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It was fitting
NASCAR addressed
its future ahead of its
throwback weekend at
the Darlington Race-
way.

The sanctioning
body not only unveiled
its next generation

stock car, it celebrated the full re-
opening of grandstand seats at
three of its popular race-
tracks – all while teams
were wearing bellbottom
pants, leisure suits and run-
ning paint schemes from
the 1970s at its oldest
speedway.

Actually, the connection
between the sportʼs past
and future was no mistake.

Fifty years ago, cars had
to fit the templates of models in a
showroom. NASCAR got its meas-
urements for each manufacturer
after randomly visiting various deal-
erships. The sport got away from
that when cars became specialty-
built, with four-door sedans being
distorted into two-door racers. Sud-
denly, there wasnʼt anything stock
about stock car racing.

The only real difference between
cars on the track at last Sundayʼs
race at Darlington were the decals
used to mimic a particular car com-
pany.

The next generation will put
change all that. Fords will be Fords.
Chevrolets will be Chevrolets. Toy-
otas will be Toyotas.

“One thing I noticed with that, if
you look at the cars from the ʼ90s
and ʼ80s, whatnot, you could tell
what type of car it was,” Denny
Hamlin said when NASCAR rolled
out next yearʼs cars at The Park
Expo in Charlotte. “If they were all
white, you could tell thatʼs a Pon-
tiac, whatever. These, if you
werenʼt here, they look different.
Like, itʼs not just the same car with
Toyota headlights and taillights.
These cars are a lot different. All
three of them have a very distinct
and different look from the front and
back. It doesnʼt matter what the
color scheme is. Itʼs not the same
car with different decals on it, thatʼs
for sure.”

The program was billed as the
“Rebirth of Stock.” If the car proves
to be as racy as billed, it could sig-

nal a rebirth of stock-car racing.
New cars will be manufacturer

specific. They will include a com-
posite body and symmetrical car
with independent rear suspension,
18-inch wheels and a transaxle that
combines the transmission and
rear gears into a single package.
Most parts and pieces can only be
supplied by an vendor.

Hamlin not only is the driver of
the No. 11 Toyota for Joe
Gibbs Racing, heʼs a co-
owner along with leg-
endary basketball player
Michael Jordon of the No.
23 Toyota thatʼs driven by
Bubba Wallace. He be-
lieves drivers will be more
involved in the setups. As
an owner, heʼs happy
costs will be limited since

it will reduce the expense of devel-
oping and manufacturing specialty
parts.

“Single supplier, I think thereʼs a
lot of different manufacturers of
parts and pieces. Iʼm OK with sin-
gle supplier. 

“I think it makes it easier for
everyone, especially if that supplier
is right here in the home of
NASCAR, a lot of the teams,” he
said. “They can deliver, they can
have trackside services. Thatʼs all
a very viable thing.

“Ultimately, the immediate con-
cern and things that kind of keep
you up at night is, ʻMan, are we
going to have enough parts and
time?ʼ Once we get past the first
part of the season, I think everyone
will have a sigh of relief that weʼre
past the rush now, I think weʼre
going to be OK.”

The next generation car started
with a few common goals and a
blank sheet of paper in 2008. It fi-
nally will become a reality when itʼs
used at the Daytona 500 on Feb.
20, 2022.

Original Equipment Manufactur-
ers are thrilled to see the same
Mustangs, Camaros and Camrys fi-
nally on the track and on the high-
ways.

“This car is true to the Mustang
brand and we have to thank the
Ford design team for working hand-
in-hand with our aerodynamic engi-
neers to ensure it is competitive on
the track, while maintaining unique
Mustang styling,” said Mark Rush-

brook, global director, Ford Per-
formance Motorsports. “That re-
quires a lot of give-and-take on
both sides, but with the new
smaller greenhouse area and
shorter rear deck, we were able to
do a lot of things to make sure
thereʼs no mistaking this is a Mus-
tang.”

The first time Brandon Thomas,
NASCARʼs managing director of
vehicle systems, met NASCAR
Chief Executive Director, Chairman
and Executive Vice President Jim
France in 2019, the two took a walk
around the garage area of the At-
lanta Motor Speedway. France,
whose father, Bill France, founded
NASCAR, didnʼt like the way cars
had been twisted into engineering
projects instead of remaining true
to a manufacturerʼs original vision.

“He walks in on Saturday to the
Cup hauler and weʼre standing
there and I get introduced to him,
and he says, letʼs take a walk, and
we walk around the garage a little
bit. Jim likes to move around really
incognito,” Thomas said. “And so,
we walked around and talked about
cars and talked about the looks of
the cars and things like that, and
his first point was we want these
cars to look like they should.

“And we want the fans that are
motivated by the looks of the cars
to be rewarded with a car that looks
impressive. That was definitely up
there in the design brief, and it was
definitely up there in the corner-
stone of what my management
wanted, what the OEMs as our
partners wanted. It was there from
the beginning.”

“I think the visuals kind of speak
for themselves,” said Chevrolet
driver Chase Elliott. “Obviously, I
think one of the key things that we
as an industry were trying to

achieve with this car is to have
something that looks more what an
individual can go buy at their
Chevrolet dealership at home,
which is to me a piece that we got
away from, from the [Car of Tomor-
row], kind of that whole process.

“I think NASCAR recognized
that. Theyʼre trying to get back in
the direction of having some iden-
tity with their cars. I think this
achieved that.
I havenʼt spent a bunch of time
looking at the other two, but the
Chevrolet side looks a whole bunch
like the Camaro ZL1 thatʼs sitting
right here that you can buy at
home.”

NASCAR continues to tweak its
current car to create better racing.
While drivers said a lower rear
spoiler and more horsepower made
cars difficult to handle, there was-
nʼt any way to mask a lack of pass-
ing up front – especially since race
winner Martin Truex Jr. led 248 of
293 laps, including 143 of the final
144.

At the same time, fans at Dar-
lington still had reason to cheer.
Along with the Kansas Speedway
and Daytona International Speed-
way, those three tracks wonʼt have
any COVID-19 restrictions on ticket
sales for their next races.

“The fans are the lifeblood of
NASCAR and the reason we race
week in and week out,” said Day-
tona President Frank Kelleher.
“Their presence at the track creates
an aura and energy this sport
thrives on.”

But nothing fans the energy
more than good racing. NASCAR
made a significant step by making
stock cars stock again. The next,
and most important, step will be
how it performs on the racetrack.

So far, so good.
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DARLINGTON,
SC - In the final stage
of Sundayʼs Goodyear
400, Kyle Larson
turned a Martin Truex
Jr. cakewalk into a
study in suspense, but
Larson couldnʼt keep
Truex out of Victory

Lane in the 12th NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race of the season. 

Truex swept the first two stages
and led 248 laps to win his third
event of the season and remain the
only multiple winner in the series
this year.  

But after the final sequence of pit
stops, Larson — who gained time
by pitting one lap earlier than Truex
— closed the leaderʼs advantage to
.170 seconds on Lap 266 of 293 as
the drivers worked stubborn lapped
traffic. 

Larson stayed within a second
of Truex until the final few laps,
when Truex finally pulled away to
win by 2.571 seconds. No previous
stage winner had ever gone on to
claim victory at Darlington. 

“We just had a good balance,”
said Truex, who committed to run
the top of the track throughout the
race. “The car would do what I
wanted it to do. I just had to man-
age those long runs. It was really
loose that last run. I was nervous
when the 5 (Larson) was catching
us. We got mired in some traffic
there, and thatʼs always tough …  

“What an awesome team we
have. Hopefully, we can keep this
rolling.” 

The victory was the second at
Darlington for the driver of the No.
19 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota and
the 30th of his career. Truex was
elated to win another race with the
high-horsepower, low-downforce
competition package used at Dar-
lington this year. 

“I think the most important part
is we are winning with the low
downforce package, which most of
the Playoff races we run are,” Truex
said. “Phoenix was a really, really
big confidence booster for us – to
go there and win.  

“I feel like weʼve carried it since
there. We just have to keep this
thing going. Guys are doing a really
good job all around. Itʼs so fun to
drive race cars like that.”  

Kyle Busch finished third, 6.209
seconds back. Fourth-place
William Byron was 17.067 seconds
in arrears and fifth-place Denny
Hamlin was 21.939 seconds be-
hind his JGR teammate, as only
nine cars remained on the lead lap
at the finish. 

Larson lopped two seconds off
Truexʼs advantage during the final
exchange of pit stops but couldnʼt
pull off a winning pass. 

"I was surprised that I was able
to get to him,” said Larson, who
posted his sixth top-10 result in
seven Darlington starts and im- proved his average finish at the

track to a series-best 6.0.  
“I caught him, I closed on pit

road, was riding and actually had
an opportunity to get by and
thought I'd stay patient, and he was
better on the long run." 

As close as Larson made it near
the end, the first two stages were
an absolute runaway.  

Truexʼs Camry was decked out
in an Auto-Owners Insurance paint
scheme. The only other time Truex
had used that livery at Darlington
was in 2016 — and that was the
only time he had ever won a Cup
race at the track. 

But the nod to 2016 wasnʼt the
only throwback involved. In harken-
ing to 2016, Truex was recalling a
season in which he achieved the
sort of dominance he enjoyed on
Sunday afternoon. 

At Charlotte Motor Speedway,

the 40-year-old from Mayetta, New
Jersey, put a permanent stamp on
the Cup Series with an utterly dom-
inant run in the Coca-Cola 600.
Truex led 392 of 400 laps, translat-
ing to a NASCAR-record 588 of
600 miles. 

By the time he took the
green/checkered flag on Saturday
to complete a sweep of the first two
stages, Truex had a 14.516-second
lead over Kyle Busch. 

And for much of Sunday after-
noon, the race threatened to pres-
ent a similar outcome — until
Larson intervened. 

Kevin Harvick came home sixth,
followed by reigning series cham-
pion Chase Elliott, Ryan Blaney
and Chris Buescher, the last driver
on the lead lap. 

Byronʼs fourth-place finish was
his 10th straight top-10 result this
season.
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Cup Nail-Biter at
Darlington 

Martin Truex Jr. is happy to become the first multiple winner in the
Cup series this year. Truex dominated all three stages of the
Goodyear400 Throwback weekend at Darlington Raceway. (NIGEL
KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)

Race winner Martin Truex Jr. (19) battles his teammate Kyle Busch
(18) for position. (JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP photo)



In a dramatic two-
lap overtime shootout,
Justin Allgaier
squeezed past JR Mo-
torsports teammate
Josh Berry and held
on to win Saturdayʼs
Steakhouse Elite 200
NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries event at Darling-
ton Raceway. 

Allgaier chose the outside lane
for the final restart and had to fend
off Berry, who edged ahead enter-
ing Turn 1. But Allgaier shot the gap
to the outside off Turn 2 and pulled
away to win by .422 seconds over
his teammate. 

Allgaier had wrestled the lead
from Berry from the bottom lane on
the previous restart on Lap 138 and
appeared a likely winner before
Ryan Vargasʼ spin on Lap 142
forced the final restart and sent the
race to overtime. 

“Our car wasnʼt as good as we
wanted all day, but the guys down
in the pits, they just kept fighting,”
said Allgaier, who added his first
Darlington win to his maiden win
this season at Atlanta. “To check off
Atlanta and Darlington, I couldnʼt
be more appreciative of this race
team … Weʼre going to celebrate
this one for a while.” 

The victory was the 16th of All-
gaierʼs career. 

Berry will cede his part-time ride
in the No. 8 JRM Chevrolet to Sam
Mayer in the second half of the

season. 
“Iʼm mad,” Berry said. “I want to

win. Iʼm racing for my life out here,
man. We need to find a sponsor or
something so I can run this thing
full-time. But itʼs hard to be mad,

coming here, running second, no
practice, first time with these guys
— thatʼs pretty incredible.” 

Brandon Jones ran third, one

spot ahead of Noah Gragson, who
would have pocketed his third
straight $100,000 Dash 4 Cash
bonus for finishing highest among
four eligible drivers, had his No. 9
Chevrolet not been disqualified in
post-race inspection for an infrac-
tion involving the suspension
mounts. 

Instead, the bonus went to 12th-
place finisher AJ Allmendinger of
Kaulig Racing, who finished ahead
of the other two eligible drivers, Jeb
Burton and Austin Cindric. 

Daniel Hemric, who led 38 laps,
inherited fourth place after the
Gragson disqualification. Jeremy
Clements was fifth, followed by

Michael Annett, Brett Moffitt, Ryan
Sieg and Alex Labbe and Harrison
Burton. 

Cindric, the series leader, was
out front for 34 laps and won the
first stage but crashed on the
frontstretch coming to the check-
ered flag. He finished 30th and saw
his points advantage over second-
place Hemric shrink from 59 to 39. 

Harrison Burton won Stage 2,
but the decision to pit for tires be-
fore the final two-lap shootout
proved unproductive. Burton, who

led 12 laps, finished 10th.  
The race featured nine cautions

for 43 laps.
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Off Dramatic Overtime
Victory at Darlington 

Justin Allgaier salutes the fans after winning the Steakhouse Elite 200 at Darlington Raceway. (NIGEL
KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)

Josh Berry (8) battles with Justin Allgaier (7) for the lead at the final restart. Allgaier pulled ahead in the turn and won the battle to the
checkered flag. (RUSTY JARRETT/NKP photo)



After a 17-truck
wreck effectively
ended Kyle Busch
Motorsportsʼ strangle-
hold on the NASCAR
Camping World Truck
Series, Sheldon
Creed outdueled Ben
Rhodes on the final
two restarts to win Fri-
day nightʼs LiftK-

its4Less.com 200 at Darlington
Raceway. 

Driving a No. 2 GMS Racing
Chevrolet whose paint scheme was
an homage to the late Jason Lef-
fler, Creed took the lead from run-
ner-up Rhodes in a side-by-side
battle after a restart on Lap 140.  

After Danny Bohnʼs spin brought
out the 11th caution of the race on
Lap 141, Creed prevailed once
again on a Lap 146 restart when
Rhodes got loose, slipped and lost
ground. Fittingly, the race ended
under yellow for Hailie Deeganʼs
final lap spin on the frontstretch. 

That caution was the 12th of the
race, for a total of 66 of the 147
laps. 

Creed, the defending series
champion, collected a $50,000
bonus for winning the first Triple
Truck Challenge event of the sea-
son. 

“It feels great,” Creed said after
a celebratory burnout on the
frontstretch. “Didnʼt have the best
truck there, for sure… firing off I
was really tight. Then I was wreck-
ing loose there, just doing every-

thing I could.  
“I was really aggressive on

restarts — thatʼs what it takes.
Weʼve been struggling, but we
keep chipping away at it. Weʼre get-
ting better trucks the last couple
weeks. All I ask for are trucks I can
race with.  

“Won an extra $50K tonight —
whoo!”  

The victory was Creedʼs first of
the season, first at Darlington and
the sixth of his career. Not only did
it stop a record-tying streak of five-
straight victories for KBM, but it
also broke Toyotaʼs seven-race
monopoly to start the season.  

Before a game-changing restart
on Lap 117, however, KBM drivers
seemingly had firm control of the
race. Series leader and Stage 2
winner John Hunter Nemechek
held the point with teammate Corey
Heim — making his NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series debut
on one of NASCARʼs most chal-
lenging tracks — beside him. 

But wide disparities in tire strat-
egy created an accordion effect on
the restart, with trucks with newer
tires pushing trucks that were hav-
ing trouble putting power down. Ne-
mechek and Heim both turned
sideways due to contact from be-
hind, and chaos reigned in their
wake. 

All told, 17 of the 33 trucks still
running sustained damage in the
wreck, including all three of the
KBM entries.  

That set the stage for Creed and

Rhodes to battle for the victory.
Rhodes had recovered from two
flat tires and a penalty for pitting
early to work his way back to the
front.  

“I saw going into the corner we
were going to push low, so I tried to
work our way back up to give us
some line so we could be side-by-
side coming off of (Turn) 2, but got
really loose,” Rhodes said of the
final restart. “Luckily, we saved it,
but it was an up-and-down night. I
had a lot of fun.  

“We set ourselves up for the end
there with our Bombardier Tundra
to go for a long run — with like low
pressures, and then lo-and-

behold, red flags and caution after
caution after caution. So what do
you do, right? He had seven-lap
newer tires, some help on the
restarts, and I guess conditions
were perfect for him, but Iʼm not
going to pout about it. Iʼm driving a
race car. Iʼm happy.” 

Sunoco rookie Carson Hocevar
ran third, followed by Matt Crafton,
Grant Enfinger and Johnny Sauter,
as ThorSport Racing placed four
trucks in the top six. Timmy Hill was
seventh, and Nemechek recovered
to finish eighth. Austin Wayne Self
and Jordan Anderson completed
the top 10.
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Sheldon Creed Holds
Off Ben Rhodes for

Darlington Win 

A battle at the final restart, Sheldon Creed (2) races against Ben Rhodes (99) to win the checkered flag under the caution flag. (RUSTY
JARRETT/NKP photo)

A happy Sheldon Creed not only celebrated his win in the LiftK-
its4Less.com 200 but also his win of the Triple Truck Challenge
event and an extra $50.000. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY
photo)



CHARLOTTE, NC
- The curtain rose, the
smoke billowed, and
three NASCAR Cup
Series Next Gen cars
made a dramatic,
roaring entrance onto

the display floor at the unveil. 
The first impression was obvi-

ous. When reigning Cup champion
Chase Elliott drove the Chevrolet
Camaro, Joey Logano the Ford
Mustang and Denny Hamlin the
Toyota Camry roughly 30 yards in
the Wednesday afternoon unveiling
of the much-anticipated Next Gen
car, the most striking aspect was
how much the new race cars re-
sembled their production counter-
parts—and how easy it was to
differentiate the new vehicles from

one another. 
“This is a significant moment for

our sport,” NASCAR president
Steve Phelps said during his intro-
duction of the Next Gen cars. “This
car is more relevant and includes
more innovation than any car in
NASCAR history. The styling of the
car is clear. I mean, they look un-
believable. Just so incredible to fi-
nally be here. 

“We really wanted to get back to
a promise that we had made to the
fans, which is to put the ʻstockʼ
back in ʻstock car.ʼ That was some-
thing extremely important to us and
our fans. But just as important to
our fans is the racing on the race
track. It's hard to believe that the
racing could be any stronger than it
is last year and the first 11 races

this year, but this car has features
that will make it even better. 

“Simply put, this car will make
our sport healthier and stronger. It's
an exciting day for our industry and
our fans, and I'm proud of all the
work that went into bringing us to
today.” 

Based on data gleaned from
simulations and from limited testing
of small numbers of Next Gen ve-
hicles, NASCAR expects the new
race car to be more challenging to
drive and more exciting to race. As
Elliott put it, itʼs a clean slate for the
best stock car drivers in the world. 

“I'm excited about the product
that we came up with and a lot of
collaboration with all of our key
partners at Chevrolet within the
NASCAR teams to have a product

that looks as good as it does and is
much like the car and the Camaro
you can go buy at your Chevrolet
dealership, too,” Elliott said. “Ex-
cited about that. 

“Selfishly, as a driver, I'm excited
about the challenge. I think it's
going to be tough. There's going to
be things with this car I haven't
seen as a race car driver yet. Until
you get on track and work through
it, it's going to be tough. I'm looking
forward to all the things that come
with that, trying to reinvent yourself
as a driver to see what you have to
do to be good.” 

Fans in attendance at the un-
veiling were greeted with a race car
that exhibits a lower roof line; a
longer, sleeker hood area; a
smaller, racier rear deck lid area;

and more effectively protected
wheels that feature a single central
lug instead of the five lug studs cur-
rently in use. 

Hidden from view are additional
features that bring the Next Gen
car closer to modern production ve-
hicles. 

“The car itself, first of all as an
engineer, racer, I love everything
underneath it which you can't see
today,” said Mark Rushbrook,
global director of Ford Performance
Motorsports. “The new architecture
moving it forward, making it more
modern—the independent rear
suspension, the (rack-and-pinion)
steering system, the driveline, the
opportunity for power train ad-
vancements as our world changes
for future power trains--that's all
built into this. We're really excited
about that. 

“The biggest thing is what you
can see today and what the fans
will see on the track. As a racing
fan, I can't wait to see 40 of these
out on track. It's the body, what we
are able to do by coming up with
new proportions for it. This
screams ʻMustangʼ to me, just the
proportions of the car. With the low
roof, the long hood, the short

deck—those are Mustang propor-
tions. That jumps out immediately.” 

The debut of the Next Gen car
was originally slated for 2021 but
was delayed for a year because of
the coronavirus pandemic. Even
though the car wonʼt race competi-
tively until Speedweeks at Daytona
in February 2022, it already has
had an impact on attracting new
ownership to NASCARʼs premier
series. 

“I think you've heard it from the
likes of Michael Jordan, Denny
Hamlin with 23XI Racing,” Phelps
said. “We've heard it from Track-
house Racing from Justin Marks
and Pitbull, and from Live Fast
Racing with Matt Tifft and B.J.
McLeod. There's an eagerness for
ownership to come to this sport. I

think this car and the importance of
this car, what it represents, is at the
heart of what that would be.” 

Hamlin affirmed Phelpsʼ asser-
tion, noting that the prospect of si-
multaneous development of the
Next Gen car by definition fosters
parity between organizations. 

“It's an attractive time to come
into the sport, obviously,” said
Hamlin, a who partnered with Jor-
dan this year to field cars for Bubba
Wallace. “This was a big factor in
our decisions, will be part of our de-
cisions going forward. 

“We have a reset in technology
and resources that are going to be
going into this car. We're not at a
20-to-30-year disadvantage by
coming into the sport. We'll all be
developing it at the same time in its
early existence.” 

The Next Gen car, however, is
not yet a fait accompli. Thereʼs test-
ing to be done with large numbers
of cars on the track, with an eye to-
ward analyzing the aerodynamic
aspects of multiple cars racing to-
gether. There are decisions still to
be made about such vital racing as-
pects as horsepower and spoiler
size. 

“We have tests coming up in Au-

gust (that) will be the first time that
we'll look at Daytona with multiple
cars on the track,” said Steve
OʼDonnell, NASCAR executive vice
president and chief racing develop-
ment officer. “And then as you fast-
forward towards the end of the
season—October, I believe—we'll
have both the (Charlotte) Roval
with multiple cars on the track from
each of the race teams. 

“And then following that up post-
Phoenix (in November), we'll dial
that in with the race teams as well,
with a number of cars out on the
track. Don't have anything concrete
yet for Daytona around that Janu-
ary time frame, but those will be
what will be in place towards the
end of this year, with multiple cars
out there.”

NA
SC

AR
 Cu

p S
eri

es NASCARʼs Next Gen
Cars Combine
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Performance  

The GenX cars made their debut Wednesday. Chase Elliott , driving the Chevrolet Camero (left), Joey Logano, driving the Ford Mus-
tang (center) and Denny Hamlin, driving the Toyota Camry (right). C. TILTON/GETTY IMAGES photo)



NASHVILLE, TN -
For a few laps Satur-
day night, after
Sammy Smith had
been black flagged for
crossing the start line
before the leader
when the Crosley
Record Pressing 200
presented by T-Mobile
at Nashville Fair-
grounds Speedway
took the green flag, it

seemed the ARCA Menards Series
East points leader would be in for a
rough race.

Yet Smith, who went a lap down
when he was issued a pass-
through penalty, quickly earned his
lap back by passing the leader in a
show of race-winning speed.

Sure enough, 190 laps later, the
No. 18 Engine Ice Toyota was in
Victory Lane for the second con-
secutive time in the ARCA Menards
Series East.

The 16-year-old Smith had
worked his way back into the top 10
when the first of two race breaks
arrived on Lap 76. Just before the
midway point of the race, on Lap
98, he took the lead from Mason
Diaz and never looked back, lead-
ing each of the last 103 laps.

“I guess I jumped the start,” said
Smith. “I felt like we had a good
enough car to come back through
the field. We got our lap back, then
came through the field. I canʼt thank
the Engine Ice guys enough; the
whole Joe Gibbs Racing team.
They brought me a super fast car.”

Smith, 16, picked up his second
win in his first season running in
the ARCA Menards Series East.
With the victory, he extended his
lead in the championship standings
to 15 points over second-place
Mason Diaz.

Diaz, who finished second to
Smith in February at 5 Flags
Speedway in Pensacola, Florida,
finished second to Smith again Sat-
urday night at Nashville.

Diaz now has a seven-point
edge on third-place Max Gutiérrez
in the East Series championship
standings.

“Just shows what this team is
able to do,” Diaz said of his con-
secutive runner-up finishes. “Itʼs
hard to compete against Joe Gibbs.
Itʼs in the name. They win in the
(NASCAR) Cup Series; theyʼre def-
initely going to win in ARCA.

“But for our small team, and
what we put into it, to come out
here and finish second (ahead of)
all these other teams, that means
the world to our team.”

Mason Mingus finished third at
Nashville after qualifying on the
General Tire Pole. Mingus, the 26-
year-old local driver who competes
in Late Models regularly at
Nashville Fairgrounds Speedway,
was making his first start on the
ARCA Menards platform since
2017.

Mingus finished second to Frank
Kimmel in the 2013 ARCA Menards
Series championship standings
and entered Saturday with 37
ARCA starts on his resume, but he

had never raced in whatʼs now the
ARCA Menards Series East.

“We fired off a little too free,”
said Mingus, who led 56 laps Sat-
urday night at his home track driv-
ing for Jeff McClure and Andy
Hillenburgʼs Fast Track Racing
team. “The track really cooled
down on us; we didnʼt really antici-
pate that.

“We were able to make a run for
it there at the end. Maybe a little
more time, we would have had
something for (Diaz), but they were
pretty quick. The 18 was really fast.
I donʼt think anybody had anything
for him.”

Both Smith and Mingus ran the
North/South Super Late Challenge
race that took place prior to the
Crosley Record Pressing 200 at
Nashville. Carson Kvapil won the
first leg of the trackʼs doubleheader
before finishing 11th in the East Se-
ries race.

Smith said that experience
helped him “quite a bit” Saturday
night.

Conner Jones finished fourth at
Nashville in his ARCA Menards
debut.

Joey Iest, the ARCA Menards
Series East rookie driving for David
Gilliland Racing this season, fin-
ished fifth. Rajah Caruth, Parker
Retzlaff, Daniel Dye, Max Gutiérrez
and Stephanie Moyer rounded out
the top 10.

Moyer now has two top-10 fin-
ishes in two East Series starts after
she finished eighth in her debut at 5
Flags.

Retzlaff brought out the raceʼs
only caution (beyond the pair of
scheduled race breaks) when he
spun in Turn 2 on Lap 180.

The ARCA Menards Series East
will return to action next week. The
General Tire 125 at Dover Interna-
tional Speedway on Friday, May
14, is scheduled to start at 5 p.m.
ET. The race will be shown live on
TrackPass on NBC Sports Gold.

A replay of Saturday nightʼs race
at Nashville will air on NBCSN on
Thursday, May 13, at 6:30 p.m. ET.

MOORESVILLE,
NC - Bahama, North
Carolina CARS Tour
regular Layne Riggs
dominated Friday
nightʼs running of The
Race at Ace 125 at
Ace Speedway. Riggs
bested Bobby Mc-
Carty who started the
race from the pole po-
sition, followed by
Justin Johnson in the
third position.

Riggs won by .907 seconds and
led the entire 125 lap event with the
exception of a lap 89 restart that al-
lowed McCarty to pick up an addi-
tional championship bonus point for

leading a lap. 
Riggsʼ car may have been the

only machine that didnʼt have dam-
age after a caution filled event col-
lected a majority of the field at one
point or another.

While the top three finishers may
have left the speedway happy, mul-
tiple drivers left feeling disap-
pointed and frustrated with their
follow competitors.

One of those was Deac Mc-
Caskill who entered Friday nightʼs
race one point behind champi-
onship leader Bobby McCarty. Mc-
Caskill was caught up in a lap 88
incident between rookies Kaden
Honeycutt and Joe Valento that
ended the veteranʼs night early and

will drop him down in the standings.
Rounding out the top five was

Jared Fryar, who came from deep
in the field to score the fourth place
result, and Jonathan Shafer, with
his best showing of the 2021 cam-
paign.  

For additional information on the
CARS Late Model Stock Tour and
the CARS Super Late Model Tour
visit www.carsracingtour.com and
by liking “CARS Tour” on Face-
book, following @CARSTour on
Twitter, and on Instagram cars_tour.
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g Sammy Smith Battles Back
From Early Penalty,
Wins at Nashville

Sammy Smith celebrates his win in the Crosley Record Pressing
200 at Nashville Fairgrounds Speedway in victory lane Saturday
night. (ARCA East photo)
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Layne Riggs celebrates his dominating performance at Ace Speed-
way in victory lane for the CARS Tour Friday night. (CARS Tour
photo)

Layne Riggs Dominates a
Rough Race at Ace



PUBLIC AUCTION
Tuesday, May 25 -Wednesday, May 26

SALE LOCATION: 206 Overhill Dr, Mooresville, NC, 28117; From I-77 North of Charlotte to Exit 36, go East to
Corporate Center Drive, turn left (Zaxbyʼs will be on the corner); go to second stop sign, turn left onto Overhill

Drive. 206 will be on the right; watch for Auction Signs

Doors open at 8:00 AM each day
Starts at 9:30 AM each day 

EQUIPMENT -PARTIAL LISTING
Magnaflux Machine -Model ADH-2045;  Sine Wave Invereter 1800; Hammer Strength Weight Station,
dump cans 

PARTS - PARTIAL LISTING
SB2 ported alum intake, Corvette heads, pinion yokes, C/F air boxes, radiators, driveshafts, r/e hous-
ings, braided line, brackets, oil pans, spring cups, pulleys, valve springs, push rods, memorabilia, 4
blade fan blades, alum intakes, retainers, filters, D/S oil tanks, firebottles, firebottle brackets, Carrillo
Rods, Pankl rods, ring & pinions, oil pumps, steel roller rockers, roller lifters, solid lifters, alum tanks,
bushings, gauges, c/f pieces, wheel studs, slugs, wiring, kevlar line, Peterson filters, C/F tanks, plugs,
aeroquip fittings, rod bolts, torsion bars, fuel pump pcs, in line filters, sway bar arms, valves, bearings
& seals, oil coolers, crankshafts, triple disc clutches, P/S pump, rocker stands, rocker bars, trans plate
covers, trans shafts & gears, dampner, dampner shell, dry brakes, brake blower fans, starters, oil re-
motes, lifter bushings, wrist pins, distributors, shifter handles, polyurethane wheels, spring rubbers,
water pumps, truck arm spacers, P/S fluid, water necks, solenoids, belts, alum bell housings, coil
springs, nuts & bolts, collectors, Axles, calipers, shocks, brake hats, rotors, Wix filters, cup holders,
flywheels, ratchet straps, gaskets, slugs, axle caps, front drive pcs, fuel regulators, caliper lines, rear
sway bar assembly, diesel fuel treatment 

Owner: Hendrick MotorsportsOwner: Hendrick Motorsports
Plus Other Top ConsignorsPlus Other Top Consignors

Firm License #8623

Maria Vannice, Auctioneer  Danny Irvin, Auctioneer   
NCAL #8595    IN AU10800010 NCAL #8657    IN AU10800039

Visit our website for additional info: 

www.mcsauctions.com

TERMS OF SALE:  Terms of sale is cash, cashier checks, money orders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or Mastercard. Business or Personal
Checks must be accompanied by a Bank Letter of Credit submitted to cashier on Sale Days. There will be a 15% buyerʼs premium
charged on each lot number sold, with a 5% discount given for cash. Driver's license or picture identification is required to register.
All items sold “As Is, Where Is” with no guarantees or warranty ex-
pressed or implied. Buyers must settle and remove all items at the end of
each sale day. Announcements sale day take precedence over any
printed matter



Saturdayʼs #Let-
sRaceTwo finale felt
like the symbolical be-
ginning of a new era in
more ways than one.

For starters, Shel-
don Haudenschild fi-
nally achieved one of
his biggest personal
goals: winning at El-
dora Speedway. The
27-year-old gasser
grew up only two
hours away from the
1/2-mile in Wooster,

OH sitting in the shadows behind
his legendary father, Jac Hauden-
schild.

Jacʼs legacy at The Big E is un-
deniably amongst the all-time
greats. He won three Kings
Royalʼs, the Mopar Million, and
countless other features in his hey-
day. Now, Sheldon is getting his
chance to shine at The House That
Earl Built. On Saturday, he did it
while racing against his father in his
farewell season aboard the
Pennzoil #22, too.

On another level, Sheldonʼs mo-
mentous breakthrough was special
because it came against Donny
Schatz. The 10-time World of Out-
laws NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car
Series champion is easily the
greatest Eldora icon of his era, win-
ning almost 20 times at the Ross-
burg, OH facility. Simply put, heʼs
the man to beat there.

Schatz and his Tony Stew-
art/Curb-Agajanian Racing crew
were poised for a milestone victory
until Sheldon spoiled their moment.
Stalking Schatz over the final ten
laps, Haudenschild slowly reeled in
the Ford Performance, Carquest
#15 before pouncing at the white
flag and sending his NOS Energy
Drink, Stenhouse Jr. Marshall Rac-
ing #17 to the lead.

He survived an extra 1/2-mile to
score his 17th career World of Out-
laws victory and the third of his
2021 season.

“Donny is the best in the busi-
ness,” Haudenschild acknowl-
edged on a man he grew up
watching. “He schooled me early in
the race, so I just fell into second
and watched him for a bit. Some-
times itʼs better to not be out front.
I just kept telling myself to hit my
marks and stay smooth. You have
to be perfect at this place, and we
finally did it tonight.”

From the outset, Haudenschild
and Schatz were the two to watch
in the #LetsRaceTwo finale.

Schatz somehow picked his way
from seventh-to-second in the first
two laps of the 30-lapper, but then
Haudenschild blasted by he and
leader Ian Madsen thanks to a
monster slide job into turn one. The
#17 paced the following four laps
before Schatz perfected the low
line and cruised into command on
Lap 8.

A gnarly crash collecting top-five
runners Giovanni Scelzi and Car-
son Macedo – all were okay – set
the stage for the final restart on Lap
16. Electing to restart on the bot-
tom, Schatz (Fargo, ND) quickly
pulled away and seemed as if he
was finally due to collect his first
win of the 2021 season.

However, with 10 laps to go, you
could feel the tide change. The mo-
mentum was swiftly changing, and
it was changing away from
Schatzʼs #15.

With every passing lap, Hau-
denschild cut into the lead and
withered it away until he was
hounding Schatz with three to go.
But the next time around, he was
all over his back bumper. The next
time? He was leading as the white
flag waved and the #17 drove
around the #15.

Haudenschild drove away to of-
ficially claim his first Eldora triumph
by 0.930-seconds over Logan
Schuchart, who stole second from
Schatz on the final lap.

“As long as we can keep this
team, these group of guys together
for a long time, we could do some-
thing special,” Haudenschild said
while realizing the magnitude of
this moment. “If you look at the #15
[Schatz] or #49 [Sweet] over all
these years, the crew is a huge part
of their legacy. This win is at the top
of my list, and it wouldnʼt come
without my guys [Kyle] Ripper,
Nickolas [Goodfliesch] and Drew
[Brenner]. I canʼt wait for our big
July shows here.”

Coming home with a second-
place finish at Eldora was Logan
Schuchart of Hanover, PA. He
earned KSE Hard Charger honors
with a jaw-dropping 21st-to-2nd
(+19) bid aboard his Drydene Per-
formance Products #1S.

“Man, we needed this run,”
Schuchart said following his recent
run of bad luck. “Weʼve had a fast
car all year, but those little problem
have hurt us. Confidence is huge in
this sport, and we just got a lot back
tonight. I knew we had a good car,
especially as the track came in. Iʼm
so happy to be back here at Eldora.

I love this place.”
Finishing a heartbreaking third

was Schatz, who led 21 laps until
Haudenschild went by at the white
flag.

“He just had everything to gain
by moving around the race track,”
Schatz said on Haudenschild
catching him. “We were solid out
front, but kept fading there at the
end. We were better in the middle
and lower early on, but sometimes
you get to see whatʼs going on if
youʼre bak there. I couldnʼt move
around, itʼs just the way it goes.
Wouldʼve been nice to win, but we
didnʼt. Weʼll get another chance on
Wednesday.”

Behind Haudenschild,
Schuchart and Schatz was Ian
Madsen in fourth after leading the
first three laps aboard the McGhee
#11, and Jacob Allen with his first
top-five finish of the season aboard
his Shark Racing, Drydene #1A.

Rounding out the top ten at El-
dora was Brian Brown, David
Gravel, Aaron Reutzel, Tyler Court-
ney and Parker Price-Miller.

UP NEXT – The World of Out-
laws NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car
Series prepare themselves for the
first invasion of 2021 against the PA
Posse. A three-race swing through
Pennsylvania will bring The Great-
est Show on Dirt to Lincoln Speed-
way on Wednesday, May 12
followed a doubleheader at
Williams Grove Speedway on Fri-
day-Saturday, May 14-15.

Brent Marks Wins First
Round of

#LetsRaceTwo
May the 8th represented hope,

triumph and pride for the World of
Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint

Car Series and the entire dirt rac-
ing community last year. It was the
day the Series overcame one of its
greatest adversities and returned to
racing during a pandemic.

This year, May 8 is a day of
hope, triumph and pride for Brent
Marks.

Back behind the wheel of his
family-owned #19m Sprint Car with
the World of Outlaws for the first
this year, the Myerstown, PA driver
overcame a poor qualifying effort to
claim his fifth Series victory Satur-
day afternoon during the first round
of the #LetsRaceTwo at Eldora
Speedway. It was also the Seriesʼ
first time back at the “Big E” since
2019.

“This is awesome,” Marks said.
“A very surreal moment. Weʼve
been running good here the past
couple of weeks. The car has been
awesome.”

The first of two #LetsRaceTwo
events was scheduled to run Friday
night, but after heavy rain showers
pushed the start of the event past
midnight and cold temperatures
didnʼt allow for suitable track condi-
tions for racing, the cars only prac-
ticed and qualified – with David
Gravel setting Quick Time – and
the rest of the event ran Saturday
afternoon.

In the early morning qualifying,
Marks knew heʼd been too cautious
after qualifying 27th. But with a
good nightʼs rest and waking up to
clear skies and a clear mind, Marks
was ready to hold nothing back.

He lived up to his nickname, the
“Myerstown Missile,” by seemingly
breaking the sound barrier with his
run from seventh to second in the
opening two laps of his Drydene
Heat Race. From there, the fuse 

(Continued Next Page)
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Haudenschild Beats Schatz
for Elusive Eldora Win

Sheldon Haudenschild celebrates in victory lane after beating out
Donny Schatz for the seocnd of the #LetsRaceTwo features at El-
dora Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

was lit, and target was
acquired. A direct hit
on his first World of
Outlaws win since the
National Open in 2019
was in his crosshairs.

However, in his
way were two fierce
fighter pilots fueled by
human horsepower.
NOS Energy Drink
sponsored drivers
Sheldon Hauden-
schild and Tyler Court-
ney held a
comfortable one-two
finish in the DIRTVi-

sion Fast Pass Dash to start on the
front row of the 30-lap Feature.
Haudenschild, an Ohio native, was
on the hunt for his first home-state
win at Eldora, and Courtney was
looking to sweep round one, having
won the USAC Sprint Car event be-
fore the World of Outlaws Feature.

When the green flag unraveled
into the crisp air, Haudenschild
launched ahead of the field to claim
the early lead while Courtney
faded, giving second to Marks and
third to Gravel.

Two cautions plagued the mo-
mentum of the first four laps, but
not Haudenschildʼs command of
the lead. He pulled away from
Marks on each restart, finding the
dangerous combination of speed
around the top and bottom of the
track.

Marks maintained about a sec-
ond gap behind Haudenschild but
initially couldnʼt find the grip to
catch the NOS Energy Drink #17
machine, even while Haudenschild
struggled to navigate the slower
traffic.

As the green flag run continued,
new threats began to emerge be-
hind them. Aaron Reutzel was on
the move, making his way from
16th to third in the first five laps and
Logan Schuchart – the last World
of Outlaws driver to win at Eldora –
was also hunting his way forward

from fifth.
However, Schuchartʼs streak of

bad luck continued when he was
the caution with 14 laps to go.
While trying to pass Reutzel for
third, the two made contact and
Schuchart slammed the wall off
Turn 4 with his right rear tire and
blew it. A red flag on the restart
gave his team more time to fix the
damage and he ended up savaging
a ninth-place finish by the end of
the race.

“I have to apologize to Logan
there, I definitely didnʼt mean to get
into the back of him,” Reutzel said.

“I was trying to just let him slide by
and try to get going in the rubber…
I must have just caught him when
he went by. That was definitely my
fault.”

Before the caution for
Schuchart, Marks had cut the gap
between him and Haudenschild in
half. He made sure to not let the
yellow defuse his run when the
race resumed. He stayed locked on
Haudenschildʼs bumper, finding
grip through the middle of Turns 1
and 2 and setting up a run into Turn
3. By the time they saw the flag
stand again, Marks was out front.

His red and white #19m pulled
away with 13 laps to go. Reutzel
was stuck in third with a hard
charger Donny Schatz on the move

behind him from the 17th starting
position.

Haudenschild pushed his Sten-
house Jr.-Marshall Racing machine
to its limits in the closing laps,
bouncing off the wall a couple of
times but never losing speed. That
began to pay off in the final three
laps as Marks took ease with his
throttle around the slick track.

Three car lengths. Two car
lengths. Haudenschild was at
Marksʼs bumper in Turn 4 with the
white flag in the air. Marksʼs name
couldnʼt grace the $10,000 check
just yet.

Perfecting his line one more
time, Marks was able to hold off
Haudenschild and earn his third
overall win at Eldora and third win

in three weeks behind the wheel of
his own car.

“This thing was just really, really
good,” Marks said. “It started taking
rubber with about 15 or 16 to go. I
was gaining on Sheldon a little bit
and he found it. I knew I had to get
him on the restart and do every-
thing I could. This is awesome to
get my first Outlaw win in a little
while.”

Haudenschildʼs car was found to
be light at the scales after the race,
taking him off the podium and giv-
ing him a 24th-place finish. That
gave second place to Reutzel (the
KSE Hard Charger) and third to
Schatz.

“We just went back and changed
everything,” Reutzel said. “Weʼve
been struggling the last few weeks.
We went back to some stuff we did
two years ago, and it helped a lot.
We still have some work to do. Just
have to start farther up in these
races.”

While he may not have earned
the podium on track, Schatz was
happy to walk away with a decent
finish before having to climb back
into his Tony Stewart/Curb-Agajan-
ian Racing #15 machine later
tonight for #LetsRaceTwo round
two.

“Hats off to our CARQUEST
guys, theyʼve got all the dig in the
world,” Schatz said. They keep try-
ing to make things better. Thanks
to all the fans for sticking with us
today. Itʼs challenging to get it in,
but weʼve got our full USAC show
and Outlaw show and we can start
again. Just glad to have a decent
day and get a good finish.”
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Brent Marks takes the checkered flag in the first round of #Let-
sRaceTwo at Eldora Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



FOUNTAIN CITY,
WI - The Dairyland
Showdown at Missis-
sippi Thunder Speed-
way lived up to its
billing. After 60 laps of
slide jobs, crossovers,
and battles through
traffic, it was Chris
Madden who stood tall
in Victory Lane Satur-
day. 

The Gray Court,
SC driver took the lead from three-
time and defending champion
Brandon Sheppard early, en route
to his second win of 2021. Itʼs also
Maddenʼs 30th career World of
Outlaws victory. 

Even though Madden led most
of the race, he didnʼt have much
time to breathe. “Smokey” was
challenged from start-to-finish in
the 60-lap Feature. After he dealt
with Sheppard, it was Rookie of the
Year contender Ryan Gustin who
tried to steal the top spot toward
the end. 

Madden knew he was in for a
battle when he saw the Marshall-
town, IA driver move into second. 

“I watched [Gustin] go around
here all weekend, and that boyʼs
tough,” Madden said. “When he got
into second, I said boy, you better
get your elbows up and give it all
you got.”

A couple of late restarts kept
Gustin on Maddenʼs back bumper,
but “The Reaper” didnʼt have
enough to get by. 

Madden used his experience to
make sure he saw the checkered
flag first. 

“I just had to make sure I hit my
marks, and not slip my wheels
when I didnʼt need to,” Madden
said. “I just had to do the best I
could do, and if they beat me, they
beat me.” 

While Gustin settled for second
–his best World of Outlaws finish –
the rookie was still happy with his
performance at a place heʼs famil-
iar with.  

“I love [Mississippi Thunder
Speedway], itʼs my favorite race-
track in the country,” Gustin said.
“Itʼs huge to know you can actually
run up front and be a contender,
and it feels really good. Hopefully
this is the upside of things.”

Brandon Sheppard and Kyle
Strickler were locked in an exciting
battle for most of the race. The
“High Side Tickler” attempted multi-

ple slide jobs on Sheppard, but the
“Rocket Shepp” powered under-
neath him to get the position back
each time. 

While he managed to cross the
line in third ahead of Strickler, the
New Berlin, IL driver wasnʼt happy
with Strickler after the race.

“The eight car couldnʼt pass me
without hitting me, I donʼt know
what his problem is,” Sheppard
said. 

Strickler had a different view of
what happened. 

“I donʼt think we touched, but I
need to run over him because I feel
like Iʼm giving him too much room,
and being too nice to him,” Strickler
said.

“There was times I was clear
and needed to commit to the slider.

“It doesnʼt matter who he his or
who he drives for. He puts his pants
on the same way I do, so Iʼm going
to go out there and run as hard as
we can.” 

Stricklerʼs fourth-place finish is
his first top-five since February at
DIRTcar Nationals. 

Tim McCreadie crossed the line
fifth, rebounding from an early set-
back. T-Mac had to start last in his
Drydene Heat Race, after his time
was disallowed for not going to the
scales after Qualifying. 

Sheppard leaves Mississippi
Thunder Speedway with a 60 point
lead over Madden in the stand-
ings. Strickler is third—120 points
back. Tyler Bruening is fourth—146
points behind, and Ricky Weiss is
fifth—156 points out of first.

Up Next: The Most Powerful
Late Models on the Planet visit Port
Royal Speedway, May 21-22, for

the Huey Wicoxon Memorial, and
Billy Vacek Memorial.

Sheppard Ends
Drought at Dairyland

Showdown
FOUNTAIN CITY, WI - Holding

his hands together, Brandon Shep-
pard raised them to the sky in
thanks of the gift before him. Vic-
tory. Relief… Finally.

The three-time and defending
champion ended his longest
drought of starting a season with-
out an official World of Outlaws
Morton Buildings Late Model win
(15 races) by finding Victory Lane
Friday night at Mississippi Thunder
Speedway. Along with it came a
$12,500 top prize, as well.

It was also the New Berlin, IL dri-
verʼs 70th Series win. Heʼs now
eight wins away from tying four-
time champion Josh Richards for
most all-time (78). 

Sheppard felt a victory was com-
ing after several consistent runs
over the last month. 

“Everybodyʼs been working to-
gether really hard trying to figure

out what we need to do to get back
to Victory Lane,” Sheppard said. “I
know weʼve been close the last
month, but weʼve been just trying to
find that little bit of extra, and weʼre
getting things back to normal.” 

While Sheppard added to his im-
pressive list of accolades, he also
kept another driver from taking his
first checkered flag.   

Lake Elmo, MN driver Brent Lar-
son got off to a fast start, keeping
his car locked on the bottom.  He
powered past six drivers in the first
10 laps and grabbed the lead.   

Larson opened a sizeable ad-
vantage in traffic, but Sheppard
started to reel him back in. Thatʼs
when the “Rocket Shepp” made his
move, driving around Larson on the
outside. It wasnʼt something Shep-
pard could do early in the race. 

“At the beginning of the race, the
bottom was blowing crumbs up to
the top, so I knew the top wasnʼt
the best place to be,” Sheppard
said. “Once we got into lap traffic,
we got up there and started hus-
tling and it worked out for us.” 

When the top groove came in, it
may have signaled the end of Lar-
sonʼs chances to win. He knew he
couldnʼt come off the bottom if he
wanted to keep his momentum
going. 

Even though Larson didnʼt get to
Victory Lane, second is still impor-
tant for the Minnesota campaigner.
Itʼs his best finish on the World of
Outlaws Late Models Series, so far.

Jimmy Mars finished third, Cade
Dillard was fourth, and Chris Mad-
den crossed the line fifth. 

Sheppard and Larson werenʼt
the only contenders for the win.
Both had late challenges from
Ryan Gustin, who was running third
until his night took an unfortunate
end due to a mechanical failure
with five laps to go. “The Reaper”
had a lot of damage including a
broken driveshaft.
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s Madden Holds on for
$22,500 Victory in

The Dairyland Showdown

Brandon Sheppard finally reached victory lane, snapping his
longest drought of starting a season without an official World of
Outlaws Late Model Series win. (Jacy Norgaard photo)

Chris Madden celebrates in victory lane after winning the Dairy-
land Showdown at Mississippi Thunder Speedway. (Jacy Norgaard
photo)



LAKE ODESSA,
MI - Taking the green
from the pole and
never looking back,
Matt Covington was
unstoppable en route
to Saturdayʼs Sprint
Wars Victory with the
Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network
and Great Lakes

Super Sprints at I-96 Speedway.
Stalked in traffic several times

by Blake Hahn, the closing laps
saw the No. 52 close in for the
pass, but a slip over the cushion
coming to the white flag was all
Covington needed to secure his
first victory for of the season.

On the run-through traffic, Cov-
ington said, “I felt pressured. I knew
Blake was behind me and getting
close, and I wasnʼt sure because
the bottom looked like it was com-
ing in, but the top was good too, but
I wanted that one. I wanted it really
bad, especially for my crew guy,
Matthew Howard, heʼs been work-
ing his butt off, and weʼve been top-
five and running up front, but he
hasnʼt had that taste of victory, so I
had to get this for him.”

While tripping over the cushion
nearly cost him in the end, Hahn
was able to regain his speed and
hold on for second, with Dylan
Westbrook working the bottom
from 12th to complete the nightʼs
podium. Indianaʼs Zane Devault
was the highest finishing GLSS
driver in fourth, with J.J. Hickle
moving up from ninth to complete

the top five.
Charging 11th to first out of the

second BMRS B-Feature, Seth
Bergman proceeded to make up 11
more positions for a seventh-place
finish and the nightʼs Hard Charger
Award. Mark Smith moved up two
spots to eighth, with Ohioʼs Max
Stambaugh making up 10 spots.
Ending up using a provisional into
the event from GLSS, Danny
Sams, III flew from 23rd to com-
plete the top ten.

A field of 39 drivers assembled
at the Michigan oval with five SCE
Gaskets Heat Race wins going to
Chase Ridenour, Colby Thornhill,
Dustin Daggett, Matt Covington,
and Scott Bogucki. BMRS B-Fea-
tures were topped by Brad Lam-
berson and Seth Bergman. Two
Provisionals were used by Danny
Sams, III and Linden Jones.

The next outing for the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network is Saturday, May 15, at
Volunteer Speedway in Bulls Gap,
Tenn. The Great Lakes Super
Sprints head for Tri-City Motor
Speedway in Auburn, Mich. on Fri-
day, May 21.

The 2021 season is the 30th
year of competition for the Lucas
Oil American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network.

For the first time, the series can
be seen live on two platforms, with
Racinboys.com and
FloRacing.com featuring National
Tour events in tandem. Both are
subscription-based sites. FloRac-
ing.com is $20 per month, billed

annually at $150 per year. Racin-
boys.com is $29.99 per month.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up ASCS Nation in 2021, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com,
follow on Facebook, on Instagram,
and Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Tankersley Wins ASCS
Lone Star/Mid-South

Showdown
MONROE, LA - Rare to call

Channin Tankersley a first time win-
ner, but that was the case on Sat-
urday as the Griffith Truck and
Equipment No. 17 made it to Vic-
tory Lane for the first time against
the ASCS Lone Star and ASCS
Mid-South Regions at Dirt on the
Rev.

The 31st time the Highlands,
Texas driver has topped an ASCS
Regional event, Tankersley's win
came over Louisianaʼs Dustin
Gates while Tim Crawley com-
pleted the nightʼs podium. Jeremy
Middleton and Casey Burkham
made up the top five.

From 16th, Cody Gardner made

it to sixth with Joey Schmidt sev-
enth. Landon Crawley was eighth,
followed by Joseph Miller and Pax-
ton Gregory to complete the top
ten.

Colton Hardy Takes
ASCS Southwest

Score by Inches at
Cocopah Speedway
SOMERTON, AZ - Coming

down to a last-lap battle at Coco-
pah Speedway on Saturday night,
the margin of victory was the blink
of an eye as Arizonaʼs Colton
Hardy held off New Mexicoʼs Wes
Wofford by 0.031-seconds for his
12th career victory with the ASCS
Southwest Region.

Rolling from seventh, Hardy
slipped past Wofford coming to the
white flag, then had to throw every-
thing he had at it off the final turn to
hold off the No. 01. In a race, all
their own, third finishing Lorne Wof-
ford crossed 8.122-seconds later
with Jayme Barnes and Charles
Davis, Jr. completing the top five.

Vance Wofford was sixth with
Eric Wilkins in tow. Logan Calder-
wood, Chris Bonneau, and Jesse
Stonecipher made up the top ten.
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s Matt Covington Leads It All

in ASCS/GLSS Showdown
at I-96 Speedway

Channin Tankersley raced his way to his first career ASCS Lone Star
and ASCS Mid-South Regions win at Dirt on the Rev. (Mike Frieri
photo)

Matt Covington celebrates in victory lane after winning the
ASCS/GLSS Showdown at I-96 Speedway. (ASCS photo)

Colton Hardy celebrates in victory lane at Cocopah Speedway
along with second place finisher Wes Wofford (left) and third place
finisher Lorne Wofford (right). (Kim Toops photo)



Jimmy Owens, of
Newport, Tennessee,
is always a threat to
win when he pulls
through the pit gate at
Smoky Mountain
Speedway and last
night's annual 'Smoky
Mountain Spring
Shootout' proved to be
no exception. Jimmy

earned Fast Time honors overall
during the Schaeffer's Oil Spring
Nationals Series qualifying session
and later picked up a heat race vic-
tory. After starting the 53-lap head-
liner at the storied Maryville,
Tennessee facility from the pole po-
sition, the popular driver known as
the "Newport Nightmare" was in-
deed a nightmare for his competi-
tion by leading each and every
circuit to pick up the $10,053 pay-
day.

Brandon Overton, of Evans,
Georgia, advanced from his fourth
starting spot and put pressure on
Owens'#20 machine a few different
times in lapped traffic before set-
tling for a strong runner-up per-
formance - only 0.566 seconds
behind at the checkered flag. Scha-
effer's Oil Spring Nationals Series
point leader Dale McDowell
rounded out the podium in third
after starting the 'Smoky Mountain

Spring Shootout' from the outside
of the front row. Mike Marlar and
Donald McIntosh, who sits second
in points, were next in line to claim
fourth and fifth respectively.

Only the top five finishers were
on the lead lap at the finish, as
eventual winner Owens set a
scorching pace throughout the con-
test.

"I'm kind of at a loss for words -
it's been so long since I've run
good," Owens quipped immediately
following the flag-to-flag triumph in
his home state. "The team keeps a
digging and a digging. We've not
had a lot of stuff go our way, but
tonight it went our way, so maybe
we can keep it rolling."

Jimmy's win at Smoky Mountain
Speedway marked his third career
trip to victory lane in Schaeffer's Oil
Spring Nationals Series competi-
tion. He also became the sixth dif-
ferent Spring Nationals winner in as
many races this year - joining
Jonathan Davenport, Brandon
Overton, David Payne, Dale Mc-
Dowell, and Tanner English.
Jimmy's victory came aboard a
Ramirez Motorsports XR1 Rocket
Chassis powered by a Vic Hill Rac-
ing Engine with sponsorship from
Reece Monument Company,
Boomtest Well Service, Tim Short
Auto Group, Red Line Oil, Georgia

Arms, Midwest Sheet Metal, and
Ohlins Shocks.

A 27 car field piled into the pit
area at Smoky Mountain Speed-
way for round six of the Schaeffer's
Oil Spring Nationals Series. Jimmy
Owens earned Fast Time honors
during FK Rod Ends qualifying with
a quick lap of 15.493 seconds.
Jimmy Owens, Austin Kirkpatrick,
Dale McDowell, and Brandon Over-
ton recorded wins in the four heat
races, while Jason Croft and Dako-
tah Knuckles secured triumphs in
the pair of consolation events.
Stacy Boles and Craig Greer were
awarded series provisionals and
started shotgun on the feature field.

After sanctioning races the last
four weekends, the Schaeffer's Oil

Spring Nationals Series will take
the next few weeks off to prepare
for a huge season-ending triple-
header over the Memorial Day hol-
iday weekend. Next up will be a
visit to the historic Dixie Speedway
in Woodstock, Georgia on Satur-
day, May 29 for a $4,053 to win
shootout. Another $4,053 top prize
will then be up for grabs on Sun-
day, May 30 up the road at Rome
Speedway in Rome, Georgia.

A Spring Nationals Champion
will then be crowned on Monday,
May 31 at 411 Motor Speedway in
Seymour, Tennessee, as the an-
nual running of the 'Scott Sexton
Memorial' will serve as the minis-
eries finale and a $10,052 payday
will be on the line.
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Jimmy Owens Smokes
Smoky Mountain Speedway

Field for $10,053
Spring Nationals Triumph

Jimmy Owens celebrates his win in victory lane at Smoky Moun-
tain Speedway during the Schaefferʼs Oil Spring National Series
annual Smoky Mountain Shootout. (Michael Moats photo)



Charlotte
Motor Speedway

CONCORD, NC -
Earlier this week, as
part of Charlotte Motor
Speedwayʼs Mission
600, Coca-Cola Fam-
ily Racing driver Austin
Dillon and his Richard
Childress Racing pit
crew traded high-in-
tensity workout rou-
tines with soldiers
from U.S. Army Cen-
tral Kuwait. The virtual
gathering was de-
signed to serve as a
prelude to the upcom-
ing Coca-Cola 600 on

Memorial Day Weekend and to
highlight the shared connections
between NASCAR and the U.S.
Armed Forces.

While the two groups were phys-
ically more than 6,800 miles apart
– or the distance of more than 11
Coca-Cola 600s – they found com-
mon ground in the importance of
physical exercise to success in
their respective fields.

“When you think back to the
Daytona 500 you won, think about
how good that felt,” said Maj.
Clarence Black from U.S. Army
Central Kuwait. “All of the hours of
training and preparation, all to cul-
minate on probably what was your
best day. For us, itʼs different.
When we train, we are training for
combat, and thatʼs arguably our
worst day – not something any of
us ever want to do. We train hard
so that we can survive and thrive
on our worst day ever.”

During the Zoom meeting, mem-
bers of U.S. Army Central Kuwait
demonstrated several exercises
that are part of Army Combat Fit-
ness Training (ACFT), including
deadlifts, power throws,
sprint/drag/carry drills, among oth-
ers. The unit then highlighted how
those drills help prepare them for
real-world scenarios on the battle-
field.

“Itʼs awesome to see a lot of the
workouts and how they apply to
what they do,” Dillon said. “When
we get in the gym and pit stop prac-
tice, all (my) guys are doing similar
things to be the best they can be at
their job.”

Following the military demon-
strations, Richard Childress Racing
strength and conditioning coach
Jackson Meadows led Dillon and
the No. 3 pit crew in a series of
upper body workouts to show the
soldiers how race teams use plyo-
metric exercises to prepare them-
selves for the rigors of a pit stop.

“In pit stops, we are training the

anaerobic system,” Meadows said.
“Anaerobic systems are anything
between 10-12 seconds. We are
not conditioning. We are doing
straight explosive power move-
ments… to train us to be faster off
the jump and faster out of kneeling
positions.”

Dillon was the latest Coca-Cola
Racing Family driver to participate
in Mission 600, joining Daniel
Suárez, who held a virtual visit with
U.S. Coast Guard sailors last week.
Mission 600 is scheduled to con-
tinue next week with Ryan New-
man taking part in an in-person visit
to Camp Lejeune. Later this month,
Joey Logano is slated to visit virtu-
ally with Air Force Network Japan.

FOLLOW US: Keep track of all
of Charlotte Motor Speedwayʼs
events during its 60th anniversary
season by following on Twitter and
Instagram or become a Facebook
fan. Keep up with all the latest
news and information with the
Charlotte Motor Speedway mobile
app.

Bristol Dragway
BRISTOL, TN - The NHRA

Thunder Valley Nationals has been
added to the 2021 NHRA Camping
World Drag Racing Series sched-
ule on October 15-17, it was an-
nounced today by NHRA and
Bristol Dragway officials. Celebrat-
ing its 20th anniversary in 2021, the
NHRA race weekend at the leg-
endary drag racing facility in North-
east Tennessee will become a
critical playoff race in the NHRA
Camping World Drag Racing Se-
ries Countdown to the Champi-
onship.

The schedule addition marks a
return to Bristol Dragway for the
NHRA Camping World Drag Rac-
ing Series, which has not competed
there since June 2019 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We canʼt wait to hear the roar of
nitro-powered engines rumbling
once again at historic Bristol Drag-
way as we welcome fans back to
an NHRA Camping World Drag

Racing Series event and celebrate
our 20th anniversary of NHRA rac-
ing at Thunder Valley,” said Jerry
Caldwell, executive vice president
and general manager, Bristol Drag-
way. “We anticipate a lot of cham-
pionship drama in the top classes
taking place during the NHRA
Thunder Valley Nationals as one of
the final three races on the 2021
schedule.”

In addition to the marquee Top
Fuel and Funny Car categories,
both Pro Stock and Pro Stock Mo-
torcycle are scheduled to compete.
Pro Stock is making its return to
Bristol following a one-year ab-
sence in 2019, while Pro Stock Mo-
torcycle competitors will make their
Bristol points race debut. Pro Mod,
Mountain Motor Pro Stock and sev-
eral Lucas Oil Series sportsman
classes also are included in the
event lineup.

“We couldnʼt be happier to bring
Bristol back on board for the 2021
season,” said Glen Cromwell,
NHRA President. “The NHRA
Thunder Valley Nationals is a sta-
ple on the NHRA circuit. The fall
date will give us the opportunity to
allow more loyal NHRA fans into
the facility. To have the event as a
Countdown race is an added bonus
for both NHRA fans and competi-
tors.”

The fire-breathing, 11,000-
horsepower nitro machines of Top
Fuel and Funny Car will once again
headline the NHRA Thunder Valley
Nationals. The 2019 winners, Mike
Salinas (Top Fuel) and Bob Tasca
III (Funny Car), are expected to at-
tend and defend their titles. Three-
time Bristol winner Doug Kalitta
and defending Top Fuel world
champion and the 2013 Bristol win-
ner Steve Torrence will also be
headliners to watch. In Funny Car,
five-time Bristol win-
ner Ron Capps will
have a chance to be-
come the winningest
pro category driver at
the facility. Four-time
Funny Car winner

and 2019 Bristol runner-up John
Force will be determined to see if
he can move into a tie with Capps
on the Bristol Funny Car wins list.

With elapsed times reaching the
6.45-second range and speeds
reaching 215 mph, the “factory hot
rod” Pro Stock category is always
a fan-favorite. Multi-time champs
Greg Anderson and Erica Enders
both have two wins at Thunder Val-
ley and will look to add a third,
which would put them one behind
Mike Edwards on the all-time Bris-
tol wins list for Pro Stock.

The Pro Stock Motorcycle cate-
gory may have raced at Bristol
twice before, but not for champi-
onship points. Matt Hines won Bris-
tol exhibition events in the
two-wheel class in 1999 (eight rid-
ers) and 2000 (16 riders), which
means the 2021 NHRA Thunder
Valley Nationals will see PSM com-
petitors battling for the first time in
an official points capacity at Bristol
Dragway. The carbureted or elec-
tronic fuel injected, gasoline-burn-
ing bikes are capable of reaching
speeds over 200 mph and covering
the quarter-mile distance in 6.73
seconds or quicker.

Three-time world champion An-
gelle Sampey and fellow competi-
tor Steve Johnson are the only two
current bike competitors who have
previously raced on two-wheels at
Bristol Dragway. In addition to
Sampey and Johnson, defending
series champ Matt Smith, from
nearby King, N.C., and current
points leader Ryan Oehler will be
among the riders to watch at Bris-
tol. 

The fan-favorite and unpre-
dictable Pro Mod category also will
be featured during the event, as
well as the high-revving Mountain
Motor Pro Stock class. Known for
its large mix of vehicles and a wide
range of engine tuning options, Pro
Mod presents one of the most
unique challenges as drivers face
off with different combinations as
they navigate the quarter-mile. The
Mountain Motor Pro Stock class,
which was conceptualized by
Thunder Valley Legend Ted Jones
at Bristol Dragway in the early
1980s, features sedans with mon-
strous 800 cubic-inch engines, car-
buretors and large hood scoops
that produce roughly 2,000 horse-
power. 

(Continued Next Page)
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As part of a virtual visit in wake of the ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic, Richard Childress Racing driver Austin Dillon watched Army
Combat Fitness Training demonstrations before his No. 3 pit crew
showcased some of their workout routines. (CMS photo)



Continued…

The event also will
feature several
classes in the NHRA
Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Series, including
Stock, Super Comp,
Super Stock, Super
Gas and Top Dragster.

The race will be
televised on FS1, with
qualifying coverage on
Saturday and elimina-
tions coverage on
Sunday.

The weekend race
schedule will include
one round of pro qual-

ifying on Friday at 4:30 p.m., two
pro qualifying sessions Saturday at
noon and 3:30 p.m. and pro elimi-
nations on Sunday starting at noon.
Bristol Dragway officials will work
with local health officials to deter-
mine the COVID-19 protocols and
guidelines that will be required for
the event as the date gets closer.

NHRA Thunder Valley Nationals
tickets are available by calling the
Bristol Motor Speedway ticket of-
fice at 866-415-4158. Fans who
purchased tickets to last yearʼs
cancelled race will be able to apply
that purchase toward 2021 tickets.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - On a warm

summer night when one lucky race
car driver will leave with a cool $1
million check after winning the very
first NASCAR All-Star Race at
Texas Motor Speedway, one lucky
race fan can walk away with their
own big bag of dough. 

Texas Motor Speedway and
95.9 The Ranch, the official broad-
cast station of No Limits, Texas,
have joined forces in creating the
NASCAR All-Star $25,000 Give-
away, a six-week program culmi-
nating in the opportunity for one
race fan to take home $25,000 by
picking the winning driver of the
June 13 NASCAR All-Star Race. 

The exclusive promotion helps
kick-off the celebrations for the first
running of the NASCAR All-Star
Race at the Great American
Speedway during its 25th Season
of Speed. 

The Ranch All-Star Street Team
will host 95-minute All-Star Pit
Stops at various businesses and lo-
cations throughout the metroplex,
featuring ticket giveaways and
qualifying to be a finalist for the op-
portunity to win $25,000. To be-
come eligible, go to
www.959TheRanch.com to find a
list of locations where you can reg-
ister onsite to win NASCAR All-Star

Race weekend tickets and get your
photo with the official NASCAR All-
Star Race Chevrolet Silverado pro-
vided by Bruce Lowrie Chevrolet of
Fort Worth. 

On-track activity for the
NASCAR All-Star weekend begins
June 12 with a doubleheader,
opening with the NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series Speedy-
Cash.com 220 (12 p.m. CT on FS1,
MRN, and 95.9 The Ranch) fol-
lowed at 3 p.m. CT by the NASCAR
Xfinity Series Alsco Uniforms 250
(FS1, PRN, 95.9 The Ranch).
Then, on Sunday, June 13, is the
NASCAR Open (5 p.m. CT on FS1,
MRN and 95.9 The Ranch) fol-
lowed by the $1 million NASCAR
All-Star Race (7 p.m. CT on FS1,
MRN and 95.9 The Ranch).

TICKETS: Tickets for Texas
Motor Speedwayʼs 2021 major
event season, including the June
13 NASCAR All-Star Race, are on
sale now at http://www.texasmotor-
speedway.com. 

MORE INFO: Keep track of all of
Texas Motor Speedwayʼs events by
following along on Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram. Keep up with all
the latest news and information on
the speedway website and TMS
mobile app.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - Dover Interna-

tional Speedwayʼs grandstands,
which have a limited capacity for
the May 14-16 weekend due to
COVID-19-related social distance
requirements, are sold out for the
Sunday, May 16 “Drydene 400”
NASCAR Cup Series race, track
officials announced today.

Tickets can still be purchased for
the “General Tire 125” ARCA
Menards Series East race (5 p.m.)
on Friday, May 14 and the “Dry-
dene 200” NASCAR Xfinity Series
Dash 4 Cash race (1:30 p.m., FS1)
on Saturday, May 15.

Less than one month after earn-
ing approval from state public
health officials that guests could re-
turn to the Monster Mile on a lim-
ited basis, the track received
overwhelming positive responses
from its guests and is prepared to
welcome campers and fans back to
the worldʼs fastest one-mile oval for
this weekendʼs NASCAR triple-
header. 

“We appreciate the patience and
understanding we heard from fans
during our reseating process and
we look forward to welcoming them
back in the grandstands this week-
end,” said Mike Tatoian, Dover In-
ternational Speedwayʼs track
president. “We thank not only our
fans for their continued loyalty and

enthusiasm, but also Delaware
public health officials for their con-
fidence in us to host this weekendʼs
races safely.” 

Special fan procedures will in-
clude social distancing in grand-
stands and concession lines, the
use of digital tickets for all grand-
stand seats, the required wearing
of masks, enhanced cleaning in
high-traffic areas, added hand san-
itizer stations and infield access
prohibited except for race teams,
track personnel and select media. 

The “Drydene 400” NASCAR
Cup Series race (2 p.m., FS1) is
the 103rd Cup Series race at
Dover, one of only 10 tracks in the
country to host 100 or more Cup
Series events. 

Follow Speedway news and up-
dates on DoverSpeedway.com and
via social media at
Facebook.com/DoverInternational-
Speedway, or on Twitter and Insta-
gram at @MonsterMile.

Nashville Superspeedway
LEBANON, TN - The Tennessee

Lottery will serve as the title spon-
sor of the NASCAR Xfinity Series
race at Nashville Superspeedway
on Saturday, June 19.

The “Tennessee Lottery 250”
(2:30 p.m. CT, NBCSN) is the 15th
race of the 2021 NASCAR Xfinity
Series season and the second race
of Nashville Superspeedwayʼs Fa-
therʼs Day Weekend tripleheader,
which also includes the inaugural
“Ally 400” NASCAR Cup Series
race (2:30 p.m. CT, NBCSN) on
Sunday, June 20 and the “Rackley
Roofing 200” NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series race (7 p.m.,
FS1) on Friday, June 18.

The Tennessee Lottery has
raised nearly $6 billion to fund edu-
cation programs in the Volunteer
State since its inception in 2004
with more than 1.5 million scholar-
ships and grants awarded. Ten-
nessee Lottery players win on
average more than $3 million every
day. 

“We are thrilled to sponsor this
fantastic Fatherʼs Day Weekend
event at the Nashville Superspeed-
way and engage with drivers and
fans in a whole new way,” Ten-
nessee Lottery President and CEO
Rebecca Paul Hargrove said. “We
want to thank NASCAR and the
Superspeedway for this great op-
portunity. The excitement of this
race and our Lottery games make
this a perfect combination for fans
and drivers - and dads - alike.”

The “Tennessee Lottery 250” is
the 22nd NASCAR Xfinity Series
race in Nashville Superspeedwayʼs
history, which dates to 2001. The

1.3-mile concrete track hosted two
NASCAR Xfinity Series races per
year from 2002-2011 with winners
including current NASCAR Cup Se-
ries stars Kyle Busch, Kevin Har-
vick, Brad Keselowski and Joey
Logano.

“The Xfinity Series is an essen-
tial part of our trackʼs history and
that tradition continues on Fatherʼs
Day Weekend with the Tennessee
Lottery 250,” said Erik Moses,
Nashville Superspeedwayʼs presi-
dent. “The Tennessee Lottery is a
difference maker to thousands of
students and Tennessee families
through the funding it generates for
education, and weʼre fortunate to
have them as a race sponsor and
partner this June and into the fu-
ture.”   

Keep track of Nashville Super-
speedwayʼs latest news and up-
dates at NashvilleSuperSpeedway.
com via social media at Face-
book.com/ NashvilleSuperspeed-
way, on Twitter at @nashville
supers and Instagram @nashville-
superspeedway.

For questions about tickets,
media relations, employment, or
other inquiries, interested parties
are encouraged to email
info@nashvillesuperspeedway.co
m.

zMAX Dragway
CONCORD, NC - All grandstand

seating for next Saturdayʼs NGK
NTK NHRA Four-Wide Nationals
are sold out, in accordance with
current capacity limitations set forth
by the state. While no Saturday
walk-up tickets will be available as
the NHRAʼs best return to the Bel-
lagio of drag strips for a 44,000-
horsepower assault on the senses,
limited Friday and Sunday tickets
remain. Fans are encouraged to
purchase in advance as tickets are
selling quickly.

“Race fans have waited 579
days for the NHRA to return to
Americaʼs Home for Racing and
weʼre eager to welcome thousands
back next weekend to feel the
power and energy that these fire-
breathing dragsters bring,” said
Greg Walter, executive vice presi-
dent and general manager of Char-
lotte Motor Speedway. “Following
the direction of state and local
health officials, we will have limited
seating capacity and will implement
a number of COVID protocols to
ensure that fans can remained fo-
cused on enjoying the action-
packed activity on track.”

SAFETY PROTOCOLS:
Race weekend fan protocols will

include health screenings for fans, 
(Continued Next Page)

On
Tr
ac
k



Continued…

contactless ticketing,
socially distanced
grandstand seating
and cashless souvenir
and concession pur-
chases. Fans and staff
will also be required to
wear approved face
coverings at all times,
except while actively
eating and drinking.
Limited grandstand
seating will be in
groups of up to six
people properly so-
cially distant from any
other group. There will

be no access to trackside viewing
along the fence at the front of the
grandstands.

zMAX Dragway's modified race
day protocols also include: social
distancing in concession and bath-
room lines; enhanced cleaning and
sanitation in high-touch, high-traffic
public areas; added hand-sanitizer
stations; and limited guests in
suites.
Fans will be allowed to bring food
and unopened beverages in a soft-
sided clear bag no larger than 14
inches on its longest side. Standard
coolers will be prohibited to limit in-
terpersonal contact at security
checkpoints. To limit contact, cash
will not be accepted. Credit/debit
cards and Apple Pay will be the ac-
cepted forms of payment at con-
cession and souvenir locations.

Due to COVID-19 protocols,
only RV camping will be allowed
during the weekend. No tent camp-
ing will be permitted. Camping ar-
rival will begin on May 13, 2021.
Additional information will be pub-
lished to www.charlottemotor-
speedway.com and sent directly to
campers as event information is fi-
nalized.

“Through our successful efforts
to bring NASCAR back to Charlotte
Motor Speedway and with addi-
tional key learnings from several of
our sister tracks, we feel confident,
with the fansʼ help, we can once
again execute a safe race weekend
and bring NHRA drag racing back
in a big way,” Walter said.

TICKETS: While all Saturday
grandstand seats are sold out, lim-
ited tickets remain for the NGK
NTK NHRA 4-Wide Nationals
opening round of qualifying on Fri-
day, May 14 and elimination day on
Sunday, May 16. Single-day tickets
start at only $20 on Friday and $40
on Sunday. Kids 13 and under get
in free. Fans can purchase tickets
by visitng www.charlottemotor-
speedway.com or by calling 800-

455-FANS (3267).
FOLLOW US: Keep track of all

of the latest news and information
from zMAX Dragway by following
on Twitter and Instagram or be-
come a Facebook fan. Keep up
with all the latest news and infor-
mation with the Charlotte Motor
Speedway mobile app.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Official

Pocono Raceway Statement: "
Pocono Raceway will operate at
100% capacity for the 2021
NASCAR Doubleheader Weekend!
We are thrilled and appreciative of
todayʼs announcement from Penn-
sylvania Governor Tom Wolf. As we
have been doing, the Raceway will
continue to follow the protocols and
guidance set forth by our state and
the sanctioning body of NASCAR
at the time of our events. Our staff
is working through this incredible
opportunity to be one of the largest
outdoor sporting events this sum-
mer and kindly ask ticket holders
for continued patience. We will be
sending out additional announce-
ments, information and details in
the coming days and weeks. Until
then, we cannot wait to see every-
one back at ʻThe Tricky Triangleʼ
this summer!”

New Hampshire
Motor Speedway

LOUDON, NH - New Hampshire
Motor Speedway (NHMS) is gear-
ing up for an exciting and action-
packed racing season that includes
Motorcycle Week at NHMS featur-
ing the 98th Annual Loudon Clas-
sic, a two-day NASCAR race
weekend highlighted by the
NASCAR Cup Series (NCS) Fox-
woods Resort Casino 301, plus the
Granite State Legends Cars Road
Course Series (RCS) and many
other racing clubs, driving experi-
ences and more throughout the
season.

"We are thrilled to welcome race
fans to 'The Magic Mile' to enjoy
the many racing events we've got
lined up throughout the season,"
said David McGrath, executive vice
president and general manager of
New Hampshire Motor Speedway.
"The past year has given us the op-
portunity to host a variety of events
that are outside of our typical
wheelhouse, but we're excited to
get back to our motorsports and fan
entertainment roots."

• Motorcycle Week at NHMS
(June 12-20): NHMS is a top desti-
nation for riders visiting the area
during Laconia Motorcycle Week
with on- and off-track events
throughout the nine days of motor-

cycle mayhem. Racing bookends a
week-long motorcycle celebration
featuring vendors, demo rides from
Laconia Harley-Davidson and
more.

The United States Classic Rac-
ing Association kicks off the on-
track action with the FIM North
American Vintage Championships,
June 12-13. A variety of classes,
ranging form 1950s tank shifters to
modern small bike twins, provide a
plethora of vintage racing action.

The racing continues June 18-
20 when Northeast Motorcycle
Road Racing (formerly the Loudon
Road Race Series) competes in
round three of Championship Cup
Series racing, highlighted by the
98th Annual Loudon Classic, the
longest-running motorcycle race in
America.

• Doubleheader Saturday (July
17): The NASCAR Xfinity Series
(NXS) and NASCAR Whelen Mod-
ified Tour (NWMT) return to the July
racing lineup to kick off NHMSʼs
NASCAR race weekend on Dou-
bleheader Saturday. NASCARʼs
rising stars will compete in the
Lakes Region 200 and the New
England fan-favorite modifieds are
sure to put on an intense race at
the Whelen 100. Adult tickets start
at just $35 while kids 12 and under
are free.

• Foxwoods Resort Casino 301
(July 18): The NCS will make its
traditional mid-summer visit to “The
Magic Mile” for the Foxwoods Re-
sort Casino 301, which will mark
the seriesʼ 50th Loudon appear-
ance. Will defending race winner
Brad Keselowski land in victory
lane again, or will Kevin Harvick
earn the title of NHMSʼs winningest
NCS driver? Will Ryan Preece
score his first NCS win at his home-
track, or will reigning NCS cham-
pion Chase Elliott win his first giant
lobster? Adult tickets start at just
$49 while kids 12 and under are
just $10.

In addition to the on-track action,
other traditional race weekend ex-
periences for fans will return this
year including camping, Fan Zone
and entertainment.

• Road Course Series (Multiple
Events Throughout Season): The
Granite State Leg-
ends Cars RCS runs
as a part of U.S. Leg-
end Cars Interna-
tional. The 2021
schedule features 13
legend car races from
April through Septem-
ber, including 10
races on the 1.6-mile
full road course and
three races on the

0.95-mile inner road course. Tick-
ets are available on-site on the day
of each race starting at $15 for
adults and $10 for kids 12 and
under.

Follow Us: Keep track of all of
New Hampshire Motor Speedwayʼs
events by following on Facebook
(@NHMotorSpeedway), Twitter
(@NHMS) and Instagram
(@NHMS). Keep up with all the lat-
est news and information on the
speedway website (NHMS.com)
and NHMS mobile app.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - When

NASCAR returns to Daytona Inter-
national Speedway for late summer
night racing on Aug. 27-28, there
will be no restrictions on the num-
ber of fans allowed to take in the
action at the World Center of Rac-
ing. Fans will be treated to two
races - the Coke Zero Sugar 400,
NASCAR Cup Series regular sea-
son finale, on Saturday, Aug. 28 at
7 p.m. and the Wawa 250 Powered
by Coca-Cola NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries race on Friday, Aug. 27 at 7:30
p.m.

“The fans are the lifeblood of
NASCAR and the reason we race
week in and week out. Their pres-
ence at the track creates the aura
and energy this sport thrives upon,”
said Daytona President Frank
Kelleher.

“We look forward to welcoming
back all of our fans for what will be
an electrifying environment filled
with dramatic and unpredictable
racing action.”

Creating a safe environment for
fans, competitors, employees, and
the community is the top priority for
NASCAR and Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway. Both entities will
continue to work closely with local
and state government and health
officials throughout the summer on
any health and safety protocols and
adjustments for the race weekend.

Tickets for the Coke Zero Sugar
400, the Wawa 250 Powered by
Coca-Cola, and other speedway
events can be purchased online
at www.daytonainternationalspeed-
way.com or by calling 1-800-
PITSHOP.
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Clinton County
Speedway

MILL HALL, PA -
Clinton County Speed-
way officials made the
decision to cancel the
Friday, May 7th event
after a down-pour oc-
curred mid-afternoon
on Friday.  The ex-
tended forecast for the
rest of the evening
also influenced the de-
cision as it was pre-
dicted for additional
rain.   

As a result, the
speedway will focus

on the upcoming show on Friday,
May 14th.  The 5 division racing
program will feature the Limited
Late Models, Pro Stocks, 270 Micro
Sprints, 600 Micro Sprints, and the
4 Cylinder Stock Cars.  Gates will
open at 5PM, hot-laps are at 7PM
and racing begins at 7:30PM.

After two weeks of racing, the
point leaders are as follows:  Gar-
rett Bard of Wells Tannery leads the
RaceSaver Sprint Cars, Andrew
Yoder of Middleburg leads the Lim-
ited Late Models, Brandon Moser
of Millerstown leads the Pro
Stocks, Johnny Smith of Scranton
leads the 600 Micro Sprints, Jeffrey
Weaver of Lock Haven leads the
270 Micro Sprints, and Blake Sny-
der of Montgomery leads the 4
Cylinder Stock Cars.

For more information, visit
www.clintoncountyspeedway.com
or visit the speedway on Facebook.

Florence Motor Speedway
TIMMONSVILLE, SC -

Mooresville, NCʼs Ryan Glenski
survived an off-track excursion with
13 laps to go to score his first
NASCAR Advance Auto Parts
Weekly Series Late Model Stock
win of the year Saturday night at
Florence Motor Speedway.  

Zack Miracle qualified on the
pole with a lap of 82.536 miles per
hour, but would lose the lead to Je-
remy McDowell at the drop of the
green flag.  McDowell led until his
car slowed on a lap 23 restart fol-
lowing a caution for Janson March-
banksʼ Chevy stalling in turn three.
With McDowellʼs problems, Glenski
assumed the lead before the field
was slowed on lap 30 when An-
thony Adamsʼ machine went over
the turn one embankment.  

Travis Truett had a strong top
five run going until he spun enter-
ing turn one with 27 laps to go.
Likewise, Casey Kelley was run-
ning in the top five when he was
sent spinning by Jamie Weather-

ford with 13 laps to go.   
The tension level would raise up

a notch on the restart as Glenski
and Matt Cox battled for the lead
into turn one.  Glenskiʼs car went
wide exiting turn two, briefly going
off the pavement on the back-
stretch and then nearly spinning
through turns three and four.  Luck-
ily for Glenski, the caution waved
for a spin off the track in turn three
by Kade Brown, handing the lead
back to Glenski for the final restart.
Glenski led the rest of the way for
his first Late Model Stock win of the
season over Cox, Adams, Justin
Hicks and Marchbanks.  Rounding
out the top 10 were RA Brown,
Truett, K. Brown, Austin Somero,
and Jessica Cann.  

After starting 7th, veteran racer
Gus Dean made his way through
the field, taking the lead late in the
going from Leland Honeyman and
leading the rest of the way for his
first career Carolina Pro Late Model
Series win.  Tovia Grynewicz
started on the pole and led the first
35 laps before surrendering the top
spot to Honeyman.  The 100-lap
race went caution-free as Dean
sped to the checkered over Nick
Loden, Honeyman, William
Sawalich, and Grynewicz.  

Denver, NCʼs Clint King got the
best of Adam McCumbee on a
restart with 13 laps to go and held
on to take the checkered flag for his
first SuperTruck win of the year.
Despite a bump from Jody
Measamer on lap three, McCum-
bee managed to lead all but one
lap prior to King taking advantage
on lap 27.  Early on, Cody Kelleyʼs
top five run ended after contact with
Measamer sent Kelley into the out-
side wall on the front stretch.
Strom Altman made several runs
into the top five but spun down the

backstretch to set up the restart
that propelled King to the win.  Fol-
lowing King and McCumbee at the
finish line were Measamer, Lucas
Williams, and Remington Prince.     

Averitt Lucas led flag-to-flag
from the pole to take a dominating
win in the Chargers division.
Rounding out the top five were
Bobby Tumbleston, III, Brian
Owens, Shae Lane, and Corey
Weatherford.  

Justin Snow was the winner in
the Carolina Pro 602 Modified fea-
ture, while Drake Williamson took
his third Allison Legacy Series win
of the year.  

The next race at Florence Motor
Speedway will be Local Business
Appreciation Night on Saturday
night, May 22nd, featuring the the
NASCAR Advance Auto Parts
Weekly Series Late Model Stocks,
Chargers, SuperTrucks, Mini
Stocks, Vintage Cars Thunder &
Lightening, Allison Legacy Series,
and Southeast Limited Junior
Elites.  Be sure to “Like” Florence
Motor Speedway on Facebook, fol-
low @FlorenceMSpdwy on Twitter
to keep up on all thatʼs going on in
2021, visit fmspeedway.com. or
watch all the action live each week
on fmspeedway.tv.

Hickory Motor Speedway
NEWTON, NC - A beautiful Sat-

urday would greet the NASCAR
Advance Auto Parts Weekly Series
as they would return to action at
Americaʼs Most Famous Short
Track, Hickory Motor Speedway. 

The Heritage Finance Late Mod-
els would lead off the eveningʼs
racing festivities with the first of
their twin 40 lap features. Points
leader Josh Kossek in the #44
would top qualifying and start from
the pole position with Landon Huff-

man in the #75 to his outside. Row
two would see Chase Dixon in the
#07 and Paul Owens in the #54
side by side for the initial green
flag. Kossek and Huffman would
duel door to door until Huffman
would nose into the lead.

As Huffman would lead the bat-
tle would begin for second and be-
come a three way battle between
Kossek, Dixon, and Owens. Lap 15
would see Dixon move to 2nd and
Owens to 3rd. Dixon and Owens
would battle for the second spot
over the next dozen laps. Lap 27
would see Owens take the spot
and give chase to the leader Huff-
man. Huffman would prove too
strong and drive on to the victory.
Owens would take 2nd and Dixon
would finish 3rd. Kossek would
take 4th and Jansen Marchbanks
in the #10 would finish 5th.

The Paramount Auto Group Lim-
ited Late Models would roll off next
for 35 laps of racing action. Quali-
fying would see Bryson Ruff in the
#24 fastest and starting from the
top spot with Max Price in the #22
to his outside. Mason Maggio in the
#12 and Josh Stark in the #32
would make up row two. Ruff would
move to the early lead with Price
close in tow. Maggio and Stark
would settle in line with the first four
nose to tail. Ruff would pull out to a
comfortable lead and hang on to
take the win. Price would take 2nd
with Maggio grabbing 3rd. Stark
would come home in 4th and Blake
Shupe in the #30 finishing 5th.

The Renegades would pound
the pavement next for 20 laps. The
#6 of  Spencer Dickinson would
pace qualifying and start from the
point with Robbie Hollifield in the
#51 to his outside. The #71 of Kyle
DiVanna and the #83 of David Has-
son would make up row two. Dick-
inson would move to the lead with
DiVanna following him to second.
David Hasson would follow Dickin-
son and DiVanna and move to
third. DiVanna would move to Dick-
insonʼs bumper and pressure for
the top spot. Lap 6 would see Di-
Vanna make the pass for the top
spot.

The caution would fly on lap 7 as
David Hasson would spin in turn
four. The restart would see Di-
Vanna and Dickinson on the front
row for the restart. DiVanna would
pull to the lead with Dickinson giv-
ing chase. DiVanna would hang on
and drive to the win. Dickinson
would finish 2nd and Hollifield
would take 3rd. Brandon Hasson in
the #82 would finish 4th and David
Hasson would grab 5th.

Next up would see the Heritage
(Continued on Next Page…)
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Ryan Glenski shares victory lane with Miss Florence Motor Speed-
way after winning his first Late Model feature of the year. (FMS
photo)



(Continued…)

Finance Street Stocks
hit the famed 3/8 mile
oval for 30 laps of bat-
tle. Cody DeMarmels
in the #12 would top
qualifying and start
from the pole position
with Jesse Clark in the
#5 to his outside. Row
two would see Derek
Fowler in the #31 and
Ethan Johnson in the
#2 side by side for the
initial green flag. De-
Marmels would pull to
the lead with Clark giv-
ing chase. Fowler

would run third while Jonathan
Smith in the #16 would move to
fourth. The front trio of DeMarmels,
Clark, and Fowler would be nose to
tail in the race for the top spot. De-
Marmels would hang on and take
the win. Clark would finish 2nd with
Fowler grabbing 3rd. Smith would
take 4th and Johnson would finish
5th.

The Super Trucks would roll off
next for their 35 lap feature. Quali-
fying would see Allen Huffman in
the #51 fastest, starting from the
top spot and Joey Shuryan in the
#30 to his outside. Travis Baity in
the #70 and Duane Cook in the #17
would make up row two. The front
row of Huffman and Shuryan would
race side by side for the first five
laps. Huffman would nose ahead to
the lead on lap 6. The #77 of Jacob
Weidman would work his way up to
the lead battle and move to the top
spot on lap 10. Shuryan would
move back around for second while
Huffman and Baity would battle for
third. Lap 25 would see the caution
fly as Huffman would spin on the
backstretch.

The restart would see Weidman
and Shuryan door to door for the
green flag. Weidman would move
to the lead as Shuryan would face
challenge from Baity. The caution
would fly on lap 26 as contact
would send Shuryan and Baity into
each other and collect the wall.
Huffman would make contact as
they spun, but make quick repairs
and return to the race. The race
would restart with Weidman and
the #17 of Duan Cook taking the
green. Weidman would drive on to
take the win. Huffman would finish
2nd with Cook finishing 3rd.
Shuryan would end up 4th and
Baity 5th.

The Heritage Finance Late Mod-
els would close out the eveningʼs
action with race two of their twin 40
lap features. After a 5 car invert
from the finishing order of race one

Jansen Marchbanks in the #10 and
Josh Kossek in the #44 would pace
the field from row one. Row two
would see Chase Dixon in the #07
and Paul Owens in the #54 making
up row two. Marchbanks would
move to the early lead with Owens
in second. Lap 13 would see Lan-
don Huffman in the #75 move to
second.

Huffman would pressure March-
banks for the lead and move to the
top spot on lap 17. Owens would
follow Huffman and move to sec-
ond. Huffman would drive on to the
win, sweeping the pair of Heritage
Finance Late Model features.
Owens would take 2nd with March-
banks grabbing 3rd. Dixon would
finish 4th and Kossek would take
5th.

The Tour of Destruction rolls into
town in two weeks with a two night

doubleheader, May 14th & 15th!
With Saturdayʼs tickets already
sold out you can still purchase tick-
ets at the track office for Friday May
14th or at
www.tourofdestruction.com. 

For more info check us out at
www.hickorymotorspeedway.com,
Facebook, Twitter, or call 828-464-
3655.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - As a cour-

tesy to fans and race teams travel-
ing with the New York-based Patriot
Sprint Tour and PASS/IMCA 305
sprint cars from other regions,
Selinsgrove Speedway manage-
ment announced the cancellation
of the Saturday, May 8, racing pro-
gram at 10 a.m. due to the forecast
for rain showers and cold tempera-
tures. 

The Patriot Sprint Tour is also on
the speedwayʼs 75th anniversary
schedule for the annual Joe Whit-
comb Memorial for 360 sprint cars
at 7 p.m. Saturday, June 12, on Ad-
vanced Concrete Systems Night.
For the June 12 race, a special
$2,000 dash for the 360 sprint cars,
the Lilʼ Bobʼs Dash for Cash, is
being sponsored by the family of
former race fan Robert Walter Jr. of
Selinsgrove as part of the pro-
gram.  

Selinsgrove Speedway will be
back in action at 7 p.m. Saturday,
May 15, with the Super Late Model
46er presented by Big Wrangler
Ranch Motorsports and Art of Liv-
ing Design. The 46-lap main event,
an homage to the trackʼs founding
year in 1946, will pay $5,046 to win
and $446 to start. 

The limited late models will also
be on the May 15 program in a 20-
lap feature paying $1,246 to win
along with the roadrunners in a 12-
lap race offering $346 to the win-
ner. Pit gates will open at 4 p.m.
with grandstand gates at 5 p.m. 

For a complete schedule, the lat-
est news, results, and race status,
visit selinsgrovespeedway.com or
follow the track on Twitter and
Facebook. The speedway office
can be reached at 570.374.2266. 

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - South

Boston Speedway has long been
one of the safest tracks in
NASCAR for competitors. It is one

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Landon Huffman celebrates in Hickory Motor Speedwayʼs victory
lane for the second time Saturday night. He successfully won
both Late Model features. (SHERRI STEARNS photo)

The Duke Life Flight medical helicopter lifts off as members of the South Boston Speedway Track
Services team continue to receive instruction in cutting open a retired racing chassis. South Boston
Speedway conducted a three-hour training event prior to its May 1 racing program. (JOE CHAN-
DLER/SBS photo)



(Continued…)

of the factors that
makes “Americaʼs
Hometown Track” a
great place for com-
petitors to race.

Continuing its ef-
forts as an industry
leader in safety, South
Boston Speedway
hosted a three-hour
training class prior to
its May 1 racing event
involving South
Boston Speedway
Track Services and
representatives from
the South Boston, Vir-

ginia Fire Department and the
Cluster Springs, Virginia Volunteer
Fire Department.

Medical personnel from Duke
Life Flight in Durham, North Car-
olina and Centra One from Lynch-
burg, Virginia also participated,
flying their medical helicopters into
South Boston Speedway to partici-
pate in the training.

“We could not be happier with
our team for taking part in this train-
ing,” said South Boston Speedway
Assistant General Manager Chase
Brashears. “Weʼre firm believers
that you can never have too much
training, and that includes our track
services team that provides expert
care to participants during our
events. Our team was able to re-
view the basics of driver care dur-
ing an incident and then put all of
those skills together at the end of
the training when they conducted a
full drill of a driver extrication.”

Having representatives from the
South Boston and Cluster Springs
fire departments and the medical
flight teams from Duke Life Flight
and Centra One participating was
an important part of the training
event.

“We greatly appreciate our local
agencies for getting involved,”
Brashears remarked.
“We also thank the great people at
Duke Life Flight and Centra One for
flying in their medical helicopters to
discuss scenarios with our team.”

Dave Howell, a flight paramedic
with Centra One, said he and his
team were glad to have the oppor-
tunity to participate in the training.

“This is a little bit unique, and
specialized,” Howell said. “We just
feel very fortunate to be able to
come out and help the community
and show these people at the
speedway what we are able to do
as far as speeding up patient care
for them and take care of them in
their time of need.”

Joshua Rife, a flight paramedic

with Duke Life Flight, gave South
Boston Speedway kudos for host-
ing the training.

“I think itʼs a great thing the race-
track is doing with this kind of train-
ing,” Rife noted. “Itʼs always good
to train. You work the way you train.
Weʼre very happy at Duke Life
Flight to have the opportunity to
come up here and train with all of
these individuals. Weʼre happy to
serve the South Boston commu-
nity.” 

South Boston Speedway Limited
Sportsman Division competitor
Kenny Mills Jr. of South Boston,
Virginia volunteered to participate
in the training by allowing members
of the track services team extricate
him from a racecar.

"It was different climbing into a
car knowing I was going to be ex-
tricated from it,” Mills remarked.

“I can honestly say it was a cool
experience in regard to being able
to watch the safety works do what
they do first-hand. The training
speaks volumes that South Boston
Speedway is investing so much
into safety for us drivers and I to-
tally commend them for it."

Veteran Late Model Stock Car
Division competitor Terry Dease of
Oxford, North Carolina, another of
the training participants, was glad
to see South Boston Speedway
providing the safety training.

“Safety has to be a top priority,”
Dease pointed out.

“I thought the training class was
wonderful. Any training that can
help get somebody out of a car
quicker and having people knowing

exactly what to do is important.
With all of the innovation in racing
with the seats, head support sys-
tems and things that are around us
now, people need to know how to
properly undo the hook-ups and
belts.”

Dease said knowing that South
Boston Speedwayʼs track services
personnel are trained in how to
handle emergency situations
“makes me feel 100 percent better.
Iʼm glad and 100 percent satisfied
that South Boston Speedway is
providing this training.”

The training course concluded
with participants putting all the ap-
plications together in a full real-
world scenario that included fully
cutting open a racecar, rendering
medical aid and extricating a
driver. 

During the final exercise South
Boston Speedway Track Services
personnel along with the other par-
ticipants gained experience using
new safety equipment the track ob-
tained this season.

“Our track services team re-
ceived a great asset earlier this
year when ESI Race Track Safety
Services and Holmatro joined with
us to supply rescue tools on our fire
truck,” Brashears noted.
“Those tools were instrumental dur-
ing the real-world scenario drill, and
the value of having those tools here
on race day cannot be measured.” 

“We greatly appreciate the sup-
port of our race teams for this train-
ing, and our track services and
operations staff for the hard work
they put in,” Brashears said. “South

Boston Speedway is an industry
leader in short track safety, and this
training was an important piece to
that puzzle.”

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway hosted its first
scheduled Friday night race of the
2021 season with a Stafford
Weekly Series program on Friday,
May 7th.  Michael Christopher out-
dueled Keith Rocco to win the SK
Modified® feature, while both
Michael Bennett and Derek Debbis
both made it two-for-two in 2021 by
winning the Late Model and SK
Light feature events respectively.
Rich Hammann scored his first ca-
reer Stafford feature victory in the
Limited Late Model feature, and
Travis Hydar won the Street Stock
feature. 

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Mikey Flynn led the field
to the green but Michael Christo-
pher, Jr. took the lead on the first
lap before the caution came out for
a multi car incident in turn 2 with 1
lap complete.

Christopher took the lead on the
restart with Flynn in second and
Todd Owen in third.  Owen worked
his way by Flynn on lap-5 to take
over second with Bryan Narducci in
fourth and Tyler Hines and Chase
Dowling side by side for fifth with
Keith Rocco in seventh.  The cau-
tion flag flew with 9 laps complete
for Doug Meservey, Jr. who did a
half spin through the frontstretch in-
field.

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Michael Christopher took the SK Modified feature event Friday night at Stafford Motor Speedway.
(SMS photo)
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Owen took a look
to the high and low
side of Christopher on
the restart but Christo-
pher was able to main-
tain the lead.  Rocco
came up to third with
Hines side by side with
Flynn for fourth.  Hines
took the place on lap-
12 while Stephen Kop-
cik took fifth on
lap-13.  Up front,
Rocco got around
Owen to take over
second and he began
to set his sights on

Christopher for the lead.  
At the halfway point of the race,

Christopher still held the lead with
Rocco right on his bumper.  Owen
was third followed by Hines and
Kopcik.  Noah Korner was up to
sixth followed by David Arute, Ron-
nie Williams, Andrew Molleur,
Dowling, and Tyler Leary.  

Hines got around Owen for third
place on lap-31 while Rocco was
still giving chase to Christopher for
the race lead and Kopcik was still
running in fifth place.  

Rocco couldnʼt get close enough
to Christopher to make a move for
the lead as Christopher took down
the victory.  Hines finished third
with Owen and Kopcik rounding out
the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature,
Rick Lanagan took the early lea
with Paul Varricchio, Jr. in second.
Jim Mavlouganes was third in line
followed by John Blake and Darrell
Keane.  Keane drifted up the track

on lap-4 and slid back several
spots to eighth place.  Adam Gray
got around Blake on lap-7 to move
into fifth place while Michael Ben-
nett took third from Mavlouganes
on lap-8.  Gray was right behind
Bennett and he also got by
Mavlouganes to take fourh as
Lanagan and Varricchio continued
to hold down the top-2 spots.  Mike
OʼSullivan spun in the middle of
turns 3+4 to bring the caution out
with 10 laps complete.  Michael
Wray was black flagged to the rear
of the field for making contact with
OʼSullivan.

The field completed one lap be-
fore the caution came back out with
11 laps complete for a spin in turn 2
by Andrew Durand.  Bennett
charged by Lanagan on the restart
to take the lead while behind the
lead duo was some 3-wide racing
with Gray charging his way into
third.  Mavlouganes settled into
fourth with Blake rounding out the
top-5.  Ryan Fearn was on a
charge as he took fifth place from
Blake on lap-17 while Bennett was
starting to stretch out his lead over
Lanagan and Gray.

Gray got by Lanagan on lap-20
to take over second place but he
had a gap of nearly 2 seconds to
erase in order to get close to Ben-
nett.  That margin was erased with
21 laps complete for Al Saunders,
who got into the turn 2 wall and was
showering sparks from his car as
he slowly brought his car to pit
road.

After a restart was called back
Bennett took the lead with Gray im-
mediately falling into line in sec-
ond.  Ryan Fearn took third as

Lanagan fell back to fourth with
Mavlouganes in fifth.  With 5 laps to
go Bennett and Gray had pulled
away from Ryan Fearn in third.
Mavlouganes and Lanagan
touched as Mavlouganes was
going for fourth place and he spun
to bring the caution out with 25 laps
complete.  Mavlouganes was black
flagged to the rear of the field for
making contact with Lanagan.

Bennett took the lead on the
restart while Ryan Fearn took sec-
ond from Gray.  Wayne Coury, Jr.
took third from Gray but Gray came
back with a crossover move on lap-
27 to get back into third place.  Tom
Fearn was fifth in line with the side
by side duo of Michael Wray and
Keane behind him.  Marc Curtis
spun in the middle of turns 1+2 to

bring the caution out with 27 laps
complete to set up a 3 lap sprint to
the finish.

Bennett took the lead on the
restart with Ryan Fearn moving into
second.  Gray was third with Coury
in fourth.  Coury slid up the track on
lap-28 and fell back several spots
but the caution came out as
Mavlouganes, Zack Robinson, and
Cliff Saunders all spun in turn 3.
Under the caution Tom Fearn
brought his car to pit road where it
was found to be leaking fluid and
his race came to an early end.

Bennett took the lead on the
green white checkered restart with
Gray all over his back bumper.
Bennett was able to hold off Gray
and Ryan Fearn to take down his
second consecutive win to kick off
the 2021 season.  Coury finished
fourth with Keane rounding out the
top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light feature
event, Tyler Chapman took the lead
at the green with Todd Douillard
nearly making a move for the lead
but slotting back into second.  Chris
Matthews was third in line but he
took second from Douillard on lap-
2.  Peter Bennett was fourth fol-
lowed by Brian Sullivan and Bob
Charland side by side for fifth.  

Matthews pulled alongside
Chapman on lap-4 and he took the
lead on lap-5.  Sullivan and Douil-
lard were now side by side for third
behind Matthews and Chapman
with Derek Debbis already up to
fifth.  Debbis took fourth from Douil-
lard on lap-7 and he was looking to
take third when Chapman spun
coming out of turn 4 to bring the
caution out with 7 laps complete.

Matthews took the lead back
under green with Debbis moving

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Michael Bennett won his second Late Model Feature at Stafford this past Friday night. He is all smiles
in victory lane. (SMS photo)

Derek Debbis make it two-in-a-row in the win column after taking
the wreck-strewn SK Light feature Friday night at Stafford Motor
Speedway. (SMS photo)



(Continued…)

into second.  Sullivan
was third in line with
George Bessette, Jr.
up to fourth and
Alexander Pearl up to
fifth.  Debbis took the
lead from Matthews on
lap-10 and the caution
came out with 10 laps
complete for Sami An-
derson, who spun in
turn 2.

Debbis took the
lead on the restart with
Matthews right behind
him in second.  Sulli-
van was third with

Pearl taking fourth from Bessette
on lap-14.  The caution and red
flags flew with 16 laps complete as
Douillard hit the turn 4 wall head on
and Sami Anderson also hit the
turn 4 wall trying to avoid Douil-
lardʼs car.

After a delay to repair the turn 4
wall, the race went back to green
with Debbis leading Matthews, Sul-
livan, Pearl, and the side by side
duo of Bessette and Steven Chap-
man.  Bessette got clear from
Chapman on lap-18 while Debbis
picked up his second consecutive
win of the 2021 season.  Sullivan
finished third with Pearl and Bes-
sette rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature event, Matt Clement took
the lead at the drop of the green but
he dropped off the pace going
down the backstretch on the first
lap which put Jeremy Lavoie into
the race lead.  Mike Hopkins was
second in the early going followed
by R.J. Surdell, Rich Hammann,
and Alexandra Fearn.  Hammann
made a move to get by Surdell on
lap-3 and that move opened the
door for Fearn to follow Hamman
by Surdell and drop him back to
fifth in line as Lavoie continued to
lead the race.  

Hammann continued to charge
his way to the front as he took sec-
ond from Hopkins on lap-9.  Just as
Fearn followed Hammann by Sur-
dell earlier, she followed Hammann
by Hopkins to take third and drop
Hopkins back to fourth with Surdell
in fifth as Lavoie continued to lead. 

Hammann was slowly reeling
Lavoie in and with 7 laps to go
there Lavoieʼs lead was less than a
car length over Hammann.  Jay
Clement got around Surdell on lap-
14 to move into fifth while Ham-
mann made a move to the inside of
Lavoie on lap-16 but Lavoie was
able to fend off the challenge.  With
Hammann and Lavoie dueling for
the lead, Fearn was closing in on

the two lead cars and with 3 laps to
go it was a 3 car train for the lead.

Hammann made his move for
the lead on lap-18 and his pass
opened the door for Fearn to follow
him through and drop Lavoie from
the lead back to third place.  Ham-
mann held Fearn off to the check-
ered flag to pick up his first career
victory at Stafford.  Lavoie finished
third with Hopkins and Clement
rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Street Stock fea-
ture event, Sam Calvo spun into
the frontstretch wall at the drop of
the green flag to bring out the cau-
tion flag.  The next restart saw Bert
Ouellette take the lead at the green
and he held off a challenge from
Adrien Paradis, III on the first lap to
maintain the race lead.  Travis
Hydar quickly moved into third with
Kyle Johnson fourth and Nickolas
Hovey fifth before the caution came
back out with 1 lap complete for a
spin by Christopher Phelps.

Ouellette resumed his place at
the front of the field on the restart
with Hydar getting around Paradis
to move into second.  Johnson was
fourth in line with Hovey in fifth.
Ouelletteʼs race came to a prema-
ture end as his car dropped off the
pace as he completed lap 4 and he
limped back to pit road.  This put
Hydar into the lead followed by
Paradis, Hovey, Johnson, and
Chris Meyer.  Phelps spun in turn 2
to bring the caution back out with 4
laps complete.

Hydar powered his way into the
lead back under green with Hovey
moving up to second.  Meyer
moved from fifth to third as Paradis
fell from second back to fourth with
Johnson in fifth place.  Johnson
spun in the middle of turns 1+2 to
bring the yellow flag back out with 7
laps complete.

Hovey was able to stay on the
outside of Hydar for the lead for al-
most a full lap before falling back
into third place behind Hydar and
Meyer.  Frank LʼEtoile, Jr. was up
to fourth and Paradis was fifth in
line when the caution came back
out with 9 laps complete for a spin
by Phelps.

Hydar took the lead back under
green with LʼEtoile taking second.
Hovey was third but he went by
LʼEtoile on lap-12 to move into sec-
ond and Hovey would fall back to
fourth on lap-13 as Meyer took over
third place.  Chris Danielczuk and
Calvo got together in turn 1 on lap-
14 but both cars were able to con-
tinue on and the race stayed
green.  

With 5 laps to go, Hydar was
starting to slowly edge away from
LʼEtoile in second with Meyer,

Hovey, and Jason Finkbein making
up the top-5.  Hydar had stretched
out his lead to nearly one second
but the caution flew with 19 laps
complete for a spin in turn 2 by Je-
remy Washburn to set up a green
white checkered finish.

LʼEtoile went side by side with
Hydar for the first lap of the green
white checkered finish before slot-
ting back into second.  LʼEtoile
made one more run on the final lap
but couldnʼt get close enough to
Hydar to make a move as Hydar
took down the victory.  Hovey fin-
ished third with Meyer and Finkbein
rounding out the top-5.

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

The racing world is abuzz about the
launch of Tony Stewart and Ray
Evernhamʼs new SRX Racing Se-
ries, which will debut at Stafford
Speedway on Saturday, June 12th.
The series will headline the Satur-
day event and will be supported by
the TickMike.com SK Modified®
All-Star Showdown. Stafford
Speedway officials have an-
nounced the format of the All-Star
Showdown alongside $46,000 in
prize money.

“June 12th will be a big night for
Stafford Speedway,” explained
Stafford Speedway CEO Mark
Arute. “The debut of a new national
series at the track to be televised
live on CBS and the first ever SK
Modified® All-Star race. The goal of
this event is to put on a show for
the fans and to reward our weekly
competitors. Weʼre paying at least
$2,000 to each top-15 finisher and
$4,000 to the winner. Thank you to
Mike and everyone at
TickMike.com for supporting the
event.” 

The All-Star event will be struc-
tured in 3 stages for a total of 50
laps. Stage 1 and 2 will be 20 laps
each and will pay a $1,000 bonus
to each stage winner.  The final
“Showdown” stage of 10 laps with
$4,000 awarded to the race win-
ner.  Every driver finishing in the
top-15 is guaranteed at least
$2,000 in prize money. 

Additional bonus money is up for
grabs for the winner of stages 1 &
2. The winner of stage 1 will have
the option to go back to 15th to
start stage 2, if they go on to win
the Showdown the driver would be
awarded an additional $1,500. The
winner of stage 2 will have the op-
tion to go back to 10th for the

Showdown, if they go on to win the
Showdown the driver would be
awarded an additional $2,500. 

“If a driver sweeps the night
theyʼd win $10,000,” continued
Mark Arute. “To do that theyʼd have
to put on one heck of a drive. We
will have a full house with many
fans attending their first Stafford
Speedway event. We hope the
drivers take a look at the strong
$2,000 in prize money throughout
the field and put on a show.” 

Entry to the All-Star Showdown
will be exclusive. The top-15 in SK
Modified® points will be locked into
the field along with any past SK
Modified® champions. All past SK
Modified® champions are eligible
for the event. Some recently active
past champions include Ryan
Preece, Woody Pitkat, Mike
Christopher, Sr., Frank Ruocco,
and Bo Gunning. 

Remaining tickets for the SRX
Racing Series and TickMike.com
SK Modified® All-Star Showdown
will go on sale May 10th. Ticket ac-
cess will be available to ticket alert
list subscribers from 8:00am to
10:00am on May 10th. Any addi-
tional tickets will be available on
StaffordSpeedway.com/tickets be-
ginning at 10:00am. All those inter-
ested in tickets are encouraged to
sign-up for the ticket alert list, click
here to subscribe.

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

New for the 2021 season at
Stafford Motor Speedway, The
Crafty Toolbox of Meriden, CT has
become the trackʼs newest contin-
gency sponsor.  The Crafty Toolbox
will present a weekly bonus of $50
to the third place finisher in each
Street Stock feature event, bump-
ing the third place purse up to
$225.

“Last season we sponsored
Gary Patnodeʼs Limited Late Model
car and we had Bakerʼs Woodshop
as a Limited Late Model contin-
gency partner,” said Joe and Tim
Baker, co-owners of The Crafty
Toolbox.  “This season weʼre spon-
soring Gary again with Bakerʼs
Woodshop but weʼre also sponsor-
ing Travis Downey in the Street
Stock division with The Crafty Tool-
box.  We were at the track for
Opening Day a couple Saturdays
ago and we noticed that there was
no contingency sponsor for 3rd
place in the Street Stock division so

(Continued on Next Page…)
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we decided to become
the 3rd place sponsor
and fill that void.  We
do this out of a love of
racing and the fact that
these drivers deserve
some extra money be-
cause racing is an ex-
pensive sport and they
donʼt make a lot of
money racing.”

Joe and Tim
Bakerʼs involvement
with the Stafford Con-
tingency Program
doesnʼt begin and end
with The Crafty Tool-

box.  For the second consecutive
season, Bakerʼs Woodshop will
offer a $75 bonus to the third place
finisher in each Limited Late Model
feature event this season.  The
Crafty Toolbox will also have a
presence at Staffordʼs Monday
night Wild Thing Kart Series.

“Weʼre also going to be spon-
soring the Senior Outlaw division of
Wild Thing Karts on September 18
so the race will be The Crafty Tool-
box 25,” said the Bakers.

The Crafty Toolbox is a Veteran
Owned retail store located at 930
Old Colony Road in Meriden, CT
specializing in handmade products
from various vendors and artists.
They currently have over 60 unique
vendors with a wide variety of prod-
ucts on offer.  For more information
about The Crafty Toolbox, please
visit thecraftytoolbox.com or call
475-775-5007.  The Crafty Toolbox
is open Wednesday through Sun-
day with hours of 10am-5pm on
Wednesday and Thursday, 10am-
6pm on Friday and Saturday, and
11am-5pm on Sunday.

“Bakerʼs Woodshop is now an
LLC and we have our contractorʼs
license,” said the Bakers.  “We
build decks and things like that but
we do a lot of craft stuff with recy-
cled pallet wood.  Other than if
weʼre doing a deck or porch or
something like that, 90% of what
we make is all recycled pallet wood
so it looks good and itʼs environ-
mentally friendly.”

For more information about
Bakerʼs Woodshop, please visit
bakerswoodshop.net or call 860-
416-1013.

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

Wake County Speedway
RALEIGH, NC - The finest stars

and cars of the NASCAR Advance

Auto Parts Weekly Racing Series
roared into Wake County Speed-
way for a night of up close in your
face auto racing.

The Solid Rock Carriers Late
Model Winner was Zachary Marks
of Angier in his Schulz Iron Work,
RRE Chevy. Marks led flag to flag
but was challenged though out the
event to claim the hard fought vic-
tory. Marks thanked his friends,
family and fans from LeithCars.com
victory lane.

Young gun Zach Lightfoot
crossed under the stripe in 2nd
place in his Victory Lane Invest-
ments hotrod followed by Carter
Langley who burnt the midnight oil
all this past week getting his 855-
NCROOFS rocketship ready for the
battle at "America's Favorite Bull-
ring". Cory Walker wheeled his
Southern Wake Automotive car
home in 4th place.

Trevor Thacker won the action
packed INEX Legends feature over
Parker Eatmon, Zack Brown from
Raleigh and Carson Haislip. These
cars are so competitive the front
runners ran nose to tail during the
feature, charging hard all the way.

The Modified 4 Cylinder feature
winner was Jason Adams who
stormed under the waving check-
ered flag over Patrick Arch, Dennis
"The Dominator" Capps and Randy
Ayers. Adams thanked his family,
friends and fans from victory lane.

The INEX Bandolero division
winner Ryley Music added another
"W" to his 2021 list total bringing his
total wins to 5 on the season. Red
Head Racing brothers, Jacob and
Kaleb Bradley from Chapel Hill had
great runs, crossing the stripe in
2nd and 3rd place with Carson
Brown rounding out the top 4
places.

The Carolina/ Accent Imaging
Mini Stock Challenge Series Tour-
ing Series feature winner was
Brandon Clements from Swans-
boro who turned back numerous
challenges to visit LeithCars.com
victory lane. 

The action packed 50 lapper
featured battles all race long with
AJ Sanders, Joseph Pittman from
Lucama and Jason Adams battling
all race long.

Congrats to all the drivers, car
owners, fans and Wake County
Speedways' staff for a great night
of action at the bullring.

The action continues on May
14th, 2021 with Chargers (Twins),
Modified 4's, Mini-Stocks, Legends,
Bando, Bombers and the Vintage
Southern Ground Pounders Tour-
ing Series on the card. Wake
County Speedway has Sunoco
Racing Fuel, Hoosier Tires and

Track Rental plus Advertising Opps
available. Wake County Speedway
is located on 2109 Simpkins Rd.,
Raleigh, NC.

Follow wcspeedway.com, face-
book and twitter for more info or
call (919) 578-7858. By the grace
of God and 600 horsepower, see
you at the races!

Williams Grove Speedway
MECHANICSBURG, PA - The

World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Cars Series is set to
assault Williams Grove Speedway
coming up this weekend, Friday
and Saturday, May 14 and 15 for
the running of the Morgan Cup. 

Slated for May 14 and 15 at 7:30
pm each night, H & N Landscaping
of Mechanicsburg will present the
two-day outlaws stand at Williams
Grove.  

Adult general admission for
each night of the Williams Grove
outlaws stand is set at $30 with
youth ages 13 –20 admitted for
$15.  

Kids ages 12 and under are al-
ways admitted for FREE at
Williams Grove. 

Both of the weekendʼs racing
programs will pay $10,000 to win
with Fridayʼs main event going 25
laps while the Saturday feature will
go for 30. 

Saturdayʼs winner will receive an
additional 5K to be declared the
2021 Morgan Cup Champion to go
along with bragging rights as Mor-
gan Cup Champion for a year of ei-
ther the World of Outlaws series
stars or those of the Pennsylvania
Posse. 

Outlaws champion Brad Sweet
continues to control the World of
Outlaws season point standings as
he vies for his third series title in a
row at the wheel of Kasey Kahneʼs
No. 49. 

Californiaʼs Sweet has pushed
his season win total to eight wins
on the outlaws season to date in-
cluding just sweeping three events
in a row in the state of Missouri.  

Clearly with the point lead and
his early season win percentage
having won eight of a total 20 races
fought on the series tour so far this
season, Sweet has to be viewed as
a favorite coming into this weeks
Williams Grove Morgan Cup ac-
tion.  

However Sweet has yet to mas-
ter the Williams Grove paper clip
oval in his accomplished career
and while this trip into Posse coun-
try may prove to be the one when
he finally breaks through, his out-
laws nemesis David Gravel will
enter the weekend as a favorite. 

Connecticutʼs Gravel has really

taken a liking to Williams Grove
during the last few seasons and in-
deed scored two of four events
held at the track last season while
also taking a pair in 2019.  

The two-time Williams Grove
National Open champion has three
wins on the outlaws tour this sea-
son and currently sits second to
Sweet in the point standings
aboard Todd Quiringʼs Big Game
Motorsports No. 2. 

Additional drivers to score on the
outlaws tour to date this season in-
clude Sheldon Haudenschild,
Logan Schuchart, James McFad-
den, Carson Macedo, Aaron
Reutzel and Brent Marks. 

Reutzel, aboard the Roth No.
83, may also be one to watch with
the outlaws when he gets back to
Williams Grove as the Texas native
has really learned his way around
the big half-mile in recent seasons
as well. 

With one win on the Williams
Grove season, Freddie Rahmer is
the current oval point leader. 

Perennial outlaws killer at
Williams Grove, posse pilot Lance
Dewease seems poised to score
his elusive 100th career speedway
win and nothing would please the
Fayetteville flyer more than to do so
over the outlaws big dogs this
weekend.  

Other members of the Pennsyl-
vania Posse poised to make a run
at the outlaws this weekend include
Anthony Macri, Brent Marks and
Danny Dietrich. 

Marks, who recently moved
back into the seat of his family-
owned No. 19M, has proven to be
on a hot streak of late, scoring
three of six since returning to the
car. 

Heʼs won against the outlaws on
the road at Eldora on Saturday and
against the Posse here in the re-
gion and may indeed be the best
bet for a local driver to get a win at
Williams Grove this weekend. 

A premier residential and com-
mercial landscaping company in
the region, H & N Landscaping will
present the entire weekend of
World of Outlaws/Pennsylvania
Posse racing action.

H & N Landscaping, located at
675 Williams Grove Road in Me-
chanicsburg, has been serving the
region for over 35 years.

Contact H & N at 717.697.2908
or by visiting them on the web
at www.handnlandscapingllc.com.

Keep up to date on all the latest
speedway news and information by
visiting the ovalʼs official website lo-
cated at www.williamsgrove.com or
by following the track on Twitter
and Facebook.
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