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Heʼs Back!

Martin Truex Jr. Breaks
29-Race Winless Streak

with Phoenix Victory



Dale Earnhardt
was a master of the
quick getaway. If he
didnʼt win, he usually
beat the fans through
the infield gate to be

miles down the road before the first
bottle of champagne was
spilled in Victory Lane.

His wife, Teresa, or
someone in the company
would park at the rear tail-
gate of the team hauler.
With engine running, Earn-
hardt could climb out of his
race car and get into the
passenger seat without
changing clothes are wiping
away sweat and grit.

Then, poof, he was gone.
COVID-19 changed a lot of driv-

ersʼ minds about avoiding crowds.
In fact, most miss post-race con-
gestion.

“Hopefully every week we can
have more and more people,” Mar-
tin Truex Jr. after winning last Sun-
dayʼs Instacart 500 at the Phoenix
International Raceway. “I canʼt wait
till the days when everythingʼs
crowded again. 

:I hate the traffic after the race,
but Iʼll deal with it for having the
fans here.”

There were fans at Phoenix.
They were at the Daytona 500, too,
and a handful were allowed to at-

tend the race at Las Vegas. Itʼs not
much, but itʼs far better than racing
in the canyons of empty grand-
stand seats of a year ago.

What fans saw at Phoenix was a
relentless late-race surge by Truex
that caught everyone – including

Truex – by surprise. Joey
Logano led a race-best
143 laps and was com-
fortable restarting in the
bottom lane with 25 laps
to go. Logano got a jump,
but he couldnʼt shake
Truex who was pressed
against his outside door.
Moments later, Truex
drove away to his first
win in 28 starts.

“I was kind of actually surprised
that Truex was still out there. Felt
like I created enough distance
down there on the bottom shortcut
in the dogleg that typically I can
have someone at my quarter to
where I can control them,” Logano
said. “Looked down, gosh, heʼs still
door-to-door with me. Their car ac-
celerated really well, surprisingly
well. Didnʼt see that one coming.

“They just had a fast car all the
way through. They had a fast car
from the get-go. Once they tuned it
in the end of the second stage, they
were lights out.
To be honest with you, Iʼm not sure
even if we got in front of him in that

last restart, Iʼm not sure Iʼd have
been able to hold him off or not.
Would have been a hell of a battle.
He probably would have gotten me
eventually.”

It had been so long since Truex
won, he didnʼt know the new proto-
cols to protect drivers, crews, offi-
cials and the fans from the
coronavirus.

“Itʼs just a crazy feeling. You just
get kind of reminiscent, thankful,”
Truex said. “Honestly, I was just
confused. I wasnʼt allowed to do a
burnout. That really sucked. James
[Small, crew chief] is like, ʻNo
burnout, we need this engine for
Darlington.ʼ That really just kind of
took the wind out of my sails.

I was so jacked up, so excited,
ready to just have some fun out
there. Iʼm like, OK, I canʼt do any-
thing. Now I got to park here. My
guys, I canʼt see them. Victory Lane

is like four people. The whole thing
is weird. Itʼs not as exciting as Vic-
tory Lane should be, I guess to an-
swer your question. That was part
of it.”

NASCAR was the first major
sport to get back on track during
the pandemic. They did it responsi-
bly by re-arranging the 2020 sched-
ule and making sure there was
plenty of distance between the
competitors. Austin Dillon and Jim-
mie Johnson both tested positive
for the virus, but they only missed
one race. Part-time race Brendan
Gaughan also said he tested posi-
tive.

The sport is moving ahead with
caution and concern. While some
fans are back, NASCAR still is
forced to work within local and state
guidelines. Those rules seem to
change week by week.

A few thousand at Phoenix was-
nʼt a slow return to normalcy. It was
big step.

“Had more infield energy at the
grid pre-race here than weʼve been
used to here lately,” Truex said.
“There were a bunch of people in
there. Theyʼre yelling at you walk-
ing out pit road before the race. You
see them wearing T-shirts, hats of
their favorite drivers and things.

“Thatʼs what NASCAR is. Itʼs
going to the track with your family,
supporting your favorite driver, hav-
ing a good time. It was definitely
fun. It was definitely a good change
to see them. To hear the cheers
after the race, the excitement about
the race, was fun as well.”

All of a sudden, traffic jams and
a bustling pit road doesnʼt seem so
bothersome – especially if it comes
with winning.
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to More Victories,

Traffic Jams as
NASCAR Evolves from

COVID-19 

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2 World of Outlaws 8-9
NASCAR Cup Series 3 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 11
NASCAR Xfinity Series 4 ASCS 12
ARCA Racing 6 Circuit of Champions 12

Southern All Stars 13
OnTrack 15-18
ShorTrack 19-25

ON THE COVER:
CHRISTIAN PETERSEN/GETTY IMAGES

2021 A New Year in Racing!
FasTrack is available online only. We are covering all the racing se-

ries, off track news and other features that you have grown to love. 
2020 racing season is over and champions have been crowned. Fas-

Track will have another issue in December and be back in 2021. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online for

FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@ yahoo.com with
the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of
FasTrack Racing Journal, current and past from our website.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook and
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

Victory lane celebrations are very limited in these times. 
(MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



Martin Truex Jr.
overcame an early-
race brush with the
wall and took the lead
on the final restart with
25 laps remaining to
earn his first victory of
2021 and first in 31 ca-
reer starts at Phoenix

Raceway.
Truexʼs No. 19 Joe Gibbs Rac-

ing Toyota ultimately held off Joey
Loganoʼs No. 22 Penske Racing
Ford by a convincing 1.698-sec-
onds for the win in the Instacart
500. The 2017 NASCAR Cup Se-
ries champion Truex took the race
lead from the outside on a bold
restart move - pulling away in the
closing laps of a spirited race that
featured 22 lead changes.

Truex, 40, of New Jersey, is now
the fifth different winner in as many
NASCAR Cup Series races this
season joining Michael McDowell,
Christopher Bell, William Byron and
Kyle Larson who have also earned
spots in the Playoffs.

“Just an awesome job by every-
body, [crew chief] James [Small],
all the pit crew guys fixing it, just re-
ally solid," said Truex, who now has
28 career wins. “At the beginning of
the race I thought we were going to
run 15th or so. Man, I just really
canʼt believe it. Iʼm kind of speech-
less.

“This feels pretty amazing.
Phoenix has been a tough one for

us.
“I wish it was November and I

was in the Final Four," he added
with a smile, referring to the season
championship finale at Phoenix
Raceway later in the year. “Just so
thankful and proud of everyone at
JGR, everyone who makes this
possible."

Statistically, Loganoʼs Ford was
the dominant car on the afternoon,
leading a race best 143 of the 312
laps and winning Stage 2 – his first
stage win of the year.  His Penske
Racing teammate Ryan Blaney
won Stage 1 (also his first stage
victory of 2021) and all three
Penske Racing cars finished in the
Top-10.  In all, the Penske trio of
Logano, Blaney and Keselowski
combined to lead 197 laps – out
front 63 percent of the day.

Logano started alongside Truex
on the front row for the final restart
and mounted a challenge for the
lead, but he couldnʼt hold off Truex
even with a more favorable inside
starting position.

“I was surprised he was able to
hang with me on that [final] start," a
disappointed Logano conceded of
Truexʼs winning move. “He had a
good start too, but I had a good one
on the bottom and I thought might
have short-cut it on the dogleg and
I thought, boy I might have him
cleared. Then we went into that
corner still door-to-door and when
youʼre door-to-door the outside car

has control.
“Iʼm pretty sure even if I beat him

even on that start he was still going
to hound me and probably get by
me. They had the best car. We had
a good car for sure, but once they
tuned it in toward the second stage,
it was the best car on the race
track."

Truexʼs JGR teammate Denny
Hamlin was third, followed by
Loganoʼs teammate Brad Ke-
selowski and Novemberʼs Phoenix
winner Chase Elliott in fifth.

Kevin Harvick, a nine-time
Phoenix winner, was sixth, earning
his fourth Top-10 finish in the sea-
sonʼs opening five races. Last
weekʼs Las Vegas winner Kyle Lar-
son was seventh, his Hendrick Mo-
torsports teammate William Byron
was eighth followed by JGR driver
Christopher Bell and Blaney to
round out the Top-10.

Even without the victory, it was
an impressive showing for the three
Hendrick Motorsports cars that ral-

lied to a Top-10. Elliott, Larson and
Byron all had to start from the rear
of the field on Sunday with inspec-
tion issues. And the fourth Hendrick
car, driven by Alex Bowman, was
equally resilient with a 13th place
finish despite hitting the wall and
bringing out an early race caution
flag.

Larson, in particular put on a les-
son in resiliency. He rallied to race
among the Top-10 – even lead a
lap – a third of the way into the race
- but was sent back to the rear of
the lead lap cars twice after that be-
cause of pit road speeding viola-
tions.

Hamlin, Keselowski and Logano
– all still looking for their first 2021
wins - are 1-2-3 in the champi-
onship standings with Hamlin hold-
ing a 39-point edge over
Keselowski as the series heads to
Atlanta Motor Speedway for next
weekendʼs Folds of Honor QuikTrip
500 (Sunday, 3 p.m. ET, FOX,
PRN, SiriusXM NASCAR Radio).
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es Martin Truex Jr. Ends
29-Race Winless

Streak with Phoenix
Victory

Martin Truex Jr. does his best to celebrate with a Covid19 style
high 5 after winning the Instacart 500 at Phoenix Raceway. (MATT
THACKER/NKP photo)

Martin Truex Jr. (19) battles with Joey Logano
(22) for the lead late in the race. (NIGEL KIN-
RADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



Austin Cindric
earned his second
NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries win in the opening
five races of the 2021
season Saturday –
taking a .360-second
victory over 18-year
old rookie Ty Gibbs in

an action-packed final race restart
with two laps remaining at Phoenix
Raceway.

Itʼs the second consecutive win
on the one-mile Phoenix oval for
Cindric, who won here last Novem-
ber to claim the NASCAR Xfinity
Series championship. He led a race
best 119 of the 200 laps en route to
the win Saturday – including the
final 54 laps, holding off the field on
three late race restarts. The 22-
year old North Carolinian is the only
repeat winner so far in 2021.

“Just fighting for track position
there,ʼʼ Cindric said of the door-to-
door racing with Allgaier on the
restart.

“You have to work hard the rest
of the year to get here,ʼʼ Cindric
said of the good showing on the
championship race venue. “So
thatʼs where my focus is. Iʼve got
my name on the wall right there
and the goal is to be back with a
shot to do it again.ʼʼ

The last restart with two laps re-
maining was not-too-surprisingly
the most action-packed and the
biggest threat to Cindricʼs lead, but
several cars running among the
Top-10 on that start hit the wall or
hit one another in a chaotic run to
the checkered flag.

Daniel Hemric, who restarted on
the front row alongside Cindric,
was caught up in the heavy full-
contact restart and ended up 23rd.
Justin Allgaier, whose No. 7 JR Mo-
torsports Chevy started just behind
Cindricʼs No. 22 Team Penske Ford
on that last restart, pulled door-to-
door hoping to make a move for the
win, but he got loose and bounced
backwards, recovering to finish
eighth instead.

Gibbs, who won the ARCA
Menards Series race at the track
on Friday night, drove a steady, if
not risk-filled race all afternoon and
was able to take advantage of the
melee on that last restart to take
the runner-up position. In two Xfin-

ity Series starts, Gibbs has a win
(Daytona road course) and a sec-
ond-place finish.

Brandon Brown, Riley Herbst
and last weekʼs winner A.J. All-
mendinger rounded out the Top-5 –
all taking advantage of the aggres-
sive racing on the last restart. For
Brown and Herbst, those finishes
are a season best. It was Brownʼs
career best finish.

Jeb Burton, Bayley Currey, All-
gaier, Brett Moffitt and Jeremy
Clements rounded out the Top-10.
It marks the first Top-10 in the 24-
year old Curreyʼs career.  It was the
first Top-10 for Allgaier this season.
And his 32 laps led was a season
best as well.

“Just disappointing there,ʼʼ All-
gaier said. “Once we got to his out-
side, I thought we had it, but he just
got me out of the PJ1 and into the
marbles and unfortunately it all
comes up quick when youʼre
bumped out of the PJ1..

“Iʼm so proud of everyone at JR
Motorsports,ʼʼ he continued. “I

learned a lot I think for when we
come back here in the Fall and
hopefully weʼre in the Final Four.ʼʼ

Resilience, like it or not, was a
dominant theme on Saturday.

The final restart was a disap-
pointing outcome for Hemric, who
for the second straight week won a
Stage and proved to be a trophy

contender. He rallied from a tough
mid-race pit sequence to be back
among the Top-5 when it counted
most.

His No. 18 Joe Gibbs Racing
Toyota, which had been strong all
day, fell off after a pit stop adjust-
ment following his Stage 2 win.
Hemricʼs race got more compli-
cated when he was called for
speeding on pit road, but  he re-
mained calm and raced his way
back inside the Top-10, then the
Top-5. He re-started next to Cindric
before getting caught up in the five-
wide racing at the end.

It was a similar day of a strong
showing gone awry for the defend-
ing race winner Brandon Jones.
The driver of the No. 19 Joe Gibbs
Racing Toyota was a Top-5 car
early in the race and rebounded
from an early pit road speeding
penalty to run Top-5 again – even
lead the race for a pair of laps. 

However, while running in the
front pack of cars with only 33 laps
remaining, his Toyota was hit from

behind by last weekʼs race winner
Allmendinger. The damage to
Jonesʼ Toyota was too much and
instead of a sure-bet Top-5 and a
shot for a second straight spring
victory at Phoenix, he finished the
race from the garage.

“All in all we had a really good
Toyota Supra, looks like I just got

run over by A.J. but I keep a note-
book of all this stuff,ʼʼ Jones said
after emerging from the care cen-
ter.

The Top-5 showing for Riley
Herbst, 22, was easily his best run
of the season in his maiden year
driving the No. 98 Stewart-Haas
Racing Ford. He had three DNFs in
the opening four races.

Itʼs been a similar frustrating
early season for championship fa-
vorite Noah Gragson.

For the third time in the five
races this season, Gragson took a
DNF. His No. 9 JR Motorsports
Chevrolet suffered an engine fail-
ure and he retired on Lap 67. His
teammate Michael Annett also had
engine problems in the No. 1
Chevrolet and finished 38th.

The NASCAR Xfinity Series
races at Atlanta Motor Speedway
next Saturday in the EchoPark 250
(5 p.m. ET, FS1, PRN, SiriusXM
NASCAR Radio). Cindric holds a
47-point lead over Hemric in the
championship standings.
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Race winner, Austin Cindric, takes a selfie in front of the grandstand at Phoenix Raceway after win-
ning the Xfinity race. (SEAN GARDNER/GETTY IMAGES photo)



PARTIAL SALE LISTING - PARTSPARTIAL SALE LISTING - PARTS
Stainless steel clamps, sway bars, bump stop material, trans shafts, spacers, roller lifters, pulleys, sway bar arms,
red parts trays, new & used valves, headers, rocker bars, lockers, braided line, Goodwrench gear marking com-
pound, crankshafts, kevlar line, alum intakes, plug wires, Carrillo & Pankl rods, c/f pcs, valve springs, welding hdw,
air bladders, Nodular gear cases, Wix Filters, engine stands, alternators, aeroquip pcs, brake hats, rocker stands,
Hendrick valve covers, wrist pins, gauges, selector switches, D/S oil pans, wheels & tires, Kool boxes, yokes, Peter-
son filters, tie rod assemblies, oil pump parts, air hose, fan belts, electrical cords, wiring, slugs, power tools, brake
pads, c/f air box, locker parts, highway triangles, Kirky seat, fuel cell top, alum tanks, seatbelt hdw, alum radiators,
oil coolers, fuel can, triple disc clutches, ring & pinions, panhard bars, brake calipers, LaJoie seat, rear sway bars,
hubs, steel wheels, Comp Cam rocker arms, trans tail housing, driveshafts, Richardson seat, fuel cell foam, steel
rockers, brake blowers, Holley carbs, sweet quick release, P/S pumps, starters, motorplates, dry brake, Moog hdw,
D/S oil tanks, ex pcs, truck arm spacers, Mechanix Wear belts, teathers, racing oil additive, carb jets, Q.C. gears,
EZ-up tent sides, Sweet P/S servo, Micrometer, Digital Caliper Scale, shocks, J-bars, coil springs, bell housings,
MSD Ign box, steering wheels, Chevy valve cover, clutch plates, Coors Light wheel covers, oil pumps, pistons, elec
fans, axle caps, wheel spacers, hood hinges, master cyls w/reservoirs, spark plugs, distributor, roof flaps, pedal as-
sembly, hard line, dash panel, late model body panels, t.o. brg, r/e housings, c/f mirror, lift bar, gaskets
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PUBLIC AUCTION • MOORESVILLE, NCPUBLIC AUCTION • MOORESVILLE, NC
Thursday, March 25 - Friday, March 26

Doors Open at 8:00 AM Each Day - Sale Starts at 9:30 AM Each Day 
SALE LOCATION: 206 Overhill Dr, Mooresville, NC, 28117; From I-77 North of Charlotte to Exit 36, go East to Corporate Center Drive, turn
left (Zaxbyʼs will be on the corner); go to second stop sign, turn left onto Overhill Drive. 206 will be on the right; watch for Auction Signs

Owner: Venturini Motorsports, Team Johnson Motorsports, Hendrick MotorportsOwner: Venturini Motorsports, Team Johnson Motorsports, Hendrick Motorports
ChaLew Performance, Plus Other Top ConsignorsChaLew Performance, Plus Other Top Consignors

Maria Vannice, Auctioneer  Danny Irvin, Auctioneer   
NCAL #8595    IN AU10800010 NCAL #8657    IN AU10800039

Visit our website for additional info: 
www.mcsauctions.com

TERMS OF SALE: Terms of sale is cash, cashier checks, money orders,
travelerʼs checks, Visa or Mastercard. Business or Personal Checks must be
accompanied by a Bank Letter of Credit submitted to cashier on Sale Days.
There will be a 15% buyerʼs premium charged on each lot number sold, with
a 5% discount given for cash. Driver's license or picture identification is re-
quired to register. All items sold “As Is, Where Is” with no guarantees or war-
ranty expressed or implied. Buyers must settle and remove all items at the
end of each sale day. Announcements sale day take precedence over any
printed matter

PARTIAL SALE LISTING - EQUIPMENTPARTIAL SALE LISTING - EQUIPMENT
Curtis Racing Accu-wheel, dump cans, fuel cart, dump can stand, pit fan, 2 tier parts cart, 4 tier parts
cart, paint sprayer, Intercomp caster/camber gauge, Northstar 8000 PPG Pro
Series Generator with a 13 HP Honda motor, catch can, barrel dollies, mag-
netic base bump steer gauge, scanners, chassis dollies, ball joint socket, r/e
racks, black steel top truck arm work table, shelving, computer monitors, key-
boards, telephones, Craftsman 5.0 HP shop vac, headsets, Intercomp wire-

less scales,
car cover,
parts washer



AVONDALE, AZ -
Only two challengers
had chances to stop
Ty Gibbs from winning
Fridayʼs General Tire
150 at Phoenix Race-
way in the closing
laps.

One was Corey
Heim. The other was
rain, as sprinkles
began to fall on the
one-mile paved tri-oval

in Avondale, Arizona, as the field
prepared for the final restart.

Driving the No. 18 Pristine Auc-
tion Toyota for his grandfatherʼs
Joe Gibbs Racking team, Ty Gibbs
beat both his rival driver and the
weather in a one-lap dash to the
finish for his first win of 2021 on the
ARCA Menards Series platform.
The 18-year-old from Charlotte,
North Carolina, now has nine wins
on his ARCA Menards Series re-
sume.

Friday nightʼs General Tire 150
at Phoenix was the one and only
combination race featuring the
ARCA Menards Series and the
ARCA Menards Series West this
season. So Gibbs now has two ca-
reer West Series wins, including his
victory at Phoenix in 2019 in what
was then the NASCAR K&N Pro
Series West.

"Not a lot of kids get to do what I
do," said Gibbs, the grandson of

Pro Football and NASCAR Hall of
Famer Joe Gibbs, in Victory Lane.
"Iʼm very thankful for that, and I re-
ally love driving race cars."

A caution with seven laps to go
set up a last-lap race to the line be-
tween Gibbs and Heim, the latter of
whom won the ARCA Menards Se-
ries season-opener at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway on Feb. 13.
Heim challenged Gibbs on the
restart, but the No. 18 pulled away
to the point where the No. 20 had
no way to challenge for the win in
the final corner.

"In those moments, God blessed
me a lot with my driving ability,"
said Gibbs of the final restart. "Iʼve
got clean tires. Somehow I drove
through it; it was raining pretty hard
there for a little bit, and it kind of
cleared off, and we went back to
green."

Heim, who finished second at
Phoenix, keeps the ARCA Menards
Series championship lead by three
points over Gibbs through two of 20
races. Because Fridayʼs race at
Phoenix was the first of the ARCA
Menards Series West season,
Gibbs is the points leader in that
series.

Jesse Love, the defending
ARCA Menards Series West cham-
pion, was the highest finishing
driver (sixth) Friday among those
who have announced intentions to
run the complete West Series sea-

son and compete for the series title.
Thad Moffitt earned his best

ARCA Menards Series finish to
date with his third-place run at
Phoenix. Kyle Sieg and 2019 West
Series champion Derek Kraus
rounded out the top five.

Drew Dollar (seventh), Todd
Souza (eighth), Taylor Gray (ninth)
and Trevor Huddleston (10th)
made up the rest of the top 10.

Multiple contenders were taken
out of the race Friday before the
field completed the first lap. Gracie
Trotter made contact with Zane
Smith entering Turn 3; the two then
spun and collected Jack Wood and
Toni Breidinger.

With 30 laps to go, another
strong contender in Nick Sanchez
was knocked out of the race by a
crash.

He tangled with a lapped car
and hit the wall while running third.

Gibbs, who started Fridayʼs race
on the General Tire Pole after qual-
ifying was rained out (the field was

set by practice times, per the ARCA
rulebook), led 124 of the 150 laps.
Gray was the only other driver who
led double-digit laps at Phoenix
with 15.

Gray fell out of contention during
the competition caution halfway
through the race when his pit crew
committed a penalty for changing
tires and fueling at the same time
during a modified live pit stop. He
was held two laps, one of which he
got back before finishing ninth as
the first car a lap down.

Fridayʼs race at Phoenix fea-
tured seven cautions for a total of
64 laps.

The ARCA Menards Seriesʼ
next race is the April 24 running of
the General Tire 200 at Talladega
Superspeedway.

That event is scheduled to
broadcast live on FS1 starting at 1
p.m. ET.

The ARCA Menards Series
Westʼs   next on-track action is  at
Sonoma Raceway on June 5.
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General Tire 150 at Phoenix

For First Win of Season

Ty Gibbs raced his way to victory lane in the General Tire 150 at
Phoenix Raceway. (ARCA photo)





The echoing roar
of the standing room
only crowd said it all.

Making their debut
appearance at The
Rev in Monroe, LA,
the World of Outlaws
NOS Energy Drink
Sprint Car Series de-
livered a race of the
year candidate on Sat-
urday night.

It was an emphatic
return to the state of Louisiana –
first race since 2004 – capped by a
non-stop 30-lap feature which saw
three different leaders, six official
lead changes, and 13 total passes
for the top spot.

David Gravel and Brad Sweet
were the stars of the show, squar-
ing off in an exhilarating duel. Ulti-
mately, three-tenths of a second is
all that separated the Big Game
Motorsports #2 and the Kasey
Kahne Racing #49 at the check-
ered flag; as Gravel held on to se-
cure his 59th career World of
Outlaws victory, his first of the 2021
season, and his first with his new
organization.

“That was freaking badass,”
Gravel shouted in victory lane. “If
you didnʼt like that, I donʼt what
youʼd like. That was amazing! This
is what Sprint Car racing is all
about. Brad raced me clean and I
raced him clean, but it was hard
racing. We passed each other so
many times. Damn, I earned that
one!”

Before the ohhʼs and ahhʼs
rained down, all focus was on pole-
sitter Kasey Kahne in pursuit of his
first career World of Outlaws vic-
tory. Substituting for driver James
McFadden, the KKR team owner
stepped into the seat of the Kara-
van Trailers #9 and won his Dry-
dene Heat Race and then the
DIRTVision Fast Pass Dash.

Kahne commanded the opening
circuit, but Gravel slid by him on the
second lap to take his first lead of
the 2021 season. Fourth-starter
Sweet entered the picture and
brought his NAPA Racing #49 into
contention on lap 12 when lap traf-
fic forced a mistake on Gravel, al-
lowing Sweet to race by, albeit for
only one lap. Gravel came dashing
back to re-claim the lead on lap 13
and held it firmly for another nine
laps before the duo went side-by-
side for almost three consecutive
laps.

They exchanged the lead at
least four-to-five times on the 22nd
circuit alone and eventually Sweet
was back on top for lap 23. How-
ever, with each of Sweetʼs strikes,
Gravel had a counter offer. Gravel
never let the two-time and defend-
ing World of Outlaws champion
lead more than one lap a time; re-
pelling him with the same lion-like
aggression which has propelled
him to nationwide success with The
Greatest Show on Dirt.

Sneaking away and surviving
one last-lap effort, Gravel became
the sixth different winner through
six races with the World of Outlaws
Sprint Cars. He joins  Sweet,
Logan Schuchart, Carson Macedo,
Aaron Reutzel and Sheldon Hau-
denschild as victors in 2021.

“That was so much fun,” Gravel
continued post-race. “Thatʼs why I
got out of the car and went right
over to him, I mean we passed
back and forth like four or five
times. This was such a great race
track, and a great debut for the
World of Outlaws. Hopefully this
can be an early-season trip for
years to come. Iʼm so happy to fi-
nally get that first win for this new
team. Weʼve been ʻthere,ʼ but
havenʼt been right in the feature.
We made all the right calls tonight,
though, and that gives us a lot of
confidence moving forward.”

Even Brad Sweet couldnʼt help
but smile following his runner-up ef-
fort, which marked his fifth top five
finish through six races this year.

“I hope you fans enjoyed it,”
Sweet said to a raucous crowd.
“From the drivers seat that was a
blast. Trading the lead back and
forth like that is so much fun, and it
was clean, hard racing too. I feel
like we went back and forth like ten
times or something. We were really
dicing through traffic there, that re-
ally amped it up. I felt like at times I
had the better race car, but at other
times he just outdrove me.”

Rounding out the podium in
third-place was Donny Schatz
aboard the Tony Stewart/Curb-Aga-
janian Racing #15. The ten-time
Series champion has been incredi-
bly consistent with an average fin-
ish 5.5, but heʼs still chasing that
elusive 300th career World of Out-
laws win.

“All you can do is be in the mix,”
Schatz spoke on their consistency.
“I thought we had a shot there, but
we were too good early and faded

at the end. The race track was re-
ally great tonight, though. You
could rip the top if you needed tom,
you could kind of slide through the
middle, and run down on the bot-
tom. Itʼs great to see a full house
here tonight.”

Rounding out the top five at The
Rev was Logan Schuchart in the
Shark Racing, Drydene Perform-
ance Products #1S and Sheldon
Haudenschild in the Stenhouse Jr.
Marshall Racing, NOS Energy
Drink #17. Closing out the top ten
was Kasey Kahne, Carson
Macedo, Ian Madsen, Aaron
Reutzel and Brock Zearfoss.

Gravel also set Slick Woodyʼs
Quick Time and established the
track record at 11.582 seconds.
Gravel, Kahne, and Macedo were
Team Drydene heat winners.
Kahne scored the DIRTvision Fast
Pass Dash. Kraig Kinser won the
Last Chance Showdown and
earned KSE Hard Charger honors
by driving from 19th-to-11th.

UP NEXT – The Drydene Texas
Two-Step awaits the World of Out-
laws NOS Energy Drink Sprint
Cars next weekend. The Series will
head to Cotton Bowl Speedway in
Paige, TX for back-to-back nights
on Friday and Saturday, March 19-
20 at the 3/8th-mile facility.

Haudenschild Hustles
Schuchart for

Late-Race Win in
Mississippi

Magnolia Motor Speedway was
simply magnificent for the World of
Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint
Car Series debut on Friday night.

A packed pit area, a massive
crowd, and some spectacular on-
track action was the perfect recipe
to end Mississippiʼs decade-long
absence from The Greatest Show
on Dirt.

In the end, Sheldon Hauden-
schild made it five different winners
in as many races on tour this year,
stealing a late-race thriller away
from the predominant Logan
Schuchart. A mixture of lap traffic,
track conditions, and Lil Haudʼs pa-
tience came together to send the
NOS Energy Drink #17 to victory
lane in Columbus, MS; giving car
owner Ricky Stenhouse Jr. of Olive
Branch, MS a win on his home turf
for the first time as a World of Out-
laws owner.

Fridayʼs victory marked the 15th
of Haudenschildʼs young career,
tying him with fellow full-timer
Jason Sides for 34th on the all-time
wins list.

“Iʼm just so happy to win a race
here this early in the season, you
know I donʼt think we won until like
July last year,” Haudenschild
noted. “Thatʼs a big goal of mine,
winning early and building some
momentum. Itʼs always cool to get
a win at a track that the Outlaws
havenʼt been to before too. Ripper,
Nikolas, Drew, theyʼve got this NOS
Energy Drink #17 dialed in right
now. Iʼm glad the fans made it out.
This is a beautiful race track and I
think it put on a really great show.”

Rolling from the outside pole of
the 30-lapper, Haudenschildʼs
biggest challenge was alongside
him in the form of Schuchart, who
had yet to blunder all night long at
the 1/3rd-mile. Entering Fridayʼs
feature, the Shark Racing #1S had
a perfect night going with Slick
Woodyʼs Quick Time, Team Dry-
dene Heat win, and DIRVision Fast
Pass Dash win all secured.

Schuchart was as dominant as
anyone in clean air, but lap traffic
proved to be his Achilles heel on
this night. He caught fortunate
breaks with three stoppages: lap 5
crash for Brock Zearfoss, Scotty 

(Continued Next Page)
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David Gravel Beats
Brad Sweet in Electrifying

Debut at The Rev

David Gravel climbs atop his car in victory lane after winning in
the World of Outlaws Sprint Car Series debut at The Rev. (Trent
Gower photo)



Continued…

Thiel & Sam Hafer-
tepe, lap 9 caution for
points leader Carson
Macedo, and lap 14
flip for fourth-running
Aaron Reutzel. How-
ever, the final restart,
and more importantly,
final run through traffic
played the most piv-
otal role.

Restarting with 16
to go, Schuchart drove
away to a near two-
second advantage
over Haudenschild be-
fore traffic slowed him

with ten laps remaining. Thatʼs
when the fun began.

At one point, a heart-stopping
four-car battle for the lead ensued
with Schuchart and Haudenschild
along with an emerging Donny
Schatz and Brad Sweet all under a
blanket for the race lead. One failed
slide job attempt on a lapper set
Haudenschild up for a successful

run on lap 25 to clear for the lead.
Schuchart came swinging back
with his own slider, but Hauden-
schild pinned the throttle and
threaded the needle around the
outside to make it stick.

The duo continued to wage war
in the waning laps with Hauden-
schild only covering Schuchart by
0.054-seconds with three to go. It
was still anyoneʼs race until the

checkered flag dropped with a
mere 0.286-second margin of vic-
tory, a finish which sent the Mag-
nolia Motor Speedway crowd into
the air.

After leading the opening 24
laps, Schuchart of Hanover, PA set-
tled for runner-up honors at Mag-
nolia. The sitting duck effect of
leading through traffic bit him the
most in Fridayʼs 30-lapper. It was-

nʼt the second win of the season he
wanted, but Schuchartʼs run re-
turned him to the top of the early-
season championship standings.
Heʼs the only driver with a top ten
finish all five races this season.

Rounding out the podium at
Magnolia Motor Speedway was
Brad Sweet with a 12th-to-third bid
in the Kasey Kahne Racing, NAPA
Auto Parts #49.

Donny Schatz made it to third at
one point, but slipped back to finish
fourth in the closing stages aboard
his Tony Stewart/Curb-Agajanian
Racing #15.

One of the biggest storylines
outside the podium was Kasey
Kahne, who earned KSE Hard
Charger honors with a huge 23rd-
to-fifth run aboard the Caravan
Trailers #9. The top five finish is
Kahneʼs first in World of Outlaws
competition since the 2002 Kingʼs
Royal at Eldora Speedway.

Closing out the top ten at Mag-
nolia Motor Speedway was David
Gravel, Gio Scelzi, Cory Eliason,
Wayne Johnson, and Ian Madsen.
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BRISTOL, TN -
Ricky Weiss sat on
Bristol Motor Speed-
way's pit wall, debrief-
ing with his crew while
a thunderous roar
echoed around the
colosseum-styled fa-
cility.

Heʼd just finished
his first few laps
around the half-mile
track, made famous
as a fan-favorite
NASCAR track, now

covered in dirt again for the first
time in 20 years for events like the
April 8-10 World of Outlaws Bristol
Bash with the World of Outlaws
Morton Buildings Late Models and
DIRTcar UMP Modifieds.

When trying to describe what
those first few laps were like during
Mondayʼs test session for the
World of Outlaws Late Models, the
2019 Rookie of the Year and two-
time Series winner could only say,
“Wow.”

“It sure is fast,” Weiss said. “Itʼs
pretty cool to be here and to run
these speeds.

“I donʼt think anybody in their life
experiences G-forces like that. Get-
ting to drive in there wide open, I
mean, itʼs not even a question if itʼll
stick. It just ends up turning in the
corner, you come around there and
do it all over again.”

Seven drivers, including Weiss,
attended the five-hour test to help
find what the appropriate tire
should be and to tune their setups.
The Canadian ran the fastest lap of
the group with a 15.266 sec. lap at
an average speed of 125mph. In
comparison, the last time the
NASCAR Cup Series qualified at
Bristol – on asphalt – Denny Ham-
lin ran a 14.848 sec. lap with an av-
erage speed of 129mph.

TESTING TIMES:
1- Ricky Weiss – 15.266
2- Brandon Sheppard – 15.287
3- Chase Junghans – 15.456
4- Boom Briggs – 15.548
5- Dennis Erb, Jr. – 15.562
6- Darrell Lanigan – 15.645
7- Blake Spencer – 16.184
Three-time defending champion

Brandon Sheppard spent the most
time on track, running 156 laps.
Fellow Rocket Chassis drivers
Boom Briggs and Darrell Lanigan
were next in line running 93 and 38
laps, respectively. Weiss ran 30.

“Definitely has a lot of speed,”
Sheppard said about the speed-
way. “Just trying to get this thing di-
aled in for the race.”

Sheppard stepped out of his #1
machine once throughout the five-
hour session – for a bathroom
break – while the Rocket1 Racing
team fine-tuned the car all night
long. Before Weiss showed up,
Sheppard was the fastest car early

on with his 15.287 sec. lap. From
tire changes to spoiler adjustments
and shock adjustments, there was-
nʼt a bolt left unturned on his car as
the team was relentless in their
search for speed.

While he didnʼt end the test ses-
sion on top, Sheppard still shared
his excitement for the upcoming
event.

“I think this stage and everything
makes it really cool,” Sheppard
said about racing at Bristol. “The
colosseum-type deal is really awe-
some. It would mean the world to
my team to win it.

“Itʼs definitely cool for [the Se-
ries]. I think the fans will love it and
thatʼs all that matters.”

Chase Junghans was one of the
drivers that benefited the most from
the test. He struggled with getting
his car to turn early on, having to
lock his brakes on the exit of Turn 2
each lap in order to stop himself
from sliding up into the wall. A few
adjustments later he went from run-
ning 17-second laps to 16-second
laps and then finally breaking into
the 15-second bracket. His final run
of the night was his fastest with a
15.456 sec. lap, placing him third
fastest overall.

“We were way too tight in the be-
ginning,” Junghans said.

“Weʼve never been to a place
like this, so just looking at notes
from tracks that we might be able
to compare it to and make an edu-
cated guess. We got it to steer
good and I think weʼre pretty good
now. Weʼll see here in a couple of

weeks.”
After getting laps around Bristol,

there wasn't another track the driv-
ers could compare it to. The long
Williams Grove Speedway-like
straightaways combined with the
steep banking of a track like Volun-
teer Speedway makes the half-mile
speedway a unique addition to the
schedule.

Thatʼs led to eye-widening laps
for viewers and a new challenge for
teams as they look to hit upon a
perfect setup.

All drivers entered in the Bristol
Bash will get a practice session on
Thursday, April 8, before the race
days on Friday and Saturday, April
9-10. Theyʼll run a 40-lap Feature
with $10,000 on the line Friday and
then another 40-lap Feature with
$25,000 on the line Saturday.

As much of a “wow” factor the
track brought to the drivers, they
suspect it will do the same for cur-
rent and new fans watching.

Before racing at Bristol, the
World of Outlaws Late Models will
run a doubleheader at Cherokee
Speedway, Friday and Saturday,
March 26-27 – with $30,000 going
to the winner on Saturday. Then, on
Friday and Saturday, April 2-3,
theyʼll run the Illini 100 at Farmer
City Raceway – with $20,000 going
to the winner.

If youʼre unable to make it to the
track can watch all of the action live
on DIRTVision with the annual Plat-
inum FAST PASS subscription for
$299/year or the monthly FAST
PASS subscription for $39/month.

Sheldon Haudenschild raced his way to victory lane at Magnolia
Motor Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)
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BATAVIA, OH -
The stars of the Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries will be put on dis-
play more this season
than ever before.
Each event will have
live streaming starting
with hot laps, on
MAVTV Plus. There is
also a total of 35
events that will be
broadcast on the

MAVTV Motorsports Network (five
scheduled live events), 15 events
on CBS Sports Network, five nights
of racing on CBS, and 13 action-
packed races aired on NBC Sports
Network, for a total of 83 television
hours.

“We understand that not every-
one can make it to all 65 scheduled
days of Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series events to get the full experi-
ence. However, with the help of the
Lucas Oil Production Studios, there
will be original, high definition con-
tent available from the comfort of
your home at every single event,”
said Rick Schwallie, Series Direc-
tor. 

Highlights and post-race video
on demand content available for all
races on MAVTV Plus. In addition
to the live television and streamed
events, the action will continue with
multiple re-airings on the major net-
works.

On MAVTV Plus, fans worldwide
will be able to access LIVE multi-
camera race coverage, driver inter-
views, behind-the-scenes content,
instant replays and more, all
throughout the year. MAVTV Plus is
the premier subscription-based
motorsports streaming channel. It
allows 24/7 access to adrenaline-
pumped racing and automotive re-
ality shows. Access content on the
most popular digital media players,
tablets, smartphones, smart TVs
and computers! To learn more or
subscribe, visit: MAVTVPlus.com.

Owned and operated by Lucas
Oil Products, MAVTV Motorsports
Network is a television network
deeply rooted in the automotive
world. MAVTV is available to over
35 million homes on U-verse, DI-
RECTV (channel 214), Fios by Ver-
izon, Vidgo, TIKILIVE, fuboTV,
Spectrum, and other nationwide
providers. MAVTV will broadcast 5
events LIVE and 35 original tape-
delayed airings. To find a full list of
providers, visit: mavtv.com/get-

mavtv/providers.
Dedicated to serving passionate

sports fans in over 90 million
households, the NBC Sports Net-
work will feature 13 pulse-pounding
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
episodes. Find your local listings by
visiting: nbcsports.com/tv-listings.

The CBS Sports Network pro-
vides in-depth coverage of a vari-
ety of sports, available to more than
61 million households. This sea-
son, CBS Sports Network will bring
15 Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
events to motorsports enthusiasts
everywhere. To find coverage in
your area, visit: cbssportsnet-
work.com.

For the eleventh consecutive
year, CBS Television Network
(reaching over 114 million house-
holds) is scheduled to air at least
one Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries event, but in 2021 there are
five events on the CBS Schedule.
To find a complete list of CBS Tele-
vision Network affiliates, visit: cb-
snews.com/news/cbs-tv-stations-af
filiates.

Record $5 Million
Season With Lucas Dirt

BATAVIA, OH - Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series Officials are
thrilled to announce that over $5
million in cash will be awarded to
teams throughout the 2021 sea-
son. This yearʼs schedule includes
62 A-Main events, at 30 different
venues, in 18 states. Teams on this
yearʼs tour will be racing for over $4
million in A-Main purse money
alone, continuing to set the bar
higher each year.

An unprecedented number of
$20,000 or more to win events are
on the series schedule this season,
12 in total with three paying
$50,000 or more. The 29th Annual
Lucas Oil Show-Me 100 kicks off
this category of races, paying
$30,000-to-win on May 29th. Be-
ginning with the $20,000-to-win
Mountain Moonshine Classic at
Smoky Mountain Speedway on
July 10th, the series has at least
one $20,000 or more to win event
on all but two scheduled weekends
on the schedule, for the remainder
of the year. 

In July teams will travel to I-80
Speedway for an incredible week of
racing and record prize money with
over $500,000 on the line over five
days of events. The Al Belt Custom

Homes I-80 Nationals will pay
$30,000-to-win on July 22nd. Just
two days later I-80 Speedway will
also host the Imperial Tile Silver
Dollar Nationals, paying $53,000-
to-win and a record $5,300 to start
the A-main on July 24th. 

The $50,000-to-win 39th Annual
Sunoco North/South 100 at Flo-
rence Speedway is next, followed
by Batesville Motor Speedwayʼs
29th Annual COMP Cams Topless
100 Presented by Nutrien Ag Solu-
tions paying $40,000-to-win on Au-
gust 21st. The series will travel
over 1,000 miles for the next week-
endʼs event at Port Royal Speed-
way, The Rumble by the River will
consist of three separate events
paying $10,000 and $12,000 to win
respectively, with the final night
paying $30,000 to the winner. Sep-
tember 5th, Tyler County Speed-
way will host the 53rd Annual
Hillbilly Hundred, also paying
$30,000-to-win.

After a challenging 2020 season
caused several cancelations and
postponements, the Lucas Oil Late
Model Nationals will once again re-
turn to Knoxville Raceway, paying
$40,000-to-win. The following
weekend, Brownstown Speed-
wayʼs 42nd Annual Jackson 100
pays $20,000-to-win, as does the
October 2nd 33rd Annual Pitts-
burger 100 at Pittsburghʼs PA Motor
Speedway. Since 2011, the series
schedule has concluded with the
Dirt Track World Championship
and 2021 is no exception. The 41st
Annual Dirt Track World Champi-
onship, paying $100,000-to-win will
again be hosted by Portsmouth
Raceway Park.

The Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series appreciates the continued
support of their partners and con-
tingency sponsors.

Allstar Performance: $100 Prod-
uct Certificate to driver that sets
overall Fast Time. $500 Cash and
$250 Product Certificate awarded
at the year-end awards banquet to
Driver that earns most Fast Time
awards. For more information on
Allstar Performance visit: https://all-
starperformance.com.

Arizona Sport Shirts Crown
Jewel Cup - Presented by
DirtonDirt.com - Points Category
for Crown Jewel races within series
schedule. Banquet Awards include:
$10,000 to 1st in CJC, $5,000 to
2nd, $3,000 to 3rd, $2,000 to 4th,
and $1,000 to 5th. For more infor-
mation on Arizona Sport Shirts
visit: www.arizonasportshirts.com. 

For more information
visit: www.dirtondirt.com.

ARP Cash and Product Awards
to Engine Builder of the Year and

Runner Up at the year-end awards
banquet. $1,000 Cash and Product
Awards to ARP Engine Builder of
the Year. For more information on
ARP visit: www.arp-bolts.com.

Big River Steel Podium Fin-
ishes. Driver that earns the most
Top 3 finishes wins $1,000 Cash
Award at the year-end awards ban-
quet. For more information on Big
River Steel visit www.bigriver-
steel.com.

Other sponsors include: Brodix,
CP Carrillo, Dirty Girl Racewear,
Earnhardt Technologies Group,
Eibach, E3 Spark Plugs, Hot Rod
Processing, Fast Shafts, Keyser
Manufacturing, K&N Filters, Lucas
Oil, Midwest Sheet Metal, Miller
Welders, MSD, Ӧhlins Shocks, Op-
tima Batteries, Outerwears,
Penske Racing, Performance Bod-
ies, Schoenfeld Headers, Simpson
Race Products, Slicker Graphics,
Sunoco Race Fuels, Swift Springs,
Thermo-Tec, Summit Racing
Equipment, Wrisco Industries, Inc.

The record season of cash and
contingency awards would not be
possible without all our great part-
ners of the Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series. The 2021 Marketing
Partners include: Advanced Pow-
der Coating, Allstar Performance,
Arizona Sport Shirts, Automotive
Racing Products, Big River Steel,
Bilstein, Black Diamond Chassis,
Boyd Bilt Fabrication, Brandon
Ford, Brodix, Capital Race Cars,
Cornett Racing Engines, CP Car-
rillo Pistons, DirtonDirt.com, Dirty
Girl Racewear, Dixie Chopper, E3
Spark Plugs, Earnhardt Technolo-
gies Group, Eibach Springs, Fast
Shafts, General Tire, Heath Law-
son Photography, Holmatro,
Hoosier Tire, Hot Rod Processing,
Keyser Manufacturing, K&N Engi-
neering, LINE-X, Longhorn Chas-
sis, Lucas Oil Products, MAVTV
Motorsports Network, Mega
Plumbing of the Carolinas, Midwest
Sheet Metal, Miller Welders, MSD
Performance, MyRacePass, Nu-
trien Ag Solutions, OPTIMA Batter-
ies, Outerwears, Pit Stop USA,
Penske Racing Shocks, Perform-
ance Bodies, Pro Power Racing
Engines, ProtectTheHarvest.com,
Rocket Chassis, Rugged Radios,
Schoenfeld Headers, Simpson
Race Products, Slicker Graphics,
Super Clean, Swift Springs, Sum-
mit Racing Equipment, Thermo-
Tec Automotive Products, UNOH -
University of Northwestern Ohio,
Vic Hill Race Engines, Whelen En-
gineering Company Inc, Wrisco
Aluminum, 5150 Race Trailers.

For more information on the
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
visit www.lucasdirt.com.

Lu
ca

s O
il 

La
te

Mo
de

l D
irt

 S
er

ie
s Lucas Dirt Announces Most

Comprehensive Television
Package to Date



SOMERTON, AZ -
Taking on the ASCS
Southwest Region at
Cocopah Speedway
on Saturday night,
Washingtonʼs Seth
Bergman led all 25
laps at the southwest
Arizona oval.

A shakedown ses-
sion for Seth before
taking on the Lucas
Oil American Sprint

Car Series presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network on
March 19 and 20 at the Devilʼs
Bowl Speedway, the Cocopah win
is his third overall against the Ari-
zona based tour.

Pursued by defending series
champion Colton Hardy, the pair
slipped through slower traffic at
breakneck speed, with New Mex-
icoʼs Lorne Wofford working to
keep pace. Closing in on Seth nu-
merous times, Hardy could not get
the advantage as the Stagg Insur-
ance/Evergreen Coffee, Co. No. 23
found the checkered flags with
1.311-seconds to spare.

Hardy settled for second with
Lorne Wofford in third. Eric Wilkins
made up two spots to fourth, with

Tucsonʼs Nick Parker moving up
five positions to complete the top
five.

Ron Gilson again put up an
extra $25 for each Heat Race win-
ner. Race Shack handed out a $50
certificate to the driver finishing
13th in the A-Feature. SpeedMart
also put up $50 in goods and serv-
ices for the nightʼs Hard Charger. A
$50 cash bonus went to the win-
ning Crew Chief courtesy of Bryan
Carlson.

The 2021 season marks the
30th year of competition for the
American Sprint Car Series. Spear-
headed by the Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network, the
ASCS Nation also includes 11 Re-
gional Tours that encompass both
wing and non-wing competition.

For more information log
onto www.ascsracing.com, follow
on Facebook, Instagram, and Twit-
ter (@LucasOilASCS).

San Tan Ford ASCS
Desert Non-Wing

Action Falls to Rain
QUEEN CREEK, AZ - Drawn in

and ready to race, Mother Nature

rolled in and washed away Satur-
day night's action with the San Tan
Ford ASCS Desert Non-Wing Se-
ries at Arizona Speedway.

Cleared of one storm, the track
was ready to roll only to have a
pop-up shower hand the win to the
neighborhood car wash this week.
A field of 26 drivers was on hand for
the Saturday showdown and will
each receive 50 show-up points.

The next event for the San Tan

Ford ASCS Desert Non-Wing Se-
ries is slated for Saturday, April 3.

The 2021 season marks the
30th year of competition for the
American Sprint Car Series.

Spearheaded by the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network, the ASCS Nation also in-
cludes 11 Regional Tours that en-
compass both wing and non-wing
competition.

BROWNSBURG,
IN - The All Star Circuit
of Champions and
FloRacing, the official
media partner and
broadcast provider of
the winged sprint car
series, have agreed to
extend their exclusive
broadcast agreement
through the 2028 sea-

son. As part of the extension, Flo-
Racing acquired title sponsorship
of the All Star Circuit of Champions
for the 2021 season.

Operating under the FloSports
banner and headquartered in
Austin, Texas, FloRacing is an in-
novator in live motorsports stream-
ing and original content.

FloRacing will be on hand to
broadcast live racing action from
each and every event on the Flo-
Racing All Star Circuit of Champi-

ons presented by Mobil 1 schedule
for the next eight seasons, exclu-
sively at www.floracing.com.

Itʼs live and on-demand cover-
age of the All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions kicks off the 2021 season
with the Core & Main Spring Na-
tionals April 2-3 at Attica (Ohio)
Raceway Park.

“It's been an incredible year
working with Tony Stewart and his
team,” said Mark Floreani, CEO
and Co-Founder, FloSports. “Our
partnership built a solid foundation
that has allowed us to create an ex-
perience that motorsports fans
love. The All Stars team shares our
vision for the future of dirt track rac-
ing and weʼre excited to continue
our collaboration to grow the sport
in the years ahead.”

Founded in 2006, FloSports is a
venture-backed subscription video
streaming service dedicated to

sports, offering live and on-demand
access to hundreds of thousands of
competitive events across 25+ ver-
tical sport categories in the United
States and abroad. FloSports con-
tinues to emerge as the global
leader in live, in-depth, and on-de-
mand digital coverage for passion-
ate sports fans.

The 2021 FloRacing All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions presented by
Mobil 1 championship points sea-
son boasts a competitive and high-
paced schedule comprised of 56
events across 11 states.

Additionally, the series schedule
is highlighted with a stout list of
major paying programs including
the $54,000-to-win Tuscarora 50 at
Port Royal Speedway, the $26,000-
to-win Rayce Rudeen Foundation
Race at Kokomo Speedway, the
$17,554-to-win Dean Knittel Me-
morial at Portsmouth Raceway
Park, the Dirt Classic 8 at Lincoln
Speedway awarding $20,000-to-
win, and a $12,000-to-win visit to
Virginia Motor Speedway in mid-
April.

“We were obviously ecstatic
about our partnership in 2020, the
first year of our agreement”, said

Tony Stewart, owner of the FloRac-
ing All Star Circuit of Champions.
“Itʼs not very often that both sides
are on the same page and want to
renegotiate terms so quickly. We
met Mark (Floreani) and his team
in Austin in 2019 and immediately
connected on his passion to grow
motorsports within the FloSports
family. Flo has delivered on every
expectation and we look forward to
the All Stars carrying the flag for
their motorsports programming for
many years to come.”

To access live and on-demand
racing action from the All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions, visit FloRac-
ing.com and become an annual
PRO subscriber.

Race fans can see all the USAC
and dirt late-model action they want
in addition to Eldora Speedwayʼs
slate of races and those of the All
Star Circuit of Champions. The
subscription unlocks access to pre-
mium content across the entire
FloSports network.

Watch the events across all
screens by downloading the
FloSports app on iOS, Android,
Apple TV, Roku, Amazon Fire and
Chromecast.
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Southwest Victory at
Cocopah Speedway

Seth Bergman (center) won the ASCS Southwest Region evnet at
Cocopah Speedway with Colton Hardy (right) finishing second and
Lane Wofford (left) coming in third. (Ron Gilson photo)
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The Southern All
Stars Super Late
Model Series began
itʼs 38th season of dirt
track racing for the
19th Annual March
Madness at Cherokee
Speedway in Gaffney,
SC. 40 drivers signed
in for the 60 lap event.

Brandon Overton
from Evans, GA set
fast time in group 1
qualifying and also
overall fast time for the

Sunoco Race Fuels / Knowles
Racecar and Parts Quick Time
Award. Zack Mitchell from Enoree
SC was quickest in group 2.

Hoosier Tires four heat races
were 8 laps each with the top 4
transferring to the A-main.

Two 10 lap B-mains would move
the top 3 drivers to the A-main.

2 provisionals would make up
the 24 car field.

Heat 1: 1. Brandon Overton 2.
Jimmy Owens 3. Tim McCreadie 4.
Kyle Bronson

Heat 2: 1. Zack Mitchell 2. Stew-
art Friesen 3. Tyler Erb 4. Bryson
Harper

Heat 3: 1. Jonathan Davenport
2. Josh Richards 3. Trant Ivey 4.
Austin Franklin

Heat 4: 1. Kyle Strickler 2. Pey-
ton Freeman 3. Dillon Brown 4.
Billy Franklin

B-Main 1: 1. Ross Bails 2.
Dustin Mitchell 3. Daulton Wilson

B-Main 2: 1. Ryan Gustin 2.
Mike Rouse 3. Hudson Oneal

Provisionals: Mark Dodson Jay
Scott

Brandon Overton led flag to flag
in the 60 lap main event. Mitchell,
Davenport and Owens would stay
in his tracks for the first part of the
race.       

As the field was approaching the
half way mark, the car of Dustin
Mitchell slowed on the track to
bring out the 1st caution for me-
chanical problems.

At the crossed flags, Overton
was still leading but Davenport was
now 2nd with Mitchell 3rd and
Owens still 4th. With 7 laps re-
maining, Owens slipped around
Mitchell to pick up 3rd.

With 56 of the 60 laps com-
pleted, Bryson Harper brought out
the final caution with a flat tire to
bunch up the field for a 3 lap
shootout. Davenport on the restart
could not overtake Overton and
“Big Sexy” wins the 19th Annual
March Madness.

March Madness Official Finish
(Pending tire test)

1. Brandon Overton 2. Jonathan
Davenport 3. Jimmy Owens 4.
Zack Mitchell 5. Stewart Friesen 6.
Trent Ivey 7. Payton Freeman 8.
Kyle Strickler 9. Josh Richards 10.
Ryan Gustin 11. Dillon Brown 12.
Tim McCreadie 13. Ross Bailes 14.
Hudson Oneal 15. Kyle Bronson
16. Tyler Erb 17. Daulton Wilson
18. Billy Franklin 19. Bryson Harper
20. Austin Franklin 21. Dustin
Mitchell 22. Mike Rouse 23. Jay
Scott 24. Mark Dodson

DNS: Michael Brown, Dalton
Poston, Austin Kirkpatrick, Jeff
Smith, Tim Vance, Casey Turman,
Chris Blackwell, Josh Richeson,
Adam Yarbrough, Johnny Pursley,
Jr, Chris Ferguson, Robbie Stuart,
David Breazeale, Parker Martin,
Justin Hudspeth and Dennis
“Rambo” Franklin

Sunoco Fuels / Knowles Race-
car Parts fastest Qualifier : Bran-
don Overton

BrakeOmeter 4th place finisher:
Zack Mitchell

PPM Parts Hard Charger: Ryan
Gustin

March Madness Tidbits: 2020
Champion Billy Franklin has some
company this year on the circuit as
his nephew, Austin Franklin is com-
peting for the Cruise with the
Champions / Dirt on Dirt Rookie of
the Year for 2021. Also joining
Austin is Payton Freeman and
Casey Turman. 

Mark “Hollywood” Dodson made

the trip from Caledonia, MS to
Gaffney for his 4th March Mad-
ness. Mark, also know as the “One
Man Band” as he travels to the
races as driver, crew chief, pit crew
and boss is once again ready to
start his 4th full season with the se-
ries.

Payton Freeman leads the
Rookie of the Year points after
March Madness. Points are deter-
mined by the car count for each
event. Sunday, there were 40 cars
entered. The top finished receives
40 points, Austin Franklin was the
next finisher and receives 39 points
and Casey Turman receives 38
points.

Southern All Stars
Partner with FloRacing

for Broadcasting
Partnership

The Southern All Stars Dirt Rac-
ing Series is proud to announce a
multi-year broadcast partnership
with Floracing.com and their con-
tinued partnership with the Rookie

of the Year sponsorship.
The following races will be airing

on Floracing,com with more events
to be added during the year.

April 10  Thunderhill Raceway
Park – Summertown, TN

April 17  Smoky Mountain
Speedway – Maryville, TN

May 15 – Richmond Raceway –
Richmond, KY

June 19 – Senoia Raceway –
Senoia, GA

August 7 – Mountain Motor-
sports Park – Isom, KY

August 14 – Talladega Short
Track – Eastaboga, AL

September 25 – Smoky Moun-
tain Speedway – Maryville, TN

October 23 – Senoia Raceway –
Senoia, GA

November 12 – 13 – Southern
Raceway – Milton, FL

November 20 – Boydʼs Speed-
way – Ringgold, GA

Follow The Southern All Star Dirt
Racing Series @:www.sasdirt.com,
w w w. f a c e b o o k / s o u t h e r n a l l -
stardirtracingseries.com, and twit-
ter @sasdirt.
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Brandon Overton raced his way to victory lane at the 19th Annual
March Madness at Cherokee Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)





Bristol
Motor Speedway

BRISTOL, TN - So
just how does one go
about building a dirt
track?

Itʼs truly a scientific
process, but according
to Steve Swift itʼs not
actually rocket sci-
ence. The biggest dif-
ference, he says, is
the majority of dirt
tracks are built on a
dirt foundation. With
this conversion, the
dirt track is being con-
structed on top of what
many have called the

ʻHoly Grailʼ of short tracks.
Swift, senior vice president of

operations and development for
Speedway Motorsports, who has
spearheaded the effort to transform
iconic Bristol Motor Speedwayʼs
hallowed all-concrete half-mile
racetrack into a temporary dirt rac-
ing facility over the past three
months, says getting the facility into
working order has taken time, re-
search, planning, consultations
with dirt track experts, and plenty of
patience.

Swift has been involved in a lot
of complex engineering projects
during his years at Speedway Mo-
torsports, like building the mega
screen Colossus TV at BMS, con-
structing a four-lane dragstrip at
zMAX Dragway, and developing
the ROVAL at Charlotte Motor
Speedway, but he says heʼs having
a ton of fun with this project at
Thunder Valley.

“As an engineer, anytime you
get to play in the mud while you are
on the job, itʼs a good day in my
book,” says Bristol native Swift with
a smile. “Iʼve been fortunate to work
on some great projects during my
time with Speedway Motorsports.
When you work for visionaries like
Bruton and Marcus Smith you
know you are going to be engaged
in some intriguing projects. Con-
verting Bristol Motor Speedway to
dirt is one of those challenging, but
fun projects.”

And despite the challenges of
completing such a project in the
middle of winter, Swift says he and
his team, which is comprised of
Bakerʼs Construction Company
and plenty of John Deere equip-
ment from BMS partner Meade
Tractor, is on schedule to have the
dirt track ready for the Bristol Dirt
Nationals, March 15-20, the Food
City Dirt Race weekend March 26-
28 and two World of Outlaws week-
ends in April (8-10 and 22-24).

As the calendar turns to early

March, the crew is putting in the fin-
ishing touches to the project, which
includes installing timing loops, till-
ing the surface, hanging a new
temporary pit entry gate and run-
ning plenty of packer cars to
groove and prime the racing sur-
face.

To get to this point, Swift says it
all started with spreading a moun-
tain of sawdust around the track
back in January.

“We started out placing sawdust
on the track,” Swift said. “The rea-
son we do that is to make sure that
we when we clean the track up we
have a way to get it off without
staining the concrete and get the
track ready for the Night Race in
September. It also helps with the
cleanup.”

Once the sawdust layer was
down the team then added the fill
dirt. The fill dirt was actually the
same dirt that was placed on the
track in 2000 and 2001 when BMS
first held dirt races. The fill dirt was
being stored at a BMS facility a few
miles from the track and was
hauled over in about 1,500 truck-
loads.

The next layer came from Gen-
try Campground, a facility located
close to Bristol Motor Speedway.
Then the racing surface dirt was
added, which was found at a local
source that Swift refers to as “Bluff
City Clay.” Swift says he consulted
with a variety of dirt experts and
local dirt tracks to determine the ac-
tual type of Tennessee dirt that
would create the best surface for
the racing layer.

“There is a lot of science to dirt
racing and the type of dirt that you
race on,” Swift said. “We had to
look for different types of dirt,
thereʼs a lot of red clay in the area,
but thereʼs good red clay and bad
red clay. Weʼve talked with a lot of
experts, to people who know a lot
more about dirt than anyone would
ever want to know about dirt. We
took samples and sent them off to
have them tested and found the
right mixture. Once we found the
right dirt it was a matter of how to
get it to the site in a timely manner.
We found enough to cover the
track and to have a great racing
surface.”

Overall, Swift says there was
23,000 cubic yards of dirt hauled in
to build the track and that translates
to roughly 2,300 truckloads of com-
pacted dirt. The dirt was placed in
the proper locations using Global
Satellite Positioning (GPS) equip-
ment on the bulldozers and graders
working the job. In the turns there
was 9-10 feet of dirt placed to bring
the banking to 19 degrees. Along

the front and backstretch there will
be 1-2 feet of dirt and about a foot
of dirt in some of the smallest fills
around the track. The total racing
surface on the track will be about
50 feet wide.

Swift says thereʼs better tech-
nology around today to help his
team get the dirt where it is sup-
posed to go versus how they built it
in 2000 and 2001. For instance, he
says, the GPS system has been
huge.

“There is a GPS system on our
dirt moving equipment that is talk-
ing to roughly 26 to 30 satellites at
a time that are relaying positioning
information in correlation to where
on the track the blade needs to be,”
Swift says. “With the GPS system
it gives us an accuracy within five-
hundredths of an inch. You are talk-
ing about the fineness of a hair. Itʼs
quite amazing technology actually.”

During the two weeks ahead,
Swift says his team will be in a con-
stant grooming process, working
the dirt daily to keep it where it
needs to be for racing. He says
adding the correct moisture content
to the dirt is key, to keep dust to a
minimum.

“To be a great entertaining event
for the fans and the competitors we
need to make sure the dust levels
are staying down,” Swift says.
“Weʼve got dirt tracks in Charlotte,
Texas and Las Vegas and weʼve
had dirt events where the dust be-
came an issue, so one of the
biggest obstacles for us is the fact
of putting new dirt on thatʼs never
been raced on, we need to learn
what the dirt does in different con-
ditions. That means we will have a
lot of tiller work coming up with
water trucks and packer cars to get
the race surface to where we want
it.”

Swift says with so many different
series of racing coming to BMS
over the next two months to com-
pete on the dirt track, he says the
track will need to be flexible in
setup for the variety of different
race circuits.

“In the dirt world, each series
likes a little different dirt prep,” Swift
says. “Some like it slicker, some
like a little more cushion, so itʼs
more of a track prep
situation for each of
the different races.
But the way it looks
overall will be similar.”

Swift says he is
thankful to the vast
input he has received
from various dirt
tracks and dirt gurus
across the country for
this project. He says

their help was a huge benefit.
“We have been fortunate,” Swift

says. “There have been a lot of
people who have been more than
willing to help, especially a lot of the
local tracks around here like Bulls
Gap, Maryville, Seymour and
Wytheville. They have all have
been more than helpful to give wis-
dom and tell us what type of dirt we
are dealing with and what they deal
with when they run their events.
Weʼve done a lot of research.
Weʼve reached out to tracks in Cal-
ifornia, Iowa, Missouri and so many
others, the list is really long. They
are all happy to help us and see
this as a big win for the dirt world.
To see the big series racing on dirt
is exciting for the dirt world as well.”

Key Partners in the BMS Dirt
Track Build:

• Construction Builder – Chad
Baker, Bakerʼs Construction, Bluff
City, Tenn.

• Designer – Tony Harper, Line &
Grade, Inc., Acworth, Ga.

• Equipment Supplier – Chuck
Meade, Meade Tractor, Johnson
City, Tenn.

• Soil Testing – S&E Organics,
Bakersfield, California and GEO
Services, Kingsport, Tenn.

• Race Weekend Maintenance –
Mike Van Genderen, Des Moines,
Iowa

For ticket information to any of
the upcoming dirt events, visit
www.bristolmotorspeedway.com or
call the BMS Ticket Sales Center at
(866) 415-4158.

To make the events as safe as
possible for all attendees, BMS is
instituting procedures to reduce
contact and crowd density as
guests and competitors purchase
tickets, enter the grounds, enjoy
the event and depart the facil-
ity. Face coverings will be a re-
quired accessory in high-traffic
areas inside and outside the sta-
dium for all guests who attend. The
“Mask Up” campaign is part of an
important initiative by Bristol Motor
Speedway that strongly encour-
ages the public to wear face cover-
ings, not only when they are visiting
the Speedway, but also when they
are out in the surrounding

(Continued Next Page)
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communities as well,
and to follow all of the
necessary protocols
and guidelines to do
their part to help re-
duce the spread of
COVID-19.

Founded in 1961,
Bristol Motor Speed-
way is celebrating its
60th anniversary in
2021 and will reflect
on the great moments
that have made the
multi-use sports and
entertainment destina-
tion one of the very

best for creating wow moments
and cherished memories for fans.
Home to epic NASCAR races and
other major motorsports events, as
well as NFL and college football
games, a wide variety of music
concerts and other captivating
events, Bristol Motor Speedway
has shined in the spotlight on many
occasions throughout the past six
decades. The latest venture to host
a return to NASCARʼs roots of dirt
racing will certainly add to that
legacy.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Before

NASCARʼs best race for glory, At-
lanta Motor Speedway is inviting
fans to take the first laps of the race
weekend and help children in need.

Speedway Childrenʼs Charities
Atlanta is hosting Laps for Charity
on Atlantaʼs famous 1.54-mile oval
under the lights on Friday, March
19, as part of the NASCAR week-
end festivities. Participants will get
to drive their personal vehicle onto
the 24-degree banked turns and
make three laps around the historic
speedway. Proceeds will benefit
the Atlanta Chapter of Speedway
Childrenʼs Charities and its ongoing
mission to help children in need.

With a donation of $40 per vehi-
cle participants will drive three laps
around the Speedway. Gates will
open for the event at 4:30 p.m. Do-
nations for admission must be
made online; admission will not be
sold on-site. Additionally, drivers
will be required to complete a
waiver and present it upon arrival.
Seatbelts must be worn by all par-
ticipants.

Attendees will access the event
by entering the infield through the
service tunnel located just off
Richard Petty Boulevard and Lower
Woolsey Road. Participants will
then follow signage to check-in. 

Throughout the event attendees
will be required to remain inside

their vehicles and observe guide-
lines for safety and social distanc-
ing.

To learn more about Laps for
Charity and to purchase tickets to
the event, go to https://www.speed-
waycharities.org/events/atlanta/lap
s-for-charity/.

zMAX Dragway
CONCORD, NC - After a 579-

day hiatus amid the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, the NHRAʼs
11,000-horsepower, nitro burning
machines will once again roar to life
at the Bellagio of drag strips when
the NGK NTK NHRA 4-Wide Na-
tionals return to zMAX Dragway
May 14-16. In accordance with
state and local restrictions, seating
capacity will be limited and new
safety protocols will be in place to
ensure the safety and well-being of
fans, drivers, teams and staff in at-
tendance.

“Hosting marquee events is
what we do; itʼs in our DNA and we
are tremendously excited to be
able to get back to that in 2021,
starting with the NGK NTK NHRA
4-Wide Nationals,” said Charlotte
Motor Speedway Executive Vice
President and General Manager
Greg Walter. “Every time the driv-
ers step on the throttle at our four-
wide events, itʼs something unique,
but given what fans have endured
over the past 12 months, this yearʼs
event promises to be extra special
as we take another important step
back toward ʻnormalʼ.”

SAFETY PROTOCOLS: Race
weekend fan protocols will include
health screenings for fans, contact-
less ticketing, socially distanced
grandstand seating and cashless
souvenir and concession pur-
chases. Fans and staff will also be
required to wear approved face
coverings at all times, except while
actively eating and drinking. Lim-
ited grandstand seating will be in
groups of up to six people properly
socially distant from any other
group. There will be no access to
trackside viewing along the fence
at the front of the grandstands.

zMAX Dragway's modified race
day protocols also include: social
distancing in concession and bath-
room lines; enhanced cleaning and
sanitation in high-touch, high-traffic
public areas; added hand-sanitizer
stations; and limited guests in
suites.

Fans will be allowed to bring
food and unopened beverages in a
soft-sided clear bag no larger than
14 inches on its longest side. Stan-
dard coolers will be prohibited to
limit interpersonal contact at secu-
rity checkpoints. To limit contact,

cash will not be accepted.
Credit/debit cards and Apple Pay
will be the accepted forms of pay-
ment at concession and souvenir
locations.

Due to COVID-19 protocols,
only RV camping will be allowed
during the weekend. No tent camp-
ing will be permitted. Camping ar-
rival will begin on May 13, 2021.
Additional information will be pub-
lished to www.charlottemotor-
speedway.com and sent directly to
campers as event information is fi-
nalized.

“Through our successful efforts
to bring NASCAR back to Charlotte
Motor Speedway and with addi-
tional key learnings from several of
our sister tracks, we feel confident,
with the fansʼ help, we can once
again execute a safe race weekend
and bring NHRA drag racing back
in a big way,” Walter said.

TICKETS: Based on the limited
capacity allowed by the state of
North Carolina, limited tickets re-
main for the NGK NTK NHRA 4-
Wide Nationals. Three-day adult
ticket packages are just $99, with
single-day tickets starting at only
$20. Fans can purchase tickets at
www.charlottemotorspeedway.com
or by calling 800-455-FANS (3267).
Kids 13 and under get in free.

FOLLOW US: Keep track of all
of the latest news and information
from zMAX Dragway by following
on Twitter and Instagram or be-
come a Facebook fan. Keep up
with all the latest news and infor-
mation with the Charlotte Motor
Speedway mobile app.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Officials from

Talladega Superspeedway and Ag-
Pro Companies, a regional John
Deere dealership across eight
states, announced today that the
NASCAR Xfinity Series race at the
2.66-mile venue on Saturday, April
24, will be known the Ag-Pro 300 at
TALLADEGA.

The new entitlement expands
the already strong partnership be-
tween the 2.66-mile track and Ag-
Pro Companies, which is also the
Official Tractor Dealer of Talladega
Superspeedway. The Ag-Pro 300
at TALLADEGA marks the second
consecutive Xfinity Series race at
Talladega in which Ag-Pro has
been the primary sponsor. Last
fallʼs Xfinity event was also the Ag-
Pro 300 at TALLADEGA.

“Ag-Pro is very excited bring
back the Ag-Pro 300 at Talladega
Superspeedway this year for the
spring race,” said James Groover,
CEO of Ag-Pro Companies. “We
are extremely honored to be the of-

ficial track partner again as fans are
able to return to the track for the
race!”

Ag-Pro Companies, headquar-
tered in Boston, GA, was founded
in 1958. Ag-Pro is one of the
largest privately-owned John
Deere dealership in North America
offering a complete line of lawn and
garden equipment, small tractors,
agricultural equipment and con-
struction worksite products. With
77 locations across Alabama,
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Ohio,
South Carolina, North Carolina and
Tennessee, Ag-Pro serves a di-
verse customer base and has over
1,500 employees on staff to pro-
vide customers with the highest
level of service. For more informa-
tion, visit www.agproco.com.

“We are proud that Ag-Pro con-
tinues to see Talladega Super-
speedway as a great platform to
showcase their incredible prod-
ucts,” said Talladega Superspeed-
way President Brian Crichton. “The
company has been a tremendous
partner, and we are excited to have
them as a member of the Talladega
family.”

The Ag-Pro 300 at TALLADEGA
will once again be a part of the
Dash 4 Cash program, which
awards a $100,000 bonus to the
highest finishing NASCAR Xfinity
Series regular in select races. In
last yearʼs Dash 4 Cash, Ross
Chastain earned two of the four
$100,000 bonus prizes with runner-
up finishes at Talladega Super-
speedway and at Pocono
Raceway. Also earning $100,000
bonuses were Noah Gragson for
his own runner-up finish at Atlanta,
and A.J. Allmendinger for finishing
fourth at Homestead-Miami Speed-
way. Justin Haley captured both
Xfinity Series races at Talladega in
2020.

The Ag-Pro 300 at TALLADEGA
will be a part of a double-dose of
action on Saturday, April 24 with
the ARCA Menards Series race
kicking off the day at 12 Noon CT.
The Ag-Pro 300 at TALLADEGA
gets the green flag at 3:00 p.m. CT.
Sundayʼs anchor event, the GEICO
500 for the NASCAR Cup Series, is
scheduled for a 1:00 p.m. CT start.
Justin Haley won both of the trackʼs
NASCAR Xfinity Series races last
year, including the fall Ag-Pro 300
at TALLADEGA.

To ensure the safest environ-
ment possible for guests, Talladega
Superspeedway is implementing
enhanced COVID-19 safety proto-
cols and procedures including
screening guests before entering
the facility, requiring face coverings 
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to be worn and six feet
social distancing
maintained throughout
their visit.

Tickets for the Ag-
Pro 300 at TAL-
LADEGA as well as
weekend RV camping
can be purchased by
calling 1-877.Go2.
DEGA .

Fans are encour-
aged to keep up with
all the happenings at
the biggest, baddest
race track on the
planet by following

Talladega Superspeedway on Twit-
ter, Facebook and Instagram.

About Ag-Pro Companies: Ag-
Pro Companies was founded in
1958 and is headquartered in
Boston, GA.  Ag-Pro is now one of
the largest privately-owned John
Deere dealership in North America
offering a complete line of lawn and
garden equipment, small tractors,
agricultural equipment and con-
struction worksite products. With
77 locations across Alabama,
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Ohio,
South Carolina, North Carolina and
Tennessee, Ag-Pro serves a di-
verse customer base and has over
1,500 employees on staff to pro-
vide customers with the highest
level of service. For more informa-
tion, visit www.agproco.com.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL -

NASCAR and Kingʼs Hawaiian an-
nounced today a multiyear track of-
ficial partnership that secures the
family-owned bakery naming rights
to dining areas at four NASCAR-
owned facilities – Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway, Kansas
Speedway, Richmond Raceway
and Phoenix Raceway. 

Kingʼs Hawaiian will work with
NASCARʼs track hospitality partner
Levy to offer branded and region-
ally themed menu items at each
venue. Kingʼs Hawaiian celebrates
the start of its NASCAR partnership
March 12-14 during the fifth race
weekend of the season at Phoenix
Raceway where it will debut both
the “Kingʼs Hawaiian Grill at
Phoenix Raceway” and the “Kingʼs
Hawaiian Food Court at Phoenix
Raceway.”

“As Kingʼs Hawaiian makes its
first foray into motorsports, we wel-
come them to the NASCAR family,”
said Frank Kelleher, senior vice
president and chief sales officer,
NASCAR. “Just like our sport,
Kingʼs Hawaiian brings people to-

gether, and we look forward to col-
laborating to enhance the fan din-
ing experience at our racetracks.”

The bakery, known for its irre-
sistible breads, was founded in
1950 by Robert R. Tiara, the son of
Japanese immigrants, in Hilo,
Hawaii. In the more than 70 years
since, Kingʼs Hawaiian has grown
to serve the entire mainland United
States and has expanded interna-
tionally.

“Weʼre excited to partner with
NASCAR to share Kingʼs Hawaiian
bread with NASCARʼs extremely
passionate fanbase,” said Chad
Donvito, SVP and Chief Marketing
Officer of Kingʼs Hawaiian.
“NASCAR is an American institu-
tion and a great partner to have as
we continue to share the taste of
Aloha throughout the United
States.”

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - On March 11,

2020, the World Health Organiza-
tion officially classified COVID-19
as a global pandemic. Shortly
thereafter, the entertainment indus-
try – along with nearly every other
facet of life – came to a screeching
halt. Staying true to its motto of put-
ting fans first, Charlotte Motor
Speedway (CMS) shifted gears
from its traditional schedule of
events to focus on serving the com-
munity.

CMS orchestrated a number of
community service initiatives to
support recovery efforts and pro-
duced a variety of COVID-safe en-
tertainment options to give people
a sense of normalcy during times
that were anything but normal.

“The past year has been a
tremendous challenge for all of us
in the entertainment business,”
said Charlotte Motor Speedway Ex-
ecutive Vice President and General
Manager Greg Walter. “But from
those challenges came great op-
portunities to serve and I cannot be
prouder of the efforts our team put
forth to work for the greater good of
our community.

“As we continue to see trends
moving in a positive direction, all of
us at Americaʼs Home for Racing
join our fans in looking forward to
days filled with packed grand-
stands at events like those that de-
fined us long before anyone knew
about COVID-19.”

Highlights of the speedwayʼs
COVID-related community efforts
since the pandemic began:

• Distributed 32,000 vaccina-
tions during two (three-day) mass
vaccination events in partnership
with Atrium Health, Tepper Sports
and Entertainment and Honeywell

• Served 202 consecutive days
as a drive-thru COVID testing facil-
ity with Atrium Health

• Hosted socially distanced
drive-thru commencement exer-
cises for 2,800 area high school
seniors

• Packaged and distributed
32,000+ meals to families in need
in support of Estherʼs Heart, Blue-
Cross Blue Shield of North Car-
olina, the Latin American Chamber
of Commerce-Charlotte and Coca-
Cola

• Produced nine nights of live
drive-in concerts including a 1,500-
car Avett Brothers event that sold
out in seven minutes

• Partnered with Coca-Cola and
the Carolina Panthers to host Joy
to the Carolinas, sharing food,
clothes and toys with 1,500 local
families in need

• Executed a COVID-safe Bank
of America ROVAL™ 400
NASCAR playoff race with 6,600
fans on-site and millions more
tuned in across the globe

FOLLOW US: Keep track of all
of Charlotte Motor Speedwayʼs
events by following on Twitter and
Instagram or become a Facebook
fan. Keep up with all the latest
news and information with the
Charlotte Motor Speedway mobile
app.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - While the

NASCAR race teams are busy
preparing their race cars and trucks
for the Food City Dirt Race week,
the Bristol Chapter of Speedway
Children's Charities also is in full
preparation mode as they are get-
ting ready to host a variety of
fundraising events during the week
to raise much-needed money for
local children in need.

Among the events planned for
the week by SCC-Bristol to benefit
thousands of children in the region
include the Red Bucket Brigade
presented by Hardee's®, Sugar-
lands Souvenir Dirt Jars and for the
first time ever, a Dirt Track Walk.

“The race fans have always
been such a major part of our ef-
forts to raise money to assist chil-
dren in our community,” said
Claudia Byrd, executive director of
Speedway Children's Charities
Bristol chapter. “We could not do
what we do without their generos-
ity or support and we look forward
to another tremen-
dous race weekend.”

The familiar SCC
Red Buckets will be
passing through the
grandstands, con-
course level and

suites throughout the Food City Dirt
Race weekend during the Red
Bucket Brigade presented by
Hardee's®. Guests are encour-
aged to drop their loose change or
any dollar amount into the buckets
as they pass by. Guests can also
donate to the Virtual Red Bucket
via the SCC website or by using the
text to give option. Just text
“Kidswin” to 44-321 to donate.

Guests can take home some of
the Bristol dirt from the weekend in
special souvenir Sugarlands Shine
Commemorative Dirt Jars that will
benefit Speedway Childrenʼs Char-
ities. The jars will make the perfect
keepsake from the event and are
available for $25 and can be pur-
chased at two locations on con-
course level during the race
weekend. Sugarlands Dirt Jars can
also be purchased at the SCC-Bris-
tol website for $25 plus shipping.

SCC-Bristol will host a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to walk on the
dirt track on Saturday, March 27,
beginning at 8:30 a.m. Guests can
take a walk around the historic Bris-
tol Motor Speedway dirt track be-
fore the NASCAR stars hit the track
later that day for Bushʼs Beans
Qualifying and the Pintyʼs Truck
Race on Dirt.

Participants will be able to see
the dirt up close, touch it and take
plenty of photos during the tour.
Tickets for the SCC-Bristol Dirt
Track Walk are $20, and the pur-
chase price includes an official on-
track photo.

Kids are admitted free with a
paying adult. Dirt Track Walk par-
ticipants also should choose
clothes and shoes that they donʼt
care if they get a little dirty. 

For more information, visit
www.speedwaycharities.org/bristol.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - The AMS Leg-

ends program took to the Thunder
Ring for a double dose of racing ac-
tion on Saturday.

Drivers from across Georgia and
the Southeast dueled on the tricky
¼-mile track for two sets of highly
competitive feature races. In the 16
races that were run across all eight
divisions there were 14 different
feature winners, with only Masters
racer Bill Plemons Jr., of Locus
Grove, and Semi-Pro competitor
Nathan Jackson, of McDonough, 

(Continued Next Page)
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Continued…

winning both of their
divisionsʼ feature
races.

One of the most
interesting battles to
follow throughout the
day was the sibling ri-
valry in the Pro feature
races.

Brothers Cale and
Cody Hall of Griffin
squared up to decide
both feature races,
with Cale holding off
Cody for the win in the
first feature and Cody
besting his brother to

take the win in the second feature.
Visit www.atlantamotorspeed-

way for more information and full
results from the AMS Legends pro-
gram. 

Bristol Motor Speedway
By Allen Gregory
The local dirt racing scene in the

greater Appalachian Highlands Re-
gion, which covers Eastern Ten-
nessee and Southwestern Virginia,
has been thriving for many years. A
wide selection of tracks offers
weekend fun for fans and many op-
portunities for aspiring drivers.

As Bristol Motor Speedway has
been converted into a temporary
dirt track and will host five upcom-
ing races on the clay surface in
March and April as part of its 60th
anniversary celebration, track offi-
cials are also using the opportunity
to raise awareness to the vast dirt
racing heroes throughout the mo-
torsports world.

There are plenty of those heroes
right here racing each weekend at
dirt racing facilities near Bristol
Motor Speedway.

Many of those local dirt tracks
have been helpful to BMS officials
as they placed the dirt atop of the
all-concrete high-banked half-mile
oval during the past two months.
The first dirt race that will be held –
The Karl Kustoms Bristol Dirt Na-
tionals – will feature many of the
top local drivers competing against
drivers from across the United
States in one of eight classes of
competition.

More than 1,200 drivers have
registered for the landmark grass-
roots racing event.

Landon Stallard made his first
trip to Volunteer Speedway at age
7.

“I was amazed at the scene,”
Stallard said. “The cars were so
fast and there was competition all
over the track.”

Stallard, 44, grew up in

Kingsport but he accompanied his
father on many return adventures
to Bulls Gap, Tennessee, for the
Saturday night shows at Volunteer.

In 2019, Stallard took his pas-
sion for the 4/10-mile dirt track to
another level. He bought the facility
from longtime owner Joe Loven.

Since then, Stallard has bal-
anced the roles of general man-
ager, promoter and track prep
specialist.

“Volunteer is known as the
“Worldʼs Fastest Dirt Track” for a
reason,” Stallard said.  “This place
is super fast and it has a ton of his-
tory.”

Each of the historic area dirt
tracks are within a 2-3 hour drive of
Bristol Motor Speedway. Each fea-
tures a legacy of famed racers,
loyal fans and legendary feats.

Volunteer, which opened in
1974, has served as a proving
ground for Super Late Model su-
perstars such as five-time Volun-
teer track champion Vic Hill
(Mosheim, Tenn.)  and touring stars
Jimmy Owens (Newport, Tenn.)
and Scott Bloomquist from Moores-
burg, Tennessee.

“We take a lot of pride in the na-
tional success of those guys,” Stal-
lard said.  “Bloomquist was kind of
my hero when I was young, and I
still go over to his race shop quite a
bit.”

Stallard is also friends with
Owens, recognized by dirt racing
fans as “The Newport Nightmare”
and “The O Show.”

“Jimmy kind of started out at Vol-
unteer and he was a regular for
years in our Late Model events,”
Stallard said. “Jimmy is a super
nice guy who has won a lot of big
races, but heʼs down to earth.”

Volunteer earned national expo-
sure in 2010 thanks to former
NASCAR Cup driver Kasey Kahne.
During qualifying for a World of
Outlaws Sprint Car event, Kahne
posted a jaw-dropping lap of
10.258 seconds at 140.378 mph.

Hill, who operates his own en-
gine building business, established
the Super Late Model record at Vol-
unteer in 2017 with a qualifying lap
of 11.860 seconds.

“If you compare the speeds for
NASCAR races Bristol Motor
Speedway to a typical Saturday
night at Volunteer, thereʼs not that
much of a difference,” Stallard said.
“Our banking is 32 degrees in the
turns, and there is never a boring
moment.”

Another regional dirt track
known for high speeds and high
banks is Wythe Raceway in Rural
Retreat, Virginia. The half-mile
track is located just 61 miles from

BMS on scenic Pine Ridge.
Charismatic businessman Fred

Brown has worked as the owner
and promoter at Wythe since it
opened in 1970.

On Saturday nights, Brown over-
sees tasks ranging from track
maintenance and Victory Lane in-
terviews to souvenir and conces-
sion stand operations.

With hillside seating and multiple
divisions for entry-level and low-
budget racers, Wythe has thrived
as other short tracks have strug-
gled with car count and attendance.

“Weʼve been very fortunate to
have a formula that has worked for
years,” Brown said. “We have a
family-type atmosphere with tal-
ented competitors and fans who
enjoy dirt track racing.”

Wythe Raceway has been fea-
tured during motorsports segments
on television outlets ranging from
the Discovery Channel and the
Speed Channel to Spike TV.

Current NASCAR Cup regulars
Tyler Reddick and Austin Dillion
have made trips to Rural Retreat in
recent years for dirt Late Model
events, while other NASCAR driv-
ers in various divisions have honed
their power sliding techniques dur-
ing practice sessions at Wythe.

One of the most proficient and
popular figures at Wythe is Duke
Bare, a 45-year-old free spirit from
Meadowview, Virginia, respected
for his versatility as a racer and wiz-
ardry as an auto mechanic.

In addition to winning more than
200 races and 20 track titles, Bare
served as the mentor to current
NASCAR Xfinity Series regular Jef-
frey Earnhardt when he began his
motorsports career at Wythe Race-
way. Jeffrey is the grandson of the
late Dale Earnhardt.

Bare credits the car control skills
he developed at Wythe for helping
him win Mini Stock and Street
Stock races held on the same day
during a special grassroots event
held at BMS.

“A driver can learn so much at a
place like Wythe,ʼʼ Bare said.  “Iʼve
raced at 40 different tracks, includ-
ing Rockingham and Kentucky
Speedway, and thereʼs no place
like Wythe Raceway.”

When Bristol Motor Speedway
officials announced plans to trans-
form their iconic .533-mile oval into
a dirt track, Bare took interest. He
spent weeks preparing a car for
Bristol Dirt Nationals at BMS.

“If you are a true racer, you will
be watching or competing in the
Dirt Nationals,” Bare said. “I had to
be part of history. It was Bristol, it
was dirt, and it was Street Stock.
Really, all the dirt races at Bristol

will be interesting.”
Tyler Arrington, a 27-year-old dirt

racer from Lebanon, Virginia is also
fascinated by the ambitious dirt
transformation at Bristol.

For the past few years, Arrington
has paid his dues on the American
Crate All-Star Series, a dirt late
model touring organization based
in Northeast Tennessee.

Arrington has followed all the
headline-grabbing news regarding
the makeover at BMS.

“When I caught wind about the
NASCAR races in Bristol, I knew
this could be a great opportunity for
dirt racing around our region,” Ar-
rington said. “When the news came
out about the Dirt Track Nationals I
figured it would be a big hit, but I
didnʼt realize just how big it would
become.”

Just like Bare, Arrington em-
braced the chance to compete on
his home NASCAR track in the Dirt
Nationals.

“We beefed up some certain
suspension components to make
sure they could withstand the loads
the track will produce and also the
length of the corners,ʼʼ Arrington
said. “The track will be faster than
most of us have ever been on be-
fore.”

Arrington knows competition. He
topped a field of 45 drivers from
several states to capture a
$10,000-to-win Crate All-Star Se-
ries event at Wythe on Sept. 6,
2020.

“Iʼd love to race Super Late Mod-
els on dirt someday, but the cost is
almost out of reach for a guy like
me that works every day,” Arrington
said. “Iʼm proud to be part of the
group of racers that grew up run-
ning at tracks like Wythe Raceway
and Volunteer Speedway.”

Stallard thinks his track in Bulls
Gap helped set the stage for the
marquee dirt showcase at Bristol
Motor Speedway.

“There are a lot of dirt racing
fans and dirt racers in Northeast
Tennessee,” Stallard said. “When I
took over Volunteer, folks at differ-
ent tracks were kind of butting
heads but weʼve put all our differ-
ences aside and worked to corre-
late our schedules so we donʼt
have conflicts.”

Stallard crafted a 22-race sched-
ule for Volunteer for 2021. The
track offers 5-7 classes of racing,
with a regular car count of 80-100.

“Our fans are excited to see the
dirt on Bristol,” Stallard said. “Itʼs
encouraging to see NASCAR get-
ting back to its roots, and I think it
will help create a new appreciation
for the non-stop excitement of dirt
racing.”
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By DON COBLE
SATSUMA, FL -

During the past six
years, the Putnam
Raceway had deterio-
rated into mess of
splintered grand-
stands, peeling and
blistered paint, broken
lights, vandalized walls
filled with graffiti and
overgrown weeds.

Instead of being
knocked down and re-

placed by an apartment complex,
storage facility or another mini-
mart, progress simply ignored the
3/8-mile dirt track. Neglect quickly
turned into indifference. Soon, mo-
torists simply ignored the dilapi-
dated property on the drive
between Palatka and Crescent
City.

But Tracy Cantley refused to for-
get. He raced there as a teenager
and still fondly remembers the
dusty nights and ear-piercing
sounds of untamed horsepower.

“The place had a lot of senti-
mental value to me,” he said.

So he bought it.
While other local short tracks

have been closing around the
county, the Putnam Speedway has
risen from ruins. The track that was
little more than an eyesore months
ago, hosted its first full night of rac-
ing last Friday. The program is ap-
propriately named, “The
Resurrection.”

Despite losing several of North
Floridaʼs top Late Model teams to
the Bristol Dirt Nationals, 61 cars
filled the garage area.

Clint Gillen of nearby Keystone
Heights was one of them.

“I grew up in it, but Iʼm brand
new to racing myself,” he said. “Itʼs
something Iʼve dreamed about my
whole life. The good thing for me is,
I donʼt have any bad habits to
break. Iʼm really blessed to be part
of it.”

After practicing for there a week
earlier for the first time, he finished
fourth in the E-Mod main event.
The speedway is shaped like the
Martinsville Speedway on the
NASCAR circuit – long straight-
away with paperclip-like tight turns.

Itʼs one of the reasons why
Cantley also refers to the track as
“The Clip.”

Opening night included five
classes – Florida Late Model Chal-
lenge Series, E-Mods, Street
Stocks, V-8 Thunder Stocks and
Real Stocks. The winner of the fea-
tured season-opening 75-lap
Florida Late Model Challenge Se-
ries, Shawn Smith, earned $2,000.

Donnie Chappell finished sec-
ond, followed by Adam Benen-
baugh in third, David Markham in
fourth and Raymond Folwell in fifth.
Defending series champion Nevin
Gainey wound up sixth.

“I only got to race here one time
[before it closed],” Markham said. “I
heard it was re-opening, but you
hear that all the time. You donʼt get
your hopes up. Iʼm glad this one
turned out to be true.”

Jason Garver won the Street
Stock main event, while Ron
Adams won Thunder Stocks,
Shane Taylor won E-Mods and
Joseph Watson won Real Stocks.

The last race at Putnam was in
late 2015, Cantley said. There have
been more than 100 track closures
around the county in the past 20
years, but despite being aban-
doned for nearly six years, Putnam
was resurrected.

The track was leased to several
promoters, but each one left the
property in bigger disarray.

“The last person who had the
track didnʼt pay the light bill,” Cant-
ley said. “He had to run races dur-
ing the day because he didnʼt have
lights.”

Most of the equipment was ei-
ther missing or so heavily dam-
aged, Cantley essentially had to
start from scratch. Buildings were
repaired and restrooms were up-
graded. Many of Cantley friends
helped with the remodeling, trading
sweat for the thrill of getting back
on the track again.

Tom Whipple, founder of the se-

ries, provided a water truck and
scoring system.

“We normally open our season
at Volusia, but we decided to move
it to here,” Whipple said. “I saw my
first dirt race at this track. Itʼs spe-
cial to me.”

One of the biggest upgrades,
however, is fresh coat of clay.

The track has seating for more
than 5,000 fans, along with pit fa-
cilities for more than 100 cars and
their crews, a full kitchen conces-
sion stand, two separate snack
bars serving a variety of snacks
and beverages, and a merchandise
stand.

Cantley said he wants others to
create their own memories.

“I got a lot of friends whoʼve
helped out,” he said. “When I got
the track, they came over and
helped me. A lot of free labor and
help.

“We want to bring kids back into
it. Now it seems thereʼs a separa-
tion between the grandstands and
the pits. Weʼre going to fix that.
Weʼll bring drivers to the grand-
stands and drivers will bring their
cars so people can see them. We
will have autograph nights. We
want to create a relationship be-
tween the fans and drivers.”

Cantley currently has plans for
35 racing Fridays this year. Putnam
will be the only track in Florida with
Friday shows, he said. It will be a
perfect complement to Saturday
dirt-shows at nearby Volusia
Speedway Park in Barberville and
All-Tech Speedway in Lake City.

“Weʼll race every Friday night
unless thereʼs another track thatʼs
running a two-night event,” Cantley
said. Since nobody else in Florida
runs on Friday nights, our car
counts should be good.”
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Putnam Raceway Emerges from Ruins
to Resumption of Weekly Shows

Shawn Smith takes the turn at the Putnam Raceway to win the
Florida Late Model Challenge Series race Friday night. (DON
COBLE photo)

A newly resurrected Putnam Raceway opened it gates Friday night
for a full slate of great dirt racing. (DON COBLE photo)



Hickory Motor
Speedway

NEWTON, NC -
The sound of horse-
power echoed
throughout the
Catawba Valley on
Saturday night as rac-
ing returned to Hickory
Motor Speedway for
the 2021 Season
Opener Blowoutfor the
NASCAR Advance
Auto Parts Weekly Se-
ries!

The Heritage Fi-
nance Late Models
would be the first to hit

the track for the firstof their two 40
lap features. Ryan Millington in the
#15 would set fast time and start
from the point with Landon Huff-
man in the #11 starting outside of
row one. Row two would see Gra-
cie Trotter in the #2 and Jack Wood
in the #21 side by side for the start.
Millington would look to take the
early lead as he dove into turn one.
But Huffman would use the high
line to build momentumand take
the lead on lap one. Huffman would
lead the first ten laps with Milling-
ton in second and Trotter running a
close third. 2020 Paramount Auto
Group Limited Late Model cham-
pion Josh Kossek in the #44 would
move up to fourth at the halfway
point in his Heritage Finance Late
Model debut. Lap 23 would see
Millington pressure Huffman for the
top spot.

The caution would fly on lap 24
when the #4 of Joseph Parker Jr
would spinin turn four. Huffman and
Millington would bring the field back
to the green flag. The lead duo
would spend the last 16 laps glued
together in another epic Hickory
Motor Speedway battle for the win.
As Huffman and Millington would
duel Trotter would sneak back into
the picture for the win. The leaders
would tangle over the last lap and
Millington would take the win. Huff-
man would finish 2nd with Trotter
coming home in 3rd. Contact be-
tween Millington, Huffman, and
Trotter would see Huffman stopped
in the tire barrier at the crossover
gate, however all would be able to
continue in race two. Jack Wood in
the #21 would finish 4th and
Kossek would take 5th.

Next up would see the Street
Stocks hit the track for 30 laps of
racing action. Jesse Clark in the #5
would take the pole position with
Mark Whitten in the #12 to his out-
side. Kevin Eby in the #03 and
Ethan Johnson in the #2 would
start from row two. Clark would

have mechanical issues and would
not start his familiar #5 leaving the
front row of Eby and Whitten. The
pair would swap the lead for the
first four laps until Eby would move
to the lead on lap 5. Lap 6 would
see the caution fly as contact be-
tween Marshall Sutton in the #64
and Whitten would send Sutton
sliding across the track. Sutton
would have to park due to a broken
tie rod. The green flag would see
Eby and Whitten side by side. Eby
would move back to the lead with
Whitten close in tow. Johnson
would join the battle for the top spot
at the halfway point. Whitten would
try to make his way to the top spot
but would fall just short. Eby would
hang on and drive to the win. Whit-
ten would grab 2nd while Johnson
would take 3rd. Trey Buff in the #6
would finish 4th and ZachHale in
the #7 would take 5th.

The Paramount Auto Group Lim-
ited Late Models would line up next
for 50 laps in Round 1 of the Para-
mount Kia “BIG 10” Racing Chal-
lenge. Bryson Ruff in the #24 would
set fast time and start from the
point with Chase Janes in the #47
to his outside. Row two would see
Josh Stark in the #32 Katie Het-
tinger in the #71 side by side for the
green flag. Ruff would pull to the
early lead followed by Janes and
Stark. The #22 of Max Price would
move to 4th with Hettinger running
5th. The caution would fly on lap 10
with a spin involving the #97 of Billy
Jack Lester. The restart would see
Ruff move quickly back to the lead
with Janes in tow. The #83 of Chris
Honeycutt would move into the top
five on lap 15. The Leicht Motor-
sports drivers of Stark and Price
would have a spirited battle for the
third spot. Hettinger would look to
move back into the top five as she
would put constant pressure on
Honeycutt. Hettinger would com-
plete the pass on lap 32. Lap 34

would see Price make the pass on
Stark for third. Hettinger would
make the move around Stark for
fourth on lap 38.

Ruff would prove too tough on
the night as he would drive on to
the win. Janes would take 2nd with
Price grabbing 3rd. 13 year old
Hettinger would grab 4th and Zack
Clifton in the #81 would finish
5th.Rolling off next would be the
Renegades for 20 laps of door to
door racing excitement. Robbie
Hollifield in the #51 would start from
the top spot with Kyle DiVanna in
the #71 to his outside. DiVanna
would get the better jump on the
start and move to the top spot with
David Hasson in the #83 close be-
hind. The caution would fly on lap
6 as the #69 would spin in turn two.
The restart would see DiVanna and
David Hasson pace the field to the
green flag. DiVanna would move
back to the lead with David Hasson
close in tow. The caution would fly
on lap 8 as the #6 ofSpencer Dick-
inson would roll to a stop in turn
four. DiVanna and David Hasson
would bring the field back to green
flag. DiVanna would move back to
the lead. Hollifield would come
roaring through the field to resume
the lead on lap 10. Lap 14 would
see thecaution fly as David Hasson
would spin in turn four. Hollifield
and DiVanna would lead the field to
the green flag. Hollifield would pull
back to the lead with DiVanna put-
ting pressure close behind. Holli-
field would hold on for the win.
DiVanna would finish 2nd with Kyle
Boice in the #73 finishing 3rd. Dick-
inson would finish 4th and David
Hasson grabbing 5th.

The Heritage Finance Late Mod-
els would pound the pavement next
for the second of their twin 40 lap
features. After the invert from race
one,Joseph Parker Jr in the #4
would start from the top spot with
Josh Kossek in the #44 to their out-

side. Row two would be made up of
Jack Wood in the #21 and Gracie
Trotter in the #2. Kossek would pull
to the early lead with Trotter close
behind. The #11 of Landon Huff-
man and the #15 of Ryan Millington
would pull to Trotterʼs bumper as
they would challenge for the posi-
tion. Both Huffman and Millington
would move around Trotter on lap
12. Kossek would pace the field for
the first twenty laps,but Huffman
and Millington would narrow the
lead and move to his rear
bumper.As the pair would close
in,Kossek would turn up the pace
to remainin the lead. Kossek would
go on to take the win in only his
second Heritage Finance Late
Model race. Huffman and Millington
would have a side by side battle
forsecond with Huffman taking 2nd
and Millington grabbing 3rd. Trotter
would finish 4th and Wood took
home 5th.

Finishing out the nightʼs action
would be the 4-Cylinders. Cody
Combs in the #9 would start from
the pole position with Robert Triv-
ette in the #11 to his outside.
Combs would take the early lead
with Trivette close behind. Trivette
would have engine problems at the
halfway point and pull to the pits.
Combs would drive on to the win
with Trivette finishing 2nd.Racing
actionreturns next week with
NASCAR Advance Auto Parts
Weekly Series racing action.The
Cars Tour comes back in two
weeks for another great night of
Late Model and Super Late Model
action.For more info check us out
at www.hickorymotorspeedway
.com, Facebook, Twitter, or call
828-464-3655.

Franklin County
Speedway

The Carolina Pro Late Model
Series cars in action at Dillon Motor
Speedway in Dillon, SC last sum-
mer. These same cars will be
headed to Franklin County Speed-
way in Callaway, VA on Saturday,
July 10th for a 100-lap battle. (Eric
Creel photo)

The Carolina Pro Late Model
Series and the newly established
Carolina Crate Modified Series
have filled their final open date with
a trip to Callaway, VA for the Battle
of the Commonwealth at Franklin
County Speedway.

July 10th will see the top Pro
Late Model and Crate Modified
drivers from the Carolinaʼs tackle
the high banks of Virginiaʼs most
unique bullring. The Carolina Pro
Late Models will take to the track

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Josh Kossek celebrates in Hickory Motor Speedwayʼs victory lane
after winning the second Late Model 40-lap race Satruday night.
(SHERRI STEARNS photo)



(Continued…)

for a 100-lap feature
while the Carolina
Crate Modifieds will
fight it out for 62-laps
on the 3/8-mile track
nestled in the foothills
of the Blue Ridge
Mountains.

Franklin County
Speedway promoter
Langley Austin says
itʼs an opportunity to
give fans something
they wonʼt see any-
where else in the state
of Virginia.

“The Carolina Pro
Late Models proved to be one of
the hottest touring series programs
during 2020,” Austin commented.
“They overcame the obstacles of
racing while a pandemic was rag-
ing through this country and much
like we did, they had an incredibly
successful season. Itʼs a perfect
pairing to bring this series for its
only Virginia stop.”

Carolina Pro Late Model and
Carolina Crate Modified series
owner Keith Graham is also excited
to bring his budding series to
Franklin County Speedway.

“Itʼs exciting to take our series to
Virginia for the first time and to
have that event at Franklin County,”
Graham stated. “Iʼve never been
there but we all saw how great the
CARS Tour race went there last
year. The track seems really racey
and a perfect fit for our cars. Iʼm
looking forward to making the trip
and putting on a great show for the
fans.”

Franklin County Speedway had
a rough and tumble reputation over
the years but in recent years under
Austinʼs guidance, the track has
become one that every fan knows
for the great racing on the track.
Last August the CARS Tour made
their first visit and in that first race
left a lasting impression of the rac-
ing Franklin County Speedway is
capable of producing with what
many have called the best CARS
Tour race of its six-year history.

“That race just showed everyone
what those of us who grew up at
Franklin County already knew,”
Austin explained. “Iʼm biased
clearly but growing up there and
then traveling while build-
ing race22.com over the years Iʼve
seen racing at a little bit of every-
where and thereʼs almost nothing
that compares. Those who follow
the Carolina Pro Late Models are
going to get to see it this year. This
track produces the best racing any-
where and I expect this race to be

much the same.”
The Carolina Crate Modified Se-

ries is a new series developed to
give a touring spotlight to the GM
602 engine-based Modifieds, which
have really begun to grow nation-
wide. This series is expected to
have strong car counts throughout
the season. Franklin County
Speedway will also launch a 602
Modified division for the track on a
part-time basis, which will further
help the development of the divi-
sion and feed into the Carolina
Crate Modified Series as drivers
work their way from weekly drivers
to touring series competitors.

“The 602 based Modifieds have
such great potential,” Austin said.
“Iʼve been saying it for several
years as Iʼve watched them grow
up in the Northeast. It is past time
for a series here to really grow this
division in the south with the right
leadership and vision. I think Keith
has proved that he has the passion
and his vision for the Pro Late Mod-
els was met with instant success. I
think youʼll see the same thing for
the Carolina Crate Modified Series
this season and weʼre glad to be a
part of it.”

To learn more about the Carolina
Pro Late Model Series and Car-
olina Crate Modified Series, visit
their website at carolinalatemod-
els.com and follow the series on
Facebook.

For more information on Franklin
County Speedway visit our website
at FCSpeedway.com and like us on
the trackʼs Facebook page.

Lincoln Speedway.
ABBOTTSTOWN, PA - After sur-

viving early race cautions, Danny
Dietrich started his charge to the
front of the field from 11th. Dietrich
worked his way into the top five and
was running third when the leader,
Chase Dietz, had a mechanical
issue ending his afternoon. Danny
squeezed by Chad Trout for the
lead with five laps to go and earned
his 55th career win at Lincoln.

Freddie Rahmer started on the
pole of the 30-lap feature and
shared the front row with Bradley
Howard. Rahmer led the field into
turn 1 but the caution came out for
Kyle Moody who got turned around
in the first turn. Moody had lined up
third for the start of the feature.

The field lined up for a complete
restart with Rahmer and Howard
getting together at the end of the
front stretch. Rahmer took a wild
ride bringing out the red flag. The
melee at the front of the field
caused a 10-car pile-up including,
Tim Wagaman, Brandon Rahmer,
Scott Fisher, Steve Buckwalter,

Rickey Peterson, Jordan Givler,
Aaron Bollinger, Dylan Norris, Greg
Plank and Troy Wagaman. In addi-
tion to Freddie and Howard not
being able to rejoin the field, Bran-
don was also done for the after-
noon.

Chase Dietz inherited the lead
and led the field alongside Chad
Trout for another complete restart.
Dietz led the field into turn 1 with
Billy Dietrich and Matt Campbell
battling for third behind him. Billy
took the spot at the line.

Jim Siegel was tracking down
Campbell for fourth and took the
spot at the line on lap 3.

Dietz entered lapped traffic on
lap 5 with a 4.6 second lead over
Trout.

Trout had Dietzʼs lead down to
1.6 seconds by lap 10 as they
worked through lapped traffic.

Danny was reeling in Campbell
to work his way into the top 5 and
took the spot on lap 11.

Billy had caught Trout and
wanted second. Billy got a good
look under Trout in turn 3 but a
lapped car kept him from making
the pass.

A three-car battle for third was
on between Billy, Siegel and Diet-
rich. The Dietrich brothers split
Siegel with Danny taking third, Billy
falling to fourth and Siegel in fifth.

Campbell got by Siegel for fifth
and then took fourth from Billy on
lap 17.

The yellow flag flew on lap 18 for
Greg Plank in turn 2. Plank col-
lected Alan Krimes and Glenndon
Forsythe.

Dietz led Trout, Danny, Camp-
bell and Siegel on the restart. Dietz
hung onto the lead and pulled away
from the field while Campbell tried
the inside of Danny and took third.
Danny took the spot back with a
slider in turn 4 before the caution
came out on lap 20 for the leader,

Dietz. Dietz appeared to have a
mechanical failure when he hit the
wall in turn 4.

Trout inherited the lead with
Danny, Campbell, Siegel and Tim
Shaffer lined up behind him for the
restart. Campbell was the only
driver to opt for the top in turns 1
and 2 on the restart. Siegel got a
nose under Campbell, but he kept
the spot.

Danny was all over Troutʼs back
bumper on lap 22 and tried a slider
for the lead in turns 3 and 4 to no
avail.

Campbell was still using the top
in turns 1 and 2 to reel in the lead-
ers while Danny was using the top
of turns 3 and 4 to hunt down Trout.

Danny squeezed by Trout com-
ing out of turn 4 to take the lead
with 5 laps to go. Now in second
Trout was holding off Campbell.
Campbell looked to the inside of
Trout after getting a solid run out of
turn 4 but couldnʼt make the pass.

Danny got to the checkered flag
2.898 seconds ahead of Trout to
take home $4,000. Campbell held
on to third and Siegel finished
fourth. Last weekʼs winner, Tim
Shaffer, completed the top five.

Heat race winners were Tim
Shaffer, Bradley Howard and Billy
Dietrich. In addition to winning the
feature Danny Dietrich was also the
hard charger driving from his 15th
starting spot to a 1st place finish.

Ott Holds Off Sweger for Leg-
ends Victory 

The Central PA Legends season
started off in exciting fashion with a
feature that saw four lead changes.
Jeremy Ott had the lead when it
counted on Saturday, starting off
the season in victory lane and tak-
ing home $300 for the win.

Seth Kearchner and Jorjie
Sweger shared the front row with
Jeremy Ott and Bob Stough lined

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Danny Dietrich slides through the dirt on his way to the win at Lin-
coln Speedway. (LS photo)
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up in row 2.
Kearchner and

Sweger raced side by
side into turn 1 with
Kearchner taking the
lead out of turn 2.
Sweger took over the
top spot at the line to
lead lap 1 after using
the outside of turn 4 to
make the pass.

Stough was in
third and was all over
Kearchner for second
when the caution
came out on lap 2.
Travis McClelland,

Chris Transeau and Scott
Houdeshell got together in turns 1
and 2. All three drivers rejoined the
field.

Kearchner got his nose under
Sweger in turn 2 but Sweger held
the lead. Stough took a peek to the
outside of Kearchner in turn 2 but
couldnʼt make the pass.

The yellow flag waved again on
lap 4 when Richie Dobson spun out
in turn 2.

Ott used the outside of turn 4 to
pass Stough for third on lap 5. An-
other caution came on lap 6 for
Tyler Groft who spun out in turn 1.
The yellow flag flew again on the
restart when Dobson spun in turn
4.

While Kearchner was searching
for a way around Sweger, Ott was
closing in on the leaders. Ott got by
Kearchner for second on lap 7.
Kearchner stuck around pulled up
side-by-side with Ott in turn 3 but
Ott held him off.

Ott tried a higher groove and
made the pass for the lead coming
out of turn on lap 10.

Mike Racine brought out a cau-
tion on lap 11 when he spun out in
turn 4.

Ott led Sweger, Kearchner,
Stough and George Diehl on the
restart.

Sweger got by Ott on the restart
and held off Ott coming out of turn
4. The two raced side by side at the
line with Sweger holding a .007
second advantage to hold onto the
lead.

Stough got by Kearchner and
moved into third.

Ott took the lead back by a nose
at the line on lap 14 right before the
yellow flag came out for Owen
Dimm. Dimm got turned around in
turn 4.

Sweger, Stough, Diehl and
Kearchner lined up behind Ott for
the restart. Sweger got under Ott to
take the lead lap 15 and Diehl got
by Kearchner for fourth.

Ott looked to the outside of
Sweger to take the lead back, but
the yellow came out on lap 18.
Travis Perry was yet another car
that got turned around in turn 4.

The field lined up behind Sweger
for a green, white, checkered finish.
Ott tried the outside to get by
Sweger leaving the bottom open for
Stough to make a move coming out
of turn 2. Ott made the pass for the
lead and led when the white flag
flew.

Ott crossed the line .403 sec-
onds ahead of Diehl who made a
last lap pass for second. Sweger
finished third and Stough followed
in fourth. Blaine Leppo completed
the top five after passing Kearchner
on the last lap.

Legend heat races were won by
Bill Diehl, Scott Houdeshell, Je-
remy Ott and Travis McClelland.

Next Saturday, March 20, Lin-
coln Speedway is back in action
with 410 Sprint Cars and 358 Sprint
Cars. Racing starts at 6PM with pit
gates opening at 3:30PM and
grandstand gates opening at 4PM.

To get all the latest news, re-
sults, schedule changes and rule
changes, visit Lincoln Speedwayʼs
website at http://www.lincolnspeed-
way.com to stay up-to-date on all
the action or pending weather con-
ditions at Central Pennsylvaniaʼs
“Premier” Saturday night racetrack
– The Fabulous Lincoln Speedway.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Selins-

grove Speedway will kickoff its 75th
Anniversary season coming up this
Saturday, March 20 at 2 pm when it
welcomes the modified stars of the
Short Track Super Series to the
Snyder County Oval.   

Gates for the March 20 STSS
Icebreaker at Selinsgrove Speed-
way open at 11 am with hot laps
slated for 1:15 pm and racing at 2.  

Adult general admission is $20
with students ages 12 – 17 admit-
ted for $15.  Kids ages 11 and
under are Free.  Pit passes are
priced at $40.  

The STSS stars and cars will
compete in the return of the Ice-
breaker to the track for the first time
in several years. 

STSS Modifieds will race 40 laps
for $5,000 to win, $1,000 for 10th
and $400 to take the green flag
from a purse totaling more than
$25,570 in the Icebreaker.   

STSS Crate 602 Sportsman will
also take part in a 25-lap feature
with $1,500 going to the winner and
$100 to take the green flag.

The Selinsgrove event will carry
STSS South Region points for the
Modifieds as well as STSS Bel-

montʼs Garage South Region
points for the Crate 602 Sports-
man.

A banner field of mods is ex-
pected as the Selinsgrove show is
the first of a two-day STSS stand in
the mid-state during the weekend. 

Intending to compete in the big
Selinsgrove Speedway event for
combined modifieds are Matt
Sheppard, Waterloo, New York.;
Andy Bachetti, Sheffield, Massa-
chusetts; Ryan Watt, Boyertown;
Michael Maresca, Pierrepont, New
York; Billy Pauch Jr., Frenchtown,
New Jersey;  Dominick Buffalino,
Sayreville, New Jersey; Jimmy
Horton, Folsom, New Jersey; and
many more.  

The most recent modified event
held at Selinsgrove Speedway was
back on March 15, 2013 when
Duane Howard scored in small
block competition.  

Billy Pauch Sr. won the last com-
pleted big block mod main a year
earlier on March 17. 

Saturdayʼs race will be carried
live for purchase on www.florac-
ing.com. 

Selinsgrove Speedway will host
March Madness for the Modern
Heritage 410 sprint cars and the
super late models coming up on
Sunday, March 28 at 2 pm. 

The Modern Heritage sprints will
race for $4,000 to win while the
super late models compete for
$3,000 to win. 

Grandstand and pit gates for the
Sunday afternoon special on March
28 will open at 11:30 am.  

Adult general admission is $20
with students ages 12 – 17 admit-
ted for $15.  Kids ages 11 and
under are Free

Keep up to date with all the lat-
est speedway news, results, infor-
mation and race status by visiting
the website and by following the
track on Twitter and Facebook.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - One

thing was abundantly clear during
Saturdayʼs Open Practice Day at
South Boston Speedway – com-
petitors are genuinely excited
about getting back to racing at
“Americaʼs Hometown Track.”

Twenty-two cars spread among
South Boston Speedwayʼs four reg-
ular NASCAR racing divisions were
on track during Saturdayʼs day-long
open practice event, a good sign
there should be plenty of good
competition on the .4-mile oval this
season.

“It (South Boston Speedway) is
an enjoyable place to come to,”
said veteran NASCAR Late Model
Stock Car Division competitor Mark

Wertz of Chesapeake, VA.
“We enjoy the racing here and

we enjoy the hospitality. We were
geared up to come to Open Prac-
tice/Media Day here last year, had
the car set up and ready to go and
got a call on the Wednesday before
saying the track had shut down
(due to COVID-19). It was kind of a
heartbreaker. This has been a year
in the making getting back here,
and weʼre looking forward to it.”

Late Model Stock Car Division
driver Trey Crews of South Boston,
Virginia is excited about returning
to action at South Boston Speed-
way.

“Iʼm looking forward to this year,”
said Crews, a winner in 2019 at
South Boston Speedway.

“I live a mile away from the track,
so itʼs really nice having the speed-
way in my back yard, so to speak.
South Boston Speedway is my
home track, my roots, and itʼs awe-
some to see the track back open.” 

Limited Sportsman Division
driver Jason Myers of Hurt, Virginia
was also excited to get back onto
the speedway.

“Itʼs been a long last year,”
Myers remarked.

“All of us racers want to come
out here and have some fun. Obvi-
ously due to circumstances we did-
nʼt get to have a whole lot of fun in
2020. I couldnʼt be happier than to
be able to race this year.”

Limited Sportsman Division
competitor J.D. Eversole of North
Chesterfield, Virginia is also excited
to see racing return to South
Boston Speedway.

“Iʼm happy just to be here prac-
ticing today,” Eversole said with a
big smile.

“We were ready to go last year,
ready to make a run for the cham-
pionship and didnʼt get to race. I
came here to practice once last
year, and I havenʼt really raced
since then. Iʼm excited to be back.” 

Eric Winslow of Pelham, North
Carolina, who will compete in the
Limited Sportsman Division at
South Boston Speedway, had
planned to sit out the 2020 season.
He is excited to return to racing this
season.

“I had already planned to sit out,
but it (sitting out as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic) puts it in per-
spective what great freedoms you
have when something is taken
away and you have a year where
your hands are tied. 

“I think itʼs going to be a great
year,” Winslow said of the 2021
season.

“I think people are going to get
behind things like racetracks, bowl

(Continued on Next Page…)
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ing alleys and things
like that opening back
up. I think you will see
record numbers once
you can have record
numbers.”

First-year Late
Model Stock Car Divi-
sion competitor Zach
Lightfoot of Smithfield,
Virginia and Stuart
Crews of Long Island,
Virginia recorded the
fastest laps among the
Late Model Stock Car
Division drivers on
hand. They turned an

identical fast lap of 15.064 seconds
and 95.592 mph. 

Myers posted the best lap of the
day among the Limited Sportsman
Division drivers with a best lap of
15.254 seconds and 94.401 mph.

South Boston Speedway will
open its 2021 season on Saturday,
March 20, with the 2 p.m. running
of the NASCAR Advance Auto
Parts Weekly Series Late Model
Twin 75s racing program. 

The six-race card will be head-
lined by twin 75-lap races for the
Late Model Stock Car Division and
twin 25-lap races for the trackʼs
Limited Sportsman Division. A 30-
lap race for the Budweiser Pure
Stock Division and a 15-lap race for
the Budweiser Hornets Division will
round out the afternoonʼs action.

Grandstand gates will open at
12:30 p.m. Qualifying starts at 1
p.m. and the first race of the day
will get the green flag at 2 p.m.

The latest news and updates
about South Boston Speedway and
its racing events can be found on
the new South Boston Speedway
website at www.southboston-
speedway.com and on the speed-
wayʼs social media channels. Fans
can also subscribe for e-mail up-
dates on the speedwayʼs website.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - South

Boston Speedway has launched a
new online ticket purchasing sys-
tem on its website that will allow
fans to purchase advance tickets
for all 2021 season events at
“Americaʼs Hometown Track.”

Advance tickets for South
Boston Speedwayʼs March 20 sea-
son-opening event are available
online through the speedwayʼs
website, with adult advance tickets
priced at $10 each. Children ages
12 and under will be admitted free
when accompanied by a paying
adult but must also have a ticket.

A limited number of tickets will

be sold for the March 20 season-
opener online and another limited
number of tickets will be set aside
for race day sale at the gate. Ad-
vance tickets may also be ordered
over the phone.

“South Boston Speedway is ex-
cited to introduce this new online
ticketing option for our fans,” said
South Boston Speedway Assistant
General Manager Chase Bras-
hears.

“This system will serve our fans
well not only this season but into
the future. It aligns us with many
sports venues that have been of-
fering online tickets for some time
now.”

Information regarding the new
on-line ticket purchasing system
can be found on the speedwayʼs
website at www.southboston-
speedway.com and the trackʼs so-
cial media platforms. Speedway
staff has released three educa-
tional videos on what the new sea-
son will look like to start – including
two videos specifically regarding
ticketing and one question-and-
answer style video.

“Ordering tickets online is very
simple,” Brashears pointed out.

“If a fan has ever ordered an
event ticket or placed any type of
online order, they will have no issue
with this system. We have part-
nered with Glitnir Ticketing, and
they are a leader in online ticket
purchasing systems for venues of
our size. Glitnir Ticketing knows ex-
actly what it takes to make a
smooth process for our customers.”

The Commonwealth of Virginia
is currently limiting sports venues
to a capacity of 1,000 fans. With
that in mind, fans wishing to attend
the season-opener on March 20
are encouraged to purchase ad-

vance tickets through the new tick-
eting system as early as possible.
It is likely that some fans may not
be able to get tickets for the sea-
son-opener due to the Common-
wealth of Virginiaʼs capacity limits.

Speedway officials note that ad-
vance tickets for the season-open-
ing March 20 event are the only
tickets currently available for ad-
vance purchase. Following the
March 20 event, advance tickets for
the speedwayʼs April 3 event will be
made available.

In addition to providing a con-
venient and contactless way to pur-
chase tickets for South Boston
Speedwayʼs 2021 events, the
speedwayʼs new online ticket pur-
chasing system gives fans the op-
portunity to save money this
season through online ticket pur-
chases.

Using the speedwayʼs new on-
line ticket purchasing system, fans
will be able to purchase advance
adult general admission tickets for
South Boston Speedwayʼs regular
events for $10 each plus a $1.50
online processing fee. 

Adult general admission tickets
at the gate on race day will be $15
each for the trackʼs regular events.
Adult general admission tickets for
seniors age 65 and older, first re-
sponders, healthcare workers and
military personnel (with ID) will be
$10 at the gate on race day. Chil-
dren ages 12 and under will be ad-
mitted free when accompanied by
a paying adult. 

“South Boston Speedway has
not increased its ticket prices in
over 10 years,” noted South Boston
Speedway General Manager Cathy
Rice, “but an increase in the price
of tickets sold at the gate on race
day has become necessary.

“In an effort to keep prices as af-
fordable as possible, fans can pur-
chase advance tickets for our
regular events at the $10 price
using our new online ticket pur-
chasing system. Fans that do not
have access to a computer and in-
ternet service may call the speed-
way office to purchase advance
tickets.”  

South Boston Speedway is com-
mitted to providing a safe and en-
joyable experience for fans
attending the March 20 season-
opener. The speedway will follow
COVID-19 mitigation mandates set
forth by the federal government
and the Commonwealth of Virginia.
Masks will be required for fans to
enter the speedway and fans are
encouraged to continue wearing
them while inside the speedway fa-
cility. Social distancing and addi-
tional measures will also be
followed.

South Boston Speedwayʼs sea-
son opens on Saturday afternoon,
March 20 with the NASCAR Late
Model Twin 75s racing program.
The first race of the six-race card
will get the green flag at 2 p.m.

The latest news and updates
about South Boston Speedway and
its racing events can be found on
the new South Boston Speedway
website at www.southboston-
speedway.com and on the speed-
wayʼs social media channels. Fans
can also subscribe for e-mail up-
dates on the speedwayʼs website.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT - 2-

time Stafford Street Stock cham-
pion Frank LʼEtoile, Jr. will make a
full-time return to racing for the first
time since the 2016 season at the
Connecticut half-mile facility.  LʼE-
toile took over the driving duties of
the #8 G.R.P. Services Chevrolet
owned by Bill Staves in the fifth
event of last season and although
he missed the first 4 races, LʼEtoile
posted good enough results to
place him fifth in the final 2020
Street Stock standings.  With a full
season under his belt, LʼEtoile is
ready to challenge for what would
be his third career Street Stock
championship.

“Iʼm really excited to get back to
racing on a weekly basis with
everyone still around and itʼs a re-
ally cool opportunity for me,” said
LʼEtoile.  “I never wanted to stop
racing but life happens.  Winning
the championship is definitely our
goal and Iʼm hoping we can be a
contender this season.  Besides
some cosmetic things, we really
havenʼt changed much on the car.

(Continued on Next Page…)
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South Boston Speedwayʼs pit area was a busy place Saturday dur-
ing the speedwayʼs Open Practice Day event. Drivers and race
teams were preparing for South Boston Speedwayʼs March 20 sea-
son-opening NASCAR Advance Auto Parts Weekly Series Late
Model Twin 75s racing program. (JOE CHANDLER/SBS photo)
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My plan is to take
things one lap at a
time week to week and
see how things shape
out.  The way I look at
it is I have to beat
everybody and not
worry about any one
individual.  If we can
focus on ourselves
and do the best that
we can, then it doesnʼt
matter who else is out
there on the track.”

LʼEtoile enters the
2021 season tied with
Zack Robinson and

Don Wood as drivers with 2 career
Street Stock championships.  Norm
Sears is the current record holder
for the Street Stock division with 3
career championships and LʼEtoile
would like to place himself next to
Sears in the Street Stock record
books.

“It would be pretty cool to jump
ahead of those couple guys and be
tied with Norm with 3 champi-
onships,” said LʼEtoile.  “If it works
out, great, and if it doesnʼt work out
then it is what it is.”

If not for a stroke of fate and
some good racing fortunes, LʼEtoile
might not be behind the wheel of
the #8 car this season.  LʼEtoile
originally was meant to only race a
few times in 2020, but he kept on
getting good results and his per-
formance kept him in the car for the
final 10 races of the season and
opened the door for him to take the
full reins this season.

“Last year Bill [Staves] was
struggling a little bit and he wasnʼt
sure he was giving the correct
feedback with the car,” said LʼE-
toile.  “He was going to miss a race
so he offered me the car to drive
that night and we just kept on im-
proving the car and getting it better
week by week.  The plan last year
was that I was going to keep on
racing until the car was better for
Bill.  We kept on getting podium fin-
ishes so that turned into driving
until I won a race.  I didnʼt end up
winning until the championship
night and at that point we figured
weʼd go to the last race and try to
win that as well.  Each week I did-
nʼt know if it was going to be my last
race in the car or not but it all ended
up working out in the end.  After the
season was over, Bill told me that
the car was mine to drive for this
season if I wanted and that he was
all in with me as the driver.”

Despite not having a full-time
Stafford ride since the 2016 sea-
son, LʼEtoile showed very little rust

in 2020.  Known for his consistency
during his first stint in the Street
Stock division from 2013-2015 as
well as a full season in the Limited
Late Model division in 2016, LʼE-
toile was once again a model of
consistency, posting a worst finish
of 6th in his 10 starts last season
with 1 win as part of his 9 top-5 fin-
ishes. 

“My goal is the same as always,
keep the car in one piece, complete
every lap possible, and make
strides every time we go out on the
track and continue to build from
where we left off last season,” said
LʼEtoile.  “I heard it said once and
itʼs the truest thing in the world.  ʻTo
finish first, you first must finish.ʼ
Thatʼs what I base things off of and
I also know if I crash the car, I might
not come back the next week so Iʼd
rather finish 5th or 6th or 2nd or 3rd
instead of crashing the car trying to
get a little more out of it.  I donʼt
mean to sound arrogant, but I was-
nʼt surprised at all with how consis-
tent we were last season.  From
watching Bill race the car I knew it
was good, it just needed a little fine
tuning.  Everyone on the crew
knows what theyʼre doing so I knew
if I wasnʼt racing near the front then
I was doing something wrong.  I al-
ways put a lot of pressure on my-
self to perform because I donʼt
want to have all the crew guys put-
ting all their effort into the car and
then have me go out and do some-
thing stupid and crash the car.”

One variable that changed since
the last time LʼEtoile ran Street
Stocks is the fact that the feature
races have changed from 15 laps
in length to 20 laps.  Five extra laps
might not sound like a lot but LʼE-
toile says it was a big help, espe-
cially in his first 3 starts when he
had to start at the rear of the field.

“Back when I last ran in the
Street Stocks, we only had 15 laps
so those extra 5 laps give you a

chance to take your time to get
through the pack safely,” said LʼE-
toile.  “Because I was able to take
my time getting through the field, I
wasnʼt beating my tires up which
gave me an opportunity to be better
than the cars that were already up
front if they used their stuff up get-
ting to the front.”

As he prepares for the 2021
season, LʼEtoile is comfortable in
the knowledge that everyone on
the #8 team will be returning.  LʼE-
toile and the #8 team are also look-
ing for additional sponsorship for
the 2021 season.

“Iʼm really excited to get back to
racing and I think weʼre going to
have a lot of fun getting the whole
crew all back together,” said LʼE-
toile.  “I have to give a big thanks to
Bill, my Dad, Auntie, Sully, Gil,
G.R.P. Services, and Star Fabrica-
tion.  We really donʼt have that
much lined up for sponsorship so if
thereʼs anyone out there looking to
get their name on a front running
car, weʼre always looking for spon-
sors to add to the car.”

The 2021 Street Stock season
kicks off on Saturday, April 24 as
part of NAPA Auto Parts Opening
Day festivities.  The Street Stocks

will be joined by the Granite State
ProStock Series, the SK Modi-
fieds®, Late Models, and Limited
Late Models.  Feature action at
Stafford continues on Sunday, April
25 with the 49th Annual NAPA
Spring Sizzler featuring the Whelen
Modified Tour, the SK Modifieds®
in the second race of a weekend
doubleheader, the SK Lights, and
the Vintage All-Stars.  Tickets for
both events are available and on
sale now through www.stafford
speedway.com.  

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Tyler Leary heads into the 2021
season at Stafford Motor Speed-
way for what will be his 6th full-time
season at the Connecticut half-
mile.  Leary came to Stafford in
2016 as a Late Model driver and for
the past 2 seasons he has pulled
double duty, racing in both the pre-
mier SK Modified® division as well
as the Late Model division.  For the
2021 season, Leary will forgo rac-
ing in the Late Model division to
focus solely on his #1 Amherst
Trucking SK Modified® car.

“Itʼs going to be beneficial for
sure,” said Leary.  “Instead of wor-
rying about 2 cars we can focus on
1 and I feel like that will make it
easier on myself and the team.  Iʼm
a little disappointed I wonʼt be rac-
ing the Late Model this season, es-
pecially with how the Late Model
field is shaping up for this year.
Weʼve pretty much sold off all of our
Late Model stuff so I would have to
drive a car for someone if I were
going to race a Late Model this
season.  There would have to be
some negotiating but I wouldnʼt say
no if somebody were to give me a

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Frank LʼToile returns to full time race after a 5-year absence to
Stafford Motor Speedway. (SMS photo)

Tyler Leary will forego his Late Model racing in 2021 and con-
centrate on his SK Modified Division racing at Stafford Motor
Speedway. (SMS photo)



(Continued…)

call about driving a
Late Model.  Iʼm ex-
cited to get back on
track and pick up
where we left off last
season in the SK divi-
sion.”

Where Leary and
the #1 left off in 2020
was their very first top-
5 finish in the final SK
Modified® race of the
season.  Following
their career best finish,
Leary and his crew
have been busy this
winter working on the

car.
“That top-5 finish gave us a

good boost for the winter,” said
Leary.  “We struggled a little last
year and it wasnʼt just the car, obvi-
ously the driver struggled as well.
The SKʼs are the toughest division
around and competing with all
those guys weekly itʼs easy to get
down on yourself and itʼs some-
times hard to find positives.  I feel
like we closed last year out strong
and with Todd Owen and Butch
Shea and all the guys at Chassis
Pro weʼve gone all through the car
with new front and rear clips as well
as a fresh motor from Don Wood at
R.A.D. Auto Machine.  Iʼm looking
forward to the new season and I
think weʼll have a good head start
come Spring Sizzler time.”

Since moving to the SK Modi-
fied® division, Leary has found it
hard to replicate the success he
has enjoyed behind the wheel of a
Late Model.  Leary is a former Mon-
adnock track champion and he won
nearly 20 races at Monadnock to
go along with 4 Late Model wins at
Stafford.  But through 33 races in
his first 2 seasons of SK Modified®
competition at Stafford, Leary has
only managed 1 top-5 and 3 top-10
finishes.  His goal for the 2021 sea-
son is to repeat his performance
from the final race of the 2020 sea-
son where he ran in the top-3 for
much of the race before finishing
fifth.

“My goal for this season is to run
in the top-10 on a weekly basis,”
said Leary.  “The SK division is no
joke.  Itʼs the best of the best with
the best equipment and the best
drivers.  I think some people might
think that weʼre just saying that
when we talk about the SK division
but Iʼm not just saying that.  Itʼs the
toughest division in the Northeast.
You can take other drivers from
other parts of the country and stick
them in the SK division and they
canʼt do anything.  Obviously

everyoneʼs goal is to win races, we
donʼt come to the track to finish
second, third, or fourth, but I try to
humble myself and have a modest
mindset.  Iʼd like to prove to myself
I can run in the top-5 every week
with guys like Todd Owen, Keith
Rocco, and Ronnie Williams.  The
last 2 years have been a big learn-
ing curve for me but I want to be
done with the learning curve this
year and go out there and race.”

Helping Leary to achieve his
goal of being a consistent presence
in the top-5 and top-10 will be Todd
Owen and Butch Shea from Chas-
sis Pro.

“Itʼs absolutely beneficial to be
working with Todd and Butch and
everyone at Chassis Pro,” said
Leary.  “Those guys work their tails
off and the cars are always in tip-
top shape.  Having the knowledge
and experience that Todd and
Butch have is key and that saves
me from having to learn that be-
cause the cars have that their
knowledge and experience built
into them.”

Leary has found the SK Modi-
fied® division to be a tough nut to
crack and he expects the 2021
season to be no different in terms
of the difficulty level.

“The SK Modified® division gets
tougher and tougher every year,”
said Leary.  “Thereʼs always new
drivers and kids making the move
up to the SKʼs.  With last year being
a short season, I know some driv-
ers lost some sponsorship but I
think everyone has recuperated in
the off season and I think youʼre
going to see massive car counts at
Stafford this year.  We have to
thank the Arutes for believing in the
teams and the race fans and show-
ing everyone around the country
how to do things.  Stafford is sec-
ond to none and everyone knows
that.” 

Leary has a host of returning
sponsors as well as a new sponsor
for his #1 car this season.

“Thanks to Chassis Pro and
Todd Owen, Amherst Trucking, Kix
100.9FM, weʼre going to be running
an ad on the radio this year so that
will be big for all our other spon-
sors, Raynor Garage Doors, Valley
Recycling, Mass Wheel Works,
Lash Co. Tree Service, SDL Home
Improvement, Tomʼs Hot Dogs, and
we have a new sponsor this sea-
son with Smiarowski Farms in Hat-
field.  We couldnʼt do what we do
and have the equipment that we do
without everyoneʼs support to a big
thanks to everyone for their sup-
port.”

The 2021 SK Modified® season
kicks off at Stafford with a double-

header of feature events on Satur-
day, April 24 as part of NAPA Auto
Parts Opening Day festivities and
Sunday, April 25 with the 49th An-
nual NAPA Spring Sizzler®.  Tick-
ets for these 2 events are available
and on sale now at www.stafford-
speedway.com and fans are en-
couraged to purchase their tickets
now before capacity limits are
reached.  

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

Williams Grove Speedway
MECHANICSBURG, PA - De-

fending track champion Freddie
Rahmer won the windswept sea-
son opener for sprint cars at
Williams Grove Speedway on Sun-
day afternoon.  

Rahmer pocketed $5,500 for his
opening day payday.  It was his
first-ever victory in a Williams
Grove lidlifter. 

His father, Fred Rahmer, scored
six times in the prestigious event
during his storied career.  

Harsh winds blew Rahmer to his
victory after starting out on the pole
alongside his brother Brandon.

The first caution flag of the race
appeared with three laps down
when Kerry Madsen spun in the
second turn marbles. 

Third starter Justin Peck nudged
under Brandon Rahmer for second
in the third turn on the 16th tour but
until then the front three had run in
line. 

Sixth starter Lance Dewease
moved into fourth on the lap three
restart and had followed the front
trio. 

Dewease got by Brandon Rah-
mer for third in the first and second
turns with seven laps to go.  

Rahmer ran up on traffic with 10
laps to go but preferred to keep the
backmarkers at armʼs length rather
than to begin working the pack on
the tricky surface.  

A yellow flag with two laps to go
cleared the way for Rahmer after
Alan Krimes limped to a stop with a
flat tire. 

Rahmer then had the checkers
in sight a few minutes later only to
again see a yellow flag slow his
pace before he could get to the fin-
ish line. 

The one-lap sprint to the finish
produced no changes as Rahmer
took the win by .37 seconds. 

Dewease was third followed by
Brandon Rahmer and 10th starter
Dylan Cisney. 

“The wind was the whole thing
today,” Rahmer said.

”At one end it puts you down and
on one end it puts you out.”  

Rahmer said he was happy to
stay out of traffic. 

“I wasnʼt gonnaʼ push the issue,”
he said. 

Sixth through 10th went to Rick
Lafferty, Hunter Schurenberg,
Chad Trout, Brent Shearer and
Danny Dietrich. 

Heats went to TJ Stutts,
Dewease, Trout and Peck with Alan
Krimes taking the consolation race.

Williams Grove Speedway
MECHANICSBURG, PA - The

first race under the lights of the
2021 season at Williams Grove
Speedway is slated for this Friday
night, March 19 at 7:30 pm. 

The Lawrence Chevrolet 410
sprint cars and the popular ULMS
Late Models are on the program.  

The sprint cars will race for an-
other $5,500 payday in a 25-lap
main while the super late models
compete in a 30-lap main worth
$3,000 to the winner. 

The ULMS Late Models will be
opening their circuit season with
the show at Williams Grove on Fri-
day. 

A host of super late stars are ex-
pected to be on hand for the series
opener including Gregg Satterlee,
Max Blair, Colton Flinner, Mike Nor-
ris, Ross Robinson, Deshawn Gin-
gerich, Bryan Bernheisel and
others. 

Last year at the track only one
late model race was completed
with Brandon Sheppard taking the
win in a World of Outlaws event in
August. 

Gary Stuhler is the leading ac-
tive driver on the all-time Williams
Grove super late model win list with
22 victories. 

Freddie Rahmer won his first-
ever Williams Grove season
opener for sprint cars to kickoff the
2021 racing season on March 14. 

Adult general admission for Fri-
dayʼs show is set at $20 with youth
ages 13-20 admitted for just $10.
Youth ages 12 and under are al-
ways admitted for FREE at
Williams Grove Speedway.

Williams Grove Speedway will
again host the 410 sprints and the
super late models coming up on
Friday, March 26, at 7:30 pm. 

The super late model winner on
that night will be an automatic qual-
ifier for the May 16 Sagi Tribuite
event at Hagerstown Speedway.

Keep up to date on all the latest
speedway news and information by
visiting the ovalʼs official website lo-
cated at www.williamsgrove.com or
by following the track on Twitter
and Facebook.
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