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Chase Elliott Wins Charlotte 

Cup and Truck Races

Keselowski Outlasts in

Bristol and Gragson Wins

XFINITY Bristol Race



Is Chase Elliott
running up front be-
cause the changes
made to the Chevrolet
Camaro have been
successful?

Or has Chevroletʼs
re-emergence as a
leading player in the
NASCAR Cup Series
a result of Elliottʼs new-
found prowess?

Yes.
For the fourth time

in the last four races,
Elliott was a contender

to win during Sundayʼs 500-lapper
at the Bristol Motor Speed-
way. While he wrecked with
less than two laps to go try-
ing to muscle past Joey
Logano for the lead, the fact
heʼs found a way to be in
the winning mix on a regu-
lar basis proves heʼs finally
graduated to stock-carʼs
highest level.

And in the middle of all
that, he won the truck race
at Charlotte by holding off Kyle
Busch to collect a $100,000 bounty.

In the past, Elliott was given
more credit for his pedigree than
his results. His father, Hall of Famer
Bill Elliott, won 44 races and the
1988 championship during a career
that also included winning the
sportʼs most popular driver award a
record 16 times.

The son has won the most-valu-
able award the last two years, but
now heʼs earned a spot at the head
table with his driving skills.

Young Elliott has seven career
victories in 158 starts. All came with
Hendrick Motorsports, arguably
one of the top teams in the sport.
He benefited greatly from unlimited
resources in his first four full-time
years. All of a suddenly, itʼs Elliott
whoʼs providing influence to the
Hendrick stables.

“I think the biggest thing is if we
can continue to put ourselves in po-
sition and give ourselves chances
and we do a good job at controlling
the things that are in our control,
that's all we can ask for,” Elliott
said. “We can't control when a cau-
tion comes out two laps to go and
you're kind of in a lose�lose situa-
tion there. We've got to keep doing
things that are in our hands and
keep doing those well.”

When Elliott had problems in the
past, it usually came at mid-pack.
Now itʼs usually for the lead, which
magnifies the mistakes.

Retired Georgetown basketball

coach John Thompson said it best:
“The wind blows hardest at the top
of the mountain.”

After finishing in the top seven in
three consecutive races, Elliott was
second and challenging Denny
Hamlin for the win at the Darlington
Raceway on May 20 when Kyle
Busch ran him into the wall. Four
days later at the Charlotte Motor
Speedway, he led when a late-race
caution forced his team to make a
tough decision – pit with two laps to
go for fresher tires or keep track
position. He knew the rest of the
field would do the opposite. He pit-
ted, fell back to 11th on the restart

and wound up third.
Four days after

that, he returned to Char-
lotte and won after lead-
ing the final 28 laps.

He was three-
quarters of a mile from
another win on Sunday
when he drifted up the
track and took Logano
into the wall. Elliott
wound up 22nd.

“Oh, just going for the win, you
know, trying to get a run under-
neath and got really loose-in,” El-
liott said. “I donʼt know if I had a tire
going down or if I just got loose on
entry. But, as soon as I turned off
the wall, I had zero chance of mak-
ing it. Iʼll certainly take the blame. I
donʼt think so, I just got loose and
got up into him.

“Yeah, you know, I feel like that
was my shot. He was really good
on the short run and I feel like I had
to keep him behind me right there
in order to win the race with only
three or four laps to go. I hate we
both wrecked. But you canʼt go
back in time now.”

Like Thompson, seven-time
champion Jimmie Johnson little
mistakes seem bigger at the front
of the pack. And a year ago, the
Chevrolets werenʼt fast enough to
get involved in a lot of controversy.

The Hendrick cars combined to
win four of 36 races last year.
Theyʼve already won twice and
have eight combined top-five fin-
ishes.

“When you cross the line, stuff
goes wrong,” Johnson said. “We
walk that tightrope day in and day
out. One hundred percent is really
all the car can take. You step over
it and create situations that take
you out if you try too hard.”

Instead of picking his spots, El-
liott now seems willing to straddle
that line between success and fail-
ure – just like the other elite drivers

in the sport.
For Elliott, living up to lofty ex-

pectations was nothing more than
building on the little things – espe-
cially the losses – along the way.

“To be honest, I feel like it's been
a continuation from the beginning
of the season,” he said. “I feel like
all the same contenders are con-
tending now as to who was con-

tending before the break, so I still
feel like – I almost get the sense
that we're still working on some of
the parts and pieces and cars that
we had before we had two months
off, so I'm really curious to see how
these next two weeks progress be-
cause people are going to get bet-
ter, and I think some of the things
they've been trying and working on
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Chase Elliott had a much better time in Charlotte during the sec-

ond week of racing. He won the Cup race and the Truck race.

(JARED TILTON/GETTY IMAGES photo)



In a year of many
changes in our daily
life, from COVID 19
quarantine and social
distancing to the post-
ponement or cancella-
tions of many of our
favorite sporting
events, several racing
facilities have found
unique ways to bring a
smile on many in the
graduating Class of
2020.

With many schools
being forced to look for
alternate ways to honor
and salute their gradua-
tion classes of 2020,
NASCAR tracks across
the country have pro-
vided a memorable al-
ternative. Daytona,
Texas, Bristol, Pocono,
Charlotte, Indianapolis,
and Las Vegas opened
their doors for the grad-
uating classes of local high schools
to celebrate their special day.

Daytona International Speed-
way hosted more than 1,000 sen-
iors from three local high schools to
to conduct their graduation cere-
mony at the track. Graduates from
First Baptist Christian Academy,
Flagler-Palm Coast, and Matanzas
High Schools entered the historic
2.5-mile track with their family and
guests in one passenger vehicle.
Everyone remained in their respec-
tive vehicle during each of the three
celebrations. A graduation cere-
mony was held on the asphalt in
turn four as graduates listened to
the ceremony via a low frequency
local radio station.

After the ceremony, each vehicle
moved to the start/finish line where
each graduateʼs name was read. A
diploma presentation followed be-
fore each vehicle took a “Victory
Lap” around the 2.5-mile track.
When this ceremony concluded, all
graduates returned to the area near
pit road entrance for the traditional
moving of the tassel and cap toss
ritual.

“This is such a special day for
Daytona International Speedway,
to be a part of the journey for these
graduates,” Track President Chip
Wile said. “These seniors were un-
fortunately robbed of a traditional
graduation, but we were able to
provide it right here. We will re-
member the finish line of their high
school career for a long time.”

Texas Motor Speedway will host
36 graduation ceremonies, with Ar-
gyle High School the first with 220
graduating students.

Eddie Gossage, President of
TMS said that Denton County
Judge Andy Eads came to him with
the idea, and now 14,000 students
will receive there diplomas at TMS
in the next several weeks.

“Iʼve got to be honest, I know
they wanted to do normal gradua-
tion, every student does, but these
students are going to have an ad-

venture they can tell
their kids and their
friends about for the
rest of their lives,” Gos-
sage added.

Students sat in
chairs six feet apart on
the front straightaway
on the track at TMS.
They listened to gradu-
ation speeches and
then received their
diplomas underneath

a tent from a faculty member wear-
ing gloves and a mask. Families of
graduates watched the ceremony
from the infield on “Big Hoss TV”
and listened to the ceremony on
the radio.

Pocono Raceway hosted gradu-
ating classes from Jim Thorpe Area
High School, Pocono Mountain
East, Pocono Mountain West, and
North Pocono High School for their
special ceremony.

Following social distancing
guidelines, students and their fam-
ilies will watch the presentation
from their vehicles parked on the
famed tri-oval. Students will across
the finish line and receive their
diploma when their name is called.

With their traditional graduation
ceremony canceled, Sullivan
County high school seniors were
given the opportunity to a unique
celebration at Bristol Motor Speed-
way.  The seniors, along with fam-
ily and friends, rode in their cars on
the track to receive their diplomas
and cross the finish line. Sullivan
East and Sullivan Central were the
first two schools on the track. The
next day, graduation ceremonies
for Sullivan North and Sullivan
South High Schools were con-
ducted on the Bristol track

Charlotte Motor Speedway will
also provide a memorable gradua-
tion opportunity for Cabarrus
County Schools. Officials with the
Speedway and the Cabarrus
County Schools announced plans

to hold in-car graduation cere-
monies and receive their diplomas
at the start/finish line on the track.

“We are grateful to the Charlotte
Motor Speedway for making their
facility available to some of our
graduating seniors to give them the
opportunity to have an unforget-
table graduation this year,” State
Superintendent Mark Johnson
said. “When we approached the
speedway with this idea, they
began to work right away to make
the speedway available and to plan
an incredible graduation experi-
ence.”

Seniors from all ten Cabarrus
County high schools will have their
graduation at CMS in early June.

“High school graduation is a rite
of passage for teenagers and their
families,” CMS Executive Vice
President and General Manager
Greg Walter said. “These students
have worked for years to get their
diplomas, and they deserve to
mark the milestone in a big way.
Weʼre honored to engage our gi-
gantic Speedway TV to help our
neighbors create North Carolinaʼs
first ever drive-in, drive-through
graduation ceremony.”

Also joining in the track gradua-
tion ceremony ritual is Indianapolis
Motor Speedway. The Speedway
High School class of 2020 will cel-
ebrate graduation at “The Yard of
Bricks”. 

“Plans are for the graduates to
gather at their school and do a pro-
cession through town to the track.
Each car with a graduate will drive
on the track and stop at the finish
line. The graduates will walk across
the bricks, receive their diploma,
and pose for photos.

“The Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way is such an icon of the Speed-

way community,” Speedway High
School Principal Lucas Zartman
stated. “If we canʼt have graduation
at our usual location, I canʼt think of
a better venue.” 

Las Vegas Motor Speedway
provided a “once in a lifetime expe-
rience” for 256 seniors from Faith
Lutheran Middle School and High
School. They heard a graduation
address and remarks from their
class valedictorian on their car ra-
dios, then received their diplomas
in their cars with their families, and
took a “victory lap” around the
track.

Faith Lutheran, whose campus
is located near downtown Sum-
merlin, is Nevadaʼs largest private
school with more than 1,900 stu-
dents.

Steve Buuck, CEO at Faith
Lutheran, added, “After all the
things that these seniors missed
out on this year, this graduation will
be a ʻunique and memorable expe-
rienceʼ that they wonʼt forget.”
Las Vegas Motor Speedway
spokesman Jeff Motley added that
the Speedway will host additional
smaller graduation ceremonies in
coming weeks.

Perhaps Flagler-Palm Coast
High Schoolʼs Student Board Mem-
ber Shelcey Garcia said it best.

“Life has challenges; the best
way to preserve is to show how you
work through it, despite it being
new and different. Itʼs important to
remember that thereʼs always pos-
itivity in tough times. The Class of
2020 will be remembered as those
who preserved and created hope
out of a time where we felt hope-
less. For our class to be able to go
out on such a high note at such an
amazing venue (DIS) is so excit-
ing.”
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Graduates from three area high schools stage their graduation at

Daytona International Speedway. (DIS photo)



Providing exactly
the kind of wild finish
that has made Bristol
Motor Speedway one
of the most popular
venues on the
NASCAR Cup Series
schedule, Brad Ke-
selowski was in per-
fect position to take
advantage of hard rac-
ing in the closing laps

and earned the victory in Sundayʼs
Food City presents the SUPER-
MARKET HEROES 500.

With two laps remaining race
leaders Joey Logano and Chase
Elliott collided in front of the field
and Keselowskiʼs No. 2 Team
Penske Ford rallied on to take the
lead and earn his second win of the
season - holding off fellow Ford
driver Clint Bowyer by 0.471-sec-
ond.

Bowyer joked after the race, “I
wasnʼt going to have a problem
apologizing to Brad for dumping
him at the end."

Keselowski seemed almost sur-
prised as he was satisfied by the ul-
timate positive outcome. He had
been fast all day even when he
wasnʼt leading. But all three of the
late race leaders - Denny Hamlin,
Logano and Elliott crashed out in-
side of 10 laps remaining.

“We kind of got a Christmas
present here in Bristol," Keselowski
said. “Weʼll take it.

“We were in position and able to
strike when it counted with the Dis-
count Tire Ford Mustang. Joey and
Chase got together there. I donʼt
know what all caused it, but we
were just in position to strike and
here we are in Victory Lane."

Seven-time NASCAR Cup Se-
ries champion Jimmie Johnson fin-
ished third, followed by Bristolʼs
all-time winningest driver Kyle
Busch, and his Joe Gibbs Racing
teammate Erik Jones. Austin Dillon,
Kurt Busch, William Byron, rookie
Christopher Bell and Bubba Wal-
lace rounded out the top 10 on a
day of high action and drama.

“Wild and crazy for sure," John-
son said. “I wish there were more
long runs but still salvaged a great
day out of it."

There was no lack of motivation
at the front of the field - and plenty
of cars who showed the way there.

Keselowski started on pole posi-
tion and his 115 laps led was sec-

ond only to Denny Hamlinʼs 131
laps out front. Keselowski certainly
set the early pace up front and con-
sistently ran among the top-10 all
day. He said he had trouble hitting
the restarts correctly as the race
went on and conceded he got frus-
trated, “I was pushing really hard
and got a pit road speeding penalty
and thought, man, Iʼm just digging
a hole."

In the end, however, he was ex-
actly where he needed to be to
hoist the trophy.

With less than 10 laps to go
Hamlin and Elliott were dueling at
the front of the field for the victory

before Hamlin hit the Turn 4 wall
with six laps remaining. Elliott and
Keselowskiʼs teammate Joey
Logano took up the fight for the
lead and ultimately collided into the
Turn 4 wall leaving a golden oppor-
tunity for Keselowski who led the
field right by.

“It was just such a turn of events
it felt like I was playing poker in
Vegas," Keselowski joked.

Logano, who ended up 21st and
Elliott, who ended up 22nd, had an
intense conversation on pit road
after the race.

“As soon as I turned off the wall
I had zero chance of making it, Iʼll
certainly take the blame, I just got
loose," Elliott said. “I really felt like

that was my shot, he was really
good on the short run and I felt like
I had to keep him behind me right
there in order to win the race, with
only three or four laps to go. I hate
we both wrecked."

Big picture perspective, how-
ever, Elliott, had yet another strong
day winning the first two stages.

His fast No. 9 Hendrick Motor-
sports Chevrolet won the most re-
cent series race on Thursday at
Charlotte and was runner-up to Ke-
selowski in the 600 as well.

It was also a promising day for
Kyle Busch, who had led only 14
laps this entire season coming to
Bristol - where he is NASCARʼs all-
time winningest driver with eight
Cup, nine Xfinity and five Gander
RV & Outdoors Truck Series victo-
ries – but ultimately led 100 laps
Sunday earning his fifth top-five fin-
ish of the season; third in the last

four races.
He certainly turned in a great

rally effort. After being penalized for
speeding on pit road early and
falling back as far as 31st, he me-
thodically and expertly worked his
way forward to lead laps and show
his No. 18 Joe Gibbs Racing Toy-
ota a factor in the outcome.

Ryan Blaney led 60 of the open-
ing laps and was challenging his
Team Penske teammate Ke-
selowski for the race lead when he
hit the wall on Lap 199 of the 500.
As Blaneyʼs No. 12 Ford came
down off the wall, Ty Dillonʼs car –
unsure where Blaneyʼs car was
sliding - slammed into the front of
it. 

Radiator damage spelled the
end of Blaneyʼs otherwise promis-
ing day. But as he reassured his
crew heading onto pit road, “at
least weʼve got something to build
off for the Playoff race here."

A larger accident, involving eight
cars in various capacities ended
Ricky Stenhouse Jr.ʼs day at his fa-
vorite track. Stenhouse ran among
the top-10 for much of the early
race and was among those fron-
trunners when he was caught up in
a chain reaction accident.

While slowing for Matt Kenseth
in front of him, Stenhouse was
nudged from behind by Johnson.
The contact sending Stenhouse
hard into the wall and he collected
a half dozen others including 2020
race winner Alex Bowman and im-
pressive Sunoco Rookie of the
Year candidates Tyler Reddick and
Cole Custer ending their days.

In all, there were 17 caution pe-
riods for 102 laps on the day - the
most in a Bristol race since 2006.

With an 11th-place finish, Stew-
art-Haas Racingʼs Kevin Harvick
continues to lead the NASCAR
Cup Series championship stand-
ings by 24 points over Logano and
45 over Elliott.

The series moves to the 1.5-mile
Atlanta Motor Speedway for next
Sundayʼs Folds of Honor QuikTrip
500 (3 p.m. ET on FOX, MRN and
SiriusXM NASCAR Radio) and
then competes in another mid-
week special at the smallest oval
on the schedule, Martinsville (Va.)
Speedway on Wednesday night,
June 10.

NA
SC

AR
 Cu

p S
eri

es Brad Keselowski
Pulls Off Surprising

Win at Bristol 

Brad Keselowski hits the start-finish line for the last time as he takes the win in the Supermarket He-

roes 500 at Bristol Motor Speedway. (KEVIN COX/GETTY IMAGES photo)



Noah Gragson
held off Chase Briscoe
after a bump-and-run
with his JR Motor-
sports teammate
Justin Allgaier to earn
his second victory of
the NASCAR Xfinity
Series season in a
frantic finish to the
Cheddarʼs 300 pre-

sented by Alsco at Bristol Motor
Speedway.

Gragsonʼs No. 9 JR Motorsports
Chevrolet edged Briscoeʼs No. 98
Stewart-Haas Racing Ford by a
mere 0.328-second for Gragsonʼs
second victory of the season,
matching his winning work in the
Daytona season-opener. And his
victory Monday night on the high-
banked Bristol half-miler was
equally as dramatic as the three-
way finish he prevailed in at the big
speedway this past February.

Allgaier, who led a race best 156
of the 303 laps, was leading the
field when his 21-year old team-
mate Gragson caught up, pulled
alongside and ultimately made con-
tact sending Allgaierʼs No. 7 JR
Motorsports Chevrolet into the wall
and out of the race for an 18th-
place finish. It marked the third con-
secutive Bristol race that Allgaier
has led at least 100 laps and didn't
celebrate in Victory Lane.

As Gragson took the checkered
flag he apologized on his radio to
his teammate Allgaier as he

thanked his team for the winning
car. 

“I really apologize to Justin and
the 7 team, thatʼs not how I want to
race but I saw a position open up,
he kind of slipped off the bottom the
lap before and I tried to get to the
bottom and I just got too loose,"
Gragson said following his win.
“But one heck of a night for this 9-
team.”

Joe Gibbs Racing teammates
Brandon Jones and race polesitter
Harrison Burton finished third and
fourth followed by Myatt Snider
who rallied to a fifth-place finish
after starting 22nd.

Daniel Hemric, Brandon Brown,
Jeremy Clements, Josh Williams
and A.J. Allmendinger rounded out
the top-10.

With their top-four finish at Bris-
tol, Gragson, Briscoe, Jones and
the rookie Burton have qualified for
the first round of the four-race Dash
4 Cash incentive program that be-
gins next weekend at Atlanta Motor
Speedway. The highest finisher
among those four in the Atlanta
race will win an additional $100,000
and automatically earn a spot to try
again for another big payday at the
next race.

“Last year I donʼt know if we ever
qualified one time for it, this year is
a whole new ballgame and Iʼm
showing up to win races," Jones
said of the Dash 4 Cash opportu-
nity, adding, “I think weʼre going to
be a competitor when we come to

tracks that are eligible."
Monday nightʼs race certainly

lived up to the typical Bristol Motor
Speedway hype of tough short-
track competition where inevitably
some drivers leave frustrated while
others are smiling.

Despite his disappointment in
the outcome, the veteran Allgaier,
gave a measured response to the
situation telling the PRN radio
broadcast, “The team did a great
job getting us track position we
needed. Iʼm more mad at myself for
making a mistake and getting off
the bottom, but yeah, we got
wrecked."

However, he made a point of
adding, “Thereʼs a lot bigger stuff
going on in this world."

The early stage wins went to
both Gragson (Stage 1) and All-
gaier (Stage 2) with Allgaier really
taking control of things around the
raceʼs midpoint.

Several race favorites were
taken out in a typically hard-nosed
style of racing that comes at the

famed Bristol high-banks with 12
caution periods for 85 laps.

Two drivers among the champi-
onship top five coming into the
event - Ross Chastain and Austin
Cindric made contact a mere six
laps into the race – ending Cindricʼs
day and damaging Chastainʼs
Chevrolet enough to hamper him
the rest of his night. Cindric finished
36th of 37 cars and Chastain was
28th.

The melee dropped Cindric from
second place in the standings to
sixth place - now 56 points behind
the leader Briscoe. 

Gragsonʼs victory moved him up
to second in the standings only
nine points behind Briscoe. Chas-
tain is fifth in the championship, 52
points back from the series stand-
ings lead.

The NASCAR Xfinity Series
moves to the 1.54-mile Atlanta
Motor Speedway for a double-
header with the NASCAR Gander
RV & Outdoors Truck Series on
Saturday, June 6.
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Noah Gragson celebrates his XFINITY win at Bristol Motor Speed-

way with a climb up the fence at the start-finish line. (KEVIN

COX/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Noah Gragson (9) leads the pack around Bristol Motor Speedway

on Monday afternoon in front of a very empty grandstand. (KEVIN

COX/GETTY IMAGES photo)



Lightning struck
near Charlotte Motor
Speedway on Thurs-
day night. Bad luck
didnʼt, where Chase
Elliot was concerned.

After two crushing
defeats since the re-
opening of NASCARʼs

2020 season May 17 at Darlington,
Elliott got to the checkered flag
without incident and won the
rescheduled Alsco Uniforms 500
NASCAR Cup Series race at the
1.5-mile intermediate track.

In an event contested at 500
kilometers (312 miles), Elliott
passed fading Kevin Harvick for the
lead on Lap 181 of 208 and cruised
to a 2.208-second victory over fast-
closing Denny Hamlin, who passed
Ryan Blaney for the runner-up po-
sition on the final lap.

The win was a welcome relief for
the driver of the No. 9 Hendrick Mo-

torsports Chevrolet, who was
wrecked by Kyle Busch while run-
ning second May 20 at Darlington
and was KOʼd by a late caution in
the Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte on
Sunday while leading with two laps
left.

“It feels awesome,” said a re-
lieved Elliott, who won for the first
time this season, the first time on
the Charlotte oval and the seventh
time in his career. “Man, it was a
tough week for sure. Weʼve had
some tough losses, but that deal on
Sunday night was a heartbreaker.
Itʼs not the Coke 600, but any win
in the Cup Series is hard to get." 

Crew chief Alan Gustafson
made astute adjustments to Elliottʼs
Camaro on the teamʼs final pit stop
on Lap 146, under caution for
Timmy Hillʼs accident in Turn 4. The
car took off, and 32 laps after the
final restart, Elliott passed Harvick,
whose No. 4 Ford faded during

long runs.
Even with a Chevrolet that was

running up front, Elliott didn't think
he was home-free until he saw the
checkered flag.

“Alan made a great call there at
the end to get it tuned up, and luck-
ily the run went long, and I think
that fell in our favor,” Elliott said of
the final 59-lap green-flag run. “I
was just waiting for the caution to
come out, to be honest with you. I
thought the caution was going to
come out, I was going to break
something, or I was going to crash. 

“Just after the last couple of
weeks, I didnʼt think, truly, it was
going to go green to the end. Iʼm
just glad it did and glad weʼre,
hopefully, back on the right path.”

The start of the race was de-
layed from Wednesday when trop-
ical depression Bertha invaded the
Carolinas. Nor was Thursday race
free from weather issues. Lightning
in the area of the Concord, N.C.,
track interrupted the proceedings
for 75 minutes after NASCAR
called a caution on Lap 28 for Matt
Kensethʼs spin in Turn 4. After the
resumption at 9:07 p.m., Harvick
had the dominant car, piling up a
race-high 63 laps led.

But Harvickʼs car was set up for
short runs, and the final stint went

long. 
“It just fell off at Lap 30,” Harvick

said. “We knew thatʼs what we had,
and it went straight 60-some laps.
(The team) did a really good job of
turning the car around—the total
opposite of what we raced last
Sunday. So it was a good test ses-
sion for us. We just didnʼt need a
long run.”

Blaney ran third behind Elliott
and Hamlin, who was driving with-
out the services of his crew chief,
car chief and lead engineer after
the team was penalized for the ac-
cidental dropping of tungsten bal-
last on the warm-up laps for the
Coca-Cola 600. 

Ricky Stenhouse Jr. came home
fourth, posting his first top five
since running third at Las Vegas
before the coronavirus pandemic
brought the season to a temporary
halt. Kurt Busch was fifth, followed
by Joey Logano, Brad Keselowski,
Austin Dillon, Martin Truex Jr. and
Harvick.

Logano won Stage 1, with Alex
Bowman picking up his fourth stage
win at Charlotte this week with a
victory in Stage 2 after leading 51
laps. Bowman, however, clobbered
the Turn 4 wall while chasing Har-
vick on Lap 136 and finished 31st,
two laps down.
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Chase Elliott in

NASCAR Cup Series

Win at Charlotte 

Nothing but smiles for Chase Elliott after winning the NASCAR Cup Series race at Charlotte on Thursday night after just missing a win

in the Coca Cola 600 Sunday night. (JARED TILTON/GETTY IMAGES photo)



On his first try, the
bounty hunter got his
prey.

In the closing laps
of Tuesday nightʼs
North Carolina Educa-
tion Lottery 200 at
Charlotte Motor
Speedway, Chase El-

liott held off a determined charge
from Kyle Busch in the closing laps
to earn the victory and a $100,000
bounty offered to any full-time
NASCAR Cup Series driver who
could beat Busch. 

Not bad for a guy who hadnʼt
competed in a NASCAR Gander
RV & Outdoors Truck Series race
since 2017.

Busch had won each of his last
seven starts in the Gander Trucks,
dating to 2018, but Elliott had
plenty of incentive to end that
string. Driver Kevin Harvick and
Marcus Lemonis, chairman and
CEO of the series sponsor, each
put up $50,000 for any full-time
NASCAR Cup Series driver who
could beat Busch in a Truck race.
The money is earmarked for coron-

avirus relief.
It wasnʼt just the money for char-

ity. Busch had wrecked Elliott just
before rain ended last Wednesday
nightʼs Cup race at Darlington. And
Elliott was denied victory in Sun-
dayʼs Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte
when caution flew with two laps
left—and Elliott leading comfort-
ably.

“It was a lot of fun,” Elliott said of
Tuesdayʼs win. “First off, a thanks
to (sponsors) iRacing and Hooters,
Chevrolet and GMS (Racing) for
letting me come do this. (The truck)
was really good from the get-go, for
having no laps (of practice). The
splitter was where it needed to be,"
said Elliott.

"It made it easy for me to move
forward and try to get back accli-
mated… It doesnʼt make up for
Sunday, but it was still a really good
night. Glad to win and glad to do
some good for the relief effort for
this virus.”

Busch was 11th for the final
restart on Lap 109 of 134. By Lap
114, he had surged into the second
position and trailed Elliott by .974

seconds. Busch got as close as
.301 seconds on Lap 129, but on
the following circuit, a lapped truck
took Buschʼs preferred inside line
through the corner and broke his
momentum.

When he crossed the finish line,
Elliott held a .627-second lead. 

“He was a little better than I was
there at the end,” Elliott acknowl-

edged. “I got tight. I donʼt think we
adjusted enough on that last pit
stop (on Lap 89). I was a little
scared. I really didnʼt know exactly
what I needed or what these things
did as time went on. 

“Luckily, the right front stayed on
it long enough to get to the end.
And I think he (Busch) burned out
his stuff pretty hard trying to get to
me. It was a lot a fun. To be able to
come out and outrun him, and him
finish second—Iʼd much rather him
finish second than wreck or some-
thing, so I feel like I did something
right.”

Sunoco rookie Zane Smith, El-
liottʼs GMS Racing teammate, fin-
ished third in his first
national-series start at Charlotte.
Brett Moffitt was fourth and Shel-
don Creed fifth. John Hunter Ne-
mechek, also trying for the bounty,
ran sixth, followed by Johnny
Sauter, Ty Majeski, Austin Hill and
Ben Rhodes.

Busch had to come from the rear
twice, after a pair of long pit stops
to adjust the height of his No. 51
Toyota. Busch said afterward that
the feel was never right. 

“We were out in left field the
whole night, never really had a
great feel for the truck, a great-dri-
ving truck, and just salvaged what I
could,” Busch said.

Where Buschʼs winning streak
ended at seven, Elliottʼs reached
two. In 2017, the driver of the No.
24 GMS Chevrolet won from the
pole at Martinsville in his previous
Truck Series start.
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$100K for Virus Relief

with Gander Trucks

Win over Kyle Busch

After winning the Gander RV & Outdoors Trucjk Series race at Charlotte Motor Speedway, Chase El-

liott pays homage to master Truck winner Kyle Busch with his interpretation of Buschʼs bow to the

fans winning tribute. Elliott entered the race because of  bounty Kevin Harvick placed on Busch.

(JARED TILTON/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Kyle Busch looks around after the race to see Chase Elliott head

to victory lane. (CHRIS GRATHEN/GETTY IMAGES photo)



K A N N A P O L I S ,
NC - Working in ex-
treme conditions
where the clock is al-
ways ticking, Stewart-
Haas Racing is
well-versed in deliver-
ing under the most in-
tense circumstances.
The championship-
winning NASCAR
team has put its expe-
rience to good use

during the COVID-19 pandemic,
partnering with Novant Health to
deliver 20 million face masks and
produce 120 ICU webcam carts.

Today, its partnership takes
flight. Literally.

Novant Health has launched an
emergency drone logistics opera-
tion for hospital pandemic re-
sponse through a partnership with
Zipline, the worldʼs only national-
scale, on-demand drone logistics
service, which will provide drone
flight services. Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing is providing 25,000-square-feet
of property adjacent to its Kan-
napolis campus for Zipline to de-
liver medical supplies via its fleet of
drones to Novant Healthʼs inte-
grated system of physician prac-
tices, hospitals and outpatient
centers.

The U.S. Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) granted Novant
Health a Part 107 waiver to begin
operation, which is being initiated
as part of the North Carolina De-
partment of Transportationʼs
(NCDOT) Unmanned Aircraft Sys-
tem Integration Pilot Program
(IPP).

The operation provides contact-
less distribution of personal protec-
tive equipment and critical medical
supplies to frontline healthcare
workers in the Charlotte, North Car-
olina, metro area. The operation
helps position Novant Health,
which operates 15 hospitals and
nearly 700 locations in the south-
eastern United States, to adapt
quickly to the evolving pandemic
and could lead to such innovative
uses as testing, drug trials and vac-
cine distribution in the future.

The groundbreaking operation
will provide ongoing drone logistics
flights in Class-D controlled air-
space, where all air traffic is ac-
tively managed by the FAA under a
Part 107 waiver issued to a major
U.S. healthcare system. True to its
roots, North Carolina is once again

“First in Flight.”
“This new part of our relationship

with Stewart-Haas Racing has –
quite literally – taken our logistics
operations to new heights,” said
Mark Welch, senior vice president
of supply chain, Novant Health.
“Once again, SHR stepped up
when we had a need in response to
this pandemic by providing us the
critical space to create our distribu-
tion center. This operation is taking
Novant Health logistics to the next
level and we could not do it without
the assistance of Stewart-Haas
Racing.”

The operation uses battery-pow-
ered drones with autonomous nav-
igation systems which launch from
a distribution center near Stewart-
Haas Racing. Novant Health is able
to move its products efficiently from
this hub to its frontline medical
teams powered by Ziplineʼs long-
range, fixed-wing drones. Since
2016, Zipline has used its fleet of
drones to deliver 110,000 vaccines,
units of blood and critical medica-
tions internationally.

“As soon as we heard about the
initiative Novant Health had with Zi-
pline, our only question was, ʻHow
can we help?ʼ,” said Mike Verlan-
der, vice president of sales and
marketing, Stewart-Haas Racing. 

“Finding a tract of land that could
be used for the distribution center
was paramount, and Gene Haas,
the co-owner of our race team, had
the perfect spot right behind our
race shop. He cut through all the
red tape and dirt was quickly
moved. We helped with logistical
coordination during the build and
have seen firsthand the work of the
Zipline crew and the efficiency of
the distribution center and the tech-
nology it houses. Itʼs all very im-
pressive.”

In the span of a few minutes, a
lightweight drone takes off from No-
vant Healthʼs distribution center,
with the package placed inside a
parachute in the belly of the Zipline
drone.

When the drone reaches its des-
tination, it simply drops the para-
chute and the healthcare worker
collects it. The drone then returns
to the distribution center to get out-
fitted for its next flight.

“Zipline has been hard at work
helping other countries respond to
the pandemic,” said Keller Rin-
audo, CEO, Zipline. “And weʼre
proud to partner with Novant

Health, a true leader in healthcare
innovation, to begin helping in the
United States as well. Weʼre likely
in for a long-term fight against
COVID-19. Using contactless
drone logistics will be an important
tool in that effort. The work under-
way here in North Carolina will pro-
vide the rest of the country with a
blueprint for how to build the most
resilient and responsive healthcare
system possible.”

Over the next two years, the
partnership plans to expand be-
yond emergency operations in the
Charlotte area to regular commer-
cial operations, subject to approval
under FAA Part 135 rules, to serve
health facilities and, ultimately, pa-
tientsʼ homes across the state. No-
vant Health and Ziplineʼs
partnership seeks to create a next-
generation model for health system
logistics leveraging contactless
drone deliveries. To accomplish
this, Zipline works hand-in-hand

with national civil aviation authori-
ties.

Safety is Ziplineʼs top priority at
every stage of operation. Zipline
drones are designed to automati-
cally detect issues inflight and
safely return to base for repair.
Each drone is equipped with re-
dundant flight computers, motors,
communications systems, and
flight control surfaces, as well as
redundant navigation and power
systems. In the event of emergen-
cies like severe weather or un-
planned flight operation issues,
each drone is equipped with a
parachute that allows it to make an
immediate landing by slowly de-
scending to the ground.

Zipline drones weigh approxi-
mately 40 pounds with payload,
have a top speed of 80 mph, can
service a 50-mile radius, and can
carry packages close to four
pounds, even in high winds and
rain.

NASCAR an-
nounced Friday that it
has rescheduled the
2020 NASCAR Whe-
len Modified Tour sea-
son-opening race, the
Wade Cole Memorial
133 presented by
Dunleavyʼs Truck &
Trailer Repair, to Sun-
day, June 21.

The championship
points event has been

moved to Pennsylvaniaʼs Jenner-
stown Speedway.

The race, which was postponed
by rain, had been scheduled for
Saturday at South Carolinaʼs Myr-
tle Beach Speedway.

The event will be held without
fans in attendance in line with the
current NASCAR policy during the

COVID-19 pandemic.
In addition, Jennerstownʼs origi-

nal Whelen Modified Tour event
slated for May 23 has been
rescheduled for Saturday, August
22.

Event procedures for June 21
will be significantly modified in ac-
cordance with CDC, OSHA and
state and local government recom-
mendations – teams will be limited
to eight people per car number.
That will include all members of the
team, from driver to crew members
to car owners.

The event will include practice
and qualifying, and the race will not
have pit stops.

In addition, NASCAR and the
track will be maintaining social dis-
tancing protocols throughout the
event.
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The new Zipline drone will help to deliver medical supplies to hos-

pitals during the COVID-19 pandemic. 



Few crew chiefs
have had the sustain-
able level of success
in the ARCA Menards
Series over the last
decade as Kevin Reed
has.

The Kentucky na-
tive has worked with
numerous drivers over
the last ten years,
from Chad Hacken-
bracht to Mason

Mitchell to a slew of youngsters at
Venturini Motorsports, and heʼs
found success with all of them.
That run of success culminated in
winning the 2019 series champi-
onship with driver Christian Eckes.

For 2020, Reed is overseeing
the efforts of last-yearʼs champi-
onship runner-up Michael Self.

Not bad for a guy whose career
in racing started at Concord Speed-
way, when it was a dusty dirt track,
renting chairback seat cushions to
spectators to use on the trackʼs un-
forgiving hard concrete grandstand.

"My dad worked full time at
IBM," Reed said. "They had a
friend that raced a six-cylinder car
at Concord and dad would go on
the weekends to help them. By the
time I was three I was going to the
speedway to at least watch. By the
time I was 10 I would go to Con-
cord and I couldnʼt go into the pits
so I worked for the speedway rent-
ing chairs. On a regular Saturday

night they were a dollar a piece. I
would take the money to rent those
chairs and then after the races go
and collect them all. Some nights
there would be almost 400 of
them."

Reed worked his way up the lad-
der from working on dirt cars to
pavement late models and then
finding a home in the ARCA
Menards Series.

And just like collecting all of
those chairback seats was a chal-
lenge, being a crew chief carries itʼs
own pressures.

"My job at the shop is I oversee
all the cars and all the people to get
the cars prepared," he said. "The
biggest obstacle is we race at su-
perspeedways, short tracks, dirt
tracks, road courses, and we have
to be prepared for every one of
them. The most important thing is
being ready to make changes
throughout practice and the race."

Reedʼs insistence on working
hard to be prepared has paid off
with some accomplishments heʼs
very proud of.

"The championship with Chris-
tian last year was a big deal for
me," he said. "Winning four times
at Daytona means a lot to me too.
Winning anywhere is a good ac-
complishment and itʼs not easy, but
to win at Daytona four times is in-
credible."

Building a team from the ground
up and taking an inexperienced

driver to Victory Lane is also an ac-
complishment Reed is proud of.

"When I met the Hackenbracht
family they had no idea what they
needed to do to come race," he
said. "They had the funding to do it.
To do it the way we did it with basi-
cally three full-time employees and
to win a race with Chad was a huge
accomplishment and one I am very

proud of."
Reed has some words of advice

for those who want to follow in his
footsteps and chase checkered
flags and championships in some
form of motorsports.

"Donʼt expect anything unless
youʼre ready to work for it," he said.
"Nothing is given and nothing is for
free."
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SALEM, IN - An-
derson Speedway offi-
cials confirmed today
that the Voreʼs Weld-
ing CRA Late Model
Sportsman Powered
by JEGS will have
their 2020 season
opening event on Sat-
urday June 6th. The
event will be raced

with no fans in the stands.
As with the trackʼs prior open

practices, all safety protocols will
be enforced including social dis-
tancing in the pits. Anyone showing
any of the symptoms of the Covid
virus will not be permitted in the
pits. The front spectator stands will
be inaccessible to competitors. The
Speedway highly recommends
each team to bring only necessary
and essential crew members.
Ample sanitizing stations have
been installed for hand sanitation.

“Although this is not the ideal sit-

uation I want, it is all we can do at
this point” said Rick Dawson, Pres-
ident of Anderson Speedway. “Rac-
ing is a spectator sport, and myself
and the racers enjoy racing in front
of their fans. If all goes as planned,
Stage 4 of the Governorʼs plan
takes effect in three weekends from
now and currently we have a big
night planned to welcome every-
one back to the track.”

Due to the unique nature of this
event, all pit passes will be $35 on
Saturday, June 6th. Delicious food
will be available in the pit conces-
sion stand.

Race times for June 6th will be
altered to begin racing activities at
3pm.

A complete schedule of events
will be released in the coming days.
There will be an open practice on
Friday, June 5th from 4 to 7pm. 

For more information on all the
CRA Series visit www.cra-
racing.com.
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ELDON, MO -
After more than 1,700
starts with the World
of Outlaws NOS En-
ergy Drink Sprint Car
Series and 10 champi-
onships, Donny
Schatz is still learning.

Every race pro-
vides a new hurdle to
leap and a new chal-
lenge to conquer. Sat-
urday night at Lake

Ozark Speedway, that challenge
was Kyle Larson.

The two titans of Sprint Car rac-
ing waged a war of slide jobs and
chance in their quest to claim the
$10,000 top prize on the final night
of the doubleheader event. Schatz
had to throw everything his Tony
Stewart/Curb-Agajanian Racing
#15 car could handle to deny Lar-
son his second World of Outlaws
win in a week.

After 35 laps of fierce competi-
tion between Schatz and Larson
and swapping the lead multiple
times at the halfway point, Schatz
learned there was only one final
option to claim victory with a lap to
go.

After sliding by Larson for the
lead off Turn 4 with the white flag in
the air, the Fargo, ND driver
claimed his second win of the sea-
son and became the first driver to
win multiple World of Outlaws
races at the 1/3-mile track.

“Iʼve been out here 24 years,”
Schatz said. “Every night is a learn-
ing experience still. You just have
to take what you learned day in,
and day out and just make a deci-
sion. At this point it is just instinct.
The hard part is getting these cars
right, the way you want them to
stick with the tires and all of that.
My guys, incredible what theyʼve
done all weekend.”

Larson appeared to have every-
thing in place throughout the night
to win at Lake Ozark in just his sec-
ond Series start at the track. He
went out first for qualifying. Set
Quick Time. Won his Drydene Heat
Race. Won the DIRTVision Fast
Pass Dash. And then gapped the
field by close to a full straightaway
at the start of the 35-lap Feature.

Schatz was a quiet threat all
night, making his way into the Dash
and earning a fourth-place starting
spot for the Feature. He made
quick work of Shane Stewart and
Kraig Kinser in front of him to move

into second by Lap 4. Larson was
out of sight. But when he hit lap
traffic a few laps later, he was in-
vincible no more.

Committed to the bottom,
Schatz hacked away at Larsonʼs
lead and darted underneath him on
the exit of Turn 2 by the halfway
point. He led the next four laps be-
fore getting held up by a lap car
and allowing Larson to steal the
lead back.

While still focused on making
another attack at Larson for the
lead, Schatz now had to also worry
about holding off reigning cham-
pion Brad Sweet behind him. In
doing so, Larson began to distance
himself from Schatz.

The win was in Larsonʼs hands.
While holding Sweet behind with
one hand, Schatz tried to reach for
Larson with the other, looking un-
derneath the #57 car each corner,
but was never close enough to put
fear in Larsonʼs hopes.

However, a late caution, creating
a green-white-checkered finish,
gave Schatz one last attempt to try
something. Anything from what
heʼd learned. With a run off Turn 2
that kept him in tow with Larson
down the backstretch, Schatz “sent
it.” He dove underneath Larson
going into Turn 3 and cleared him
off Turn 4 to drive away with the
victory, leaving the two California
drivers behind him to round out the
podium.

“Obviously, it would have been
nice to get the win,” Larson said
with a heavy breath after his run-
ner-up performance. “I figured
Donny would have ripped the mid-
dle. On the restarts before he
would almost clear me anyway

here in (turns) three and four. So, I
should have just known to protect
and block his momentum.”

His brother-in-law and Kasey
Kahne Racing driver Brad Sweet
finished third – after starting ninth.
He continues to sit in the runner-
up spot in the championship points,
but with points leader Logan
Schuchart finishing sixth, Sweet is
now 12 points behind him.

Schatz is still third in points – 28
points behind Schuchart – but rel-
ishes his victory. He won the sea-
son opening race at Volusia
Speedway Park in February and
hadnʼt finished in the top-five since
then until this weekend. He is now
only four wins away from 300 ca-
reer World of Outlaws wins.

“Iʼm very satisfied,” said an
elated Schatz about his victory. “Itʼs
a crazy time in the world. All we can
do is do our part to be good people.
Weʼre back racing. Thatʼs the im-
portant part for us. Thatʼs who Iʼm
made of. Glad to be here. Glad you
[fans] are all here.”

UP NEXT: The World of Outlaws
NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car Se-
ries returns to Beaver Dam Race-
way on Fri., June 5 and Sat., June

6 for another thrilling doubleheader
weekend with $16,000-to-win on
the line between the two days.
Tickets are sold out for Saturdayʼs
event, but you can still get tickets
for Fridayʼs event. If you canʼt make
it to the track, you can watch all of
the action live on DIRTVision.

Logan Schuchart Sails
to World of Outlaws
Win at Lake Ozark

Speedway
ELDON, MO - Logan Schuchart

won his second race of the 2020
World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Series season in
the same fashion he won his first –
having never won at the track be-
fore, nor led a lap there.

On Friday night, that track was
Lake Ozark Speedway. The
Hanover, PA driver and his Shark
Racing Team dominated the night,
leading all 30 laps en route to his
18th career Series win – tying Brad
Doty for 28th on the all-time wins
list. In February, he pulled off a sim-
ilar feat to win at Volusia Speedway
Park.

“I think itʼs just learning and
learning,” Schuchart said about his
strong start to the season. “You see
teams do well early and then strug-
gle in the summertime or toward
the end of the year. I feel like weʼre
clicking right now, and everyone is
working on the same page. Weʼre
going back to some of these race-
tracks that weʼve had some bad
runs at in the past, but weʼre quali-
fying well and running good in the
Heat races. Weʼre just putting the
whole night together.”

Heʼs still yet to finish outside the
top-five this season and is now the
second driver to have multiple wins
– the other being reigning cham-
pion Brad Sweet. And with Sweet
having to use a rare provisional to 

(Continued Next Page)
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Schatz Edges Larson on
Last Lap in

Lake Ozark Thriller

Donny Schatz celebrates in victory lane at Lake Ozark Speedway

after holding off Kyle Larson for the win. (Trent Gower photo)

Logan Schuchart raced his way to victory lane on the opening

night event at Lake Ozark Speedway having never raced at the

track before. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

start the Feature – fin-
ishing eighth –
Schuchart now holds
an 18-point lead over
the Kasey Kahne Rac-
ing driver – his biggest
margin since taking
the top spot for the
first time in his career
after Knoxville.

The night looked
like it might go to his
Shark Racing team-
mate and uncle Jacob
Allen, though. He
powered past Sheldon
Haudenschild to win

his Drydene Heat Race and then
outdueled Schuchart for the lead in
the DIRTVision Fast Pass Dash.

The two occupied the front row
for the Feature – a family battle the
limited crowd in the stands and
thousands watching on DIRTVision
were eager to see.

Schuchart edged ahead of Allen
on the initial start, but Allen fought

to stay next to him as hard as he
Drydene car. With the advantage of
the momentum he could carry off
the corner running the top line,
Schuchart cleared Allen for the lead
at the conclusion of the first lap.

Allen – whose best finish at Lake
Ozark is 11th – was putting on one
of his best performances at the 1/3-
mile track, keeping pace with
Schuchart in early laps of the race.
On a restart with five laps com-
pleted, Allen got the jump on
Schuchart and pulled ahead to the
lead. However, when he ventured
into Turn 1, he hit a rut, bicycled
and flipped. He was OK, but his
night was over, finishing 25th.

With Schuchart still holding the
lead, Haudenschild was the next
contender to try and dethrone the
king shark. But Schuchart was too
strong. He pulled away to a half a
straightaway lead over the NOS
Energy Drink #17 car.

Lap traffic came into play at the
halfway point of the race, hindering
Schuchartʼs speed. Haudenschild
then saw the Drydene #1S back up

to him every lap. The half-a-
straightaway gap dwindled to about
a car length. Haudenschild could
smell redemption after flipping
while leading last week at Feder-
ated Auto Parts Raceway at I-55.

Schuchart showed poise and
patience with the slower cars,
though. He never forced the issue
on a pass. He went where they
werenʼt and methodically worked
his way by.

Then, with eight laps to go, Hau-
denschild got crossed up in Turn 2,
nearly spinning. He made the save
and held onto second, but
Schuchart was gone – about a full
straightaway ahead.

With no pressure from behind,
Schuchart cruised to his first win at
Lake Ozark Speedway.

“I didnʼt feel very good at certain
times, but we just worked our way
through traffic,” Schuchart said. “I
figured Sheldon would be up top,
bouncing against something but
there wasnʼt a whole lot up there.
You kind of just had to hit the holes
and the ruts the right way and get

yourself through them.”
While he didnʼt pick up the win,

Haudenschildʼs second-place run
was a boost for he and his Sten-
house Jr.-Marshall Racing team.

Ten-time Series champion
Donny Schatz and his Tony Stew-
art/Curb-Agajanian Racing team
also had a solid recovery from last
weekend – where he also had to
use a rare provisional to start the
Feature – by finishing third.

Sweet found himself barrel
rolling in Turn 3 after contact from
Anthony Macri in his Heat Race,
which put him in the back of the
Last Chance Showdown. He was
unable to make his way into a
transfer position in time and used a
provisional to start at the rear of the
Feature. He charged from 25th to
eighth, earning the KSE Hard
Charger award for the night. His
teammate and car owner Kasey
Kahne set Quick Time at the begin-
ning of the night and finished 12th
in the Feature, two spots behind
last Saturdayʼs winner, Kyle Lar-
son, who was 10th.

DAVENPORT, IA -
America witnessed
history Saturday after-
noon when Elon Musk
and NASA success-
fully launched a
manned rocket into
orbit and towards the
International Space
Station as part of the
Space X mission.

A few hours later,
race fans on DIRTVi-
sion saw Brandon
Sheppard launch his

own Rocket1 Racing #1 to victory
lane at Davenport Speedwayʼs 1/2-
mile dirt oval to complete a week-
end sweep of the 'Inside Out'
doubleheader presented by Hoker
Trucking. Sheppard conquered the
1/4-mile in thrilling fashion on Fri-
day night.

"It feels so great to be back in
victory lane," Sheppard said after
notching his second straight win.

Drawing fourth in the Morton
Buildings feature redraw, Sheppard
had to start the 40-lap feature from
the outside of row two behind
Frank Heckenast Jr. and Ashton
Winger on the front row.

For fans watching at home,
Winger was certainly the cinderella
story of the night. With limited 1/2-
mile experience, the 20-year old
Rookie of the Year leader put to-
gether a brilliant heat race win and

drew the outside pole of the Fea-
ture event.

It was all Heckenast at the start
as he rolled the inside line aboard
his No. 99JR. Bobby Pierce, who
set QuickTime in Flight A of qualify-
ing and won his heat race for the
second night, quickly worked by
Winger to move into second with
his eyes set on a first career World
of Outlaws win. It became a Land
of Lincoln 1-2-3 when Sheppard
brought the high side to life and
ripped the outside by Pierce and
then by Heckenast to take the lead
on lap five.

A chaotic caution on Lap 10 saw
the night end for Scott Bloomquist
and send a gaggle of others includ-
ing Ricky Thornton Jr., Jason
Feger, Brent Larson, Matt Cosner,
and Boom Briggs all to the work
area. Another heartbreaking cau-
tion at the halfway mark meant the
downward spiral of Winger, the
rookie sensation, who would have
to fall to the tail after running inside
the top five.

While Sheppard was in com-
mand, the frontrunners behind him
continued to swap spots as Pierce,
Heckenast, Chris Madden and a
charging Jimmy Mars dueled on
the half-mile speed factory located
on the Mississippi Valley Fair-
grounds. A debris caution on Lap
27 created a restart after Pierce hit
the outside wall so hard that he

knocked a few boards off the fence
onto the track. After that contact
though, the #32 slipped on the
restart letting Mars and Madden by,
with Pierce eventually fell to sixth.

Marking the final restart of the
race, Sheppard continued to sneak
away from the field as he tested
every inch of the 1/2-mile surface.
In the end, B-Shepp drove away to
a 2.086 second advantage as he
crossed the stripe for his 58th ca-
reer World of Outlaws Morton
Buildings Late Model Series victory.
Completing a clean sweep of 'In-
side Out' weekend presented by
Hoker Trucking, Sheppard and the
Rocket1 Racing crew used the
Davenport Speedway double-
header to find that missing confi-
dence and return to their winning
ways. 

"After the checkered, I actually
went to the bottom in turns three
and four and I think I might have
been even better than I was on the
top," Sheppard noted. "Getting out
front in clean air and maintaining
the lead all comes with qualifying
good and winning heat races. In
order for this consistency to stay
good, we gotta keep doing that."

Mars was Saturday's runner-up
finisher after he completed an im-
pressive charge from the 11th spot.
The World of Outlaws
veteran noted his No.
28M was capable of
handling the half-mile
from just about every
angle and wished he
would've aced quali-

fying more.
"Before it started to rubber there

on the bottom, we could run the
top, we could run the bottom, the
car was really good," Mars said
after the checkered. "Scott
[Bloomquist] and I got together
down there backstretch early on, so
I gotta apologize to him. I lifted as
much as I could, there wasn't much
else I could do.” 

Madden snapped a 10-race
drought from the top three with his
third-place finish.

Cade Dillard, who suffered a
blown motor in hot laps, concluded
his night with a remarkable 19th-to-
fourth haul that was good enough
to take away hard charger honors.
Heckenast Jr. completed the top
five while Pierce, Dennis Erb Jr.,
Ricky Weiss, Shannon Babb and
Chase Junghans rounded out the
top 10.

The World of Outlaws Morton
Buildings Late Model Series will
take next week off as invited com-
petitors nationwide converge on
the Dirt Late Model Stream at El-
dora Speedway on June 4-6. After
that, the Outlaws are scheduled to
RETURN to RACING at Cochran
Motor Speedway in Cochran, GA,
on Friday and Saturday, June 12-
13.
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TAMPA, FL - Bran-
don Overton
squeezed by race-
leader Tyler Erb com-
ing off turn four
winning the Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series
event for the second
night in a row. With the
wild night of racing,
East Bay Raceway
Park lived up to its
reputation on

Wednesday Night.
In a thrilling ending to the seriesʼ

Reopening Tour, Overton came out
of nowhere to edge Erb, denying
the Texan [Erb] his first Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series win of the
season. Mason Zeigler made it a
three-car tussle in the closing laps
as he finished third after regaining
the lead momentarily until Erb got
back around him after the two
made contact coming out of turn
four on the white flag lap.

Zeigler was followed by Jimmy
Owens and Devin Moran. Owens
was awarded a $5,000 check from
Riggs Drilling Solutions as the Ten-
nessee racer topped the Reopen-
ing Tour points the last two weeks
of racing at Golden Isles and East
Bay. The tour resumed its 2020
racing season for the first time
since February and is looking for-
ward to welcoming back fans in
June.

Erb quickly moved from his third
starting spot to take the lead on the
opening lap. Erb was then hounded
by Zeigler, who started fifth and
took the lead away from him on lap
six. It would be the only lap that
Zeigler would officially lead as Erb
regained the top spot a lap later.

Erb then battled through lapped
traffic opening up some distance
between himself and the second
and third-place runners Zeigler and
Overton. In the final 15 laps Zeigler
and Overton went back-and-forth in
the race behind Erb. Zeigler then
caught Erb in the final handful of
laps but slipped back to third after
contact with Erb. Overton then got
by Zeigler and caught Erb on the
final lap as the two raced to the
checkers with Overton barely edg-
ing out the Texan at the finish line.

Overton was elated in his third
trip to in Lucas Oil Victory Lane in
his career at East Bay and his sixth
career series win, in what turned
out to be a fast and furious race.
“When I got into third, I saw Tyler

and Mason racing each other so
hard. I was trying to bide my time
and I figured let them burn their
stuff up and maybe I would come
back to them,” said the 29-year-old
from Evans, Georgia.

“That strategy worked out in our
favor, I got to move around a lot
when I was behind them. That is
what helped me win the race in
three and four when I got back
under Tyler. That was a heck of a
race. My crew busted their tails all
week and we have a really good
car under us. Thanks to David and
Eric Wells for putting me in top
notch equipment. I just want to
make them proud.”

Erb led 38 of the 40 laps and
looked to be in control of the race
until the last five laps, as first Zei-
gler and then Overton made for an
exciting finish. “I could hit three and
four just right for a long time, but in
the last ten laps or so I was just
kind of hanging. When Zeigler
drove across one and two and I
lifted, and I turned underneath him
in three and four and he didnʼt lift,
that kind of got us bottled up. I was
trying to get my momentum built up
and I saw Brandon got underneath
me in two and I beat him into three
and four and I couldnʼt slow down
fast enough like I needed to, and
he beat me to the line.”

Zeigler was looking for third ca-
reer win at East Bay but came
home in third. “The car was good,

the longer the race went on the bet-
ter I felt like we were getting. I was
just waiting and watching the flags
in the last ten laps and just waiting
for the right time and I took the lead
there and I should have protected
my line more, it is what it is. I
should have got down a little fur-
ther. Weʼll take a third, so we had a
good finish.”

Completing the top ten were
Rick Eckert, Tim McCreadie, Tan-
ner English, Stormy Scott, and
Hudson OʼNeal.

Overton Over
Davenport in Action at

East Bay
TAMPA, FL - Brandon Overton

finally fought off several tough chal-
lengers as he went to Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series Victory Lane
on Tuesday Night at East Bay
Raceway Park. Overton held the

lead for the first 12 laps of the 40-
lap main event. Jonathan Daven-
port shot around him on a restart
and led for three circuits, but Over-
ton never gave up and recaptured
the lead on lap 16 as he went on for
his first Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series win of 2020.

Davenport had to fight off re-
peated challenges from Jimmy
Owens to hold on to the second
spot at the end. Owens came home
third to notch his sixth consecutive
top five finish. Shane Clanton
stayed in the mix the entire dis-
tance taking fourth at the finish.
Kyle Bronson earned the Optima
Batteries Hard Charger of the Race
coming from 18th to finish in fifth.

Overton was the Performance
Friction Brakes Pole Award recipi-
ent of the main event and took the
lead at the start of the race over
Owens and Davenport. Overton 

(Continued Next Page)
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Finish to Win
Finale at East Bay

Brandon Overton celebrates in victory lane after racing his way to

the win for the second night in a row at East Bay Raceway. (lucas-

dirt.com photo)
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was cruising along
until a caution on lap
12 slowed the action.
On the restart Daven-
port went to the out-
side lane, passing
both Owens and
Overton to take over
the lead.

Overton came
right back three laps
later to regain the lead
for good, as he had to
battle heavy traffic in
the closing laps with
cars running three-
wide in front of him. In

the end, he was able to reach the
checkers first for his fifth career
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
victory and his second-ever at East
Bay.

With the win the 29-year-old
Georgia native becomes the fifth
different winner in five races of the
seriesʼ reopening tour. Overton had
led the previous two Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series races, but a
shorted-out coil wire and a broken
flywheel knocked him out of con-
tention for the win both times.

“I was definitely concerned
about lapped traffic at the end. That
is the problem about leading here,
JD rolled me on that restart, but
you just donʼt know where to go. It
just all worked out for me near the
end and they [traffic] were where I
needed to be, and I was just trying
to be patient. I tried to get as close
to them as I could without hitting
them and I just held on. Thanks to
crew for working all day on the
racecar after it was torn up last
night. My car owner David Wells is
here. Itʼs always good to get a
Lucas Oil win for David and Eric
[Wells].”

Davenport, the three-time and
reigning series champion moved
closer to Tim McCreadie in the
championship points race with his
second-place run. “I was trying to
find every inch on the racetrack,
and I think I just overheated my left
rear tire after the last caution. That
is when the car got really loose. We
got lucky when we got the lead, but
I went back to the bottom and I left
the door open for him [Overton] to
get back around me.”

Owens maintains third in the
championship points with yet an-
other podium finish for the Ten-
nessee racer.  “We had a really
good race car all night long. On that
first take-off, the outside was just a
little crumbly and we had to run on
the bottom quite a bit. I ran a lot of
laps on the bottom and then I de-

cided to go to the top. I also made
a bad lane choice on that last
restart. Everybodyʼs crew has been
working hard and everybody has
had their ups and downs, that is
just a part of it.”

The winnerʼs Wells Motorsports
Longhorn Chassis is powered by a
Clements Racing Engine and spon-
sored by Allstar Concrete, Crossfit
Overton, Big Dog Stump and Tree,
Penske Shocks, Dirt Mafia, Sunoco
Race Fuels, Convenient Lube, and
EZ Go.

Completing the top ten were Tim
McCreadie, Josh Richards, Earl
Pearson Jr., Devin Moran, and Tan-
ner English.

Davenport Charges to
Lucas Oil Late Model

Dirt Series Win at
East Bay

TAMPA, FL - Defending Series
champion Jonathan Davenport
came from the fifth starting spot to
win Monday Nightʼs Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series event at East Bay
Raceway Park.  Davenport took the
lead on lap 31 from fellow Georgian
Shane Clanton and then pulled
away for his eighth career win at
“The Clay by the Bay.”

Clanton led 29 laps of the 40 lap
event and appeared poised to pick
up his first ever win at East Bay, but
Davenport slid under him with nine
laps to go to grab the top
spot.  Clanton finished in the run-
ner-up position, with point leader
Tim McCreadie coming home in
third. Jimmy Owens finished in
fourth with Tyler Erb rounding out
the top five drivers.

Clanton and Overton had a
heated battle for the lead for sev-
eral laps until Overton slowed on
the track after a lap 19 restart that
forced Overton from the event.
Overton led one lap during the ex-
change with Clanton as the two

fought tooth-and-nail around the
1/3 mile oval.

With Overton out of the race
Clanton again showed the way with
several drivers nipping at his heels
including Owens who moved to
second after Overtonʼs exit. Dav-
enport moved to third and then
eventually to second around
Owens. Davenport then set his
sights on Clanton as has the two
crossed the stripe to complete lap
31 Davenport slid down low head-
ing into turn one and slid up in front
of Clanton to take the lead.

In Lucas Oil Victory Lane for the
49th time in his career Davenport,
the 3-time and reigning series
champion was relieved to be back
in the winnerʼs circle for the first
time since February. “I didnʼt really
know where to go in the corners of
the track tonight. It was so slick in
the center I had to wait a long time
to take off, because I didnʼt think
running the ring around the cushion
was the way to take off. Drivers
kept piling up behind me. I was just
trying to keep the car in the right
position. Itʼs been a struggle the
last few weeks.”

“Weʼve changed everything on
this car except for the driver. I hope
everybody that watched at home
enjoyed the show. I was just patient
at first because the track blew off a
lot faster than I thought it would. It
was fast through all the heat races,
then suddenly when they rolled the
top in I donʼt know whether the tide
rolled back out, but it got drier.”

Clanton had his best finish of
2020 with his runner-up finish. “I
started to lose my right front tire
there in the shine. I got so tight get-
ting into the corner I was having to
dip the car hard. I was doing all I
could, then I caught the lapped
cars and they were in my line and I
needed to turn under him, and I
missed the bottom. JD got a good
run on me and then Owens got a
good run on me as well. I tried to
get under both of them on the last
restart.”

McCreadie was looking for his
third series win of the season and
came home third maintaining his
point lead heading into Tuesday
Nightʼs action at East Bay. “I just
made a big mistake going into one.
Brandon [Overton] and I were just
racing so hard and that is just the
way it goes. I slid him going into
turn three.  When I went in there I
locked the rear end up and it
started clunking in high gear. I
thought I was going to spin out in
front of the field, which made me
lose 3 or 4 spots.”  

The winnerʼs Lance Landers
Motorsports Longhorn Chassis is
powered by a Cornett Racing En-
gine and sponsored by Nutrien Ag
Solutions, Spartan Mowers, Lucas
Oil Products, Penske Racing
Shocks, Hoosier Tires, VP Fuels,
and ASC Warranty.

Completing the top ten were
Brian Shirley, Kyle Bronson, Tanner
English, Rick Eckert, and Mason
Zeigler.
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Deep South
Speedway has added
an open practice for
all racers set to battle
in the Duals in Dixie
on June 4th. The track
will practice from 6 -
10 that evening. 

Track owner Billy
Robertson said "We
wanted to give the All
Star drivers a chance
to come down a day
early and get some
practice in”.

“We are looking forward to hav-

ing these guys in for 2 great nights
of racing."

An added attraction to not only 2
nights of racing, but the track is lo-
cated 30 minutes from Gulf Shores
and Alabama's great beaches. With
all the chaos that everyone has en-
dured the past 3 months, some
beach time might be good for
everyone.

Admission to the practice is
$20.00 per person and drivers are
welcome to stay overnight in their
rigs at the track each night.

For more information you can
call the track at (850) 698-3776.
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Adds Practice

Jonathan Davenport raced his way through the field for the win on

Monday night at East Bay Raceway, for his 8th career win at the

track. (lucasdirt.com photo)



POCOLA, OK -
Ending his weekend in
Victory Lane, Blake
Hahn dominated ac-
tion with the American
Bank of Oklahoma
ASCS Sooner Region
presented by Smileyʼs
Racing Products vs.
ASCS Mid-South Re-
gion showdown at Tri-
State Speedway. 

Trailing the first
eight revolutions, Hahn assumed
the lead from Avery Goodman after
he tapped the Left Rear of Robbie
Price while trying to put him a lap
down. Red on Lap 10 for Mike
Goodman, who walked away from
a violent flip through the third turn,
the race was slowed again on Lap
13 as Layne Himebaugh rolled to a
stop. 

Caution for the final time on Lap
14, Hahn did as heʼd done on
nearly every restart and quickly dis-
tanced himself from the field as the
race for second saw Garrett
Williamson suddenly in the mix.
Starting his race from 17th, the
Colombia, Mo. shoe battled back
and forth with Covington, Crockett,
and Randall with the Tiger Towing
backed entry pacing the hub of the
high-banked oval. 

Working a deep cushion at both
ends of the Tri-State Speedway,
Hahn built his advantage to 8.253
seconds at the drop of the check-
ered flag. Garrett Williamson held
on for second with Chase Randall
third. Matt Covington ended up
fourth with Harli White completing
the top five.

Terry Easum in sixth was fol-

lowed by Andrew Deal. Making up
10 positions, Fred Mattox crossed
eighth with Washingtonʼs Chris
Schmelzle advancing to ninth from
16th. Lance Norick completed the
top ten. 

The American Bank of Okla-
homa ASCS Sooner Region pre-
sented by Smileyʼs Racing
Products races next at Lawton
Speedway on June 20. The ASCS
Mid-South Region rolls again on
June 6 at Riverside International
Speedway. 

Event updates will be posted to
www.ascsracing.com as well as our
Social Media Outlets on Facebook
and Twitter (@LucasOilASCS). We
will also issue emails to our E-
News Letter, which anyone can
sign up for at https://bit.ly/3cTR-
bCq.

Bergman Storms to
ASCS Sooner Region

Victory at Creek
County Speedway

SAPULPA, OK - Announcing
that races had been moved from
Red Dirt Raceway in Meeker, Okla.
to Creek County Speedway in Sa-
pulpa, Okla. just after 9:00 A.M. Fri-
day morning, the field and the fans
turned out in a big way; and they
were not disappointed as Seth
Bergman rocketed to victory off the
final turn with the American Bank of
Oklahoma ASCS Sooner Region
presented by Smileyʼs Racing
Products.

Besting a field of 40 drivers from
eight states and two countries for
his eight career ASCS Sooner Re-
gion victory, Bergman hit the gas

from third to start the nightʼs A-Fea-
ture with Mike Goodman and Sean
McClelland running first and sec-
ond.

With traffic coming into play near
the raceʼs mid-point, business
picked up as Goodmanʼs lead was
challenged on Lap 10 by McClel-
land. Getting the point the following
lap, Bergman advanced to second
on Lap 16.

Chasing the DSO No. 1 into a
group of slower cars, the door
opened for the No. 23 on Lap 19.
Followed quickly by seventh start-
ing Blake Hahn, who commanded
the bottom of the Speedway, the
DriveWFX.com No. 52 worked by
Seth with five laps to run.

Slipping back several car
lengths, traffic again brought the
top two together.

Game on with one to go,
Bergman railed the cushion off the
second turn. Looking like his night
was about to end in disaster, Seth
went two wheels up the wall down
the back straightaway. Never letting
off the throttle, the car slammed to
the ground just in time for the set
into the third turn.

Burying the right rear into the
fluff, Bergman shot off the final turn
to best the No. 52 of Hahn by 0.276
seconds. Alex Sewell advanced
three positions to claim the final

podium step after a multi lap battle
with Andrew Deal, who crossed
fourth. Avery Goodman completed
the top five.

Moving up 10 positions, Harli
White grabbed sixth with Chase
Randall following from 19th to sev-
enth. After leading early on, Mike
Goodman finished eighth with Rob-
bie Price emerging from a B-Fea-
ture to finish ninth. Jeremy
Campbell crossed tenth.

Sanders Tops ASCS
Lone Star Region at

105 Speedway
CLEVELAND, TX - Making the

trip from California worthwhile,
Justin Sanders parked in Victory
Lane Saturday night at 105 Speed-
way with the ASCS Lone Star Re-
gion. 

Sanders' second career ASCS
Regional win, the Texas triumph is
his first with the Lone Star Region. 

Taking the win from the pole,
Sanders was chased to the finish
by Eric Baldaccini with Caleb Mar-
tin taking the final podium step.
Jacob Harris and Scottie McDonald
completed the top five. 

Harry Yerrington, Willy Reed,
James Cooper, Cody Stacy, and
Preston Perlmutter completed the
top ten.
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ASCS Sooner at Tri-State
Speedway

Blake Hahn celebrates in victory lane with crew and family after

winning at Tri-State Speedway. (ASCS photo)

Seth Bergman raced his way to victory lane at Creek County Speed-

way after the event was moved from Red Dirt Raceway at the last

minute. (David Campbell photo)

Justin Sanders celebrates his first win with the ASCS Lone Star

Regin in victory lane at 105 Speedway. (Manvel Motorsports photo)



JEFFERSON, SD
- Unarguably one of
the the most exciting
main event outcomes
in Ollieʼs Bargain Out-
let All Star Circuit of
Champions presented
by Mobil 1 and
Bumper-to-Bumper
IRA Series history, Al-
toona, Iowaʼs Austin

McCarl accomplished the near-im-
possible on Saturday night at Park
Jefferson International Speedway
in Jefferson, South Dakota, and
held off two-time and defending All
Star champion, Aaron Reutzel, for
a first-ever Series victory and a
$6,900 top prize. Originally slated
to award $6,600, Kevin Rudeen of
Rudeen Racing bumped the win-
nerʼs share an extra $300 to award
$6,900.

Ending with a final margin of vic-
tory equalling a fraction of a sec-
ond, McCarl and Reutzelʼs battle
for the lead was relentless, ex-
changing command lap after lap,
and sometimes multiple times a
lap, during a wild trek through traf-
fic over the final eight circuits. Even
the final lap was a barn burner with
Reutzel leading the duo down the
backstretch and into turn three. Al-
though Reutzel did his best to pro-
tect the bottom and shut down any
last-ditch effort by McCarl to regain
control, the attempt failed, as Mc-
Carl was able to maneuver under
Reutzel, giving him a slight “kiss” to
the inside nerf bar before beating
the current All Star championship
points leader back to the flagstand.

“I was just trying to beat Aaron
(Reutzel),” an elated Austin McCarl
laughed, who kicked off the
evening with a heat race and dash
victory aboard his TMAC Motor-
sports No. 17A. “I was just trying to
run my own race and do what was
best for my car. The bottom was
better for me, but he was better
than me moving up around guys.
The bottom was so good there that
I was just trying to hit my marks and
get guys going down the straight-
away and into the corner when they
got tight. I just canʼt thank my fam-
ily and supporters enough. To get
my first All Star win with my spon-
sors here, and everyone watching
at home, itʼs a night iʼll never for-
get.”

Starting from the pole position,

Columbus, Indianaʼs Tony Stewart
led the first six circuits before
Rudeen Racingʼs Cory Eliason
slipped underneath the three-time
NASCAR Cup Series champion to
lead lap seven. By lap ten, Eliason
and Stewart found themselves
swallowed up in slower cars, even-
tually allowing Stewart to close in
on Eliason and regain command on
lap 13. Unfortunately for Eliason, a
tangle with traffic on lap 14 ended
his attempt to regain the top spot,
eventually spinning to a stop be-
tween turns three and four.

McCarl, who was racing just be-
hind the top-two at the time of the
caution, utilized the ensuing restart
to slip by Stewart to officially lead
lap 14. Reutzel, who started eighth
on the feature grid, followed McCarl
by Stewart to take second on lap
15. An onslaught of slower traffic on
lap 18 allowed Reutzel to close in
on McCarl, ultimately igniting a
fierce battle between the two fron-
trunners.

Buzzing the topside, Reutzel
drove around McCarl to lead lap
20, only to be denied by McCarl the
following circuit with a bold move in
turns three and four to complete lap
21. Two circuits later, Reutzel was
back on top, desperately trying to
separate himself from McCarl with
only two laps to navigate. Deter-
mined to beat the two-time champ,
McCarl quickly persevered, slipping
underneath Reutzel to lead lap 24,
all before the aforementioned “kiss
and run” in the final corner on lap
25.

“It was pretty wild there between
Aaron and I in traffic,” McCarl con-
tinued. “I saw the white flag and he

got around me in one. He did a re-
ally good job to open up on me
coming out of two and chopping me
in turns three and four. He just
barely left the door open a little bit
and I just kinda stuck my nose in
there and gave him a little kiss. I
was just trying to win the race and
I donʼt think it was anything Aaron
Reutzel wouldnʼt have done. I have
a ton of respect for him and his
team. They are doing a great job.”

Aaron Reutzel crossed under
the flagstand second, followed by
Danny Dietrich, Tony Stewart, and
Paul McMahan.

Whatʼs Next: After four days of
travel and rest, the Ollieʼs Bargain
Outlet All Star Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1 will continue
their trek through the central time
zone with a visit to Lawton Speed-
way in Lawton, Oklahoma, on
Thursday, June 4, officially com-
mencing the 2020 edition of

Cometic Gasket Thunder Through
The Plains presented by Hercules
Tires. The Lawton visit will kick-off
three straight days of action in the
Sooner State with stops at Red Dirt
Raceway and Outlaw Motor
Speedway to follow, respectively.

Online Coverage: Each and
every event on the 2020 Ollieʼs
Bargain Outlet All Star Circuit of
Champions presented by Mobil 1
schedule will be broadcast live ex-
clusively at www.floracing.com. To
access live and on-demand racing
action from the All Star Circuit of
Champions, visit
www.floracing.com and become an
annual PRO subscriber. The sub-
scription unlocks access to pre-
mium content across the entire
FloSports network. Watch the
events across all screens by down-
loading the FloSports app on iOS,
Android, Apple TV, Roku, Amazon
Fire and Chromecast.

Aaron Reutzel Opens
2020 All Star Point

Season With Victory at
Park Jefferson

JEFFERSON, SD - Although it
has been over three months since
the Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet All Star
Circuit of Champions presented by
Mobil 1 last hosted competition,
two-time and defending Series
champion, Aaron Reutzel, left zero
doubt to those in attendance at
Park Jefferson International Speed-
way in Jefferson, South Dakota,
that the extended gap in the All Star
schedule affected his focus and 

(Continued Next Page)
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Victory at Park Jefferson
International Speedway

Austin McCarl raced his way to his first career All Star win with his

victory at Park Jefferson International Speedway. (Paul Arch

photo)

Aaron Reutzel raced his way to victory lane in the season points

opener at Park Jefferson International Speedway. (Paul Arch

photo)
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ability, ultimately end-
ing his evening $6,600
richer, as well as the
Series point leader. In-
cluding action that did
not accumulate cham-
pionship points in
early February, the
victory was Reutzelʼs
third of the 2020 sea-
son against the All
Stars and the 28th of
his career.

Reutzel, driver of
the No. 87 sprint car,
dominated action dur-
ing the first-ever All

Star appearance at the southeast
South Dakota facility, taking com-
mand for the first time on lap eight
of 25 and immediately blasting
away to a impressive lead. Justin
Henderson, who earned the pole
position by way of dash victory, led
the first seven circuits before losing
command to Reutzel. With very lit-
tle real estate to work with,
Reutzelʼs takeover occurred on the
very bottom of the speedway, nar-
rowly squeezing by the Mike Sand-
vig entry in turn four.

Despite periods of relentless
traffic, all circling the bottom groove
within Reutzelʼs preferred line, the
Clute, Texas-native dodged the
slower cars with ease, and at one
point, placed five lapped cars be-
tween himself and Rudeen Rac-
ingʼs Cory Eliason, who followed
Reutzel beyond Henderson to take
the runner-up spot on lap 11.

A caution on lap 19 would give
Eliason an opportunity to restart on
the tailtank of the two-time and de-
fending champion, but even a fresh
start on a slick surface would prove
to be unsuccessful. Reutzel even-
tually slipped away to a near-three-
second lead by featureʼs end, once
again forced to navigate slower
cars during the final three circuits.

Eliason held on to finish second,
followed by Henderson, Brock
Zearfoss, who cleared six positions
to finish fourth, and Trey Starks.

“The last time I was here, it was
cowboy-up and you had to drive as
hard as you could, but tonight it
was really slick and technical and
thatʼs how I like it,” Aaron Reutzel
explained. “It took me five laps to
figure out how to run this place. I
really had to open my entry up and
pivot around the tires to get going
down the straightaways. It was a lot
of fun though.

“Iʼm just glad to be back racing a
lot more, and I know the fans here
tonight have been waiting for this
for a long time,” Reutzel continued.

“I canʼt thank my team enough for
their hard work so far this week-
end.”

Devilʼs Bowl Added to
Cometic Gasket

Thunder Through The
Plains on June 10

BROWNSBURG, IN - Bumping
the overall tally from eight to nine,
the 2020 edition of Cometic Gasket
Thunder Through The Plains pre-
sented by Hercules Tires featuring
the Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet All Star
Circuit of Champions presented by
Mobil 1 will now consist of nine
events over an 11-day span, as
Devilʼs Bowl Speedway will host
the winged warriors on Wednesday
evening, June 10.

The Devilʼs Bowl program will be
the first of five consecutive nights
of competition for Tony Stewartʼs All
Stars, continuing on with stops at
Southern Oklahoma Speedway in
Ardmore, Oklahoma, on Thursday,
June 11, Monarch Motor Speedway
in Wichita Falls, Texas, on Friday,
June 12, Lonestar Speedway in Kil-
gore, Texas, on Saturday, June 13,
and Chatham Speedway in
Chatham, Louisiana, on Sunday,
June 14.

With only a two-day break sepa-
rating the first four events from the
last five, the Thunder Through The
Plains schedule will activate on
Thursday, June 4, at Lawton
Speedway in Lawton, Oklahoma,
followed by visits to Red Dirt Race-
way in Meeker, Oklahoma, on Fri-
day, June 5, Outlaw Motor
Speedway in Oktaha, Oklahoma,
on Saturday, June 6, and 81
Speedway in Park City, Kansas, on
Sunday, June 7.

Since announcing his plans to
join the All Star Circuit of Champi-
ons for the Park Jefferson double-
header, Tony Stewart will now
follow the All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions during the entire Thunder
Through The Plains campaign that
extends through June 14.

General admission tickets for
each night of the first-ever All Star
invasion of Park Jefferson Interna-
tional Speedway are now available
for $29. Children 5 and under will
be admitted at a discounted price
of $5. To comply with the social dis-
tancing recommendations upheld
by the CDC, ticket purchases will
be available online with only a lim-
ited number of tickets available.

General admission tickets:
https://market.myracepass.com/sto
re/tickets/?store=11275

Tickets for the events at Lawton
Speedway, Red Dirt Raceway, Out-
law Motor Speedway, 81 Speed-

way, and Southern Oklahoma
Speedway can be purchased
through MyRacePass at
https://market.myracepass.com/tic
kets/.

2020 All Star Circuit of
Champions Roster

Unveiled
BROWNSBURG, IN - With the

2020 Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet All Star
Circuit of Champions presented by
Mobil 1 championship point season
underway, a stout contingent of
some of the nationʼs finest open
wheel competitors are expected to
assemble and tour full-time with
Americaʼs Series.

The Series will trek through not
only South Dakota between now
and June 14, but also Oklahoma,
Kassas, Texas, and Louisiana; an
unprecedented 17-day swing dur-
ing Tony Stewartʼs tenure as owner
of the All Star Circuit of Champions.

2020 Full-Time All Stars:
• Aaron Reutzel - Baughman-

Reutzel Motorsports No. 87: Two-
time and defending All Star Circuit
of Champions title earner, Aaron
Reutzel, raced for a combined 25
feature victories during his pair of
championship seasons and already
owns two victories thus far in 2020.
The Clute, Texas-native highlighted
his most recent All Star season with
the 52nd Annual Tuscarora 50
score at Port Royal Speedway
worth a hefty $52,000.

• Cory Eliason - Rudeen Racing
No. 26: The 2019 All Star Circuit of
Champions Rookie of the Year has
already secured three podium fin-
ishes with the Series this season,
all accumulated during non-point
action in Florida. Finishing third in
his first-ever title chase, the Cali-
fornia-native scored a pair of All
Star victories in 2019. Eliason
ended his first year as an All Star
with 30 top-ten finishes in 40 fea-
ture starts.

• Brock Zearfoss - Brock Zear-
foss Racing No. 3Z: The ʻJon-
estown Jetʼ Brock Zearfoss will join
the All Stars for a second consecu-
tive season in 2020, ending his
rookie campaign fourth in the final
standings with a trio of All Star vic-
tories to his credit. The former Port
Royal Speedway track champion
compiled 22 top-ten finishes in 39
All Star feature starts in 2019.

• Paul McMahan - Tom Buch
Motorsports No. 13: Paul McMahan
will once again bring national expe-
rience and competitiveness to the
All Star trail, capping his most re-
cent campaign in 2019 with a fifth-
place outcome in the championship
standings, earning 22 top-ten fin-

ishes in the process.
• Greg Wilson - Greg Wilson

Racing No. W20: Greg Wilson
brings national experience and
competitiveness to the All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions. The two-time All
Star champion has accumulated 25
Series victories over the course of
his career. Wilson capped his 2019
All Star efforts sixth in the title
chase.

• Skylar Gee - Skylar Gee Rac-
ing No. 99: Former American Sprint
Car Series (ASCS) full-timer and
ASCS National Rookie of the Year,
Skylar Gee, will return to the All
Star Circuit of Champions with
hopes of picking up right where he
left off. Gee finished seventh in last
yearʼs end of the year standings
and earned one victory along the
way. In addition, Gee collected 12
top-ten finishes in 2019.

• Justin Peck - Premier Motor-
sports No. 70: Although 2020 will
mark down as Peckʼs first full sea-
son with the All Star Circuit of
Champions, Peck and Pete
Groveʼs Premier Motorsports
joined forces during the midpoint of
2019 and followed the schedule for
the rest of the season, accumulat-
ing 12 top-ten finishes in 29 feature
starts. Peckʼs lone All Star victory
was acquired at Macon Speedway
during the 2017 season.

• Sam Hafertepe Jr. - Hillʼs Rac-
ing Team No. 15H: Certainly the
most decorated All Star Circuit of
Champions Rookie of the Year con-
tender, Hafertepe brings World of
Outlaws and ASCS National Tour
experience to the Series in 2020,
earning three consecutive ASCS
national titles during his racing
tenure. Hafertepe does own one All
Star victory during a visit to North
Florida in 2008.

• Zeb Wise - Sam McGhee Mo-
torsports No. 11: Zeb Wise will
work to transfer his USAC National
Midget Series experience to the All
Star Circuit of Champions in 2020,
competing full-time in an attempt to
clinch Rookie of the Year honors.
Zeb Wise is the youngest USAC
National Midget Series winner on
record.

• Danny Dietrich - Gary Kauff-
man Racing No. 48: The 2019 Cen-
tral Pennsylvania Sprint Car Series
and Williams Grove Speedway
champion is now a full-time con-
tender with the All Star Circuit of
Champions. The Pennsylvania-na-
tive owns 11 Series victories.

• Josh Baughman | Baughman-
Reutzel Motorsports No. 17 : Josh
Baughman will follow the All Star
schedule in search of victories and
a title, ultimately clinching Rookie
of the Year honors in the process.
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Martinsville
Speedway

MARTINSVILLE,
VA - Martinsville
Speedway and local
partners announce
Celebration 2020 has
officially been can-
celed as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Celebration, a Mar-
tinsville tradition for
over two decades, is
an annual event
around Independence
Day with the largest
fireworks display in the
region. Martinsville
and local partners

plan for Celebration to return in July
2021. 

“Given the current situation in
our region, it is in the best interest
of public safety to cancel this yearʼs
Celebration 2020,” said Martinsville
President Clay Campbell. “Thanks
to our loyal partners who help
make this event so special for our
community and Henry County each
year. Together we are committed to
bringing back Celebration in 2021.”

Celebration 2021 is tentatively
scheduled to return around the
Fourth of July holiday. It will be one
of the two largest non-racing
events scheduled at Martinsville
next year, along with the Henry
County Fair slated for early fall. Full
details on both events will be an-
nounced in the future.

The final stop for the 2020
NASCAR Cup Series, NASCAR
Xfinity Series, and NASCAR Gan-
der RV & Outdoors Truck Series
championships will lead through
Martinsville on Oct. 30 to Nov. 1.
“The Short Track” will host the
penultimate races for the NASCAR
Cup Series with the Xfinity 500 on
Sunday, Nov. 1, NASCAR Xfinity
Series on Saturday, Oct. 31, and
NASCAR Gander RV & Outdoors
Truck Series on Friday, Oct. 30.

The ValleyStar Credit Union
300, the nationʼs biggest, richest
and most prestigious NASCAR
Late Model Stock Car race, will re-
turn for an evening of intense com-
petition at Martinsville on Saturday,
Sept. 26.

Tickets are available for pur-
chase in-person at the Martinsville
Ticket Office, via phone at 877-
RACE-TIX, or online at mar-
tinsvillespeedway.com.

Stay connected to Martinsville
Speedway on Facebook, Insta-
gram, Twitter, YouTube.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - The Uni-

versal Technical Institute (UTI) Fri-

day Night Drags summer racing se-
ries at Texas Motor Speedway has
been canceled for the 2020 sea-
son.

The six-week, six-race amateur
"run-what-you-brung" one-eighth-
mile drag racing series held in June
and July for the previous 11 sea-
sons is slated to return for the 2021
season.

"The UTI Friday Night Drags
program has become a Texas
Motor Speedway summer institu-
tion because it is a great local com-
munity event," said Eddie
Gossage, President and General
Manager of Texas Motor Speed-
way. "It is family, friends, and com-
petitive rivalry all wrapped into one
on six consecutive warm Friday
nights. I hate it for the competitors
and fans alike but look forward to
having it back on the schedule in
2021."

"I also want to thank everyone at
UTI, Summit Racing Equipment,
Snap-on, Texas Born Performance
and In-N-Out Burger for their great
support of the program over the
years," said Gossage. "We appre-
ciate their understanding of the de-
cision to return to racing in 2021
and we look forward to continuing
our successful partnerships with
them."

The Genesys 300 will kick off the
revised 2020 NTT INDYCAR SE-
RIES season schedule June 6 at
Texas Motor Speedway. The
Genesys 300 will be aired live on
NBC beginning at 7 p.m. CT. The
race will be a non-spectator event.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - The stakes just

got higher for the EchoPark 250
Xfinity Series race at Atlanta Motor
Speedway on June 6.

As part of NASCARʼs revised
2020 schedule, the EchoPark 250
will be the first for this yearʼs Dash
4 Cash bonus program, which puts
an additional $100,000 up for grabs
for four eligible drivers.

Four Xfinity Series regulars will
be eligible to compete in the Dash
4 Cash at AMS based on the fin-
ishing order at Bristol Motor Speed-
way on June 1. The driver that
finishes the highest among the four
Dash 4 Cash competitors will take
home an extra $100,000.

“The EchoPark 250 is always a
thrilling race and this just sweetens
the pot,” said Atlanta Motor Speed-
way Executive Vice President and
General Manager Brandon Hutchi-
son. “I canʼt wait to see the show
these drivers will put on as they
chase a $100,000 pay day.” 

The EchoPark 250 is part of At-
lanta Motor Speedwayʼs unique

NASCAR doubleheader on Satur-
day, June 6. The EchoPark 250 will
air live on FOX and PRN at 4:30
p.m. following the Vet Tix/Camping
World 200 NASCAR Gander RV &
Outdoors Truck Series race, which
begins at 1:00 p.m. on FS1 and
MRN. The weekend is capped off
with the Folds of Honor QuikTrip
500 NASCAR Cup Series race on
Sunday, June 7, at 3 p.m. on FOX
and PRN.

FOLLOW US: Keep track of all
of Atlanta Motor Speedwayʼs
events by following on Twitter and
Instagram or become a Facebook
fan.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - History

was made Sunday at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway, the World
Center of Racing, as more than
1,000 seniors from three different
area high schools participated in
graduation ceremonies.

Graduates from Flagler-Palm
Coast, Matanzas and First Baptist
Christian Academy were able to
enter the historic 2.5-mile venue
with family/guests in one passen-
ger vehicle, and all remained in
each vehicle during each of the
three different ceremonies.

“This is such a special day for
Daytona International Speedway,
to be a part of the journey for these
graduates,” said track President
Chip Wile. “These seniors were un-
fortunately robbed of a traditional
graduation, but we were able to
provide it right here at the World
Center of Racing. It is such an
honor for us to be able to host hem
and support our community during
these truly difficult times. We will re-
member the finish line of their high
school career for a very long time.”

Programming took place on the
asphalt skid pad that leads from the
exit of turn four to the entrance of
pit road. Graduates were able to lis-
ten to their ceremony inside the
track via low frequency radio sta-
tion 107.9.

Afterwards, each vehicle - in a
graduation procession – made its
way toward the start/finish line
where each graduateʼs name was
read followed by a presentation of
their diploma through
the driverʼs side win-
dow before taking a
“Victory Lap” around
the 2.5-mile venue.
Afterwards, all re-
turned to the area
near pit road entrance
where the moving of
the tassel and cap
toss occurred.

Fans can stay con-

nected with Daytona International
Speedway on Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram, Pinterest, YouTube and
Snapchat.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Beginning in

2020, Great Southern Wood Pre-
serving, Incorporatedʼs banner
brand – YellaWood® brand pres-
sure treated pine – will be the title
sponsor of the fall NASCAR Cup
Series playoff race held at historic
Talladega Superspeedway,
NASCARʼs biggest and most com-
petitive track. Currently scheduled
to take place on Sunday, October
4, less than 200 miles from Great
Southern Woodʼs headquarters in
Abbeville, Ala., the YellaWood®
500 will be a celebration the whole
state – and both industries – can
get behind.

This year Great Southern Wood
will pay homage to its employees,
dealers, contractors and home-
owners as it celebrates its 50th
year in business. The companyʼs
exciting slate of initiatives will mark
the organizationʼs semicentennial
and start in its own Alabama back-
yard.

“We are excited to kick off our
50th anniversary celebrations with
this NASCAR partnership,” said
Founder and CEO Jimmy Rane.
“Weʼre honored to join in the great
legacy at Talladega as we recog-
nize our own milestone journey as
a company. This is a chance to
share our vision and our Yella-
Wood® brand products during a
highly competitive and high profile
event.”

Race cars competing in the
YellaWood® 500 are scheduled to
hit Talladegaʼs 33-degree high
banks for the weekend on Friday,
Oct. 2, with practice sessions. The
starting lineup will be set on Satur-
day, Oct. 3 during Foodland/Food
Giant Qualifying (also on Saturday
will be the Sugarlands Shine 250
NASCAR Gander RV & Outdoors
Truck Series race) before taking
the green flag for the 188-lap Yella-
Wood® 500 on Sunday, Oct. 4 at 1
pm CDT. For information, call 1-
877-Go2-DEGA or log onto
www.talladegasuperspeedway.com.
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Dodge City

Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS

- At long last, the 2020
season opener atop
the 3/8-mile Dodge
City Raceway Park
clay oval in southwest
Kansas is within reach.

But, before the
season officially gets
under way on June 20,
the track has set an
open practice for Sun-
day, June 14, from
5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

The practice set
for both the 3/8-mile

and the 1/7-mile Little DCRP ovals
precedes the Saturday, June 20,
season opener that features the
$750-to-win Hobby Stock Roundup
with the Precise Racing Products
DCRP Sprint Cars, IMCA Modi-
fieds, IMCA Sport Modifieds and
IMCA Stock Cars in action as well.

The opening leg of Micro and
Kart competition atop the Little
DCRP clay oval will round out the
opening weekend of action on Sun-
day, June 21.

With the initial delays to the sea-
son due to COVID-19 restrictions,
the June 20-21 weekend launches
a season that includes ten nights of
competition atop the 3/8-mile clay
oval along with six rounds of action
on the Little DCRP oval.

Following the Hobby Stock
Roundup to kick things off, the
month of July offers up the URSS
vs. DCRP Sprint Car Showdown on
the 2nd, the Stock Car Shootout on
the 18th and then Driver and Fan
Appreciation Night on the 24th.

August offers up three consecu-
tive weeks of racing action includ-
ing a championship night card on
the 8th, the Prelude to Mayhem on
the 15th and then the Lubbock
Wrecker Service DCRP Sprint Car
Nationals on August 20-22 that is
accompanied on the final two
nights by the Sport Modified May-
hem North vs. South Duel.

DCRP then rounds out the sea-
son with the Eighth Annual Jerry
Soderberg Memorial Champi-
onship on Saturday, September 19.

The Little DCRP oval offers up
another handful of cards after the
June 21 opener including Sunday
events on July 19, July 26, August
9, August 16 and September 20.

Detailed schedule information is
available at
https://www.dodgecityraceway.com
/schedule/.

Dodge City Raceway Park is lo-
cated on the south edge of Dodge
City, KS, on US 283, then 0.9 miles

west on US 56, then 0.1 miles
south.  For more information, con-
tact the track at 620-225-3277 or
check www.dodgecityraceway
.com.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Youth was

served as the “Concrete Jungle”
took a bite out of some of its vet-
eran racers Friday night.

Chase Dixon, a 16-year-old
rookie from Abingdon, Va., won the
60-lap Late Model Stock feature
after defending track champion Nik
Williams blew a tire with six laps to
go and other leaders Kres VanDyke
and Hayden Woods made contact
on the ensuing restart.

It was only Dixonʼs second Late
Model start at the 3/8-mile concrete
oval. With the NASCAR Weekly
Series still on a COVID-19 hiatus,
the races were part of a track-sanc-
tioned, non-points program.

“We didnʼt have the best car, but
you have to survive at Kingsport,”
said Dixon, driver of the No. 07
Chevrolet. “I feel like we played a
smart game and it played into our
hands. It is a definitely cool deal. I
ran a couple of Late Model races
here last year and it didnʼt go as I
wanted. This one, we didnʼt have
the best car, but as the season
goes on I feel we will be a con-
tender for more wins.”

It was also a milestone win for
crew chief Chris Carrier. Although
Carrier has been a crew chief at the
highest levels of NASCAR includ-
ing for famed car owner Roger
Penske and now in the Truck Se-
ries for Henderson Motorsports, it
was his first win as a Late Model
Stock crew chief.

“Itʼs pretty cool to have my first
win with a Late Model Stock car
and to do it with a kid I love a lot,”
Carrier said. “Theyʼre literally right
up the street from our shop. Tiger
Woods could probably hit their
place with a tee shot. Chase did a
great job to come out here and win
his second time out in a Late
Model.”

Ashton Higgins, a 17-year-old
from Weaverville, N.C., driving the
No. 9 Ford, finished second to
Dixon. Higgins has wins at
Kingsport in the Southeast Super
Trucks Series and Limited Late
Models. He made a late charge to
score a trifecta with the Late Model
Stock cars.

“It was real tight racing. We re-
ally should have been better than
what we were,” Higgins said. “We
got in a good-luck situation where
the two leaders wrecked. Congrats
to Chase, that was all we had. I
tried my hardest to get to him.”

Thomas Beane, the defending
Hickory (N.C.) Motor Speedway
champion in the No. 31 Ford, fin-
ished third. He started alongside
Dixon on the final restart before
Dixon scooted away.

Williams led the first 54 laps of
the race before a blown right front
tire sent him into the turn-4 wall. He
recovered from the crash to finish
fifth in his No. 32 Chevrolet.

VanDyke then battled side-by-
side with Woods for the lead on the
restart. VanDyke took the lead
coming off turn 2, but was hit by
Woods in turn 3 and sent spinning.
Each driver had a different per-
spective of the contact.

“Typical hard short-track racing,
I guess,” VanDyke said. “We had a
great car and I felt I was on track to
run Nik down. Then the caution
came out and Nik was in the wall.
When we went back green, I got by
Hayden. We went into (turns) 3 and
4, and I guess he wanted the spot
a little more than I did. He tried to
take it. Itʼs short-track racing and
there will be another day. We will
see what happens next time.”

Woods wound up sixth in the
final rundown. After the race, he
said he was still processing what
happened.

“I was there. He came there. Iʼm
not going to put blame on me or
him,” Woods said. “I might have
gotten in a little hot, but from my
perspective, he might have cut
across my nose and not given me
enough room in the center of 3 and

4. Thatʼs racing and itʼs fine. Iʼm just
happy to be back out there after
this coronavirus stuff. It was a good
night until then.”

FAST LANE IN SPORTSMAN
Derek Lane and Kyle Barnes

swapped the lead four times over
the first five laps of the 30-lap
Sportsman feature before Lane
took the lead for good.

Barnes challenged him closely
over the next 15 laps before Laneʼs
No. 28 Chevrolet was able to pull
away for a 2.215-second margin of
victory. Barnes finished second
with Kirby Gobble, Rusty Clendenin
and Alex Miller rounding out the top
five.

The biggest action came in a
battle for position as Carter Davi-
son tapped the car of Jenna Wag-
ner, sending her for a spin. A lap
later, the two were involved in a
multi-car accident that included
Kevin Wolfe and Luke Fox.

Davisonʼs No. 57 car sustained
major damage and the car was on
fire as it was towed by the wrecker
to the pits.

ALL HAIL, MR. HALE
William Hale scored his first-

ever win in the Pure 4 ranks, driv-
ing his No. 47 Chevrolet to the win
over Chad Jeffers in the No. 38
Toyota. Lance Pratt drove to a
third-place finish in the 21-car field.

It came after Billy Byington
made contact with Craig Phelps in
turn 2, sending Phelps for a spin
with six laps to go as the two were

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Here are all the winners from Kingsport Speedway opening night

this past Friday. (KINSPORT SPEEDWAY photo)



(Continued…)

Defending class cham-
pion Keith Helton
started on the pole, but
fell out of the race with
a faulty wheel bearing.

BACK IN THE
WINNING GROOVE

Defending Mod 4
champion Kevin Can-
ter picked up where he
left off last season,
driving the black No. 3
with the Dale Earn-
hardt-inspired paint
scheme to victory.
Kirby Gobble finished
second and Dennis

Arnold was third.
Doug Austin passed Tony Dock-

ery for the lead with seven laps to
go to win the 25-lap Pure Street
race. Jay Swecker was runner-up
to Austin with Kevin Darnell racing
to a third-place finish.

For more information on
Kingsport Speedway, visit our web-
site at -www.kingsportspeedway
.com

Fresh content and updates can
also be found on the tracks Face-
book page (@KingsportSpeed-
way), Twitter (@KpSpeedway),
Instagram (@KingsportSpeedway),
Snapchat (@KptSpeedway), and
YouTube (@KingsportSpeedway) 

NEXT RACE: JUNE 5th

PPG Raceway
FAYETTEVILLE, NC - Due to in-

clement weather and persistent
negative forecasts, the much antic-
ipated Carolina RaceSaver Nation-
als originally scheduled for this
weekend (May 29-30) has been
postponed to October 23-24. A re-
placement single-day event has
been scheduled at PPG Raceway
in Fayetteville on June 6 paying
$1000 to the winner and $225 to
start.

"As they say, sometimes it
rains," said Sean Vardell of the Tri-
bodyn Carolina Sprint Tour. "We
were really looking forward to this
event, but are hoping to make it
that much better in October when
more folks are able to travel and
join us for the inaugural Carolina
Nationals. With the uncertain fore-
casts and all of the traveling racers
coming from across the country, we
owe it to them and their fans to give
them a chance at a full weekend of
racing, not a fruitless road trip."

Competitors who confirmed en-
tries for the event have a handful of
options which will be handled by
the track, PPG Raceway (formerly
Fayetteville Motor Speedway), in-
cluding partial and full refunds, ap-

plication to other events and more.
Race teams are encouraged to
contact the facility for instructions
on pursuing their desired means of
resolution.

IMCA TV will carry the resched-
uled Carolina RaceSaver Nationals
on its new date, October 23-24,
2020, and will immediately issue
full refunds to those who have pre-
purchased viewing passes. A pro-
duction crew will also be on-site for
the June 6 replacement event, also
to be carried on IMCA TV. 

For more information on the Car-
olina Sprint Tour, follow them on
Facebook (@CarolinaSprintTour)
or Twitter (@Tribodyn_CST). More
information on their future broad-
cast events can be found at
imca.tv, speedsport.tv, and
pitrow.tv.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Kyle Rein-

hardt of Hanover scored a convinc-
ing win in the Selinsgrove
Speedway season opener for the
Modern Heritage 410 sprint cars on
Sunday night, taking $4,000 for the
win after wrestling the lead away
from Freddie Rahmer.

The 25-lap super sprint car main
was filled with challenges for posi-
tion and electrifying passes inside
the top six.

Only two laps of the main were
recorded before sixth runner TJ
Stutts spun but kept going while the
field darted toward and around him,
bringing out the yellow flag.

Reinhardt challenged for control
on the restart by Rahmer kept the
lead before a second and final cau-
tion flag unfurled with five laps to
go.

Rahmer restarted with the lead
followed by Reinhardt, Logan Wag-
ner, Steve Buckwalter, Blaine Hein-
bach, Ryan Smith and Chad
Layton.

Reinhardt went to work on Rah-
mer when action resumed and took
the lead going into the first corner
only to see Rahmer fly back around
him exiting the second turn.

But the long hauler who towed
from Missouri on Saturday night to
make it to Selinsgrove for Sunday
refused to be denied and again too
command back from Rahmer to the
stripe to lead lap six.

Meanwhile, Wagner and Buck-
walter waged war for third, ex-
changing the spot repeatedly,
staging a high-speed game of
chess as they darted inside and
outside of one another every lap
while also traversing the half-mile
side by side at times.

Also waging war, exchanging
the fifth spot repeatedly was Ryan

Smith and Blain Heimbach, who re-
peatedly traded the spot before
Smith finally got it on lap 12, also
racing side by side numerous
times.

At the halfway point, Reinhardt
held a 2.8 second lead over Rah-
mer, but Buckwalter was on the
move and took over second with 10
laps to go. 

Smith too was on the move,
cruising around the inside of the
oval and as the leaders motored
through hectic traffic, he got under
Buckwalter for second with four
laps to go.

The Kunkletown driver then
went to work slicing into Rein-
hardtʼs advantage, taking it from
nearly four seconds down to 1.5
seconds at the finish.

Late in the race, both Heimbach
and Layton surged forward to se-
cure fourth and fifth.

Sixth through 10th went to Wag-
ner, Rahmer, Dylan Cisney, Kyle
Moody and Lucas Wolfe.

Heats went to Reinhart, Buck-
walter and Smith. Fast time was set
by Rahmer with a lap of 16.737
seconds.

Will Brunson led all 12 laps of
the roadrunner main to close the
night but after post race inspection
the win was awarded to Curtis Law-
ton.

The balace of the top five was
Dustin Snook, Jake Jones, John
Schreffler and Scott Dunham Jr.

Twin heats went to Jake Jones
and Keith Bissinger.

Selinsgrove Speedway will con-
tinue its 2020 racing season com-
ing up this Friday and Saturday
night, June 5th and 6th with an-
other exciting weekend of action.

Fridayʼs action will feature the
Modern Heritage 410 sprint cars
competing in another $4,000 to win
main event with action getting un-
derway at 8 pm.

The limited late models will join
the Modern Heritage 410 sprints on
the Friday night card, racing for
$1,000 to win with gates opening at
5:30 pm.

And then on Saturday night, the
focus shifts to the first 360 sprint
car race held anywhere in the East
this season when the New York
based Patriot Sprint Tour invades
to battle Pennsylvania Posse 360
drivers in the annual Joe Whitcomb
Memorial, paying #3,071 to the
winner.

The Apache Tree Service 305
sprints will also be on the racing
card along with the A&A Auto
Stores roadrunners. 

Saturday racing is slated for 7
pm.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Selins-

grove Speedway opened itʼs 2020
season on Saturday night with Rick
Ekert of York taking the super late
model victory worth $4,000 in a flag
to flag run while Christian Rumsey
of Middleton, New York scored a
win in the 305 sprint main.

Eckert started on the pole of the
30-lap super late model main and
outdistanced Gregg Satterlee of
Rochester Mills for his eighth ca-
reer win at the Snyder County oval.

The York driver withstood three
restarts with Satterlee lined up di-
rectly behind but on every occasion
he was able to pull away from the
field.

During the mid-stages of the
event, Eckert stretched his lead to
nearly three seconds but at the end
his margain of victory was 1.635
seconds.

Bryan Bemheisel originally
crossed the line in third but was
credited with 14th after post race
inspection.

Jim Yoder assumed the third
spot followed by ninth starter Jeff
Rine and Alex Ferree. 

Heats for the super late models
went to Eckert, Bemheisel and Sat-
terlee with Nathan Long taking the
consolation race.

Ferree of Saxonburg set fast
time in late model qualifications
with a lap of 20.581 seconds.

A field of 51 Apache Tree Serv-
ice 305 sprint cars was in action
and Nick Sweigart led the 20-lap
feature event from the pole for the
first 13 laps before Doug Dodson
muscled by for the lead.

Sweigart then slowed to a stop
on the track with four laps to go set-
ting up a volley of restarts before
Dodson surrendered the lead
thanks to a flat tire.

Christian Rumsey, who has
started 14th in the field, then took
command and stormed to the vic-
tory, capping off a fine run from
mid-pack.

Landon Price rode home second
followed by Dave Graber, 11th
starter Kassidy Kreitz and Devin
Adams.

Heats for the 305s went to
Grube, Jared Zionkowski, Price,
Kyle Keen and Dodson. 

Larry McVey won the B Main
and Nathan Gramley won the C
Main.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - Since

March 13 South Boston Speedway
sat silent, temporarily closed due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

(Continued on Next Page…)
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(Continued…)

At 11 a.m. on
Monday, the silence
was broken.

Drew Dawson of
Nathalie, Virginia fired
up his Limited Sports-
man Division racer and
made the first laps on
the .4-mile oval since
state and national offi-
cials shuttered all but
the most essential
businesses across the
Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia in March.

“Being out of the
car this long builds up

more butterflies,” Dawson re-
marked.

“Going that long without being
behind the wheel of a car like that,
there is so much technology and so
many things you need to know, it
makes you feel like youʼre going to
forget. As soon as you sit in the dri-
verʼs seat, those butterflies and
those thoughts fly on out of the win-
dow.”

Dawson pointed out it was good
to be back at South Boston Speed-
way.

“Itʼs great to be back in the car
and see the car on the track,” Daw-
son added. “Itʼs been hard sitting at
home and not being able to race.
You try to not think about it. You try
to think about what you can do to
try to make things better with the
car and saving your money so you
can be ready for the first race.” 

Due to national and state man-
dates South Boston Speedway
cannot yet open for racing. How-
ever, the track, with strict require-
ments for social distancing, limits in
the number of persons allowed in-
side the facility and other preven-
tive measures in place, is open for
teams to practice and test.

Drivers and teams wishing to
practice must contact the speed-
way office during office hours and
schedule practice via telephone or
e-mail at least a day in advance.
Practice hours will be from 10 a.m.
until 4 p.m. and the pit area must
be clear by 5 p.m.

“We hope we can get our sea-
son started soon,” said South
Boston Speedway General Man-
ager Cathy Rice.

“We are as anxious as our fans
are to get our season started and
see cars back on the track. How-
ever, we must continue to follow
the mandates and regulations set
by Virginia Governor Ralph
Northam and state and local offi-
cials. 

“While we cannot hold races yet,

with the procedures we have put
into place we can safely open the
track for testing and practice and
give drivers and race teams an op-
portunity to prepare for the time
when we can start our season.” 

Dawson said he has been
preparing himself for the 2020 sea-
son by looking after his health.

“Iʼve been trying to keep healthy,
be ready for these hot summer
nights,” noted Dawson, who fin-
ished fourth in the 2019 South
Boston Speedway Limited Sports-
man Division point standings.

“These hot summers definitely
work on you if youʼre not in shape.
Iʼm making sure I drink plenty of
water and things like that. Iʼve also
been lifting weights around the
house. Itʼs hard to work out when
the gyms and so forth are shut
down.”

Dawson is optimistic about his
chances of having a good 2020
season at South Boston Speed-
way.

“I feel pretty great,” Dawson
said.

“Iʼve got a new set of shocks on
the car, and I canʼt thank Steve
Stallings and Stallings Classic Cars
enough. He has helped me a whole
lot. My dad, Stephen Trickey, and
my brothers have put in a whole lot
of work on the car over the winter.
Trey Crews is here with us at our
test, and he is helping me, telling
me what I need to do better on the
track to pick up speed.” 

“I feel with the new shocks and
the other things we have found out
that have made the car faster we
will be sitting in Victory Lane this
year,” added Dawson.

“I need to get this car into Victory
Lane and show my fans we can re-
ally do it.” 

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - Ray-

mond Pittman III has been one of
the constant familiar faces at South
Boston Speedway through the
years.

The 2020 season marks
Pittmanʼs 25th year of racing, and
for many of those 25 years he has
raced at South Boston Speedway. 

“I like the people, the fans, the
people that work at the track, all of
the officials, and the drivers,”
Pittman said when asked what
keeps bringing him back to race at
South Boston Speedway year-to-
year.

“Everybody at South Boston
Speedway is nice. I enjoy it. The
people at South Boston Speedway
treat you like family. Thatʼs what
you need. All of us are a family.”

Racing is all about family for the

Amelia, Virginia resident.
“We love racing as a family,”

Pittman explained.
“We have fun doing it. Whether

we run like crap or whether we run
well weʼre always happy. 

“Weʼre out here to have fun and
spend time together. If it wasnʼt for
racing, we probably wouldnʼt be
spending as much quality time to-
gether as we should. Racing brings
the family together and keeps us
close.”

The COVID-19 pandemic has
kept Pittman and his fellow com-
petitors on the sidelines this spring.
However, Pittman was able to get
back on the track last Tuesday, tak-
ing advantage of an opportunity to
test his car on South Boston
Speedwayʼs .4-mile oval. 

Under national and state man-
dates South Boston Speedway
cannot yet open for racing. How-
ever, the track, with strict require-
ments for social distancing, limits in
the number of persons allowed in-
side the facility and other preven-
tive measures in place, is open for
teams to practice and test.

Drivers and teams wishing to
practice must contact the speed-
way office during office hours and
schedule practice via telephone or
e-mail at least a day in advance.
Practice hours will be from 10 a.m.
until 4 p.m. and the pit area must
be clear by 5 p.m.

“I have mixed emotions,”
Pittman said of not having been
able to race when asked during a
break in his testing.

“I did catch up on a lot of things
around the house, but I miss rac-
ing. Itʼs something we love doing as
a family. Iʼm glad weʼre here test-
ing, and I hope we can get started

racing soon.”
When asked what he likes to do

in addition to racing, Pittman said
he enjoys boating.

“I like boat riding,” he noted.
“I do a little fishing, but I just like

going out on the boat, hanging out
on the boat relaxing and swimming.
I love the water.” 

Pittman spent a lot of time and
effort on his car during the off-sea-
son. The Tuesday test session re-
vealed positive strides.

“During the test we didnʼt have
all of the speed we needed, but I
feel very confident and real good
about the car that weʼre going to be
competitive,” Pittman said.

“I feel good about the season,
definitely better than last year. This
car was junk last season. Itʼs a lot
better.

“I donʼt want to be running back
in the pack,” he added.

“I want to be competitive. I want
to win, but I just want to be com-
petitive and have fun. I feel like we
can be competitive.” 

Pittman has four career wins,
three at Southside Speedway in
Richmond, Virginia and one at
South Boston Speedway. His last
win came in 2014. Pittmanʼs only
victory at South Boston Speedway
came in the NASCAR Limited
Sportsman Division.

“My last win was in 2014,”
Pittman pointed out.

“Itʼs been awhile. Itʼs hard to win
at South Boston Speedway. The
competition level is so high. Just
everybody that races here are big-
name people. They win every-
where they go. Itʼs hard to compete
with that, but Iʼm still having fun.
Once we stop having fun, thatʼs
when Iʼll quit.”
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Raymond Pittman III of Amelia, Virginia is pictured with the car he

will drive this season in the NASCAR Late Model Stock Car Divi-

sion at South Boston Speedway. (SBS photo)


