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Chase
Elliott

Brings His
“A” Game
to Dover



Chase Elliottʼs
dramatic victory Sun-
day at the Dover Inter-
national Speedway
was good for a lot of
reasons.

NASCAR gener-
ally gets a bump when
one of its younger driv-
ers, particularly one as
popular as Elliott, finds
a way to beat all the
crafty veterans.

It means
Elliott is as-
sured to ad-

vance to the third round of
the playoffs, moving him a
step closer to a possible
championship.

Overlooked, but cer-
tainly not lost, was the fact
Chevrolet finally beat rivals
Ford and Toyota in a tradi-
tional oval, not a restrictor-
plate (Daytona 500) or road-course
(Watkins Glen International) race.

Suddenly, there now seems to a
challenge to the Big Threeʼs fast
track to the final round.

“There's no reason at all we
can't make a run at this deal. I
thought we made a great run at it
last year,” the 22-year-old son of
Hall of Famer Bill Elliott said. “Per-
sonally, I felt like we went way fur-
ther than anybody expected us to,
a couple of laps away from going to
Homestead. No reason why we
can't do that this year and give
those guys a run.”

No reason at all.
Sure, the Big Three – Kevin Har-

vick, Kyle Busch and Martin Truex
Jr. – still will be formidable down
the stretch. But now thereʼs another
driver in the mix, and heʼs got the
considerable resources – finan-
cially and emotionally – of Hendrick
Motorsports behind him.

Jeff Gordon, who won all 93 of
his races and four championships
with Hendrick before retiring at the
end of the 2016 season, still plays
a role at Hendrick. He was on the
sidelines when crew chief Alan
Gustafson made the late-race call
to give Elliott track position by skip-
ping a pit stop with seven laps re-
maining in regulation. Although his
tires had 50 more laps than most,
he kept his Chevrolet Camaro out
front during a green-white-
checkered finish in overtime.

“I think this only elevates up his
game and the whole team's game
of being capable of now going and
closing the deal,” Gordon said. “It's
tough when you've been so close

and it doesn't quite work out, but all
it takes is a couple of big events
like this where you do close it to
build that momentum and confi-
dence to continue to go do that.
Timing couldn't be better for Alan
and Chase and this entire team.”

Elliott has known nothing but
frustration for much of his three-
year stint at the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series level. He
couldnʼt find a way to turn fast cars
into race victories. Elliott had eight

second-place finishes, in-
cluding a year earlier at
Dover after leading 138
laps, before finally break-
ing through at Watkins
Glen.

Unlike the past
when a dominating per-
formance ended with
some sort of late-race
problems, Elliott found a
way to take an average

car to the front of the pack. He only
led 11 laps – none more important
than the last.

“You think about how many sec-
ond�place finishes he's had, how
close he's been, and I think to
Watkins Glen, just getting that mon-
key off his back, just being able to
get into Victory Lane, recognizing
that all the ingredients that it takes
to finally pull it off is such a huge re-
lief as a driver,” Gordon said.

Car owner Rick Hendrick
agreed.

“When he won that race at
Watkins Glen, it was like the world
was lifted off of his shoulders,”
Hendrick said. “I saw a different ��
he was loose, he was having fun,
and I think Jeff can tell you, until ��
you can coach him, you can talk to
him, you can do whatever you want
to do, but until they get that win and
that kind of eases up, that's �� we've
talked to Chase a lot, but Chase is
a smart, super smart race car
driver.

“From my standpoint, I think ��
and Jeff talked to him, too. It's just,
hey, man, don't let the pressure get
to you. You're Bill Elliott's son,
you're supposed to win, you've
been so close, you've been an Xfin-
ity champion. But he's handled it
well.”

Now that Elliott and Chevrolet fi-
nally have some footing, the final
six races should be interesting. For
now, Elliott is the only driver who
doesnʼt have to rest the fate of
qualifying for the Round of Eight at
next Sundayʼs race at the Tal-
ladega Superspeedway. Everyone
else in the race is certain to lose

sleep before – and after – the final
restrictor-plate race of the season.

Elliott now has the luxury of
going to Talladega with an opportu-
nity to pad his advantage without
any fear of consequence.

“I think it's nice to be able to
know you're going to move on, but
you can't get complacent in the fact
that you are moving on, and you
can't let those points just sit out
there and not try to go get them be-
cause those bonus points you get
for winning or winning a stage or
winning a race or whatever, that's
huge, and you need as many as
you can get,” Elliott said. “One or
two points could be the difference
in you making the round of four or
not. Just knowing that and not
being complacent with the win and
trying to go get another one or two
before it starts I think is important.”

Nobody knows better than Gor-
don a championship certainly
would be the lift NASCAR so des-

perately needs. Now 47, his best
years coincided with NASCARʼs
heydays, so he has a keen sense
for what puts fans in the stands and
increases television ratings.

And for the first time all year,
young Elliott finally has a car that
can get the job done.

“You follow that up with a Chase
Elliott win here in Dover, and yes,
we're biased, but I think we all
know what that means for momen-
tum in the sport and positive
things,” Gordon said.

“Young guys are very, very im-
portant, but so are the veterans.
What you want is those to go head
to head, and you want a changing
of the guard, but you want to see
the veterans do what they're capa-
ble of doing, and then you want to
see a young guy come along that
challenges that.”

Which is another reason why
Chase Elliottʼs victory was good for
NASCAR.
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A New Challege Emerges

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2 World of Outlaws 9
Monster Energy Cup 3-4 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 10
XFINITY 5 ASCS 11
NASCAR Touring 6 Circle of Champions 11
ARCA Racing 7 Mid South Sprints 11
ARCA/CRA 8 OnTrack 12-13
CARS Tour 8 ShorTrack 14-15

ON THE COVER:
NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY

Race winner Chase Elliott gets a congratulatory hug from team-
mate and seven-time champion, Jimmie Johnson. (BRIAN LAW-
DERMILK/GETTY IMAGES photo)



DOVER, DE -
What looked like a
Stewart-Haas Racing
victory parade for
much of Sunday after-
noon ended in a wild
overtime scramble,
with Chase Elliott tak-
ing the checkered flag

in the Gander Outdoors 400 at
Dover International Speedway.

On considerably older tires, El-
liott pulled ahead cleared runner-
up Denny Hamlin through Turns 1
and 2 after a restart on Lap 403
and powered his No. 9 Hendrick
Motorsports Chevrolet across the
finish line .265 second ahead of
Hamlinʼs Toyota.

With the victory—his second of
the season and the second of his
career—Elliott punched his ticket
into the Round of 8 in the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series Play-
offs, extricating himself from the
bottom four in the postseason
standings.

“This was a lot about persever-
ance,” said Elliott, who recovered
from a penalty for an uncontrolled
tire incurred during a yellow-flag pit
stop on Lap 123. “We had a penalty
early and fell behind and luckily had
a good enough car and good strat-
egy to get back (to the front). What
a day!

The win was a satisfying turn-
around from the same race last

year, when Elliott had victory in his
sights, only to be tracked down and
passed by Kyle Busch on the next-
to-last lap. 

“Definitely think it makes it
sweeter, for sure,” Elliott said. “You
don't appreciate it in those mo-
ments, b but to come back here
and have the day we had... 

“We get to move on to the next
round, and I don't have to worry
about Talladega next week. It's just
a hell of a day.”

The move that won the race was
crew chief Alan Gustafsonʼs deci-
sion to keep Elliott on the track with
tires that were more than 50 laps
old, when most of the other lead-
lap cars opted to pit on Lap 393
after Clint Bowyerʼs Ford slammed
into the Turn 4 wall one lap earlier.

Elliott led the field to a restart on
Lap 397, but on the backstretch
during that circuit, Aric Almirola
nicked the outside wall and started
a chain-reaction collision that also
damaged the cars of fellow Playoff
drivers Brad Keselowski, Alex Bow-
man, Martin Truex Jr. and Ryan
Blaney.

NASCAR red-flagged the race,
and Elliott outran Hamlin in an
overtime that extended the event
four laps beyond its scheduled dis-
tance. The only laps Elliott led were
the last 11.

Kevin Harvick, on the other
hand, was out front for 286 of the

404 laps in a No. 4 Ford that was
the clear class of the field. Harvick
swept the first two stages, as he
had done during his June victory at
the Monster Mile and appeared
headed for another perfect after-
noon, but the 2014 series cham-
pion had to return to pit road under
green for an extra tire change after
a flying lug nut knocked the valve
stem off Harvickʼs left rear tire.

Harvick regained the lap he lost
under a debris caution called on

Lap 339, but he couldnʼt work his
way back to the front before the
race ended. 

Joey Logano dodged the
Almirola wreck and finished third,
followed by Erik Jones, Kurt Busch
and Harvick. Austin Dillon ran sev-
enth, one spot ahead of Kyle
Busch, who snared his top 10 de-
spite dealing with a malfunctioning
track bar adjuster throughout the
afternoon.

“You use it (the track bar) a lot
here because of the tire wear and
tire build-up,” Busch said. “Cars get
loose over courses of the run. Not
having that and not knowing where
it was (set), I had no clue where it
was throughout the whole day. We
came in here poised to not run very
well, and thatʼs how we did.”

For a long stretch after a restart
on Lap 248, the four Stewart-Haas
drivers—Harvick, Almirola, Bowyer
and Kurt Busch—ran 1-2-3-4. But
Bowyer had to a pit with a flat tire
on Lap 382, after racing side-by-
side with Ryan Newman, Harvick
had his issue on pit road, and
Almirola lost his winning chances
when Bowyer hit the wall late in the
race.

Harvick leaves Dover with a five-
point lead over Kyle Busch. After
the Oct. 21 race at Kansas, the
Playoff field will be trimmed from 12
drivers to eight.
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Chase Elliott Grabs

Victory at Dover,
Advances in Monster
Energy Cup Playoffs

Chase Elliott, driver of the #9 NAPA Auto Parts Chevrolet, cele-
brates with team owner and NASCAR Hall of Famer Rick Hendrick
after winning the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series Gander
Outdoors 400. (CHRIS TROTMAN/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Race winner Chase Elliott (9) pulls out in front of Denny Hamlin (11) on the green-white-checkered
restart and held on to the lead. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



CONCORD, NC -
From a technical
standpoint, the rules
package NASCAR is
incorporating into the
Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series

for 2019 will feature a car with
higher downforce and lower horse-
power—with the hope of fostering
closer racing.

From a global standpoint,
NASCAR is making the changes to
the car with an eye toward making
the sport more accessible to poten-
tial new manufacturers and team
owners.

For those looking for an eye test,
think back to the Monster Energy
All-Star Race at Charlotte Motor
Speedway in May. Competition in
that event was widely heralded for
producing tight racing and deft ma-
neuvering and for bringing more
drivers into the mix.

Though the rules package sent
to teams on Monday night bears
certain similarities to the All-Star
configuration, there are differences,
too. At tracks measuring 1.33 miles
and longer, the 2019 rules feature a
37.5-percent increase in horse-
power, from 400 used in the All-
Star package to 550 under 2019
rules.

On the larger tracks, including
the superspeedways (with the ex-
ception of the 2019 Daytona 500),
cars will use a .922-inch tapered
spacer to reduce horsepower and
a larger spoiler (61 inches wide by
8 inches tall) to add roughly 50 per-
cent more downforce than the cur-
rent Cup car currently possesses.

The front splitter will feature a 2-
inch overhang, with the side pieces
widening to 10.5 inches under-
neath the car. A larger radiator pan
will taper from 37 inches to 31
inches from front to back, and on
most tracks, cars will feature the
sort of front aero ducts that were
used in the All-Star race. 

In modeling the changes,
NASCAR has discovered that the
aero ducts widen the wake behind
the car, thus making it easier for
trailing cars to close ground and
pass.

“Iʼve seen more collaboration in

coming up with this rules package
than Iʼve ever seen,” said Steve
OʼDonnell, NASCAR executive vice
president and chief racing develop-
ment officer, in a Tuesday round
table with reporters at the NASCAR
Research & Development Center.
“Over two years, weʼve worked with
the teams, weʼve worked with the
team engineers, weʼve worked with
the OEMS—their engineers—our
television partners.

“Weʼve talked to our fans, weʼve
talked to (tire supplier) Goodyear,
weʼve talked to the engine builders,
weʼve talked to the drivers. Does
everybody agree on the final direc-
tion? Of course not. Thereʼs always
going to be some back and forth,
but I think, ultimately, weʼve taken
the most input possible and taken
a direction we believe is right for
the sport.”

At tracks shorter than 1.33 miles
and at road courses, the Cup cars
will use a 1.17-inch tapered spacer,
with engines expected to generate
roughly 750 horsepower. In the
events at Atlanta, Pocono, Darling-
ton and Homestead, cars will fea-
ture traditional brake ducts, as
opposed to the aero ducts, be-
cause those speedways require
heavier braking and additional
cooling.

Aside from those differences,
the package will remain consistent
throughout the season, with the ex-
ception of the 2019 Daytona 500,
which will be run with the same
rules as 2018. Other than that,
NASCAR will cease to use restric-
tor plates to cut horsepower at su-
perspeedways, opting for the
tapered spacers at all tracks.

Originally, based on the success
of the All-Star Race, NASCAR con-
sidered testing the new package in
points races at three tracks this
year. But according to Scott Miller,
NASCAR senior vice president of
competition, not racing under the
new rules after May might have
been a blessing in disguise.

“To me, thereʼs a positive aspect
to that,” Miller said. “because we
have done an awful lot of work
since the All-Star Race. And had
we run it again, it might not have
evolved to where it is right now,

which is where we feel it needs to
be.”

In terms of engine architecture,
OʼDonnell believes the 550-horse-
power version is more accessible
and therefore more attractive to po-
tential new manufacturers. And the
prospect of closer racing top-to-
bottom could make entry into the
sport more appealing to potential
new owners.

OʼDonnell, however, was quick
to correct the notion that NASCAR
hopes to create mini versions of
Talladega at a variety of tracks.

“I want to dispel the myth that
NASCAR is interested in pack rac-
ing everywhere,” OʼDonnell said.
“This package takes the best of the
short tracks and the best of the su-
perspeedways and comes out in-
between.

“Do we want more cars on the
lead lap? Absolutely. Do we want
tighter racing? Absolutely. Do we
expect three-wide every lap? No.
The best drivers and the best
teams are still going to win races.”

NASCAR is testing with package
with the 1.17-inch spacer this week
at Phoenix. Tests using the .922-
inch spacer are scheduled in con-
junction with upcoming Goodyear
tires tests at Charlotte, Atlanta and
Las Vegas.

Track Reactions:
"This is great news from

NASCAR and something we've
been pushing for some time.  Right
now, the drivers are just holding on
for dear life every lap and they're
not able to race each other; they're
just trying to go as fast as they can
- every lap. With a slower car, they
can race each other. So you're
going to see more lead changes,

more side-by-side racing. I think it's
going to be fantastic. It's going to
lead to much better racing here at
Texas Motor Speedway. I can't wait
for 2019 to get here." - Eddie Gos-
sage, Texas Motor Speedway
President

“We appreciate NASCARʼs ded-
ication to consistently work with the
industry to evolve our sport both on
and off the track. The new rules
package has been two years in the
making, so we know a lot of re-
search and effort has gone in to
create more excitement and side-
by-side racing for our fans similar
to the success at the All-Star race
this past May. Over the last few
seasons, we have seen some un-
forgettable moments at New
Hampshire Motor Speedway, and
now with the added aerodynamic
element and more downforce,
buckle up race fans, because you
will be in for one heck of a race at
the Foxwoods Resort Casino 301
in July.” - David McGrath, New
Hampshire Motor Speedway Exec-
utive Vice President and General
Manager

“Racing is all about entertaining
the fans. The 2019 rules package
is designed to create more side-by-
side racing than ever before.
NASCAR, the race teams and the
manufacturers deserve a big thank-
you for all of the hard work theyʼve
put into this process. This package
is similar to what was used in this
yearʼs Monster Energy NASCAR
All-Star Race at Charlotte Motor
Speedway, which produced more
three-wide racing on a 1.5-mile
track than weʼve seen in years. The
fans have a lot to look forward to in
2019.” - Marcus Smith, President
and CEO Speedway Motorsports,
Inc.
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NASCAR Unveils 2019
Monster Energy Cup

Competition
Package—With an Eye

to the Future

Hopefully with the new rules package, close race will be the norm.
(MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



DOVER, DE - In a
scene that has be-
come all but routine
this season, Christo-
pher Bell won Satur-
dayʼs Bar Harbor 200
at Dover International
Speedway, collecting
his sixth victory in his

rookie year in the NASCAR Xfinity
Series.

What was not routine was the
desperation battle for the final spot
in the Round of 8 of the Xfinity
Playoffs. In the closing moments of
the race, after a restart on Lap 184
of 200, Matt Tifft and Ross Chas-
tain dueled for the right to move on
to the next round, with Tifft getting
the edge by three points and end-
ing Chastainʼs Cinderella run.

Already locked into the Round of
8 by virtue of his Round of 12 vic-
tory at Richmond, Bell led the field
to a restart with 17 laps left and
pulled away for the victory, eventu-
ally taking the checkered flag .525
seconds ahead of Cole Custer,
who also advanced to the next
round of the Playoffs.

“It the means the world,” said
Bell, who broke a tie with Greg Bif-
fle, Kyle Busch and Carl Edwards
for most victories in the series as a
Sunoco rookie. “To be able to have
the season weʼve had, itʼs been a
career year for me. Itʼs all credit to
everyone at Joe Gibbs Racing and
my crew chief Jason Ratcliff.

“Everyone that works at the
shop to put these Camrys to-
gether… We have really fast cars
every time we go to the track. All of
our partners deserve it. Today we
had (sponsor) Rheem on the car,
other weeks weʼve had Ruud and
GameStop. Everyone that makes
this happen, Iʼm thankful to be a
part of it and drive for them.”

Bellʼs record victory aside, it was
the accident that led to the final
restart that infused the closing laps
with drama. On Lap 179, Chastain
moved Tifftʼs Chevrolet with his
bumper, nudging the No. 2 Camaro
up the track into the No. 60 Ford of
Chase Briscoe.

Briscoe spun in front of Tifft, who
saved his Playoff life with a deft
move around Briscoeʼs car. 

“By the time the 60 was spin-
ning, I was about to spin into the

60,” Tifft said. “There were a lot of
words I probably shouldnʼt be say-
ing as I was trying to save it. Youʼre
so on the edge of grip already that,
when somebody gets into the back
of you here, itʼs everything you can
do to save it, let alone hit another
car in there.

“Thank goodness we were able
to save it there. I thought for sure
we had lost it at that point.”

Tifft regained two spots after the
restart, and Chastain later lost one
to Michael Annett. That proved the
difference in the battle for the final
Playoff spot. Chastain was pursu-
ing a line of four cars for position
when he ran out of time. Contribut-
ing to his downfall was a pit road
speeding penalty that sent him to
the back of the field after a stop on
Lap 167.

“Too many mistakes on my part,”
said Chastain, who won at Las
Vegas in a Chip Ganassi Racing
car before returning to his custom-
ary No. 4 JD Motorsports ride after
finishing second at Richmond. “I
sped on pit road there – trying to
roll up to those guys and do the
best we could and just playing
catch-up from there. 

“We had the car looking at it now
to do it. I was just trying to go by
those guys.

“He  (Tifft) ran into me after we
stopped down there for lug nut
check (after the race), but Iʼm not
sorry at all. This is awesome… I
donʼt apologize for what I do on the
race track—I bring my friends with
me. Our car was fast enough to do
it. Itʼs racing man. Itʼs awesome.
We were in the heart of it. We did
our job coming here, and weʼve got
a lot to be proud about.”

Regular-season champion
Justin Allgaier (third Saturday) also
advanced to the Round of 8, along
with (pole winner) Daniel Hemric
(seventh), Austin Cindric (eighth),
Elliott Sadler (11th) and Tyler Red-
dick (14th). Chastain finished 13th
and Tifft 15th.

Eliminated from the Playoffs in
addition to Chastain were Brandon
Jones (sixth), Ryan Truex (10th)
and Ryan Reed (16th).

Non-Playoff drivers Ryan
Preece and Spencer Gallagher
were fourth and fifth, respectively,
on Saturday.
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s Christopher Bell Wins
at Dover

as Ross Chastainʼs
Playoff Run Ends

Christopher Bell celebrates in Doverʼs victory lane, something that
he is becoming very comfortable doing since this is his sixth win
of the 2018 season. (BRIAN LAWDERMILK/GETTY IMAGES photo)



DOVER, DE -
After a Sunoco Rookie
of the Year campaign
filled with checkered
flags, Tyler Ankrum
can call himself a
champion.

The 17-year-old
was officially crowned
with the 2018
NASCAR K&N Pro
Series East title follow-
ing the Crosley 125 at

Dover International Speedway on
Saturday morning.

The San Bernardino, California,
driver posted four wins, nine top
fives and finished inside the top 10
in all but two races. After clinching
the title in the previous race at New
Hampshire Motor Speedway,
Ankrum finished 11th at Dover to
end with an 84-point margin over
runner-up Tyler Dippel.

NASCAR PEAK Mexico Series
points leader Ruben Garcia Jr.
earned his second K&N Pro East
victory of the season in the Crosley
125.

To go along with Ankrumʼs suc-
cess, DGR-Crosley captured the
championship in their first full sea-
son of K&N Pro Series action.

“Every single season you come
with high expectations for yourself,”
said Ankrum, who had an average
finish of 4.8. “Sometimes they donʼt
come out the way you want, but
everything that we dreamt of this
year has exceeded more than our
expectations. Iʼm ecstatic.”

Garcia Jr took the lead after a
battle with Todd Gilliland ended
with Gilliland making hard contact
with the front-stretch wall. Form
there, Garcia set sail around the
Monster Mile, becoming the third
Rev Racing driver to win at Dover
— joining Bubba Wallace (2011)
and Collin Cabre (2015).

Garcia became the seventh
driver under the NASCAR Drive
For Diversity banner to win a
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
race earlier this year when he went
to Victory Lane in Memphis. Rev
Racing, which has fielded the com-
petition team for the program since
2010, has 19 victories.

Garcia joined NASCAR Monster
Energy Cup Series driver, Daniel
Suarez, as the second Mexican-
born driver to win multiple
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
races. Ruben Pardo (2006) and
Rogelio Lopez (2007) both have

one win with the series, respec-
tively.

The win vaulted Garcia into a
third place finish in the champi-
onship standings. He edged Ron-
nie Bassett Jr by two points while
falling short of Tyler Dippel by one
point for second. Dippel did not
compete in the Crosley 125 after
parting ways with DGR-Crosley last
week.

New Hampshire winner Brandon
McReynolds challenged Garcia for
several laps before settling for sec-
ond.

Derek Kraus rallied for a third-
place finish. Kraus sits fourth in the
K&N Pro West championship bat-
tle, just seven points from second-
place with two races remaining.

The top five was rounded out by
Sam Mayer and defending series
champion, Harrison Burton. Mayer
was fastest in practice Friday and
Burton won the pole, before
weather pushed the race to Satur-
day.

Anthony Alfredo was sixth, fol-
lowed by Ryan Vargas, Chase
Cabre, Ronnie Bassett Jr and Dil-
lon Bassett.

The Crosley 125 will air on
NBCSN on Thursday, Oct. 11 at 6
p.m. ET. Ankrum and DGR-Crosley
will be honored along with
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East top
finishers and special awards win-
ners at the NASCAR Awards Char-
lotte on Friday, Dec. 7.
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g Tyler Ankrum Celebrates
First Career K&N Pro Series

Championship at Dover

Tyler Ankrum receives the 2018 NASCAR K&N Pro Series champi-
onship trophy. (Nigel Kinrade Photography)

Ruben Garcia Jr earned his second career NASCAR K&N Pro Series
victory on Saturday. (Nigel Kinrade Photography)



Christian Eckes
(No. 15 JBL Audio
Toyota) scored his
third career ARCA
Racing Series pre-
sented by Menards
victory with a domi-
nant performance in
Saturday's rain-de-
layed Shore Lunch
200 at Lucas Oil
Raceway. Eckes led
171 of the race's 200

laps, including the final 42 en route
to the win.

Eckes, who started from the
General Tire Pole after setting a
track record in qualifying, retook
the lead on the final restart from
Chase Purdy (No. 8 Bama Buggies
Toyota), who won the race off pit
road during the fourth and final cau-
tion flag of the night. From there,
Eckes built an 11.47 second lead at
the finish, a half-lap on the 0.686-
mile oval.

"I really should give all the credit
to my crew chief Kevin Reed and
the guys on the team," Eckes said
in victory lane. "They gave me the
best car I've ever had. I was just the
lucky one who got to drive it."

Eckes had to work his way back
to the front of the field after drop-
ping to sixth after his first pit stop of
the night.

"It's not like we didn't have to
work for it," Eckes said. "We had a

problem on the first pit stop and
dropped into the field and the car
just went right back to the front."

Sheldon Creed (No. 28 United
Rentals/Hardees Toyota) finished
second, clinching the 2018 Sioux
Chief Short Track Challenge cham-
pionship.

"It's weird to be that strong in
practice and not be over in victory
lane," Creed said.

"Every time we've been that
good this season we've ended up
winning. But we locked up the short
track challenge championship and
now we can look ahead to Kansas
and clinch the overall champi-
onship too."

Creed accumulated 2070 points
in the SCSTC to win the eleven-
race championship-within-a-
championship by 35 points over
Zane Smith (No. 41 LaPaz Mar-
garita Mix/ICON Vehicle Dynamics
Toyota). Purdy was third, 60 points
behind.

Creed leaves Lucas Oil Race-
way with a 425 point lead over
Zane Smith (No. 41 LaPaz Mar-
garita Mix/ICON Vehicle Dynamics
Toyota) in the battle for the overall
series title.

Purdy finished fourth with Car-
son Hocevar (No. 35 KBR Devel-
opment Chevrolet) in fifth.

The start of the race was
bumped up by an hour due to the
thread of inclement weather, which

struck just as the field took the one
to go signal. After a two-and-a-half
hour rain delay, the race started
with the first six laps run under the
caution flag.

The only on track incident of the
night that drew a caution flag was
an accident in turn two that in-
volved Kaden Honeycutt (No. 43
C&S Trailers Ford) and Harrison
Burton (No. 12 Morton Buildings
Toyota) as they battled for the
eighth position. Both were able to
continue, albeit with damage.

There were a total of four cau-
tion flags for 29 laps. There were

five lead changes among three
drivers. The race took one hour, 34
minutes and 33 seconds to com-
plete at an average speed of 87.07
miles per hour.

The next event of the season for
the ARCA Racing Series presented
by Menards is the season finale,
the Kansas ARCA 150 at Kansas
Speedway on Friday, October 19. 

ARCARacing.com will have live
timing & scoring, track updates and
scanner audio through the day.
Broadcast details, including net-
work and start time, will be re-
leased soon.
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g Christian Eckes Wins Shore
Lunch 200 at

Lucas Oil Raceway

Christian Eckes climbs from his car in victory lane at Lucas Oil
Raceway after winning the Shore Lunch 200, his third career
ARCA Racing Series win. (arcaracing.com photo)



SALEM, IN - The
JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Presented by
Chevrolet Perform-
ance will close out
their eighth season of
competition this Friday
on the famous High
Banks of Winchester
Speedway, helping
kickoff the big 47th An-
nual Winchester 400
Weekend Presented

by Voreʼs Welding & Steel. A tal-
ented field of 25 teams are cur-
rently entered to compete in the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Winches-
ter 100 Presented by JEGS.com on
Friday evening. That event will be
the tenth pointʼs event of the 2018
season for the series after losing
one event to weather and one
event that was cancelled.

2018 was the second season
CRA has Chase for the Champi-
onship format to crown their Cham-
pions in all four of its series. Five
drivers were locked into the final

four JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
Champion Chase events. The first
Chase event at Owosso Speedway
was canceled because of weather.
That left two Chase events to elim-
inate one driver. Tyler Hufford was
eliminated after the Lucas Oil
Raceway Chase event, giving four
drivers a shot to win the 2018 se-
ries Championship. The four in-
cludes DGR-CROSLEY Rookie of
the Year Points leader Mason
Keller, 2017 series Champion Jack
Dossey III, Michael Clancy Jr. and
Mandy Chick, the driver finishing
the highest in Fridayʼs Winchester
100 will be crowned the 2018
Champion.

Keller looks to make series his-
tory on Friday. No driver has ever
won both the JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Championship and the DGR-
CROSLEY Rookie of the Year
Award in the same season. Keller
has already locked up the DGR-
CROSLEY Rookie of the Year
Award going into Friday night. The
rookie driver won the series event

at Winchester Speedway on Labor
Day Weekend, locking himself into
the final four to compete for the
Championship. Keller was the only
final four driver to win an event dur-
ing the 2018 season.  

Dossey III is the defending
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Cham-
pion. Dossey III has had another
great season with the series, get-
ting two season high third place fin-
ishes. Dossey III had a straight
away lead in the Winchester Labor
Day Weekend event until a tire
went down on lap 71 resulting in
hard contact with the outside re-
taining wall ending his night.  The
team came back and were the
Lisa-Thomas Fast Qualifier Award
winners at the series last at the Fall
Brawl at Lucas Oil Raceway and
came away with a seventh place
finish, second highest of the Chase
contenders.

15 year old Clancy Jr. had a
rough start to his 2018 season, with
three straight DNFʼs, including bat-
tling for the lead in the Bristol Motor
Speedway event, when another
drivers contact took him out.
Clancy Jr. tuned his bad luck
around starting at Baer Field Race-
way with a hard fought fifth place
finish, then a third place finish at

Auto City Speedway, another fifth
place finish at Berlin Raceway and
a sixth place finish at the Fall Brawl
event, highest of the Chase drivers.

Chick has had an up and down
season with some terrible luck, but
put things together in the late sea-
son to come back and get in the
Chase first, then fought off Chad
Pendleton over the last several
laps at Fall Brawl to race her way
into the final four to race for the se-
ries Championship on Friday. Chick
got a ninth place finish at Berlin that
helped lock her into the Chase,
then got a sixth place finish, her
season best, at Winchester on
Labor Day Weekend, which turned
out to be the tie breaker that got her
into the final four to race for the se-
ries Championship this Friday.

On Sunday there will be an on
track autograph session with all the
47th Annual Winchester 400 driv-
ers starting at 12:30. Opening cer-
emonies will begin at 1:30 pm with
the 47th Annual Winchester 400
taking the green flag at 2pm.

Winchester 400 Weekend will be
featured in a National TV Broad-
cast on MAV TV.

Additional track and event infor-
mation can be found at www.win-
chesterspeedway.com.

MOORESVILLE,
NC - On the heels of
announcing the
$30,000 to win Old
North State Nationals
Late Model Stock race
at Orange County
Speedway on April 6-
7, 2019, the CARS
Response Energy
Tour is offering a “stim-

ulus program” that will allow com-
petitors to pay for a portion, if not
all of their entire race event ex-
penses prior to arrival for the big
event via various supporters.  

“This program is designed to
make this event bigger and better.
Drivers will get out whatever effort
they choose to put into it, if you
work hard and promote yourself
and this race, you could essentially
pay for your entire weekend before
you even show up,” explained,
CARS Response Energy Tour Se-
ries Director, Chris Ragle. “Not only
that, but fans, sponsors, and the in-
dustry can help grow the purse for
the event to make it even bigger

than it already is. This program will
really bridge the gap between the
fan and the competitor. The time to
support short track racing and your
favorite driver is now, and at the
Old North State Nationals.”

The program is designed to
allow any driver, no matter the size
of their budget, to help with the ex-
pense of competing in the event, all
while growing the purse for the
race along the way. Supporters of
the driver can take pride in know-
ing 100% of what their support is
going towards. The various levels
make it easy and affordable for all
to support this event. Plus with
those drivers receiving store links
they will be promoting the race
throughout the off season and lead-
ing up to the race.

“We are calling this a stimulus
program because we feel like this
is an opportunity for drivers and
teams to stimulate their program
and make it affordable to race in
this major event. Maybe this pro-
grams takes that driver on the side-
lines and puts him back behind the

wheel of a car for this race. I know
itʼs a lot easier to find family,
friends, sponsors, and just overall
supporters to spend a couple hun-
dred dollars that it is to find one to
spend thousands,” added Ragle.  

Drivers will have until Friday
March 29, 2019 to utilize the store
link for the race, allowing them a full
six month period to reach out to po-
tential supporters. 

Old North State Stimulus Pro-
gram Structure 

• First 20 drivers who enter the
Old North State Nationals, along
with the Touring 12 class of 2019,
will all receive an online store link
that they can utilize, to allow vari-
ous supporters the ability to con-
tribute to their favorite driver by
purchasing the necessary compo-
nents (entry fees, pit passes, tires,
and fuel) to compete in the Old
North State Nationals.

• Those wanting to contribute to
the driver of their choice will have
five options to do so with each item
having a different price point:  

$20 General Contribution ($10
goes to purse)

$70 Race Event Pit Pass ($10
goes to purse)

$100 10 Gallons of VP Racing
Fuel ($10 goes to purse)

$185 Hoosier Race Tire ($10
goes to purse)

$260 Race Entry Fee ($10 goes

to purse)
• Each item purchased for the

drivers, will go towards growing the
already historically large race purse
even more.

• Once the driverʼs entry is re-
ceived by CARS Tour officials, a
period of up to 5-7 business days
will occur before the link is then cre-
ated for the entered driver. 

The entry form for the 2019 Old
North State Nationals at Orange
County Speedway will be released
on 9AM Monday October 8th via
the CARS Tour website
www.carsracingtour.com. Those
wanting to enter can click the Old
North State Nationals banner lo-
cated on the right side of the page,
just below the upcoming event sec-
tion.      

For additional information on the
CARS Response Energy Late
Model Stock Tour and the CARS
Response Energy Super Late
Model Tour visit www.carsracing-
tour.com.

Be sure to stay active and social
with the tour by liking “CARS Tour”
on Facebook, following @CARS-
Tour on Twitter, and scrolling
through photos on Instagram
cars_tour.

Additional series information can
be obtained by calling the CARS
Tour series office, located in
Mooresville, NC, at 704.662.9212.
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JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
Ready to Close out the 2018

Season at Winchester



FULTON, NY -
Logan Schuchart
dominated all 30 laps
to win Saturday Night
at Fulton Speedway
as the World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series invaded
Super DIRT Week in
New York. Sheldon
Haudenschild charged
late to second with
Donny Schatz com-

pleting the podium.
Kraig Kinser won the Sears

Craftsman Dash, earning the pole
for the 30-lap affair, in search of his
first win of the season, alongside
Schuchart. 

Schuchart's forgettable Qualify-
ing laps put him 15th quick, forcing
him to start fifth in his Heat. Me-
thodically, Schuchart worked his
way by three cars in the eight-lap
event to excitingly secure that all-
important spot in the Sears Crafts-
man Dash.

In the Feature, Schuchart got
the initial jump to lead the opening
lap. The Hanover, PA native
reached lapped traffic quickly
around the 3/8th mile and maneu-
vered it well.

Nine-time and defending Series
Champion Donny Schatz moved by
Kinser for second on Lap 12 and
began closing in on Schuchart as
the leaders navigated traffic.

While most drivers were fighting
for the bottom, Sheldon Hauden-
schild, to no oneʼs surprise, went to
work on the cushion in exciting
fashion. Haudenschild got to fourth
on Lap 16 and was visibly closing
in on Kinser and Schatz, who both
remained loyal to the bottom.

Haudenschild roared around
Kinser for third on Lap 22 and
caught Schatz quickly after. Shel-
don used a big run out of turn two
to cross-under Schatz for second
into turn three.

In need of a Yellow, Hauden-
schild closed in on Schuchart but
the latter powered away on the final
lap and went on to win his second
Feature of the year.

“Iʼm really proud of this team,
weʼve been really strong this year,
especially lately, with a handful of
Quick Times and consistently in the
top five. We just havenʼt been able
to pull off a lot of wins this year.
This Drydene Performance/Shark
Racing team is really strong, we
just keep growing and keep getting

better and I canʼt wait for what is in
store," Schuchart, who currently
sits a career-high sixth in the Series
Points Standings, said.

"The bossman Bobby Allen does
a great job with this two-car opera-
tion and Iʼm proud to have him as
my grandfather,” Schuchart, who
holds the Fulton Speedway track
record from back in 2016, added in
Victory Lane.

Sheldon Haudenschild settled
for second and walked through his
charge forward, “I kind of had to
wait until it cleaned off a little bit
[before I could get going up top]. I
committed to going up a groove in
traffic and my car was really good
up there.”

“I was praying for a Yellow, but
we didnʼt have any all night, the
whole field did a good job. We have
some really good tracks coming up,
hopefully we can pull off a couple
more wins and cap off a good sea-
son,” the Wooster, OH native said
about this Stenhouse Jr.-Marshall
No.17.

Donny Schatz extended his Se-
ries points lead with his podium fin-
ish.

“With the finishes weʼve had
lately, third is like a win. We had a
decent run and traffic made it fun.
The younger guys are getting their
game on and making us old guys
look silly,” Schatz said with a smile
next to his Tony Stewart/Curb-Aga-
janian Racing No.15 machine.

Shane Stewart, who set Quick
Time, finished fourth with Kinser
rounding out the top five. Larry
Wight, who arrived late after com-
peting during the day at Oswego
Speedway, earned KSE Hard
Charger honors coming from 18th
to ninth. 

As Haudenschild mentioned, the
entire World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series program went
caution-free. With Mother Nature
threatening the area all evening, a
successful accelerated program
was run, with both racing divisions
done by 9pm. 

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series returns to action
for a triple-header weekend start-
ing Friday, October 12 with a
makeup date at Jacksonville
Speedway in Illinois before heading
to Terre Haute Action Track Satur-
day and Eldora Speedway Sunday.
If you canʼt make it to the track,
watch every lap LIVE on DIRTVi-
sion.com.

Eldora Confirms Start
Times for

Re-Scheduled World
100 and Season Finale

ROSSBURG, OH - Eldora
Speedway officials today confirmed
the gate and start times for the re-
scheduled World 100 on Friday,
October 12 and Saturday, October
13 as well as the 65th Season Fi-
nale featuring the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series on
Sunday, October 14.

The combination of Eldoraʼs
biggest event – the World 100 –
and historically one of its most pop-
ular racing divisions – the World of
Outlaws Sprint Cars – have many
referring to the happenstance
blockbuster as ʻThe Best of Both
Worlds.ʼ

The full racing program for Dirt
Late Models on Friday, October 12,
featuring Twin 25-lap feature races
paying $10,000 to the winner, will
see the pit gates open at 11 a.m.
and grandstand gates open at 12
noon. Competitors will first hit the
track for hot laps at 6
p.m. with racing at 8
p.m.

The World 100,
being held in October
for the seventh time
in its 48-year history
– four of which are
weather-related, will
open all gates at 12
noon on Saturday,
October 13. All driv-

ers will participate in the autograph
session at 3:30 p.m. in the Fan
Zone and the process of advance-
ment and elimination via the fa-
mous six heat races will begin at 7
p.m.

The 65th Season Finale, on
Sunday, October 14 and headlined
by the World of Outlaws Sprint
Cars, remains unaffected as it was
originally scheduled to be a late
Sunday afternoon affair in throw-
back fashion. All gates will open at
1 p.m. with hot laps and qualifying
beginning at 4:30 p.m. Racing is
scheduled for 6 p.m. The champi-
onship event for the top-24 in El-
doraʼs DIRTcar UMP Modified
division is also on the card as an in-
vitational only affair.

Tickets for all three nights, in-
cluding the few remaining reserved
campsites added to Lot 5, are
available online now at www.Eldo-
raSpeedway.com, by calling (937)
338-3815 or at the Eldora box of-
fice. Event information, Frequently
Asked Questions, time schedules
and more can be found both online
and via the Eldora social channels.
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Second Win of Year

Logan Schuchart led all 30 laps to win the A-Main Feature at Ful-
ton Speedway on Saturday night).



IMPERIAL, PA -
Making his first career
start in the Pitts-
burgher 100 at Pitts-
burghʼs Pennsylvania
Motor Speedway,
Bobby Pierce roared
to the lead on lap 91
and then pulled away
for the $20,000 victory.

Pierce started
tenth on the grid and
pitted on lap 44 for a
fresh right rear tire be-
fore charging through

the field and finally overtaking
Owens in the final nine laps of the
race - securing his fourth Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series win of the
season. Owens crossed the line in
second-place with Earl Pearson Jr.
taking third. Jonathan Davenport
and Josh Richards completed the
top five.

“I am so out of breath right now,”
said the 21-year-old in Lucas Oil
Victory Lane. “It was really nerve-
racking out there. I was just trying
to keep it out of the guardrail. I am
speechless right now. We were so
close at I-80, the Dirt Million, and
Knoxville, but to win another big
race after Brownstown is great. I
want to thank my family and crew. I
saw my dad waving his sticks fran-
tically which meant for me to pit
under that one caution. I didnʼt
have a tire down so there was no
courtesy laps. The crew had to hus-
tle to get me back out there. Fortu-
nately, there were a bunch of us
who pitted at the same time.”

“It was a perfect time to pit be-
cause it gave me a lot of race left
to get to the front,” Pierce added.
“After I pitted I thought I was a sit-
ting duck because I was running in
the back there for a while. Then I
started running up top a line further
than I was before and that helped.
When I caught the top two it looked
like Sheppard was hanging on and
Owens was going to be hard to
beat. He is so good in these 100-
lap races.”

“Our car was better on longer
runs. I didnʼt know how this race
would turn out since this is my first
time ever racing here. It is truly a
momentum track and it turned out
to be a great race. I hope we get to
come back here next year,” said
the winner.

Owens took the lead on lap 88
from Sheppard and held the point
until Pierceʼs momentum cata-
pulted him ahead.

“Congrats to Bobby Pierce and

that entire team. When I got by
Sheppard, I thought I could lead to
the end, I sure didnʼt think that
someone could pass me on the
outside, but he slid under me in one
and cleared me. There was nothing
I could do about it when he went by.
We held on for second, but that
was a pretty exciting race for the
fans, Iʼm sure.”

Pearson pitted on lap 37 and
also came through the field to fin-
ish in third. “We got a couple of
lucky breaks there on some of
those restarts. Our car was really
good towards the end. Congrats to
Bobby and the Dunn-Benson team
on the win. A couple of weeks ago
at Brownstown, Pierce and I came
through the field quickly. It was
good run for us today.”

The winnerʼs Dunn-Benson Mo-
torsports, Rocket Chassis is pow-
ered by a Pro Power Engine and
sponsored by: Campbell University,
Allgayer Inc., Hoker Trucking LLC,
Premier Waste Services, Dunn-
Benson Ford, Bergerʼs Marina,
Sunoco Race Fuels, Messilla Val-
ley Transportation, Schoenfeld
Headers, and Carnaghi Towing.

Completing the top ten were Tim
McCreadie, Ricky Thornton Jr.,
Don OʼNeal, Dennis Erb Jr., and
Darrell Lanigan.

Owens and Marlar
Lead Pittsburgher

100 Field
IMPERIAL, PA - Jimmy Owens

and Mike Marlar will make-up the
front row for Saturday nightʼs 30th
Annual Pittsburgher 100 at Pitts-
burghʼs Pennsylvania Motor
Speedway.

Owens earned the pole starting
spot for the $20,000 main event by
easily winning heat race number
one on Friday night. The three-time
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
National Champion sprinted to the
lead at the start of the 10-lap heat
race and was unchallenged the en-
tire distance. The Miller Welders
overall fast qualifier, Michael Norris
finished second, earning his spot in
the main event. Mason Zeigler
grabbed third, with first-time Pitts-
burgh visitor Frank Heckenast Jr.
taking the fourth and final transfer
spot.

The second heat race saw five-
time Pittsburgher 100 winner, Scott
Bloomquist starting on the pole
alongside Pennsylvania racer, Dan
Angelicchio. Bloomquist bolted to
the lead at the drop of the green

flag and never looked back. De-
fending Pittsburgher 100 cham-
pion, Don OʼNeal came from fifth to
finish third in the race. Gregg Sat-
terlee took the fourth and final spot
out of heat two.

The third heat race winner
earned the outside front-row start-
ing spot for tomorrow Saturdayʼs,
Pittsburgher 100. Mike Marlar took
the lead from the first lap and held
off a furious charge by Josh
Richards and Bobby Pierce for the
win. Richards; a 2-time Pitts-
burgher 100 champion; withstood
the challenges of Pierce, who was

entering his first-ever event at the
half-mile oval. Chub Frank, the
2001 Pittsburgher 100 winner
edged out Alex Ferree for the fourth
and final transfer position.

The final Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series heat saw a torrid battle
throughout as Brandon Sheppard
would get the win after dominating
for most of the race. Sheppard, a
five-time winner on the Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series tour in 2018,
took the win over current series
points leader Jonathan Davenport,
Dennis Erb Jr., and Earl Pearson
Jr.
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Bobby Pierce celebrates in victory lane at Pennsylvania Motor
Speedway in his first career start in the Pittsburgher100. (Paul
Arch photo)



QUEEN CREEK,
AZ - Colton Hardy
added another victory
to his resume this past
Saturday night, scor-
ing his sixth win of the
year with the ASCS
Southwest Region.

The 11th time in
his career that Hardy
has topped the ASCS
Southwest Region,
the driver of the Bandit

Racing No. 74 has re-assumed the
points lead as well, with the top four
in tour standings separated by 32
markers.

Rolling to victory at Arizona
Speedway, Hardy began his run to
the top of the podium from fifth.

Moving to second on Lap 10, the
pass for the lead came with three
laps to run with Colton working past
the No. 115 of Nick Parker, who
ended up second. New Mexico's
Jesse Baker crossed third with Jeff
Lowery and Wes Wofford complet-
ing the top-five,

Billy Chester, J.T. Imperial,
Steven Tiner, Steve Cushman, and
Kaylene Verville rounded out the
top-ten. The ASCS Southwest Re-
gion will see action again on Satur-
day, October 13 at Canyon
Speedway Park.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up the nearly 150 races

across the ASCS Nation in 2018,
log onto www.ascsracing.com, fol-

low on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).
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Southwest Victory at
Arizona Speedway

HAUBSTADT, IN -
Tri-State Speedway
will present the HAR-
VEST CUP on Satur-
day October 13th.
This will be the final
race of the season at
the speedway. This
year the event will wel-
come racers repre-
senting four different
organizations. The
410 Hoosier Tire
MSCS Sprint Car Se-
ries will share the

spotlight with the POWRi Lucas Oil
WAR Wildcard Sprint Car Series in
a co-sanctioned event.  Their fea-
ture will pay $5,000 to win. The ap-
pearances of the UMP Modified
Cars and the MMSA Mini-Sprints
will provide a triple header for the
fans.

The HARVEST CUP originated
7 years ago. It has served to pro-
vide an opportunity to present tro-
phies to the MSCS Champion
Driver and Car Owner plus the
Rookie of the Year Awards at the
track with fans present. Carson
Short already holds a decisive 124
points lead over his closest rival
Donny Brackett. With a maximum
of 75 points available this season,
Carson Short will be crowned as
the 2018 Hoosier Tire Midwest
Sprint Car Series Champion.
Richard Short will receive the ac-
companying car owner award. Eric
Perrott is the 18th driver in series
history to become a Rookie of the

Year with MSCS.
The HARVEST CUP stands as

one final opportunity to gain those
remaining valuable season points.
The result could be a larger share
of the Hoosier Tire sponsored point
fund. The driver to become the run-
ner-up is to be decided on race
night between Donny Brackett and
Brandon Mattox. Aric Gentry,
Robert Ballou, and Kent Schmidt
are also looking at potential Top
Five finishes in season points!  The
points battle will unfold as soon as
heat races begin and likely con-
tinue until the last lap of the feature.

Five drivers have posted MSCS
feature wins at Tri-State Speedway
this season. Kevin Thomas Jr. has
collected two of those features.
Most recent was a win at the Haub-

stadt Hustler with C.J. Leary run-
ning second. Leary also has two
wins at Haubstadt this season in-
cluding the Hoosier Sprint Nation-
als. Leary also won the 2017
HARVEST CUP and Thomas won
it the year prior. Other two time
MSCS winners on the circuit during
2018 were Carson Short and
Robert Ballou.

The POWRi WAR Sprints will be
racing at the HARVEST CUP this
year using an opportunity offered
following an appearance set for Tri-
State Speedway in June which was
rained out. This make-up date fol-
lows an appearance at Jack-
sonville, IL, the week before.

The UMP Modifieds will also be
racing during the program and pro-
vide their usual brand of open
wheel excitement. They will be
competing for an increased purse
with their feature paying $1,000 to
win.  Zach Fair has the most modi-

fied feature wins this season with
three. Dave Beck won the modified
feature at last yearʼs Cup race.
Beck has three runner-up finishes
to his credit at Haubstadt this sea-
son.

The MMSA Mini-Sprints will be
an added attraction. The touring
series will be making a third ap-
pearance of the season at Tri-State
Speedway. Cody Trammel and
Bradley Strunk won the previous
two MMSA features at the track.
Strunk has been a strong con-
tender with a victory and a second
in those appearances at Haub-
stadt. Andy Bradley was the winner
at the October race last year at Tri-
State Speedway.

The grandstands for the triple
header will open at 3:30 P.M. Adult
tickets are $22. Student tickets
(ages 13-18) are $17. Children
(age 12 and under) are admitted
free! Pit passes cost $30.

Colton Hardy (center) celebrates his win with second place Nick
Parker (right) and third place finisher Jesse Baker (left) in victory
lane at Arizona Speedway. (Ben Thrasher photo)

KOKOMO, IN -
Unfortunately, heavily
saturated grounds
from the precipitation
received on Saturday
evening has forced
Arctic Cat All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 and
Kokomo Speedway
officials to cancel the

#GYATKExtravaganza/All Star sea-
son finale at ʻIndianaʼs Baddest
Bullring.ʼ

Track officials were expecting
the facility to dry during the
overnight hours and into Sunday
morning, but the amount of rain re-
ceived was too much to withstand.
The event will not be rescheduled.

With all events concluded, Clute,
Texasʼ Aaron Reutzel, a nine-time

winner during All Star Circuit of
Champions competition, will be
crowned the 2018 All Star Driver
Champion.

The title is a first-ever for the
Texan, ending his 2018 campaign
with a lavish 30 top ten finishes in
41 feature starts, 21 of them within
the top five.

Reutzelʼs ninth and final victory
occurred on the highbanks of El-
dora Speedway during 4-Crown
Nationals weekend.

Aaron Reutzelʼs season per-
formance also translated into an
Owner Championship for Baugh-
man-Reutzel Motorsports. For their
efforts, the team will receive a
$50,000 top prize.
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Cancelled
Aaron Reutzel, Baughman-Reutzel
Motorsports Earn All Star Driver

and Owner Titles
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Talladega
Superspeedway

TALLADEGA, AL -
In honor of Breast
Cancer Awareness
Month during October,
the pink Chevrolet Ca-
maro SS pace car will
be on track at Tal-
ladega Superspeedway
for the NASCAR Playoff
1000Bulbs.com 500 on
Sunday, October 14, in
efforts to raise money
for the American Can-
cer Society in its work
to save lives from
breast cancer. Fur-
thermore, the track will

splash the start/finish line with a
fresh coat of paint, changing the
look of the black and white check-
ered pattern to give it a pink and
black flair.

While pink is not a color often
found in the garage or on the 33-
degree banking of NASCARʼs Most
Competitive track, the prevalence
of pink is a good thing. The pink
Chevrolet Camaro SS pace car will
lead the field to the green flag in the
pivotal 1000Bulbs.com 500 Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
event, the second race (of three) in
the Round of 12 of the playoffs. If a
playoff driver wins the event, he will
advance to the Round of 8.

In addition to leading the field to
kick off the 1000Bulbs.com 500
with the pink Chevrolet Camaro SS
pace car, Chevrolet is contributing
$350 for every lap run under cau-
tion during the race – up to
$50,000. That means the vibrant
pink Chevrolet Camaro SS pace
car leads the field on those laps,
further raising awareness for an im-
portant fight. Talladegaʼs start/finish
line is unique in its location, 1,250
feet from the center of the Tri-Oval
– where many exciting races have
been won and lost over the years -
towards Turn 1.

Before Sundayʼs on-track pace
car action, Chevrolet will host 25
breast cancer survivors prior to the
start of Saturdayʼs (Oct. 13) Tal-
ladega 250 NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series Playoff race.
The group will be treated that
morning to a NASCAR experience
complete with pink souvenir bags
and hot laps by two of NASCARʼs
top Chevy drivers around the mam-
moth venue in the pink Chevrolet
Camaro SS pace car. Afterward,
the survivor group will watch the
Talladega 250, the final race in the
Round of 8 where the field of eligi-
ble title contenders will be trimmed
from eight to six at the checkered
flag.

Chevrolet continues to support
the American Cancer Society Mak-
ing Strides Against Breast Cancer
campaign for the eighth year in a
row by raising both awareness and
contributions within the automotive
industry. Since 2011, Chevrolet, to-
gether with dealers and GM Em-
ployees, has raised nearly $10
million for the initiative through
many national and grassroots ac-
tivities.

Talladega Superspeedwayʼs
doubleheader NASCAR Playoff
weekend kicks off on Friday, Oct.
12, with qualifying for the Talladega
250 at 4:35 p.m. CDT. Saturdayʼs
slate includes the running of the
Talladega 250 at noon CDT fol-
lowed by Foodland/Food Giant
Qualifying for the 1000Bulbs.com
500 at 3:35 p.m. CDT. Sunday will
showcase some of the worldʼs best
drivers dueling it out in the
1000Bulbs.com 500 at 1 p.m. CDT.
In addition, Sunday ticket holders
can enjoy access to the Saturday
Night Infield Concert presented by
Wind Creek Casino and Hotel, lo-
cated in the famous infield, featur-
ing country music artist Chris
Janson.

For ticket information, fans can
visit www.talladegasuperspeed-
way.com or call 855-518-RACE
(7223).

The American Cancer Society
does not endorse any product or
service.

Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON, SC - Darlington

Raceway has hosted many forms
of racing at its storied track for
nearly 70 years. With that said, the
track Too Tough To Tame is excited
to announce a new and fun racing
experience that will be the first of its
kind.

On Friday, November 9, the
track will be hosting the Darlington
Raceway 5K presented by Acad-
emy Sports + Outdoors. With a 6
p.m. start time, it will be the first 5K
raced under the lights at the Lady
in Black.

“Weʼre very excited to host the
Darlington Raceway 5K Presented
by Academy Sports + Outdoors
under the lights at our historic
track,” track President Kerry Tharp
said. “This is a unique opportunity
for these runners to be the first to
race under the lights at a venue
where many historic finishes have
taken place. We encourage all run-
ners to get signed up early for this
event and have some fun running
under the lights on Friday, Novem-
ber 9.”

Participants may pre-register on-
line for the event for a fee of $25

per participant by visiting
https://DarlingtonRaceway5K.itsy-
ourrace.com/register/. Day-of reg-
istration will be $30 per person.

Packet pickup for the 5K will be
available on Thursday, November
8, at the Academy Sports + Out-
doors location at 120 Woody Jones
Blvd, Florence, SC 29501, from 5
p.m. to 8 p.m. or on event day at
the track beginning at 5 p.m.

The 5K course will start and end
at the start-finish line of the race
track. All participants will receive a
t-shirt for their efforts. 

Sponsorship and vendor oppor-
tunities are available by contacting
Tyler Grube, Director of Corporate
Sales, at 843-395-8877 or
tgrube@darlingtonraceway.com.  

You can keep up with all of the
latest news from Darlington Race-
way at DarlingtonRaceway.com, on
Facebook at Facebook.com/Dar-
lingtonRaceway and on Twitter at
Twitter.com/TooToughToTame.

Texas Motor Speedway
IRVING, TX - 7-Eleven, Inc. is off

to the races! The world's largest
convenience retailer announces its
first location at a professional
sports venue. The store will open at
Texas Motor Speedway in time for
the AAA Texas 500 NASCAR Play-
off weekend beginning Oct. 27 until
Nov. 5. The tripleheader features
the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series, Xfinity Series and Camping
World Truck Series. The 7-Eleven®
store will operate 24 hours a day
during race weeks beginning at 8
a.m. on the Saturday before the
race and ending the following Mon-
day at 4 p.m.

Artists rendering of new store,
which will open on Oct. 27 during
the AAA Texas 500 race weekend.

The on-site convenience store
will be the centerpiece of the part-
nership between 7-Eleven and
Texas Motor Speedway. 

7-Eleven will become the "Offi-
cial Convenience Store of Texas
Motor Speedway" and the two enti-
ties will collectively develop on-site
and in-market promotions.

"7-Eleven customers are in a
hurry and on the go. What better
place to locate a store than at a
major auto race track with fast cars
and enthusiastic fans," said
Charles Bantos, 7-Eleven director
of corporate development. "Open-
ing a new store at Texas Motor
Speedway allows us to meet them
where they are and offer them the
convenience they know and love
during race weekends."

The 5,000-square-foot store will
be located on the Lone Star Circle
inner ring road outside of the in-

field's North Tunnel exit. Tram serv-
ice will be offered to and from the
store and will give customers ac-
cess to all other tram stops located
throughout the Texas Motor Speed-
way's property. The store will carry
7-Eleven fan favorites, such as Big
Gulp® and Slurpee® drinks, coffee,
7-Select® private brand products
and other popular items.

"We are proud to become the
first-ever professional sports venue
to have a permanent, full-service 7-
Eleven convenience store on our
property that will have the ability to
provide multiple benefits to our fans
throughout our major race weeks,"
Texas Motor Speedway President
Eddie Gossage said. "The store will
be an outstanding source for our
thousands of race-week campers
that may be in need of any items,
many of which will be specifically
stocked to help fit their needs. It
also will provide all of our fans and
race teams with the opportunity to
enjoy some of the iconic 7-Eleven
products such as the Slurpee and
Big Gulp or find a variety of items
in which they will never have to
leave the property."

Race action begins with Camp-
ing World Truck Series practice
Thursday, Nov. 1, followed by a full
schedule of events from Friday,
Nov. 2, through Sunday, Nov. 4,
culminating with the AAA Texas 500
Monster Energy Series NASCAR
Cup Series Playoff race. Texas
Motor Speedway offers more than
8,500 camping spots available
throughout each race weekend.
Visit http://www.texasmotorspeed-
way.com/tickets/aaa-texas-500-
nascar-race-weekend/ to purchase
tickets and access the full schedule
of events.

The new 7-Eleven location will
be available to fans during the
speedway's major race weeks
throughout the year, including the
O'Reilly Auto Parts 500 NASCAR
tripleheader in March, DXC Tech-
nology 600 INDYCAR/NASCAR
doubleheader in June and the AAA
Texas 500 NASCAR Playoff dou-
bleheader and Texas Sprint Car
Nationals in November 2019.

Customers can take advantage
of the retailer's 7Rewards® mobile
loyalty program when shopping for
race-day treats. Shoppers can earn
and redeem rewards points toward
hundreds of 7-Eleven products.
The app is available in the App
Store and Google Play.

Auto Club Speedway
FONTANA, CA - To kick-off the

upcoming “Fastest Sunday of the
Year” in California, Auto Club 

(Continued Next Page)
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Speedway has waved
the green flag for a
special promotion to
the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
Auto Club 400 race
weekend – March 15-
17, 2019.  Fans get
25% off on Pre-Race
Pit Passes and $5.00
off to the NASCAR
Xfinity Series NXS
300 race from October
8-14. 

A Pre-Race Pit
Pass is good for all
race weekend when

accompanied by a daily admission
ticket. Fans that purchase a Pre-
Race Pit Pass can watch drivers
and pit crews get ready on pit road,
and on Sunday, fans have access
to pit lane, can take selfies in Vic-
tory Lane, sign the start/finish line,
plus get an up close and personal
view of their favorite NASCAR driv-
ers and celebrities walk the red car-
pet. Fan also have access to watch
Driver Introductions right on the
track.

NASCAR tickets go on sale on
October 8 and start as low as
$42.00 which includes parking and
all-day entertainment. With a race
ticket, fans will also enjoy the
OʼReilly Auto Parts Fan Zone offer-
ing multiple concerts, NASCAR
driver appearances, autograph
sessions, sponsor activations,
Busch Block Party, stunt shows,
Leftyʼs Fun Zone and other family
fun.

The NASCAR Auto Club 400
Weekend on-track schedule:

• 5.11 Tactical Pole Day featur-
ing Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series Qualifying: March 15

• NASCAR XFINITY Series NXS
300 Race: March 16

• Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series Auto Club 400 Race: March
17 

To purchase tickets and ticket
packages to NASCARʼs Auto Club
400 Weekend at Auto Club Speed-
way, call 1-800-944-RACE (7223),
shop online at www.autoclub-
speedway.com, or stop by the Auto
Club Speedway ticket office at
9300 Cherry Ave. in Fontana. 

For latest #FastestSunday up-
dates, follow @AutoClubSpeedway
on Facebook/Instagram and @AC-
SUpdates on Twitter. #Auto-
Club400

Kansas Speedway
KANSAS CITY, KS - Kansas

City Royals outfielder Alex Gordon,
who was a part of the 2015 World

Series team, will drive the pace car
to lead the Hollywood Casino 400
field to the green flag on Sunday,
Oct. 21. 

“I look forward to having Alex at
Kansas Speedway and as a part of
the Hollywood Casino 400 race day
festivities,” said Kansas Speedway
President Patrick Warren. “Alex
and his family have been a big part
of Kansas City for years and I know
our race fans will enjoy seeing him
on race day.” 

Gordon, who has patrolled left
field for the Royals since 2007, has
racked up the accolades over the
years, including being named to
the American League All-Star team
in 2013, 2014 and 2015; winning
the Rawlings AL Gold Glove in
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2017;
winning the Rawlings AL Platinum
Glove in 2014, being named the
Wilson Defensive Player of the
Year in 2014 and 2017, and won
the Hutch Award in 2014. The Ne-
braska native, who attended the
University of Nebraska, was
drafted second overall in the 2005
Major League Baseball draft and
currently sits fourth on the Royals
all-time home run leaders list. 

Gordon is the second Royals
player to be named the honorary
pace car driver, following former
teammate Drew Butera, and he fol-
lows current Kansas City Chiefs
player Anthony Sherman, who
drove the pace car in May, and for-
mer Kansas City Chiefs player Der-
rick Johnson, who drove the pace
car in May 2017.

Kansas Speedway, a premier
motorsports facility in the Midwest,
hosts two NASCAR race weekends
a year, in addition to hosting ap-
proximately 200 other events
throughout the year. In the fall, the
NASCAR playoffs return Oct. 20-21
with the NASCAR XFINITY Series
Kansas Lottery 300 and Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series Hol-
lywood Casino 400. Also in the fall
is the ARCA Racing Series pre-
sented by Menards series finale.

To purchase season or single
day tickets, call 866.460.RACE
(7223) or log onto
www.kansaspeedway.com. A lim-
ited number of camping spots are
available by calling Kansas Speed-
wayʼs Ticket Office. 

General parking is always free at
Kansas Speedway and fans can
bring in one 14x14x14-inch soft-
sided cooler with their favorite food
and beverages.

Fans can follow Kansas Speed-
way on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/kansasspeedway, follow
us on Twitter, Instagram and
Snapchat.

ISM Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ - ISM Raceway

today unveiled key elements of the
new INfield experience as part of
the ISM Raceway Project Powered
by DC Solar. In addition to receiv-
ing a live look into the new
Gatorade Victory Lane and post-
race celebration, driver appear-
ances and open-air interactive
garage featuring their favorite
teams and drivers, fans purchasing
INfield access will enjoy a variety of
elevated social gathering spots and
food and beverage options.

“A key part of our effort to en-
hance the venue for fans includes
great social gathering spots for
them to enjoy the race,” said Scott
Rovn, Vice President of Sales and
Communications at ISM Raceway.
“Weʼre excited for our fans to expe-
rience the new INfield during Open-
ing Weekend in November.”

New amenities available to fans
include:

• The Miller Lite Beer Garden, lo-
cated inside the new turn 3 near
the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series Garages, will feature Miller
Lite, the Official Domestic Beer of
ISM Raceway, along with other
MillerCoors brews. It will also offer
mouthwatering menu items such as
the pub burger and the Miller Lite
Beer Brat. 

• Brought to life by the Official
Outdoor Cooling Provider for ISM
Raceway, the Portacool Chill Zone
is located inside the new front
stretch. The Chill Zone will provide
fans a great view of the racing ac-
tion and a place to keep cool with
Portacool portable evaporative
coolers throughout the area. Fans
will also be able to taste a variety
of different bites at this location, in-
cluding the monstrous 623 Nachos
and a Turkey Bacon Swiss Melt
with Tater Tots. The Chill Zone also
features cotton candy for visitors
with a sweet tooth. 

• Modern Margarita Tequila Bar,
the Official Margarita of ISM Race-
way, is located behind Gatorade
Victory Lane under the new leader-
board. It will feature the “2-Time
ManGOrita,” a special frozen mar-
garita created by Michael Waltrip,
as well as other icy beverages,
beer, wine and specialty cocktails.
The location will also offer small bar
snacks such as chips and roasted
nuts. Modern Margarita will also
debut the exclusive Modern Mar-
garita Fish Taco
which will be avail-
able at adjacent IN-
field food stands. 

Fans can add an
INfield wristband to
their daily admission

tickets for only $129 which will pro-
vide access during the entire Open-
ing Weekend.

Access can be purchased online
at ISMRaceway.com, by phone at
1-866-408-RACE (7223) or in per-
son at the ISM Raceway ticket of-
fice.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - For fans look-

ing for a helpful lift around the
mammoth 2.66-mile Talladega Su-
perspeedway during its double-
header NASCAR Playoff weekend,
Oct. 12-14, the trackʼs Joyride golf
cart transportation service offers
the perfect solution.

Guests can utilize Joyride to
avoid walking so they can feel en-
ergized for the epic weekend,
headlined by Sundayʼs
1000Bulbs.com 500 Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series Playoff
event, which will serve as the sec-
ond race (of three) in the Round of
12. The schedule also features Sat-
urdayʼs Talladega 250 NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series Play-
off race, where the field of champi-
onship-eligible drivers will be
trimmed from eight to six when the
checkered flag waves.

Joyride golf carts can seat up to
five passengers at a time and
transport them to and from almost
any destination around Talladega
Superspeedwayʼs nearly 3,000
acres of property (excluding
GEICO West Park C). Joyride will
run from 8 a.m. to midnight CDT
each day starting Thursday (Oct.
11) through Sunday (Oct. 14) of
race week, accommodating both
visitors who wake up early and
those who party late.

Fans can catch a ride by either
calling (833) 654-RIDE (7433) or
simply hailing down a cart, which
will be specially marked with the
Joyride logo across the windshield.
Each trip will cost a minimum tip of
$5 (per person, per ride) and only
cash will be accepted.

In addition to the Joyride trans-
portation program, NASCARʼs
largest tri-oval will also continue to
offer free tram and ADA shuttles
free of charge throughout race
weekend.

To order tickets and learn more
information about all that Talladega
Superspeedway has to offer, fans
are encouraged to log on to
www.talladegasuperspeedway.com.

On
Tr
ac
k



Blake Hahn
Banks $10,041 in
I-30 Speedwayʼs

Short Track
Nationals Finale!

LITTLE ROCK,
AR - Blake Hahn is
seemingly developing
quite a penchant for
big events.  

Saturday night,
Hahn reeled in the
$10,041 lionʼs share
by topping one of the
crown jewels of 360-ci
Sprint Car racing with
a triumph in the 31st
Annual COMP Cams

Short Track Nationals presented by
Hoosier Tires atop the high-banked
¼-mile I-30 Speedway clay oval.

The Sapulpa, OK, native battled
past early pacesetter Howard More
on the 13th circuit and led the rest
of the way in the 41-lapper aboard
the Smileyʼs Racing Products/Grif-
fith Truck & Equipment No. 52 entry
to become the 18th different winner
in the storied history of the Short
Track Nationals.

Hahn took the checkered flag
ahead of Friday night winner Sam
Hafertepe, Jr., of Sunnyvale, TX,
and Memphis shoe Moore.

“Wow, weʼre here in victory
lane,” Hahn exclaimed upon climb-
ing out of his winning mount.  “To
win a race like this, the Short Track
Nationals, this is a special win.  I
ran micros a lot here early in my ca-
reer, this is pretty close to home for
us so this is awesome.”

The signature score goes along
with a $13,000 triumph in the early
portion of the season in Wichita,
KS, giving Hahn a pair of five-figure
wins on the season.

After a fifth-place showing in Fri-
dayʼs preliminary event, Hahn
racked up the most passing points
in Saturdayʼs heat race and quali-
fying race action to secure his first
career STN championship feature
start and then gridded the main
event outside the second row after
a fourth-place finish behind Moore,
Joe B. Miller and Tim Crawley in
the Mike Pack Building Materials
“Dash for Cash”.

Moore gunned into the early
lead aboard his No. 40 entry with
Miller and Hahn battling in side-by-
side fashion for several laps in the
early going.  The duo closed in on
Moore as traffic came into play with
Hahn making his first attempt to
slide into the lead in turns one and
two on the 12th round.

Moore battled back with the duo
even at the stripe before Hahn slid
into the lead for keeps on the 13th

circuit.  From there, Hahn weath-
ered a pair of interruptions while
pacing the field the remaining dis-
tance to reach victory lane.

Moore, Crawley and Miller held
down the three positions behind
Hahn until fifth-running Hafertepe,
Jr., picked off a pair of quick posi-
tions after a brief stoppage with 30
laps in the books.  With the final 11
lap portion run off in non-stop fash-
ion, Hahn was able to open up a
near half straightaway advantage
as Hafertepe, Jr., and Moore
waged war for second.

Hafertepe, Jr., finally secured
the runner-up position by the 35th
round, but it was too late to reel in
Hahn.  Hafertepe, Jr., settled for his
third career STN runner-up finish in
six overall championship feature
starts.

Making his second consecutive
STN championship finale, Moore
posted a career-best finish of third
to round out the podium.

Washington native Seth
Bergman recorded a career-best
STN finish as well by earning Hard
Charger honors with a rally from
the 14th starting position to capture
fourth.  Bergman picked off four po-
sitions over the final 15 laps to
crack the top five.

Missouriʼs Joe B. Miller raced
among the lead pack throughout
and rounded out the top five in his
first career STN championship fi-
nale with current USCS points
leader Jordon Mallett, Harli White,
Skylar Gee, Cody Gardner and
Dylan Westbrook completing the
top ten.

The feature event was slowed
just twice with the first caution fly-
ing after 22 laps for a turn two tan-
gle involving John Carney II and
Ernie Ainsworth.  The red lights
flickered on eight laps later when
Chris Martin sailed off the turn one

embankment.
Along with Hahn, another eight

drivers cracked their first STN
championship finale including Miller
(5th), White (7th), Westbrook
(10th), Carney II (13th), Carson
Short (14th), Koty Adams (17th)
and Martin (18th).  Hailing from
Marion, IL, Short also ranked as
the top-finishing STN rookie.

At the other end of the spectrum,
Tim Crawley made an event record
21st career STN championship fea-
ture start.  He held down fourth with
ten laps to go before fading to 12th
in the closing rounds.

Carney II, Scott Smith, Matt
Covington, Cody Gardner,
Bergman, Martin, Moore, Mallett
and Brandon Hanks topped heat
race action for Saturday nightʼs 74-
car field.  Each one picked up a
$100 bonus courtesy of Jenkins
Fleet Services.

Hahn, Crawley, Westbrook and
Morgan Turpen were victorious in
qualifying race action with Channin
Tankersley and Derek Hagar win-
ning the “C” Mains and then Turpen
and Bergman topping “B” Mains.

Moore pocketed an extra $500
by winning the Mike Pack Building
Materials “Dash for Cash” with
Justin Webb earning a $500 bonus
as well by winning the “Red Shirt
Dash” in honor of Lanny Edwards.

Brady Bacon was awarded the
“Josh Howard Determination
Award” worth $300.  The Broken
Arrow, OK, native now residing in
Indiana was involved in a heat race
skirmish with five-time STN cham-
pion Sammy Swindell that had the
crowd abuzz.  Bacon rallied back
with a charge from 13th to snare
the final transfer position in “C”
Main action and then made a
valiant “B” Main effort from 17th to
fifth that fell just two positions shy
of advancing to the big dance.

Swindell didnʼt fare as well, get-
ting into a “C” Main incident in short
order that doused any possibility of
a third consecutive STN title.

Each “A” Main event finishing
position paid off in a sum finished
off by $41 in honor of Jason John-
son.  The added money was cour-
tesy of Big Show Productions.

Hafertepe Wires the Field
in I-30 Speedwayʼs Short
Track Nationals Opener
LITTLE ROCK, AR - Current

Lucas Oil ASCS National Tour
points leader Sam Hafertepe, Jr.,
kicked off the 31st Annual COMP
Cams Short Track Nationals pre-
sented by Hoosier Tires by wiring
the field in Friday nightʼs 27-lap
preliminary feature atop the high-
banked ¼-mile I-30 Speedway clay
oval.

The Sunnyvale, TX, shoe
fended off a pair of Derek Hagar
sliders for the point just past mid-
way and went on to take the $2,527
winnerʼs share by eight car-lengths
aboard the Fisher-powered Town-
line Variety/Heidbreder Foundation
Service No. 15h J&J.

“Iʼve watched Sammy (Swindell)
run enough laps around here to
know that you have to be able to
move around on the track,” Hafer-
tepe, Jr. explained of the ASCS
Mid-South sanctioned feature win.
“I could have just rode around on
the bottom the whole race and
won, even if I got the bumper
knocked off.  But I wanted to move
around on the track and see what
was working.”

After tallying the most points
through heat race and qualifying
race action to earn the pole posi-
tion, Hafertepe, Jr., outgunned fel-
low front row starter Hagar for the
lead at the drop of the green flag.

Hafertepe, Jr., kept Hagar at bay
several car lengths back until an in-
advertent caution flew after 14
laps.  Back into open track, Hagar
turned up the heat and slid into the
lead briefly in turns one and two on
successive laps before the raceʼs
final caution flew for Carson Short
with 17 laps in the books.

Hafertepe, Jr., worked the mid-
dle of the track the rest of the way
and slipped away to a safe advan-
tage to secure the triumph.

“Derek was fast, I knew I just
had to stick the middle of one and
two and work the bottom of three
and four,” Hafertepe, Jr. com-
mented.  “We still have some work
to do to get faster for tomorrow.”

In his wake, Hagar and 1998
STN champion Tim Crawley battled

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Blake Hahn is all smiles as he celebrates winning the I-30 Short
Track Nationals Finale. (I-30 SPEEDWAY photo)
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in wheel-to-wheel
fashion over the clos-
ing rounds with Hagar
holding on for runner-
up honors aboard his
No. 9jr entry.  Crawley
settled for third in Ron-
nie Pittsʼ No. 1x with
Blake Hahn surging
past Tony Bruce, Jr.,
on the 20th round to
snare the fourth posi-
tion.

Current USCS
points leader Jordon
Mallett made his way
into fifth in the final cir-

cuits, with two-time STN champion
Bruce, Jr., crossing the stripe in
sixth.  Brady Bacon turned in the
featureʼs top passing performance
by rallying from 16th to seventh
with Mike Goodman, Morgan
Turpen and Canadaʼs Dylan West-
brook completing the top ten.

Cody Gardner, Dustin Gates,
Goodman, Marshall Skinner,
Howard Moore, Mallett, Westbrook,
Bruce, Jr. and Hahn topped heat
race action for the 73-car field with
Harli White, Chris Martin, Hafer-
tepe, Jr., and Jamie Ball winning
the qualifying races.

John Carney II and Alex Hill
scored “C” Main wins with Matt
Covington and Bacon winning the
“B” Mains.

Jeff Swindell was the first flip vic-
tim of the weekend when he got up-
side down in turn two on the
opening lap of the fourth qualifier
while Hill took a tumble in turn one
on the second lap of “B” Main ac-
tion after topping her “C” feature.

Five-time and defending STN
champion Sammy Swindell was
forced pitside in heat race action
after a bolt came out of the throttle
linkage.  Swindell rallied from 14th
to second in a “C” Main before
being involved in the Hill incident in
a “B” Main.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT - In

one of the most thrilling champi-
onship battles in Stafford history,
Marcello Rufrano outlasted Bryan
Narducci in the race for the 2018
SK Light championship. The fight
for the championship came down
to the final race of the season with
Rufrano and Narducci tied in the
points standings with whoever fin-
ished in front of the other in the
season ending NAPA Fall Final
would become champion.  

“This feels great,” said Rufrano.
“The championship was something
that I had my mind set on since the

beginning of the season.  To be
able to finally accomplish some-
thing I had my mind set on is really
cool because usually when I plan
things out, they donʼt go as
planned.  At the end of the day
weʼre champions and I couldnʼt be
more proud of this team and what
we were able to accomplish this
season.  To add my name to the list
of drivers who have won multiple
races and a championship in the
SK Light division is very special to
me.”

Rufrano and the #88 Wheelers
Auto Service team came out of the
box swinging this season, scoring
wins in 3 of the first 6 SK Light fea-
ture events.  While Narducci was-
nʼt winning races at the same rate
as Rufrano, he was consistently
taking home podium finishes, after
the first 6 races the two drivers
were tied in points.  Rufrano and
Narducci swapped the point lead
throughout the month of June with
Rufrano holding a narrow lead at
the end of the month.  Narducci
scored a win and three third place
finishes during July to head into Au-
gust with a 34 point lead and main-
tained the point lead through
August.  He looked to be in prime
position to win the title with back to
back wins on Aug. 31 and Sept. 7.
A 15th place finish for Narducci
combined with a second place run
for Rufrano in the Final Friday Night
Shoot Out left the two drivers tied
in points, setting up a showdown in
the NAPA Fall Final.  The two
championship contenders raced
hard in the Fall Final SK Light fea-
ture and while they were challeng-
ing for the race lead, the two
wrecked hard. With Rufrano hold-
ing the lead on the last completed
green flag lap by a nose over Nar-
ducci, he was scored in front of
Narducci in the final feature finish
rundown and he took the champi-
onship by a 2 point margin.

“We definitely started out as a
championship team and as the
season progressed we struggled a
little bit,” said Rufrano.  “What re-
ally made the season for us was
the last 4 races where we finished
on the podium or won the race.  Itʼs
really special to me to say those
races made the difference for us.
The way it ended was bittersweet
but we got everything we needed to
get out of that race car.  The first
thing I asked the safety crew that
came over to check me out was did
I win the championship, never mind
how I was feeling or how banged
up I was.  I wanted to know if we
won the championship or not.”

The race for the championship
between Rufrano and Narducci

goes back to when they were rivals
in the Wild Thing Kart Series that
races at Stafford on Monday
nights.  With the two drivers being
good friends away from the track
as well as at and on the track, rac-
ing for the championship was
something that the two had dis-
cussed as kids and made a reality
this year. 

“It was petty cool to race with
Bryan for the championship since
weʼve been racing against each
other since we were in Wild Thing
Karts,” said Rufrano.  “The way we
would talk back then youʼd think
that we would both be driving in the
Cup series by now.  But realistically
we did think that one day we would
have the chance to race against
each other in either the SK Lights
or SK Modifieds®.  This year we
would always talk about who was
going to win the championship.  I
think we both just tried to have as
much fun with it as we could.”

Rufrano is quick to credit his
crew and his sponsors for helping
him to achieve his goal of becom-
ing a champion at Stafford.

“I wouldnʼt have been able to do
this without the support of my par-
ents, my crew, Jimmy Fuller, my
brother and uncle, they all gave me
100%,” said Rufrano. “A big thanks
goes out to my sponsors Wheelers
Auto Service, Bruneauʼs Garage,
Chuck and Eddieʼs Used Auto
Parts, Ligouri Plumbing and Heat-
ing, Aladdin Awnings, Wilson
Maturo Motors, Atlas Recycle, and
Tick Mike who came on at the end
of the season they are all great
supporters,” said Rufrano.  “Doug
Dunleavy really stepped up and
helped us out and I canʼt thank him
enough as well.”

Now that he is the 2018 SK Light
champion, Rufrano will be looking
to make his mark in the SK Modi-
fied® division for the 2019 season.
Rufrano made his SK Modified®
debut at the 2017 NAPA Fall Final
where he finished 11th.  Rufrano
once again pulled double duty at
the 2018 Fall Final and he was run-
ning in the top-5 before a flat tire
brought him to pit road and he
ended the race in 14th place.  With
such a strong effort, Rufrano is al-
ready looking ahead to the 2019
season and canʼt wait to get his SK
Modified® rookie season started.

“Our plan was to go SK racing
next season so this was a great
way for me to learn how to race
against the SK guys and how to be
competitive with them,” said
Rufrano.  “The car is a proven car
and itʼs won races with Eric
Goodale and myself at Thompson
and to show the speed that we had

against guys like Mike Christopher
and Keith Rocco, we might have a
shot at winning a race next sea-
son.  Iʼve been watching the SK
Modifieds® since I was a kid and
itʼs going to be really cool to be a
part of that division next season.  I
think the next few years at Stafford
are going to be enjoyable once
Bryan [Narducci] gets into an SK
Modified®.”

Rufrano will officially be crowned
2018 SK Light Champion at the
49th Annual Stafford Speedway
Championʼs Awards Banquet,
scheduled for Friday, November 16
at Maneeleyʼs in South Windsor.
Tickets to the awards banquet are
$50 and are on sale now through
the Stafford Speedway Box Office.
Tickets can be ordered by calling
the track at 860-684-2783 or they
can be ordered online at
www.staffordspeedway.com.  

Carteret County Speedway
SWANSBORO, NC – Bob Low-

ery has stepped up to assume the
role of Interim General Manager at
Carteret County Speedway to fin-
ish out the 2018 season.

Lowery has already overseen
the rebuilding effort at the track
after several structures at the track
sustained damage in Hurricane
Florence last month.  He has been
a part of Carteret County Speed-
wayʼs management since the track
opened in 2015 and will head up
the management team for the re-
mainder of the season.

“Racing is our number one prior-
ity,” Lowery said.  “Weʼre keeping
Carteret County Speedway in the
direction of which we have been
going, which is growing and offer-
ing the best short track racing in the
country.  I am honored and privi-
leged to work with the fellow mem-
bers of management.  We will carry
on the tradition that Bobby Watson
has set forward as he continues to
recover.”

Watson is continuing to recover
with improvement every day.

Carteret County Speedwayʼs
next race will be on Saturday, Oc-
tober 27th headlined by Limited
Late Model racing as well as Street
Stocks, Mini-Stocks, U-CARs, Leg-
ends, Mini Cups, and Jr. Mini Cups
where champions will be crowned
in each class.  The Southern
Ground Pounders Vintage Racing
Club and East Coast Flathead Ford
Racing Association will race too.

For more information about
Carteret County Speedway, visit
the trackʼs official website
at www.carteretspeedway.com,
“like” us on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter. 
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