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When it comes to
the New England Pa-
triots, fans either love
them or hate them.
There is no middle
ground

The same goes for
the New York Yan-
kees, Duke basketball
and any team with Le-
Bron James on its ros-
ter.

And now
Kyle Busch.

People love winners, as
long as they donʼt win too
much.

What Busch is doing to
NASCAR is both impres-
sive and depressing. Just
like the central figures in
other sports dynasties, he
makes winning look so
easy. Give Tom Brady the ball with
a minute remaining, and he will get
you the game-winning touchdown.
Hit Busch with a speeding ticket at
the Auto Club Speedway on Sun-
day, and he will carve through traf-
fic. And like Brady, thereʼs nothing
you can do to stop it.

“Take a look at football,” said car
owner Joe Gibbs. “We have some-
thing going on over there. We got a
team that's dominating things. I
think lots of times in pro sports,
when somebody is kind of domi-
nating something, they have the
biggest growth because everybody
is trying to beat them, pulling
against that person or that team.”

While Buschʼs fan base – called
the Rowdy Nation – is growing, so
is the contempt for a driver who
continues to race in all three of
NASCARʼs premier divisions. Be-
tween the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup, Xfinity and Gander
Outdoors Truck series, Busch now
has 200 combined victories without
any indication of slowing down.

Richard Petty also has 200 wins,
but all came at the Cup level. Of
Buschʼs 200, just 53 came at the
highest division. He has 94 in Xfin-
ity and 53 in trucks. Many at the
Xfinity level are anxious for the 33-
year-old driver to get to the 100-vic-
tory level because he said he will
focus only on trucks and Cup races
after that. The goals for those two
series also are 100 wins.

“I think the original goal was just
to get to NASCAR and then once I
got here, it was to win a race,”
Busch said after leading 134 of 200
laps on Sunday and beating Joey

Logano by two football fields.
“Once it was winning a race. Then
it was about trying to sustain and
being able to be a winner here and
to be a champion here. To have the
opportunities to continue down the
line to be able to be successful
each and every year and weʼve
been doing that. Weʼve only won
one title, but certainly I feel like I
have the best team out there right
now and we just have to be able to

do it all year long.”
E x p e c t a t i o n s

clearly are haughty. When
you have his determina-
tion and skill mixed with
the resources at JGR, why
not dream big?

“Being close to
100 on Xfinity, that's what
I said I'd quit at,” Busch
said. “The truck stuff,

being in the 50s, I'd love to be able
to continue on with that, race my
trucks. I like that, working with my
guys, my team, my company. On
the Cup side, as well, too.

“Somebody asked me, Is 100 a
number? Sure, we'll set the next
number on the Cup side at 100. It's
going to be hard to get there, no
question about that. You might as
well set your goals high, go out
there and strive to achieve.”

While Busch clearly is on the
fast track to the highest level of rac-
ing greatness, he avoids making
any comparisons with other leg-
endary drivers and athletes who,
like Busch, dominated during their
moments in the spotlight.

“Yeah, to me, like I said, in dif-
ferent eras, there's so many differ-
ent things,” Busch said. “Jimmie
Johnson, he should be the GOAT,
the greatest of all time. He won the
most championships in the most
different ways of having to win a
championship, in the most different
cars he had to be able to drive to
win races. Before 2004, it was al-
ways the whole season was the
champion, right? Now we had the
10�race playoff, now we have
three, three, three, and then one.
Unfortunately for me, I've made it to
the final four the last four years and
only won it once.

“I feel like LeBron James, where
I can make it to the finals, but once
I get there, I can't quite close it out,
get it done. Like I said, you said it,
too, so many comparable, not
every single one person is going to
have every single one of them,
right? This guy has this, this guy

has this, that guy has that. I think
that makes it to where you can't al-
ways say there's the greatest, but
there's greats.”

Gibbs knows what itʼs like to be
at the top of the mountain. He led
the Washington Redskins to three
Super Bowl victories in a 10-year
span, which earned him a spot in
the Pro Football Hall of Fame in
1996. He also knows the wind
blows hardest at the top of the
mountain.

For now, Busch is staying out of
the debate.

“Somebody asked me about
whether or not I was the greatest of
all time. I'm never going to self�pro-
claim that. That's for others to de-
bate,” he said. “LeBron James is
really good in basketball, so is
Michael Jordan. Arguably, which
one or the other, could be the
greatest of all time.

“In this day and age now any
more with how many eras we've
been through in racing, basketball,
football, whatever, if there is truly a
greatest of all time? I think there's
obviously greats. I would just like to
be attributed or in that mix of the
top five, top eight guys. I think by
the time I'm all said and done, I
could be in the top two or three of
those guys of greatest of all time. I
think it's going to be really, really
hard to exactly pinpoint how you
can define 'greatest' when that time
comes.”

It is hard to ignore what heʼs ac-

complished – especially in the past
five years. He has 26 victories and
the 2015 championship in his last
138 starts. And in his last 50 races,
heʼs won 13 times for a 26-percent
winning average.

His fans are enjoying the ride.
Everyone else, is ready for some-
one new to emerge, just like they
did when Petty, Bobby Allison,
David Pearson, Darrell Waltrip,
Dale Earnhardt, Jeff Gordon and
Johnson all were at the zeniths of
their careers.

“I feel like my fan base has been
picking up over the years, growing
up a little bit,” Busch said. “I turned
off plenty in the early days. You're
never going to change those
minds, which is fine. There's cer-
tainly some turning the table or the
corner a little bit as to seeing about
more of what's today, who I am
today, the growing up that I've
done.

“Overall, I think winning obvi-
ously kind of helps that. I certainly
have to give a huge shout out and
praise to the Rowdy Nation fans
that have been with me since the
beginning, that have been with me
since the Kellogg's days, my Xfin-
ity days before I was a Cup guy,
whatever. Those are the core group
that I certainly am very appreciative
of, that are very passionate about
me.”

Everyone else is disdainful of his
success – with no room in the mid-
dle.
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Kyle Busch Strive for
His Own Best
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FONTANA, CA -
Let the debate begin.

Recovering from a
pit road speeding
penalty with the help
of a timely caution,
Kyle Busch collected
his 200th NASCAR
national series victory
with a dominating win
in Sundayʼs Auto Club

400 at Auto Club Speedway.
At the same venue that gave

Busch his first Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series victory in
2005, the driver of the No. 18 Joe
Gibbs Racing Toyota beat runner-
up Joey Logano to the finish line by
a comfortable 2.354 seconds to
earn his 53rd win in the series and
his second straight this season.

With 53 victories in the NASCAR
Gander Outdoors Truck Series and
94 in the NASCAR Xfinity Series—
both records—Busch reached the
milestone a day after a pit road
penalty cost him a chance to hit the
magic number in the Xfinity race at
the two-mile track.

But on Sunday, he overcame the
pit road speeding penalty incurred
during the break after Stage 2 and
powered back to the lead with 26
laps left. Now Busch will leave it to
others to debate where his 200 vic-
tories stack up against the record
200 Cup wins accumulated by
NASCAR Hall of Famer Richard
Petty.

Driving a Day-Glo green Camry
carrying the livery of long-time
sponsor Interstate Batteries, Busch
led 134 of 200 laps despite the
penalty and became the seasonʼs
first multiple winner.

“Feels just like number one,”
Busch said after taking the check-
ered flag. “Feels just like yesterday.

Man, that was such an awesome
race car. I mean, dang! This Inter-
state Batteries Camry was awe-
some today. I'm glad we put on a
heck of a show for all these fans
out here in California at Auto Club
Speedway.

“It takes green to get in Victory
Lane today. Today is St. Patty's
day. All these other guys were at a
disadvantage. The Interstate Bat-
teries Green Machine was flying
today. Just awesome. Just awe-
some. To win 200, I mean, what-
ever it means, it means a lot to me.
It means a lot to all my guys, every-
body at Joe Gibbs Racing. You
guys are all the best.

“It's an amazing opportunity to
drive for Joe Gibbs. I cherish every
minute of it, love it always. Just
wish that we could keep it going,
keep it going like this, running
strong, running well, and winning
these races.”

Buschʼs crew chief, Adam
Stevens helped put the milestone
in perspective. 

“Two hundred is just another
number,” Stevens said. “He was
going to get there—it was in-
evitable. But itʼs an honor to be the
guy on the pit box when he does it.”

Brad Keselowski came home
third, followed by Kevin Harvick
and Ryan Blaney, as Ford drivers
grabbed the next four positions be-
hind Buschʼs Toyota. Sixth-place
Kurt Busch, brother of the race win-
ner, drove the highest-finishing
Chevrolet.

As he had done a day earlier in
the NASCAR Xfinity Series race,
Kyle Busch swept the first and sec-
ond stages of the Auto Club 400.
But if Busch sailed to the stage
wins with relative ease—finishing
more than five seconds ahead of

second-place Brad Keselowski in
Stage 2—other potential con-
tenders had issues in the early
going that cost them dearly.

For Clint Bowyer, it was simply a
matter of a sour engine that caused
him to fall two laps down by the end
of the second stage. For pole win-
ner Austin Dillon, it was a flat right
rear tire that interrupted a promis-
ing top-five run with four laps left in
the first stage. Dillon battled back
to finish 10th.

For defending race winner Mar-
tin Truex Jr., it was hard contact
with the No. 17 Ford of Ricky Sten-
house Jr. in Turn 2 after a restart on
Lap 60. The accident, which
caused extensive damage to the
right rear of Truexʼs No. 19 Joe
Gibbs Racing Toyota, took the
2017 out of contention. Neverthe-
less, Truex soldiered on to an
eighth-place result.

The race winner had a turn with
adversity, too. His stroll to victory in
the Inland Empire hit a major ob-
stacle with the pit road speeding
penalty under caution during the
break after Stage 2. After restarting

18th on Lap 128, Busch diced his
way through the field and was run-
ning fifth at the start of a green-flag
pit stop cycle on Lap 160.

Stevens kept Busch on the track
after all the other frontrunners had
come to pit road, and on Lap 164,
the gamble was rewarded. The left
front tire on Bubba Wallaceʼs
Chevrolet exploded, strewing de-
bris on the track and causing the
caution Busch desperately needed.

With fresh tires after a pit stop
on Lap 166, Busch restarted sec-
ond on Lap 170, fell back to fourth
briefly and but charged forward and
passed Logano for the lead on Lap
175. Game over.

“We only raced for two laps be-
fore the 18 blew our doors off and
drove away from us,” Logano said.
“Fastest car in the race. Weʼve got
a little bit of work to do.

“Solid run for the Auto Club Mus-
tang here. You want to win at your
sponsor's home track. Gosh, we
came so close. Proud of the effort.
Hung in there all day, hung strong.
Just didn't have enough for the
green car.”
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Kyle Busch Overcomes

Speeding Penalty to
Snag 200th Victory

Kyle Busch is all smiles in Auto Club Speedwayʼs victory lane after
winning his 200th NASCAR national series race Sunday, (NIGEL
KINRADE/NKP photo)

Kyle Busch (18) pulls away from second place Joey Logano (22) to
give himself a comfortable lead. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY
photo)



FONTANA, CA -
Thanks to Cole
Custer, Kyle Busch will
have to wait at least
one more day.

With a determined
run to the finish in Sat-
urdayʼs Production Al-
liance Group 300

NASCAR Xfinity Series race at
Auto Club Speedway, Custer kept
Busch at bay after a restart with 20
laps left and thwarted Buschʼs
march toward 200 victories across
NASCARʼs top three national se-
ries.

In winning for the third time in his
career and the first time at his
home track, the Ladera Ranch,
Calif., native grabbed the lead from
Christopher Bell on Lap 132 of 150
and pulled away to beat Busch to
the finish by 1.927 seconds, after
Busch passed Bell for second on
Lap 136.

For his part, Busch fell one spot
short of win No. 200 after a self-in-
flicted wound by his pit crew sent
the No. 18 Toyota to the back of the
field for a restart on Lap 118. Four
circuits earlier, under caution, a
problem with the jack on the left
side of the car cost Busch 10 spots
on pit road. 

But the coup de grace was a
penalty for an uncontrolled tire that
forced him to restart at the tail end
of the field and gave Custer a
chance out front in clean air.

“It means a ton,” said the 21-
year-old Custer. “As great a driver
as Kyle Busch is, heʼs going to be
one of the legends of our sport. To
keep him one race more from get-
ting 200 means a lot. Iʼm sure heʼs
a little bit frustrated, but we have a
great time racing him.”

Once Custer passed Bell for the

lead, his No. 00 Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing Ford took off.

“We had a pretty good car all
day,” said Custer, who led four
times for a total of 29 laps. “It was
just a matter of getting out front. We
got our car to turn a little better, and
that was kind of the difference.”

After restarting sixth on Lap 131,
Busch, who won the first two
stages and led 98 laps, couldnʼt
match Custerʼs speed over the last
20 circuits.

“Lack of grip there at the end,"
said Busch, who will have his next
shot at his 200th win in Sundayʼs
Auto Club 400 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race (3:30
p.m. ET on FOX, MRN and Sir-

iusXM NASCAR Radio). "We just
didn't have the speed we needed
with the No. 00. 

“Earlier in the day we were two
tenths (of a second) better than
some of the guys, and there at the
end, we weren't. It is what it is, I
guess… Our Supra was fast, just
not enough at the end. At the end
there, he (Custer) was really good
and really fast and had a good car.
They got better throughout the day
and got closer to our rear bumper
there on that second-to-last run be-
fore we had our pit road problems
and dropped us back in the pack. 

"Obviously, we were able to re-
bound, but when you have a fast
guy out front and a fast guy in sec-

ond, they run the same times, and
they stay the same distance apart.
We just werenʼt quick enough there
at the end to chase them down."

Bell held third despite fighting
handling issues throughout the af-
ternoon. Polesitter Tyler Reddick
recovered from several brushes
with the outside wall to run fourth.
Chase Briscoe was fifth in the No.
98 Ford.
Austin Cindric, Brandon Jones and
Ryan Preece all recovered from
spins to come home sixth, seventh
and eighth, respectively. Justin All-
gaier and Justin Haley completed
the top 10.

Asked how he planned to cele-
brate the victory, Custer had a
ready reply.

“This year, I can drink,” he
quipped.
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s Cole Custer Wins at
Fontana, Hits Pause
on Kyle Buschʼs Run

to 200

Cole Custer is proud as punch as he shows off his Production Alliance Group 300 trophy after win-
ning Saturday at Auto Club Speedway. (JARED TILTON/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Cole Custer (00) battles to keep the lead and the field races to catch up. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOG-
RAPHY photo)





MYRTLE BEACH,
SC - Doug Cobyʼs
quest for a sixth
NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour champi-
onship couldnʼt have
started off much bet-
ter.

After two years of
struggling at Myrtle
Beach Speedway,
Coby make those
scuffles distant memo-

ries on Saturday, rolling to his 25th
career Whelen Modified Tour win
and first at the South Carolina oval.

He may have made the final laps
of the Performance Plus 150 pre-
sented by Safety Kleen look easy,
but the day wasnʼt filled with only
celebratory moments. He did win
the first Mayhew Tools Dominator
Pole Award in qualifying, but Coby
was forced to start at the tail of the
field after a screw in his left-front
tire forced the team to make an un-
approved tire change before the
green.

From there, the charge was on

from the rear of a 32 car field in
hopes of reaching the front. In the
end, he found the top spot — a fa-
miliar place for the five-time Whe-
len Modified Tour champion.

After Coby dropped to the tail,
Jon McKennedy was the control
car for the initial start and he did
just that — took control for a major-
ity of the first half of the event.
McKennedy led a race high 64
laps, but pit strategy in the final
stages didnʼt quite fall his way.

After a caution on lap 110, Coby
charged up inside the top three
after pitting for fresh rubber, then
rolled by Kyle Ebersole for the top
spot on lap 122. From there, it was
just about getting around some
lapped traffic and minding a gap
over Jon McKennedy and Jimmy
Blewett.

When McKennedy and Blewett
started racing for the runner-up
spot, Coby opened his gap, and
was never challenged. Even
though the tire strategy didnʼt quite
work out in McKennedyʼs favor, the
second-place effort was a good

way to follow-up a winning per-
formance in the opener last year.

“We put two tires on and the No.
2 car put three in, but we still had a
really good car,” McKennedy said.
“We asked the right-front tire to go
150 laps, which is tough. They
knew we were here. It was a great
effort by everyone.”

In his first start with Gershow
Motorsports, Blewett was third, fol-
lowed by Patrick Emerling and
Chris Pasteryak. The top-five run

was Pasteryakʼs first since 2009 in
Whelen Modified Tour competition.

Anthony Nocella was sixth, fol-
lowed by Burt Myers, Andy Seuss,
Eric Goodale and Frank Fleming.

The Performance Plus 150 pre-
sented by Safety Kleen will air on
NBCSN on Thursday, March 21 at
6 p.m. The NASCAR Whelen Mod-
ified Tour returns to action in just
two weeks, on Saturday, March 30,
at South Boston Speedway in Vir-
ginia.
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For Sixth Title In

Victory Lane

Doug Coby picked up the victory in the NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour opener at Myrtle Beach Speedway. (Adam Glanzman/NASCAR
photo)

Ty Gibbs (No. 19
Toyota) made a late
charge through the
field at Pensacola to
finish second at the
ARCA Pensacola 200
Presented by Inspec-
tra Thermal Solutions.
Gibbs is the leader of
the Sioux Chief Short
Track Challenge after
the first of eleven
races following a

penalty to race winner Michael Self
(No. 25 Toyota). Selfʼs car was
found to be too low in post-race in-
spection by ARCA Menards Series
officials.

Gibbs also earned Bounty
Rookie of the Race honors nar-
rowly over Christian Eckes (No. 15
JBL Audio Toyota) when Gibbs
pulled off the pass for second place
on the final lap of the race. Eckes
maintains the lead in the season-
long hunt for the Bounty Rookie
Challenge title.

Gibbs, the 16-year old grandson
of legendary NFL coach and
NASCAR team owner Joe Gibbs,

was making his ARCA Menards
Series debut and had his work cut
out for him early on after qualifying
tenth. The young wheelman was
up to seventh when the first caution
flew not long before the halfway
mark. He came out of the pits in the
same spot and ramped up his in-
tensity on the ensuing restart. He
quickly found himself inside the top
five and drove all the way up to a
distant second behind leader
Raphael Lessard  when the second
and final caution flag waved for de-
bris.

Gibbs led a lap during the yellow
flag period but dropped to sixth
coming out of the pits and found
himself stuck behind a multicar bat-
tle for several laps following the
restart. Gibbs finally got under-
neath Chandler Smith  with 13 laps
to go and made a herculean effort
to catch and pass Eckes for the
runner-up spot, erasing a gap of
two and a half seconds in that time.

Eckes leads the season-long
Bounty Rookie Challenge stand-
ings with 60 points. Tommy Vigh Jr.
is the closest competition in second

with 54 points. Corey Heim enters
the standings in third with 28 points
after a top five at Pensacola. Bren-
den Queen  drops to fourth with 26
points. Paul Williamson and Tim
Richmond  are tied for fifth with 24
points. Last yearʼs Bounty Rookie
of the Year was Zane Smith.

Gibbs leads the Sioux Chief
Short Track Challenge standings
with 220 points heading into the
second round of the award chase
at Salem. Eckes is second with 215
points, while Self and Chandler
Smith are tied for third with 210
points. Heim rounds out the top five
with 205 points. Only the ten best
short track finishes are considered
when calculating the points stand-

ings at the end of the year for the
Sioux Chief Short Track Challenge.
The defending Sioux Chief Short
Track Challenge champion is 2018
ARCA Menards Series champion
Sheldon Creed.

The ARCA Menards Series will
visit the high banks of Salem
Speedway for the next series event
on April 14. This will be the first of
the two AMS races annually sched-
uled at Salem. In the spring running
a year ago, Christian Eckes won
the Bounty Rookie Challenge for
the day to go along with his race
victory. Chandler Smith pulled off
the same sweep by dominating the
fall race at the southern Indiana
short track.
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at Five Flags

Second place Ty Gibbs was declared the winner at Five Flags
Speedway after Michael Selfʼs car was found too low in post race
inspection. (arcaracing.com photo)



FT. WAYNE, IN -
Team Coe Motor-
sports is excited to an-
nounce that third
generation driver,
Austin Coe, will lead
the team in pursuit of
the 2019 Voreʼs Weld-
ing CRA Late Model
Sportsman Powered
by JEGS Champi-
onship. Team Coe Mo-
torsports, now in its

52nd year of competition, has
amassed over 130 wins and 7
championships and knows the way
to victory lane quite well. 

Growing up Coe was on the
baseball field as a promising
player, but by age 14, he had
picked up the racing bug. He was
influenced by his grandfather, “Bul-
lett” Bob Coe, a winning driver at
tracks in the Midwest and a fre-
quent competitor in both ARCA and
USAC and his father, Scott Coe, a
frequent visitor to victory lane in
late models and modifieds through-
out his career. 

“Austin has really progressed as
a driver and heʼs ready to compete
for the Voreʼs Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman Championship,”
stated team owner Scott Coe. “Heʼs
ready to race against different com-
petition and continue his develop-
ment as a driver. Our team has
prepared great cars and weʼre
eager to get the season started.” 

Austin Coe, a frequent CRA
competitor, has been a winner
since his first year of competition.
Coe won the Street Stock champi-
onship in his first year of competi-
tion at Baer Field Motorsports Park
in 2014 and is the 2018 defending
late model class champion now at
Baer Field Motorsports Park. Coe
has won multiple CRA Street Stock
events at Lucas Oil Raceway and
had a career best 4th place finish
at the Winchester Speedway in his
first career start in the CRA Late
Model Sportsman series in 2016.
Coe set fast time in the CRA Late
Model Sportsman event at Win-
chester Speedway in the fall of
2018 and he has accumulated 18
wins in his young career. 

“I am really excited to pursue the
CRA Championship in 2019,” re-
marked Coe. “This will be a big
challenge, but our team is prepared
to compete for the championship. I
have been to most of the tracks so
we have good set up information to

start with.
Veteran crew chief, Lyle John-

son, will be leading Team Coe Mo-
torsports in pursuit of the CRA Late
Model Sportsman Championship.
Now in his 11th year at the helm of
Team Coe Motorsports, Johnson is
well known in short track racing
having worked with competitors
such as Sterling Marlin, Jay Sauter,
Terry Senneker Sr. and Bob Strait.
In Johnsonʼs Motorsports career he
has been responsible for over 130
race wins and 14 championship
teams. Under Johnsonʼs guidance
through the 2018 season, Team
Coe Motorsports has achieved 9
championships and over 90 wins. 

“Our team always supports each
other and works very hard to be a
winner in everything that we do,”
remarked Johnson.

Hutson Looks to Win
Second Voreʼs

Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman

Championship in 2019
SALEM, IN - Fort Wayne, Indi-

ana native Billy Hutson came close
to winning his second Voreʼs Weld-
ing CRA Late Model Sportsman
Powered by JEGS Championship
in 2018, coming up just a little short
in the Chase for the Championship
to Tony Brutti. Hutson finished
fourth in the series Championship
event at Winchester Speedway on
Winchester 400 Weekend, while
Brutti finished in second to claim
his first ever Voreʼs Welding CRA
Late Model Sportsman Champi-
onship. Hutson hopes to finish one
spot better in the 2019 Chase for
the Championship with the Voreʼs
Welding CRA Late Model Sports-
man.

“All in all, last year was a pretty
good year for me,” remarked Hut-
son. “Obviously, I wanted to win the
Championship, but I feel with what
I learned throughout the season we
made a huge step forward in our
program that will carry into 2019.
Iʼm looking forward to racing again
with the Voreʼs Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman, we plan to do
the entire 2019 schedule and win
the Chase for the Championship!”

Hutson competed in nine of the
series ten events in 2019, picking
up his second ever series win in the
Fall Brawl event at Lucas Oil Race-
way on September 30th. He was

the only driver in the final four of the
Chase for the Championship to
pick up a win in 2018. In all Hutson
had seven top five finishes and
eight top ten finishes with only one
DNF in 2018.

Hutson added, “The Voreʼs
Welding CRA Late Model Sports-
man are a great group of guys to
race with and I love the feel of the
CRA events. I love the challenge of
going to a different race track each
event, and I really enjoy some of
the unique tracks on the schedule
like Mt Lawn Speedway. Iʼm espe-
cially excited about going to Kil-
Kare Raceway this year, a track
Iʼve never been to. My goal this
year is to have a lot of fun, win
some races, and really improve my
program at Winchester Speedway
so that we can bring home the
championship trophy this season!”

Hutson was a full-time competi-
tor with the series starting in 2006
through the 2009 seasons, the first
four years the series had ran, pick-
ing up his first series win in 2007
and the series Championship that
same season. Hutson competed
part-time with the series from 2013
through the 2017 season. In all
Hutson has raced in 55 series
events to date with 30 top five fin-
ishes and 39 top ten finishes and
has led 100 laps.

The 2019 Voreʼs Welding CRA
Late Model Sportsman season is
set to begin on Sunday, March
31st at Lucas Oil Raceway as part
of the 10th Annual CRA Cabin
Fever Championships. Joining the
Voreʼs Welding CRA Late Model
Sportsman will be the Van Hoy Oil
CRA Street Stocks, the ICAR All-
star Modified Tour and the Voreʼs
Compact Touring Series for over
150 laps of feature racing action.
Open practice will be held on Sat-
urday, March 30th, with practice,
qualifying and racing for all our di-
visions on Sunday, March 31st.

More information on all the CRA
Series is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com.

McGunegill Engine
Performance to

Support CRA Again 
SALEM, IN - Officials from

Champion Racing Association
Powered by JEGS and McGunegill
Engine Performance have an-
nounced that McGunegill Engine
Performance will continue their
support of CRA, including the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Pre-
sented by Chevrolet Performance,
for the upcoming 2019 race sea-
son. McGunegill Engine Perform-
ance will award the 2019

JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Cham-
pion a free rebuild of a Crate En-
gine, or the cost of the rebuild off
the purchase of a MEP GM Equal-
izer Sealed Engine for Super Late
Models. In addition, MEP will also
continue to award a $100 Product
Certificate to a random racer at
each JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
event during the 2019 season.

“This is a great program that Mc-
Gunegill Engine Performance is
continuing to support our
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour,” re-
marked R.J. Scott, Managing Part-
ner of CRA. “Dewaine and his
whole crew have been great sup-
porters of CRA for several years,
we appreciate everything they do
for CRA and our racers!”   

McGunegill Engine Performance
will also continue their sponsorship
programs for the Voreʼs Welding
CRA Late Model Sportsman Series
Powered by JEGS and Van Hoy Oil
CRA Street Stocks Powered by
JEGS. The Muncie, Indiana based
engine builder has had tremendous
success with their engine packages
developed specifically for the Late
Model Sportsman and Street Stock
teams.

The highest finisher in the top
ten of each Voreʼs Welding CRA
Late Model Sportsman Series
event, who has not received the
award previously, will receive a
$100 Product Certificate towards
labor or purchase of an engine
from McGunegill Engine Perform-
ance. A $50 Product Certificate will
be awarded in the Van Hoy Oil CRA
Street Stock division in the same
manner at each event. Additionally,
McGunegill Engine Performance
will award a $1000 Product Certifi-
cate by random draw of the top ten
finishers in final Voreʼs Welding
CRA Late Model Sportsman Series
points and a $500 Product Certifi-
cate by random draw of the top ten
finishers in final Van Hoy Oil CRA
Street Stocks points at the 2019
CRA Awards Banquet.

McGunegill Engine Performance
has been a leader in developing
high performance, cost effective
race engine solutions. The family
run business owned and operated
by DeWaine McGunegill, has led
the development of the highly suc-
cessful Sealed Engine Program for
Super Late Models over the past
decade. Their innovative Sealed
Engine package has drastically cut
the cost of purchasing a competi-
tive Super Late Model engine.

For more information on the
MEP engine packages contact Mc-
Gunegill Engine Performance at
765-282-1913 or visit their website
at www.mcgunegillengines.com.

CR
A R

ac
ing

Coe To Contend for Voreʼs
Welding CRA Late Model

Sportsman Championship



NAPLES, ME - In
two weeks, grassroots
racers from across
North America will fi-
nally be able to con-
verge on Richmond
Raceway for the long-
awaited PASS Com-
monwealth Classic on
Saturday, March
30. For many, it will be
the chance of a life-
time to compete on

one of the most historic short tracks
in the country. But, for others, it will
be the start of the 2019 Pro All
Stars Series (PASS) National
Championship Series.

Now in its 12th season, the
PASS National Championship Se-
ries is the country's only national
title to be awarded in Super Late
Model racing.  With two national
championship points paying races
for the PASS Super Late Models at
Richmond, several drivers are look-
ing to compete in both 75 lap races,
each of which will pay $7,000 and
$700 to start. One of those drivers
is Uncasville, CT's, Ray Christian,
III, who will be competing in both
races.

"I think being able to race at
Richmond is awesome," says
Christian. "Any time weekly short
track racers that are used to run-
ning on quarter-mile to half-mile
ovals get the chance to run on the
same track that the stars run on,
you really feel like a superstar and
I'm excited for it.  It's PASS's first
time at Richmond so I feel like that
will make the competition really
tight because no one knows what
to expect.   It's definitely going to be
a show."

After competing locally in Con-
necticut and in sporadic ACT Late
Model shows, Christian burst onto
the national scene last year follow-
ing a strong performance in Dillon,
SC that saw him finish third behind
PASS National Champions, Derek
Griffith and Ben Rowe.  Christian
feels he and his team are ready to
take the next step towards a cham-
pionship beginning with Richmond.

"After our strong showing last
year finishing second in national
points as a rookie, we are definitely
hungry to chase a national champi-
onship," says Christian.  "It's defi-
nitely going to be a tough task.  We
came out of nowhere last year and
nobody really knew who we were
wherever we went.  But I feel like

now we're definitely on people's
radar and they know that we are
fast enough to compete for podium
wins and a national title."

The total number of PASS Super
Late Models is almost at 40 with
entries still coming in.  PASS veter-
ans Jody Measamer, Jared Irvan
and Reid Lanpher are now entered,
along with Virginia driver Collin
Garrett and Brandon Watson.  On
the other end of the spectrum, Kyle
Reid will be making the long tow
from Alberta to compete, while Dan
McKeage will be heading down
from Maine and PASS National
Championship rookie contender
Devin O'Connell will be coming
from Connecticut.

The ACT Late Models will be
competing in a 65-lapper at Rich-
mond Raceway and has 36 cars
entered as of today with a host of
heavy hitters. Former Milk Bowl
winners, Patrick Laperele and Joey
Polewarcyzk are now entered,
along with former Thunder Road
champion and ACT winner, Bobby
Therrien.

The Tour-Type Modifieds will be
making their return to Richmond for
the first time since 2002, utilizing
the popular rules package used at
New Smyrna Speedway during
Florida Speedweeks.  North Car-
olina's Bryan Dauzat has filed an
entry along with Connecticut's Jim
Dolan, and Kris Watson.

The grassroots racing action as

part of the PASS Commonwealth
Classic will be completed by events
for the MASS Street Stocks and
North East Mini Stocks (NEMST),
and both divisions have shown
great support from competitors
around the country. Over 30 Street
Stocks are now entered from
Maine to Florida, including David
Cameron and Joe
Gerrard.  Frankie Kimmel will be
looking to follow up a strong sec-
ond place finish at Dillon's New
Year's Bash, while Virginia's Justin
Brown and Vermont's Adam May-
nard will be looking for good fin-
ishes as well.

The largest field in NEMST his-
tory have filed entries with over 40
Mini Stocks expected to assem-
ble.  Drivers range from Maine to
as far south as South Carolina and
as far west as Ohio.  Competitors
will be racing for a minimum $1000
to win plus bonus awards and a
$100 to start purse.

The PASS Commonwealth Clas-
sic weekend will begin on Thurs-
day, March 28 with optional hauler
parking and safety inspection from
12 - 4 PM.  On Friday, March 29,
rotating practice for all competing
divisions will be from 11 AM – 5
PM.  And then on Saturday, March
30, pit gates at Richmond Raceway
will open at 7 AM, with practice
from 9 AM – 12 PM, qualifying at 1
PM, and racing set to start at
around 4 PM.

Entry forms and rules contacts
for PASS Super Late Models, Tour-
Type Modifieds, and MASS Street
Stocks are also posted at ProAll-
StarsSeries.com.  PASS Super
Late Model entry forms and the

complete weekend schedules the
inaugural PASS Commonwealth
Classic at Richmond Raceway can
be found at ProAllStarsSeries.com.

The Pro All Stars Series is rec-
ognized as North Americaʼs pre-
mier sanctioning body for asphalt
Super Late Models and boasts
such marquee events as the leg-
endary Oxford 250 at Oxford Plains
Speedway, the Easter Bunny 150
at the historic Hickory Motor
Speedway, and the inaugural Com-
monwealth Classic at Richmond
Raceway.  For technical informa-
tion concerning all PASS divisions
please send questions to passrac-
ing@roadrunner.com.  For media
or marketing questions, please
contact Alan Dietz at 704-231-2039
or alandietzpass@live.com.  And,
donʼt forget to “Like” the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter @PASSSLM14 to
keep up with breaking news as it
happens.

Richmond Raceway is Amer-
icaʼs Premier Short Track annually
hosting two NASCAR race week-
ends, featuring the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series and
NASCAR Xfinity Series, on a ¾-
mile D-shaped oval. Richmond
Raceway is a regional leader for
events including sports, live music
and consumer trade shows. The
Richmond Raceway Complexʼs
1,100 plus acre multipurpose facil-
ity hosts more than 200 live events
annually including concerts with top
national recording artists at Virginia
Credit Union LIVE!

To learn more, visit richmon-
draceway.com, richmondraceway-
complex.com, or vaculive.com.
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Championship To Kickoff

On Big Stage at Richmond



PARTIAL SALE LISTING 
Driveshafts, coil springs, windshields, DeWalt tools, parts trays,
catch cans, 9" r/e housings, dry brakes, sway bars, radiators, oil
coolers, LS1 heads, LS block, axles, coil spring hardware, 9" pig,
ring & pinions, firebottles, tachs, in-line filters, batteries, ext cords,
headers, brake hats, rotors, overflow tanks, duct hose, brake blow-
ers, alum seats, halos, pit fan, spindles, sway bar arms, seat
brackets, dry sump oil tanks, seat hdw, boom tubes, fuel cell cans,
fuel cell bladders, shocks, gauge panels, flywheels, new Carrillo
rods, battery cables, hotbox assemblies, radio equip, fuel pumps,
upper & lower a's, roller lifters, racing collectibles, pitbox seats,
straps, tripods, chemicals, electrical connectors, pit helmets,
cooler, air hose, air filters, c/f air box, teathers, lead, Accel Super-
coils, fuel jugs, truck arms, axle caps, drive plates, pit helmet 

PARTIAL SALE LISTING - EQUIPMENT/DESK 
EZ-Up tents, floor jack's, 100,000 BTU heater, Lincoln welders, In-
tercomp scales, truck toolbox, office desk, Intercomp lap timers,
parts carts, cooler, radio hdw, hose reel, pitbox, shop lights, tool-
box, radio chargers, red rolling table, r/e rack, paper taper 

PARTIAL LISTING - CARS
(2) Chassis, 1 rear clip, (7) Cars – body and chassis

TERMS OF SALE: Terms of sale is cash, cashier checks, money
orders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or Mastercard. Business or Per-
sonal Checks must be accompanied by a Bank Letter of Credit
submitted to cashier on Sale Days. There will be a 15% buyerʼs
premium charged on each lot number sold, with a 5% discount
given for cash. Driver's license or picture identification is required
to register. All items sold “As Is, Where Is” with no guarantees or
warranty expressed or implied. Buyers must settle and remove all
items at the end of each sale day. Announcements sale day take
precedence over any printed matter 

Visit our website for additional info: 
www.mcsauctions.com

Maria Vannice, Auctioneer  Danny Irvin, Auctioneer   
NCAL #8595    IN AU10800010 NCAL #8657    IN AU10800039

Firm License #8623

P U B L I C   A U C T I O NP U B L I C   A U C T I O N
OVER STOCK -VENTURINI MOTORSPORTS   OVER STOCK -VENTURINI MOTORSPORTS   
Thursday, March 28 and Friday, March 29, 2019

Doors Open at 8:00 AM each day - Sale Starts at 9:30 AM each day  
SALE LOCATION:: 571 Pitts School Road, Concord, NC  28027; Head north on I-85 N, Use the right 2 lanes to take exit 52 to merge onto
Poplar Tent Rd; turn right onto Pitts School Rd NW; Watch for Auction Signs 



STOCKTON, CA -
Blue and orange con-
fetti painted the land-
scape around Logan
Schuchart, who
climbed to the top
wing of his Shark Rac-
ing Sprint Car with the
checkered flag in one
hand and other point-
ing to the sky.

Thousands of fans cheered, and
the first-time winner this season,
Schuchart, cheered with them in
Victory Lane at the Stockton Dirt
Track.

It was a scene that could have
looked much different for
Schuchart until about five laps to go
in Saturday nightʼs World of Out-
laws NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car
Series 30-lap FVP Platinum Battery
Showdown.

Shark Racing showed they were
the apex predator from the start of
the event. Hanover, Pa. native
Schuchart was quickest in practice,
and backed that up qualifying sec-
ond behind teammate Jacob Allen.
He then won his Heat race and
drew the pole for the DIRTVision
Fast Pass Dash, which he also
won.

At the start of the Feature,
Schuchart and Allen dueled side-
by-side in front for less than half a
lap before Schuchart shot to the
lead. Four cautions in the first six
laps never allowed him to get into
a rhythm, but he maintained the
lead each restart.

Lurking behind him, though, was
Bixby, Okla., native Shane Stewart
— equally as hungry for his first Se-
ries win of the season, after finish-
ing outside the top-10 the day prior.
When restarting on lap six, Stewart
did not let Schuchart out of his
sight. With each passing lap he
inched closer and closer to the red-
and-white Drydene-sponsored #1s.

Coming off of turn four on lap 11,
Schuchart, who had kept his car on
the high side of the track, hit a rut,
about bounced his car completely
off the ground and into the wall,
and lost the lead to Stewart.

“I was running pretty hard when
I was out by myself,” Schuchart
said. “Thatʼs what kind of got me in
trouble. I almost flipped the thing,
bouncing around, jumping up and
down.”

He added to stay consistent on

the rough track conditions you had
to “cowboy up.”

While Stewart began to pull
away to close to a half a track lead,
Schuchart didnʼt lose hope. He
knew Stewart would face the same
rough conditions running the top
side of the track — providing the
potential for his own mistake.

But he never made one. Even
when navigating lap traffic.
Schuchart still didnʼt give up hope.

“I knew he was going to have the
same issues, heʼs going to want to
get out front and stand on it,”
Schuchart said. “You can count on
probably some more yellows, be-
cause we were having one right
after the other.”

On lap 23, he got one. Kasey
Kahne stopped on the front stretch
when his right rear tire gave up,
with debris left in turn four. When
the race went back green, Stewart
maintained the point once again.
Until a lap later. His paced slowed,
and Schuchart shot by Stewart for
the lead with Brad Sweet following
to surge into second place. Shortly
after, Stewart was off the track in
turn three with a flat right rear tire.

“They were saying some stuff
may have broke off of Kaseyʼs
(Kahne) car when I was trying to
get around him, and I must have
ran something over,” Stewart said.
“Just one of those deals.”

When the race went back green,
Schuchart took command of the
lead once again and drove his car
into Victory Lane, claiming his ninth
World of Outlaws win.

“I thought his (Stewartʼs) right
rear looked a little low, but Iʼm not
going to be the guy running second
and tell him his tire is low, but I
knew he wasnʼt going to give up,”
Schuchart said. “Iʼm just happy for
this whole team. Itʼs very rewarding
for all of their hard work to be able
to get a win this early in the sea-
son.”

Schuchart is the sixth different
Series winner this year in seven
races. Carson Macedo, who was
the fifth different winner this season
Friday night at Silver Dollar Speed-
way pulled off another impressive
run finishing seventh after starting
23rd – making him the KSE Hard
Charger of the night.

Having as equally of an impres-
sive run was Sheldon Hauden-
schild, who started 25th using a

provisional and finished 10th.
Even though Stewartʼs promis-

ing night ended with disappoint-
ment, he is still leaving with
newfound confidence.

“I think we made some big gains
throughout the night and learned a
lot of stuff,” Stewart said. “We con-
tinue to learn. Even Barry (Jack-
son), you know, heʼs been out here
a long, long time. But he is dealing
with a new driver, so weʼre still try-
ing to learn each other. Weʼre get-
ting better.”

Schuchartʼs win moves him to
fourth in the Seriesʼ championship
points – tied with Macedo, 58
points behind leader Daryn
Pittman. The Oklahoma driver fin-
ished 11th for his California-based
Roth Motorsports team, allowing
10-time Series champion Donny
Schatz, who finished 8th, to con-
tinue to close the points deficit to
just four points.

Quietly closing on the two points
leaders is Sweet, who finished sec-
ond two nights in a row – now 10
points behind Pittman.

“Tonight, it took some juevos,
you had to get up on the wheel and
try to hammer through the holes (in
the track),” Sweet said. “Logan did
a good job. It was kind of survival
there… Two seconds place, weʼre
knocking on the door (of the points
lead).”

While Sweet took his second-
place finish with stride, Schuchart
basked in the glory of his win in Vic-
tory Lane, confetti still floating to
the ground and fans still cheering.

“The fans are awesome (in Cal-
ifornia),” Schuchart said. “Theyʼre
very passionate. Itʼs awesome to
win in front of this great crowd.”

The Series will make its next
stop on the California tour Satur-
day, March 22, at Ocean Speed-
way in Watsonville, Calif. and
Saturday, March 23, at Placerville
Speedway in Placerville, Calif.

As always, you can catch all the
World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Series action
on DIRTVision.com.

For tickets and more informa-
tion, go to www.WorldofOutlaws.com.

Macedo Claims
Second World of

Outlaws Win, First with
Kyle Larson Racing
CHICO, CA - “Rookie” is a title

Carson Macedo will hear before his
name throughout the 2019 World of
Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint
Car Series tour, but at Silver Dollar
Speedway in Chico, Calif., it should
be “veteran.”

Or “winner.”
Lemoore, Calif., native, Macedo,

bested 34-time Series winner, and
Grass Valley, Calif., native, Brad
Sweet in a spectacular dual on Fri-
day night at the quarter-mile speed-
way, to claim his second ever
Series win and second at the track
— his first win came in 2014.

His advantage; itʼs a track he
grew up racing on – local knowl-
edge that paid off as he led an all-
Outlaw podium sweep in the Mini
Gold Cup presented by Riebes
NAPA AUTO PARTS.

“Iʼve raced here so much and
just know the characteristics of it,”
Macedo said. “Itʼs not a big part of
winning these races, but it gives
you that edge. Itʼs a home track

(Continued Next Page)
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Schuchart Bucks Wild
Stockton to Become

Sixth Different Winner in
Seven Races

Logan Schuchart raced his way to victory lane at the Stockton Dirt
Track, making him the sixth different winner in seven races. (Paul
Arch photo)



Continued…

for me.”
Sweet is no

stranger to Silver Dol-
lar Speedway, though.
He, too, grew up rac-
ing at the track, and
won a race there last
year.

Having led more
than half the race,
Sweet looked to be en
route to his second
win at the speedway.
Last weekʼs Feature
winner at Thunder-
bowl Raceway, Ian
Madsen – who ended

up third – hunted Sweet for most of
the race with enough speed to po-
tentially make his own challenge for
the lead. But then came Macedo.

From his seventh starting spot,
Macedo raced much like his car
owner Kyle Larson so often does
— on the cushion lap after lap.
Never considering another line.
That confidence almost cost him,
though. About half way through the
race, he hit a rut on the high side of
the track, throwing his car of bal-
ance and dropping from fourth to
fifth.

That didnʼt deter the young
rookieʼs victory lust. Continuing to
stick to the high side of the track,
he fought his way into the top three
and then traded slide jobs with
Madsen for second. In the lead
Sweet had a different mentality
then Macedo. He stuck to the bot-
tom of the track — a move that ul-
timately proved to be his downfall.

On a restart with 15 laps to,
Macedo got a strong enough run
off turn four to slide under Sweet
going into turn one and steal the
lead. Madsen, on the bottom of the
track, tried to best them both, edg-
ing Macedo for the lead out of turn
two. He couldnʼt compete with
Macedoʼs strength on the high side,
though. Once Macedo cleared
Madsen, the race was his.

“I had been getting some pretty
good runs off of four on the top,
with people in front of me, so I
knew without anyone there I could
get a run on him (Sweet) going
down the front stretch,” Macedo
said.

Sweet knows his rookie mistake
was staying on the bottom of the
track.

“Obviously, I made a mistake
there, and stayed on the bottom
probably one or two restarts too
long,” Sweet said. “It was just really
hard to get me to change my mind
because I kept winning the restarts.
But I really felt vulnerable on the

restart, so it was no surprise when
Carson got by me. You have to be
perfect to win these races.”

Madsen went into the Seriesʼ
month-long California tour unsure
how heʼll perform at the Golden
State short tracks, claiming heʼs not
good at them. In two races, heʼs se-
cured two podium finishes — one
being a victory.

“Itʼs (California) has been really
good to us, so far,” Madsen said.
“Weʼve had an awesome race car
ever since we got here. I just have
to thank my crew for that.”

Macedo also credited his crew
for his winning performance, in-
cluding his crew chief Joe Gaerte,
who he called “his hero.” Macedo
drove for Gaerte in the All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions Series last year,
finishing second in points.

With a win in the first six races of
the more than 90 race World of
Outlaws schedule, Macedo said it
wonʼt change how he approaches
the remainder of the season.

“I think Iʼm just going to race ex-
actly the same,” he said. “Just drive
every lap like itʼs my last. Wherever
the cards fall at the end of the year
at the banquet, thatʼs what theyʼll
be.”

He currently sits fourth in the Se-
riesʼ championship points — 66
points behind leader Daryn
Pittman.

Pittman, who was coming off two
second place finishes in a row,
managed to salvage a ninth-place
finish after starting 18th. He contin-
ues to lead the championship
standings for California car owners
Dennis and Teresa Roth over sec-
ond place Donny Schatz, who fin-
ished fourth and cut his points
deficit in half, now only 10 points

behind Pittman.

Kasey Kahne Adds
Events to His Huge
Sprint Car Schedule
CONCORD, NC - Kasey

Kahneʼs race days have always
been a bit noisy. Dozens of crews
scurrying around a nearly two-ton
Stock Car for days, wrenching and
tuning. Hundreds of fans walking
through the garage area, deter-
mined to get a picture or auto-
graph. Media and cameras at every
turn, questioning every detail of the
weekend.

Now, that noise has been turned
down, but just a bit.

In the pit area of a World of Out-
laws NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car
event, like the ones this past Friday
at Silver Dollar Speedway in Chico,
Calif., or Saturday at The Stockton
(Calif.) Dirt Track, Kahne is sur-
rounded by only a couple of crew
members, who tweak on his 1,400
lb. Sprint Car. A few dozen fans
meandering up and down the pits
— some looking for a quick picture
or a handshake. And a handful of
media members, the majority just
looking to take pictures.

Turning the volume down was
not entirely voluntary. It was forced
upon him by a health issue that
caused him to put an early end to
his NASCAR career.

While he was not medically
cleared to race again in NASCAR,
heʼs found a new challenge focus-
ing on racing Sprint Cars – a divi-
sion heʼs loved since a kid.

“Itʼs like the first thing I really got
into at a young age,” Kahne says
kneeling next his to orange #9
Sprint Car. “Because I got into it at

a young age, and liked it so much,
whether I was watching or racing
myself, Iʼve been hooked.”

Kahne began racing Sprint Cars
as a teenager in his home state of
Washington. He eventually moved
into the USAC ranks, winning a
championship in 2000. Then a cou-
ple of years later made his move to
NASCAR.

A few years into his NASCAR
career Kahne formed his own
World of Outlaws Sprint Car team,
Kasey Kahne Racing (KKR), which
helped keep him in touch with the
Series — along with running a few
races himself.

Since its inception in 2005, KKR
has amassed one World of Outlaws
NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car Se-
ries championship — in 2013 with
Daryn Pittman — and more than
170 Series wins among several
drivers, including last yearʼs
Knoxville Nationals championship
with Brad Sweet.

Of the drivers that have won a
Series race for the team, Kahne is
not one of them. He would like to
be.

“When I knew I was done with
the NASCAR deal, I thought I
would give it a shot (driving Sprint
Cars) for a little while, you know,
and kind of see how it goes and
see if I canʼt figure it out and get
competitive driving these cars,”
Kahne says.

He knows he has a bit of home-
work to do, too. When he first
started in NASCAR, Kahne regu-
larly made time to race Sprint Cars,
but over time put more focus on his
Cup Series car. Leaving less time
for Sprint Cars.

“I feel like now is by far the most
difficult time Iʼve had learning Sprint
Cars,” Kahne says. “Iʼve been so
focused on the other style and itʼs
so much different than this (Sprint
Car racing). The feel side of it Iʼm
lacking a little bit and have to do a
better job with my feet and my
hands in different situations. And I
think thatʼs all just laps. Once I fig-
ure that out, Iʼll feel a lot more com-
fortable night in and night out.”

Kahne has scheduled more than
50 Sprint Car races – 44 of which,
so far, are World of Outlaws races
– for himself this year, but says he
could easily add more, bringing his
schedule to about 70 races.Kahne
says he chose that schedule to
ease into Sprint Car racing this
year, giving himself time to formu-
late what he wants to do in 2020.

To see Kahne take on the Out-
laws at any of the events on his
schedule, go to WorldofOut-
laws.com/tix, or call 844-DIRT-TIX
to reserve your seat.
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Carson Macedo captured his second WoO win at Silver Dollar
Speedway this weekend. It was Macedoʼs first win with Kyle Lar-
son Racing. (Paul Arch photo)



BROWNSTOWN,
IN - Brandon Shep-
pard denied Devin
Moran his first Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries win of the season
on Saturday night at
Brownstown Speed-
way.

By doing so,
Sheppard scored his
first Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series vic-
tory of the season with
his first career win at

the historic Brownstown Speedway.
Sheppard becomes the fifth differ-
ent winner on the tour this season
after holding off a late-race charge
from Devin Moran for the win.
Jonathan Davenport finished third,
with Hudson OʼNeal and Tyler Erb
completing the top five.

Sheppard made a clean sweep
of the night; setting the Miller
Welders Overall Fast Time; and
winning the first heat race of the
night to earn the PFC Brakes Pole
Award.

Sheppard took the lead at the
start of the 50-lap main event with
Hudson OʼNeal giving chase until
the caution for debris on lap 21. On
the restart, Devin Moran moved
into second and held the runner-
up position to the finish.

The final caution of the race
came with just two laps remaining.
Moran and Davenport managed to
get within striking distance, but

Sheppard forged ahead at the end.
“It is great to finally win at

Brownstown,” said Sheppard. “We
have won a lot of heat races and
started up front but never been
able to put it all together in a night.
This car is on rail right now. Thanks
to Mark, Austin, Joel, and Danny
we are hitting on all cylinders. They
have worked their tails off on this
car. It is just phenomenal right now.
Itʼs a dream to drive this car. I am
ready to go to the next one.”

“I didnʼt really know if the cau-
tions were helping me or hurting
me,” Sheppard added. “I was kind
of maintaining my pace. The traffic
was either in the bottom or the top
because that was the line, they
would be in. I was slowly breaking
my way through the middle. I did all
I could to get through there.”

Moran took home his best finish
of the 2019 season. “Congrats to
Brandon on the win. That was a
good race for the lead there in the
last few laps. This team is just get-
ting better and better. For the Jack-
son 100 we are expecting a little
better. I love coming here to Brown-
stown. My dad [Donnie] never won
here so I was trying my best to get
that first win for my family.”

Davenport, who was primed for
a late race charge to the lead, took
third place at the finish. “Congrats
to those guys [Sheppard] thatʼs
their fifth win in a row. I think we
need to make him start a lap down
to give them a little bit of a chal-

lenge. All of my guys worked hard,
thanks to Nutrien Ag Solutions.”

The winnerʼs Mark Richards
Racing, Rocket Chassis is powered
by a Durham Racing Engine and
sponsored by: Valvoline, Seubert
Calf Ranches, Ace Metal Works,
Keyser Manufacturing, Gunterʼs
Honey, and Integra Racing Shocks.

Completing the top ten were
Don OʼNeal, Josh Richards, Earl
Pearson Jr., Tim McCreadie, and
Allen Weisser.

Atomicʼs
Buckeye Spring 50
Reset for April 11

CHILLICOTHE, OH - The
rained-out Buckeye Spring 50 at
Atomic Speedway has been reset
for Thursday, April 11th – setting up
an action-packed four-race swing
for the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series.

The Buckeye Spring 50 on

Thursday, April 11th will be a com-
plete program of: Miller Welders
Time Trials, Heat Races, B-Mains,
and a 50-lap, $12,000-to-win main
event.

Tickets and armbands from the
event will be honored on the make-
up date or any event during the
Atomic Speedway season of equal
value.

The Thursday, April 11th event
at Atomic Speedway precedes a
trio of events that includes: Sharon
Speedway on Friday, April 12th;
Hagerstown Speedway on Satur-
day, April 13th; and concludes with
Port Royal Speedway on Sunday,
April 14th.

For more information, visit:
www.atomicspeedway.net. 

For the latest breaking news
concerning the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series, 2019 tour sched-
ule, driver information, and more
visit the official website at: www.lu-
casdirt.com.

Sheppard Tops Moran at
Brownstown 

Brandon Sheppard out-raced Devin Moran for the race win at
Brownstown Speedway Saturday night. (Paul Arch photo)
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MESQUITE, TX -
With the grounds of
the Devil's Bowl
Speedway already
soft due to an abun-
dance of rain over the
past month, an addi-
tional 2.5" of moisture
fell overnight into
Wednesday morning,
putting the final nail in

the coffin for this weekend's Spring
Nationals with the Lucas Oil Amer-
ican Sprint Car Series presented by
the MAVTV Motorsports Network.

"We want to race. There is no
question of that, and we're not
happy about having to cancel but
we can't very well put on a show if
we can't get the teams into the Pits
to put on that show," commented
Devil's Bowl Promoter, Lanny Ross
Edwards, who explained that they
were already having to pull rigs out
of the pits this past Saturday during
practice.

As of now, the next events for
the Lucas Oil American Sprint Car
Series presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network will be Eagle
Raceway on April 25 and U.S. 36
Raceway on April 26.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up ASCS Nation, log
onto www.ascsracing.com, follow
on Facebook, on Instagram, and
on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Speed Shift TV named
Official Online

Broadcast Partner of
the All Star Circuit of

Champions
BROWNSBURG, IN - For the

first time in Series history, sprint car
fans from around the world will
have the opportunity to witness

nearly every lap of Ollieʼs Bargain
Outlet All Star Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1 competition
live on the internet.

Speed Shift TV, an industry
leader in motorsports marketing,
production and live streaming with
services extending to nearly 300
events in 2018, will follow Tony
Stewartʼs All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions on a near-full-time basis in
2019, creating the possibility for a
live broadcast during much of the
All Star schedule.

“This is an exciting time for
Speed Shift TV, as well as the All
Star Circuit of Champions,” Darren
Shanley explained, CEO of Speed
Shift TV. “This is something weʼve
been discussing for quite some
time, so we are elated for things to
come to life. The All Star Circuit of
Champions is a great organization
and we are thrilled to have the op-
portunity to broadcast most of their
2019 schedule. Weʼve always had
a fantastic relationship, but to take
things to the next step and create a
regular live presence is great for
everyone involved.”

With the exception of select
events, fans who purchase Speed
Shift TVʼs monthly VIP subscription
will have the capability to watch

nearly all of the All Star Circuit of
Champions events on the 2019 Se-
ries schedule. The events at Jack-
son Motorplex on July 26, as well
as the events at Port Royal Speed-
way on September 6 & 7, will still
be available on Speed Shift TV, but
will be conducted as separate pay-
per-view broadcasts.

Those not wanting to subscribe
to Speed Shift TVʼs monthly VIP
subscription can still watch desired
All Star Circuit of Champions
events with a respective single race
pass.

“Our VIP subscription is a per-
fect fit for any die-hard short track
fan. You have the availability to
watch any race within the VIP
schedule during any given month,
not just All Star races,” Shanley
continued. “Even for those only in-
terested in watching select broad-
casts, we have them covered, too.
I think Speed Shift TV and the All
Star Circuit of Champions are a
perfect fit. This is going to be an ex-
citing year.”

Those seeking additional infor-
mation regarding Speed Shift TV,
as well as literature regarding
Speed Shift TVʼs VIP subscription
and pay-per-view broadcasts, can
visit www.speedshifttv.com.
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Nationals Weekend
Canceled Due To

Impassable Grounds

D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Tuesday
evening, during the in-
duction ceremony for
the Motorsports Hall of
Fame of America in
Daytona Beach,
NASCAR champion
Tony Stewart charmed
a room full of auto rac-
ingʼs biggest names

and most ardent supporters,
demonstrating that his massive tal-
ent behind the wheel is matched by
an equally endearing personality. 

Seven-time NASCAR Cup
champion Jimmie Johnson flew in
from the West Coast  just to pres-
ent Stewart for induction. Johnson
had some fun with his friend, remi-
niscing about good times away
from the race track like when he
flew on Stewartʼs airplane and no-
ticed the dogs on board ate filet
mignon while Johnson and Stewart
were served hamburgers.

But Johnson put all kidding
aside and pulled out a handwritten
list of Stewartʼs many racing ac-

complishments to share with the
rapt audience. The admiration and
respect was evident with each mile-
stone Johnson read aloud - from
Stewartʼs early success in USAC to
his Indy Racing League champi-
onship to the way Stewart earned
three Cup championship trophies
(2002, 2005 and 2011) before retir-
ing after the 2016 season.

Joining Stewart in the new Hall
of Fame class is three-time Indi-
anapolis 500 champion Dario Fran-
chitti; motorcycle racing legend
Kevin Schwantz, racing pioneer,
the late Augie Duesenberg; long-
time sports car innovator, the late
Phil Remington; drag racing
driver/owner Don Schumacher;
and one of the sportʼs favorite
trackside personalities, Linda
Vaughn.

“Seeing all the great inductees
from the past, itʼs very humbling to
be a part of that group now,ʼʼ Stew-
art said.

“I guess because Iʼm still racing,
I never even thought about being a
part of it – normally when you think

about being in a Hall of Fame
youʼre nearing the end of your ca-
reer and I feel like this is the sec-
ond part of my career starting, not
the end of it. It was a big surprise
and at the same time, very hum-
bling.”

One obvious Stewart friend is
Johnson, who was adamant about
being in Daytona Beach to help
honor Stewart, despite having to
travel cross country – and back – in
a single day to do so.

“Weʼve always been fierce com-
petitors and fought hard for race
wins and championships against
one another, but through it all
thereʼs always been a great con-
nection he and I have had, and a
great deal of respect weʼve had for
another,ʼʼ Johnson said. “Weʼve al-
ways had this cool connection.

“Heʼs the reason the one time
Iʼve ever been called to the
NASCAR hauler,ʼʼ Johnson said
with a smile. “So Iʼve had some
highs and lows with him, but many,
many more highs. When he called,
I said, ʻAbsolutely, Iʼd love to.ʼ “

Stewart was almost reverent in
his appreciation.

It was representative of the good
vibes on Tuesday. More than 200
people happily crowded The
Shores Resort & Spa in Daytona
Beach for the event, including past
honorees of the Motorsport Hall of

Fame of America. It was a legiti-
mate “Whoʼs Who” of racing and
difficult to tell who was enjoying the
occasion more - the room of leg-
endary racers getting to enjoy
some rare time to interact or those
in the audience taking it all in.

Indianapolis Motor Speedway
President Doug Boles presented
racing pioneer Augie Duesenberg
for induction, sharing some fasci-
nating background on the innova-
tor. NHRA Funny Car champion
Ron Capps was making his first
ever trip to Daytona Beach for the
event, which honored his team
owner Schumacher. And his former
team owner NHRA legend Don
Prudhomme introduced Vaughn for
her induction. 

There were sports car greats
such as Hurley Haywood, Elliott
Forbes-Robinson and Brian Red-
man laughing with motorcycle stars
such as Jeff Ward and off-road leg-
end Walker Evans. Indy 500 winner
Alexander Rossi was there, as was
five-time and reigning IndyCar
champion Scott Dixon, who intro-
duced his good friend Franchitti for
induction.

And NASCAR was well repre-
sented, from NASCAR Hall of
Famer Bobby Allison and his
brother Donnie to team owner Chip
Ganassi and series executives
such as Mike Helton.
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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL -
NASCAR today an-
nounced the 20 nomi-
nees for the NASCAR
Hall of Fameʼs Class
of 2020, as well as the
five nominees for the
Landmark Award for
Outstanding Contribu-
tions to NASCAR. 

The list includes six first-time
NASCAR Hall of Fame nominees
whose careers spanned the en-
tirety of NASCAR.

Among them are a NASCAR
Xfinity Series pioneer and two-time
champion (Sam Ard), an original
member of the “Alabama Gang”
(Neil Bonnett), a Daytona 500 win-
ner (Marvin Panch), a short track
ace (Jim Paschal), a three-time
Cup Series champion (Tony Stew-
art) and the first master mechanic
in NASCAR (Red Vogt).

Stewart was nominated in his
first year of eligibility, and could join
Jeff Gordon as a second consecu-
tive first-ballot Hall of Famer.

The nominees were selected by
a nominating committee consisting
of representatives from NASCAR
and the NASCAR Hall of Fame,
track owners, and media. The com-
mitteeʼs votes were tabulated by
accounting firm EY.

From the list of 20 NASCAR Hall
of Fame nominees, five inductees
will be elected by the NASCAR Hall
of Fame Voting Panel, which in-
cludes a nationwide fan vote on
NASCAR.com. Voting Day for the

2020 class will be Wednesday, May
22. 

Added to this yearʼs list of Land-
mark Award nominees are Edsel
Ford II, Mike Helton and Dr. Joseph
Mattioli. Two nominees return for
the Landmark Award: Alvin
Hawkins and Ralph Seagraves
(more on each below). Potential
Landmark Award recipients include
competitors or those working in the
sport as a member of a racing or-
ganization, track facility, race team,
sponsor, media partner or being a
general ambassador for the sport
through a professional or non-pro-
fessional role. Award winners re-
main eligible for NHOF
enshrinement.

Following are the 20 nominees
for induction into the NASCAR Hall
of Fame, listed alphabetically:

•Sam Ard, NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries pioneer and two-time cham-
pion

•Buddy Baker, won 19 times in
the NASCAR Cup Series, including
the Daytona 500 and Southern 500

•Neil Bonnett, won 18 times in
the NASCAR Cup Series, including
consecutive Coca-Cola 600 victo-
ries

•Red Farmer, three-time Late
Model Sportsman champion; 1956
Modified champion

•Ray Fox, legendary engine
builder, crew chief and car owner

•Harry Gant, winner of 18
NASCAR Cup Series races, includ-
ing two Southern 500 victories

•Joe Gibbs, combined for nine
car owner championships in Cup

and XFINITY series
•John Holman, won two

NASCAR Cup Series champi-
onships as co-owner of Holman-
Moody Racing

•Harry Hyde, 1970 NASCAR
Cup Series championship crew
chief

• Bobby Labonte, won a champi-
onship in both the Cup Series and
XFINITY Series

• Hershel McGriff, 1986
NASCAR west series champion

•Ralph Moody, won two
NASCAR Cup Series champi-
onships as co-owner of Holman-
Moody Racing

•Marvin Panch, won 17 times in
the NASCAR Cup Series, including
the 1961 Daytona 500

•Jim Paschal, 23 of his 25
NASCAR Cup Series wins came
on short tracks

•Larry Phillips, only five-time
NASCAR weekly series national
champion

•Ricky Rudd, won 23 times in
NASCAR Cup Series, including the
1997 Brickyard 400

•Mike Stefanik, winner of record-
tying nine NASCAR championships

•Tony Stewart, three-time
NASCAR Cup Series champion,
two-time Brickyard 400 winner

•Red Vogt, the first master me-
chanic of NASCAR, and a founding
member

•Waddell Wilson, won three
NASCAR Cup Series champi-
onships as an engine builder

The five nominees for the Land-
mark Award, listed alphabetically,
are as follows…

•Edsel Ford II, Member of the
Board of Directors for Ford Motor
Company, long-time NASCAR sup-
porter

•Alvin Hawkins, NASCARʼs first
flagman; established NASCAR rac-
ing at Bowman Gray Stadium with

Bill France Sr.
•Mike Helton, named third pres-

ident of NASCAR in 2000; career
included track operator roles at At-
lanta Motor Speedway and Tal-
ladega Superspeedway

•Dr. Joseph Mattioli, founder of
Pocono Raceway

•Ralph Seagraves, formed
groundbreaking Winston-NASCAR
partnership as executive with R.J.
Reynolds Tobacco Company

NASCAR Hall of Fame Nomina-
tion Eligibility

•Drivers who have competed in
NASCAR for at least 10 years and
been retired for two years are eligi-
ble for nomination to the NHOF. If
extenuating circumstances cause a
driverʼs eligibility to be in question,
NASCAR will review and determine
if any adjustments are needed prior
to the Nomination Committee
Meeting.

•In addition, drivers who have
competed for a minimum of 10
years and reached their 55th birth-
day on or before Dec. 31 of the
year prior to the nominating year
are immediately eligible for the
NHOF. 

• Any driver who has competed
for 30 or more years in NASCAR
competition by Dec. 31 of the year
prior to the nominating year is au-
tomatically eligible, regardless of
age.

•Drivers may continue to com-
pete after reaching any of the
aforementioned milestones without
compromising eligibility for nomina-
tion or induction. 

•For non-drivers, individuals
must have worked at least 10 years
in the NASCAR industry. 

•Individuals may also be consid-
ered who made significant achieve-
ments in the sport, but left the sport
early due to a variety of circum-
stances.
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Bristol Motor
Speedway

BRISTOL, TN - As
the countdown to April
continues at Bristol
Motor Speedway, a
host of new fan en-
hancements are being
offered to guests at-
tending the Food City
500 weekend, April 5-
7.

New amenities
and experiences on
tap include:

• The Turn 1 Tav-
ern, the only combined
indoor/outdoor suite at
BMS. The climate-

controlled area of the suite features
a cigar-lounge feel, complete with
leather, theatre-style seating, brick
walls reminiscent of a speakeasy,
and an impressive selection of
bourbon and other spirits. Want
more of an open-air racing experi-
ence? Grab the cigar and/or bever-
age of your choice and step outside
onto the rooftop deck to enjoy the
best views the Last Great Colos-
seum has to offer.

• Grandstand entertainment
comes to life with the addition of
the BMS Fun Squad. Watch for
these Speedway ambassadors as
they hand out prizes and rev up the
crowd during cautions, stage
breaks and more.

• In addition to the food and bev-
erage locations available on the
concourse level, BMS is introduc-
ing a series of Half-Mile Hangout
locations. These lounge areas will
offer fans comfortable seating, free
Wi-Fi, charging stations, games
and craft beer selections.

• Earlier this month, BMS an-
nounced a bigger, bolder and
louder pre-race pit party during the
Food City 500. The dynamic pre-
race show will amplify driver intro-
ductions with a pumped-up
backdrop of pyrotechnics, smoke
and energized music set on a stage
in the pits along the frontstretch.
Country music superstar Randy
Houser will ignite pre-race festivi-
ties with his distinctive sound.

• And finally, NASCARʼs Track-
side Live, with fan favorites Jose
Castillo and Amy Long, returns to
deliver more driver access, live
music and entertainment options,
plus worldwide broadcasts from the
stage, which serves as a center-
piece for the BMS Fan Zone near
the famed Bristol elevator tower.

“We always listen to our guests
and incorporate ideas to improve
the customer experience for
NASCAR enthusiasts of all ages,”
said Jerry Caldwell, executive vice

president and general manager of
BMS. “Our goal is always to ex-
ceed expectations in everything we
do and these new enhancements
move us forward in that mission.”

Tickets for the Food City 500
weekend are still available, and
fans are encouraged to purchase
before March 16, when adult ticket
prices increase. Kidsʼ tickets (12
and under) are free and adult tick-
ets are $10 for Bushʼs Beans Pole
Day on Friday, April 5. On Satur-
day, April 6, kids' tickets are free
and adult tickets start at $35 for the
Alsco 300 NASCAR Xfinity Series
race and the Zombie Auto 150
NASCAR K&N Series event. On
Sunday, April 7, adult tickets start
at $50 (until March 16) for the Food
City 500 and kids' tickets are $10.
For all races, each child must have
a physical ticket in hand to enter
the gates. The Bristol Motor Speed-
way ticket office is the only author-
ized location that can produce the
free kids' tickets.

Fans who want to get up close
to on-track festivities are encour-
aged to add a Pre-Race Pit Stop
pass to their race weekend experi-
ence. The pass provides several
amenities, including a cold pass for
infield access, opportunities to see
the teams and haulers up close,
access to Food City 500 pre-race
ceremonies, including the pre-race
concert featuring Randy Houser as
well as driver intros.

To purchase tickets to the Food
City 500, please call 423-BRISTOL
or buy them online at www.BRIS-
TOLTIX.com. Tickets can also be
purchased directly from any neigh-
borhood Food City store.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - A high-voltage

arena rock show fueled by Monster
Energy is coming to Americaʼs
Home for Racing on May 18. Fol-
lowing the Monster Energy
NASCAR All-Star Race at Charlotte
Motor Speedway, Hairball – an ac-
claimed group of performers who
specialize in 1980s hair metal
music – will electrify the speed-
wayʼs infield by mixing spectacular
pyrotechnics with a first-of-its-kind,
post-race concert experience.

Known for their unique, over-
the-top rock performances hear-
kening back to chart-topping
entertainers like Van Halen, KISS,
Motley Crue, Queen, Journey, and
Aerosmith, Hairball will put the per-
fect finishing touches on a night
when racing star power meshes
with the raw power of electric gui-
tars. The band – whose concerts
include elaborate costume
changes and can feature up to 20

performers – brings arena rock to
outdoor venues through extrava-
gant mixes of rocking songs, fire,
smoke, giant video screens and
true-to-form stage presences.

The 60-minute concert will take
place in the infield between Turns
1 and 2 and will get underway once
the smoke clears from the 35th run-
ning of NASCARʼs wheel-to-wheel,
Monster Energy NASCAR All-Star
tilt among superstars like Jimmie
Johnson, Kurt and Kyle Busch,
Chase Elliott and Joey Logano.

“Itʼs only right that the biggest
all-star event in sports will have the
biggest prime-time entertainment
before, during and after the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR All-Star
Race,” said Charlotte Motor Speed-
way Executive Vice President and
General Manager Greg Walter.
“When you factor in pop stars like
AJR performing our pre-race con-
cert for a millennial crowd and a
wild, post-race rock performance
from Hairball for my generation,
weʼre going to have the best show
for fans – no matter if theyʼre three
years old or 103.”

TICKETS: Tickets to the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR All-Star Race
– which feature access to the pre-
race AJR concert, All-Star Race
qualifying, the Monster Energy
Open, the All-Star Race and the
post-race Hairball concert – start at
just $39 for adults. Kids 13 and
under get in for just $10 with a pay-
ing adult. For tickets to all of Char-
lotte Motor Speedwayʼs events,
including the 60th running of the
Coca-Cola 600 on May 26, visit
www.charlottemotorspeedway.com
/tickets.

FOLLOW US: Keep track of all
of Charlotte Motor Speedwayʼs at-
tractions and events by following
on Twitter and Instagram or be-
come a Facebook fan. Keep up
with all the latest news and infor-
mation with the Charlotte Motor
Speedway mobile app.

Michigan Intʼl Speedway
BROOKLYN, MI - The entertain-

ment at Michigan International
Speedway during the FireKeepers
Casino 400 race week in June and
the Consumers Energy 400 race
week in August will
provide something
for every guest. Fans
will want to make
plans today to see all
the action at
NASCARʼs Most En-
tertaining Track.

The entertainment
is not limited to Sat-
urdays and Sundays.
It is truly a week-long

event for fans looking for the best
action at NASCARʼs Most Enter-
taining track. The campers can talk
to the spirits as a medium walks
through the campground. They will
even be able to play bingo and get
a workout in. The fan plaza will fea-
ture the ever popular ZOOper-
stars!, a special trampoline stunt
show and even STEM-related edu-
cational activities. 

“We continue to look for ways to
add value for our fans and are ex-
cited to add more entertainment
this year,” track President Rick
Brenner said. “We are excited to
provide memorable experiences for
our fans who come just for the
races or those who camp with us.
We strive to make Michigan Inter-
national Speedway the place to be
on race week.” 

Fans can check out www.mis-
peedway.com/entertainment for all
the entertainment options that are
planned for the June and August
race weeks at MIS. Guests will
want to arrive extra early this sea-
son to take advantage of all the op-
tions that are available. 

After blasting off and flying
through the air to entertain the
crowd and drivers in 2018, the
human cannon ball will make a re-
turn to showcase his skills. Guests
will want to be in their seat early to
see the human cannon ball before
the FireKeepers Casino 400. Don't
miss David "The Bullet" Smith AGT,
the World's Most Accomplished
human cannonball, as he flies
through the air above the tri-oval.
Smith has been featured on Amer-
ica's Got Talent and is a Guinness
World Record holder.

In the fan plaza, fans will want to
make a scheduled stop to watch an
impressive display of athletic
prowess in the Flippenoutʼs Ex-
treme Trampoline Show. The ath-
letes will perform acrobatic single,
double and triple flips. The shows
keep the hype up with an awesome
soundtrack and is action packed
from start to finish. Every show
ends with their world famous
sky high belly drops.

In-Campground Entertainment:
• Movie – Grab your popcorn 

(Continued Next Page)
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Continued…

and enjoy the movie
on the big screen.
Campers can watch
Bumblebee on Thurs-
day in June and In-
credibles 2 on
Thursday in August. 

• Medium – Make
connections to loved
ones in spirit deliver-
ing messages and
guidance full of laugh-
ter, love, insight and
healing during a spe-
cial messages from
the spirit session. 

• Late Night Party
– Be sprayed by paint and foam
while listening to the DJ until 2 a.m.

• Concerts – There will be musi-
cal performances all weekend long
throughout the campgrounds.  

• Fitness Program – The track is
offering yoga, Zumba and pound
classes from the Jackson YMCA to
those who donʼt want to miss a
workout. 

• Dueling pianos – Watch as two
dynamic piano players entertain
the crowd.

• Bingo – All the campers will
have the opportunity to lay claim to
being the best at MIS. 

• Face Painters – Kids can get
their faces painted. 

• Magician – Be prepared to be
in awe as a magician roams the
campground. 

• Church service – Every camp-
ground will have a non-denomina-
tional service on Sunday morning. 

Fan Plaza Entertainment: 
• Aerial Acts – Look skyward as

performers test the limits of gravity
with aerial straps. 

• Trampoline Shows – Flippe-
nout's Extreme Trampoline Shows
utilizes top professional athletes
from all around the country. Its
shows keep the hype up with awe-
some soundtracks and is action
packed from start to finish.  

• Ann Arbor Hands on Museum
– The track is now an educational
opportunity for your children. The
museum will have six STEM-re-
lated opportunities to provide
hands-on experiences. 

• ZOOperstars! – A one of a kind,
hilarious mascot inflatable enter-
tainment show will take over the
fan plaza. 

• Bands – Fans can sit back and
listen to music of a different band
each day. 

• Great Lakes Timber Show –
The Lumberjack show features
chainsaw carving, axe throwing,
wood chopping, one and two-man
crosscut sawing, modified chain

sawing, log rolling and loads of
clean family humor. 

• Timber Art – Checkout what
can be created from a wood log by
professional wood carvers. 

• Chalk Artists – Two profes-
sional artists will decorate the fan
plaza pavement. 

• Cornhole – Prove that you are
the best at playing cornhole. 

• Strolling Street Performers –
Variety of acts including stilt walk-
ers, contact jugglers, object manip-
ulation and cube spinning.

• Face Painters – Kids can get
their faces painted. 

• Magician – Be prepared to be
amazed in the pit road suites when
the magicians visit. 

You can even have your band in
the campgrounds. The speedway
is looking for bands to play both
race weekends. All you have to do
is send detailed information about
your band and a video to promo-
tions@mispeedway.com. 

Sunday ticket holders can stick
around on Saturdays for a free
post-race concert. Warrant, Love
and Theft and Loverboy will enter-
tain the crowd after the NASCAR
XFINITY Series LTi Printing 250 on
June 8. After the NASCAR Gander
Outdoors Truck Series Corrigan Oil
200 on Aug. 11 it will be Sawyer
Brown, Skid Row and Grand Funk
Railroad performing in the post-
race concert. 

Tickets start at $39 for the Fire-
Keepers Casino 400 on June 9 and
the Consumers Energy 400 on
Aug. 11. Fans can find the perfect
campsite for their families and
friends in any of the different camp-
grounds at the track starting at
$160. Fans can purchase tickets
and campsites at www.mispeed-
way.com or by calling 888-905-
7223.

Children 12 and under are ad-
mitted free on Fridays and Satur-

days. On Sundays, children 12 and
under tickets start at $15.  Children
12 and under can attend three days
of NASCAR action for just $15, en-
suring families a weekend of fun at
affordable prices.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Charge up

your proton pack, calibrate the PKE
meter and empty all traps into the
containment unit, because the April
4-7 Pennzoil AutoFair at Charlotte
Motor Speedway will celebrate all
things “Ghostbusters” with a visit
from an “Ectomobile” spirit trans-
port replica.

When the movie “Ghostbusters”
premiered in 1984, it became the
highest-grossing film of the year
and made a star out of a white-and-
red 1959 Cadillac Miller-Meteor
ambulance/hearse. The Caddy,
known as ECTO-1 or the Ectomo-
bile, was loaded with all manner of
spirit-hunting equipment and
sported the now-famous “no
ghosts” emblem on each front door.
A 1989 sequel, “Ghostbusters II,”
featured an updated ECTO-1a built
on a different 1959 Cadillac, while
the 2016 reboot, “Ghostbusters:
Answer the Call,” starred a white-
and-pink ECTO-1 built on a 1984
Cadillac.

In the ensuing 35 years, “Ghost-
busters” fans from all over the
world have been creating their own
versions of the Ectomobile. One of
the finest examples of an ECTO-1
tribute car belongs to Barrie J.
Clark of Fort Mill, South Carolina.
Clark and his team spent more
than 1,200 hours restoring a 1974
Cadillac Miller-Meteor hearse and
outfitting it with a monstrously large
472ci V-8 (for those urgent exor-
cisms). Clarkʼs ECTO-1, which
spends most of its time at charity
events, childrenʼs hospitals, birth-
day parties, and parades, is fully

equipped with a custom ectoplasm
containment system, ecto goggles,
and loudspeakers that play the oth-
erworldly warning siren from the
first movie. The roof rack is stacked
high with wraith-wrangling appara-
tus, most of which was handmade
by Clarkʼs crew.

Clark is a member of the Ghost-
busters of North Carolina organiza-
tion, and the ECTO-1 tribute car
acts as a centerpiece for many of
the groupʼs public activities. It can
often be seen on the streets of
Charlotte and surrounding areas,
looking for wayward spirits.

During all four days of the April
4-7 Pennzoil AutoFair, the Ghost-
busters tribute car will share exhibit
space with a motorized Rocket
Ship Car carnival ride, a 60th an-
niversary display of Chevroletʼs El
Caminos, a collection of Bonneville
Salt Flats racers, and a handful of
Ridler Award-winning custom ma-
chines.

MORE INFO: The Pennzoil Aut-
oFair features more than 50 car
club displays and more than 10,000
vendor spaces offering an array of
automotive parts and memorabilia.
More than 1,500 collectible vehi-
cles of all makes and models will
be available for sale in the car cor-
ral that rings the 1.5-mile super-
speedway. In addition, kids can
enjoy face-painting, bounce
houses, and other games and en-
tertainment in the Play Zone. Hours
for the April 4-7 Pennzoil AutoFair
are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Thursday
through Saturday, and 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. Sunday.

TICKETS: Single-day tickets are
$13 each day for adults. Admission
is FREE for children 13 and under
with an adult. A 4-Day Weekend
Pass is available for just $32. To
buy tickets, AutoFair attendees can
call the speedway ticket office at 1-
800-455-FANS (3267), shop online
at www.charlottemotor speedway.com,
or buy them at the gate.

FOLLOW US: Keep track of
Pennzoil AutoFair attractions and
events by following on Twitter and
Instagram or become a Facebook
fan. Keep up with all the latest
news and information with the
Charlotte Motor Speedway mobile
app.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - After its suc-

cess last fall, Talladega Super-
speedway is bringing back a fan
favorite - the popular Saturday Pre-
Race Pass, which allows fans to
witness the action and morning ac-
tivities from “pit alley” on Satur-
day,April 27, prior to the MoneyLion  

(Continued Next Page)
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Barrie J. Clark of Fort Mill, South Carolina will be bringing his ECTO-
1 tribute car to the Penzoil AutoFair at Charlotte Motor Speedway.
(Barrie J. Clark photo)
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300 NASCAR Xfinity
Series (NXS) race.

From a desig-
nated fenced area
behind pit road, fansʼ
a c c e s s i b i l i t y
stretches from in
front of Gatorade Vic-
tory Lane all the way
to the entrance of the
Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
(MENCS) garage,
and will give fans an
up-close view of the
vast preparations by
the race teams from

down in the trenches for the
MoneyLion 300 for the NXS, which
will run later in the day at noon
CDT. In addition, there will be
“Open Garages” Saturday morning
for both the MENCS for the GEICO
500, which is set for Sunday, April
28, and the NXS - and will be avail-
able to the first 300 guests at each
garage.

Specifically, with a $25 (cost for
adults and kids) Saturday Pre-
Race Pass, fans will have the fol-
lowing viewing opportunities:

• NXS teamsʼ prep for qualifying
as well as the MoneyLion 300 race
later in the day

• NXS cars on-track for qualify-
ing (9:10 a.m. CDT) for the Money-
Lion 300

• NXS “Open Garage” (8 a.m. –
9 a.m. CDT) where first 300 fans
with a Saturday Pre-Race Pass get
to take a self-guided tour and see
the teams, cars and haulers of the
NXS

• MENCS “Open Garage” (9
a.m. – 11 a.m. CDT) where first 300
fans with a Saturday Pre-Race
Pass get to take a self-guided tour
and see the teams, cars and
haulers of the MENCS

• At conclusion of qualifying for
the MoneyLion 300, at approxi-
mately 11:15 a.m. CDT, walk down
pit road for access to front of stage
area at NXS Driver Intros (which
start at 11:30 a.m. CDT) prior to the
MoneyLion 300

Please note that the “Open
Garage” wristbands for both the
MENCS and the NXS are on a first-
come, first-served basis (limit of
300 for each).

To purchase a Saturday Pre-
Race Pass, fans must have a
MoneyLion 300 ticket or a 5-day in-
field camping wristband. Tickets for
the MoneyLion 300 start at only
$40 (advance-price) and tickets for
kids 12 and younger are FREE, al-
though each child must have a
“physical” admission pass that can

be reserved by calling
855.518.RACE (7223). 

Access for the Saturday Pre-
Race Pass begins at 8 a.m. CDT
and ends immediately after driver
introductions for the MoneyLion
300. Transportation will be pro-
vided to guests with grandstand
tickets via the North Tunnel Tram,
located just outside Turn 4, at 7:45
a.m. CDT. For more information on
tram routes, as well as entry and
exit routes for the Saturday Pre-
Race Pass, visit www.talladegasu-
perspeedway.com/upgrades.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - Firefly Music Fes-

tival, the east coastʼs largest music
and camping festival, has part-
nered with Visit Delaware,
Delaware Lottery, Delaware Office
of Highway Safety and DART to de-
velop the festivalʼs first multi-city
transportation program, the Visit
Delaware Shuttle Program. Making
stops at a number of popular loca-
tions, including Wilmington Station
(Amtrak), beach area hotels,
Newark (University of Delaware)
and northern Delaware area hotels,
this new transportation program will
offer fans staying throughout the
state a safe, stress-free, sober, and
environmentally-responsible way to
explore Delawareʼs Endless Dis-
coveries and travel to the 2019
Firefly Music Festival. 

“Weʼre thrilled to partner with
these community-focused organi-
zations to launch the Visit
Delaware Shuttle Program,” shared
festival director Stephanie Mez-
zano. “Fans staying throughout the
state and beyond will have a sim-
ple way to get to the festival - from
the beach, their school, or even
their homes – all without having to
stress about travel.”

“Firefly Music Festival has
helped build Delawareʼs reputation
as a top summer destination,” said
Governor John Carney. “The
launch of the Visit Delaware shut-
tle program will help festivalgoers
get safely to and from Firefly, and
give visitors more opportunities to
explore all the cool stuff our state
has to offer.” 

The Visit Delaware Shuttle will
run Friday through Sunday, trans-
porting fans along three carefully-
planned routes, with convenient
arrival (11 a.m., 1:30 p.m., 4 p.m.
and 7 p.m.) and departure (9 p.m.,
10 p.m., 12 a.m., 1 a.m., 2:30 a.m.
- 2:30 a.m. runs on Friday/Saturday
only) times from Firefly and experi-
enced and personable drivers. 

• Delaware Beach Line will make
stops at Holiday Inn Express
Bethany Beach, Hyatt Place

Dewey Beach and Sleep Inn &
Suites Rehoboth Beach

• Wilmington Line will stop at
Wilmington Station (Amtrak), Hilton
Wilmington Christiana and Hamp-
ton Inn & Suites Wilmington Chris-
tiana

• University of Delaware /
Newark line will stop at Embassy
Suites Newark-Wilmington South
and Homewood Suites Newark. 

With their travel taken care of,
fans can relax, connect with others
making the journey and get a safe,
sober ride to the festival grounds,
ready to enjoy a day of music and
fun.

For more information about Fire-
fly Music Festival, visit FireflyFesti-
val.com.

Iowa Speedway
NEWTON, IA - Multi-platinum

selling band Kansas, Grammy
Award-winning metal band Dokken
and rising country music star
Granger Smith will headline this
summerʼs NAPA Auto Parts Con-
cert Series at Iowa Speedway.

The NAPA Auto Parts Concert
Series returns for a fifth consecu-
tive year, featuring three dynamic
acts complementing six thrilling
races. As in seasons past, each in-
stallment of the NAPA Auto Parts
Concert Series will take place at
the Party Pavilion, overlooking Turn
4, following the conclusion of the
first race of each event weekend.

The 2019 NAPA Auto Parts Con-
cert Series kicks off on Saturday,
June 16, following the NASCAR
Gander Outdoors Truck Series
Iowa 200. After the trucks have
completed the 200-lap “Leftover-
ture,” Iowa Speedway fans will get
to show they are ready to “Carry on
Wayward Son” as legendary rock
band, Kansas, takes center stage.

Dokken's high-energy style and
power ballads such as "Alone
Again" will keep fans cheering fol-
lowing the ARCA Menards Series
Iowa 150 on Saturday, July 19. IN-
DYCAR will speed things up the
following day with the NTT IndyCar
Series Iowa 300, as the stars of IN-
DYCAR solidify Iowa Speedwayʼs
affirmation as the Fastest Short
Track on the Planet.

Just one week later, the NAPA
Auto Parts Concert Series will
close out in style on Friday, July 26,
starring country singer and song-
writer Granger Smith. Smith,
named Hottest Artist
to Watch in 2016 by
Taste of Country, will
perform following the
NASCAR K&N Pro
Series Caseyʼs Gen-
eral Store 150.

Single-race and event weekend
tickets can be purchased in one of
three convenient ways. Fans can
purchase tickets, access additional
information and ask questions by
visiting IowaSpeedway.com, calling
866-787-8946, or dropping by the
Ticket Office in Newton, Iowa Mon-
day through Friday between 8:00
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. CT.

Bristol Motor Speedway
SALEM, IN - The entry forms for

the much-anticipated Short Track
U.S. Nationals Presented by Voreʼs
Welding & Steel at Bristol Motor
Speedway have been released. 

The entry form for the Super
Late Models can be found at
www.cra-racing.com, www.south-
ernsuperseries.com and at
www.carsracingtour.com.

The entry form for the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Pro Late
Models race and the Van Hoy Oil
CRA Street Stocks events can be
found at www.cra-racing.com. The
advanced entry deadline for the
Super Late Models, JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour Pro Late Models and the
Van Hoy Oil CRA Street Stocks is
May 17th. Details on the entry for
the Voreʼs Compact Touring Series
powered by Mercer County Electric
will be announced at a later date.  

The Short Track U.S. Nationals
Presented by Voreʼs Welding &
Steel at Bristol Motor Speedway
has a new date and a new two-day
format for 2019 that has seen in-
creased enthusiasm for the third
addition of the event. The event will
now feature move in and open
practice for all four divisions on
May 31st, with practice, qualifying
and feature racing on Saturday,
June 1st. Sunday, June 2nd will be
the events rain date if needed.

Tickets, pit passes, and camping
are now on sale for the two-day
event with different levels of options
to customize the weekend experi-
ence. Tickets and pit passes can
be purchased on line at www.bris-
tolmotorspeedway.com. Contact
Daniel Warren at dwarren@bristol-
motorspeedway.com for more in-
formation on camping availability.

For those unable to attend the
event, Bristol Motor Speedway is
teaming up once again with
Speed51.com for the official Short
Track U.S. Nationals presented by
Voreʼs Welding & Steel Pay-Per-
View.
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411 Motor
Speedway

SEYMOUR , TN -
Itʼs been a long winter
and many have expe-
rienced cabin fever,
counting the days
down and waiting for
the arrival of spring.
What better way to
kick off the 2019 sea-
son-opening weekly
championship points
racing event at 411
Motor Speedway Sat-
urday night than to
have an almost-
packed grandstand
and 104 race cars

ready for competition in the pits.
Rusty Ballenger captured the

pole position for the Crate Late
Model feature after touring Ten-
nessee ʼs Action Track at 15.953
seconds. But Jesse Lowe of
Crossville jumped out into the lead
at the start over Ballenger, Heath
Alvey, Jason Cardwell and Trevor
Sise. Caution quickly waved when
Sise spun in the fourth turn on lap
4.

Off the double-file restart Lowe
still remained in the lead, but Bal-
lenger got shuffled back in the run-
ning order when Cardwell, Alvey
and Bradley Lewelling all got
around him as they battled for po-
sition between turns one and two.
With the race running clean-and-
green, Lowe began to put some
real estate between his closest
challengers as he pulled out to al-
most a full-straightaway advantage
at the halfway point in the 25-lap
feature. Caution on lap 18 for de-
bris on the track erased Loweʼs
huge lead.

Going back green for a run to
the finish, Lowe had the veteran
Cardwell glued to his back bumper.
But there would be no denying
Lowe a trip to victory lane as he
captured the $1,000 win over Card-
well, Alvey, Lewelling and Ballenger

Aaron Guinn was quickest at
15.965 seconds in Sportsman Late
Model qualifying earning the pole
for the 20-lap feature. Unfortu-
nately for Guinn, his race would be
short-lived as he and Jed Emert
tangled on the fourth lap to bring
out the caution.

Going back green off the double-
file restart Jake Whitehead was
showing the way out front over Ad-
dison Cardwell and Clyde Stanton,
while Hunter Kerr, Emert and Kip
Sawyer battled for position. A
strong run from the fourth spot by
Kerr ended on lap 12 when he
slowed with front-end damage to
bring the caution out.

Following the ensuing double-
file restart, Whitehead, Stanton and
Cardwell battled up front for posi-
tion. Stanton , from Strawberry
Plains, finally got around White-
head to take the lead and never
looked back as he recorded the vic-
tory over Whitehead, Cardwell,
Emert and Sawyer.

Hunt Gossum of Mayfield, Ky. ,
is only 14 years old and had never
turned a lap at 411 Motor Speed-
way . But the teenager looked like a
seasoned veteran as he was
hooked up and haulinʼ throughout
the 20-lap Open Wheel Modified
feature, leading flag-to-flag en
route to capturing the win over
Shon Flanary, Amos Bunch, Jimmy
Dalton and Ricky Tinch.

Michael Woods of White Pine
led from start-to-finish in capturing
the Modified Street feature win over
Wayne Rader, David Clark,
Dwayne Fox and Eric Hux.

Lee Merritt was the dominant
Classic driver in East Tennessee
last year, winning championships at
both 411 Motor Speedway and Vol-
unteer Speedway. Merritt, from
Knoxville , served notice heʼs out to
capture more hardware (trophy)
this season as he roared to victory
in the 20-lap feature over Mac
Lockhart, Eli Keck, Adam Engel
and Will Carey.

Josh Driskill appeared headed
to victory in the Street Stock fea-
ture, but following a restart he slid
up the track between turns one and

two, thus opening the door for both
Josh Henry and Austin Atkins to
pass him for position. Henry, from
Newport , went on to capture the
victory over Atkins, Driskill, Wayne
Rader and David Kerr. … A three-
car wreck between turns one and
two, working the second lap of the
race collected Shawn Henry, Steve
Owens and Austin LeFever, with all
three cars sustaining heavy dam-
age.

Nathan Adams of Crossville held
off Kevin Sexton to record the Front
Wheel Drive feature win. Finishing
third through fifth, respectively,
were Nicholas Adams, Jake Dun-
can and Austin Duncan.

411 Motor Speedway will be
back in action next Saturday,
March 23 with another exciting
seven division racing program.
Adult grandstand admission only
$10, with kids 12-and-under admit-
ted free.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - With the

2019 racing season right around
the corner at Dodge City Raceway
Park, racers and fans champing at
the bit have an opportunity to get
an early dose of on-track action.

Preceding the season opening
event on April 6, the exquisite dirt
track racing facility in southwest
Kansas will present a car show and
open practice on Saturday, March
23.

The car show portion of the day

will be hosted by the 3i Show that
takes place at the Western Expo
Center adjacent to the racetrack at
the intersection of US 56 and US
283.  The car show will take place
from noon until 4:00 p.m. and all
competitors are invited to bring
their cars for display.

After that, activities shift to the
racetrack itself with an open prac-
tice from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Ad-
mission to the grandstands for the
open practice is free with pit passes
$20 per person.

The car show and open practice
on March 23 leads the way into the
2019 racing season at Dodge City
Raceway Park that includes 18
nights of scheduled competition
atop the 3/8-mile clay oval and an-
other eight nights atop the newly-
constructed, 1/7-mile “Little DCRP”
that will feature Micro Sprints and
Karts.

The opening card of the year on
Saturday, April 6, will feature a full
slate of championship chase action
including the Precise Racing Prod-
ucts DCRP Sprint Cars versus the
United Rebel Sprint Series along
with the IMCA Modifieds, IMCA
Sport Modifieds, IMCA Stock Cars
and IMCA Hobby Stocks.

The complete 2019 schedule of
events at Dodge City Raceway
Park is available at
http://www.dodgecityraceway.com/
schedule/.

Dodge City Raceway Park is lo
(Continued on Next Page…)
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Jesse Lowe (No. 5) leads Heath Alvey (No. 7), Rusty Ballenger (No. 29) and Jason Cardwell (No. 07) in
the Crate Late Model feature Saturday at 411 Motor Speedway. (TODD REINERIO photo)



(Continued…)

cated on the south
edge of Dodge City,
KS, on US 283, then
0.9 miles west on US
56, then 0.1 miles
south.  For more infor-
mation, contact the
track at 620-225-3277
or check
www.dodgecityrace-
way. com.

Irwindale
Speedway

IRWINDALE, CA -
Pinnacle Peak Steak-

house, a western themed steak-
house with a history of supporting
racing in Southern California, and
Irwindale Speedway have agreed
to continue their long standing part-
nership in 2019.

With locations in Colton and San
Dimas, Pinnacle Peak Steakhouse
is famous for its "Cowboy Steak"
and laid back country atmosphere.
Co-Owner Glenn Davis has be-
come a well-known member of the
racing community over the years,
supporting race teams, tracks and
touring series across the west
coast. 

"Irwindale Speedway is thrilled
to welcome back Pinnacle Peak
Steakhouse as a partner for 2019.
Glenn and everyone at Pinnacle
Peak have been a part of Irwindale
Speedway for years and we hope
to continue that partnership for
years to come" said Irwindale
Speedway General Manager,
Kevin Stevens. 

As part of the partnership, Pin-
nacle Peak Steakhouse will be fea-
tured prominently around the
speedway and will be involved in
supporting a variety of events and
functions across the the 2019 sea-
son. 

Irwindale Speedway is located
at the 605 Freeway and Arrow
Hwy.  

Featuring both a 1/2 and
1/3  mile oval, along with an 1/8
mile dragstrip. Irwindale plays host
to a variety of motorsports themed
events including NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series and NHRA
Summit E.T. Series action. Thanks
to all the great partners of the
speedway: Sunrise Ford, High
Point Distributing, LKQ Pick Your
Part, Lucas Oil, O'Reilly's Auto
Parts, Jan's Towing, Ken Porter
Auctions, Pinnacle Peak Steak-
house, Clean Out Plumbing and
Wood's Electric. For a complete
schedule of events, visit www.ir-
windalespeedway.com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries star Kevin Harvick and his
company KHI Management are
back in Connecticut short track rac-
ing.  Partnering with Stafford
Speedway in Stafford Springs, CT
for the 2nd consecutive season,
Harvick and KHI Management are
set to present the same two weekly
bonuses to Staffordʼs SK Modi-
fied® division as last season but in-
creased from a total of $125 per
week to $250 per week.

“The program we pulled together
with the team at Stafford last year
was a lot of fun,” explained Kevin
Harvick, driver of the #4 Stewart-
Haas Racing Ford.  “I enjoyed
keeping tabs on the results up at
Stafford and we are excited to be
back again in 2019.  This year we
decided to double the bonus, $250
for the leader on lap 13 and $250
for the 13th place finisher.”

Harvick and KHI Management
joined the Stafford Speedway con-
tingency program at the beginning
of the 2018 season posting a
weekly bonus in honor of the late
driver Ted Christopher who passed
away suddenly in the fall of 2017.
Christopher, who ran the #13 for
most of his career, is the all-time
winningest driver in Stafford
Speedway history and was one of
the most celebrated drivers in short
track racing. 

“Kevin gets it, he cut his teeth on
the short tracks of the West,” ex-
plained Paul Arute of Stafford
Speedway.  “The path to the top of
the sport has changed in the last 20
years but short tracks are still here,
the weekly racer still exists, and we
are thankful that one of the top driv-
ers in the sport recognizes that.
The racing in the SK Modified® di-
vision is second to none and our
drivers are sensational talents,
throwing an additional $500 bonus
into the mix just turns up the inten-
sity on our weekly racing. A big
thank you to Kevin and KHI Man-
agement.”

In the first year of the program,
21 different drivers won the bonus
led by Keith Rocco, Michael
Christopher Jr, and Joey Cipriano,
who each won the lap-13 leader
bonus 4 times.  18 different drivers
won the 13th place finisher bonus
led by SK Modified® Rookie of the
Year David Arute.  

“Everyone here at KHI Manage-
ment knows the importance of
short track racing in our sport and
understand every dollar we can
give back to the weekly racer
helps,” continued Harvick.  “Weʼre
glad we can play a small part in the

weekly program at Stafford.  Good
luck to all the drivers at Stafford in
2019, weʼll be keeping an eye on
those results.”

The 2019 race season at
Stafford kicks off April 27th and
28th for the 48th Annual NAPA Auto
Parts Spring Sizzler.  Tickets for the
“Greatest Race in the History of
Spring” are on sale now by calling
the Speedway Box Office 860-684-
2783 or online at www.stafford-
speedway.com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Olson Apartments of Feeding Hills,
MA have renewed their commit-
ment to Stafford Speedwayʼs SK
Light contingency program for the
2019 season.  Entering their third
consecutive season as a contin-
gency partner, Olson Apartments
will provide a weekly $75 bonus to
the third place finisher in each SK
Light feature event this season.
Staffordʼs SK Light drivers will have
22 opportunities during the 2019
season to take home the Olson
Apartments bonus.

“Weʼve enjoyed supporting local
short track racing at Stafford the
last few years and weʼre looking
forward to doing it again in 2019,”
said Mark Olson, Owner of Olson
Apartments.  “By supporting the SK
Lights, Iʼm trying to support drivers
who are getting started.  Iʼve al-
ways loved the modifieds and I fig-
ure thereʼs less money in the SK
Lights than in the SK Modified® di-
vision, so this gives the drivers all
a little extra something to shoot for.
We canʼt wait for the season to get
started.”

“Weʼre excited to welcome
Olson Apartments back to the SK
Light contingency program for the
2019 season,” said Stafford Gen-
eral Manager Mark Arute.  “Itʼs
thanks to great partners like Olson
Apartments that weʼre able to offer
a contingency program and put
extra money back into our competi-
torʼs hands. We hope to continue
the relationship with Olson Apart-
ments for many more years.”

Olson Apartments serves the
Agawam and West Springfield
areas with efficiency 1 and 2 bed-
room apartments and have been
offering “Professional Service With
A Personal Touch” since 1977.  For
apartment availability and more in-
formation, please call Mark Olson
at 413-786-6462 or visit Olson
Apartments online at www.olson-
apartments.net.

“We offer efficiency as well as 1
and 2 bedroom apartments in the
Agawam and Springfield areas,”
said Olson.  “Please give me a call

at 413-786-6462 to discuss details
and availability or check the web-
site.”

Staffordʼs SK Light division will
have a new look in 2019 with a mix
of veteran and rookie drivers alike.
Marcello Rufrano and Andrew
Molleur, who won a combined 10 of
21 races last season, have both
moved up to the SK Modified® di-
vision, but there are 5 feature win-
ners from last season who are
returning with Mark Bakaj, Joey
Ferrigno, Teddy Hodgdon, Bryan
Narducci, and Alexander Pearl.
There is also a robust rookie crop
of over 10 drivers including Nick
Anglace, Steven Chapman, An-
thony Forino, Noah Korner, Sami
Anderson, Chris Bagnall, Alina Bry-
den, Jonathan Puleo, Eric Bour-
geois, and Joe McCarthy.  With
such a mix of veteran and rookie
drivers, itʼs anyoneʼs guess as to
who will be taking home wins this
season and should make for an-
other exciting season of open
wheel action.

“Iʼm always excited to see whoʼs
coming back and who is going to
be in new rides,” said Olson.  “I like
to see different winners so the con-
tingency gets spread around and I
really enjoy being able to support
local short track racing through this
contingency award.  As a contin-
gency sponsor itʼs great for me to
be able to walk through the pit area
and talk face to face with the driv-
ers and itʼs always fun keeping
track of who is winning our contin-
gency award each week.”

The first Olson Apartments con-
tingency bonus of the 2019 season
will be up for grabs during Stafford
Speedwayʼs 48th Annual NAPA
Auto Parts Spring Sizzler.  Tickets
for the “Greatest Race in the His-
tory of Spring” are on sale now by
calling the Speedway Box Office
860-684-2783 or online
at www.staffordspeedway.com.
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