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Brandon Marshall
was known for being a
gifted wide receiver
who couldnʼt stay out
of trouble. There were
allegations of domestic
abuse against his wife
and former girlfriends,
and a 2007 night club

altercation in Denver where a
group of men shot and
missed at Marshall, but
killing Broncos cornerback
Darrent Williams.

Michael Vick killed and
tortured dogs. Mike Tyson
went to prison after being
convicted of rape. Boston
Bruins center Craig Mac-
Tavish killed a woman while
driving under the influence
of alcohol and spent a year in jail.
St. Louis Rams defensive end
Leonard Little also killed someone
with his car while he was drunk and
Ray Lewis helped a friend get rid of
his bloody clothes and a knife after
two men were stabbed to death in
an Atlanta suburb.

All of these fallen heroes have
one thing in common: they got a
second chance.

Despite their appalling behavior,
they were allowed to return to their
professions.

Thatʼs why Kyle Larsonʼs com-
manding performance last Sunday
at the Las Vegas Motor Speedway
is both compelling and important.

Larson didnʼt leave a trail of
bruises, scars and death. He said
an incendiary word while compet-
ing in an iRacing game nearly 11
months ago. The racial slur was
stupid and reckless, but it triggered
an overdue discussion in the sport
about race.

Sundayʼs victory, however, was
more about racing.

Second-place finisher Brad Ke-
selowski ran to congratulate Larson
before the burnout smoke cleared
at the Finish Line. Bubba Wallace,
the only Black driver in the Cup Se-
ries, went to Victory Lane to briefly
join Larsonʼs celebration.

“Itʼs tough for me to speak to
what it means to the sport, but I
think itʼs a good thing,” Keselowski
said. “I think everybody loves a
good redemption story. Heʼs fought
really hard for his opportunity to

come back and making the most of
it. Iʼm happy for him. I think I told
him that, just happy for him. I
wanted to win. I told him I wanted
to win the race. But if I couldnʼt, Iʼm
glad he did. Weʼve all been kind of
pulling for him.”

“It meant a lot to have Bubba
come to Victory Lane,” Larson said.
“He always does a really good job

of congratulating the win-
ners. Yeah, I saw him
waiting to say hi or what-
ever to me as I ran over
there, and just had a
quick moment with him.
He said congrats. Heʼs al-
ways believed in me. So
that was special. Just re-
ally cool to have him
come by and take time

out of his post-race where he could
be on his way to the airport to go
home. For him to come over was
really cool.”

Larsonʼs road back into the sport
was filled with self-reflection and
humiliation. He was immediately
fired from the No. 42 Chevrolet at
Chip Ganassi Racing, and he was
suspended for the rest of the rac-
ing season by NASCAR as the na-
tion became embroiled in debate
over racial issues. He took sensi-
tivity training classes and started a
foundation called “Drive for 5” that
supports the Urban Youth Racing
School.

Like others before him whoʼve
clearly done a lot worse, Larson
was given a second chance with
Hendrick Motorsports, and he
made the most of it.

Even when it seemed the sport
was turning its collective back on
him 11 months ago, Wallace talked
about Larson reclaiming his place
in the sport.

“There is no place for that word
in this world,” Wallace said a year
ago. “I am not mad at him, and I be-
lieve that he, along with most peo-
ple, deserve second chances and
deserve space to improve.”

Nearly 12 hours after Larsonʼs
victory, Wallace tweeted: “Proud
and happy for [Larson]. Told him to
keep his head thru it all.”

Larson clearly seemed more
comfortable at Las Vegas talking
about his future than of his troubled
past. Larson appeared to have

learned from his mistake and move
on. Dwelling on the past – and not
the positive aspects of his future –
would have been like picking at a
scab.

“I guess I didnʼt know if Iʼd ever
have an opportunity to win a
NASCAR race again,” Larson said.
“To get this awesome opportunity
with Hendrick Motorsports and Mr.
H [team owner Rick Hendrick] tak-
ing a massive chance on me, then
going out there and being strong all
year, itʼs been great.”

And a relief for a young driver
and an old sport that proved it can
learn from its mistakes and adjust

for changing times.
“Quickly we were able to turn the

page, just so encouraging having
Kyle come in,” crew chief Cliff
Daniels said. “We knew from the
year he had last year and every-
thing that he went through last year,
the way he positioned himself really
well to go win a lot of races, just
with the talent that he shows every
week, we were hopeful. I would say
a small amount of confidence that
when he got in our cars that we
would be right up front.”

And putting distance on a re-
grettable lapse of judgement.
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2021 A New Year in Racing!
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Track will have another issue in December and be back in 2021. 
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After winning the race and claiming his checkered flag, Kyle Lar-
son interacts with the fans before going to victory lane. (RUSTY
JARRETT/NKP photo)



In motorsports,
there are many factors
that need to unite in
order to participate.
Whether itʼs at your
local short track or one
of the major divisions
of NASCAR, certain
elements are consid-
ered “a must”.

Obviously, a vehi-
cle (car or truck) is
needed, along with the
opportunity

to compete. The knowl-
edge of the mechanical
aspects of the car, along
with the necessary tools
and equipment, are
needed. A crew, whether
a group of volunteers at
your home track or a “pro-
fessional” crew for your
national series team, is
certainly a valuable asset
to have. Certainly, having
the talent and ability to drive and
compete are important as well.

We could go on and on with a list
of needed traits, supplies, and
equipment needed to consider a
career in motorsports. However, we
all can agree that there is one
major item that heads any list –
money. From saving your al-
lowance money just to compete at
the local level to obtaining major
sponsorship and marketing dollars
to travel and race nationwide,
money is the backbone of the
sport. 

Now, Iʼm not going to tell you
that a truckload of money will in-
sure success in our sport. What I
am saying is that the proper fund-
ing is “a necessary evil” in order to
be able to have all the equipment
needed to succeed.

Certainly, there are many drivers
in our sport who have had the ben-
efit of substantial funding who, for
one reason or another, just didnʼt
have the talent to get the job done.
On the other hand, we all know
several very talented drivers who
didnʼt have the opportunity to ad-
vance or pursue a racing career
because of a lack of funding. 

All this discussion of money and
motorsports leads me to a series of
events that preceded the NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series at Las
Vegas Motor Speedway last Friday
evening.

Last Monday, Camping World
CEO Marcus Lemonis issued a
sponsorship challenge opportunity

to truck teams who did not have
sponsorship for Las Vegas race. 

“Which NASCAR Trucks are un-
sponsored this weekend? Respond
here if you are and if you know of
someone get their attention quick,”
Lemonis tweeted. Needless to say,
his tweet generated a tremendous
amount of interest and discussion. 

“15k for a wrapped truck…the
15k turns into 25k with a top 10,
35k with a top 5, and 50k with a win
instead of 15k…IN or OUT?”

As you would ex-
pect, many drivers
and teams jumped at
the opportunity. How-
ever, the logistics of
getting your truck ap-
proved and wrapped
in the Camping World
scheme turned into
long hours for many
teams. However, ten
teams were included
in the deal offered by

Lemonis. 
The trucks of Sheldon Creed

(#2), Jordan Anderson (#3), Norm
Benning (#6), Grant Enfinger (#9),
Raphael Lessard (#24), Jesse
Iwugi (#33), BJ McLeod (#34),
Dawson Cram (#41), Tyler Hill
(#56), and Parker Klingerman (#75)
participated in the Lemonis “chal-
lenge” at Las Vegas. 

“What a whirlwind 24 hours itʼs
been,” Jordan Anderson said. “Ex-
cited to represent the Camping
World family and carry their colors
this weekend in Vegas. Hope you
guys love the new look.”

“Crazy to think that 24 hours
ago, I didnʼt have a sponsor now
here we are,” Dawson Cram com-
mented. “Thank you Marcus Lemo-
nis and everyone that helped
thrash on the wrap tonight. Thank
you for all the support.”

“Thanks to TriMaxxGFX for
working really late to help make this
happen,” Parker Klingerman
added. 

“The logistics between when the
truck was ready to leave the shop
in Virginia and getting to North Car-
olina made this quite the challenge.
We got it done Marcus Lemonis
and Camping World.”

As the deal came together for
different teams, some had to get
their truck wrapped at the track.

“Iʼm boarding the plane for Las
Vegas,” Timmy Hill said. “With the
help of Gecko Wraps, we are going
to be ALL In with Camping World!
We will have our work cut out for us

when we arrive, but we like work-
ing under pressure.” 

The whole deal actually
stemmed from Grant Enfinger and
the Truck Series races at Daytona
International Speedway last month.
Enfinger, who competed in the
Camping World Truck Series

Championship Four last year,
missed the road course race at
Daytona due to lack of funding.
Lemonis and Enfinger discussed
the situation and, as a result, En-
finger was named to drive the #9
truck for owner/driver Codie
Rohrbaughʼs CR7 Motorsports with
Camping World on the hood. The
deal and sponsorship opportunity
took off from there.

“It was Monday night, and I was
about to go to sleep,” Klingerman
mentioned. “I got a text from Conor
Daly and then Landon Cassill. Both
knew I was unsponsored and told
me to get out this deal on Twitter.
Next thing I knew, we got a re-
sponse from Lemonis.”

“We expect every time we show
up to finish in the top 10, and on
good days, run top five,” Klinger-
man added. “So, for us, that bonus
made sense doing it, right? If the
bonus wasnʼt there, I donʼt think we
would have been able to pull it off.”
Klingerman later said that the #75
team didnʼt previously have a spon-
sor and hadnʼt planned on GOING
TO Vegas.

When the 40 truck field lined up
for the Bucked Up 200 last Friday,
a total of ten displayed the same
Camping World logo scheme.

Unfortunately, several of the ten
trucks with Camping World logos
experienced problems or crashed
out of the race. In fact, only two
drivers managed to race and finish
inside the top ten, earning an extra
$10,000. Grant Enfinger finished
seventh and Parker Klingerman

eighth to score the extra bonus.
“Feels great to bring home a

solid finish for Codie and all the
guys on the #9 truck,” Enfinger
stated. “We had a shot at a top five,
but proud to come home P7.
Thanks to Marcus (Lemonis) and
all he does to promote our Truck

Series.”
From not planning to go to Las

Vegas to finishing eighth, Klinger-
man and the #75 now set their
sights even higher.

“Weʼd love to feature Marcus
and Camping World on again if
theyʼre willing to do it,” Klingerman
explained. “Theyʼre incredible sup-
porters of NASCAR. And Marcus,
heʼs such a cool dude. I would say
in so many respects, heʼs an idol of
mine. I look up to someone like
him, heʼs an incredible business
leader, but also can get very in-
volved in sports and all the things
he does.”

So, Klingerman and the #75
Henderson Race Team ap-
proached Lemonis with another
deal.

“Hey Marcus Lemonis, how
about a wager?” the conversation
started. “A top 10 for the #75
tonight and we double down with
the same Camping World scheme
for Atlanta? Canʼt hurt to ask,
right?”

It remains to be seen if that deal
comes together, but, for ten
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series teams, the Las Vegas race
was made much better, or even
possible in some cases, thanks to
the offer by Lemonis. And, with
sponsorship and marketing dollars
so difficult to find, itʼs certainly re-
freshing to see a Series sponsor
take steps to help competitors,
teams, and the Series. Well done
Marcus Lemonis and Camping
World!
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B. J. McLeod (34) and Raphael Lessard (24) are two of the Camp-
ing World trucks that were racing in Las Vegas with this sponsor-
ship. (BRIAN LAWDERMILK/GETTY IMAGES photo)



Kyle Larson left lit-
tle to chance Sunday
at Las Vegas Motor
Speedway leading a
race best 103 laps and
pulling away to a con-
vincing 3.156-second
win over former
NASCAR Cup Series

champion Brad Keselowski to win
the Pennzoil 400 presented by Jiffy
Lube – his first victory in two years.

Larson, 28, of Elk Grove, Calif.
became the quickest winner in
Hendrick Motorsports long and es-
teemed history, taking the check-
ered flag in only his fourth start in
the teamʼs famous No. 5 Chevrolet. 

It was a hard-earned and highly-
emotional win for Larson, who
missed most of last season serving
a suspension for using racially-in-
sensitive language. The popular
young Californian was reinstated
by NASCAR in the offseason after
following a course of rehabilitation
and sensitivity training. He came
into the season with the Hendrick
Motorsports opportunity, grateful
and ready to redeem himself.

Larson was exuberant speaking
to the team on the radio while driv-
ing under the checkered flag as the
race winner. He did celebratory
burnouts on the backstretch and
then again under the flag-stand on
the frontstretch telling his Hendrick
Motorsports team on the car radio,
“What a car, what an opportunity.
Thank you, guys."

Just as Larson was finishing his
live television interview, Keselowski
ran across the infield grass to
shake Larsonʼs hand and congrat-
ulate him on a powerful race per-
formance.

“Iʼm just really happy for him, I
know heʼs been through a lot in the
last year and heʼs a good kid who
Iʼve known for a little while and has
a good family and Iʼm just happy to
see him bounce back," the Team
Penske driver Brad Keselowski
said. 

“He was really fast – had a lot of
speed in all the lanes which was re-
ally impressive, usually you have to
make a compromise, but they were
really good. If Kyle Larson wasnʼt
here, we would have had a domi-

nant day," Keselowski added with a
smile.

It was a highly competitive race
from green to checkered flag with
27 lead changes among 12 differ-
ent drivers. Five drivers led at least
20 laps. Keselowski won Stage 1
and Larson won Stage 2 – the first
stage victories for both drivers this
season.

In all, Larson led a race best six
times, working his Chevrolet back
to the front no matter the challenge,
ultimately pacing the field for the
last 30 laps en route to his seventh
career win. It is his first on a 1.5-
mile track after nine previous run-
ner-up finishes on mile-and-a-half
venues.

“It was such an awesome car,"
Larson said. “Cliff (Daniels, crew
chief) and everybody did a great
job preparing this piece. It was so
much fun to drive. I could go wher-
ever I wanted to. I know we had a
really good car once we would kind
of get single-filed out; but just draft-
ing early in the run was tough. 

“But thank you so much Mr.
Hendrick, Jeff Gordon and every-
body at Hendrick Motorsports for
the amazing opportunity Iʼve been
gifted. Hendrick Motorsports,
Chevrolet everybody at the engine
shop. Thank you so much for all the
hard work. This is definitely spe-
cial."

Larson and Keselowski man-
aged to use the final portion of the
race to get around  the full-on Joe
Gibbs Racing team, whose drivers
combined to lead 53 laps on the af-
ternoon. Joe Gibbs Racing drivers
Kyle Busch – a Las Vegas native –

and Denny Hamlin finished third
and fourth. Team Penske driver
Ryan Blaney was fifth, his first top
10 of the season.

Two more Joe Gibbs Racing
Toyotas, driven by Martin Truex Jr.
and Christopher Bell were sixth and
seventh, followed by last weekʼs
winner, Hendrick Motorsport's
William Byron. Team Penske driver
Joey Logano and Richard Petty
Motorsport's driver Erik Jones
rounded out the top 10.

Larsonʼs teammate Chase Elliott
– the 2020 NASCAR Cup Series
champion – finished 13th after
overcoming several problems. His
team had a jack issue in the pits
and contact with another car made
for multiple long pit stops.

“We were good on the short run,
just didnʼt quite have enough long
run speed," said Denny Hamlin,
who led 47 laps on the day. “Cer-
tainly I thought it was a good start,
weʼll just gather our data and try to
figure out what we need to do to be
better when we come back here
and it really counts."

Hamlin and Keselowski, who are
still looking for their first wins of the
2021 season sit atop the champi-
onship points standings. Hamlin
leads by 38 points over Keselowski
and Larson is third.

The series heads to Phoenix
Raceway for next Sundayʼs In-
stacart 500 (3:30 p.m. ET on FOX,
MRN and SiriusXM NASCAR
Radio) – always an important race
as the one-mile Phoenix track is
where the series races for the
championship in the Nov. 7 sea-
son-finale.
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Kyle Larson waves his checkered flag to the crowd after winning
the Pennzoil 400 at Las Vegas Motor Speedway Sunday. (BRIAN
LAWDERMILK/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Kyle Larson (5) leads Brad Keseslowski
(2) through the turn at Las Vegas. (RUSTY
JARRETT/NKP photo)



A.J. Allmendinger
took the lead and held
off the field on a final
race restart with 12
laps remaining to earn
his fourth NASCAR
Xfinity Series win in
the last 16 races – tak-
ing the victory in the
Alsco Uniforms 300 at
Las Vegas Motor
Speedway in his first

race at the track in three years.
Allmendingerʼs No. 16 Kaulig

Racing Chevrolet had to hold off
the No. 18 Joe Gibbs Racing Toy-
ota driven by Daniel Hemric, who
led a race best 74 of the 200 laps
and came 0.978-seconds away
from his first career victory.

It was clearly an emotional win
for the veteran Allmendinger, who
climbed out of his car at the finish

line and leaned against it, eyes
closed for a moment before doing
his live television interview.

This is the 39-year-old Californ-
ianʼs first fulltime season racing in
NASCAR since 2018 when he
competed in the NASCAR Cup Se-
ries ranks, however he earned
three wins driving parttime for
Kaulig Racing the last two seasons.

“First of all, itʼs awesome to have
you all back in the grandstands," a
smiling Allmendinger said, motion-
ing toward the cheering and lim-
ited-size crowd.

“Itʼs emotional because you
donʼt know when youʼre going to do
this again," Allmendinger contin-
ued. “You never know. This could
be the last one (win), you never
know, I hope itʼs not I think we can
do a lot more.”

“Even though Iʼm back fulltime,"

he added, “this is fun, but I want to
win so bad for [team owner] Matt
[Kaulig] every week. Itʼs hard to put
into words what he means to me.
Truly how bad I want to win for him.
… it means that much to me that he
believes in me."

For Hemric, who now has 11 ca-
reer runner-up showings in
NASCARʼs three national series, it
was a tough final outcome consid-
ering the strong showing up front
for his Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota all
race long. He led eight different
times and won Stage 2. Tonight
was Hemricʼs eighth runner-up fin-
ish in his NASCAR Xfinity Series
career. NASCAR Hall of Famer
Dale Jarrett holds the Xfinity Series
record for the most runner-up fin-
ishes before his first victory with 10
second-place finishes. 

“You hate to have one get away
like that, but we came here and
wanted to try to have more speed
to lead laps and win stages and we
did that today," Hemric said. “We
lined up with a shot there and just
got beat. Congratulations to A.J.
We just got beat."

Hemricʼs teammate Brandon
Jones finished third followed by
2020 NASCAR Xfinity Series
champion Austin Cindric, who led
43 laps and won Stage 1. 

Cindric had a tire go down on his
No. 22 Team Penske Ford 55 laps
into the race but turned in an in-
spired rally, finishing 10th in the
2nd Stage and breaking into the
top five by Lap 117. He made con-
tact with Harrison Burton in the
closing laps and his fourth-place
showing is his fourth top five in as
many races.

Las Vegas native Noah Gragson
finished fifth – his best showing of
the season. Michael Annett, rookie
Josh Berry, Justin Haley, Harrison
Burton and Jeb Burton rounded out
the top 10. Haleyʼs and Jeb Bur-
tonʼs work gave Kaulig Racing a
top 10 sweep.

Cindric holds a 21-point lead
over Hemric in the series driver
standings entering next Saturdayʼs
Call 811 Before You Dig 200 at
Phoenix Raceway (5:30 p.m. ET on
FS1, MRN, SiriusXM NASCAR
Radio).
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the Jackpot with Xfinity

Win at Las Vegas

A. J. Allmendinger seems to have pulled the winning slot machine combination to win the Alsco Uniforms 300. (CHRIS
GRAYTHEN/GETTY IMAGES PHOTO)



John Hunter Ne-
mechek earned his
first NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Se-
ries win in four years,
holding off his boss
Kyle Busch by 0.695-
seconds for the victory

in Friday nightʼs Bucked Up 200 at
Las Vegas Motor Speedway.

It was a 1-2 finish for Kyle Busch
Motorsports. Nemechek, 23, of
Mooresville, N.C., led a race best
94 laps in the No. 4 Toyota – the
pair combined to lead a dominating
110 of the 134 total laps with each
taking a Stage victory. 

And while Nemechek held the
point for most of the race, it was a
typically thrilling Las Vegas show
turned in by the Vegas native
Busch, who has won the last three
spring races at the track.

Busch started 29th and raced
his way inside the top 10 by the
10th lap. 

A blown tire on his No. 51 Kyle
Busch Motorsports Toyota put him
down a lap with about 50 laps re-
maining and again, he turned in a
dazzling performance – restarting
25th with 31 laps to go and break-
ing into the top 10 just 10 laps later.

The two Kyle Busch Motorsports
drivers were lined up first and sec-
ond on the raceʼs final restart with

six laps to go, but Nemechek was
able to pull ahead and pull away to
his first series victory driving for the
series all-time winningest driver
Busch.

“Coming back to the Truck Se-
ries, that was the plan, that was the
goal, we came into the year with
the hashtag ʻhere for winsʼ and we
are here for wins," said Nemechek
who has seven career series wins.
“I definitely think experience paid
off tonight."

Disappointed not to win, Busch
was still encouraged for his team
after the race.

“Itʼs perfect, itʼs all you can ask
for, itʼs everything," the two-time
NASCAR Cup Series champion
Busch said of his team after the
race. “Itʼs cool to see the four-truck
in Victory Lane and see John
Hunter have a shot and get back in
Victory Lane. 

“Having Eric Phillips back and all
the guys that have come on board
this year doing all the stuff that
weʼre accustomed to doing and
getting back to running up front,
seeing both of us sharing in that
and having that speed, that four-
truck was fast. 

“Even on those short runs I
couldnʼt run with him. After about
eight or 10 (laps) I had a better shot
at running with him but we just did-

nʼt have the laps there at the end."
Austin Hill, a two-time Las Vegas

winner, finished third followed by
Stewart Friesen and Matt Crafton.
Zane Smith, Grant Enfinger, Parker
Kligerman, Christian Eckes and
Ben Rhodes – a two-time winner
already this season – rounded out
the top 10.

Enfinger and Kligerman both
collected an extra $25,000 bonus
check from series sponsor Camp-
ing World for their top-10 efforts.
The series sponsor offered an in-
centive program this week with an
extra payday available for the 10
trucks that carried the Camping
World name on it, as Enfinger and
Kligermanʼs did. There was a
bonus for winning, finishing among
the top-five and finishing among
the top-10.

With the win, Nemechek takes a
14-point advantage atop the cham-
pionship standings over the sea-
sonʼs two-time winner Rhodes. The
series next race is the Fr8Auctions
200 on March 20 at Atlanta Motor
Speedway.
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John Hunter
Nemechek Holds Off
Kyle Busch to Win

Las Vegas Truck Race

John Hunter Nemechek celebrates winning the Bucked Up 200 in
the grass at Las Vegas Motor Speedway. (RUSTY JARRETT/NKP
photo)

John Hunter Nemechek (4) leads his
truck owner, Kyle Busch (51) to win
in Las Vegas. (BRIAN LAWDER-
MILK/GETTY IMAGES photo)





CORONA, CA -
MAVTV Motorsports
Network, the only tele-
vision network in the
U.S. dedicated exclu-
sively to motorsports,
is pleased to release
its broadcast schedule
for the 2021 ARCA
Menards Series,
which will feature 12

exclusive live broadcasts from the
20-race championship. The dozen
races broadcasted over MAVTV
will include coverage of the Sioux
Chief Showdown and the champi-
onship finale at Kansas Speedway,
a first for the Motorsports Network.
The 12-race MAVTV schedule is
slated to kick off Friday, March 12,
at 7:30 p.m. ET, with coverage from
Phoenix Raceway.

Live coverage from the opening
round of the Sioux Chief Show-
down at Toledo Speedway airs live
on MAVTV, on May 22, followed by
four consecutive Saturday night
races, starting July 10 at Elko
Speedway and followed by July 17
at Berlin Raceway, July 24 at Iowa
Speedway, and July 31 at Win-
chester Speedway. MAVTV will
also host live broadcasts of both
ends of a weekend doubleheader
at Michigan International Speed-
way and the Illinois State Fair-

grounds, on August 20 and 22, as
well as the August 29 race at The
Milwaukee Mile, the Labor Day
Weekend Race at the DuQuoin
State Fair, and the annual Fall
Classic, on October 3, at Salem
Speedway. For the first time in net-
work history, MAVTV will also be
the exclusive home for the ARCA
Menards Series championship fi-
nale at Kansas Speedway, on Oc-
tober 23.

“We are thrilled to serve as the
primary broadcast network for the
2021 ARCA Menards Series,” said
John Duff, Head of Content,
MAVTV Motorsports Network.

“The ARCA Menards Series is
home to some of the most talented
stock car drivers in the world and
has a rich history of paving the way
for up-and-coming drivers to break
into the NASCAR Cup Series suc-
cessfully. If you enjoy watching the
stars of tomorrow make a name for
themselves today, then youʼll want
to tune in to the ARCA Menards Se-
ries on MAVTV.”

In a partnership that dates back
to 2017, MAVTV is set to serve as
the primary broadcaster of the
ARCA Menards Series through the
2022 season. Recognized as the
preeminent driver progression se-
ries for NASCAR, the ARCA
Menards Series has positioned it-

self as the proving ground for stock
car racingʼs most promising young
talent, who often make a name for
themselves before jumping up to
the Cup Series. Former ARCA
Menards Series champions and
current Cup Series drivers, such as
Chase Briscoe, Chris Buescher
and Ty Dillon, to name just a few,
are all prime examples of the cal-
iber of talent that comes up through
the ARCA Menards Series.

Recent Lucas Oil 200 Driven by
General Tire winner, Corey Heim,
had this to share about the broad-
cast lineup, “It truly means a lot to
me to be able to run for a champi-
onship in the ARCA Menards Se-
ries this year,” said Heim. “The
series provides me a chance to fur-
ther my career. The exposure I get

from the MAVTV broadcasts of the
ARCA races has been great for me
and brings a lot of exposure to all
of us racers. Iʼm looking forward to
a great year chasing that champi-
onship."

With its well-known history of
feeding stars into the NASCAR
Cup Series, the ARCA Menards
Series attracts talented drivers from
all over the world in hopes of be-
coming the next big star. Current
drivers competing in the ARCA
Menards Series, like Ty Gibbs, will
look to use the national coverage
provided by MAVTV as a platform
to showcase their talents on a
broader scale.

For information on race dates
and broadcast times, please see
the schedule below.

2021 ARCA Menards Series Schedule
DATE RACE NETWORK START TIME (ET)

Sat, Feb 13  . . . .Daytona  . . . . . . . . . . .FS1 . . . . . . . . . . 1:30 PM
Fri, Mar 12  . . . .Phoenix  . . . . . . . . . .MAVTV . . . . . . . . . 7:30 PM
Sat, Apr 24  . . . .Talladega  . . . . . . . . . .FS1 . . . . . . . . . . 1:00 PM

Sat, May 01  . . . .Kansas . . . . . . . . . . . .FS1 . . . . . . . . . . 1:30 PM
Sat, May 22  . . . .Toledo*  . . . . . . . . . .MAVTV . . . . . . . . . 8:00 PM
Sat, May 29  . . . .Charlotte  . . . . . . . . . .FS1 . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 PM

Fri, Jun 04  . . . .Mid-Ohio* . . . . . . . . . .FS1 . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 PM
Fri, Jun 25  . . . .Pocono . . . . . . . . . . . .FS1 . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 PM
Sat, Jul 10  . . . .Elko*  . . . . . . . . . . . .MAVTV . . . . . . . . 10:00 PM
Sat, Jul 17  . . . .Berlin*  . . . . . . . . . . .MAVTV . . . . . . . . . 8:00 PM
Sat, Jul 24  . . . .Iowa*  . . . . . . . . . . . .MAVTV . . . . . . . . . 9:00 PM
Sat, Jul 31  . . . .Winchester* . . . . . . .MAVTV . . . . . . . . . 8:00 PM
Fri, Aug 06  . . . .Watkins Glen  . . . . . . .FS1 . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 PM
Fri, Aug 20  . . . .Michigan  . . . . . . . . .MAVTV . . . . . . . . . 6:00 PM

Sun, Aug 22  . . . .Springfield  . . . . . . . .MAVTV . . . . . . . . . 2:30 PM
Sun, Aug 29  . . . .Milwaukee*  . . . . . . .MAVTV . . . . . . . . . 3:00 PM
Sun, Sep 05  . . . .DuQuoin  . . . . . . . . .MAVTV . . . . . . . . . 9:00 PM
Thu, Sep 16  . . . .Bristol*  . . . . . . . . . . . .FS1 . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 PM
Sat., Oct 02  . . . .Salem *  . . . . . . . . . .MAVTV . . . . . . . . . 8:00 PM
Sat, Oct 23  . . . .Kansas  . . . . . . . . . .MAVTV . . . . . . . . . 7:00 PM
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SALEM, IN - The
10th Annual CRA
Cabin Fever Champi-
onships has a new lo-
cation for 2021, the
event will now be con-
tested at Kil-Kare
Raceway on Sunday,
April 11th . That event
will be one of three
racing events on the
3/8ʼs mile oval in 2021
that will involve CRA.

The 10th Annual CRA Cabin Fever
Championships will also feature the
season opening events for the Van
Hoy Oil CRA Street Stocks and the
Victory Custom Trailers CRA Jun-
ior late Models, as well as the sec-
ond race of the 2021 season for the
Voreʼs Compact Touring Series. 

The event will feature the Bobby
Jackʼs Memorial 71, the season
opening event for the Voreʼs Weld-
ing CRA Late Model Sportsman
Powered by JEGS. Bobby Jacks
was a prominent Stock Car racer,
whose ARCA Menards Series ca-
reer included four wins, seven pole
qualifying awards and six top-10
finishes from 1979-1988, died at
age 75 on Jan. 18, 2021. Jacks
raced out of the Dayton, Ohio, sub-
urb of Huber Heights and drove pri-
marily for owner Mike Redfern and
the Combined Racing team, driving
red, white and blue No. 71 Oldsmo-
bile that were meticulously pre-
pared and winning numerous
ARCA awards for best appearing
car and crew.

The Voreʼs Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman event on April
11th will be the first of two that CRA
officials have worked out as an
Open Challenge format to bring the
best Late Model Sportsman drivers
from the Midwest together for two
Open Late Model Sportsman Chal-
lenge events at Kil-Kare Raceway.
In the spirit of trying to make things
work for multiple rule packages, but
still remembering it is a points
event for CRA regulars, officials
have worked to build a set of rules
for the event with compromise be-
tween CRA Rules and Area Late
Model Rules. Those Open Late
Model Sportsman Challenge
events will pay $1,200 to win, plus
a $500 bonus if the same driver
can win both events and two $250
random draw bonuses from the
drivers that compete in both
events.  The second Open Late
Model Sportsman Challenge event

at Kil-Kare Raceway will be held on
Sunday, July 25th. 

The Bobby Jackʼs Memorial 71
will feature extra payout for all com-
petitors from Platinum Express/
Platinum Motorsports, including a
$71 cash bonus to every driver
competing in the event and $171
cash bonus to the events Fast
Qualifier and a $171 cash bonus
for a Hardcharger Award to the
driver advancing the most positions
in the event. Some of Bobby's old
team will be present for the race
and will be involved in all pre-race
ceremonies and victory lane cere-
monies. The winner of the Bobby
Jackʼs Memorial 71 will receive a
personalized memorial banner
from the organizers of the Bobby
Jackʼs Memorial 71. 

On Sunday April 11th pit gates
will open at 10:00am. Practice will
begin at 12noon. Qualifying will
begin at 2:30pm. The race program
is set to begin at 4pm with a 20 lap
B-Main for the Vores Compact
Touring Series, then the 30-lap fea-
ture for the Victory Custom Trailer
CRA Junior Late Models, then the
35 lap A-Main for the Vores Com-
pact Touring Series, followed by the
75 lap Van Hoy Oil CRA Street
Stocks season opener. The Bobby
Jackʼs Memorial 71 season open-
ing event for the Voreʼs Welding
CRA Late Model Sportsman will
close out the day of racing. 

More event information on the
10th Annual CRA Cabin Fever
Championships as well as informa-
tion on all the CRA Series is avail-
able at www.cra-racing.com.

Burda Looks to Win
Second CRA

Championship in 2021
SALEM, IN - 16-year-old

Columbiaville, Michigan native
Chase Burda will be racing in his
third season with CRA in 2021 and
his second full-time season with the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Pre-
sented by Chevrolet Performance.
Burda had a great rookie season
with the JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
in 2020, rebounding from a slow
start to the season and a totaled
race car at Bristol to claim the se-
ries 2020 Senneker Performance
Rookie of the Year Award and a
fifth-place finish in the 2020
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Chase
for the Championship. He finished
a series best of fifth in four series

events including the seriesʼ first
ever event at Jennerstown Speed-
way and in the season Champi-
onship event at Winchester
Speedway. 

Burda had a very impressive
season with the Victory Custom
Trailers CRA Junior Late Models in
2019, the inaugural season for the
series. Burda claimed six feature
wins in the series eight events, in-
cluding a stretch of four wins in a
row in the series second event
through the series fifth event on his
way to claiming the seriesʼ first ever
Championship. Burda had five heat
race wins out of the seven events
that featured heat races and was
the seriesʼ Fast Qualifier at seven
of the eight events.

In 2021, Burda and his team
look to step up their performance
and go for the JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Championship and will make
select ARCA/CRA Super Series
starts in the second half of the 2021
season to keep his rookie status in
that series for the 2022 season. 

“2020 was a good season for us,
I learned a lot and feel like I really
improved as a racer,” remarked
Burda. “I feel like myself and the
team are now ready to compete for
the JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
Championship. It would be great to
get to victory lane but will be look-
ing to have good finishes through-
out the season and be in the final
four in the Chase at the Season
Championship event at Winchester
to be in position to race for the se-
ries Championship! ”

Burda will once again have vet-
eran JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
competitor Josh Nelms helping him
in 2021 along with trusted team
member Bill Rud. 

Burda added, “ We couldnʼt do
this and be competitive without
Josh and Billʼs help. Josh has so
much experience and really helps
me with the car and behind the
wheel. I also must thank VanDoorn
Racing Development for building
us great cars and for their help dur-
ing the season. I also have to thank
my parents, theyʼve been behind
me since I started racing, I couldnʼt
be out there every week without
their support and sacrifice. I also
have some great sponsors sup-
porting me like Magnecor, Rob's
Service, Finishline Auto Sales and
Energy Release. I canʼt wait for the
season to start!” 

JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour will
begin its 11th season of competi-
tion with a special non-points event
at the Georgia Spring Nationals at
Crisp Motorsports Park on March
27th.

The series 2021 points season

will begin on the High Bank of
Salem Speedway on Sunday, April
25th.

Entry Form Released
for ARCA/CRA Super

Series Season Opener
at Anderson

SALEM, IN - ARCA/CRA Super
Series Powered by JEGS officials
have released the entry form for
the series 2020 season points
opener at Anderson Speedway on
Saturday, April 10th. That event will
be the first of 14 events scheduled
for the ARCA/CRA Super Series
during the 2021 season and will be
the first event celebrating the series
Silver Anniversary 25th season of
competition. 

Anderson Speedway is where
the series had its first ever event on
Saturday, April 26, 1997. April 10th
will be the 71st series event that
Anderson Speedway has hosted
since that Saturday in 1997, the
most of any track the series has
raced at. April 10th will be the only
opportunity for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series teams to get some
racing on the tight quarter mile prior
to the prestigious 55th Annual Greg
Hubler Automotive Group Redbud
400, which will take place on Mon-
day, July 12th, one of the most
prestigious Super Late model
events in the country. 

Anderson Speedway is once
again posting $5,000 for the winner
of the April 10th 125 lap event, an
increase of $2000 over the normal
winnerʼs payout for a 125-lap
event. Anderson Speedway hosted
three series events in the crazy
2020 season, with several series
events being rescheduled because
of the COVID Pandemic. Cody
Coughlin picked up the win in the
series 125 lap events on June 20th
and August 15th. Carson Hocevar
won the Redbud 400 on his way to
winning a season high five series
events in 2020. 

Anderson Speedway has open
practices scheduled for March 20th
and March 27th, pits open at 1pm
each day, open practice will go
from 2 to 5pm. 

There will be an open practice at
Anderson Speedway on Friday,
April 9th and  will run from 4pm until
7pm. Pits open on Saturday, April
10th at 12:30pm. Practice will begin
at 3pm with qualifying starting at
4:30pm. The race program will
begin at 6pm and will include the
125-lap feature for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series.

Additional track and event infor-
mation can be found at www.an-
dersonspeedway.com.
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Kil-Kare Raceway April 11th





Saturdayʼs World
of Outlaws NOS En-
ergy Drink Sprint Car
Series event at East
Bay Raceway Park
lived up to 38 years
worth of hype.

When Aaron
Reutzel climbed from
his Roth Motorsports
ride in victory lane, he
couldnʼt stop smiling.
Neither could the fans.

The Clute, TX na-
tive was a one-man

thrill show for the near standing
room only crowd in attendance at
the Tampa, FL facility. Reutzel, the
leading Kevin Gobrecht Rookie of
the Year contender, delivered a
gutsy run to collect his third career
World of Outlaws win and first of
the 2021 season.

His inspiration for such a daring
drive? His hero and six-time World
of Outlaws winner, The Texan Gary
Wright.

“I dream for stuff like that,”
Reutzel exclaimed. “This is what
makes me love sprint car racing,
when we can go out and do stuff
like that. The cushion was so
treacherous, but my car was loose
enough that I could go up there and
just get after it. It was so much fun.
Running up there was a blast. I
watched a video on the way up
here of Gary Wright, my all-time
sprint car hero, winning here doing
the same thing, rippinʼ four tires
above it.”

For a show that was in serious
jeopardy to start with a bleak
weather forecast, Saturdayʼs pro-
gram ended up being one many
fans wonʼt forget soon.

Lining up for the 35-lap,
$10,000-to-win NOS Energy Drink
feature, itʼs safe to say the betting
favorites were two-time and de-
fending Series champion Brad
Sweet from the pole and ten-time
Series champion Donny Schatz
from the second row. However,
Aaron Reutzel had something to
say about that.

Reutzel, who started on the out-
side pole in his Speedway Engines
/ Triple-X #83, ripped the top right
around Sweet and commanded the
opening lap, a lead he would never
relinquish. Both Schatz and Sweet
presented multiple challenges to
Reutzel, but neither could make a
move stick, partly due to Reutzelʼs
bold decision making.

Putting all four wheels above the
cushion and flying through the fluff,

Reutzel went where others would-
nʼt dare, and it paid off. With
cleaner track and more avenues
available up in no manʼs land, he
made quick work of lap traffic which
served as the deciding factor when
Sweet ran into a log jam on the low
line while challenging him with less
than ten laps left.

In his fourth start as a full-time
World of Outlaws competitor,
Reutzel held off proven champions
Sweet & Schatz along with title
contenders Macedo & Schuchart.
He officially crossed the line with a
1.683-second advantage, making
him the fourth different winner in
four races this season.

“I canʼt thank Dennis and Teresa
Roth enough for this opportunity,”
Reutzel mentioned. “Weʼve been
struggling, but weʼve been working
really hard to prove to them they
made the right decision by bringing
me and Dylan on board. Hopefully
we made ʼem proud today.”

Following Reutzel to the stripe
with a second-place finish was The
Big Cat Brad Sweet. Following a
dismal 11th-place outing in Fridayʼs
show at Volusia, the Kasey Kahne
Racing #49 crew was happy to put
their NAPA Auto Parts entry back
on the podium with a shot at win-
ning.

“Track position was the biggest
thing tonight,” Sweet noted. “The
fact that he had that line up his
sleeve was huge. When we got to
traffic he basically had a clean track
up there. My car was really good on
the race track I thought we were
racing on, but he found another
lane so hats off to him. We were
way too tight to be up there.”

Closing out the podium and

scoring KSE Racing Hard Charger
honors for the second straight night
was Carson Macedo with an im-
pressive 17th-to-third bid. Follow-
ing their victory on Friday at
Volusia, Macedo and the Jason
Johnson Racing #41 crew contin-
ued their stellar weekend and offi-
cially claimed sole command of the
World of Outlaws championship
standings.

“Again, my race car was just in-
credible in the feature,” Macedo
praised. “It just got better and better
as the race went on. Iʼve got to fig-
ure out qualifying and heats so we
can get up closer to the front come
showtime. Iʼm having so much fun
driving this #41 right now. Carrying
on Jasonʼs legacy with this car and
now Phil as involved as he is, itʼs a
special deal.”

Rounding out the top ten at East
Bay Raceway Park was North
Dakotaʼs Donny Schatz, Pennsyl-
vaniaʼs Logan Schuchart, Califor-
niaʼs Cory Eliason, Pennsylvaniaʼs
Brock Zearfoss, Washingtonʼs
Kasey Kahne, and Indianaʼs Kraig

Kinser and Justin Peck.
Cory Eliason was Saturdayʼs

Slick Woodyʼs Cornhole Company
Quick Time award winner at 12.396
seconds. Scoring Drydene heat
race wins was Aaron Reutzel,
Jason Sides and Brock Zearfoss.
Brad Sweet was the DIRTVision
Fast Pass Dash winner.

UP NEXT – The World of Out-
laws NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car
Series will hit the Dirty South Swing
next weekend with a trip to Missis-
sippi and Louisiana in line. On Fri-
day, March 12 itʼs off the Magnolia
Motor Speedway in Columbus, MS
for a night at The Mag. Then, itʼs all
about The Rev on Saturday, March
13 with a night at Dylan Scottʼs
Monroe, LA venue.

Carson Macedo Makes
Statement with Volusia

Victory from 10th
With the spin of a wrench Phil

Dietz took Carson Macedo from an
uneasy feeling to the best car in the
field on Friday night.

The revered crew chief at Jason
Johnson Racing went to work after
a mediocre preliminary perform-
ance and sent the Lemoore, CA na-
tive on track with what he called
“one of the best cars Iʼve ever
driven in my life.”

Macedo masterfully picked his
way from tenth-t0-first and exe-
cuted a late-race pass to steal the
win from Sam Hafertepe Jr. with
four laps remaining at Volusia
Speedway Park. A confidence
booster and chemistry builder for a
driver and team that know their po-
tential can reach championship
heights in 2021 with the World of
Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint
Car Series.

“Itʼs not every night that your car
is that dominant,” Macedo

(Continued Next Page)
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Reutzel Rides the Tide to
Thrilling East Bay Win

Aaron Reutzel climbs atop his car in victory lane after winning at
East Bay Raceway Park on Saturday night. (woosprint.com photo)

Carson Macedo raced his way to victory lane at Volusia Speedway
Park on Friday night, stealing the win from Sam Hafertepe Jr. on a
last lap pass. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

mentioned of his
Kistler powered
Maxim #41. “I mean
that thing was just per-
fect to drive. Phil
[Dietz], Clyde [Knipp],
and Nate [Repetz]
were incredible
tonight. You know, I
felt really balanced
and great all through
DIRTcar Nationals last
month, but early
tonight I just didnʼt feel
good. Phil and the
guys made a lot of
changes for the fea-

ture and nailed it. I could go any-
where I wanted. Iʼm so happy to get
a win for this team, these sponsors,
a lot of really great people in-
volved.”

At the start of Fridayʼs 30-lap,
$10,000-to-win feature, it was Sam
Hafertepe Jr. of Sunnyvale, TX and
David Gravel of Watertown, CT
pacing the field. Hafertepe, who
won his second DIRTVision Fast
Pass Dash of the season to claim
pole position, bolted away and con-
trolled the opening 11 laps. The first
stoppage was a surprise when
points leader Logan Schuchart
stopped in turn four following con-
tact with Gio Scelzi amidst a top
five battle.

Macedo made his biggest move
on that first restart, advancing four
spots in one lap with a great fire off
the high side of the half-mile. The
next restart, however, spelled trou-
ble when the #41 had to line up on
the low line. Restarting with 17 laps
remaining, Macedo surprised him-
self and quickly took third from
Sheldon Haudenschild, and then
set his sights on Hafertepe and
Gravel out front.

“Hafertepe chose the outside
and I was stuck on the bottom,
which made me nervous,” Macedo
noted on the final restart. “I was on
the top every restart prior to that
and the bottom wasnʼt getting great
starts. I didnʼt really get a good
start, but it was fairly decent and let
me sneak back into the top groove
in front of Donny. I got that run on
Sheldon because he went low, and
I was able to slide by him real
quick. I felt like my car was as good
as those guys, if not better once I
got to third. I just needed traffic to
move around a bit and capitalize.”

And capitalize he did. With
heavy lap traffic in play, Macedo
reeled in the lead duo and made it
a three-way war with seven laps
left. The #15H, #2 and #41 ran
bumper-t0-bumper-to-bumper with

the win on the line.
Macedo slid by Gravel for sec-

ond on the 24th lap and two laps
later, he was sliding Hafertepe for
the top spot. His massive turn one
slider with four laps to go was a
thing of beauty, sweeping through
the middle and clearing Hafertepe
with ease to steal the top spot in
the waning circuits.

The final four laps went by like a
breeze as the 24-year-old pilot
drove off into the Florida night with
a 2.167-second advantage at the
checkered flag. Fridayʼs feature vic-
tory marked the seventh of
Macedoʼs World of Outlaws NOS
Energy Drink Sprint Car Series ca-
reer, and his first of the 2021 sea-
son.

Albeit only three of 80+ races
are complete, Macedo still
achieved a milestone by moving
atop the World of Outlaws champi-
onships standings for the first time
in his career. Something he knows
is useless in the middle of March,
but deep down means a lot to a
California kid chasing his dreams.

Settling for a second-place finish
after leading the opening 25 laps
was Sam Hafertepe Jr. aboard the
Townline Variety #15H. A tough pill
to swallow for a driver thatʼs hungry
to end his nine-year winless
drought with the Outlaws, but itʼs
the latest sign that his operation is
as good as ever. Fridayʼs runner-
up result is Hafertepeʼs best Series
finish since a third-place finish at
Lernervilleʼs Silver Cup in 2013.

“Weʼve made leaps and bounds
compared to what we came here
with in February,” Hafertepe com-
mented on the progression of his
program. “To be right here right
now is like a win to us. Weʼll keep
building and look to get better.”

Rounding out the podium with a
last-lap pass to finish third was
Fresno, CAʼs Gio Scelzi aboard the
KCP Racing #18. It was his first
night with trusted crew chief and
friend Bernie Stuebgen of Indy
Race Parts in the KCP camp and
their revived relationship already
appears to be paying dividends
again.

“Itʼs huge, itʼs like getting the
band back together,” Scelzi said on
working with Stuebgen again, who
he won his first two Outlaw races
with. “Iʼm feeling comfortable and
confident with myself. If we keep
running like this, the wins will come
eventually.”

Closing out the top ten at Volu-
sia Speedway Park was Donny
Schatz in the Tony Stewart Racing
#15, David Gravel in the Big Game
Motorsports #2, Sheldon Hauden-
schild in the Stenhouse Jr. Marshall

Racing #17, Cory Eliason in the
Rudeen Racing #26, Parker Price-
Miller in the PPM Racing #19,
Logan Schuchart in the Shark Rac-
ing #1S, and Aaron Reutzel in the
Roth Motorsports #83.

New Events Added,
Postponed Races Find
Dates in March-April
The World of Outlaws NOS En-

ergy Drink Sprint Cars will return to
action at the beginning of March
with the addition of eight new
events and four postponed events
finding new dates.

The Greatest Show on Dirt will
pick up where it left off in Florida
with a weekend doubleheader, in-
cluding a return to East Bay Race-
way Park for the first time since
1983, before trekking through the
south and Midwest to fill out a full
slate of racing throughout March
into April. Those events include:

• Friday, March 12 – Magnolia
Motor Speedway

• Saturday, March 13 – The Rev
• Friday & Saturday, March 19-

20 – Cotton Bowl Speedway
• Friday, March 26 – U.S. 36

Raceway
• Saturday, March 27 – Lake

Ozark Speedway
• Friday & Saturday, April 2-3 –

Federated Auto Parts Raceway at
I-55

• Friday, April 9 – Kokomo
Speedway

• Saturday, April 10 – Tri-State
Speedway

“A lot of work has gone into put-
ting this revised schedule together,
and Iʼm grateful to all the tracks that
have graciously worked with us
throughout this process,” World of
Outlaws Sprint Car Series Director
Carlton Reimers said.

“While weʼre disappointed in not
being able to get the Spring West
Coast Swing in this year, Iʼm ex-
cited for the fans and drivers that
weʼre still able to present them with
a full schedule of racing at great
venues.”

The best Sprint Car drivers in
the world will converge at Volusia
Speedway Park for the third time
this year when the season resumes
– current points leader Logan
Schuchart and defending cham-
pion Brad Sweet took home the tro-
phies in the first two races there.
On the following day, the Series will
return to East Bay Raceway Park
in Tampa, FL for the first time in 38
years. Steve Kinser was the last
driver to win at the track in 1983.

Then, the next two weekends
will host new dates for previously
postponed events. The new addi-

tions to the schedule this year,
Magnolia Motor Speedway, in
Columbus, MS, will run on March
12, and The Rev in Monroe, LA will
run on March 13. A doubleheader
at Cotton Bowl Speedway will be
the following weekend, March 19-
20, with the Drydene Texas Two
Step presented by American Lube.
Itʼll be the Seriesʼ first time back at
the track since 2018 – won by
David Gravel.

The following three weekends
will feature new events, leading to
the originally scheduled April 16
event at Lawton Speedway and
April 17 event at Devilʼs Bowl
Speedway.

Missouri will host a double-
header weekend, March 26-27,
with the return of U.S. 36 Raceway
and Lake Ozark Speedway.

The March 27 event at Lake
Ozark will be the third annual
Jason Johnson Classic presented
by FK Rod Ends with $15,000-to-
win on the line. James McFadden,
a friend of the late Jason Johnson,
earned an emotional win at the
event last year and will go for an-
other this year as he runs for the
Kevin Gobrecht Rookie of the Year
title with Kasey Kahne Racing.

Always a source of excitement,
the 1/3-mile Federated Auto Parts
Raceway at I-55 returns for a
spring doubleheader, April 2-3, giv-
ing the track two more dates in
2021 before the Aug. 6-7 Ironman
55 weekend.

Then, fan-favorites Kokomo
Speedway and Tri-State Speedway
return to the schedule for an Indi-
ana doubleheader weekend, April
9-10. Both tracks brought fans to
their feet last year with Sheldon
Haudenschild executing spectacu-
lar passes to claim the win and
Carson Macedo edging Sweet by
inches to win at Tri-State.

“Iʼm just excited we have found
some great racetracks to fill in the
dates of the West Coast Swing,”
said two-time defending champion
Brad Sweet. “I was looking forward
to racing in front of my friends and
family in California but just still too
many restrictions to race in front of
full crowds. Itʼs always tough this
time of year with weather and other
factors to get races in so thanks to
the Outlaws and the promoters for
taking these shows on such short
notice. I hope to see many fans and
Iʼm excited to get the NAPA Auto
Parts #49 back on track.”

Anyone unable to make it to the
track can watch all of the action live
on DIRTVision with the annual Plat-
inum FAST PASS subscription for
$299/year or the monthly FAST
PASS subscription for $39/month.
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MARYVILLE, TN -
Everything in racing
can be going right until
the unexpected cre-
ates heartbreak.

Flashback to one
year ago, when Chris
“Smokey” Madden
was leading at Smoky
Mountain Speedway.
Thatʼs when power
steering issues side-
lined him for the night

on Lap 25.
One year later, he got his re-

demption, leading every lap of Sat-
urday night's Tennessee Tipoff en
route to his 29th World of Outlaws
Morton Buildings Feature win, and
second at Smoky Mountain.

The win makes Madden only the
second driver in World of Outlaws
history to win multiple Feature
events at the track.

While leading all 50 laps
seemed like a dominant perform-
ance, Madden held off challenges
from last yearʼs winner Mike Marlar,
and Jonathan Davenport in heavy
lap traffic, to take home the
$12,000 prize.

Madden got the jump at the ini-
tial green flag, powering to the
number one spot outside of Daven-
port in Turn 2. He would hold that
position easily through the only two
cautions of the race, the first for de-
bris on Lap 5, the other for a colli-
sion between Cade Dillard and
Sam Seawright on Lap 7.

After the final re-start, Madden
had to fight through a long green
flag run and heavy lap traffic. The
driver of the Drydene #44 machine
caught the tail end of the field on
Lap 16, and five laps later, heʼd
face his first challenge from Marlar.
The 2018 Series champion consis-
tently got a run on Madden into the
corner and poked his nose under
him each corner. Thatʼs when Mad-
den made a switch to the bottom of
the racetrack, blocking Marlarʼs
runs low line runs.

“We got in lap traffic there at the
end and I knew he (Marlar) was
closing up on me, and I had to try to
get some lap cars in between me
and him, so I made a move to get a
couple in front of him, and I did
what I had to do to win the race,”
Madden said.

Even after making that move,
Madden knew patience would be
the key in the closing laps of the
event.

“I knew I had to be patient, not
miss my marks, and not over-
charge the corners,” Madden said.

The win keeps Maddenʼs mo-
mentum rolling, coming off his sec-
ond consecutive Drydene Xtreme
Dirtcar Series Championship last
weekend. He also picked up a Dry-
dene Heat Race win earlier in the
night.

Maddenʼs biggest challenger
throughout the night was Marlar, of
Winfield, TN. He kept the pressure
on Madden throughout the night
but couldnʼt get a good enough run
to win his second consecutive
World of Outlaws race at the track.

Overall, the 2020 winner of the
Tennessee Tip-Off was happy with
a second-place finish, after start-
ing in the fifth spot.

“Racingʼs a humbling sport, Iʼm
never going to complain about sec-
ond,” Marlar added.

While Marlar was trying to put
the pressure on Madden, he had
even more pressure from Daven-
port all 50 laps. The two drivers
swapped second and third on mul-
tiple occasions. One of those oc-
curred during the first 10 laps, as
Davenport pulled a slide job on
Marlar just as the caution came out
on Lap 7.

The two battled again in the final
10 laps, when the Blairsville, GA
campaigner snuck by Marlar on the
bottom on Lap 44, before drifting
high while trying to get by a slower

car, allowing Marlar to get the spot
back two laps later.

Hudson OʼNeal finished fourth,
while Tim McCreadie crossed the
line in fifth. Rounding out the top-
10 were Jimmy Owens, Chris Fer-
guson, Brandon Sheppard, Darrell
Lanigan, and Josh Richards.

Points leader Kyle Strickler fin-
ished 15th, holding on to a 66-point
lead over three-time defending
champion Brandon Sheppard,
whose seventh-place finish vaults
him into the number two spot in the

standings.
UP NEXT: The World of Outlaws

Morton Buildings Late Model Se-
ries is back in action on March 26-
27, for a doubleheader weekend at
Cherokee Speedway in Gaffney
SC.

If youʼre unable to make it to the
track can watch all of the action live
on DIRTVision with the annual Plat-
inum FAST PASS subscription for
$299/year or the monthly FAST
PASS subscription for $39/month.
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s Chris Madden Earns
Redeeming Tennessee

Tipoff Win

ENNIS, TX - Al-
ready very wet from
the recent winter
storms, heavy rainfall
Sunday and continu-
ing into Monday has
forced officials with
the ASCS Elite Non-
Wing Series pre-
sented by Abilene
Powder Coating and

Big O Speedway to call off this
weekendʼs Smiley's Racing Prod-
ucts Texas Wingless Nationals.

“I hate to cancel a show, espe-
cially on a Monday. If we had just
received the rain, it wouldnʼt have
been a big deal this far out, but with
the ground already so wet from all
the recent snow melting, the
amount of rain they got last night,
and with it still raining, itʼs just too
much,” stated ASCS Elite Non-
Wing owner and founder, Nathan

Moore.
“Not what we wanted. Regard-

less, I need to thank Jim and Brid-
gett Moon at Big O Speedway for
sticking their necks out on this
show, and appreciate their support
for this series.”

The ASCS Elite Non-Wing Se-
ries presented by Abilene Powder
Coating will look to get the 2021
season off the ground on Saturday,
March 27 at the Ennis, Texas oval.

For the first time, the series can
be seen live on two platforms, with
Racinboys.com and FloRacing.
com. FloRacing.com is $20 per
month, billed annually at $150 per
year. Racinboys.com is $29.99 per
month.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation og onto www.ascsrac-
ing.com, follow on Facebook, on
Instagram, and Twitter (@Luca-
sOilASCS).
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Atlanta
Motor Speedway

HAMPTON, GA -
Georgia native Jeff
Foxworthy is bringing
his popular comedy
act to Atlanta Motor
Speedway with a pre-
race performance on
Sunday, March 21.

Fans in atten-
dance for the Folds of
Honor QuikTrip 500
will enjoy Foxworthyʼs
observations about
the humor found in
everyday life during
his performance on
the pre-race stage.

Admission to Foxworthyʼs show
is included with every grandstand
ticket for the Folds of Honor Quik-
Trip 500. Socially-distanced seats
for Foxworthyʼs performance and
the race start at just $39.

Foxworthy, who is well known for
his famous “You might be a red-
neck if” jokes, is one of the most re-
spected and successful comedians
in the country. He is the largest sell-
ing comedy-recording artist in his-
tory, a multiple Grammy Award
nominee and best-selling author of
more than 26 books.

For more information on the
Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 week-
end and to purchase tickets, go to
AtlantaMotorSpeedway.com.

About the Folds of Honor Quik-
Trip 500 weekend: Since 2015 the
Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 has
been the main event in Atlanta
Motor Speedwayʼs spring NASCAR
weekend at Atlanta Motor Speed-
way. 

The annual 500-mile race show-
cases some of the fastest and most
thrilling action NASCAR has to
offer. This storied race also brings
awareness to Folds of Honor and
its mission to help families of mili-
tary servicemen and women who
have fallen or been disabled while
on active duty in the United States
Armed Forces.

The race weekend also features
Atlantaʼs same-day NASCAR dou-
bleheader on Saturday, March 20,
which has been part of the spring
NASCAR weekend since 2015.
The thrills of the FR8 Auctions 200
Camping World Truck Series race
and the EchoPark 250 Xfinity Se-
ries race all happen in one action-
packed day that race fans look
forward to every year.

More information on the March
20-21, 2021 Folds of Honor Quik-
Trip 500 weekend and ticket avail-
ability can be found online at
AtlantaMotorSpeedway.com or by
calling 877-9-AMS-TIX.

Keep track of all of Atlanta Motor
Speedwayʼs events by following on
Twitter, Instagram, and become a
Facebook fan. Keep up with all the
latest news and information with
the Atlanta Motor Speedway mobile
app.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - A strong contin-

gent of the top drivers in the
NASCAR Cup Series who will com-
pete in the historic Food City Dirt
Race on March 28, have entered
the upcoming Karl Kustoms Bristol
Dirt Nationals, March 15-20, to get
a sneak preview of the layout of the
BMS dirt track.

Kyle Busch, Kyle Larson and
Joey Logano are among the drivers
to date who have entered the Karl
Kustoms Bristol Dirt Nationals in
one of the eight classes of compe-
tition. Several more NASCAR driv-
ers are expected to enter the race
in the coming weeks.

Larson, an accomplished dirt
racer who has tons of experience
racing sprint cars and super late
models, is registered in the mar-
quee Super Late Model division, as
is 2019 Cup Series champ Busch.
Logano will compete in the Open
Modified class and be joined by
three-time NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series champion Matt
Crafton, who has also entered the
Dirt Nationals in the Open Modified
category.

Headlined by the powerful dirt
Super Late Models, the Karl Kus-
toms Bristol Dirt Nationals, March
15-20, will provide fans with a first
look at the BMS dirt track, which
will feature 19-degree banking in
the corners and a 50-foot wide rac-
ing surface. More than 20,000
cubic yards of dirt were hauled in to
create the temporary dirt track sur-
face.

“The Karl Kustoms Bristol Dirt
Nationals is shaping up to be an
epic event, one of the largest dirt
racing events to ever be contested
and now that some of the top
NASCAR drivers are joining the ac-
tion, the overall fun-meter just
ramped up significantly,” said Jerry
Caldwell, executive vice president
and general manager, Bristol Motor
Speedway. “Having the opportunity
to showcase some amazing dirt
track racing during our 60th an-
niversary really is very special,
given the overall roots of racing and
the history that dirt has here at The
Last Great Colosseum.”

The Karl Kustoms Bristol Dirt
Nationals will be promoted and pro-
duced by X.CELERATED of Silver
Bay, Minn., an innovative company
that specializes in streaming live

motorsports events. The company
recently worked with BMS sister
track Las Vegas Motor Speedway
on its Duel in the Desert event. The
Karl Kustoms Bristol Dirt Nationals
will be streamed on raceXR.com
and the raceXR apps under the
monthly subscription option. For in-
formation on tickets and camping,
please click here. For participant in-
formation, please visit www.bris-
toldirt.com.

Founded in 1961, Bristol Motor
Speedway is celebrating its 60th
anniversary in 2021 and will reflect
on the great moments that have
made the multi-use sports and en-
tertainment destination one of the
very best for creating wow mo-
ments and cherished memories for
fans. Home to epic NASCAR races
and other major motorsports
events, as well as NFL and college
football games, a wide variety of
music concerts and other captivat-
ing events, Bristol Motor Speedway
has shined in the spotlight on many
occasions throughout the past six
decades.

For Bristol Motor Speedway
ticket information, please visit
www.bristolmotorspeedway.com or
call the BMS Ticket Sales Center at
(866) 415-4158.

To make the event as safe as
possible for all attendees, BMS is
instituting procedures to reduce
contact and crowd density as
guests and competitors purchase
tickets, enter the grounds, enjoy
the event and depart the facil-
ity. Face coverings will be a re-
quired accessory in high-traffic
areas inside and outside the sta-
dium for all guests who attend. The
“Mask Up” campaign is part of an
important initiative by Bristol Motor
Speedway that strongly encour-
ages the public to wear face cover-
ings, not only when they are visiting
the Speedway, but also when they
are out in the surrounding commu-
nities as well, and to follow all of the
necessary protocols and guidelines
to do their part to help reduce the
spread of COVID-19.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - The 2021

season-opening X.CELERATED
event at the Texas
Motor Speedway Dirt
Track has been
rescheduled for April
28-29 to kick off a full
schedule of intense
dirt track racing at No
Limits, Texas. 

The Revival, origi-
nally scheduled Feb.
18-20 for Open (Out-
law) Modifieds, Lim-

ited Modifieds, Factory Stocks,
Hornets and Eco Mods, was post-
poned Feb. 16 due to extreme cold
weather in the Fort Worth area and
throughout Texas. Further informa-
tion can be found at
https://racexr.com/. 

"The long wait will be over soon"
said X.CELERATED CEO Barry
Braun. "We were able to strategi-
cally reschedule the event in re-
spect to our neighborhood local
tracks and utilize this event to
usher in a huge IndyCar Double
Header race weekend on May 1-2,
2021. It is time to reopen the Texas
Motor Speedway Dirt Track in a big
way with "The Revival!"

Texas Motor Speedway reached
a multi-year strategic business
agreement with X.CELERATED in
January for 18 nights of sprint car,
Super Late Model and Modified
racing on the famed Texas half-mile
dirt track. The 2021 schedule in-
cludes a NASCAR All-Star Race
sprint car companion event in June,
a Monday night summer racing se-
ries, and a $50,000-to-win Super
Late Model extravaganza in Sep-
tember.

All of the X.CELERATED pro-
moted events from the Texas Motor
Speedway Dirt Track will be
streamed on raceXR.com and the
raceXR App, available on a number
of devices, under Monthly + Sub-
scription.

Daytona
International Speedway

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Track-
Pass on NBC Sports Gold an-
nounced today it will air the
DAYTONA 200 motorcycle race at
the DAYTONA Road Course live at
1 p.m. ET on Saturday, March 13
exclusively on the streaming plat-
formʼs Progressive American Flat
Track Pass. The event kicks off a
doubleheader of motorcycle racing
on TrackPass on NBC Sports Gold
that is capped off by the Progres-
sive American Flat Track Race at
the Volusia Half-Mile at 7 p.m. ET. 

Sanctioned by the American Mo-
torcyclist Association (AMA) and
operated by the American Sport-
bike Racing Association (ASRA), 

(Continued Next Page)
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the 57-lap, 200-mile
race showcases
600cc sportbikes at
DAYTONA Interna-
tional Speedwayʼs
famed 3.51-mile road
course.

Four-time DAY-
TONA 200 champion
Danny Eslick will at-
tempt to become the
third five-race winner
in the history of the
event, while Kyle
Wyman will try to de-
fend his 2019 victory.
The 2020 race was

postponed due to the COVID-19
pandemic. This yearʼs event fea-
tures a stacked field bolstered by
international racers flocking to Day-
tona since several European con-
tests have been cancelled due to
COVID-19. Notably, 19-race Isle of
Man TT winner Michael Dunlop of
Ireland heads stateside to test his
talents at The World Center of Rac-
ing.

The DAYTONA 200 is available
to TrackPass users with either the
Progressive American Flat Track
pass ($1.99/month) or the Track-
Pass: All Access pass ($4.99),
which includes all live events from
Progressive American Flat Track,
ARCA Menards Series, NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour, NASCAR
Pintyʼs Series and IMSA.

After the DAYTONA 200, Track-
Pass on NBC Sports Gold transi-
tions from two-wheel road course
action to motorcycle dirt racing for
the Progressive American Flat
Track contest at the Volusia Half-
Mile. It marks the second Progres-
sive AFT race of 2021, following
Fridayʼs season opener at the Vo-
lusia Half-Mile (also 7 p.m. ET). 

Brian Baumann starts the sea-
son in the hunt for his third straight
Progressive AFT Championship.

World Wide
Technology Raceway

World Wide Technology Race-
way, the home of NASCAR, INDY-
CAR and NHRA racing in the St.
Louis-Metro East region, today in-
troduced its new kids club for chil-
dren under 12. The WWTR Kids
Club Presented By T-Mobile will
offer free tickets, food, discounts,
and premiums and programs to
members at the speedwayʼs INDY-
CAR, NASCAR and NHRA events
in 2021.

Membership cost is $25 for the
first child. Use the promo code
WWTRKIDS to save $5 on each
additional child  in the same family.

Members will receive free tickets,
discounts and exclusive benefits.
For more information on benefits
received and to sign up your child,
please visit http://bit.ly/kidsclub-
wwtr.

“One of our primary goals at
World Wide Technology Raceway
is to engage the next generation of
racing fans and include them in our
numerous forms of racing and
events,” said WWTR Executive
Vice President and General Man-
ager Chris Blair. “This partnership
with T-Mobile provides a platform
for us to showcase how family-
friendly a day at the races can be.
In addition, our club will include
special offers and off-season en-
gagement to promote the love of
the sport and the club 365 days per
year.”

For additional information on
World Wide Technology Raceway,
please call (618) 215-8888 or visit
www.WWTRaceway.com. Follow
WWTR on Facebook, Twitter,
Snapchat and Instagram.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Official

Pocono Raceway Statement:
"Governor Tom Wolf has an-
nounced Pennsylvania outdoor
sporting venues can welcome fans
back at 20 percent capacity starting
today. We join in our fans' excite-
ment surrounding today's
news. Pocono Raceway also antic-
ipates, should the data continue to
show signs of improvement, the
number of guests allowed to attend
the 2021 NASCAR Doubleheader
races will increase. The health and
safety of our fans, and all involved
in our event, will be a top priority.
We will work with the Wolf admin-
istration, health officials and
NASCAR to ensure necessary
guidance and protocols are met for
our June 25-27 race weekend."

Nashville
Fairgrounds Speedway

NASHVILLE, TN - Metropolitan
Government of Nashville and
Davidson County and Bristol Motor
Speedway (BMS) have entered
into a letter of intent to renovate
historic Nashville Fairgrounds
Speedway (NFS) for the potential
return of NASCAR events at the
legendary racetrack.

The Speedway is the second-
oldest operating motor speedway
in the United States, dating back to
1904. It has a storied connection
with racing, including being a show-
case for legendary drivers such as
Dale Earnhardt, members of the
Petty family and our own Darrell
Waltrip.

Subject to approval by the Board
of Fair Commissioners and Metro-
politan Council, Bristol Motor
Speedway would have a long-term
contract to lease, manage, and op-
erate Nashville Fairgrounds
Speedway, as well as assume fi-
nancial responsibility for track ren-
ovations and ongoing
maintenance.

“The goal of the partnership is to
bring our historic racetrack back to
life as a valuable and exciting part
of the Fairgrounds,” said Mayor
John Cooper. “We have an obliga-
tion to maintain the track, so it is
smart for Nashville to engage a
strong, long-term partner from the
auto racing industry to operate it
successfully. The business terms in
this LOI protect Nashville, with mul-
tiple revenue streams to make this
a financial success. We can put this
landmark back on the national
stage. I look forward to working
with the Fair Board and the Metro
Council in the months ahead.”

Mayor Cooperʼs intention is to
bring back high-level racing at no
cost to taxpayers, and even gener-
ate excess revenue from what is
currently a money-losing operation.
The renovation of the Speedway
will be supported by multiple rev-
enue streams including user fees
and taxes paid by patrons of the
venue, lease payments, a potential
naming rights deal. In addition to
NASCAR, Metro anticipates rev-
enues from non-racing events,
such as concerts and other enter-
tainment events, including events
sponsored by the Nashville Con-
vention and Visitors Corporation.
This letter of intent follows a plan-
ning process for the site that in-
cludes greenway access, ADA
compliance, connectivity to Fair-
grounds facilities and integration
with the soccer stadium.

Bristol Motor Speedway is a
wholly owned subsidiary of Speed-
way Motorsports, which owns and
operates eight state-of-the-art
sports entertainment venues na-
tionwide.

Key terms of the letter of intent,
signed late Thursday by Mayor
Cooper and Speedway Motor-
sports President and CEO Marcus
Smith, include:

• Metro would issue no more
than $50 million in bonds for race-
track renovations, as is already
specified in the Capital Improve-
ments Budget. Debt
service and project-
related expenses
would be fully cov-
ered by revenues
generated from rac-
ing and non-racing

event activities held at the track, in-
cluding lease payments, and taxes
and fees generated by track event
patrons.

• Under a lease and manage-
ment agreement, BMS would pay
Metro an annual lease payment for
track management and operations
and share a percentage of rev-
enues from events.  Additionally, for
four weeks a year, BMS would
lease all Fairgrounds property (ex-
cept for the MLS stadium and com-
mercial developments) for $1
million annually to host major rac-
ing events.

• BMS, which possesses
decades of major auto racing de-
sign, construction, and operations
experience, would serve as devel-
opment manager for track and fa-
cility renovations. Improvements
would include safety upgrades,
spectator amenities, and new an-
cillary facilities for both racing and
non-racing experiences.

• Noise mitigation would be an
integral part of the redesign and
track improvements.

• BMS is committed to an exten-
sive community engagement
process with neighborhood resi-
dents and Nashville organizations.

• The new operating model for
the speedway will provide the
neighborhoods around the track
with schedule certainty so resi-
dents know in advance when rac-
ing and practice will occur.

• BMS will renovate the race-
track to meet NASCAR safety and
design standards necessary to host
national series events and modern-
ize NFS as a multi-function facility
for non-racing special events to
generate tourism-related revenue
that is healthy for Nashville.

“We can work together to trans-
form Nashville Fairgrounds Speed-
way into an amazing multipurpose
entertainment destination,” said
Smith.  “Weʼre ready to roll up our
sleeves and go to work to fully re-
store the speedway, recruit national
events and breathe new life into a
venue that has a legendary status
in auto racing history.”

Partnering with Bristol Motor
Speedway is an opportunity to pre-
serve and reinvigorate one of
Nashvilleʼs unique entertainment
assets. “The Historic Fairgrounds
Speedway deserves an opportunity
to rekindle its great reputation.

(Continued Next Page)
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The relationship with
BMS racing is an in-
credible opportunity to
restore this track and
bring top tier racing
back home,” added
Butch Spyridon, Pres-
ident and CEO of the
Nashville Convention
& Visitors Corporation.

If the partnership
is approved, Speed-
way Motorsports
would expand its na-
tionally acclaimed
Speedway Childrenʼs
Charities to include

Nashville. The organizationʼs mis-
sion is to solve challenges affecting
young people, including health,
learning, homelessness, and other
issues, by supporting local charita-
ble partners. Since 1982, Speed-
way Childrenʼs Charities has
donated more than $60 million to
nonprofit partners nationwide.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Grandstand

seats for the March 21 Folds of
Honor QuikTrip 500 at Atlanta
Motor Speedway are sold out.

The Speedway sold the last of
its available grandstand tickets for
the NASCAR Cup Series event
today, reaching the capacity cur-
rently permitted by Georgia Gov.
Brian Kempʼs executive order.
While the grandstands have
reached their approved capacity for
the Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500,
fan experiences like infield camp-
ing, trackside camping, climate-
controlled fan suites, and Club One
access for Sunday, March 21, are
still available for purchase.

“We couldnʼt be more excited to
welcome race fans back to the
track later this month, especially
considering itʼs been two years
since weʼve had our grandstands
open for a NASCAR race,” said
AMS Executive Vice President and
General Manager Brandon Hutchi-
son. “Weʼre thankful for our local
and state leadership, colleagues at
NASCAR, and of course all the
fans that are joining us for making
this event possible.”

AMS estimates 20,000 fans will
be in attendance in its socially-dis-
tanced grandstands and suites for
the Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500.

Some grandstand seats remain
for the Fr8Auctions 200 and
EchoPark 250 doubleheader on
Saturday, March 20, and are cur-
rently available starting at $40 for
adults. Kids 12 and under are free
with a paid adult on Saturday.

For more information about the
Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 week-
end March 20-21, visit www.At-
lantaMotorSpeedway.com.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - XPEL, Inc.

(NASDAQ: XPEL) – a leading
provider of protective films and
coatings today announced a multi-
year sponsorship at Texas Motor
Speedway. The second race of the
2021 NTT INDYCAR SERIES dou-
bleheader, scheduled for Sunday,
May 2, will be called the XPEL
375. The race will be televised live
on NBCSN with coverage begin-
ning at 4 p.m. CT. 

XPEL is a leading provider of
protective films and coatings offer-
ing high-quality products, world-
class customer support and a
global network of trained installers.
By securing the naming rights for

the XPEL 375, the company ex-
pects to generate significant brand
exposure among core marketing
segments including authorized
dealers as well as consumers. The
race sponsorship is the Companyʼs
second major professional motor-
sports activation in as many years. 

“Last year we became the ʻOffi-
cial Protective Film Partnerʼ of
Team Penske and embarked on
our sponsorship journey with Josef
Newgarden and his No. 2 Chevro-
let,” said XPEL President and Chief
Executive Officer, Ryan Pape. “Our
new partnership with Texas Motor
Speedway solidifies our investment
in the sport and we are excited to
see how the race sponsorship will
drive increased brand awareness
to benefit our business.” 

The speedwayʼs early May race
date is new for 2021, replacing its
traditional June INDYCAR SERIES
race date which began and ran
continuously since its inaugural
season in 1997. Texas Motor
Speedway held a same-day INDY-
CAR SERIES doubleheader on
June 11, 2011, with each race pay-
ing half points toward the season
championship. Each race of this
seasonʼs doubleheader races will
pay full points.

“The XPEL 375 will be a second
fantastic day of NTT INDYCAR SE-
RIES excitement to kick off Texas
Motor Speedwayʼs 25th Season of
Speed,” said Texas Motor Speed-
way President and General Man-
ager Eddie Gossage. “Weʼre
thrilled to be working with yet an-
other industry leader, with roots
firmly established in Texas, to bring
the best in open-wheel racing to
race fans from across Texas and
throughout the country.” 

Texas Motor Speedway hosted

two events annually from 1998-
2004, with the second race held in
either September or October and
which served as the season finale
in all but 1998. The Great American
Speedway has hosted a total of 32
NTT INDYCAR SERIES races.

TICKETS: Tickets for Texas
Motor Speedwayʼs 2021 major
event season, including the NTT
INDYCAR SERIES Genesys 300
(May 1) and XPEL 375 (May 2), on
are sale now at https://www.texas-
motorspeedway.com/nascar-indy-
car-tickets/. 

MORE INFO: Keep track of all of
Texas Motor Speedwayʼs events by
following along on Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram. Keep up with all
the latest news and information on
the speedway website and TMS
mobile app.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Bold Rock,

the No. 2 hard cider brand in the
United States, has partnered with
Speedway Motorsports to take race
day experiences at Atlanta Motor
Speedway, Bristol Motor Speed-
way and Charlotte Motor Speed-
way to a bold new level of
excitement with the refreshing, de-
licious flavors of new Bold Rock
Hard Tea and Hard Lemonade.

Bold Rock launched the lineup
of Hard Teas and Lemonades in
late 2020 to continue on its path of
building Bold Rock into a multi-seg-
ment, total alcohol beverage brand.
Bold Rock is capitalizing on high
growth segments from cider, hard
seltzer, canned cocktails and now,
hard tea and lemonade.

As the “Official Hard Tea and
Hard Lemonade” of Atlanta Motor
Speedway (AMS), Bristol Motor
Speedway (BMS) and Charlotte
Motor Speedway (CMS), Bold
Rock will bring the familiar flavors
of tea and lemonade with a bold
kick to the world of motorsports, of-
fering new choices to fans on race
day. The “Bold Rock Bold Race
Day Experience” will enhance the
following race weekends:

• Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 on
March 21 (AMS), 

• Food City Dirt Race on March
28 (BMS), 

• Coca-Cola 600 on May 30
(CMS),

• Bass Pro Shops NRA Night
Race on September 18 (BMS). 

As part of the “Bold Rock Bold
Race Day Experience,” race fans
will have an opportunity to win fu-
ture race tickets, prizes and sample
a variety of Bold Rock products
across a wide spectrum of craft
beverage. Bold Rock Hard Tea and
Hard Lemonade also will be fea-

tured on the Performance Racing
Networkʼs national radio broad-
casts with the “Bold Move of the
Race” as selected by PRNʼs racing
radio analysts. Additionally, Bold
Rock Hard Tea and Hard Lemon-
ade will be awarding shoppers with
VIP race experiences through a
consumer sweepstakes at select
grocery and convenience stores in
the local race markets.

“We are thrilled to welcome Bold
Rock into our family of partners at
Speedway Motorsports and are
ready to introduce millions of race
fans to their Hard Tea and Hard
Lemonade products through our
speedways and PRN,” said Kevin
Camper, Speedway Motorsports
chief sales officer. “This dynamic
partnership is unique as it spans
across our national radio network
platform as well as our three
Speedway Motorsports venues in
the Southeast. Bold Rock will have
a wide sports marketing platform to
conduct its marketing activation in
Georgia, Tennessee and North
Carolina.”

“Bold Rock was founded on a
dream of bringing people together
to create special memories and
meaningful experiences while en-
joying our products, and what bet-
ter places to make great memories
amongst passionate race fans than
during race weeks at Bristol, Char-
lotte and Atlanta?,” said Derek De-
tenber, chief marketing officer of
Artisanal Brewing Ventures, Bold
Rockʼs parent company. “Through
this partnership with Speedway
Motorsports, we will not only acti-
vate around race day but also con-
nect with passionate and loyal race
fans all season long. Racing is a
bold sensory experience – the
spine-tingling rumble of the en-
gines, the sight of cars whipping
around the track and the fun loving,
thrill-seeking, and passionate fans
captivated by this sport. Those fans
are the perfect match for Bold Rock
Hard Tea and Hard Lemonade with
their bold flavor varieties and re-
freshing taste.  These brands will
satisfy on race days at the track or
while watching at home on TV.”   

Bold Rock Hard Tea and Hard
Lemonade are now available in 24
states including Virginia, North Car-
olina, South Carolina, Georgia and
Tennessee as well as the remain-
der of the East Coast and portions
of the Midwest - Florida, Maryland,
West Virginia, Delaware, Pennsyl-
vania, New York, New Jersey,
Ohio, Connecticut, Rhode Island,
Massachusetts, Vermont, New
Hampshire, Maine, Washington
DC, Illinois, Michigan, Kentucky
and Houston, Texas.
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Carteret County
Speedway

PELETIER, NC -
Bobby Watsonʼs
Carteret County
Speedway is adding
another high-stakes
showcase event to its
2021 season – The
Great American En-
durance Race on July
31, 2021.

The Great Ameri-
can Endurance Race
will be a six hour,
$6,000-to-win Enduro
race which runs off the
Carteret County

Speedway “Bomber” division rule-
book.  The Bomber division is de-
signed to be an affordable class of
racecar that allows backyard me-
chanics to race.

“Weʼre looking to have the
biggest Enduro race in the country
right here at Carteret County
Speedway,” track owner Bob Low-
ery said.  “The Great American En-
durance Race is the perfect
backyard build-off for racers and for
people who want the opportunity
just to go racing.”

The six-hour Enduro race will be
held with only green and red flag
racing with the red flag being dis-
played only for safety hazards.
Cars that have flat tires or are leak-
ing fluid will be required to come to
pit road for repairs.  Each car thatʼs
fielded can have three different
drivers compete throughout various
stages of the race with the winnerʼs
purse being divided among all the
drivers of the winning car, and there
will be other awards issued at The
Great American Endurance Race.

More information, such as
posted awards, entry fees, and
race regulations will be announced
in the coming weeks.

The 2021 season at Bobby Wat-
sonʼs Carteret County Speedway
will go green, with fans welcome to
attend, on Saturday, April 3rd.  The
Bomber division which the rules for
the July 31st event will employ will
be in action at the season opening
race.

For more information about
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official
website at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “like” Carteret County
Speedway on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter and In-
stagram.

Orange County Fair
Speedway

MIDDLETOWN, NY - Through-
out most of New York's Hudson

Valley, the ground is still covered in
a layer of icy white snow, as it usu-
ally is in early March. While for
many it may feel like weʼre still in
the depths of winter, OCFS race
fans know they are less than a
month away from the start of an-
other exciting season of dirt track
racing in Middletown, NY. This year,
like those before it, The Orange
County Fair Speedway is going
BIG for the first event of the sea-
son. The “OC OVAL KICKOFF 40”
will get the season started in 2021
on Saturday April 3rd with a $4,000
to win DIRTcar Big Block Modified
40-Lapper.

Though many top drivers have
begun their 2021 seasons in
Florida during Speedweeks, most
won't be settled into their regular
season home tracks by April 3rd,
giving them the ability to run the
“OC Oval Kickoff 40” without con-
flict. That combined with a $4,000
to win purse, is sure to entice the
countryʼs top Big Block Modified
drivers to register for what will be a
field of exceptional driving talent.

Of course, what would all that
matter if fans werenʼt able to see it?
For the entire 2020 season, grand-
stands at OCFS were shuttered,
with fans clamoring for precious
drive-in spots or streaming the
races online at home instead. Well,
2021 will not go down like that!
Grandstands are expected to be
open for The OC Oval Kickoff and
the rest of the season at OCFS!
Track management will still be tak-
ing extra precautions and limiting
the amount of seating available to
ensure proper social distance, but
FANS ARE BACK IN THE GRAND-
STAND FOR ʻ21! Of course, the
drive-in section will be back as it
has every year since 1967 AND
racing will continue to be
livestreamed for out-of-area fans
too!

Though it seems the worst of the
pandemicʼs fallout on racing is
over, it has forced OCFS manage-
ment into thinking outside of the
box when planning events. One out
of the box idea thatʼs come to
fruition, was a reinvention of the Big
Block Modified points series. The
new 12 race series features a mix
of special format or long-distance
races and regular Saturday Night
30-lap feature races, but the major
change comes in the form of a new
"playoffs" style system designed to
produce consistently exciting Big
Block racing all season. It will also
allow for both local competitors and
outside invaders to be competitive
for the points championship by win-
ning into the "playoffs".

All Big Block races will have a

unique combination of qualifying
procedures which will include vary-
ing types of pill draws ,Time Trials
and inversions which will be chal-
lenging and entertaining at the
same time (2020ʼs “Revenge” re-
draw returns on June 17th).

Beginning with the OC Oval
Kickoff (a conventional style pill
draw to determine heat race posi-
tions with a redraw to determine
the starting positions of the top
twelve) Big Block race winners will
automatically transfer to the “Final
Eight” which will cut off after the
July 10th “Big Block Final Eight”
event. The balance of the Final
Eight will be determined by the high
point drivers. Then it gets taken
down to the “Final Four” Big Blocks,
with the final Thursday night event
on September 2nd determining the
order of the final 4 by their finishing
positions. A simple new system that
shakes things up a bit may prove to
be controversial with some fans,
but OCFS Management and Brett
Hearn are confident it will create
one of the most interesting finales
in OCFSʼs long and storied history.

Shake it down weekend will pre-
cede the opener with open prac-
tices scheduled for March 27th and
28th. All teams are invited to partic-
ipate in the open practice. If you
are a driver or team planning on
competing at the “OC Oval Kickoff
40” please contact Doug Dulgarian
at ddulgarian@ocfsracing.com.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - As a new

season of auto racing dawns at
Selinsgrove Speedway, a fresh
face has joined the promotional
and management team at Selins-
grove Speedway as Selinsgrove
businessman Todd Benner has
joined Speedway Management
Group LLC, the management team
that currently heralds the historic
ovalʼs efforts. 

Benner, owner of nearby Selins-
grove Ford, has been involved in
local sprint car racing on a spon-
sorship level for over a decade and
has supplied the speedwayʼs pace
truck for some 20 years while sup-
porting the oval with other sponsor-
ship efforts.  

At the same time, fellow local
business leader Brian Scandle of
NRG Controls North, who has been
part of the management team since
its inception in 2016, will be in-
creasing his role at the facility.   

Both Scandle, of Sunbury, and
Benner plan on taking active roles
in not only speedway promotion but
in race night activity as well.  

“I'm excited to have Todd join
our team as we work to make

Selinsgrove Speedway a premium
race track in central PA,” Scandle
said. 

General Manager Steve Inch of
Lewisburg and majority partner
Mike Heffner of Hellertown will con-
tinue their roles as lead members
of the Selinsgrove management
team. 

Mike Heffner, well known as a
successful sprint car owner and
businessman, has been the driving
force in the promotion of the speed-
way since Speedway Management
Group LLC. was formed five years
ago. 

"I look forward to working with
both Todd and Brian,” says Heffner. 

“Together, their involvement will
add to the success of the speed-
way not only this year but into the
future as well.”  

His move into the role of pro-
moter at the speedway for the new
season comes naturally to the fifty-
five year old Benner, now a third-
generation owner of Selinsgrove
Ford. 

“I guess racing has always been
in my blood,” says Benner of his
move into promoter. 

“My dad (Ray) took me to the
track when he owned the Selins-
grove Motors #63 late model driven
by Paul Long in the 70ʼs and as I
started to get more involved at
Selinsgrove Ford, I wanted to have
a relationship with Selinsgrove
Speedway.”

Benner views his personal step
up at Selinsgrove Speedway as a
continuation of Selinsgrove Fordʼs
mission to be supportive of the
community. 

“Helping out in our community is
what Selinsgrove Ford is all about,”
Benner says.  

“My passion for the track has
only grown stronger. So Iʼm looking
forward to working with all the
Selinsgrove Speedway team mem-
bers to continue to improve the
track, to have great communication
with the owners and drivers, and to
have exciting racing for our grow-
ing fan base!”

Alan Kreitzer, an original mem-
ber of the Selinsgrove Speedway
promotional team, will now step
back from active management of
the speedway. 

"The team of Mike Heffner, Brian
Scandle and Todd Benner gives
Selinsgrove a great management
team moving forward", said Kre-
itzer "and I am very optimistic about
the future of Selinsgrove Speed-
way.”  

"We would like to thank Alan for
all of his efforts in helping with the
improvements at Selinsgrove

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Speedway since our
group took over pro-
motional duties in
2016,” noted Heffner. 

"While we started
as partners, we have
also become good
friends and I am happy
that Alan will continue
to be part of our team
in an advisory capac-
ity.”

General Manager
Inch, who has been in-
volved in the opera-
tions of the speedway
for more than 30

years, echoes Heffnerʼs thoughts,
“Iʼd like to thank Alan for his guid-
ance over the last five years to
keep Selinsgroveʼs racing tradition
alive and well,” he said. 

“I look forward to Todd joining
our promotional team for the trackʼs
75th anniversary.  The Benner fam-
ily is very generous in supporting
community organizations and the
speedway has been a beneficiary
of their support for many years.”

Benner and Selinsgrove Ford
will host Race Day At The Dealer-
ship coming up this Saturday from
10 am – 2 pm, offering season
schedules and seat sales.  

Selinsgrove Speedway will host
a practice session, open to any di-
vision on the 2021 schedule, one
week later on March 13 from 1 – 4
pm.  

And then the track will open the
2021 season coming up on March
20 at 2 pm with the Short Track
Super Series Northeast Modified
Icebreaker 40 and the Crate 602
Sportsman Modifieds. 

Keep up to date with all the lat-
est speedway news, results, infor-
mation and race status by visiting
the website and by following the
track on Twitter and Facebook.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - After host-

ing a practice session on March 13
from 1 – 4 pm, Selinsgrove Speed-
way will welcome the modified
stars of the Short Track Super Se-
ries coming up on Saturday, March
20 at 2 pm as they stage the sea-
son opener.   

The STSS stars and cars will
compete in the return of the Ice-
breaker to the track for the first time
in several years. 

STSS Modifieds will race 40 laps
for $5,000 to win, $1,000 for 10th
and $400 to take the green flag
from a purse totaling more than
$25,570 in the Icebreaker.   STSS
Crate 602 Sportsman will also take

part in a 25-lap feature with $1,500
going to the winner and $100 to
take the green flag.

Already announcing their plans
to compete in the big Selinsgrove
Speedway event for combined
modifieds are Matt Sheppard, Wa-
terloo, New York.; Andy Bachetti,
Sheffield, Massachusetts; Ryan
Watt, Boyertown; Michael Maresca,
Pierrepont, New York; Billy Pauch
Jr., Frenchtown, New Jersey;  Do-
minick Buffalino, Sayreville, New
Jersey; Jimmy Horton, Folsom,
New Jersey; and many, many
more.  

The most recent modified event
held at Selinsgrove Speedway was
back on March 15, 2013 when
Duane Howard scored in small
block competition.  

Billy Pauch Sr. won the last com-
pleted big block mod main a year
earlier on March 17. 

Danny Johnson of Rochester,
New York owns the most big block
modified wins in Selinsgrove
Speedway history with two while
Howard of Oley tops the small
block list with two wins as well.  

Gates for the March 20 STSS
Icebreaker at Selinsgrove Speed-
way open at 11 am with hot laps
slated for 1:15 pm and racing at 2.  

Adult general admission is $20
with students ages 12 – 17 admit-
ted for $15.  Kids ages 11 and
under are Free.  Pit passes are
priced at $40.  

Practice on Saturday, March 13
is open to any division on the 2021
slate of events. 

The 1 – 4 pm practice session
offers free general admission for
fans who want to take in the action. 

Pit passes will be $20.  
The speedway will then return a

week later, on Sunday, March 28 at
2 pm with March Madness for the
Modern Heritage 410 sprint cars
and the super late models.

The Modern Heritage sprints will
race for $4,000 to win while the
super late models compete for
$3,000 to win. 

Grandstand and pit gates for the
Sunday afternoon special will open
at 11:30 am.  

Justin Henderson of Tea, South
Dakota, has already announced his
intent to enter the Selinsgrove
March 28 event for sprint cars. 

Keep up to date with all the lat-
est speedway news, results, infor-
mation and race status by visiting
the website and by following the
track on Twitter and Facebook.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - It has

been four years since Terry Dease
has raced a full season at any

speedway. That will change in
2021.

Dease broke the long silence of
winter at South Boston Speedway
last Thursday when he arrived at
“Americaʼs Hometown Track” to do
some testing with his Late Model
Stock Car. He is the first driver to
test at South Boston Speedway in
2021.

The Oxford, North Carolina res-
ident was preparing to compete at
South Boston Speedway in 2021,
starting with the trackʼs season-
opening NASCAR Late Model Twin
75s racing program on Saturday af-
ternoon, March 20.

“I plan to run every race up here
this year, if we can,” Dease re-
marked.

“We havenʼt raced a full season
anywhere since 2017 when I won
the track championship at Orange
County Speedway. I really want to
do that again.”

The last race Dease competed
in at South Boston Speedway was
South Boston Speedwayʼs big pre-
July Fourth 200-lap race in 2019.  

“I miss this place,” Dease said of
South Boston Speedway.

“Iʼve always wanted to come
back and race here some more, but
finances wouldnʼt let us. We run
longer races here, and still do.
Now, South Boston Speedway has
gone to the two-tire rule. I like that,
and that is kind of what brought us
back.”

Dease has been racing for 35
years and is no stranger to follow-
ers of racing at South Boston
Speedway. He has won three
South Boston Speedway Limited
Sportsman Division championships
and has raced in the Late Model
Stock Car Division at South Boston

Speedway from time-to-time after
that. The desire to compete and be
competitive remains very much
alive for Dease.

“Iʼm 57-and-a-half years-old and
still have the passion for racing,” he
remarked with a smile.

“I still love to get behind the
wheel and I like to turn wrenches
on this thing. I still enjoy it and Iʼm
looking forward to running with the
guys up here this year.”

One of the things that excites
Dease about returning to competi-
tion at South Boston Speedway this
season is that he has family ties in
Halifax County, Virginia where
South Boston Speedway is located.

“My dad (Pete Dease, a former
racer who once won more than 30
races in one season) is originally
from Halifax County,” he pointed
out.

“Weʼve got a lot of family up this
way. Theyʼre excited weʼre going to
race up here.” 

Dease was pleased with the
progress he made with his car dur-
ing the testing session.

“Weʼre picking up a little more
speed than this car had in it last
year,” he pointed out.

“Iʼve done a bunch of things on
the car and weʼre picking up speed
here and there. Thereʼs no rubber
on the track but Iʼm getting com-
fortable with the car. I just wanted
to make sure that I what I put on
the car didnʼt fall off and that there
are no leaks or anything like that
going on.”

Dease has set modest goals as
he looks ahead to the 2021 South
Boston Speedway racing season.

“I just want to come out here and
run in the top 10 the first couple of

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Terry Dease of Oxford, North Carolina is pictured with the Late
Model Stock Car he will compete in during the 2021 season at
South Boston Speedway. South Boston Speedway will open its
2021 season on Saturday, March 20. (JOE CHANDLER/SBS photo)



(Continued…)

races and get used to
the track and the peo-
ple that are racing
here,” he explained.

“I want to be com-
petitive. I want to be in
the hunt. I want to be
in the top five at the
end of the year. Iʼm not
looking to win the
championship. Itʼs not
out of the question, but
youʼve got to be con-
sistent, and youʼve got
to outrun a lot of good
people. Weʼll just see
what plays out.”

The first action on South Boston
Speedwayʼs 2021 season calendar
is the trackʼs annual Open Practice
Day on Saturday, March 13. Prac-
tice begins at 10 a.m. and will con-
clude at 4 p.m. 

South Boston Speedway will
kick off its 64th season of racing on
Saturday, March 20 with the 2 p.m.
running of the NASCAR Late
Model Twin 75s racing program.
Twin 75-lap races for the NASCAR
Advance Auto Parts Weekly Series
Late Model Stock Car Division
highlight the afternoonʼs six-race
card.

The latest news and updates
about South Boston Speedway and
its racing events can be found on
the new South Boston Speedway
website at www.southboston-
speedway.com and on the speed-
wayʼs social media channels. Fans
can also subscribe for e-mail up-
dates on the speedwayʼs website.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - ESI

Equipment Inc. and Holmatro Res-
cue Tools have joined the South
Boston Speedway family, with ESI
Equipment Inc. being named The
Official Rescue Tool Supplier of
South Boston Speedway and Hol-
matro Rescue Tools being named
The Official Rescue Tool of South
Boston Speedway.

ESI Equipment Inc. is the new
safety services provider for South
Boston Speedway and will supply
Holmatro Rescue Tools to South
Boston Speedway.

ESI Equipment Inc. will be sup-
plying South Boston Speedway
with a Holmatro Rescue Tool Sys-
tem for on-track response to inci-
dents. The Holmatro Rescue Tool
System consists of a hydraulic Duo
Power Unit running two tools at the
same time, a 32-inch spreader, a
five-inch cutter and hoses to oper-
ate both. These tools will be capa-
ble of handling the demands of the

speedwayʼs safety crew in times of
an emergency.

ESI President John Evans is de-
lighted that South Boston Speed-
way accepted these products.

“ESI RaceTrack Safety Services
is extremely glad to be able to part-
ner with South Boston Speedway
to provide much needed safety
equipment,” Evans said.

“We are fortunate to be able to
place a repurposed Holmatro Res-
cue Tool system that once pro-
tected the public at the speedway.
These hydraulic rescue tools will
now have a new purpose and new
home on the track.”

The RaceTrack Safety Services
branch of ESI Equipment Inc.
works with many grassroots short
tracks, both asphalt and dirt, large
NASCAR tracks, and road courses
where sportscar races are held.
ESI Equipment Inc. supplies Hol-
matro Rescue Tools to Pocono
Raceway, South Boston Speed-
wayʼs sister track.

“We are thrilled to welcome ESI
Equipment Inc. to the South Boston
Speedway family,” said South
Boston Speedway Assistant Gen-
eral Manager Chase Brashears.

“Holmatro Rescue Equipment is
an internationally reknowned brand
in the rescue tools sector and they
have a lot of experience in race-
track safety services. ESI has built
a stellar motorsports program and
our partnership with them, along
with Holmatro, will elevate South
Boston Speedwayʼs track services
team to a new level.”

ESI Equipment Inc. was started
by first responders that understand
the challenges in fire, EMS, rescue,
law enforcement and other entities.
Made up of multiple divisions, ESI
Equipment Inc. has served as a
proven and reliable industry re-
source for 30 years. The com-
panyʼs innovation and dedication
make it the ultimate industry re-
source for specialized first respon-
der products and services.

Holmatro Incorporated has a
rich history of product development
and innovation. The company is a
known leader in manufacturing
high-performance rescue tools and
has over 40 years of experience
manufacturing high-pressure hy-
draulic equipment.

Since 1990, Holmatro Incorpo-
rated has been the official rescue
tool of Americaʼs top open-wheel
racing series. With the constant in-
novation and improvements in the
construction of racecars throughout
the countryʼs various racing series
it is vital that track safety crews
have rescue tools that can be used
with the latest technology evolving

in motorsports. Holmatro Incorpo-
ratedʼs involvement in motorsports
helps keep it focused on the mis-
sion of improving its current prod-
ucts as well as developing new
products and new solutions to the
world of rescue. 

South Boston Speedway will
hold its annual Open Practice Day
on Saturday, March 13. Practice
begins at 10 a.m. and will conclude
at 4 p.m. 

“Americaʼs Hometown Track”
will kick off its 64th season of racing
on Saturday, March 20 with the 2
p.m. running of the NASCAR Late
Model Twin 75s racing program.
Twin 75-lap races for the NASCAR
Advance Auto Parts Weekly Series
Late Model Stock Car Division
highlight the afternoonʼs six-race
card.

The latest news and updates
about South Boston Speedway and
its racing events can be found on
the new South Boston Speedway
website at www.southboston-
speedway.com and on the speed-
wayʼs social media channels. Fans
can also subscribe for e-mail up-
dates on the speedwayʼs website.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

With the dawn of the 2021 Stafford
Weekly Racing season right
around the corner, SK Modified®
driver Dan Wesson is ready for a
breakout season.  The 2021 sea-
son will mark Wessonʼs 7th season
of modified competition at Stafford
and his 4th season in the SK Mod-
ified® division.  Since moving into
the SK Modified® division in 2018,
Wesson has yet to run a full season
due to attending Wofford University
in Spartanburg, SC, where he was
the 2020 Southern Conference Air
Rifle Champion.  Wesson has since
transferred to Westfield State for

his junior year where he is major-
ing in Finance. Being closer to his
Monson, MA home will allow Wes-
son to run the full 2021 season.
The #92 Accurate Converter team
has also announced they have se-
cured the services of Stash Butova
as their crew chief.  Butova re-
places long time crew chief Brian
Sullivan, who will still be assisting
the #92 team on a part-time basis.

”Iʼm really excited to come back
and be committed to a full season,”
said Wesson.  “Itʼs been hard to
stay focused on racing between
going to school and not being
home but now that Iʼm home I can
put a lot more energy, time, and
focus into racing.  Stash [Butova]
has had a lot of success in the past
with drivers like Frank Ruocco and
Eric Berndt and he has a lot of wins
under his belt at Stafford.  Brian
[Sullivan] won the SK Light cham-
pionship last year and he has kids
of his own now so he has less time
to be helping us out but weʼll still be
parked next to each other in the
paddock area and heʼs still going to
help us whenever he can and weʼll
be helping him out whenever we
can.”

In only 3 seasons, Wesson en-
joyed a great deal of success in the
SK Light division, scoring a total of
10 wins while winning Rookie of the
Year in 2015 and finishing second
in the championship standings by
only 4 points in 2017.  Wesson has
found the going much tougher in
the SK Modified® division with only
2 top-5 finishes in 28 career starts
over 3 seasons, but he is confident
that having Butova as his crew
chief will help the #92 team to get
back to their successful ways.

“Everyone is excited to have
Stash on board and hopefully he
can bring some of his success to

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Dan Wesson is more than ready to continue his winning ways at
Stafford Motor Speedway in the SK Modified Division. (SMS photo)



(Continued…)

our team,” said Wes-
son.  “Weʼve struggled
in the past with bad
luck and some driver
error every once in a
while but weʼre looking
forward to having
Stash hopefully trans-
form some of our bad
luck into success.”

Wessonʼs career
best finish to date in
the SK Modified® divi-
sion is a fourth place
finish from July 19,
2019.  Wesson feels
like the addition of Bu-

tova to his crew will help him to
achieve his first career SK Modi-
fied® feature victory.

“With Stash coming on board I
feel pretty confident we can get our
first win this season and I have no
doubt weʼll at least get a top-5 fin-
ish,” said Wesson.  “Weʼre slowly
working our way towards the front
of the pack and finishing races to
get ourselves in a good position in
the handicap so we can take ad-
vantage of the times when we have
a good starting position in a fea-
ture.  Stashʼs knowledge of car se-
tups should be a big help for us
getting the car to be able to com-
pete weekly for wins.  We tried a lot
of stuff that we ran with the SK
Light car on the SK car and there
just seemed to be a missing con-
nection somewhere.”

One main area of focus that
Wesson will be looking for Butova
to help overcome is the transition
that the Stafford half-mile asphalt
goes through from day to night and
the adjustments that need to be
made to the car in order to be a
front runner during feature time at
night.

“I think our biggest struggle has
been finding a nighttime setup and
Stash can help with that,” said
Wesson.  “Stafford is a tricky track
with the amount of changes you
need to make to the car between
daytime and nighttime and you
donʼt really see that at any other
tracks, Stafford is in a league of its
own.  Itʼs like a switch goes off in
the car and it becomes much more
difficult to drive at night.”

The first few weeks of the 2021
season will almost be like Wesson
is a SK Modified® rookie all over
again as he will have to learn and
get dialed into a new car setup, so
his expectations for the 2021 sea-
son are a bit tempered.

“At the beginning of the season
we want to get adjusted to the new
car setup and then work on build-

ing up from top-10 to top-5 finishes
and hopefully a win.  The longer we
work together the more comfort-
able Iʼll be driving the car but itʼs
going to be baby steps at first and
then hopefully we can build up to
being a winning car.  The first cou-
ple of weeks are going to give us a
good idea of where weʼre at with
the car and what the year will look
like for us.  Weʼll see if we can jump
out and have success right away or
weʼll find out how much more work
we need to do in the shop to find
success.  I have to thank Ceric
Fabrication, Accurate Converter,
and all of our other sponsors who
jumped back on board with us for
this season.  Weʼre very excited
with the changes weʼve made to
the team and weʼre always open to
any additional sponsors who want
to join our team.  I think we can
have a very successful season.”

Wesson will kick off the 2021 SK
Modified® season at Stafford with
a double header of feature events
on Saturday, April 24 as part of
NAPA Auto Parts Opening Day fes-
tivities and Sunday, April 25 with
the 49th Annual NAPA Spring Siz-
zler®.  Tickets for these 2 events
are available and on sale now at
www.staffordspeedway.com and
fans are encouraged to purchase
their tickets now before capacity
limits are reached.  

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Motor Speedway will kick
off its 2021 race season with NAPA
Auto Parts Opening Day on Satur-
day, April 24 with the Granite State
ProStock Series headlining a 5 di-
vision card of racing action.  Among
the headline GSPSS drivers will be
31-year old Joey Polewarczyk, Jr.
from Hudson, NH.  Polewarczyk,
driver of the #97 Poleʼs Automotive
Ford is the defending champion of
the Granite State Series, winning
the championship in his first full
season of GSPSS competition.
Polewarczyk wins in the prestigious
Milk Bowl in 2010 and the Oxford
250 in 2012.  The 75-lap GSPSS
feature event on NAPA Auto Parts
Opening Day will mark Polewar-
czykʼs debut appearance behind
the wheel at Stafford and he is
looking forward to the challenge.

“Iʼve never raced at Stafford be-
fore,” said Polewarczyk.  “I helped
out a K & N team back around
2007 or 2008 and thatʼs the only
time Iʼve been to Stafford.  Itʼs al-

ways unique and challenging any-
time you go to a new track.  Iʼve
watched a lot of videos and that
kind of stuff from Stafford and it
looks like itʼs a racy track and very
fast.  I think the Granite State cars
will get going pretty good around
Stafford and it looks like a fun track
and Iʼm definitely looking forward to
trying it out.”

The GSPSS entry list currently
stands at 22 drivers with 8 former
or current Stafford regulars and 14
GSPSS drivers.  The Stafford reg-
ular list includes five former track
champions in Cory Casagrande,
Adam Gray, Devin OʼConnell, Keith
Rocco, and Jeremy Sorel along
with Mike OʼSullivan, Mike
Scorzelli, and Alexander Pearl.
OʼSullivan is also a 2-time GSPSS
champion while OʼConnell is the
2018 GSPSS champion.  The
Granite State regulars are head-
lined by Polewarczyk as well as
feature winners Angelo Belsito,
Josh King, Dave Darling, and D.J.
Shaw.  With a mixture of drivers
who have plenty of experience at
Stafford versus drivers who will be
seeing the track for the very first
time, Polewarczyk feels like he and
his fellow GSPSS regulars will be
at a small disadvantage.  

“Iʼm sure the guys who race
Stafford weekly will have a little bit
of an upper hand because they
know the characteristics of the
track and how it reacts on long runs
and things like that,” said Polewar-
czyk.  “Everyone is excited to go to
a new track and try something dif-
ferent and a lot of the guys who run

the Granite State series are from
that area, so I think youʼll see a
good mix of drivers and itʼll be any-
oneʼs race to win.  Weʼre going to
give it all weʼve got and try to get
the car where we want it handling
and hopefully the rest will take care
of itself.  If we can get the car to
turn and get the car to have good
drive off the corner we should be all
right.” 

The mixture of Stafford veterans
and Granite State regulars has
Polewarczyk feeling like the 75-lap
GSPSS feature has all the promise
of delivering 75-laps of thrilling ac-
tion.  

“All the Granite State races last
year were pretty close,” said Pole-
warczyk.  “Thereʼs a bunch of dif-
ferent guys who can win on any
given week and when you add that
to a new track with some of the reg-
ulars who are all really good at
Stafford, I think the race will be very
competitive.  Guys like Ray Chris-
tian, Angelo Belsito, and Joey Do-
iron will all be tough and I think
there will be at least 10 cars that
will have a legit shot at winning the
race.”

With no prior driving experience
at Stafford, the opening laps of the
first practice session will be of ut-
most importance to Polewarczyk
and the rest of the GSPSS regulars
can begin to get a feel for the half-
mile facility and start to dial their
cars in for qualifying and the 75-lap
feature event.

“The first laps on the track are
going to be huge for everybody,”

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Defending GSPSS champion Joey Polewarczyk
will be looking for a win in the 2021 Stafford
Motor Speedway opening day. (SMS photo)



(Continued…)

said Polewarczyk.
“Weʼre hoping to un-
load the car and be
somewhat close to
what we need right out
of the gate and work
on fine tuning things.
Stafford is the first
Granite State race of
the 2021 season so
everyone is going to
be itching to get back
to the track and go
racing.  If we can start
the year off with a win
or at least a good fin-
ish, that can really help

set the tone for how the year is
going to go.  Everyone wants to do
well in the first race and our hope
is to keep all the fenders on the car
and be there at the end to try to win
the race.”

Tickets for the April 24 NAPA
Opening Day are available and on
sale now through www.stafford-
speedway.com.  Adult General Ad-
mission tickets are $35 with kids
6-14 $10 and kids 5 & under free.

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Long-time Stafford Speedway part-
ner Call Before You Dig has signed
on to sponsor the May 14th Call
Before You Dig Modified Open 81.
In addition to serving as the title
sponsor for the May 14th event,
Call Before You Dig will also pres-
ent the Call Before You Dig Modi-
fied Challenge, a new points
partnership between Stafford
Speedway and the Tri-Track Modi-
fied Series.

“After the challenges that every-
one faced during 2020, 2021 feels
like an opportunity to start fresh
and make improvements,” ex-
plained Call Before You Dig Con-
necticut representative Derek
Brown. “Call Before You Dig con-
tinuously promotes excavation
safety and the Call Before You Dig
81 Modified Open will help us
broadcast our message.  This year
we want to spread the word that
Call Before You Dig recently
launched a new free online educa-
tion course on CBYD.com to help
excavators and homeowners im-
prove their Call Before You Dig
knowledge.” 

The May 14th Call Before You
Dig Open Modified 81 is the first of
4 Open Modified events scheduled

at Stafford Speedway in 2021.
Open Modified racing continues to
grow at Stafford Speedway with a
mix of Stafford regulars and Modi-
fied invaders tackling the half-mile.
Last season the Stafford regulars
dominated with Marcello Rufrano,
Keith Rocco, Ronnie Williams, and
Woody Pitkat all scoring victories.
All 4 plan to return for each Open
Modified event in 2021 alongside
Modified stars such as Eric
Goodale, Jon McKennedy, Chase
Dowling, and more. 23 teams have
already registered for all Open
Modified events including the Call
Before You Dig Open Modified 81.

In addition to the CBYD Open
81, Call Before You Dig will also
present the Modified Challenge, a
new point series that will pay the
winner $8,110. Continuing the
alignment that began in 2020 with
the Modified Classic, race teams
will earn points at the four Stafford
Speedway Open Modified events
as well as Tri-Track Modified Series
events.

“Call Before You Dig had a great
experience working with Stafford
Speedway and the Tri Track Open
Modified Series for the CBYD Mod-
ified Classic 81 event last fall.” con-
tinued Brown. “This year Call
Before You Dig is excited to join
forces again with SMS, Tri Track
and, Green Construction Manage-
ment, LLC. for the Call Before You
Dig Modified Challenge. With
everyone eager to attend regular
racing events this year this points
award gives Call Before You Dig
another great opportunity to remind
everyone how important damage
prevention is.”

Drivers must finish in the top-10
in Stafford Speedway Open Modi-
fied or Tri-Track Modified feature
events to earn Call Before You Dig
Modified Challenge points with
race winners receiving 10 points
and each subsequent position
worth one less point with the 10th
place finisher receiving 1 point. The
driver with the highest point total
from the combination of 10 Stafford
Open Modified and Tri-Track Mod-
ified feature events at the end of
the 2021 season will receive
$8,110. 

“The winner of the Call Before
You Dig Modified Challenge will re-
ceive $8,110.00 reflecting the 811
phone number for Call Before You
Dig. 811 is the national call-before-
you-dig phone number, anyone
who plans to dig should call 811 or
go to www.cbyd.com before dig-
ging to request that the approxi-
mate location of buried utilities be
marked with paint or flags so that
you donʼt unintentionally dig into an

underground utility line.”   
Registration for Stafford Speed-

wayʼs Open Modified events is now
open online, with discount registra-
tion pricing available through
March 15th. Race teams can com-
plete their registration online at
staffordspeedway.com/store . 

More About Call Before You Dig:
Call Before You Dig is a free serv-
ice to anyone excavating within the
state of Connecticut. It is the law.
Call Before You Dig service en-
ables excavators to obtain informa-
tion on the location of underground
utility pipes and cables in the area
of the proposed work site. This
knowledge will help protect the ex-
cavators from harm and the facili-
ties from damage.

CBYD's mission is to "Provide
communication and education to
improve safety when excavating”.
Examples of projects requiring an
e-ticket or a call to 811 would be
digging for a new pool, a mailbox,
landscaping and planting trees, or
a deck.  Digging only a few inches
can pose risks.  CBYD provides
guidelines in separate manuals for
professional excavators and home-
owners on its website,
www.cbyd.com.  Homeowners or
excavators can simply log on for an
e-ticket or call 811 at no cost and
the CBYD staff will guide people
through the process to protect
against a range of problems, from
the inconvenience of disrupted util-
ity service to the potential of explo-
sions or electrocutions.

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

Williams Grove Speedway
MECHANICSBURG, PA - Open-

ing day at Williams Grove Speed-
way is a tradition that dates back to
the maiden season in 1939 when
The Flying Dutchman, Tommy Hin-
nershitz of Oley claimed the very
first race held at the track.  

And another chapter in Williams
Grove lidlifter history is set to unfold
this Sunday, March 14 at 2 pm
when the 2021 season opener is
spun off featuring the Lawrence
Chevrolet 410 sprint cars. 

Presented by Hoosier, gates for
Opening Day 2020 will open at
noon with the sprint cars racing for
a $5,500 payday in a 25-lap main
event.   

Adult general admission is set at
$15 with youth ages 13-20 admit-
ted for just $10 while kids ages 12
and under are always admitted for
FREE at Williams Grove Speed-
way.

A host of prominent and some
not so well known names dot the
opening day win list at Williams
Grove Speedway. 

Hinnershitz, a AAA East cham-
pion in his career, claimed a total of
three openers. 

Other top names of the 1940s
and 1950s that scored the Williams
Grove opener included Ted Horn,
Jimmy Bryan, Johnny Mackison Sr.
and more. 

On his way to immortality for
fans of the 1960s and 1970s, Leroy
Felty scored the opener twice in his
career, in 1961 and 1966.  

A Texan destined for greatness
by the name of AJ Foyt took the vic-
tory in 1964. 

Another man on his way to rac-
ing immortality, Jan Opperman hit
the local scene for his first of three
Williams Grove opening day wins in
1970. 

Other popular winners of the
1960s and 1970s included Kenny
Weld, Dick Tobias, Kramer
Williamson, Smokey Snellbaker,
Ray Tilley and Bobby Allen. 

The duo of Lynn Paxton and
Keith Kauffman struck for a total of
five lidlifter wins in the decade of
the 1980s while a virtual unknown
in sprint cars, Kevin Collins, up-
ended the field in 1983. 

The 1990s dawned with Kenny
Adams scoring a victory before
Don Kreitz Jr. and Fred Rahmer
each took a pair of opener wins. 

Brian Paulus closed the decade
with what was perhaps considered
an upset win before a youngster
from Enumclaw, Washington,
began the 2000s with an undis-
puted upset, coming at the hands
of a pre-Nascar Kasey Kahne. 

Greg Hodnett would etch his
name on the historical first race win
list twice during the 2000s while fa-
miliar names like Lance Dewease,
Crish Eash, Kreitz and Rahmer
would return along with a popular
win for underdog Mike Erdley of
Elizabethville. 

Rahmer and Hodnett continued
winning into the 2010s while first
time checkers went to Danny Diet-
rich and Lucas Wolfe of Mechan-
icsburg. 

By far, the upset of the decade
of the 2010s came at the hands of
New Oxfordʼs Gerard McIntyre Jr.
in 2014.  

Last year, California invader
Carson Macedo took the victory for
his first career oval victory. 

Keep up to date on all the latest
speedway news and information by
visiting the ovalʼs official website lo-
cated at www.williamsgrove.com or
by following the track on Twitter
and Facebook.
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