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Every crew chief,
including Adam
Stevens, at Sundayʼs
Coca-Cola 600 had all
the necessary tools to
lead their driver to a
victory: laptops, satel-
lite dishes, global posi-
tioning systems and
computer programs to
make each decision
more a result of sci-
ence, not mechanics.

T h e r e
now are as
many crew-

men, if not a majority, who
come to work each day
with a greater understand-
ing of physics and thermo-
dynamics than a
screwdriver. A lot of busted
knuckles and grease stains
have been replaced by
thumb drives and laser
pointers.

Stevens, who has a mechanical
engineering degree from Ohio Uni-
versity, matched his education to
Kyle Buschʼs prowess Sunday
night to thoroughly dominate the
race at the Charlotte Motor Speed-
way. Together they led 377 of 400
laps for their fourth victory of the
season.

At the same time, driver input
now is compared to, and often
overruled, by reems of computer
printouts that are indifferent to the
changing conditions, varied skills
and egos of the competition.

Thatʼs one reason why Matt
Kenseth wasnʼt overwhelmed by
making his comeback. His job is to
essentially turn the steering wheel.

“I donʼt think a lot of drivers out
here today, myself included, I knew
bits and pieces here and there, but,
really, no one understands neces-
sarily the whole setups and the way
theyʼre all derived today with the no
ride height thing,” he said. “I think
itʼs more engineering and aero than
it is anything else, so if youʼre short
in one department, if youʼre off on
downforce, you just donʼt have a
chance. So, itʼs different than what
it once was.”

Alan Kulwicki, the 1992 cham-
pion who was elected into the next
class for the NASCAR Hall of
Fame, came to the sport with a me-
chanical engineering degree from
the University of Wisconsin-Mil-
waukee. As a single-car owner/dri-
ver with a limited budget, he used
his knowledge to cut corners and
save time. Trail and error became
a matter of successfully plugging

information into a proven mathe-
matical equation.

Now, more than half the garage
has engineering diplomas handing
on the wall. Teams now have been
forced to rely on simulators and
computer programs, not drivers, to
find their setups.

“I think you need to understand
the car the best you can and give
the best feedback you can to your
crew and try to feel changes and
relay that and look at data with

them and make them un-
derstand what youʼre
going through in the car
and what youʼre feeling
like and what youʼre look-
ing for,” Kenseth said. “But
in todayʼs day and age
youʼve got to have all the
right people that are smart
enough to diagnose all
that and figure out how to
fix it and give you what

you need.”
While there are a few gearheads

still calling the shots, their time atop
the pit box is running out, former
crew chief Tony Gibson to NBC.

“Absolutely, itʼs coming,” Gibson
said. “Itʼs almost there. Thereʼll be a
day itʼll be like a video game. I love
racing and am very fortunate to still
be in the mix. Thereʼll come a day
itʼs going to outrun me.

“Iʼm getting older, these guys are
getting smarter, and the cars are
getting more complex. A mechanic
from 20 years ago couldnʼt work on
street cars now. You have to be a
rocket scientist.”

Most teams have simulators that
can duplicate every bump at every
racetrack. Setups are tested in the
shop, with engineers from each de-
partment providing their own ex-
pertise long before the car leaves
for the track.

Since tracks change so quickly
and NASCAR moved to ban all pri-
vate testing ahead of the 2015 sea-
son, drivers are allowed to offer
their solutions to the never-ending
quest of finding speed.

“Open test sessions are the only
time we can collect that data for the
vehicle itself and the track,” Jimmie
Johnson said. “Wheel Force Trans-
ducer tests where the manufactur-
ers go run that collects tire data
and then youʼve got to marry those
two together. When you think about
the tracks we test at or are allowed
to test at and I think there are prob-
ably five open tests a year. I mean
weʼve got 23 tracks on the circuit,
every winter and summer the sur-
face changes, the grip level

changes and before you know it,
youʼve got data that is years and
years old that you are trying to trust
and believe.

“And then you build your simula-

tion around it. It is a tough environ-
ment and the driver is still very
much required and the crew chief
to have gut decisions made. All
other forms of motorsports they are
streaming telemetry or can collect
telemetry and data every lap of
every race and that just makes that
world so much easier to make the
right decisions.

“For us, itʼs still about the gut de-
cision between the driver and the
crew chief.”

But is that working now? John-
son, a seven-time series champion,
hasnʼt won this year. In fact, he
hasnʼt led a single lap.

In retrospect, the winning crew
chief in all 13 races this year have
attended higher education classes
for mechanical engineering. Rod-
ney Childers, whoʼs led Kevin Har-
vick to five wins, only went as far as
community college, but the others
– Stevens, Justin Alexander (Austin
Dillon) who went to North Carolina
State, Mike Bugarewicz (Clint
Bowyer) who went to Penn State,
Cole Pearn (Martin Truex Jr.) who
went to University of Waterloo and
Todd Gordon (Joey Logano) who
went to Clemson – all earned their
engineering degrees.

Johnsonʼs crew chief, Chad
Knaus, didnʼt go to college, but he
did win seven championships –
mostly in an era when setups were
created by the collective experi-
ences of the driver and crew chief.

Only to eventually be phased out
by a laptop.
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The Science of Racing

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World of Outlaws 9-10
Monster Energy Cup 4 Midwest Sprints 10
XFINITY 5 ASCS 11-12
Hall of Fame 6 Circle of Champions 13
ARCA Racing 7 OnTrack 14-17
P.A.S.S. 8 ShorTrack 18-23

ON THE COVER:
SARAH CRABHILL/GETTY IMAGES

Todd Gordon, Loganoʼs crew
chief, sits in the garage with his
laptop waiting to make adjust-
ments to the #22 after practice.
(NKP photo)



The final chapter
of the motorsports ca-
reer of Danica Patrick
was written at the Indi-
anapolis Motor Speed-
way on Sunday. The
Indianapolis 500 was
the final event in the
racing career for one
of the most successful
women in motorsports
history.

Last November at
Homestead-Miami Speedway,
Patrick announced that she was
going to retire from active driving in
both NASCAR and IndyCar. During
her emotional press conference,
she announced that she would not
return to her NASCAR ride at Stew-
art-Haas Racing and said that she
would like to race her final two
races in 2018, the Daytona 500
and the Indianapolis 500.

“Itʼs been an honor to drive for
Tony Stewart, Gene Haas, and
everyone at Stewart-Haas Racing
for the past six seasons,” Patrick
stated after the conference. “To-
gether, we earned a Daytona 500
pole, seven top-ten finishes, and
had some exciting races along the
way.”

The Danica Patrick motorsports
story began when she was a ten-
year old racing karts. She won her
class three times in the World Kart-
ing Association Grand National
Championship in the mid-1990s. In
1998, Patrick dropped out of high
school with her parents blessing
and moved to the United Kingdom
to pursue her racing career. She
competed in several series for
three years before returning to the
United States in late 2001. In 2002,
Patrick raced for Rahal Letterman
Racing in the Barber Dodge Pro
Series. She moved to the Toyota
Atlantic Series for two years and
finished a best third in the stand-
ings in ʼ04. She also became the
first woman to win a pole position
in the series.

Her racing career took her to In-
dyCar Series with Rahal Letterman
Racing in ʼ05 where she won three
pole awards, tying the Series
record of poles for a rookie. She
won Rookie of the Year at the Indy
500 as well as the IndyCar Series.
It was Patrickʼs performance at the
ʼ05 Indy 500 that sent her career
skyward. She was the first female
to lead laps at Indianapolis and
was leading with less than 10 laps
remaining when fuel issues en-

abled eventual race winner Dan
Wheldon to pass her with seven
laps to go. Patrick would finish
fourth, the highest finish for a
woman in the Indy 500 to that point.

Her performance at Indy in ʼ05
drew raves from many in the mo-
torsports community, including Lyn
St. James. James, who hosted a
driver development program in
1996 that
Patrick at-
t e n d e d ,
knew tal-
ent when
she saw it.

“ S h e
set the
world on
f i r e , ”
J a m e s
c o m -
mented about Patrick at Indy. “She
disproved the naysayers, and she
brought all of us to our feet.”  

Patrick continued her growth in
IndyCar with Rahal Letterman and
Andretti Green Racing and won the
Japan 300 in Motegi City in 2008,
becoming the first woman to win an
IndyCar event. In 2009, Patrick fin-
ished third in the Indy 500, a record
that still exists for a female driver.

Patrick made the huge step to
NASCAR in 2010 and competed in
the Xfinity Series. Her best finish
came at Las Vegas Motor Speed-
way (4th) in 2011. In 2012, she be-
came the second woman to win a
pole in the series since Shawna
Robinson in 1994.

When she moved to the Monster
Energy Cup Series a year later,
Patrick became the first woman to
win a pole when she posted the
fastest qualifying lap for the sea-
son-opening Daytona 500. She
would finish eighth in that historic
race. Patrick would be one of just
fourteen drivers in motorsports his-
tory to lead laps in both the Indy
500 and the Daytona 500.

When Patrick announced that
she was retiring after the 2017 sea-
son, she left with numerous records
on her resume. Although she never
scored a victory, Patrick still holds
the record for most starts, laps led,
and top-10 finishes among women
in NASCAR history.

The impact on motorsports,
whether NASCAR or IndyCar, with-
out Danica Patrick is yet to be de-
termined.  However, there is no
doubt that she has left a lasting im-
pression on many in the sport.
“Iʼve always been a believer in

Danicaʼs ability as a race car driver,
Tony Stewart added. “Sheʼs one of
the most fearless people Iʼve ever
met. Sheʼs never backed down
from a challenge. In fact, she
sought out new challenges
throughout her career, and thatʼs
what brought her to NASCAR and
Stewart-Haas Racing. Making the
jump from IndyCar to NASCAR is
not easy, yet she had the courage
to do so and put up numbers better
than a lot of drivers who have tried
to make that same transition. Iʼm
really proud of how hard Danica
worked during her time at Stewart-
Haas.”

“Danica is a mega-star,” Stew-
art-Haas teammate Kevin Harvick
added. “I think as you look at the
things sheʼs accomplished, I mean,
thereʼs … who do you compare it
to, really? Thereʼs not anybody else
lined up to fill those shoes and do
the things that she has done.”

“I always respected her as a
driver, even before her win at
Motegi, because sheʼs always

been an extremely hard worker,”
Ed Carpenter, Indy 500 pole winner
and owner of the car Patrick drove
in the Indy 500, said. “Sheʼs clearly
passionate about the sport. It was
fun competing against her and
being a part of this final experience
for her.”

Now, Patrick transitions to the
business world from her motor-
sports career.

“Retirement looks bright,”
Patrick stated. “I think many people
retire and donʼt know what theyʼre
going to do next and have to figure

it out. But, I know what Iʼm going to
do. Iʼll dedicate more time to my
wine brand, Somnium, and clothing
brand, Warrior. Iʼd also like to have
a cooking show to show people
how to cook healthy.”

And, donʼt forget the new book
from Patrick, Pretty Intense, that
was recently released. Itʼs a three
part book starting with the mental
aspect of growing confidence and
learning about yourself. Part two is
about workouts and why theyʼre
structured like they are, including a
12-week program outline. The third
part is food and diet. It contains
over 50 recipes that Patrick wrote
and photographed herself.

Plus, it was just announced last
week that Danica Patrick will host
the ESPYS on July 18th.

“My first ESPYS was 2005, and
I have been a fan, coming back
every year since,” Patrick com-
mented. “Itʼs the biggest night of
the year for sports. Itʼs going to be
a great night and one full of more
than a few surprises.”

Even though the active driving
career in motorsports has reached
an end, Danica Patrick will not just
vanish from sight. From her busi-
ness ventures to hosting events,
Patrick will remain in the public
eye. And, if you think youʼve heard
the last about Danica Patrick, need
I remind you that her boyfriend is
Aaron Rodgers, Green Bay Pack-
ers quarterback.

When asked about her career,
Patrick said, “I just want people to
remember me as a great driver and
that I am a woman.”
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Danica Patrick, driver of the #7 GoDaddy Chevrolet, talks to the
media during the Daytona 500 Media Day at Daytona International
Speedway on February 14, 2018. (ROBERT LABERGE/GETTY IM-
AGES photo)



By REID SPENCER
CONCORD, NC -

Unable to contain him-
self, Kyle Busch let out
an elated scream as
his car entered Turn 3
on the 400th and final
lap of Sunday nightʼs
Coca-Cola 600 at

Charlotte Motor Speedway.
And now, for the driver of the No.

18 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota, youʼre
going to need a bigger broom.

From start to finish, Busch fash-
ioned a dominating victory at the
only active Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series track at
which he had never won a points
event. That makes Busch the only
driver in NASCAR history who has
won at every Cup track at which he
has started a race.

“Oh, yes! You guys are amaz-
ing,” Busch shouted over the team
radio after he crossed the finish line
3.823 seconds ahead of runner-up
Martin Truex Jr. “I canʼt thank you
guys enough. Unreal!

In winning for the fourth time this
season and the 47th time in his ca-
reer—15th on the all-time victory
list—Busch started from the pole,
swept all three stages of the race,
led 377 laps and extended his se-
ries lead to 67 points over 22nd-
place finisher Joey Logano.

“This oneʼ very special,” Busch
said in Victory Lane. “I donʼt know if
thereʼs anything that can top
Homestead (the 2015 title race),
just with the meaning of what the
championship is. But the Coke
600—Iʼve dreamt of this race since
I was a kid…

“To be able to come out here
and win the Coca-Cola 600, itʼs a
little boyʼs dream come true. Man, I
just want to say that I thank
NASCAR, for one, for giving me the
chance to come out here and have
this opportunity to race for my
dreams and to accomplish those
things.”

Alongside two sweeps at Bristol
Motor Speedway, where Busch
twice won races in all three of
NASCARʼs top touring series in the
same weekend, the unprecedented
sweep of all active Cup tracks will
maintain a special place in the pan-
theon of his successes.

“Iʼve dreamt of that – not only

winning here and winning the Coke
600 as a kid and being in Victory
Lane here for this race, but to just
be a force that people (have) to
reckon with,” Busch said. “I go
across the country and race Super
Late Models because I want to win
at every single race track. I just
want to show that there is no weak-
ness.”

There was no weakness at all on
Sunday night, with Buschʼs crew
performing as flawlessly in the pits
as the driver did on the asphalt.
Truex, who rallied from two pit road
penalties to run second attested to
Buschʼs dominance.

“Those guys did an awesome
job all night, obviously, with qualify-
ing on the pole, perfect pit stops,”
Truex said. “I don't think they ever
lost a lead any time except for
green-flag stops without cycling
around. 

“They did an incredible job, had
a really fast car, and for us, I felt like
we… I felt early on like we were
probably second best to him, and
then screwed up on pit road, and
then we had two pit road penalties
in a row.

“So it was tough to come from
the back, but it was one of those
nights where we just fought until
the end and felt like we had a sec-
ond place car to Kyle. I felt like that
last run we were catching him a bit,
but he was probably just managing
his lead and taking care of his
tires.”

Denny Hamlin, Buschʼs team-
mate at JGR, finished third, 13.598
seconds behind the race winner.
Brad Keselowski ran fourth, fol-
lowed by Jimmie Johnson, who col-
lected his second top five of the
season. Johnson hasnʼt led a lap
this season, and his winless streak
reached 36 races on Sunday.

“It feels good, but, damn, I want
to win,” Johnson said of his run.
“Iʼm tired of running fifth. Iʼm tired of
running whatever it is. We got off
on some adjustments today, and it
was amazing how sensitive the car
was. With some minor adjust-
ments, the car just lost half a sec-
ond. We had a hard time trying to
grasp it and understand it and com-
municate about it. 

“We put it back to the way it was,
and it took off and I drove right back
up into the top three. 

“Just a very small sweet spot
with the car. Luckily, we finished in
that sweet spot and got a good fin-
ish out of it, including a spin (on
Lap 120), and we had a jack break
on a stop. We had to overcome a
lot tonight.”

Jamie McMurray, Kyle Larson,
Kurt Busch and Alex Bowman, who

came home sixth through ninth,
were the only other drivers on the
lead lap at the finish.

Kevin Harvickʼs bid to win three
straight Cup points races for the
second time this season ended
abruptly on Lap 83, when a flat left
front tire sent Harvickʼs No. 4 Stew-
art-Haas racing Ford into the Turn
3 wall.

A five-time winner in 2018, Har-
vick had worked his way up to
fourth from his 39th-place starting
position, with the deep-in-the-field
start resulting from three pre-quali-
fying inspection failures on Thurs-
day.

Harvick was chasing Kyle Lar-
son for third when the tire went
down and ended his day.

“I canʼt tell if we ran something
over,” said Harvick, who finished
40th. “Thereʼs enough things that
could have happened right there,
but Iʼm just really proud of every-
body on our Mobil 1/Busch Ford.
The car was really, really fast. We
came all the way through the pack,
and sometimes those things hap-
pen. 

“I canʼt complain about anything
thatʼs happened this year. We have
to take the good with the bad. The
guys did a great job in basically
guessing at where the car needed
to be today with all the penalties,
no practice and starting in the back.
To come out and have the fastest
car again was quite an honor to
drive, and theyʼre doing a great job.
It was just bad luck.”
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Kyle Busch Finishes
Off Bucket List with
Dominating Victory

at Charlotte

Kyle Busch does his just celebrating after waiting to win a points race at Charlotte Motor Speedway
after winning the Coca-Cola 600 Sunday night. (JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
CONCORD, NC -

Controlling the race on
a succession of
restarts from the in-
side lane at Charlotte
Motor Speedway,
Brad Keselowski
pulled away in over-
time to win Saturdayʼs
Alsco 300, the 11th

NASCAR Xfinity Series event of the
season.

After a debris caution on Lap
199 of a scheduled slowed the ac-
tion for the 12th time, Keselowski
led the field to the restart on Lap
203 and, with a strong push from
runner-up and fellow Ford driver
Cole Custer, broke away to a lead
of six car lengths.

Keselowski took the checkered
flag under caution when Tyler Red-
dick spun his no. 9 Chevrolet off
Turn 2 for the second time and col-
lected the Ford of Ty Majeski in the
process.

Keselowski has won in each of
his last three Xfinity Series starts
dating to last yearʼs fall race at
Richmond, and heʼs the first repeat
winner of 2018. The driver of the
No. 22 Team Penske Ford won for
the fourth time at Charlotte and for
the 38th time in his career.

The race was delayed for more
than an hour by a pop-up rainstorm
that drenched the track after a
wreck involving Dylan Lupton and

Majeski caused the 10th caution on
Lap 167. The rain provided a brief
respite on a day that was unusually
hot and humid.

“So far, itʼs been a great week,”
said Keselowski, whose team
owner, Roger Penske, was elected
to the NASCAR Hall of Fame on
Wednesday. “I couldnʼt ask for a
much better start for Memorial Day
weekend than to bring home a
win…

“I think it was definitely a perse-
verance day. It was brutally hot out
there. The humidity was just killer. I
usually donʼt get that hot in a race
car, but it was smokinʼ out there. Itʼs
just part of the challenge of racing
on days like this, and glad to bring
it home first, thatʼs for sure.”

Christopher Bell lined up next to
Keselowski for the final restart, but
Bell failed to launch in the tri-oval,
and Custer surged into the runner-
up position. 

Bell held third, Ty Dillon came
home fourth, and series leader El-
liott Sadler capped an adventurous
day with an unlikely top five, given
that problems with the handling of
his No. 1 Chevrolet had dropped
him outside the top 20 during an
earlier run.  

Sadler also had issues with his
air-conditioning unit, which started
blowing hot air, compounding the
effects of the heat.

Bell had been closing fast on
Keselowski late in the race before

the 12th caution.
“I was just heartbroken when I

saw that piece of debris fly off those
lapped cars,” Bell said. “I felt like
we were starting to make some
runs there. I was getting the top
going pretty good in (Turns) 1 and
2. I felt like I was going to have a
shot at him if the yellow didnʼt come
out.

“Obviously, when the yellow
came out, I did have a shot at him,
and I just didnʼt execute on that last
restart… I think me and Cole had
the winning strategy (pitting later
than Keselowski for new tires). We
just didnʼt get it done. The old Cup
guy beat us.”

For the record, Keselowski
turned 34 in February.

Kyle Busch led 93 laps and won
the first two stages of the race, but
after pitting for fresh tires under

caution on Lap 158 and restarting
eighth on Lap 162, Busch ran out
of room trying to pass Lupton to the
inside approaching Turn 1 and
slammed into the inside SAFER
barrier.

Busch recovered to finish eighth.
NOTES: Keselowski was racing

without the services of spotter Joey
Meier who was attending his sonʼs
graduation from Navy basic train-
ing. Jefferson Hodges, director of
competition at Rev Racing, filled in
for Meier, who wonʼt be available to
spot for Keselowski in Sundayʼs
Coca-Cola 600… Ryan Truex,
Daniel Hemric, Busch, Matt Tifft
and Kaz Grala competed the top
10. It was the first Xfinity event for
Gralaʼs No. 61 Fury Race cars
team… Sadler retained the series
lead by 38 points over Bell in sec-
ond.
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s Brad Keselowski
Triumphs in Xfinity
Race at Charlotte

Brad Keselowski, driver of the #22 Fitzgerald Glider Kits Ford, ap-
plies the winners sticker with his daughter, Scarlett. (MATT SULLI-
VAN/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Race winner Brad Keselowski (22) battles with Kyle Busch (18) for position before Busch hit the wall in stage 4 and finished eighth.
(STREETER LECKA/GETTY IMAGES photo)



CHARLOTTE, NC
- In the least surprising
racing story of 2018,
four-time Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup
Series champion Jeff
Gordon was elected to
the NASCAR Hall of
Fame on Wednesday

in his first year of eligibility.
But Gordon certainly wasnʼt the

only worthy choice for the Class of
2019. Team owner Jack Roush, a
brilliant innovator who has racked
up victories and championships
across a broad spectrum of motor-
sports, will join Gordon when the
stellar class is officially ushered into
the Hall on February 1, 2019.

Team owner Roger Penske, who
fostered the Hall of Fame career of
driver Rusty Wallace and won his
first championship in NASCARʼs
top division in 2012 with driver Brad
Keselowski, will accompany his fel-
low Ford team owner into the Hall.

Davey Allison, winner of 19 Cup
races and one of the brightest stars
in the sport before he succumbed
to injuries suffered in a helicopter
crash at Talladega in 1993, joined
his father, Bobby Allison, as a
member of the NASCAR Hall of
Fame. 

Alan Kulwicki, whose life was cut
short by a plane crash in 1993 less
than five months after he became
the last driver to win the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series
championship as a “privateer,” was
the fifth member of the Class of
2019 introduced by NASCAR
Chairman and CEO Brian France. 

If ever there was a “lock” for the
NASCAR Hall of Fame, Gordon fills
that role. Winner of 93 Cup points
races—third all-time behind
Richard Petty (200) and David
Pearson (105) and ahead of Darrell
Waltrip (84), Bobby Allison (84),
Cale Yarborough (83) and Jimmie
Johnson (83)—Gordon drove the
No. 24 Hendrick Motorsports
Chevrolet for 797 consecutive
races from his debut in 1992 until
he bowed out of the ride at the end
of the 2015 season.

Now an analyst for FOX Sports,
Gordon won four Cup champi-
onships, behind only Petty, John-
son and Dale Earnhardt Sr., who
share the series record with seven

each. Gordon won three Daytona
500s, four straight Southern 500s
and a record five Brickyard 400s in
his remarkable career.

“Man, Iʼm on cloud nine,” Gor-
don said during a televised inter-
view after the announcement. 

He follows his long-time crew
chief Ray Evernham and team
owner Rick Hendrick into the Hall.

“The significance of being there
when Rick was inducted and being
a part of it earlier this year with Ray,
thatʼs when it really started to sink
in with me about how special it
would be,” said Gordon, who was
named on a record 96 percent of
ballots. “They dedicated their whole
lives (to racing), and thatʼs the thing
I see as a common thread of any-
body that goes into the Hall of
Fame.

“They sacrificed everything for
racing and for NASCAR, and it be-
came their life. To be honored by
going into the Hall of Fame makes
it all worthwhile and makes it very,
very special.”

Roush, who was named on 70
percent of ballots, started his ca-
reer in drag racing and sports cars
but gravitated to NASCAR racing in
1988. An owner with a keen eye for
talent, Roush supported the ca-
reers of such luminaries as
NASCAR Hall of Famer Mark Mar-
tin, Kurt Busch, Matt Kenseth, Carl
Edwards and Greg Biffle.

“When we got started, I was just
hoping I could stay in the sport for
a while,” said Roush, who won Cup
championships in 2003 with
Kenseth and 2004 with Busch. “I
canʼt imagine that my name is up
there with the 45 people that have
already been inducted, with the
things that theyʼve accomplished.

“Itʼs rarefied air, and Iʼve got to
take a while to think about what it
all means to me.”

In addition to the 2012 Cup
championship, Team Penske has
won the 2010 NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries title and four of the last five
Xfinity Series owners champi-
onships. In addition to his NASCAR
accomplishments, Penske has won
the Indianapolis 500 16 times as an
owner.

“There were many great candi-
dates,” Penske said in a SiriusXM
NASCAR Radio interview after the

announcement. “This is my day,
and Iʼll never forget it.”

Wallace was delighted for his
former boss.

“I donʼt know of anyone that has
accomplished as much across all
levels of motorsports as Roger
Penske,” Wallace said. “I donʼt
know of anyone in motorsports that
is as respected among all levels of
racing and business as Roger. 

“Heʼs my personal mentor and
my personal hero. He has helped
me immeasurably, both in racing
and in business. I canʼt say enough
about Roger—heʼs just an all-
around fantastic person.”

Penske was named on 68 per-
cent of the ballots submitted by Vot-
ing Panel members.

Davey and Bobby Allison, the
only father/son combination to fin-
ish 1-2 in the Daytona 500, are the
second father/son duo to be in-
ducted into the NASCAR Hall of
Fame, joining Ned and Dale Jarrett.

“Itʼs was a great feeling of hap-
piness, of weakness and every-
thing,” Bobby Allison said of the
moment when France announced
his sonʼs name. “I just had to bend
over and get a hold of myself. It
was really good news.”

Davey Allison received 63 per-
cent of the vote from panel mem-
bers.

Kulwicki, who was named on 46
percent of ballots, rallied from a
278-point deficit to win the 1992 se-
ries title, edging Bill Elliott by 10
points—then the closest margin in
Cup history—after a thrilling sea-
son finale at Atlanta in which Davey
Allison also had a shot at the cham-
pionship.

Former NASCAR executive and
newsman Jim Hunter received the
2019 Landmark Award for Out-
standing Contributions to
NASCAR. Known for his rapier wit

and wise counsel, Hunter was in-
strumental in guiding the careers of
an abundance of current and for-
mer NASCAR stars.

After his days as sports editor of
the Columbia (S.C.) Record,
Hunter served as public relations
director for both Darlington Race-
way and Talladega Superspeed-
way. He was later named president
at Darlington and corporate vice
president of International Speed-
way Corporation, before returning
to NASCAR to lead the sportʼs PR
initiatives.

Longtime Darlington
Raceway President Jim

Hunter Honored with
NASCAR Hall of Fameʼs

Landmark Award
DARLINGTON, SC - Jim Hunter,

Darlington Raceway President
from 1993-2001, was honored by
his peers on Wednesday, May 23,
by being named the Landmark
Award for Outstanding Contribu-
tions to NASCAR recipient.

Hunter will be honored during
the NASCAR Hall of Fame induc-
tion ceremonies in January of
2019.

Hunter, a lifelong resident of
Darlington, S.C., also served as
NASCAR Vice President of Com-
munications for several years fol-
lowing his time at Darlington. His
wife, Ann, still resides in Darlington.

“Jim Hunter was a legendary fig-
ure at Darlington and in
NASCAR and is very deserving of
the Landmark Award,” Darlington
Raceway President Kerry Tharp
said. “He oversaw great expansion
projects at Darlington Raceway
and helped continue to build the
trackʼs legacy throughout a time of
tremendous growth in NASCAR.
He left an indelible and everlasting
impact on the sport and for that we
will be forever grateful.”

Hunter was a graduate of the
University of South Carolina, where
he played football for the Game-
cocks. He was part of the NASCAR
community for the better part of six
decades, having covered the sport
in newspapers, before joining the
executive ranks of the sanctioning
body. He also authored several
books on NASCAR and Darlington
Raceway in his career.

The media center at Darlington
Raceway still carries his name as
the Jim H. Hunter Media Center,
which hosts media from around the
country every Labor Day weekend
for the trackʼs annual Bojanglesʼ
Southern 500 weekend.

He passed away in 2010 at the
age of 71.
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CONCORD, NC -
Brandon Jones held
off a late-race, spirited
charge from Riley
Herbst to win the
ARCA Racing Series
presented by Menards
General Tire 150
Thursday night under
the lights at Charlotte
Motor Speedway.

Jones, in the No.
12 Mobil 1-TRD Toy-

ota, had a 10-length lead inside of
five laps to go when Herbst
chopped it down to nothing coming
to the white flag. Herbst got to the
back bumper of Jones on the last
lap but couldn't find a way around
the eventual winner. Jones was
able to use a lapped car to put two
lengths in between himself and
Herbst at the checkered flag.

"We gave it all we had…battling
for the win," said Jones, who led 32
laps. "Every driver out there was
putting it all on the line. This is just
incredible. I've been to Charlotte so
many times, but never been down
in that winner's circle. We came to
win it, and that's what we did."

Herbst, in the No. 18 NOS-
ORCA Coolers-Advance Auto Parts
Toyota, could have used one more
lap.

"Wish this race was 101 laps,"
said Herbst. "This place is awe-
some…three-wide racing all night.

Charlotte's my new favorite race
track. You definitely have to run 100
percent of the time. We had a long-
run race car. After five, 10 laps
everyone started falling off. We just
kept wrapping the bottom and got
faster. Can't thank my Joe Gibbs
Racing guys enough. We needed
some momentum…we'll take it to
Pocono and try to wax 'em there."

Sheldon Creed, in the No. 28
United Rentals Toyota, mixed it up
with the leaders over the back half,
and made a bold three-side move
to get to the lead on the last restart
with seven laps remaining. Creed,
who bounced back from an earlier
practice crash, led eight laps over-
all and finished third.

"We didn't get a lot of prac-
tice…that put us behind the eight-
ball," said Creed.

"My guys had to put a new nose
on it. We weren't too fast in the be-
ginning but the car came to me.
The guys made some great adjust-
ments and I finally figured out
(turns) three and four. Once I fig-
ured out where the car liked to run,
we got really good. In the end, I just
didn't get the job done…I wanna
win."

Todd Gilliland, in the No. 54
Frontline Enterprises Toyota, dom-
inated the first half, leading 60 laps.
However, Gilliland's left-front corner
was damaged during the race, and
his car began to fade. Despite an

ill-handling car in the end, he
walked away with the General Tire
Pole and a fourth-place finish.
Gilliland, who was also fastest in
practice, recorded the fastest lap of
the race in is DGR-CROSLEY car.

Current championship leader
Zane Smith finished fifth in the No.
41 LaPaz Margarita Mix Toyota.

The race marked the return of
ARCA to Charlotte after a 14-year
absence. The win for Jones was
his fifth career ARCA Racing Series
victory. Jones is also entered for
the ARCA race at Michigan Int'l
Speedway (June 8) where he's
won the last two races.

"Every time I get in an ARCA car
we have so much fun," Jones said.
"When the car got too tight, we'd go

up to the top to try and free it up.
We were all out…as hard as we
could go. That three-wide racing
got a little harry, but that's how it
should be…racing three-wide for
the win. We're going to go to Michi-
gan and go for the three-peat."

Quin Houff, Bret Holmes, Will
Rodgers, Codie Rohrbaugh and
Brandon Lynn complete the top-10
finishers.

It'll be another tight turnaround
for the ARCA Racing Series with
the General Tire #AnywhereIsPos-
sible 200 coming next Friday, June
1 at Pocono Raceway. ARCA offi-
cials will hold an open test at
Pocono Wednesday, May 30 in
preparation for ARCA's 66th ap-
pearance at Pocono.
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g Jones Holds Off Hard
Charge From Herbst to Win

Thriller at Charlotte

Brandon Jones held off a late race charge from Riley Herbst to win
the General Tire 150 at Charlotte Motor Speedway. (N. Kinrade
photo)



MIDLAND, NC -
Matt Wallace prevailed
over Harrison Burton
after a torrid battle
through the last 20
laps to win the Old
Glory 125 Friday night
for the Pro All Stars
Series (PASS) South
Super Late Models.
Wallaceʼs dramatic
victory was his first tri-
umph in a PASS

South Super Late Model.
“I donʼt know how we did it

tonight, the 12 car [Burton] is defi-
nitely one to beat right now, theyʼre
the best short track car in the coun-
try basically,” said Wallace, after
climbing from the Unkers Thera-
putic Products Chevrolet in victory
lane.  “Itʼs truly an honor to race
side-by-side with these guys and
win.  There was actually a lot of
momentum up on the outside and
my dad kept me pumped up.  This
is awesome.”

In qualifying, Burton set a new
track record with a lap of 15.703
seconds (114.628 MPH) for his first
career PASS South quick qualifying
time around the fast half-mile trian-
gle.  After the top 10 qualifiers re-
draw, Preston Peltier would move
to the pole position, while Burton
would slot into the eighth starting
spot.

When the green flag waved to
start the Old Glory 125, Peltier took
the initial lead over Lucas Jones.
Burton would start making his way
to the front, passing Jared Irvan for
fifth on lap 15.  Meanwhile, Wallace
was also on the move, taking sec-
ond from Jones, and then bypass-
ing Peltier in the dogleg for the lead
on lap 24.

The first caution of the night
would not wave until lap 39 when
Wes Burton slowed on track.  Fol-
lowing the restart, Jones would get
the advantage over Wallace on lap
41, but would relinquish the lead
back to him in turn three just seven
laps later.  The race would continue
caution-free until lap 75 when
Peltier looped his ill-handling car
exiting turn three.

Prior to the restart, Burton had
bypassed Jones for second and
would start alongside Wallace as
they came back to green.  Burton
got the advantage over Wallace to
take the lead for the first time in the
race.  The caution would wave
again with 25 laps to go for a hard

crash by Corey Heim in the dogleg,
which saw his machine briefly
catch fire.

On the final restart of the night,
Wallace returned the favor to Bur-
ton, taking the lead from the out-
side entering turn one.  Over the
final laps, Burton was able to get
under Wallace several times exiting
turn three, only to have Wallace
skirt out ahead in turn one and
through the dogleg.  Despite fight-
ing an extremely loose car in the
final laps, Wallace was able to hold
off Burton by a car length for his
first career PASS South Super Late
Model win.  Rounding out the top
five were Ryan Moore, Irvan, and
Jeff Fultz.  Finishing sixth through
tenth were Kodie Conner, Bronson
Butcher, Jones, Dustin Dunn, and
Roy Hayes.  

The PASS South Super Late
Models will hit the track again on
Saturday, July 21 at Orange
County Speedway for the Orange
Blossom Special.  The top five fin-
ishers at Orange County will re-
ceive guaranteed starting positions
for either the Oxford 250 in August
or the inaugural PASS Common-
wealth Classic at Richmond Race-
way in October.  Entry forms will be
available soon at ProAll-
StarsSeries.com.  Be sure to “Like”
the Pro All Stars Series on Face-
book or follow us on Twitter at
@PASSSLM14.

Polewarczyk Best in
PASS North 150 at

Thunder Road
BARRE, VT - Joey Polewarczyk,

Jr. of Hudson, New Hampshire
came out on top in a thrilling finish
to Sunday afternoon's Pro All Stars
Series Super Late Model race at
Thunder Road International Speed-
bowl.

Polewarczyk, no stranger to
Late Model success on the high-
banked, quarter-mile oval, dedi-
cated his first Super Late Model
win to the late Tom Curley, ACT
President and former co-owner of
the Green Mountain State's pre-
miere racetrack, who Polewarczyk
called instrumental to the develop-
ment of his stock car racing career.

Lining up tenth on the starting
grid, Polewarczyk's march to the
front of the field was delayed by a
flat tire and subsequent pit stop.
But the Granite State competitor
was not to be denied, prevailing in

several battles for position en route
to Mekkelsen RV victory lane.

20-year-old hotshoe Reid Lan-
pher of Manchester, Maine earned
runner-up honors and unofficially
took over the top spot in Pro All
Stars Series North Super Late
Model competition. Lanpher's per-
formance was particularly notable
since it was his first-ever appear-
ance at the tough, tight racing facil-
ity.

Bobby Therrien of Hinesburg,
Vermont raced from dead last on
the starting grid to a third-place fin-
ish in an impressive run also ham-
pered by an unscheduled pit stop.
DJ Shaw of Center Conway, New
Hampshire, the defending cham-
pion of the T-Road PASS event,
settled for a fourth-place finish after
being forced to run his backup car.

Ben Rowe of Turner, Maine took
a couple of turns pacing the field
early in the 150-lapper, crossing
the finish line in fifth position. Gar-

rett Hall of Scarborough, Maine
was sixth under the checkered flag.
Derek Ramstrom was seventh after
leading a spell before a tire went
flat and he was forced to the pit
area.

Derek Griffith of Hudson, New
Hampshire was the eight-place fin-
isher, ahead of Turner, Maine's
Glen Luce. Gabe Brown of Center
Conway, New Hampshire, a 15-
year-old Super Late Model rookie,
salvaged a top-ten finish despite
bouncing off Thunder Road's fa-
mous frontstretch wall.

The next Pro All Stars Series
Super Late Model race is sched-
uled for Saturday, June 2 at Petty
Speedway in River Glade, New
Brunswick, Canada. The next
United States-based race for the
PASS North Super Late Models is
scheduled for Father's Day, Sun-
day, June 17, at Speedway 95 in
Hermon, Maine. For more informa-
tion r call (207) 539-8865.

P.A
.S.
S.

Wallace Fends Off Burton
For Wild Win In Old Glory

125 at Concord

Joey Polewarczyk celebrates with his crew in victory lane after
winning at Thunder Road International Speedbowl with the Pro All
Star Series. (Norm Marx/PASS photo)

Matt Wallace is all smiles as he climbs from his car in victory lane
after winning the Old Glory 125 at Concord Speedway. (LWpic-
tures.com/PASS photo)



CHARLOTTE, NC
- Donny Schatz con-
tinues his dominance
of the 2018 World of
Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series 40th
Anniversary Season.
Schatz passed Shane
Stewart on Lap 24 and
went on to win his
ninth Feature of the
year and 11th of his
career at The Dirt

Track at Charlotte Motor Speed-
way. 2017 Outlaw Showdown win-
ner Logan Schuchart completed
the podium.

Schatz won the Sears Crafts-
man Dash to earn the pole for the
30-Lap Feature, but it was Stewart
leading the opening lap, utilizing
the top of the racing surface.

Stewart set a torrid pace out
front and reached lapped traffic
quickly before a Lap 10 yellow for
Jacob Allen cleared the track for
the Bixby, OK native. A caution two
laps later for Clyde Knipp would be
the final stoppage of the Feature,
as the remaining 18 laps went
Green-to-Checkered.

Stewart, in search of his first win
of the season, again approached
traffic quickly in front of Schatz
while Brad Sweet, Logan
Schuchart and Sheldon Hauden-
schild waged war for third. That
aforementioned trio put on the best
race of the evening throwing mas-
sive slide jobs, jockeying for posi-
tion around The Dirt Track at
Charlotte.

As laps began to dwindle,
Schatz continued to close in on the
leader running a car length lower
than Stewart was. Schatz showed
his nose underneath Stewart multi-
ple times but Stewart stayed in the
gas to maintain the lead.

As heavy traffic loomed, Schatz
swooped underneath Stewart suc-
cessfully to lead Lap 24 and the
Fargo, ND native would never look
back going on to win by 1.684 sec-
onds in front of Stewart.

“In this sport, what you see is
what you get, nobody wants to run
second, but sometimes it does help
when entering lapped traffic. I
started moving around the track
and my car kept getting better and
better,” Schatz said in Victory Lane.

“Weʼve been short a [crew] guy
all year. I canʼt take credit for this, I
just drive the thing. These guys
have dug and dug through all the

adversity this season. We seem to
get better through adversity
though. I canʼt wait for the next
race,” Schatz added with a smile.

Shane Stewart, whoʼs Kyle Lar-
son Racing No.2 team is based out
of nearby Mooresville, NC, praised
his crew for all the hard work this
week. “I canʼt thank my guys
enough. Maintaining a World of
Outlaws Sprint Car requires a lot of
work and a lot of money. This is a
strong finish for our team. Weʼve
had a tough start to the year, but
hopefully we can get some mo-
mentum into the summer months,”
Stewart said.

Schuchart, who was victorious in
this event a year ago, echoed
Stewartʼs sentiment about the hard
work of his crew, “We havenʼt been
racing a whole lot lately because of
the weather, but these guys havenʼt
taken a day off. We struggled a lit-
tle bit on restarts tonight, but we
were really strong.”

Sweet and Haudenschild com-
pleted the top five with Ian Madsen,
Daryn Pittman, Jason Johnson,
David Gravel and Gerard McIntyre,
Jr – in his first career start at Char-
lotte – completing the top ten. Brent
Marks earned his fourth KSE Hard
Charger honor of the season com-
ing from a transfer in the Last
Chance Showdown to finish 12th.

With NASCAR at the big track at
Charlotte Motor Speedway this
weekend, World of Outlaws car

owners Kasey Kahne and Ricky
Stenhouse Jr. raced with the Se-
ries. Kahne made his sixth Outlaw
start of the year and came forward
to an 11th place finish while Sten-
house, in his first Outlaw start since
2009, won the LCS and came
home 16th in the No.17BC.

Outlaws Forced to
Postpone Return to

Bridgeport Speedway
SWEDESBORO, NJ - Mother

Nature has struck again, forcing the
postponement of the World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-
ries return to Bridgeport Speedway.
The event was scheduled for to-
morrow Tuesday, May 22, but ex-

tremely saturated grounds at the
facility have forced the World of
Outlaws and Bridgeport Speedway
to postpone the event to a later
date.

Both Bridgeport track officials
and World of Outlaws officials were
at the facility Monday afternoon
and worked feverishly before mak-
ing the ultimate decision that the fa-
cility will not be ready by Tuesday
due to the amount of rainfall re-
ceived over the last 72 hours.

Outlaw and Bridgeport officials
are working on a date for a poten-
tial rescheduled event. Stay tuned
to World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series social media
channels for the most up to date in-
formation.
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s Schatz Passes Stewart Late
for Ninth Win of 2018 at

Charlotte

Donny Schatz passed Shane Stewart for the lead and raced his
way to victory lane at The Dirt Track at Charlotte Motor Speedway
for his ninth win of the 2018 season. (HHP/Ashley Dickerson
photo)



HAUBSTADT, IN -
Chase Stockon of Fort
Branch, IN, picked up
his first Midwest Sprint
Car Series victory of
the season in winning
the “Memorial Week-
end Classic” at Tri-
State Speedway
Sunday evening.
Stockonʼs entry was
sponsored by Angle
Buildings, Dewig
Meats, and Ted
Brownʼs Quality Care.

Stockon led every one of the 25
laps but had some fast company in
the form of Robert Ballou who was
persistent in looking for a way to

pass Stockon. Stockonʼs Fisher
powered DRC sprint was really
fast. Fast enough to win!

Ballou took second ahead of a
closing Stephen Schnapf, Kyle
Cummins, and C.J. Leary. Schnapf
was also fast and on the move hav-
ing started eighth. Earlier his
13.523 lap had led all qualifiers

Another mover was MSCS
Points leader Carson Short. The
Marion, IL, driver was sixth at the
finish of the feature after starting 8
rows back in the field.

The push forward earned him
the Keizer Aluminum Wheels Hard
Charger of the Race Award.

Aric Gentry took a newly con-
structed car to a seventh place fin-

ish. Kellen Conover, Chet Williams,
and Jadon Rogers rounded out the
top ten.

Garrett Aitkens was eleventh
and he received the Wilwood Tuff
Brakes Award for a second night in
a row.

The feature race was not com-
pleted without an incident. There
was a caution period on lap 8 when
three or four cars got together in
turn four.

The three preliminary heat races
were quick events interrupted only
twice by yellow flags. The winners
were Robert Ballou, Chase
Stockon, and Aric Gentry.

The MSCS Sprints will return to
Tri-State Speedway for a co-sanc-
tioned show on Saturday night
June 9th. Also racing in the com-
bined event that night will be the
POWRi Lucas Oil WAR Sprints in

what promises to be a real Midwest
Showdown. The top prize is
$5,000!

Two other divisions of race cars
competed during the program.
Dustin Beck of Petersburgh, IN,
won the feature for the UMP Modi-
fieds. He finished ahead of fast
qualifier Zach Fair, Tyler Weiss,
Mark Lamont, and Marty Linde-
man. Beck, Lindemam, and Levi
Kissinger won the heat races.

The MMSA Mini Sprints made
their first visit of the year. Their fea-
ture completed the nightʼs program.
The winner was Cody Trammel,
Bradley Strunk was second and
Chayse Hayhurst finished third.
The heat races spelled victory for
Strunk, Justin Lewis, and Dean
Parker.

Lewis took fifth in the MMSA fea-
ture behind Jesse Vermillion.

CONCORD, NC -
The World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late
Model Series has
completed 12 races so
far this season, and by
the end of June that
number will nearly
double. On the docket
for next month are 10
races in six separate
states, including Ten-
nessee, New York,
Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Indiana and Missouri.

The most demanding stretch of
racing in June will be mid-month
with three stops at three separate
tracks in two states: Stateline
Speedway in Jamestown, NY on
June 14; Ransomville Speedway in
Ransomville, NY on June 15; and
Wayne County Speedway in Or-
rville, OH on June 16. Full-time
World of Outlaws drivers and their
teams will travel almost 400 miles
between the trio of dirt tracks to
face regional competitors in New
York and Ohio who dare stand
nose-to-nose with the toughest
bunch in Late Model racing.

Each event will consist of a com-
plete show containing hot laps,
qualifying, heat races, Last Chance
Showdowns and a 50-lap, $10,000-
to-win Sears Craftsman Feature.
Tickets for Ransomville Speedway
on June 15 and Wayne County
Speedway on June 16 are on sale
now! Tickets for Stateline Speed-
way will be available at the trackʼs
ticket booth on June 14.

Stateline Speedway: Shane
Clanton is the most recent World of

Outlaws winner at Stateline Speed-
way. The Georgia Bulldog marched
to a $10,550 victory during the Se-
riesʼ last visit to the third-mile dirt
track in 2013. Clanton considers
the northern territory to be some-
what of his second home.

"This is like racing at home for
me now.” Said Clanton from Victory
Lane in 2013. “We've picked up a
lot of fans around here because
we've spent so much time at Ron
Daviesʼ shop the last few years. It's
like all of Ron's fans have become
my fans now too."

"The coolest thing about (win-
ning at Stateline) is (Michelle's)
grandfather built it," said Clanton
after his victory. "She's fond of her
grandfather, misses him a lot, so for
her to have a win here at a big race
is pretty special."

What made Clantonʼs fourth vic-
tory of the 2013 season even more
special was the fact that he col-
lected the win on his wife Michelleʼs
birthday.

“She sent me a message this
morning and said, 'I need a W for
my birthday.' I got her one I guess,”
said Clanton.

Clanton is still searching for his
first win of the 2018 season, but re-
mains one of the most consistent
drivers on tour this season collect-
ing five top-five and nine top-10 fin-
ishes of the 10-point races so far.

Ransomville Speedway: Return-
ing to the 3/8-mile dirt track for the
first time since 2005, the World of
Outlaws are ready to take on the
Big “R” for 50 laps in search of a
$10,000 payday.

During the Seriesʼ first and last

visit to the New York dirt track,
2004 World of Outlaws Champion
Scott Bloomquist led flag-to-flag for
60 laps. Thirteen years later, the
World of Outlaws has a largely new
roster of drivers. Many new faces
will take on Ransomville Speedway
under the World of Outlaws banner,
including defending World of Out-
laws Champion Brandon Shep-
pard, 2015 Rookie of the Year
Brandon Overton, 2017 Rookie of
the Year Devin Moran, four 2018
Rookie of the Year contenders —
including Chris Ferguson, David
Breazeale, Brent Larson, Timothy
Culp — and more young hot shoes.

Only two drivers who entered
into the World of Outlaws 2005
event at Ransomville remain full-
time drivers on tour today: 2015
Series Champion Clanton, and
2011 Series Champion and the
final member of the original Dirty
Dozen Rick Eckert.

The veteran driver of York, PAʼs
last trip north to Ransomville
Speedway was with the World of
Outlaws in 2005. Eckert finished
among the top 10. This season,
Eckert is still on the hunt for his first
Outlaws win. His best finish so far
is fourth on Feb. 17 at Volusia
Speedway Park during DIRTcar
Nationals. His consistency in his
new Rocket XR1 Paul Crowl Rac-
ing No. 7 places him fourth in
the Series Point Standings and
only 32 points behind a tie for third
between Sheppard and Clanton.

Ransomville Speedway has a
unique schedule this season host-
ing three major World Racing
Group events including the World
of Outlaws Craftsman Late Model
Series on June 15, the World of
Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-
ries on July 27and the Super DIRT-

car Series on August 7. Tickets for
both World of Outlaws events are
on sale now. Reserve your seats
today and print them off from the
comfort of your home!

Wayne County Speedway: The
2017 edition of the World of Out-
laws at Wayne County Speedway
was one of the most exciting races
of the season as hot shoe Devin
Moran rallied from a 19th starting
position to battle with Brandon
Sheppard for the lead before set-
tling for second. The eventual 2017
Rookie of the Year gave his Ohio
fans a show to remember.

Of the Seriesʼ two visits to Ohio
last season, Moran collected his
first-ever Outlaws win at Atomic
Speedway on May 26 before fin-
ishing second the following evening
at Wayne County Speedway on
May 27.

The World of Outlaws has in-
vaded Wayne County Speedway
four times with four different win-
ners: Chub Frank on May 6, 2006;
Darrell Lanigan on May 25, 2012;
Dave Hess Jr. on May 24, 2013;
and Brandon Sheppard May 27,
2017. Will Brandon Sheppard be
the first repeat World of Outlaws
winner at Wayne County? Will
Ohio-native Devin Moran claim his
first win of 2018 on his home turf?
Or will another driver be the fifth dif-
ferent Outlaws winner at Wayne
County? Join the World of Outlaws
on June 16 to find out for your-
self! Tickets are on sale now.

The three-race mid-June stretch
will help drivers build confidence
and momentum towards the three-
day 12th annual $30,000-to-
win Firecracker 100 at Lernerville
Speedway on June 21-22-
23. Tickets for Firecracker 100 are
on sale now.
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CALIFORNIA, MO
- Taking on the Double
X Speedway and the
Tribute to Jesse and
Daniel, Taylor Walton
brought the fans to
their feet with a run
from 12th to first with
the Speedway Motors
ASCS Warrior Region
presented by Impact
Signs, Awnings, and
Wraps.

The 75th driver to win with the
ASCS Warrior Region, Walton
made the race-winning pass at Lap
22 on Jay Russell. The driver of the
No. 93 was also the night's Hard
Charger. Jay Russell held on for
second with Zach Daum third.
Miles Paulus and Randy Martin
made the top-five.

Tyler Blank was sixth with Cody
Baker seventh. Evan Martin,
Nathan Benson, and Ben Brown
completed the top-five. In keeping
with the Take it to the Tail Chal-
lenge, Aidan Roosevans took the
challenge and came up to 11th.

The Speedway Motors ASCS
Warrior Region presented by Im-
pact Signs, Awnings, and Wraps
races next on June 8 at U.S. 36
Raceway.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up the over 150 across the
ASCS Nation in 2018, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com,
follow on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Lake Ozark Victory
Goes To Seth

Bergman With ASCS
Warrior Region

ELDON, MO - A win worth
$4,000, Washington's Seth
Bergman picked up his third ASCS
sanctioned victory of the season
with a mid-race pass on Paul Nien-
hiser to win the finale of the Inau-
gural Spring 360 Nationals at Lake
Ozark Speedway with the Speed-
way Motors ASCS Warrior Region
presented by Impact Signs,
Awnings, and Wraps.

Coming from fifth, Bergman
worked to second as Nienhiser led
from the pole position.

Under caution with 19 laps com-
plete, the restart was Seth's mo-
ment as the Corridor Electric No.

23 bolted to the lead through the
first and second turn.

Leading the remaining laps of
the 40 lap event, Seth raced to his
fourth career ASCS Warrior Region
triumph ahead of eighth starting,
Wayne Johnson by 1.887 seconds.
Tennessee's Brian Bell placed third
with Tim Crawley advancing five
spots to fourth. Moving up eight po-
sitions, Miles Paulus made up the
top-five.

Austin Alumbaugh, Zach Daum,
Taylor Walton, Paul Nienhiser, and
Brandon Hanks completed the top-
ten.

Paul Nienhiser Claims
ASCS Warrior Region
Victory at Lake Ozark

Speedway
ELDON, MO - Becoming the

74th driver to roll into Victory Lane
with the Speedway Motors ASCS
Warrior Region presented by Im-
pact Signs, Awnings, and Wraps,
Paul Nienhiser picked up the win
Friday night to opening the Inaugu-
ral Spring 360 Nationals aboard the
CAM2 Blue Blood/Mason Sound
No. 9x.

Chasing Jay Russell the first
four laps, the No. 76j suddenly
turned to the infield with mechani-
cal issues. Handing the lead by
Zach Daum, the No. 5d set the
pace until Lap 23 when Nienhiser
was able to complete the pass.
Able to pull away from Daum, the
Chapin, Ill racer crossed 2.260 sec-
onds ahead of Daum's No. 5d.

Rolling through the field from
10th, Washington's Seth Bergman
made it to the show position with
Brian Bell following from ninth.
Coming from eighth, Oklahoma's
Wayne Johnson made up the top-
five. Tim Crawley was sixth with
Austin Alumbaugh from 12th to fin-
ish seventh. Curtis Boyer, Kyle
Bellm, and Miles Paulus complete
the top-ten.

Jesse Baker Wins
Salute To Indy

With ASCS
Southwest Region

LAS CRUCES, NM - Getting the
jump on Rick Ziehl through the first
and second turns of the Southern
New Mexico Speedway, Jesse
Baker kept his Jackson Com-
paction No. 22 at the front of the 

(Continued Next Page)
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Through With ASCS Warrior
at Double X Speedway

Taylor Walton and family celebrate in victory lane after a run from
12th to first for the win at Double X Speedway. (Terry Ford photo)

Seth Bergman raced his way to victory lane for the third time this
season, this time at Ozark Speedway. (Terry Ford photo)

Paul Nienhiser raced his way to victory lane on Friday night at Ozark
Speedway. He became the 74th winner with the ASCS Warrior Re-
gion. (Terry Ford photo)
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field for 25 laps to pick
up Sunday's $2,500 to
win Salute to Indy with
the ASCS Southwest
Region.

Green from the
outside of the front
row, Baker railed the
cushion on the Lucas
Oil No. 20z with the
pair locked in a battle
for the first few laps.
Keeping ahead of
Ziehl, the line began to
migrate with the cen-
ter starting to come
into play. Searching

the track while keeping his mo-
mentum up, Baker found the line as
the leaders hit traffic.

Avoiding a lapped car spinning
as they leaders tried to work by, the
caution thwarted a run at the lead
by Ziehl.

Working back into traffic in a
handful of laps, Baker was able to
work under slower cars to extend
his advantage with a 1.423-secon-
dadvantage at the checkered flag
for this third career ASCS South-
west triumph. Battling back and
forth with John Carney II for the
runner-up spot, slower traffic
played to the advantage of the No.
20z to award Rick Ziehl the silver
position. Carney in third was fol-
lowed by Lorne Wofford with
Johnny Herrera coming to finish
fifth.

Royal Jones in sixth had Colton
Hardy trailing in seventh. Josh
Shipley, Wes Wofford, and Billy
Chester made up the top-ten.

The ASCS Southwest Region
goes green again on Saturday,
June 30 at Arizona Speedway.

Carney Snags ASCS
Southwest Win at The
Southern New Mexico

Speedway
LAS CRUCES, NM - Taking the

win at the Southern New Mexico
Speedway, El Paso's John Carney
II picked up Saturday's $2,500 vic-
tory to open up the Salute to Indy
with the ASCS Southwest Region.

Racing back and forth with Rick
Ziehl to open the 25-lap affair, Car-
ney secure the top spot before the
fifth lap and never relinquished the
position through some slower traffic
and several cautions. Rick Ziehl's
best finish of the season, the No.
20z was joined on the podium by
Royal Jones who held off multiple
charges by Lorne Wofford who fin-
ished fourth. Wes Wofford com-

pleted the top-five.
Racing with Ziehl through the

first two turns for the lead, Nick
Parker slipped off the track but was
able to rebound from the tail to
sixth. Jesse Baker in seventh was
followed by Alex Pettas from 14th.
Ricky Holden from 18th crossed
ninth with Jett Carney from 17th to
make up the top-ten.

Kulhanek Unstoppable
With ASCS Gulf South

at The Devil's Bowl
MESQUITE, TX - With a car de-

stroyed a week ago after contact
with a lapped car, Ray Allen Kul-
hanek thrashed to get his No. 21t
back together.

With a lot of help, that work paid
off on Saturday night with a $3,000
score at the Devil's Bowl Speed-
way with the Griffith Truck and
Equipment ASCS Gulf South Re-
gion.

Fifth the previous night at RPM
Speedway, Saturday at the Devil's

Bowl did not see a race that Ray
Allen Kulhanek did not win. Out-
running Sam Hafertepe, Jr. for the
win, Blake Hahn advanced from
sixth to complete the podium with
Martin Edwards and Harli White to

make the top-five.
Tommy Bryant, Dustin Gates,

Channin Tankersley, Bobby Breen,
and Caleb Martin completed the
top-ten.

Hafertepe Revs Things
Up With ASCS Gulf

South at
RPM Speedway

CRANDALL, TX - Winning for
the 12th time with the Griffith Truck
and Equipment ASCS Gulf South
Region, Sam Hafertepe, Jr. picked
up his third ASCS sanctioned win in
a row with his score at RPM
Speedway on Friday night in the

Hills Racing Team No. 15h.
Racing from the seventh starting

position, Hafertepe rolled to second
with the lead in the hands of Terry
Gray. Searching the track, the
race's final caution with three laps
to go sent Hafertepe to the high line
on the No. 10 of Gray to secure the
top spot. Working back to the bot-
tom of the Speedway, Hafertepe
worked to hit his marks as the high
line was wide open for Blake Hahn.

Restarting fourth at the Lap 22
caution, Hahn grabbed the runner-
up spot from Terry Gray at the
wave of the white flag. Letting the
Griffith Truck and Equipment No.
52 sail the cushion through the final
two turns, the top two spots were
nearly nose to tail at the drop of the
checkered flag. Terry Gray ended
up third with Channin Tankersley
and Ray Allen Kulhanek to com-
plete the top-five.

Sixth went to Matt Covington
with 12th starting Dustin Gates rac-
ing to seventh. Harli White in eighth
was followed by Michael Day with
Louisiana's Koty Adams moving
from 18th to finish 10th.

Jesse Baker raced his way to victory lane with the ASCS Southwest
Region at the Southern New Mexico Speedway. (Jim Rosas photo)
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John Carney took the lead on lap five and never reliquished it en-
route to victory lane at the Southern New Mexico Speedway. (Jim
Rosas photo)

Ray Allen Kulhanek celebrates in victory lane after winning at the
Devilʼs Bowl Speedway with the ASCS Gulf South region. (Manvel
Motorsports photo)



WAYNESFIELD,
OH - Norman, Okla-
homaʼs Christopher
Bell put fans on their
feet on Sunday night
at Waynesfield Race-
way Park, utilizing the
top and bottom
grooves around the
high-banked, 1/3-mile
oval to master traffic,

ultimately battling passed the
“Brownsburg Bullet” Joey Saldana
to earn the inaugural Bob Hamp-
shire Classic triumph against the
Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions presented by Mobil 1. The
$5,000 victory raised Bellʼs career
win total to four against Tony Stew-
artʼs All Stars, his first-ever at Way-
nesfield Raceway Park.

Paul McMahan chased Bell to
the final checkers, followed by early
race leader, Joey Saldana, six-time
and defending Series champion,
Chad Kemenah, and ninth-starting,
Gio Scelzi.

“I hope you guys enjoyed that
one because that was a ton of fun
to drive,” Christopher Bell said,
driver of the Linderʼs Speed Equip-
m e n t / D o u g h - S i - D o u g h
Shoppe/Fisher Performance/No.
11N. “Iʼll tell you what, I think we
need to have more sprint car races
here at Waynesfield.”

Capitalizing on his outside-front
row starting position, Bell com-
menced his hunt for the top spot
early by maintaining the runner-up
position at the drop of the green
flag. Despite Saldana earning the
early advantage from the pole po-
sition, Bell never left his tail tank,
keeping himself within striking dis-
tance for the first five circuits. Bell
made his first bid for the top spot on
lap six, working his way under the
Rudeen Racing entry at the exit of
turn four. With Bell immediately
stuck behind a cluster of lapped
cars at the entrance of turn one,
Saldana was able to return the
favor and work back around Bell to
regain control.

The featureʼs only caution halted
action on lap 17, thus allowing Bell
to restart on the back bumper of
Saldana. The fresh start proved to
be beneficial for the Chili Bowl Na-
tionals champion, soon working
back underneath Saldana on the
21st circuit. Paul McMahan, who
battled in the third position the en-

tire distance up until that point, fol-
lowed Bell around Saldana to take
the second spot officially on lap 22.

Heavy traffic came into play
shortly thereafter giving McMahan
a few opportunities to work under-
neath Bell. Soon enough, Bell, who
was making use of the top and mid-
dle grooves primarily, switched
lanes and began working the very
bottom of the corners, especially in
turns three and four. The lane swap
was enough to keep all momen-
tum, even dodging a near-mishap
with a lapped car to drive on to
score the All Star victory over
McMahan and Saldana.

“I really donʼt know what hap-
pened there,” Bell said about the
near-tangle with a lapped car. “We
got bottled up pretty good. I donʼt
have a bunch of laps at this place,
but Iʼve watched a bunch here.
There always seems to be a lot of
lapped traffic, and this place is re-
ally fast. Even when it slicks off like
tonight, youʼre still scooting around
here pretty good. Joey (Saldana)
was really good there at the begin-
ning. I knew I was good, too. I just
kept tugging on that wing. The
lapped cars started running really
good on the bottom. They were
pulling away from me coming off of
four. I figured if they can do it, I can
do it. It all worked out.”

“Bob Hampshire is a special
guy,” Bell continued. “Itʼs a real
honor to be able to win his race.”

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions presented by Mobil 1
will move on down the highway and
continue their 2018 campaign with
a pair of rescheduled starts in
Pennsylvania, kicking-off the month
of June with visits to Lernerville
Speedway in Sarver and Bedford
Speedway in Bedford on Friday
and Sunday, June 1 & 3, respec-
tively. The All Stars will visit Lern-
erville and Bedford only once in
2018, each awarding a $5,000 top
prize.

Mother Nature Wins at
Wayne County

ORRVILLE, OH - A strong band
of thunderstorms appearing just
before hot laps forced Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 and Wayne
County Speedway officials to can-
cel Saturday eveningʼs visit. The
storm system rolled into Orrville,

Ohio, just before 7 p.m. leaving
Wayne County Speedway heavily
saturated.

Cale Thomas Passes
Joey Saldana Late to

Earn First-Ever
All Star Victory

ATTICA, OH - Fairland, Indi-
anaʼs Cale Thomas officially etched
his name in the Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions presented by
Mobil 1 history book on Friday night
at Attica Raceway Park, utilizing a
late-race restart to drive by race-
long leader, Joey Saldana, to cap-
ture his first-ever All Star main
event victory, as well as a $5,000
top prize.

Thomas, who battled in the run-
ner-up position the entire distance
before taking over the top spot,
made his winning move with just 11
circuits remaining, actually driving
underneath Saldana at the exit of
turn four to officially lead lap 30. A
caution involving second row
starter, Brady Bacon, on lap 29 set-
up the winning move with Thomas
ultimately chasing Saldana to com-
plete lap 29 just before slingshot-
ting under his fellow Indiana native
the following circuit. From that point
forward, it was all Thomas, eventu-
ally pulling away to a comfortable
advantage over the “Brownsburg
Bullet.”

“I did my best Byron Reed im-
pression tonight. I knew Joey [Sal-
dana] was running the bottom of
turns one and two and the top of
turns three and four, so I knew I
had to go somewhere where he
wasnʼt,” Cale Thomas explained,
driver of the Engler Machine & Tool
No. 91. “I got under Saldana com-
ing off of four just after that last
restart. He tried to come down and

block me, but I knew I didnʼt want
to give the spot up. I gave him a lit-
tle tap so he knew I was there hop-
ing it would move him up the track
and it worked. I donʼt like driving
like that, but that part of the track
was open and I had to take it. I
knew I was faster on that restart.”

Joey Saldana held on to finish
second after leading the first 29 cir-
cuits.

“Actually, I was struggling during
all of the restarts tonight,” Saldana
said, who had to endure five cau-
tions during the 40-lap program,
one of which resulting in red flag
conditions. “Every restart Cale
would get a really good run on me.
It took me about a lap or three-
quarters of a lap to get the tires
back underneath me. Regardless,
hats off to those guys. I know how
special it is to win your first race,
especially an All Star race. Itʼs a
feeling that never goes away. Itʼs
hard to win one of these races.
Congratulations to them.”

In impressive fashion, twelfth
row starter, Lee Jacobs, finished
third during the eveningʼs All Star
main event, making his first ap-
pearance in a podium position on
lap 34, ultimately overpowering
Lemoore, Californiaʼs Carson
Macedo to take the spot perma-
nently on lap 36 . Jacobsʼ charge
from 23rd to finish third was
enough to earn the MSD Perform-
ance Hard Charger Award.

“Hats off to Rex LeJeune, the All
Stars, and the entire Attica staff
tonight,” Lee Jacobs said, driver
the of 1881 Motorsports/Simcox
Grinding & Steel/No. 81 sprint car.
“You could race all over this track
tonight; top, bottom, middle. I wish
we would have started a little closer
toward the front. I think we had the
car to beat the last 10 laps or so.”
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Inaugural Bob Hampshire

Classic at Waynesfield
Raceway Park

Cale Thomas celebrates his first career Arctic Cat All Star Circuit
of Champions in victory lane at Attica Raceway Park. (Paul Arch
photo)



Charlotte
Motor Speedway

CONCORD, NC -
As part of the worldʼs
most expansive Me-
morial Day Weekend
celebration on Sunday
at Charlotte Motor
Speedway, the late
Richard Warren will be
honored with the cov-
eted Stonewall Jack-
son Award during an
unforgettable Coca-
Cola 600 pre-race
Salute to the Troops.

Warren, a U.S.
Army veteran who
fought in the Vietnam

War and passed away in 2009 due
to complications to exposure from
Agent Orange, founded Pat's Cof-
fee Shop in Mooresville, North Car-
olina. With help from Welcome
Home Veterans, Inc., Richard's
Coffee Shop opened in Warren's
honor on July 4, 2009. Thanks to
Warrenʼs unwavering commitment
to honoring our nationʼs military, the
restaurant added the Welcome
Home Veterans Living Military Mu-
seum – a living shrine to the troops
which continues to expand in scope
and popularity.

Richardʼs Coffee Shop was
called “The Most Patriotic Coffee
Shop in America” by Our State
magazine. The shop features a vet-
eran-signed Book of Honor and a
military museum of artifacts do-
nated by patrons in honor of those
who served. Additionally, the coffee
shop has been involved with or-
ganizations including Toys for Tots,
Freedom Honor Flights and the
American Legion.

Given annually since 1992, the
Stonewall Jackson Award recog-
nizes recipients who have demon-
strated, by example, the highest
standards of patriotism through
personal support of the military
and/or by personal service to sacri-
fice above and beyond the call of
duty.

Past recipients of the Stonewall
Jackson Award include Gen. Gary
Luck (USA), Congressman Bill
Hefner (NC), Gen. James Liv-
ingston (USMC), Gen. Dwayne
Dorming (USSOC), the 82nd Air-
borne Division, Gen. Lloyd Newton
(USA), Gen. Peter Pace (USMC),
Gen. Buck Herman (USA), Gen.
Henry Shelton (USA), Gen. John
Handy (USAF), Gen. William B.
Tonguy (USSOC), Command Sgt.
Major Michael W. Williams (USA),
Brigadier Gen. Iwan B. Clontz
(NCANG), Col. Walter Joseph
Marm (USA), former American Le-
gion Post Commander Dale Punch,

Purple Heart Homes co-founder
Dale Beatty, Lt. Col. Oliver North
(USMC), Maj. Gen. Tom Sadler
(USAF), Taya Kyle, USO of North
Carolina President John Falken-
bury and last yearʼs winner, Fort
Bragg Communications Chief
Frank Hanan.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Day-

tona International Speedway has
designed a special ticket package
around Chase Elliott, driver of the
No. 9 NAPA Auto Parts Chevrolet
Camaro ZL1 for Hendrick Motor-
sports, for the upcoming Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series event
on Saturday night, July 7 at the
“World Center of Racing.” 

The ticket package, available
starting at $99 per ticket for adults
and $24 for children 12 and under,
includes:

• A reserved seating ticket to the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race on Saturday, July 7

• UNOH Fanzone/Pre-Race ac-
cess

•15-minute question-and-
answer session with Elliott in a Mid-
way suite

• Autographed Chase Elliott hero
card

Tickets for this special Chase El-
liott ticket package are limited and
available at www.daytonainterna-
tionalspeedway.com/chaseelliott or
by calling 1-800-PITSHOP.

Elliott has already enjoyed suc-
cess at Daytona International
Speedway, claiming wins in the
DAYTONA 300 NASCAR Xfinity
Series race and a Duel At DAY-
TONA 150-mile qualifying race as
well as two DAYTONA 500 pole po-
sitions. With his first DAYTONA 500
pole in 2016, Elliott became the
youngest driver at the age 20
years, two months and 17 days to
lead the field to the green flag in

“The Great American Race.”
Tickets for Coke Zero Sugar 400

Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race on Saturday night, July 7,
the Coca-Cola Firecracker 250
NASCAR Xfinity Series race on Fri-
day night, July 6 and all Daytona
International Speedway events can
be purchased online at www.day-
tonainternationalspeedway.com or
by calling 1-800-PITSHOP. Fans
can stay connected with Daytona
International Speedway on Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest,
YouTube and Snapchat, and by
downloading Daytona International
Speedwayʼs mobile app, for the lat-
est Speedway news.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Raceway will host several fan-dri-
ven events, taking place both on
and off the track, during the Pocono
400 race weekend from June 1-3.
The major races each day will in-
clude the General Tire #Any-
whereIsPossible 200 ARCA Racing
Series presented by Menards
(ARCA) race on Friday, the Pocono
Green 250 Recycled by J.P. Mas-
caro & Sons NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries (NXS) race on Saturday and
the Pocono 400 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series (MENCS)
race on Sunday.  

The weekend will kick off with
the second annual Monster Energy
NASCAR Free Friday on June 1.
Fans can bring an empty can of
Monster Energy to be recycled at
our gates and receive free admis-
sion to all events on Friday. Addi-
tionally, kids, ages 12 and under,
are free to enter the gates on Fri-
day and Saturday. Half-priced tick-
ets are available, in select
Grandstand sections, on Sunday
for children ages 12 and under.
Adult Grandstand tickets start at
$25 on Saturday and $45 on Sun-

day. Camping tickets start at $150
and access for camping guests be-
gins at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday,
May 31. Buy tickets by visiting
www.poconoraceway.com/tickets. 

Fridayʼs on-track activity will in-
clude ARCA practice, two NXS
practices, MENCS practice and
qualifying and the General Tire
#AnywhereIsPossible 200 ARCA
race. Saturdayʼs on-track schedule
will include NXS practice and qual-
ifying, one MENCS practice ses-
sion and the Pocono Green 250
Recycled by J.P. Mascaro & Sons
NXS race. The green flag for Sun-
dayʼs Pocono 400 MENCS race is
scheduled for 2 p.m. ET.

Pocono Raceway will also host
several fan-driven events and ac-
tivities throughout the Pocono 400
race weekend. Fans can visit
www.poconoraceway.com/sched-
ule for a full list of events. Several
of these events and activities in-
clude…

• 50/50 Raffle to Benefit the
Lehigh Valley Childrenʼs Hospital –
Pocono Raceway and the Mattioli
Foundation will host a 50/50 Raffle
to benefit the Lehigh Valley Chil-
drenʼs Hospital. Fans have won
over $100,000 to date during previ-
ous race weekend 50/50 raffles.
Fans should look out for 50/50 Raf-
fle volunteers, who will be roaming
the entire facility, wearing bright
yellow shirts all weekend long. Raf-
fle tickets will also be sold near the
Gate 8 Box office behind the
Grandstand and the Infield Wel-
come Center in the infield. One
lucky fan will be announced before
the end of Sundayʼs race as the
winner of the raffle. 

• Sensory Kits and Rooms, cour-
tesy of KultureCity – Fans who
have sensory issues will be able to
access sensory rooms or receive a
sensory bag. Earlier this year,
Pocono Raceway announced their
partnership with KultureCity to be-
come the first inclusive motorsports
facility in the world. Many staff
members have been trained to rec-
ognize individuals who are having
a sensory issue while visiting the
track. Sensory bags and sensory
rooms will be made available to
any individual who needs them.
Visit the Gate 8 Ticket Office or the
Infield Fan Center for more details
or to obtain a sensory bag. 

• Pocono Racewayʼs Lehigh Val-
ley Childrenʼs Hospital Kids Club –
Members of the Racewayʼs Kids
Club can receive great perks
throughout the race weekend.
These perks include access to Matt
DiBenedettoʼs Q&A session on Fri-
day, the opportunity to walk across 

(Continued Next Page)
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Richard Warren, a U.S. Army veteran who fought in the Vietnam War
and founded Patʼs Coffee Shop in Mooresville, North Carolina; was
named the 27th recipient of Charlotte Motor Speedwayʼs patriotic
Stonewall Jackson Award. (CMS photo)
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the stage with
NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries drivers during
driver introductions on
Saturday amd access
to the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
driver/crew chief
meeting on Sunday.
The Kids Club is open
to children ages 14
and under. Visit
www.poconorace -
way.com/kidsclub for
more details. Registra-
tion for the chance to
take part in the above

mentioned Kids Club events closes
Friday, May 25, 2018. 

• #POCONOMTNS Inclusive
Playground–The #POCONOMTNS
Inclusive Playground, the first in-
clusive playground located inside a
NASCAR track, will open to all
camping guests on Thursday, May
31 at Noon. The playground, which
opens following a partnership with
Pocono Raceway and the Pocono
Mountains Visitors Bureau, will be
available to kids of all abilities and
ages as a place to learn, grow and
play together. It is wheelchair ac-
cessible and includes several key
inclusive elements for children who
have autism and those who have
sensory issues. The playground
will also be open to the local com-
munity and those visiting the
Pocono Mountains, free of charge,
during non NASCAR and INDY-
CAR race weekends. For additional
details, please visit www.pocono-
raceway.com/playground. 

• NASCAR Hauler Parades for
Camping Guests – Camping
guests should be on the lookout for
two NASCAR hauler parades on
Thursday, May 31. The parade
route is through Family Grandstand
camping to Trackside camping,
entry into the infield through the
gate between Turns 2 and 3 and
through the infield road course
(known as Docʼs Way) to the exit of
Turn 3. The NASCAR Xfinity Series
hauler parade will take place from
4:30 – 4:45 p.m. ET. The Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series
hauler parade will begin at 6 p.m.
ET. Fans who are not camping at
Pocono Raceway during the week-
end can follow along through the
trackʼs Facebook, Twitter and In-
stagram accounts. 

• Monster Energy NASCAR Free
Friday – As previously mentioned,
the Raceway will host their second
annual Monster Energy NASCAR
Free Friday. Fans can bring an
empty can of Monster Energy to be

recycled to receive free access to
events taking place at the Raceway
on Friday, June 1. Fans can access
the Grandstand and Fan Fair for
the entire day. For more details visit
www.poconoraceway/freefriday. 

• NASCAR Xfinity Series Driver
Autograph Session – Several of the
rising stars from the NASCAR Xfin-
ity Series will take part in a fan au-
tograph session at Pocono
Racewayʼs new Fan Welcome
Center, located inside Fan Fair and
by Gate 10, at 10 a.m. on Friday,
June 1. A limited number of wrist-
bands will be available and will be
distributed on a first-come, first-
serve basis, at the Fan Welcome
Center starting at 8 a.m. ET. Driver
list will be announced at a later
date and can be found by visiting
www.poconoraceway.com/sched-
ule. 

• NASCAR Xfinity Series Open
Garage – Fans will have the oppor-
tunity to visit the NASCAR Xfinity
Series garage from 4:30-5:30 p.m.
ET on Friday, June 1. A limited
number of wristbands will be dis-
tributed for this event. Camping
guests can visit the Infield Fan
Center, located along Earnhardt
Road, to inquire about a wristband
starting on Thursday afternoon.
Those who are attending the
events at the track on Friday will be
required to have a Pre-Race
Pit/Paddock Pass. Wristband distri-
bution for these guests will be avail-
able on a first-come, first-serve
basis at the Pocono Raceway tent
in the Paddock beginning at 12
Noon ET on Friday.

• Selfie Session with Alex Bow-
man – In place of the common au-
tograph session, Alex Bowman,
driver of the No. 88 Chevrolet, will
meet 75 groups of fans for the first
event of its kind taking place during
a NASCAR race weekend. It will be
held behind Victory Lane, in the
Paddock, for fans who pre-regis-
tered. Registration for this event
was announced and the spots were
filled within 90 minutes. For more
information, visit www.poconorace-
way.com/selfiesesh. 

• Infield Block Party and Pocono
Raceway Fireworks This Saturday
– The public is invited to attend
Pocono Racewayʼs Infield Block
Party and Fireworks show this Sat-
urday night. For a $10 cash dona-
tion, per vehicle, to our local fire
department, fans may enter the
Gate 1 Tunnel starting at 5 pm ET
on Saturday, June 2. Events in-
clude live music by M80 and Tim
Dugger, a Red Robin food truck, a
bar for the adults and kid-friendly
activities such as wiffleball, knocker
balls and a zipline. This event is

complimentary for all of our race
weekend camping guests. For
more information please visit
www.poconoraceway.com/block-
party.  

• Tricky Triangle Club Featuring
Jimmie Johnson and Kurt Busch –
The Tricky Triangle Club is Pocono
Racewayʼs #1 option for Fan Hos-
pitality. It will feature Q&A sessions
with NASCAR Cup Series champs
Jimmie Johnson and Kurt Busch.
Tricky Triangle Club ticket holders
will receive exclusive access to the
driver Q&A session, a Sunday Pit
Pass, pre-race meal and bever-
ages, four beer tickets (for those
ages 21 and up), a welcome bag
which includes an official Pocono
400 souvenir program and a
chance to win giveaway items. For
information and to purchase your
Tricky Triangle Club pass, please
visit www.poconoraceway.com/ttc. 

• Matt DiBenedetto Club Pocono
Appearance – Matt DiBenedetto,
driver of the No. 32 Zynga Poker
Ford, will make an appearance at
Club Pocono at 10 a.m. ET on Sun-
day. This event is open to all Club
Pocono ticket holders. In addition
to the DiBenedetto Q&A, Club
Pocono ticket holders receive a
seating behind pit road, compli-
mentary FanVision, infield parking
pass and a Pre-Race Pit/Paddock
Pass. Tickets can be purchased by
visiting http://www.poconorace-
way.com/ticket/nascar-1/sunday-
clubs-boxes. 

• Pre-Race Concert presented
by Mack Trucks with Steve Moak-
ler – Steve Moakler, a rising coun-
try musician and Pittsburgh, Pa.
native will perform a 45-minute pre-
race concert on the frontstretch and
near the start/finish line at 12 p.m.
ET on Sunday, June 3. Fans can
get front stage access to the con-
cert and Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup series driver introductions with
a Pre-Race All Access Pass. A
Sunday Grandstand Ticket, Pre-
Race Pit/Paddock Pass and Pre-
Race All Access Pass are required
for VIP access to these events.

Before arriving to Pocono Race-
way, guests should also visit
www.poconoraceway.com/faninfo
for information including what items
are approved for entry
into the track and ad-
ditional guest policies
and procedures.

Michigan Intʼl
Speedway

BROOKLYN, MI -
Megan Keller helped
the 2018 U.S.
Olympic Womenʼs Ice
Hockey Team claim

the gold medal at the
PyeongChang Olympic Winter
Games in February. On June 10,
she will come home to Michigan to
drive the pace car to start the Fire-
Keepers Casino 400 at Michigan
International Speedway. 

“I am extremely excited to drive
the pace car to start the race in
June,” Keller said. “I was honored
to be part of the womenʼs hockey
team that was able to win the
Olympic gold medal for our country.
I cannot wait to get behind the
wheel of the pace car and hear the
roar of the engines as we come to
the green flag.”

The Farmington, Michigan, na-
tive has been part of the U.S.
Womenʼs National Team program
since 2014. She has played in one
Olympics, three International Ice
Hockey Federation Womenʼs World
Championships and three Four Na-
tions Cups.

Keller played in all five games at
the PyeongChang 2018 Olympic
Winter Games, recording two as-
sists. The U.S. Olympic Womenʼs
Ice Hockey Team defeated
Canada, 3-2, in a shootout to win
the gold medal. It marked the first
Olympic gold medal for the
womenʼs hockey team since 1998. 

“We are excited to have Megan
drive the pace car for the Fire-
Keepers Casino 400,” MIS Presi-
dent Rick Brenner said. “It was an
honor to watch her live out her
dream by winning the Olympic gold
medal this year. We cannot wait to
welcome her to Michigan Interna-
tional Speedway and recognize her
achievement with our fans.”

Keller has played three seasons
at Boston College. She was named
first-team All-American as both a
sophomore and junior. As a junior,
she won the Cammi Granato
Award as Hockeyʼs Eastʼs top
player after leading all NCAA de-
fenseman with 39 points and 29 as-
sists in 35 games. 

Keller attended North Farming-
ton High School in Farmington,
Michigan, where she played
hockey all four years.

Before Keller leads the field to
the green flag, fans will want to be

(Continued Next Page) 
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in their seats early.
David “The Bullet”
Smith, the Worldʼs
Most Accomplished
human cannonball will
fly high above the tri-
oval. The fans will be
laughing at the stand-
up comedy act of Mike
Green from the pre-
race stage. 

Tickets start at
$35 for the FireKeep-
ers Casino 400 on
June 10 and the Con-
sumers Energy 400
on Aug. 12. Fans can

find the perfect campsite for their
families and friends in any of the
different campgrounds at the track
starting at $160. Fans can pur-
chase tickets and campsites at
www.mispeedway.com or by calling
888-905-7223.

Children 12 and under are free
on Fridays and Saturdays. On Sun-
days, children 12 and under tickets
start at $15.  Children 12 and under
can attend three days of NASCAR
action for just $15, ensuring fami-
lies a weekend of fun at affordable
prices.

Sunday ticket holders can stick
around on Saturday after the
NASCAR XFINITY Series LTi Print-
ing 250 for a free post-race concert
featuring the bands FireHouse and
38 Special located behind Turn 3. 

In addition, the track will have
entertainment in all the camp-
grounds starting Wednesday of
race week. Fans can enjoy fitness
programs, church services, take
trips into the community or watch a
movie. The fan plaza will feature
the ZOMONGO Adrenaline Zone,
the Great Lakes Timber Show and
free concerts. 

Nestled in the lush Irish Hills of
Southeastern Michigan, Michigan
International Speedway is
NASCARʼs fastest racetrack. It has
been the love of NASCAR racing
and the thrill of a great time for race
fans and drivers alike for 50 years.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Charlotte

Motor Speedway honored its
newest group of 50-year race fans
on Saturday with an induction into
the speedwayʼs Wall of Honor. The
longtime race fans were also cele-
brated with a special breakfast at
The Speedway Club.

Each year the speedway honors
race fans who have been coming to
races at the speedway for 50 years
or more. Retired NASCAR driver
and NASCAR Hall of Fame in-

ductee Bobby Allison was also on
hand to socialize with the fans.

Perhaps one of the most excited
50-year fans inducted this year was
Michael Smith of Charlotte, North
Carolina, who has attended races
at Charlotte Motor Speedway since
it opened back in 1960.

“I just love racing but this is the
best place to come,” said Smith.
“Just being here for all the races is
my biggest memory. I actually
helped work the parking lot here
the first year by parking cars. I have
seen it all over the years. Iʼm a Ford
man and have pulled for them all
these years. This is such a great or-
ganization. Just to be here for all of
the events is special.”

Among the newest honorees
were Peggy and Leon Harrison of
Holden Beach, North Carolina, who
are also celebrating their 50th an-
niversary. The Harrisons spent their
honeymoon at the Coca-Cola 600
in 1968 at Charlotte Motor Speed-
way and have had many, many
memories at the speedway over
the years.

“Well obviously, the big one
since it was our honeymoon.” said
Leon Harrison of his favorite Char-
lotte memory. “We have so many
nice memories here. It was a sur-
prise to be honored like this. We
have seen the inner workings at the
speedway and are totally amazed.
It is amazing to see how this has
grown in 50 years.”

Another honoree was Dewayne
Haire from Denver, North Carolina.

“The first race I came to was in
1968 and it was the 600. My dad
brought me as a birthday present,”
said Hair. “Ever since then it has
been something that has been the
norm. I just enjoy it. There are so

many favorite memories here. I
guess my favorite was when Dale
Earnhardt (Sr.) won his first race
here. Another one would be the first
when Buddy Baker won a rain-
shortened race. He became one of
my heroes.”

One of the newest members of
this unique club is Charles Hart of
Bridgeport, West Virginia. Hart
passed away in 2014. His daughter
has been coming since and ac-
cepted her fatherʼs plaque in his
memory.

The 2018 list of honorees in-
cluded Robert Wood, from
Cheshire, Connecticut; Edward
Collins of Statesville, North Car-
olina; Charles Hart of Stonewood,
West Virginia; Leroy Weaver from
Holtwood, Pennsylvania; William
McKinley of Charlotte, North Car-
olina; David Spake of Dacula,
Georgia; Anthony Fallia of Valrico,
Florida; Lona Woodring of Boone,
North Carolina; Johnny Delaney of
Escanaba, Michigan; Hugh Gray
from Alpharetta, Georgia; Ken
Lauffer of Midland, North Carolina;
Jerry Hawkins of Pageland, South
Carolina; Dewayne Haire of Den-
ver, North Carolina, and Leon and
Peggy Harrison of Holden Beach,
North Carolina.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Attorney

General Josh Shapiro today an-
nounced a new partnership with
Pocono Raceway to help curb the
opioid epidemic through an innova-
tive drug take back initiative. The
event will be the biggest NASCAR
drug take back weekend ever and
will take place at the Raceway dur-
ing the June 1-3 Pocono 400 week-
end. 

Race attendees are encouraged
to bring unused prescription drugs
to one of the two drug take back
booths staffed by Attorney Gen-
eralʼs office personnel on Friday,
June 1 through Sunday, June 3.
Ticketed fans who dispose of med-
ication during the weekend will
earn the chance to drive their car
around ʻThe Tricky Triangleʼ for
free. The take back booths, located
outside Gate 8 by the flagpole and
inside the Paddock, will be open
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each
day.

“Our partnership with Pocono
Raceway continues our fight
against an epidemic that is rav-
aging our Commonwealth and
claiming the lives of 15 Pennsylva-
nians every day,” Attorney General
Josh Shapiro said. “Eighty percent
of people who struggle with heroin
addiction start by abusing prescrip-
tion drugs, and the vast majority got
those drugs from friends, relatives
or a medicine cabinet. With Pocono
Racewayʼs help, weʼre getting
these drugs out of medicine cabi-
nets and safely disposing of them.
This is an innovative public safety
idea and a chance for NASCAR
fans to do something on their
bucket list – drive around ʻThe
Tricky Triangle.ʼ”

In Monroe County, 41 people
died from drug-related overdoses
and Luzerne County saw a 47 per-
cent increase in overdose deaths in
2016. First responders in Carbon
County in 2016 used the lifesaving
drug Naloxone 23 times to revive
overdosed individuals. County sta-
tistics from 2017 are not yet avail-
able, but experts expect the
overdose deaths to be higher. 

Fans who drop their unused pre-
scription drugs at one of the take
back booths receive a voucher to
drive their own car around ʻThe
Tricky Triangle.ʼ A limited number of
fans who drop their prescription
drugs on Friday or Saturday will be
able to drive the track approxi-
mately one hour after the Pocono
Green 250 Recycled by J.P. Mas-
caro & Sons race. These limited
spots for Saturday, June 2 will be
distributed on a first-come, first-
serve basis. All others participating
fans will be invited back to drive the
track on Thursday, July 5, 2018.

“Pocono Raceway is proud to
join the fight against the opioid cri-
sis affecting our local community
and the Commonwealth,” said
Pocono Raceway President Ben
May. “Our partnership with Attorney
General Josh Shapiro will hopefully
encourage all race fans to partici-
pate in the drug take back initiative 

(Continued Next Page)
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Longtime race fans join NASCAR Hall of Fame inductee Bobby Alli-
son, middle left, and Speedway Motorsports, Inc. President and CEO
Marcus Smith, middle, at a breakfast on Saturday at Charlotte Motor
Speedway. The speedway honored fans who have attended races at
Charlotte for at least 50 years. (HHP/Tami Pope photo)



Continued…

during the Pocono 400
weekend. The pro-
gram allows every fan
attending our events
to properly and anony-
mously remove those
unused and outdated
prescription drugs
from their homes. It is
an important step and
a strong way for the
public to get involved
and join the fight
against opioid epi-
demic.”

Since Attorney
General Shapiro took

office in 2017, his office has col-
lected and destroyed more than 63
tons of drugs through partnerships
with local law enforcement, district
attorneys, the Pennsylvania State
Police and the National Guard.

“Expanding drug take back pro-
grams is an important facet in my
multi-pronged approach to fighting
this epidemic,” Attorney General
Shapiro said. “With your help on
race weekend, we can get these
unnecessary drugs out of our com-
munities – so they donʼt fuel the
epidemic.”

Texas Motor Speedway
THE COLONY, TX - B.B. Owen

Elementary fifth-grader Xavier
Gooden just wanted to create a
paint scheme in last year's Lionel
Racing "Design A Die-Cast" com-
petition to honor his two grand-
mothers who were battling colon
cancer.

On Monday, that tribute came to
life as the "Cure Cancer 2017"
paint scheme he designed was
showcased on 50 pre-packaged
1:64-scale die-cast cars that were
sent by Lionel Racing to the ele-
mentary school in The Colony to
give Gooden and his classmates a
sneak peek.

That car will find itself alongside
the die-casts of NASCAR stars
such as Jimmie Johnson, Kevin
Harvick, Kyle Busch and Chase El-
liott on shelves of national retailers
such as Walmart and others soon.

With more than 100 third-,
fourth- and fifth-grade students as
well as faculty and his family on
hand, Gooden was given a surprise
event in the school library to unveil
the cars. The blue, green and pink
design was themed "Cure Cancer
2017" and included blue ribbons for
colon cancer awareness. The paint
scheme was a tribute to his two
grandmothers with colon cancer,
one of which he lost last spring.

"I didn't know what the assembly

was for until I lifted the box and saw
the cars. I played it cool and didn't
yell out loud ... but you can't imag-
ine what it's like to see your car in
stores and know that people every-
where will be playing with it in their
houses," Gooden said. "I'm going
to put it up where people can see
it, but I won't let anyone open it."

The opportunity came about by
Gooden participating in last year's
Lionel Racing "Design A Die-Cast"
competition that was among the 10
Dallas/Fort Worth elementary
schools that were part of Texas
Motor Speedway's Speeding To
Read program. His design was
chosen as the overall winner from
among the 5,000 students that
were eligible to participate in the
competition.

The die-cast cars were delivered
to the school Friday, giving B.B.
Owen Principal Jennifer Spitzer
and her staff the weekend to plan
Monday's special presentation.

"Die-cast cars have been a part
of all kids' childhoods, so how
amazing to go through this process
and see one of our students design
one that goes on store shelves,"
Spitzer said. "Having all this hap-
pen for Xavier has inspired the
whole student body and taught
them what they can truly accom-
plish when they take advantage of
opportunities." 

The surprise didn't stop at the
presentation. After a brief show-
and-tell with the students in the li-
brary, Gooden paraded the school
hallways, where he was greeted by
a line of students cheering, yelling
his name and holding various con-
gratulatory signs. He then made his
way back to the library, where he
signed more than 20 cars for class-
mates.

"I felt like an actual celebrity
being able to sign the cars for my
classmates."

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Charlotte

Motor Speedway, in partnership
with NASCAR, Rescue Ranch and
the Arbor Day Foundation, held a
ceremonial tree planting on Thurs-
day at the Camping World Racing
Resort to honor the memory of
those who made the ultimate sacri-
fice to protect our country.

Three trees were planted in
honor of the 51 fallen service mem-
bers acknowledged during the
NASCAR Salutes 600 Miles of Re-
membrance campaign. The re-
maining 48 trees will be planted this
fall.

One of the trees planted was in
honor of Navy SARK Ryan Lohrey,
who is being remembered on the

No. 31 car of Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series driver Ryan
Newman. Lohreyʼs mother and fa-
ther were on hand to help plant the
tree that honors their sonʼs mem-
ory.

“We couldnʼt be more excited to
take part in our first memorial tree
garden being planted today at
Charlotte Motor Speedway,” said
Catherine Kummer, the senior di-
rector of green innovation for
NASCAR. “Today is a reflection on
how our industry comes together to
impact our local communities, but
also to take time to honor and re-
member those who lost their lives
protecting us.”

Newman, who is part owner of
Rescue Ranch, will carry Ryan
Lohreyʼs name on his car in Sun-
dayʼs Coca-Cola 600.

“This is different for me. We are
planting a tree to give new life
when Ryan Lohrey gave his life for
us to do what we do,” said New-
man.

“Iʼm honored to be able to stand
up here for all the people who have
contributed to NASCAR Green to
do an event like this, to plant a tree
and celebrate life. Thank you for
this opportunity. I love trees and I
do plant a lot of trees and enjoy the
beauty of them. Itʼs pretty special
for me to be a part of this. Itʼs a
connection and itʼs a partnership.
Just like we have sponsors, itʼs just
a partnership between us and serv-
ice members, for branches of the
military and for their families. Itʼs a
story where at some point their kids
and grandkids get older they can
bring them back and show them
the tree that was planted in their fa-
therʼs memory because of the
things that he did. Thatʼs special.
Thatʼs what creates the family
awareness that is NASCAR and
why Iʼm proud to be a NASCAR
driver.”

Greg Walter, the executive vice
president of Charlotte Motor
Speedway, was also on hand for
the ceremony and took part in the
tree planting.

“When NASCAR and the Arbor
Day Foundation asked us to plant
these trees and have a memorial
garden, it wasnʼt a question of ʻif,ʼ It
was a question of ʻwhenʼ and
ʻhow,ʼ” Walter said. “We are truly
honored to be able to do this in
memory of the fallen men and
women who have paid the ultimate
sacrifice in defending
our freedoms. Memo-
rial Day weekend is a
special weekend.
And we take the trib-
utes we hold here
very dear, very sa-

cred. We have a huge responsibil-
ity to honor those.”

Michigan Intʼl Speedway
BROOKLYN, MI - The 50 Years

of Racing Exhibit presented by
Consumers Energy at Michigan In-
ternational Speedway is a place for
fans to see on race weekends in
2018. The track continues to add
cars driven by NASCAR Hall of
Famers to the display. 

The exhibit will house special
memorabilia and cars that once
raced on the two-mile oval for fans
to enjoy in both June and August.  

Bill Elliott dominated at Michigan
International Speedway in the
1980s in the NASCAR Cup Series.
He recorded seven wins on the
two-mile oval from 1984 – 89. He
produced those victories in 12
races, including four straight in
1985 – 86. Elliott also started on
the pole six times in those same 12
races. The car that Elliott drove to
victory lane in the 1987 Champion
Spark Plug 400 will be on display. 

Bobby Allison was considered
one of the best racers during his
career. He is tied for fourth in track
history with four wins. In June and
August, fans will have the opportu-
nity to see the 1972 Chevrolet Mal-
ibu that Allison drove. 

The two cars will be showcased
alongside the previous nine cars
and one truck announced:

• Dale Earnhardt Sr. 1995 IROC
Championship car

• Al Unser Sr. 1978 IROC Cham-
pionship car

• Rick Mears 1982 Gould
Charge Penske PC 10 car

• Greg Biffle 2012 Pure Michigan
400 and 2013 Quicken Loans 400
Ford Fusion winning car

• Carl Edwards 2007 Citizens
Bank 400 Ford Fusion winning car

• Roush Fenway Racing winning
truck from 2007 and 2009

• Earnhardt 1990 Chevrolet Lu-
mina

• David Pearson 1969 Yankee
600 Ford Torino winning car

• Richard Petty 1971 Plymouth
Roadrunner

• Dale Jarrett 1996 GM Good-
wrench Service 400 Ford Thunder-
bird winning car

Visit www.mispeedway.com/50
years to see all the latest memora-
bilia and cars added to the 50
Years of Racing Exhibit presented
by Consumers Energy.
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Antioch
Speedway

MORGANTON,
NC - Ricky Weeks #1
from Forest City one a
very competitive
Heintz bros perform-
ance Blue Ridge Out-
law late model race.
Brian Carswell #17 got
the jump at the drop of
the green flag and led
the first ten laps but
Weeks was able to get
by when Carswell en-
countered slower traf-
fic. Weeks went on to
take the checkered

flag followed closely by Carswell for
second, Jimmy Mac #23 third, Billy
Smith #98 fourth and Jonathon
Jennings #20 fifth.

Brian Carswell #13 from Valdese
had no problem taking home the
trophy in the Heintz bros perform-
ance Renegade/Crate sportsman
race. Victor Durham #100 crossed
the line in second, Jr Blackburn
#52 third and Bundy Stowe #13S
fourth.

Shane Harris #47 from Marion
led flag2flag winning the Tire
plus/Tires pros Thunder
bombers/psV8 event. Conner Car-
swell #69 second, Benny Peeler
#16 third, shorty Lacey #19 looked
impressive but lost a lap in the pits
and had to settle for fourth. Johnny
Reynolds #55 fifth.

Randy Powell #88 from Lincol-
nton led all 12 laps in winning the
RPM graphics Pure stock 4 race.
Chris Butler #B9 overcame a mid-
race caution and gained three
spots on the last lap when the sec-
ond and third place cars spun com-
ing off turn 4 with two laps
remaining. Trent Chatham #9 third,
Caleb Watson #27 fourth and
Logan Ritchie #92 rounded out the
top five.

Clay Moody #15X from Morgan-
ton won his first race of the season
in the Extreme FWDʼs event. Kevin
Roberts #3 second, Kevin Soam
#41K third and Allen Wyatt #74
fourth.

Mason Pugh #22 from Connelly
Springs came from the rear of the
field to win the James Wagoneerʼs
welding Young Guns race. Colby
Burks #73 led early but had to set-
tle for second, Chesnie Chatham
#9 third, Trace Chatham #21 fourth
and Kelly Rash #41K finished fifth.

Bowman Gray Stadium
WINSTON-SALEM, NC - Rain

storms moved in and led to the
postponement of tonightʼs racing at
Bowman Gray Stadium. The action
will return to the Madhouse next

Saturday, June 2, with Two Dollar
Ladiesʼ Night and the Midway Mo-
bile Storage Modified 100 pre-
sented by the Triadʼs 105.7 Man
Up.

The Bradʼs Golf Cars Modified
Series will duke it out in the Midway
Mobile Storage Modified 100 with
the double-file restart and $6,000
on the line in the Fansʼ Challenge.
The Texas Steak & Tap House
Sportsman Series races in a pair of
20-lappers, the Law Offices of John
Barrow Street Stock Series battles
in a 20-lap race, and the Q104.1
Stadium Stock Series will compete
in one or two 15-lappers.

Fridayʼs scheduled Sportsman
100-lap race will move to June 9,
and the double points night sched-
uled for tonight will also move to
June 9.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - Just one

weekend removed from a wild heat
race flip atop the 3/8-mile Dodge
City Raceway Park, Taylor Ve-
lasquez bounced right back to win
Saturday nightʼs 25-lap United
Rebel Sprint Series vs. Precise
Racing Products DCRP Sprint Car
Clash main event.

While the two-time and defend-
ing track champion posted his first
win of the year, other Saturday
night winners included Nick Link in
IMCA Modifieds, Daylon Bergeron
in IMCA Sport Modifieds, Shannon
Maughlin in IMCA Stock Cars and
Reagan Sellard in IMCA Hobby
Stocks.

Velasquez put the Bearcat Oil
Services/Fronk Oil Co. No. 21x out
front at the outset from the pole po-
sition and capitalized on a lap 20
caution that negated a Jake
Martens pass for the lead to secure
the win.

Given a reprieve, Velasquez

burst out to a lead of several car-
lengths as the race restarted, but
Martens closed back in and tried to
slip under in the final pair of corners
only to fall two car-lengths short at
the stripe.

“This week has been blood,
sweat and tears,” the Turpin, OK,
racer explained.  “I wasnʼt really
sure how Iʼd feel tonight.  Getting
through the heat race was the most
important part of the night, after
that I got a lot more comfortable in
the car.”

Gunning into the lead at the drop
of the green flag, Velasquez gradu-
ally slipped away from opening
night winner Brian Herbert and
Martens in the early going.
Martens made his way past Her-
bert for second on the 15th round
and erased Velasquezʼ advantage
in short order then raced into the
lead on the low side only to have
the raceʼs only caution appear to

put Velasquez back out front.
Velasquez took full advantage

by going on to become the third dif-
ferent winner in as many rounds of
DCRP Sprint Car competition in
what was also the season opening
event for the United Rebel Sprint
Series.

Martens settled for second with
Herbert claiming the show posi-
tion.  Zach Blurton crossed the
stripe fourth with Tyler Knight
rounding out the top five.

The 20-lap IMCA Modified main
event featured a Link battle be-
tween the father-and-son duo of
Tracy and Nick Link much of the
way before the younger driver took
command at the midway point and
raced on to his first career DCRP
win.

Tracy Link gunned into the early
lead from the pole position with
2016 track champion Nick Link
making his way to second by the
fifth round and soon challenging for
the point.  Nick Link took command
at the midway point and opened up
a half straightaway advantage over
the field as the laps clicked off.

Defending track champion Clay
Sellard worked his way up to sec-
ond with a handful of laps remain-
ing but was unable to close the gap
as Nick Link raced to the check-
ered flag.  Sellard settled for sec-
ond with Ryan Heger capturing
third.  Mike Lunow was fourth with
Jack Kirchoff rounding out the top
five.

Woodwardʼs Daylon Bergeron
foiled Alex Wiensʼ bid for a first
DCRP win with a last-lap pass to
take the checkered flag in the 20-
lap IMCA Sport Modified feature.

With Bergeron moving forward
(Continued on Next Page…)
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Ricky Weeks celebrates his win at Antioch Speedway. (ANTIOCH
SPEEDWAY photo)

Friends and family help Taylor Velasquest celebrate his first win of
the season at Dodge City Raceway Park. (DCRP photo)
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from seventh, Wiens
battled past Joey
Maupin for the point on
the third round and
paced the field over
the ensuing rounds.

Bart Baker closed
the gap on Wiens as
traffic came into play
over the closing cir-
cuits while Bergeron
made his way up to
fourth by the eighth
round and then third
on the 15th lap.  Slic-
ing through traffic,
Bergeron took second

away from Baker on the 18th lap
and then slipped by Wiens on the
low side after the white flag flew.

Wiens settled for runner-up hon-
ors behind Bergeron with Baker in
third.  Jarett Lunow was fourth with
Dustin Donley rounding out the top
five.

Dightonʼs Shannon Maughlin
made a long-awaited return to vic-
tory lane by leading the final half of
the 15-lap IMCA Stock Car feature
for his first DCRP score since the
2013 season opener.

While Maughlin worked his way
forward from sixth, Chris Oliver
held off Gregg Schell for the point
for a handful of laps before Schell
took command in the spirited multi-
car battle for the lead.  Maughlin
followed Schell past Oliver for sec-
ond on the sixth lap and then bat-
tled into the lead two laps later.

Maughlin led the rest of the way
to take the win ahead of Dusty Wit-
thuhn with Schell, Tyler Scruggs
and Will Bauer filling out the top
five.

Bucklinʼs Reagan Sellard battled
past Dan Rogers for the lead mid-
way through the 12-lap IMCA
Hobby Stock feature en route to
topping his first DCRP feature of
the season.

Rogers broke into the lead on
the opening lap from the third start-
ing position with Sellard making his
way into second by the third lap.
The race was on from there, with
Sellard battling has way past
Rogers just past the midway point.

Sellard paced the field the rest
of the way ahead of Rogers with
Brett Copeland, Chad Kelley and
Mike Davis rounding out the top
five.

Action resumes at Dodge City
Raceway Park with on Friday night,
June 8, with the Inaugural United
States Modified Touring Series
event atop the 3/8-mile DCRP clay
oval along with IMCA Sport Modi-
fieds, IMCA Stock Cars and IMCA

Hobby Stocks.

Hickory Motor Speedway
NEWTON, NC - Due to the in-

clement weather, all events at Hick-
ory Motor Speedway for Saturday
May 26th have been cancelled. 

Unfortunately, with heavy rains
and steady showers this morning,
the track will weep throughout the
day.

With more unfavorable predica-
tions expected throughout the
evening forecast Hickory Motor
Speedway management feels that
it will be best for the Competitors,
Sponsors and Fans to race in more
favorable conditions.

Hickory Motor Speedway Gen-
eral Manager Kevin Piercy stated
“This is a tough spot, We do not
take these decisions lightly, We
have several competitors that are
eager to hit the track”.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Even with

several high schools in the region
holding graduation ceremonies, a
great Memorial Day holiday week-
end crowd gathered Friday at
Kingsport Speedway for NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series racing
at “The Concrete Jungle.”

Kres VanDyke of Abingdon, Va.,
captured the Late Model Stock Car
victory, while Nick Cole of Bristol,
Tenn., recorded the Modified Street
win.

Keith Helton of Kingsport won
the Pure 4 feature, while Brad Ball
of Abingdon recorded the Mod 4
victory. Jay Swecker of Kingsport
captured the Pure Street win, with
Jeremy Mullins of Clintwood, Va.,
bringing home the Vintage class
victory.

Kres VanDyke set fast-time in
Late Model Stock Car qualifying at
15.085, but following roll of the dice

producing an invert of the top five
from time trials, 14-year-old rookie
Trey Bayne (brother of NASCAR
Monster Energy Cup Series driver
Trevor Bayne) and veteran Robbie
Ferguson led the 16-car field to
green from the front row.

Bayne and Ferguson raced
door-to-door over the first couple of
laps before Ferguson moved into
the lead over Bayne, while behind
them VanDyke, Zeke Shell, Ronnie
McCarty, Wayne Hale, Dillon
Hodge, Nik Williams, Joey Trent,
Bryson Dennis and Derek Lane
were jockeying for real estate. Rac-
ing off the fourth turn on lap 4,
VanDyke got around Bayne and
with the door open Shell also capi-
talized to drop Bayne back into the
fourth spot.

While Ferguson was in com-
mand out front holding an eight car-
length advantage over VanDyke
and Shell, the action right behind
them was good involving McCarty
and Hale. With the race running
clean-and-green from the start,
Bayne began to slide back losing
positions though he was up-on-the-
wheel driving hard. 

Bayne and Lane were racing
hard when contact on the back-
stretch saw Lane scrape along the
outside wall. The intensity between
the duo carried over to the follow-
ing lap racing into the first turn,
when Lane had enough of Bayne
and contact saw Bayne spin be-

tween turns one and two on lap 25
to bring out what would be the
eventʼs only caution.

Off the double-file restart
VanDyke grabbed the lead over
Ferguson, with Shell wasting no
time overtaking Ferguson to move
into second place. But lap-after-lap
leader VanDyke began to put dis-
tance between closest challengers
to eventually stretch his advantage

to a full-straightaway with 10 laps
remaining.

VanDyke cruised to his second
win of the season over Shell, Fer-
guson, McCarty and Hale. Com-
pleting the top 10 finishers were
Williams, Dennis, Trent, Hodge and
Darin Silver.  The top 8 cars fin-
ished on the lead lap.

Joshua Gobble grabbed the lead
at start of the 30-lap Modified
Street feature over Royce Peters,
Trey Lane, Chase Dixon and Derek
Lane. Just outside the top five Den-
nis Deese, Nick Cole, Alex Miller,
Hannah Seal and Rusty Clendenin
were battling for position.

Peters drove to the inside of
Gobble racing into the first turn on
lap 19, and racing up off (turn) two
down the backstretch he pulled into
the lead. However, just ahead be-
tween turns three and four Sammy
Ferguson was blowing an engine
dumping fluid on the track. 

Peters, Gobble and Trey Lane
got into the liquid and wrecked.
Both Gobble and Lane retired to
the pits with extensive front-end
damage, while Peters was forced
to rear of the field after entering the
pits for attention from his crew.

Off the ensuing double-file
restart, 14-year-old rookie Chase
Dixon and Nick Cole battled side-
by-side 4 laps for the lead before
Cole moved to the point. Cole, a
former track champion sped to the
checkered flag to take his first vic-
tory in a couple of seasons, with
Dixon, Peters, Clendenin and Miller
rounding out the top five finishers.

You can always count on good,
hard racing in the Pure 4 division.
Brandon Sutherland jumped out to
the initial lead over Kenny Absher,
Keith Helton, Billy Byington and
Bruce Crumbley. Sutherland, Ab-
sher and Helton raced up off the
corners at times three-wide in the
opening 10 laps.

Helton made his move around
Absher taking away second on lap
10 racing off turn two and closing
right in on leader Sutherland s
back bumper. Sutherland and Hel-
ton raced four laps side-by-side be-
fore Helton took the lead on lap 20.
Once out front Helton never looked
back en route to winning over Ab-
sher, Sutherland, Byington and
William Hale.

Brad Ball bolted out of the gates
early in the Mod 4 race by taking
the lead and even though he
stayed out front until the checkered
flag waved, he was pressured from
behind by Kevin Canter and David
Brown. But there would be no
denying Ball his third win on the
season over Canter, Brown, Den-

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Kres VanDyke of Abingdon, Va., captured his second NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series Late Model Stock Car feature win on
the season Friday at Kingsport Speedway. (RANDALL PERRY
photo)
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nis Arnold and Zack
Fritz.

Jay Swecker
crossed the finish line
third in the Pure Street
feature, but when ap-
parent winner David
Strong and second-
place Chris Neeley
both failed post-race
technical inspection,
defending divisional
champion Swecker
recorded his first win
of the season. Finish-
ing behind Swecker
were Brian Eggers,

Dustin Smith, Kevin Darnell and
Jessica Payne.

Jeremy Mullins captured the
Vintage win.

Mountain Creek Speedway
CATAWBA, NC - In front of a

record crowd at Mountain Creek
Speedway, Brandon LaChance
wrestled his No. 9b QRC outlaw
kart to victory in the inaugural
Clash at the Creek on Monday
night at Mountain Creek Speed-
way. LaChance outran USAC na-
tional midget star Logan Seavey
and Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series driver Kyle Larson for the
$2000 payday.

Time trials set the field for quali-
fying heat races early in the
evening, where local driver Hunter
Richards claimed the Boulay Lo-
gistics Fast Time Award, earning
him $200 cash and a brand new In-
victa watch for outpacing every
competitor on the property. The
10.502-second lap was good
enough to give him a front row
starting spot for his heat race.

Five heat races were used to set
the first ten transfers into the main
event with the top two from each
making their way into the trophy
dash and the main event. Richards
led the way for the dash, winning
his heat in similar fashion as
LaChance, Seavey, Daniel Whitley
and Tanner Holmes. Richards also
won the dash, giving him the right
to start the main event from the
pole position.

Though ten spots were set
through heats, the final ten posi-
tions were set through last-chance
B-main events, the first of which
was won by youngster Brent Crews
in dominating fashion. Kyle Larson,
who was forced to a "B" following
his heat, emerged as the victor in
the second and final qualifying
event. All other drivers were given
the option to run the non-qualifiers
race later in the night.

As the standing-room-only
crowd gazed in anticipation, 20 out-
law karts took the green for the in-
augural Clash at the Creek.
LaChance used his second-place
starting spot to outrace Hunter
Richards through turns one and
two to take the initial lead as
Richards' No. 62 settled into third.

The field barely got their motors
up to temperature before they were
quickly slowed when an accident in
turn three relegated several cars to
the tail and ended the night of Ryan
Israel after only one circuit. Karsyn
Elledge, Derek Pernesiglio and oth-
ers were also swept up into the
chaos. 

Four laps later, Tanner Holmes
worked his way around Hunter
Richards for third, but Richards
slipped, coming down the track and
collecting Kyle Craker and Tyler
Seavey before his kart stopped at
the bottom of turn four, forcing him
to the tail and eliminating his
chance at victory.

The biggest incident of the night
occurred on lap 11 when, following
a restart, Kyle Craker and Jesse
Colwell raced wing-to-wing through
turns one and two and made con-
tact down the backstretch. Craker
shot head-first into the wall and
began a series of spectacular bar-
rel rolls into turn three before finally
coming to rest with nearly the en-
tire field piled up around him. De-
spite the viscious nature of the
crash, all drivers walked away.

The calamity on the backstretch
helped Brandon LaChance solidify
himself as the man to beat when
racing resumed. He pulled away
from Logan Seavey while Kyle Lar-
son worked his way through the
field and had one final shot at vic-
tory on a restart with six laps to go.
Larson worked underneath Seavey
into turn one but the No. 1k was un-
able to make the pass on Seavey.
Brandon LaChance then motored
away from the pair to claim the in-
augural Clash at the Creek at
Mountain Creek Speedway and the
associated $2000 payday. Seavey,
Larson, Carson Kvapil and Daniel
Whitley rounded out the top five.

"This is pretty awesome,"
LaChance said in victory lane. "My
team had me this whole time be-
cause we came all the way from
the west coast to make this happen
on the first night we're out here.
They gave me a lot of confidence
and what we're working with is the
best on this Factory QRC Truck
Stop Engine No. 9. I couldn't be
happier right now. It's cool to come
all this way and get one for two
grand. I have to thank everyone
here at the Mountain Creek Speed-

way, and I guess we're victorious
tonight!" 

In intermediate action, Tyler
Letarte, son of former NASCAR
crew chief and current NBC TV an-
alyst Steve Letarte, parked his No.
09 kart in victory lane to claim the
$500 prize offered for that division
after early leader Brent Crews spun
out of the lead with only three laps
to go. Kyle Beattie took the No. 11
SKE Chassis ride to the winner's
circle in the open division non-qual-
ifiers race at the end of the night to
claim its $500 winner-take-all
bounty.

For more information on Moun-
tain Creek Speedway, follow them
on Facebook (@MountainCreek-
Speedway) and Twitter (@MtnCrk-
Speedway) or visit their website at
MountainCreekSpeedway.com.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Davie

Franek of Wantage, N.J., inherited
the lead on lap nine in the 30-lap
Jack Gunn Memorial for 360 sprint
cars Saturday night at Selinsgrove
Speedway when race leader Mark
Smith of Sunbury made contact
with a disabled lapped car in turn
four. 

Franek then held off Chad Lay-
ton of Harrisburg and Jason Shultz
of Carlisle late in the race to score
his second straight Insinger Per-
formance/Sunoco Race Fuels
Gunn Memorial worth $2,500. The
victory was Franekʼs second of the
season and 16th career at Selins-
grove. 

Bryan Bernheisel of Lebanon
and Gene Knaub of York raced
side-by-side during the final five
laps of the 25-lap super late model
race with Bernheisel edging out
Knaub by just .69 of a second for
his second win of the season at the
track. 

Tommy Slanker of York got back
to Victory Lane in the 15-lap pro
stock feature after battling some
early season mechanical woes.
Ryan Zook has become the driver
to beat this season in the roadrun-
ner division when the Mifflintown
young gun won his third race of the
year.

Selinsgrove Speedway will pres-
ent the Kramer Cup for 360 sprint
cars at 7 p.m. Saturday, June 2, on
Reinhart Food Service Night. The
30-lap tribute race honoring the
memory of former track champion
Kramer Williamson will pay $2,573
to win and $300 to start.

The limited late models will com-
pete in two 20-lap features, one of
them being a makeup race from
May 5. The pro stocks and road-
runners will round out the four divi-

sion racing card. Pit gates will open
at 4 p.m. with grandstand gates at
5 p.m. 

Mark Smith pulled into the lead
from his front row starting spot in
the sprint car main event. Second-
place starter Chad Layton chal-
lenged Smith for the lead for the
first two laps until Smith settled into
the front spot. Fourth-place starter
Davie Franek then caught Layton in
a battle for second. 

On the eighth circuit, misfortune
struck Smith when he made con-
tact with a disabled car in turn four.
Franek inherited the lead at this
point only to have the race stopped
on the subsequent restart when
Michael Walter crashed hard in the
same spot as Smith. Walter es-
caped injury from the wild flip. 

When the race resumed, Franek
and Layton see-sawed for the lead
as sixth-place starter Jason Shultz
entered the picture. At the halfway
point, Franek started to navigate
his way through lapped traffic. 

In the final laps, an intense bat-
tle for the lead and win unfolded as
Franek was being reeled in by Lay-
ton. The caution flag unfurled on
lap 25 for Colby Womerʼs stopped
racer in turn two. 

On the restart, Shultz and ninth-
place starter Derek Locke drove by
Layton for second and third, re-
spectively. At the finish, Franek
took the checkered flag by .95 of a
second over Shultz, Locke, Eric
Tomacek, and Layton. 

Polesitter Bryan Bernheisel
drove into the lead at the start of
the super late model feature. Sec-
ond-place starter Brett Schadel and
fourth-place starter Gene Knaub
dueled for the runner-up position
on the first lap with Knaub taking
the spot. On the second circuit,
sixth-place starter Jim Bernheisel
got by Schadel for the third posi-
tion. 

By the 10th circuit, B. Bernheisel
encountered slower traffic as
Knaub remained in striking dis-
tance. At the halfway point, B.
Bernheisel and Knaub were locked
in a wheel-to-wheel battle for the
lead. On lap 20, Knaub slipped by
B. Bernheisel and held the lead for
four laps with Bernheisel racing in
his shadow. B. Bernheisel made
the winning pass back by Knaub
with an inside move in turns one
and two on the white flag lap. 

At the checkered flag, B. Bern-
heisel was victorious by .69 of a
second over Knaub, eighth-place
starter Jim Yoder, 17th-place starter
Kenny Trevitz, and third-place
starter Randy Christine. 

Front row starter Tommy Slanker
(Continued on Next Page…)
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pulled into the lead at
the start of the pro
stock feature and was
chased by fourth-place
starter Shaun Lawton
for 13 laps. Brad
Mitch, who started
13th, advanced to third
on lap 10 and got by
Lawton for second
with two laps to race.

Mitch made a last-
ditch effort to catch
Slanker for the lead
and win but came up
just .55 of a second
short at the finish.

Lawton settled for third followed by
Kyle Bachman and Brandon Moser
in the top five. 

Following a restart after a three-
car tangle in turn four, fifth-place
starter Ryan Zook stormed into the
lead in the roadrunner feature.
Third-place starter Smith Cope
kept Zook in his sights for all 12
laps with fourth-place starter Keith
Bissinger in contention in the third
spot. 

Zook held off Cope by the
slimmest of margins at the check-
ered flag for the win. Bissinger, Will
Brunson, and Bob Bussey, who
was involved in the first lap inci-
dent, rounded out the top five.

Carteret County Speedway
SWANSBORO, NC – Brandon

Clements was victorious in Sunday
nightʼs Memorial Classic, besting
the most competitive field in
Carteret County Speedway history.

After struggling in qualifying,
Clements raced his way to the front
of the field, passing Chris Burns to
take the lead on the 43rd lap of the
80 lap race.  Clements checked out
from the field and went on to score
the win, his second consecutive
win in the Late Model division.

“Itʼs easy when youʼve got a car
like this to drive,” Clements said in
victory lane.  “I canʼt thank Wendell
Davis enough and everybody that
puts effort into this thing.  Itʼs a
dream to drive.  When the air pres-
sures come up, everybody else
seemed to fall off and we picked
up.  It did exactly what Wendell said
it would do.”

TJ Barron raced his way to sec-
ond and began to close in on
Clements midway through the final
green flag stint, which ran for 55
laps.  However, Barronʼs car began
to fade in the closing laps which al-
lowed Clements to extend his lead.
Barron ended up finishing in the
runner-up spot for the second time
in 2018.

“It just went away,” Barron said.
“The car, right there in the middle
when I got around Chris and I was
running Brandon down, it was real
good and then I started losing drive
off.  [Clements] kept getting further
and further into the sunset.  We
had a good car.  Fell all the way
back to ninth and came up to sec-
ond at this place is pretty good.”

Jason York was leading early in
the race but ended up surrending
the lead to Burns on lap 35.  When
trying to execute a crossover move
on Burns, York spun off the front
bumper of Mini Tyrrellʼs car and
was relegated to the rear of the
field.  York methodically raced his
way back up to a third place finish.

“Chris got under me and I let him
go and I was going to do an old
Earnhardt move and get back
under him and Mini, he kind of went
in there, but itʼs all good,” York ex-
plained.  “Had a good run.  I
needed a caution.  This car was
awesome.  It wouldnʼt firee] off too
great on the restarts.  Took about
two or three laps to fire off but when
it fired off, it was awesome.”

Chris Burns wound up finishing
in fourth while Sarah Cornett-
Ching, in her first Late Model race
and her first start at Carteret
County Speedway, finished fifth.

14 cars started the race, includ-
ing York, a former UARA-STARS
champion and former winner of the
ValleyStar Credit Union 300 at Mar-
tinsville Speedway.  Ryan Glenski,
a veteran racer who won the pres-
tigious Myrtle Beach Limited Late
Model race in November 2017,
also competed in the race, finishing
13th.  Former Carteret County
Speedway winner Eric Winslow
made his first start of the 2018 sea-
son after winning a race at Wake
County Speedway on Friday night.

Andrew Jackson scored his first
victory of the season in a shortened

U-CAR race.  The race was cut to
10 laps after lengthy cleanup from
a lap two accident involving North-
ern Virginia competitor EJ Kenny.
Kenny was okay after the incident.

“It feels great,” Jackson said.  “I
wish we could have run the whole
20 but I know we had to cut it
short.  We had a good run.  I wish
we could have run laps but we ran
10, worked out in our favor.”

United States Marine Corps.
Gunnery Sargeant Zac Reimer fin-
ished second in the race while
James Stroud finished third.  With
his victory, Jackson collected the
bounty that had been placed on
Adam Resnick.

Will Bristle scored the win in a
wild Legends race.  Bristle domi-
nated early but had to race his way
back through the field in the final
laps after being called for jumping a
restart.

“I came here to try and collect
the bounty [on Caleb Day] and
surely did that,” Bristle explained.
“I apologize for jumping that one
start.  That was totally on me.  I felt
like I shouldnʼt have gone to the
back for that second one.  I feel like
that was the outside lineʼs jump.  At
the end of the day, we were able to
come back to the front and get it
done.”

The race was red flagged late
for a crash in turn one involving
Emily Day and Joel Carlyle.  Both
drivers were okay and able to walk
away on their own power.  Shane
Irving ended up being credited with
a runner-up finish when Caleb Day
was disqualified for not going
through technical inspection after
the conclusion of the race.  John
Love picked up the third position.

Kris Hetu inherited the Mini
Stock victory over Michael Rouse
and Travis Miller.  Other winners in-
clude Jesse Council (Street Stock),
Greg Butcher (Southern Ground

Pounders) and Daemyn Ottaway
(Champ Karts).

Carteret County Speedway will
be back in action on Saturday, June
9th, with Late Models once again
headlining the racing program.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - Philip

Morris took command on the final
restart with 17 laps to go and drove
away from his challengers to win
the 100-lap NASCAR Whelen All
American Series Late Model Stock
Car Division race that headlined
Saturday night's Danville Toyota
Presents Bojangles NASCAR Late
Model 100 racing program at South
Boston Speedway.

Saturday night's win was the
third of the season for Morris at
South Boston Speedway, giving
him three wins in the track's first
five races.

Morris, from Ruckersville, Vir-
ginia edged defending South
Boston Speedway Champion Pey-
ton Sellers of Danville, Virginia by
1.505-second in taking the win.

Thomas Scott of Efland, North
Carolina finished third, with Colin
Garrett of South Boston, Virginia
and Bruce Anderson of South
Boston, Virginia completing the top
five finishers.

The race was slowed by two
caution periods, the first coming on
lap 32 when Danny Willis Jr. of
South Boston, Virginia spun in turn
two. While the field was slowed
under the caution flag, a rain
shower forced track officials to stop
the race for a brief period while
track crews worked to dry the sur-
face.

Morris pulled away from Sellers
on the restart on lap 43 and built a
solid lead only to see it erased
when Max McLaughlin spun on lap
78 to bring out the caution flag for
the second time in the race.

Morris took command of the
race for good after the final restart,
pulling away to take the checkered
flag unchallenged to seal his third
win of the season.

Layne Tops Field In Pure Stock
Division Race: Johnny Layne of
Nathalie, Virginia started on the
pole and led all the way in winning
Saturday night's 15-lap race for the
Budweiser Pure Stock Division.

Layne edged Harrison Walker of
Buffalo Junction, Virginia by 1.22
seconds in taking his second win of
the season at South Boston
Speedway.

Scott Phillips of Halifax, Virginia
finished third, Bruce Mayo of Hali-
fax, Virginia finished fourth and
Randy Hupp of Halifax, Virginia

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Brandon Clements celebrates after winning the 3rd Annual Memo-
rial Classic at Carteret County Speedway on Sunday night.
(JADEN AUSTIN/Race22.com photo)
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rounded out the top
five finishers.

A severe thunder-
storm that produced
strong, vivid lightning
and torrential rain
forced speedway offi-
cials to have to cancel
the remainder of the
night's racing action.
Because over half of
the night's total num-
ber of laps of racing
were completed, the
night's racing program
was deemed by track
officials.

Next Race At South Boston
Speedway: NASCAR racing action
returns to South Boston Speedway
on Saturday, June 9 with the run-
ning of the NASCAR Late Model
Twin 75s racing program.

Getting the green flag at 7 p.m.,
the six-race card will be highlighted
by twin 75-lap races for the com-
petitors in the NASCAR Whelen All
American Series Late Model Stock
Car Division. A 50-lap Limited
Sportsman Division race, a 30-lap
race for the Budweiser Pure Stock
Division, a 15-lap race for the Bud-
weiser Hornets Division and a 30-
lap race for the Mod 4 Division will
round out the nightʼs action.

Registration and pit gates open
at 2:00 p.m., practice runs from 4
p.m. until 5 p.m. Grandstand gates
will open at 5:30 p.m. and qualify-
ing starts at 6 p.m. The first race
gets the green flag at 7 p.m.

Admission is $10 for adults. Kids
ages 12 and under are admitted
free when accompanied by a pay-
ing adult.

For additional information about
the NASCAR Late Model Twin 75s
racing program or any other events
at South Boston Speedway, please
visit the speedwayʼs website at
www.southbostonspeedway.com or
telephone the speedway at 434-
572-4947 or 1-877-440-1540.

Rockford Speedway
STANLEY STEEMER NASCAR
LATE MODELS

Two-time Rockford Speedway
track champion Michael Bilderback
conquered the competition during
the 30 lap Late Model main event
on 'Salute to Service' Night. The
win was Bilderback's second win in
three tries this season.

After two near misses in the
race's first five laps, which was
plagued by three caution flags, the
South Beloit native swept past
teenager Max Kahler for the lead
on the sixth circuit and held off the

advances of his competition for the
remainder of the race. 

Kahler collected his third podium
finish in five races, ending the 30
laps in second position. Matt
Berger, who claimed fast qualifier
honors earlier in the night, fought
back to a third place finish after get-
ting involved in an early-race inci-
dent. Jake Gille, driving his dad
Tom's number 40 car, came home
in fourth, while point leader Jon
Reynolds Jr rounded out the top
five. 
BARGAIN HUNTER SPORTSMAN

While Cody Houseweart passed
under the checkered flag first in his
25 lap feature, the car he was driv-
ing was later disqualified in post-
race technical inspection, awarding
the win to Howie Ware. 

Ware, who started in the sev-
enth position, also was the second
quickest qualifier earlier in the
evening. The victory was Ware's
first of 2018.

Johnny Robinson II ended up
second in the final run down, with
Chad Smith credited as third. Gar-
rick Fry was fourth while Richie
Schinderling rounded out the top
five. 
MILLER LITE AMERICAN SHORT
TRACKERS

A torrid four-car battle for the
lead lasted for the first 17 laps of a
caution-free 25 lap Short Tracker
main event. With front row starters
Shannon Stotlz and Destiny
Genore officially trading the lead six
times and unofficially trading the
lead several more times, third and
fourth place runners Aaron Rude
and Franc Beldowski were forced
to 'hurry up and wait' as Stotlz and
Genore tried to separate them-
selves at the head of the field. 

But on lap 18, Stotlz's car sud-
denly slowed on the backstretch,
slowing down Rude and opening
the door for Beldowski. Beldowski
skipped past Genore on lap 19 and
raced to his third win of the season.
The rookie contender Genore fin-
ished a solid second place, while
Todd Snow collected a second
straight top five with a third place
result. Melody Welding finished
fourth while Rude soldiered on to
fifth. 
KICKSTART ROADRUNNERS

Chad Lounsbury left little doubt
on the path to a second win of the
year in the Roadrunner class.
Lounsbury ripped to the lead on lap
number five and never looked back
in a caution-free 20 lap main event. 

Austin Fowler charged from an
eighth place starting position to a
runner up finish. Kevin Memoli was
third, followed by point leader Nick
Schneider in fourth and Brent Gar-

nhardt in fifth.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action on Friday, May 25
with Dunleavyʼs Modifiedz Night.
Staffordʼs SK Lights took center
stage with a 40-lap feature that
paid over $10,000 in total posted
awards while thanks to Doug Dun-
leavy, the winners of the SK Modi-
fied® Late Model, Limited Late
Model, and Street Stock feature
events all had their winnerʼs purse
doubled.  Also providing bonus
money was John and Maina
Rufrano from Wheelers Auto Serv-
ice with the second and third place
finishers in the SK Modified® and
Late Model feature events taking
home an extra $200 while the sec-
ond, third, fourth, and fifth place fin-
ishers in the SK Light, Limited Late
Model, and Street Stock features
each received a $100 bonus.  Tak-
ing the big win on the night was
Marcello Rufrano in the 40-lap SK
Light feature, Rowan Pennink in
the SK Modified® feature, Tom
Fearn in the Late Model feature,
Jeremy Lavoie, and Johnny Walker
in the Street Stock feature.

In the 40-lap SK Light feature
event, Teddy Hodgdon took the
early lead with Geoff Nooney in hot
pursuit from second.  Marcello
Rufrano was third with Alexander
Pearl and Mikey Flynn making up
the top-5.  Rufrano took second
from Nooney on lap-7 while Flynn
was up to fourth with Brett Gonyaw
in fifth.  

Bryan Narducci was charging
his way towards the front as he
took sixth on lap-11 while at the
front, Rufrano took the lead from
Hodgdon on lap-13.  Nooney and
Flynn were still third and fourth with
Narducci now in fifth after he got
around Andrew Molleur.  The cau-
tion came out with 16 laps com-
plete for Rich Hammann, who got
into the wall in turn 1.

Rufrano took the lead on the
restart with Hodgdon, Flynn, Nar-
ducci, and Nooney lined up behind
him.  The caution came back out
with 20 laps complete for Chris
Viens, who spun in turn 2.

Rufrano and Hodgdon were
again the lead duo back under
green with Flynn third, Narducci
fourth and Mark Bakaj in fifth.  The
caution came back out with 23 laps
complete for a spin in turn 4 by Bob
Charland.

Rufrano took the lead with Flynn
taking second but the field could
only complete one lap before the
caution came out for a spin in turn

2 by Molleur.  On the restart,
Bakajʼs car got out of shape and
collected the car of Narducci to
bring the yellow right back out.  

Rufrano took the lead on the
restart with Flynn right behind him
in second.  Hodgdon and Nooney
were dueling side by side for third
with Gonyaw in fifth.  Nooney hung
tough in the outside lane and he
was able to take third on lap-27 be-
fore the caution came out for a
multi car incident in turn3 involving
Pete Lopuch, Viens, Raymond
Grassetti, and Todd Douillard.  

Rufrano took the lead on the
restart with Flynn slotting into sec-
ond after running side by side with
Rufrano for a lap.  Nooney was
third with Hodgdon in fourth and
Gonyaw fifth.  Just behind Gonyaw,
Chris Matthews and Alexander
Pearl were side by side for sixth.
Matthews took the spot while
Rufrano was slowly starting to pull
away from Flynn.

Rufrano took the checkered flag
to pick up his second win of the
2018 season.  Flynn came home in
second with Nooney, Hodgdon,
and Gonyaw rounding out the top-
5. 

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Matt Vassar took the
early lead with Tyler Hines in sec-
ond.  Matt Galko was third with
Todd Owen fourth and Chase
Dowling fifth.  Hines took the lead
from Vassar on lap-3 with Galko
moving ot the lead on lap-5.  Owen
was on the inside of Galko and as
he was making a pass for the lead
on lap-6, a melee broke out behind
the two leaders that involved sev-
eral cars including Keith Rocco,
David Arute, Vassar, Michael
Christopher, Jr., Cory DiMatteo,
and Dan Wesson to bring the cau-
tion out.  

Owen and Galko ran side by
side for a lap before Owen got clear
to the lead on lap-7.  Galko was
now side by side with Joey Cipri-
ano for second with Dowling in
fourth and Rowan Pennink in fifth.
Cipriano began to slide backwards
after several laps of side by side
racing with Galko as Dowling took
third and Pennink was fourth.
Cipriano spun in turn 2 after contact
with Nick Salva to bring the caution
out with 11 laps complete.  Salva
was sent to the rear of the field for
the contact.

Owen took the lead back under
green with Dowling applying heavy
pressure from second.  Dowling
was able to get alongside Owen on
lap-13 and they crossed the line
side by side.  Dowling got clear to
the lead on lap-15 while Pennink

(Continued on Next Page…)
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was now side by side
with Owen for second.
Pennink took that posi-
tion and now Galko
was on the inside of
Owen for third with
Ronnie Williams right
behind him.  Galko
took third on lap-17
with Williams now side
by side with Owen
while Rocco was re-
covered from his ear-
lier misfortune as was
right on Williamsʼ
bumper.  Williams was
able to finally take the

spot on lap-19 and he took third
from Galko on lap-21 as Pennink
continued to lead a hard charging
Dowling.

Rocco took fourth from Galko on
lap-23 and Williams got around
Dowling to move into second on
lap-30 as Pennink was still in com-
mand of the race.  Williams was
slowly closing the gap to Pennink
for the lead when the caution came
out with 34 laps complete for Doug
Meservey, Jr., who spun in turn 2.

Pennink took the lead with
Williams, Dowling, Rocco, and
Michael Gervais, Jr. quickly getting
into a single file line.  Williams
made one final charge in turns 3+4
on the final lap, but Pennink held
him off to become the first driver
other than Keith Rocco to win an
SK Modified® feature this season.
Following post-race inspection,
Dowlingʼs car was found to be 10
pounds underweight and he was
penalized 10 positions, one posi-
tion for each pound his car was un-
derweight, moving him to 13th in
the finishing order.  The new re-
mainder of the top-5 was  Rocco,
Gervais, and Stephen Kopcik.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, Cliff Saunders took the lead
at the green on the outside of
Chase Cook with Tyler Leary mov-
ing around Cook on lap-2 to take
second.  Darrell Keane took third
on lap-3 and Cook continued to
slowly slide backwards as Michael
Wray took fourth and Mike Quintil-
iano moved into fifth.  Tom Fearn
moved around Quintiliano to take
over fifth place on lap-6 as Saun-
ders continued to lead Leary,
Keane, and Wray.

Fearn took fourth from Wray on
lap-8 and Leary was applying
heavy pressure to Saunders for the
lead.  Fearn took third from Keane
on lap-13 and up front Leary got by
Saunders but just as that hap-
pened, the caution came out for
Glen Reen, who spun in turn 2 to

bring the caution out.  This put
Saunders back up front for the
restart with Leary alongside.

Saunders took the lead on the
restart while Fearn pulled along-
side Leary for second.  Fearn took
the lead from Saunders on lap-15
and his moved opened the door for
Wray to follow him into second and
Kevin Gambacorta to third as
Saunders slid back to fourth.
Keane took fourth from Saunders
on lap-16 while Gambacorta took
second from Wray and brought
Keane with him into third as Wray
fell back to fourth.

With 10 laps to go, Fearn held
the lead with Gambacorta, Keane,
Wray, Quintiliano, and Paul Arute
lined up behind him.  Gambacorta
couldnʼt catch Fearn as Fearn took
down his second consecutive win.
Keane finished third with Wray and
Quintiliano rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature event, Steven Midford led
the field to the green but he lost the
lead to Gary Patnode on the first
lap.  Midford slid back to seventh in
line as Alexandra Fearn took sec-
ond from R.J. Surdell on lap-3 with
Jeremy Lavoie fourth, Ryan Fearn
fifth, and Justin Bren sixth.  The po-
sitions continued to shuffle as Sur-
dell slid back to sixth as Lavoie
took third with Ryan Fearn fourth
and Bren fifth.

Alexandra Fearn made a move
to take the lead in turn 1 on lap-8
and she brought Lavoie with her as
Patnode fell back to third.  Ryan
Fearn was still fourth with Bren all
over his back bumper in fifth.  Bren
got loose and nearly spun on lap-9
but he gathered his car and only
lost one position as Surdell took
fifth.  Up front, Lavoie took the lead
at the stripe from Alexandra Fearn
on lap-10.  Ryan Fearn was closing
the gap to his sister and the caution
came out with 18 laps complete as
Ryan made contact with Alexandra
and Alexandra spun in turn 2.
Ryan was sent to the rear of the
field for the contact.

Andy Marchese and Alexandra
Fearn got together on the restart as
the field was coming to the green
flag to bring the caution right back
out.  The next restart saw Lavoie
take the lead with Bren on his
bumper.  Patnode drifted up the
track but held onto third place as
the field came to the white flag.
Lavoie held off Bren to the check-
ered flag for his third win of the
2018 season while Duane Provost
spun in turns 3+4.  Patnode held on
to finish third with Ryan Fearn and
Surdell rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Street Stock fea-
ture event, Richard Ciriello and

Vince Gambacorta brought the field
to the green and they side by side
for the first lap before Ciriello got
clear into the lead on lap-2.  Gam-
bacorta settled into second with
Chris Bagnall, Jason Lafayette,
and Travis Hydar making up the
top-5.  Mike Hopkins and Johnny
Walker touched in turn 4 with
Walker spinning around to bring the
caution out with 3 laps complete.

Bagnall nearly made a 3-wide
move on the restart but he slotted
back into third behind Ciriello and
Gambacorta.  Bagnall came back
on lap-5 and took the lead.  Ciriello
drifted up the track in turn 4, which
created a 4-wide situation and sev-
eral cars touched with Tess Beyer
spinning on the frontstretch, which
brought the caution back out with 5
laps complete.

Bagnall took the lead back under
green with Hydar moving into sec-
ond.  Lafayette was third with
Meghan Fuller and Gambacorta
side by side for fourth place.
Lafayette went by Hydar to move
into second on lap-8 as Bagnall
continued to lead the race.  The
caution came back out with 9 laps
complete as Gambacorta got into
the turn 4 wall and came back
across traffic and collected several
other cars including Ciriello and
Chuck Harrison.

Bagnall took the lead on the
restart with Hydar behind him in
second.  Lafayette slid back out-
side the top-10 as he drifted up the
track while Brandon Michael took
third, Mike Hopkins fourth and
Johnny Walker was back up to fifth
after his earlier spin.  Samantha
Anderson spun in turn 1 to bring
the caution out with 12 laps com-
plete.

Back under green, Bagnall and
Hydar ran a lap side by side for the
lead before Hydar got clear to the
lead on lap-14.  Bagnall did a half
spin in turn 4 and slid back to the
rear of the field on lap-15 as Walker
moved up to second.  Trace Beyer
was third with Michael fourth and
Nicole Chambrello in fifth when
Hopkins spun in turn 1 to bring the
caution back out with 15 laps com-
plete.

Walker surged ahead of Hydar
on the restart but Hydar pulled
back alongside Walker at the line
before Walker took the lead on lap-
17.  Beyer was looking for a way to
get by both Walker and Hydar from
third with Chambrello up to fourth
and Michael back one spot to fifth.  

Michael, Chambrello, and Beyer
went 3-wide on lap-19 with Cham-
brello taking third, Michael fourth,
and Beyer fifth.  Walker led Hydar
to the line to pick up his third win of

the 2018 season.  Chambrello,
Michael, and Beyer rounded out
the top-5.

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedwayʼs Inaugural
Open Modified 80 is about to get a
little twisted as Twisted Tea has
signed on to sponsor the Friday,
June 8th event, dubbed the
Twisted Tea Open Modified 80.
New for 2018 the Twisted Tea
Open Modified 80 is the first of two
open modified events on the
Stafford Speedway schedule.  Set
at 80 laps, teams will compete for
posted awards of over $24,000 in-
cluding $3,500 to win and $660 to
start. 

"Twisted Tea is coming
to Stafford Speedway and we are
thrilled to get involved with the
Open Modified 80,” explained Nick
DʼAngelo, Eastern CT District Man-
ager for Boston Beer Works.  “We
are looking forward to promoting
great racing, meeting the fans, and
creating some memories at the
race track.  Twisted Tea is excited
to offer a sampling of some our
Twisted favorites and offer some
giveaways on race night.”

The Inaugural Twisted Tea Open
Modified 80 is shaping up to be a
competitive field of drivers from
across New England. Twenty
teams have already registered for
the June 8th event including
Woody Pitkat, Chase Dowling, Eric
Goodale, Andy Jankowiak, and
Keith Rocco.  With two weeks until
race day and nearly every driver in
last weeks Modified Racing Se-
ries event signaling intent to com-
pete in the June 8th event, the
excitement is building for the
Twisted Tea Open Modified 80.
With only twenty-six starting spots
available for the 80-lap event, driv-
ers will have to race their way into
the big show. 

Unique to the Twisted Tea Open
Modified 80, teams will be allotted 6
total tires for the night and will be
allowed to change tires during the
80 lap feature.  This presents inter-
esting options for race strategy, to
pit or not to pit. 

“The rules package we pulled to-
gether is compatible with many
open modifieds in the northeast,
the purse is over $24,000, and now
we have Twisted Tea on board.”
stated  Stafford Assistant General
Manager David Arute. Twisted Tea
products are always a fan favorite.
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