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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - During a
historic event held
today in Charlotte,
N.C., NASCAR Chair-
man and CEO Brian
France joined with
NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series team owners to
announce a landmark
long-term agreement
that provides teams

with increased business certainty
and the ability to work more closely
with NASCAR to produce best-in-
class racing.

In effect as the 2016 NASCAR
season prepares to kick off this
weekend, the new Charter system
addresses three key areas – par-
ticipation, governance and eco-
nomics – to promote a more
predictable, sustainable and valu-
able team business model. The
agreement grants NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series Charters to 36 teams,
establishes a Team Owner Council
that will have formal input into deci-
sions, and provides Charter teams
with new revenue opportunities in-
cluding a greater interest in digital
operations.

"Today represents a landmark
change to the business model of
team ownership in NASCAR,"
France said. "The Charter agree-
ments provide nine years of stabil-
ity for NASCAR and the teams to
focus on growth initiatives together
with our track partners, auto manu-
facturers, drivers and sponsors.
The Charters also are transferable,
which will aid in the development of
long-term enterprise value for
Charter members."

The system affords Charter
teams that remain in good standing
more predictable revenue over the
nine years of the agreement. Along
with improved financial certainty,
the new framework is designed to
increase the long-term market
value of teams and provide the
ability to plan farther ahead with ex-
isting and prospective partners.

Similar to the five-year sanction-
ing agreements that NASCAR be-
gins with tracks in 2016, team
owner Charter agreements allow
for longer planning cycles around
competition, innovation, digital mar-
keting, governance and research
and development.

"The new Charter program
strengthens each of our busi-

nesses individually and the team
model as a whole, which is good for
NASCAR, our fans, drivers, spon-
sors and the thousands of people
who we employ," said Rob Kauff-
man, co-owner of Chip Ganassi
Racing. "This will give us more sta-
bility and predictability, and it will
allow us to take a more progres-
sive, long-term approach to issues.

"NASCAR and the teams share
a desire to preserve, promote and
grow the sport and ultimately pro-
duce great racing for our fans and
partners. These common goals
served as the foundation for dis-
cussions and helped bring us to

this unprecedented agreement.
This is a great step forward for the
entire sport made possible by Brian
France setting a new course for the
NASCAR industry and the owners
coming together on shared issues.
Everyone involved then compro-
mised a bit to be able to come up
with something that worked for all."

Each Charter team owner has a
guaranteed entry into the field of
every NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
points race. To maintain the histor-
ical openness of NASCAR racing,
the balance of the field will be open
for team owners who do not hold
Charters. These Open team own-

ers will compete for the remaining
starting spots and positions in the
race, as each event in the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Seriesʼ start-
ing lineup shifts in 2016 to a 40-car
field.

"The new team owner agree-
ments will offer a more appealing
environment for both current and
prospective team owners at the
NASCAR premier series level,"
France said. "Iʼve always stressed
that if we can do things to improve
the business of our stakeholders,
we will pursue it. Iʼm very proud of
what weʼve accomplished today
with this agreement."
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for NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
New Collaborative Business Model for Owners and Tracks Now in Place for 2016

NASCAR Charter Teams

(Listed by historical inception of race team entity, then nemerical)



For most race
teams, all thatʼs left be-
fore the season starts
is to apply a final coat
of paint and slap on
some sponsor decals.
By now, everyone is
eager to head to the
Daytona International
Speedway for this
weekʼs Sprint Unlim-
ited exhibition race
and the season-open-

ing Daytona 500.
And like seasons past,

crews and fans will find
some changes.

While the differences
arenʼt sweeping, many are
supposed to affect the
final product. So hereʼs a
look at the biggest
changes:

Low downforce. By re-
ducing the size of the rear
spoiler and the front bumper
valiance, NASCAR wants to take
away some of the traction created
by aerodynamics.

The plan was tested last year at
races at the Kentucky Speedway
and Darlington Raceway. Drivers
liked the switch because success
was measured more by their ability,
not an engineerʼs.

In the process, there was less
follow-the-leader racing than with
the older package.

New rides. The biggest vacancy
the sportʼs seen in years came
when Jeff Gordon traded his steer-
ing wheel for a seat in the FOX
Sports television booth. That void
was filled by 2014 Nationwide Se-
ries champion Chase Elliott, the
son of 1988 Cup champion Bill El-
liott.

But that wasnʼt the only
shakeup.

Clint Bowyer moved from de-
funct Michael Waltrip Racing to a
one-year gig with HScott Motor-
sports. He will take over for Tony
Stewart after he retires at the end
of the current season.

Other changes include: Brian
Scott moving into Sam Hornish Jr.ʼs
old ride at Richard Petty Motor-
sports – along with a number swap
from 9 to 44;David Ragan to the
No. 23 at BK Racing; Landon Cas-
sill to the No. 39 at Front Row Mo-
torsports; Jeffrey Earnhardt to the
No. 32 at Go FAS Racing; 2015
Nationwide champion Chris
Buescher to the No. 34 at Front

Row Motorsports; and, Regan
Smith to the No. 7 at Tommy Bald-
win Racing.

The No. 78 for Martin Truex Jr.
and Furniture Row Racing
switched from Chevrolet to Toyota,
and the No. 95 for Michael Mc-
Dowell and Levine Family Racing
went from Ford to Chevrolet.

Ford gets a new Fusion. While
the two Penske cars for Joey
Logano and Brad Keselowski
showed plenty of speed in the past
two years, everyone else under the

Ford Racing umbrella is
happy to get a new car this
season.
Roush Fenway Racing,
Richard Petty Motorsports,
Wood Brothers Racing,
Levine Family Racing and
Front Row Motorsports all
were winless last year with
the older Fusion.

“Thereʼs no mis-
taking weʼre here to win races and
championships,” said Dave Peri-
cak, global director, Ford Perform-
ance. 

“And we believe the new
NASCAR Fusion will be a powerful
tool in the hands of our teams and
drivers.

“Aerodynamics are more impor-
tant than ever at the speeds these
cars run, so we used some of the
best wind tunnel and computational
fluid dynamics technology available
to create this new Fusion.”

Wood Brothers go full-time. After
dropping back to a part-time sched-
ule in 2009, Wood Brothers Racing
and driver Ryan Blaney will go full-
time this year in the famed No. 21
Ford.

“Yeah, itʼs a big jump to get back
used to it, especially when you go
full-time in the Cup Series,” Blaney
said. 

“You race so often and there are
so many weekends that youʼre
gone, and a lot more time goes into
it.”

The Woods will get technical as-
sistance from Penske Racing.

“Itʼs a big jump, but they said it
perfect: with the Penske organiza-
tion helping us out, I feel like weʼre
doing a really good job in balancing
between the Wood Brothers and
the Penske team,” Blaney said. “I
feel like we work really well to-
gether and I think thatʼs going to re-
ally help us in going back full-time
and kind of getting that production
side done with that.”
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Biggest Changes

Heading to Daytona

Welcome to 2016!

FasTrack Racing Journal is still available as

an online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015

have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com

follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
NASCAR Sprint Cup 2 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 9-11

Fast Forum 3-4 Artic Cat ASCC 12

P.A.S.S. 6 Dirt Notebook 13-14

ARCA/CRA 7 Sunshine State Mods 15

OnTrack 8 ShorTrack 16

ON THE COVER:
BRIAN FRANCE - NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY

JOSH RICHARDS - PAUL ARCH
KRAIG KINSER - PAUL ARCH

KANNAPOLIS, NC - Tony Stew-
art, driver of the No. 14 Chevrolet
for Stewart-Haas Racing in the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series, sus-
tained a burst fracture of the L1
vertebra in an all-terrain vehicle ac-
cident Sunday while vacationing on
the West Coast.

Stewart was transported to a
local hospital following the non-rac-
ing accident and promptly evalu-
ated. He was awake and alert
throughout the process and able to
move all of his extremities.

Stewart flew to North Carolina
Tuesday evening and was admitted
to a Charlotte-area hospital for fur-
ther evaluation. On Wednesday, he
underwent surgery.

The subsequent recovery period
means Stewart will miss the begin-
ning of the Sprint Cup season. A
timetable for Stewartʼs return has
not been determined, but he is ex-
pected to make a full recovery and
return to the No. 14 Chevrolet in
2016. Plans for an interim driver
have not been finalized.

Tony Stewart Injury Update from

Stewart-Haas Racing

NKP photo



Yes, race fans, itʼs
that time of year. All of
the 2015 awards ban-
quet hoopla is over.
Teams, sponsors, and
drivers have been
working hard since the
final checkered flag in
late November prepar-
ing for the second
week in February.

Now, before you
jump down my case, I
understand that racing
has continued through
the winter months.

However, for the purpose of this
column, Iʼm talking about
the NASCAR season
which begins next week
in Daytona Beach,
Florida.

The 2016 NASCAR
season will certainly
have a different look for
fans who follow the
sports closely. The driver
lineup in each of the top
three divisions of
NASCAR has so many changes,
the program sales for the first sev-
eral races this year should be
greatly increased. Not to mention
the hours of work and preparation
by the media and broadcast teams
prior to season-openers this month.

Before we look ahead at the new
season, I want to briefly reflect on a
couple of changes since we last
saw a NASCAR event. For fans of
the Hendrick Motorsports #24, you
will no longer see four-time
NASCAR Champion Jeff Gordon
behind the wheel. Gordon retired
from active driving and will transi-
tion to the Fox TV booth with Mike
Joy and Darrell Waltrip this year.
Chase Elliott will be the fourth Hen-
drick driver this season, joining
Dale Earnhardt Jr., Jimmie John-
son, and Kasey Kahne.

The world of motorsports lost
one of its most popular members
when Barney Hall passed away re-
cently. Hall announced motorsports
events for Motor Racing Network
for over four decades, and his
legacy in our sport will serve to
guide future and current announc-
ers in motorsports. It will just not
seem like motorsports has returned
without the voice of Barney Hall to
paint the pictures we couldnʼt see.
A friend in the garage, at or away
from the track, Hall will truly be
missed.

When we look back at 2015,
Kyle Busch (Sprint Cup), Chris
Busecher (XFINITY), and Eric

Jones (Camping World Truck)
hoisted Championship trophies.
Ironically, only one (Busch) has the
opportunity to repeat. Buescher will
compete in the Cup Series and
Jones will drive a full XFINITY
schedule. So, who will celebrate in
Homestead later this year? Iʼll
make my 2016 Champions predic-
tions next week.

Now, letʼs turn the calendar to
2016 and look at several significant
changes.

For the sake of time and space,
Iʼll not attempt to list all of the driver,
team, and sponsor changes that
occurred since we last met. Iʼll high-

light and feature many
of those changes
throughout the season.
So, letʼs focus on sev-
eral procedure and race
format changes that will,
certainly, produce excit-
ing results.

The Sprint Cup
Chase for the Champi-
onship has provided ex-
citement that didnʼt

decide their Champion the past two
seasons until the final lap at Home-
stead. Well, NASCAR decided to
expand their concept and excite-
ment to the XFINITY and Camping
World Truck Series in 2016. Both
will adapt a Chase format similar to
the Cup Series.

The XFINITY Chase will consist
of twelve drivers, seven races, and
three rounds. And, before you ask,
2015 Chase for the Sprint Cup driv-
ers are ineligible to compete in the
Champion race. Plus, driver(s) who
win two Dash 4 Cash bonuses earn
a Chase berth. Speaking of the
Dash 4 Cash, the four races this
year will be Bristol (April), Rich-
mond (April), Dover (May), and In-
dianapolis (July). Format for those
races will vary from normal races
as well.  Pole qualifying will set the
starting positions for two heat
races. Odd-numbered qualifiers in
the first hear; even-numbered qual-
ifiers, the second. Heat winners will
start the main race on the front row
with first heat finishers lining up on
inside for feature. Second heat fin-
ish will determine outside row for
feature. The top two finishing XFIN-
ITY Series points-earning drivers in
each of the two heats will compete
for the Dash 4 Cash in main race.
The highest finisher of those four
wins Dash 4 Cash for that event.
Two Dash wins will qualify a driver
for chase eligibility. Confused?
Youʼre not alone, but it will all work
out starting at Bristol.

The Camping World Truck Se-
ries Chase format will consist of
eight drivers, seven races, and
three rounds (8 drivers, 6, then 4).
As in the XFINITY Series Chase,
2015 Chase for the Sprint Cup driv-
ers are ineligible to compete in the
Championship race. Another major
change in the Truck Series for 2016
is the “Caution Clock”. A 20-minute
caution clock begins when the race
leader crosses the start/finish line
on the start or restart of all races. If
the clock get to 00:00, a caution will
wave. Then, the clock resets to 20
minutes for the next green flag. If
an in-race caution occurs before
the clock runs out, it is rest to 20
minutes. With 20 laps to go, the
Caution Clock is turned off and will
not be used during the duration of
the race. Two exceptions to this
new format. The caution clock will
not be used at Eldora Speedway,
and at Canadian Tire Motorsports
Park and Pocono, the clock will be
turned off with ten laps remaining.

This February, one of the most
anticipated projects ever will be re-
vealed. Daytona International
Speedway will unveil Daytona Ris-
ing, the first motorsports stadium.
The World Center of Racing will
now feature five expanded and re-
designed entrances that lead to a
series of escalators and elevators
that transport fans to three different
concourse levels. Each level fea-
tures spacious social areas called
“neighborhoods” along the
frontstretch, twice as many rest-
rooms, and three times as many
concession and merchandise
stands. Daytona Rising is truly a
“must see” for every motorsports
fan.

As we approach the beginning
of another NASCAR season, there
are still several unanswered ques-
tions. With the unfortunate accident
to Tony Stewart last week, the re-
placement driver(s) for the #14 car
has yet to be determined. Also, the
length of Stewartʼs recovery and
his driving future are not deter-
mined at this point. Remember,
Stewart announced late last year
that 2016 would be his final year of
competition in NASCAR.

Also, the much discussed Char-
ter System between Sprint Cup
owners and NASCAR has yet to be
finalized. I have heard that a con-
clusion could be reached any day,
so many answers to this agree-
ment could be determined before
the green flag at Daytona. This
Charter will be historic and could
change the face of NASCAR at
their premiere level far into the fu-
ture.

Hereʼs wishing that we enjoy the

most competitive and safest year of
racing ever. Best of luck to all com-
petitors, team members, officials,
and fans for a great 2016 season.

NASCAR Racing Experience

Acquires Racing Adventure in

Strategic Growth Initiative

CONCORD, NC - Driving 101,
LLC, the owner and operator of the
NASCAR Racing Experience,
which is the premiere driving and
ride-a-long experience intended to
simulate the NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series™, announced today it is ac-
quiring all of the assets of Racing
Adventure, formerly Dale Jarrett
Racing Adventure.

The strategic move expands
NASCAR Racing Experienceʼs net-
work of tracks and programs. Par-
ticipants will have an opportunity to
enjoy the most authentic NASCAR
driving experience with radio com-
munications, timed racing ses-
sions, stock cars that are
technically similar to NSCS cars
and no lead follow cars. NASCAR
Racing Experience will run at At-
lanta Motor Speedway, Auto Club
Speedway, Charlotte Motor Speed-
way, Chicagoland Speedway,
Dover International Raceway,
Homestead-Miami Speedway,
Kentucky Speedway, Myrtle Beach
Speedway, Michigan International
Speedway, New Hampshire Motor
Speedway, Phoenix International
Raceway, Richmond International
Raceway, Talladega Superspeed-
way and Texas Motor Speedway.

“We are proud to expand the
NASCAR Racing Experience with
the addition of Racing Adventure,”
said Robert Lutz, CEO, NASCAR
Racing Experience. “We deliver the
most authentic on-track racing ex-
perience and look forward to shar-
ing this experience with even more
race fans in the future.” 

NASCAR Racing Experience
will be honoring gift cards from now
until April 30, 2016 from Racing Ad-
venture and all customers with
reservations. For additional infor-
mation or to make a reservation,
please contact NASCAR Racing
Experience at 704-886-2400. 

NASCAR Racing Experience is
the leading experiential racing
company in North America. Offer-
ing the most realistic NASCAR rac-
ing programs available to NASCAR
fans nationwide. NASCAR Racing
Experience programs are con-
ducted at 14 racetracks across the
United States and offer a vast array
of corporate outings and motor-
sports themed events.  For more
information call 877-RACE-LAP
(877-722-3527) or visit www.
NASCARRacingExperience.com.
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EASLEY, SC - De-
fending Pro All Stars
Series (PASS) Super
Late Model national
champion Joey Doiron
stormed back from
three laps down to
take the lead from
Derek Ramstrom with
25 laps to go and led
the rest of the way to

take the win in the PASS Winter
Meltdown 150 Saturday afternoon
at Greenville-Pickens Speedway.
The win matches his Winter Melt-
down triumph at Floridaʼs Auburn-
dale Speedway in 2013.  It was
also his second straight PASS
Super Late Model win at
Greenville-Pickens Speedway.

“I almost parked it on the pace
laps because the clutch was slip-
ping and wouldnʼt work,” said Do-
iron afterwards.  “We took the
green and I was wide open and
couldnʼt even keep up.  We lost
three laps and I figured we would
go until lap 50 and if I could keep
up, we would keep racing.  Fortu-
nately enough we got the laps
back.  Nobody can say I didnʼt pass
the most cars.”

In qualifying, Preston Peltier set
a new track record for PASS at the
legendary half-mile speedway with
a lap of 90.923 miles per hour.  Fol-
lowing the top 10 qualifiers redraw,
Peltier would slot in to the sixth
starting position, while Roger Lee
Newton and Tyler Church would
move up to the front row.

At the drop of the green flag,
Newton jumped into the lead over
Church and Matt Craig.  The first
caution flag of the afternoon would
wave on lap four when rookie
Kodie Conner spun in turn one and
collected RS Senter and JP Josi-
asse.  Back under green, Mike
Hopkins would take the lead from
Newton before being bypassed for
the top spot by Michael Faulk on
nine.

The car on the move early on
was Jeremy Davis, who started in
13th.  Davis moved by Jay Fogle-
man for fifth on lap 24 and, just four
laps later, passed Faulk for the
lead.

The biggest incident of the day
would occur on lap 38 when Trey
Jarrell and Jeff Batten made hard
contact on the back straightaway
collecting Jimmy Doyle, Matt Math-

eson, and Conner.  Thanks to the
early cautions, Doiron was able to
recover from losing three laps with
clutch problems and get back on
the lead lap for the next restart.

Texas youngster Derek Scott, Jr.
would take a turn up front when he
moved by Davis for the lead.  Davis
would continue to slide back as
both Peltier and Derek Ramstrom
moved by to take second and
third.  Following a caution for a spin
into the turn three wall by Mathe-
son, Peltier was able to work to the
low side of Scott to take the lead on
lap 53.  All the while, Doiron was
marching his way to the front, mov-
ing around Faulk and into the top
10 on lap 57.

The lead would continue to
change hands as Mike Hopkins
passed Peltier on lap 60 and was
then passed himself by Scott just
nine laps later.  Just past halfway,
Doiron was up to fifth and chal-
lenging the leaders.  Following a
spin by Dabbs in turn two on lap 77,
Ramstrom regained the lead as he
moved by Scott.  But Doiron was
on a charge, moving into second
and eventually passing Ramstrom
for the lead on lap 94.

With 47 laps to go, a competition
caution would wave to allow teams
to change two tires and refuel.  On
the restart, Ramstrom moved back
by Doiron to take the lead.  But it
would be short lived as Doiron

would go back up front with 25 laps
to go.  Ramstrom began to struggle
with the handle of his machine los-
ing two more spots to Peltier and
Hopkins.  With less than 15 laps to
go, Hopkins bypassed Peltier to
take second place.

Following a spin by John-
Michael Shenette with seven laps
to go, Hopkins began a spirited
charge to take the lead from Do-
iron.  Despite drawing alongside on
a couple of occasions, Hopkins
would have to settle for second as
Doiron captured his second career
PASS South Super Late Model vic-

tory.  Peltier, Ramstrom, and Davis
would complete the top five.
Rounding out the top ten were Matt
Craig, Ben Rowe, Randy Gentry,
Conner, and Jay Fogleman.

The PASS South Super Late
Models will be in action once again
for 150 laps as part of the 11th An-
nual South Carolina Clash on Sat-
urday, March 5th at Dillon Motor
Speedway. 

Entry forms are available now at
ProAllStarsSeries.com.  Be sure to
“Like” the Pro All Stars Series on
Facebook or follow us on Twitter at
@PASSSLM14.
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Doiron Fights Back From
3 Laps Down For PASS
Winter Meltdown Win At

Greenville

The top three finishers of the Winter Meltdown celebrate in victory

lane at Greenville-Pickens Speedway. Joey Doiron (center) took

home the win over second place finisher Mike Hopkins (right) and

third place finisher Preston Peltier (left). (LWpictures.com/PASS

photo)

The #23 of Zachary Dabbs spins on the track while the #8 of Tate Fogleman goes low to avoid him.

(LWpictures.com/PASS photo)



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - General
Tire is building on its
new partnership as
the Official Tire of the
ARCA Racing Series
Presented by
Menards and will be-
come the presenting
sponsor of the upcom-
ing ARCA season-

opening race at the "World Center
of Racing."  The race scheduled for
February 13 at the legendary Day-
tona International Speedway will

now be known as the "Lucas Oil
200 Driven by General Tire."  This
80-lap, 200-mile event kicks off
SPEEDWEEKS® at Daytona, the
first of two races on Saturday night,
Feb. 13. Following the Lucas Oil
200 Driven by General Tire, the
stars of the NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series will take center stage with
the Sprint Unlimited. 

Both races will be the first stock
car events at the facility since the
completion of the DAYTONA Rising
project, $400 million renovation
that transformed the speedway into

the world's first motorsports sta-
dium.

“For us to be a part of stock car
history at the legendary Daytona
International Speedway is beyond
words.  We are truly excited and
honored to partner with the track
and join our great friends at Lucas
Oil in support of the ARCA Racing
Series.” said Travis Roffler, director
of marketing for General Tire.

“We are excited to have General
Tire serve as a presenting spon-
sor,” Daytona International Speed-
way President Joie Chitwood III
said. “The Lucas Oil 200 Driven by
General Tire as well as the Sprint
Unlimited will deliver an exciting
racing doubleheader for fans who
will be experiencing the new
amenities in the motorsports sta-
dium following the $400 million
DAYTONA Rising redevelopment

project.”
“Itʼs very appropriate for the on

track racing debut of General Tire
in the ARCA Racing Series pre-
sented by Menards to coincide with
the inauguration of the amazing
DAYTONA Rising project,” said
ARCA President Ron Drager. “Itʼs
an honor and a privilege to race at
Daytona, as it has been for ARCA
since 1964, and our entire series
looks forward to the 2016 Lucas Oil
200 Driven by General Tire.”

The multi-year agreement will
make General Tire a Promotional
Partner of Daytona International
Speedway.  Branding for the 100-
year old tire company will be visible
at the pre-race stage, the flag stand
and in victory lane.  General Tire
plans to announce additional ARCA
Racing Series entitlements in the
coming week.
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ARCAʼs Season-Opening
Daytona Race

Berlin and
Salem Switch
Weekends on

CRA
Schedules
SALEM, IN - Offi-

cials from Champion
Racing Association
Powered by JEGS,
Berlin Raceway and
Salem Speedway an-
nounced today, that
Berlin and Salem will
be swapping their race
weekends on the pre-
viously announced
CRA 2016 schedules.

The Berlin event
for the JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
presented by Chevrolet Perform-
ance will now be on Saturday, June
11th and the Salem event for the
JEGS Series will now be on Satur-
day, June 18th.

Additionally, the Battle at Berlin
251 for the ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by JEGS will be
moved to Monday, June 13th.  With
the changes in the race weekend,
that event has now become a spe-
cial non-points event on the CRA
schedule. 

Berlin officials announced that
the Battle at Berlin 251 schedule
will include an open practice on Fri-
day, with practice and 1st round
qualifying on Saturday. Monday will
have practice, 2nd round qualifying
and the Berlin 251.  Sunday will
feature non-track activities, to be
announced, as fairground rules do
not allow for any on-track activities
on Sunday. 

The track is preparing for nu-
merous fun activities for the racers,
crews and fans alike on that off
Sunday, which may include a Pit

Party and Michigan Cup Race
viewing party, golf outing and pos-
sible Michigan Cup race trip.

Salem Speedway agreed to
work with Berlin officials to switch
weekends, after Berlin officials
were presented with local festival
competition and weekend conflicts
for some of the nationʼs top racers.

“There are tremendous chal-
lenges in scheduling a major event
like the Battle at Berlin 251,” noted
CRAʼs R. J. Scott, “so it was great
to see these promoters working to-
gether to help each other achieve
their needs.  We appreciate them
working so well together.”

Additional details about the Bat-
tle at Berlin 251 will be announced
in the coming weeks.

More information about CRA
and their events can be found at
www.cra-racing.com.

Penske Racing
Shocks Returns to

Support CRA
SALEM, IN - Champion Racing

Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials have announced that Penske
Racing Shocks will return as a
sponsor of the ARCA/CRA Super
Series Powered by JEGS and the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Pre-
sented by Chevrolet Performance
for the upcoming 2016 race sea-
son. At each series event Penske
Racing Shocks will award the high-
est finishing racer that utilizes
Penske Racing Shocks with a $125
Product Certificate and the second
highest finishing user with a $75
Product Certificate. Penske Racing
Shocks will also award the highest
finishing racer in each series final
2016 points utilizing Penske Rac-
ing Shocks with a $500 Product
Certificate and the second highest

user in points with a $350 Product
Certificate.

Penske Racing Shocks has
been serving the racing industry for
over a decade. Using the technol-
ogy first developed for Indy Car,
Penske Racing Shocks engineers
have designed shock absorbers for
all forms of racing. Every shock is
built for quality, simplicity, repeata-
bility, and high performance. All of
the racing shocks are assembled to
the racers specifications. Penske
Racing Shocks were successfully
developed and tested in 1985.
Since then, cars equipped with
Penske Racing Shocks continue to
win many races and champi-
onships, nationally and internation-
ally. Roger Penske recently
celebrated 50 years of racing ex-
cellence that started with his form-
ing Team Penske in 1966.

CRA winners in 2015 utilizing
Penske Racing Shocks included
Brian Campbell, who won a series
leading four races with the
ARCA/CRA Super Series and one
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour race,
also getting wins multiple wins
were Eddie Van Meter, Hunter
Baize and John Hunter Nemechek,
and single event winners included
Ali Kern and Josh Nelms.

For more information on Penske
Racing Shocks visit their web site
at www.penskeshocks.com. For
specific product information relating
to the ARCA/CRA Super Series
and the JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
Presented by Chevrolet Perform-
ance contact the Penske Racing
Shocks Mid-west Distributor at
517-592-6681 or look for the
Penske Racing Shocks van and
company representative Greg
Browning at selected ARCA/CRA
Super Series and JEGS/CRA All-

Stars Tour Presented by Chevrolet
Performance events during the
2016 season.

DRP Performance
Products Extends
Support of CRA

for the 2016 and 2017
Seasons

SALEM, IN - Champion Racing
Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials have announced that DRP
Performance Products has agreed
to continue its support of CRA as a
marketing partner with the
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS and JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Presented by Chevrolet Per-
formance for the 2016 and 2017
seasons. 2016 will be the second
season consecutive season DRP
has been a marketing partner with
CRA.

DRP Performance Products will
award the third and tenth place fin-
ishers at every ARCA/CRA Super
Series and JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour event with $100 Product Cer-
tificates. DRP Performance Prod-
ucts will award the third and tenth
place finishers in each series final
ownerʼs points with $400 Product
Certificates. In addition, DRP Per-
formance Products will be a pointʼs
fund contributor for both series.

DRP Performance Products de-
signs, manufactures, and distrib-
utes innovative products for the
high-performance racing industry.
Specializing in the circle track stock
car racing market, they offer over
800 unique items.

For more information about DRP
Performance Products contact
them at 888-399-6074 or visit their
web site at
www.drpperformance.com.
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Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON,

SC - On Thursday
evening (Feb. 4), Dar-
lington Raceway was
named the recipient of
the 2016 ʻCommunity
Prideʼ Award at the an-
nual Greater Darling-
ton Chamber of
Commerce Awards
Banquet, held at the
Darlington Country
Club.

The award was
given to the track by
local business leaders
for its tremendous in-
volvement and impact

in the greater Darlington commu-
nity.

Itʼs an award that Darlington
Raceway President Chip Wile and
his staff took to heart during the
ceremonies.

“Weʼve been very fortunate to be
recognized by the NASCAR indus-
try leaders for our Bojanglesʼ
Southern 500 race weekend, but
this Community Pride award
means even more because it came
from our local community,” Wile
said. “We are truly honored to re-
ceive this award because we do
take great pride in being a strong
community partner. Darlington
Raceway is a facility our local com-
munities enjoy and are proud of.
We are proud to say we are located
in Darlington, South Carolina.”

Since 2013, Darlington Race-
way has increased its community
events exponentially. The track an-
nually hosts the following events for
the community:

• Turn 3 Theater Movie Nights
Presented by Raceway Ford &
Chevrolet featuring family-fun
movies such as Cars and Cloudy
with a Chance of Meatballs 2.
Movie nights occur in the spring.

• Speed & Feed BBQ Cook-Off
and Car Show Presented by Sam
Carbis Solutions Group. Held on
the second weekend in November
each year. The event features over
40 of the regionʼs top cook teams
competing for a $2,500 cash prize.
Over 400 classic cars are on dis-
play for enthusiasts.

• In the spring, the track hosts a
one-day running event, featuring a
half marathon, 5K and 1.366-mile
fun run.

• Darlington Raceway partners
with the Greater Darlington Cham-
ber of Commerce to host Freedom
Fest. Freedom Fest is a July 4
community festival and fireworks
show. Over 15,000 people attend
the event annually.

• Country concert supporting the

Darlington County Education Foun-
dation (DCEF). Held in May of
2015.

• Touch-A-Truck event held in
the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
garage with proceeds benefiting
the Junior League of Florence.

• The track has hosted a Walk
with the Docs event, which raises
funds for the free medical clinic in
Darlington County.

Additionally, the track has made
contributions to support local area
charitable organizations, including
The Lord Cares and Harvest Hope
Food Banks, the YMCA of Darling-
ton and the Darlington County
School District.

“Being a good community part-
ner is critical to the success of our
racetrack,” Wile said.

“We will not rest on our laurels.
Weʼll continue to make Darlington
Raceway a destination for our local
residents and in turn raise monies
that support local endeavors im-
portant to the people of Darlington
County.”

The Tradition Continues on
Labor Day weekend as the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Bojan-
glesʼ Southern 500® is set for Sun-
day, Sept. 4, 2016. The NASCAR
XFINITY Series VFW Sport Clips
Help A Hero 200 will race on Satur-
day, Sept. 3, 2016.

You can keep up with all of the
latest news from Darlington Race-
way at DarlingtonRaceway.com, on
Facebook at Facebook.com/Dar-
lingtonRaceway and on Twitter at
Twitter.com/TooToughToTame.
Fans are encouraged to post their
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500 stories
and memories at #TraditionContin-
ues, #BojanglesSo500 and #Sport-
Clips200.

Darlington Raceway is the proud

recipient of the 2015 NMPA Myers
Brothers Award. The award recog-
nizes individuals and/or groups
who have provided outstanding
contributions to the sport of stock
car racing.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Day-

tona International Speedway has
teamed up with three-time DAY-
TONA 500 champion and new FOX
Sports analyst Jeff Gordon for a
special ticket package around the
PowerShares QQQ 300 season-
opening NASCAR XFINITY Series
race on Saturday, Feb. 20.

The package, which is available
to adults starting at $115 and chil-
dren 12 and under for $10, in-
cludes:

• One stadium seat for the Pow-
erShares QQQ 300

• Sprint FANZONE/Pre-Race ac-
cess

• A 15-minute question and an-
swer session with Gordon in a cli-
mate-controlled room located on
Level 2 of the new motorsports sta-
dium scheduled to occur on Feb.
20

Gordon, a four-time NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series champion, re-
cently completed his final NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series season and will
make his debut in the broadcast
booth with FOX Sports with the
prestigious 58th annual DAYTONA
500 on Sunday, Feb. 21.

Tickets for the Jeff Gordon
Ticket Package for the Power-
Shares QQQ 300 are available at
www.daytonainternationalspeed-
way.com/gordon or by calling 1-
800-PITSHOP.

Fans can follow NASCAR on
Twitter (@NASCAR) and stay up to
speed on the latest news by using

hashtags #NASCAR and #DAY-
TONA500. Fans can also stay con-
nected with Daytona International
Speedway on Twitter, Facebook,
Pinterest, Instagram and YouTube
for the latest news all season long.
Fans can follow the latest on DAY-
TONA Rising, the $400 million
frontstretch redevelopment project
at the “World Center of Racing” by
using #DAYTONARising on Twitter
or visiting www.daytonarising.com.

Dover Intʼl Speedway
Thereʼs a new way to camp for

the two NASCAR tripleheader
weekends on May 13-15 and Sept.
30-Oct. 2 at Dover International
Speedway this year.

With Carefree Camping in The
Retreat-Lot 12, guests pick their
bedding package, stay just a short
walk from the track and enjoy a va-
riety of new amenities such as a
community lounge area, charging
stations, concierge services and
grocery delivery.

This upgraded experience offers
more than $200 in savings com-
pared to the average cost for a
three-day stay at an area hotel.

Space is limited. Call 800-441-
RACE to learn more and reserve
your spot today.

On
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Darlington Raceway staff members receive the Community Pride
Award. Darlington Raceway President Chip Wile is holding the
award and is standing next to 2015 recipient Janie Howell, who pre-
sented the honor this year. (Darlington Raceway photo)

Bristol Motor Speedway
The fourth and final structural

tower that will support Colossus,
the worldʼs largest outdoor, center-
hung 4-sided screen, was “topped
off” yesterday Feb. 4, at 2 p.m. with
the raising of an American flag.

In addition, the scoring pylon in
the infield has been removed.  

The next phase of the colossal
undertaking is to install the cables
that support Colossus TV as well
as the state-of-the-art, 540,000-
watt audio system powering 380 3-
way loudspeakers and 48 stadium
subwoofers - enough to make any
rock star squirm with envy.





TAMPA, FL - On
Monday Night at East
Bay Raceway Park,
Josh Richards contin-
ued his recent hot
streak by winning his
third Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series
event this season.
Richards started ninth
and charged to the
front, taking the lead

on lap 20 from Jimmy Owens.
Owens came home second, fol-

lowed by Jared Landers, Tim
Dohm, and Tim McCreadie.

"What a great start to the sea-
son! I would like to thank every-
body on the crew. The track was
really good tonight. It was back to
the typical East Bay racing. It was
slimy to start with and it worked in
quite nicely. Starting ninth, I knew it
was going to be a chore to get to
the front. We had some cautions
there early on, but once the race
settled down it was really competi-
tive."

"A big thanks to Valvoline, Seu-
bert Calf Ranches, Integra,
Sunoco, Ace Metal Works, Petroff
Towing, Sallack Well Services,
Keyser, Hoosier Tires, and Durham
Racing Engines." It was the fifth ca-
reer Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries win for the 27-year-old driver at
East Bay.

Owens led the first 19 laps and

was looking for the first win for his
new team, R&W Motorsports. A
classic slide job by Richards for the
lead with five laps to go ended
those hopes. "We had a really good
car here tonight. We had a really
good car yesterday at Golden Isles
before getting in a mishap. We
were pretty much stuck to the top
tonight, and that's fine. The track
was really racy all night."

Owens, who entered the event
with two career wins at the "Clay by
the Bay," thought he could hold on
for the win tonight. "Those cautions
early on certainly hurt our momen-
tum; just as soon as we were start-
ing to pull away, a yellow would
come out. I thought I was going to
be ok until Josh got by me in turn
four. I want to thank E3 Spark
Plugs, Red Line OiI, Sunoco;
Lance and Barry Wright; and R&W
Racing."

Landers continues his impres-
sive string of top five finishes com-
ing home in third in the East Bay
opener. "We are going to get a win
soon. This car [Sweet-Bloomquist]
is just a joy to drive. Jason,
[Durham] my crew chief, and every-
body on the team are working hard
to keep us up front. It was a good
race, we could run side-by-side out
there with anybody.   I would also
like to thank Crop Production Serv-
ices, Mark Martin Automotive, ASC
Warranty, and everybody else for

all of their support."
Completing the top ten were

Brian Shirley, Steve Francis, Ricky
Weiss, Eddie Carrier Jr., and Kyle
Bronson.

In preliminary action, Jonathan
Davenport set the overall Miller
Welders Fast Time (Group B)
amongst the 35 entrants, with a lap
of 14.957 seconds. Tim Dohm set
the fastest time in Group A with a
time of 15.307 seconds. Tim Dohm,
Mike Marlar, Jimmy Owens, and
Billy Moyer Jr. won their respective

heat races. Brandon Sheppard and
Earl Pearson Jr. won their respec-
tive B-Mains. John Gardner earned
the Miller Welders Fast Time Provi-
sional and Chad Hollenbeck won
the DirtOnDirt.com Strawberry
Dash.

For the latest breaking news
concerning the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series, including the lat-
est series standings, 2016 tour
schedule, driver information, and
more visit the official website at:
www.lucasdirt.com.
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East Bay Winternationals

Opener

Josh Richards greets the crowd from East Bay Raceway Parkʼs

victory lane Monday after winning the Winternationals Opener.

(PAUL ARCH photo)

Josh Richards (1) battles Jaret Landers (777) for the lead going through the turn at East Bay Raceway Park. (PAUL ARCH photo)



BRUNSWICK, GA
- On Sunday after-
noon at Golden Isles
Speedway, Josh
Richards takes the
$15,000 finale of the
Georgia Boot Super
Bowl of Racing. The
event was sanctioned
by the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series.

Jonathan Daven-
port, the reigning

LOLMDS National Champion made
a valiant effort on the final lap to
pass Richards, but he spun allow-
ing Richards to take the checkers
first for the second time this week-
end. Jared Landers slipped by Dav-
enport for second, while Davenport
re-gained control of his car to cross
the line in third. Scott Bloomquist
was fourth, followed by Eddie Car-
rier Jr.

Davenport led the first lap of the
60-lap event before Richards
grabbed the lead on lap two.
Richards then held the top spot
over Davenport until lap 35 when
Davenport was able to forge back
into the lead. The two then dueled
as Richards rallied back into the
lead for good on lap 46.

"I kept watching the crew guys
that were giving me signals. I knew
he [Davenport] was still close when
I was leading. He [Davenport] actu-
ally helped me when he passed me
because he showed me another
line. For a day race, the track had
plenty of grip to it. I was conserving
my tires, I didn't know if they would
last, but they did. The track crew
did a great job with the track! To win
twice down here, it's a great start to
the season"

"Thanks to Valvoline, Seubert
Calf Ranches, Integra, Sunoco,
Ace Metal Works, Hoosier Tires,
Sallack Well Services, Petroff Tow-
ing, and Andy Durham of Durham
Racing Engines."

Landers was able to sneak by
Davenport in the final corner to nab
a second-place finish. "We have
had a good car all weekend," said
the race runner-up. For a day race,
the track was in really good shape,
we could run anywhere on it! We
went with a softer compound tire
and it held up really well."

"I'd like to thank everyone at
Crop Production Services, Mark
Martin Automotive, ASC Warranty,
Big Dog Motorsports, Bad Boy
Mowers, Sweet-Bloomquist Chas-

sis, and Durham Race Engines. I
think this is the best points start we
have ever had!"

Davenport gave Richards one
final shot heading to the checked
flag, but ended up getting side-
ways. He stopped momentarily and
re-gained control as the race
stayed green to the finish.

"It's Super Bowl Sunday so I
was going for the win! I got in the
corner and was already committed
and it just turned on me. We were
fortunate to finish third. I am glad
we didn't lose any more points than
we did."

"The track crew did a great job
with the track today. Turns one and
two were a little slick, but we could
run into turns three and four pretty
hard. I want to thank Kevin and Lee
Roy Rumley. Today is Lee Roy's
80th birthday and like last year, was
hoping to bring him home a win."

Completing the top ten were Tim
McCreadie, Dennis Erb Jr., Bran-
don Sheppard, Devin Moran, and
Darrell Lanigan.

In preliminary action, Brian
Shirley set the overall Miller
Welders Fast Time (Group B)
amongst the 42 entrants, with a lap
of 15.231 seconds. Jonathan Dav-
enport set the fastest time in Group
A with a time of 15.240 seconds.
Jonathan Davenport, Jared Lan-
ders, Brian Shirley, and Josh
Richards won their respective heat
races. Chris Madden won the B-
Main.

For the latest breaking news
concerning the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series, including the lat-
est series standings, 2016 tour
schedule, driver information, and

more visit the official website at:
www.lucasdirt.com.

Davenport Dominates
Edwin Coggins

Memorial at
Golden Isles

BRUNSWICK, GA - The reigning
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
National Champion, Jonathan Dav-
enport led all 30 laps to win the
Edwin Coggins Memorial on Satur-
day afternoon at Golden Isles
Speedway.

Davenport would get the jump
on last night's winner, Josh
Richards to the lead at the outset of
the feature.  Brian Shirley would get
by Richards on the opening lap and
hold the position until the check-
ered flag, barely edging Richards at
the finish line.  Jared Landers and
11th starting Steve Francis
rounded out the top five.

"The whole key to the race was
the start.  I knew I had to beat Josh
off the start.  We found a rubber

streak there that helped us in
lapped traffic, I was a little nervous
trying to get by those guys.  I finally
decided to get to the outside and
go by them because I knew the
guys behind me were probably
pretty close"

"We couldn't do this without the
help of a lot of people.  Troy Baird
of Baird Transport, Bryson Motor-
sports, Mac Trailers, and every-
body else that supports us.  We still
have work to do.  But it's a big con-
fidence boost for the team."

Shirley, who started third dived
below Richards on the start to grab
the runner-up spot, a position he
held for the remainder of the race,
was pleased with his car.  "It's a
good start to the year.  A lot of guys
back home have stepped up and
supported us this year.  I have to
thank Bob Cullen, Arnie Ranta,
Thomason Express and Cheap
Cars for their assistance."

"I could have pushed the issue
in traffic but I didn't want to tear up
the car.  I wanted to save it for the
bigger money tonight.  Josh almost
got me there at the finish.  I am glad
we were able to hold him off," said
the driver of the Longhorn, Pro
Powered Chevrolet 3S.

Richards, who was looking to
start the weekend with back-to-
back wins, came home third.  "We
have been testing for a while now
on this car.  We just let it sit today
and didn't make any changes for
the day race.  The lapped traffic got
a little hairy out there.  Once Dav-
enport was clear of traffic it was
over.  It was a good finish there be-
tween Brian and me."

Completing the top ten were
Chris Madden, Eddie Carrier Jr.,
Brandon Sheppard, Tim Mc-
Creadie, and Earl Pearson, Jr. 

(Continued Next Page)
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Boot Super Bowl of Racing
Finale

Josh Richards (center) out raced second place finisher Jared Lan-

ders (right) and third place finisher Jonathan Davenport (left) to

win the Georgia Boot Super Bowl of Racing Finale at Golden Isles

Speedway. (LOLMDS photo)

Jonathan Davenport celebrates with his son after his win at

Golden Isles Speedway. (LOLMDS photo)



Continued…

In preliminary ac-
tion, Jonathan Daven-
port set the overall
Miller Welders Fast
Time (Group B)
amongst the 41 en-
trants, with a lap of
15.377 seconds. Josh
Richards set the
fastest time in Group A
with a time of 15.675
seconds. Josh
Richards, Brian
Shirley, Jonathan Dav-
enport and Brandon
Sheppard won their
respective heat races.

Earl Pearson Jr. and Scott
Bloomquist won their respective B-
Mains.

Richards Holds Off
Sheppard to Win at

Golden Isles
BRUNSWICK, GA - Josh

Richards held off a late race charge
from Brandon Sheppard to win on
the opening night of the Georgia
Boot Super Bowl of Racing at
Golden Isles Speedway on Friday
Night. Richards led but all but one
lap on his way to victory in the
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
event.

Sheppard; the 2015 LOLMDS
Rookie of the Year; briefly took the
lead from Richards with four laps to
go, but Richards regained the top
spot moments later and went on for
his seventh career LOLMDS win.
Sheppard crossed the line a car
length and a half behind in second,
followed by; last year's series
champion; Jonathan Davenport,
Jared Landers, and Chris Madden.

"We had a pretty decent car the
whole race," said 28-year-old
Richards. I was concerned about
tire wear tonight; I felt like they
were giving up towards the end.
When we got into traffic, we were
able to run the top around those
guys in clean air and a clean track,
which sure helped us, because
those running behind me didn't
have that advantage."

"When I saw Brandon get by
me, I went into turn one, and I did-
n't want to get into him. His car
drifted up and I was able to get
back around him. Brandon is a
great kid. We have been friends for
a long-time. What a way to start the
New Year with these Rocket XR1
cars finishing first and second."

"I would like to thank my dad,
and all of my crew. I want thank
Valvoline, Seubert Calf Ranches,
Ace Metal Works, and Andy

Durham Racing Engines. Thanksto
Lucas Oil and the track crew for a
great track."

Richards and Jared Landers
started on the front row of the 50-
lap main event. Richards took the
lead at the start of the race with
Landers running in second. Lan-
ders held the second-spot until lap
15 when Sheppard got around him.

With seven laps-to-go, a final
caution set-up a shootout between
the top three of Richards, Shep-
pard, and Davenport.

"Our car was really good all
night! We moved to the top and that
helped us," said Sheppard. "Josh
drifted up just enough for me to get
by him. When he saw me, he was
able to get back to the bottom of
the track. I want to thank everybody
at Best Performance Motorsports
for this opportunity. It was a good
race for us and a good points night,
and a great way to start the year!"

Davenport recovered from
falling all the way to 12th place at
one point during the race. "We are
really good on the long runs. I
hated to see that one caution when
we got up to third. We went to the
top and car took off and was super
good."

Completing the top ten were
Eddie Carrier Jr., Tim McCreadie,
Darrell Lanigan, Brian Shirley, and
Steve Francis.

In preliminary action, Jonathan
Davenport set the overall Miller
Welders Fast Time (Group A)
amongst the 45 entrants, with a lap
of 13.326 seconds. Jared Landers
set the fastest time in Group B with
a time of 15.399 seconds. Josh
Richards, Brandon Sheppard,

Jared Landers and Brian Shirley
won their respective heat races.
Randy Weaver and Mason Zeigler
won their respective B-Mains.

For the latest breaking news

concerning the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series, including the lat-
est series standings, 2016 tour
schedule, driver information, and
more visit www.lucasdirt.com.
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FAYETTEVILLE,
TN - The Southern All
Star Dirt Racing Se-
ries will open up sea-
son #33 in South
Georgia as Chris Mar-
tin and his staff wel-
come the series to his
3/8ths mile oval for a
pair of 50 lap $5,000
to win event on Satur-
day & Sunday Febru-

ary 27th & 28th with a practice
session slated for Friday night Feb-
ruary 26th.

The series is no stranger to
opening in south Georgia as
Golden Isle Speedway in
Brunswick, GA., has held the open-
ing round of the series 8 times with
Cleveland Speedway in Cleveland,
TN., 7 series openings, Green Val-
ley Speedway in Glencoe, AL., 6,
Cherokee Speedway in Gaffney,
SC., has hosted the series opener
4 times and Volusia County Speed-
way 2 times.  Other tracks that
have hosted the series opener in-
clude Gulf Coast Speedway in
Biloxi, MS., Spencer Speedway in
Tupelo, MS., Crossville Raceway
Crossville, TN., Talladega Short

Track Eastaboga, AL., Boydʼs
Speedway Ringgold, GA., all have
hosted series opening events
throughout the year. 

Cochran Motor Speedway will
put its name into the Southern All
Star record books as hosting the
opening weekend for the series
and this will be the first trip back to
Cochran since 2010 when 2 time
Southern All Star champion Ivedent
Lloyd Jr of took home the win, other
previous winners at Cochran in-
clude 4 time Southern All Star
champion Clint Smith of Senoia,
GA in 2002 and 3 time Southern All
Star champion Chris Madden gray
Court, SC., in 2001.

Three time Southern All Star
champion Riley Hickman will be
back to defend his title as well as
the 2015 Cruise with the Champi-
ons/Dirt On Dirt Rookie of the Year
Dillon Tidmore will also be in action
as well as other drivers expected
include Randy Weaver, Chris Mad-
den, Ivedent Lloyd Jr, Bo Shirley,
Todd Morrow, Casey Roberts, plus
many more to be named.

For more information vist
www.cochranspeedway.com or
www.sasdirt.com
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Southern All Stars Getting
Set For Opening Weekend

At Cochran



OCALA, FL - For
the third time in his ca-
reer and for the first
time since 2007, Kraig
Kinser found victory
lane with the Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions. The
Bloomington, Indiana,
native scored $5,000
for his wire-to-wire tri-

umph at Bubba Raceway Park on
Friday, February 5, officially captur-
ing the first Arctic Cat All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions win of the 2016
season. Defending All Star cham-
pion Dale Blaney finished second,
followed by Greg Hodnett, Chad
Kemenah and a hard charging
Caleb Armstrong. 

“It always feels great to be in vic-
tory lane, no matter where you are
at or what time of the year it is”
Kraig Kinser said, “The last couple
laps, I was really hard on my tires.
I knew those guys had to be all
around me. I could see guys below
me on a few of those restarts. I'm
just happy to be standing up here
in victory lane." 

Greg Hodnett and Kraig Kinser
led the 24-starters to green during
the first Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions main event of 2016.
Kinser took command on the initial
start and kept control at the front of
the field until the main eventʼs first
caution appeared on lap seven.
Dale Blaney, who started sixth on
the main event grid, worked his
way to third before the eventʼs first
pause, with Greg Hodnett riding
just ahead in the runner-up posi-
tion. 

A caution during the initial lap-
seven restart would reset the run-
ning order once again. Action
would continue following a second
lap-seven restart, allowing Kraig
Kinser to resume his position at the
front of the field. The “Low Rider”
Dale Blaney worked his way to sec-
ond by the tenth circuit of the 30-
lap main event, making Kraig
Kinser his next intended target.

For nearly ten circuits, Dale
Blaney and Greg Hodnett at-
tempted to hunt down Kinser
through slower traffic, racing within
car-lengths and eventually bumper
to bumper, but never working
around the Arctic Cat, No. 11K. In
the meantime, Hodnett would re-
claim second on lap 23. 

Yellow flag conditions would re-
turn to the speedway on lap 24,
bunching the field back together
once again. Dale Blaney reclaimed
second from Greg Hodnett after the
lap-24 restart, but neither had
enough time or tire to catch Kraig
Kinser. 

“We tried to get around Kraig a
few different times, but he just
made all of the right moves and
plugged all of the right holes” Dale
Blaney said, “Weʼll take this. Muddy
and Big Game give us a great op-
portunity to do this. My guys keep
plugging away. Hopefully we can
come back and do one better to-
morrow.” 

"We are super happy to get it
done tonight." Kraig Kinser said,
"Super thrilled to win with the Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
while flying the Arctic Cat colors.”

Arctic Cat All Stars
Washed Out at Bubba

Raceway Park
OCALA, FL - With heavy rains

invading the area, and more rain on
the forecast, Bubba Raceway Park
and Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions officials have decided
to cancel Saturday nightʼs Bubba
Army Winter Nationals program at
Bubba Raceway Park. There will
be no rain date.

Those seeking additional infor-
mation regarding the Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions should
visit their official online home at
www.allstarsprint.com. Series up-
dates and breaking news will be
posted regularly on the official Twit-
ter account of the Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions: https://twit-

ter.com/ASCoC. Find full text re-
sults from each and every event
here: www.allstarsprint.com/sched-
ule/. Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions apparel will be avail-
able at all series events in 2016, as
well as available online at
www.classicinkusa.com and
www.fullyinjected.com.
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ns Kinser Opens 2016 with Win

at Bubba Raceway Park
Holds Back Blaney and Hodnett for

Third Career Series Victory

Kraig Kinser led wire-to-wire in his dominating performance at

Bubba Raceway Park leading to his first win since 2007 with the

Artic Cat All Star Circuit of Champions. Kraigʼs father, legendary

driver Steve Kinser was on hand to celebrate with him in victory

lane. (PAUL ARCH photo)



CARNESVILLE,
GA - The ULTIMATE
Super Late Model Se-
ries has added a
$4000 to win / 40 lap
event at the 1/3rd mile
oval located at the
Cumberland Plateau.
The event will fill the
Friday night between
the recently added
Scorcher at Volunteer
Speedway in Bulls

Gap, Tennessee and a Saturday
event at Duck River Raceway Park
in Wheel, Tennessee. “This is a
perfect fit for the Friday night.
Crossville is basically located
halfway between Bulls Gap and
Wheel. Also with the Crossville
event being one of our events that
is co-sanctioned with our Battle of
the Bluegrass Series it provides the
guys from that region a racing stop
along the way down.” said ULTI-
MATE Series Director Kelley Carl-
ton.

Crossville Raceway, which is lo-
cated at 5474 Highway 70 North in
Crosville, was recently purchased
by longtime Tennessee racers
Lewis Jackson and Perry Delaney.
The pair plan to revitalize the his-
toric facility and return to Friday
night racing with the help of fellow
Tennessee racers Michael Luna
and Scott Shelton. A new website
for the facility is currently in the
works as well as a full schedule.

Along with the addition the Se-
ries also announced some adjust-
ments to their released working
schedule. The Buck Simmons Me-
morial event originally scheduled
for September 4th at Toccoa Race-
way has been moved to June 11th
and the Lavonia Speedway event
which was slated for August 26th
will be moved to August 5th. And fi-
nally the August 6th date at Travel-
ers Rest Speedway has been
moved to August 27th. “We hate to
make many changes to our sched-
ule after getting it out but with the
release of other schedules and
some varying circumstances we
needed to make some adjustments
for the best interests of our promot-
ers and racers. There may be a
couple more changes or additions
coming soon but we wanted to get
this information out to teams and
fans that are already making
plans.” Carlton added.  

The ULTIMATE Super Late
Model Series will also be announc-

ing new and returning sponsors
over the next several days leading
up to the season opener at North
Georgia Speedway in Chatsworth,
Georgia on March 5th. For more in-
formation including rules and the
complete 2015 schedule go to
www.ultimatesupers.com For up to
the minute news and happenings
make sure to find the ULTIMATE
Super Late Model Series on Face-
book and follow @ULTIMATESu-
pers on and @ultimatesupers2015
on Instagram. Technical informa-
tion and advanced booking please
contact Kelley Carlton at kel-
carms@gmail.com or call (864)
871-1442.

World Racing Group
and Racing

Electronics Announce
“Scanner Up” Program

CONCORD, NC - World Racing
Group will expand its partnership
with Racing Electronics in 2016 to
bring fans even closer to the racing
action at World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car Series, World of
Outlaws Craftsman Late Model Se-
ries and Super DIRTcar Series
events.

Starting at the 45th Annual
DIRTcar Nationals at Volusia
Speedway Park in Barberville, Fla.,
fans will be able to listen directly to
driver receiver communication,
race control and the announcers for
all three series, Johnny Gibson,
Shane Andrews, Matt Prieur and
Rick Eschelman.

Fans will be able to purchase
Racing Electronics scanner and
headphone packages at World of
Outlaws and Super DIRTcar Series
events by visiting the series mer-
chandise trailers as well as Racing
Electronics' trackside vendors at
select events. For those interested
in purchasing new scanner and
headphone packages online, visit
www.RacingElectronics.com and
use the promotional code
"ILoveDirtRacing" at checkout to
receive a discount.

"Racing Electronics has been an
outstanding partner over the
years," said Tom Deery, World Rac-
ing Group's chief operations officer.
"By offering the "Scanner Up" pro-
gram at our races, it will allow fans
of all ages the opportunity to expe-
rience events from all sides - the
on-track action, the race play-by-
play and the behind-the-scenes

race control. It is a fantastic addi-
tion to our events. We are excited
to launch it at DIRTcar Nationals."

Racing Electronics offers a vari-
ety of scanner and headphone
packages for all price ranges. The
"Scanner Up" program can be uti-
lized on all Racing Electronics
scanners. To accompany the scan-
ners, Racing Electronics also offers
noise reducing headphones that
allow fans to tune into broadcasts
while still being able to experience
the action on the track.

"Racing Electronics is extremely
proud of our long-term partnership
with WRG and look forward to
many more years to come," said
Kevin Hughes, Director of Motor-
sports Communications Services at
Racing Electronics. "We are always
looking at opportunities to better
engage the fan and the opportunity
to provide this new service will
greatly enhance their at-track ex-
perience."

Racing Electronics was founded
in 1988 and has a long standing re-
lationship as a proud sponsor of
the World of Outlaws and DIRTcar.
Through their partnership, the
World of Outlaws and Super DIRT-
car Series have been able to bring
some of the best dirt racing in the
world to fan's local home tracks.

Car Owner Bobby
Sparks Returns to

Lucas Oil
ASCS National Tour
with Steven Russell
Behind the Wheel

TULSA, OK - Legendary Mid-
South car owner Bobby Sparks will
bring his familiar No. 91 back on
the road with the Lucas Oil Ameri-
can Sprint Car Series presented by
the MAVTV Motorsports Network
for the first time since 2009.

"I'm ready. I'm really ready to be
back out on the road with the
ASCS," said Sparks, of Olive
Branch, Miss., about his return as
a car owner with the Lucas Oil
ASCS National Tour in 2016.

A mentor of many over the years
including Darren Stewart, Tim
Crawley, Wayne Johnson, and
Gary Taylor just to name a few, Mr.
Sparks will bring Illinois' up and
comer Steven Russell to the dri-
ver's seat in 2016 for his bid at
being the 2016 Brodix Rookie of
the Year.

"I'm pumped about his kid. He
really wants to do it. His Dad really
wants to do it and it's great be-
cause that's been my biggest issue
for the last several years is not hav-
ing any help. They all can show up

at the racetrack and everything's
fine, but once we leave, it's all on
me and I'm getting to old for that,"
said Sparks who makes the 2016
season his 45th year in motor-
sports.

The son of Jerry Russell, long
time car builder and fabricator who
founded Eagle Chassis and later
came out with the JR1 brand,
Steven has been racing going on
15 years, coming from Quarter
Midgets starting at age four, to Mi-
cros at age nine, and finally Sprint
Cars at 15 years of age, starting off
in 305cid competition before pro-
gressing to higher horsepower.

Currently 19 the Marketing
Major at Lincoln Land Community
College is the youngest driver on
the National Tour in 2016 and joins
Josh Baughman in the hunt for
Brodix Rookie of the Year.

"This is a great opportunity, es-
pecially with someone like Bobby
[Sparks] who has done this for so
many years. Plus, I'll have Bobby
and my Dad with me so I'll have
two great coaches."

Asked what it would mean to
earn the title of Brodix Rookie of
the Year in 2016, Steven replied, "It
would mean a lot and I think it
would open up a lot of doors. Even
the greats had to earn a Rookie of
the Year somewhere."

Steven would like to thank car
owner, Bobby Sparks, as well as
his Father, Jerry Russell, for the op-
portunity to be a part of the Sparks
Racing No. 91 as well as his spon-
sors, MRC Construction, FSR Ra-
diators, Huggins Cams, Ostrich
Racing Engines, Car and Fleet, Pro
Tech, FK Rod Ends, Hoosier,
Penske Shocks, Engler Machine
and Tool, Simpson, Fibreworks
Composites, K1 Race Gear,
Mahan Fiberglass, Wilwood,
Maxwell Industries, XYZ Machin-
ing, BMRS, DMI, and TSR. Steven
Russell can be found on Facebook.

The 2016 season is the 25th
year of sanctioning Sprint Car rac-
ing across the United States for the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by the MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network. For continued
updates, and to see the full lineup
of events for American Sprint Car
Series, from the National Tour to
the Regional Tours, log onto
www.ascsracing.com.

Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
Returns Full Time To
The Lucas Oil ASCS
National Tour in 2016

TULSA, OK - When some driv-
ers sustain injuries behind the 

(Continued Next Page)
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wheel, it can take
weeks, if not full sea-
sons of racing to
bounce back. For Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. it took
mere laps for the Sun-
nyvale, Texas driver to
feel right at home in
the Hwy. 79 Collision
No. 15h.

Coming back for
the first time with the
American Bank of
Oklahoma ASCS Red
River Region pre-
sented by Smiley's
Racing Products at

the Outlaw Motorsports Park on
July 24, after breaking his arm on
May 1, 2015 at the Salina High-
banks Speedway, it was as if Sam
never left as the Texas ace smoked
the field on a track that rough and
on the top, only to follow that up the
next night at the Longdale Speed-
way.

"We won six times in the 13
races I ran for Keith after I got back
in the car. You never know what to
expect coming off an injury like that
and to come back like we did, it
was unexpected but we felt like we
could win. We just didn't expect to
come out that good, that fast," com-
mented Sam.

Looking to the 2016 season
however, Sam is fully healed and
looking to carry that momentum to
a season ending $60,000 prize, but
is still keeping an honest look at
having to continue building a rela-
tively new team.

"I feel like we are definitely going
to be one of the cars to beat, but I
really don't know where to set the
feeling at for this year. What we did
at the end of last year was pretty
impressive to me, coming in a
knocking off several wins in a row.
That's though to do no matter who
you're racing and I just feel like
right now we're not going to set any
goals because I don't know how
high we can go right now. It's hard
to say if we're going to just pick up
right where we left off last year, or
go through a lull before we get
clicking, but it's always hard to tell
at the beginning of the year."

Driving for Keith Dobbs, out of
Franklin, Texas, the Lucas Oil
ASCS title hunt begins March 11
and 12 at the Creek County Speed-
way in Sapulpa, Okla. Looking at
the overall schedule however, the
Devil's Bowl is still the one track
that Sam looks forward to the most.

"Here in this part of Texas is
where I started racing so going to
Devil's Bowl, I'm always pumped

up for that. We're just about always
one of the best cars when we go
there so I feel like it's our race to
lose."

Looking at close to 50 nights on
the road, Sam has plenty of experi-
ence to lean on, and although still a
young man, gives him a well-de-
served veteran status in the sport.

"The dirt is different everywhere
you go. To me, I feel it plays well
into my hands going to some these
places that a few of these guys
haven't really seen that many
times. When we go to Washington,
I've been to almost all those tracks.
I won my first Outlaw show at Sk-
agit Speedway so even we don't
have notes on a few of the places
we're going to I feel like we're al-
ready prepared."

Going into the 2016 season,
Sam would like to thank car owner
Keith Dobbs as well as Hwy. 79
Collision, Wells Racing Engines,
J&J Chassis, and Keizer Wheels
for their support. Fans looking to
keep up with Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
can find him online at
/www.sam15.com and on Twitter
(@samhafertepejr).

You can also read Sam's words
at www.thedriversproject.com
/2016/01/coming-back.

The 2016 season is the 25th
year of sanctioning Sprint Car rac-
ing across the United States for the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by the MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network.

For continued updates, and to
see the full lineup of events for
American Sprint Car Series, from
the National Tour to the Regional
Tours, please visit www.ascsrac-
ing.com.

Final 2016 World of
Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series

Schedule Announced
CONCORD, NC - As the 2016

World of Outlaws Craftsman® Late
Model Series season gets ready to
begin, the final dates in the 2016
schedule have been set. In all, the
season will feature nearly 50
scheduled A-features at more than
30 tracks across the United States.

As the series kicks off the sea-
son, it looks forward to taking on
old favorites, expanding historic tra-
ditions and writing a new chapter in
its history at three new facilities.

This countrys longest-running
dirt late model series opens the
2016 season at Screven Motor
Speedway in Sylvania, Ga. on Feb.
12. The first event leads to Volusia
Speedway Park for DIRTcar Na-
tionals, Feb. 18 to 20. The coveted

Big Gator is up for grabs as the
Outlaws competitors seek to take
home the DIRTcar Nationals title.

The series then takes on Farmer
City (Ill.) Raceway for the Illini 100
on March 31 and April 1 and 2. In
two of the biggest nights of late
model racing during the season,
fierce competition battles for the
$15,000-to-win prize.

In addition to DIRTcar Nationals
and the Illini 100, the World of Out-
laws takes on blockbuster features
throughout the 2016 season. The
Jackpot 100 at Tyler County
Speedway in Middlebourne, W.V.
welcomes the Outlaws for two days
of racing action on May 28 and 29.

One of the biggest storylines of
the 2016 season will take place the
weekend before the Fourth of July.
For the first time ever, the World of
Outlaws will combine with the
DIRTcar Summer Nationals at Fed-
erated Auto Parts Raceway at I-55
in Pevely, Mo. on July 2 and Lin-
coln (Ill.) Speedway on July 3. Both
races will utilize the Summer Na-
tionals format, meaning no entry
fee for competitors and the unique
group qualifying and heat races.

Following the shootout series,
the Outlaws take on a stretch of
seven events in ten days starting at
Hamilton County Speedway in
Webster City, Iowa on July 7. The
series then backs it up with an in-
augural trip to Mason City (Iowa)
Motor Speedway on July 8.

Aside from Mason City, two
other tracks will join the World of
Outlaws Craftsman Late Model Se-
ries this season for the first time
ever. Those tracks are Moler Race-
way Park in Williamsburg, Ohio on
May 27 and Park Jefferson Inter-
national Speedway in North Sioux
City, S.D. on July 16.

The Outlaws re-
turn to the famed
Fairbury (Illinois)
American Legion
Speedway in the mid-
dle of the summer on
July 29 and 30 for the
Prairie Dirt Classic.
As the summer works
to its end, the Out-
laws head to Merritt
Speedway for
another newly
e x p a n d e d ,
two days of
action on Aug.
26 and 27.
The format for
the new event
will be an-
nounced in
the coming
months.

The crown

jewel of the series season, the USA
Nationals at Cedar Lake Speed-
way, returns in 2016 on Aug. 5, 6
and 7, as the series competitors
seek to take home the coveted title.
The three-day event with a
$50,000-to-win finale on Aug. 7,
brings together the best late model
drivers from around the country to
battle it out in one of the fiercest
fights of the season.

Lernerville Speedway in Sarver,
Pa. welcomes the Outlaws twice in
2016 for the Firecracker 100 June
23 to 25 and the newly-expanded
Working Man Weekend on Labor
Day weekend, Sept. 2 and 3. The
Working Man will feature a new for-
mat to be announced in the coming
months.

The season wraps up at the Bad
Boy Buggies World of Outlaws
World Finals at The Dirt Track at
Charlotte in Concord, N.C., Oct. 27
to 29, as the series crowns its
champion.

We are excited to kick off the
2016 World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series season and look
forward to building on the great his-
tory of this great series, said World
of Outlaws Craftsman Late Model
Series Director Tim Christman.
With premier competitors and an
incredible group of promoters and
partners, the 2016 season prom-
ises to be thrilling.

For the most up-to-date sched-
ule information on the World of Out-
laws Craftsman Late Model Series,
visit www.WoOLMS.com. Fans can
also follow the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model Series on
Twitter at Twitter.com/WoOLate-
Models and at the tour's Facebook
page at www.Facebook.com/
WorldofOutlawsLateModelSeries.
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www.fastrackracingjournal.com

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/fastrackracingjournal

Twitter:
@FTRacingournal



OCALA, FL - With
round six of the Sun-
shine State Modified
Tour (SSMT) being
rained out at North
Florida Speedway in
Lake City, the tour
headed back to Bubba
Raceway Park for the
first of two consecu-
tive nights at the egg-
shaped 3/8th mile.
Once again Tait Dav-
enport drove to the
front in the main event

and became the first repeat winner
of the SSMT.

Todd Neiheiser and Kevin
“Buzzy” Adams lined up on the
front row for the 30 lap feature. It
took four attempts to get the first
lap completed, but once they did
Adams led the way in his Brandon
Ford No. 40.

Neiheiser, Nick Allen and Dav-
enport all fought for the second
spot early on, but as things got
sorted out Davenport took the po-
sition with a slider on Allen off of
turn four. Neiheiser held tough in
the top five throughout the first half
of the race, but began to fade as
the race wore on.

A yellow flag on lap 14 erased
Adams comfortable lead and put
the No. 18D of Davenport right on
his rear bumper. The green flag
was displayed once again and
Davenport drove deep into turn
one. Adams rode the low side of
the speedway, but Davenport got a
great run off the cushion and the
two went door to door down the
back straightaway. Davenport
cleared Adams off of turn four to
lead at the line where they were
given the crossed flags.

Once out front Davenport could
not be touched as he cruised out to
a huge lead and led the final 15
laps to become the SSMTʼs first re-
peat winner. Adams, Josh Harris,
Johnny Broking, and Will Krup
rounded out the top five.

Trent Young came into the night
as the SSMT points leader, but a
subpar qualifying lap and heat race
put the Crofton, KY driver in the B-
main. Young was able to grab a
transfer spot, which put him inside
row 12 for the A-main. Young
wheeled his way up to seventh
when the checkers flew in the A-
main, but it wasnʼt enough to retain
his point lead. Heading into round
eight Saturday night at Bubba
Raceway Park, Adams holds a 14
point lead over Young as the hard

charging Davenport sits in third 23
points behind Adams.

Davenport Doubles
Down at Bubba

OCALA, FL - The Sunshine
State Modified Tour (SSMT) left
East Bay Raceway Park and
headed down the road to Bubba
Raceway Park for round five on
Wednesday night. The evening
featured a 25-lap main event fol-
lowed by the $1,000-to-win Oc-
taneTrade.com King of the
Sunshine bracket race. Both
events were swept by Tait Daven-
port of Benton, Kentucky.

For the second night in a row,
Peoria, Illiniosʼ Allen Weisser lined
up on the front row with overall
quick timer and heat race winner,
Davenport, to his outside. Weisser
jumped out to the lead as the initial
green flag flew. Davenport and
Trent Young battled for second as
the top five raced around the bot-
tom two grooves of the speedway.

Lap two proved to be disastrous
for seven drivers as Kenny Wallace
got loose in turn one and slid
across the track. Nobody made
contact with the No. 36 Toyota, but
the field got stacked up as a result
and a big pile up ensued. Involved
in the incident were Kenny
Schrader, Jesse Hoskins and Todd
Neiheiser, among others.

The race resumed and Weisser
remained in the lead with Young
and Davenport in tow. The top
three drivers rode in that order until
the caution flew with five laps to go.
Under caution Weisser mysteri-
ously retired his machine to the pit
area, giving the lead to Young.

On the restart, Young and Dav-
enport went door to door for the
point. Young rode around the low
side of the speedway, but Daven-
port charged by running the cush-
ion upstairs. Once out front,
Davenport opened up a comfort-
able lead over Young while Tyler
Clem and Kevin Adams battled for
fourth.

At the checkers it was Daven-
port taking the win as Young,
Adams, Clem, and Josh Harris
rounded out the top five.

After five rounds of the SSMT,
Young leads Adams, Bollinger,
Wallace, and Davenport in the
points standings.

A quick intermission gave the
drivers and crews a chance to fine
tune their machines for the $1,000-
to-win OctaneTrade.com King of
the Sunshine bracket race. With

two rounds in the books, the stage
was set with the final four partici-
pants. The first and second place
finishers in the A-main, Davenport
and Young, faced off one more time
and once again Davenport took the
win and moved on to the final
round. On the other side of the
bracket, Kevin Adams went up
against Billy Smith, who is the crew
chief for Kenny Wallace and
hopped in Jesse Hoskinsʼ No. 71.
Smith was the Cinderella story of
the bracket challenge as he
charged through each round with
his crate motor. His ride came to an
end in the semis, however, as
Adams charged on to the win.

That set up a final with Daven-
port and Adams. The two raced
side by side on lap one, but as the
white flag flew, Adams pushed off
of turn four and thatʼs all Davenport
needed to cash in once again and
pick up another $1,000.

Bronson Bullies His
Way to East Bay Win
TAMPA, FL - The fourth and final

night of racing at East Bay Race-
way Park for the Sunshine State
Modified Tour (SSMT) was capped
off with a wild 25-lap main event.
After being involved in a big pile up
at the midpoint of the race, Kyle
Bronson rallied to pick up the vic-
tory.

Allen Weisser and the winner of
the inaugural SSMT A-main, Kevin
Adams, lined up on the front row.
Adams jumped out to the early lead
in a race that was stricken early by
multiple cautions. Devin Dixon
looked strong at the
get go as he made
the pass on Weisser
for second. Bronson,
who started in the fifth
position, looked to be
the class of the field,

however, as he quickly moved up
to third on lap two.

As the leaders charged into turn
one on lap three, Bronson made a
bold move to the outside of Dixon,
but got crossed up at the exit of the
corner. Bronson slid across the
race track in front of the field where
he collected six other competitors
before everybody came to rest. As
a result, four drivers were forced to
retire from the event due to exten-
sive damage, including Sunday
nightʼs winner Roger Crouse.

Bronson was able to continue
racing despite damage to the front
end of his Brandon Ford number
40B and restarted back in the 13th
position. Within six laps Bronson
had moved up into the top three
and set his sights on Adams and
Dixon. On lap 10 Bronson moved
by Dixon for second and flew by
Adams for the lead on the following
lap.

Not far behind Bronson was
17th place starter, Ray Bollinger,
who cracked the top three on lap
15. With just five laps to go,
Bollinger had moved into second
and gave Bronson a serious chal-
lenge for the point. The two drivers
battled side by side for two consec-
utive laps, but Bronson was able to
fend off Bollingerʼs threat.

From there Bronson pulled out
to a substantial lead and took the
checkers by a margin of two-and-a-
half seconds over Bollinger. Steve
Miller, came home third, with Devin
Dixon in fourth. After falling back to
21st early on, Mike Van Genderen
rounded out the top five and re-
gained the SSMT point lead.

Tait Davenport celebrates in victory lane after a dominating week-

end at Bubba Raceway Park with the Sunshine State Modified

Tour. (PAUL ARCH photo)
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Round Seven at Bubba



Lonesome Pine

Raceway
COEBURN, VA -

The 2016 season
schedule was re-
leased recently for
Lonesome Pine Race-
way. Similar to the last
season, 2016 will
begin in early April and
run through early Sep-
tember.

A total of 13
NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series
events will take place
throughout the sea-
son. Each event will

feature racing in Late Model Stock
Car, Modified Street, Pure 4, Mod
4, and Pure Street. Bandeleros and
Legend Cars will also compete on
a part-time basis in 2016.

The season-opening event will
be held on Saturday, April 9 with
the green flag at 7 PM.

“The Pine” will also feature the
Southeast Super Truck Series,
Southeast Super Stock Series, and
Carolina Vintage Racers on Satur-
day, May 21.

“We canʼt wait to get the 2016
season underway at LPR,” said
general manager and promoter
Karen Tunnell. “2016 looks to be
another exciting year of grassroots
racing in Southwest Virginia.”

For the third season in a row,
Lonesome Pine Raceway will team
with Kingsport (Tennessee) Speed-
way. The speedways first partnered
prior to the 2014 season.

For more information, visit
www.ThePineRaceway.com. Also
follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway and Vinny Bee-
dle, owner of Mr. Rooter have an-
nounced the addition of a 25-lap
open-comp style truck event to the
Saturday portion of the NAPA Auto
Parts Spring Sizzler on April 23.
The winner of the race will take
home $1,000.   

“Iʼm excited about being in-
volved with Stafford and the oppor-
tunity that the Arute family is giving
me to bring the trucks back to race
there,” said Vinny Beedle, owner of
Mr. Rooter.  “Weʼre going to give
$1,000 to the winner and we should
attract a lot of trucks for the race.
Weʼll have a second race later in
the season that weʼll announce the
date for at a later time.”

The truck race rules will be
based on the New England Truck
Series rules, but will be adjusted to
make all styles of trucks eligible to

run in an open-comp style event.
“Weʼre going to be working in

conjunction with the NETS on rules
and staff, but weʼre going to make
these two Mr. Rooter Truck races
open to all styles of trucks,” said
Beedle.  “Weʼre welcoming all
trucks for these two races and
weʼre working on a set of rules for
these two races that weʼll be an-
nouncing shortly.”

Trucks have had a very brief his-
tory at Stafford with 2 races during
the 2012 season, one race in 2013,
and one race in 2015.  Duane Noll
and Corey Coates were the
Stafford feature winners in 2012,
Zach Sylvester used his SK Modi-
fied® and Late Model experience
at Stafford to help him win the 2013
event and Roger Turbush was the
truck winner this past season.  The
Mr. Rooter Truck races will be 25-
laps in distance and the fields will
be set through 8-lap heat races. 

Mr. Rooter is a full service
plumbing and drain cleaning com-
pany that services the entire state
of Connecticut and fans can find
their local Mr. Rooter by visiting
www.mrrooter.com and entering
their zip code in the search box or
by calling their toll free number 1-
800-705-2998.

The 45th Annual NAPA Auto
Parts Spring Sizzler gets underway
Friday, April 22 with a practice ses-
sion for Staffordʼs weekly divisions
and the Mr. Rooter Trucks.  The
practice session will be open to the
public at no charge.  Action contin-
ues on Saturday, April 23 with
Coors Light Pole Qualifying for the
Whelen Modified Tour cars, along
with heat and consolation races for
Staffordʼs weekly divisions, the
U.S. Legend Cars, and the Mr.
Rooter Trucks.  Saturday will wrap
up with feature events for the SK
Light, Limited Late Model, DARE
Stock, Legend Cars, and Mr.
Rooter Trucks.  Spring Sizzler ac-
tion continues on Sunday, April 24
with the NAPA Auto Parts Pit Party
from 11am-12noon followed by
Staffordʼs SK Modifieds® in a spe-
cial 45-lap feature and Late Models
joining the Whelen Modified Tour in
feature action.

Tickets for the “Greatest Race in
the History of Spring” are on sale
now at the Speedway Box Office.
Tickets are priced at $38.50 for
adult general admission tickets,
$5.00 for children ages 6-14, and
children ages 5 and under are ad-
mitted free of charge when accom-
panied by an adult. 

For more information on the Mr.
Rooter Truck events and the 45th
Annual NAPA Auto Parts Spring
Sizzler, or to order tickets, contact

the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT - For

the fourth consecutive season, Call
Before You Dig will partner with
Stafford Motor Speedway to offer
one of the most unique contin-
gency awards in all of short track
racing.  The CBYD 811 Challenge
will award a total of $4,055 that will
be split evenly among 5 drivers this
season.  CBYD has distributed
$12,165 split up evenly among 15
drivers during the past three sea-
sons and this yearʼs CBYD 811
Challenge will bring the total contri-
bution up to $16,220. 

The CBYD 811 Challenge is
open to drivers from each of
Staffordʼs five NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series divisions and a
special points system is used to de-
termine the five drivers who will
each receive an $811 bonus.  Driv-
ers earn 100 points for a victory,
and each subsequent position is
worth 5 points less.  The CBYD 811
Challenge will begin with the 45th
Annual NAPA Auto Parts Spring
Sizzler on April 22-24 and wraps up
on August 5 with the Stafford 150
feature events.  The five drivers
who come the closest to accumu-
lating 811 points without going over
during that time period will each
take home an $811 bonus from
CBYD. 

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - There

could be a repeat champion in the
T.P. Trailers NASCAR 358 Modified
division and in the BRC NASCAR
Late Models at Grandview Speed-
way this season. Craig VonDohren
will be back to try for his 9th title in
the Modifieds while Chuck Schutz
will be shooting for his 8th champi-
onship in the Late Models.

However in the NASCAR
Sportsman there will be a new
champion as the 2015 titleholder
Brett Kressley is moving on up to
the Modifieds and will be driving the
Normʼs Save Station #357 owned
by veteran car owner Norm
Hansell. That will leave the cham-
pionship open for a number of
Sportsman talents to challenge for
the title. Early season favorites
would include Craig Whitmoyer,
Brad Brightbill, and Kenny Gilmore,
along with a number of others. It
should all make for a very interest-
ing season.

The 54th consecutive season of
stock car racing on the one-third-
mile, banked clay oval will kick off

with a free-to-the public practice
session at noon on Saturday,
March 26th. Then on Saturday,
April 2, 7 p.m. the battle for the lu-
crative point titles in each division.
Grandview Speedway continues to
be one of the very few tracks in the
nation that offers racers two point
funds with money coming from
NASCAR and the Rogers family.

Season tickets remain available
for $350 and that give the season
pass holder a seat for every Satur-
day night event between April and
September. Send a check/money
order payable to Grandview
Speedway to 87 Wilt Road, Bech-
telsville, PA 19505. Please include
a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope to speed the return of the sea-
son pass.

A redesigned website is now up
and running at www.grand-
viewspeedway.com. The new site,
created by Jay Dugan, offers rules,
schedule, latest news and more.
Speaking of rules, Tina and Kenny
Rogers, responsible for the opera-
tion of events at Grandview, are re-
minding all competitors planning to
race at Grandview to acquaint
themselves with the rules, which
can be found on the website, so
there is no confusion or questions
once the season is open.

Opportunities do exist for adver-
tising in the track magazine, spon-
sorship of a night of racing with a
couple of TV nights remaining and
billboard advertising. For informa-
tion  contact Ernie Saxton at Esax-
ton144@aol.com or telephone
267.934.7286.

UPDATE ON BRUCE AND
TERESA ROGERS AS THEY RE-
COVER FROM AUTO ACCIDENT.
As many may be aware Bruce and
Teresa, owners of the Grandview
Speedway, were involved in a seri-
ous auto accident in Daytona
Beach, Florida about two weeks
ago. They continue their recovery.
Teresa is in a rehabilitation facility
while Bruce is in the ICU at the
Florida Hospital in Daytona Beach,
Florida. Cards and letters will reach
them at 173 Bear Foot Trail, Or-
mond Beach, Florida 32174.

The Rogers family appreciate
the good wishes along with the
many cards that have been re-
ceived.

Grandview Speedway, one of
the most successful short track
weekly racing operations in the na-
tion, is located on Passmore Road,
just off Route 100, in Bechtelsville,
PA, 10 miles north of Pottstown.
For information telephone
610.754.7688 or check in at
www.grandviewspeedway.com,
Facebook or Twitter.
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