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A l t h o u g h
NASCAR drew the line
by issuing penalties to
Matt Kenseth for pur-
posely crashing race
leader Joey Logano at
the Martinsville Speed-
way, drivers still are
confused what is and
isnʼt allowed.

The sanctioning
body called late-race bump-and-
runs involving Kenseth
and Logano at the Kansas
Speedway as “quintessen-
tial” NASCAR, but it
clearly was outraged by
Kensethʼs retaliation since
he was nine laps down
when he intentionally
drove Logano into the first
turn wall.

NASCAR suspended
Kenseth for two races.

Kenseth lost two different ap-
peals and missed last Sundayʼs
race at the Texas Motor Speedway.
He also will miss next Sundayʼs
race at the Phoenix International
Raceway.

The basis of the appeal from Joe
Gibbs Racing was the severity of
the penalty. Kenseth and team
owner Joe Gibbs argued it was dif-
ficult for anyone to know whatʼs
considered too aggressive when
NASCAR has never defined ex-
actly whatʼs acceptable and whatʼs
not.

They also claimed to be the first
to be suspended for actions on the
race track.

Obviously Gibbs forgot about
the 2002 truck race at the Mar-
tinsville Speedway when Kevin
Harvick was “parked” for the Sprint
Cup race after intentionally crash-
ing into his son, Coy Gibbs.

Kyle Busch also was “parked”
for the Cup race at Texas in 2011
after ramming Ron Hornaday into
the wall at the Texas Motor Speed-
way.

Call it parked or call it sus-
pended. The result is the same.

The sport encouraged more ag-
gressive driving in 2010 with its
“Boys have at it” mantra. Kensethʼs
actions, however, apparently went
too far. Whatʼs still not clear is
where the sport draws the line in-
between.

“I donʼt even know anymore, the
structure in which we have around

us is not very strong as far as an
authority figure saying, ʻNo, you
cannot do that anymore.ʼ Itʼs just
tough for us because this is whatʼs
been created,” Denny Hamlin said.
“I love [NASCAR chairman] Brian
France, but when he says that driv-
ers are doing what they have to do,
it seems like heʼs promoting this
type of racing so thatʼs tough to
crown a true champion when things
go like this.”

NASCAR not only was
forced to defend the in-
tegrity of the sport, but to
defend the integrity as a
sport and not a carnival
sideshow.

Kenseth admitted fault.
He tried to downplay the
crash, saying his car was
too damaged to turn left as
he worked inside Logano
in the first turn.

NASCAR watched all available
video of the crash. It also listened
to radio communication between
the drivers and their teams.

“Yeah, definitely my fault. I got
into him,” Kenseth said.

“I know itʼs got to be disappoint-
ing for him you know. Itʼs a tough
sport, some days youʼre the bat
and some days youʼre the ball. I
was the ball a few weeks ago and I
was the ball again today so that
part is never fun.”

Unlike other dust-ups, Kenseth
didnʼt give NASCAR a lot of leeway,
prompting most to believe the
sanctioning body was forced to
react.

Logano said there was a big dif-
ference in the accidents at Kansas
and Martinsville.

“I think what happened at
Kansas is a completely different
deal,” he said. “We were racing for
the win and he blocks you a few
times and then we raced hard and
he blocked me the last time and we
spun out. Thatʼs what happened
there.

“Here it was just a complete
coward move, especially for a
championship race car driver and
race team. Just a complete cow-
ard.”

NASCAR clearly sided with
Logano. France told SiriusXM
Radioʼs NASCAR channel Tuesday
and his group wonʼt tolerate drivers
blatantly affecting the outcome of
races. In the case involving

Kenseth and Logano, it likely will
affect Loganoʼs chances to win the
championship.

But the ruling still didnʼt define
what is hard racing and whatʼs over
the line. Until that gray area is bet-
ter defined, drivers are going to

push the limits, not knowing how
far is too far.

“Itʼs boys being boys right now,”
Busch said. “You got to be consis-
tent. I definitely feel NASCAR is
very consistent in being inconsis-
tent on calls.”
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How Far Can
Drivers Push

“Boys Have at It”

FasTrack Racing Journal is now available as

an online e-magazine!!
We are pleased to announce some big and exciting

changes. FasTrack will now be available online only. We will
still be covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. With this change we can
bring you all the news in a weekly format throughout the
racing season. All you have to do to continue receiving
FasTrack Racing Journal Online for FREE is to send your
email address to fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject
line SUBSCRIPTION.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com

follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
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Above, fans and other drivers show their support for Matt Kenseth

and below is Erik Jones the young driver that will replace Kenseth

for his two race suspension. (JOHN HARRELLSON and NIGEL

KINRADE/NKP photos)



By REID SPENCER

FORT WORTH,
TX - For Jimmie John-
son, it was business
as usual in Cowtown.

On Sunday, the
six-time NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
champion completed
a sweep of this yearʼs
Texas Motor Speed-
way races, powering
past hapless Brad Ke-

selowski with three laps left to win
the AAA Texas 500 for the fourth
straight year.

Johnson kept his record perfect,
winning a race in the Chase for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup for the 12th
consecutive season. His fifth vic-
tory of the year was also his record
sixth at Texas—including the last
three in a row—and the 75th of his
career, leaving him one win behind
Dale Earnhardt, who is seventh on
the all-time list.

Johnson, who led six laps, har-
ried Keselowski throughout the
final 18-lap green-flag run, finally
getting a decisive run on Lap 331.

"I just kept pressure on him,"
said Johnson, who was eliminated
from the Chase in the opening
round. "I could see that he was re-
ally tight, and that was the first I
had seen him that vulnerable all
day. I just kept the pressure on him,
kept searching for line. He saw me
coming on the top and protected it. 

"I just kept trying to put pressure
on him, hoping for a mistake. He
got real loose off of Turn 2, and I
had a big run down the backstretch
and drove it in really far into Turn 3
hoping to hear ʻClearʼ (from his
spotter). Once I did, I knew I was
home free."

For Team Penske, on the other
hand, Sundayʼs race could be more
aptly named the Heartbreak 500.
Needing a victory at Texas or
Phoenix after last Sundayʼs Mar-
tinsville crash at the hands of Matt
Kenseth, Joey Logano courted ca-
tastrophe on Lap 9, blowing a left
rear tire and destroying the left rear
quarter panel of his No. 22 Ford.

Logano finished 40th, 68 laps
down, and remained last among
the final eight eligible Chase driv-
ers heading to the final Eliminator
Round race at Phoenix, where he
must win next Sunday to advance
to the Championship Round.

Fate waited much longer to
undo the winning chances of Ke-
selowski, who led 312 of 334 laps

but finished in the runner-up spot,
1.083 seconds behind Johnson.

Keselowski held a two-second
lead over Martin Truex Jr. when
NASCAR called a debris caution
with 24 laps left. Those two drivers

rubbed fenders soon after a restart
on Lap 317, with Keselowski hold-

ing the top spot until Johnson
passed him for the win through
Turns 3 and 4 on Lap 331 of 334.

"The 48 (Johnson) car had
mega turn (through the corners)
that last run, and I couldnʼt keep the

turn, and it kept pushing real bad,"
Keselowski said. "I did everything I

could to hold him off, but he was
way faster that last run.

"Their team did a hell of a job
and found speed, and my team did
a hell of a job, too. We led 300-
some laps, and these debris yel-
lows always favor someone, and it
wasnʼt our day for them to favor us.
Iʼm still very proud of our effort
today. Weʼll have a great shot at
winning next week. We really
needed to win this one, and I know
I gave it my all."

Kevin Harvick ran third, over-
coming two cut tires and a shifter
he had to hold in place with his right
hand to prevent the No. 4 Stewart-
Haas Chevrolet from popping out of
gear. The reigning series champion
is third in the standings heading to
Phoenix, where he has won seven
times, including the last four
straight.

Kyle Busch finished fourth and
moved into sole possession of sec-
ond in the Chase standings, two
points behind Jeff Gordon, who
punched his ticket to the Nov. 22
season finale at Homestead-Miami
Speedway with last Sundayʼs vic-
tory at Martinsville.

Carl Edwards came home fifth,
the same position he occupies in
the standings, seven points behind
Truex in fourth, currently the last
transfer position into the Champi-
onship Round. After the contact
with Keselowskiʼs Ford, Truex
dropped from second to eighth in
the closing laps.
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Races, Denies Keselowski

For the fourth year-in-a-row, Jimmie Johnson celebrates in Texas

Motor Speedwayʼs victory lane. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY

photo)

With six laps to go, Jimmie Johnson (48) passes Brad Keselowski (2) to go for the win. (NIGEL KIN-

RADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



By REID SPENCER

FORT WORTH,
TX - Brad Ke-
selowskiʼs love affair
with the Lone Star
State continued in full
force on Saturday with
a hard-fought
NASCAR XFINITY

Series victory in the OʼReilly Auto
Parts Challenge at Texas Motor
Speedway.

Keselowski grabbed the lead
from Coors Light Polesitter Austin
Dillon on Lap 189 of 200 after a
restart with 16 laps left in the race.
The No. 22 Team Penske Ford fin-
ished 1.137 seconds ahead of the
No. 88 JR Motorsports entry driven
by Kevin Harvick, who passed Dil-
lon for the runner-up spot with four
laps left.

The victory was Keselowskiʼs
second of the season, his second
at the 1.5-mile speedway and the
34th of his career. The eighth win
of the season for the No. 22 Ford
(accomplished by Keselowski and
teammates Joey Logano and Ryan
Blaney) clinched the third straight
XFINITY Series owner's champi-
onship for Roger Penske.

"To get our team owner, Roger
Penske, No. 4 as far as XFINITY
championships go, Iʼm really proud
of that," said Keselowski, who also
won a series title as a driver in
2010. "When I came to (Team
Penske) in 2010, we didnʼt have

any, and now we have four in five
years, so Iʼm really proud of that
accomplishment."

In his last four starts at Texas,
Keselowski has won twice and fin-
ished second twice. In his last 12
XFINITY Series starts at the Cow-
town track, Keselowski has posted
11 finishes of seventh or better.

Victory Lane, however, hardly
seemed a likely destination for Ke-
selowski in the early going. Harvick
and Kyle Busch dominated the
opening laps and came to pit road
running 1-2, respectively, for pit
stops under caution on Lap 79.

But a broken shifter proved
Buschʼs undoing, as his No. 54
Toyota was limited to fourth gear
and fell out of the running for the
victory. Under that same caution,
the second of the race, Harvick re-
turned to pit road twice because of
a loose wheel and spent the bulk of
a subsequent 34-lap green-flag run
regaining the positions he lost.

Kyle Larson also took a turn at
the front of the field, leading 50 laps
before a tire rub finally popped his
left rear on Lap 176 and sent his
No. 42 Chevrolet spinning through
the tri-oval and out of the lead,
handing the top spot to Harvick,
who was in close pursuit.

Harvick came to pit road with the
lead but left in third place under
caution on Lap 181, leaving Ke-
selowski and Dillon to battle for the
top position after a restart on Lap

185.
"First off, Austin Dillon was really

good and he was one of the tough-
est guys to beat," Keselowski said
in Victory Lane. "He ran a heck of a

race. Harvick looked really good,
Kyle Busch looked really good and
Kyle Larson I thought was going to
run away with the race until he had
that flat.

"There was a lot of competition
out there today, and that makes this
win very special for the whole Dis-
count Tire Ford team." 

Erik Jones ran fourth behind Ke-
selowski, Harvick and Austin Dillon,
with Ty Dillon taking the fifth spot.
Chris Buescher came home 11th
but moved closer to the series title.
With two races left, he leads eighth-
place finisher and reigning series
champ Chase Elliott by 24 points.

"It isnʼt comfortable yet,"
Buescher warned. "It is a cushion
that we have, and I guess you av-
erage that out to 12 spots per race,
so if we go out and finish top-10 the
last two, we should be in good
shape.

"That would be cutting it too
close for comfort, but we need to
just have some solid runs the next
two weeks."
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Texas, Clinches

XFINITY Ownerʼs

Title for Penske

Brad Keselowski stands on his #22 racer before joining his crew

fo their victory lane celebration. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY

photo)

Brad Keselowski gets his American flag for his victory tour around the track to salute the fans.

(NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER

FORT WORTH,
TX - On turf that typi-
cally belongs to two-
time defending
NASCAR Camping
World Series cham-
pion Matt Crafton, Erik
Jones dominated on
Friday night.

Jones led 117 of
147 laps on the way to
victory in the WinStar
World Casino & Re-

sort 350 at Texas Motor Speedway,
his first win at the venue, his third
of the season and the seventh of
his career.

In an event that featured only
one caution, a track-record low,
Jones finished 2.855 seconds
ahead of runner-up and NASCAR
Driver for Diversity alum Daniel
Suarez, who matched his career-
best finish. Jones extended his se-
ries from 10 to 17 points over
Crafton, who ran fourth after win-
ning the Keystone Light Pole
Award. There are two more races
left in the Truck Series season.

The top two finishers drove Toy-

otas fielded by Kyle Busch Motor-
sports.

Jones, who is doing triple duty
this weekend at Texas, will race the
No. 4 Tundra next at Phoenix,
where he has won the last two
races.

"Getting the win here, thatʼs a
nice boost for everybody, not just
myself but everybody at KBM,"
Jones said. "We needed this to get
back on track. Weʼve struggled a lit-
tle bit the last month, month and a
half and worked hard to get back to

this point.
"And now, to go out there and

win one the way we did, and lead
as many laps as we did, thatʼs a re-
ally nice statement for us. Hope-
fully, we can go to Phoenix and do
the same kind of thing weʼve done
the last two years. Itʼs nice to have
that points lead back up closer to
the 20 range than the 10 range, but
we still have two more weeks, and
we have to hold onto it, be strong

and close this deal out."
In recent years, Crafton's been

the dominant force in the series at
1.5-mile intermediate speedways,
but Jones grabbed the lead on Lap
13 and pulled away to a lead of
nearly three seconds. Joes squan-
dered that advantage with a slow
pit stop under green on Lap 47, but
the lone caution on Lap 54
bunched the field and erased a
lead of 5.9 seconds built by
Crafton.

Jones overtook Crafton for the
top spot on lap 65 and controlled
the race the rest of the way, losing
the lead only briefly during a cycle
of green-flag pit stops around Lap
100.

The race was the shortest ever
in the Truck Series at Texas, lasting
just one hour, 23 minutes and 48
seconds. 
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Jones Extends Championship Lead

with Truck Series Win at Texas

Race winner Erik Jones settles

into Texas Motor Speedwayʼs

victory lane with his truck

owner Kyle Busch (left) and the

rest of his crew. (RONDA

GREER photo)

Erik Jones makes a quick pit stop on his way to winning the WinStar World Casino & Resort 350 at

Texas Motor Speedway. (RONDA GREER photo)





MIDLAND, NC –
David Garbo, Jr. took
the lead on the second
lap and led the rest of
the way for his first ca-
reer Pro All Stars Se-
ries (PASS) South
Super Late Model win
in Sunday afternoonʼs
13th Annual North-
South Shootout at
Concord Speedway.

“I drove in a Late
Model Stock race here

three years ago and Concord has
been my favorite racetrack ever
since,” said Garbo, driver of the
Garbo Lobster #8 for the Fathead
Racing team.  “We decided to bring
a crate motor here and I really was-
nʼt that sure about the decision be-
cause this place is so fast, but it
definitely worked to our favor in the
end.”

In qualifying Friday night,
William Byron took the fast qualify-
ing time by just .005 seconds over
Joey Padgett with a lap of over 110
miles per hour on the half mile
speedway.  Following the top 10
qualifiers redraw, Brandon Ward
and rookie Austin Thompson would
move up to the front row, while
Byron would slot into the fourth
starting position.  However, Ward
would not be able to make the start
due to a broken shifter.

Thompson jumped out to the
lead at the drop of the green flag,
but would be quickly overtaken on
the next lap by Garbo entering turn
one.  The first caution of the night
would wave on lap four when Wes
Burton spun exiting turn three.

Back under green, Garbo con-
tinued to lead over Byron and Clay
Rogers, who had moved to the
front from the tenth starting posi-
tion.  The hardest crash of the night
occurred on lap 15 when defending
North-South Shootout winner Ryan
Moore had a problem on the right
front of his RC Moore Transporta-
tion #74 in the dogleg.  Mooreʼs
Chevrolet veered hard right, slam-
ming the wall exiting the dogleg.
Despite the severity of the crash,
Moore emerged from his car un-
hurt.

Garbo continued to maintain
control over the field, while the
PASS South winner at Concord
Speedway in May, Zane Smith,
made his way into the top 10 from
the 22nd starting position.  Late in
the race, Byron began to fade, al-
lowing Rogers to move into sec-

ond.  Jared Irvan and Padgett
would follow Rogers around Byron
a few laps later.  Garbo completely
dominated to take the win over
Rogers, Padgett, who passed Irvan
for third on the final lap, and Byron.
Rounding out the top 10 were
Jeramie Whorff, Christian Eckes,
Tate Fogleman, Kaz Grala, and
Smith. 

The PASS South Super Late
Models and PASS Pro Late Models
will be in action for the 2015 sea-
son finale on Saturday, November
21st as part of the 10th Annual
Mason Dixon Meltdown at Hickory
Motor Speedway.  Entry forms and
the complete weekend schedule is
available at ProAllStarsSeries.com.
Be sure to “Like” the Pro All Stars
Series on Facebook or follow us on
Twitter at @PASSSLM14.

Hirschman Deflated

After DQ – Bonsignore

Inherits NSS Win
It wasnʼt the way Justin Bon-

signore wanted to win the 13th An-
nual North-South Shootout, but at
the end of the night, he was stand-
ing in victory lane at Concord
Speedway (NC) with the $10,000
check.  Bonsignore inherited the
win after apparent race winner Matt
Hirschman was disqualified for an
unapproved adjustment during a
red-flag period with nine laps to go
in the 125-lap event.

“Itʼs obviously not the way you
want to get it, but whatʼs right is
right,” Bonsignore told
Speed51.com.  “He (Hirschman)

outran us today and it would have
been totally different if they didnʼt
do what they did.  It sucks the way
it happened.   This is the second
one this year that Iʼve won in tech,
but you take them any way you
can, especially when itʼs something
with John Blewettʼs name attached
to it.  Thatʼs a huge honor.”

Hirschman was disqualified from
the win for plugging a slow-leaking
right front tire during a lap 116 red
flag period.  As of 9 p.m. ET Sun-
day night, Hirschman told
Speed51.com that he had not been
contacted directly by race director
Tom Fox or any other official from
the event.

“Iʼve been honest and up front
right through the whole process
with the officials and everyone,”
Hirschman explained.  “When we

were under red flag on pit road and
they said you were allowed to do
tires, gas and windshields.  We no-
ticed our right front was soft.  I was-
nʼt sure what to do and when I
looked down pit road
and (saw) other people were jack-
ing cars; they had stagger boards
out and they were putting fuel in.  I
didnʼt know what to do.

“I had a right front leak and I
found where it was leaking.  We put
a plug in it and we did it in front of
an official.  It was not done trying to
hide it or sneak it by.  We plugged
the tire right in front of an official.
The official called up to the tower

and told them what we did.  It was
OKʼd and it was not addressed by
(race director) Tom Fox.”

Race promoter Darren Hackett

informed 51 late on Sunday
evening that he and Hirschman
talked about the penalty for nearly
one-hour after the race and that
Hirschman was amicable and hon-
est through the entire ordeal. 

Hackett also said that the official
penalty has not been declared due
to the fact that race director Tom
Fox was still on a flight en route to
his home in New England.

“The stop-and-go official noticed
that they were plugging the tire and
tried to stop them,” Hackett said.
“They went and plugged it and she
radioed it into the tower that they
had done it.  Tom never responded
back.  He went back to green and
did not assess a penalty.  Tom was
also in a hurry to catch his flight
home and had to leave with five to
go.  He had to leave and I had to
finish it.  Now weʼre at the point of
what do we do to make it an even
playing field for everyone in-
volved?”

Hackett also told 51 that both
Patrick Emerling and Bobby Santos
will be receiving penalized for mak-
ing unapproved adjustments that
included jacking up the car and
using stagger boards.  Hackett ad-
mitted that Hirschman, as well as
the others, should have been pe-
nalized at the time of the infraction.

“He should have been penalized
(at that time),” Hackett stated. 

“Weʼve got three cars that didnʼt
get a penalty that weʼre going to
have to assess a penalty to and de-
cide what to do because all three of
them made changes to their cars at
that time.”

P.A
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David Garbo, Jr. Dominates to Claim North-South

Shootout P.A.S.S. Victory at Concord

David Garbo Jr. had no problem finding Concord Speedwayʼs victory lane after dominating the

P.A.S.S. portion of the North-South Shootout Sunday evening. (LW PHOTOGRAPHY photo)
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PENSACOLA, FL
- The Snowball Derby
at Five Flags Speed-
way (FL) isn't just a
race; it's an experi-
ence.  That's why
more and more short
track racing fans flock
to Pensacola, Florida
each year to witness
the prestigious Super
Late Model event.
With renewal forms

being sent in and new orders being
placed daily, tickets for the 48th an-
nual Snowball Derby on December
6 are selling at a record pace. 

The good news for those still
without their tickets is that there are
still tickets available for purchase.
Racing fans wanting to taste the
experience can punch their ticket to
the Snowball Derby today by call-
ing the track office at (850)-944-
8400 or by printing out and mailing
this year's ticket form.

"Ticket sales are doing well, they
have since we mailed out the re-
newal forms back in April," said
Five Flags Speedway promoter Tim

Bryant.  "I think the Snowball Derby
is something that a large contingent
of people plan year-round and
we're grateful for that.  We still have
some tickets left and still some
choices for seats, but we're a little
ahead of pace from where we've
ever been."

Much of the reason people re-
turn each year is because of the
great racing that is on display
throughout the week, and specifi-
cally during the granddaddy of
them all - the 300-lap Snowball
Derby - on Sunday.

As of Wednesday afternoon, the
names of 66 drivers could be found
on the entry list for this year's race.
That list includes names such as
2014 NASCAR XFINITY Series
champion Chase Elliott, defending
Snowball Derby winner John
Hunter Nemechek and 2015 ARCA
Racing Series champion Grant En-
finger.  

"We have some NASCAR par-
ticipation and those guys are all still
great short track racers," said
Bryant.  "They join a huge group of
what we see as the most outstand-

ing short track drivers that are com-
ing here from everywhere."

When Bryant says "every-
where," he means it.  Drivers from
the Midwest, Northeast, Southeast
and West Coast have already filed
entries for the 48th annual Snow-
ball Derby, making it a true battle of
the best Super Late Model drivers
in the country.

"Derek Thorn, Ty Majeski, right
down to Bubba Pollard and Cas-
sius Clark.  We've kind of got all
four corners of the country covered
just with those four drivers," Bryant
stated.  "You take the other 60-plus
drivers and it's definitely going to be
fun come Friday night at 6 p.m.
when they're all gunning for a top-
30 starting spot."

The 48th Annual Snowball
Derby weekend kicks off with the
Cat Country/WEAR-TV3 Green
Flag Party on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 2. On-track activities start
Thursday, December 3, for the
opening practice rounds for the
Snowball Derby Super Late Models
and Snowflake 100 Pro Late Mod-
els.

The Five Flags Butler U-Pull-It
Bombers and Beef 'O'Brady's
Sportsman divisions will also have
feature events on Snowball Derby
Thursday.

The top Snowball Derby starting

spots will be set on Friday, Decem-
ber 4 during WXBM 102.7 Pole
Night at Five Flags.

The Five Flags Faith Chapel
Super Stocks and Modifieds will
also battle in their Snowball Derby
features after Super Late Model
qualifying.

The Allen Turner Hyundai
Snowflake 100 takes center stage
on Saturday, December 5 as the
top Pro Late Model racers in the
country qualify and battle for 100
laps at Five Flags. In addition, Sat-
urday's action features the final 50-
lap qualifying event for Snowball
Derby drivers to make one last ef-
fort to qualify for the 300-lap Super
Late Model race. The Better Built
Tool Box Pro Trucks will also have
a 50-lap feature on Snowball Derby
Saturday.

Then on Sunday, December 6,
the green flag will drop on the 48th
Annual Snowball Derby at 2 p.m.
CT at Pensacola, Florida's Five
Flags Speedway.

For more information on the
48th Annual Snowball Derby week-
end at Five Flags Speedway, visit
www.snowballderby.com.

All media credential requests
and inquiries for the Snowball
Derby can be sent to Matt Kentfield
at matt@51sports.net and/or Pat
Bryant at pat@snowballderby.com.
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Homestead-Miami
Speedway

MIAMI, FL - This
November, legendary,
Grammy award-win-
ning singer, songwriter
and actor Tim McGraw
will be “on top of the
world” with a brand
new album, Damn
Country Music, and a
special live perform-
ance at Homestead-
Miami Speedway on
Sunday, November 22
prior to the Ford Eco-
Boost 400, the
NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series championship

finale.
The three-time Grammy Award

winner will be a highlight of Ford
Championship Weekend, with part
of his live performance featured on
Countdown to Green on NBC
Sports Network, which begins at
1:30 p.m. ET. The Ford EcoBoost
400, which marks the final event of
the Chase for the NASCAR Sprint
Cup, will air on NBC at 3 p.m. ET,
and be broadcast internationally to
more than 200 countries in 24 lan-
guages.

McGraw will release his four-
teenth studio album, Damn Coun-

try Music, on November 6. Eleven
of his albums have debuted at No.
1 on the Billboard Country Album
chart, and he has sold more than
40 million albums. In addition, he
has had 36 number singles reach
No. 1 on the country radio charts.
McGraw has won three Grammy
Awards, 14 Academy of Country

Music Awards, 11 Country Music
Association Awards, 10 American
Music Awards and three Peopleʼs
Choice Awards.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
and McGraw will also be teaming
up to create exclusive ticket pack-
ages offered for the 2015 Ford
Championship Weekend (Novem-

ber 20-22).
Fans who have already pur-

chased tickets to the Ford Eco-
Boost 400 can also take advantage
of this exclusive offer, by purchas-
ing a Pre-Race Pit Pass to watch
the performance up-close and
album download of Damn Country
Music for $85.

'Snowball Effect'
Has 2015 Snowball Derby

Tickets Going Fast
On

Tr
ac

k



CONCORD, NC -
Joey Saldana gave
everyone a reason to
smile in his final ap-
pearance in the No.
71M Motter Equip-
ment Motorsports car
on Sunday night at the
Bad Boy Buggies
World Finals as he led
a dominating perform-

ance to score his third World of
Outlaws Sprint Car Series victory of
the season.

"It's kind of bittersweet really -
this will probably be my last time
driving the 71M," Saldana said in
victory lane at The Dirt Track at
Charlotte. "That's the awesome
way to go out right there. I can't
thank Ruth and Dan Motter enough
for everything they've done for me
these last three years - just giving
me an opportunity to race at a high
level."

Saldana and Motter announced
late Sunday night they would be
parting ways. The team's statement
said Motter's efforts to secure
sponsorship for 2016 were ongo-
ing.

Saldana came into the final night
of World Finals after taking the
qualifying quick time on Thursday.
It was the 17th quick time of 2015
for Saldana, who was the season's
leading qualifier.

As the green flag fell on the rain
postponed season finale that saw
rare daytime racing for the World of
Outlaws, Saldana jumped out front.
In clean air, the 71M pulled away
from the field as the scramble got
underway behind him.

Logan Schuchart, who started
on the outside front row, tried to run
down the leader as Shane Stewart
looked for second. Brad Sweet
charged forward from sixth and
was quickly on Schuchart's heels.
The two drivers traded third place
between lap seven and eight.

When the caution flag flew on
lap five, Sweet pounced. On the
restart Saldana led Stewart, Sweet,
Stevie Smith, Daryn Pittman (who
started the feature in 19th position)
and Schuchart.

Saldana again pulled away in
clean air but as he caught traffic on
lap 14, Stewart and Sweet closed
in. The caution again flew with 17
laps complete as Saldana main-
tained the lead. Smith got around

Sweet on the restart but was no
match for Pittman who continued
his charge forward and took over
the final podium position.

Saldana took the checkered flag
in the first position with Stewart and
Pittman close behind.

"This is awesome," Saldana
said. "We've really had a good car
this year - just too many DNFs and
too many mistakes on my part.
We've had a great car and led a lot
of laps and tonight just showed
how good our team is."

Pittman was the KSE Racing
Hard Charger of the night after ad-
vancing 16 positions throughout
the feature.

The finish was the 27th podium
finish of the year for Stewart. He
finishes 2015 second in the cham-
pionship points standings with his
Larson Marks Racing team.

Saldana closes out 2015 sixth in
the championship standings with
three wins, 37 top-five finishes and
54 top-ten finishes.

"I don't know what to say," Sal-
dana said. "It's just awesome -
awesome experience today and an
awesome time to be a part of the
World of Outlaws. I love what I do."

Schatz Crowned a

Champion for the

Seventh Time
With confetti in the air and fire-

works in the distance, Donny
Schatz joined World of Outlaws
Late Model Series driver Shane
Clanton and Super DIRTcar Series
driver Matt Sheppard to be
crowned a 2015 champion.

Schatz ends the season after a

historic year that saw him cross
over the double century mark in
total wins and score the most sin-
gle-season wins in 24 years. The
championship is the seventh of his
career - second only to 20-time
champion Steve Kinser.

Schatz thanked his Tony Stew-
art/Curb-Agajanian Racing team
for the work they did all season to
give him a chance to be in victory
lane.

"(Tony Stewart) has done a fan-
tastic job of assembling the best
people to do their job and he lets us
do our thing," Schatz said. "The
guys on the race team, the Bad
Boy Buggies/Chevrolet Perform-
ance team, do a phenomenal job.
The way they maintain the car, the

way they set the car up, just the
way they attack things. It's defi-
nitely an honor to drive that thing.
There are days I can't get my job
done and they carry me. That's
what it takes, that's what teamwork
is and that's why we're standing up
here as champions."

With the enormity of the season
and of his position in World of Out-
laws history starting to sink in,
Schatz said he and his team are al-
ready focused on the year to come.

"We're going to go home after
this weekend as champions and
we're going to wipe the slate clean
just like we have to," Schatz said.
"These guys are going to start
working hard - they've already
started working hard for next year.
So you come back out and hope
you can better yourself next year.
That's going to be awfully tough but
the group of guys that Tony Stew-
art has assembled, there wouldn't
be a better group of guys to do it
with. They are absolutely phenom-
enal. I'm looking forward to getting
to that first race in Florida now."

The 2015 World of Outlaws
Sprint Car Series season has offi-
cially come to a close. Through the
off-season, be sure to follow the
World of Outlaws Sprint Car Series
on Twitter at www.twitter.com
/WorldofOutlaws, like it on Face-
book atwww.facebook.com/World-
ofOutlaws, or check out the latest
videos on YouTube at
www.youtube.com/WorldofOut-
laws.
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Saldana Dominates Bad Boy

Buggies World Finals
Schatz crowned 2015 World of Outlaws

Sprint Car Series champion

Joey Saldana celebrates after winning the Bad Boy Buggies World

Finals at The Dirt Track at Charlotte. (www.twitter.com/WORLD OF

OUTLAWS photo)

It was the night of three champions at The Dirt Track at Charlotte;

left is Matt Sheppard, DirtCar Series Champ; center is Donny

Schatz, WoO Sprint Champ and right Shane Clanton WoOLM

Champ. (www.twitter.com/WORLD OF OUTLAWS photo)



CONCORD, NC -
Jonathan Davenport
of Blairsville, Ga.,
topped off his dream
2015 season with a
final flourish, rolling to
a convincing victory in
Sunday's 50-lap Bad

Boy Buggies World of Outlaws
World Finals finale at The Dirt
Track at Charlotte.

The 32-year-old superstar
passed Darrell Lanigan of Union,
Ky., for the lead on lap 31 and
never looked back in the season-
ending World of Outlaws Late
Model Series event, which was
postponed one day by wet weather.

The $12,000 triumph was the
22nd overall of a historic 2015
campaign for Davenport, whose
five crown-jewel wins helped push
his earnings for the year over the
$600,000 mark.

"Just to cap off this season
we've had with this makes it extra
special," said Davenport, who pre-
viously won World Finals features
in 2010 and '11. "We can go into
the winter with a big smile."

Starting sixth in the 31-car field,
Davenport steered his K&L Rumley
Longhorn Race Car to third on the
race's opening circuit and reached
second place by lap five. He briefly
fell to third place when Lanigan
passed him and early pacesetter
Chris Madden of Gray Court, S.C.,
for the lead on lap 11, but the in-
domitable Davenport regained sec-
ond from 

Madden on a lap-18 restart and
snuck underneath Lanigan for the
top spot in turn two on the 31st lap.

Davenport dominated the re-
mainder of the distance, crossing
the finish line 1.557 seconds in
front of the polesitting Lanigan for
his fourth World of Outlaws Late
Model Series victory of the season
and the sixth of his career.

Madden settled for third place
after starting from the outside pole.
Jimmy Owens of Newport, Tenn.,
who won the World Finals finale in
five of the past six years, finished
fourth and Lanigan's Clint Bowyer
Racing teammate, Don O'Neal of
Martinsville, Ind., climbed forward
from the 12th starting spot to place
fifth.

Clanton Celebrates

$100,000 World of

Outlaws Late Model

Series Title
Shane Clanton of Zebulon, Ga.,

was never a factor despite starting
third, fading backward when the
green flag flew and finishing a quiet
ninth. But he still showed plenty of
enthusiasm after the race when he
celebrated his first-ever WoO LMS
championship, which he clinched
by starting Friday night's World Fi-
nals A-Main.

"It's a dream come true," the 40-
year-old Clanton said after being
presented his WoO championship
trophy during the post-race cere-
monies. "We've won a lot of big
races but we've never put a whole
season together. To put one to-
gether like we have this year, it's
pretty special."

Clanton won a career-best 10
WoO LMS features and registered
34 top-five and 37 top-10 finishes
in 41 features this season driving
his father-in-law Ron Davies's Cap-
ital Race Cars. He led the stand-
ings from start-to-finish, ending the
schedule with a commanding 174-
point advantage over Josh
Richards of Shinnston, W.Va.

"It's just a testament to what
we've done all year," said Clanton,
who will receive his $100,000 WoO
LMS title check during the tour's
awards banquet that was resched-
uled for Monday at 1 p.m. at the
Great Wolf Lodge in Concord, N.C.
"Consistency pays off -you look at
the record, and we almost tied Dar-
rell (Lanigan) for top-fives in a sea-
son and we had like three less
races than he had.

"We made a wrong tire choice
tonight and didn't groove them just
right, but we'll come back next year
and defend our title and maybe
we'll be standing up here again."

Davenport preceded Clanton on
the post-race winner's stage. He
enjoyed ending a World Finals that
began with subpar time-trial results
on a high note.

"We didn't start off too well this
weekend," Davenport said. "We
had ignition problems Thursday
night (during qualifying), but Friday

night we finally got them worked
out and I knew we had a good
piece here."

Lanigan, 45, led laps 11-30 after
blasting around the outside of both
Davenport and Madden to assume
command following a restart, but
he couldn't recover after allowing
Davenport to slip past him for the
lead on lap 31 when he slid high in
turn two while working lapped traf-
fic.

"We had a really good piece,"
Lanigan said of the Club 29 car he
debuted for Clint Bowyer Racing -
his recently-acquired ride for 2016 -
at the World Finals. "We just got on
the outside of a lapped car and he
kind of run me up the racetrack and
that left the bottom open for Dav-
enport."

The 40-year-old Madden, mean-
while, wasn't able to match the
speed of Davenport nor Lanigan
once the 4/10-mile oval's surface
locked down.

"We had a real good car all
weekend," said Madden, who also
finished third in Friday's A-Main.
"We just tightened up too much for
the feature. When they dropped the
green we were running extremely
well, but then the racetrack got a lit-
tle more grip to it and we just could-
n't steer across the center and
these guys were a little bit better."

Six caution flags dotted the
event. Friday-night winner Brandon

Sheppard of New Berlin, Ill., slowed
to trigger yellow-flag conditions on
lap 18 and 34. Other cautions flew
for Eric Wells of Hazard, Ky., who
spun in turn four and collected Jor-
dan Yaggy of Rochester, Minn., on
the opening circuit; Morgan Bagley
of Tyler, Texas, who slowed with a
flat left-rear tire on lap one; James
Rice of Verona, Ky. (turn-three spin
on lap 10); and Casey Roberts of
Toccoa, Ga., who slowed with me-
chanical trouble while running
fourth on lap 41.

Sixty-eight of the 86 cars that
were signed in for Thursday night's
time trials returned for Sunday's
postponed program.

Heat winners were Lanigan,
Clanton, Davenport, Madden,
Owens and Billy Moyer Jr. of
Batesville, Ark. The B-Mains were
captured by Chase Junghans of
Manhattan, Kan., Donny Schatz of
Fargo, N.D., and Dale McDowell of
Chickamauga, Ga.

The 2016 WoO LMS season
kicks off with six nights of racing
during Georgia-Florida Speedway
beginning Feb. 12-13 at Screven
Motor Speedway in Sylvania, Ga.,
and continuing Feb. 14 at Bubba
Raceway Park in Ocala, Fla., and
Feb. 18-20 at Volusia Speedway
Park in Barberville, Fla.

For more information on the
WoO LMS, visit www.worldofout-
laws.com.
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Davenport Caps
Spectacular Season with

$12,000 Victory in
Charlotteʼs Bad Boy

Buggies World Finals Finale

Jonanthan Davenport talks with a victory lane interviewer after

winning the 50-lap WoO Late Model portion of the Bad Boy Bug-

gies World of Outlaws World World Finals. (WORLDOFOUTLAWS

FACEBOOK photo)



CONCORD, NC -
A wild night two of the
Bad Boy Buggies
World Finals at the
Dirt Track at Charlotte
turned into a big night
for Dusty Zomer who
picked up his first ever
World of Outlaws
Sprint Car Series vic-
tory. 

Zomer started Fri-
day night's feature in
sixth and battled early
into the top three. After

leader Trey Starks pulled in with a
bent tie-rod and Joey Saldana, who
took over the lead, lost it to a bro-
ken top-wing sideboard, Zomer
was in position. 

Through the closing laps, he
held off a hard -charging Greg Hod-
nett and Stevie Smith to claim the
victory for his No. 82 Buffalo Wild
Wings team. 

"Super happy," Zomer said of
the win. "Obviously didn't expect to
come down here for the first time
and pull off a win. We were able to
get it done. We were at the right
place at the right time. A few other
guys had a little misfortune and I
guess you need things to go your
way sometimes. That's what hap-
pened and we're standing up here
in victory lane." 

Zomer joins Greg Wilson and
Stewart Friesen as a first time win-
ner this season. He was also the
22nd different driver to stand in vic-
tory lane this season and seventh
different driver to win during World
Finals weekend in the last four
years. 

After a delay for rain, crashes
plagued the series heat races early
in the night and caused two sepa-
rate repairs to the catch fence. In
all, it took more than three hours. 

The 25-lap series feature got un-
derway with 19-year-old Starks
leading the field. He was on top of
the charts through the first 12 laps,
holding off Saldana on two restarts.
As the caution flag again waved
near the halfway point of the race,
Starks was forced into the work
area with a bent tie-rod. That put
Saldana into the lead. He led the
restart and the next four laps until
damage to his top-wing sideboard
sidelined him. 

Zomer battled forward on an
early restart into third. 

"I started sixth and shot up
around some guys on the outside
and got to third," Zomer said. "That
was what put me in position to be

in position when those other guys
had things break." 

He took over the top spot on lap
17 and held off Hodnett through
traffic in the final eight laps. 

Hodnett, who has one Outlaws
win this season, said throughout
the night the biggest challenge for
he and his No. 27 Lelands.com
team was surviving the conditions. 

"I figure the only reason we fin-
ished second is because everyone
else fell out," Hodnett said. "We just
need to get better and hopefully put
ourselves in a position to start to-
wards the front again." 

Stevie Smith finished the night
on the podium in third in his No.
51s Miller Bros. Chevrolet car.
Smith has two Outlaws wins this
season, both at Williams Grove
Speedway.

Sheppard Drives Best
Performance Ride To
World Finals Victory

At Charlotte
CONCORD, NC - Brandon

Sheppard made his guest appear-
ance driving for the Ohio-based
Best Performance Motorsports
team a memorable one. 

Taking advantage of the pole
starting spot he drew after winning
a heat race, Sheppard grabbed the
lead at the initial green flag and
never looked back en route to a
rich $12,000 victory in Friday
night's 30-lap Bad Boy Buggies

World Finals A-Main for the World
of Outlaws Late Model Series at
The Dirt Track at Charlotte. 

The feature's scheduled 50-lap
distance was cut by track officials
due to the length of the racing pro-
gram, which was stretched well
past midnight by a delayed start
due to morning rain and two
crashes in the accompanying WoO
Sprint Car division that forced
breaks in the action so track crews
could repair damaged catch fenc-
ing in turns two and four. 

Sheppard, 22, kept Shane Clan-
ton at bay throughout the middle
portion of the blockbuster double-
header weekend's first Dirt Late
Model headliner to triumph by
0.634 of a second over the 40-
year-old star, who officially clinched
the 2015 WoO points champi-
onship by simply starting the
evening's feature. 

Chris Madden finished solid
third, nearly two seconds behind
the victor at the checkered flag
after he started sixth. Outside-pole-
sitter Darrell Lanigan slipped to a
fourth-place finish in his first start
driving for Clint Bowyer's Georgia
Boot-sponsored operation and
Josh Richards, completed the top
five after slipping from fourth to
ninth on the race's opening circuit
because he bicycled between turns
one and two and lost ground. 

Clanton, whose $100,000 WoO
title came in his 11th season as a
circuit regular, improved one spot
from his third-place starting position
in the event. He drew within a cou-
ple car lengths of Sheppard's
Rocket Chassis machine on the

final circuit but couldn't quite pull
his Capital Race Car close enough
to offer a serious challenge. 

In the process of registering his
first-ever top-five finish in World Fi-
nals competition, Clanton did man-
age to make Sheppard sweat at
least a little bit. 

"My right-rear (tire) would get to
working after we'd get five or 10
laps and I'd get really tight," said
Sheppard, who landed his sixth ca-
reer WoO feature win. "The car
would get to be a handful, espe-
cially in (slower) traffic, and I
messed up one lap and jumped
over the cushion down there in
(turns) three and four and (Clanton)
next to me (at the flagstand). 

"Right then I knew I was either
gonna run second in this race or I
was gonna haul that thing off into
one and give it all she had to stay
ahead of him. So that's what I did -
just drove it in there as hard as I
could. Luckily, it stuck, and we
made it to the finish line. 

"Everything just fell our way," he
added, "but everybody knows you
gotta have a little luck in this game
to be successful." 

Sheppard was thrilled with the
final result, which represented his
second WoO victory of the 2015
season.

"It means a lot to win this," Shep-
pard said. "A win here at Charlotte
- it's not a crown-jewel, but it should
be. It's an amazing feeling to win
here in front of this crowd and at a
facility this nice." 

And Sheppard almost didn't
even enter the World Finals be-
cause his family-owned team
ended its season after the Oct. 17
Dirt Track World Championship
event. His friendship with Randall
Edwards, the Best Performance
Motorsports crew chief who has
spent the 2015 tutoring the team's
up-and-coming driver Matt Westfall
led him to an unexpected ride for
the huge season-ending event. 

Four caution flags and one red
flag dotted the event. 

Cautions flew on lap one for
Casey Roberts who slowed on the
backstretch; lap seven for Jason
Feger who was hampered by me-
chanical trouble; lap 17 when
Randy Weaver spun on the inside
of turn four; and Brandon Overton
who slowed in turn four moments
before Rick Eckert, Chad Hollen-
beck and Austin Smith tangled in
the second corner. 

The race's lone red flag was
needed for a grinding multi-car
crash that occurred on lap 18. A
mid-pack scramble swept up Hol-
lenbeck, Smith and Rick Eckert but
no injuries were reported.
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Dusty Zomer Wins Wild
World Finals Night Two

Dusty Zomer celebrates his

first career World of Outlaws

Sprint Car series victory at The

Dirt Track at Charlotte.

(www.twitter.com/WorldofOut-

laws.com photo)

Brandon Sheppard raced his

way from the pole to win night

two of the World Finals at The

Dirt Track at Charlotte for the

World of Outlaws Late Model

Series. (www.twitter.com/WoO

LateModels.com photo)



CONCORD, NC -
Sammy Swindell and
Joey Saldana kicked
off the first night of the
Bad Boy Buggies
World Finals on Thurs-
day by taking the
World of Outlaws
Sprint Car Series
qualifying quick times. 

Against a 58-car
field, the biggest the
event has ever seen,

Swindell scored his third quick time
of 2015 in the qualifying session
that set the field for Friday night.
The three-time series champion
had a fast lap of 12.506 seconds.
Swindell said qualifying up front
was critical heading into tomorrow
night. 

"It makes it a lot easier to get
locked into the dash and get that
good spot to start in the A main,"
said Swindell, who drives the No. 1
Big Game Tree Stands car for CJB
Motorsports. 

In the second qualifying session
which set the field for Saturday,
Saldana, the season's leading
qualifier, picked up his 17th quick
time of 2015 with a lap of 12.904
seconds. Saldana, who qualified
his No. 71m Motter Equipment car
third in the earlier session, said it
helped to go out later the second
time. 

Going into Friday and Saturday,
Saldana said the qualifying runs
give him a lot of confidence. 

"We've had fast cars all year -
we just need to finish it off," Sal-
dana said. "We've done it a few
times but not enough. Hopefully we
can do it again this weekend. It's a
great venue to race at and a lot
people get to see us that don't nor-
mally get to see us. I've been lucky
enough to win here a couple of
times… Hopefully we can do that in
the next few days."

Ferguson, Lanigan
Open Bad Boy

Buggies World Finals
With Late Model

Fast-Time Honors
CONCORD, NC - Chris Fergu-

son and Darrell Lanigan were the
fleetest of an event record 86 en-
tries as the ninth annual Bad Boy
Buggies World of Outlaws World
Finals kicked off with Qualifying
Night Thursday at The Dirt Track at

Charlotte. 
The 25-year-old Ferguson con-

tinued the best season of his young
career with yet another fast-time
honor, blasting around The Dirt
Track in 14.744 seconds to register
the overall quickest lap in the first
of two Ohlins Shocks Time Trials
rounds for the World of Outlaws
Late Model Series. His effort
earned him the pole position for the
fourth of six heat races scheduled
for Friday night. 

Lanigan shined in the second
round of qualifying, turning a lap of
14.999 seconds to begin his first
weekend driving for the Clint
Bowyer Racing team in strong
fashion. He will start from the pole
position in the first of six heat races
on Saturday nightʼs program. 

The two qualifying rounds were
part of the opening night of the
World Finals weekend at Char-
lotte's 4/10-mile oval. The three-
night blockbuster event features
season-ending doubleheaders for
the WoO LMS, the World of Out-
laws STP Sprint Cars and the
Super DIRTcar Series. 

The results of Thursdayʼs WoO
LMS time trials will be used to de-
termine the heat race lineups for
separate $12,000-to-win WoO LMS
programs on Friday and Saturday.
First-round qualifying times set line-
ups for Friday night's action and
second-round times align Satur-
dayʼs preliminaries. 

Fergusonʼs fast time came de-
spite the apparent handicap of tim-
ing at the end of both qualifying
rounds because he did not register
his car and draw his time-trial posi-
tions before the driversʼ meeting.
His Longhorn car was in the pits all
day, but both Ferguson and his fa-
ther arrived late due to work com-
mitments and did not arrange to
have someone else sign them in. 

“It worked out pretty decent
though because the times didnʼt
change (over the course of the ses-
sion),” said Ferguson. “The first
round everybody was kind of run-
ning the middle-bottom, and then I
went up there and just blasted the
top and it wasnʼt too rough. Some-
times you just gotta go up there
and hope that it works, and fortu-
nately for me, tonight it worked.” 

Ferguson nearly met disaster
with the same strategy in Round 2,
however. He bounced through the
cushion and got his car on two
wheels, slowing his first lap, though
he recovered to time sixth-fastest in
his group. 

“In the second round, when I
went up there (in the outside
groove), there had been some cars
up there and it dug some holes,”
said Ferguson, who captured his
first two WoO LMS victories of his
career earlier this season. “Going
into one and two I hit one and
thought I was gonna flip.” 

Lanigan, mean-
while, was nearly
perfect. After clicking
off the second-
fastest lap in his
group during the
Round 1 - giving him

a Friday-night heat-race pole - he
was the overall fastest in the sec-
ond round steering a new Club 29
car in his debut weekend with
NASCAR driver Clint Bowyerʼs
team, which he will drive for full-
time in 2016. 

“The car was extremely good,”
said Lanigan, a three-time WoO
LMS champion who has two career
World Finals wins. “We were just a
hair short of fast time in the first
round, and then we got it done in
the second round. Iʼm really happy
with the piece. 

“You had to be real careful. You
had to get a good lap, but you
couldnʼt get up there against that
cushion too hard because it would
just jerk you into it. I just kind of ran
right against it without jumping it.
We got lucky and cut a smooth
lap.” 

Joining Ferguson and Lanigan
as pole-position starters in Friday
heats after strong qualifying runs in
Round 1 were Chris Madden
(group fast-timer), Steve Francis,
Josh Richards, and Scott
Bloomquist. 

Richards was a group quick-
qualifier in Round 2, putting him on
a Saturday-night heat pole along
with Lanigan. Other polesitters will
be Randy Weaver, Casey Roberts,
all-time winningest World Finals
driver Jimmy Owens and Billy
Moyer Jr.
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Swindell and Saldana Set
Quick Times for Bad Boy

Buggies World Finals



ELM CITY, NC -
The ULTIMATE Super
Late Model Series is
set to conclude their
2015 racing season
during the 7th Annual
Race for the Kids at
County Line Raceway
in Elm City, North Car-
olina this coming Fri-
day and Saturday,
November 13th and
14th. The event which

benefits Victory Junction will pay
$10,000 to win the 50-lap feature at
the 3/8ths of a mile oval in Eastern
North Carolina. "The Race for the
Kids is always one of our favorite
events of the year. The format al-
lows us a little bit of downtime and
an opportunity to spend some fel-
lowship time with the teams and
fans. It is a little bit of a throwback
feel. County Line is a great track
that has some of the best fans
around. So we know going in that

we will have a good weekend of
racing. The changes that they
made to the track configuration ear-
lier this year has really improved
the quality of the racing too. It will
be an exciting and enjoyable week-
end. We hope that folks will pack
the place and enjoy themselves."
said ULTIMATE Series Director
Kelley Carlton.

Casey Roberts of Toccoa, Geor-
gia won the 2013 and 2014 Race
for the Kids and will look to make it
3 in a row while he secures his 3rd
ULTIMATE Super Late Model Se-
ries championship by entering the
event. But Roberts will face stiff op-
position from teams from all over
the southeast and beyond. One
driver who will look to end Roberts'
streak is Dustin Mitchell of Pine
Level, North Carolina. Mitchell, who
will also become the ULTIMATE
Series DirtonDirt.com Rookie of the
Year, has also found much success
in Late Model competition at

County Line Raceway. "We have
run a lot at County Line and we
have won quite a few there too. I
am happy to be racing at home for
our last ULTIMATE event of the
year. This year we have been rac-
ing at a lot of new tracks or some
that we had only been to once or
twice. So I feel like we have a great
shot at getting our first ULTIMATE
win at County Line." Mitchell ex-
plained. 

The 7th Annual Race for the
Kids will feature M&W Transport
Haulin' It Time Trials and heat
races on Friday night, November
13th. And the weekend will con-
clude with last chance races and
the 50-lap feature on Saturday, No-
vember 14th. The ULTIMATE Su-
pers will utilize their standard tire
rule which will allow the Hoosier
1350, 1450 and 1600 or the Amer-
ican Racer 48, 53 and 56 com-
pounds. ANY 70 is also allowed as
a right rear-only option.

In addition to the ULTIMATE
Super Late Model Series the card
will also include Open Wheel Mod-
ifieds along with an Enduro race
and a Chain Race. For more infor-
mation on tickets and support

events visit www.countylinerace-
waync.com For rules, standings
and more information on the ULTI-
MATE Super Late Model Series
head over to www.ultimatesu-
pers.com 

The ULTIMATE Super Late
Model Series would like to recog-
nize and thank all of their partners
for the 2015 season including
Hoosier Race Tires, Sunoco Race
Fuels, Arizona Sport Shirts, Ameri-
can Race Tires, DirtonDirt.com,
PPM Racing Products, M&W
Transport, Schaeffer's Racing Oil
by Keith Freeman, Big A's Custom
Graphics, RockAuto.com, AR Bod-
ies, Hooker Harness, Five Star
Race Bodies, R2C Filters, Hank
Thomas Performance and Thomas
Clarke Performance Web Design. 

To learn more about the Ultimate
Super Late Model Series please
visit the series online or for specific
questions contact Series Director
Kelley Carlton at (864) 871-1442.
Please also find ULTIMATE Super
Late Model Series page on Face-
book.

You can also follow us on Twit-
ter @ultimatesupers and on Insta-
gram @ultimatesupers2015.
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ULTIMATE Season Finale
November 13th & 14th

TULSA, OK - Itʼs
what every existing or
potential 360-ci Sprint
Car team needs to
know about.  And with
utter certainty, a num-
ber of “potential”
teams will become
“existing” teams after
learning about the ex-
citing benefits of “It”.

“It” being the GO-
MUDDY.COM Na-
tional Sprint League
360 Series “Cash

Bowl” that will potentially distribute
more than a half million dollars in
point fund money alone annually
beginning with its inaugural 2016
campaign.

In addition to purse money, driv-
ers participating in
GOMUDDY.COM National Sprint
League 360 Series events will have
the opportunity to accrue points to-
wards the “Cash Bowl” at each
event throughout the season.  The
closer towards the front at each
event, the more points (and dollars)
are added to the “Cash Bowl”.

“This is an exciting incentives
program that every race team will
want to be a part of, itʼs an un-
precedented points fund bonus
structure,” GOMUDDY.COM NSL

360 Series founder Tod Quiring
commented.

The GOMUDDY.COM National
Sprint League 360 Series will be
anchored by approximately 6-8 Na-
tional events throughout the coun-
try, each of which will pay a
minimum of $7,500 to win with sev-
eral events already secured that
will offer up a $10,000 winnerʼs
share or more.

The National GOMUDDY.COM
NSL 360 events will be supple-
mented by approximately seven to
eight Regional Tours throughout
the country, with each of those Re-
gional events adding points (and
dollars) to the “Cash Bowl” as well.

How does one become eligible
for the GOMUDDY. COM National
Sprint League 360 Series “Cash
Bowl” one might ask?

Itʼs fairly simple.   For eligibility,
drivers must have the supplied GO-
MUDDY.COM NSL 360 Series gas-
ket in place and compete in at least
one National event and 15 Re-
gional events over the course of
the season.  

While the gasket wonʼt be a
mandatory requirement to compete
in GOMUDDY.COM NSL 360
events in 2016, it will be required to
be eligible for the season-ending
“Cash Bowl” payout.  And, those

running the NSL gasket will be re-
warded, with the top finishing driver
at each event utilizing the NSL gas-
ket receiving first-place “Cash
Bowl” points and money regardless
of finishing position, the second car
running the NSL gasket earning
second-place “Cash Bowl” points
and money regardless of finishing
position and so on.

“Everybody will race for the
same posted purse money at each
race whether they have the NSL
gasket in place or not, but those uti-
lizing the NSL gasket will be able to
take advantage of the Cash Bowl
bonuses paid out at the end of the
year,” GOMUDDY.COM NSL 360
Series coordinator Tommie Estes,
Jr., explained.

Any eligible driver in good stand-
ing will be eligible to collect his or
her winnings from the “Cash Bowl”,
making for a potential total payout
of more than a half million dollars
alone on top of purse winnings
throughout the year.

A driver must be an NSL mem-
ber as well for “Cash
Bowl” eligibility.  Mem-
berships are $200 with
two sets of NSL gas-
kets supplied upon fil-
ing NSL membership.
And, those drivers uti-
lizing the NSL gaskets
in 100% of events over
the course of the year
will receive a bonus at

yearʼs end as well.
A “Total Points Bonus” payout

will be in place as well with another
$54,000 distributed among the top
five eligible GOMUDDY.COM NSL
360 Series “Cash Bowl” point earn-
ers to round out the unprecedented
points fund structure for winged
360 Sprint Cars.

The “Cash Bowl” purse for Na-
tional events is detailed at www.na-
tionalsprintleague.com/downloads/
get.aspx?i=291353 with the “Cash
Bowl” purse for Regional events
available at www.nationalsprint-
league.com/downloads/get.aspx?i
=291352. 

The “Total Points Bonus” break-
down is available at www.national-
sprintleague.com/downloads/get.a
spx?i=291354.

Additional information regarding
the establishment of Regions
throughout the country will be avail-
able in coming weeks with more in-
formation available by visiting
www.nationalsprintleague.com/go-
muddy360s.
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HAUBSTADT, IN -
Additional 2015
Hoosier Tire Midwest
Sprint Car Series Sea-
son Awards have
been distributed to
drivers.  The week of
October 26th thru Oc-
tober 31st served as
the annual MSCS
Awards Week for this

year.  Post season awards included
point fund checks to the top 10 driv-
ers, recognition plaques for second
to fifth in points, and all the avail-
able contingency prizes.

Brady Short won his second
MSCS Championship. Short
earned the most points of any
MSCS Champion since the 2002
season with a total of 1,194.  His
lead as the season ended was 82
points.  In route to the champi-
onship he  won a record  ten MSCS
features to become the series All
Time Feature Wins leader. 

Brady Short received the driver
championship trophy in a cere-
mony prior to the Harvest Cup at
Tri-State Speedway which closed
out the 2015 season.  Cam Potorff
was also present to receive the
Championship Car Ownerʼs trophy.
The Crew Chief was Don Short.

Embroidered award jackets from
Point Fund Sponsor Hoosier Tire
Midwest were  presented to the

Champions and Rookie of the Year.
Brandon Morin was awarded the

MSCS Rookie of the Year trophy.
Morin also managed to earn a tenth
place finish in overall series points.
Morin received two checks. Be-
sides the point fund check he re-
ceived a check for $750 as the
Rookie of the Year.

In addition to the monetary
awards he also received a valuable
certificate towards the purchase of
a racing uniform from series spon-
sor Hinchman Indy Racing Uni-
forms.  Each year Hinchman Indy
Racing Uniforms provides an
award designated to be given in
support of the MSCS Rookie Driver
Program.

Hoosier Tire MSCS Point Fund
Checks were issued to the top 10
drivers that met the 60% participa-
tion requirement.  The Championʼs
portion was $2,500.  The total of
the point fund that was paid out to-
taled over $7,500.

Carson Short finished as the
runner-up in season points.  The
nineteen year old driver led the
MSCS standings four different
times during the season.  Carson
Short, James Lyerla, Donny Brack-
ett, and Brandon Mattox received
beautiful rosewood plaques for fin-
ishing in positions two through five.

The remainder of the top ten
drivers included Robert Ballou,

Kyle Cummins, Jeff Bland Jr., Jon
Stanbrough, and Brandon Morin.
Robert Ballou received the plaque
from MSCS for being  the 2015
Hard Charger of the Year.  The spe-
cial plaque is awarded each year to
the driver who is the Hard Charger
of the Race the most times.

Merchandise certificates from
AFCO totaling over $500 are
awarded each year to the top driv-
ers from those who signed up for
their special racing shocks pro-
gram.  The four awards went to
Brady Short, James Lyerla, Donny
Brackett, and rookie Brandon
Morin.  AFCO is also another sup-
porter of the Rookie Program each
season.

The National Sprint Car Hall of
Fame in Knoxville, Iowa, also con-
tributes three membership packets
for the upcoming year.  They are
provided for the Champion, Points
Runner-up, and Rookie of the Year.

The gate prize that is presented
at the end of the season by Race-
Bumpers.Com was won by Donny
Brackett.  He won  a complete set
of bumpers and nerf bars.  Brack-
ettʼs name was drawn from a pool
of all of the eligible drivers that par-

ticipated in 60% or more of the
twenty MSCS points paying events.

More than 120 drivers partici-
pated in MSCS races in 2015,
High car count honors for the sea-
son belonged to Bloomington
Speedway where 35 cars at an
April race was topped by 39 cars at
the Josh Burton Memorial in May.

The Hoosier Tire Midwest Sprint
Car Series wishes to thank all the
series sponsors, drivers, car own-
ers, track promoters, officials, jour-
nalists, photographers, and the
enthusiastic race fans for their sup-
port and involvement in 2015.

Sponsors who provided awards
associated with the racing events
held include Hooker Harness,
Keizer Aluminum Wheels, Pyrotect
Racing Cells, RaceBumpers.Com,
Rod End Supply, Saldana Racing
Products, and Wilwood Brakes.

This was the 15th season of rac-
ing for MSCS.  The schedule of 20
events was 100% completed.  This
was the most races ever conducted
in a season by MSCS.

Management is already working
with track promoters to create an
equally exciting schedule of non-
wing sprint car races for 2016.
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2015 Season Wrap-Up and
Awards Presentations for
the Hoosier Tire Midwest

Sprint Car Series

QUEEN CREEK,
AZ - Enjoying the
spoils of victory yet
again, New Mexicoʼs
Lorne Wofford parked
the MTS No. 18 in Vic-
tory Lane with the
ASCS Southwest Re-
gion, topping the se-
ries season finale at
the Arizona Speed-
way. 

Career win No. 7
with the Southwest
Region, Lorne ped-

dled from third for the $2,000 score
in the Ripʼs NAPA Auto Parts
Showdown. 

Victory number two of the sea-
son with the ASCS Southwest Re-
gion, Wofford was chased to the
line by J.T. Imperial with Bob
Ream, Jr. clawing through the field

from 15th to complete the nights
podium. Ryan Linder from ninth
crossed fourth with New Mexicoʼs
Royal Jones coming from 13th to
complete the top-five. 

Kenny Allen was sixth with Billy
Chester seventh. Picking up his
eighth ASCS Southwest Regional
Championship by 26 markers, Rick
Ziehl finished eighth with Jack
Helsel from 19th to ninth. Arizonaʼs
Lance Norick completed the top-
ten. 

The ASCS Southwest Region
congratulates Rick Ziehl on the
2015 season championship, and
thanks all our drivers, tracks, spon-
sors, and especially the fans for
making the 2015 season a suc-
cessful one. Look for the 2016
lineup to be announced at
www.ascsracing.com in the coming
months.
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Victory For Wofford With ASCS
Southwest At Arizona Speedway



Texas
Motor Speedway

FORT WORTH,
TX - Texas Motor
Speedway President
Eddie Gossage truly
ponied up Friday
when it came to
farewell gifts for retir-
ing four-time NASCAR
Cup Series champion
Jeff Gordon, who
makes his final start at
Texas Motor Speed-
way in Sunday's AAA
Texas 500.

Gossage, ever the
promoter, presented
Gordon with perhaps

the most unique gifts the NASCAR
icon has received throughout the
season with the personal delivery
of a pair of Shetland ponies to the
speedway media center for his chil-
dren, eight-year-old Ella and five-
year-old Leo, to help their dad ride
off into the sunset.

Gossage, sporting a cowboy hat
and bandana, stepped out of the
building during his presentation of
gifts with Gordon and stunned him
by leading a pair of Shetland
ponies into the media center for his
final gift. Gossage presented him
with "Scout," a 300-pound black-
and-white paint pony, and "Smoky,"
a 400-pound dapple-colored one.

"Are you out of your mind? Are
you out of your mind?," Gordon
said.  "Oh, my God, Eddie ... you
have no idea what you just did to
me."

"Yes I do," Gossage said.
"You have lost it. ... Oh, my

God," Gordon said. "Eddie you are
unbelievable. You are unbeliev-
able. Oh my God. ... These are
going to look good in my backyard
in Charlotte."

Gossage also made sure that he
provided Gordon with a few per-
sonal gifts for himself. Gordon re-
ceived custom-made Luskey's
black cowboy boots that featured
his No. 24 and signature as well as
Texas Motor Speedway logo on
each, a mini Gordon Rd. street sign
that is a replica of the one on prop-
erty honoring him and a commis-
sioned mural artwork piece
depicting his 2009 win at Texas by
renowned sports artist David Ar-
rigo. 

"With all due respect to drivers
like Richard Petty and Dale Earn-
hardt, Jeff is perhaps the most im-
portant driver in NACAR history,"
Gossage said. "He was the most
transformative driver our sport has
seen. He won races and champi-
onships while changing the per-
ception of people around the globe

about NASCAR race car drivers.
He successfully guest hosted
shows like 'Saturday Night Live'
and 'Live with Regis and Kelly,' in-
troducing a whole new audience to
racing. It's no coincidence our sport
enjoyed unprecedented growth
during his prime years. Jeff is a
champion in every way." 

The artwork was part of a five-
canvas "Live Mural Experience" in
which Arrigo has been touring the
DFW Metroplex and painting
among the public day and evening
since Monday. He was set up in the
media center and had Gordon as-
sist him in painting portions of each
canvas during the press confer-
ence. Arrigo will finish painting the
mural Sunday, situated on the ball-
field grass in front of the starting
grid during AAA Texas 500 pre-race
activities. The other four paintings
from the mural will be donated to
Speedway Children's Charities-
Texas Chapter to be auctioned off
at a later date.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - With only three

races remaining in the 2015
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series sea-
son, the excitement and drama
heading into the season-ending
race at Homestead-Miami Speed-
way is unprecedented. Home-
stead-Miami Speedway President
Matthew Becherer announced
today that the Ford EcoBoost 400
on Sunday, November 22, is sold
out for the second consecutive
year. The championship race will
air live from Homestead-Miami
Speedway at 3 p.m. ET on NBC
and SiriusXM NASCAR Radio.

In addition, all premium seating
areas including the Champions
Club, Speedway Club, Pit Box,
suites and Pit Road Cabanas have
been sold out since September. All
that remains is a limited number of

RV Camping available in the
GEICO RV Park. 

“There will be many storylines
heading into the Championship
Round at Homestead-Miami
Speedway, one of which will be Jeff
Gordon vying for a fifth champi-
onship title in his final Sprint Cup
Series season,” Becherer said.
“We saw last year that the new
Chase format gives our fans the
opportunity to truly witness history
during the Ford EcoBoost 400, and
we fully anticipate that again with
this yearʼs race. Our guests who
will be out here at the track will not
only be treated to a terrific weekend
of racing, but also an unforgettable
overall experience with all of the
entertainment and amenities that
we have planned. For those who
want to see some great racing, we
encourage people to come out to
the Camping World Truck Series
race (Ford EcoBoost 200) on Fri-
day night and the XFINITY Series
race (Ford EcoBoost 300) on Sat-
urday, as both of those series ap-
pear like they will be decided in the
seasonʼs final race here at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway.”

With two races left in the Elimi-
nator Round, only Jeff Gordon has
locked in his spot as one of the
Championship 4 eligible to com-
pete for the Sprint Cup Series title
at Homestead-Miami Speedway.
One other driver could do the same
after this weekend in Texas, and all
four spots will be so-
lidified after the Sprint
Cup Series race at
Phoenix International
Raceway on Novem-
ber 15. 

Although the Ford
EcoBoost 400 is now
sold out, fans of some
of the most popular
drivers on the Sprint
Cup Series circuit will

have a chance to see those same
drivers a day earlier in the XFINITY
Series race. 

The Camping World Truck Se-
ries championship title could come
down to the final race of the season
at Homestead-Miami Speedway,
as only 13 points separate the top
three drivers in Erik Jones, Matt
Crafton and Tyler Reddick. The
Ford EcoBoost 200 will air live from
Homestead-Miami Speedway on
Friday, November 20 at 8 p.m. ET
on FOX Sports 1 and SiriusXM
NASCAR Radio.

The XFINITY Series champi-
onship could also come down to
the final race at Homestead-Miami
Speedway, as defending champion
Chase Elliott is second in points to
Chris Buescher, who is looking for
his first championship title. Only 36
points separate first through fourth
place in the XFINITY Series, with
drivers Chris Buescher, Chase El-
liott (27 points behind Buescher),
Regan Smith (33 points behind
Buescher) and Ty Dillon (36 points
behind Buescher) will battle for the
title. The Ford EcoBoost 300 will air
live from Homestead-Miami Speed-
way at 2:45 p.m. ET on NBC and
SiriusXM NASCAR Radio.

Tickets for the Ford EcoBoost
200 and Ford EcoBoost 300 can be
purchased by calling (305) 230-
5255, or online at www.Home-
steadMiamiSpeedway.com.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Raceway is now accepting applica-
tions for their new Fan Council. The
purpose of the Pocono Raceway
Fan Council is to assist the Race-
way staff in developing and im-
proving the overall fan experience
at ʻThe Tricky Triangle.ʼ 

“Our first two Fan Council
classes were very involved and did
a great job,” said Brandon Igdalsky,
President and CEO of Pocono
Raceway. “Their input played a role
in some of the new initiatives and
changes made over the last four
years. For 2016, we are adding
new features to enhance this pro-
gram moving forward. We always
say we have the best race fans in

(Continued Next Page)
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Eddie Gossage (left) presents Jeff Gordon with a pair of Shetland

ponies for his children as part of Gordonʼs farewell tour. (TMS
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Continued…

world, so, we cannot
wait to start receiving
applications.”

The Pocono
Raceway Fan Council
will continue to play a
key role in developing
and driving new initia-
tives, including the
ʻTricky Awards.ʼ This
program will honor
race fans at the 2016
NASCAR and INDY-
CAR race weekends
at Pocono Raceway.
More details about the
ʻTricky Awardsʼ will be

announced next year. 
Fans who would like to apply for

the Pocono Raceway Fan Council
can visit www.poconoraceway.com
/fcapply. Applications must be sub-
mitted by Monday, December 1,
2015 at 11:59 PM EST. Finalists will
be contacted no later than Friday,
December 18, 2015, and the new
Pocono Raceway Fan Council will
be announced in early January
2016. For additional info, please
visit www.poconoraceway.com/fan-
council.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - In just a little

over two weeks,  will come alive
with the sights and sounds of
Christmas with the return of the
family friendly Speedway Christ-
mas drive-through light show. But
before any cars roll through the
completely redesigned 3.5-mile il-
luminated holiday spectacle, the
course will be a supersized play-
ground for Charlotte-area runners
during the third annual Egg Nog
Jog 5K on Friday, Nov. 21.

Bringing all new meaning to
“racing under the lights,” the super-
speedway that first brought fans
NASCAR racing at night will host
more than 1,000 runners for the
third annual event before the green
flag waves on the drive-through
light show. Runners will be among
the first to get a sneak peek of the
all-new light show, which features
more synchronized lights to music
than ever before. Visitors will snake
through the infield, including nearly
one mile on the famed speedway,
and under the concourse.

“The kids loved seeing all the
lights, getting a picture with Santa
and then running around the track,”
said Jen Sercy, of Concord, after
her first Egg Nog Jog. “When we
came through the tunnel, they just
couldnʼt believe it. It was hard not
to be filled with holiday cheer.”

Following the 5K, runners will be
treated to a spectacular fireworks

display that will double as the offi-
cial start of the drive-through show.
Guests not interested in running
can drive through the course be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m.

Registration is open for the third
annual Egg Nog Jog 5K. Runners
can register online at
www.eggnogjog5k.com for just
$30. Teams of four or more will get
a $5 discount for each runner. Chil-
dren 7 and under are free with a
registered adult. Registration also
includes a voucher good for one
free entry into the drive-through
show and a souvenir Egg Nog Jog
t-shirt. Runners are encouraged to
get in on the fun with festive cos-
tumes. The race will begin at 6 p.m.
on Saturday, Nov. 21.

The jog kicks off more than a
month of holiday fun at Charlotte
Motor Speedway. The drive-
through Speedway Christmas
show will be open nightly through
Dec. 30 from 6-10 p.m., except
Christmas Day.

Every Thursday through Sunday
night, fans will also enjoy an en-
chanted Christmas Village with a
petting zoo, Bethlehem Village,
photos with Santa and more. In ad-
dition, guests can watch holiday
classics like "Elf," "Polar Express"
and "Frozen" every Thursday
through Sunday night on the
speedwayʼs gigantic 16,000-
square-foot HDTV.

Admission to Speedway Christ-
mas is $20 per car Monday through
Wednesday nights, $25 per car on
Thursday and Sunday nights and
$30 per car on Friday and Saturday
nights. Group rates for tour buses
and corporate sponsorship oppor-
tunities are also available.

For more information, visit
www.charlottemotorspeedway.com
or call 1-800-455-FANS (3267). For
daily updates connect with Char-
lotte Motor Speedway by following

on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram,
or downloading the Charlotte Motor
Speedway mobile app.

Bristol Motor Speedway
The Night Race lights will shine

brightly on hunters, sportsmen and
women – Americaʼs true conserva-
tion heroes – as Bass Pro Shops
and the National Rifle Association
(NRA) team up with Bristol Motor
Speedway to create the Bass Pro
Shops NRA Night Race.

Both organizations are excited
to align with one of the most iconic
motorsports events in the world
and unite two great American tradi-
tions – NASCAR and the outdoors
– while connecting directly with an
audience that is passionate about
both.

“NASCAR fans love racing,
hunting and the outdoors and we
are excited to spotlight them to-
gether in Bristol,” said Johnny Mor-
ris, founder of Bass Pro Shops.
“Located in the Blue Ridge and
Smoky Mountain region, the Night
Race is the perfect venue for us to
celebrate our shared love of the
outdoors and the importance of
protecting natural resources for fu-
ture generations.”

Both Bass Pro Shops and the
NRA, through its Hunting and
Wildlife Conservation Committee,
are deeply committed to conserv-
ing the outdoors and recognize the
need to raise awareness about the
contributions of Americaʼs hunters
and sporting men and women. For
example, hunters and anglers are
the largest contributors to conser-
vation in the United States, ac-
counting for more than 75 percent
of the funds provided to state con-
servation agencies. Sportsmen
have contributed more than $7.2
billion to a variety of wildlife and
habitat conservation programs
since 1937 through hunting li-

censes and excise taxes on out-
door gear.

“Racing fans and NRA members
treasure their freedom and outdoor
heritage, and the Night Race is
where we go to celebrate that love
of freedom, love of the shooting
sports, and love of the great out-
doors,” said Richard Childress,
NASCAR championship team
owner and NRA 2nd vice president.
“Itʼs an electrifying race and an ex-
citing way to celebrate the Ameri-
can values we share and the
legacy we preserve for young
sportsmen and hunters all across
this great nation.”

The partnership builds on exist-
ing collaborations to educate and
inspire the public about conserva-
tion efforts. Bass Pro Shopsʼ flag-
ship store in Springfield, Mo. is
home to the NRA National Sporting
Arms Museum, a free educational
gallery home to nearly one thou-
sand artifacts telling the story of
American icons such as Lewis and
Clark and Theodore Roosevelt.
The educational reach will expand
significantly in 2016 with the com-
pletion of Americaʼs Wildlife Mu-
seum & Aquarium, a
315,000-square foot world-class
conservation attraction dedicated
to celebrating American sporting
men and women.

Bass Pro Shops and the NRA
are long-time supporters of Bristol
Motor Speedway and its parent
company, Speedway Motorsports
Inc. (SMI) (NYSE: TRK) through
multiple entitlement sponsorships
at various motorsports venues and
with NASCAR race teams and driv-
ers.

“The iconic nature of The Night
Race and the natural beauty of our
region create the perfect opportu-
nity to highlight conservation on a
national stage,” said Jerry Caldwell,
executive vice president and gen-
eral manager for Bristol Motor
Speedway. “Hunters and sporting
enthusiasts attend NASCAR races
in droves. We share the same cus-
tomers and that makes this a well-
suited partnership.”

Tickets to the August 20, 2016
Bass Pro Shops NRA Night Race
are now available. Single-day adult
tickets start at just $69, with week-
end packages as low as $94. For
the first time, children 12 and under
are eligible for half-price tickets to
the Bass Pro Shops NRA Night
Race. Admission for kids begins at
$34 for the Sprint Cup race and
$47 for the two-day ticket package.
All pricing is valid until January 29,
2016.

For more information, visit Bris-
tolTix.com or call (855) 580-5525.

Break out the festive costumes and get the running shoes ready,

Charlotte Motor Speedway's annual Egg Nog Jog 5K returns to kick

off Speedway Christmas on Saturday, Nov. 21. (CMS photo)
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TRENTON, NJ -
Each of the competi-
tors who will be racing
in the trio of Len Sam-
mons Indoor Racing
Series events - at Al-
lentown, Pa., on Jan.
2, 2016, at Atlantic
City, N.J., on Jan.  29-
30, 2016 and at Tren-
ton, N.J., on Feb.
26-27, 2016 - will be

racing to the front of the field with
VP Racing Fuel in the fuel tanks of
their cars.

“We welcome VP Racingʼs in-
volvement with our Series,” said
Len Sammons, founder of the In-
door Series. “With VP, we know

that all of our race teams at each of
our races be racing with a reliable,
high performing fuel.”

As part of the comprehensive
agreement with Len Sammons Mo-
torsports Productions (LSMP), all
teams will be required to use M1
Racing Methanol or VP's C12 Rac-
ing Gasoline.

The Series has been officially
designated as the ʻINDOOR SE-
RIES fueled by VP Racing Fuelsʼ.

The VP presence will be keenly
felt at each of the races as all starts
and restarts during the events will
take place at the newly designated
ʻVP Power Pointʼ.

In addition to racers being as-
sured of a quality product produced

by exacting standards, VP is pro-
viding contingency awards to re-
ward the top achievers in the
Allentown, Atlantic City and Trenton
Indoor races.

A $100 VP Gift Certificate will be
given to the winner of Saturday
night's TQ Midget A-Mains in Allen-
town, Atlantic City and Trenton and
an additional $100 VP Gift Certifi-
cate will be awarded to the winner
of a random draw of all qualified
cars at each event.

To assure VP Racing Fuels
quality is maintained, each car
must arrive with empty fuel tanks at
all events. All teams will be required
to purchase fuel directly from VP
Racing Fuels at the track for use at
that events.

Tickets are on sale for each of
the three ʻINDOOR SERIES Fu-
eled By VP Racing Fuelsʼ events.

For Allentown Indoor race tick-
ets, contact the PPLCenter online,
by phone at 610-347-TIXX, or in

person at the Mealeyʼs Furniture
Box Office located on 7th & Hamil-
ton St. at PPL Center in downtown
Allentown, Pa.

Tickets for the 14th Annual At-
lantic City Indoor are available from
the Atlantic City Boardwalk Hall
Box office, all Ticketmaster outlets
and at www.ticketmaster.com. To
order by phone, call Ticketmaster
at 1-800-736-1420 or 1-800-745-
3000 or call the Boardwalk Hall
Ticket Office direct at 1-609-348-
7100.

Trenton race tickets are avail-
able online at www.comcastix.com
or by phone at 1-800-298-4200.
Tickets may also be purchased at
the Sun National Bank Center Box
Office on Monday through Friday
from 10am until 5:30pm and on
Saturday from 12 noon through
4pm. All ticket prices do not include
a $2 facility charge; facility charge
increases to $5 for tickets pur-
chased on the day of the event.
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Fueled by VP Racing Fuels

SALEM, IN -
Champion Racing As-
sociation Powered by
JEGS officials have
announced that Rac-
ing Electronics will
continue as the Official
Communications Sup-
plier of Champion
Racing Association
and all its series for
the upcoming 2016
season, the 20th sea-

son of competition for the
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS, which officially starts with

SpeedFest 2016 at Crisp Motor-
sports Park, home of Watermelon
Capital Speedway on Sunday, Jan-
uary 31st. Racing Electronics has
been involved with CRA since its
beginning in 1997, supplying series
officials with top quality radio com-
munication equipment for every
event. 

Racing Electronics will also con-
tinue their Contingency Award sup-
port of the ARCA/CRA Super
Series, the JEGS/CRA All-Star Tour
Presented by Chevrolet Perform-
ance and the Voreʼs Welding CRA
Late Model Sportsman Powered by

JEGS for the 2016 racing season. 
Racing Electronics will award a

$75 Product Certificate at each
ARCA/CRA Super Series and
JEGS/CRA All-Star Tour event to
the second place finisher for the
Racing Electronics Second to
None Award and to the driver ad-
vancing the most positions for the
Racing Electronics Hardcharger
Award. In addition, Racing Elec-
tronics will award a $200 Product
Certificate to the driver finishing
second in the final 2016 series
points for the Racing Electronics
Second to None Season Award
and a $200 Product Certificate to
the driver advancing the most posi-
tions during the 2016 race season
for the Racing Electronics Season
Hardcharger Award in both series. 

Racing Electronics will award a

$50 Product Certificate at each
Voreʼs Welding CRA Late Model
Sportsman event to the second
place finisher for the Racing Elec-
tronics Second to None Award and
to the driver advancing the most
positions for the Racing Electronics
Hardcharger Award. In addition
Racing Electronics will award a
$100 Product Certificate to the
driver finishing second in the final
2016 series points for the Racing
Electronics Second to None Sea-
son Award and a $100 Product
Certificate to the driver advancing
the most positions during the 2016
race season for the Racing Elec-
tronics Season Hardcharger
Award. 

More information on all the great
products of Racing Electronics is at
www.racingelectronics.com.
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CHARLOTTE, NC
- Christmas came
early for The Salvation
Army Boys & Girls
Club of Greensboro
Wednesday in the
form of a multi-pur-
pose, turf playing sur-
face Youth
Development Park,
gifted to the organiza-
tion by the Cal Ripken
Sr. Foundation and
the Kevin Harvick

Foundation. 
Sport superstars Cal Ripken Jr.

and Kevin Harvick cut the ribbon to

unveil the Kevin Harvick Founda-
tion Park at the future site of The
Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club
of Greensboro on W. Whittington
Street.  The park will provide a
clean and safe environment in
which local youth can play, learn
and grow.

"The Kevin Harvick Foundation
is honored to partner with the Cal
Ripken Sr. Foundation to build a
'field of dreams' for so many under-
served children in Greensboro,"
Harvick said.  "Sports can be in-
strumental in a child's physical and
mental development - an outlet for
youth who could be facing a variety

of challenges in everyday life."
The state-of-the-art facility is de-

signed for multi-sport use, featuring
a turf playing surface, backstop,
fencing, dugouts and a digital
scoreboard.  The park, a gift to The
Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club
of Greensboro, will be maintained
by the organization, with whom the
Cal Ripken Sr. Foundation and
Kevin Harvick Foundation will col-
laborate to create and implement
character education programming
and clinics for the children. 

Wednesday's ribbon-cutting cer-
emony featured guest speakers in-
cluding: Ripken, Baseball Hall
ofFamer and Ripken Foundation
vice chairman; Harvick, reigning
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series cham-
pion and Kevin Harvick Foundation
co-founder; Major Don Vick, Corps

Officer, The Salvation Army of
Greensboro;and Steve Salem,
president of Cal Ripken Sr. Foun-
dation. Following the ceremony,
Ripken and Harvick hit the field with
the children for a Quickball clinic - a
fast-paced, easy-to-learn version of
America's pastime.

The park marks the 51st Youth
Development Park completed by
the Cal Ripken Sr. Foundation for
use by Boys & Girls Clubs across
the country. The Greensboro proj-
ect represents the first collabora-
tion between the two foundations.
The Kevin Harvick Foundation as-
sists in funding the Cal Ripken Sr.
Foundation, as the two charitable
organizations share the common
goal of supporting underprivileged
youth across the United States in
various ways.
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Unveil Sate-of-the-Art

Multisport Park



Southern New

Mexico

Speedway 
LAS CRUCES,

NM - C.J. Leary saved
the best of the week-
end for last by wiring
the field to take the
$10,000 winnerʼs
share in Saturday
nightʼs Inaugural
Richard Griffin Classic
atop the 5/16-mile
Southern New Mexico
Speedway clay oval.

The Greenfield,
IN, native fought off a
host of early chal-

lengers and then survived a bid
from Brady Bacon just seven laps
shy of the checkered flag in the 40-
lapper to secure the lucrative tri-
umph aboard the Leary
Construction No. 30 non-wing
Sprint Car.

“I saw Brady at the end and
used the lapped car as a pick,”
Leary explained of Baconʼs near
pass for the lead at the stripe on
the 33rd lap.  “It was good timing
for us.”

Among the most pivotal moves
of the night for Leary was his last
lap pass of Kevin Thomas, Jr., for
second in the Casa Nissan Pole
Dash that awarded $500 to winner
Ryan Bernal.  

That pass of the Friday night
preliminary winner moved Leary to
the front row outside for the finale
and he took full advantage of it,
gunning into the lead ahead of
Bernal at the outset. 

Reigning USAC Southwest
champion R.J. Johnson race past
Thursday night winner Bernal for
second in the early going and chal-
lenged for the lead until Bernal
stepped up the pace and recap-
tured second after eight laps.

Bernal slipped over the turn four
banking on the 13th round though
and fell back to tenth with John-
sonʼs challenges cut short as well
when he went up in smoke at the
midway point.

Bacon was on the move from
fifth in the Josh Ford Motorsports
No. 73 and gave chase from sec-
ond at the midway point.  Closing
in on a lapped car in the final ten
rounds, Bacon nearly took advan-
tage only to ultimately get trapped
behind the lapped car himself.

“I thought I was gonna set him
up and use the lapped car to my
advantage, but I ended up getting
messed up instead,” Bacon said af-
terward.

The lapped car brought Kevin
Thomas, Jr., back into the mix, with

Thomas, Jr., and Bacon battling it
out for second over the final half-
dozen laps as Leary slipped away
to take the big payday.

Bacon outlasted Thomas, Jr.,
over the final rounds for runner-up
honors with Thomas, Jr., settling for
third in the RW Motorsports No.
17rw.

“Third isnʼt where I wanted to be,
I made some mistakes early that
cost me and had to race my way
back up there,” Thomas, Jr., said
afterward.

Shon Deskins stayed among the
lead group throughout before fin-
ishing fourth with Dave Darland
rounding out the top five.  Charles
Davis, Jr., was sixth with Bernal,
15th-starter Casey Shuman, Mike
Martin and Chris Windom complet-
ing the top ten.

Canyon Speedway Park
PEORIA, AZ - Ricky Thornton,

Jr., proved his mastery of the 1/3-
mile Canyon Speedway Park clay
oval by racing to victory lane to
capture the $5,000 winnerʼs share
in Saturday nightʼs 27th Annual
Desert Classic IMCA Modified main
event.

That wasnʼt enough for Thorn-
ton, Jr., though, as he also took top
Pure Stock honors with other win-
ners on the night including Daniel
Romero in Renegades, Chris Toth
in IMCA Sport Modifieds and
Shawn Fause in Mini Stocks.

The 40-lap Desert Classic finale
quickly turned into a non-stop battle
between Thornton, Jr., and Kyle
Strickler, who topped Fridayʼs qual-
ifying session and then won his 20-
lap qualifier to earn the pole
starting position.

The duo swapped the lead sev-
eral times along the way before
Thornton, Jr., the 2014 CSP track
champion, came away with the vic-
tory.

After Strickler failed to pass

post-race technical inspection, Ne-
braskaʼs Jesse Sobbing claimed
runner-up honors with Fridayʼs sec-
ond “Twin Twenty” winner Lance
Mari rounding out the podium in
third.  New Mexicoʼs Zane DeVil-
biss and Missouriʼs Hunter Marriott
rounded out the top five.

Thornton, Jr., doubled up on the
night by racing from seventh to
capture the Arizona Differential
Pure Stock victory ahead of Matt
Martinez with Speedy Madrid, Joe
Vlasity and Michael Wrightsman
also among the top five.

Daniel Romero raced from the
front row outside to take top Scotts-
dale Muffler & Automotive Rene-
gade honors ahead of Jason
Crowe and Chuck Thornton, Chris
Toth capitalized on the pole starting
position to win the IMCA Sport
Modified feature ahead of Tony Hill
and Adam Echter while Shawn
Fause finished off a sweep of Mini
Stock action by beating John Miller
to the line once again.

Canyon Speedway Park fires
back to life on the opening week-
end of December on the 5th and

6th with the Holiday Hustle 100 that
culminates with a 100-lap Pure
Stock vs. IMCA Stock Car event, a
50-lap Renegades vs. IMCA Hobby
Stock feature event as well as Au-
tocross action.

Canyon Speedway Park
PEORIA, AZ - Kyle Strickler and

Lance Mari nabbed the headlines
by topping Friday nightʼs “Twin
Twenties” that kicked off the 27th
Annual Desert Classic atop the 1/3-
mile Canyon Speedway Park clay
oval.

While Strickler and Mari earned
front row starting positions for Sat-
urdayʼs $5,000-to-win Desert Clas-
sic finale, other Friday night
winners included Matt Martinez in
Pure Stocks, Merle Zachrison in
Renegades, Jason George in
IMCA Sport Modifieds and Shawn
Fause in Hobby Stocks.

After setting quick time over the
field of 43 IMCA Modifieds, North
Carolina-based Strickler raced on
to victory lane in the first 20-lapper
to earn the pole position for Satur-
dayʼs finale.  “The High Side Tick-
ler” was chased to the line by Jesse
Sobbing with Zane Devilbiss, 17th-
starter Kyle Brown, Ricky Alvarado
and Jason Noll also locking into the
main event.

In the second IMCA Modified 20-
lapper, Mari rallied from the tenth
starting position to take the win
ahead of front row outside starter
Ricky Thornton, Jr., with Hunter
Marriott, David Brown, Kody
Schollp and Jay Foster also earn-
ing feature starting berths.

While the top six in each twin 20-
lapper locked into Saturdayʼs main
event, those finishing seventh to
12th will be in a Saturday night “B”
Main with those 13th on back going
to twin “C” Mains.
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C. J. Leary celebrates with his team after winning the Inaugural

Richard Griffin Classic at Southern New Mexico Speedway. (JIM

ROSAS photo)

Kyle Strickler had a better night Friday night at the Desert Classic

when he won the race, Saturday night was different when he failed

to pass post-race technical inspection.(JASON ROMINGER photo)


