

his 85th career World of Outlaws
victory, moving him past his hero,
Stevie Smith, to be the ninth win-
ningest driver on the all-time Series
wins list. He also earned himself
$15,000 and another glistening
golden cup trophy – his first Gold
Cup was earned 13 years ago.

“Thereʼs not many drivers that
can say they were here 13 years
ago,” Pittman said with a smile.
“Part of that dates me. It makes me
feel old. But I feel like Iʼve got a lot
of good years left in me. Iʼm having
a lot of fun, especially when you get
good cars like this to drive.”

UP NEXT: The World of Outlaws
NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car Se-
ries on Wednesday, Sept. 11, will
be at Placerville Speedway in Plac-
erville. Calif. for the 49er Gold Rush
Classic presented by Riebes NAPA
Auto Parts.

As always, if you canʼt make it to
the race, you can catch all of the
action LIVE on DIRTVision.com.

Brad Sweet Gets
Second Silver Dollar

Speedway Victory
CHICO, CA - The clamor of 24

Sprint Cars in a gladiatorial battle
at Silver Dollar Speedway faded
into the calm Northern California
night. Several minutes later a new
clamor slowly elevated outside the
quarter-mile track.

“Brad Sweet. Brad Sweet. Brad
Sweet! Brad Sweet! Brad Sweet!”
Fans chanted the California-na-
tiveʼs name like a posse honoring a
warriorʼs victory.

Sweet out dueled fellow Califor-
nians, Tim Kaeding and Shane
Golobic, to claim his second Silver
Dollar Speedway win Friday night,
and 14th World of Outlaws NOS
Energy Drink Sprint Car Series win
of the year – 48th career win

(Continued Next Page)
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Daryn Pittman Wins Second
Gold Cup with Dominating

Performance

Daryn Pittman celebrates his second Gold Cup win in victory lane
at Silver Dollaar Speedway. (DB3Inc.com photo)
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overall.
“Weʼre happy

tonight,” said Sweet,
of Grass Valley, Calif.
“Tough racing out
there. Itʼs treacherous.
You never know which
way the car is going to
bounce or if youʼre
going to make a good
corner or a bad corner.
I just tried to stay up
on the wheel. We
pushed hard all night.”

His opening night
had a sour start quali-
fying 14th of 30 cars.

He rebounded in his Drydene Heat
race by charging from fifth-place to
second. That put Sweet in the
DIRTVision Fast Pass Dash where
he finished fourth.

The last three races at Silver
Dollar Speedway had been won by
a California native. The preamble
to the Feature suggested that
streak would see forth. Kaeding, of
San Jose, and Golobic, of Fremont,
occupied the front row for the Fea-
ture. Both won their Heat race.
Golobic drew the pole for the Dash
and ended up second to Kaeding.

In last year's two Gold Cup
races at the speedway, Kaeding
finished second both nights – once
to Sweet. He wanted one spot bet-
ter this year.

On the initial start, Kaeding
jumped to the lead but Golobic was
able to find grip on the bottom and
keep pace with Kaeding running
the preferred line on the high side.
Sweet powered around Donny
Schatz for third and begin his trek
to the front.

To get to Kaeding, Sweet had to
go through Golobic first. And the
young Californian forced Sweet to
exert all of his talent to do so.

After restarting the race for a
caution on Lap two, Sweet snuck
underneath Golobic and passed
him for second down the back-
stretch. Sweet cleared the NOS
Energy Drink No. 17w car off turn
four. With Golobic gaining momen-
tum around the high side, Sweet
also tried to block Golobicʼs run off
the corner but failed. Golobic
turned underneath the NAPA Auto
Parts No. 49 and charged back to
second-place around the bottom of
turns one and two.

Four laps later, with 23 laps still
to go, Kaeding began to pull away
and Sweet took another charge at
Golobic. The Kasey Kahne Racing
driver charged around the outside
of Golobic in turns one and two.
However, Golobic, continuing to

use the bottom to his advantage,
powered his way back in front of
Sweet off turn four. Sweet at-
tempted to dive underneath him
into turn one, but Golobic closed
the door.

He hadnʼt won, yet. Two laps
later Sweet put together another
run to charge to the outside of
Golobic. The duo raced side by
side, Sweet high and Golobic low,
for two laps. With 18 laps to go
Sweet was able to prevail, holding
onto second with a firm grasp.

Kaeding had about a straight-
away lead, but lap traffic was com-
ing into play.

Sweet worked his way to Kaed-
ing by the halfway point of the race.
He got to the outside of the R&B
Company No. 7s and drag raced
him down the front stretch. Kaeding
out powered Sweet into turns one
and two, but slid his right rear off
track down the back stretch, allow-
ing Sweet to dart underneath him
and officially take the lead on Lap
17.

“I stepped on my ʻyou know
whatʼ one little bit coming off of
two,” Kaeding said. “Just gave Brad
that opportunity to get by us.”

Sweet said he had to be aggres-
sive on Kaeding to take the lead.

“Itʼs Tim Kaeding at Chico, heʼs
never going to be easy,” Sweet
said. “I watched him my whole
childhood dominate this place.”

Kaeding was then subjected to
the same war with Golobic that
Sweet had to battle through. The
two Californiaʼs battled hard, swap-
ping second-place several times.
Justin Sanders, of Watsonville,
Calif., even joined in on the battle
for a few laps. However, Kaeding
and Golobic were able to best
Sanders in the closing laps and
duel for second amongst them-
selves.

Before Sweet could run away
with his second win in-a-row – hav-
ing won Wednesdayʼs race at
Willamette Speedway – a caution
with eight laps to go gave Kaeding
and Golobic their final shot at tak-
ing down the “Big Cat.”

When the race restarted, Sweet
wiped away any hope they had of
doing so. He pulled away with the
lead, leaving Kaeding and Golobic
to make their last few swings at
each other for second. Kaeding
won that battle, while Golobic main-
tained a podium finish in third.

“I had a really good battle with
Brad toward the middle of the race
and there at the end me and TK
(Kaeding) were going at,” Golobic
said. “There were two different
lines. I felt like I could run the top or
bottom, make speed. I just really
enjoyed racing with those guys.
Weʼre kind of hanging our head a
little bit about a third-place run, but
in the big picture racing with these
guys and finishing top-three is
nothing to hang our head about.”

While Kaeding had to settle for
second for the third time in-a-row,
during the Gold Cup Race of
Champions event at the speedway,
he still left with a smile.

“This R and B Company 7s,
Jason Sides Motorsports, this thing
hauls ass,” Kaeding said. “Hope-
fully we can move up one more
spot tomorrow night.”

For the second race in-a-row,
Sweet left with the biggest smile,
the trophy and $8,000 check. He
and his team are building momen-
tum again and chipping away at
Schatzʼs championship points lead.
In the past two races, Sweet has
cut the reigning championʼs lead in
half – now 18 points behind the 10-
time Series champion.

His focus is on Saturday night at
Silver Dollar Speedway, though,

where fans clamoring his name
would mark a victory heʼs been in
search of for a long time.

“Now weʼve got to get the damn
Gold Cup,” Sweet said. “I havenʼt
been able to get Saturday night. I
grew up at this place. I donʼt think
Iʼve missed one Gold Cup my
whole life. Itʼs a great event.”

Brad Sweet Slides to
Thrilling Victory at

Willamette Speedway
LEBANON, OR - Brad Sweet

saw the collapse of a fruitful per-
formance in less than a second
during Wednesday nightʼs World of
Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint
Car Series Feature at Willamette
Speedway.

With lap cars slowing the Grass
Valley, Calif.-nativeʼs progress,
David Gravel threw a slide job un-
derneath them all into turn one and
exited the corner with the lead. 
After leading 25 of the 30 laps,
Sweet was forced to watch defeat
drive away from him.

He wasn't willing to settle for
second, though. Not now. Not this
late in the season.

The next time into turn one
Sweet wasnʼt forgiving with the
throttle. Or his car. He dove to the
bottom of the corner and slid the
NAPA Auto Parts No. 49 car up
across the track, directly in front of
Gravel, nearly making contact with
the Jason Johnson Racing No. 41
car.

But it was the winning move.
Sweet led to the end, picking up his
first Willamette Speedway victory
and 13th World of Outlaws win of
the year – 47th career victory over-
all.

“Iʼm just glad I led the last one,”
Sweet said. “I about gave it away in
lap traffic. Itʼs nice to get this NAPA
Auto Parts car back in Victory
Lane. Weʼve had a great season.
When you have a great season and
you go on a little winless streak it
kind of feels like the world is end-
ing.”

The winless streak was eight
races – about a monthʼs time.
Many drivers are on longer winless
droughts, but in those eight races
Sweet lost the points lead to 10-
time Series champion Donny
Schatz and struggled to find the
podium at times – an uncommon
characteristic for he and his Kasey
Kahne Racing team.

The pairing looked back in tradi-
tional form at the Oregon track.
Sweet started the night by setting
Quick Time – five hundredths of a
second off the track record he set 

(Continued Next Page)
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Brad Sweet was victorious at Silver Dollar Speedway on Friday
night. Sweet also won the night before at Willamette 
Speedway. (Devin Mayo photo)
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in 2016. He then fin-
ished second in his
Drydene Heat race
and won the DIRTVi-
sion Fast Pass Dash.

Sweet jolted to the
lead at the start of the
30-lap Feature, but
Gravel never let the
“Big Cat” out of his
sight. The Watertown,
Conn.-native stayed
within a second to half
of a second gap be-
hind Sweet throughout
the race.

Lap traffic came
into play on Lap seven, but every
time a slower car would obstruct
Sweetʼs run around the high side of
the track – allowing Gravel to close
on him – Gravel would also face
the same issue once having to deal
with the lap car himself.

However, with five laps to go,
Sweet found himself stuck behind
the slower cars of Brent Marks and
Jessie Attard going into turn one.
The two cars blocked the top lane,
forcing Sweet to hammer the
brakes and kill his momentum into
the turn. That allowed Gravel to
dive into the turn and exit off the
bottom with the lead.

“I miss judged how slow that
fifty-three (car) was going,” Sweet
said. “Brent got kind of tangled up
with him and I basically had to stop.
I was stopped up by the cushion
and I knew I was in a bad spot. It
wasnʼt surprising to see David go
by there.”

With the hunger and determina-
tion to win again, Sweet said
Gravel left the door open the next
time around and he threw the
power slider at him to take back the
lead. Gravel tried to throw another
slide job at Sweet with three laps to
go but couldnʼt slide up in front of
the No. 49 car in time. Sweet went
on to claim the victory.

Looking back on the race,
Gravel has an idea of what he
could have done differently.

“Maybe just throw a bomb on
him like he gave me back there,”
Gravel said. “Itʼs just one of those
things that youʼve got to put moves
on guys to win these races. I was
just a little nice. He put a big boy
move on me and I shouldʼve done
the same back.”

While Gravel and Sweet dueled
for the lead, Ian Madsen found his
way back to a podium finish – fin-
ishing third – and picked up the
KSE Hard Charger award by racing
from his sixth-place starting posi-
tion.

“Itʼs been quite frustrating as of
late because weʼve had a lot of car
speed, just not luck on our side,”
Madsen said. “Just to get on the
podium is awesome, especially
starting a couple of rows back like
we did.”

Schatz finished fourth, allowing
Sweet to gain eight points on the
reigning champion and continue to
keep the battle for the champi-
onship tight – now 28 points sepa-
rating them with 21 races to go this
season.

The win couldnʼt have come at a
better time for Sweet, too, with the
Series spending the next five races
in his home state of California.

“Itʼs a good win for us,” Sweet
said. “We needed a little confi-
dence booster. These races arenʼt
easy to win. Even though some-
times theyʼre easier than others.
Tonight was no easy task, even
though we started on the pole. The
track wasn't super conducive to
passing. But it all comes down to
lap traffic and I think years of expe-
rience has helped me figure out
how to finish these things off.”

Daryn Pittman Wins
Labor Day Race at

Grays Harbor
ELMA, WA - Daryn Pittman has

matched his childhood hero.
With a dominating performance

Monday night at Grays Harbor
Raceway, Pittman earned his 84th
career World of Outlaws NOS En-
ergy Drink Sprint Car Series victory
– tying his idol Stevie Smith on the
all-time wins list.

“Thatʼs pretty cool,” Pittman
said. “Thatʼll take a little while to
sink in.”

Smith had two wins at Grays
Harbor. Pittmanʼs victory was his
first at the raceway, and his third
win of the 2019 season with Roth
Motorsports.

It took seven months – since his
83rd win in February – and 30 gru-
eling laps around 3/8-mile raceway
to get win number 84.

He put himself in position to get
the victory by first winning his Dry-
dene Heat race and then finishing
second in the DIRTVision Fast
Pass Dash behind fellow Okla-
homa driver Shane Stewart. Like
Pittman, Stewart was eager for an-
other win – having not won since
June.

Their desperation to hold the
checkered flag again manifested in
the first three laps. They drag raced
past the soaring green flag; their
bumpers aligned. Sailing into turn
one, Stewart went low, Pittman
high. The Killer Instinct Crossbows

No. 5 car edged Pittman by half a
car into the corner and on exit.

Carrying more momentum off
turn two, Pittman crept his way
alongside Stewart down the back-
stretch. Before entering turn three
the two almost made contact forc-
ing Pittman to halt his run. The lead
was now in Stewart's control.

Pittman had let too many victo-
ries slip through his fingers. He
wasnʼt going to let another oppor-
tunity drive away. He powered back
to the outside of Stewart in turn one
and kept alongside him down the
backstretch.

Knowing Pittman was there,
Stewart launched his car to the bot-
tom of the track in turn three.
Pittman stayed high, allowing him-
self to build momentum around the
top and dive underneath Stewart
on the exit of the turn. They again
drag raced side by side down the
front stretch. When turn one ap-
proached, Pittman stayed in the
throttle, darting past Stewart for the
lead on Lap 3.

The Roth Enterprises No. 83 car
then began to pull away. How-
ever, a few laps later Pittman slid
out of the racing groove into loose
dirt in turn two, sending his car
sideways. Dancing with the throttle
and steering wheel, he worked his
way out of the mistake. But Stew-
art was now back within striking
distance.

On Lap 11 Stewart was side by
side with Pittman due to a caution
for a slowing Jason Sides. When
the race restarted, Pittman acceler-
ated back in front of the field. Stew-
art was no longer behind him,
though. An aggressive Carson
Macedo snuck his way by Jacob
Allen and Stewart on the restart to
move into second.

The rookie wasn't able to keep
pace with the determined veteran.
Pittman pulled away to a comfort-
able lead. On Lap 19 he was again
forced to give it up. Stewart came
to a stop in turn four due to power
steering issues and brought out the
caution.

On the restart, Macedo gave
Pittman a scare. The California-na-
tive stayed with him down the front
stretch and held onto his bumper
down the backstretch before diving
underneath the No. 83 car into turn
three.

The high side continued to favor
Pittman, though. He used the avail-
able grip to launch ahead of
Macedo and maintain his throne as
the leader.

“I gave away a chance at win-
ning forty grand at Jackson (Motor-
plex) by choosing the outside, and
trust me thatʼs haunted me for a

while and the next race Iʼm going to
lose by choosing the inside, and I
told myself that,” Pittman said.
“Won the first restart against Shane
and never saw him and Carson
scared the crap out of me there on
the last one.”

With Pittman pulling away to
more than a second lead, Macedo
had to turn his attention to fending
off 10-time Series champion Donny
Schatz. The reigning champion
worked his way around Macedo for
second on Lap 23, but the Kyle Lar-
son Racing driver was ready for a
brawl to the finish.

Macedo powered through the
ruts in the track to keep pace with
Schatz and capitalized on the North
Dakota driverʼs slip up with three
laps to go to move back into sec-
ond. With an 11th championship on
the line and the season quickly
coming to an end, Schatz is not
willing to give up points. He stalked
Macedo in the closing laps and
snuck his way by him on the final
lap to finish in the runner-up spot
for the second night in-a-row.

Macedo admitted he made a
mistake by staying up high in the
closing laps, allowing Schatz to get
back by him. However, he is happy
with a podium finish in his first ap-
pearance at Grays Harbor Race-
way.

Mistakes have haunted Pittman
since February when he lost the
lead on the final lap at The Dirt
Track at Las Vegas. After winning
the two season opening races at
Volusia Speedway Park, he ex-
pected more wins to follow soon
after. Many strong runs did, includ-
ing his first podium finish at the
Knoxville Nationals. But no wins.

That changed in August. The
weight of not winning was first lifted
off his shoulders when he won a
non-World of Outlaws $20,000-to-
win race at Southern Iowa Speed-
way. He carried that momentum
throughout the month and into Sep-
tember to finally get his 84th career
World of Outlaws win.

“Winning the front row challenge
(in Iowa) was big for us as a team,
just that we could win and it paid
good,” Pittman said. “Then to back
it up here pretty shortly with an Out-
law win. I feel like weʼve been a
top-five, top-three car every night
since we left Knoxville. I think mo-
mentum is on our side and I donʼt
think weʼre the best team by any
means on the road right now, but I
think weʼre a top three-four con-
tender and if we can do that hope-
fully wins will follow.”

His next win will mark another
crowning achievement. Surpassing
his childhood hero's record.
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MILTON, FL - The
Southern All Star Dirt
Racing Series pre-
sented by MaxFab
made a second trip
this year to Tom & Kin
Lowryʼs Southern
Raceway in Milton, Fl.,
and a local standout in
crate racing showed
out as Joseph Joiner
of Milton, FL., took the
wins both nights in the

31st Anniversary Weekend at
Southern Raceway that were worth
$3,000 and $6,000 respectively.

Joiner set fast time in SUNOCO
Race Fuels/Knowles Race Parts
qualifying on Saturday night and
then took the lead at the drop of the
green for the 30 lapper and never
looked back as he cruised too that
win.

The battle Saturday night was
between points leader David
Breazeale and Billy Franklin as
those two battled side by side the
entire race for the second spot with
Franklin coming on top with his
best finish of the year, Breazeale
came in third, Casey Roberts fourth
and Austin Arnold fifth.

Finishing in sixth was Zach
Leonhardi, seventh to Cody Smith,
eighth to Mark Dodson, ninth
Steven Jernigan and then to James
Gilmore.

In Sunday night action Joiner
once again set quick time and in
the 50 lap event he was in control
from the start as he led the entire
50 laps even building a half lap
lead over the rest of the field at cer-
tain points.  Joiner had only one
caution late in the race to let the
field get close for the restart but he
pulled away at the end to get the
win and also his first two career
Southern All Star Dirt Racing Se-
ries wins over the weekend.

Billy Franklin of Alabaster, AL.,
had his best career finished with
the series this year so far as was
second Sunday night matching his
effort from Saturday night.  Third
place was Casey Roberts of Toc-
coa, GA., fourth to Zach Leonhardi
of Cartersville, GA., and fifth to
Austin Arnold of Kosciusko, MS.

Finishing in the sixth spot was
Cody Smith, seventh to Steve
Jernigan, eighth to Bo Slay, ninth
James Gilmore and tenth to J C
Wilson.

WEEKEND RACE TIDBITS:
Joseph Joiner was in a new Capital
race car that they had just got
ready Tuesday and this was its first
weekend and racing and looked
impressive.

Points leader David Breazeal
suffer rear end problem on the first
lap of the Sunday night feature and
was credited with a 15th place fin-
ish.

Zach Leonhard had damage
after the Saturday race but with the
help of Billy Franklin and Joseph
Joiner he was back ready to run as
he set fast time for his group on
Sunday night and got to start on
pole indie of Joiner.

Casey Roberts who has won

several Southern All Stars races at
Southern seemed to never get his
car where he needed to be but still
managed top five finishes each
night.

First time starts with the series
this year Steve Jernigan, James
Gilmore, Tim Anderson, Shay
Miller, Bo Slay, Kyle Bryant, Micah
McCall, and Tucker Byrd.

This weekendʼs events that were
scheduled for Oglethorpe Speed-
way and Screven Motorsports
Complex have been cancelled due
to hurricane Dorian.

Next race will be September
21st at the I-75 Raceway in Sweet-
water, TN., a 40 lap $4,000 to win
event.
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Southern Raceway

ROSSBURG, OH
- Fans have been
watching the World of
Outlaws Morton Build-
ings Late Model Se-
ries in person and on
DIRTVision in 2019 as
points leader Brandon
Sheppard is having an
historic season with
Ricky Weiss attempt-
ing to become the
highest finishing

rookie of all-time, but with one eye
on the championship the other is
starting to glance toward the 2020
campaign.

BATTLE AT THE BORDER: The
2020 World of Outlaws Late Model
Series schedule will kick off with
the inaugural “Battle at the Border”
at the newly constructed, state-of-
the-art Vado Speedway Park in
Vado, NM, on Jan. 2-5.

More than $130,000 will be on
the line during the four-night event,
opening with a full practice session

Thursday, Jan. 2 for teams to
shake down their new equipment.
Three separate points races will fol-
low, including two $5,000-to-win
Features, culminating with the
$15,000-to-win, 50-lap main event
on Sunday, Jan. 5.

49th ANNUAL DIRTcar NATION-
ALS: Volusia Speedway Parkʼs
longest-running racing extrava-
ganza is back again for its 49th
consecutive year. The World of
Outlaws Late Models will join the
World of Outlaws Sprint Cars,
Super DIRTcar Series, DIRTcar
UMP Modifieds and Late Models
and All-Star Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil-1 for a two-
week stretch of racing, Feb. 4-15.

The Morton Buildings Late Mod-
els will hit the track on Wednesday,
Feb. 12, and continue through Sat-
urday, Feb 15, for four 50-lap,
$10,000-to-win races, run in con-
junction with the three races at
Vado Speedway Park to create a
best-three-of-seven series at the

yearʼs first two events.
13th ANNUAL ILLINI 100 pre-

sented by DOUGLAS DODGE: Of-
fering up another special event
format for the Outlaws to tackle,
Farmer City Raceway will host an-
other 25-lap, $6,000-to-win Morton
Buildings Feature on April 3 before
the 75-lap, $12,000-to-win finale on
Saturday, April 4.

14th ANNUAL FIRECRACKER
100: Pennsylvaniaʼs richest Dirt
Late Model race returns to the
Lernerville Speedway in 2020,
where “The Most Powerful Late
Models on the Planet” will come
into town on June 25-27 for a three-
night racing party.

31st ANNUAL PRAIRIE DIRT
CLASSIC presented by BANK OF
PONTIAC: It will definitely be hard
to top this yearʼs edition of the most
prestigious Dirt Late Model race in
Illinois, but offering up a $50,000
winnerʼs share is certainly a great
start. #PDC2020 hits the track for a
two-day weekend on July 31-Aug.
1 at Americaʼs Dirt Track, Fairbury
Speedway. 

33rd ANNUAL USA NATION-
ALS: Now sharing the honor of
being the highest-paying World of
Outlaws race on the schedule,

Cedar Lake Speedwayʼs 100-lap,
$50,000-to-win USA Nationals
weekend will take place the week-
end after Fairburyʼs Prairie Dirt
Classic, August 6-8.

Standing as one of the more in-
teresting race formats the Outlaws
will see all season, the event will
consist of a 50-lap, $10,000-to-win
Feature on Thursday night, fol-
lowed by Saturdayʼs qualifying
events and the FANSFund dash on
Friday night. Last Chance Show-
downs and the 100-lap finale will
headline Saturdayʼs action.

CAN-AM WORLD OF OUT-
LAWS WORLD FINALS: Weʼre
only a few weeks away from this
yearʼs Can-Am World Finals Nov.
7-8-9 at The Dirt Track at Charlotte
Motor Speedway, but fans can al-
ready put the 2020 dates in their
calendar as the seasonʼs champi-
onship weekend for the World of
Outlaws Late Models, World of
Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint
Cars and Super DIRTcar Series will
be Nov. 5-6-7, 2020.

For information and links to tick-
ets for all of these events, make
sure to routinely visit WorldofOut-
laws.com, and follow on Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.

Joseph Joiner swept Southern All Star action at Southern Race-
way. (SAS photo)
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INDIANAPOLIS,
IN - Teen phenom Zeb
Wise held off hard-
charging runs from
NASCAR stars and
his Clauson-Marshall
Racing teammates for
a storybook win in the
second annual
Dr iven2SaveLives
BC39 Powered by
NOS Energy Drink on
Sept. 5 at The Dirt

Track at IMS.
Wise, 16, prevailed after a

thrilling four-lap shootout with two
of his Clauson-Marshall Racing
teammates, Tyler Courtney and
Chris Windom. Courtney finished
second and Windom third.

Angola, Indiana, native Wise
earned $15,000 for his third USAC
National Midget victory of the sea-
son in the No. 39BC sponsored by
the race's title sponsor,
Driven2SaveLives, and co-owned
by Tim Clauson, the father of race
namesake Bryan Clauson.

The race name, distance and
Wise's number are in honor of
USAC champion and Indianapolis
500 veteran Bryan Clauson, who
died in a racing accident in 2016.
Clauson and his father spotted
Wise's talent during a quarter-
midget race five years ago at the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, and
Tim Clauson asked Wise to join the
team as a development driver just
a few months after Bryan's tragic
death.

"What a cool moment for not
only me and the No. 39BC as
Bryan's last pick, but the Clauson-
Marshall guys finished 1-2-3," Wise
said in Victory Lane.

"It doesn't get much better than
that. It's pretty amazing. It wouldn't
be possible without you amazing
fans.

"We're all one big family back
there at Clauson-Marshall. It just
shows what Bryan can do, with
him, (IMS President) Doug Boles
and Scott Petry setting this whole
race up. Actually, I'm way blown
away to be the winner tonight. I
don't have words. It hasn't sunk in."

Wise didn't sail smoothly to the
win. He started fifth and quickly
jumped to second behind pole-sit-
ter Thomas Meseraull. A caution
with 21 laps to go in the 39-lap fea-
ture bunched the field, and on the
restart, Wise shot to the lead with
uncanny anticipation of the green

flag.
He held the lead through to an-

other caution, but lurking behind
him was Wednesday night's
Stoops Pursuit winner and
NASCAR Cup Series star Kyle Lar-
son, who rallied through the field
after starting 16th. On the restart,
Wise bolted to a five-car length
lead, forcing Larson to chase.

With 12 laps to go, Wise held off
Larson in a sizzling battle for the
lead. Then, the two drivers made
contact in Turn 2. Wise was riding
the cushion of dirt against the out-
side wall and forced Larson to
make the pass on the bottom.
When Larson made the pass, he
slid into Wise's car.

At the same time, another cau-
tion came out, and the battle be-
tween Wise and Larson continued.

This time Larson didn't let Wise
escape on the restart. Larson dove
to the bottom in Turns 3 and 4 to
pass Wise, who was still riding the
high line. As Larson made the
pass, Wise caught the wall. Larson
and Wise made hard contact, cut-
ting Larson's left rear tire and
ended his night and dream of a
sweep of both races this week on
the quarter-mile dirt oval in the IMS
infield.

Wise kept second place behind
2018 BC39 winner Brady Bacon,
but the contact bent Wise's steer-
ing arm, setting him up for a long
remainder of the night as he man-
handled his car.

Bacon held the lead for four laps
under green, but Wise jumped
back into the lead for good with
seven laps remaining.

During all the chaos, NASCAR
Xfinity Series star Christopher Bell
made his way to third and was
charging hard for the lead. But Bell
drove into Turn 3 too hard, hit the
wall and flipped. He was unhurt,
but his race was over.

That set up the thrilling four-lap
shootout for the win between the
Clauson-Marshall Racing drivers,
with Courtney unable to challenge
his teen teammate for the victory.

"The kid is frickin' 16 years old,
and he beat some of the best in the
business," said Courtney, who
started 20th. "Second sucks, but to
sweep the podium with Clauson-
Marshall is pretty incredible."

It's no coincidence that Wise
drives the No. 39BC since Wise
was Bryan Clauson's last protégé.
It all started at Indianapolis.

Tim and Bryan Clauson's saw
Wise competing in the Battle at the
Brickyard USAC quarter-midget
race in 2014. They were impressed
with Wise's driving ability. After the
event, they introduced themselves
to the Wise family. That led to Wise
immersing himself in the Clauson-
Marshall Racing team one summer
during Indiana Sprint Week and
learning under Bryan's wing.

This is Wise's second year driv-
ing the No. 39BC. He picked up his
first career win in July 2018 and
broke Clauson's record as the

youngest-ever USAC National
Midget winner. Wise backed up that
victory a month ago by claiming
two wins during Pennsylvania
Midget Week, including out-dueling
Larson on Aug. 1 at Action Track
USA.

Ricky Stenhouse Jr. was the top
finisher among the NASCAR driv-
ers in the feature, placing seventh.
Larson rebounded to finish ninth
after his team replaced his flat tire
under caution. Bell came home
15th, and Indiana native Chase
Briscoe finished 24th.
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Zeb Wise celebrates his Driven2SaveLives BC39 win in victory
lane at The Dirt Trac at IMS. (IMS photo)

BATAVIA, OH -
Hall-of-Fame pro-
moter, Carl Short re-
cently announced that
the 39th edition of the
Dirt Track World
Championship, set for
October 18th-19th at
Portsmouth Raceway
Park will return to a
Time Trial format for
Super Late Models.

Since 2015, a
double-heat race format, with a
passing-points system, has trans-
ferred drivers into the main event.
This year, Friday night will include
Time Trials and a single set of 15-
lap heat races with a six car invert.
Competitors will earn points based
on Time Trials and
Heat Race finishing
results. The total
points accumulated
by a specific driver
will be added to-
gether to create Sat-
urdayʼs B-Main and
A-Main lineups.

Saturdayʼs on-
track action for the
Lucas Oil Late Model

Dirt Series will include B-Mains, fol-
lowed by a non-qualifier race,
where the winner has the choice of
keeping their $3,000 winnings, or
forfeiting their earnings to start tail
of the main event. The 100-lap Dirt
Track World Championship finale
will cap off the weekend.

Advanced tickets to this mar-
quee event are on sale now. To
purchase tickets or for more infor-
mation, visit: www.thedtwc.com or
call (740) 858-4972.

For the latest breaking news
concerning the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series, including the lat-
est series standings, 2019 tour
schedule, driver information, and
more visit the official website at:
www.lucasdirt.com.
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QUEEN CREEK,
AZ - For the second
time in 2019, R.J.
Johnson rolled into
Victory Lane with the
San Tan Ford ASCS
Desert Non-Wing
Sprint Cars.

His first trip of the
season with the series
at Queen Creek's Ari-

zona Speedway, the victory marks
the eighth time the Phoenix, Ariz.
shoe as topped the San Tan Ford
ASCS Desert Non-Wing Sprint
Cars; bringing his overall to 22 wins
under the ASCS banner.

Coming up from fifth, Johnson
was immediately in pursuit of the
lead with the pass for second on
Lap 2. Chasing Kyle Shipley, the
pair traded the lead on Lap 6 with
Shipley fighting back on Lap 8 to
retake the position. Trading slide
jobs through several restarts, Ship-
ley held off the driver of the No. 34
until Lap 17 when Kyle's night
came to an early close.

Johnson would go on to win by
3.328 seconds over Dennis Gile,
who scrambled through the field
from ninth with Joe Scheopner ad-
vancing from 14th to complete Sat-
urday's podium. Rick Shuman from
11th and Andy Sole from 13th com-
pleted the top five.

Wayne Siddle crossed sixth with
C.J. Bunch in seventh. Kyle Ship-
ley would end up eighth as the first
DNF on the field. Jonas Reynolds
and Ryan Murphy made up the top
ten.

With five rounds of competition
left of the 2019 lineup, the San Tan
Ford ASCS Desert Non-Wing
Sprint Cars return to Arizona
Speedway on September 28.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the nine Regional Tours
that make up ASCS Nation in 2019,
log onto www.ascsracing.com, fol-
low on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Jeremy McCune Earns
ASCS Frontier

Championship as
Mother Nature Claims

Season Finale
BELGRADE, MT - With Mother

Nature throwing a slider on the field
en-route to Gallatin Speedway for
the 2019 Season Finale, the cham-
pionship chase will come to a close
with Jeremy McCune claiming his
first career title with the Brodix
ASCS Frontier Region.

The Montana racer ends the
season with a 69-point margin over
his son, Damon McCune. Show po-
sition goes to Robert DeHaan with
Mindy McCune and Shad Petersen
making up the top five in series
standings.

"This is awesome but bitter-
sweet. We had Jimmy Jones come
up about half-way through the sea-
son and go over our cars and get
us pointed in the right directions
and that made all the difference.

Really would have liked to have
raced our way to the Champi-
onship, especially with my Son
being in second, but for everything
this team has gone through over
the past three years, this is more
than I could have hoped for. Thank
you to everyone who has stuck with
me. It means more than most will
ever know," stated McCune of his
season.

With the 2019 Championship,
Jeremy McCune is the fifth driver to
stop the Brodix ASCS Frontier Re-
gion. Other champions include Phil

Dietz (2013 and 2015), David Hoi-
ness (2017 and 2018), Skylar Gee
(2016), and Joe Ramaker (2014).

Over the course of the season,
Jeremy scored one win, six top
fives, and seven top tens through
10 A-Feature starts.

With the lashing that Mother Na-
ture put on the 2019 lineup of
events, 11 events out of 19 were
contested.

The 2020 season is already in
the works. Updates on the Brodix
ASCS Frontier Region will be
posted as they become available.
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R.J. Johnson celebrates in victory lane after winning at Arizona
Speedway. (Ben Thrasher photo)

Jeremy McCune claimed the ASCS Frontier Championship after
weather  forced the cancellation of the season finale at Gallatin
Speedway. (Soldierboy Productions photo)
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Billy Moyer & Hudson OʼNeal Top Twin 25 Features: 61 year old Billy Moyer (above right) and 19 year old Hudson OʼNeal (above left)
were victorious in Thursdayʼs $10,000-to-win Twin 25 main events. For Moyer, he notched his 840th career victory. OʼNeal visited the El-
dora victory stage for the first time. (Paul Arch photo)

Superman Sails to Third World 100
Victory: Jonathan Davenport
(above) grabbed the lead on lap
62, fell back to third on lap 64, then
regained the lead for good on lap
67 en route to his third World 100
triumph. Rounding out the top five
was Jimmy Owens, Ricky Weiss,
Stormy Scott and Chris Madden.
The 50/50 drawing was for a
record $80,489 winnerʼs share.

Familiar Faces Visit Victory Lane
in Friday Twin 25ʼs: Dennis Erb, Jr
(left) and Jonathan Davenport
were victorious in the Friday night
Twin 25 portion of the 49th Annual
World 100 weekend. Erb held off
Chris Madden, who charged from
14th starting position to finish
second. In the second main event,
Davenport took the lead at the
halfway mark and held off  Darrell
Lanigan and Kyle Bronson.



PORT ROYAL, PA
- Solidifying the
largest payday of his
career, as well as re-
gaining the Ollieʼs Bar-
gain Outlet All Star
Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1
championship points
lead, Clute, Texas-na-
tive Aaron Reutzel

etched his name in Port Royal
Speedway history books on Satur-
day night by scoring the 52nd run-
ning of the prestigious, as well as
historic, Tuscarora 50. Accompa-
nied by a $52,000 payday,
Reutzelʼs victory at the Port Royal
ʻSpeed Palaceʼ was accomplished
in impressive fashion, first outduel-
ing six-time Tuscarora 50 cham-
pion Lance Dewease, all before
holding off a hard-charging An-
thony Macri.

Although Reutzelʼs trip to the
Port Royal Speedway victory lane
stage was a first-ever feat for the
defending All Star champion, the
Texan is certainly no stranger to
Series victory lane, now with 12
wins on the season, as well as 21
during a short, but acclaimed, full-
time All Star career.

Earning the eveningʼs MSD Per-
formance Hard Charger Award in
the process, Dillsburgʼs Anthony
Macri advanced ten positions to fin-
ish second during Tuscarora 50
competition, followed by Lance
Dewease, Danny Dietrich and
Logan Wagner.

“Holy shit. Unbelievable,” an
elated Aaron Reutzel said on the
Port Royal victory lane stage, driver
of the Baughman-Reutzel Motor-
sports/Folkens Brothers Truck-
ing/Fischer Body Shop/Hollywood
Blasting & Coating/No. 87 sprint
car. “Iʼve wanted to win this race so
bad since the first time we came
here. We got lapped by (Lance
Dewease) that night. We were
going to need a perfect race car
that we could just maintain. This is
the hardest thing Iʼve ever done in
my life. This means a lot to me, to
come into Pennsylvania and win
one of the biggest races they have.
I just donʼt know what to say.”

Scheduled to start from the pole
position, Hartford, Ohioʼs Dale
Blaney was forced to surrender his
place at the front of the field due to
engine issues. With Blaneyʼs spot

vacant, fellow front row occupant
Lance Dewease inherited the pole
position for the start of the 50-lap
program.

Utilizing his new starting spot,
Dewease immediately jumped out
to a commanding lead, extending
his advantage to just over two sec-
onds with only three laps checked
off the counter. McFadden slipped
into second just after the opening
green, followed by Alan Krimes and
Aaron Reutzel.

A caution on lap four negated
Deweaseʼs advantage just as
quickly as he earned it. Despite the
momentum shift, the ensuing
restart allowed Dewease to resume
control, now with Aaron Reutzel in
tow, who drove around Alan Krimes
for third on lap three before battling
beyond James McFadden for sec-
ond following the lap four restart.

Not phased by Deweaseʼs pace
after green flag conditions re-
turned, Reutzel did what he could
to hunt down the Fayetteville,
Pennsylvania-native, relying on a
quick, but very narrow cushion
around the outer edge of the
speedway. By lap ten, Reutzel cut
Deweaseʼs command to less than
a second, still relying on the high-
est groove on the speedway.

Traffic entered the picture for the
first time on lap 12 which set the
stage for Reutzelʼs first bid for the
lead. One circuit later, Reutzel was
the new man in charge, using the
top groove in turns one and two to
blast around Dewease while he
was hung up in slower traffic.

It would not take long for
Dewease to return the favor on
Reutzel, charging back to less than
a car length by lap 16, all before
drag racing the pilot of the No. 87
back to the flagstand on lap 19, and
again on lap 20. The race for the
lead on lap 20 ended in Deweaseʼs
favor, crossing the line a mere .02
seconds ahead of Reutzel.
Dewease maintained the lead until
yellow flags waved for a competi-
tion stoppage on lap 25.

After a five minute break to allow
teams to make adjustments and
add fuel, green flag action returned
with Dewease leading the way over
Reutzel, Logan Wagner and Danny
Dietrich.

Within two laps, Reutzel was
back on the tailtank of Dewease,
eventually setting himself up for a

takeover attempt as the front run-
ners crossed under the flagstand to
complete lap 27. By the time the
leaders exited turn two, it was
Reutzel who was back in charge,
once again utilizing the top groove
through turns one and two to drive
around Dewease.

Successfully pulling away,
Reutzelʼs only challenges during
the remaining distance were peri-
ods of traffic, as well a fast-closing
Anthony Macri. Macri, who ad-
vanced ten spots during the 50-lap
main event, closed Reutzelʼs lead
to just over a second. Unfortunately
for Macri, time was out.

“When I got by Lance, I said
screw it. Iʼm going to give this
110%. Iʼm going for broke,” Aaron
Reutzel continued. “Weʼre either
going to put it in the fence or walk
out of here $52,000 richer. I gave it
my all and luckily it paid off. I just
want to thank my guys. I really
donʼt know what else to say.”

Fans wanting to relive the action
from Port Royal Speedway can do
so by watching MAVTV Motor-
sports Network; the official televi-
sion home of the All Star Circuit of
Champions.

Tony Stewartʼs All Star Circuit of
Champions will continue their final
month of competition with a fourth
consecutive weekend consisting of
three events or more, this time re-
turning aim back to the highbanks
of Atomic Speedway in Chillicothe,
Ohio. The traveling All Stars will
headline three straight nights of ac-
tion at the ʻWorldʼs Fastest 3/8-Mile
Oval,ʼ kicking off with ʻSpeedweek
Re-Loadedʼ on Thursday evening,
September 12.

Dean Knittel Memorial action will
headline the next two evenings at
Atomic Speedway beginning with
ʻThe Night Before The Knittelʼ on
Friday night, September 13, award-
ing a total winnerʼs share equalling
$5,054. The Dean Knittel Memorial
finale will follow on Saturday
evening awarding a monstrous
$12,554 payday.

Those seeking additional news
and notes should visit Atomic
Speedway live on the Web at
www.atomicspeedway.net.

Trey Starks Earns
Second-Ever All Star

Win During Port
Royalʼs Night Before

The 50
PORT ROYAL, PA - After spend-

ing much of his 2019 campaign fo-
cused on weekly competition at the
famed Knoxville Raceway,
Puyallup, Washingtonʼs Trey Starks

made his way ʻhomeʼ to Central
Pennsylvania and found success
right from the start, winning an
Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions presented by
Mobil 1 main event in just his sec-
ond attempt in the Keystone State
since temporarily moving team
headquarters to the Midwest.

The victory, a second-ever for
Starks during All Star Circuit of
Champions competition, was ac-
complished during Port Royal
Speedwayʼs Night Before The Tus-
carora 50; a preamble to the his-
toric, yet unprecedented,
$52,000-to-win Tuscarora 50,
which will takeover Port Royal
headlines on Saturday evening,
September 7.

Starting from the outside-pole
position, Starks took command for
the first time on lap 13, taking ad-
vantage of Aaron Reutzelʼs misfor-
tune that occurred in the form of a
flat left-rear tire. Although Kasey
Kahne Racingʼs James McFadden,
who was battling in the runner-up
spot at the time of Reutzelʼs trou-
bles, inherited the top spot, offi-
cially, Starks quickly proved he was
stronger, utilizing the ensuing
restart to drive under McFadden by
the exit turn four.

McFadden held on to finish sec-
ond at the ̒ Speed Palace,ʼ followed
by Brian Brown, Gio Scelzi and An-
thony Macri.

“This feels awesome,” Trey
Starks said, driver of the Central
Pennsylvania-based, Scott Gob-
recht-owned, E-Z-GO/Golf Cart
Services/No. 44 sprint car. “It feels
like the first part of this year noth-
ing could go our way. We had tons
of bad luck. As the year winds
down, we are starting to get some
luck. We had a fast race car last
night (Bedford Speedway), and we
had a fast race car again tonight.
Weʼre really happy to be back here
in Pennsylvania and to be able to
put on a show for all of the fans.”

Clute, Texasʼ Aaron Reutzel
earned the early advantage from
the pole position. The defending All
Star champion led the first seven
laps unscathed before reaching the
back of the field for the first time on
lap eight.

Despite Reutzelʼs ability to open
up to an impressive command that
stretched to nearly a full straight-
away, Starks displayed early signs
of speed and quickly closed-in on
the familiar No. 87.

Things started to heat up for the
first time on lap nine, as Reutzel
found himself trapped behind
slower cars at the entrance of turn
one. Forced to check-up with the 

(Continued Next Page)
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intent to drive around
traffic, the momentum
shift proved to be too
damaging for Reutzel
which allowed Starks
to close the gap com-
pletely. Unfortunately
for Starks, caution
flags on lap 10 erased
all potential for a battle
in traffic allowing
Reutzel the opportu-
nity to restart in clean
air.

In a quick turn of
events, the next cau-
tion on lap 13 was for

race leader, Aaron Reutzel, who
pulled to a stop with a flat left-rear
tire. The caution allowed James
McFadden to inherit the top spot,
who gained the runner-up position
over Starks on lap 11.

Although McFadden was in
charge during the ensuing restart,
he would not lead a lap, as Starks
was able to power under McFad-
den and slide the Australia-native
through turns three and four. Starks
was now in charge and that is
where he stayed.

McFadden did show signs of
strength during the final four cir-
cuits, but Starksʼ pace was too
tough to tame.

“I couldnʼt quite get the start I
needed to get around Aaron
(Reutzel),” Starks continued. “I
knew he was going to set a really
fast pace. But I did feel like, before
that first caution, that we were run-
ning him down a little bit. Once I got
to the lead, I told myself I was going
to run as hard as I could and not
worry about my tires.”

Fans will have the opportunity to
relive Trey Starksʼ Night Before The
50 victory on MAVTV Motorsports
Network in November.

Aaron Reutzel Rolls to
11th All Star Win of

2019 During Thursday
Night Bedford Visit
BEDFORD, PA - Aaron

Reutzelʼs march toward a second
consecutive Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet
All Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 title has been
rocky at times, but the Clute,
Texas-native gave open wheel fans
all the reason to leave their doubts
behind on Thursday night at Bed-
ford Speedway, eventually ending
his evening by leading all 30 cir-
cuits around the Bedford Fair-
grounds half-mile, securing a
Series-leading 11th victory in the
process.

The win, accompanied by a
$5,000 payday, also allowed
Reutzel to snip away at Dale
Blaneyʼs All Star championship
point lead, this time narrowing the
six-time champʼs command to just
16 markers with two events re-
maining on the weekend.

Three-time Knoxville Raceway
track champion, Brian Brown,
chased Reutzel to the final check-
ers, followed by Kasey Kahne Rac-
ingʼs James McFadden, Dale
Blaney, and a hard-charging Danny
Dietrich, who rallied eight positions
to find the top five.

“Hell of a run for this team,”
Aaron Reutzel explained, driver of
the Baughman-Reutzel Motor-
sports/Folkens Brothers Truck-
ing/Fischer Body Shop/Hollywood
Blasting & Coating/No. 87 sprint
car. “We were great all night; un-
loaded with a fast hot rod. Weʼve
had a lot of heartbreak this year,
but we always bounce back and
get wins. That just goes to show
what kind of a team effort we have
here.”

Although a surefire favorite, as
well as dominate, Reutzelʼs cam-
paign from the pole position did en-
counter some pressure from Grain
Valley, Missouriʼs Brian Brown, but
not until after the midpoint of the
30-lap program. In fact, Reutzelʼs
lead was just over three seconds
by the time the leaders received
the crossed flags; it was down to
less than three-quarters of second
by lap 23.

A caution on lap 25 for a slowing
Trey Starks, who was battling in the
fourth position at the time, created
a momentum shift for Reutzel and
served as the break that Brown
needed. Unfortunately for Brown, a
clear track and clean air created
the perfect recipe for Reutzel, im-
mediately blasting away to a com-
fortable lead.

The main eventʼs second and
final caution occurred on the white
flag lap, this time setting up a
green-white-checkered finish. De-
spite Brownʼs attempt to capitalize,
Reutzel did exactly what he did
during the prior restart and quickly
escaped to a comfortable advan-
tage.

“I was happy to see that yellow,
for sure,” Aaron Reutzel continued.
“It got to the point where I couldnʼt
pass the lapped cars. But I was
hoping since I couldnʼt pass them, I
couldnʼt get passed.”

“Aaron (Reutzel) was probably
better than me overall,” Brian
Brown said, who will spend the
next few weeks racing in Pennsyl-
vania. “I found the rubber in one
and two a little bit sooner than he

did which allowed us to make up
some ground. I could see he was
having a little bit of trouble with the
lapped cars, and I was having
some trouble, too, which kinda
slowed my pace down. The caution
was an opportunity I needed.”

Henry Holds Off Reutzel
During Rick Susong

Memorial for First-Ever
All Star Victory

ORRVILLE, OH - Nearly sweep-
ing the entire evening program, Re-
public, Ohioʼs Cap Henry left
Wayne County Speedway on Mon-
day evening $5,000 richer, finally
etching his name in sprint car rac-
ing history as an Ollieʼs Bargain
Outlet All Star Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1 main event
winner. The driver of the Lane Rac-
ing/Beer Barrel Bourbon No. 4 ac-
complished his feat in exciting
fashion, utilizing his pole position to
lead all 30, non-stop circuits around
Wayne County Speedway, all while
holding off defending All Star Circuit
of Champions title holder, Aaron
Reutzel.

Impressive enough, Henryʼs
campaign at the front of the field
was engulfed in slower traffic for
much of the 30-lap distance. On
top of that, the former All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions Rookie of the
Year was forced to manhandle an
ultra-fast, but tricky and choppy
surface, nearly costing Henry his
victory when steering issues be-
came a factor in the final corner. In
fact, Henryʼs margin of victory over
Reutzel was a mere 0.024 sec-
onds.

Buddy Kofoid chased Reutzel
and Henry to the final checkers, fol-
lowed by Cory Eliason and Dean
Jacobs.

“Man, this is awesome,” Cap
Henry said in victory lane, who not
only won the Rick Susong Memo-
rial main event, but he also earned
the fastest time during qualifying
time trials, as well as victory during
his respective dash. “I feel like
weʼve been trying to do this for like
ten years. I canʼt thank the guys
from Lane Racing enough. They
work extremely hard and actually
had to rebuild this car two weeks in
a row after I crashed it. They are
great to work for; a great team.”

Starting from the pole position,
Henry set the pace
early, instantly jump-
ing out to a com-
manding lead over
Aaron Reutzel, Greg
Wilson and Buddy
Kofoid. Lapped traffic

entered the picture early with Henry
reaching the back of the field with
only six laps knocked off the score-
board. Solidly in second at the time,
Henryʼs momentum downshift in
traffic allowed Reutzel to close the
gap, actually making a bid for the
top spot on lap nine. The slider
through turns one and two failed al-
lowing Henry to escape into the
distance.

By lap 15, Reutzel was pressur-
ing Henry for the lead yet again, uti-
lizing periods of even heavier traffic
to chase down the former All Star
full-timer. Despite running up on the
leader, Henry seemed to find an-
other gear, once again separating
himself from the Clute, Texas-na-
tive in traffic.

Ten laps later, Reutzel was all
over Henry one more time, this
time battling nearly nose-to-tail as
the lead pair diced through slower
cars.

In the meantime, it was apparent
that the rut that had formed be-
tween turns three and four was giv-
ing Henry some trouble. Lap after
lap, Henry would hit the rut and find
himself nearly losing his balance.
Although Henry was able to power
his way out of the near-mess, the
final lap nearly proved otherwise.

As Henry drove into turn three
for the final time, the rut at the bot-
tom of the speedway struck again
sending the familiar No. 4 up the
track. Henryʼs mishap was an op-
portunity for Reutzel, ultimately
opening the bottom groove. In a
desperate attempt to maintain the
lead, Henry rocketed back down
the track and drag raced Reutzel to
the finish, actually making contact
just before the flagstand. Suffice it
to say, Henry came out victorious,
finally kicking the All Star monkey
off his back.

“When I hit that rut on the white
flag lap, I messed the steering up. I
felt bad about running Aaron
(Reutzel) almost to the infield, but
we wanted an All Star win and I
wasnʼt going to lift,” Cap Henry con-
tinued. “I kept trying to crash
through that hole the entire race.
That last lap, it about got me. I def-
initely panicked there.”

“He was able to maintain a nice
pace the entire race,” Aaron
Reutzel said of Cap Henry.
“Lapped traffic wasnʼt too bad for
me, but I was just trying not to
crash, honestly.”
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Talladega
Superspeedway

TALLADEGA, AL -
NASCAR driver Matt
DiBenedetto is still
chasing his first tri-
umph in the sportʼs
premier series. Thurs-
day during a visit to
see Talladega Super-
speedwayʼs construc-
tion update on the
Transformation Infield
Project presented by
Graybar and the all-
new Talladega Garage
Experience, he got an
“up-close” look at what
could be the site of his

first victory celebration – the trackʼs
new “old school” Gatorade Victory
Lane,” and boy, was he excited
about it.

“I checked out the entire Tal-
ladega Garage Experience and it is
going to be incredible for the fans,
the drivers and the teams,” said
DiBenedetto, who will be a favorite
in the upcoming 1000Bulbs.com
500 October 13, “but most impor-
tantly to me was the Victory Lane. I
scoped it out real heavily and it
looks amazing. Itʼs old school and
reminds me of when tracks did it
like that (driver comes in nose first
towards photographers – not hori-
zontal) years ago….like we will
plant to pull in straight in a few
weeks. Amazing to turn a vision
into reality here. Fans get to be
down beside the celebration, too.

“This race (1000Bulbs.com 500)
is one our team has had circled on
the calendar for a long time. Itʼs a
great opportunity. The superspeed-
ways have been good to us, and
here at Talladega itʼs produced
many first-time winners. We have
had fast cars on the superspeed-
ways this year and have been in
contention in every one of them. If
we donʼt win before we come back
in October, it will be a race that is a
great chance for us,” added
DiBenedetto, who also jumped on
a paving machine during the day to
assist the construction crew with
putting down asphalt in the new
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries garage.

Indeed Talladega has been the
site of multiple first-time victors. In
fact, 11 drivers have claimed their
initial triumph at the 2.66-mile
venue, which is celebrating its 50th
Anniversary in October. They have
included the likes of Davey Allison
(1987), Ken Schrader (1988), Tal-
ladega five-time winner Brad Ke-
selowski (2009) and most recently,
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. (2017).
DiBenedetto, driving the No. 95 for

Leavine Family Racing, started off
the year leading 49 laps in the Day-
tona 500 and was a threat here at
Talladega in the GEICO 500 until a
late-race accident on track elimi-
nated him from competition. So, the
stage is set for the driver who has
finished in the top-10 in six of the
last 10 races this season, including
a runner-up result at Bristol a few
weeks back - just days after learn-
ing he would not return to the No.
95 seat in 2020.

While DiBenedetto was mes-
merized with the new Gatorade
Victory Lane, he was also im-
pressed with the entire Talladega
Garage Experience, the center of
the $50 million Transformation en-
deavor that will stretch from the Tri-
Oval down near the start-finish line.
In addition to Gatorade Victory
Lane, it will feature a host of activi-
ties and destinations, including
more than 140,000 square feet of
social and engagement areas and
the 35,000-square-foot Open Air
Social Club, where fans will be just
a few steps away and “up-close”
from the fan viewing walkway
(under the same roof where the
race cars are being prepped by the
race teams).

For every fan who purchases a
Talladega Garage Experience ad-
mission, they will receive FREE Wi-
Fi and be treated to $4 or less
Value-Priced Concessions (with the
exception of premium specialty
items like the $9 Big One Meatball).
Other amenities inside the Experi-
ence include a Kids Zone, Watch
Zone, a Courtyard, Iron Alley which
will feature historic race cars, new

restrooms, concession and sou-
venir stands, as well as a new
Guest Services center.

“I grew up as a race fan,” ex-
plained DiBenedetto. “My family
came to the races. I think about
those experiences as a kid. If I can
go to the race track today, I say to
myself ʻman, I want to go down and
see the teams work on the cars (at
the garage bays). I want to see
them practice. I want to listen to
drivers, crew chiefs and spotters
communicate with their (Racing
Electronics) scanners. Then, I want
to walk over here in the Open Air
Club and get a Philly Cheese Steak
and a drink for under four bucks for
each item.ʼ Now that is an experi-
ence for the whole family. Itʼs more
than watching a race….just being
immersed into everything we (race
teams) are doing. When I was a
kid, I would have done anything to
experience something like this.”  

So while he will be having a
great time with the “new” Talladega,
does he really think he can win at
the iconic venue in such a special
race? “Listen, you either love or
hate it (superspeedway racing).
Thereʼs not a lot of in between. I got
some really good advice from my
friend (NASCAR driver) Michael
McDowell. He said you have to
learn to love it because thatʼs the
only way you will be good at it. Em-
brace it. How can I be the best at
it? I study a lot, much more at Tal-
ladega than at other places. You
make up ground by studying and
learning from the guys that are con-
tinuously good and have had suc-
cess there. Yes, we can win it, and

it would be special. Like I said, I
have scoped out the new victory
lane and I know the route to get
there. Our goal is to win now,”
which could help pave the way for
another ride in 2020.

DiBenedetto had a very “Big”
day at NASCARʼs biggest track in
a short time frame. It included the
following:

• Hard hat tour of Talladega
Garage Experience with Hoar Con-
struction, Senior Superintendent
Gary Merriman

• Cut ribbon on newly renovated
Ken Patterson Media Center with
Talladega Chairman Grant Lynch
and new track President Brian
Crichton

• Hung first two photos in Ken
Patterson Media Center (a classic
4-wide racing shot, as well as a
memorable Dale Earnhardt photo
and quote)

• Toured Ken Patterson Media
Center

• Visited TSS ticket office, made
phone calls to consumers and was
successful in selling tickets

• Answered social media video
questions

• Sported an apron and assisted
in cooking the media lunch – frying
fish and chicken with local track
caterer “Whiskers”

• Tried his own cooking and had
lunch

• Held press conference with
Lynch

• Led a media tour of the Tal-
ladega Garage Experience

• Showcased his skill assisting
the paving team on heavy equip-
ment

• At conclusion of paving, an-
swered more media questions

• Gave Hot Lap rides to some
media/guests around the 2.66-mile
venue

• Took photos with media/guests
• Signed Talladega Superspeed-

way 50th Anniversary posters
The Transformation Infield Proj-

ect presented by Graybar is part of
ISCʼs long-term capital allocation
plan and reinvestment into its major
motorsports complexes. DLR
Group is the architect of the entire
project while Hoar Construction
(Birmingham, AL) continues to
spearhead Phase II. GT Grand-
stands (Plant City, FL) is construct-
ing the Race Operations tower,
which, too, continues to see pro-
gression high above the Tri-Oval,
as well as the Pit Road Club Suites.

Fans can learn more about the
project and view the progress 24/7
via the construction cam by visiting
www.talladegasuperspeedway.com
/transformation.

(Continued Next Page)
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NASCAR driver Matt DiBenedetto (center) drives an asphalt paver
Thursday at Talladega Superspeedway as part of the construction
efforts for the Talladega Garage Experience, the centerpiece of
Phase II of the Transformation Infield Project presented by Graybar,
which will debut during the trackʼs NASCAR Playoffs doubleheader
weekend, Oct. 11-13, featuring the 1000Bulbs.com 500 and Sugar-
lands Shine 250. (TSS photo)
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For ticket informa-
tion on the trackʼs
NASCAR double-
header playoffs week-
end, which also
includes the Sugar-
lands Shine 250
(NASCAR Gander
Outdoors Truck Se-
ries) on Saturday, Oct.
12, and all things on
Transformation and
the Talladega Garage
Experience, log onto
www.talladegasuper-
speedway.com or call
the office at 855-518-

7223 (RACE).

Indianapolis Motor Speedway
INDIANAPOLIS, IN - Race fans

should renew their tickets now for
the 2020 Big Machine Vodka 400 at
the Brickyard Powered by Florida
Georgia Line and Indiana 250 to
get the best prices and seat
choices possible for the annual
NASCAR races at the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway, which are mov-
ing to an exciting Fourth of July
weekend date.

Fans are encouraged to renew
or upgrade their Big Machine
Vodka 400 at the Brickyard Pow-
ered by Florida Georgia Line event
weekend tickets at
www.ims.com/renew. The renewal
window will continue through Mon-
day, Sept. 23.

These will be the best prices of
the year, only available during the
renewal window. Prices will in-
crease when tickets go on sale in
the fall.

The 27th annual NASCAR event
weekend at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway will take place July 3-5,
2020 on the 2.5-mile oval, with the
Big Machine Vodka 400 at the
Brickyard Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race taking
place Sunday, July 5.

"We anticipate increased de-
mand for tickets for our 27th annual
NASCAR weekend next year as it
moves to the Fourth of July holiday
weekend," IMS President J. Dou-
glas Boles said. "This event will be
a big celebration of America, great
racing on the oval and The Dirt
Track at IMS, and exciting con-
certs. This is the best opportunity
for our loyal fans to save on tickets
and other products for this new
marquee summer event in Indi-
anapolis and on the national sport-
ing calendar."

Fans who have included tickets
for other products in their 2019
order also can reorder at dis-

counted prices during the renewal
period. Those products include:

•Indiana 250 Race Day tickets
•Friday General Admission tick-

ets
•Parking (including ADA parking)

and camping permits
•Big Machine Vodka 400 at the

Brickyard pre-race pit passes
Those who take advantage of

the renewal period also will be first
in line for ticket upgrades and are
eligible for other presale offers for
all IMS events.

A strong, generation-spanning
connection between IMS and hon-
oring America will be enhanced
through this new event date. Start-
ing in 2020, IMS will host major
event weekends on two holidays
that celebrate American values, pa-
triotism and sacrifice - the Indi-
anapolis 500 presented by
Gainbridge on Memorial Day week-
end and the Big Machine Vodka
400 at the Brickyard Powered by
Florida Georgia Line on Independ-
ence Day weekend.

Along with FGL Fest, the
Driven2SaveLives BC39 powered
by NOS Energy Drink United
States Auto Club (USAC) National
Midget Championship event also
will move to the new NASCAR
event week in July 2020. The
Speedway will also look to add
special events and activations to
the weekend schedule as part of its
embrace of the holiday weekend.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Atlanta Motor

Speedway and the American Red
Cross are collecting urgently
needed blood donations during the
“Drive For Life Blood Drive” on
September 11.

Hurricane Dorian has forced the
cancellation of nearly two dozen
Red Cross blood drives and dona-
tion centers in Georgia, South Car-
olina, and North Carolina resulting
in more than 550 uncollected blood
and platelet donations. The Ameri-
can Red Cross is urging eligible in-
dividuals in unaffected areas to
give blood or platelets to ensure a
sufficient blood supply for patients.

“Disasters can strike at any time
and blood donors can help hospi-
tals be prepared should an emer-
gency occur,” said Ronnika A.
McFall, external communications
manager of the Red Cross South-
ern Blood Services Region. “Itʼs the
blood on the shelves that helps
save lives in an emergency.”

Atlanta Motor Speedway and
the American Red Cross are racing
to save lives and collect blood do-
nations during the “Drive For Life
Blood Drive” on September 11.

The Drive For Life Blood Drive is
an opportunity to do just that, with
donation times available between 9
a.m. and 7 p.m. in the Marcy Scott
Media Center, located in the
Speedwayʼs infield.

“Atlanta Motor Speedway is al-
ways looking for opportunities to
help our community,” said AMS Ex-
ecutive Vice President and General
Manager Brandon Hutchison.
“When the American Red Cross
told us about the urgent need for
blood, partnering with them and of-
fering our support to get life-saving
donations was a no-brainer.”

All donors will receive a Red
Cross T-Shirt, all donors 18 and
over will be given a pace car ride
around Atlanta Motor Speedwayʼs
famous 1.54-mile oval, and donors
will be entered into a raffle give-
away of prizes including 2020
NASCAR weekend race tickets.

“Our volunteer donors and spon-
sors, like Atlanta Motor Speedway,
are the only source of blood for pa-
tients,” said McFall. “We appreciate
the Atlanta Motor Speedway team
for partnering with us to create this
fun tradition of rolling up a sleeve at
the track and helping to ensure a
stable blood supply.” 

To donate please visit Red-
CrossBlood.org and enter sponsor
code “atlantaspeedway” and
choose the donation time that
works best for you. Registration
can also be completed by calling 1-
800-RED CROSS or by using the
Blood Donor App.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - With newly sur-

faced asphalt under foot and heavy
equipment vehicles in the back-
ground, Ryan Preece received an
up-close look at the Monster Mileʼs
new headquarters for Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series teams
on Thursday.

Preece, driver of the No. 47
Chevrolet Camaro for JTG Daugh-
erty Racing, and Speedway offi-
cials took a tour of Dover
International Speedwayʼs new $5.5
million Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series garage and met with
area media members in advance of
the Oct. 4-6 NASCAR tripleheader
weekend at the Monster Mile, fea-
turing the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series playoff race
on Sunday, Oct. 6. 

The Oct. 6 race is the first event
in the Round of 12 in the 2019
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries postseason and the 100th
NASCAR Cup Series race at
Dover. The Monster Mile will be just
the 10th track in the nation to have
hosted 100 or more NASCAR Cup

Series events.
Dover International Speedwayʼs

new garage is located between
Turns 1 and 2 in the infield, a shift
from its previous spot closer to Turn
1. The garage includes an Allied
Steel Building, the official and ex-
clusive steel buildings of Dover In-
ternational Speedway. Raynor
Garage Doors, the preferred
garage door of Dover International
Speedway, is providing the garage
doors for the project. 

“It looks awesome,” said Preece,
who is competing for 2019 Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series
Rookie of the Year honors. “Itʼs
going to help all of us during our
practice sessions, pulling in and out
of the garage will be easier and it
will give the teams a better work
environment for sure.”

Some highlights and features of
the new Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series garage include:

• Expanded square footage:
23,100 from 18,400, a 20 percent
increase

• Includes 44 large garage bays
(15-foot by 30-foot) with individual
garage doors for cars and teams

• Larger garage area footprint:
Existing guardrail facing Turns 1
and 2 to be removed, along with
grass areas on the inside of the
turns. The area inside the apron will
now be fully paved, with SAFER
barriers covering the entire length
of the inside walls of Turns 1 and 2.

• The apron area inside Turn 1
will also be repaved

• Design: Becker-Morgan Archi-
tects out of Dover, Del.

• Contractor: Kent Construction
out of Smyrna, Del.

Preece also got behind the
wheel of one of the construction
teamʼs bulldozers, and even lifted
the blade, but made sure not to ac-
celerate, choosing to save his
speed for the upcoming Dover
weekend.

Work on the garage project
began on Tuesday, May 7, immedi-
ately after the spring NASCAR
tripleheader weekend, and is
scheduled to be completed by Fri-
day, Sept. 20.

Later, Preece visited the Speed-
way ticket office, greeted the event
experience specialists, posed for
photos with the golden Monster
Trophy and called several
NASCAR fans, thanking them for
purchasing ticket packages for fu-
ture Monster Mile events.

The Oct. 4-6 NASCAR triple-
header weekend also includes the
“General Tire 125” NASCAR K&N
Pro Series East season finale on
Friday, Oct. 4 and the “Use Your 

(Continued Next Page)
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Melon Drive Sober
200” NASCAR Xfinity
Series playoff race on
Saturday, Oct. 5.

In addition to the
iconic gold Monster
trophies given to the
race winners, fans can
also enjoy free Harlem
Globetrotters perform-
ances (Sunday), a
free Grand Funk Rail-
road concert on the
Xfinity Stage at Victory
Plaza (Sunday), Micro
Wrestling Federation
matches (Saturday

and Sunday), a Winston Cup Mo-
bile Museum display (all weekend)
and much more in our FanZone as
we continue our 50th Anniversary
celebration.

Keep up to date on all 50th An-
niversary announcements and
schedules by visiting DoverSpeed-
way.com or calling (800) 441-
RACE.

You can also keep up with all
track activities at Face-
book.com/DoverInternational-
Speedway, or on Twitter and
Instagram at @MonsterMile.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Celebrating

its 50th Anniversary this fall, Tal-
ladega Superspeedway is excited
to announce the first annual “Dri-
ving STEM at Talladega Super-
speedway presented by First Bank
of Alabama” on Friday, Oct. 11, as
part of the trackʼs NASCAR Play-
offs doubleheader weekend, fea-
turing the 1000Bulbs.com 500 and
Sugarlands Shine 250.

The 2.66-mile venue will host
more than 550 students from five
different schools in the brand-new
Talladega Garage Experience,
which is set to debut in October,
where they will learn about science,
technology, engineering and math-
ematics (STEM) and its relation in
the sport of NASCAR at the most
competitive track on the circuit.

The participating schools are
from the trackʼs surrounding com-
munities – Moody Jr. High School
(St. Clair County), Oxford Middle
School (Calhoun County), Charles
R. Drew Middle School (Talladega
County), Central Junior High
School (Clay County), and Ran-
dolph County High School (Ran-
dolph County). The track is
partnering for the STEM program
with First Bank of Alabama, the old-
est continuously operating bank in
the Yellowhammer State.

The students will be broken into

groups and visit four stations (each
zone will headline a STEM subject)
located throughout the Talladega
Garage Experience for a curricu-
lum-enriched educational opportu-
nity.

They will participate in various
activities, including getting the
chance to walk through the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
garage, as well as the new garage
bays to see the sights and sounds
of the teams working on the cars.
In addition, they will be treated to a
host of guest speakers, including
NASCAR drivers, with their unique
perspectives about the sport.

The children will also take a lap
around the 33-degree banked
venue in school busses to learn
about every aspect of the angles,
length and width of the palace of
speed.

“Weʼre incredibly excited about
this program, and to have First
Bank of Alabama, a deep-rooted
Alabama business on board is a
perfect fit,” said Talladega Super-
speedway Chairman Grant Lynch.
“Driving STEM at Talladega is
geared toward getting schools from
local communities to come out to
the greatest race track in the world
and learn in a non-traditional at-
mosphere. At the same time, expe-
riencing a fun and interactive way
of learning about our incredible
sport.”

First Bank of Alabama, which
opened its doors in 1848, has seen
change over the years with new
products, services, technology and
people, but the constant amongst
all the change has been their com-
mitment to serving the needs of
their customers and communities.

“First Bank of Alabama realizes
the importance of students devel-
oping leadership skills, including
the ability to communicate, collabo-
rate and problem-solve,” said Chad
Jones, First Bank of Alabama Pres-
ident and CEO. “What better way to
inspire these kids than the real-life
events around them? 

"This program is a great exam-
ple of how the science behind
NASCAR can be brought to life for
students in ways that are educa-
tional, relevant and fun! Our com-
munities involved with the STEM
program have proven to increase
student interest in pursuing higher
education and careers with techni-
cal skills. The opportunity for our
local community students to see
scientific and engineering princi-
ples demonstrated in the Garage
Experience at Talladega is sure to
leave a lifelong memory and a
foundation for our future leaders.”

Other local supporters of Driving

STEM at Talladega Superspeed-
way presented by First Bank of Al-
abama include Hoar Construction,
Go Build Alabama, Danieli Taranis,
Knight Sign Industries, Alabama
811, Polaris, NASA, College-
Counts, PLUMCORE, RK Allen
Oil and Freeman Service Com-
pany, Inc.

For more information about Driv-
ing STEM at Talladega Super-
speedway presented by First Bank
of Alabama or to become a spon-
sor, contact Zach White at 256-
761-4716 or email
at zwhite@talladegasuperspeed-
way.com.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - When

3,500 students from seven North
Texas elementary schools started
their days Tuesday, it marked the
beginning of more than just a new
month. As members of the 2019-20
class of Texas Motor Speed-
way's Speeding to Read program,
it also meant the start of a motor-
sports-themed reading journey
many of them are set to experience
for the first time.

The seven schools cover four in-
dependent school districts, and will
compete amongst each other for
prizes in the award-winning educa-
tional program created by TMS to
encourage students to read more
frequently in and out of the class-
room.

The schools competing this year
are: George C. Clarke, Rosemont,
and W.M. Green of the Fort Worth
ISD; Parkway of the Lewisville ISD;
Fairmeadows and Hyman of the
Duncanville ISD, and returning
competitor Sidney H. Poynter of the
Crowley ISD.

The competition begins today
with schools featuring a pre-pro-
duced video from Texas Motor
Speedway highlighted by encour-
aging words from NASCAR and IN-
DYCAR drivers. 

The Lil' Tex 300 awaits students
in Grades K-2 with those children
challenged to read 300 minutes at
home or in school during each of
four Turns (or quarters) throughout
the school year. For 3rd-5th Grade
students, the 

No Limits 500 lies ahead. They
are tasked with reading 500 min-
utes over the course of each of the
four Turns.

Each student who meets his/her
goal during a Turn is awarded two
tickets to a Texas Motor Speedway
NASCAR or INDYCAR race and a
prize.

Midway through the year, stu-
dents get a chance to put their
artistic skills to the test with the Li-

onel Design-a-Diecast competition.
Each student gets a week to design
a NASCAR paint scheme that
means something to him or her.
The top two designs are then ren-
dered onto a 1:24 diecast by Lionel
Racing, the Official Diecast of
NASCAR, and delivered to those
students by a NASCAR driver at an
in-school assembly. The top design
is then produced for nationwide
sale in both Walmart and Target
stores.

Entering its ninth year, Speeding
To Read has developed from a
one-school program to one that has
reached 78 schools and 43,393
students. Those students have
combined to read more than 5.5
million books.

This year's enrollment in the pro-
gram will increase the overall totals
to 85 schools and over 46,929 stu-
dents.

The program, which is free and
open to all DFW elementary
schools, runs from September
through April of the school year and
is split into four turns (or quarters).
Students who meet their reading
goals will receive tickets to either
the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series AAA Texas 500 on Nov. 3
(Turn 1), the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series O'Reilly Auto
Parts 500 on March 29 (Turn 2), or
the NTT IndyCar Series Texas Indy
600 on June 6 (Turns 3 and 4). The
school with the highest percentage
of students meeting their reading
goals will be named Speeding to
Read World Champion.

Other incentives throughout the
year include driver school visits,
S.T.E.M. themed classroom visits
from Frisco's Sci-Tech Discovery
Center, ice cream and frozen cus-
tard parties thanks to Levy Motor-
sports and Woolley's Frozen
Custard, motorsports merchandise,
and more.

The program has a dedicated
website www.speedingtoread.com
that features results, news stories,
photos and videos from the com-
petition and associated events that
is available to faculty, parents and
the general public.

Texas Motor
Speedway's Speeding To
Read program is supported by the
following partners: NASCAR, NTT
IndyCar Series, Lionel Racing,
Speedway World, Levy Restau-
rants, The Speedway Club, Food
for the Soul, Sci-Tech Discovery
Center, aai Trophies and Awards of
Plano, Jostens, John Sons Press,
Woolley's Frozen Custard, Speed-
way Children's Charities-Texas
Chapter and Team Texas High Per-
formance Driving School.
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Carteret County
Speedway

PELETIER, NC -
No major damage was
received at Bobby
Watsonʼs Carteret
County Speedway,
which was spared a di-
rect hit from Hurricane
Dorian, and the 2019
season is going to re-
sume as scheduled
with the Bobby Wat-
son Memorial Celebra-
tion coming up on
September 21st.

Hurricane Dorian
passed by the region

on Thursday and Friday.  While
other portions of Carteret County
received moderate to major dam-
age during the storm, Carteret
County Speedway received only
minor damage to a couple of struc-
tures.  With the threat of Hurricane
Dorian now past, the track will turn
its efforts on to the Bobby Watson
Memorial Celebration on Septem-
ber 21st.

“Weʼre lucky to have been
spared by Hurricane Dorian,” track
owner Bob Lowery said.  “Not only
the track but thankfully our area,
with the exception of the tornado
that touched down on Emerald Isle
which affected members of our rac-
ing community, received minimal
damage.  Our prayers go out to
those affected by the tornado on
the island and everyone impacted
by Hurricane Dorian.”

The Bobby Watson Memorial
will feature a reunion for drivers
who previously raced at the
Carteret County Speedway kart
track in the 1980s and 1990s.  The
racing program will feature the Lim-
ited Late Models, INEX Legends,
Southern Ground Pounders Vin-
tage Racing Club, Street Stocks,
Mini Stocks, Coastal Carolina Mini
Cups, U-CARs and Champ Karts.

The Bobby Watson Memorial
Celebration will take place on Sat-
urday, September 21st.

For more information about
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official
website at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “like” Carteret County
Speedway on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter.

Hickory Motor Speedway
With the regular season winding

down and division point battles in
the balance Hickory Motor Speed-
way roared to life for Gaston
Rentals Night at the Races on Sat-
urday Night!

The NASCAR Whelen All-Amer-

ican Series Late Models would roll
off first for 40 laps in race one of
their doubleheader on the night.
Ryan Repko in the #71 would post
a blistering time in qualifying and
take the top spot with Nolan Pope
in the #1 to his outside. Gage
Painter in the #12 and Connor Mo-
sack in the #18 would make up row
two. The front two rows would stay
double file until lap three when
Pope would use the high side to
nose ahead for the lead. Repko
would drop in behind and stay on
his bumper waiting for a mistake
while Painter would pull up close
behind Repko. Charlie Watson in
the #9 would move up to fourth and
begin to pressure the top three.
Lap 16 would see Painter make his
move around Repko for second
and set his sights on the lead.
Painter would pressure Pope, until
finally making the pass for the top
spot on lap 23. Repko and Watson
would swap the third position sev-
eral times as neither driver was
ready to give in. Lap 35 would see
Watson and Repko both get by
Pope and move to second and

third. Painterʼs lead would be insur-
mountable and the youngster
would grab the checkered flag once
more. Watson would finish 2nd and
Repko 3rd in a thrilling battle be-
tween the two drivers. Mosack
would finish 4th and Pope would
finish 5th.

Next up would see the Street
Stocks do battle for their 30 lap fea-
ture. Hickory Motor Speedway
points leader Drew Cox in the #21
would start from the top spot after
pacing qualifying with Jesse Clark
in the #5 to his outside. Mark Whit-
ten in the #77 and Gary Ledbetter
Jr in the #48 would make up the
second row. The green flag would
see the front row side by side until
they would come off of turn four to
complete lap one when Cox would
nose ahead for the lead. Ledbetter
would work his way up to second
by lap five and look to run down the
leader. Spirited racing would be the
order of the day throughout the field
between Derek Fowler in the #31
and Kevin Eby in the #03 in a bat-
tle for fourth. Lap 24 would see
Ledbetter pull to the pits with me-

chanical issues ending his run for
the win. Cox would drive on to the
win, his eighth on the season. Clark
would finish 2nd and Fowler would
finish 3rd. Eby would finish 4th and
Whitten would round out the top
five in 5th.

The Carolina Custom Golf Cart
Super Trucks would hit the famed
3/8 mile oval next for their 35 lap
event. Charlie Watson in the #6
would grab the pole position in
qualifying with Joey Shuryan in the
#30 second fast. Row two would be
made up of Travis Baity in the #70
and Allen Huffman in the #51. Wat-
son and Shuryan would take the
green nose to nose, but by the time
they got back around to complete
lap one Watson would pull ahead
for the top spot. Shuryan would set-
tle into Watsonʼs tire tracks as Baity
and Huffman would give chase to.
Lap 9 would see Keith Norville in
the #91 pull into the pits with me-
chanical issues. Baity would pres-
sure Shuryan for the second spot
for several laps. Baity and Shuryan
would make contact on lap 25 with
Shuryan spinning and this would
collect Baity and Huffman, bringing
out the caution. All three trucks
would pit and make repairs, but re-
turn to the track. The green flag
would see Watson and Dennis Triv-
ette in the #28 on the front row.
Watson would pull ahead on the
restart. Baity would move around
Trivette with four laps to go for sec-
ond. Watson would drive on to the
win. Baity would take 2nd and Triv-
ette would finish 3rd. Huffman
would finish 4th and Shuryan would
finish 5th.

Pounding the pavement next
would be the Paramount Auto
Group Limited Late Models for 35
action packed laps. Josh Kossek in
the #44 would take the top spot in

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Carteret County Speedwayʼs frontstretch did not get any major damage from Hurricane Dorian and
the season resumes September 21st. (CCS photo)

Gage Painer and crew celebrate their fourth Late Model win of the
season Saturday night. (SHERRI STEARNS photo)



(Continued…)

qualifying with Cody
DeMarmels in the #18
to his outside. Connor
Jones in the #2 and
Nathan Lineback in
the #71 would make
up row two. Kossek
and DeMarmels would
battle door to door until
Kossek would finally
inch ahead for the lead
on lap 3. Kossek, De-
Marmels, Jones, and
Lineback would be
nose to tail through the
first ten laps. Kosma
Guznyakov in the #33,

3rd in Hickory Motor Speedway
points, would pull to the pits with
mechanical issues and retire from
the race. At this point, Kossek and
DeMarmels would look to battle it
out between themselves for the
win. Over the last 5 laps De-
Marmels would look high, low and
put the pressure on Kossek for the
top spot, but Kossek would hang
on and take the win. DeMarmels
would finish 2nd and Jones would
finish 3rd. Lineback would finish 4th
and Ricky Bruce in the #42 would
finish 5th.

Rolling off next would be the 4-
Cylinders hitting the track for 25
laps. Brian Mundy in the #21 would
take the top spot in qualifying with
Robert Trivette in the #11 starting
to his outside. Mundy and Robert
Trivette would dive down into turn
one side by side and continue
down the backstretch, where
Mundy would pull to the lead as he
completed lap one. Mundy would

slow on the track around lap 10 and
begin losing positions until he
would pit on lap 13. Robert Trivette
would move to the lead with Curtis
Pardue in the #17 in hot pursuit.
The last lap would see Pardue
make a final run through the corner
for the win, but Robert Trivette
would hang on and take the win.
Pardue would finish 2nd with Cody
Combs in the #9 finishing 3rd. Ash-
ton Trivette in the #21 would finish
4th and Robbie Lewis in the #98
would come home in 5th.

The NASCAR Whelen All-Amer-
ican Series Late Models would
close out the nightʼs festivities with
the second 40 lap affair of their twin
events. With the invert from the
race one finishing order Evan Swill-
ing in the #18 would start from the
point and Thomas Beane in the
#31 would start to the outside of
row one. Row two would see Chris
Hudspeth in the #28 and Nolan
Pope in the #1 side by side. Swill-
ing and Beane would duel to the
green flag and into turn one. Swill-
ing would get sideways in turn one
and make a tremendous save
down the backstretch and gather
up the car. When the field would
get back to turn one, Beane would
be leading, Hudspeth running sec-
ond, and Pope in third. Swilling
would be running fourth but contact
would upset the car. This time
Swilling would not be able to make
the save and he would collect the
#18 of Bradley McCaskill and the
winner of the first race, Gage
Painter in the #12. McCaskill and
Swilling would make repairs and re-
join the field, but Painters night
would end on jackstands in the pits.

The restart would see Hudspeth on
the point and Beane to his outside.
Connor Mosack in the #18 would
restart third and Pope would be
fourth. The restart would see the
front row battle side by side until
Beane would pull ahead to the top
spot. Lap 4 would see the caution
fly as Charlie Watson in the #9
would spin after contact with Pope.
Both cars would continue. The
restart would see Beane and Hud-
speth side by side for the top spot.
After two hard laps Beane would
pull ahead with Hudspeth in his tire
tracks with Mosack joining the fray
close behind the front duo. Lap 29
would see the caution fly as sparks
would come rolling off the right front
of the leader, Beaneʼs car. Beane
would pull to the pits to attempt re-
pairs as the field would shuffle him
to the back. Watson would also pull
to the pits for repairs as flames
would be rolling out of the left front
on his car. Ryan Vargas in the #25
would pull to the pits with his night
coming to an end. The restart
would see Hudspeth and Mosack
side by side for the green flag. Hud-
speth would get a great start and
pull to the lead. The caution would
fly as Pope would spin, after con-
tact with Beane. Pope would park
for the night and Beane would
make repairs and return for the
restart. Hudspeth and Swilling
would restart on the front row. Hud-
speth would pull to the lead while
Beane would pull to the pits for the
night. Mosack would move around
Swilling for second. Hudspeth
would drive on to the win. Mosack
would finish second with Repko
coming back to finish 3rd after a
thrilling race with Swilling to the
checkers. Swilling would finish 4th
and McCaskill would round out the
top five in 5th.

Next week will see the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series ending
their regular season on Napa
Championship Night presented by
Pull-A-Part with all divisions in ac-
tion crowning their respective
champions.

On October 5th the Tour of De-
struction returns for a night of mo-
torsports mayhem thatʼs
guaranteed to please fans of all
ages.

For more information check us
out at www.hickorymotorspeed-
way.com, on Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter or give us a call at 828-464-
3655.

Hickory Motor Speedway
NEWTON, NC - Hickory Motor

Speedway was the epicenter of the
the racing universe on Saturday
night for the running of the presti-

gious 43rd Annual Paramount Auto
Group Bobby Isaac Memorial hon-
oring one of Catawba Countyʼs mo-
torsport legends.

Leading off the event would be
the Carolina Custom Golf Cart
Super Trucks and their 50 lap fea-
ture. Hickory Motor Speedway
points leader Allen Huffman in the
#51 would take the top spot in qual-
ifying and start from the point with
the #6 of Charlie Watson to his out-
side. Joey Shuryan in the #30 and
Dennis Trivette in the #28 would
make up row two. The green flag
would see Huffman pull to the early
lead with Watson looking to his in-
side. Watson would make the pass
for the lead on lap 3 as Huffman
would tuck in close behind.
Shuryan would move to take third
with Travis Baity in the #70 in
fourth. Watson and Huffman would
pull slightly ahead as there would
be a fierce three way battle for third
between Shuryan, Baity, and Triv-
ette. Baity would use the high side
to take the spot and bring Trivette
with him to fourth. Trivette would
move to the high groove with Baity,
but couldnʼt quite complete the
pass as they would continue in
third and fourth. Lap 33 would see
Shuryan move back around Triv-
ette and set his sights on Baity in
third. The caution would fly on lap
40 as Trivette would lose the battle
with a handling issue, caused by a
flat right rear and spin coming off of
turn two. The restart would see
Watson and Huffman door to door.
Watson would pull to the lead with
everyone giving chase. Watson
would prove too tough on the night
and take the win. Huffman would
finish 2nd with Baity finishing 3rd.
Shuryan would finish 4th and Triv-
ette would finish 5th.

Next up would see the Para-
mount Auto Group Limited Late
Models hit the track for 50 laps in
Round #9 of the Paramount Kia
ʻBig 10ʼ Chase for the Champi-
onship. The top two in Hickory
Motor Speedway Track points as
well as in the Paramount Kia ʻBig
10ʼ Chase for the Championship
would start side by side from the
front row with Cody DeMarmels in
the #18 grabbing the top spot and
Josh Kossek in the #44 to his out-
side. Row two would be made up of
Mason Ludwig in the #12 and Bren-
dan Doyle in the #23. The start
would see the front row battle hard
with Kossek nosing ahead for the
top spot. DeMarmels wouldnʼt be
content with second and continue
to press for the lead until he would
make the pass on lap 8. Ludwig
would watch the battle closely

(Continued on Next Page…)
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The #28 of Chris Hudspeth takes the checkered flag in the second
40-lap Late Model feature at Hickory Motor Speedway. (SHERRI
STEARNS photo)
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awaiting his opportu-
nity to move up from
third. Ryan Rackley in
the #1 would move up
to the fourth position.
Mitch Walker in the
#43, who would be
pulling double duty on
the night, would drive
up to fifth. DeMarmels
would set a blistering
pace up front but sec-
ond place would see a
three way battle be-
tween Kossek, Lud-
wig, and Rackley.
Ludwig would take the

spot on lap 35 and set his sights on
DeMarmels. Rackley would move
around Kossek on lap 41 for third.
Lap 45 would see Rackley move
around Ludwig for second and look
for one more spot. But DeMarmels
would be too strong and drive on to
the win and extend his points lead.
Rackley would be one of the fastest
cars on the track and finish 2nd
with Ludwig finishing 3rd. Walker
would work his way up to 4th and
Kossek would fade back to 5th
after starting to trail a stream of
smoke with around 10 laps to go. 

Hitting the track next would be
the Hickory Vintage Racing Series
rolling off next for 25 laps. Bill
Webb in the #16 would grab the
pole position with Bill Powell in the
#71 starting second. Bill Webb and
Powell would battle door to door for
the top spot with Bill Webb pulling
to the lead on lap 3. Powell would
face a fierce challenge from Mackie
Webb in the #16W and Robert
Webb in the #6. Bill Webb would
drive on to the win and lengthen his
points lead. Powell would finish
2nd, Mackie Webb would finish 3rd,
and Robert Webb would finish 4th.

The NASCAR Whalen All-Amer-
ican Series would roll off next for
150 action packed laps in the 43rd
running of the Paramount Auto
Group Bobby Isaac Memorial. After
a blistering fast time trial session
Ryan Repko in the #71 would take
the top spot in qualifying with Austin
McDaniel in the #12 starting to his
outside deciced by just .0003 (3 ten
thousandths of a second). Adam
Lemke in the #98 and Justin Car-
roll in the #57 would make up row
two for the start. The leaders would
go side by side for several laps until
Repko would finally pull ahead.
Lemke and Carroll would stay door
to door through lap 10. Lemke
would make a high side power
move to get around Carroll and
draw even with McDaniel for sec-
ond. Lap 13 would see Lemke

complete the pass and begin to
give chase to Repko. Carroll would
look to the inside of McDaniel for
several laps before settling in close
behind in his tire tracks. Lap 25
would see the caution fly with a
huge amount of smoke trailing be-
hind the Hickory Motor Speedway
points leader and Division One
North Carolina State leader
Thomas Beane in the #31. Beane
would pull to the pits, losing multi-
ple laps under caution, while Beane
and the crew thrashed on repairs.
The Beane team would complete
repairs and return on lap 35 during
track cleanup. After several laps
Beane would pull back to the pits
and park his Ford for the night.
Repko and Lemke would make up
the front row for the restart. Lemke
would use the same high side
move he used earlier in the night to
move around Repko for the top
spot. Carroll, Watson, and Mayer
would follow Lemke around Repko
and look for the top spot. Lap 54
would see a Watson make a move
and take the lead and bring Mayer
with him to second. Lemke and
Carroll would go back to their fa-
miliar side by side battle for third.
Watson and Mayer would duel it
out for the top spot until lap 65
when Mayer would complete the
pass. Lemke would also look under
Watson for position and try to keep
up with his JR Motorsports team-
mate. Lap 71 would see team-
mates Mayer and Lemke battle
side by side for the top spot. Lemke
would complete the pass for the
lead on lap 74, however his car
would drastically slow just one lap
later on lap 75, creeping back to
the pits and ending his run for the
win. Mayer would move back to the
top spot with Watson giving close
chase. Carroll, Repko, and Matt Le-
icht in the #2 would all look to run
down the leaders and give battle
for the win. Leicht would make a
late race run and move up to fourth
after getting by Repko. Mayer
would pull away at the end of the
race and drive on to the victory.
Watson would hang on for a hard
fought 2nd with Carroll finishing
3rd. Repko would move back
around Leicht to finish 4th while Le-
icht would finish 5th. 

The always exciting Street
Stocks would close out the
eveningʼs festivities with their 30
lap battle. Jesse Clark in the #5
would start from the top spot with
Jeff Sparks in the #7 to his outside.
Drew Cox in the #21 and Kevin Eby
in the #03 would make up row two.
Sparks would get the jump on the
start and move to the top spot with
Clark close behind. Cox would

work his way around Clark for the
second spot. The caution would fly
on lap 9 as a fire would erupt under
the rear of the #31 of Derek Fowler
as he was at making a pass. The
green flag would see Sparks and
Cox up front. Sparks would drive
back out to the lead with Cox,
Sparks, and Eby all in tow. Ethan
Johnson in the #2 and Marshall
Sutton in the #64 would have a
spirited battle for the fifth position.
Lap 24 would see the caution fly as
the #69 of Trey Buff would spin to
avoid making contact with the #77
of Wayne Edwards as they dove
down into turn one. The restart
would see Sparks and Cox pacing
the field once again. Sparks would
take the top spot with Cox pressur-
ing him. Cox would go high in turns
three and four, but suddenly slow
as something was amiss mechani-
cally. Cox would limp around the
track over the final laps and would
not be a factor in the race for the
win. Sparks would lead the field
coming to the flag with 6 laps to go
and also experience mechanical is-
sues on the backstretch. Sparks
would pull to the pits and end his
chance at victory. Eby would jump
to the lead with Clark giving chase.
Eby would drive on to the win.
Clark would finish 2nd and Sutton
would move up to 3rd. Buff would
bounce back to finish 4th and John-
son would finish 5th.

The NASCAR Whelen All Amer-
ican Series will be back in action
next week for Gaston Rentals Night
at the Races and a big night of rac-
ing. And in two weeks the regular
season will come to an end on
NAPA Championship Night pre-

sented by Pull-A-Part with all divi-
sions in action.

For more information check us
out at www.hickorymotorspeed-
way.com, on Facebook, Instagram,
and Twitter. Or you can give us a
call at 828-464-3655.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - For the third

week in a row, championship lead-
ers Nik Williams and Zeke Shell fin-
ished 1-2 in Fridayʼs featured Late
Model Stock race for the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series at
Kingsport Speedway.

After an inversion of top-six
qualifiers, Williams in the No. 32
Chevrolet started fourth on the 3/8-
mile concrete oval. He moved to
the front on lap 9, taking the lead
from Derek Lane coming off turn
four.

Ronnie McCarty, who started
sixth after setting the fastest time in
qualifying, moved to second place
on lap 14. With a caution period for
debris bunching up the field on lap
41, Williams and McCarty battled
side-by-side for the lead over the
next three laps. Williams pinched
McCarty up against the wall on lap
44, which allowed Williams to get
away and Shellʼs No. 1 Ford to get
by McCartyʼs No. 5 Ford for second
place. Williams raced on to capture
his division-leading seventh win of
the season. The 21-year-old
Chuckey driver extended his lead
in the track championship stand-
ings to 11 points over Johnson City
driver Shell with one race to go.

McCarty finished third, followed
by his teammate Lance Gatlin and

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Nik Willams celebrates another visit to Kingsport Speedwayʼs vic-
tory lane after he won the Late Model portion of Friday nights
races. (KINGPORT SPEEDWAY photo)



(Continued…)

Lane.
F A M I L I A R

FACES: Kevin Canter
won for the 16th time
in 17 starts in the Mod
4 division. The Abing-
don, Virginia driver in
the black No. 3 Ford
finished 1.266 sec-
onds ahead of runner-
up Chris Amburgey to
wrap up his fourth con-
secutive track champi-
onship.

Billy Duty finished
third as Hershell Robi-
nette and Jesse Am-

burgey rounded out the top five.
Tony Dockery of Dungannon,

Va., drove the No. 05 Camaro to
his fourth Pure Street win in the last
five races. Jay Swecker wound up
second to match his best finish of
the season. Gene Griffey was third,
followed by points leader Doug
Austin and Bruce Blessing.

NEW WINNERS: Rusty Clen-
denin passed Colby Higgins for the
lead on lap 4 of the Modified Street
feature and led the rest of the 30-
lap race.

It was the first win of the season
for the Church Hill driver behind the
wheel of the No. 27 Camaro. Points
leader Kevin Wolfe ran runner-up
after Trey Lane fell out with me-
chanical issues. Paul Shull, the 78-
year-old veteran from Church Hill,
finished third with Higgins fourth
and Luke Fox fifth.

Rogersville racer Josh Detwiler
scored his first win in the Pure 4 di-
vision. Kenny Absher was right be-
hind Detwiler in second. Keith
Helton wrapped the track champi-
onship with a solid third-place run.
Billy Byington came across the line
in fourth and Bucky Smith rounded
out the top five.

ONE RACE TO GO: NASCAR
“Richmond Gear” Championship
Night is set for Friday, Sept. 13.
Track champions will be crowned in
the Late Model, Modified Street
and Pure Street divisions.

Lake View Motor
Speedway

LAKE VIEW, SC - Brandon Mc-
Clain led flag-to-flag to claim the
TriboDyne Lubricants Carolina
Sprint Tour win Saturday night at
Lake View Motor Speedway, while
veteran Ron Pope dominated to
score a victory in the $1,000 to win
Limited Sportsman feature.

When the green flag fell on the
25-lap Carolina Sprint Tour feature,
McClain got the advantage over

heat one winner, Sean Vardell, as
they entered turn one.  The first
caution of the race would wave on
lap 3 when Ben McCall went for a
spin in turn one. The racing was
fast and exciting as the Carolina
Sprint Tour machines navigated
three grooves of racing from the
top to the bottom of the 4/10-
speedway.  At the checkers, Mc-
Clain took home an emotional win,
his first in 16 years of racing. De-
fending series champion Steve
Surniak was second, ahead of Nick
Tucker, Vardell, and Spring, Lake
View winner, John Karklin.  Round-
ing out the top ten were Jake
Karklin, Jacob McClain, Frank Pe-
ters, Terry Peters, and Stanton.

Erwin, NC's Ron Pope set fast
time with a lap of 18.778 seconds
in qualifying and dominated to take
home the $1000 to win Limited
Sportsman feature.  On the initial
start, Stevie Reeves and Jefffery
Johnson made contact and
slammed the inside guardrail hard
entering turn one.  After a red flag
to make repairs to the guardrail,
David Royal and Johnny Moore
spun down the backstretch while
battling for fourth on the
restart.  The hard racing continued
when Cameron Norris, IV went for
a spin in turn one with eight laps to
go following contact with Michael
Freeman.  Following Pope to the
checkered flag were Chris Powers,
Freeman, Royal, and Benji Thomp-
son. 

Dean Bowen of Whiteville, NC
started on the pole and led every
lap to take his #15 car to the Late
Model win.  Outside polesitter
Colby Jenerette spun in turn three
on lap two, while leading 2019 win-
ner, Johnny Pridgen, fell from con-
tention with motor problems on lap
six. Following Bowen to the check-
ered flag were Johnathon Ward,
Dustin Perritt, Chris Miller, and
Zachary Cox.             

A strong field of SportMods were
on hand at Lake View as former
Limited Sportsman competitor,
Greg Cain, held off all challengers
for his first win in the division.  Willie
Robson was eliminated after slam-
ming the frontstretch wall on lap
three.  Matthew Lewis appeared to
have one of the fastest cars on the
track, but fell out after hard contact
with the frontstretch wall while try-
ing to hold on to second place late
in the race.  Behind Cain at the
checkered flag were Case Daniels,
Eric Bentley, Cameron Norris, III,
and Chris Clendenin.       

Dillon, SC's Joey Wilkes got
around pole sitter Tom Lovett on
lap two and held on to win the
Renegade feature.  Wilkes and

Lovett battled lap after lap for the
lead without making contact in one
of the most competitive races of the
season.  Following Wilkes and
Lovett at the finish were Chandler
Fowler, Jeffrey Batten, and Buck
Causey.

Derek Kemper took the lead
from the pole and led every lap for
the win in the Stingerz
division. Tonya Jordan and Jerry
Johnson, Jr, crashed hard on lap
one, but after some tense moments
attending to the drivers, both es-
caped with minor injuries.  Follow-
ing Kemper at the finish were
points leader, Kyle Jenks, Andrew
Rabon, Jaden Locklear, and Jason
Brown.

Lake View Motor Speedway will
be in action again next Saturday
night, September 14th when the
Blue Ridge Outlaw Late Models re-
turn for the second time this year,
along with Limited Sportsman,
Renegades, SportMods, Stingerz,
and Sharp Mini Late Models.   Be
sure to “Like” Lake View Motor
Speedway on Facebook and go to
@LakeViewDirt on Twitter to keep
up on all thatʼs going on in 2019 or
visit lakeviewmotorspeedway.com.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - Peyton

Sellers of Danville, Virginia cap-
tured his fifth career South Boston
Speedway NASCAR Whelen All
American Series Late Model Stock
Car Division title in Saturday nightʼs
GCR Presents LS Tractor USA
Late Model Twin 75s.

Sellersʼ fifth career South
Boston Speedway NASCAR track
title ties him with the late legendary
NASCAR Modified and Late Model
Sportsman star Ray Hendrick of
Richmond, Virginia for the second-
most NASCAR feature-division
track championships at South
Boston Speedway. Only David
Blankenship of Moseley, Virginia,
with seven South Boston Speed-
way NASCAR track champi-
onships, stands above Sellers and
Hendrick.

This seasonʼs NASCAR Whelen
All American Series Late Model
Stock Car Division title is the third
South Boston Speedway track title
in a row for Sellers, who finished
second to Lee Pulliam of Alton, Vir-
ginia in the opening 75-lap race
and unofficially finished 10th in the
second of Saturday nightʼs pair of
75-lap NASCAR Late Model Stock
Car Division races.

Pulliam's win over Sellers in the
opening 75-lap race came by less
than a second. The win was Pul-
liam's fifth victory in a row at the .4-
mile oval.

Austin Thaxton of South Boston,
Virginia, Trey Crews of Halifax, Vir-
ginia and Thomas Scott of Efland,
North Carolina rounded out the top
five finishers in the first race.

Drew Dollar of Atlanta, Georgia
was the unofficial winner of the sec-
ond race, a dramatic race that saw
Sellers and Pulliam battle side-by-
side and bumper-to-bumper for the
lead for the final 30 laps. As the two

(Continued on Next Page…)
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South Boston Speedway 2019 NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries Late Model Stock Car Division champion Peyton Sellers of
Danville, Virginia (right) is congratulated by South Boston Speed-
way General Manager Cathy Rice following Saturday nightʼs GCR
Presents LS Tractor USA NASCAR Late Model Twin 75s at South
Boston Speedway. (SOUTH BOSTON SPEEDWAY photo)



(Continued…)

drivers sped into the
third turn on the final
lap, Sellers' car made
contact with the rear of
Pulliam's car, and Pul-
liam spun between
turns three and four.

Sellers sped to the
finish line ahead of the
rest of the field, but
was penalized by track
officials for causing the
incident and was
awarded 10th place,
the last position be-
hind the rest of the
cars that finished on

the lead lap. 
Dollar, who was running third at

the time, was declared the unoffi-
cial winner, with Thaxton finishing
second, Scott taking third place,
Blake Stallings of Danville, Virginia
being awarded fourth place and
Nick Smith rounding out the top five
finishers in the unofficial finishing
order.

Willis Wins Fourth Career Lim-
ited Sportsman Division Crown:
Danny Willis Jr. of South Boston,
Virginia won his fourth career
South Boston Speedway NASCAR
Limited Sportsman Division cham-
pionship Saturday night with a
10th-place finish in the nightʼs 50-
lap Limited Sportsman Division
race.

Willis and Jacob Borst of Elon,
North Carolina waged a hard-
fought battle for the win after the
race's final caution flag flew with 13
laps to go, with Willis getting beside
Borst on the inside several times
without being able to make the
pass. 

A last-ditch effort by Willis on the
last lap to earn the win came up
short as Willis spun as the pair
sped off of the fourth turn heading
to the checkered flag.

Borst sped across the finish line
to grab his sixth win of the season
and tie Willis for the most wins in
the division. Landon Pembleton of
Amelia, Virginia finished third with
Mark Cook finishing fourth and
Mitchell Wright rounding out the top
five finishers

Crews Captures First SBS Pure
Stock Division Title: Nathan Crews
of Long Island, Virginia won his first
career South Boston Speedway
Budweiser Pure Stock Division
championship Saturday night in the
30-lap Budweiser Pure Stock Divi-
sion race.

Crews won the 30-lap race to
earn his ninth victory of the season,
edging Scott Phillips of Halifax, Vir-
ginia by .778-second. 

Randy Hupp of Halifax, Virginia,
Justin Dawson of Nathalie, Virginia
and Jesse Keesee completed the
top five finishers.

Currin Wins Hornets Division
Title; Claims Second Division Title:
Kevin Currin of Chase City, Virginia
won his second South Boston
Speedway Budweiser Hornets Di-
vision championship in Saturday
night's 15-lap season finale for the
division. This seasonʼs champi-
onship makes Currin the first driver
to win multiple championships in
the division.

Jared Dawson of Nathalie, Vir-
ginia edged Josh Dawson of Hali-
fax, Virginia by a foot in a near
photo finish to win the 15-lap race
and earn his second victory of the
season.

Tyler Stanley of South Boston,
Virginia, Currin, and Donald Clay of
Clover, Virginia rounded out the top
five finishers.

Next Race At South Boston
Speedway: South Boston Speed-
way will close out its 2019 season
in a big way with the 3 p.m. running
of the AutosbyNelson,com 250 for
the CARS Tour Series on Saturday
afternoon, November 2.

The championships in both the
CARS Late Model Stock Tour and
the CARS Super Late Model Tour
will be decided in the event that will
feature a 125-lap Late Model Stock
Car Division race and a 125-lap
Super Late Model race, with both
races going for 125 green-flag laps.

Qualifying for that event will fea-
ture a knock-out qualifying format.

Advance tickets for the Autos-
byNelson,com 250 are priced at
$10 each through Friday, Nov. 1.
Adult general admission tickets on
race day will be priced at $15 each.
Youth ages 12 and under are ad-
mitted free when accompanied by
a paying adult.

For additional information about
the AutosbyNelson,com 250 CARS
Tour series racing program or any
other events at South Boston
Speedway, please visit the speed-
wayʼs website at www.south-
bostonspeedway.com or telephone
the speedway at 434-572-4947 or
1-877-440-1540.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Motor Speedway will host
the 47th Annual NAPA Fall Final
Weekend on Saturday and Sunday,
September 28 & 29 to close out its
2019 NASCAR season of racing.
Along with its 5 NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series divisions, the
NAPA Fall Final will include the
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour,
Vintage All Stars, and the Ladies

Challenge for a total of 8 feature
events during the weekend.

The NAPA Fall Final Weekend
will kick off on Saturday, Septem-
ber 28 with practice sessions for
the Whelen Modified Tour,
Staffordʼs NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series divisions and the
Vintage All Stars from 10:00am to
2:15pm.  The Whelen Modified
Tour will take to the track for group
qualifying at 2:30pm with Staffordʼs
NWAAS divisions and Vintage All
Stars qualifying to follow.  Feature
events for the Street Stocks, Lim-
ited Late Models, Vintage All Stars
and Ladies Challenge will conclude
Saturdayʼs festivities.  

In addition to determining who
will win the 2019 track champi-
onship, the Street Stock feature
event will be the third and final
RSMPCO.com Triple Crown race
of the 2019 season.  Street Stock
drivers have been accumulating
RSMPCO.com Triple Crown points
all season long and the winning
driver will take home a $1,000
bonus from a prize pool of $4,500
that will be distributed among the
top-10 finishers in the RSM-
PCO.com Triple Crown standings.
Meghan Fuller currently leads the
RMSPCO.com Triple Crown stand-
ings with Zack Robinson close be-
hind.   

The Ladies Challenge will show-
case Street Stock cars driven by
ladies that are affiliated with
Stafford race teams.  The drivers
are competing in a shoot-out race
and also raising money for a vari-
ety of charities.  The starting order
will be determined by the amount of
money raised by each driver.  For
a list of drivers participating along
with their selected charities or to
make a donation please visit
https://www.staffordmotorspeed-
way.com/2019-napa-fall-f inal-
ladies-challenge-entry-list/.  

The NAPA Fall Final Weekend
continues on Sunday, September
29 with the popular NAPA Pit Party,
a meet and greet with drivers and
teams, taking place from 11:00am
to noon.  Feature racing will begin
at 1:00pm with the SK Modifieds®
first on track followed by the Late
Models, SK Lights, and the Whelen
Modified Tour.

Discount tickets for the NAPA
Fall Final Weekend are available at
your local participating NAPA Auto
Parts Store.  The NAPA tickets in-
clude general admission for both
days along with a lunch buffet on
Sunday, all for only $38 per per-
son.  For a list of participating
NAPA Stores, please click the PAR-
TICIPATING NAPA STORES link
found at the top of the

www.staffordspeedway.com home-
page.

Tickets for the 47th Annual
NAPA Auto Parts Fall Final Week-
end are priced at $40.00 for adult
general admission tickets, $10.00
for children ages 6-14, and children
ages 5 and under are admitted free
of charge when accompanied by
an adult. Reserved seating is
priced at $45.00 for all ages. All
NAPA Fall Final tickets are good for
admission on both Saturday and
Sunday and ticket prices include
10% CT Admission Tax.  

For more information on the
47th Annual NAPA Auto Parts Fall
Final Weekend, visit Stafford-
Speedway.com, checkout Stafford
Speedway on Facebook or Twitter,
or contact the track office at 860-
684-2783.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

This weekʼs NASCAR Weekly Rac-
ing event has been cancelled due
to the forecasted showers and rain.
Two events remain in the 2019
season, First Responder night
scheduled for Friday, September
13th as well as the season ending
NAPA Auto Parts Fall Final Week-
end scheduled for Saturday, Sep-
tember 28th and Sunday,
September 29th.

Schedule for next Friday's First
Responder Night and Final Friday
night shootout can be found at
staffordspeedway.com. Discount
tickets priced at $10 for First Re-
sponders are available at the gen-
eral admission gates, day of event.

Discount tickets for the NAPA
Fall Final Weekend are available at
your local participating NAPA Auto
Parts Store. The NAPA tickets in-
clude general admission for both
days along with a lunch buffet on
Sunday, all for only $38 per person.
A full list of participating NAPA
Stores is available at stafford-
speedway.com.

Tickets for the 47th Annual
NAPA Auto Parts Fall Final Week-
end are priced at $40.00 for adult
general admission tickets, $10.00
for children ages 6-14, and children
ages 5 and under are admitted free
of charge when accompanied by
an adult. 

Reserved seating is priced at
$45.00 for all ages. All NAPA Fall
Final tickets are good for admission
on both Saturday and Sunday and
ticket prices include 10% CT Ad-
mission Tax.

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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