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When it comes of
consistent speed,
Kevin Harvick, Kyle
Busch and Martin
Truex Jr. still are the
Big Three.

But when it comes
to using strat-
egy and cir-
cumstance to
find unique
ways to win,
thereʼs only

one – Brad Keselowski.
He survived a long after-

noon at the Las Vegas
Motor Speedway, side-
stepping slips, crashes and
oppressive heat to win for the third
consecutive time.

More important, Sundayʼs effort
came at the first race of the
NASCAR playoffs.

“We have not been the best car
the last three weeks,” Keselowski
said. “This week we were probably
a top�three or �four car. I didnʼt get
to see the 4 car [Harvick] before he
had his issue, but I thought he was
running pretty good. He was obvi-
ously in front of me at one point.
And him and the 78 [Truex] were
very strong. The 78 was clearly the
best car, and we put everything to-
gether when it counted, and kind of
stole it today.”

Keselowski proved again cham-
pionships are the result of a team
effort. Pit stops, late-race adjust-
ments, luck, strategy and, of
course, the driver make up a high-
speed ensemble that must fit per-
fectly. Any glitch, no matter how
small, in any of those areas are the
difference of talking about giving a
victory away and spraying cham-
pagne in Victory Lane.

Keselowski created a lot of his
own good luck late in the race by
being able to pick his lane for the
restarts. He easily was able to
break away while everyone else
was muscling for position.

“Brad clearly found a horse-
shoe,” Truex said after leading a
race-best 96 laps and finishing
third. “Three races in a row he's
won and he has not had the best
car. I mean, if you want to really talk
about the sport being what it is,
you've got to look at that.

“I mean, obviously he hasn't led
the most laps in any of those races,
and he showed up at the end with
good pit stops and good short-run
speed. I think clearly, it's pretty ob-

vious how it worked out. He's hot
right now. He's on a streak. That's
the way it goes.

“We finished third with the best
car.”

The Big Three took turns up
front. They combined to lead 111 of

272 laps. But Harvick
crashed, Busch went slid-
ing through the infield
grass and Truex got
bogged down in traffic in a
series of late restarts.

K e s e l o w s k i
dodged all the problems
by staying ahead of the
mayhem. His pit crew
helped him gain – and

maintain – track position. After that,
the driver did the rest.

That same formula also worked
for race victories at Darlington and
Indianapolis.

“We find a way to win as a team
when we have at least one strong
card, right? That strong card might
be a fast car, it might be fuel
mileage, it might be pit road,” Ke-
selowski said. “Over the years
we've always found a way to take
our strong card and put it in Victory
Lane, and quite honestly, the only
strong card we've had this year
until now has been the plate
tracks.”

Another reason Keselowski is
peaking at the right time is the
overall improvement made by the
entire Ford camp. 

Joey Logano, Ryan Blaney and
Aric Almirola all finished in the top
six at Las Vegas.

Counting victories by Harvick
and Kurt Busch, Fords now have
won the last five races.

Keselowski now leads the play-
off standings, but the Big Three are
lurking in the next three spots. All
are essentially safe to make the
first elimination following races at
Richmond and Charlotte in the next
two weeks.

Kyle Larson finished second on
Sunday, but heʼs way back in
eighth place in the standings. Since
heʼs winless this year, he faces a
difficult road to stay alive in the
playoffs – especially after leading
284 laps at Indianapolis and finish-
ing third and leading for 24 laps on
Sunday.

“I donʼt know, I mean you just
have to take it race by race,” Lar-
son said. “I mean, Keselowski has
got a ton of confidence right now. I
donʼt think anybody besides him

can really lean on confidence.”
Itʼs easy to have confidence

when everything is falling into place
– and other contenders are strug-
gling. In addition to the problems
suffered by Harvick and Busch,
Erik Jones, Chase Elliott, Denny
Hamlin, Jimmie Johnson, Kurt
Busch, Alex Bowman and Clint

Bowyer – all playoff drivers – had
trouble avoiding spins and crashes.

For Keselowski, it has been
nothing but smooth sailing.

“As much as I would say we're
finding ourselves taking advantage
of opportunities at a much higher
level, and with that in mind, that's
what great teams do, and I'm still
thrilled to death to see this team do
that here over these last few weeks
because I can tell you that today,
last week and the week before, we

weren't good enough to just domi-
nate a race.”

But good enough to win. And
thatʼs all that matters.
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All the Stars Aligned

for Important Win
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Brad Keselowski exits his winning Penske Ford in Las Vegas

Motor Speedwayʼs victory lane. He secured his place in the secon

round of the playoffs with the win. (NKP photo)



LAS VEGAS, NV
– In a war of attrition
that caused a multi-
tude of problems for
the majority of Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series Playoff
contenders, Brad Ke-
selowski emerged un-

scathed with his third straight
victory in the series and the 500th
triumph for Team Penske in all
forms of racing combined.

Sundayʼs South Point 400 at Las
Vegas Motor Speedway, the Play-
off opener for NASCARʼs foremost
series, went to overtime, lasting
five laps longer than the scheduled
267. But Keselowski held the top
spot through three tension-laden
restarts to beat runner-up Kyle Lar-
son to the finish line by 1.276 sec-
onds on the final two-lap shootout.

With his third victory of the sea-
son, his third at  Las Vegas and the
27th of his career, Keselowski
guaranteed himself a spot in the
second round of the Playoffs.

“Team Penske—500 wins
today,” Keselowski said. “Itʼs a
huge day for the Captain (team
owner Roger Penske). I expect
heʼs watching (from the IndyCar
season finale at Sonoma Race-
way). Hey, boss!

“To start off the Playoffs with a
win is really strong. I know itʼs three
in a row and all that great stuff, but

itʼs really a testament to this team…
We werenʼt as fast as the 78 car
(third-place finisher Martin Truex
Jr.), but we nailed the pit stops and
the restarts.”

Most of the 16 Playoff con-
tenders just got nailed—and deci-
sively.

Kevin Harvick, the series leader
in victories with seven this year,
blew a tire on Lap 148 and rock-
eted into the Turn 1 wall. Pole win-
ner Erik Jones, running behind
Harvick, couldnʼt avoid the wreck
and plowed into Harvickʼs Ford.
Both cars were eliminated, with
Harvick finishing 39th and Jones
40th.

In a similar incident in Turn 4 on
Lap 212, Chase Elliott was col-
lected against the outside wall
when Jamie McMurrayʼs Chevrolet
turned sideways in front of him. El-
liott fell out of the race in 36th
place.

Denny Hamlinʼs spin off Turn 4
on Lap 247 caused the ninth cau-
tion and subsequent restart that al-
lowed Keselowski to take the lead
from Larson, who had passed the
No. 2 Team Penske Ford on Lap
245 and had the long-run speed to
win the race, had the event stayed
incident-free to the finish.

Jimmie Johnson showed some
of his best speed of the season, but
his No. 48 Chevrolet sustained
heavy damage in a Lap 257 acci-

dent that also involved Playoff driv-
ers Clint Bowyer, Alex Bowman
and Kurt Busch. Johnson, a seven-
time series champion, finished
22nd, two laps down, one position
behind Busch and one ahead of
Bowyer.

Bowman came home 19th and
currently occupies the 12th position
in the standings, with the Playoff
field set to be cut from 16 drivers to
12 two races hence at Charlotte.

Kyle Busch sur-
vived contact with
the outside wall, a
spin through the in-
field grass and dam-
age to the front of
his No. 18 Toyota to
finish seventh.

Truex, who won
the first stage, took
the series lead by
two points over Kyle
Busch. Keselowski
is 18 points back in
third place, with Har-
vick 27 points be-
hind in fourth,
thanks to the 50
Playoff points he ac-
cumulated during
the regular season.

The four drivers
currently on the out-

side when it comes to advancing to
the next round are Johnson, Elliott,
Jones and Hamlin.

Five of the raceʼs 12 cautions
came in the last 40 laps, as the ac-
cidents took their toll on one Playoff
driver after another.

“I didnʼt think it was ever going to
end,” said Keselowski, the third
driver to win three consecutive
races this season, joining Harvick
and Kyle Busch. “I was worried
about running out of gas there at
the end.” 

Team Penske drivers Joey
Logano and Ryan Blaney ran
fourth and fifth, respectively. Aric
Almirola finished sixth and Playoff
driver Austin Dillon came home
11th after starting from the rear of
the field because of unapproved
adjustments to the body of his car.

“Brad clearly found a horse-
shoe,” said Truex, the defending
series champion. “Three races in a
row he's won, and he has not had
the best car. 

“Obviously, he hasn't led the
most laps in any of those races,
and he showed up at the end with
good pit stops and good short run
speed. I think, clearly, it's pretty ob-
vious how it worked out. He's hot
right now. He's on a streak. That's
the way it goes.”
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Brad Keselowski Wins

a Vegas Race that

Trips Up Most Playoff

Contenders

Brad Keselowski celebrates winning the first of the playoff races

guaranteeing his place in the next stage toward the championship.

(DAVID GRIFFIN photo)

Brad Keselowski (2) leads teammate Joey Logano (22) in a tight and confusing

final laps of the South Point 400 at Las Vegas. (DAVID GRIFFIN photo(



LAS VEGAS, NV -
Two weeks ago at
Darlington, Ross
Chastain showcased
his potential in the No.
42 Chip Ganassi Rac-
ing Chevrolet, leading
90 laps before falling
out of the race in a
dust-up with veteran
Kevin Harvick.

In Saturdayʼs DC Solar 300 at
Las Vegas Motor Speedway, his
second trip in Ganassiʼs car, Chas-
tain closed the deal, surviving three
restarts in the final 20 laps to earn
his first NASCAR Xfinity Series vic-
tory in his 132nd start.

Chastain led 180 of 200 laps
and swept all stages at the 1.5-mile
track. To cement the victory, he
held off five-time winner Justin All-
gaier, who clinched the regular-
season championship and
accompanying 15-Playoff-point
bonus.

“Holy cow! Iʼm just a watermelon
farmer from Florida—Iʼm not sup-
posed to do that,” said Chastain,
who carried one of his trademark
watermelons to Victory Lane. “This
shows you anything in your life is
possible. I gave one away at Dar-
lington, and this was awesome rac-
ing.

“I never thought this would hap-
pen. Itʼs incredible. Allgaier was
awesome. Heʼs insane. I had to

play possum there (on the restarts)
and then changed it up. The car
was just amazing. This was all we
could ask for. We did it!”

In a car that showed its superi-
ority on longer runs, Chastain was
forced to win the race in short
sprints. Vinnie Millerʼs spin on Lap
175 caused the sixth caution and
forced a restart on Lap 181. Trying
to side-draft Allgaier right after the
cars took off, Chastain brushed the
side of Allgaierʼs No. 7 JR Motor-

sports Chevrolet and kept the lead.
On a Lap 188 restart, after

Chase Briscoeʼs brutal crash into
the inside backstretch wall, Chas-
tain moved up the track to block All-
gaierʼs run into Turn 1—and kept
the lead.

On the final restart with five laps
left, after a five-car pileup slowed
the race for the eighth time, Chas-
tain cleared Allgaier through Turns
1 and 2 but got a tap from the No.
7 car that propelled him forward
down the backstretch. 

Chastain pulled out to a 1.629-
second lead at the finish.

Allgaier confessed to a moment
of frustration after the side-to-side
contact on Lap 181 but had cooled
down by the time the final restart

rolled around.
“I tried everything I could do to

pass him as clean as I could,” All-
gaier said. “That restart there, I
thought we had a good shot at it.
We had done a good job on the
regular-season championship and
had locked it up… what I was afraid
of was blowing the left-rear tire. We
had made contact right at the left
rear tire, and that was my biggest
fear.

“But Ross did a great job today
and had by far the best car… At the
end of the day, itʼs cool to see him
get the win. If we couldnʼt do it, Iʼm
glad to see him get the win.”
Cole Custer ran third and claimed
a bonus of 10 Playoff points for fin-
ishing second in the regular sea-
son. 

Christopher Bell was fourth, fol-
lowed by Elliott Sadler. Ryan
Preece, Brandon Jones, Ryan
Truex, Austin Cindric and Spencer
Gallagher completed the top 10.

A bone-jarring wreck in Turn 4
interrupted Chastainʼs dominance
of the first two stages. Matt Tiiftʼs
No. 2 Chevrolet turned sideways in
the middle of the corner, right into
the path of Ryan Reedʼs No. 16
Ford. Reed slammed into the front-
left of Tifftʼs Chevy, and both cars
rocketed into the outside wall.

Reed climbed from his car and
sat down on the asphalt, leaning
against the car door as he collected
himself.

“I havenʼt seen the replay, so I
don't know exactly what hap-
pened,” Reed said after exiting the
infield care center. “Not sure if he
lost a tire or what. That was a tough
one. Knocked the wind out of me
pretty bad. The right side is all

banged up. 
“Iʼm all good. Nothing bro-

ken or anything. Iʼll just be
sore tomorrow. Thankfully,
everyone on our Ford Mus-
tang worked really hard this
weekend. I feel like we were
getting it better and able to
run the top 10 once we got the
car a little better. It just got cut
short, unfortunately.”

The only consola-
tion for the early exit is that
Tifft already had secured a
position in the Playoffs, and
Reed locked himself into the
final berth despite falling out
in 35th place.

Cindric also claimed a po-
sition in the Playoffs, which
will feature the following 12
drivers, in order of seeding:
Allgaier, Bell, Sadler, Custer,
Tyler Reddick, Chastain,
Daniel Hemric, Jones, Tifft,
Truex, Cindric and Reed.
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s Ross Chastain Scores

Career-Changing

Victory at Las Vegas

Ross Chastain salutes the crowd during his celebration after win-

ning the DC Solar 300 Saturday. (NIGEL KINRADEL PHOTOGRA-

Race winner Ross Chastain (42) battles with Justin Allgaier (7) for position. Allgaier finished out the day

with the regular XFINITY  Season Championship honors. (DAVID GRIFFIN photo)



LAS VEGAS, NV -
It took three overtimes
for Grant Enfinger to
get his first victory of
the season, with a win
that represented a
giant leap in the
NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series

Playoffs.
In the second race of the post-

season, Enfinger went from eighth
in the Playoff standings to a guar-
anteed berth in the second round
when he held off charging Johnny
Sauter in the third overtime to win
the World of Westgate 200 at Las
Vegas Motor Speedway by .142
seconds.

Brett Moffitt led the field to the
green flag in all three overtimes,
coming within 200 feet of winning in
the second extra period before a
multicar wreck caused the 11th
caution and forced NASCAR to
red-flag the race on Lap 138.

When Moffit came to the final
restart, his No. 16 Toyota failed to
pick up fuel, and Enfinger, who
restarted second, surged into the
lead. Having to work his way
around Moffittʼs sputtering truck,

Sauter fell back and ran out of time
in a race that went 10 laps beyond
its scheduled distance of 134 laps.

The second straight Playoff race
produced a first-time winner this
season, with Justin Haley having
triumphed Aug. 26 at Canadian Tire
Motorsport Park. 

With berths in the second round
secure, Enfinger and Haley can
race stress-free in the Oct. 13 cut-
off at Talladega Superspeedway,
Enfingerʼs home track.

“Thereʼs only two of us comfort-
able going into Talladega, and Iʼm
one of those two,” said Enfinger,
who knew he had a strong No. 98
ThorSport Racing Ford entering the
race. “Itʼs kind of the culmination of
the whole year. 

“Weʼve put together the pieces
needed to win a race individually
but not as a whole as a group. The
truck was great – we had the best
truck out there.”

Sauter might take issue with as-
sertion. His No. 21 GMS Racing
Chevrolet improved throughout the
event, but Sauterʼs Achilles heel
was the restarts.

“My restarts absolutely sucked
tonight—just awful,” Sauter said.

From first to second gear, it was
terrible. The 16 (Moffitt ran out of
gas, and I had to snake around
that, and we just lost a little bit of
momentum.

“Weʼve just got a little work to do.
Obviously, we had the fastest truck
the last half of the race.”

Sauter, at least, goes into Tal-
ladega with the series lead, 17
points ahead of pole winner Noah
Gragson, who overcame a cut tire
and a commitment line violation to
finish 18th. With the Playoff field set
to be trimmed from eight drivers to
six after Talladega, Ben Rhodes
(fourth Friday) and Stewart Friesen
(17th after three spins) are the two
drivers on the outside, but both are
within close range of fifth-place fin-

isher Matt Crafton, who is fifth in
the standings.

Haley took advantage of the late
restarts to finish third ahead of
Rhodes and Crafton. Moffitt came
home 11th after his truck finally
picked up fuel on the next-to-last
lap.

Enfingerʼs win came after crew
chief Jeff Hensley opted for a no-
tire call following Enfingerʼs victory
in the second stage. An opportune
caution on Lap 100 gave Enfinger a
chance to gain a tire advantage,
and he used the fresh rubber to
charge through the field.

Enfingerʼs spotter, ThorSport
general manager David Pepper,
picked up the victory in his 500th
race.
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Grant Enfinger Gets

Breakthrough

NASCAR Truck Series

Win at Las Vegas

Grantt Enfinger (98) crosses the finish line ahead of Johnny Sauter (21) in the third overtime to win the World of Westgate 200 at Las

Vegas Motor Speedway. (DAVID GRIFFIN photo)

Grant Enfinger applies the winnerʼs sticker after scoring his first

truck victory of the season. (MATT SULLIVAN/GETTY IMAGES

photo)



LAS VEGAS, NV -
It ainʼt over until the
checkered flag flies.

Sheldon Creed
proved that on Thurs-
day evening at the Las
Vegas Motor Speed-
way Dirt Track, as he
won the Star Nursery
100 to earn the first
NASCAR K&N Pro
Series victory of his
young career.

He inherited the top spot when
dirt track ace and NASCAR Xfinity
Series regular Christoper Bell was
black flagged for a restart violation
with five laps to go while leading.
Bell had driven through the field
after suffering early contact and
was cruising when a late caution
gave Creed the opportunity to grab
the win.

Creed was able to hold off a
hard-charging Hailie Deegan in
overtime to earn the victory in the
No. 40 United Rentals Chevrolet for
Levin Racing.

“Itʼs pretty cool,” Creed said of
his first win in the series. “We got
close once or twice last year. Led
Dover until like 20 to go and blew a
tire. I thought we gave a couple
away last year, so itʼs really cool to
come here this year and finish it
off.”

Creedʼs previous best K&N Pro
finish came last season at Califor-
niaʼs Orange Show Speedway
(second) and had three top fives
and four top 10s coming into the
100-lap dirt event. He leads the
championship standings in the
ARCA Racing Series driving for
MDM Motorsports, and was able to
bring his crew chief Jeff
Stankiewicz to Last Vegas with the
Levin Racing team, a smaller or-
ganization that doesnʼt see Victory
Lane that often.

“This whole deal was last
minute,” Creed said. “I was going
(run this race) with Jefferson Pitts
Racing earlier in the year when we
talked about it and then things
changed. Levin Racing was kind of
the only car open and JPR men-
tioned it to us. Pretty cool to put this
together two weeks ago, they did
everything we wanted. Just super
thankful for them.”

Hailie Deegan became the first
female to win a pole in the history
of the K&N Pro Series, East or
West, earlier in the day. She won
her heat and led 13 laps but

came up one spot short for the sec-
ond time this season.

“It was a struggle,” Deegan said
of the 100-lap event. “I knew it was
going to be a struggle from the get-
go, but that was difficult. I just kept
overdriving it from the initial start. I
dropped back, jammed the shifter
from third to fourth … and I think we
chipped some teeth off the gears or
something because it kept popping
out of fourth every other lap or so.
We had to battle that all night.”

The 17-year-old Temecula, Calif.
native and NASCAR Next driver
had a shifter issue midway through
the race which forced her to fall
back outside the top 10. But once
her Bill McAnally Racing team re-
solved the issue under the halfway
break, the No. 19 Mobil 1/NAPA
Power Premium Plus Toyota came
back to life.

“In the end we fought back,” she
said. “I think with another lap or
two, we definitely could have had
him. … I knew I was in the best po-
sition to strike. I expected Sheldon
to overdrive the first corner a little
more, but heʼs good driver, heʼs
done this before, heʼs raced ARCA
on dirt. He knows to protect that
last corner. He knew what do to
and drove a smart race.”

Derek Thorn overcame a spin
early on to finish third and extend
his championship points lead to 31
over Sunrise Ford teammate Ryan
Partridge. Cole Keatts overcame a
crash in the early going to finish
fourth and NASCAR national series
veteran and former West champion
Brendan Gaughan rounded out the
top five.

Cole Rouse, Trevor Huddleston,
Partridge, Matt Levin and Bell com-
peted the top 10. Derek Kraus fin-
ished 17th after spinning twice due
to flat tires and hitting the wall late.

His second spin on Lap 94 set up
the final restart.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
West will take a week off before vis-
iting Meridian Speedway in Idaho
for the NAPA Auto Parts Idaho 208
on Saturday September 29.

The Star Nursery 100 is sched-
uled to air Friday September 21 at
2:30 p.m. ET on NBCSN.

Custom Musket &
Trophy Revealed For
Inaugural Musket 250

Winner at NHMS
LOUDON, NH - The Musket 250

will headline the inaugural Full
Throttle Fall Weekend at New
Hampshire Motor Speedway as the
longest mileage and richest purse
in the NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour history. With the prestige of a
race like this comes a lot for the
drivers to race for, and the stakes
just got higher with a custom mus-
ket, minuteman trophy and tricorn
hat waiting in victory lane for the
Musket 250 winner on Sept. 22.

The handmade flintlock musket
was built over the course of three
weeks by Edwin Parry of Black
Hart Long Arms out of Eastford,
Conn., which has twice been fea-
tured on the History Channel.

“I really enjoy doing something
like this,” said Parry, who also de-

signed the custom musket that the
Speedway gave to Dale Earnhardt
Jr. as a retirement gift in 2017. “Itʼs
special, and I hope the winner en-
joys it very much.”

Using a blend of tiger maple and
brass, Parry hand engraved the
Revolutionary War-style musket
with the race name, a checkered
flag, the profile of the state of New
Hampshire and a spot for the win-
nerʼs name.

The flintlock mechanism fea-
tured on the musket, was the
method of ignition from about 1630
to about 1830. The spark it creates
would have ignited a pan full of
powder, which would then have ig-
nited the charge in the barrel and
sent the bullet on its way.

The winner will also receive a
traditional Revolutionary War-era
tricorn hat and a minuteman trophy.
Taking on its New England roots,
the trophy is a replica of the Min-
uteman statue in Concord, Mass.,
weighing 30 pounds and measur-
ing 32 inches tall.

Along with the custom musket,
minuteman trophy and tricorn hat,
the Musket 250 race winner will be
fighting to claim a share of the un-
precedented $186,000 purse. This
includes $25,000 for the winner of
the race, including the $3,500 Whe-
len Winner of the race bonus and a
new $25,000 lap leader bonus,
which will pay $100 to the leader of
each lap during the 250-lap event.

The Musket 250 will begin at ap-
proximately 3:30 p.m. and will be
run in two segments with a five
minute break at or near the conclu-
sion of lap 100.

The Musket 250 is part of triple-
header Saturday, Sept. 22, which
will also include the first global
NASCAR K&N Pro Series race, the
Apple Barrel 125, and the
Canadaʼs NASCAR Pintyʼs Series
Visit New Hampshire 100.

For ticket information for Full
Throttle Fall Weekend visit
www.NHMS.com.
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Masters Vegas Dirt for First

K&N Pro Victory

Sheldon Creed celebrates following his Star Nursery 100 victory at

the Las Vegas Motor Speedway Dirt Track. (Nigel Kinrade/NKP

photo)

The inaugural Musket 250 winner's prize. (NHMS photo)



NORTH WOOD-
STOCK, NH - Ben
Rowe of Turner, Maine
raced to his first Pro
All Stars Series Super
Late Model win of the
year Saturday night at
White Mountain Mo-
torsports Park. Rowe
won for the tenth time
in PASS Super Late
Model competition on
White Mountain's

high-banked, quarter-mile oval, by
far the most in series history.

Rowe, the all-time PASS North
leader in race victories. spent most
of the race battling another multi-
time series champion, Johnny
Clark of Farmingdale, Maine, for
the race lead. Rowe's final test was
provided by Joey Pole, Jr. of Hud-
son, who mounted an impressive
challenge after lining up 17th on the
starting grid.

Pole earned runner-up honors,
just ahead of Connecticut invader
Dillon Moltz, who started dead last
in the 150-lapper after changing
engines in the pit area prior to the
green flag.

Clark, a six-time PASS North
Super Late Model titlist, ended up
in fourth position, just ahead of re-
cently-crowned Oxford Plains
Speedway Super Late Model

champion Gabe Brown of Center
Conway, New Hampshire.

Brown's mentor, reigning PASS
North champion DJ Shaw of Cen-
ter Conway, New Hampshire,
padded his advantage atop the se-

ries' points standings, finishing
seven spots better than chief
championship rival Travis Benjamin
of Belfast, Maine.

Craig Weinstein of East Wal-
pole, Mass., Reid Lanpher of Man-
chester, Maine, Derek Griffith of
Hudson, New Hampshire and
Derek Ramstrom of Worcester,
Massachusetts rounded out the top
ten. Trevor Sanborn of East Par-
sonsfield, Maine was swapping the

lead with Clark and Rowe before
apparent tire misfortune relegated
him to a 17th-place finish.

The next Pro All Stars Series
North event is scheduled for Sun-
day, September 23 at 3:00 p.m. at
Beech Ridge Motor Speedway, lo-
cated at 70 Holmes Road in Scar-
borough, Maine.

For more information please visit
proallstartsseries.com or call (207)
539-8865.P.A

.S.
S.

Ben Rowe Best in Pro All
Stars SLM Action at White

Mountain Motorsports Park

Ben Rowe (center) celebrates his win in victory lane at White Mountain Motorsports Park along with

second place finisher Joey Polewarczyk Jr. (left) and third place finisher Dillon Moltz (right). (Norm

Marx/PASS photo)



Chandler Smith
(No. 20 Craftsman
Toyota) dominated the
ARCA Racing Series
presented by Menards
Kentuckiana Ford
Dealers Fall Classic
200 at Salem Speed-
way, leading 199 of
200 laps en route to
his second series vic-
tory of the season.

"This car was ab-
solutely on rails
tonight," Smith said.

"The guys on this team are the rea-
son why. They busted their butts on
pit road and got us out of the pits
first every time. All the action was
behind us. In a perfect world, they
would all be like this."

Smith held off Gus Dean on a
one lap dash to the checkered after
a slew of late race cautions
bunched the field.

Chase Purdy finished third,
ARCA Racing Series championship

leader Sheldon Creed was fourth,
and Travis Braden rounded out the
top five.

Creed was able to add to his
championship lead over Zane
Smith, who was involved in a late-
race crash and finished 18th.

"It was good for us because the
car is in one piece and we added
some points to the point lead,"
Creed said. "I was proud of my
teammate Zane. He did what he
needed to do. You race people the
way you want to be raced."

Smith got into the back of
Michael Self and both crashed hard
in turn four. The two had been in-
volved in an incident earlier in the
race. Smith pulled his car into the
garage area where his MDM Mo-
torsports team exchanged words
with Self's Venturini Motorsports
crew.

Self was less than impressed
with what happened.

"I guess some drivers don't like
to be raced hard," Self said. "I've

worked hard for everything I have.
I am racing the last two so we'll see
how it works out."

There were six cautions for 43
laps which held the average speed
to 70.380 miles per hour. The race
took 1 hour, 34 minutes, 37 sec-
onds to complete.

The next event for the ARCA
Racing Series presented by

Menards is the rescheduled Shore
Lunch 200 at Lucas Oil Raceway in
Brownsburg, Indiana on Saturday,
October 6. Practice is set for 2 pm
ET, General Tire Pole Qualifying is
set for 4:15 pm ET, and the race will
go green at 7 pm ET. ARCARac-
ing.com will have free live timing &
scoring, track updates, and scan-
ner audio for registered users.
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SALEM, IN -
Colton, California
teenager Tyler Ankrum
got his first ever
ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by JEGS
victory Saturday night
in the prestigious Cen-
tral Transport Glass
City 200 presented by
the Holiday Inn Ex-
press, Hampton Inn
and Courtyard by Mar-

riott at Toledo Speedway. Ankrum
bettered his runner-up finish in the
series event at Toledo in June, in all
Ankrum has eight top 10 finishes
with the series in his 12 starts. June
event winner Brian Campbell
looked to be on his way to a Toledo
sweep this season, but motor is-
sues ended his day on lap 75.

“It was a pretty exciting race all
the way throughout,” remarked
Ankrum in victory lane.  “We had
that really long green flag run in the
middle of the race.  We had a really
fast race car.  I let Brian (Campbell)
go because he was applying a lot
of pressure to me.  As soon as he
got out front he was really strong. I
figured I was just going to race my
own race.  Heʼd get a half straight-
away out and heʼd back up and Iʼd

think, ʻOh Iʼm faster than him,ʼ and
Iʼd start catching him a little bit.  I
think we wouldʼve had something
for him if he wouldnʼt have broken.
Heʼs a really smart and fast racer
and it sucks for him.”

Wisconsin ace Dennis Prunty
grabbed the early lead from three
time series Champion Scott Hantz
from his outside front row starting
position at the drop of the green
flag after EDCO Welding Fast
Qualifier Campbell drew the max
nine invert for the events line-up.
Prunty led the first 20 laps until
Ankrum worked his way from his
fifth place starting position to pass
Prunty for the lead on lap 21.

Ankrum pulled away for a siz-
able lead, but Campbell was al-
ready working his way through the
field, aided by a couple of early
cautions.

Campbell was able to get by
Ankrum on lap 29. Campbell fought
off Ankrum on a couple of restarts,
but pulled away each time for a siz-
able lead until disaster struck on
lap 75 when he pulled into the pits
with engine problems, handing the
lead back to Ankrum.

From there Ankrum would pull
away and win by two and a half
seconds over Kyle Crump, who

scored his best ever series finish.
Besides the $5,000 first place
money, Ankrum also picked up
$165 in lap leader bonus money.
The win adds to Ankrumʼs impres-
sive season in the NASCAR K&N
Pro Series East, where he has four
wins so far this season and a size-
able pointʼs lead. 

Crump came back from an ear-
lier incident that resulted in a flat
tire and a visit to the pits, to charge
through the field and get a second
place finish far car owners Stan
and Judi Rosen after starting the
event in tenth place.

Michael Simko came from his
12th place starting position to finish
a series best of third. Simko picked
up a Hoosier Racing Tire Perform-
ance Award and the Hamner Rac-
ing Engines Hardcharger Award.
Jordon Pruitt came from his
13th place starting position to finish
in fourth place in his first series
start of the season. Pruitt picked up
the FLUIDYNE High Performance
Cool Under Pressure Award.

Josh Brock ran up front through-
out the event until being part of a
three wide move by another racer
on a restart that resulted in Brock
getting spun out in turn three. Brock
took his car to pit road were his pit
crew made haste repairs to get
Brock back out. Brock then worked
his way back through the field to
get a fifth place finish, highest of
the Chase for the Championship
drivers. For their hasty repairs

Brockʼs pit crew earned the Pit-
Boxes.com Pit Crew of the Race
Award.

Prunty would finish in sixth
place. Hunter Jack held on to get a
seventh place finish, second high-
est of the Chase drivers after also
suffering some damage. Austin
Kunert also made several trips to
pit road during the event but came
back to get an eighth place finish,
third among the Chase drivers and
earned the Senneker Performance
Rookie of the Race Award. Jon
Beach finished in ninth place,
fourth among the Chase drivers.

The Glass City event was the
last of the three Chase for the
Championship playoff races to de-
termine the four drivers who will
battle for the series Championship
at the October 14th Winchester
400. The four drivers, all deter-
mined by points in the three playoff
events, are Brock, Kunert, Jack
and Beach. The two Chase drivers
not getting to race for the Champi-
onship included 2017 series Cham-
pion Logan Runyon and Greg Van
Alst.

The next ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by JEGS event will
be the 47th Annual Winchester 400
Presented by Vores Welding and
Steel on Sunday, October 14th on
the famed High banks of Winches-
ter Speedway. Additional informa-
tion on the ARCA/CRA Super
Series can be found at www.cra-
racing.com..

Chandler Smith Dominates
Salem 

Chandler Smith celebrates his Fall Classic win in victory lane at

Salem Speedway. Smith led 199 of 200 laps for a dominate perfor-

mace with the ARCA Racing Series
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Ankrum Gets First
ARCA/CRA Super Series

Victory at Toledo Speedway



CALISTOGA, CA -
An opportune Yellow
Flag allowed Cory
Eliason to officially
lead all 25 laps Satur-
day night at Calistoga
Speedway for his sec-
ond career World of
Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series vic-
tory. Donny Schatz
took the lead off of
turn four coming to the
White Flag, but the
caution negated the

pass, forcing Schatz to be rele-
gated back to second, where he
finished. Logan Schuchart finished
third, his second podium in as
many nights at Calistoga.

Eliason won the Sears Crafts-
man Dash, earning the pole for 25-
Lap Feature alongside his good
friend and fellow California native
Giovanni Scelzi. Eliason and Scelzi
waged war on the opening lap, with
Eliason turning under a Scelzi slide
job to lead Lap 1.

Eliason, who scored his first ca-
reer Outlaw win earlier this year at
Stockton, powered away from the
field as Scelzi, Schatz and
Schuchart captivated the large Cal-
istoga Speedway audience with
their battle for second.

Schatz, who won the Wine
Country Outlaw Showdown last
year, moved by Schuchart into third
on Lap 10 and set his eyes on
young Scelzi, who was in search of
his first career Outlaw triumph.
Schatz edged in front of the young-
ster on Lap 11, but the Fresno, CA
teenager battled back underneath
the nine-time Series Champion to
grab the runner-up position back.

Despite Scelziʼs resilience,
Schatz wrestled the position away
for good on Lap 14 as the Fargo,
ND native focused his sights on
Eliason. Schatz gradually cut into
Eliasonʼs lead, setting up some po-
tential late race fireworks. With five
to go, Schuchart got by Scelzi for
third as Schatz had all but erased
Eliasonʼs lead.

Coming to the White Flag, Elia-
son slipped out of the rubber in turn
three, opening the door for Schatz.
Schatz got underneath Eliason,
who was desperately trying to get
back into the groove and the two
made slight contact, resulting with
Schatz having the advantage com-
ing to the White Flag.

It was all for nothing as the cau-
tion flew for Brent Marks who came
to a stop atop turn two, ending his

charge forward.
The caution set up a Green-

White-Checkered finish, and after
getting a second chance at it, Elia-
son wasnʼt going to make a mis-
take this time. The Visalia, CA
native went on to win his second
World of Outlaws Feature of the
year and his career.

“I got out of the rubber and saw
[Schatz] underneath me and
thought was it, Iʼm going to finish
second,” a jubilant Eliason said.

Eliason, who was making his
43rd Outlaw start of the season,
has spent the majority of the 2018
season in the Midwest and East
Coast and has valued his time at
new race tracks. “I canʼt thank Den-
nis and Theresa Roth enough, itʼs
absolutely been beneficial to be out
on the road this year and I think our
speed these few weeks at home
show that,” Eliason added.

Donny Schatz was understand-
ably disappointed to see the Yellow
Flag fly, preventing his 20th win of
the year. “Thatʼs part of racing.
Sometimes the Yellows fall your
way, sometimes they donʼt. Weʼll
take second and move on to Eldora
on Friday,” Schatz said.

Logan Schuchart was pleased to
be on the podium once again and
gain momentum heading back
East, “Being out here all the way
from Pennsylvania, itʼs great to fin-
ish on the podium back-to-back
nights here, it says a lot about this
team and how hard they work.
Hopefully we can pick up some

more wins to finish off the season,”
Schuchart said positively.

Brad Sweet got by Gio Scelzi on
the late restart to finish fourth with
Scelzi matching his career-best
Outlaw finish in fifth. Greg Wilson
earned KSE Hard Charger honors.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series makes the cross-
country trek to Eldora Speedway to
compete Friday, September 21 be-
fore returning to Sarver, PA
and Lernerville Speedway for the
Commonwealth Clash Saturday,
September 22.

As always, if you canʼt make it to
the track, watch all the action LIVE
on DIRTVision.com.

Daryn Pittman Scores
8th Win of 2018 in

Dramatic Fashion at
Calistoga

CALISTOGA, CA - Daryn
Pittman held off Logan Schuchart

by a car-length to win his 8th World
of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car
Series Feature of 2018 Friday night
at Calistoga Speedway. Pittman led
all 25 laps but shredded a right rear
immediately after the checkered
and limped his Kasey Kahne Rac-
ing No.9 to the scales and to Vic-
tory Lane. Schuchart settled for
second, just 0.133 seconds behind
Pittman, with Rico Abreu complet-
ing the podium.

Daryn Pittman drew the pole for
the Sears Craftsman Dash and
won the six-lap event to earn the
pole for the 25-Lap Feature.
Pittman used a strong start to lead
the first two laps before a Red Flag
for Sheldon Haudenschild and
Willie Croft halted the action. Both
drivers were uninjured. Hauden-
schild was able to return and run a
few laps but was forced back to the
pits with lingering issues.

The ensuing double-file restart 
(Continued Next Page)
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Outlaw Win at Calistoga

Cory Eliason raced his way at Calistoga Speedway to his second

career World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Series victory. (Paul

Arch photo)



Continued…

saw Donny Schatz get
by Logan Schuchart
for third and begin to
put pressure on Abreu
for second.

Cory Eliason
brought out the Yellow
with seven laps com-
plete running sixth.

As Pittman and
Abreu powered away
from the field,
Schuchart was able to
get back by Schatz for
third on the restart
down the backstretch.

The remaining 18
laps went non-stop allowing
Pittman to reach the back of the
field, forcing the Owasso, OK na-
tive to slow his pace out front.
Abreu, Schuchart and Schatz
closed in on Pittman as the racing
surface became locked down.
Schatz took third back from
Schuchart with five laps remaining
and looked poised to make a late-
race charge.

With two laps remaining, the top
four were nose-to-tail entering turn
one. Schuchart muscled his way
underneath Schatz to take third
down the backstretch, then hit the
rubber perfectly off of turn four to
take second from Abreu coming to
the White Flag.

Schuchart got a big run off turn
two and took a peak underneath
Pittman for the lead down the back-
stretch but thought better of it en-
tering turn three. Schuchart turned
the car hard left off turn four to try
and steal the win but came up .133
short as Pittman collected his 8th
win of 2019.

As Pittman went into turn one
after the Checkered, his right rear
tire blew, and he had to limp his
KKR No.9 to the scales.

“I knew something was wrong
the last three laps, I must have hit
something,” Pittman said about the
dramatic ending. “Hopefully we can
continue to pick up wins and land a
sponsor on this thing, itʼs been a
good stretch for Kasey Kahne Rac-
ing, Brad [Sweet] has obviously
been really good this year. Iʼm so
blessed to be able to be out here
with my family doing this for a liv-
ing,” Pittman said as his two
daughters hugged him.

Logan Schuchart matched his
career-best at the historic Calistoga
Speedway with a second-place fin-
ish, “It was one of those deals
where you wish it would have been
one more lap,” the Hanover, PA na-
tive said with a smile. “Iʼm really
proud of this team and hopefully we

can finish one spot better tomor-
row.”

Rico Abreu was the highest fin-
ishing local, coming home third with
Donny Schatz, who set Fast Time
and Brad Sweet completing the
top-five.

Joey Saldana was strong all
evening finishing sixth with Shane
Stewart, 14th-starting Brent Marks,
Gio Scelzi and Jacob Allen com-
pleting the top-ten. Shane Golobic
earned KSE Hard Charger honors,
coming from 19th to finish 12th.

Brad Sweet Masters
Lapped Traffic En
Route to $20,000

Placerville Victory
PLACERVILLE, CA - Brad

Sweet passed Rico Abreu on Lap
8, was masterful through heavy
lapped traffic, and held off Sheldon
Haudenschild in a Green-White-
Checkered finish to win the 49er
Gold Rush Classic Presented by
Riebes NAPA Auto Parts at Plac-
erville Speedway. The win was
Sweetʼs 7th of the season and
worth $20,000. Haudenschild kept
the fans on the edge of their seat
and came home second with local
Andy Forsberg, who scored $2000
for setting Quick Time earlier in the
evening, completing the podium.

Rico Abreu, fresh off his Gold
Cup Race of Champions victory
Saturday at Chico, won the Sears
Craftsman Dash to earn the pole
for the 49-Lap Feature alongside
Sweet. Abreu got a good initial start
and led the opening circuit and
paced the field before Jason Sides
brought out the first caution of the
event with three laps complete.

Abreu powered away on the
restart and reached lapped traffic
quickly around the quarter-mile,
high-banked oval. Sweet hawked

Abreu as the latter entered traffic
and made the move to take com-
mand of the field off of turn four to
lead Lap 8.

A Red Flag for Brent Marks on
Lap 14 halted action and took the
leaders out of heavy traffic. Marks,
who had come forward seven posi-
tions to 11th, was uninjured, but
done for the evening.

The next 34 laps went non-stop
allowing the leaders to endure as
heavy of lapped traffic as they will
see all season.

Sheldon Haudenschild, who
started third, fell back to fifth at the
time of the Red Flag for Marks but
became the show on the restart.
Haudenschildʼs go to line was en-
tering high into turn one and dia-
monding off the bottom of turn two.
Haudenschild took fourth with that
line from Pittman on the restart.
Five laps later Haudenschild got by
Eliason off of turn two to grab third
and set his eyes on Abreu and
leader Brad Sweet.

Abreu bobbled in turn four on
the cushion on Lap 28, allowing
Haudenschild to move into second.
But Haudenschild made the same
mistake the following lap as Abreu
slid back in front of the young
Wooster, OH native to reclaim sec-
ond at the line.

By Lap 35, there were lapped
cars scattered all over the racing
surface in front of Sweet, forcing
him to slow his pace and allowing
the pack to close in. Abreu took a
couple of looks underneath Sweet,
but the latter remained in the gas
and never gave Abreu a chance to
slide him.

Lap 45 saw Sweet trying his
best to navigate traffic on the cush-
ion with Abreu looking desperately
for a way by him and Haudenschild
looming as the leaders were nose
to tail down the backstretch.

Sweet had a strong three laps,
putting two lapped cars in between
himself and Abreu and Hauden-
schild coming to the White Flag.
Haudenschild grabbed second at
the White Flag and then slid to the
top of turn one to maintain momen-
tum. Stuck with nowhere to go,
lapped car Jacob Allen flipped off of
the top of turn one. Allen was unin-
jured with the Red Flag setting up a
Green-White-Checkered finish.

As the cars came to a stop for
the Red Flag, Abreu uncharacteris-
tically rolled into Haudenschild.
Abreu got out of his car and in-
formed World of Outlaws officials
that the steering broke on his fam-
ily-owned No.24 and his night was
over.

Sweet got an excellent restart,
thwarting any chance of Hauden-
schildʼs late race heroics as Sweet
went to win, the, now, 50-Lap Fea-
ture, by 0.611 seconds.

Sweet, who was a co-promoter
of the event, was visibly excited to
get the big win in his hometown. “I
donʼt know if thatʼs cool or not [that
I won my own race], but $20,000
was on the line. Itʼs great to get the
NAPA car in Victory Lane in the
Riebes NAPA Auto Parts Race,”
Sweet said next to his Kasey
Kahne, who was in attendance,
owned No.49.

“Itʼs awesome to come back
here in my hometown in front of all
my friends and family and get the
win. Lapped traffic was really
tough, I hope you guys enjoyed the
show. Weʼll be back next year,”
Sweet added.

When asked about the hectic
lapped traffic, Sweet said, “I
thought I covered most of my lines,
but I knew someone was close.
You just try to keep your compo-
sure and pick off the lapped cars
the best you can. The cushion was
tricky, kudos to the Russell family,
they do a great job here every
week and we get to play in their
playground once a year.”

Sweet ended with a heartfelt
statement, “I have so many people
to thank for helping put on this
show and Iʼm very appreciative.”

Sheldon Haudenschild finished
second and was equally as appre-
ciative. “Brad did a great job and a
huge thanks to him for putting this
race on. Thanks to the fans for
coming out on a weekday, I know
itʼs difficult and we appreciate it.
Hopefully you all enjoyed the show,
I had a blast. This is a beautiful
track. Iʼm definitely grateful to be in
this position and to be able to race
Sprint Cars for a living,” Hauden-
schild said next to his NOS Energy 

(Continued Next Page)
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Brad Sweet climbs from his car in victory lane after winning the

49er Gold Rush Classic at Placerville Speedway. (Tim Aylwin/WoO

photo)
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Sponsored, Sten-
house Jr.-Marshall
No.17.

Andy Forsberg,
the current Placerville
Speedway 360 Sprint
Car points leader, led
the local charge finish-
ing third, his third top-
ten against the
Outlaws in as many
starts this season.
“This is a 2009 chas-
sis and the youngest
guy on my crew is 54
years old and they
work their tails off,”

Forsberg, who will wrap his 20th
points title as a driver this Saturday
at Placerville, said with a big smile.
“Every once in a while, you can
sneak a good run against the Out-
laws,” Forsberg added before stat-

ing how proud he was of his team
for their runs against The Greatest
Show on Dirt this week.

Tim Kaeding continued his out-
standing success in a second
Sides Motorsports entry coming
from 10th to fourth with Eliason set-
tling for fifth. David Gravel crashed
in the Heat Race was forced to take
a Provisional and earned KSE
Hard Charger honors coming for-
ward to 13th.

Shane Stewart and Justin
Sanders flipped in the Sears
Craftsman Dash, forcing Stewart to
a backup car and to start at the rear
while Sanders start and parked be-
cause of the damage. High Sierra
Industries put up $1000 cash if a
World of Outlaws driver set Quick
Time and doubled that if a non-Out-
law set Quick Time, which sent
Forsberg home with $2000 extra in
his pocket for his 10.282 lap
around the bullring.
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CONCORD, NC -
Itʼs been a long and
grueling season for
the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Mod-
els, traveling to 28
tracks across 18 dif-
ferent states for a total
of 36 races. Of the 49
events on the official
Series schedule,
seven were cancelled
by inclement weather

or scheduling conflicts, 36 have
been completed and only six re-
main.

The Series resumes racing after
a whole month off on September
21, when the Outlaws make their
debut at the appropriately-named
Outlaw Speedway. A 50-lap feature
will headline day one of the trackʼs
annual Fall Nationals event, ac-
companying the sportsman and
street stock classes.

Selinsgrove Speedwayʼs
20th annual Late Model National
Open will follow the Outlaw Speed-
way show.

Atomic Speedwayʼs Outlaw In-
vasion was rained-out back in May;
the rescheduled dates follow the
Outlaw/Selinsgrove weekend. Sep-
tember 28 and 29 will see racing
once again in Chillicothe.

The Chi-Town Showdown would
have been the next and only event
in October for the Series, but that
was cancelled, as the Series de-
cided to do so in observance of the
World 100ʼs rescheduling at Eldora
Speedway for October 12 and 13.
However, the Series does have
plans to return to The Dirt Oval at
Route 66 in 2019.

The World of Outlaws World Fi-
nals will wrap up the 2018 tour
schedule in Charlotte for what
should be a very exciting end to the
season, as the season-long points
battle between Chris Madden, Mike
Marlar and Brandon Sheppard will
be decided over the last two races
at The Dirt Track. As of the last race
at Eriez, the top three are sepa-
rated by only 30 points.

In only his second full-time year
on the tour, current points leader
Chris Madden would love nothing
more than to hold off Defending
Series Champion Brandon Shep-
pard, after finishing runner-up to
him last season. Madden has
amassed 7 feature wins so far in
2018, and has been very consis-
tent over the last stretch of racing. 

In his very first season as a full-
time competitor on the World of
Outlaws circuit, Mike Marlar has
bagged 5 feature wins this season,
along with 24 top-5s and 31 top-
10s to put him just 22 points out of
the lead. Heading into the final
stretch of the season, Marlar said
he aims to just stay consistent and
worry only about the things heʼs in
control of.

Defending Series Champion
Brandon Sheppard has had yet an-
other victory-filled season behind
the wheel of the Mark Richards
Racing Valvoline No. 1. With 11
wins amassed, by far the most of
any Series entrant, and 26 top-5s,
Sheppard now sits only 30 points
behind Madden in the standings. A
few misfortunes in feature action
throughout the season has hin-
dered his point total slightly, but
thereʼs still plenty of time to make it
up.

Sheppard won the Friday night
show at Charlotte last season; look
for he and the rest of his team to
bring their A-game right up through
Charlotte.

Like Marlar, another new-to-the-
Series and Late Model veteran, Se-
ries Director Matt Curl, drew a lot of
positives from the 2018 World of
Outlaws campaign.

“Iʼve had a lot of resources and
support from our entire World Rac-
ing Group staff,” Curl said. “That
has allowed us to have a very suc-
cessful World of Outlaws season to
date.”

Improvements to both the fan
experience and the racing sched-
ule are among the 2019 campaign
efforts already being worked on,
Curl added. More specifically,
bringing the action to tracks the Se-
ries has never been to or those that
deserve more widespread atten-
tion. Essentially, creating a “racier”
schedule, where drivers know they
can come from the back and win, is
what Curl and the rest of the World
of Outlaws team strives to do.

Tickets for the World of Outlaws
World Finals at The Dirt Track in
Charlotte, NC are on sale
now! Click here for more informa-
tion.

Canʼt make it to the track? Donʼt
miss a moment of the home stretch
of the 2018 Outlaw season! Follow
the Series on Twitter @WoOLate-
Models or listen in on DIRTVisionʼs
live audio feed
at www.dirtvision.com.
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HAUBSTADT, IN -
Kevin Thomas Jr. put
the Hoffman Auto
Racing Mean Green
Machine into the lead
on lap 37 of the fea-
ture Saturday night at
Tri-State Speedway
and became the first
driver to win a third
Haubstadt Hustler
main event. This was
the 11th year for this

annual event which pays $10,000
to win. The Cullman, AL, driver had
won the Hustler last season and
also in 2013.

Twenty-three MSCS and USAC
sprint cars started the 40 lap co-
sanctioned event. Kent Schmidt led
the first lap from the pole.  C.J.
Leary then grabbed the lead and
would set a blistering pace to lead
the majority of the race. Kevin
Thomas Jr. took second on lap 4.
K.T. kept pace with Leary lap after
lap, completing a pass with just 4
laps to go to drop Leary to second.

Newcomer Jason McDougal
and veteran Dave Darland would
move into contention during the
race to finish third and fourth. Mc-
Dougal adapted quickly to the de-
mands of the speedway. MSCS
Points leader Carson Short finished
fifth. Short earned the Keizer Alu-
minum Wheels Hard Charger
Award in improving upon a 15th
starting position.

Tyler Courtney, Robert Ballou,

Chase Stockon, Kyle Cummins,
and Donny Brackett finished sixth
to tenth in the feature. Stephen
Schnapf was eleventh and re-
ceived the Wilwood Tuff Brakes
Award. Schnapf brought out the
second yellow of the race after
doing a 360. He restarted at the
back and almost finished in the top
ten. The first caution period placed
Chris Windomʼs car in the work
area. He rejoined the race but
found himself two laps down.

There was one red flag. That
came out after Brady Bacon flipped
on lap 13 of the feature. He was
running fourth at the time. Earlier
he had won the first heat race. The
other three heats were won by
Stephen Schnapf, Chris Windom,
and Kevin Thomas Jr. The fastest
overall time for the evening was set
by Robert Ballou. His 13.810 sec-
onds lap was the best in group
qualifying.

Stan Beadles won the 25 lap
UMP Open Wheel Modified fea-
ture. It was his first feature victory
at the track this season. He also set
the overall fast time in group quali-
fying and finished third in his heat
race.

Zach Fair finished second in the
feature and he was followed by
Matt Lane. The race produced 3
different leaders and also 3 caution
flags. Dustin Beck, and Brandon
McDowell rounded out the top 5.
Lance Foreman and Matt Lane
took the 2 heat races.

Only Six Races Remain as
The Series Prepares for
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Haubstadt Hustler Third
Time Winner



KNOXVILLE, IA -
Three-time Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series
champion walked
away with a $40,000
check after ruling the
15th Annual Lucas Oil
Late Model Knoxville
Nationals presented
by Caseyʼs General
Store.

Owens took the
lead on lap 41 from
Brandon Sheppard
and held off a charg-

ing Bobby Pierce to score his first
Lucas Oil Late Model Knoxville Na-
tionals victory. Don OʼNeal fought
off a late-race challenge from Josh
Richards to finish second. Richards
came home in third, followed by
Scott Bloomquist and 28th starter
Brian Shirley.

Gaining momentum from a lap
38 restart, Owens powered on lap
41. Owens stretched his lead to a
full straightaway mid-race before
encountering lapped traffic on lap
75, opening the door for Pierce.
The duo crossed the line door-to-
door on the 80th circuit before
Pierce slipped over the berm and
lost his momentum, relinquishing
the spot to Owens.

Don OʼNeal moved into second
after a lap-82 restart, shuffling
Pierce to third. The final caution
waved on lap 88 when OʼNeal and
Pierce made contact while battling
for second. Owens sailed away in
the final laps to become the twelfth
different winner of the annual
event.

“This is awesome,” Owens said.
“I have to thank Leon Ramirez and
all of my friends and family for be-
lieving in me. Thanks to God for a
safe race and to all of the fans. I
hope Leon, and everyone was
watching tonight cheering me on.
They have had enough heartbreak
like I have this year. Itʼs awesome
to get this win and thanks to my
crew for busting their tails.”

“When Bobby [Pierce] got up be-
side me it didnʼt change how I was
running,” Owens added. “We a
good car. The lapped cars were
running three and four wide and I
knew those guys behind me were
going to close in on me. I was ex-
pecting some sort of pass from
someone. It was so hard to ma-
neuver through traffic because the
track was so good tonight.”

OʼNeal was looking for his sec-
ond-career Late Model Nationals
victory. “The cushion was really

treacherous especially at the end of
the race. We would fall back a spot
or two on the restarts. We have had
a little bad luck and been off a few
times, but we got things turned
around here tonight and it helps the
morale of the Peak Antifreeze
team.”

Richards, who has earned four,
second-place finishes in the event
was happy with his podium finish.
“I had a blast out there. We had
some problems yesterday that got
us behind. We could have gotten
some more points last night, but
thanks to everyone on the Best
Performance team for working hard
on the car. I think we were a little
better than Don [OʼNeal] at the end
I just couldnʼt quite squeeze by him.
We had a fun race there.”

Owensʼ Ramirez Motorsports-
owned Rocket Chassis is powered
by a Durham Racing Engine and
sponsored by: E3 Spark Plugs,
Boomtest Well Service, Tommy
Pope Construction, Red Bone Fish-
ing and Rental, Power Rig, LLC,
Red Line Oil, Keyser, Hypercoil
Springs, Midwest Sheet Metal and
Cheap Cars.

Completing the top ten were
Brandon Sheppard, Bobby Pierce,
Tyler Erb, Chad Simpson and Earl
Pearson Jr.

Sheppard Romps from
Nineteenth to Win at

Knoxville
KNOXVILLE, IA - From nine-

teenth on the grid, Brandon Shep-
pard charged through the field to
win Friday nightʼs portion of the
Lucas Oil Late Model Knoxville Na-
tionals presented by Caseyʼs Gen-
eral Store.

Sheppard used a late-race

restart to take the top spot from
Frank Heckenast Jr. and then
sprinted away for his fifth Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series victory of
2018 and his first-ever win at
Knoxville.

Heckenast led from the onset of
the 25-lap main event as he looked
for his third victory of the season. A
restart with six laps remaining was
the ticket for Sheppard, who had
climbed through the field for the
second night in a row. Sheppard
dove to the inside of the race track
entering turn one and powered by
Heckenast down the back straight-
away to grab the lead from his fel-
low Illini driver.

Sheppard pulled away in the
closing laps to clinch the $7,000
victory. Heckenast finished second
followed by Don OʼNeal in third.
Jonathan Davenport came home in
fourth after running as high as sec-
ond in the race. Tim McCreadie,
who started tenth, rounded out the
top five.

“I canʼt believe it,” said the 25-
year-old in Lucas Oil Victory Lane.
“My crew has been working so hard
this week. We have had a really
fast car the whole time. We quali-

fied good the last two nights, but
we started so deep in the heat
races. The earlier heat races itʼs
hard to pass, but the later heats itʼs
a lot better once the track slicks off.
The feature tonight I hope itʼs a lot
like tomorrow night, because itʼs a
lot of fun. This is the Knoxville I love
coming to.”

“My car was a little tight there for
a while, but I made up good time on
the bottom. I had a good restart
one time and I hit one-and-two just
right and I went around a couple of
guys. I got to third and then I was
hoping on the restart to start on the
bottom. I learned from Josh
[Richards] here in 2013 about get-
ting the lead. When Frankie [Heck-
enast] entered turn one on that last
restart he drifted up high and that
just opened the door on the bottom
for me.”

Heckenast, who was seeking his
first career Lucas Oil win, held on
for the second spot at the finish.
“We had a really car tonight. We
have been good all weekend. We
had a fifth here last night. We are
kind of parked over there by our-
selves. We were really close
tonight. I canʼt thank everyone
enough. I gave the race away on
the restart. On the restarts they
would get such a run on me into
one. I thought I could hang out
there on the top and get a run off of
two, but Brandon obviously had a
lot of traction. His car was good. I
guess if we are going to have one
taken away I would rather have it
tonight than tomorrow night.”

OʼNeal, who won the main event
at Knoxville in 2011, finished in
third to earn the fourth-starting spot
for Saturday nightʼs finale. “All-in-all
it was good run for us tonight. We
had a good race there at the end
with Davenport and we were able
to get by him. We are getting better
this week, we just need to get a

(Continued Next Page)
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Model Knoxville Nationals

Jimmy Owens celebrates his $40,000 triumph in the 15th Annual

Lucas Oil Late Model Knoxville Nationals at Knoxville Raceway.

(lucasdirt.com photo)

Brandon Sheppard celebrates in victory lane after coming from

19th to win on night two of the Knoxville Nationals. (lucasdirt.com

photo



Continued…

little better for tomor-
row night. We would
have liked to have
won tonight, but to-
morrow night is what
really counts.”

Sheppardʼs, Mark
Richards Racing
Rocket Chassis
House Car is powered
by a Durham Racing
Engine and sponsored
by: Valvoline, Seubert
Calf Ranches,
Gunterʼs Honey, Ace
Metal Works, Sallack
Well Service, Sunoco

Race Fuels, Keyser and Integra.
Completing the top ten were

Jimmy Mars, Tyler Bruening,
Jimmy Owens, Chad Simpson and
Kyle Bronson.

Tyler Erb Triumphs at

Knoxville
KNOXVILLE, IA - Tyler Erb

scored his first career Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series win on
Thursday night at Knoxville Race-
way.

The 21-year-old Texan took the
lead from Mason Zeigler with eight
laps to go to become the eigh-
teenth different winner on the se-
ries tour in 2018. Earl Pearson Jr.
passed Chad Simpson on the final
lap to finish in second. Jimmy
Owens finished in fourth followed
by Frank Heckenast Jr.

Zeigler, who leads the Lucas Oil
Rookie of the Year chase, led the
first sixteen laps of the race until he
jumped the cushion in turn four,
leaving the door open for Erb to
take the top spot. Erb then pulled
away to take the victory in night
number one of the 15th Annual
Lucas Oil Late Model Knoxville Na-
tionals presented by Caseyʼs Gen-
eral Store.

An emotional Erb in Lucas Oil
Victory Lane thanked a multitude of
people for sticking with him this
year. “Thanks to everyone who
helps me. Itʼs been a long year and
a lot of stuff has happened. Thanks
to Wayne Childress and Steven
Roberts. It feels like I have been
racing forever and it has not been
that long. This is the sweetest feel-
ing I have ever had in my life.”

“I was pretty good there. I had a
good run going on him [Zeigler] and
I hit that burm in two. Once he [Zei-
gler] jumped the cushion I figured I
had better go, it might have been
my only shot. Words cannot even
describe how I feel right now.”

Pearson slid in front of Chad

Simpson off the final turn to finish
runner-up to Erb. “Thatʼs all my
fault, Chad and I are real good
friends. I miscalculated there on the
slide job. I hit the black and just slid
up in front of him. My apologizes to
him and I am just glad it didnʼt take
out both of us. I donʼt drive that way
and like I said it was just a miscal-
culation on my part. I was riding
around the top. We were not very
good on the bottom. That last cau-
tion definitely helped us starting on

the outside.”
Simpson, the current Lucas Oil

MLRA points leader finished third.
“We had a really good race car. I
think early in the race when I was
trying to take the lead I used up my
right rear tire too much. There late
in the race I was just kind of wheel
spinning with it. I am sure it is all
shredded up really good. It was a
good night for us and a good finish.
It should be a good point night for
us.”

Erbʼs Rocket Chassis is pow-
ered by a Clements Racing Engine
and sponsored by: First Class Sep-
tic Systems, New Point Lighting
and Design, Day Motorsports, KBC
Graphics.com, Franklin Enter-
prises, Keyser Manufacturing,
Toste Construction and Roberts
Bee Company.

Completing the top ten were
Scott Bloomquist, Brandon Shep-
pard, Chase Junghans, Chris
Simpson and Mason Zeigler.

QUEEN CREEK,
AZ - Moving to third
on the all-time ASCS
Southwest Region win
list, Colton Hardy
picked up his 10th ca-
reer win this past Sat-
urday night at Arizona
Speedway.

Leading all 25
laps, Hardy's run to
the front started from
the fourth position.

The fifth win on the season for
Hardy, the No. 74 is in the hunt to
defend his 2017 title with only 17
points standing between himself
and Rick Ziehl, who ended his night
third with J.T. Imperial sitting
among the championship con-
tenders with a silver medal finish.
Jeff Lowery was fourth with Billy
Chester in fifth.

Jarrett Martin in sixth was trailed
by Alex Pettas. Eighth to Jesse

Baker with Danny Mathus in ninth.
A rare appearance by Non-Wing
ace Bruce St. James, the "Radio
Flyer" finished tenth.

The night's Heat Race winners
got an extra $25 each from Ron
Gilson Photography. Colton Hardy
and Billy Chester picked up the
extra cash.

The ASCS Southwest Region
rolls again on October 6 with an-
other rendezvous at Arizona
Speedway. Four dates remain on
the 2018 lineup with Canyon
Speedway Park on October 13 and
Arizona Speedway's $5,000 to win
Copper Classic on November 23
and 24.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up the nearly 150 races
across the ASCS Nation in 2018,
log onto www.ascsracing.com, fol-

low on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Hagar Unstoppable In
Ralph Henson

Memorial at I-30
LITTLE ROCK, AR - Earning the

pole, then leading start to finish,
Arkansas shoe Derek Hagar had
the field covered Saturday night at
I-30 Speedway with the American
Bank of Oklahoma ASCS Red
River Region and ASCS Mid-South
Region.

Winning the Ralph Henson Me-
morial for the second time since
2016, Hagar picked up $2,046 for
the "Hammer Hill" victory.

The start of an all Arkansas
podium, Tim Crawley grabbed sec-
ond with Cody Gardner picking up
three spots to claim the bronze po-
sition. Rolling 11th to fourth, Matt
Covington was the highest finishing
Okie with Tennessee's Brian Bell
making up the top-five.

Having to advance out of the
night's second B-Feature, Blake
Hahn powered ahead 10 positions
to sixth. Jan Howard was seventh
with Cannon McIntosh posting a
hard-charging performance of 11
spots gained to finish eighth. Jor-
dan Mallett was ninth with Wally
Henson going 17th to tenth.

Extra money was given out
through the Past Champion's Race
presented by AC Sports and the
Advanced Security Dash For Cash.
Jordan Mallett won $500 in the
Past Champion's Race while Derek
Hagar collected an extra $200 in
the Dash For Cash.

The ASCS Mid-South Region
Wraps up the 2018 season at I-30
Speedway on October 5 and 6 with
the 31st Annual COMP Cams Short
Track Nationals.

The American Bank of Okla-
homa ASCS Red River Region
races next at Creek County Speed-
way with the Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series presented by
Sawblade.com at the Fall Fling on
October 26 and 27. The event is
the Season Finale for both series
and will be filmed for broadcast on
MAVTV Motorsports Network.
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Colton Hardy Wins at
Arizona Speedway With
ASCS Southwest Region

Lu
ca

s O
il 

Am
er

ic
an

Sp
rin

t C
ar

 S
er

ie
s

Colton Hardy (center) celebrates his win in victory lane at Arizona

Speedway with second place finisher J.T. Imperial (right) and third

place finisher Rick Ziehl (left). (Ron Gilson photo)



SELINSGROVE,
PA - Holding off a hard
charging Freddie Rah-
mer, the ʻKunkletown
Kidʼ Ryan Smith put
fans on their feet on
Saturday night in Cen-
tral Pennsylvania, ulti-
mately earning a
first-ever Jim Nace
Memor ia l /Nat ional
Open victory at Selins-
grove Speedway.

For Smith, the route to Arctic Cat
All Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 victory lane was
not only challenging for the driver,
but also challenging for the crew,
as the team discovered a hole in
the right-rear tire during an open
red just before the midpoint of the
30-lap main event. Despite the set-
back, Smith and his team pre-
vailed, eventually leading every lap
to score the $10,000 payday.

The All Star victory, aboard the
Mike McGhee & Associates No. 11,
was Smithʼs second of the 2018
season and his eighth overall with
the Series. Freddie Rahmer held
on to finish, just ahead of Brian
Brown, Lucas Wolfe and TJ Stutts.

“This is all because of the crew
guys standing behind me,” an
elated Ryan Smith said in victory
lane. “We started on this thing in
May. We struggled some at first,
but we kept getting faster and
faster and now here we are in Sep-
tember with a big win. They work
their butts off, thatʼs for sure. I def-
initely wouldnʼt be standing here
without their hard work and sup-
port.”

Ryan Smith and TJ Stutts led
the field to green on Saturday night
at Selinsgrove Speedway. Although
Smith was able to get the initial
jump, it was Salfordville, Pennsyl-
vaniaʼs Freddie Rahmer who was
making the early moves, actually
advancing from eighth to fifth by the
time the leaders crossed under the
flagstand to complete the first cir-
cuit.

The top-five remained un-
changed until the main eventʼs first
caution appeared on lap six for a
slowing Michael Walter. When
green flag action returned, Freddie
Rahmer made another move to-
ward the front, this time driving
around Lucas Wolfe to take the
fourth spot. Just three circuits later,
Rahmer pounced again, this time
taking the third position from TJ

Stutts.
Traffic came into play for the first

time on lap 13 which slowed
Smithʼs pace at the front of the
field, ultimately allowing Brian
Brown, who raced in the runner-
up spot the entire distance, and
Rahmer to catch Smith in a hurry.
The very next circuit, Rahmer ad-
vanced in the running order yet
again, this time beating Brian
Brown in a drag race off of turn four
to complete lap 14. A caution on lap
15 for a slowing Tyler Esh halted
the feature field yet again allowing
Rahmer to catch his breath. Due to
the number of combined laps com-
pleted, the main eventʼs second
caution resulted in a fuel stop.

During the five minute open red
stop, Ryan Smithʼs team noticed a
hole in their right-rear tire. Instead
of replacing the tire and forfeiting
the lead, the team decided to plug
the hole and attempt to finish the
final 16 circuits. The decision
proved to be worth $10,000, but not
without a fight from Freddie Rah-
mer.

The field returned to green with
Ryan Smith in control once again
over Rahmer, Brown, Wolfe and
Stutts. Although the action was lim-
ited for the next few circuits, it was
what happened after the featureʼs
third and final caution on lap 23 that
created the stir at the front of the
field. When the green lights kicked
back on, so did Freddie Rahmer,
instantly applying pressure on
Smith as the pair completed lap 23.
By lap 24, Rahmer was all over the
ʻKunkletown Kid,ʼ actually pulling
even with Smith to create a side-
by-side battle for the lead.

Although the wheel-to-wheel
battle ended in Smithʼs favor, Rah-
mer was far from raising the white
flag. The recent All Star winner at
Port Royal Speedway threw every-
thing he had at Smith for the next
three circuits, pounding the cushion
as Smith ran the bottom, nearly
driving around Smith in turn four on
three consecutive occasions. De-
spite Rahmerʼs mad attempts,
Smith prevailed, eventually pulling
away to a 1.3 second advantage at
the final checkers.

“I really wasnʼt sure where to go
there after that last restart,” Ryan
Smith explained. “During the fuel
stop, my crew was actually telling
me to run the bottom, but I was so
comfortable running the top. I knew
Freddie [Rahmer] was going to be

good, but if he was that good, he
was going to have to drive around
me.”

Only two events remain on the
2018 Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions presented by Mobil 1
schedule including a stop at the
legendary Eldora Speedway on
Saturday, September 22. Tony
Stewartʼs All Stars will help head-
line the 37th running of the 4-
Crown Nationals which will also
feature the USAC National
Midgets, USAC National Sprint
Cars and the USAC Silver Crown
Series. The 4-Crown Nationals
weekend at The Big E will actually
begin on Friday, September 21,
with World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series competition.

For more information visit the fa-
cility live on the Web at www.eldo-
raspeedway.com.

Macedo on Top at
Outlaw Speedway 

DUNDEE, NY - Lemoore, Cali-
forniaʼs Carson Macedo has cer-
tainly become fond of the state of
New York, now with three Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1 victories in
the Empire State, his third of the
year accomplished in fantastic
fashion during action at Outlaw
Speedway in Dundee on Friday
evening.

Macedo earned his trip to victory
lane with less than two circuits re-
maining, utilizing a slide job
through turns three and four to gain
the advantage over race-long
leader, Ryan Smith. The $5,000
payday bumped Macedoʼs All Star
win count to six during his young,
but storied career, five occurring
during the 2018 season.

Ryan Smith chased the former
Gold Cup and King of the West
champion to the final checkers after
leading the first 28 circuits, followed
by Aaron Reutzel, Brock Zearfoss
and Paul McMahan.

“We are starting to like these

small, slick race tracks,” Carson
Macedo explained, who also owns
New York victories at Stateline
Speedway and Weedsport Speed-
way. “I just canʼt thank my team
and all of my supporters enough for
their hard work this year. They
make my job easy.”

Carson Macedoʼs march toward
the front started right from the drop
of the initial green, actually ad-
vancing from sixth to third before
the first lap was complete. Although
not advancing another position until
lap 25, Macedo pressured the two
front-runners, Aaron Reutzel and
Ryan Smith, on multiple occasions,
using a restart after the main
eventʼs first and only caution on lap
15 to set-up his eventual takeover.

By lap 21, the top-three encoun-
tered traffic once again which even-
tually erased all of Ryan Smithʼs
advantage. Using slower cars as a
roadblock, Macedo capitalized and
worked by Aaron Reutzel for sec-
ond before the completion of lap
25. Continuing to use the topside
as a momentum boost, Macedo
reeled Smith in to a car-length by
the completion of lap 28. As the
pair approached turn one, Macedo
dived to the bottom of the speed-
way with the intent to sneak by
Smith, only to turn the denied
takeover attempt into a side-by-
side battle for the lead. As the pair
reached turn three, Macedo tried to
slide Smith once again, but this
time his attempt succeeded, soon
crossing under the white flag with
Smith and Reutzel in tow.

The final circuit remained un-
changed with Macedo crossing
under the final checkers by a mar-
gin of victory equaling just over one
second. 

“I was getting a ton of side bite.
I knew I was really good through
the top of three and four, so when I
got a run on Ryan [Smith], I figured
I better go ahead and give it a
shot,” Macedo explained. “It all
worked out.”
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Selinsgrove Speedway for
$10,000 Payday 

Ryan Smith raced his was to his first ever Jim Nace Memorial/Na-

tional Open victory at Selinsgrove Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



Kansas Speedway
KANSAS CITY,

KS - It seems only fit-
ting that the driver of
the #2 car in the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series visit the
home of another #2 -
the B-2 Spirit.

Before heading to
Las Vegas for the start
of the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
playoffs, Brad Ke-
selowski, who has
won the past two Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series races,
stopped in at White-

man Air Force Base to visit with air-
men and get a tour of the B-2 Spirit. 

“Just like in NASCAR, it takes a
team to build this stealth bomber,”
said Keselowski. “We have our me-
chanics, pit crew, crew chief and
me as the driver. Here they have
their strategy officers, pilots, me-
chanics and so many more people
involved. Itʼs great to meet them
and the commitment they and their
families make is truly amazing. Itʼs
a whole other level of what they do
for us.”

As he looks forward to the play-
offs and the Hollywood Casino 400
at Kansas Speedway, Keselowski
knows that heʼll have to put to-
gether a good run. 

“These are the toughest 10
weeks of the season and you have
to have the best 10 weeks of your
season to try and win a champi-
onship,” he said. “And weʼre com-
mitted to doing just that.

“With Kansas Speedway being
an elimination race, youʼre going to
see some guys be conservative,
but some are going to be aggres-
sive depending on their situation.
And with that it seems to create a
lot of chaos the last few races and
Iʼm sure we will see it again.”

All Kansas Speedway tickets are
currently on sale by calling
866.460.RACE (7223) or by log-
ging onto
www.kansasspeedway.com. 

Kansas Speedway, a premier
motorsports facility in the Midwest,
hosts two NASCAR race weekends
a year, in addition to hosting ap-
proximately 200 other events
throughout the year. In the fall, the
NASCAR playoffs return Oct. 20-21
with the NASCAR XFINITY Series
Kansas Lottery 300 and Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series Hol-
lywood Casino 400. Also in the fall
is the ARCA Racing Series pre-
sented by Menards series finale. To
purchase season or single day tick-
ets, call 866.460.RACE (7223) or

log onto www.kansaspeedway.
com.
A limited number of camping spots
are available by calling Kansas
Speedwayʼs Ticket Office. 

General parking is always free at
Kansas Speedway and fans can
bring in one 14x14x14-inch soft-
sided cooler with their favorite food
and beverages. 

Fans can follow Kansas Speed-
way on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/kansasspeedway, follow
us on Twitter (@kansasspeedway),
on Instagram (kansasspeedway)
and Snapchat (kansasspeedway).

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Talladega Su-

perspeedway will combine two of
Americaʼs greatest pastimes –
building blocks and superhero ac-
tion – when The Lego Batman
Movie headlines Kids Movie Night
on Saturday, Oct. 13, during the
trackʼs doubleheader NASCAR
Playoff weekend.   

Kids Movie Night, which was in-
troduced last fall, will commence
after the running of the Talladega
250 NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series event and Food-
land/Food Giant Qualifying for the
1000Bulbs.com 500. Families will
be able to watch Batman, Robin,
The Joker and their other favorite
characters on a huge screen in the
FOX Sports 1 Dome (located be-
hind the International Motorsports
Hall of Fame) outside the track. A
(FREE) Saturday or Sunday ($50
off regular pricing to the
1000Bulbs.com 500) kids ticket is
required for entry.

The memorable experience will
be enhanced with games, face
painting and a special visit from a
couple of superheroes. Doors will
open at 5:30 p.m. CDT, with The
Lego Batman Movie slated to start
at 6 p.m. CDT. For superior comfort
and relaxation, families are encour-
aged to bring their own pillows and
blankets. Light concessions will be

available for purchase, and FREE
parking will be provided at the FOX
Sports 1 Dome for movie night only.

To add to the race weekendʼs
festivities for families, there will be
a private Kids Autograph Session in
the FOX Sports 1 Dome prior to the
movie showing. Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series drivers
Chase Elliott, Bubba Wallace and
Chris Buescher will make an ap-
pearance to sign autographs for
kids 12 and younger from 5:30 p.m.
to 6 p.m. CDT. There will be limited
availability and a wristband is re-
quired. Call 855-518-RACE (7223)
for more information.

Families can find out more infor-
mation on the Kids Movie Night, as
well as the Sunday Kids VIP Expe-
rience presented by Childrenʼs of
Alabama by logging on to www.tal-
ladegasuperspeedway.com/kids.
For general ticket information, visit
www.talladegasuperspeedway.com
or call 855-518-RACE (7223).

The doubleheader NASCAR
Playoff weekend kicks off on Fri-
day, Oct. 12, with qualifying for the
Talladega 250 NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series event. The Tal-
ladega 250 is set for a noon CDT
start on Saturday, Oct. 13. Sun-
dayʼs (Oct. 14) 1000Bulbs.com 500
gets the green flag at 1 p.m. CDT.
Anyone holding a Sunday ticket will
also have access to the traditional
Saturday Night Infield Concert pre-
sented by Wind Creek Casino and
Hotel, located in the famous infield,
featuring country music artist Chris
Janson.

Talladega Superspeedway is
NASCARʼs most competitive
(record 88 lead changes in 188
laps), highest banked (33 degrees),
and longest track (2.66-miles), as
well as the most fun
and fan-friendly. Tal-
ladega offers some-
thing for everyone,
including hundreds of
acres of free camp-
ing, amazing kids

tickets and college student prices,
along with special offers for military
members and first responders, and
teachers and educators. The his-
toric venue, built in 1969, is
deemed NASCARʼs “Party Capital”
thanks to the trackʼs infamous in-
field, which features the traditional
Saturday Night Infield Concert pre-
sented by Wind Creek Casino and
Hotel and the world-renowned Tal-
ladega Blvd., home of Friday
nightʼs “Big One on the Blvd.” party.
Itʼs the site of the most comfortable
seats in motorsports, large ISM Vi-
sion HD video boards lining the
frontstretch and endless pre-race
activities for fans on race day, in-
cluding special Kids VIP opportuni-
ties. For ticket information,
visit www.talladegasuperspeed-
way.com or call 855-518-RACE
(7223).

The track, along with its parent
company, International Speedway
Corporation, recently an-
nounced Transformation - The Tal-
ladega Superspeedway Infield
Project. The approximate $50 mil-
lion redevelopment endeavor is
part of ISCʼs long-term capital allo-
cation plan and reinvestment into
its major motorsports complexes.
The project, highlighted by a one-
of-a-kind Garage Fan Zone Experi-
ence, will feature “up-close”
access, interactive attractions and
enhanced amenities for fans, spon-
sors, teams and stakeholders in the
iconic Talladega infield. Full com-
pletion of the modernized project is
scheduled for October of 2019.
Fans can learn more about the
project by visiting www.talladega-
superspeedway.com/transforma-
tion. The track, which opened in
1969, will also celebrate its 50th
Anniversary next year.

Eldora Speedway
ROSSBURG, OH - When the

remnants of Tropical Storm Gordon
forced the 48th annual World 100
to be re-scheduled to Friday and
Saturday, October 12th and 13th, a
weekend which already featured
the World of Outlaws CRAFTS-
MAN Sprint Car Series as Eldora
Speedwayʼs 65th season finale on
Sunday, October 14th, one of the
many challenges was that all re-
served camping for the World 100
was already sold out.

To make room for all of the
(Continued Next Page)
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Brad Keselowski sits in the B-2 Spirit during his visit to Whiteman

Air Force Base. (KS photo) 
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returning World 100
fans using their
rainchecks, new fans
who can now attend
the re-scheduled
World 100 on Friday
and Saturday and the
World of Outlaws
Sprint Car fans plan-
ning to attend the
#LastCallForMethanol
on Sunday, Eldora of-
ficials have an-
nounced the addition
of 227 reserved camp-
sites.

“Our team got to
work right away on a plan to make
more room for everyone in Octo-
ber,” said general manager Roger
Slack. “Weʼre building new en-
trances to Lots 4 and 5, new drive-
ways, moving fences and
improving drainage. There is fresh
gravel going down again in all of El-
doraʼs campgrounds and we are al-
most ready for next weekendʼs
4-Crown Nationals.”

The additional campsites, lo-
cated in Lot 5, will be available for
$50 on Friday beginning at 10 a.m.
Eastern at www.EldoraSpeed-
way.com, by calling (937) 338-3815
or at the Eldora box office.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Charlotte

Motor Speedway and the American
Red Cross honored those who lost
their lives in the attacks on Sept.
11, 2001, with a poignant salute to
Americaʼs heroes during a Laps for
Life blood drive on Tuesday at the
speedway.

Sept. 11 attack survivors and
New York City Fire Department
members Hank Molle and Peter
Cachia spoke at the eventʼs open-
ing ceremonies. Molle, a retired
New York City firefighter, lost 19
men in his firehouse including his
best friend in the Sept. 11 attacks.

“Sept. 11, 2001, will forever be
one of the darkest days in Ameri-
can history,” Molle said. “From that
day of darkness came a whole lot
of good. There was so much sup-
port from people all over the coun-
try. Seeing people cheering and
waving American flags in support
was so special. … Our military and
first responders are constantly put
in harmʼs way. Thatʼs where organ-
izations like the American Red
Cross help. When other help isnʼt
available, the Red Cross is there –
just like the folks who gave blood
today.”

Cachia – a retired firefighter and
EMT who works in the speedwayʼs

track services department – also
spoke to those in attendance.
Cachia and his fellow firemen res-
cued countless victims following
the attacks.

“Itʼs very important that people
donʼt forget that day,” Cachia said.
“Firefighters, police officers, EMTs,
paramedics are heroes every day.
There were civilian heroes that day,
too. This event is very important to
honor them. This day is all about
doing good deeds for people, and
this blood drive is a great way to do
just that.”

Participating blood donors gave
blood in the speedwayʼs infield
Paddock Club and received re-
wards including a ride on the Char-
lotte Motor Speedway ROVAL™ as
well as tickets to Bojanglesʼ Quali-
fying on Sept. 28.

TICKETS: To purchase Bank of
America ROVAL™ 400 tickets fans
can call the 1-800-455-FANS
(3267) or shop online at www.char-
lottemotorspeedway.com.

Indianapolis Motor Speedway
INDIANAPOLIS, IN - Race fans

should renew their tickets now for
the 2019 Big Machine Vodka 400 at
the Brickyard Powered by Florida
Georgia Line and Lilly Diabetes
250 to get the best prices and seat
choices possible for the annual
NASCAR races at the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway.

Fans are encouraged to renew
or upgrade their Big Machine
Vodka 400 at the Brickyard Pow-
ered by Florida Georgia Line event
weekend tickets at
www.ims.com/renew. The renewal
window will continue through Mon-
day, Sept. 24.

These will be the best prices of
the year, only available during the
renewal window. Prices will in-
crease when tickets go on sale in
the fall.

"Our loyal fans are the best in
the world, and we're happy to offer
them the opportunity to save on
tickets and other products for our
exciting NASCAR weekend next
September," IMS President J. Dou-
glas Boles said.

"While everyone was disap-
pointed with Mother Nature's lack
of cooperation this year, there were
two competitive races with thrilling
finishes in much more comfortable
temperatures, and we can't wait to
see that again in 2019, hopefully
with plenty of sunshine."

The Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series regular season once
again will come to a thrilling con-
clusion Sept. 6-8, 2019, with the
field for the NASCAR Playoffs set
after the race. NASCAR Xfinity Se-

ries racing also will take place dur-
ing the race weekend on the his-
toric, 2.5-mile oval.

Fans who have included tickets
for other products in their 2018
order also can reorder at dis-
counted prices during the renewal
period. Those products include:

•Lilly Diabetes 250 Race Day
tickets

•Friday General Admission tick-
ets

•Parking (including ADA parking)
and camping permits

•Big Machine Vodka 400 at the
Brickyard pre-race pit passes

Those who take advantage of
the renewal period also will be first
in line for ticket upgrades and are
eligible for other presale offers for
all IMS events.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - As Homestead-

Miami Speedway prepares to host
NASCARʼs championship races for
the 17th consecutive year, it is also
getting ready for another competi-
tion being held off the track.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
and the Omari Hardwick bluapple
Poetry Network of the Jason Taylor
Foundation are partnering with
Miami-Dade County Public Schools
to hold the third annual “Write Track
Poetry” competition. 

The “Write Track Poetry” pro-
gram is designed to promote
school-wide interest in creative
writing and literacy through poetry,
with a focus on a NASCAR theme.
Earlier this year, the Jason Taylor
Foundation received the Institution
Award at the 2018 NASCAR Drive
for Diversity Awards for their efforts
in exposing minorities to motor-
sports through “Write Track Poetry.”

The foundation, along with
Homestead-Miami Speedway will
again be introducing spoken word
poetry to Miami-Dade County mid-
dle schools this fall. Students from
participating schools will submit a
poem based on the topic, What
does winning look like? 

As part of this yearʼs competi-
tion, the top three poetry pieces in
each grade (6-8) from each of the
schools will be awarded two tickets
to the Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series Ford
EcoBoost 400 cham-
pionship race at
Homestead-Miami
Speedway on Sun-
day, November 18,
2018. In addition, the
top student overall
will have their piece
professionally filmed.

“The ʻWrite Track
Poetryʼ program has

given South Floridaʼs youth a cre-
ative way to express themselves,”
said Homestead-Miami Speedway
President Matthew Becherer. “Po-
etry and creative writing are impor-
tant educational tools that help
children develop both inside and
outside the classroom. As this pro-
gram continues to grow, Home-
stead-Miami Speedway is excited
to see the profound impact the pro-
gram has in the community and on
the future of our youth.” 

“The consistent growth of Write
Track Poetry is a testament to the
value of this program in the Miami-
Dade community,” said Marnino
Toussaint, Jason Taylor Foundation
Youth Engagement Coordinator.
“This work is so much bigger than a
poem, a track, or a competition.
The direct impact Write Track is
having on our students academi-
cally, emotionally, and profession-
ally extends far beyond numbers,
and I see this firsthand each time I
step into a classroom or audito-
rium. The Jason Taylor Foundation
is thrilled to partner with Home-
stead-Miami Speedway for a third
consecutive year to continue to
provide this unique programming.”

The following schools will be
holding pep rallies to kick off Write
Track Poetry. Any media interested
in covering any of the pep rallies
should contact Neal Gulkis,
Stephanie Gonzalez-Solis or An-
drew Devlin prior to attending.

• Leisure City K-8 Center: Friday,
Sept. 14 at 8:35 a.m.

• Arthur & Polly Mays Conserva-
tory of the Arts: Friday, Sept. 14 at
1:00 p.m.

• Frank Crawford Martin K-8
Center: Tuesday, Sept. 18 at 8:45
a.m.

• Gateway Environmental K-8
Learning Center: Thursday, Sept.
20 at 8:45 a.m.

• Homestead Middle School:
Thursday, Sept. 20 at 1:00 p.m.

• West Homestead K-8 Center:
Thursday, Sept. 20 at 2:30 p.m.

• Richmond Heights Middle
School: Friday, Sept. 21 at 9:30
a.m.

• Vineland K-8 Center: Friday,
Sept. 21 at 2:00 p.m. (8455 SW
119 St., Miami, FL 33156)
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Dodge City

Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS

- Zach Blurton cap-
tured his second ca-
reer Jerry Soderberg
Memorial Champi-
onship event win atop
the 3/8-mile Dodge
City Raceway Park by
wiring the field in Sat-
urday nightʼs 25-lap
Precise Racing Prod-
ucts DCRP Sprint
Cars versus United
Rebel Sprint Series
feature event.

Along with Blurton,
other winners of the Sixth Annual
Jerry Soderberg Memorial Champi-
onship that closed the books on the
2018 championship season at
DCRP included Brendon Gemmill
in IMCA Modifieds, Dakota Sproul
in IMCA Sport Modifieds, Chris
Oliver in IMCA Stock Cars and
Tathan Burkhart in IMCA Hobby
Stocks.

In the 25-lap DCRP vs. URSS
Sprint Car feature, Great Bendʼs
Blurton gunned into the lead from
the pole position at the outset and
led all the way, slicing through
heavy traffic over the final half of
the race for his lone DCRP win of
the year.

“The car was perfect, I could put
it anywhere and it would work,”
Blurton said of the No. 2J entry.  

“This one is special, it means a
lot to me,” Blurton said after adding
the Soderberg Memorial victory to
the inaugural triumph in 2013.  “Iʼm
family with the Soderberg now and
I wasnʼt the first time.”

Following the raceʼs only caution
after four laps, Blurton opened up
a half-straightaway advantage in
short order over Luke Cranston and
Jake Martens with the latter work-
ing his way into second by the sev-
enth round.

Blurton soon entered lapped
traffic but maintained his advantage
until encountering a cluster of cars
with eight laps to go that allowed
his chasers to temporarily close the
gap.

But Blurton worked through the
congestion diligently and slipped
back out to a half straightaway ad-
vantage by the time the checkered
flag flew.

In his wake, the battle was
heated for position with Martens
and Cranston dicing for second
through traffic.  Then, after climbing
from sixth on the tenth round, Ray
Seemann entered the mix for run-
ner-up honors as well.

DCRP Sprint Car Nationals

champion Martens prevailed in the
battle for second in Blurtonʼs wake
with Cranston rallying back around
Seemann to take the show posi-
tion.  Taylor Velasquez rounded out
the top five behind Seemann while
Steven Richardson secured the
DCRP Sprint Car championship by
crossing the stripe in eighth.

In the 20-lap IMCA Modified fea-
ture, Ponca City, OK, native Bren-
don Gemmill charged into the lead
on the high side from the eighth
original starting position in just
three laps and went on to capture
his third DCRP win of the year.

Gemmill opened up a near
straightaway advantage by the time
caution flew after six laps and then
gradually re-established that same
lead only to have one final caution
fly with two laps remaining.

The former track champion was
unphased by the late caution, fend-
ing off Jesse Smith and Brandon
Conkwright to secure the win.
Rollaʼs Nick Link put the finishing
touches on his second track cham-
pionship in three years by finishing
fourth with Trent Gray rounding out
the top five.

Ellis native Dakota Sproul bat-
tled into the lead on the ninth round
of the 20-lap IMCA Sport Modified
feature and then denied Mike
Roach over the closing rounds to
score his first DCRP win of the sea-
son.

Sproul worked his way past
early pacesetter Mike Lunow and
then survived some late traffic to
hold off Roach for victory honors.
Lunow settled for third with Troy
Bynum in fourth while Jeff Kaup
rounded out the top five to finish off

his fifth track championship in six
years.

After scoring his first career win
just two months ago, Syracuseʼs
Chris Oliver celebrated his sixth
wedding anniversary by adding his
second triumph of the year in the
15-lap IMCA Stock Car feature.

Oliver raced from third into the
lead on the opening round but had
his hands full throughout.  First, it
was Gregg Schell that pestered
him for the lead and then Troy
Burkhart tried to work the top side
of the track in the final laps to snare
the win.  Oliver held steady and
survived the side-by-side duel for
the win with Schell edging past
Burkhart at the stripe for runner-
up honors.  Meanwhile, Dusty Wit-
thuhn claimed the track
championship with a fourth-place
finish as Shannon Maughlin
rounded out the top five.

Haysʼ Tathan Burkhart finished
off the IMCA Hobby Stock season
with a dramatic last-lap move
around Duane Wahrman through
traffic to snare his third win of the
year atop DCRP clay.

After dodging a pair of early skir-
mishes, Wahrman bolted into the
lead on the second circuit of the 15-
lapper and was well on his way to a
fifth win of the season until en-
countering several lapped cars in
the closing laps.  Burkhart closed in
from a handful of car-lengths back
and rallied by on the high side of
turns three and four to take the
checkered flag by a nose with
Wahrman settling for second.

Reagan Sellard bounced back
from an early spin to capture third,
finishing off his second track cham-

pionship in as many years.  Dany
Schulte was fourth with Tom Reed
rounding out the top five.

While the championship points
season has concluded at Dodge
City Raceway Park, there is more
action to come with the BMI Racing
Products Dodge City 200 Enduro
next Saturday night, September 22,
and then the return of the World of
Outlaws Sprint Cars on Saturday,
October 20.

Dominion Raceway
FREDERICKSBURG, VA -

Eagle Towing, Mullins Racing and
Papa Johnʼs will head up a Racers
for Relief drive at Dominion Race-
way on Thursday night to help
those affected by Hurricane Flo-
rence.

Fans who attend the Virginia
Lottery 100, which will commence
on September 20th, are asked to
bring non-perishable foods and
other basic supplies.  These sup-
plies will be sent to the Carolinas to
help those who have been im-
pacted by the devastating flooding
in North Carolina brought on by
Hurricane Florence.

“We got very lucky in Virginia to
miss the bulk of Hurricane Flo-
rence, so we felt we needed to do
something to help out those who
werenʼt as lucky,” Dinah Mullins of
Mullins Racing said.  “Al Chewning
from Eagle Towing approached us
about helping with a food and sup-
ply drive and we jumped at the
chance.  Dominion Raceway has a
big race coming up Thursday night,
itʼs the perfect opportunity to do it.
Papa Johnʼs has stepped up and
will be giving out pizza coupons to
anyone who donates.  A lot of fel-
low racers have been affected by
this storm, we want them to know
the racing community is here for
them.”

Supplies can also be dropped off
before the race at Bugsyʼs Auto at
10906 Houser Drive in Fredericks-
burg or at Insurance Auto Auction
at 15 Leeway Drive in Fredericks-
burg. 

Many of those affected by the
storm include members of the rac-
ing community from Carteret
County Speedway in Swansboro,
North Carolina.

The Virginia Lottery 100 will take
place on Thursday, September
20th at Dominion Raceway in
Thornburg, Virginia.  Dominion
Raceway is located right off Inter-
state 95 Exit 118.

For more information about
Eagle Towing, call them at 540-
834-3500.  For more information

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Zach Blurton is all smiles in DCRPʼs victory lane after winning his

second Jerry Soderberg Memorial Champioship event. (DCRP

photo)
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about Mullins Racing,
visit their website at
http://www. mullinsrac-
ing.net/ and “like” them
on Facebook at
https://www. facebook.
com/mullins racing/.

Kingsport

Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN -

The NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series
regular season finale
at Kingsport Speed-
way was held Labor

Day weekend. But there was still
life left in “The Concrete Jungle” to
roar one more time this year with
WQUT FM 101.5 Night at the
Races, a special event only for driv-
ers that hadnʼt won a race since the
track reopened for weekly racing in
2011 after having been closed
since end of the 2002 season.

Dillon Hodge of Kingsport, a 15-
year-old Sullivan South High
School student, had an overall
good rookie season competing in
the Late Model Stock Car division
with several top-10 finishes. Bryson
Dennis was also a rookie in 2018,
and just like Hodge he put together
multiple top-10 finishes.

Dennis was fastest in qualifying
at 15.178 seconds to earn the pole
starting position, with Hodge sec-
ond-quickest at 15.340.

Hodge jumped out to the lead at
start over Dennis, while 14-year-old
Carter Davison who was making
his first-ever start at Kingsport
Speedway, battled for the third spot
with Dale Cline before taking the
position. With the race running
clean-and-green, at the halfway
distance in the 60-lap feature
Hodge held an eight car-length ad-
vantage over Dennis.

Behind Hodge and Dennis, the
cars of Davison, Trey Lane, Cline,
Darin Silver and David Flynn were
running together. Running out front
the last thing Hodge wanted to see
was a late race caution, which
would have set up a double-file
restart and given Dennis one last
opportunity to steal a win.

Fortunately for Hodge the race
went caution-free and he captured
the Late Model Stock Car victory
over Dennis, Davison, Lane and
Cline.

Thereʼs a saying that once a
winner, always a winner. Greg
Killen of Clintwood, Virginia, was a
force to be reckoned with winning
races during the ʻ80s and ʻ90s at
Lonesome Pine Raceway. Killen

enjoyed watching his 15-year-old
grandson, Chase Dixon, have a
phenomenal rookie season at
Kingsport Speedway by winning
three races and earning a division-
best nine Modified Street fast-time
pole awards.

Killen last drove a race car 23
years ago, but the 66-year-old
showed he still had what it takes
behind the wheel. Derek Lane led
until a rear tire began deflating, with
both Killen and Austin Peters get-
ting around him. Killen and Peters
battled for the lead, but Killen would
not be denied a trip to victory lane
as he held Peters off for the Modi-
fied Street win. Finishing third
through fifth, respectively, were
Alex Miller, Derek Lane and Kevin
Canter.

Josh Detwiler of Rogersville was
riding in style out front of the Pure 4
feature late in the race when cau-
tion waved on lap 26 to set up a
four-lap dash to the checkered flag.
The double-file restart found De-
twiler and Craig Phelps on the front
row, and back under green they
raced side-by-side two laps before
Phelps moved into the lead.

Taking the white flag and racing
into the first turn, Detwiler put the
front bumper to Phelps and moved
the leader up the track. The duo
raced off the second corner down
the backstretch door-to-door into
the third turn.

What was shaping up to be a
sprint to the flag stand, turned into
disappointment for Phelps and ju-
bilation for Detwiler. The transmis-
sion on Phelpsʼ car came out of

gear, leaving Detwiler power to vic-
tory over William Hale, Dustin Kest-
ner, Brandon Byington and a
coasting Phelps finishing in fifth.

Dennis Arnold and Mitch Gibson
swapped the lead back and forth in
the early stages of the Mod 4 fea-
ture and it appeared either had a
shot at winning. However, the duo
tangled in the fourth turn hitting the
wall, in an incident that also col-
lected third-running Zack Fritz.

Dalton Thomas of Pikeville, Ken-
tucky, had made the haul to North-
east Tennessee from the Bluegrass
State this season and had
recorded top-three (podium) fin-
ishes, but had been unable to seal
the deal to visit victory lane. But all
the pieces of the puzzle finally fit
into place for the Morehead State
University student to capture his
first Mod 4 win over Hershell Robi-
nette, Chris Coleman, James
Deese and Marvin Turnmire Jr.

Mike Mays of St. Paul, Virginia,
and Sammy Ferguson battled for
the lead throughout the Pure Street
feature, but it was Mays winning
the war as he captured the victory
over Ferguson. Finishing third
through fifth, respectively, were
Bryan Young, Eugene Norton and
Brian Eggers.

Fresh content and updates can
also be found on the tracks Face-
book page (@KingsportSpeed-
way), Twitter (@KpSpeedway),
Instagram (@KingsportSpeedway),
Snapchat (@KptSpeedway) 

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action on Friday, Sep-
tember 14 with the First
Responders Friday / Final Friday
Night Shoot-Out program that paid
tribute to Ambulance, EMS, Fire,
Police, and all First Responder per-
sonnel.  The track also had a mo-
ment of remembrance for Ted
Christopher on the one year an-
niversary of his passing prior to the
start of the SK Modified® feature.
After Tom Fearn wrapped up the
Late Model track championship last
week, two more championships
were decided as Ronnie Williams
locked up the SK Modified® title
and Jeremy Lavoie took the Limited
Late Model crown.  Scoring feature
wins on the night were Mike
Christopher, Jr. for the second
week in a row in the SK Modified®
feature, Darrell Keane scored his
second win in the Late Model fea-
ture, Andrew Molleur took down his
fourth win in the SK Light feature,
Ryan Fearn scored his fifth win in
the Limited Late Model feature, and
Johnny Walker scored win #4 in the
Street Stock feature.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Matt Vassar led the first
lap but Todd Owen shot into the
lead on lap-2.  Glen Reen was side
by side with Vassar for second with
Chase Dowling fourth and Tyler
Hines and Max Zachem side by
side for fifth.  

With 7 laps complete, Owen was
still out front with Vassar holding off
Reen for second while Keith Rocco
was side by side with Reen for
third.  Rocco took second from Vas-
sar on lap-10 and Michael Christo-
pher, Jr. was up to fifth behind
Owen, Rocco, Vassar, and Reen.
Ronnie Williams was following right
behind Christopher in the outside
lane and he took over fifth place on
lap-13.

Rocco closed the gap to Owen
and he was right on Owenʼs
bumper as they completed lap 15.
Vassar got into the wall in turns 3+4
and limped back to pit road as the
race stayed green.  Rocco took the
lead from Owen on lap-16 and
Owen tried a crossover move, but
couldnʼt get back by Rocco and he
slotted into second.  Christopher
was now third with Williams fourth
and Reen fifth.  Eric Berndt was up
to sixth with Zachem in seventh
and Joey Cipriano in eighth.
Stephen Kopcik brought the cau-
tion out with 24 laps complete with
a spin coming out of turn 2.

Rocco took the lead on the
restart with Christopher and Owen

(Continued on Next Page…)

Sh
or
Tr
ac
k

Winners (left to right): Dalton Thomas, Josh Detwiler, Mike Mays,

Greg Killen, Dillon Hodge. (KINSPORT SPEEDWAY photo)
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side by side for sec-
ond.  Owen took sec-
ond on lap-26 but
Williams moved into
second behind Rocco
on lap-27.  As the two
leaders came off turn 4
they touched with
Rocco doing a 360
spin to bring the cau-
tion out.  Williams was
sent to the rear for the
contact with Rocco,
putting Owen and
Christopher on the
front row for the
restart.  

Josh Wood, Dowling, and Rocco
got into the turn 1 wall on the
restart to bring the caution right
back out.  Christopher got a good
run in the outside lane and he took
the lead from Owen on the next
restart.  Glen Reen followed
Christopher in the outside lane and
moved into second.  Reen then al-
most took the lead from Christo-
pher in turn 4 on lap-29 but he
settled back into line.  Michael Ger-
vais, Jr. was now third with Owen
back to fourth and Tom Bolles up to
fifth.  

With 5 laps to go, Christopher
was still in command with Reen
holding off Gervais and Owen for
second and Eric Berndt now fifth.
Christopher took the checkered
flag to pick up his second consecu-
tive win and third overall of the
2018 season.  Reen finished sec-
ond with Owen, Gervais, and
Berndt rounding out the top-5.
Ronnie Williams rebounded from
his penalty to finish 6th, which was
good enough to make him the 2018
SK Modified® track champion.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, Glen Reen took the lead at
the green with Michael Wray and
Darrell Keane side by side for sec-
ond.  Keane took second on lap-2
while Tom Fearn quickly moved
into fourth and he took third from
Wray on lap-4.  Wayne Coury, Jr.
was running fifth behind Wray.

Keane quickly closed in on Reen
and he made a move to take the
lead on lap-6.  Fearn followed him
by to move into second and drop
Reen back to third with Wray and
Coury still fourth and fifth.  At the
midway point of the race, Fearn
had closed to within a car length of
Keane for the race lead while Reen
was still third with Wray and Coury
behind him.

Keane was still in front of Fearn
with 10 laps to go, but Fearn was
applying heavy pressure to the
back bumper of Keaneʼs car.  The

battle for third was also tight with
Reen, Wray, and Coury running in
a three car train.  Wray made a
move to the inside of Reen in turn 4
on lap-22 to move into fourth.  The
two cars touched wheels as they
went into turn 1 on lap-23 which
produced a puff of smoke but the
cars remained at speed.  Reen was
given the black flag and he came to
pit road to serve his penalty.  

Fearn was still looking for a way
to get around Keane for the lead
with 5 laps to go.  Wray was now
third with Coury fourth and Tyler
Leary up to fifth.  Keane was be-
ginning to stretch out his advantage
over Fearn to several car lengths
as the laps were winding down.
Keane led Fearn to the checkered
flag to pick up his second win of the
2018 season.  Wray finished third
with Coury and Leary rounding out
the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light Modified
feature, Chris Matthews took the
early lead with Alexander Pearl and
Mark Bakaj lined up behind him.
Andrew Molleur and Wesley
Prucker were side by side for fourth
with Teddy Hodgdon in sixth.  Pearl
pulled alongside Matthews on lap-5
but couldnʼt take the lead.  

Bakaj took second from Pearl on
lap-6 and he pulled alongside
Matthews for the lead on lap-7.
Pearl and Molleur were side by
side for second behind the two
leaders with Marcello Rufrano fifth
and Steven Chapman up to sixth.
Prucker did a half spin coming out
of turn 2 and Hodgdon got into the
frontstretch wall to bring the caution
out with 9 laps complete.

Bakaj took the lead on the
restart with Pearl slotting into sec-
ond.  Matthews was third with
Rufrano fourth and Chapman and
Bryan Narducci in a side by side
duel for fifth.  Matthews got out of
shape coming out of turn 4 on lap-
13 but made a great save and fell
back to 9th place.  Pearl made a
move to the inside of Bakaj on lap-
16 but couldnʼt make a pass and
the caution came out with 16 laps
complete as Narducci and Chap-
man came together on the back-
stretch and got into the wall.

Pearl took the lead on the restart
with Molleur behind him in second
and Bakaj in third.  Molleur moved
back to the front on lap-19 but
Rufrano was making a charge in
the outside lane and he came up to
second as the field headed down
the backstretch on the final lap.
Rufrano was able to get alongside
Molleur, but he couldnʼt make a
pass as Molleur took down his
fourth win of the 2018 season.
Bakaj finished third with Pearl

fourth and Joey Ferrigno fifth.
In the 20-lap Limited Late Model

feature event, Steven Midford took
the lead at the drop of the green
flag with R.J. Surdell right behind
him in second.  Matt Clement was
third in line with Ryan Fearn fourth
and his sister Alexandra Fearn right
behind him in fifth.

Ryan Fearn took third from
Clement on lap-7 and he moved
into second on lap-9.  Alexandra
Fearn took fourth and behind her
was a 3-wide battle for fifth be-
tween Justin Bren, Jeremy Lavoie,
and Surdell with Bren taking fifth,
Lavoie sixth, and Surdell seventh.  

Ryan Fearn was hounding Mid-
ford for the lead and he was able to
make a move going into turn 3 on
lap-14 to take over the lead.
Alexandra Fearn spun in the mid-
dle of turns 1+2 with Lavoie spin-
ning to avoid Fearn.  Lavoieʼs spin
collected the cars of Surdell and
Gary Patnode to bring the caution
out with 15 laps complete.

Ryan Fearn took the lead back
under green with Clement in sec-
ond and Midford in third.  Duane
Provost was up to fourth and
Lavoie was fifth.  Lavoie got around
Provost to take fourth on lap-18
and Alexandra Fearn followed him
through to take fifth and drop
Provost back to sixth.  Ryan Fearn
led the field to the checkered flag to
pick up his fifth win of the season
with Clement, Midford, Lavoie, and
Alexandra Fearn rounding out the
top-5.  Lavoieʼs fourth place finish
was good enough to clinch the
2018 Limited Late Model track
championship.

In the 20-lap Street Stock fea-
ture event, Samantha Anderson
took the early lead with Richard
Ciriello, Chuck Harrison, Jason
Lafayette, and Greg DeMone lined
up behind her.  Lafayette moved
into third and dropped Harrison
back to fourth and the caution
came out with 6 laps complete
when Tess Beyer and Meghan
Fuller got together coming out of
turn 2 and got into the wall.

Ciriello took the lead by a nose
from Anderson on the restart but
Anderson moved back into the lead
one lap later.  Ciriello was kicked to
the high side and he began to fade
backwards as Lafayette moved into
second, Brandon Michael third, De-
Mone fourth and Ryan Waterman
fifth with Ciriello fading all the way
back to 10th place.  DeMone spun
coming out of turn 2 to bring the
caution out with 9 laps complete.

Anderson took the lead back
under green with Michael and
George Bessette, Jr. side by side
for second.  Johnny Walker was up

to fourth with Nicole Chambrello in
fifth.  Michael and Anderson
touched coming out of turn 4 and
they headed towards the infield be-
fore Michael rejoined while Ander-
son spun coming back on to the
track to bring the caution back out
with 12 laps complete.  This put
Walker out front with Bessette
alongside for the restart.

Lafayette did a 360 spin on the
restart to bring the caution right
back out.  Walker and Bessette ran
side by side for a lap before Walker
got clear to the lead on lap-14.
William DesJardins spun in turn 4
to bring the caution back out with
14 laps complete.

Walker and Bessette again went
head to head on the restart and
they were still side by side for the
lead when the caution came back
out with 15 laps complete for
Michael, who came to a stop on the
backstretch.

Walker and Bessette resumed
their side by side duel for the lead
on the restart with Chambrello and
Travis Hydar side by side for third.
Chambrello got clear to third on
lap-17 with Waterman up to fourth
and Hydar in fifth.  Bessette was
still hanging on the outside of
Walker before falling into line be-
hind him on lap-19.  

Walker led Bessette to the
checkered flag to pick up his fourth
win of the 2018 season.  Bessette
finished second with Chambrello,
Waterman, and Hydar rounding out
the top-5.

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT - For

Tom Fearn and the #92 King Ward
Coach Lines Late Model team, the
2018 season has been nothing
short of utter dominance.  With his
12th win of the season last Friday
night, Fearn clinched his second
Stafford Late Model track champi-
onship.  Combined with his three
ProStock track titles in the ʻ90s,
Fearn now has 5 career track titles
at the Connecticut half-mile facility.
Fearn has been so dominant this
season that he wrapped the cham-
pionship up with 2 races still to go
on the calendar.

“Iʼve never won a championship
with 2 races to go before but
thereʼs always a first for some-
thing,” said Fearn.  “Usually it
comes down to the last lap of the
last race and Iʼve won champi-
onships in the past by 2 points but

(Continued on Next Page…)
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now we can come
back knowing weʼre
the champions and we
can represent the
speedway as the
champion.  We canʼt
complain at all, itʼs
been a great year.”

Fearnʼs 12 wins
this season broke his
own division record of
10 wins in a season
that he set back in
2015.  To further illus-
trate just how domi-
nant Fearn and the
#92 team have been

this season, in 19 races they have
12 wins, 5 second place finishes, 1
third place finish, and an 11th place
finish back on May 11 when a me-
chanical issue
ended his night
prematurely.
Fearn says his
level of per-
formance can
all be traced
back to his
crew and the
p r e p a r a t i o n
they put in at
their shop dur-
ing the week
preparing for
Friday nights.

“My crew
does all this for
me and Iʼm just
the lucky guy
who gets to
drive it and put
it in victory
lane,” said
Fearn.  “I al-
ways say I
have the best
crew in the
paddock area
and we have a
good car with
Joe Hamm
building the
chassis and
R.A.D. Auto
Machine under
the hood.  We
have great
support from
SAFCO Foam,
Sun Valley Fire
E q u i p m e n t ,
King Ward
Coach Lines,
JR Sweeping,
and Whipʼs
S p o r t i n g
Goods, we
have Buzzy
and John

Williams helping with the drive-
train.  Itʼs all a big team effort.  My
wife Sue spots for me and sheʼs
right on every week and she helps
keep me safe out there.  We picked
up on a few things and made some
changes on the car that were real
good.  We stayed with the car all
year long making small changes
week to week to make it better and
itʼs been a lot of fun.  I guess my 30
years of experience is starting to
pay off a little bit.”

With Fearn already establishing
a Stafford Late Model record with
his 12 wins this season, he will go
into the final 2 races of the year
with no pressure and looking to ex-
tend his record for wins in a sea-
son.

“Our plan is to do as well as we
can these next two races,” said
Fearn.  “We wonʼt have any pres-

sure on ourselves except the pres-
sure we put on ourselves to per-
form.  Weʼre going to try to keep on
winning.  I guess we could throttle
back a little but it would be nice to
get a couple more wins this year.
Not to be stingy, but when youʼre
going this good, you like to keep on
going.”

Fearn will officially be crowned
the 2018 Late Model champion at
the 49th Annual Stafford Speedway
Champions Awards Ceremony to
be held on Friday, November 16 at
Maneeleyʼs in South Windsor.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway has released its
2019 rules for the SK Modified® di-
vision.  The changes from the 2018
rules are a Beyea Performance
part number TBD has been added

to the list of permitted exhaust
headers for the Spec Engine, the
Spec Engine Flywheel and Clutch
must be an SFI rated 153 tooth
steel OEM type ring gear/flexplate
that weighs a minimum of 4.1
pounds, the Big Haus USA #002
Carburetor Spacer must be used,
and 2019 will be the last season
that aluminum oil pans may be
used with the spec engine.

The release of the SK Modified®
rules means that all 2019 Stafford
Speedway rules have been re-
leased.  Check the DOWNLOADS
section of www.staffordspeed-
way.com to see the 2019 rule-
books.

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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