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Drivers generally
are most-leery of the
NASCAR Playoff race
at the Talladega Su-
perspeedway. Their
anxiety now has dou-
bled with this Sundayʼs
race on the Roval – a
2.28-mile road-course
race that uses the in-
field and high banks of
the Charlotte Motor
Speedway.

After stag-
ing a 500-mile race on the
quad-oval since 1960, the
speedway decided a year
ago to change its fall race
to a road-course event.
The inaugural race not only
provided a lot of sparks
and smoke, it crushed the
championship hopes of a
few drivers.

The speedway responded by
making it even more competitive for
Sunday.

There were at least six accidents
and off-course spins during the first
practice a year ago. Eleven cars
crashed in the main event, includ-
ing a last-turn accident between
Jimmie Johnson and race leader
Martin Truex Jr. that opened the
door for Ryan Blaneyʼs improbable
victory.

Truex was less than 50 yards
from a win; Johnson was a half-
football field away from advancing
to the second round of the playoffs.

Johnson rear-ended Truex exit-
ing the chicane at the finish line.

“Everyone makes mistakes,”
Johnson said later.

“Desperation on his part and
pretty stupid, really,” Truex said.

Austin Dillon and Erik Jones also
wrecked during the race and were
eliminated from the championship.
Denny Hamlin finished 12th, but his
fate was sealed two weeks earlier
with a crash and 32nd-place finish
at Las Vegas.

The chicane at end of the back-
stretch was widened to allow for
more passing. By expanding from
32-feet wide to 54 still isnʼt a lot of
room for 3,300-pound stock cars
and unyielding personalities.

Truex doesnʼt have to worry
about the 17-turn course. Heʼs won
both playoff races, including last
Saturday at the Richmond Race-
way. Heʼs easily clinched a spot in
the second round, while Kyle
Busch and Kevin Harvick already
have qualified on points. That

leaves 13 other drivers with just
109 laps of left and right turns be-
fore four are cut from the field.

Ryan Newman, who never
seems to back down from a chal-
lenge, seems anxious.

“I donʼt know that Iʼm looking for-
ward to the Roval, I donʼt really
know anybody that actually is, ex-
cept for maybe Truex.”

The new chicane – also knowns
as the bus stop – only adds to the

angst.
“A lot of unknowns

going into something like
the Roval or any new race
track or endeavor that we
do with our sport itʼs al-
ways nerve-racking
times,” Clint Bowyer said.
“I think the Roval, you get
so busy in your days and
living in the moment, living

in that week wherever that week
may be, whether itʼs leading up to
the playoffs or before, you donʼt
think about the distant future until it
becomes the near future.

“What! Do you mean the Roval
is a cutoff race?ʼ Thatʼs when it
starts to become reality. Itʼs not that
it wasnʼt on the schedule punching
you in the face every time, but it
doesnʼt register until itʼs in the fore-
front and itʼs real.”

There were 22 lead changes a
year ago. Apparently, that wasnʼt
enough.

The speedway expanded the
backstretch chicane to create addi-
tional passing opportunities and
more side-by-side action – increas-
ing the drama and raising the
stakes throughout all 17 turns of
the revolutionary course that will
conclude the first round of the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
playoffs.

The track said the expanded
turns will require heavier braking
and a sharper entry, but a wider ra-
dius promises to provide drivers
with the ideal mix of risk-taking op-
portunities and a slightly increased
margin for error on exit – if the dri-
verʼs entry is correct. The track dis-
tance and turn count will not be
affected by the new layout, which
featured input from NASCAR driv-
ers Kyle Larson, Ryan Blaney and
Justin Allgaier, as well as former
Formula 1 racers Alex Wurz and
Max Papis.

“Having our backstretch chicane
upgraded will give drivers an addi-
tional opportunity to go for a sea-
son-making or season-breaking

pass like we saw on the
frontstretch last year. Every turn
matters on the Roval,” said presi-
dent and CEO of Speedway Motor-
sports, Inc., Marcus Smith.

Wider doesnʼt necessarily make
it easier, Kyle Larson said.

“Thereʼs not much room for
error,” he said. “You make a mis-
take and you get in the wall or miss
a shift and wheel hop or something;
itʼs easy to make mistakes, just like
on any road course. Just trying to
avoid mistakes I think is the biggest
challenge.”

Unlike road course races at
Watkins Glen International and
Sonoma Raceway, the high-speed
banking and long backstretch
makes the Roval its own beast. Do
crew chiefs try to find speed on the

speedway portion of the circuit, or
do they build downforce for the flat
road course?

And while a victory is worth the
same points as Dover or Kansas,
itʼs clearly not the same.

“I mean, there are still good guys
that crashed, there are good guys
that got crashed, thereʼs still good
guys that had bad pit stops and
thereʼs still somebody that won,”
Newman said. “I donʼt know that in
the end itʼs really any different, I
think itʼs just viewed as different.”

A field of 16 will be trimmed to 12
on the Roval. The next round of
three elimination races includes the
restrictor-plate trapdoor at Tal-
ladega, which creates another
round of emotional and mechanical
torture.
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Whatʼs Next at

Charlotteʼs Roval?

FasTrack Racing Journal is an

online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have

been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are

covering all the racing series, off track news and other features

that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a

weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online

for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@

yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also

download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and

past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
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ON THE COVER:

MARTIN TRUEX JR. - JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP

JOE GIBBS RACING TRIO - NIGEL KINRADE/NKP

Last year at the “Roval” at Charlotte, the last lap of the race

proved serious for leader Martin Truex Jr. (78) when Jimmie John-

son (46) spun into him and then Ryan Blaney (12) took the win.

(DAVID GRIFFIN  photo)



RICHMOND, VA -
Martin Truex Jr. over-
came late adversity
and continued to as-
sert his mastery over
the first round of the
Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
Playoffs.

Rallying from a spin off the
bumper of Ricky Stenhouse Jr.ʼs
Ford, and passing Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing teammate Kyle Busch for the
lead with 25 laps left, Truex led an
1-2-3 finish for JGR in Saturday
nightʼs Federated Auto parts 400 at
Richmond Raceway.

In fact, the Gibbs cars were 1-2-
3-4 at the finish, but a disqualifica-
tion due to a post-race Optical
Scanning Station inspection failure
cost Erik Jones his fourth-place re-
sult. The disqualification was the
first in the Cup Series this year.

The victory was a milestone for
Truex. The winner of last weekʼs
Playoff opener at Las Vegas Motor
Speedway, Truex had never won
back-to-back races before. Now
the driver of the No. 19 Toyota has
six wins this season, a season
sweep at Richmond and 25 victo-
ries in his Cup career.

Busch came home second,
2.630 seconds behind his team-
mate. Denny Hamlin ran third, fol-

lowed by pole winner Brad Ke-
selowski.

Truexʼs win, however, was no
cakewalk. On Lap 315, Stenhouse,
who had just pitted for new tires,
drove hard into Turn 3 beneath the
No. 19 Camry. Stenhouse lost the
nose of his No. 17 Ford, slid up into
Truexʼs car and sent him spinning,
handing the lead to Busch.

Restarting third after the fifth and
final caution of the race, Truex
chased his teammate for the next
50 laps, finally clearing him on Lap
375.

“Luckily I didn't hit anything,”
Truex said of his spin. “I just tried to
keep it off the fence, tried to get
spun around and get going, and we
ended up—because we were
pretty far up front, we got going in a
pretty good spot and left pit road in
a good position and then good ad-
justments at the end again by (crew
chief) Cole (Pearn) and (engineer)
James (Small) and the guys. 

“This is just freaking unbeliev-
able. So we came here to get
bonus points and damn sure we did
that… 

“Had a heck of a race with Kyle
and Denny all night long, really, and
we just kept plugging away at it,
kept plugging away at it, as we al-
ways do. We just keep digging and
we never quit.  Next thing you

know, catching the 18 (Busch) for
the lead, I'm like, ʻCool, all right,
here we go.ʼ Man, to sweep Rich-
mond finally is pretty awesome, as
much as we've led here coming
into this year, and just thanks to

everybody. It's pretty amazing.”
Though Busch led a race-high

202 laps to Truexʼs 109, the driver
of the No. 18 Toyota conceded his
car wasnʼt quite up to the task of
challenging his teammate.
“I don't think we were as good as
him all night long,” Busch acknowl-
edged. “Martin, the car, the combi-
nation thereof, us, the combination
of, just lacked a little bit. You know,
like the 11 (Hamlin) lacked a little
bit more than us. Just weird, I don't
know.

“We led a lot of laps. We were
up front a lot. But when I was out
front, he could keep the closest dis-
tance to me. That kind of worried
me for a finish like that in the long
run.

Keselowski was the only driver
other than Truex and Busch to lead
laps on Saturday. Playoff drivers
Ryan Newman, Kyle Larson, Kevin
Harvick and Clint Bowyer finished
fifth through eighth respectively.

Alex Bowman (24th), Bowyer
and Kurt Busch (19th) and Jones
(credited with a last-place finish)
enter the final race of the Round of
16 below the cut line for the next
round.
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Martin Truex Jr.

Survives Spin to Lead

Gibbs Domination at

Richmond

Martin Truex Jr. hits victory lane for the second week in a row with

his Richmond win Saturday night. (RUSTY JARRETT/NKP photo)

With a spin on lap 315, Truex (19) gains control of his Toyota without any damage and get off pit road

in third place. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)



RICHMOND, VA -
Eager to add a
NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries championship to
his resume in perhaps
his final season in the
series, Christopher
Bell made an em-
phatic statement in
Friday nightʼs Go
Bowling 250 at Rich-
mond Raceway.

Bell swept the first two stages of
the series Playoff opener—bringing
his total of stage wins to 17—and
led a career-best 238 laps in the
No. 20 Joe Gibbs racing Toyota,
winning for the seventh time this
season, the third time in five starts
at the .75-mile short track and the
15th time in his career.

“That one was pretty special,”
said Bell, who passed pole winner
Austin Cindric for the lead on Lap
86 and never trailed after that.
“Going 92 laps straight there (on

the final green-flag run) was really
difficult. We were sliding all around.

“I felt like, if I could get through
traffic, I would be in good shape be-
cause my car could really move
around good. I could run up (the
track) and I could run down. The
No. 00 (eventual third-place finisher
Cole Custer) was keeping pressure
on us pretty good, but this Supra
was too good.”

Bell finished 1.700 seconds
ahead of Cindric, who passed
Custer on Lap 239 of 250 to secure
the runner-up position. Bellʼs car
was so dominant that he opened a
lead of 7.743 seconds over Cindric
before Vinnie Miller hit the Turn 2
wall to bring out the second caution
on Lap 51.

The only pressure Bell felt dur-
ing his cruise to the checkers came
from Custer, who passed Cindric
for second on Lap 87 and shad-
owed the race winner early in the
final stage, drawing within three car

lengths at one point before Bell
widened his advantage in traffic.

“The 00 could kind of close a lit-
tle on us in the middle part of the
run, but I was just trying to keep hit-
ting my marks, keeping the rear
tires underneath me and running
on that yellow line (at the apron).
When the 00 was closing, I was
getting nervous, because I was
pretty much running as hard as I
could without slipping the tires),
and he was gaining on me a little at
a time there.

“It seemed like my car could
move around maybe a little bit bet-
ter than his, and lapped traffic
helped me get a little bit of a gap.”

Custer faded to 4.432 seconds
back at the finish.

“We were just kind of loose to
start the run,” Custer said. “It kind
of got worse, and I was using too
much break and got to tight center
(in the center of the corners). We
were really close there for a sec-
ond, but I just didnʼt have the long-
run speed.”

Cindric posted his second
straight runner-up finish at Rich-
mond, after running second to
Custer in the spring. Heʼs fourth in
the standings with a comfortable

margin heading to the Charlotte
Roval.

“This is the only double-digit
buffer I think Iʼve ever had in any-
thing in NASCAR, so Iʼll take it,”
Cindric said. 

“Obviously, a really good night
for the MoneyLion Ford Mustang,
keeping the Fords up front. Two
runner-up finishes here at Rich-
mond is good, but you want to win
races, so Iʼve got to keep working
and keep figuring out how to catch
that guy in the 20 (Bell). But overall,
a great day.”

Justin Allgaier finished fourth
after qualifying second and drop-
ping to the rear of the field for the
start because of a pre-race tire
change. Chase Briscoe ran fifth,
followed by Harrison Burton, Noah
Gragson, Zane Smith, Michael An-
nett and Tyler Reddick.

With an automatic berth in the
Round of 12, Bell leads the Playoff
standings by 18 points over Custer
and Reddick. Brandon Jones
(11th Friday), Ryan Sieg (12th),
Justin Haley (17th) and John
Hunter Nemechek (15th) fell below
the cut line for the next round, with
an elimination race looming two
weeks hence at Dover.
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s Christopher Bell Makes
Emphatic Statement
with Richmond Win

The whole teams joins Christopher Bell in the celebration in Richmondʼs victory lane. (JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP photo)
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LOUDON, NH -
Bobby Santos III is no
stranger to parking his
car in Victory Lane at
New Hampshire Motor
Speedway.

Saturday, the
Franklin, Massachu-
setts driver did it for
the sixth time — but
this one was the
biggest of them all.
Santos earned the win
in the second annual
Musket 250 presented

by Whelen, taking car owner Dave
Sapienza to Victory Lane for the
first time.

It was the fifth championship
points win for Santos at NHMS,
who also has a victory in the Whe-
len All-Star Shootout. It was also
the 18th career Whelen Modified
Tour win for the former series
champion.

“Loudon is special for the modi-
fieds, this is our Super Bowl,” San-
tos said. “Everyone brings their
best here. To win this race, it makes
it even more special. Itʼs just an
honor to be in Victory Lane today.”

In a wild 250 laps around the
ʻMagic Mileʼ, countless drivers had
the opportunity to lead the way. But
when it mattered most, it was a bat-
tle between three modified veter-
ans for the crown.

Santos, five-time series cham-
pion Doug Coby, and Jon
McKennedy, who led a race-high
93 laps, were the three drivers at
the front when the field crossed for
the white flag. Off turn two, Coby
would draw even with Santos for
the lead — edging out as they ap-
proached the entrance to turn
three.

However, Santos would drive
deep into turn three, slide up, and
hold off Coby and McKennedy
across the line, while the two bat-
tled side-by-side for second.
McKennedy would beat Coby to
the line, but was .129 seconds be-
hind Santos.

“It was a good run,” McKennedy
said. “Tommy (Baldwin) and the
guys gave me a great car. We led a
lot of laps. Just one position short.
As far as Iʼm concerned, Bobby is
one of the best short-track drivers
in the country.”

Before a crash racing for the
lead, Ron Silk and Justin Bon-
signore were dominating the late
stages. The two drivers combined
to lead laps 133-222, but when Silk
and Eric Goodale split a lapped car,

they made contact — ending both
of their races early with damage.

Chuck Hossfeld, subbing for
Jimmy Blewett, was fourth, while
Bonsignore completed the top five.
Matt Swanson was sixth, followed
by Rob Summers, Chris Pasteryak,
Gary Putnam and Craig Lutz.

Coby leads Bonsignore by 21
points with two championship
points races remaining. Coby is
looking for his sixth title, while Bon-
signore is seeking his second
straight.

The Musket 250 will air on
NBCSN on Thursday, September
26, and 6 p.m.

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour returns to the track for the an-
nual NAPA Fall Final at Stafford
Motor Speedway, on Sunday, Sep-
tember 29.

Ty Gibbs Earns First
Career K&N Pro Series

Victory at
New Hampshire

LOUDON, NH - After four run-
ner-up finishes, Ty Gibbs finally did
one better at New Hampshire.

The DGR-Crosley driver led a
race-high 112 laps in Saturdayʼs
Apple Barrel 125 at New Hamp-
shire Motor Speedway en route to
his first career K&N Pro Series East
victory, coming in his sixth start
overall and first at NHMS.

“Itʼs really cool, man,” Gibbs said
post-race. “I came here, and itʼs a
hard track, a fun track too. Just a lit-
tle tight there but once we worked
on it, we got better. Super cool to
win here.”

Gibbs earned three straight sec-
ond-place finishes this season to
begin his career. Add in a fourth-
place run at Watkins Glen as well

as another runner-up at Bristol, he
was poised to earn his first check-
ered flag.

It was a matter of when, not if.
“You work so hard for this stuff

and finishing second the last four
times Iʼve raced, it sucks,” he ad-
mitted. “Itʼs heartbreaking. But once
you get that win, it feels so good. I
feel so good right now. Plus to have
two (won last weekend in the ARCA
Menards Series at Salem Speed-
way), itʼs just a great deal.”

Gibbs has earned two wins
(Salem and Gateway) in the ARCA
Menards Series this season, gar-
nering seven top fives as well.

His teammate Tanner Gray
came home in second, earning his
best finish since winning at South
Boston in May and his first top five
since the first Loudon race.

Josh Berry, making his third ca-
reer series start and first with Vis-
conti Motorsports, came home
third, with Gateway winner Spencer
Davis and championship points
leader Sam Mayer rounding out the
top five.

Chase Cabre led 13 laps from
the pole, but fell back on the restart
following the second scheduled
break due to what he and the team

called a “bad set of tires.” His Rev
Racing teammates Ruben Garcia
Jr. and Nick Sanchez finished sev-
enth and eighth, with Justin Carroll
and Robert Pawlowski completing
the top 10.

Max McLaughlin, running a trib-
ute paint scheme to the late Mike
Stefanik, finished 13 laps down in
12th after experiencing electrical is-
sues late.

Mayerʼs maintained his 30-point
championship points lead over
Chase Cabre heading into the final
race of the season, and has virtu-
ally wrapped up his first NASCAR
championship. He must finish 27th
or better at Dover to clinch the title.

The Apple Barrell 125 is sched-
uled to be broadcast on NBCSN on
Wednesday, September 25 at 6
p.m.

The final K&N Pro Series East
event of the season will take place
at Dover International Speedway
on Saturday, October 4.

Andrew Ranger Steals
Dramatic Victory in

New Hampshire
LOUDON, NH - In a season that

has seen one of the seriesʼ most in-
tense championship battles to-
date, Andrew Ranger entered New
Hampshire in a must win situation.

Though he trailed Kevin Lacroix
by only two points, New Hampshire
was a track where Lacroix has
been nothing short of dominant.

In both qualifying and practice,
Lacroix picked up right where he
had left off last year in terms of
speed. In a league of his own all
weekend, the 30-year old won the
pole and appeared almost un-
touchable. Leading the first 92 laps,
everything changed when Ranger
and Alex Labbe began to close the
gap.

Following a dramatic final 10
laps, Andrew Ranger was able to 

(Continued Next Page)
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250 To His Winning Resume

Bobby Santos III celebrates his victory in the Musket 250 at New

Hampshire Motor Speedway. (Adam Glanzman/NASCAR photo)

Ty Gibbs had finished second four times coming into New Hamp-

shire, but did one better and wound up in Victory Lane for the first

time. (Adam Glanzman/NASCAR photo)



Continued…

steal the victory in the
Visit New Hampshire
100 claiming his fourth
win of the season and
series leading 28th of
his career.

“Yesterday we had
some problems with
the car and I wasnʼt
too comfortable with
the car,” said Ranger.
“We came into the pits
to get fuel and make
an adjustment, after
that my car was a
rocket.”

Despite starting in
the back after pitting for fuel on the
first caution, Ranger battled his
way through the field. Charging
past everyone he came across, he
caught the back bumper of Lacroix
with about 15 to go. Lap after lap,
the Roxton Pond, Quebec driver
tried everything he could to get
around Lacroix.

With eight laps to go, Rangerʼs
N0.27 MOPAR Dodge made the
pass and checked out holding on
for the win.

When claiming the checkered in
Loudon, Andrew Ranger has won
at every active track in the Pintyʼs
Series.

“Lap after lap we were catching
Kevin Lacroix,” Ranger added. “We
made the pass and got the win, so
Iʼm very happy for my MOPAR
team and now we are the points
leader.”

After losing the lead, Lacroix

was locked in a tight battle for sec-
ond with Labbe. The two fought
side by side before making contact
coming to the checkered. Lacroix
spun into the inside wall, coming to
rest a mere 100 feet from the finish.
Following the accident, Lacroix was
checked and release from in the in-
field care centre, declining to com-
ment.

Following a dominant perform-
ance last race at Saint-Eustache,
Alex Labbe rode the momentum
into New Hampshire. Having driven
twice before in the NASCAR Xfinity
Series, he held on for a runner up
finish. Labbe would also notch his
sixth top-five of 2019 and best his
finish of the season.

“We needed this cause weʼve
struggled all year,” said Labbe. “We
had really good speed today but
[Andrew] Ranger was the class of
the field today on the long runs. We
finished and weʼre very happy.”

D.J Kennington has had a very
consistent 2019 season. Qualifying
on the outside of the front row, he
would score a third place finish.
Kenningtonʼs Castrol Edge Dodge
heads into Jukasa next week as
the defending winner.

Last yearʼs runner up finisher
Peter Shepherd III and Marc-An-
toine Camirand would complete the
top five.

Cole Powell and Alex Guenette
finished sixth and seventh, respec-

tively. Mathieu Kingsbury, LP Du-
moulin and Anthony Simone
rounded out the top ten.

Following the Visit New Hamp-
shire 100, Andrew Ranger will carry
an 11-point advantage over Lacroix
heading into the Pintyʼs Fall Brawl
at Jukasa September 28.

Fans can watch the Visit New
Hampshire 100 on TSN on Sunday,
Sept. 29 at 1 p.m and on RDS2
Sunday, Oct. 13 at 1 p.m.

The NASCAR Pintyʼs Series will
close out their season next week at
the Jukasa Motor Speedway,
where a champion will be crowned.
Will Ranger pull ahead to claim his
third championship or will Kevin
Lacroix rally back to steal his first?
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Andrew Ranger claims his fourth win of 2019 at New Hampshire Motor Speedway. (Matthew

Manor/NASCAR photo)



SALEM, IN - 14-
year-old Columbviav-
ille, Michigan native
Chase Burda picked
up his fifth win of the
season in the Victory
Custom Trailers CRA
Junior Late Models
Jim Hettinger Memo-
rial 30 Saturday night
as part of the Central

Transport Glass City 200 event at
Toledo Speedway. Unlike many of
his wins this season, Burda had to
fight to keep the lead on every lap,
even though he led all 30 laps of
the event.

“Itʼs really cool to win the Jim
Hettinger Memorial here tonight,”
remarked Burda in victory lane.
“Iʼve known the family for a long
time, theyʼve been a part of my rac-
ing career, so it means a lot to me
to get this win. This track was the
smallest weʼve raced on all season
and it was tough to get a round. We
were all pretty much bunched to-
gether throughout the race. I got a
good jump on the last restart and
was able to get a little distance,
thatʼs what got us the win.”

The Victory Custom Trailers
CRA Junior Late Models is a new
racing series in 2019 to focus on a
youth movement for short track
stock car racing that will see 10 to
15-year-old drivers compete
amongst themselves for both expe-
rience and recognition in full size
late models with an economical
drive train and suspension alterna-
tives. Saturdayʼs race was the sev-
enth of eight scheduled events for
the series in 2019.

Earlier in the afternoon Zack Wil-
helm broke Burdaʼs streak of six
straight MPM Marketing Fast Qual-
ifier Awards so far this season,
when he set fast time in the series
second practice/MPM Marketing
group qualifying session. Charlie
Keeven was second with Burda
third.

The three-car invert for the fea-
ture placed Burda on the pole for
the Jim Hettinger Memorial 30 and
he took full advantage jumping to
the lead at the drop of the green
flag while the rest of the field jock-
eyed for positions. A couple of early
cautions for single car spins tight-
ened up the field and changed the
running order of second through
fifth each time. 

Inaugural series feature winner
Luke Wilhelm worked his way to
second and had a faster car then
Burdaʼs, making a nice  inside pass
for the lead, but the caution flew for
a spin by Evan Varney on lap 25,
putting Burda back into the lead
since the field had not completed a
lap with Luke Wilhelm as the
leader.

Burda was able to keep the lead
on the lap 26 restart and but a little
distance between he and Luke Wil-
helm, Luke Wilhelm fought back to
make a last turn dive for the lead
coming to the checkered flag, but
spun and made contact with Corri-
gan Oil Speedway series event
winner Keeven as the two crossed
the finish line with Keeven getting
second and Luke Wilhelm third.
Zack Wilhelm finished in fourth with
Katelyn Hettinger, granddaughter
of Jim Hettinger, in fifth place.

Luke Wilhelm picked up the AR
Bodies Cool Move of the Race
Award for his nice pass that was
brought back because of the cau-
tion.

Burda was the series regular
season points Champion and had
already earned an automatic spot
in the final three drivers who will
race for the series Championship
at Anderson Speedway next Satur-
day night. Keeven was a lock into
the final three with his win at Corri-

gan Oil Speedway, the first event in
the series Chase for the Champi-
onship. The third position will go to
Zack Wilhelm who got the most
points of the remaining Chase driv-
ers over the first two Chase events.
The driver who finishes highest of
those three at the Season Champi-
onship event Saturday at Anderson
will be crowned the inaugural Vic-
tory Custom Trailers CRA Junior
Late Models Champion.

The next Victory Custom Trailers
CRA Junior Late Models event will
be the 2019 Chase for the Cham-
pionship finally at Anderson Speed-
way this Saturday, September
28th. More information on the Vic-
tory Custom Trailers CRA Junior
Late Models is available at
www.cra-racing.com.

Popular “New Stars”
Features for L.M.

Sportsman and Street
Stocks Return to

Winchester Weekend
SALEM, IN - Two of the yearʼs

most popular events are making
their return to Winchester 400
Weekend.  The “New Star” Fea-
tures for the Voreʼs Welding CRA
Late Model Sportsman Powered by
JEGS and Van Hoy CRA Street
Stocks Powered by JEGS will be
raced on Friday night, October
11th.  The only eligible drivers for
these races will be drivers or teams
that have not had a top 5 feature
finish in 2019 at Winchester or a
top 3 feature finish at Winchester in
their respective divisions or higher,
going back to 2007. Drivers who

are primarily known for racing in
higher divisions will also not be al-
lowed to drop down regardless of
their previous finishes.  CRA offi-
cials reserve the right to deny par-
ticipation in these events to anyone
to maintain the integrity of the event
and ensure a quality show for the
promoter. 

The payout for the Voreʼs Weld-
ing CRA Late Model Sportsman
special event will be: $400-250-
200-175-150-125-100-90-80-75 on
out. The payout for the Van Hoy Oil
CRA Street Stock special is $300-
200-175-150-125-110-100-90-80-
70-60-50 on out. Both New Stars
events got cancelled in 2018 be-
cause of weather. 

In Saturdayʼs Season Champi-
onship 40 lap Features for the CRA
Late Model Sportsman and CRA
Street Stocks, a "First Timerʼs
Bonus" program will be paid to the
top three finishers in each division
who are making their first start at
Winchester Speedway in 2019 (Fri-
dayʼs activities excluded). The
bonuses are paid on top of the po-
sition payoff they earn, and will be
$100, $50, and $30.

“These New Stars Features on
Friday are lots of fun,” commented
CRAʼs R. J. Scott. “Itʼs more spe-
cial because we get to see new
faces competing for the victory.
And, as I've said before, itʼs also
another great way for people with
limited experience at Winchester to
come and get the good racing ex-
perience they all really need and
want, without the pressure of being
a pointʼs race.”

More information is available at
www.winchesterspeedway.com.
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DODGE CITY, KS
- Brad Sweet eyed re-
demption Saturday
night at Dodge City
Raceway Park.

After losing 18
points to champi-
onship contender
Donny Schatz during
the first round of the
Outlaw Boot Hill
Showdown double-
header at the raceway
Friday night, Sweet
looked to be dealt a

new hand in round two.
He got it and played it, leading

all 31 laps – due to a green-white-
checkered – to claim his first
Dodge City Raceway Park victory,
his 15th World of Outlaws NOS En-
ergy Drink Sprint Car Series win of
the season and the $12,000-to-win
pot.

“This hasnʼt been my best track,
so to get a win here I think is one of
those things where we have to take
the positive here and just move on
to the next one and keep focused
on what weʼre doing here,” Sweet
said. “Sometimes it seems like
weʼre getting a little off track or get-
ting a little confused and trying
things and we just need to stick to
what we know and finish the year
as strong as possible.”

The biggest turning point of the
night for him was his Drydene Heat
race performance. Sweet had qual-
ified 12th – worse than his 10th-
place qualifying run Friday night.
That placed the Kasey Kahne Rac-
ing driver fourth in his Heat race.
However, on the start, “The Big
Cat” was ready to pounce. He
sprinted by the third and second-
place car on the first lap and held
on to second, racing his way into
the DIRTVision Fast Pass Dash.

The Dash draw – with the pole
position and the sixth-place starting
position still available – came down
to Schatz and Sweet. Schatz drew
the number six, leaving the pole for
the Californian.

Sweet went on to win the Dash,
while Schatz, who won Friday
nightʼs race, put on a show behind
him. With the help of a few slide
jobs, Schatz raced his way to third,
lining himself up directly behind
Sweet for the 30-lap Feature.

When the green flag hit the air
Sweet sprinted to the lead over
second-place Ian Madsen. Schatz
couldnʼt keep up. He found himself
in a duel with Sheldon Hauden-
schild for third-place. The young

Ohio-native stole the position from
Schatz on the first lap. The reigning
champion threw a slide job at Hau-
denschild into turn one the next lap
to take the spot back, but Hauden-
schild powered back by him down
the backstretch.

Sweet hit lap traffic by Lap 6.
Most of the slower cars ran low al-
lowing Sweet to hold his line up
high and cruise by them. Others
blocked his line, forcing him to ei-
ther slow his entry to not hit them
or choose an alternative route
around them.

The traffic allowed Madsen to
close on Sweet, but also slowed
him at times, too.

On Lap 9 the No. 91 of Jeff
Stasa blocked Haudenschildʼs run
into turn two, forcing him to hit the
brakes. While the NOS Energy
Drink No. 17 slowed, Schatz stayed
in the throttle and darted by Hau-
denschild to reclaim third.

Along with the slower cars, driv-
ers also had to battle the high
winds racing around the track.

“The car just does two com-
pletely different things at both ends
here,” Sweet said. “Driving into the
wind you feel like you have tons of
down force and the car lays left and
when youʼre going away from the
wind the car wants to pick up and
do some crazy stuff. It was defi-
nitely good to be out front. Clean air
was definitely a bonus tonight.”

The first caution of the night
came out on Lap 17 for the No. 9x
of Jake Bubak blowing a right rear
tire and coming to a stop in turn
two. Sweet now had Madsen –
hungry for a win with his last one
coming in March – at his rear
bumper.

However, the NAPA Auto Parts
No. 49 car was strong on restarts.
Sweet hammered the throttle,
blasting through the tunnel of wind,
and shot back to a straightaway
lead over the Australian driver.

When Sweet hit lap traffic again
Madsen and Schatz closed the
gap. But once Sweet was back in
clean air, he continued to distance
himself from the Aspen Air No. 18
of Ian Madsen and Toco Warranty
No. 15 of Schatz.

On the final lap of the race, with
the victory in sight, red lights
flashed around the raceway. Do-
minic Scelzi flipped in turn three,
bringing out the red flag. Madsen
had another shot at the win.

The pressure didnʼt get to
Sweet, though. He said he kept his
composure and continued to run

his race.
“I think I did a pretty good job at

it,” Sweet said.
He did. When the green flag flew

for the final time, Sweet gapped
Madsen by about three car lengths
and drove off with the win. Madsen
had to settle for second and Schatz
third.

Madsen admitted he knew he
didnʼt have anything for Sweet on
the final restart. He could catch him
in lap traffic but once Sweet was in
clean air it was tough to close in.

“Itʼs really tough out here to beat
anyone in clean air,” Madsen said.
“But itʼs an awesome result for us
tonight, to get up on the podium.
Weʼve had some bad luck lately. Itʼs
great to be back up here.”

Schatz also stated he felt like he
had a chance to catch Madsen and
Sweet in traffic, but every time he
got close the caution came out.

“Thatʼs the way it goes,” he said.
“Thatʼs racing. Youʼve got to be
consistent on the days you canʼt
win and today is one of them days.”

Sweetʼs win helped him gain six
points on Schatz in the champi-
onship standings. With 13 races left
this season, Schatz now leads
Sweet by 22 points.

The victory also saw another big
achievement for Sweet. He won his
49th career World of Outlaws vic-
tory driving the No. 49 Kasey
Kahne Racing car.

“Itʼs actually really cool,” Sweet
said. “I never would have imagined
that I would get close to fifty World
of Outlaws wins, so itʼs a milestone
to be proud of for myself, for Kasey
giving me the opportunity to be on
the Outlaw tour for six years with
his team.

“Iʼve had a lot of crew chiefs and
a lot of ups and downs through it
all, so to be having this season is
what we all strive for and what we
knew we were able to accomplish.
So, itʼs nice to get those stats.

Hopefully itʼs just one of the many
milestones that will pass through in
my career.”

UP NEXT: The World of Outlaws
NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car Se-
ries on Wednesday, Sept. 25, will
be at Jacksonville Speedway in
Jacksonville, Ill. Get tickets and
more information.

As always, if you canʼt make it to
the race, you can watch all of the
action LIVE on DIRTVision.com.

Schatz Outguns Field
at Dodge City
Raceway Park

DODGE CITY, KS - The crowd
of thousands hushed. Only the re-
lentless wind was brave enough to
make a sound. Anxiety and impa-
tience brewed in peopleʼs chest as
they watched the field of Outlaws
pace their steps before hammering
the trigger, hoping to be the fastest
to fire first.

Leading the field at Dodge City
Raceway Park Friday night was 10-
time World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Series champion
Donny Schatz with Knoxville Na-
tionals winner David Gravel to his
outside. Both eyed another win for
their team. Both looked to be the
best in Kansas. And both were de-
termined to take the lead on the
start.

The green flag flew, and the
showdown was on. Schatz hit the
trigger first, launching to the lead.
But Gravel fired back.

He dove to the bottom of turns
three and four under Schatz and
outgunned him for the lead down
the front stretch. The reigning
champion was loaded for another
attack, though.

Gravel slid off the bottom on the
exit of turn two, holding his car
sideways onto the backstretch.
With a clean run around the bottom 

(Continued Next Page)
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Brad Sweet Wins Dodge
City Doubleheader Finale

Brad Sweet celebrates in victory lane after winning the finale of

the Outlaw Boot Hill Showdown at Dodge City Raceway Park.

(DB3Inc photo)
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of the track, Schatz
fired back to the lead
and went on to win the
first night of the Out-
law Boot Hill Show-
down weekend
doubleheader. It was
his ninth win of the
season and second
win in-a-row at the
raceway – fifth overall.

“Hats off to my
guys,” Schatz said.
“Theyʼre hitting on all
cylinders. They always
have. Sometimes the
drivers falter and

thatʼd be me. Tonight, we didnʼt
have any of them faults.”

Schatz started the night strong
by qualifying fourth, while Gravel
picked up his 16th Quick Time of
the year. The two drivers then had
their first front row battle of the
night during the first Drydene Heat
race. Schatz got the jump on the
outside of Gravel at the start and
drove away with the win.

Shortly after, the duo found
themselves on the front row to-
gether again during the DIRTVision

Fast Pass Dash. Schatz started on
the bottom with Gravel up top.
Gravel got the jump this time. The
Connecticut-native charged to the
lead, but Schatz methodically ran
him down and passed him for the
win.

The 25-lap Feature placed
Schatz and Gravel back on the
front row for the start. After their
one lap duel around the 3/8-mile
track for the lead, Schatz pulled
away from Gravel to about a

straightaway lead.
“When they threw the green, I

thought it was going to take a while
for it (the bottom of the track) to go
away,” Schatz said. “I think as
youʼve seen what happened with
David when he went down in there,
we were able to get back by him
right away. It went away real quick.
I didnʼt expect it to do that, either. I
like it when it does that.”

Schatz reached lap traffic by Lap
6, but was able to pass every

slower car with ease. However,
nearing the end of the race, the
pack of lap cars grew. They raced
each other side by side, sometimes
going three-wide. Schatz no longer
had an easy passage by. There
was now hope for Gravel, who
began reeling in Schatz.

Before Gravel could take an-
other shot at the North Dakota-na-
tive, the caution came out for Mike
Woodruff stopping in turn two.
While it put him on Schatzʼs
bumper for the restart, Schatz was
rewarded with clean air again.

“Clean air was going to win
there,” Gravel said.

“Wish I could have had the lead
there on the first lap, I thought we
would have had a good chance to
win there. Sucks to come up sec-
ond. We had a shot. Lap traffic was
my only shot.”

Once the race restarted Schatz
launched back to the lead and
cruised to his 292nd career Series
victory, with Gravel second and
Logan Schuchart third. He also in-
creased his points lead over Brad
Sweet, who finished ninth after
struggling to find his way forward.
Schatz now leads Sweet by 28
points.
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LITTLE ROCK,
AR - Just two week-
ends away, entries are
rolling in for I-30
Speedwayʼs presti-
gious Short Track Na-
tionals.

The 32nd Annual
COMP Cams Short
Track Nationals pre-
sented by Hoosier
Tires is set to take
place atop the ¼-mile

I-30 Speedway clay oval in Little
Rock on October 3-5.

A Thursday, October 3, Test ʻN
Tune will be followed up a $2,500-
to-win preliminary event on Friday
and then the 41-lap, $10,041-to-
win STN championship finale on
Saturday, October 5.

Among the early entries is de-
fending race winner Blake Hahn of
Sapulpa, OK.  Hahn led the final 29
rounds of last yearʼs 41-lapper to
become the 18th different winner in
event history.

Also among the early round of
entries is Lindsay, Oklahomaʼs
Harli White, who captured her first
win in ASCS competition in a Re-
gional showdown at I-30 Speedway

earlier this season.  
Other early entries include sev-

eral Memphis-area STN veterans
such as Marshall Skinner, Dale
Howard and Ernie Ainsworth.

Hall of Famers Sammy Swindell
and Gary Wright top the STN win
charts with five and four triumphs
respectively with other past event
winners including the likes of
NASCAR Xfinity Series title con-
tender Christopher Bell, Paul
McMahan, Brad Sweet, Tony
Bruce, Jr., Jason Meyers, Jason
Johnson, Tim Montgomery, Jason
Sides, Mike Ward, Tim Crawley,
Wayne Johnson, Pete Butler, and
Steve Kinser.

The What:  32nd Annual COMP
Cams Short Track Nationals pre-
sented by Hoosier Tires.

The Where:  I-30 Speedway (Lit-
tle Rock, AR).  I-30 Speedway is lo-
cated seven miles southwest of
Little Rock off I-30 Exit 126
(Alexander Road).

The When:  October 3-5, 2018.
(Test ʻN Tune on Thursday, October
3, followed by two full cards of rac-
ing action on October 4-5).

The Entry Info:  Entry forms
available at https://i-

30speedway.com/flyers/2019STN.
pdf.  Entry is just $100 and includes
driver pit pass for Friday and Sat-
urday if submitted by September
27.  Entries submitted after Sep-
tember 27 does not include driver
pit pass.

The Format:  Both nights will
feature a full card of heat and qual-
ifying races followed by feature
events.  The top 40 in passing
points each night will advance to
four qualifying races with the bal-
ance to “C” Mains.  Combined
points from heats and qualifiers will
set lineups for twin “B” Mains and
the “A” Main.

While there will be no lock-ins
from Fridayʼs $2,500-to-win prelim-
inary, the top two drivers in com-
bined passing/finishing points from
Friday and Saturday heats and
qualifiers that doesnʼt race into the
Saturday feature will be awarded
the 19th and 20th starting positions
in the Saturday night STN champi-
onship finale.  The 21st starting po-
sition is reserved for the 2019 I-30
Speedway track champion if
needed.

Saturday night heat races will
each offer up $100 to win courtesy
of Jenkins Fleet Services.

The top four in Saturday night
heat and qualifying race
passing/finishing points will com-
pete in the Mike Pack Building Ma-
terials “Dash for Cash” that will set

the lineup for the first two rows of
the 41-lap STN championship fi-
nale.  The Dash will pay $500 for
first, $250 for second, $150 for third
and $100 for fourth.

The “Red Shirt Dash” in honor of
Lanny Edwards for non-transfers
will pay as follows: 1st - $400, 2nd
- $300, 3rd - $250, 4th - $200, 5th -
$150, 6th - $100.

The Tickets:  Day of show prices
are $20 on Friday and $28 on Sat-
urday plus a $1 processing fee per
ticket if paying by credit/debit card.

Children's tickets will be avail-
able at the event only for just $1 on
both Friday and Saturday plus a $1
processing fee per ticket if paying
by credit/debit card.

To order tickets or for more in-
formation, check online at www.i-
30speedway or call the track at
501-455-4567. 

Pit passes are $35 on both Fri-
day and Saturday.

The Camping:  Track camping
for RVʼs in the pits is $50, reserved
for drivers with RVʼs first.

The parking on the west side of
the property is open for camping
and parking as well.  Parking is $10
per car.  Camping is $25 per night
with a maximum of $100 for any-
one that arrives on Tuesday night.

For more information regarding
I-30 Speedwayʼs Short Track Na-
tionals, check at www.i-30speed-
way.com or call 501-455-4567.

Donny Schatz celebrates his win on night one of the Boot Hill

Showdown at Dodge City Raceway Park. (Tim Aylwin photo)

CO
MP

 C
am

s S
ho

rt
Tr

ac
k 

Na
tio

na
ls

Entries Rolling in for
I-30 Speedwayʼs

Short Track Nationals



SELINSGROVE,
PA - When “The Blue-
grass Bandit” Darrell
Lanigan set out on the
road back in February
for a return to the
World of Outlaws Mor-
ton Buildings Late
Model Series tour this
year, he and his crew
had one goal set
higher than any other
– win as many races

as possible.
Now, after 36 Series starts this

season, theyʼve finally found the
way to Victory Lane. The work that
Lanigan and the team have put in
over the previous seven months
has finally paid off. Fittingly, Lani-
gan picked up his 73rd career Mor-
ton Buildings Feature win on
Saturday night at the very same
track he won his 72nd Feature at –
Selinsgrove Speedway, back on
Sept. 6, 2015.

Leading all 40 laps, the Union,
KY-native fended off the stiff com-
petition of Ricky Weiss and Bran-
don Sheppard for the win.

“It feels awesome. Our carʼs
been awesome this weekend.
Weʼve been working hard in the
shop and found some stuff on the
car we needed to fix, and weʼre def-
initely going in the right direction
now,” a smiling Lanigan said after
the race.

After a string of third-row results
in the redraw on the previous two
nights, Laniganʼs luck turned
around a bit on Saturday night. He
pulled the pole position after win-
ning his Drydene Heat Race and
made the most of it at the drop of
the green.

Wasting no time out of turn four,
Lanigan grabbed the lead and took
command of the field early on lap
one. An expertly prepared track
surface made for several lane
choice options, but Lanigan stuck
with the preferred lane around the
inside guardrail. That was, until a
win record-hungry Sheppard of-
fered up Laniganʼs biggest chal-
lenge for the lead all night on the
high side.

Gaining the momentum up top,
Sheppard got a run on Lanigan and
took a look to the outside as they
crossed the stripe to complete lap
two. But Lanigan knew better than
to let the 18-time winner slip by on
the outside, and quickly moved up
to block Sheppardʼs pass attempt.

This took the air off the Rocket1
Racing rideʼs nose and sent him
way up into the cushion, resulting
in several car lengths lost, as well
as the second position to Weiss,
who was right on Sheppardʼs tail
when Lanigan shut the door.

Weiss took the spot and carried
it into lapped traffic, where he al-
most gave it back on lap 29 in a
holdup with some slower traffic.
Weiss soon escaped the pickle and
continued on with Sheppard still
giving chase close behind.

Weiss made a few passes in
traffic on the high side when he had
to, but preferred to stick to the
cleaned-off bottom lane in order to
save tires.

A caution flag with seven laps
left restacked the field and gave
everyone behind a shot at the
leader. But Lanigan was too good
on the bottom. He drove away once
again after another yellow with
three laps remaining to claim his
first World of Outlaws win of the
year, and made up some more
points in the overall standings.

Lanigan is now a four-time Late
Model National Open winner at
“The Super Speedway of Dirt Track
Racing.” Performance in clean air
is crucial on these big half-mile
tracks, and he certainly had plenty
of that on Friday night. The two
restarts near the end gave those
behind him another chance to get
a run going, but they werenʼt in
clean air like he was.

For some perspective on how
big the turnaround has been for the
Club29 Chassis builder – Lanigan
went on a stretch of nine World of
Outlaws starts without a top-five
finish (Red Cedar Speedway on
July 14 to Port Royal Speedway on
August 17). Since Port Royal, heʼs
finished no worse than sixth, with a
runner-up at Stateline. The DLR
crew has been hard at work on
their hot rod over the past several
weeks, swapping out old chassis
parts and correcting other various
underbody issues, and the effort
has all come to the forefront late in
the season.

“Everybody puts in 100 percent,”
Lanigan said. “You work day-in and
day-out, like all the top teams do.
Youʼve just got to have a good,
dedicated crew that wants to win.”

As for Sheppard and the next in-
stallment of Rocket1ʼs chase for
win #19 on the year, the team will
have to try again in less than two

weeks when the Series heads to
the Southeast for three more races.
Sheppard said he had a good car
all throughout the Feature, but
should have made the move for the
lead even earlier than he tried to.

UP NEXT: The Outlaws will get
10 days off from Series competition
to prepare for a weekend back
down South, starting with a visit to
Lavonia Speedway on Thursday,
Oct. 3, Cherokee Speedway for the
inaugural Mike Duvall Memorial on
Oct. 4 and finishing at the 411
Motor Speedway on Oct. 5. Catch
all the action live on DIRTVision
with your Late Model Fast Pass
subscription.

Clanton Collects Win
#4 of 2019 at Outlaw,

Sheppard Still in
Search of Record

DUNDEE, NY - Since the driver
change just over three months ago,
Skyline Motorsports has really
turned their season around with
veteran pilot Shane Clanton behind
the wheel of the #25 Capital Race
Car.

Outrunning the record-chasing
Brandon Sheppard for the third
time this season, Clanton kept his
cool on a restart with three laps to
go and drove away from the
Rocket1 Racing driver to claim his
fourth World of Outlaws Morton
Buildings Late Model Series Fea-
ture win of 2019 in the second-ever
visit to Outlaw Speedway.

“Weʼve been working really hard
to get what weʼve got tonight,”
Clanton said after the race. “Hope-
fully, we can carry this momentum
through the rest of the year.”

“The Georgia Bulldog” made it
look easy, taking a clean sweep of
the night by setting quick time in
Qualifying, winning his Drydene
Heat Race and redrawing the out-
side pole before taking off on the
first lap and opening up a sizeable
advantage over Sheppard. 

Clantonʼs quick lap times and
Outlawʼs quarter-mile size allowed

the Zebulon, GA-native to catch the
rear of the field within the first 10
laps. He made quick work of the
first several lapped cars in line
while still maintaining his 2.5-sec-
ond advantage out front.

But soon, Sheppard began to
crack the whip a little harder, mak-
ing up almost a full second by the
time the raceʼs first caution flag flew
on lap 29. This erased Clantonʼs
lead and put “The Rocket Shepp”
right on his rear bumper for the first
restart, which he expertly handled.

Four more yellow flags were
thrown before the end of the race,
which gave Sheppard, still vying for
his record-breaking 19th Morton
Buildings Feature win of the year,
several chances to swipe at the
lead. But Clanton was simply not
going to be denied, and he only re-
ceived a few looks to his inside for
the lead. Including one from Chase
Junghans, who had a strong first
restart and grabbed the second
spot from Sheppard before relin-
quishing on a restart six laps later.

Sheppard shot around Jung-
hansʼ outside to take the runner-
up spot back, which he held
through the final stage of the race
to collect his 33rd top-five finish in
35 races. Overall, a solid night for
the Rocket Chassis team, but
Sheppard felt like he needed a few
more long stretches of green-flag
laps in order to catch Clanton and
have a shot at the lead. 

He ran most of the race in the
bottom lane, where he was able to
make up ground after the restarts.

“That one groove we were in
was the fastest way around,” Shep-
pard said. “You could move all over
in lapped traffic, but the line we
were in at the end looked to be the
fastest.”

While leader Clanton was deal-
ing with the pressure from behind
him, Sheppard was keeping a con-
scious eye towards staying in his
groove to avoid rapid tire wear,
which some other teams struggled
with over the course of 50 laps. 

(Continued Next Page)
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s Lanigan Gets First Tour Win
in Over 4 Years at

Selinsgrove Speedway

Darrell Lanigan takes the checkered flag for the win at Selinsgrove

Speedway. (Rick Neff photo)
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That also factored into
his decision to stay on
the bottom. 

As for Junghansʼ
night, he and the
ShopQuik team are
very proud of their
podium finish. Jung-
hans said itʼs been a
challenging last few
starts but can feel the
steady progress being
made.

After riding third in
Series points behind
leading Rookie of the
Year contender Ricky

Weiss for several weeks, Clanton
grabbed sole ownership of second
place in overall points with the win
on Friday night. As most driversʼ at-
titudes are towards points stand-
ings, Clanton isnʼt exactly keeping
score after every race, but knows
the win did reward him in the stand-
ings department and is still hungry
for more.

With respect to the finishing
order, it was a great night to be an
Outlaw at Outlaw Speedway.
Seven of the top-10 spots were
claimed by full-time WoO drivers,
just one night after the Northeast

locals had claimed three of the top
five spots in the visit to Stateline
Speedway.

Blair Dominates the

Outlaws for Second

Tour Win at Stateline
JAMESTOWN, NY - A sea of his

fans dressed in black-and-green
racing apparel adorned with the lo-
cally famous “111” graphics on
them filled Victory Lane. Newly
crowned two-time Stateline Speed-
way Super Late Model Track
Champion Max Blair had just
beaten the Outlaws at their own
game, a clean sweep of the night.

Blair turned the quickest lap of
27 cars in Qualifying to pick up the
first PFC Brakes Fast Time Award
of his career, which set him up for a
win in Drydene Heat Race #1. Re-
drawing the pole, Blair went on to
lead every lap in a dominating dis-
play of driving skill and lapped traf-
fic navigation for his second-career
World of Outlaws Morton Buildings
Late Model Series Feature win over
Darrell Lanigan and Dave Hess.

“This isnʼt just the cherry on top,
this is the whole sundae,” Blair said
of the win and how it sits alongside
his 40 other Feature victories be-
hind the wheel of a Late Model this

season.
But it was certainly no cakewalk.

Blair jumped out to the lead right
away and ran into lapped traffic in-
side of the first 15 laps. He swiftly
weaved in-and-out of the slower
cars, using both lanes, even
threading the needle in between
two cars at one point. All in an ef-
fort to escape the pressure coming
from the stiff competition behind
him.

The raceʼs only caution flag flew
with 28 circuits remaining for David
Scott, who blew a right-rear tire and
came to a stop in turn one. This
erased Blairʼs comfortable lead in
lapped traffic and restacked the
field, placing the hard-charging
Lanigan right on the #111ʼs rear
bumper.

A great restart by Blair gave him
the advantage he needed to keep
the field at bay. But lapped traffic
reared its challenging head again
with just 12 laps left.

After running much of the race in
the preferred low groove, Blair shot
up high in his first attempt to get
around the second wave of slower
cars but was met with heavy resist-
ance as Lanigan closed the gap.
Less than a car length separated
the two as they dove into turn one
with 11 laps remaining.

Blair kept at it and was able to
find his way around the slower cars
in the next few laps, opening up a
comfortable 1.7-second gap again
by the completion of lap 50.

This was a special win for the
Blair family. After so many years
coming to the third-mile Western
New York oval to watch his father,
Robbie, race and eventually build
his own library of experience, Max
finally has a win against a national
tour at Stateline.

Overall, a great showing by the
Titusville, PA-native, not to forget
the rest of the local crew as well.
Hess and Chub Frank were the
other two drivers in the top-five
when the checkers fell, making it
an even bigger win for the locals
against a national tour.

Hess ran a solid race through 50
laps, keeping his #44H on the
podium for every lap except three
in his battle for position with Lani-
gan and Shane Clanton. Preferring
the high line for most of the night,
Hess said it might have used his
tires up by the end, but he was
happy with his podium finish.

Blairʼs only previous WoO win
came at the McKean County Race-
way back in 2017, and heʼll savor
win number two at Stateline for a
lifetime.

SWEETWATER,
TN - The Southern All
Star Dirt Racing Se-
ries presented by
MaxFab made the an-
nual stop at the I-75
Raceway Saturday
night and a strong field
of 30 super late mod-
els entered for the 2nd
Annual Dirt Slinger
Classic and like in
2018 a new driver

picked up his first career Southern
All Star win as David Crabtree of
Maryville, TN., took home the
$4,000 payday.

Crabtree started on the pole and
then had to battle with Matt Hen-
derson on restarts and Henderson
caught up to Crabtree in lapped
traffic but Crabtree worked his way
around the lapped cars and then
took command late in the race as
he pulled ahead of Henderson for
the win. 

Matt Henderson came home in
the second spot with Trevor Sise
finishing third but due to an unap-
proved tire he was disqualified,

moving Riley Hickman to the third
spot, Kyle Courtney fourth and
David Webb fifth.

Finishing in the sixth spot was
Ronnie Johnson who started 16th,
seventh to 2018 race winner Coy
Hedgecock, eighth to Jordan Rod-
abaugh, ninth to Patrick Duggan
and tenth to Kurt English.
CRABTREE SPONSORS: Rocket
Chassis/Merriman Excavating/Ten-
nessee Valley Builders/Stanley
Best Heating & Air

RACE TIDBITS: Riley Hickman
was back after a three race ab-
sence in a new car from Jason
Welshan and had a good debut
with a third place finish.

Three time Southern All Star
champion Ronnie Johnson was
back and got the high side working
at I-75 and moved from 16th to 6th
in the 40 lap event.

Former Southern All Star 9:1 Se-
ries Champion Patrick Duggan was
back behind the Glenn Vanover car
this weekend in first Southern All
Star event in year.  Patrick came
home with a ninth place finish.

Points contenders all had rough

nights as David Breazeale battled
problems all night and finished
13th,  Mark Dodson has mechani-
cal problems and finished 21st and
Zach Leonhardi had motor issues
and did a start and park for a 23rd
place finish.

Great crowd on hand for the 2nd
Annual Dirt Slinger Classic pits
were full and Tim Kyle and his staff
are doing a great job at operating
this facility.

First time starts with the series
this year David Crabtree, Matt Hen-
derson, Kyle Courtney, David
Webb, Cory Hedgecock, Jordan

Rodabaugh, Patrick Duggan, Kurt
English, Ryan Tims, Dusty Carver,
Caleb Ashby, Jason Manley,
Shawn Chastain, Trevor Sise, Levi
Hicks, Jerry Ashley, Jerry Green,
Casey Turman,

Next race will be September
28TH at the Smoky Mountain
Speedway in Maryville, TN., a 50
lap $7.500 to win event that will
have increased starting money to
$500.

For more information concerning
the Southern All Stars contact Lynn
Acklin - General Manager: 256-
924-4546 www.sasdirt.com.
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s David Crabtree Scores
First Southern All Star Win

At I-75 Raceway

David Crabtree celebrates with his family and crew in victory lane

at I-75 Raceway. (Michael Moats photo)
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BROWNSTOWN,
IN - Hudson OʼNeal
captured one of the
biggest wins of his
racing career at his
home track on Satur-
day night. The 19-
year-old Indiana
native was victorious
in the 40th Annual
Jackson 100 at the
Brownstown Speed-
way.

OʼNeal took the
lead on lap 71 from

Devin Moran and sped to victory in
the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries-sanctioned event before a ca-
pacity crowd.

Moran tried to track down
OʼNeal in the late-going, but OʼNeal
held him off in the battle of young
guns. Don OʼNeal, the winnerʼs fa-
ther, finished in third followed by
Tim McCreadie and Nick Hoffman.

The first 50 laps of Brown-
stownʼs most prestigious race were
a battle for the lead between front
row starters Mike Marlar and
Moran. The two swapped the lead
on several occasions in the first half
of the race with Moran led at the
half-way mark.

Don OʼNeal joined in the hunt for
the top spot on lap 51 as he swept
by Marlar to take second. Don and
Hudson OʼNeal raced side-by-side
for second before Hudson was able
to finally clear his dad for the run-
ner-up spot on lap 58.

Both OʼNealʼs quickly chased
down Moran. Moran was able to
hold the point until lap 71 when the
younger OʼNeal was able to forge
ahead. With 29 laps remaining, the
running order had Hudson OʼNeal
in front with Moran, Hoffman, Don
OʼNeal and McCreadie in the top
five.

Hoffman was glued to the bot-

tom of the track. The open wheel
modified standout held the third po-
sition until lap 86 when both Don
OʼNeal and McCreadie slipped by
him.

In the late stages of the race,
both Moran and Don OʼNeal were
closing the gap on the former
Lucas Oil Rookie-of-the-Year, but
the youngster was able to keep
them at bay for the first Jackson
100 victory of his career.

It was a popular win for Hudson
OʼNeal as he went to Lucas Oil Vic-
tory Lane for the fourth time in
2019. “I am speechless right now. I
was counting down the laps for the
last ten laps. Thatʼs amazing and to
do it here on my home track. This is
where I grew up racing and I love it
every time I can come back here to
race and perform in front of these
wonderful fans. They have sup-
ported me for so long and from the
beginning and they have helped
me get where I am today.”

Moran, who finished second in
the Indiana Icebreaker in March,
was close to getting the first Brown-
stown win of his career. “That was
a tough one to lose. Congrats to
Hud on the win. Don was there too.
Our car couldnʼt steer as well as
theirs. I was hoping he [Hudson
OʼNeal] would move up. I think I
could have had a shot at him in the
last few laps.”

Don OʼNeal, giving his son a
bear hug in Victory Lane, came up
just short of his fifth-career Jackson
100. “I was wanting to get to the
lead. Man, what a racetrack. It was
a heck of show from the start. It
was a lot fun. I just love coming to
this track. This place is awesome.
This place has a lot of memories for
me.”

The winnerʼs Todd and Vickie
Burns, SSI Motorsports-owned
Longhorn Chassis is powered by a

Clements Racing Engine and spon-
sored by: Dyno One, West Side
Tractor Sales, Sub-Surface of Indi-
ana, Tarpy Trucking, VP Fuels,
Penske Shocks, Swift Springs,
Crawford Outdoor and OʼNeal Sal-
vage and Recycling.

Completing the top ten were
Tyler Erb, Shanon Buckingham,
Chris Madden, Josh Richards and
Mike Marlar.

Tyler Erb Scores
Kokomo Thriller

KOKOMO, IN - Tyler Erb won
the biggest late model race in the
72-year history of the Kokomo
Speedway on Friday night in front
of a packed house. The race
proved to be a barnburner as Erb
passed Hudson OʼNeal on the 47th
lap and then held off Jimmy Owens
to score his sixth Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series win of the sea-
son.

Owens charged from the four-
teenth starting spot to finish right
behind Erb at the checkers. Hud-
son OʼNeal had taken the lead on
lap eight from Billy Moyer Jr. and
received constant pressure
throughout the 50-lapper, making
for an exciting race for the lead
throughout the event.

Hudson OʼNeal began showing
signs of smoke and then jumped
the cushion in turn four as he and
Erb headed to the start-finish line to
complete lap 47. Erb was now out
in front for the first official time dur-
ing the race. Owens then got by
Hudson OʼNeal and began to track
down Erb. Don OʼNeal squeezed
by his son at the checkers to finish
third and Tim McCreadie finished
fifth behind the OʼNeal father and
son combo.

Erbʼs seventh career Lucas Oil
victory came in a hotly contested
race that saw three different lead-

ers. “Man, that was an exciting
race. We were all slicing and dicing
out there. I have watched videos
from this track and tried to emulate
what some of the sprint car guys do
here. We could get a great run off
of turn two and a couple of times I
had gotten by Huddy and then a
caution would come out. Thanks to
everyone at Best Performance for
giving me this opportunity to race
with them. Itʼs been a dream come
true and hopefully we arenʼt done
winning the rest of the year.”

Owens; who won a week at ago
at Knoxville; mostly used the low
groove during tonightʼs race to gain
spots and take shot at Erb on the
final lap. “I swung the car out wide
and I hoped to get a good bite off
of four but he [Erb] beat me to the
finish line. That was pretty good
race with OʼNeal and Erb. Once I
got up there, I thought here we go
again itʼs going to be another close
finish and it was.”

Don OʼNeal; who missed two
and a half months during the sum-
mer recovering from knee surgery;
earned a podium finish. “Itʼs been a
long-time since weʼve raced here. I
am not sure what was happening
with Hudsonʼs car whether it was a
motor or power steering, but I was
able to get underneath him at the
end.”

The winnerʼs Eric and Kelly
Brock-owned, Best Performance
Motorsports, Rocket Chassis is
powered by a Durham Racing En-
gine and sponsored by: Industrial
Resourcing Group, Roberts Bee
Company, New Point Lighting and
Design, Bazell Race Fuels,
Sunoco, Franklin Enterprises,
Valvoline, Keyser, and KBC
Graphix.

Completing the top ten were
Stormy Scott, Billy Moyer Jr., Devin
Moran, Bobby Pierce, and Josh
Richards.
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First Career Jackson 100 

Tyler Erb raced his way to the win at Kokomo Speedway, his sixth

series win of the season. (Paul Arch photo)

Hudson OʼNeal raced his way to his first career Jackson 100 at

Brownstown Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



W H E AT L A N D ,
MO - One win de-
serves another, and
Blake Hahn made it
one of the biggest of
his career; leading
start to finish for Sat-
urday's $10,000 score
in the 9th annual
Hockett/McMillin Me-
morial with the Lucas

Oil American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network.

Hahn's ninth career Saw-
Blade.com A-Feature victory with
the Lucas Oil American Sprint Car
Series presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network, the triumph
was enough to retake the series
point's lead from Sam Hafertepe,
Jr. by 20 markers. Hitting the turn-
four wall in his Last Chance Quali-
fier, Hafertepe's night ended one
spot shy of a transfer into the A-
Feature.

"I want to thank the fans for
hanging out for this awesome, long
race," stated Hahn of then night's
program, which was nearly claimed
by Mother Nature following a late
afternoon downpour that delayed
the Hockett/McMillin Memorial fi-
nale over two hours.

Grabbing the cushion from the
start, Hahn pulled away from pole
sitter, Josh Baughman, before the
caution lights blinked on with three
laps complete for Brinton Marvel.
Keeping pace with Hahn on the
restart, Blake tried the bottom
through turns three and four, nearly
allowing the No. 17 to get a run be-
fore finally moving to the top at both
ends of the Lucas Oil Speedway.

Getting into traffic with 10 laps
complete, Hahn began searching
for lines as Derek Hagar closed in
to challenge for second.

Getting the run under the No. 17
on Lap 14, Hagar pushed through
the fourth turn; tagging Baugh-
man's left front tire and sending him
flying up the track. Avoiding the flip
and the wall, Baughman recovered
in seventh.

Taking advantage of the situa-
tion, Dylan Westbrook peddled by
Hagar on Lap 17.

Reeling in Hahn numerous times
as the pair weaved through traffic,
the Sage Fruit, Co. No, 52 was able
to keep the No. 47x at bay all the
way to Lap 35. Peeling off the

cushion to clear a slower car in the
third and fourth turns, Hahn pushed
up the track and into the path of
Westbrook. With no time to react,
the two front runners slammed right
rear to left rear; sending Hahn over
the hood of the No. 47x, who in
turn, flipped off the exit of turn four.

"I hate to see anybody turn up-
side down," stated Hahn. "I was try-
ing to get underneath some lapped
cars and got into the slop down on
the bottom and just pushed up in
front of him. It was my fault."

Able to keep rolling, Hahn was
pursued on the restart by Pennsyl-
vania's Mark Smith.

Committed the bottom of the
three-eighths-mile oval, Smith tried
for the lead but couldn't make it
work as Hahn ran away over the
final five laps to a 2.271 seconds
advantage over the No. M1 with
Brady Bacon hard charging
through the field from 16th to com-
plete the podium. Derek Hagar
would slip to fourth with Seth
Bergman making a charge through
the field from 10th to complete the
top five.

Racing his way in through a B-
Feature, Matt Covington made up
for two rough nights to open his
Hockett/McMillin Memorial with a
run from 17th to sixth. Paul Nien-
hiser crossed seventh, followed by
Jonathan Cornell who moved up to
eighth from 13th. Ayton Gennetten
in ninth was trailed by Roger Crock-
ett in tenth.

Overall, the weekend saw 71
drivers in attendance from 15
states, as well as drivers from

Canada and Australia. The com-
bined attendance of both classes
put the overall at 132 Sprint Cars.

The next event for the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series is the
John Christner Trucking Fall Fling
Presented by James Hodge Ford
at Creek County Speedway in Sa-
pulpa, Okla. on Friday, October 11
and Saturday, October 12. Opening
at 5:30 P.M. followed by Hot Laps
at 7:00 P.M. with racing at 7:30 P.M.
(CT) both nights, Friday's show
with the Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network will
offer up $3,000 to win, $400 to start
with Saturday upping the bounty to
$4,000 to win, $400 to start.

More information on the John
Christner Trucking Fall Fling pre-
sented by James Hodge Ford will
be posted as the event dates near.
Creek County Speedway is located
at 18450 West Hwy. 66 between
Sapulpa and Kellyville. For more in-
formation on Creek County Speed-
way, including a complete lineup of
events and directions, log

onto www.creekcountyspeedway.c
o or call (918) 693-RACE (7223) or
(918) 838-3777. The track can also
be found on social media
at www.facebook.com/CreekCoun-
tySpeedway.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the nine Regional Tours
that make up ASCS Nation in 2019,
log onto www.ascsracing.com, fol-
low on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Baughman Flies To
Friday Night Score at

Hockett/McMillin
Memorial

WHEATLAND, MO - Denied the
win in Thursday's opener, Josh
Baughman was not about to let that
happen again as the Precision Cat-
alyst No. 17 led start to finish on the
second night of the General Tire
Hockett/McMillin Memorial with the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by the MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network.

With a fifth on Thursday to go
with his win, Baughman has se-
cured the pole for Saturday's
$10,000 to win Hockett/McMillin
Memorial finale.

"We've been close here and just
hadn't been able to get it done, so
this is pretty cool," commented
Baughman of his first career win at
Lucas Oil Speedway. "We have
Fischer Body Shop here and this is
their backyard, so it's really good to
win for them and everybody back
home. Aaron [Reutzel] won tonight
too at Williams Grove, so this is the
second time we've both won on the
same night. I feel like that says a lot
about our entire team."

Leading start to finish for his 
(Continued Next Page)
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The 9th Annual
Jesse Hockett/Daniel

McMillin Memorial

Blake Hahn celebrates in victory lane with his family after winning

the 9th Annual Jesse Hockett/Daniel McMillin Memorial. (Kenny

Shaw photo)

Josh Baughman celebrates in victory lane after winning on night

two of the Hockett/McMillin Memorial after being denied the win on

Thursday night. (Kenny Shaw photo)
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second career Saw-
Blade.com A-Feature
triumph, Baughman's
night was nearly cut
short a couple of times
as the cushion be-
came deeper and
deeper off the fourth
turn.

"It was getting nar-
row in turn-four. Just
real slick on exit to a
big curb and that wall
has gotten me plenty
of times here. I know
how bad it hurts and I
didn't want to give it up

for this team. I can't say enough for
Dylan and Wayne, plus we have
R.J. with us this weekend. These
guys gave me a badass car every
time we pulled onto the track
tonight."

Keeping Roger Crockett at bay
through a complete restart that
came after Sam Hafertepe, Jr. went
sideways and collected Bales,
Seavey, and Phillips, another red
on Lap 5 for Scott Bogucki saw the
Rocket Designs No. 11 take an-
other shot at the lead.

Pulling away to nearly three sec-
onds as the race cleared the half-
way point, one of Baughman's
encounters with the cushion al-
lowed Crockett to close in with Seth
Bergman in tow. Getting the run for
the runner-up spot on Lap 16, the
Young Tool Co. No. 23 grabbed the
spot on the following lap.

Making up more time on the No.
17, the red lights came on one last
time working Lap 19 for Brad Bow-
den who biked hard and flipped in
turn four.

Back to the 18th lap on the
restart, Bergman kept pace but
could not keep Baughman in strik-
ing distance with the Odessa,
Texas driver pulling away to a
0.621-second advantage at the
checkered flag over Seth Berman
with Roger Crockett holding on to
complete the podium.

Jumping from Victory Lane with
the POWRi Lucas Oil WAR Sprint
League 10th on the grid with the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries, Oklahoma's Brady Bacon
worked to a fourth-place finish with
Derek Hagar charging forward 14
positions to complete the top five.

Moving up 10 spots, Jack Dover
gabbed sixth with Blake Hahn ral-
lying in the last half of he feature to
climb from 18th to seventh. Up as
high as sixth from 17th, Mark Smith
ended up slipping to eighth with
Jonathan Cornell and Tim Crawley
making up the top ten.

With Preliminary Nights in the
books, Josh Baughman (312) will
be joined by Blake Hahn (305) on
the front row of Saturday's A-Fea-
ture. Roger Crockett (292), Derek
Hagar (286), Dylan Westbrook
(259), Paul Nienhiser (252), Ayrton
Gennetten (249), and Jack Dover
(249) made up the top eight that
automatically lock into the A-Fea-
ture. The remainder of the field will
start their night on one of four Last
Chance Qualifiers.

Overall, 71 drivers from 15
states and three counties have
taken part in the 2019 Jesse Hock-
ett/Daniel McMillin Memorial.

Hahn Triumphant In
Hockett/McMillin

Memorial Opener at
Lucas Oil Speedway
WHEATLAND, MO - The trip to

Victory Lane with the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network that has eluded Blake
Hahn for years finally became a re-
ality on Thursday night, as the Smi-
ley's Racing Products No. 52
battled tooth and nail through Night
1 of the 9th annual General Tire
Hockett/McMillin Memorial at
Lucas Oil Speedway.

"This is a win that I wanted really
bad. It's not Saturday night, but it's
still a big deal for me, especially
coming in here with 69 other driv-
ers," stated Hahn.

Blake's eighth career Saw-
Blade.com A-Feature victory with
the Lucas Oil American Sprint Car
Series presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network, the No. 52
took the green from the pole with
Josh Baughman in tow from the
third starting spot. Caution after the
first lap following contact between
Dylan Westbrook and Robbie Price
that sent the No. 21p around, the
caution lights came on again after
Lap 3 for Brandon Hanks who
slammed into the wall.

Rolling the bottom line on the
restart, Baughman showed a nose
to Hahn through the third and
fourth turns on Lap 4. Adjusting his
line low to keep the No. 17 at bay,
Hahn slipped out of the groove, let-
ting Baughman take the top spot.

Red working Lap 6 for Jeff
Swindell, who went airborne and
landed hard on the bottom frame
rails but was unharmed, Baugh-
man's lead was short-lived as Hahn
rolled by on the cushion through
turns one and two before diving the
bottom on turns three and four.

On the race for the lead, Hahn
stated, "I thought I need to run the
top, and then Josh came in and he

was working the bottom really well
in three and four. After he showed it
to me, I knew I needed to get down
there and just missed it. Once I got
by on the restart, I got back down
there and just focused on not letting
the car drift and it felt really good."

Putting distance on the No. 17,
Hahn continued to work the top of
turns one and two and the hub of
turns three and four. Finding traffic
on Lap 15, Blake's road was
blocked, giving the Fischer Body
Shop No. 17 a hole to retake the
lead on Lap 16.

Diving to the bottom entering
turns three to block Baughman
from getting the line, the two
tapped tires, forcing Josh up the
track and giving the race lead back
to Hahn on Lap 17. Red flag the fol-
lowing lap for Jay Russell, who
went over after tagging an infield
tire, Hahn brought the field back to
green two more times after that;
Sam Hafertepe, Jr. clipped a tire on
the restart, followed by Jack Dover
going around on Lap 19.

Green for the final time with six
laps to run, Hahn darted away as
Baughman came under fire from

Paul Nienhiser and Dylan West-
brook. Contact with the No. 47x
who squeezed between the No. 17
and the wall off the fourth turn, the
rub sent Josh sideways as the field
clicked off Lap 21 but was able to
recover and avoid a caution.

With the race for second giving
Hahn all the room he needed,
Blake hit the finish line 0.900 sec-
onds ahead of Dylan Westbrook,
who came through the field from
eighth. Paul Nienhiser grabbed
third with Derek Hagar moving from
seventh to fourth. Josh Baughman
ended up getting shuffled back to
fifth.

Roger Crockett in sixth was fol-
lowed by Ayrton Gennetten. Mov-
ing up from 12th, Sean McClelland
grabbed eighth with Kameron Key
grabbing his first career top-ten fin-
ish with the National Tour. Falling
back to 16th at the mid-point of the
A-Feature, Harli White came back
to finish 10th.

A field of 70 drivers from 15
states and three countries were on
hand to open the 9th annual Gen-
eral Tire Hockett/McMillin Memorial
at Lucas Oil Speedway.
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HAGERSTOWN,
MD - For the first time
in over 36 years, the
Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet
All Star Circuit of
Champions presented
by Mobil 1 made their
presence at the half-
mile at Hagerstown
Speedway in Hager-
stown, Maryland. The

near-four decade hiatus may have
created some uncertainty for many
of the full-time All Stars attempting
to tackle the northern Maryland
oval, but if one thing was for certain
at the conclusion of Sundayʼs visit,
nobody was a match for Clute,
Texasʼ Aaron Reutzel.

Reutzel, driver of the familiar
Baughman-Reutzel Motor-
sports/Folkens Brothers Truck-
ing/Dissolvalloy/Fischer Body
Shop/Hollywood Blasting & Coat-
ing/No. 87 sprint car, started from
the pole position on the Hager-
stown grid and never missed a
beat, eventually leading all 30 cir-
cuits while maintaining a lead push-
ing four circuits during different
segments of the main event. For
Reutzel, the $5,000 triumph in-
creases his season win count to
15, five of which taking shape dur-
ing the month of September.

In addition, the Hagerstown
Speedway victory all but sealed

Reutzelʼs 2019 All Star champi-
onship fate. Taking into considera-
tion his 148-point lead over Dale
Blaney, a simple qualifying attempt
during the Eldora Speedway finale
on Saturday, September 28, will
make his title official. 

“We had a phenomenal race car,
thatʼs for sure,” Aaron Reutzel ex-
plained in Hagerstown Speedway
victory lane. “I felt like I could go
anywhere. When you have a car
that good, you can kinda go around
there at your own pace and save
your stuff. Having a tire at the end
is a big deal in racing today. The
way these race tracks are out here,
you have to have a tire at the end.”

Reutzelʼs campaign at the front
of the field was interrupted by a pair
of cautions, one on lap seven and
another on lap 21. Despite each of
the stoppages snapping command-
ing leads, just over two seconds on
lap six and just under three sec-
onds on lap 20, Reutzel remained
collected. In fact, the only instance
of pressure from a fellow competi-
tor occurred during a segment of
green flag action in traffic when
Danny Dietrich, who started third
on the grid, drove into second on
lap 15, next setting his aim on
Reutzel. The Gettysburg, Pennsyl-
vania-native was able to continue
to use slower cars to a slight ad-
vantage, ultimately chopping

Reutzelʼs four-second command
down to 2.9 seconds just before the
lap 21 caution.

Although the ensuing restart set-
up a prime opportunity for Dietrich
to pounce, his speed proved no
match for Reutzelʼs mobility in
clean air. The Texan quickly es-
caped and built a lead that equaled
2.59 seconds by the time the final
checkers flew.

Freddie Rahmer followed Diet-
rich and Reutzel to the finish, with
Dale Blaney and Brian Brown in
tow.

“I have bills to pay,” Aaron
Reutzel laughed when discussing a
successful last few weeks. “We are
all out here having fun, but we con-
tinue to work really hard. We want
to win. The whole team wants to
win. And we have a lot of people
who help make this all possible, my
crew, Cheeseburger and Jim Bob,
included.”

Last on the schedule, but
packed with plenty of prestige,
Tony Stewartʼs All Star Circuit of
Champions will conclude their 2019
campaign with one final stop in the
Buckeye State, set to invade the
Worldʼs Greatest Dirt Track for the
48th running of the 4-Crown Na-
tionals.

Joining the stage with all three
national touring divisions of the
United States Auto Club (USAC),
Tony Stewartʼs All Star Circuit of
Champions will invade the high-
banks of Eldora Speedway on Sat-
urday, September 28. Not only will
the Series crown a 2019 champion,
but the 4-Crown Nationals program
will award a $5,000 payday.

Those seeking additional news
and notes pertaining to Eldora
Speedwayʼs 4-Crown Nationals

should visit Eldora Speedway live
on the Web at www.eldoraspeed-
way.com.

Brian Montieth Gets
by Aaron Reutzel to
Score Dirt Classic 

Victory Worth $20,000
ABBOTTSTOWN, PA - Earning

a second $20,000 Dirt Classic vic-
tory at the ʻFabulousʼ Lincoln
Speedway is a feat in itself, but to
hold back a hard-charging Danny
Dietrich, as well as one the nationʼs
leading sprint car winners, Aaron
Reutzel, in the process is down
right impressive.

Known as ʻThe Edge,ʼ Brian
Montieth, a name certainly synony-
mous with victories and champi-
onships in the Pigeon Hills,
accomplished such a feat, leading
the final 16 circuits on Saturday
night, September 21, to secure his
place in Dirt Classic history, again.

“The boys do all of their home-
work. Iʼm just the lucky one who
gets to stand up here,” a humble
Brian Montieth said in Lincoln
Speedway victory lane, who
earned his first Dirt Classic title in
2015. “All the work is done at the
shop through the week. I just canʼt
thank everyone enough.”

Although starting from the pole
position, Montieth, driver of the
H&H Contractor/XXX
Chassis/Beerhill Gang/No. 21
sprint car, did not take command
for the first time until lap 25, wrap-
ping-up what turned out to be a 24-
lap battle with recent Tommy
Classic winner and current Ollieʼs
Bargain Outlet All Star Circuit of
Champions presented by Mobil 1 

(Continued Next Page)
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All Star Victory of 2019 in
Dominating Fashion at
Hagerstown Speedway

Brian Montieth celebrates his Dirt Classic win in victory lane at

Lincoln Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)

Aaron Reutzel celebrates his 15th win of the season in victory lane

at Hagerstown Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

point leader, Aaron
Reutzel.

Utilizing his well-
known line around the
outer edge of the
speedway, Montieth
stalked Reutzel lap
after lap before exe-
cuting his winning
move in turns three
and four, eventually
slingshotting around
the 14-time All Star
Circuit of Champions
winner in 2019 to take
control before the
leaders raced back to

the flatstand.
A red flag period on lap 11 for

Dillsburgʼs Anthony Macri, who was
battling within the top-five at the
time of the caution, incidentally set
the stage for Montiethʼs eventual
takeover. The ensuing restart al-
lowed Reutzel the opportunity to
control in clean air, but Montieth
stayed in his tracks, eventually
knocking down Reutzelʼs command
that pushed to 1.5 seconds on lap
17 to less than a second by lap 20.

By lap 21, the top-two, as well as
Dietrich, who raced into third from
18th on lap 13, were under a blan-
ket. With slower traffic now creating
a road black for Reutzel around the
bottom of the speedway, Montieth
jumped to the top and made his
move, executing his slingshot ac-
tion in turn three of lap 25.
“This is great for the team leading
into the next few weeks,” Brian
Montieth said. “Honestly, leading

here sucks in lapped traffic. Aaron
(Reutzel) was doing everything he
had to do. I just got lucky and was
able to get around him.”

Using a last lap pass to also get
around Aaron Reutzel, Dietrich
chased Montieth to the final check-
ers, followed by Reutzel, Freddie
Rahmer and Brian Brown. The All
Star triumph bumps Montiethʼs win
total to five with the Series, four of
which at Lincoln Speedway.

“Love me or hate me, sounds
like everyone enjoyed that one,” an
elated Danny Dietrich said. “I feel
like all we can do is run second
here. Maybe next year we can do
one better.”

Reutzel Leads All

Stars to Williams

Grove Speedway

Victory Lane for

Second Time in 2019
MECHANICSBURG, PA - Less

than a month after etching his
name in Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet All
Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 history books by
becoming the first full-time Series
regular to defeat the Pennsylvania
Posse at Williams Grove Speed-
way, Clute, Texas-native Aaron
Reutzel achieved the once-elusive
feat yet again, this time during
Tommy Hinnershitz Memorial com-
petition on Friday night, September
20.

Ultimately a wire-to-wire per-
formance by the defending All Star
champion, the route to Williams
Grove Speedway victory lane was

far from plain sailing, as Reutzel
was forced to withstand continuous
pressure from Kasey Kahne Rac-
ingʼs James McFadden, as well as
a late charge by The Groveʼs all-
time win leader, Lance Dewease.
Impressive enough, Reutzelʼs vic-
tory bumps his All Star win total to
an impressive 14 in 2019, simulta-
neously increasing his champi-
onship point lead to 98 markers
over six-time champion, Dale
Blaney.

Despite a last-ditch effort to drive
around Reutzel during the final two
circuits, Dewease was forced to
settle for second, followed by Gio
Scelzi, James McFadden and Brian
Montieth.

“Hats off to this crew. This was
one hell of a team effort,” an elated
Aaron Reutzel said in victory lane,
driver of the Baughman-Reutzel
Motorsports No. 87 sprint car.
“Twenty second laps around this
place is really hard. Weʼve been
working at trying to get better in the
slick. Tonight, we basically opened
our Port Royal notebook and put
that in our car. It was like magic
again. Our format is nice because
it gives us a chance to test. Itʼs nice
to go out in the dash and try
things.”

Launching to a convincing com-
mand right from the drop of the
green, Aaron Reutzel led the first
handful of circuits without a hiccup
keeping McFadden, Dewease and
Scelzi in check as the first eight cir-
cuits checked off the counter. Just
as the lead cars were about to hit
slower traffic for the first time, yel-
low flags appeared giving Reutzel

the opportunity to start fresh in
clean air.

When green flag action com-
menced, Reutzel returned to his fa-
miliar pace, once again relying on
the cushion through turns one and
two and the bottom groove through
turns three and four. By the time
the Texan found the back of the
field on lap 18, McFadden and
Dewease had found Reutzel, soon
creating a three-car battle for the
top spot.

Lap after lap, McFadden
hounded Reutzel for the lead keep-
ing the No. 87 within a car length
through lap 27. In a desperate at-
tempt to drive around Reutzel the
following circuit, McFadden
charged to the top of the corner at
the entrance of turn three, hoping
to use the cushion as a slingshot to
drive around the All Star point
leader. Unfortunately for McFad-
den, the move to the top proved
costly, eventually resulting in a pair
of lost spots to Dewease and Gio
Scelzi.

Now with Reutzel in clear view,
Dewease attempted to chase down
the front-runner during the final two
circuits. Although closing in to a half
second, Dewease was out of time.

“I kept watching the scoreboard
and I kept seeing McFadden in
second,” Reutzel continued. “When
Dewease got into second, I could
kinda hear someone behind me. I
wanted to try and run harder, but at
the same time, I didnʼt want to get
caught up in any of the lapped
cars.”

The Tommy Hinnershitz Memo-
rial triumph earned Reutzel $6,000.

Oll
ie’

s B
ar

ga
in 

Ou
tle

t
All

 St
ar

 Ci
rc

uit
 of

 Ch
am

pio
ns

HIGH POINT, NC -
The Bobby Labonte
Foundation, founded
by NASCAR Cham-
pion and Hall of Fame
race car driver and
High Point business-
man Bobby Labonte,
set another new
record for participa-
tion, with more than
400 riders joining the
annual Bobby Labonte

Foundation Charity Bike Ride on
September 7. The weekend's activ-
ities raised a total of $50,000 for
this year's charity grant recipients:
High Point LEAP, Big Brothers Big
Sisters of the Central Piedmont,
Inc. and High Point Swim Club.

The funds were raised through

sponsorships, rider registration
fees, participant fundraising, and a
cocktail party and silent auction
hosted by Markor, which sold out
again this year. It was the ninth
year for the foundation's Charity
Bike Ride, which has continued to
grow its participation numbers. The
organizations receiving donations
applied for grants through the
Bobby Labonte Foundation earlier
this year, and align with the foun-
dation's mission to help build
stronger foundations for children
and families in the Triad area.

"We are thrilled about the
turnout for my annual Charity Bike
Ride," said Bobby Labonte. "It was
a community effort by the volun-
teers who organized everything,
the sponsors who supported us

and the participants who
fundraised and rode with us. Even
the organizations receiving our
grants volunteered the day of the
Charity Bike Ride. We are so proud
to be part of the High Point com-
munity and humbled to be able to
help children and families by do-
nating $50,000 to these local non-
profits."

The schedule featured two new
events this year, the Mayor's Ride,
a free ride through the streets of
downtown High Point with Mayor
Jay Wagner, and FamFest, pre-
sented by Ilderton Dodge Chrysler
Jeep. Children and families from
around the area joined in the Fam-
Fest fun at the Mendenhall Trans-
portation Terminal, which featured
a NASCAR race car simulator,
bounce houses, a dunk tank,
games, food, face painting, local
vendors and free hot dogs from
Cook Out.

"The Bobby Labonte Foundation
brought another successful event

to our great city," said Tim Ilderton,
CEO of Ilderton Chrysler Dodge
Jeep.

"Their cocktail party and silent
auction, highlighting the newest fur-
niture building, Markor, was an
event many High Pointers en-
joyed. Congratulations to Kristin
and Bobby Labonte, they have truly
made a difference in our children's
future security and education. Ilder-
ton was proud to be a part of this
event."

The week before the ride, the
Bobby Labonte Foundation once
again held a kids' bike build and
surprise giveaway.

50 bikes donated by Colavita
went to children in the Guilford
County Guardian ad Litem pro-
gram, and the foundation provided
new helmets.

For more information about the
Bobby Labonte Foundation, the
Charity Bike Ride, or to become a
future sponsor, visit bobbylabonte-
foundation.org.
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Bristol Dragway
BRISTOL, TN - A

car show featuring
hundreds of the most
iconic vehicles of the
“Bow-tie” brand and a
drag racing spectacu-
lar come together
once again for the
Bristol Chevy Show
and Beef ʻOʼ Bradyʼs
Thunder Valley May-
hem, Sept. 27-29 at
legendary Bristol
Dragway.

The popular Bris-
tol Chevy Show, which
arrives at Thunder Val-
ley for the 39th con-

secutive year, is known to
showcase some of the most excit-
ing bracket and exhibition racing in
the region. The combination of the
car show and Saturday, Sept.
28th's Beef 'O' Brady's Thunder
Valley Mayhem, makes the week-
end an absolute must for any auto-
motive and racing fan.

"The Bristol Chevy Show at
Thunder Valley remains one of the
most popular events of its kind,"
said Jerry Caldwell, executive vice
president and general manager of
Bristol Motor Speedway and Drag-
way. "It is the premier event for
Chevy devotees with many swap
meet vendors and hundreds of
show cars and race cars. The hot-
rodding enthusiast will not want to
miss all that this weekend has to
offer."

At Saturday's Beef O'Brady's
Thunder Valley Mayhem, guests
should prepare themselves for the
ultimate evening of entertainment.
With racing sessions scheduled for
5:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., fans will
be amazed by some extremely fast
machines, and be provided with
plenty of edge-of-your-seat excite-
ment. Many of drag racingʼs coolest
Pro Mods, Nostalgia Funny Cars
and powerful Jet Dragsters will pro-
vide fast racing action on the his-
toric dragstrip.

The fan experience will be inten-
sified when the Team FMX
freestyle bikes soar high in the sky
and a spectacular fireworks display
will light up the night to put an ex-
clamation point on the evening of
fun.

Attendees will have plenty to
keep them busy throughout the
weekend. Fans will get to see
some of the best bracket racing in
the country and a spectacular se-
lection of some of the region's best
classic and modern Chevrolets.

Those who want to shop for new
products to complete their restora-
tion projects should visit the per-

formance and restoration market-
place. If that hard-to-find used part
is nowhere to be found, the car cor-
ral and used parts swap meet is
definitely the place to go.

Spectator gates open Friday at
9 a.m. and a test & tune is sched-
uled from noon-6 p.m. On Satur-
day, gates open at 7:30 a.m. and
racer time trials run from 8:30 a.m.
until 1 p.m. The Saturday bracket
race begins at 1 p.m. and the car
show series special awards will be
presented at 4 p.m. The two pro
rounds of racing, including Pro
Mod, Nostalgia Funny Cars and Jet
Dragsters, in the Beef ʻO' Brady's
Thunder Valley Mayhem are
scheduled for 5:30 and 7:30 p.m.
On Sunday, gates open at 8 a.m.
and racer time trials run from 9 a.m.
until noon. The Sunday bracket
race starts at 12:30 p.m. and there
are Pro Mod racing rounds set for
1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. The car
show series event awards will be
presented at 4 p.m.

Tickets are available for this ac-
tion-packed, excitement-filled
weekend at Bristol Dragway, start-
ing at $10 for Friday and $20 for
single-day entry on Saturday or
Sunday. A Saturday/Sunday combo
ticket is available for $30. Tickets
for children ages 10-and-under are
$10 for the weekend or $5 per day.

For more information and to pur-
chase tickets for the Bristol Chevy
Show weekend, visit BristolDrag-
way.com or call 423-BRISTOL.

Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON, SC - Nearly a

year has passed since the tragic
death of City of Florence Police
Sgt. Terrence Carraway. Carraway,
a lifelong resident of Darlington,
S.C., was killed in the line of duty
on October 3, 2018, but his mem-
ory continues to live on and his
hometown track, Darlington Race-
way, wants to continue to honor
him for years to come.

On November 1, the track will
host its second consecutive 5K
event, but with a new name. The
event will now be titled the Terrence
Carraway Memorial 5K with pro-
ceeds from the event benefiting the
Terrence F. Carraway Foundation,
a 501c3 non-profit, which is raising
donations for a new South Carolina
Fallen Officers Memorial Park in his
honor on Main St. in Darlington.

The goal of the Memorial Park is
to honor fallen South Carolina po-
lice officers and canines who lost
their lives in the line of duty.

The 5K, slated to begin at 6:30
p.m., will run under the lights at
Darlington Raceway for the second
consecutive year.

“Weʼre excited to bring back the
5K event to Darlington Raceway.
Itʼs our honor to rename the event
the Terrence Carraway Memorial
5K and have the proceeds benefit
the Terrence F. Carraway Founda-
tion,” track President Kerry Tharp
said. “We encourage runners of all
ages to register early for this event
and enjoy a unique experience run-
ning under the lights, while con-
tributing to a worthy and
meaningful cause.”

Participants may pre-register on-
line for the event for a fee of $25
per participant by visiting
https://DarlingtonRaceway5K.itsy-
ourrace.com/register/. Day-of reg-
istration will be $30 per person.

Packet pickup for the 5K will be
available on Thursday, October 31,
at the Darlington Raceway Mu-
seum, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. or on
event day at the track beginning at
5 p.m.

The 5K course will start and end
at the start-finish line of the race
track. All participants will receive a
t-shirt for running in the event.

Sponsorship and vendor oppor-
tunities are available by contacting
Tyler Grube, Director of Corporate
Sales, at 843-395-8877 or
tgrube@darlingtonraceway.com.

You can keep up with all of the
latest news from Darlington Race-
way at DarlingtonRaceway.com, on
Facebook at Facebook.com/Dar-
lingtonRaceway and on Twitter at
Twitter.com/TooToughToTame.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Dirt here, dirt

there, dirt EVERYWHERE! Con-
voys of excavators, diggers and
dump trucks have invaded Tal-
ladega Superspeedway as crews
are working on a major part of the
Transformation Infield Project pre-
sented by Graybar – the Alabama
Gang Superstretch RV area. It will
be ready for fansʼ arrival for the up-
coming doubleheader NASCAR
Playoffs weekend (Oct. 11-13) fea-
turing the 1000Bulbs.com 500 and
the Sugarlands Shine 250.

Along the majority of the length
of the Alabama Gang Superstrech
construction workers are using
heavy machinery to dig, level and
then add gravel to the
all-new RV area,
which will add nearly
200 reserved camp-
ing spots and offer
fans an incredible
view of the wild back-
stretch racing, plus
electrical and water
hookups.

On the opposite
side of the mammoth

infield, much of the detailed work is
being done throughout the Tal-
ladega Garage Experience, the
focal point of the Transformation In-
field Project presented by Graybar.
It will allow fans to be immersed
into the sport like never before at
the famous 2.66-mile venue that is
celebrating its 50th Anniversary this
year.

Inside the Talladega Garage Ex-
perienceʼs centerpiece – the Open
Air Social Club – work continues on
the 74-foot Sugarlands Shine Bar
that stretches across the backside
of the massive 35,000 square foot
building and is an added attraction
for fans. Another bonus for fans will
be a huge 41-foot diagonal video
screen high above the bar that will
feature the on-track action as well
as other visuals for fans to see.

The Open Air Social Club will
offer an array of comfortable seat-
ing and will be lined on both sides
by two garages that will house the
top 22 drivers (11 in each) in the
premier series. Fans who purchase
a Garage Experience admission
will receive “up-close” access in-
side each garage bay via the fan
viewing walkway where they will be
just feet away from where the race
cars are being prepped by the race
teams.

Earlier in the week, NASCAR
Hall of Famer and team owner
Richard Childress seemed to be in
his natural element when he
hopped in a Caterpillar front end
loader and helped bring in some
dirt to one of the many landscaped
areas throughout the 140,000
square foot Garage Experience so-
cial space. While he was here, Chil-
dress and track officials announced
that prior to the 1000Bulbs.com
500, Childress will lead the field to
the green flag in the authentic black
No. 3 Chevrolet that carried Dale
Earnhardt to his final career win in
2000.

Railing is also going up around
the new “old-school” style winnerʼs
circle, where fans will get an up-
close view of all the victorʼs cele-
brations in Gatorade Victory Lane
in Celebration Plaza. A lot of pres-
sure washing and cleaning the

(Continued Next Page)
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exterior of the build-
ings are also taking
place.

Other buildings
showing advancement
include the Pit Road
Club, concession and
restroom complexes,
two other garages (not
affixed to the Open Air
Social Club), and
Guest Services. Work
is also progressing on
the Race Operations
building that sits high
above the Tri-Oval
that will house

NASCAR Race Control, LIVE Net-
work Television and Radio, as well
as public address announcers.

The Talladega Garage Experi-
ence will stretch from the center of
the Tri-Oval down near the start-fin-
ish line and will also have FREE
Wi-Fi. Other items fans can enjoy
include incredible $4 or less Value-
Priced Concessions, an entertain-
ment stage for local music, Driver
Q&Aʼs and other interviews, and
social areas including a Watch
Zone, Kids Zone and the Clyde
Mayʼs Courtyard. Guests with a Tal-
ladega Garage Experience pass
will also have access to Sundayʼs
pre-race ceremonies and Driver In-
troductions at the Start-Finish line!

The Transformation Infield Proj-
ect presented by Graybar is part of
International Speedway Corpora-
tionʼs (Talladegaʼs parent company)
long-term capital allocation plan
and reinvestment into its major mo-
torsports complexes. DLR Group is
the architect of the entire project
while Hoar Construction leads
Phase II. GT Grandstands (Plant
City, FL) is constructing the Race
Operations tower, as well as the Pit
Road Club that will house 600
guests who will get a birds-eye
view of team pit stops from behind
pit road, along with food and bev-
erages.

Fans can learn more about the
project and view the progress 24/7
via the construction cam by visiting
www.talladegasuperspeedway.com
/transformation. For ticket informa-
tion on the trackʼs NASCAR dou-
bleheader playoffs weekend, and
all things on Transformation and
the Talladega Garage Experience,
log onto www.talladegasuper-
speedway.com or call 855-518-
7223 (RACE).

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - The second

running of the Bank of America
ROVAL™ 400 is one week from

commencing at Charlotte Motor
Speedway. Before NASCARʼs
most spectacular showcase of
Playoff drama, road course excite-
ment and high-speed competition
gets underway, hereʼs a look at
some attractions no fan can miss
when taking in all there is to offer at
Americaʼs Home for Racing:

• Ride the Ferris Wheel: Looking
to witness the Bank of America
ROVAL™ 400 from a birdʼs-eye
view? Race fans can ride a giant,
LED-lit 90-foot Ferris wheel pow-
ered by Renu Energy Solutions at
the Turn 4 Sun Deck throughout
race weekend – taking the race
weekend fun to new heights. Rides
are FREE for fans with a race
ticket.

• Chris Lane Pre-Race Concert:
Fans can enjoy a FREE pre-race
concert featuring Chris Lane, one
of country musicʼs hottest rising
stars, on the frontstretch at 12:30
p.m. The Big Loud Records artist,
who attended college and played
baseball at nearby University of
North Carolina-Charlotte, will per-
form songs from his latest chart-
topping album, “Laps Around the
Sun,” including the PLATINUM-cer-
tified smash hit “Take Back Home
Girl” featuring Tori Kelly.

Rock The ROVAL™: Once the
checkered flag falls on Saturdayʼs
Drive for the Cure 250 presented
by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
North Carolina, crank up the vol-
ume with the Rock the ROVAL™
Party in the infield, which features
a concert with Yacht Rock Revue –
the “greatest show on surf” – per-
forming hits from the 1970s and
1980s, as well as a concert with
country music star Tim Dugger.
Drivers including Ryan Blaney and
Corey Lajoie will make appear-
ances at the speedwayʼs Trackside
Live stage. Ticketholders to the
Bank of America ROVAL™ 400 or
the Drive for the Cure 250 pre-
sented by Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of North Carolina will have
FREE admission.

• Experience the ROVAL™ First
Hand: Take the race-week ride-
along of a lifetime with NASCAR
Racing Experience. Featuring nu-
merous options to suit every fanʼs
needs, a ride on the ROVAL™ pro-
vides fans with an up-close look at
the challenges drivers face and an
unforgettable experience on the in-
novative course. Book your
ROVAL™ Racing Experience at
https://www.nascarracingexperi-
ence.com/roval/ or call 704-886-
2400.

• Fan Zone Fun: Race fans of all
ages will find plenty of fun displays,
music, games and interactive at-

tractions throughout the speed-
wayʼs Fan Zone.  At the expansive
Bank of America display, fans can
race the ROVAL™ on a slot car
race track, simulators and
NASCAR Heat 4. Fans can take a
photo with a life-sized Bank of
America ROVAL™ 400 logo, and a
local artist will be painting the
Grand Marshal car into a rolling
work of art highlighting Bank of
Americaʼs local community part-
ners.

Fans can also check out the
Monster Energy freestyle mo-
tocross show, excavator demon-
strations by Caterpillar, an Air
Force flight simulator virtual reality
experience, a rock-climbing wall
and inflatable fun in the Atrium
Health Play Zone for kids, plus dis-
plays by Toyota, Advance Auto
Parts, NGK Spark Plugs, Tommy
Pike Customs and many more.

• Grab a Souvenir Race Pro-
gram: Souvenir programs remain
one of the longest traditions – and
most collectible items – fans can
find at Americaʼs Home for Racing.
This yearʼs Bank of America
ROVAL™ 400 souvenir program
cover features a colorful layout of
the 2.28-mile, 17-turn ROVAL™
with an image of the unforgettable
2018 race finish featuring winner
Ryan Blaney as well as Jimmie
Johnson and Martin Truex Jr. Fans
will find plenty of in-depth stories
about drivers, teams and the
speedwayʼs illustrious history
packed into the program's pages.
Additionally, redeem the voucher
inside the program for a lineup
sheet poster detailing the field for
the race. Programs are on sale on
the concourse as well as at gate
entrances.

• Bite into a Pickle Sandwich or
Sip Some Melonhead Shine
In addition to Rocky ROVAL™ ice
cream – a salted caramel-flavored
ice cream paired with bits of marsh-
mallow and candied bacon – fans
should try the new Melonhead
Shine, a refreshing, watermelon
mixed drink with moonshine, Sprite
and lemon. If youʼre looking for a
unique sandwich, give the pickle
sandwich: a new, made-to-order
delicacy like no other.

• Pit Stop Pier: This sandy, is-
land-inspired oasis near Oval Turn
1 gives fans a chance to cool off in
a tropical atmosphere thatʼs close
to the action as cars go from the
ROVAL™ infield corners to the
high-speed, 24-degree banked
turns. Fans can kick back, relax
and enjoy a drink and a snack in a
unique setting fit for fans seeking a
new experience, featuring a 1960s-
themed Richard Petty boat as well

as island-themed decorations and
games.

• Visit the STEM Expo: Donʼt
miss out on the STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Math)
Expo at zMAX Dragway on Sept.
27 prior to Bojanglesʼ Qualifying.
More than 1,500 students from
across the Carolinas will attend the
event, which begins at 9 a.m. The
STEM EXPO gives attendees an
educational, in-depth look into how
the technologically advanced world
of motorsports operates and
evolves through lessons on sub-
jects like acceleration, friction and
G-force. The expo features more
than 50 interactive stations display-
ing attractions including NASCAR
inspection laser technology and re-
action-testing platforms. Among the
additional displays are Carolinas
Aviation, the Queen City Robotics
Alliance and U-Race Simway.

TICKETS: Tickets and camping
packages for the Bank of America
ROVAL™ 400 are available at the
gates, by visiting charlottemotor-
speedway.com/tickets or calling 1-
800-455-FANS (3267). Weekend
packages start at just $79. Kids 13
and under get in FREE for Bojan-
glesʼ Qualifying on Sept. 27 and the
Drive for the Cure 250 presented
by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
North Carolina on Sept. 28. Kidsʼ
tickets to the Bank of America
ROVAL™ 400 cost just $10.

KEEP TRACK: Fans can con-
nect with Charlotte Motor Speed-
way by following on Twitter and
Instagram or becoming a Facebook
fan. Keep up with all the latest
news and information with the
Charlotte Motor Speedway mobile
app.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - The world-famous

Budwesier Clydesdales will appear
in Dover International Speedwayʼs
FanZone throughout the Monster
Mileʼs upcoming NASCAR triple-
header weekend from Oct. 4-6,
capping the trackʼs 50th Anniver-
sary season.

The Budweiser Clydesdales will
be on display throughout the week-
end, including during special photo
opportunities at 10:30 a.m. on Sun-
day, Oct. 6 and noon on Saturday,
Oct. 5 in front of the Monster Mon-
ument at Victory Plaza following
parades around the property. 

The Budweiser Clydesdales,
Americaʼs most famous marketing
icon, first appeared in 1933 follow-
ing the repeal of Prohibition. The
famed horses, hitch and wagon,
along with the traditional Dalmation
mascot, visit dozens of events 
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across the country
each year.

Itʼs just one of
many free attractions
coming to the Monster
Mile during the Oct. 4-
6 NASCAR triple-
header weekend,
including perform-
ances by the Harlem
Globetrotters, a Grand
Funk Railroad concert,
Micro Wrestling Fed-
eration matches, the
Winston Cup Mobile
Museum, Bear Hollow
Wood Carvers dis-

plays and more!
“The entertainment options in

our FanZone are bigger and better
than ever during our 50th anniver-
sary celebration,” said Dover Inter-
national Speedway president and
CEO Mike Tatoian. “Before the
green flag drops on our postseason
weekend of races, fans will have
plenty of free entertainment options
outside the grandstands.”

Other fan activities coming dur-
ing the Monster Mileʼs Oct. 4-6
NASCAR tripleheader weekend in-
clude:  

• Harlem Globetrotters: The leg-
endary basketball team that wows
fans of all ages with its ball skills,
trick shots, comedy and more, will
hold free performances at 9 a.m.,
11 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Oct. 6. 

First organized in 1926, the Glo-
betrotters perform over 400 shows
around the world each year with its
distinctive red, white and blue uni-
forms. The exhibition team is
known for its colorful personalities,
audience interaction and supreme
basketball skills.

• Grand Funk Railroad: The rock
legends will perform a free concert
on the Xfinity Stage in Victory Plaza
at noon on Oct. 6.

Known as “The American Band,”
Grand Funk Railroad, also cele-
brating its 50th anniversary, fea-
tures founding members Don
Brewer and Mel Schacher, joined
by veterans Max Carl (38 Special),
Bruce Kulick (KISS) and Tim Cash-
ion (Bob Seger).

With 13 gold and 10 platinum al-
bums, and sales topping 25 million
worldwide, Grand Funk Railroad
has sold out venues in the United
States, Canada, Europe, Japan
and South America. Two of Grand
Funk Railroadʼs 19 charted singles
reached No. 1, including “Weʼre An
American Band,” and “The Loco-
Motion,” both of which sold more
than 1 million copies each.

• Micro Wrestling: Talented per-

formers will make huge leaps from
the top rope in several sessions on
Oct. 5-6. Showtimes are 11 a.m.,
12:30 p.m. and 2 p.m. on Oct. 5
and 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and
11:30 a.m. on Oct. 6.

The Micro Wrestling Federation
has been drawing fans across the
nation for almost 20 years for its
shows featuring high-flying action,
body slams and leaps from the top
rope. Formed in 2000, the Micro
Wrestling Federation features an
entire cast of athletes and perform-
ers under 5 feet tall

• Winston Cup Mobile Museum:
Features classic race cars, arti-
facts, photos and mementos from
more than 30 years of NASCAR
history. Winston (R.J. Reynolds)
was the primary sponsor of the
NASCAR Cup Series from 1971
through 2003. Cars on display will
include Dale Earnhardt Jr.ʼs No. 8
Chevrolet from his rookie season,
a No. 3 Chevrolet driven by Dale
Earnhardt Sr., a No. 43 Pontiac
driven by Richard Petty, a No. 24
Chevrolet driven by Jeff Gordon
and a No. 11 Chevrolet driven by
Terry Labonte.

• Bear Hollow Wood Carvers:
Skilled chainsaw artists create one-
of-a-kind sculptures, both small
and large. The unique creations will
then be auctioned off throughout
the weekend in Victory Plaza. Auc-
tion times are 1:30 p.m. on Oct. 5
and 1:15 p.m. on Oct. 6.

• Fireworks: Presented by Kent
County (Del.) Tourism, scheduled
for 8 p.m. on Oct. 5. Visible from all
areas of the property.

• Expanded Monster Mile Youth
Nation: Designed for NASCAR fans
age 12 and under, this free area is
filled with fun and games for the
next generation of fans to explore
and enjoy on race weekend.

Tickets for children under 12 are
free for Friday and Saturday races
and start at just $10 for the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series play-
off race on Oct. 6.

The Oct. 4-6 NASCAR triple-
header weekend includes the
“General Tire 125” NASCAR K&N
Pro Series East season finale on
Friday, Oct. 4, the “Use Your Melon
Drive Sober 200” NASCAR Xfinity
Series playoff race on Saturday,
Oct. 5 and the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series playoff race
on Sunday, Oct. 6, the 100th
NASCAR Cup Series race in track
history. Dover International Speed-
way will be the 10th track in the na-
tion to host 100 NASCAR Cup
Series races.

Keep up to date on all 50th An-
niversary announcements and
schedules by calling (800) 441-

RACE or visiting DoverSpeed-
way.com. You can also keep up
with all track activities at Face-
book.com/DoverInternational-
Speedway, or on Twitter and
Instagram at @MonsterMile.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - Let the official

countdown begin: In less than 365
days there will be official playoff
racing action in the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series (MENCS) at
iconic Bristol Motor Speedway.

Diehard fans of The Last Great
Colosseum have pleaded and
begged for the historic racetrack to
be a part of the post-season for
many years, and NASCAR deliv-
ered by placing The Worldʼs
Fastest Half-Mile in a key playoff
spot on its 2020 season schedule.
The race weekend will feature play-
off races in both the Xfinity Series
and the Gander Outdoors Truck
Series as well.

The drama on Saturday, Sep-
tember 19th is guaranteed to be at
an all-time high when the best
stock car drivers in the world face
the first cut-off race in the 2020
MENCS Playoffs. That evening on
the fabled all-concrete high-banks,
four drivers will be eliminated from
championship contention, reducing
the eligible championʼs list from 16
to 12.

Based on past history alone
under the lights at the legendary
bullring, which was tagged “The
Holy Grail of Short Tracks” by Kurt
Busch in 2018, all the scenarios at
play here will surely produce an
epic finish.

Can you imagine the beating
and banging among rivals that will
be sure to materialize during the
final 10 laps with playoff implica-
tions on the line as drivers are
muscling their cars into position?
Not only will there be drivers up
front rubbing fenders for the victory,
but there will be several drivers
scattered throughout the field who
will be fighting with everything
theyʼve got to keep their Playoff
dreams alive.

Itʼs certainly going to be a race
that you donʼt want to miss.

To officially celebrate the one-
year out date from the running of
the first official NASCAR Cup Se-
ries Playoff race at Bristol Motor
Speedway, our friends at Bass Pro
Shops have created an offer that
fans can take advan-
tage of to honor the
historic moment.

In a three-day
flash sale that runs
from Thursday
through Saturday,

Bass Pro Shops is offering $50 tick-
ets to the 2020 Bass Pro Shops
NRA Night Race. All tickets will fea-
ture blind-reserved seats selected
by knowledgeable members of the
BMS ticket office. To take advan-
tage of this limited time special
offer, please click here:
http://bit.ly/BassProFlashSale and
enter the Promo Code: B20PLAY-
OFFS.

During the Bass Pro Shops NRA
Night Race weekend youʼll defi-
nitely want to take advantage of
many activities to make a complete
weekend of family fun, including
great video entertainment provided
by Colossus TV, the worldʼs largest
center-hung video screen, pre-
mium VIP experiences like the
Chairmanʼs Experience, tailgating,
a visit to the Kids Zone, on-site
camping, concerts, great food and
beverages in the concession
stands throughout the property,
and so much more.

In addition to Saturday nightʼs
Bass Pro Shops NRA Night Race,
there will also be NASCAR Playoff
racing in Fridayʼs Food City 300
NASCAR Xfinity Series race and
Thursday nightʼs NASCAR Gander
Outdoors Truck Series race, the
UNOH 200 presented by Ohio Lo-
gistics. For ticket information,
please call 423-BRISTOL or visit
www.BristolTix.com. 

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Hall of Famer

Richard Childress and Talladega
Superspeedway will celebrate their
50th Anniversary together in a spe-
cial way prior to the start of the Oct.
13 1000Bulbs.com 500. Childress,
who began his career in
NASCARʼs premier series in 1969
at the trackʼs grand-opening week-
end, will commemorate their long
history by leading the field on track
after engines are fired, in the au-
thentic black No. 3 Chevrolet
Monte Carlo car that carried Dale
Earnhardt to his miraculous and
final career victory in October of
2000.

In one of the most exciting races
ever in the history of motorsports,
Earnhardt and the famous black
No. 3 for Richard Childress Racing
(RCR) came from 18th to first in
just four laps to take the lead at the
white flag and go on to capture his
record 10th Talladega triumph, and 
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his monumental, final
Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
career win. The car
has been on display
for years at the popu-
lar RCR Museum in
Welcome, NC, but
now has a new tempo-
rary home.

“That car hasnʼt
been out of our mu-
seum since we put in
there in 2001, so this
will be the first time it
has been on a race
track since that day in

2000 when Dale won,” said Chil-
dress Wednesday while at the track
where he started his career as a
driver, and has 12 victories as a
team owner, nine of which that
came with Earnhardt. “We took it
down and put it on the race shop
floor, and we have gotten it all fixed.
Got the engine running. Itʼs the
same engine that he had in the car
that day.

“Itʼs the exact car just like it was
that day when it left the winnerʼs cir-
cle. We did paint it and take the
marks off of it….I wish we hadnʼt
now, but thatʼs going to be the
coolest thing. It gives me cold chills
just thinking about it. I asked my
guys could I run it 200 mph,” joked
Childress. “Dale is a part of the his-
tory of this place. He loved Tal-
ladega because it was so wide, you
could move around, and Iʼve seen
him do things here with a race car
that you donʼt even think
about…..fitting in some of the
holes, and if there wasnʼt room, he
would kind of make a hole.”

The late Earnhardt, known as
“The Intimidator,” was joyous that
fall day, saying of the miraculous
finish, “It was wild. I didnʼt have any
thought I would have a chance at
winning this race where I started at
on the restart. It was a chess game
of getting there and staying there.
It just worked out for us to be there
at the right time.”

For Childress, Talladega has
extra meaning. Driving a ʼ68 No. 13
Chevrolet Camaro, he would finish
17th in the trackʼs actual initial-ever
race – a NASCAR Grand Touring
preliminary event, the day before
the first Talladega 500. But, a host
of the top drivers decided to boycott
the 500 because of what they
thought were tire safety concerns
with the nearly 200 mph high
speeds.

“After that (Saturday) race, Bill
France (President of NASCAR and
founder of Talladega Superspeed-

way) stood up on one of the work
benches down there and he says, ʻI
want you guys to race for me to-
morrow. See these other guys.
We've seen them pull out and
leave,ʼ” said Childress, a Winston-
Salem, NC native.

“So that was our opportunity to
make some extra money. We
worked that night real late to pre-
pare our cars to race the next day.
I had made three or four thousand
dollars on a Saturday. The money
that he paid us to run Sunday -- we
called it deal money in those days -
- plus my winnings I came back
with seven, eight, 10 thousand dol-
lars. In those days it was big
money.” He used the money to pur-
chase a piece of land and opened a
garage. It grew into RCR.

Childress made it 80 laps in that
inaugural Talladega NASCAR pre-
mier series race before an axle
broke and he finished 23rd behind
winner Richard Brickhouse. A year
later, he competed again in a
Grand American race at Talladega,
this time in a No. 26 Camaro, and
wound up 14th.

Over his Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series career as a
driver, Childress competed at Tal-
ladega 19 times, with five top-10 re-
sults with a best of sixth in 1980.
Just over a year later, he decided
to get out from behind the wheel
and turn the driving duties over to
a younger driver – some guy
named Earnhardt. And, the rest is
history!

While at Talladega, Childress
toured the incredible construction
on the Transformation Infield Proj-
ect presented by Graybar and the
all-new Talladega Garage Experi-
ence, which is nearing completion.
He got an “up-close” look at the
new “old school” Gatorade Victory
Lane,” the 35,000 square foot
Open Air Social Club, as well as as-
sisted the landscaping efforts by
dumping soil into a flower bed with
a Caterpillar front end loader.

“Just unbelievable what they are
doing here,” said Childress of the
construction. “This has always
been the most fan-friendly track
that there is, and now to add all of
these fan amenities, itʼs going to be
something else. I was here for the
initial announcement (July 2018) of
this Transformation project, and I
knew what was coming. Itʼs almost
a reality!”

The Talladega Garage Experi-
ence is the center of the $50 million
Transformation endeavor that will
stretch from the Tri-Oval down near
the start-finish line. In addition to
Gatorade Victory Lane, it will fea-
ture a host of activities and desti-

nations, including more than
140,000 square feet of social and
engagement areas and the Open
Air Social Club, where fans will be
just a few steps away and “up-
close” from the fan viewing walk-
way (under the same roof where
the race cars are being prepped by
the race teams).

For every fan who purchases a
Talladega Garage Experience ad-
mission, they will receive FREE Wi-
Fi and be treated to $4 or less
Value-Priced Concessions. Other
amenities inside the Experience in-
clude a Kids Zone, Watch Zone,
the Clyde Mayʼs Courtyard, Iron
Alley which will feature historic race
cars, new restrooms, concession
and souvenir stands, as well as a
new Guest Services center.

The Transformation Infield Proj-
ect presented by Graybar is part of
ISCʼs long-term capital allocation
plan and reinvestment into its major
motorsports complexes. DLR
Group is the architect of the entire
project while Hoar Construction
(Birmingham, AL) continues to
spearhead Phase II. GT Grand-
stands (Plant City, FL) is construct-
ing the Race Operations tower,
which, too, continues to see pro-
gression high above the Tri-Oval,
as well as the Pit Road Club Suites.

Fans can learn more about the
project and view the progress 24/7
via the construction cam by visiting
www.talladegasuperspeedway.com
/transformation. For ticket informa-
tion on the trackʼs NASCAR dou-
bleheader playoffs weekend, which
also includes the Sugarlands Shine
250 (NASCAR Gander Outdoors
Truck Series) on Saturday, Oct. 12,
and all things on Transformation
and the Talladega Garage Experi-
ence, log onto www.talladegasu-
perspeedway.com.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - The sounds of

music and entertainment are echo-
ing from downtown Bristol this
weekend as the ever-popular Bris-
tol Rhythm & Roots Reunion festi-
val welcomes the likes of Wynonna
& The Big Noise, Patty Griffin and
Matt Maeson to the Appalachian
Highlands region.

As music enthusiasts create
their own schedules around their
favorite featured artists this week-
end, Bristol Motor Speedway
(BMS) is encouraging motorsports
fans and festivalgoers to make

plans to return next year for the ul-
timate 10-day fan experience.

Announced earlier this year, the
Bristol Rhythm & Roots Reunion
and the BMS September race
weekend will open and close an ex-
citing week-and-a-half for fans,
Sept. 10-19. BMS and the Birth-
place of Country Music (BCM)
have joined forces for the ultimate
offer: the Rhythm & Racing Super
Ticket, which will give music and
race fans the opportunity to experi-
ence 10 days of music, racing and
entertainment. Add in the Race
Week Parties in Kingsport, John-
son City and Bristol (Food City
Family Race Night) and there will
literally not be a single day without
fun for everyone.

“As visitors flock to downtown
Bristol for this weekendʼs Bristol
Rhythm & Roots Reunion, it re-
minds us of the excitement coming
next year when both of our major
events are held on back-to-back
weekends,” said Jerry Caldwell, ex-
ecutive vice president and general
manager at Bristol Motor Speed-
way. “The Rhythm & Racing Super
Ticket will give guests the chance
to see the spectacle that is our re-
gionʼs largest music festival while
also witnessing all three NASCAR
National Series races under the
lights in the Playoffs for the first
time at BMS. There is nowhere
else where you can experience a
more-packed 10-day NASCAR and
concert experience than Bristol,
Sept. 10-19, 2020.”

The Super Ticket includes a
weekend wristband to the Festival
(Sept. 10-13) and a NASCAR ticket
to all playoff races at Bristol Motor
Speedway (Sept. 17-19), including
the headlining Bass Pro Shops
NRA Night Race. The cost of the
ticket package begins at $150 per
ticket and is available as an add-on
option for BMS season ticket hold-
ers.

The Bristol Rhythm & Roots Re-
union opened yesterday and con-
tinues through tomorrow, Sept. 22.
Wynonna & The Big Noise will hit
the stage tonight while The Black
Lillies will close the festival on Sun-
day. To purchase one-day tickets to
the final two days of the 2019
Rhythm & Roots Reunion, visit
www.birthplaceofcountrymusic.org/
festival/buy-tickets/.

For more information about
Rhythm & Racing, visit Rhythman-
dRacing2020.com.
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Carteret County
Speedway

PELETIER, NC -
Ross “Boo Boo” Dal-
ton was finally able to
break through and
score his first Carteret
County Speedway fea-
ture win on Saturday
night while Chris
Burns put himself in
position to clinch his
second track champi-
onship.

Dalton raced his
way past pole-sitter
Paul Williamson on the
opening lap of the 75
lap feature and held as

a myriad of incidents took place
throughout the race – including a
multi-car accident on lap 29 which
involved points contender TJ Bar-
ron as well as Sarah Cornett-
Ching, Daniel Vuncannon, Gerald
Benton, and Carson Ware, among
others.  

Dalton was able to fend off every
challenge on the restarts en route
to his first Carteret County feature
win.  The victory was even more
satisfying after a tumultuous race at
Southern National Motorsports
Park a week prior.

“This is huge,” Dalton said.  “We
worked our butts off to get this
racecar good.  It took us about four
trips here to get it right.  We had it
this good for the 150 lap race and,
unfortunately the clutch went out.
This thing was just off the hook
tonight.  We probably ran about 60
percent right there.  Chris started
closing in on us and we rolled on
through it right there at the end.
These guys busted their butts.”

In the midway stages of the
race, defending track champion
Brandon Clements raced his way
up to second after starting in the
12th position.  However, his engine
began overheating late in the race
forcing him to park the car with just
17 laps remaining in the race.

With both Barron and Clements
sidelined, Burns was able to cruise
to a runner-up finish and pad his
points lead.  Leaving Saturdayʼs
race, Burns has extended his lead
in the championship to an insur-
mountable 19-point advantage
over Barron and 25 over Barron.

“Me and TJ talked earlier today
and we were really hoping it would
come down to the final race and be
neck and neck and  that would de-
cide it all,” Burns said after the
race.  “TJʼs had some terrible luck
from the start of the year to now.  I
appreciate everybody who helps.
Weʼll be back out here next time.”

When Burns is officially crowned

as the 2019 track champion, he will
become the first repeat Late Model
champion in Carteret County
Speedway history.  He won his first
championship in 2016.

Eric Winslow picked up his third
podium finish of the season while
Zach Lightfoot and Carson Ware
finished fourth and fifth respectively
in their first Late Model starts at
Carteret County.  Lightfoot, who
was fastest in afternoon practice, is
a former winner in the Legends di-
vision at Carteret.

Two more drivers added their
names to the winners list in Leg-
ends racing on Saturday night.
Janson Marchbanks cruised to his
first Carteret County Speedway win
in the Young Lions/Semi-Pro fea-
ture race over Will Bristle and
William Cox.

“That was a great race,” March-
banks remarked.  “Will right there,
he kept pressure on me and he
started to catch me there for a little
bit.  That was a great race.  Canʼt
thank all the Farbo Motorsports
crew enough to make this thing get
around the track.  Thatʼs the best
team out there, I donʼt care what
anybody says.  Iʼve got to thank my
sponsors, my family, and first and
foremost God.”

Carson Ferguson led from the
start of the race to the finish in the
Pro/Masters feature, holding off
Mason Diaz, a former Legends
winner at Carteret County and a
part-time competitor in the
NASCAR XFINITY Series, to score
his first Carteret feature win.

“Tim and Cheryl Ladyga stuck
with me since 2014,” Ferguson
stated in victory lane.  “We got back
at the end of last year.  Iʼve got to
thank the good lord for keeping us
safe and giving us the ability to do
this.  Thanks, Mason, for racing me

clean.  You've got to have a lot of
things go well to win here, to win
any race.  Everything just went our
way.”

Diaz took his second-place fin-
ish in stride after a difficult weekend
marred by mechanical failures.

“Blew the motor yesterday and
the transmission on Thursday,”
Diaz said.  “Weʼre on the backup of
backup motors here.  This is a
good practice race for the Nation-
als.  Hopefully we can pick up a lit-
tle speed.”

Jensen Jorgensen finished third
while Spencer Saunders and Jor-
dan Lamothe rounded out the top-
five.

Justin Thompson continued his
recent dominance in the Champ
Kart division, picking up his third
consecutive victory.  The frantic
Champ Kart feature was the night-
cap on the racing program for the
Bobby Watson Memorial.  In all, 16
karts took the green flag, the
largest field Champ Kart field in
Carteret County Speedway history.

Bill Owens finished second while
BJ Thompson rounded out the
podium.

Other winners: Mike Cooper
(Street Stock) won over Brandon
Manning and Billy Slater; Carmen
Odum held off older sister Morgan
in the Coastal Carolina Jr. Mini Cup
feature, Caleb Braswell was victori-
ous among the trackʼs regulars;
Zac Reimer, a gunnery sergeant in
the United States Marine Corps.,
scored his first Mini-Stock victory
over Brandon Clements and divi-
sion points leader Stephen
Sanders; Andrew Jackson held off
Neil Mason, also an active duty
Marine stationed at Camp Lejuene,
to win in U-CAR; Johnny Johnson
was the overall winner in the East
Coast Flathead Ford Racing Asso-

ciation race; and Steven Brewer
was victorious in the Coastal Car-
olina Mini Cup feature race while
Charles Pudenz won amongst the
speedway regulars.

Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret
County Speedway resumes its
fourth racing season on Saturday,
October 5th with the Team Chevro-
let Swansboro 225 which is head-
lined by the USAC Eastern
Midgets.  Super Trucks, INEX Leg-
ends, Mini-Stocks, Champ Karts,
U-CARs and Mini Cups will also be
in action.

For more information about
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official
website at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “like” Carteret County
Speedway on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway has crowned
Tom Fearn as the 2019 Late Model
track champion but four more track
championships are up for grabs.
The SK Modified®, SK Light Modi-
fied, Limited Late Model, and Street
Stock division titles will all be de-
cided in the season ending NAPA
Fall Final Weekend, set for Sep-
tember 28 & 29.

Staffordʼs premier SK Modified®
division sees defending track
champion Ronnie Williams and the
#50 Lesʼs Auto Center team lead-
ing the standings by 6 points over
Todd Owen and the #81 Cooker
Construction team.  Keith Rocco
and the #88 Wheelers Auto team
are third in the standings, 16 points
behind, with Michael Gervais, Jr.
and the #33 Gervais Brothers Roof-
ing team 4th, 38 points behind.  

If Williams finishes in the top-4,
he will clinch the championship no
matter where the other three con-
tenders finish.  If Williams doesnʼt
finish in the top-4, he cannot finish
any more than 3 positions behind
Owen, 7 positions behind Rocco, or
19 positions behind Gervais.  For
Owen to claim the championship,
he will have to finish at least 4 po-
sitions in front of Williams while fin-
ishing no more than 4 positions
behind Rocco or 16 positions be-
hind Gervais.  For Rocco to win the
championship, he will need to fin-
ish at least 8 positions in front of
Williams and at least 5 positions in
front of Owen and no more than 11
positions behind Gervais.  Gervais
is the long shot in the title race but
he can still claim the title by finish-
ing at least 20 positions in front of
Williams, 17 positions in front of
Owen, and 12 positions in front of

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Ross “Boo B oo” Dalton celebrates his first win at Carteret County

Speedway. (ERIC CREEL photo)



(Continued…)

Rocco.
Teddy Hodgdon

and the #55 Montanari
Fuel team lead the SK
Light standings by 10
points over Steven
Chapman and the #14
Chapman Apartment
Homes team with
Alexander Pearl and
the #7 Darling Auto
Parts team third in the
points, 24 behind.

If Hodgdon
records a top-6 finish,
he will clinch the
championship no mat-

ter where Chapman and Pearl fin-
ish.  If Hodgdon is outside the
top-6, he must finish no more than
5 positions behind Chapman and
no more than 12 positions behind
Pearl.  For Chapman to win the
title, he will have to finish at least 6
positions in front of Hodgdon and
no more than 5 positions behind
Pearl.  For Pearl to claim the title,
he will have to finish at least 13 po-
sitions in front of Hodgdon and at
least 7 positions in front of Chap-
man.

Staffordʼs Limited Late Model di-
vision has seen a see-saw title fight
between defending Limited Late
Model champion Jeremy Lavoie
and the #6 L & S Equipment team
and Matt Clement and the #59
Aquatic Wildlife team.  The two
drivers are separated by 8 points in
the standings heading into the
NAPA Fall Final.  If Lavoie records
a top-4 finish, he will win a second
consecutive title no matter where
Clement finishes.  Otherwise,
Lavoie must not finish any more
than 3 positions behind Clement to
win the title.  Clement has to finish
at least 4 positions in front of
Lavoie to claim the championship.

Staffordʼs Street Stock division
has Zack Robinson and the #89
First Class Automotive, LLC. team
leading the standings by 30 points
over Meghan Fuller and the #2
Propane Plus team with defending
Street Stock champion George
Bessette, Jr. and the #39 Lasco
Roofing & Sheet Metal team third in
the standings, 42 points behind.  If
Robinson records a top-15 finish at
the Fall Final, he will clinch the
championship.  If Fuller wins the
race, she will have to be at least 15
positions in front of Robinson to
claim the title.  If Fuller doesnʼt win,
she must be at least 14 positions in
front of Robinson and no more than
5 positions behind Bessette if he
wins the race and no more than 6
spots behind Bessette if he doesnʼt

win the race.  For Bessette to win
the title, he will have to finish at
least 21 spots in front of Robinson
if he wins or finishes second and at
least 6 positions in front of Fuller to
win the title.  If Bessette doesnʼt win
or finish second, he will have to fin-
ish at least 22 spots in front of
Robinson and 7 positions in front of
Fuller to win a second consecutive
title.

The NAPA Fall Final Weekend
will kick off on Saturday, Septem-
ber 28 with practice sessions for
the Whelen Modified Tour,
Staffordʼs NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series divisions and the
Vintage All Stars from 10:00am to
2:15pm.  The Whelen Modified
Tour will take to the track for group
qualifying at 2:30pm with Staffordʼs
NWAAS divisions and Vintage All
Stars qualifying to follow.  Feature
events for the Street Stocks, Lim-
ited Late Models, Vintage All Stars
and Ladies Challenge will conclude
Saturdayʼs festivities.  

The NAPA Fall Final Weekend
continues on Sunday, September
29 with the popular NAPA Pit Party,
a meet and greet with drivers and
teams, taking place from 11:00am
to noon.  Feature racing will begin
at 1:00pm with the SK Modifieds®
first on track followed by the Late
Models, SK Lights, and the Whelen
Modified Tour.

Discount tickets for the NAPA
Fall Final Weekend are available at
your local participating NAPA Auto
Parts Store.  The NAPA tickets in-
clude general admission for both
days along with a lunch buffet on
Sunday, all for only $38 per per-
son.  For a list of participating
NAPA Stores, please click the PAR-
TICIPATING NAPA STORES link
found at the top of the
www.staffordspeedway.com home-
page.

For more information on the
47th Annual NAPA Auto Parts Fall
Final Weekend, visit Stafford-
Speedway.com, checkout Stafford
Speedway on Facebook or Twitter,
or contact the track office at 860-
684-2783.

Volunteer Speedway
BULLS GAP, TN - The calendar

might show the arrival of fall next
week, and many around East Ten-
nessee will welcome the expected
cooler temperatures after an ex-
tremely hot summer the region has
experienced with around 40 days
reaching the 90-degree-plus mark.

Fans were treated to an exciting
Chase for the Championship six di-
vision points racing program Satur-
day at Volunteer Speedway, and
the action was heated on the high

banks.
Tim Byrd from Jonesborough set

fast-time in Crate Late Model qual-
ifying at 13.359 seconds, with his
former teammate Jensen Ford of
Johnson City second quickest at
13.451.

The two Washington County
residents Byrd and Ford led the 16-
car field to green from the front row,
and over the first four laps they put
on a show as they battled side-by-
side for the lead before Ford
moved to the point. Directly behind
them Logan Roberson was glued
to Byrdʼs back bumper, followed by
Rusty Ballenger and divisional
points leader Tim Maupin.

With Ford showing the way out
front, Byrd on several occasions
stuck the nose of his ride under
Ford through the corners. But Ford
was up-on-the-wheel maintaining
his advantage. Midway through the
30-lap event, Ford had put around
eight car lengths between himself,
Byrd and Roberson. 

Byrd had his hands full in trying
to hold back the hard-charging
“Thugg Nasty” Roberson. Behind
them racing between Ballenger,
Maupin, Heath Alvey and Gary Crit-
tenden for position was good.

With the race running clean-and-
green, a late race caution waved
on lap 23 when John Tweed spun
directly in front of the lead trio of
Ford, Byrd and Roberson between
turns one and two, forcing them
into evasive action to avoid making
contact.

Ford smashed the loud pedal on
the single-file restart leaving Byrd
and Roberson to fight it out for the
runner-up spot. Maupin dropped a
couple of positions to Alvey and
Crittenden. 

But out front the race belonged
to Ford as he completed the flag-
to-flag run to the checkered flag for
his second win of the season over
Byrd, Roberson, Ballenger and
Alvey.

Noted race engine builder Travis
Fultz of Harrogate doesnʼt get the
opportunity to race as much nowa-
days as he once did in the past,
due to his position traveling on
weekends as head technical in-
spection director for the American
Crate All-Star Series. But thereʼs no
doubt when he does get behind the
wheel, heʼs a definite front-running
contender for the victory.

Fultz set fast-time at 13.653 sec-
onds to earn the pole position for
the Sportsman Late Model feature,
narrowly edging out veteran racer
Vic Chandlerʼs time of 13.668. 

Fultz powered into the lead on
the opening lap while Chandler was
quickly overtaken for position by

Rex Coffey and Chris Coffey. An
early caution when David Bulling-
ton spun between turns one and
two slowed the action.

Back under green and Fultz
flexed his muscle in pulling out to
almost a full-straightaway advan-
tage over the Coffeys, Kip Sawyer
and Chandler . Chandler was feel-
ing pressure from Brad Dyer, with
Logan Seal and Chris Raines fol-
lowing.

Fultz was making just his third
start of the season, with one win
and a fifth-place finish to his credit.
The race he didnʼt win, he was
leading midway through the feature
when cars wrecked directly in front
of him and he had nowhere to go. 

Fultz cruised to his second win
over Rex Coffey, Chris Coffey,
Sawyer and Dyer, who got around
Chandler a few laps from the finish.

Shannon Emery jumped out to
lead at start of the Modified Street
feature and quickly put several car
lengths between himself and clos-
est challengers Chris Rickett and
Wayne Rader. Rickett and Rader
got together racing off the fourth
turn on lap 7, with Rickett spinning
to bring the caution out and pulling
into the pits ending his race. 

Back under green with Emery
leading Rader and Kurt Owens,
caution waved when Owens
slowed to a stop high in turn four.
Looking like he was on his way to
victory, Emery slowed on lap 10
with mechanical issues and en-
tered the pits. Rader, from Par-
rottsville, assumed the lead and
went on to win over Kaleb Trent,
Landon Steele, Lance Creasman
and Austin Lefevers.

Tony Trent was fastest in Street
Stock qualifying, but it was fellow
front-row starter Austin Atkins of
Morristown capturing his fifth fea-
ture win. He was chased to the
checkered flag by Trent, Jamie
Whitt, Tim Stevens and divisional
points leader Jason Rollins.

Michael Millsap took the check-
ered flag over John Stevens and
Shane Taylor in the Classic feature,
but unfortunately for Millsap his car
failed post-race technical inspec-
tion. Thus Stevens, from Wallins
Creek , Ky. , recorded his division-
leading 11th victory over Taylor,
Chris McKinney, Chad Manning
and Chuck Kilian.

Making his first-ever Mini Stock
start at "The Gap," Shane Bullock
of Caryville grabbed the lead at
start of the 20-lap feature and held
off a hard-charging Chad Manning
at the finish to get the win. Round-
ing out the top five were Daniel
Moody, John Gulliver and Justin
Meredith.
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