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Despite an early-
race mistake on pit
road, Martin Truex Jr.
advanced to the sec-
ond round of the play-
offs Sunday with a
victory at the
Chicagoland Speed-
way.
Other drivers
in champi-
onship con-
tention werenʼt
as lucky.

What was
supposed to be a shining
moment for the 16 finalists
in the playoffs turned into a
comedy of errors on pit
road.

There were 10 penalties issued
to championship contenders, prov-
ing again championships are as
much about not losing as winning.

With Truex and Kyle Busch both
dominating races most of the sum-
mer, many know their only chance
is to be perfect on pit road – and
hope the two Toyota drivers mess
up.

“Our focus was to make sure
that we didnʼt make any mistakes
ʻtoday and everybody at Stewart-
Haas Racing worked hard to work
on that gap between those cars
[Truex and Busch], but weʼve
known about that gap and feel like
weʼve closed that up and we knew
that not making mistakes was
going to go a long way,” Kevin Har-
vick said after finishing third. “We
saw the 78 [Truex] made mistakes
today, but they had a fast enough
car to recover from that. The 18
[Busch] didnʼt recover from his mis-
takes.”

Truex was caught speeding on
his first pit stop. Buschʼs crew was
caught jumping on to pit road too
soon. Both were forced to make an
extra pass down pit road for catch-
ing NASCARʼs watchful eye.

Kyle Larson and Kurt Busch
both were caught speeding twice,
while Ricky Stenhouse Jr. and
Austin Dillon also were too fast.
And Jamie McMurray was ordered
to the end of the line for a late
restart because he came onto pit
road while it was closed.

Although Kyle Busch won two
races to easily qualify for the play-
offs, car owner Joe Gibbs decided
to swap Buschʼs over-the-wall crew
with Daniel Suarezʼs. The team will
huddle this week to reconsider their
strategy.

“Itʼs just disappointing that we

had trouble on pit road like that,”
Busch said. “We just never had the
opportunity with how the cautions
fell to get back on the lead lap.
Weʼll get back to the shop and talk
about it, and really all we can do is
move on and put it behind us.”

Kyle Busch started on the pole
and he led 85 of the first
87 laps before the disas-
trous pit stop. Compound-
ing his frustration was the
fact he needed to stop be-
cause the crew didnʼt
tighten all the lug nuts.

“Just poor execu-
tion all around,” crew chief
Adam Stevens said.
“Made a lot of mistakes

on pit road and when you make
back to back mistakes, itʼs tough to
recover from it. A track like this,
everybody knows youʼre going to
get longer green flag runs. Youʼre
not going to have a lot of cautions
to get those laps back. We had a
fast car, best car Iʼve been a part of
here and just not much to show for
it.

“I havenʼt had a chance to de-
brief with them yet. I know practice
went really well this weekend, and
this week leading up to it. I expect
it to go well next week. At the end of
the day, we all have a job to do and
we didnʼt do it today.”

Busch wound up 15th, one lap
down.

Dillonʼs mistake put him in an
early playoff hole with a 16th-place
finish – and he only had himself to
blame.

“Itʼs just frustrating,” Dillon said.
“I put ourselves in a hole speeding
on pit road and just trying to get too
much. You talk about not making
mistakes, and we made one.”

Once Truex got back on the lead
lap, his No. 78 never slowed down.
But he knows he wonʼt always be
able to recover from future un-
forced errors.

“It wasnʼt that hard with the car
we had, thatʼs what makes the dif-
ference, Iʼm able to just get in there
and focus and drive the thing,” he
said. 

“Thereʼs only so much you can
do so you have to stay focused on
the task at hand, keep your head
down and keep digging and try not
to make mistakes. It worked out for
us today.

“The speeding penalty, I thought
ʻoh noʼ after last year we had to
come from the back. The car was
amazing and we had to keep dig-
ging and fighting and just did what

we always do.”
McMurray spun on the 169th of

267 laps. He came to pit road while
it was closed to get new tires to
avoid a blowout under caution. The
gamble – along with the penalty –
eventually paid off with a 10th-
place finish.
He left Chicagoland feeling lucky.

“Nope, there were a lot of issues

for people in the playoffs it looked
like,” McMurray said. “So, 10th-
place isnʼt bad. I think we finished
10th in one of the stages as well.

“We were faster probably at the
beginning than we were at the end,
but overall it was a good way to
start the first race.”

But everyone in the playoffs
agree they need to be better.
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Mistakes Were Made;

Some Were Overcome
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Welcome 2017 Race Fans!

Martin Truex Jr. poses with his very own Teenage Mutant Nija Tur-

tle after winning Sundayʼs race. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY)



By REID SPENCER

JOLIET, IL - Re-
member all those
playoff points that
were supposed to
carry regular-season
champion Martin
Truex Jr. through the
Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series

Playoffs?
He didnʼt need them—not after

what turned out to be a dominating
victory in Sundayʼs Tales of the Tur-
tles 400, the Playoff opener at
Chicagoland Speedway. Truexʼs
fifth victory of the season, his sec-
ond straight at Chicagoland and the
12th of his career was hardly a
cakewalk, even though the driver of
the No. 78 Furniture Row Racing
Toyota took the checkered flag
7.179 seconds ahead of runner-up
Chase Elliott.

In earning automatic advance-
ment to the Round of 8, Truex had
to overcome a speeding penalty in-
curred on a green-flag pit stop on
Lap 39 and loose lug nuts that
forced him to return to pit road and
restart deep in the field after the
end of Stage 1.

Though the victory eased
Truexʼs progress through the
NASCAR Playoffs—increasing his
playoff point total to 58—the win-
ning driver didnʼt consider it a state-
ment to his fellow competitors.

"I donʼt care much about state-
ments," Truex said. "Iʼm just having
fun. Iʼm proud of our pit crew for
doing what they did and everyone
on this team. Itʼs important to come
here and not let the pressure get to
you, and I think we did a good job
of that.

"Every time you go to Victory
Lane, itʼs special. Thereʼs just so
many people to thank. Iʼm kind of
speechless, but (team owner) Bar-
ney (Visser), and everyone at TRD
(Toyota Racing Development) in
Costa Mesa building great engines
and TRD Salisbury – (sponsors)
Bass Pro, Tracker Boats – just
everyone, thank you so much. Itʼs
a dream come true, and weʼre hav-
ing the time of our lives."

Playoff drivers claimed the top
six positions in the final running
order. Kevin Harvick was at or near
the front all afternoon and ran third.
Denny Hamlin was fourth, followed

by Kyle Larson and Brad Ke-
selowski.

Behind Joey Logano, who
missed the Playoffs, seven-time
champion Jimmie Johnson sol-
diered home in eighth in a No. 48
Chevrolet that lacked the speed to
compete with the contenders. Play-
off drivers Matt Kenseth, Jamie Mc-
Murray and Ryan Blaney claimed
positions nine through 11, respec-
tively.

Elliott was pleased with his best
run since Michigan in June. His 42
laps led were Elliottʼs most since he
was out front for 106 circuits at
Phoenix in March. But the driver of
the No. 24 Hendrick Motorsports
Chevrolet couldnʼt challenge Truex,
who led 77 laps and was pulling
away at the finish.

"Obviously, it would have been
great to battle with Martin a little bit
more," Elliott said. "We didn't have
anything for him. (But) from where
we've been to where we ran today
was a major, major step in the right
direction, frankly where we need to
be, where we deserve to be, to the
potential we can run."

Truex had the speed to over-
come his problems on pit road.
Others werenʼt at fortunate. Pole-
sitter Kyle Busch, who won the first
stage handily, caught a double
whammy after taking the green /
checkered flag at the end of the
first 80-lap segment. Eight laps
after a restart on Lap 88, Busch re-
turned to pit road because of a
loose wheel. On the stop, one of
his crewman—from the crew he
had acquired from Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing teammate Daniel Suarezʼs
team to start the Playoffs—was
flagged for stepping over the wall
too soon.

Busch served a pass-through
penalty under green, never got
back to the lead lap and finished
15th in one of the fastest cars in the
race.

But Buschʼs travails paled in
comparison with those of Ricky
Stenhouse Jr., who scraped the
wall early, incurred a penalty for a
commitment line violation and fin-
ished 25th, deepest in the field of
all the playoff drivers.

Kasey Kahne simply lacked
speed. He ran 21st, three laps
down and put himself in dire peril of
elimination after the Round of 16.

Kurt Busch, who had shown a
decided uptick in performance of
late, pitted on Lap 200 with a vibra-
tion shaking his No. 41 Ford and
promptly incurred a pit road speed-
ing penalty. The Daytona 500 win-
ner finished a disappointing 19th,
two laps down and will head for
next Sundayʼs race at New Hamp-
shire Motor Speedway with ground
to make up.

Austin Dillon sped on pit road on
the same lap Truex was busted but
couldnʼt overcome the mistake. He

finished 16th in the No. 3 Richard
Childress racing Chevrolet, seven
spots ahead of teammate Ryan
Newman, who ended the race
three laps in arrears.

Notes: Kurt Busch, Stenhouse,
Kahne and Newman are the four
drivers outside the Playoff bubble
heading to New Hampshire ... Dale
Earnhardt Jr. finished 17th, one lap
down, in his final run at
Chicagoland Speedway in the No.
88 Hendrick Motorsports Chevro-
let.
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Martin Truex Jr. Starts
NASCAR Playoffs with

Dominating Win at
Chicagoland Speedway

Martin Truex Jr. exits his #78 Toyota a winner of the Tales of the

Turtles 400 at Chicagoland Speedway, guaranteeing his spot in the

second round of the Chase playoffs. (JEFF ZELEYANSKY/GETTY

IMAGES photo)



By REID SPENCER

JOLIET, IL - Justin
Allgaier had the drive
of his life. Brendan
Gaughan was hanging
on for dear life.

But both drivers
were winners at
Chicagoland Speed-

way.
Grabbing the lead with a bold

move to the inside after a restart on
Lap 186 of 200, Allgaier, an Illinois
native, captured the big prize at his
home track—a victory in Saturdayʼs
TheHouse.com 300 NASCAR
XFINITY Series regular-season fi-
nale.

Gaughan rallied from an equal-
ized tire that put him three laps
down to finish 13th on the lead lap
and nail down the final spot in the
NASCAR XFINITY Series Playoffs.

With a push from regular-season
champion and JR Motorsports
teammate Elliott Sadler, Allgaier
powered his No. 7 Chevrolet to the
bottom entering Turn 1 on Lap 186,
passing both polesitter Erik Jones
and Ryan Blaney.

But Allgaier was far from home
free. A caution for Ryan Reedʼs
spin in Turn 2—under hard racing
against Darrell "Bubba" Wallace
Jr.—slowed the field for the fifth
and final time and set a restart with
seven laps left.

Once again, Allgaier surged into
the lead, with Jones chasing. But
Jones had changed lanes and
moved to the outside of Sadler be-
fore he reached the start / finish line
and was slapped with a pass-
through penalty that ended his win-
ning chances.

Allgaier took the checkered flag
1.772 seconds ahead of charging
Kyle Larson, who fought back from
a late pit road speeding penalty to
finish second. Sadler came home
third, followed by Daniel Henric and
Austin Dillon.

"Justin had a great restart
there," said team owner Dale Earn-
hardt Jr., who has three cars in the
Playoffs. "He found an opportunity
and seized it."

"This is incredible, man," said
Allgaier, who won for the second
time this year, the second time at
Chicagoland Speedway and the
fifth time in his career. "Iʼve been
fortunate enough to go to Victory
Lane here before, but on fuel
mileage.

"Today, my team, the 7 team, did
a great job… Coming down to the
end, I didnʼt think we had a shot. I
thought we were going to be top-
five, maybe. But those late
restarts—we got great restarts…
Weʼve got a lot of good momentum,
and, man, we want to go to Home-
stead and pull home this champi-

onship."
As Allgaier made the most of his

opportunity, his most formidable
competitors suffered from self-in-
flicted wounds. Jones, who led 94
laps, and Blaney, who led 28, both
drew pit road speeding penalties
under caution during the break be-
tween the second and third stages
and had to fight to regain track po-
sition.

Larsonʼs speeding penalty on
Lap 182 came too late for the driver
of the No. 42 Chip Ganassi Racing
Chevrolet to claw his way back to
the front.

"I had a shot to win there, and I
sped on pit road and had to restart
in the back, behind everybody,"
Larson said. "I definitely wasnʼt ex-
pecting to finish second, so Iʼm
happy about that, but a little disap-

pointed that I sped on pit road."
Battling to preserve a 25-point

edge over Dakoda Armstrong for
the last of 12 playoff berths,
Gaughan slowed dramatically dur-
ing the second stage as he fought
to keep his No. 62 Chevrolet off the
wall. But Gaughan finished the
stage, eventually got his three laps
back—thanks to three cautions in
the last 50 laps—and qualified for
the Playoffs.

"I think the last time I had an
equalized tire was in Winston West
racing," Gaughan said. "Man, we
held on for dear life for that ses-
sion. Three more laps, and Iʼve got
a top-10 out of it!
"We donʼt quit. We never quit. No
matter what the circumstances, we
do not stop, and today was just an-
other example of that."
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s Justin Allgaier Steals

Chicagoland

Speedway Victory

on Late Restarts

Justin Allgaier makes his excitement known as he celebrates in

Chicagoland Speedwayʼs victory lane. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOG-

RAPHY photo)

Race winner Just Allgaier (7) makes a dive past Erik Jones (20) after getting a teammate push from Elliott Sadler (1) as Cole Custer (00)

and Ryan Blaney (22) hang on the top of the track. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



JOLIET, IL -
Johnny Sauter served
notice that heʼs ready
to make a spirited de-
fense of his 2016
NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series
championship.
Ben Rhodes was

happy just to squeak into the final
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series Playoff berth—by the skin of
his teeth.

Sauter passed regular-season
champion Christopher Bell for the
lead on Lap 123 of 150 and drove
away to win Friday Nightʼs The-
House.com 225 by 2.005 seconds
over Chase Briscoe, who passed
Bell for second on Lap 136.

The race within a race between
Rhodes and polesitter Ryan Truex
was much closer. Fighting for the
final position in the playoffs, Truex
won the first 35-lap stage and fin-
ished fourth behind Bell at the
checkered flag. Rhodes came
home sixth and snagged the last
Playoff berth on a tiebreaker.

With the Playoff spot decided by
best regular-season finish, Rhodes
won on the strength of his second-
place run at Pocono Raceway,
where he beat Truex to the finish
line by a quarter of a second.

Sauter won for the first time at
Chicagoland Speedway, the sec-
ond time this season and the 15th

time in 214 NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series starts.

"This truck was unbelievable,"
said Sauter, who stayed on the
track during a caution late in the
first stage and had to battle back
through the field. "We had a great
truck yesterday (in practice). I was
worried with the Cup guys and the
XFINITY guys here the track might
change a little bit.

"We elected to try to win that first
stage there, and we lost a lot of
track position, had to fight to get it
back. And then I had a horrible
restart and lost a lot of track posi-
tion again. This is what we needed.
This is the momentum, the shot in
the arm… This thing was on rails
the last run."

Rhodes edged into the Playoffs
despite a performance he consid-
ered sub-par. A violation for an un-
controlled tire during a pit stop
under caution on Lap 38 sent him
to the rear. Later in the race,
Rhodesʼ No. 27 Toyota developed
a left rear tire rub after contact with
the No. 88 Tundra of Matt Crafton.

But Rhodes persevered.
"Man, I still canʼt believe it,"

Rhodes said. "They gave me the
hat (for playoff qualifiers), and Iʼm
like, ʻAre you sure this is ours?ʼ We
were tied, and we have the
tiebreaker. I canʼt believe it. The
truck… all night we struggled ever
since we unloaded.

"This has definitely our worst
performance overall, and it couldnʼt
have come at a worse week to do

it. But Iʼm glad weʼre in, and overall,
everything worked out for us."

Truex expected a close battle for
the last Playoff spot and was un-
derstandably disappointed to be on
the short end of it.

"Itʼs tough, but itʼs racing," Truex
said. "We did everything we could
do aside from win. We just didnʼt
have the speed for the 29 (Briscoe)
and the 21 (Sauter). I was good on
restarts. I felt like that was my best
shot, so I was really, really aggres-
sive on restarts…

"I had a feeling it would come
down to this. Itʼs been so close this
whole year."

Grant Enfinger, whose only path
to the Playoff was a victory, came
home fifth. Rhodes, John Hunter
Nemechek, Noah Gragson, Kaz
Grala and Myatt Snider completed
the top 10.

Briscoe, Nemechek, Grala,
Crafton and Austin Cindric join
Sauter, Bell and Rhodes on the
Playoff grid.
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Johnny Sauter Gets

Momentum-Building

Win at Chicagoland

Speedway

Johnny Sauter hoists the The House.com225 trophy overhead in

Chicagoland Speedwayʼs victory lane Friday night. (RONDA

GREER photo)

Hard racing was the norm Friday night. Ryan Truex (16) leads the pack as Chase Bristoe (29), Johnny

Sauter (21), Christopher Bell(4) and Matt Crafton (88) race behind to try and pass him. Sauter made

the final move for the win with 27 laps to go. (RONDA GREER photo)
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RIVERHEAD, NY
- Timmy Solomito
needed a win to keep
pace in the frantic
NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour champi-
onship race. He got it
at his home track.

The 25-year-old
from Islip, New York,
powered by Doug
Coby with four laps left
to take the Miller Lite
200 checkered flag
Saturday night at

Riverhead Raceway.
Solomito, dominant for the first

two-thirds of the event in the No. 16
Starrett Racing Ford, was outma-
neuvered by Coby in lap traffic for
the lead on Lap 155. The four-time
tour titlists Coby was poised for his
first career win at Riverhead, but
Solomito recaptured the lead on
the fronstretch on Lap 196 and
drove to the checkers.

It marked Solomito's fourth win
of the season and eighth of his ca-
reer. Earlier in the day he captured
the Coors Light Pole Award.

Coby held on for second with
rookie Kyle Soper third, Ryan
Preece fourth and Justin Bon-
signore fifth. CJ Lehmann, Dillon
Steuer, Kyle Ellwood, Eric Goodale
and Rob Summer brought home
the top 10.

Solomito had finished 15th or
worse in two of his last three starts,
and hadn't been to Victory Lane
since the last time the tour was at
Riverhead in June. After leading
the points after the first 10 races,
he had slipped back to fourth. 

The win brought Solomito to
within nine points of the champi-
onship lead, still maintained by
Preece with 500. Coby is second at
494 with Solomito at 491.

Prior to green flag, news broke
that 2008 Whelen Modified Tour
Champion Ted Christopher passed
away in a plane crash en route to
Riverhead, and his impact on the
sport was recognized in an im-
promptu pre-race ceremony.
Christopher had been scheduled to
compete in the event in the No. 82
Horton Avenue Materials Chevro-
let.

The Whelen Modified Tour will
return to action next Saturday,
Sept. 23 with the F.W. Webb 100 at
New Hampshire Motor Speedway,
the 14th of 16 races on the 2017
calendar.

The Miller Lite 200 will air on
NBCSN on Thursday, Sept. 21 at 6
p.m.

Rodgers Prevails at
New Jersey

MILLVILLE, NJ - Will Rodgers
continued his road-course mastery
Saturday.

The 22-year-old from Murrieta,
California, drove away from
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
championship points leader Todd
Gilliland en route to winning the
JustDrive.com 125 at New Jersey
Motorsports Park. The victory was
Rogersʼ second career win in the
series and his second of the sea-
son – both victories coming at road
courses.

Rodgers battled Gilliland
throughout much of the second half
of the race, making his final pass
on Gilliland on lap 40 of the 55-lap
event on the 2.3-mile road course.
He survived a late-race restart and
his No. 7 Solvang Brewing Com-
pany Ford crossed the finish line
2.430 seconds ahead of Gilliland. 

“Todd Gilliland is always great at
restarts,” Rodgers said about the
duel for the win. “I only have so

much time in these full-bodied,
solid rear-end stock cars. Itʼs kind
of tough to go from what Iʼve been
racing before to master restarts but
weʼre getting there. Iʼm happy with
the ones we had today. I was able
to get in front of Todd there and that
was the highlight of the race.”

The road-racing ace finished
second to 2014 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series champion
Kevin Harvick earlier this year in a
K&N Pro West race at Sonoma and
said it was Harvickʼs encourage-
ment that convinced him to run the
K&N Pro East races at Watkins
Glen and New Jersey.

“It was really good advice from
him," said Rodgers, "and Iʼm happy
we were able to pull off a sweep.”

Burton finished third, which al-
lowed Gilliland to push his points
lead to eight heading into the sea-
son finale at Dover International
Speedway on Sept. 29.

“I think this was a big step in the
right direction with the road course
package,” Gilliland said. “Just an-
other solid day for the Bill McAnally
Racing team. Itʼs been a battle for
the points lead and itʼs nice to add
a few points to that. Iʼm really con-
fident about our Dover package. I
was lucky enough to run the Truck

race earlier this year and get some
laps there. Itʼs going to be a huge
race for us but I have confidence in
everyone on our team.

Harrison Burton salvaged a
podium finish after falling back to
sixth during a restart in the second
half of the race.

“Iʼm with the best team in the
business,” Burton commented. “I
feel like we had a really good car
today, just missing a little bit. I
made mistake and got us behind
and had to burn the tires off trying
to pass everyone back. I felt like we
had a good car and were good in
practice, I just made mistakes and
thatʼs something you canʼt do if you
want to win races in this series. Itʼs
so hard to win and if you make mis-
takes, youʼre not going to win. Iʼve
got to get better and learn from ex-
perience.”

Jay Beasley finished in fourth
while Ronnie Basset Jr. was fifth.

Chase Purdy, Dillon Bassett,
Grant Quinlan, Max Tullman and
Ruben Garcia, Jr. completed the
top 10 at New Jersey. Purdy, the
leading Sunoco Rookie of the Year
candidate, is third in points -- 60
back of Burton and three ahead of
Ronnie Bassett. Ruben Garcia Jr.
rounds out the top five in points.
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Timmy Solomito celebrates in Riverhead Raceway Victory Lane fol-

lowing Saturday night's NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour win in the

Miller Lite 200. (Adam Glanzman/NASCAR photo)

Solomito Scores Crucial
Win at Riverhead

Will Rodgers celebrates in Victory Lane after winning the NASCAR

K&N Pro Series East JUSTDRIVE.com 125 at New Jersey Motor-

sports Park Saturday in Millville, New Jersey. (Mitchell Leff/Getty Im-

ages for NASCAR photo)



JOLIET, IL - They
may not have had the
best car, but they had
the best strategy.
Christopher Bell
bolted on four fresh
General Tires during
the final caution; then,
with a bold, bonsai
move on the high-side,
charged from the
eighth starting position
to the front over a
green-white-checker
finish to win the

thrilling ARCA Racing Series pre-
sented by Menards SCOTT 150
Thursday night at Chicagoland
Speedway.

Bell, in the No. 25 Toyota, had
barely a top-five car but got a big
break with 10 laps to go when
leader Michael Self, who led 29
laps, cut a right-front tire and
brought out the final caution. Bell,
under the direction of his crew chief
Dave Leiner, came down pit road
for his last set of tires, which gave
the Norman, Okla. driver the magic
he needed to get the lead.

"I was getting nervous," said
Bell. "I knew we were running out
of time...I'm just glad I was able to
capitalize on those tires. Today was
big for me. I was able to practice for
the (NASCAR) Truck race and race
this car. Don't know if we had the
fastest car but my crew kept four
tires laying there for us to bring it
home. Obviously an awesome ad-

vantage to have tires over every-
one at the end."

It also gave Venturini Motor-
sports, which grew its roots in the
Chicago area, a hometown win and
the team's first victory of the sea-
son.

"Really special day," Bell said.
"The Venturinis have always been
really fun to race with. To be able to
win again for them and to see how
happy they were in victory lane was
really special."

Bell, the current NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
leader, used the ARCA race as
practice for Friday night's Truck
race.

"Don't know how it happened…I
was just told I was going to run the
ARCA race and I'm glad I did. I
know that it helps me for tomor-
row…just gives me the confidence
I need going into tomorrow."

Bell, with a big surge on the out-
side on the last restart, was running
second by the time the pack came
off turn two. With a big head of
steam, Bell dived to the bottom and
drove underneath leader Austin
Theriault for the lead. Theriault, in
the Unicover Ford, finished second,
two-lengths away after leading one
lap.

"I was really tight and then
Christopher Bell passed me," said
Theriault. "Can't thank everyone
enough at Ken Schrader Racing.
We've been working so hard to get
our intermediate program better.

We knew some of it was aero and
some was the car…we had to bal-
ance the two. We've turned the cor-
ner. We wanted a solid run this
weekend and we got one. We ran
over some debris in that last cau-
tion and smashed the front bumper
in. With all the variables and all the
damage, I'm pretty happy with sec-
ond place."

Brandon Jones, in the No. 8 Toy-
ota finished third after leading the
first eight laps from the General
Tire Pole.

Ty Majeski showed his might
early on, driving past Jones for the
top-spot to lead the ninth lap. Ma-
jeski, in the No. 99 Ford, dominated
much of the race with 50 laps led
before Self surfaced at the front
and drove away from everyone.
Self, in the No. 88 Chevrolet, built a
three-seconds lead before his right-
front tire went down causing exten-

sive damage to his car. It also gave
Bell the chance to get four fresh
tires and ultimately compete for the
win.

Travis Braden, in the No. 27
Ford, led 12 laps in the back half of
the race after forgoing a pit stop for
track position. Braden held tough
until the final caution came out,
which allowed several front-runners
to pit for tires. Braden fell back to
11th in the final running order.

Noah Gragson finished fourth in
the No. 15 Toyota.

Chad Finley finished fifth in the
No. 51 Chevrolet. Dalton Sargeant,
Majeski, Shane Lee, Myatt Snider
and Bret Holmes completed the
top-10 respectively.

The ARCA Racing Series pre-
sented by Menards travels to Ken-
tucky Speedway next for the
Crosley 150 Friday night, Sept. 22,
Live on FS1.
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Bell Big Win at Chicagoland

Christopher Bell celebrates in victory lane after a bold move

landed him the win during a green-white-checkered finish. (arca-

racing.com photo)



CONCORD, NC -
W i n s t o n - S a l e m ʼ s
Brandon Ward drove
to his fourth Southern
Modified Racing Se-
ries (SMRS) victory of
the season Saturday
night in the Prelude To
The Shootout 125 at
Concord Speedway.
He also won at Con-

cord earlier this year on April 1st.
“We have an awful good car and

a great team,” said Ward in Victory
Lane.  “There are a lot of good
teams in this series and Iʼm glad we

won tonight.”
Ward started the season win-

ning three of the first four races, but
prior to Saturday his most recent
series win was on April 8.  Ward
had dropped from the lead to third
in the season long standings – 20
points out of the lead – but the win,
along with bonus points for the pole
and leading laps has closed him to
within six points of the top spot.

Burt Myers of finished second.
Point leader Jeremy Gerstner was
a strong third.  Danny Bohn of
Freehold, N.J. and Tom Buzze of
Maiden completed the top five.

The event – “Prelude To the
Shootout 125” was a reference to
the 15th Annual North South
Shootout that will take place at
Concord on November November

3rd and 4th.
The Southern Modified Racing

Series returns to action a week
from Saturday – September 30 – at
Hickory Motor Speedway.
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Brandon Ward Gets
Fourth Southern Modified
Racing Series Win of Year

at Concord

SALEM, IN -
Three time
ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by JEGS
Champion Johnny
VanDoorn took a big
step towards trying to
become the first to
ever driver to win four
series Championships
by winning Saturdayʼs
ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries portion of the
Central Transport
Glass City 200 pre-

sented by the Holiday Inn Express,
Hampton Inn and Courtyard by
Marriott at Toledo Speedway, in
front of a big crowd at Toledo
Speedway. This was the first time
the series had been a part of the
prestigious event that also featured
a 100 lap event for the ARCA Out-
law Late Models, which was won
by former CRA competitor JR
Roahrig.

“Itʼs great to get the win in the
first ever Glass City event with the
ARCA/CRA Super Series,” re-
marked a joyous VanDoorn in vic-
tory Lane. “I love this track, itʼs
always fun to race here. The car
was really good, that was a long
run and we just kept passing cars
until the end. Itʼs great to be locked
into the series Championship
event” 

VanDoorn started the day by
capturing the PlayZone of
Toledo/EDCO Welding Fast Quali-
fier Award, which was worth $600.
He then drew a nine for the events
inverted start, placing rookie Kyle

Crump on the pole. Crump shot to
the lead at the drop of the green
flag, while the rest of the field bat-
tled for positions behind him. The
events only caution flew on lap 10
when Rapheal Lessard, Dalton
Armstrong and Tristen Van Wierin-
gen got together with Lessard and
Armstrong both receiving damage,
all three cars pitted and were able
to come back out and race. 

The big surprise on the lap 10
caution is when leader Crump sud-
denly pulled down pit road with a
steering problem, handing the lead
to Spring Toledo series winner
Brian Campbell. Campbell would
keep the lead on the lap 11 restart,
with VanDoorn coming through the
field quickly to start his pursuit of
Campbell. It looked like it would be
another classic Campbell and Van-
Doorn battle for the win when
Campbellʼs car started to show
smoke and slowed to come to pit
road on lap 29, with his day ended. 

VanDoorn grabbed the lead on
lap 28 from the slowing Campbell
and started to distance himself
from the rest of the field with only
Harold Fair Jr. in pursuit. Both cars
raced through the field, lapping
through fourth place before Van-
Doorn took the checkers, almost
two seconds in front of Fair Jr.  The
win was VanDoornʼs third win of the
season putting him in a three way
tie for most series wins in 2017
along with Campbell and Travis
Braden. 

Fair Jr. got his second series
runner up finish in the three series
events he has raced in 2017. Fair

Jr. lost an oil line in the series last
practice session and looked to be
questionable on racing in the event,
but his crew went to work and got
the car ready to qualify and even-
tually race. 

Tyler Ankrum battled in the top
five throughout the race and got a
third place finish, earning the FLU-
IDYNE Cool Under Pressure
Award. Senneker Performance
Rookie of the Year competitor
Hunter Jack finished in fourth and
earned the Senneker Performance
Rookie of the Race Award and the
AR Bodies Cool Move of the Race
Award for his late pass of fifth place
finisher Brett Robinson. Robinson
picked up the Sweet Manufacturing
Sweet Move of the Race Award
after gaining eight positions to get
his fifth place finish. 

With the win, VanDoorn joined
Armstrong as the two Chase win-
ners in the first three events of the
series Championship Chase, earn-
ing each of them an automatic
berth in the series Championship
event, the Winchester 400 on Oc-
tober 8th. Sixth place finisher
rookie Logan Runyon and 12th
place finisher Wes Griffith Jr.
earned the other two spots to race
for the Championship at Winches-
ter by being third and fourth in
Chase points after Toledo. The
highest finisher of those four driv-
ers in the Winchester 400 will be
crowned the 2017 series Cham-
pion.  Jack was the only other
Chase driver, but came up short on
points to advance to the Champi-
onship event. 

The next ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries event will be the 46th Annual
Winchester 400 on the famous
High Banks of Winchester Speed-

way on Sunday, October 8th. Addi-
tional information on the
ARCA/CRA Super Series can be
found at www.cra-racing.com.

Most Popular Driver
Voting Now Open

For the fifth straight year, voting
for the Champion Racing Associa-
tion (CRA) powered by JEGS Most
Popular Driver Awards will be held
on Speed51.com in 2017. 

Beginning Monday, voting for all
four CRA-sanctioned divisions –
the ARCA/CRA Super Series pow-
ered by JEGS, JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour presented by Chevrolet
Performance, Voreʼs Welding CRA
Late Model Sportsman and
Lawrence Towing CRA Street
Stocks – is now open. 

The winner from each series will
receive a free hero card design
from 51 Sports, the parent com-
pany of Speed51.com, as well as a
custom 3′ x 5ʼ commemorative
banner to show off their status as
the most popular driver.   

To be eligible for the 2017 CRA
Most Popular Driver voting, racers
must be in the top 10 in their re-
spective seriesʼ point standings as
of September 9, 2017. 

Only one vote will be allowed
per computer per day and fans
must choose at least one driver in
each division for their ballot to be
counted.  Any voter casting more
than one ballot per day will disallow
all votes from that IP address. 

Voting will end during the early
weeks of November to allow votes
to be tallied.

Fans can vote now by visiting
http://speed51.com/most-popular-
dr iver -c ra-champion- rac ing-
association/.

Brandon Ward celebrates his fourth win of the year in victory lane

at Concord Speedway. (SMRS photo)
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SOUTH BOSTON,
VA - Matt Craig took
the lead just shy of
halfway and led the
rest of the way to win
the South Boston 150
Saturday night at
South Boston Speed-
way.  Craigʼs fifth Pro
All Stars Series
(PASS) South Super
Late Model win of the
season and the sixth

of his career further extends his
lead in the championship as he
seeks to become the first two-time
champion in series history.

“Unbelievable season, I canʼt
thank everybody enough, all my
guys have worked so hard on the
car all year long,” said Craig, driver
of the C&C Boilers Sales and Serv-
ice Chevrolet #54.  “The track is so
fast and so fun and we just had a
great race.  Itʼs just been an awe-
some year.”

The 2015 PASS South Super
Late Model champion, Tate Fogle-
man, started on the pole and
jumped out to a sizeable advan-
tage over the rest of the field at the
start.  Trevor Noles flexed his mus-
cle in the early stages, tapping
Brandon Setzer to move into sec-
ond on lap 15.  Ryan Moore looked
to have a good run going, but
slowed with a suspension problem
on lap 27.

The first caution of the night
would not wave until lap 54 when
Sarah Cornett-Ching slammed the
turn three wall while running
eighth.  Back under green, both
Noles and Craig were able to move
past Fogleman and into the lead.
Foglemanʼs night would end a few
laps later when he spun in turn four
due to a rear end problem.

On the restart, Craig would get
the advantage over Noles to take
the lead in turn one.  Local favorite
Austin Thaxtonʼs strong third place
run came to an end on lap 76 with
an apparent engine problem.

After several exciting moments
negotiating lapped traffic, Craig
was able to hold off Noles for the
win over Dave Farrington, Jr.,
Jared Fryar, and Jay Fogleman.
Rounding out the top ten were
Kodie Conner, Roy Hayes, JP Josi-
asse, Tim Pinion, and Thaxton.

The PASS South Super Late
Models will be again in action on
Saturday, October 21 for 150 laps
at Orange County Speedway in

Rougemont, NC, along with the
SMRS Tour Modifieds and Limited
Sportsman.

Spectacular PASS
Super Late Model

Score for Garrett Hall
at Beech Ridge

SCARBOROUGH, ME - Garrett
Hall of Scarborough prevailed in
spectacular fashion Sunday after-
noon in Pro All Stars Series Super
Late Model competition, just beat-
ing out nine-time PASS champion
Ben Rowe of Turner in a wild finish
that saw Hall's car need a tow to
Beech Ridge Motor Speedway vic-
tory lane.

Hall, who was seeming unbeat-
able on long green flag runs during
the second half of the 150-lap race,
saw a trio of late-race restarts put
both Rowe and the reigning PASS
Super Late Model champion, DJ
Shaw in contention.

Rowe took an aggressive run on
the inside of Hall on the final lap
and wheels were in the air as Hall's
defense of the lead was good
enough by a margin of .012-sec-
onds. It was the first Pro All Stars
Series victory of the season for
Hall. He won three races on the
tour last year.

Rowe, in championship con-
tention despite going winless thus
far in 2017, was the runner-up. De-
fending Series champion Shaw
was third. Both Shaw and Travis
Benjamin, who finished fourth, bat-
tle back after the race's first major
altercation, which eliminated recent
Beech Ridge and current Oxford
250 champion Curtis Gerry of Wa-
terboro.

Alan Tardiff of Lyman, who just

wrapped up the Super Late Model
championship at Oxford Plains
Speedway, rounded out the top
five. Derek Griffith, Glen Luce,
Donnie Colpritt, Dan McKeage and
Mike Rowe filled out the top-ten
rundown. Early frontrunner Reid
Lanpher of Manchester ended up
16th after late-race difficulties.

Jimmy Emerson of Windham
scored an emotional victory in the
40-lap PASS Mod race. It was the
second victory this season for the
veteran racer, but his first since
joining the PASS touring class at
what has been his home racetrack
since the dirt days more than three
decades ago.

Championship leader Ben Tin-
ker chased Emerson through most
of the race and earned runner-up
honors, in front of Mark Lundblad,
Jr. of Conway, New Hampshire.
Lebanon's Mike Carignan and
Matty Sanborn of Windham
rounded out the top five.

David Whittier raced to his first-
ever Beech Ridge Motor Speed-
way win in the 75-lap Quad Series
race for Street Stocks. Whittier
raced second in the race's early
laps before taking the lead away
from Quad Series points leader

Bryce Mains, who had wrecked his
car in a Saturday practice session.

Mains held off the rest of the
field to claim runner-up honors as
Whittier dominated the second half
of the race. Tyler King of Livermore
charged from deep in the field to
claim a well-earned, third-place fin-
ish. Kyle Hewins of Leeds was
fourth, followed by 2017 Oxford
Plains Speedway champion Billy
Childs, Jr., of Leeds.

Terry Merrill of Saco was domi-
nant in a 50-lap special event for
the Sport Series cars competing
weekly in the track's NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series. Mer-
rill started eighth and moved into
contention quickly, eventually out-
running Scarborough's Richard
Pelton to the checkered flag. Ben-
ton's Barry Poulin crossed the fin-
ish line in fourth position, followed
by the event's early racesetter,
Ryan Villacci of Falmouth.

The next Pro All Stars Series
North Super Late Model race is
scheduled for Saturday, September
23 at White Mountain Motorsports
Park in North Woodstock, New
Hampshire. For more information
please visit proallstarsseries.com
or call (207) 539-8865.
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Matt Craig Continues
PASS South Dominance at

South Boston

Matt Craig raced his way to his sixth win of the season with the

PASS South Super Late Model Series Saturday night at South

Boston. (LWpictures.com photo)

Garrett Hall takes the checkered flag as a hard charging Ben Rowe (#4) drives over him trying to get

the win. The #60 of DJ Shaw came in third. (Norm Marx photo)
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CALISTOGA, CA -
Donny Schatz passed
Brad Sweet on lap 25
to pick up his 18th win
of the season Satur-
day night at Calistoga
Speedway. Sweet,
who swept Friday's
event, held off a
charge from Shane
Stewart, who suc-
cumbed to a flat tire,
before giving way to

Schatz in heavy lapped traffic.
Daryn Pittman surged late for sec-
ond while Sweet settled for third.

Schatz assumed second on lap
10 after Shane Stewart was forced
pit-side with a flat tire and lurked
behind Sweet's Ollie's Bargain Out-
let No.49 as he maneuvered
through lapped traffic around the
half-mile. Sweet hiccupped in traffic
on lap 22, allowing the rest of the
field to close in. As Schatz began to
make the bottom work, Jason
Johnson pulled outside of Schatz
looking to make a move of his own.

"I knew someone was outside of
me. I had to go," Schatz said. Go
he did, as Schatz darted to the bot-
tom and slid up on Sweet to take
command on lap 25. Sweet tried to
return the favor but incidentally let
Johnson get by for second.

An open red on lap 27 set up a
three-lap dash to the finish. Schatz
was strong on the restart as
Pittman, who restarted fourth, slid
underneath Johnson and Sweet to
take second. The maneuvering be-
hind him allowed Schatz to go un-
challenged the final three laps and
score his 18th victory of the sea-
son. 

When asked about his troubles
last night, Schatz said, "It was just
one of those nights. You don't know
if it's a nightmare or a freak show."
"That's racing, you have to battle
through adversity. These guys
never stopped working and here
we are," he added.

Pittman, who was working out
the bugs of a new car, was happy
with the progress his Great Clips
No.9 made throughout the evening,
"We didn't start off where we
needed to be. But these guys
worked really hard and made some
great changes for the Feature.
We'll take this and build on it head-
ing back East."

Sweet, who set fast time and
won his heat for the second night in
a row, said, "I was trying to get runs

on the lapped cars and I opened up
the door for Donny. Still, it was a
great weekend overall."

Johnson settled for fourth with
David Gravel completing the top
five. Shane Stewart made it back
up to tenth from the rear. Austen
Wheatley picked up KSE Hard
Charger honors.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series now heads East
and will compete Friday, Septem-
ber 22 at the Eldora Speedway in
Rossburg, Ohio before heading to
the Lernerville Speedway Saturday
the 23rd for the running of the
Commonwealth Clash.

Brad Sweet Sweeps
Night 1 at Calistoga
CALISTOGA, CA - California na-

tive Brad Sweet swept the program
on Night 1 of the Wine Country
Outlaw Showdown at Calistoga
Speedway. Sweet passed Rico
Abreu on lap three and withstood a
charge from Abreu in lapped traffic
to pick up his fifth win of the Sea-
son. Abreu was light at the scales
after running out of fuel. 13th start-
ing Logan Schuchart finished sec-
ond with Shane Stewart completing
the podium. 

Sweet actually took the lead
from Abreu on lap two but a caution
flag gave the lead back to the
Abreu Vineyards No.24. Sweet
dove to the inside of Abreu to offi-
cially lead lap three and while he

statistically led the rest of the way,
it was not easy. Heavy lapped traf-
fic allowed Abreu to pull side by
side with Sweet on lap 11. Sweet
would clear a lapped car and re-ex-
tend his lead. While Abreu stayed
within striking distance for much of
the race, Sweet was able to cap-
ture his fifth win of the season.

Numerous cautions, including
one for fifth place running Kyle
Hirst, led to a handful of teams run-
ning out of fuel coming to the finish.
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series officials allocated for 60
combined green/yellow flag laps
before a fuel stop and that is ex-
actly how many laps the teams ran
as they took the checkered. One
more caution would have forced a
fuel stop. Abreu, who crossed the
line second, was one of the teams
that was out of fuel and subse-
quently his No. 24 was light at the
scales. David Gravel, who was run-

ning in the top five all race, was an-
other competitor to slow on the final
lap.

Logan Schuchart charged for-
ward from his 13th starting position
to finish second.

Shane Stewart finished on the
podium once again.

Donny Schatz battled issues all
night. He did not run hot laps, time
trials and limped through his heat
race before switching to a backup
car for the Last Chance Show-
down, where he came from ninth to
fourth. Schatz muscled his way
through the field in the early stages,
cracking the top ten (from 22nd) in
under five laps. The eight-time Se-
ries champion crossed the line
fourth. Daryn Pittman completed
the all World of Outlaws top five.

Kraig Kinser, 20th starting Bud
Kaeding, 23rd starting Brent Marks,
Jamie Veal and Jason Johnson
completed the top ten.
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Calistoga

Donny Schatz raced his way to victory lane at Calistoga Speedway

collecting his 18th win of the season. (Paul Arch photo)



BEDFORD, PA -
Completing a week-
end sweep against the
Arctic Cat All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions,
“Blackjack” Brian
Brown led all 30 cir-
cuits on Sunday night
at Bedford Fair-
grounds Speedway,
earning another
$5,000 in the process
to cap off a $13,000

weekend in Central Pennsylvania.
It was Brownʼs first-ever visit to the
Bedford County half-mile, ulti-
mately leading Findlay, Ohioʼs
Caleb Helms and Aussie invader,
James McFadden, to the final
checkers. 

Brian Brown is now the sixth dif-
ferent Arctic Cat All Star winner at
Bedford Fairgrounds Speedway in
six Series appearances; a statistic
carried over from Selinsgrove
Speedway when Brown became
the 16th different winner one night
ago.

“Hats off to my crew, everybody
on this FVP/Caseyʼs General
Stores/Impact team. To come out
here to Central PA and win two in a
row is a dream come true,” Brian
Brown explained. “We thought if we
could come out here and get a cou-
ple top-fives, that would be a suc-
cessful trip. I never would have
dreamed Iʼd come to Bedford my
first time and win. They call it ʻmo-
torsportsʼ for a reason and we have
the best engine builder in the coun-
try.”

Brian Brown and Caleb Helms
led the feature grid to green on
Sunday night. Brown earned the
initial jump, holding back Helms
and Trey Starks as the field passed
by the flag stand for the first time. 

Utilizing the top of the speedway
in turns one and two, as well as the
bottom groove in turns three and
four, Brown cruised at the top of the
running order undisturbed until
caution flags flew for the first time
on lap 11. Trey Starks, who was
racing for second at the time, was
responsible for the caution, slowing
as the leaders crossed the line to
complete lap 10; Starks would not
return. 

Green flag conditions soon re-
sumed with Brown returning to his
familiar lines in all four corners. By
the mid-point of the 30-lapper,
Helms was beginning to pressure
Brown for the lead, racing within

two to three car lengths, even while
in traffic, until caution flags flew
again on lap 22. The Findlay, Ohio,
native was working the top groove
all the way around the legendary
half-mile, making up the most
ground on Brian Brown at the exit
of turn four.

Including the pause on lap 22, a
total of three cautions between laps
22 and 25 interrupted Brownʼs
campaign at the front of the field,
each giving Helms another chance
to work around the former Knoxville
(IA) Raceway track champion. De-
spite Helmsʼ efforts, the restart on
lap 25 proved to be all that Brown
needed, slowly pulling away as
each lap clicked complete.

With the final Pennsylvania ap-
pearance officially in the books,
Tony Stewartʼs Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions will turn west
and hop the Pennsylvania/Ohio
border, anxious to battle in the
Buckeye State for the final four
dates on the 2017 campaign trail.
Eldora Speedway in Rossburg,
Ohio, will host “Americaʼs Series”
on two occasions during the final
four stops including a visit on Sat-
urday, September 23, for the 36th
Annual Four Crown Nationals. 

Joining all three national USAC
divisions, the Arctic Cat All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions will compete for
$5,000 during the Four Crown Na-
tionals showstopper; a program
that welcomed 37 entries in 2016.
Ian Madsen earned high honors a
year ago, holding back Chad Ke-
menah and Randy Hannagan at
the finish.

Those seeking additional news
and notes regarding the Four
Crown Nationals should visit Eldora
Speedway live on the Web at
www.eldoraspeedway.com.

Brian Brown Leads All
Laps at for Jim Nace

Memorial/National
Open Title

SELINSGROVE, PA - Adding to
a rapidly expanding resume,
“Blackjack” Brian Brown ruled Cen-
tral Pennsylvania soil on Saturday
evening during his visit to Selins-
grove Speedway, claiming the 35th
Annual Jim Nace Memorial/Na-
tional Open with the Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions. The
Grain Valley, Missouri, native led all
30 circuits at the historic venue to
score the $8,000 payday, ultimately

crossing under the final checkers
ahead of a pair of Central Pennsyl-
vaniaʼs finest, Brock Zearfoss and
Greg Hodnett. 

The Arctic Cat All Star victory
was the first of Brownʼs career, also
becoming the 16th different Arctic
Cat All Star winner at the Selins-
grove half-mile in 16 starts. 

“My engine builder over here,
Charlie Garrett, used to build the
engines for Jim Naceʼs car, as well
as be good really good friends with
him. Charlie told me that if I could
only win one race in Central Penn-
sylvania, let it be the Jim Nace Me-
morial,” Brian Brown explained,
driver of the Caseyʼs General

Store/FVP/Impact Signs/No. 21.
“This one is for Charlie Garrett.
This trophy is going back to his
shop. What an awesome job by this
whole team. We love coming out
here. The fans in this area of the
country know how to support sprint
car racing. Everyone knows how
special this race is. This is definitely
a dream come true; unbelievable.”

Despite leading all 30 circuits,
Brownʼs campaign at the top of the
running order did not go completely
uninterrupted. A series of cautions,
two of which on lap four for back-
to-back red flag incidents, were ob-
vious distractions for Brown. Traffic 

(Continued Next Page)
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Brian Brown celebrating his Bedford victory with a wing dance.

(Michael Fry/ASCOC photo)

“Blackjack” Beats the All
Stars at Bedford to

Complete Weekend Sweep



HAUBSTADT, IN -
Kevin Thomas Jr. of
Cullman, AL, won the
tenth annual “Haub-
stadt Hustler” at Tri-
State Speedway
Saturday night. The
win was worth
$10,000 plus another
$2,500 from Unique
Breedz. The KT Mo-
torsports Chevy pow-
ered DRC is
sponsored by Jeffʼs
Jam-It-In Storage and

Abreu Vineyards. The crew chief is
Davey Jones.

The 40 lap MSCS-USAC co-
sanctioned feature event turned
into another even Greater K & K
Show. The race was a dual to the
finish between K.T. and Kyle Cum-
mins. Cummins had pursued
Thomas lap after lap after leading
the first three circuits. Then Kyle
tested the cushion, defying the
wall, with two laps to go. A last lap
effort into turn three and out of four
produced a side by side dash to the
finish line. The winning margin was
a scant .05 second.

Kyle Cummins was the quickest
in group qualifying. His 13.624 sec-
onds lap earned a bonus of $500
from Unique Breedz. The track got
even faster as the top three finish-
ers posted quicker laps during the
feature race.

Thomas Meseraull finished third
with a competitive car and a steady
performance minus the break he
needed to catch the leaders. Chet
Williams was fourth in a strong run.
Williams started fifth and laid claim
to fourth on lap 3 and that is where
he remained. Meseraull was the
only driver to pass him. Tyler Court-
ney was next with a run from four-
teenth up to fifth.

The second five in the feature in
order were Chris Windom, Brady
Short, Robert Ballou, C.J. Leary,
and Justin Grant. Brady Short lead
all the movers with a gain of 14 po-
sitions to be recognized as the
Keizer Aluminum Wheels Hard
Charger of the Race. Chris Win-
dom gained 10 spots in moving up
through the 24 car field. Chad Boe-
spflug was eleventh which qualified
him to receive the Wilwood Tuff
Brakes Award.

The four heat races produced
winners that would also excel in the
feature. They were convincing vic-
tories for Thomas Meseraull, Chet
Williams, Kevin Thomas Jr., and
Kyle Cummins. Chad Boespflug

won the twelve lap B Main with the
top six of 15 starters to transfer to
the feature. The field was short one
car. Brian Karrakerʼs car was dam-
aged in a spectacular flip during the
second heat race. His car landed
upside down and lodged between
the wall and the lower portion of the
Best One billboard located at the
center of turns one and two. Ben
Knight also flipped his sprinter in
turn two during the B Main.

MSCS will be idle for two week-
ends and return to Tri-State Speed-
way on Saturday October 7th for
the Harvest Cup paying $5,000 to
win.  The rain date for this one, if
needed, is set for Sunday October
8th. The UMP Modifieds and
MMSA Mini Sprints will also race in
that program.

The UMP Modifieds raced in a
25 lap feature which paid $3100 to
win including the bonus provided
by Unique Breedz. Winner Trent
Young of Crofton, KY, led from the
fourth lap in his Motorsports Unlim-
ited race car. Young used a newly
installed big motor to his advantage
despite failing brakes making it dif-
ficult to hit his marks on the quarter
mile oval.

Twenty cars started an event in-
terrupted six times by incidents that
produced caution flags. Young pre-
vailed in restart after restart.  After
the last restart on lap 19 the field

began to string out.  Early leader
Matt Cooper of McKenzie, TN, fin-
ished second. Fast qualifier Mark
Lamont placed third. Dustin Beck
was fourth with Stan Beadles next
in rounding out the top five.

The three heat races were won

by Dustin Beck, Trent Young, and
Mark Lamont. The feature win was
Youngʼs third of the season at
Haubstadt. The Modifieds are
slated to run for $1,500 to win at
the season finale on October 7th at
Tri-State Speedway.
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Hustler Number 10 to Kevin
Thomas Jr.

CONCORD, NC -
As soon as Oswego
Speedway closed its
doors on the 2017
season last week,
DIRTcar Racing crews
began the arduous
task of once again tak-
ing the historic speed-
way back to its
dirt-racing roots, trans-
forming the Steel
Palace to a Clay
Palace for Racing's
Biggest Party.

For the second straight year,
Oswego Speedway will host NAPA
Auto Parts Super DIRT Week from
October 1- 8, 2017. 

This year, officials gained ac-
cess to the facility two weeks ear-
lier than last year in order to
prepare a better racing surface and
ensure the best NAPA Super DIRT
Week ever. 

Last week crews got busy skirt-
ing the asphalt with jersey barriers
to increase the height of the fa-
mous inside steel wall.

Then, during the weekend, mul-
tiple truck-loads of mulch were laid
down over the asphalt track to pre-
serve the racing surface, help with
necessary drainage, and simplify
the impending clean-up process.

Next, crews will dump nearly
9,600 cubic yards of clay on the
track - close to 600 truckloads - be-
fore the transformation is complete. 

The week will kick off with early
parking for campers on Sunday,
October 1.

Early Bird tech inspection for all
classes and competitors starts on
Monday, October 2. On-track activ-
ities will begin shortly after the pro-
cession of cars through the streets
of Oswego on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 4 at roughly 12 p.m. And the
Billy Whittaker Cars 200 is sched-
uled to begin at 2 p.m. on Sunday,
October 8, with opening cere-
monies at 1:30 p.m. 

Tickets and camping spots for
the 46th annual NAPA Super DIRT
Week are available by calling 844-
DIRT-TIX or by visiting Su-
perDIRTWeekOnline.com.

Continued…

came into the picture
for the first time on lap
eight which held up
Brown just enough to
allow James McFad-
den, Brock Zearfoss
and Greg Hodnett to
track down the race
leader. By lap ten, the
top-four were racing
nearly nose-to-tail
while navigating
through slower cars.
In Brown's favor, a
caution on lap 13
would end any further
challenges. 

The main eventʼs final caution
on lap 22 set up a clear track and
clean air for Brown, not reaching
the tail of the field again until the
mid-point of lap 29. The former
Knoxville Raceway track champion
was chased to the checkers by re-
cently crowned Port Royal Speed-
way champion, Brock Zearfoss,
and Greg Hodnett.

“I glanced up at the scoreboard

a few times and saw [Greg Hod-
nett] was moving around,” Brown
stated. “I knew I had to go out there
and lay down some good laps. I got
beat last week by trying to save my
tires and be smarter than everyone
else. It was ʻwin it or put it in the
fenceʼ tonight and here we are.” 

“Any half-mile really fits my

style,” Brown said. “This is just a
testament to our whole team. They
gave me a phenomenal car here
tonight. Itʼs not easy to just come
out here and run in Pennsylvania
for a month. It takes a lot of time
and preparation. It takes everyone
to believe in us and say ʻgo out
there and have some fun.ʼ”

(Brian Brown celebrates his All Star win at Selinsgrove. (Zack Bar-

ber/ASCOC)
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Transforming the Steel
Palace to the Clay Palace



KNOXVILLE, IA -
Mike Marlar became
the first driver in the
14-year history of the
Lucas Oil Late Model
Knoxville Nationals to
win in back-to-back
years - taking the
$40,000 top prize on
Saturday night at
Knoxville Raceway.
Marlar took the lead
from race-leader Josh

Richards on lap 92 and then sped
away for the win in the Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series-sanctioned
event.

Jonathan Davenport made a
valiant charge in the last five laps
to finish second after pitting for a
right-front, flat tire on lap 50. Jared
Landers, the 2015 winner of the
race came home third, with Jimmy
Mars and Jimmy Owens complet-
ing the top five drivers.

Davenport led the first 19 laps of
the race until Richards took over
the point. Richards then held the
top spot until Marlar got by him late
in the race. Richards had a right-
front tire go down, putting him into
the turn three wall. Richards
changed the tire and ran just a few
more laps before calling it a night.
He was credited with an 18th place
finish as his points lead over Tim
McCreadie shrunk to just 90 points.

Marlar returned in his Ronnie
Delk-owned, Rocket Chassis to de-
fend his crown-jewel victory.
"Tonight makes me feel really good
about being a racecar driver. That
wasn't a race, that was a battle
right there. With 25 to go, I thought
man I need to start going and give
it all I had. I let Jared Landers get
by me and then I got back by him
when he got high in turn one. I
thought now I am good. I could run
this thing to death. I think I could do
it."

"There was a caution as soon as
I got passed by Landers. Luckily, I
got back by him on the restart. I
don't think Josh was at his best
when I caught him and passed him
for the lead. I think he was having
an issue. This is awesome. I want
to thank Josh and Jerry for their
help. Without them I couldn't do
this. They are back at the shop
everyday working on the car. My
car owner Ronnie Delk and my wife
Stacy, thanks for all they do."

Davenport came up just short of
his first win in the event. "I had a

plan on that last restart and it just
worked out. I wondered where
everyone was going. Everybody
took off and went to the bottom of
the track. They just left the door
open for me and I took advantage
of it.   Our car wasn't any good in
traffic for whatever reason. The
best car won the race. Josh must
have been pretty good too. He
passed me early on. I just to thank
my guys for getting me back out
there after we pitted."

Landers sat out last year's event
due to an injury and returned this
weekend to score two podium fin-
ishes. "I hurt my tires by lap 50. I
was worried about it. I got up there
with Josh and I had some good
momentum going and I jumped the
cushion and it hurt me. I cost us
that spot. I will take a top-three.
That was a lot of laps there. I had-
n't raced that hard for a while."

Completing the top ten were
Brandon Sheppard, Hudson
O'Neal, Bobby Pierce, Steve Fran-
cis, and Tim McCreadie.

Mike Marlar Wins
Night #2 at Knoxville

Raceway
KNOXVILLE, IA - Defending

Lucas Oil Knoxville Late Model Na-
tionals winner Mike Marlar, came
from the seventh starting spot to
win Friday night's 25-lap prelimi-
nary feature event. Marlar took the
lead on lap 20 from Tim McCreadie
and then held off the field for the
win. Marlar's Ronnie Delk-owned
Rocket Chassis became the sec-
ond driver in the 13-year history of
the event to score a perfect night in
points.

McCreadie came home in sec-
ond, with the previous night's win-
ner, Josh Richards taking third.
Brandon Sheppard was fourth, with
Chris Simpson completing the top
five drivers.

McCreadie's Sweeteners Plus,
Longhorn would grab the lead at
the start of the main event. He led
one lap before Sheppard took con-
trol of the race on the second cir-
cuit. Sheppard held a healthy lead
over McCreadie for most of the first
half of the race, but McCreadie
slowly reeled Sheppard in, passing
him for the lead on the 18th lap.

A caution then bunched the field
up as McCreadie led another lap
after the restart and then Marlar got
around him for the top spot. Marlar

led the rest of the way to take his
second Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series win of the season.

Marlar commented on his win in
Lucas Oil Victory Lane: "When I got
to third, I thought man this is an
awesome race. Thanks to the fans
for coming out tonight, they saw a
good show. Ronnie Delk does not
have any bad equipment. I wouldn't
call it a back-up car, it's just the car
were using tonight."

Marlar will sit on the pole for the
$40,000 to win finale on Saturday
Night and was extremely pleased
with his car and team. "We had a
really good racecar tonight. My
crew is just awesome. They got this
car ready to go tonight. I have a lot
of hometown people up here help-
ing me this weekend and I appreci-
ate every one of them."

McCreadie had failed to make
the feature on Thursday Night, yet
rebounded to a runner-up finish.
"We were good down on the bot-
tom. We didn't need that caution.
You have to slow down so much
entering the corner that someone
on the outside has the momentum
on you. I thought it was going to be
Brandon [Sheppard] but it was Mar-
lar and those guys that know what
they are doing. We are going to
work on our car and hopefully get
better for tomorrow night."

Richards came from the eighth
starting position tonight to place
third. "The track was a lot slicker
tonight. We left the car alone after
we tried some stuff early on. Mike
did a great job. He has really fast
car and we are going to have to get
better to beat him tomorrow night."

Marlar's car is powered by a
Cornett Racing Engines and is
sponsored by Delk Equipment
Sales, RS Trading Company,
Sunoco Race Fuels, Integra, Mod-
ern Images, and GW Performance.

Completing the top ten were
Jimmy Mars, Chase Junghans,
Bobby Pierce, Darrell Lanigan, and
Gregg Satterlee.

Richards Wins
Opening Night of

Lucas Oil Knoxville
Late Model Nationals
KNOXVILLE, IA - Current Lucas

Oil Late Model Dirt Series point
leader, Josh Richards took the lead
on lap 16 from Jared Landers and
then held off Landers to take the
opening night of the 14th Annual
Lucas Oil Knoxville Late Model Na-
tionals at Knoxville Raceway.
Richards started ninth on the grid
and darted around leader Jimmy
Owens, who pulled out of the race
while leading.

Landers - who missed the
events at Knoxville Raceway last
year due to health issues - finished
second in the Larry Moring Motor-
sports, Black Diamond. Jonathan
Davenport finished third in the G.R.
Smith, Rocket Chassis. Brandon
Sheppard finished in fourth, and
Don O'Neal completed the top five.

The 25-lap race saw four differ-
ent leaders with Kyle Bronson, Lan-
ders, Owens, and Richards each
holding the top spot during the
race. The 29-year-old Richards
who has four second-place finishes
in the $40,000 finale on Saturday
night is seeking his first career win
in the crown jewel event.

"We had a really good car," said
the winner in Lucas Oil Victory
Lane. "I hate it for Jimmy. He had a
good car as well. I am not sure
whether an oil line came off or
what. Our car felt good on the bot-
tom. We need to work on it some
for Saturday's big one. That cush-
ion up against the wall was a little 

(Contiuned Next Page)
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Back-to-Back Knoxville
Nationals Championships 

Mike Marlar celebrates in victory lane after winning the Knoxville

Nationals for the second year in a row. Marlar also won the night

before. (LOLMDS photo)



ELDON, MO -
Making it three in a
row at Lake Ozark
Speedway with the
Speedway Motors
ASCS Warrior Region
presented by Impact
Signs, Awnings, and
Wraps, Jonathan Cor-
nell made it to Victory
Lane just as the rain

set in on Saturday night.
With no time for crews to work

the track as the ASCS Warrior A-
Feature was moved to the front of
the main event program, the track
was slick all the way to the cushion
as the green dropped with Danny
Thoman taking off with the lead.

Keeping pace despite several
cautions, Thoman was quickly
joined by Cornell at the front of the
field with the race going green just
long enough for traffic to come into
play as the No. 28 bolted to the
race lead on Lap 15.

Holding Thoman at bay for his
seventh triumph of the season with
the Speedway Motors ASCS War-
rior Region presented by Impact
Signs, Awnings, and Wraps, Danny
would hold onto second for his best
finish of the year.

Moving from ninth, Seth
Bergman made the final podium
step with Kyle Bellm and Miles
Paulus completing the top-five.

Having to rebound from the tail

after an early caution, Tyler Blank
raced through the field to sixth with
Blake Hahn seventh. Bryan Grimes
from 19th was eighth with Ayrton
Gennetten and Jon Agan making
up the top-ten.

The Speedway Motors ASCS
Warrior Region will bring the 2017
season to a close this coming
weekend with the 7th annual Hock-
ett/McMillin Memorial at Lucas Oil
Speedway in Wheatland, Mo. on
September 21-23.

For continued updates on the
American Sprint Car Series, from
the National Tour to any of the
seven regional tours that make up
the over 150 races across the

ASCS Nation in 2017, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com.

Josh Shipley Gets
First Career ASCS

Southwest Win
QUEEN CREEK, AZ - Taking on

Arizona Speedway on Saturday

night, Josh Shipley finally led the
most important lap of all to pick up
his first career victory with the
ASCS Southwest Region.

Bringing the overall list of win-
ners to 47, Shipley is the third, first-
time winner on the 2017 season.
Joining Kevin Thomas, Jr. and J.T.
Imperial, all three drivers earned
their first ASCS Southwest score at
the Arizona Speedway.

On point from start to finish,
Shipley was trailed to the check-
ered flag by Jesse Baker with Billy
Chester, Matt Rossi, and James
Aragon to complete the top-five.
Rick Ziehl sixth was followed by
Colton Hardy from the 12th starting
spot. Lance Norick, Jeff Lowery,
and Michael Curtis filled out the
top-ten.

Heat Race winners picked up
extra cash from Ron Gilson Pho-
tography, with the wins going to
Josh Shipley, Billy Chester, and
Jesse Baker.

The ASCS Southwest Region is
back at Arizona Speedway on Oc-
tober 7.

Continued…

too treacherous for
me. It feels good to
get a win tonight. "

"The car was re-
ally fast. This track is
tricky. We have never
won the big one here
at Knoxville so this
would be a good
weekend to get it
done. To get a big
night under our belts
like tonight means a
lot. We will work on it
tomorrow and hope-
fully be even better to-
morrow night."

Landers charged hard at the
end, but couldn't catch Richards
even in traffic. "Thanks to all the
crew guys for their help. This is a
brand-new car - the first-time we
have been on the track with it. I am

happy right now. We had a good
shot to win tonight."

Davenport took the third spot
after starting seventh. "I finally
found a line I liked out there. It was
tricky through one and two there.
We will take some good notes from
tonight and be ready for tomorrow
night." 

Completing the top ten were
Jimmy Mars, Dale McDowell,
Bobby Pierce, Shannon Babb, and
Chase Junghans.

Dirt Track World
Championship Goes

Back in Time with
'Throwback Weekend'

BATAVIA, OH - Another historic
celebration of the sport is in store
for fans during the 37th Annual
Rhino Ag Dirt Track World Champi-
onship - Presented by Optima Bat-
teries on Oct. 20-21 at Portsmouth

Raceway Park.
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series

announced a 'Throwback Week-
end' theme for the $100,000-to-win
crown jewel event that closes the
national tour's 2017 schedule. Dur-
ing the huge two-day racing pro-
gram participating drivers -
including the Lucas Oil Series' su-
perstar regulars - will unveil "throw-
back" paint schemes and wraps
mirroring the look of memorable
cars they drove earlier in their ca-
reers, adding a healthy dose of
nostalgia to one of Dirt Late Model
racing's most prestigious events.

As part of the 'Throwback Week-
end' campaign, a silent auction will
take place the afternoon of Sat.,
Oct. 21, in PRP's vendor midway
area during which attendees will
have the opportunity to bid on the
throwback door panels used by
participating drivers. Following that
evening's 100-lap DTWC finale, the

drivers will remove the doors from
their cars and autograph them for
auction winners.

All proceeds from the DTWC
silent auction, which will include
other various items, will be donated
to a relief fund benefitting victims of
Hurricanes Harvey and Irma.

Advance tickets to the 37th An-
nual Rhino Ag Dirt Track World
Championship - Presented by Op-
tima Batteries, which includes a
double-heat qualifying program for
the Lucas Oil Series on Fri., Oct.
20, are on sale now through Oct.
11. Advance three-day general-ad-
mission tickets are just $50 for
adults (ages 18-and-up); $30 for
students (ages 12-17); and $15 for
children (ages 7-11). Advance
three-day all-access pit passes are
$60.

For more information visit
www.thedtwc.com or call (740)
858-6661.
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Jonathan Cornell emerges from his car in victory lane after winning

at Lake Ozark Speedway. (Steve Eichelberger/ASCS photo)

Jonathan Cornell Outruns
the Rain at Lake Ozark

Speedway for ASCS Warrior
Region Score

Josh Shipley celebrates his first career ASCS Southwest win in

victory lane at Arizona Speedway. (ASCS photo)



Talladega
Superspeedway

TALLADEGA, AL -
What do spark plugs,
brake cleaner and go
karts have in common
when it comes to Dale
Earnhardt Jr. and Tal-
ladega Superspeed-
way? Theyʼre what
occupied the majority
of his time when he
visited the enormous
2.66-mile track as a
kid, years prior to win-
ning six races, includ-
ing a record four
straight.

Earnhardt Jr., who
will be vying for his seventh TSS
win in the Alabama 500 Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series
(MENCS) race on Sunday, Oct. 15,
has always had passion for Tal-
ladega and its extraordinary style of
“Super” Superspeedway racing,
but it was actually ignited as a
youngster in the late 1980s and
early 1990s.

While his father, Dale Earnhardt
Sr., was racking up wins at Tal-
ladega, an eager Dale Jr. tagged
along. Whether it was racing go
karts in the nearby city of Oxford,
AL or scavenging for 'treasure' in
the TSS garage, Earnhardt Jr. al-
ways seemed to have something to
do while his father was intimidating
the competition on NASCAR's
Most Competitive track.

“The little go kart track (Mooreʼs
Fun Center) was not far from the
hotel we stayed at,” Dale Jr. recalls.
“We used to burn through a $100
bill every night with my buddies
Mike Whitcomb (former car owner
Bob Whitcombʼs son), Scottie
Williams (son of former NASCAR
crew chief Doug Williams) and
Brad Means (son of low-budget,
veteran NASCAR independent
driver Jimmy Means).”

When he wasnʼt tearing up the
go kart track, Dale Jr. and his pals
were on the hunt in Talladegaʼs
massive garage area – scavenging
for whatever they could find from
more than 40 NASCAR teams.

“I was in awe about how many
brand-new spark plugs the teams
would leave laying around the
garage,” Dale Jr. said. “Brand new
bottles of brake cleaner and glass
cleaner were just discarded. Back
then, during the race, the teams
took everything they needed to the
pits. What they would leave behind
would be new spark plugs and
brand-new cans of this, that and
the other…. all kinds of stuff just
laying around. Me and my buddies
would box it up or carry it over to

Jimmy Means' truck so they could
take it home. I don't even know if
Jimmy cared, but we thought we
were doing something cool. We did
that (at the track), and even
begged people to let us wax their
race cars and whatever we could
get ourselves into."

Dale Jr. has come a long way
from being the ambitious kid in the
garage. In 1998, he made his first
Talladega start in the NASCAR
XFINITY Series, then two years
later in 2000, debuted in the
MENCS. Now, NASCARʼs 14-time
Most Popular Driver hopes to wind
up in Talladegaʼs Gatorade Victory
Lane in the upcoming Alabama
500. Itʼs his final start at the track
he calls "a second home" because
of so many great memories he
made on and off the track. A victory
would place him second on the
trackʼs all-time MENCS win list –
trailing only his father – who has 10
triumphs.

Talladegaʼs fall event weekend
kicks off Friday, Oct. 13 with a full
slate of on-track activity, including
practice sessions for the Alabama
500 and fredʼs 250 Powered by
Coca-Cola NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series (NCWTS)
event, both of which will play major
roles in NASCARʼs Playoffs. Satur-
dayʼs fredʼs 250 Powered by Coca-
Cola, where the field of eligible
championship contenders will be
trimmed from eight to six at the
checkered flag, is set for a 12 Noon
(CDT) start, while Sundayʼs Ala-
bama 500, the “Wildcard” second
race in the Round of 12 of the Cup
Series playoffs, will get underway
at 1 p.m. (CDT).

To secure your tickets to Tal-
ladegaʼs memorable race weekend
and see Dale Jr.ʼs final start log on
to www.talladegasuperspeedway.c
om or call the Talladega Ticket of-

fice at 855-518-RACE (7223).

Kansas Speedway
KANSAS CITY, KS - With a list

of movie and TV credits to his
name, actor Jay Hernandez is
adding one more credit to the list –
Grand Marshal of the Hollywood
Casino 400.  On Oct. 22, he will be
saying the most famous words in
motorsports “Drivers, start your en-
gines” for the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series Playoff race. 

“Itʼs great to have Jay as the
Grand Marshal for the Hollywood
Casino 400,” said Kansas Speed-
way President Patrick Warren. “He
is an accomplished actor in both
movies and TV and Iʼm looking for-
ward to having him at Kansas
Speedway.”

Hernandez starred in two of the
biggest summer movies of 2016,
the DC Comics / Warner Bros. fea-
ture “Suicide Squad” opposite Will
Smith and the R-rated comedy
“Bad Moms” opposite Mila Kunis
and Kristen Bell. He is currently re-
curring on the final season of the
hit ABC series “Scandal” for power-
house producer Shonda
Rhimes. He also reprises his role in
the sequel “A Bad Moms Christ-
mas” that will be released on No-
vember 3rd and reunited with
director David Ayer and Will Smith
on the Netflix crime fantasy “Bright”
that will be released on December
22nd. 

In 2006, Hernan-
dez also starred
alongside Nicholas
Cage and Michael
Pena in the 9/11 proj-
ect “World Trade Cen-
ter.” The story follows
three New York City
Port Authority officers
who volunteered to
enter the World Trade

Center after the planes were flown
into the towers. 

He broke onto the Hollywood
scene opposite Kirsten Dunst in the
2001 film “Crazy/Beautiful” which
earned him an ALMA Award nomi-
nation for Outstanding Actor. Other
shows and movies that he has ap-
peared in include, the family drama
“Max,” the hit series “The Expanse”
on SyFy, “Nashville,” “Last Resort,”
“Friday Night Lights,” “Ladder 49,”
“The Rookie,” and “Hostel” which
earned him a Teen Choice Award
nomination.  

Racing returns to Kansas
Speedway this October for the Hol-
lywood Casino 400 Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series, which is
an elimination race in the playoffs
on Sunday, Oct. 22 airing on
NBCSN at 3:00 p.m. ET. The
NASCAR XFINITY Series Kansas
Lottery 300 will again be a part of
the playoffs for the NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series on Saturday, Oct. 21 on
NBC at 3 p.m. ET, while the ARCA
Racing Series presented by
Menards will wrap up their season
and crown a champion on Friday,
Oct. 20. Tickets are currently on
sale by calling 866.460.RACE
(7223) or online at
www.kansasspeedway.com. 

General parking is always free at
Kansas Speedway and fans can
bring in one 14x14x14-inch soft-
sided cooler with their favorite food
and beverages. 

Fans can follow Kansas Speed-
way on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/kansasspeedway or
follow us on Twitter
(@kansasspeedway).

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - The patriotic

tradition of presenting the Freedom
Trophy at Talladega Superspeed-
way returns for its eighth race on
Oct. 15 and will be awarded to the
winner of the Alabama 500 Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series
(MENCS) race by former Navy
SEAL and HESCO BoneFrog Chal-
lenge Founder Brian Carney. 

First introduced in the spring of
2014, the Freedom Trophy has
quickly become a staple at

(Continued Next Page)
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Long before he won six races at Talladega Superspeedway, a young

Dale Earnhardt Jr., shown here with his Father Dale Earnhardt Sr.,

made the most of his trips to NASCARʼs Most Competitive track.
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Talladega Super-
speedway, helping
make it one the most
patriotic facilities in
NASCAR. The distinc-
tive trophy features
five-sided silver alu-
minum panels cen-
tered around a
waterjet cut star. The
panels are each en-
graved with a soldier
and logo from one of
our nationʼs five mili-
tary branches, setting
this remarkable piece
of hardware into a

league of its own. The distinctive
trophy has been presented to Tal-
ladega Superspeedway race win-
ners by a member of each of the
United States military branches –
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and
Coast Guard.

A native of Deerfield, Massachu-
setts, Carney enlisted in the United
States Navy in 1999, and upon
graduating high school in 2000,
joined at age 17. He achieved the
rank of Special Operations Chief
(SEAL) and fulfilled seven combat
deployments, while being honored
with the Bronze Star with Valor
three times. 

After leaving the Navy, Carney
founded the HESCO BoneFrog
challenge, the worldʼs only Navy
SEAL Obstacle Course Race
(OCR), which is also owned and
operated by U.S. Navy SEALs. The
Navy SEAL-style obstacle course
competition was held at NASCARʼs
Biggest and Baddest track for the
first time earlier this year. The chal-
lenge has three different lengths
and features a variety of 50 Navy-
SEAL like obstacles, many of which
Carney designed with inspiration
from the exact obstacles that Navy
SEALs use for training. The chal-
lenge will visit Talladega's enor-
mous 2.66-mile layout for a second
time on March 24, 2018. 

“At Talladega Superspeedway,
we take great pride in showing sup-
port to our nationʼs military for all
they do in keeping us safe in our
borders and beyond,” said Chair-
man of Talladega Superspeedway,
Grant Lynch. “The Freedom Trophy
is just another way for us to say a
heartfelt ʻthank youʼ to them. Weʼre
thrilled to have Brian present the
trophy to the winner of the Alabama
500 and express our gratitude to
him for his service to our country.
We are proud to honor those who
fight for our freedom.”

While the Freedom Trophy is a
renowned trophy at Talladega Su-

perspeedway, the track will con-
tinue to showcase its patriotism
with Johnny Rayʼs fan-favorite
semi-truck, which will drive down
the frontstretch sporting a gigantic
American flag during the playing of
“The Star-Spangled Banner.” 

The track is proud to offer spe-
cial ticket prices for all members of
the military and their families, as
well as first responders for its up-
coming race weekend.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - Texas

Motor Speedway has launched the
DFW Business Acceleration
Club that is created specifically for
local market businesses to engage
in an exclusive yet affordable part-
nership opportunity with the largest
sports venue in the state.

Texas Motor Speedway is inte-
grating three key elements into this
platform for Dallas/Fort Worth
Metroplex businesses that are in-
terested in taking a unique ap-
proach to business development.
The Business Acceleration Club
provides expansive business-to-
business opportunities via an array
of local partners, marketing assets
that reach the track's loyal fan base
as well as exclusive hospitality at
the speedway's premier NASCAR
and INDYCAR races. 

"As a result of various discus-
sions with companies in the Metro-
plex, we determined that we
needed to provide a solution that
helped businesses network and
drive transactions," said Texas
Motor Speedway Vice President of
Sales Jason Wonderly, who re-
cently joined the organization from
Penske Racing in early August.
"With that objective in mind, we
created the DFW Business Accel-
eration Club with the purpose of
providing strong and localized busi-
ness-to-business opportunities
through a number of assets and
deliverables that will drive a return
on investment.

With Dallas-Fort Worth account-
ing for 22 of the 50 public compa-
nies in Texas to be on this year's
Fortune 500 rankings as well as
being among the top 10 in the na-
tion for the number of small busi-
nesses, the DFW Business
Acceleration Club has the versatil-
ity to cater from the smallest to the
largest local companies.

For small to mid-size busi-
nesses, the Club offers affordabil-
ity to entertain clients, prospects
and employees at a major sporting
event and the opportunity to ex-
pand their business contacts. For
the larger or Fortune 500 compa-
nies, it's provides a viable yet low-

cost entry into the motorsports in-
dustry with room to grow the brand
in a variety of ways. 

With an entry point of $28,500
annually, the speedway has devel-
oped a turnkey program that en-
compasses all three of Texas Motor
Speedway's major races - the
O'Reilly Auto Parts 500 Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series race
Sunday, April 8; Texas INDY 600
Verizon IndyCar Series race Satur-
day night, June 9; and the AAA
Texas 500 Monster Energy Cup
Series playoff race Sunday, Nov. 4.

Texas Motor Speedway's DFW
Business Acceleration Club pro-
vides the following in these cate-
gories:

• B2B - In addition to a relation-
ship with Texas Motor Speedway,
the Club will help condense the
sales cycle for your company by
way of facilitating meaningful busi-
ness introductions with other Texas
Motor Speedway partners. The ob-
jective is to introduce, grow as well
as strengthen business relation-
ships that ultimately lead to trans-
actions. The shared VIP
environment will inspire meaningful
business conversations with other
like-minded decision makers that
take part in the program; the
speedway also plans on working
with partners to customize their ap-
proach so the assets work ex-
tremely hard in the way of driving a
substantial return on investment.
Examples include building cus-
tomized sales incentive or em-
ployee engagement programs that
ladder up to a particular objective
or objectives the company has in
place.

• Marketing - On-site visibility of
your company during all three
major event weekends, with brand-
ing opportunities on the world's
largest TV; full-page, four-color ad
in each of three race programs.

• Hospitality - A 15-person VIP
package the features a luxury B2B
suite with all-inclusive upscale food
and beverage for all three races;
VIP pit passes and cold garage
passes; stage-side access for pre-
race concerts by prominent musi-
cians and driver introductions;
exclusive access for four to the
post-race celebratory champagne
toast in the members-only Speed-
way Club, and VIP parking.

Club partners will have access
to take part in the Texas Motor
Speedway Partner-
ship Summit that will
be held in April of
2018. The summit
will condense the
sales cycle for the
partners by creating

direct and indirect B2B opportuni-
ties with the speedway and its affil-
iated partners that take part in the
program. The event will feature
guest speakers to discuss pertinent
sales and marketing topics, best
marketing practices in sports and
entertainment, and other topics that
are relevant to the marketplace.
There also will be updates and op-
portunities that relate to Texas
Motor Speedway and concepts to
generate a stronger return on in-
vestment.

The speedway also will provide
the unique opportunity for Club
partners to participate in a
NASCAR driving school. Through
the Team Texas Driving Experi-
ence, partners will get behind the
wheel of an actual stock car and
have the ability to reach speeds in
excess of 140 miles per hour on
Texas Motor Speedway's famed
1.5-mile oval.

Texas Motor Speedway will
debut the DFW Business Accelera-
tion Club with a soft roll-out for in-
terested companies for the AAA
Texas 500 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series playoff race
on Sunday, Nov. 5. The pricing will
be prorated for this event, but will
offer the majority of Club benefits.

"Many think you have to spend
six or seven figures to get into
major-league sports, but we are of-
fering a way to make your mark for
a small investment," Texas Motor
Speedway President Eddie Gos-
sage said. "It includes business-to-
business opportunities; inventory
with on-site visibility including Big
Hoss TV, the world's largest
TV; hospitality and a post-race
champagne toast with the winner of
our biggest races. No matter what
goods or services you have to offer,
this is a way for everyone to race
with the biggest and best in erican
sports."

With a crowd capacity in excess
of 190,000, Texas Motor Speedway
is among the largest sports stadi-
ums in the United States and fea-
tures an array of amenities,
including the world's largest TV,
that make it one of the premier ven-
ues in the world of sports.

For more information on the
DFW Business Acceleration Club,
please call the Texas Motor Speed-
way Sales Department at (817)
215-8518 or email corpsales@tex-
asmotorspeedway.com.
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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL -
NASCAR champion
Ted Christopher
passed away Saturday
after being involved in
a plane crash in Con-
necticut. He was 59.

Christopher is one
of two drivers to win
the NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series

national title and a touring series
championship. The Plainville, Con-
necticut, driver won the short-track
national title in 2001 and the
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour
crown in 2008. He was the win-
ningest driver at a pair of Connecti-
cut's historic tracks: Stafford Motor
Speedway and Thompson Speed-
way Motorsports Park.

He was one of two people on
board a plane that went down in
Guilford, Connecticut, Saturday af-
ternoon. The crash claimed the life
of both.

“We are all saddened to learn of
the tragic plane crash this after-
noon that claimed the lives of
NASCAR driver Ted Christopher
and the aircraftʼs pilot,"
said NASCAR Chairman and CEO
Brian France.

"As a championship driver on
the NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour and New England short
tracks, Christopher was a throw-
back to NASCARʼs roots. He was a
tough racerʼs racer, and his hard
driving style and candid personality
endeared him to short track fans
throughout the country. He will be
missed throughout the racing com-
munity, in the garage and, espe-
cially, in the hearts of his many
fans. NASCAR has his family and
friends in its thoughts and prayers
during this difficult time.”

Christopher was named one of
the top 25 drivers in NASCAR's
weekly series in 2006, when the
series celebrated its 25th anniver-
sary. In 2008, Stafford named a
section of its grandstand in his
honor.

Christopher made six starts in
the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series, 21 in the NASCAR XFINITY
Series, and two in the NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series. He
had 12 wins in 94 NASCAR K&N
Pro Series starts, and 42 wins over
29 year of racing on the NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour. He also won

six times in 19 starts in the former
NASCAR Whelen Southern Modi-
fied Tour and made a pair of starts
in IMSA's ROLEX 24 at Daytona.

Christopher had 131 overall
wins and nine SK Modified Division
championships at Stafford, and an-
other 99 wins at Thompson.

Christopher is also won of the
most successful drivers in the over
50-year history of the World Series
of Asphalt Racing at Florida's New
Smyrna Speedway. He has 10
World Series titles: He won the
tour-type Modified titles from 1998-
01, 2003, 2005 and 2009-11, as
well as the track's former SK Mod-
ified Division in 1991. He holds the
track record with five Richie Evans
Memorial victories.

He has been scheduled to drive
the No. 82 Horton Avenue Materi-
als Chevrolet at New York's River-
head Raceway. Prior to the race,
the 82 team drove the car in a cer-
emonial pace lap before a moment
of silence was held.

Stafford to Retire

Ted Christopherʼs #13
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT - Ted

Christopher, a hero, a rival, a leg-
end and a once in a generation
driver.  His first start at Stafford
Speedway in May of 1983 marked
the beginning of a journey, a jour-
ney that no one could have pre-
dicted.  35 years later the journey
comes to an end with statistics that
make you ask, was Ted the great-
est modified driver of all-time; 131
career wins, 109 SK Modified®
wins, and 9 SK Modified® Track
Championships.  

Friday, September 22nd we will
honor the man we all loved, our

hero Ted Christopher, and retire his
number 13 from weekly modified
competition at Stafford Speedway.

“Since Tedʼs first win in 1986 to
his last win on September 8, just 2
weeks ago, he has been a fixture at
Stafford,” explained Stafford GM
Mark Arute. “We will miss TC but
we will never forget him, we will re-
tire his number from weekly Modi-
fied racing at Stafford Speedway
this Friday.  The number 13 is and
always will be Tedʼs number.”

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - Taylor Ve-

lasquez secured his second con-
secutive Precise Racing Products
DCRP Sprint Car championship by
adding another Jerry Soderberg
Memorial Championship win in Sat-
urday nightʼs 25-lap DCRP vs.
URSS Sprint Car main event atop
the 3/8-mile Dodge City Raceway
Park clay oval.

While Velasquez added his third
win in the fifth rendition of the Jerry
Soderberg Memorial Champi-

onship, other season-ending win-
ners included William Nusser in
IMCA Modifieds, Brian Davidson in
IMCA Sport Modifieds, Angel
Munoz in IMCA Stock Cars and
Duane Wahrman in IMCA Stock
Cars.

In the 25-lap DCRP vs. URSS
Sprint Car feature, Turpin, Okla-
homaʼs Velasquez took advantage
of a mid-race caution to preserve
his second win of the season
aboard the Fronk Oil Co./Bearcat
Well Service No. 21x Maxim.

“That caution was a blessing,”
Velasquez commented in victory
lane.  “I kept working the bottom,
but I was getting tighter and tighter
and wondered if the topside was
coming in.  Then I saw him (Luke
Cranston) up there.”

With Steven Richardson and
Ray Seemann leading the way to
the green flag, Velasquez shot into
the lead on the opening round.
Seemann battled back, with the
duo trading the lead on consecutive
laps from the eighth to 11th circuit
until Velasquez moved to the bot-
tom portion of the track.

With Velasquez and Seemann
working the low line, Luke Cranston

(Continued on next page…)
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Sprint Car championship by winning the Jerry Soderberg Memo-

rial Championship. (DCRP photo)
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was rallying on the top
side and was poised to
race past both for the
lead when the raceʼs
only caution flew for a
turn four Lance Davis
spin with 14 laps in the
books.

Velasquez moved
back to the top on the
restart to keep
Cranston at bay, put-
ting the race in the bag
when he made quick
work of a pack of six
lapped cars with just a
handful of laps remain-

ing.
Velasquezʼ ninth DCRP Sprint

Car win since 2013 and third Jerry
Soderberg Memorial Champi-
onship event triumph was worth
$750, courtesy of Comfort Suites.
Velasquez beat Cranston to the
line, with Richardson launching off
the final corner to secure the show
position.  Seemann crossed the
stripe fourth with Brandy Jones
rounding out the top five.

In IMCA Modified action,
Larnedʼs William Nusser cashed in
on his pole starting position by rac-
ing to his second 20-lap feature win
of the season.

Nusser gunned into the lead at
the outset and kept Tracy Link at
bay throughout to break the string
of eight different winners over the
eight previous feature events.
While Nusser held off Link for the
win, Kale Beavers claimed third
while Clay Sellard made a late
push from his original 14th starting
position to snare fourth as he
claimed the track championship.
Mike Lunow filled out the top five.

After coming close a pair of
times earlier this season, Benning-
tonʼs Brian Davidson finally broke
through to capture his first IMCA
Sport Modified victory at DCRP in
the 20-lapper.

Davidson charged past early
leader Bart Baker on the fourth
round and then had his hands full
the rest of the way with Jeff Kaup.
Kaup slipped under Davidson exit-
ing turn four to take command on
the 17th round, only to have David-
son return the favor the next time
around.

Kaup made a final bid on the last
lap, but Davidson was up to the
task.  Kaup fell one position short
of a fifth win on the season, yet still
easily secured his fourth track
championship in the past five
years.  Baker crossed the stripe
third with Alex Wiens and Jarett
Lunow rounding out the top five.

Lamar, Coloradoʼs Angel Munoz
put the finishing touches on the
IMCA Stock Car championship by
racing to his sixth win of the season
in eight events in the 12-lap sea-
son-ender.

After leading early, Chris Oliver
made Munoz work for it as the duo
battled side-by-side for several
rounds before Munoz took com-
mand on the seventh round en
route to taking the checkered flag
ahead of Oliver and Ondre Rex-
ford.

Prattʼs Duane Wahrman made
one last bid for the IMCA Hobby
Stock title by picking off his third
win of the season in the 15-lap fi-
nale but fell short of the crown as
Reagan Sellard rebounded from
heat race issues to post a third-
place finish.

Wahrman battled past Jacob
Huse for the point on the eighth
round then held off a pack of chal-
lengers over the closing rounds to
post the win ahead of Huse, Sell-
ard, Tyler Walker and Bryan
Habiger.

The 2017 season at Dodge City
Raceway Park will finish in a big
way with the return of the World of
Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-
ries “Boot Hill Showdown” on Octo-
ber 27-28.  

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - South

Boston Speedway crowned its four
NASCAR division champions in
Saturday night's GCR Presents
Spaulding Equipment PASS 150
racing program, with Peyton Sell-
ers of Danville, Virginia emerging
as the track's 2017 NASCAR Whe-
len All American Series Late Model
Stock Car Division champion.

The championship was Sellers'
third career South Boston Speed-
way NASCAR Whelen All American
Series Late Model Stock Car Divi-
sion championship. His previous ti-
tles came in 2005 and 2014.

Sellers had a tough outing in
Saturday night's 100-lap NASCAR
Whelen All American Series Late
Model Stock Car Division race, fin-
ishing 12th after being sidelined in
the wake of hard contact with the
car driven by Josh Oakley of
Rougemont, North Carolina as they
battled for second place.

The 12th-place finish posed no
problem for Sellers, though, as he
had already clinched the champi-
onship.

Philip Morris of Ruckersville, Vir-
ginia won the 100-lap Late Model
Stock Car Division race by a big
margin, speeding across the finish
line 5.101 seconds ahead of run-
ner-up Layne Riggs of Bahama,

North Carolina. 
Morris took the lead from Sellers

on the 15th lap and led the rest of
the way in earning his seventh vic-
tory of the season at South Boston
Speedway.

Stacy Puryear of Danville, Vir-
ginia, Oakley and Brandon Comer
rounded out the top five finishers in
the race.

Craig Scores Fifth Win Of The
Season In PASS Super Late Model
150 Race: Matt Craig of Kannapo-
lis, North Carolina has had the hot
hand on the PASS South Super
Late Model circuit this season, and
he had the hot hand Saturday night
at South Boston Speedway.

Craig surged past Trevor Noles
of Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina
on lap 65 following a restart and led
the rest of the way to score his fifth
win in seven starts this season on
the touring Super Late Model cir-
cuit. His margin of victory over
Noles was .801-second.

David Farrington, Jr. of Jay,
Maine finished third, with Jared
Fryar of Greensboro, North Car-
olina and Jay Fogleman of
Durham, North Carolina rounding
out the top five finishers.

Garrett Wins Limited Sportsman
Division Championship: In the clos-
est points race among South
Boston Speedway's four racing di-
visions, Colin Garrett of South
Boston, Virginia won Saturday
night's 50-lap Limited Sportsman
Division race and, with the win,
won the division championship.

Garrett trailed division points
leader David Latour Jr. of Clem-
mons, North Carolina by four points
entering the race, with Trey Crews
of Halifax, Virginia sitting in third
place, two points behind Garrett
and just six points out of the lead.

Latour was sitting in second
place behind race leader Mike
Jones of South Boston, Virginia at
the halfway mark of the race and
looked as if he was in a pretty good
situation with relation to the cham-
pionship. However, Garrett and
Crews launched themselves past
Jones and Latour on the restart
that followed a caution flag on lap
25 to grab the top two spots.

Garrett led the rest of the race,
edging Crews by .399-second to
score his fifth win of the season at
South Boston Speedway. Jones
finished third, Latour finished fourth
and Daniel Moss of Danville, Vir-
ginia rounded out the top five fin-
ishers.

Layne Repeats As Pure Stock
Division Champion: Johnny Layne
of Nathalie, Virginia earned his sec-
ond straight South Boston Speed-
way Budweiser Pure Stock Division

championship in Saturday night's
30-lap Pure Stock Division race.

Layne finished sixth in the race
after spinning on the frontstretch on
the final lap following contact with
Harrison Walker during a battle for
second place, but it was a good
enough finish to allow him to win
the title.

Eric Crews of Long Island, Vir-
ginia scored a flag-to-flag win and
became the sixth different winner in
the division this season. He fin-
ished 5.588 seconds ahead of run-
ner-up Walker of Buffalo Junction,
Virginia.

Halifax, Virginia residents Matt
Epps, Randy Hupp and Bruce
Mayo rounded out the top five fin-
ishers in the race.

Crute Captures Hornets Division
Championship: Tyler Crute of Alton,
Virginia battled his way from his
12th starting position, passed
Justin Dawson of Nathalie, Virginia
with three laps to go and held on to
win the Budweiser Hornets Division
race that was shortened from its
scheduled 15-lap distance to 10
laps after multiple on-track inci-
dents.

Crute trailed division points
leader Kevin Currin of Chase City,
Virginia by 14 points entering the
race, but the win by Crute and a
fifth-place finish by Currin was
good enough to allow Crute to win
his first career championship.

Brent Clemmons of McKenney,
Virginia finished second with Timo-
thy Smith of Nathalie, Virginia fin-
ishing third, Mark Dawson finishing
fourth and Currin rounding out the
top five finishers.

NEXT RACE AT SOUTH
BOSTON SPEEDWAY: South
Boston Speedway will close out its
2017 season on Saturday night,
Oct. 14 when Americaʼs Hometown
Track hosts the CARS Tour for the
first time with the SoBo 250.

The SoBo 250 will be a double-
header event featuring the CARS
Tour Late Model Stock Cars and
the CARS Tour Super Late Models,
with both competing in races that
will go for 125 green-flag laps and
pay $5,000 to the winner.

Practice will be held from 1 p.m.
until 3:15 p.m., grandstand gates
will open at 4:30 p.m. and qualify-
ing will start at 5 p.m. A Fan Fest
will be held trackside from 6 p.m.
until 6:30 p.m., with the first race
starting at 7 p.m.

Advance adult general admis-
sion tickets are on sale for $10
each. Adult general admission tick-
ets on race day will be $15 each.
Youth ages 7-12 will be admitted
for $5. Kids ages six and under will

(Continued on next page…)
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be admitted free.
For additional in-

formation about the
SoBo 250 CARS Tour
racing program or any
other events at South
Boston Speedway,
please visit the speed-
wayʼs website at
www.southboston-
speedway.com or tele-
phone the speedway
at 434-572-4947 or 1-
877-440-1540.

Hickory Motor

Speedway
With championships yet to be

decided in 6 different divisions,
Cargo Transporters Championship
Night presented by NAPA would
prove to be a night of great racing
action.

The Renegades would lead off
the night with the #6 or Darren
Dickinson on the pole. David Has-
son in the #83 would take the early
lead. Dickinson would reel in the
leader with 2 to go and battle for
the lead at the white flag lap. Dick-
inson would grab 1st place with
Hasson close behind in 2nd. Justin
Austin in the #1 would finish 3rd,
R.J. Williams in the #21 would fin-
ish 4th, and the 2017 Renegades
Champion Kyle DiVanna in the #71
would finish in 5th.

The One Design Super Trucks
would be next on the track with the
first two in division points, Allen
Huffman in the #51 and Sheflon
Clay in the #15, leading the way on
the front row. Huffman would take
an early lead with Clay staying right
behind mirroring his every move. A
caution at lap 15 would bunch the
field for a restart. Huffman would
once again get the jump on the
start and move to the point, but
Clay would stay right on his tail. An-
other caution on lap 34 would set
up the championship battle for a
green white checkered restart.
Huffman would get the jump and
lead the final laps and take the win,
his second in a row. Clay would
hold on for 2nd on the night and win
the 2017 One Design Super Trucks
track championship. Colby White in
the #3 would have her best finish of
the season with a 3rd place and a
spot in the front stretch celebration.
Keith Norville in the #91 and Travis
Baity in the #70 would round out
the top 5.

The Paramount Auto Group Lim-
ited Late Models would roar to life
for the next 50 laps in the finale of
the Paramount Kia 'Big 10' Chase

for the Championship. Jeremy Pel-
frey in the #51 and Landon Huff-
man in the #88 would lead the pack
to the green flag. Pelfrey and Huff-
man would dive into turn 1 side by
side. As the lead pair would come
through the turn Pelfrey's car would
make an odd move and as he cor-
rected the car would turn hard into
the outside backstretch wall col-
lecting the majority of the cars that
were behind him. Pelfrey would for-
tunately be able to walk away from
his seriously damaged Champi-
onship car and be done for the
night. Pelfrey would have enough
of a points to secure the 2017
Paramount Auto Group track
Championship and also the 2017
Paramount Kia ʻBig 10ʼ Chase for
the Championship. Huffman would
take the point on the next restart
and drive to the lead until a caution
would bunch the field on lap 10.
Huffman would once again go to
the front until a single car spin and
another caution would fly at lap 23.
Huffman would once again remain
in the lead and drive on to the vic-
tory. The #18 of Alex Reece would
work his way through the field to
finish 2nd with damage from the
earlier incident. Pat Rachels in the
#34 would fight back from exten-
sive damage to finish 3rd as would
Monty Cox in the #21 as he came

home in 4th. Akinori Ogata in the
#14 would have his best HMS fin-
ish with a 5th.

The 4-Cylinders would roll off
with the #17 of Curtis Pardue lead-
ing the pack. Pardue would lead
early until a hard crash by the #9 of
Cody Combs would bring out the
caution. Combs would walk away
from the lap 9 incident. Pardue
would take the advantage on the
restart and drive on to the win and
the 2017 4-Cylinders track champi-
onship. Robert Trivette in the #11
finished 2nd. Allison Houston in the
#29 would finish 3rd. Brian Mundy
in the #6 and Robbie Lewis in the
#98 would round out the top 5.

The NASCAR Whelen All Amer-
ican Series Bojangles Late Models
would hit the historic 3/8 mile oval
with the #76 of Ryan Millington
leading the pack to the green flag
and the #12 of past NASCAR Whe-
len All American Series Bojangles
track champion Austin McDaniel
starting to his outside. McDaniel
would take the early lead and cre-
ate a comfortable lead for the first
25 laps. In stark contrast the #9 of
Charlie Watson would spend the
first 25 laps working his way
through the field and up to Mc-
Daniel's bumper. The pair would
make slight contact and Watson
would move by to the point. The

field would string out without bene-
fit of a caution. The NASCAR Whe-
len All American Series Bojangles
points leader #76 of Ryan Milling-
ton would settle in and ride in 4th
position, looking for his first track
championship. At the end Watson
would win in a dominating fashion.
McDaniel would bring his ride
home in 2nd. Landon Huffman in
the #75 would roll in late, but would
make the best out of his visit with a
3rd place finish. Millington would
finish 4th and grab the 2017
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries Bojangles Late Model track
championship. The #2 of Cody
Haskins would grab another top 5
with 5th at the Birthplace of the
NASCAR Stars.

The Cosmo Motors Street
Stocks would hit the track for their
30 lap feature with the #18 of Cody
DeMarmels pacing the field. De-
Marmels would jump to the front
early with the #77 of Mark Whitten
giving chase. DeMarmels would
flex his muscle and pull away leav-
ing the battle for 2nd up to the rest
of the field. Marshall Sutton in the
#64 would work his way through
the field and do battle. When the
checkers would fly DeMarmels
would take the top spot once again
with Sutton finishing 2nd. Eric
Evans in the #07 would finish 3rd
and Whitten would grab 4th. Kevin
Eby in the #03 would finish 5th but
take home the 2017 Cosmo Motors
Street Stock track championship.

The fan favorite Covington Den-
tal Smash & Crash series hit the
track with a single obstacle this
week, placed conveniently in be-
tween turns 3 & 4. From the stand-
ing start the cars would roar to life
make the mad dash to see who
could navigate the tire in turn 3 the
best and set sail for the next lap. As
the laps counted down the car
parts left on the track far outnum-
bered the cars that were still there.
Greg Austin in the #1, Ben Camp-
bell in the #69, and Angie Cook in
the #17 would have a furious battle
at the front but the experience of
Austin, as well as the mass of the
Cadillac he was driving, would
prove too much for his competitors
as he would take the checkers.

Next week Americaʼs Most Fa-
mous Short Track will be silent as
no events are planned, but will re-
turn to action on Saturday, Sep-
tember 30th, with the SMRS
Modifieds. 

In 3 weeks the Hickory Vintage
Swap Meet and Auto Fair with take
place October 7th and 8th. 
Saturday, October 14th will see the
return of the Knights of Destruction

(Continued on next page…)
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Charlie Watson is joined in victory lane by his wife and family

after winning another Bojangles Late Model Series win at Hickory

Motor Speedway. (SHERRI STEARNS photo)
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with the Bandit Big Rig
Series.

Racing returns to
Hickory Motor Speed-
way on Saturday, Oc-
tober 21st with the
running of the Cosmo
Motors Fall Brawl pre-
sented by Calico Coat-
ings. 200 laps for the
NASCAR Whelen All
American Series Bo-
jangles Late Models,
100 laps for the Para-
mount Auto Group
Limited Late Models,
50 laps for the One

Design Super Trucks, and 25 laps
for the Classic Sportsmen set the
stage for a great night of racing.

November 17-18 the PASS
Super Late Models return to Hick-
ory for the 300 lap Mason Dixon
Mega Meltdown.

For more information check us
out at: www.hickorymotorspeed-
way.com, Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram.

Five Flags Speedway
PENSACOLA, FL - For the sec-

ond year in a row, race teams will
have the chance to cash in big at
the Snowball Derby, and busi-
nesses will have the chance to get
their company noticed by thou-
sands of race fans.  With the 50th
Annual Snowball Derby on tap De-
cember 4 at Five Flags Speedway
(FL), the lap sponsorship program
returns after a successful debut in
2016.

The lap sponsorship program
was created one year ago through
a partnership between Five Flags
Speedway and Speed51.com. The
program will see all of the money
raised go directly into the racer's
pockets.

Racers will have the chance to
head home with as much as
$15,000 dollars in lap money in
their pocket at the end of the 300-
lap Super Late Model event. Each
lap is available for $50 as this is the
50th Annual Snowball Derby.

"With the help of our friends at
Speed51.com we'll be making an
all-out effort to sell every lap for the
Snowball Derby," said Tim Bryant,
promoter of Five Flags Speedway
and the Snowball Derby.  "Leading
a race like the Derby is where you
want to be anyways, but a little
extra cash incentive just might
make things more interesting, and
could potentially have some Crew
Chiefs re-thinking their strategy."

While the goal is to sell all 300
laps, the lap money will not be

guaranteed for any laps that may
go unsold.

As racers click off laps at $50
per, the winner of the race will also
win a top prize of $22,500.  With
the lap leader program in place,
that could set up one lucky driver to
win up to $37,500 if all 300 laps are
sold.

For information on how to pur-
chase laps, please
email tim@snowballderby.com or
call the Five Flags Speedway office
at 850-944-8400.  Laps will be
available on a first-come, first-
served basis.

For a full list of available laps,
view the 50th Annual Snowball
Derby lap sponsorship board by
clicking here. 

The 50th Annual Snowball
Derby will kick off on Wednesday,
November 29 with racing for the
first time in event history on a
Wednesday night.  The Pure Stock
division will be in action for a 50-lap
feature prior to the annual Green
Flag Pit Party and all-important
qualifying draw for Late Model driv-
ers. 

Late Models will hit the track for
the first time on Thursday, Novem-
ber 30 prior to 50-lap features for
the Sportsman and Outlaw Stock
divisions later that night. 

Friday, December 1 is the most
intense day in all of short track rac-
ing. It's qualifying day for the Snow-
ball Derby. Also on Friday night, the
Modifieds will get their spotlight as
they do battle for 75 laps to crown
their Snowball Derby champion. 

Saturday, December 2 is Allen
Turner Snowflake 100 race
day. Qualifying for the Snowflake
100 will begin at 2 p.m. CT. A 50-
lap last chance race for the
Snowflake 100 will immediately fol-
low qualifying. The 50-lap last
chance race for the Snowball
Derby will also be held on Saturday
evening at the conclusion of the
last chance race for the Snowflake
100. 

The green flag for the Allen
Turner Snowflake 100 will wave at
7 p.m. Also on Saturday night, the
Pro Trucks will race for 50 laps to
decide who takes their Snowball
Derby victory.

Sunday, December 3 is the
biggest day of the year in short
track racing. It's race day for the
50th Annual Snowball Derby. Pre-
race festivities will begin at Noon
CT. The class photo for the
50th Annual Snowball Derby will be
taken on the frontstretch at 12:30.
Driver introductions will follow at
1:15 p.m. The green flag for the
50th Annual Snowball Derby will
wave at 2 p.m.

More information on the 50th An-
nual Snowball Derby can be found
by visiting www.snowballderby
.com and www.5flagsspeedway
.com.

Antioch Speedway
MORGANTON, NC - Andrew

Durham #0 from Jonesville took
home the top prize in the special
Heintz performance modified May-
hem race Saturday night Antioch
Speedway. Chris Steele #M7 sec-
ond, Robert Poole #25B third,
Jesse Rocket fourth and Jeff
Robinson #14 rounded out the top
five.

John Reynolds #55 from Con-
nelly Springs passed Joey Barker
#16 on lap 5 and went on to win an-
other Heintz Brothers performance
Renegade V8 race. Barker second,
Buddy Diehl #57 3rd, Jake Brown
#27 fourth and Isiah Manis #8 fifth.

Duane Cook #17 from Connelly
Springs LED every lap on his way
to Victory in the Sri Thunder
bombers/psv8 division. John Mcel-
rath #63 pressured cook early but
could only muster a second-place
finish when his tires gave up. Mike
Brown #11 out battle Johnny
Reynolds #5 to finish third
Reynolds fourth and AJ Lynch #31
battle with Brown and Reynolds
most of the event but had to settle
for fifth.

Paul Butler #B4 from Morganton
won an excitement fielded James
Wagner welding Super stock 4
main event. Jimmy Millsaps #20
jumped out front at the drop of the
green with Trevor Chatham #00
and Butler in Hot Pursuit Butler was
able take the lead on lap 8. Butler
withstood a collision with Trent
Chatham #9 and when on to take
the checkered flag, Trevor
Chatham second, Trent Chatham

third and Millsaps fourth.
Chris Bulter #B9 from Morgan-

ton led flag to flag easily winning
the RPM graphics Pure Stock 4
main event. Logan Ritchie #92 sec-
ond, Curtic Barker #84 third and
Raymond Brelsford #52 fourth.

Antioch will not operate next
week in preparation for the next
weekend's big event 9-30-2017 the
last points race of the season
which includes the Heintz perform-
ance Blue Ridge Outlaw late mod-
els, Heintz Brothers performance
Renegade V8, Sri Thunder
bombers/psv8, James Wagner's
welding super stock 4, RPM graph-
ics Pure Stock 4, extreme front
wheel drives and Maddox energy
drink Young Guns.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - Jeff

Strunk, the defending winner of
Grandview Speedwayʼs Freedom
76, now has the distinction of being
the leading winner of the event at
seven having been in a tie at six
with Billy Pauch. Strunk took home
the checkered in the 47th Annual
Freedom 76-lap T.P. Trailers
NASCAR Modified feature in honor
of promoter Bruce Rogers who
passed away earlier in the year.
The ten-time NASCAR Modified
point champion picked up a hefty
paycheck of $30,000 in addition to
$100 from AARN for being the half-
way leader, the Danʼs Deli ½-way
hoagie award plus lap money and a
V.P. Racing Fuel award providing
he met the necessary require-
ments.

Strunk made up for a rather dis-
mal season at the 1/3-mile oval in
which prior to the night only won
one race and that was on June 3,
2017. Strunk and Craig Von-

(Continued on next page…)
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Andrew Durham is happy to share victory lane with his family Sat-

uday night. (ANTIOCH SPEEDWAY photo)
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Dohren, the 2017
Modified point cham-
pion, put on quite a
battle throughout the
race and Strunk com-
mented that Von-
Dohren, who is tough
as nails ran him clean
while the pair battled
throughout the race.
There were several
times Strunk didnʼt
know which lane to
choose since Von-
Dohren tried the out-
side and inside which
made Strunk change

lanes.
Through the luck of the draw,

Bob Trapper Jr. started on the pole,
but it was second-place starter Billy
Pauch that charged into the early
lead trailed by Doug Manmiller,
Strunk, Scott Albert and Brian
Krummel, who started third, sixth,,
fifth and seventh respectively.

By lap eighth the top three ap-
proaching lapped traffic and had to
use heads up driving.

Duane Howard, the winner four
times, slowed his pace on the 11th
lap for the first yellow and was
through for the night. The restart
had Pauch and Strunk side-by-
side, but when action resumed
Pauch washed up coming out of
turn four. Strunk took advantage of
the situation and motored the
Glenn Hyneman-owned/All Fab
No. 126 into first.

Within no time Strunk opened up
a commanding lead while Pauch,
Manmiller, Brian Krummel and Al-
bert chased him down.

Godown looped it in the first turn
setting up a seven-car accident in
which Nate Christman, running for
the first time all year, took a slow
roll for the 21st lap red. All drivers
were thankfully uninjured, but the
same couldnʼt be said for the cars
of Brett Kressley and Tim Buckwal-
ter as they were out of contention.
Christman later returned during an-
other caution, but he couldnʼt con-
tinue because he was three laps
down. Strunk maintained first on
the restart, but Pauch, Manmiller,
Von Dohren and Krummel gave
him no margin to error.

Strunk was able to increase the
distance as the race progressed
since Pauch and VonDohren bat-
tled for the runner-up spot because
VonDohren cleared Pauch on the
28th lap and took chase after
Strunk.

By the 32nd lap VonDohren
gained a tremendous amount of
ground on Strunk when the front

runners encountered heavy lap
traffic.

VonDohren had just moved
ahead, but before the lap counted,
a mandatory pit stop on the 45th
lap made the move void. The first
five on the restart consisted of
Strunk, VonDohren, Manmiller and
Kevin Hirthler, who started 22nd
and 21st place starter Jared Um-
benhauer. It wasnʼt long before
Kenny Gilmore joined the mix and
got past Umbenhauer for fifth.

Ryan Watt regrouped the pack
with 16 laps to go when he stopped
in the fourth turn for a yellow.
Strunk wasted no time punching
the accelerator on the restart be-
cause he knew VonDohren was
just waiting to pounce if he faltered.

Strunk never gave up until he
was in Victory Lane for his biggest
win of the year followed by Von-
Dohren, Hirthler, Gilmore and Mike
Gular, who came through from
27th. Rounding out the top ten
were Manmiller, Umbenhauer,
Krummel, Frank Cozze and Bran-
don Grosso.

Cozze, Hirthler, Justin Grim,
Brett Kressley and Krummel won
the five qualifying heats. Mike
Lisowski and Danny Erb won the
consolation races to advance to the
Schaeffer Motorsports Minuteman
20-lap race which was the last
chance to get into the Freedom.

Brett Kressley garnered an extra
$1,000 by winning the 10-lap Pio-
neer Metal Roofing Cash Dash.

Ryan Beltz, Willman, Billy Pauch
Jr., Rick Laubach and Matt Stangle
were able to earn starting berths in
the Freedom by being the top five
finishers in the Minuteman race.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - Sea-

soned veteran Ryan Beltz fought it
out with youngster Ryan Lilick right
down to the wire to go on and claim
a very popular win, Friday night at
Grandview Speedway in Bech-
telsville, PA, pocketing $1,500 for
his triumph in the fourth annual
Sportsman Freedom 38ʼer. With his
win, the 43-year-old Beltz became
the 13th different driver to earn a
Sportsman feature win this season,
taking his first win this season, the
second of his career and his first
since May 28, 2016. The win
makes Beltz the fourth different
driver to win the event in its four-
year race history.

In a companion 25-lap feature
event for the Mid-Atlantic 305
Sprint Series at the high-banked
third-mile dirt track, a dominating
triumph was scored by Kyle Smith
in his first visit ever to the track.

“I am certain I drove the only

four coil car at the track tonight to
victory,” announced Beltz, following
a roof dance in victory lane. “Iʼve
got to give thanks to Ryan Watt for
all the help he has given us this
season, plus Bicknell Race Cars.
We just went back to basics
tonight. We had a different engine
in and just havenʼt had a lot of luck
here the last few weeks. We had a
good race car and everything just
came together for us here tonight.”

Following the heat races the top
20 qualified cars, all, picked for
spots in a blind draw, with Brian
Hirthler, 35, out of Perkiomenville,
PA picking the pole to start, with for-
mer 358 Modified racer Doug Pan-
nepacker pulling outside the front
row. Beltz picked third to start in the
26-car starting field.

With the green waved by starter
Ray Kemp it was Hirthler setting
the early pace aboard his self-
owned No. 4* Four Star Letting
Sportsman mount over Pan-
nepacker and Beltz through the first
five tours. On lap 6 it was Beltz
moving into the runner-up role,
dropping Pannepacker to third.

With seven in the record books,
Hirthler had nearly a full straight-
away lead over Beltz, steering his
self-owned KAM Fueled Racing
No. 221 entry. 

Craig Whitmoyer, 42, of Ham-
burg, PA, who won the event  back
in 2015 and started from eighth Fri-
day night, was on the move and by
lap 13 he advanced into fourth-
place behind Beltz and Pan-
nepacker. A lap 19 caution slowed
things and regrouped the field,
erasing the big lead held by Hirth-
ler.

When racing resumed it was
Hirthler out in front again over Whit-
moyer, who ducked underneath
Beltz through turn 3 on the restart,
and Beltz now running in third.
Pannepacker fell back to fourth,
with Lilick, who started fourteenth,
moving to fifth.

By lap 25 Hirthler again started
to pull away, holding a comfortable
lead.

Lilick began to pick off positions
and took fourth with seven circuits
to go. A lap later, Whitmoyer saw
his night come to an early end
when his motor expired in a huge
cloud of smoke to bring out the
caution with six to go.

On the double-file restart Hirth-
ler selected to start from the out-
side, putting Beltz on the bottom.
With the green, it was Beltz out-
gunning Hirthler and becoming the
new race leader for lap 33. Lilick
advanced to third and took second
a lap later, as Hirthler dropped back
to third.

“He kept picking the top on the
restarts and I just kept praying,
eventually, Iʼd get the jump and we
did,” Beltz said. “Everybody was
going to the top and I figured, even-
tually, theyʼd rub everything away
up on top and I still had good grip
on the bottom. I got a good run on
him the previous restart, but he
held on.”

With a lap remaining, Lilick hit
Beltz hard, but Beltz held on, as
they battled for the win.

“When he hit me I wound up los-
ing my brakes. That last lap I was
driving it balls to the wall or else
without brakes,” explained the
driver out of Schwenksville, PA. “I
figured at the end if he went high Iʼd
go low and if he stayed low Iʼd go
high. I wasnʼt about to give it away
and settle for second.”

Racing through turns 3 and 4
with the checkered waving, Lilick
drifted up to the top to protect, as
Beltz drove it in on the bottom.
Beltz had the edge exiting turn 4
and crossed the line first, winning
by a narrow margin over Lilick at
the line.

Third went to Hirthler, trailed by
Brad Grim, Brett Gilmore and Brian
Papiez, who started the event from
21st with the original green.

Heat races for 50 Sportsman en-
tries were won by Hirthler, Mike
Lisowski, Ryan Higgs and Beltz.
Twin consolations went out to Pa-
piez and Matt Stangle.

In the 25-lap Mid-Atlantic Sprint
Series (MASS) feature race it was
Brian Krummel, who started out-
side the front row taking the early
lead over pole sitter Steph Carberry
and third-starter Austin Bishop. By
lap 6, Krummel held a safe lead.

Lap 12 it was still Krummel set-
ting a torrid pace, as Bishop slipped
into second, as the leaders raced
through heavy slower, lapped traf-
fic. Carberry fell into third. A lap
later, Samantha Lieberman spun
out in turn 3, as Bishop tried to
avoid the spinning car. Bishop
darted to the outside and smacked
the boiler plate wall hard to bring
out the red at the crossed flags.

With the restart it was Carberry
outracing Krummel off turn 4 to be-
come the new race leader. Smith
roared into second spot, with Krum-
mel falling to third. Smith quickly
went by Carberry to become the
new race leader, with Carberry
dropping to second on lap 15. A lap
later Krummel spun it out in turn 2
to bring out a caution.

Smith retook the top spot in front
of Carberry and by lap 21 Smith
was nearly a full straightaway out in
front of Carberry. Eddie Wagner

(Continued on next page…)
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was running third, with
Dave Brown now
fourth.

Smith easily se-
cured the win, with
Carberry, Wagner,
Eddie Strada and Tim
Tanner Jr. chasing
him.

Heat races for 30
Sprint Cars were
claimed by Wagner,
Bishop and Krummel.
The consolation win
went to Stephanie
Dodson.

Some 25 358
Modified cars were also on hand
for several practice sessions
throughout the evening of racing.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action with a 5-Star Se-
ries program.  Taking feature wins
on the night were Matt Galko, who
outlasted Chase Dowling, Ryan
Preece, and Ted Christopher in
thrilling side by side duel that went
on for 20 laps to win the SK Modi-
fied® feature, Michael Bennett took
down his fourth win of the season
in the Late Model feature, Brett
Gonyaw scored his second win in
the SK Light feature, Duane
Provost won his third race of the
season in the Ltd. Late Model fea-
ture, and Nicole Chambrello scored
her first DARE Stock feature win in
nearly two years to the day.
In the 40-lap SK Modified® feature
event, Cam McDermott and Tyler
Hines were side by side for the first
lap dueling for the lead and on lap-
2 Glen Reen nearly went 3-wide for
the lead but backed out of the
move.  With 4 laps complete it was
still Hines and McDermott side by
side for the lead with Reen in third.
Matt Galko and Keith Rocco were
side by side for fourth behind them.

The order continued to shuffle
as Hines got clear to the lead with
Reen behind him in second.  Galko
was by himself in third with Chase
Dowling and McDermott side by
side for fourth with Tom Bolles in
sixth.  Reen moved to the front on
lap-9 with a move in turns 1+2 and
Galko came with him into second.
Dowling also followed the two lead-
ers by Hines as he moved into third
with Hines slotting into line in fourth
with Bolles fifth and Eric Berndt in
sixth.  

Dowling got by Galko on lap-12
to move into second and Ryan
Preece moved into sixth after start-

ing in the back of the pack.  With 15
laps complete the order was Dowl-
ing out front with Reen, Galko, and
Hines behind him.  Preece got by
Bolles for fifth just as the caution
came out for a multi-car spin be-
hind him that involved Joey Muc-
ciacciaro, Jr., Payton Henry, Dan
Avery, and D.J. Burnham.

Dowling took the lead back
under green with Galko in second.
The field stacked up a bit in turn 4
but everyone was able to gather
their cars up and it was Preece
emerging in third with Bolles in
fourth and Berndt fifth before the
caution came out with 17 laps com-
plete for a spin on the backstretch
involving Tony Membrino, Jr. and
Rocco.

Stephen Kopcik got loose on the
restart and came to a stop in turn 2
to bring the caution right back out.
Dowling took the lead on the restart
but only one lap could be com-
pleted before a melee broke out
coming out of turn 4 with Nick
Salva, Josh Wood, Mike Christo-
pher, Jr., Todd Owen, and Tommy
Membrino, Jr., all involved to bring
the caution back out.

Galko got a good run in the out-
side lane and took the lead from
Dowling on the restart.  Dowling
and Reen were side by side for
second with Preece and Berndt
side by side for fourth.  With 20 laps
complete, Berndtʼs car got turned
into the frontstretch wall to bring the
caution out.  

Galko and Dowling were side by
side for the lead back under green
with Reen and Preece side by side
for third with Ted Christopher up to
fifth.  The two lead duos were still
side by side until lap-25 when
Preece got clear of Reen and took
third.  Christopher was now on the
outside of Reen in a fight for fourth
as Galko and Dowling were still
side by side for the lead.  

With 28 laps complete, Galko
and Dowling were still side by side
for the lead but it was now single
file behind the two leaders with
Preece, Christopher, and Reen
making up the top-5 with Bolles still
hanging strong in sixth.  

With 5 laps to go, Galko and
Dowling were still side by side for
the racve lead with Preece,
Christopher, and Reen lined up be-
hind them.  As they completed lap-
36 it was now two by two as Galko
and Dowling were out front with
Preece and Christopher and lined
up behind them.  

As they took the white flag, it
was a 5-car train for the lead.
Galko was able to get a good run
coming out of turn 4 to beat Dowl-
ing and Preece to the line by a car

length.  Dowling took second by
inches over Preece with Christo-
pher beating Reen to the line by
inches for fourth place.  

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, Matt Vassar took the lead at
the green and he led the first three
laps before Michael Bennett moved
to the front with a pass in turn 2.
Kevin Gambacorta and Josh Wood
were sice by side for third with
Gambacorta finally getting the spot
on lap-4.  Tyler Leary was now side
by side with Wood for fourth with
Tom Fearn behind them in sixth.
Leary got clear of Wood and Fearn
got around Wood to move into fifth
on lap-6 with Bennett, Vassar, and
Gambacorta still making up the top-
3.  

Woodʼs car dropped off the pace
on lap-9 and he slowly made his
way to pit road.  After a quick pit
stop, he came back out on track a
lap down.  Bennett was still leading
Vassar but the battle for third was
heating up with Gambacorta,
Leary, and Fearn all nose to tail.

Leary got around Gambacorta
and then Fearn was able to get by
Gambacorta to move into fourth on
lap-18 and Glen Reen muscled his
way by Gambacorta right behind
Fearn to take fifth and drop Gam-
bacorta back to sixth.  With 9 laps
to go, Reen was all over the back
bumper of Fearn in a fight four
fourth as Bennett continued to hold
the lead with Vassar in second and
Leary in third.  

Reenʼs car dropped off the pace
on lap-28 while at the front Vassar
was closing down the gap to Ben-
nett.  Vassar ran out of laps as Ben-
nett took down his fourth win of the
2017 season.  Leary finished third
with Fearn and Gambacorta round-
ing out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light Modified
feature, the feature got started with
a bang as several cars touched
wheels at the start and Cassandra
Cole, Kyle Jette, and Joe Graf, Jr.
all took damage to their cars which
brought the yellow and red flags
out before the first lap could be
completed.

The restart saw a pileup in turn1
involving Marcello Rufrano, Ed
Chicoski, Rit Dulac, Norm Sears,
Tony Santangelo and Amanda
West to bring the yellow flag back
out before a lap could be com-
pleted.

Todd Douillard took the lead on
the third restart with Glenn Korner
moving into second.  Wesley
Prucker took third with Joey Fer-
rigno and Bob Charland side by
side for fourth.  

Prucker made a move around
Douillard to take the lead on lap-7

while behind the two leaders, Joey
Ferrigno pulled alongside Brett
Gonyaw in a bid for third.  Gonyaw
was able to hold Ferrigno off and
he went outside of Douillard to take
second on lap-10.  Douillard
slotted into third with Ferrigno in
fourth and David Arute was side by
side with Dan Wesson for fifth.
Arute made the pass on Wesson
on lap-13 to take fourth as Gonyaw
was looking to take the lead from
Prucker.  The action heated up be-
hind the leaders as Arute went to
the outside groove to move into
third with Wesson moving into
fourth.  Douillard spun coming out
of turn 4 to bring the caution out
with 15 laps complete.

The field went back to green
with Gonyaw and Prucker side by
side for the lead with Arute and
Wesson side by side for third be-
hind them.  With 18 laps complete,
Gonyaw had the lead with Prucker
and Wesson side by side for sec-
ond with Arute in fourth and Cory
DiMatteo in fifth.  Prucker made
one last ditch effort in turn 3 on the
final lap but wasnʼt able to muster
up enough momentum to complete
the pass as the top-4 came across
the line in what looked like a race
speed pace lap.  Gonyaw beat
Prucker to the line by inches with
Wesson taking third from Arute by
inches with DiMatteo rounding out
the top-5.

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature event, Gary Patnode took
the lead at the green and he led the
first lap before giving way to Robert
Bloxsom, III on lap-2.  Duane
Provost followed Bloxsom past
Patnode to take second and drop
Patnode back to third.  Al Saunders
was fourth with his twin brother Cliff
right behind him in fifth place.  

The order remained the same
until lap-8 when the Saunders twins
both got by Patnode to move into
third and fourth.  Alexandra Fearn
followed the Saunders twins by
Patnode to take fifth as Patnode
slid back to sixth.  Provost was ap-
plying heavy pressure to Bloxsom
for the lead and he made a move
to Bloxsomʼs inside coming out of
turn 2 and was able to complete the
pass in turn 3 on lap-11 to move to
the lead.  

Provost led Bloxsom to the
checkered flag to pick up his third
win of the 2017 season.  Al Saun-
ders finished third with Cliff Saun-
ders and Alexandra Fearn rounding
out the top-5.

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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