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Busch
Brothers

Battle
Kurt Finishes on Top



HAMPTON, Ga. –
Everyone in NASCAR
would have you be-
lieve things are going

swimmingly. Fans are filling grand-
stands, competition on the
track is improved and there
is a sudden interest for new
owners to join the show.

But several drivers are
concerned about the grow-
ing disconnect between the
sanctioning body, promo-
tors and race teams.

Itʼs clear the Atlanta
Motor Speedway needs to
be repaved, especially after
huge potholes forced a delay in
Sundayʼs race. What has drivers
questioning track owner Speedway
Motorsports Inc. was the decision
to make radical changes to the
track without advanced notice or
getting any input from the drivers.

“I got blindsided,” Joey Logano
said.

For years, Atlanta has been one
of the most popular race tracks for
drivers. The pavement is worn and
rickety, which puts a premium on a
driverʼs ability to save his tires dur-
ing a full fuel run. After years of
patchwork fixes, SMI started dig-
ging up the track on Monday –
hours after Kurt Busch earned his
spot in the NASCAR Playoffs with
a victory against his younger
brother, Kyle Busch.

What caught everyone off guard
was the announcement a week ago
the 1.54-mile track not only would
get new asphalt, but the turns
would go from 28 degrees to vari-
able banking from 24 to 28 de-
grees. Moreover, the track will be
narrowed from 55 feet to 40. The
last time the track was repaved
was 1997, which compared to the
Dover International Speedway
made it the second-oldest pave-
ment in NASCAR.

The track relied on computer
simulation for its overhaul, not the
advice of the people who have to
race on it.

“Just a broken down process
and thatʼs what is so frustrating.

The process is just broken,” Denny
Hamlin said. “I look at a lot of the
responses and people are like,
ʻwhy should they listen to you all
because youʼre always going to

look at whatʼs in your best
interest and agenda is.ʼ

“The thing is, as
drivers, just tell us the
agenda. Do you want
speedway racing here?
OK. We donʼt like it, but
hereʼs what you need to
do to get there. Weʼll help
you accomplish that, just
tell us the goal. Donʼt mix
the message by saying

youʼre going to see something
youʼve never seen and they show
a clip of iRacing cars racing in a
pack, but yet you want your surface
to match the old. Thatʼs counter-in-
tuitive, you canʼt make it narrower
and a superspeedway. Those two
things donʼt match up. Again, I think
we can help, weʼre an asset. We
are the biggest asset that NASCAR
and these tracks can have, just tell
us your goals. We may not agree
with the goal, but we can help them
get to where they want to go.”

Hamlin was just getting warmed
up.

“Each track operator has their
own agenda. [International Speed-
way Corporation] and SMI, they do
things a little bit differently. SMI is
very fan-friendly. What do the fans
want? We just want to do whatever
it takes to make the fans happy and
put on a great show for them. ISC
is a little mix of competition.

“Where the disconnect is, is we
just have to stop with the novelties.
Be what weʼre good at and letʼs just
do that. Why are we trying to reach
outside of what NASCAR has al-
ways been about for a long time?
Trans-Am is not as popular as us
for a reason. We are big, heavy
stock cars on ovals and weʼre full
contact. Thatʼs why people strive
and want to be in NASCAR. I hate
that weʼre going away from that
through novelties.”

Many drivers said SMI repaving
jobs at the Bristol Motor Speedway,

Kentucky Speedway and Texas
Motor Speedway have created
more follow-the-leader racing
where there are fewer passes.

Kevin Harvick said he believes
why SMI didnʼt include any drivers:
“Iʼm just of the opinion that they
donʼt care. They just do what they
want.”

Confusion in Atlanta and the lack
of information concerning crash
data for the Next Gen cars have
drivers rethinking about organizing.
Once considered a career-ending
idea, some drivers said the now-
disbanded driverʼs council needs to

be replaced by an organized group
with bargaining power. Bill France,
who banned Curtis Turner in 1961
for trying to organize a union, would
have to wonder how far his sport
has veered off track.

“Drivers need to get organized.
They just need to get together.
Again, this is their future,” Hamlin
said. “This is their health and they
deserve to understand and have a
voice whether it be on safety, com-
petition or whatever. Drivers de-
serve to have that. They are a big
part of this sport, they are why peo-
ple tune in every single week. We
can make arguments about any-
thing else, but ultimately if people
want to watch stock cars, they
would tune into MAV TV every sin-
gle week. They donʼt. They come to
watch Kyle Larson, Kyle Busch and
those guys. They are the reason
people tune in every week. They
should have the voice.”

Logano said thereʼs an easier
way to build a working relationship
between the tracks, sanctioning
body and race teams – communi-
cation.

“Thereʼs a way to communicate
with all of us. Itʼs pretty simple,” he
said. “Itʼs not like we need some-
thing formally structured. I think we
could all be big boys about it and
talk about things. Itʼs a small group.
We all see the same people every
week, so itʼs not too hard to call
somebody no matter what it is. Iʼm
not just saying this about the race-
track, no matter what it is. Iʼm a big
fan of communicating, so thatʼs all it
takes.”

Until then, the disconnect will
only get worse, which isnʼt good for
anybody. 
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Kurt Busch out-
dueled his younger
brother Kyle Busch in
the pairʼs fourth career
1-2 finish to secure his
2021 NASCAR Cup
Series Playoffs posi-
tion and take his 33rd
career victory in Sun-
dayʼs Quaker State
400 Presented by
Walmart.

Busch, 42, has been particularly
good at the 1.5-mile Atlanta Motor
Speedway. Sundayʼs win was his
fourth there, most among the cur-
rent field, and the last trophy given
before the historic NASCAR track
is repaved and reconfigured going
forward.

More importantly Sundayʼs work
was a big statement for Busch, who
started the race with only a 25-point
buffer in the championship stand-
ings with six races left to set the 16-
driver Playoffs field. Now with the
win, heʼs “in,” and his emotions
climbing out of Chip Ganassi Rac-

ingʼs No. 1 Chevrolet certainly re-
flected the relief and joy. 

He simultaneously earned a
Playoffs position and evened the
score with his brother – each have
won two races in the four times
they have finished first and second.

“Hell yeah, we beat Kyle,ʼʼ a
smiling Kurt Busch said after climb-
ing out of his car, putting his fists in
the air and turning toward the
cheering crowd in the grandstands.

“What a battle on an old-school
race track,ʼʼ said Busch, who has
33 career NASCAR Cup Series
wins.

“Itʼs been one of those years
where I knew we were going to
have our back against the wall, just
above the [Playoffs] cut-off line and
needed to race hard and race
smart.ʼʼ

Not too surprisingly, Kyle
Buschʼs mood standing by his car
on pit lane was markedly different
than his brotherʼs. He felt like Kurtʼs
Chip Ganassi Racing teammate
Ross Chastain interfered a bit as

the two brothers were fighting for
the race lead while navigating
lapped traffic.

Kurt led a race high 144 of the
267 laps – the most heʼs led in a
single race since 2015 (291 laps at
Richmond, Va.) and the two each
won a Stage. Kurt came out behind
his brother on track when the final
round of pit stops cycled out, but ul-
timately passed Kyle for good with
25 laps remaining and crossed the
finish line 1.237 seconds ahead of
his brother. Kyle was able to pull
alongside Kurt with seven to go,
but unable to make the pass in
lapped traffic.

“I gave everything I had there
early and then just smoked it be-
hind the 42 [Chastain] obviously,
shows you what kind of driver he
is,ʼʼ Kyle Busch said.  “Just trying to
fight hard after that when I got
passed.

“Great effort, the guys gave me
a great piece,ʼʼ Kyle continued.
“The 1 (Kurt Busch) was definitely
better than us today, I just thought I
had him.ʼʼ

Kyleʼs Joe Gibbs Racing team-
mate Martin Truex Jr. finished third,
rallying from a 37th place starting
position. Hendrick Motorsports
driver Alex Bowman was fourth fol-
lowed by  Ryan Blaney, who won at

Atlanta this March.
Tyler Reddick, Georgia native

Chase Elliott, Christopher Bell, Matt
DiBenedetto and Brad Keselowski
rounded out the Top-10.

Noticeably absent from that
group is the seriesʼ only four-race
winner Kyle Larson. He ran among
the top five for most of the race, but
was penalized for speeding on pit
road during his final pit stop. He in-
stead finished 18th.

Championship points leader
Denny Hamlin, who is still looking
for his first win of 2021, finished
13th. He also was handed a pit
road penalty early in the race,
which was red-flagged for about 20
minutes just after the completion of
Stage 2 so track workers could re-
pair the track surface.

The series moves to the New
Hampshire Motor Speedway 1-
miler next week for the Foxwood
Resort Casino 301 (3 p.m. ET,
NBCSN, PRN, SiriusXM NASCAR
Radio).

With five races remaining to set
the 16-driver Playoffs field, 12 driv-
ers have now earned automatic
bids with a race victory. Hamlin,
Kevin Harvick, who rallied to an
11th place finish Sunday, Austin Dil-
lon and Reddick are the four high-
est-ranked drivers on points.

NA
SC

AR
 Cu

p S
eri

es Kurt Wins in Busch
Family Duel; Secures

Playoffs Bid

Kurt Busch (1) leads his brother Kyle (18)
through lapped traffic to make his way to his
win in the Quaker State 400 at Atlanta Motor
Speedway. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY
photo)



Kyle Busch
earned his record
102nd NASCAR Xfin-
ity Series race victory
Saturday afternoon in
the Credit Karma
Money 250 at Atlanta
Motor Speedway –
taking the checkered

flag in overtime to top a perfect 5-
for-5 record in Xfinity starts this
season.

The winningest driver in series
history proclaimed Saturdayʼs work
to be his final curtain call, the two-
time NASCAR Cup Series cham-
pion saying he would no longer
compete in the Xfinity Series.

Ironically, in what should have
been his biggest bow before the
fans – his traditional victory cele-
bration – Busch, 36, opted for a
more subdued acknowledgement
of the win. He placed the flag inside
his Joe Gibbs Racing No. 54 Toy-
ota and conceded the win wasnʼt
exactly how he wanted to add to his
historic victory tally. 

On the previous restart with only
six laps remaining, Busch was be-
hind his Joe Gibbs Racing team-
mate Daniel Hemric and gave him
a bumper-push forward to help the
two get in front of the field. But
Hemricʼs No. 18 JGR Toyota in-
stead wiggled sideways, made
contact with another car and
hooked into the outside wall; the
wreck forcing the overtime finish.

It had looked as if Busch, who
led a race best 98 laps, and Hemric
were going to settle the trophy be-
tween themselves. A victory for the
30-year old Hemric, would have
been his first in any of NASCARʼs
premier series. He now has 105
Xfinity Series starts and nine run-
ner-up finishes. On Saturday, he
finished 30th.

“Not quite the win we were hop-

ing for,ʼʼ Busch said, “a little bit of a
somber win, I guess, not just for it
being it the last one, but for the way
it kind of happened. 

“Really hate it for my teammate
Daniel Hemric there on the front
stretch. Just trying to get to him, try-
ing to push him, trying to hit him
and get him moving forward. We hit
that bump there on the track at the
same time and it kind of juked his
car and he was across traffic, I
guess. Ended up wrecked, which
was not all how I foresaw that all
going.

“But we were able to push our
way through and get on to victory
lane.ʼʼ

Added Busch, who won both
stages and now has led an Xfinity
Series record 20,088 laps, “He
probably was going to have us
beat, you know. Whoever got
ahead off of Turn 2 on a restart was
probably going to circle back
around and take the checkered.ʼʼ

For his part, an obviously disap-
pointed Hemric had very little to say
on the team radio when the inci-
dent happened on-track, but spoke
to reporters on pit road after the
race and remained upbeat despite
the frustrating situation.

“What could have been, right,
thatʼs all you can think about,ʼʼ
Hemric told NBCSN on pit road.
“On the flipside, you canʼt change
it. Obviously, I know it wasnʼt inten-
tional by no means. I did spin the
tires a little bit, we were on scuffed
tires there.

“I thought we got rolling there the
best we could, and Kyle just went
to push me and help out momen-
tum in the bottom lane. Right when
he went to hook on my back
bumper, thereʼs a swell there right
before you turn into one Turn 1.
The way the car loads there, and
the bumpers didnʼt align and it shot

me right there.
“I know it wasnʼt intentional but

at the end of the day, Iʼm talking to
you guys with a torn-up race car.
This sucks.”

“I donʼt know if I should have
been expecting something different
than what happened,ʼʼ Hemric con-
tinued. “But as soon as he touched
me I never had a chance. Thatʼs a
product of taking off in a restart
zone on older tires and weʼre all
doing all we can. 

“Just unfortunate, but congrats
to those guys theyʼve been on top
of it and our day will come."

Kaulig Racingʼs Jeb Burton fin-
ished second to Busch by .550-
seconds, followed by JR
Motorsports driver Noah Gragson,
who was leading the field to green
following a caution period in the
middle of the race only to have to

drop into the pits to repair a punc-
tured tire just before the restart. He
was 31st at the time and rallied all
the way to third. It was his best
showing since a runner-up finish at
Martinsville in early April – 12 races
ago.

Burtonʼs teammate Justin Haley
finished fourth and Ty Dillon earned
his best showing of the season with
a fifth-place run. Brett Moffitt, Justin
Allgaier, Jeremy Clements, rookie
Sam Mayer, championship leader
Austin Cindric and Austin Dillon
rounded out the Top-10.

It was a particularly impressive
run for Austin Dillon, who got the
call to substitute for Michael Annett
in the JR Motorsports No. 1
Chevrolet only minutes before the
race started. He was on the team
radio asking for the name of his
crew chief and his spotter just after
the field took the green flag.

With only eight races remaining
to set the 12-driver Xfinity Series
Playoffs field, Cindric, a four-race
winner, continues to lead the
standings by 74 points over All-
mendinger and Hemric is third.

The series races next in the Am-
better Get Vaccinated 200 at New
Hampshire Motor Speedway on
Saturday (3 p.m. ET, NBCSN,
PRN, SiriusXM NASCAR Radio).
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s Kyle Busch Earns
Historic NASCAR

Xfinity Series Victory in
Overtime Thriller 

Kyle Busch 
ended his 

Xfinity racing
career with a
win at Atlanta
Motor
Speedway and
celebrated in
victory lane
Saturday.
(DAVID GRIF-
FIN photo)

Kyle Busch (54) is poised to give his JGR teammate Daniel Hemric (18) a push to the front on a
restart which unfortunately ended up with Hemric spinning and Busch winning the race in over-
time. (DAVID GRIFFIN photo)





KNOXVILLE, IA -
At the end of a re-
markable race on an
equally remarkable
race track, Austin Hill
took home the trophy
in Friday nightʼs Corn
Belt 150 at Knoxville
Raceway. 

After a fourth attempt at over-
time in the inaugural NASCAR
Truck Series event at the iconic .5-
mile dirt track, Hill scored his first
victory of the season in a race that
featured 14 cautions and a 17-car
pileup in Turn 1 that could rival the
biggest “Big One” at Talladega. 

Moments after Hill took the
checkered flag to end the fourth
overtime, fireworks exploded in
Turn 3, but they bore pale compar-
ison with the pyrotechnics that
punctuated a race that extended 29
laps past its scheduled distance of
150 circuits. 

The decisive moment was much
more subtle. After a Lap 171
restart—the third-overtime—Hill
nosed ahead of Chandler Smith,
who had done yeoman work on old
tires and led seven times for a
race-high 71 laps. 

A four-car incident involving
Tyler Ankrum, Stewart Friesen,
Zane Smith and Johnny Sauter

caused the final caution, with Hill
having led at the previous scoring
loop. That was all Hill needed to
hold the point from the inside lane
on the final overtime restart. 

Two laps later, he crossed the
finish line 1.207 seconds ahead of
a disappointed Smith, who saw his
chance to escape the NCWTS
Playoffs bubble with a win evapo-
rate in the last shootout. 

The victory was the seventh of
Hillʼs career. 

“Man, I thought we were out of
it,” said an elated Hill, who had
shown speed throughout the race
but fell back from the second posi-
tion after a restart on Lap 73. “I
thought we were out of it for a little
bit. I had that restart outside of the
38 (Todd Gilliland) earlier in the
race, and I fell back all the way to
like 20th. 

“I didnʼt think we were going to
make it back up. Track position was
huge. It was really hard to get
around people—you had to kind of
rough ʻem up a little bit to get
around ʻem. But we donʼt stop, we
donʼt quit, even when we think
weʼre down and out.” 

With the victory, Hill clinched a
spot in the Playoffs. Smith, on the
other hand, will have to sweat out
the final regular-season race Aug.

7 at Watkins Glen, though he holds
a relatively comfortable 40-point
lead over Derek Kraus for the final
Playoff berth. 

Kraus won the first and second
stages Friday and finished fifth by
avoiding most of the chaos at the
end of the race. 

The 17-truck crash ignited in
Turn 1 seconds after the field took
the green flag for the first overtime
on Lap 154. Among the many vic-
tims was 10-time Knoxville Nation-
als winner and 10-time World of
Outlaws champion Donny Schatz,
who was making his NCWTS
debut.  

“I had nowhere to go—I was just
along for the ride,” Schatz said. “I
thought I was going to have a top-
10 finish.” 

Schatz instead finished 32nd.
The best result achieved by a dirt-

track ace was eighth by Knoxville
Raceway track champion Brian
Brown, who fell two laps down after
a pair of spins but regained the
lead lap as the beneficiary under
consecutive cautions and managed
to escape the third-stage melees. 

Grant Enfinger ran third, fol-
lowed by Gilliland and Kraus. Matt
Crafton, Ben Rhodes, Brown, Tate
Fogleman and Danny Bohn com-
pleted the top 10.   

Note: When Stewart and Jessica
Friesen took the green flag on Fri-
day night, it marked the first time
since Elton Sawyer and Patty
Moise raced together at Atlanta in
1998 that a husband and wife have
competed in the same NASCAR
national series event. They finished
together—Jessica in 26th and
Stewart in 27th.
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Austin Hill Wins
Drama-Filled Inaugural
NASCAR Truck Race

at Knoxville  

Austin Hill exits his truck to salute the fans after winning the Corn
Belt 150 at Knoxville Raceway. ( JAMES GILBERT/GETTY IMAGES
photo)

These are just a few of the drivers involved in the
17-truck late-race pileup. (JAMES GILBERT/GETTY
IMAGES photo)



ELKO NEW MAR-
KET, MN - Corey Heim
was not thinking about
the ongoing ARCA
Menards Series
championship battle
between himself and
Ty Gibbs as he raced
in the closing laps of
Saturday nightʼs
Menards 250 at Elko
Speedway.

He was thinking
about revenge.

In what the 19-year-old from Ma-
rietta, Georgia, described as a re-
taliation for his rivalʼs aggressive
driving earlier in the event on the
3/8-mile paved oval, Heim, who
restarted third with three laps to go
in the wake of a late caution,
nudged the race leader Gibbs out
of the way on the eveningʼs final
drop of the green flag. The pilot of
the No. 20 Craftsman Toyota for
Venturini Motorsports assumed the
lead and proceeded to coast to his
fourth win of the 2021 season.

“We also have a couple dents on
the left rear, the left side door and
the left front,” Heim responded in
his post-race interview when asked
about the damage on his car sus-
tained in the incident with Gibbs.

“Thatʼs all from (Gibbs), as well. I
think thatʼs pretty much even right
there. Heʼs probably mad because
he lost like he usually is. …

“Just paid back what he did to
me earlier in the race. Thatʼs all it
comes down to.”

Added Heim when asked
whether his late move on Gibbs
was a plan: “No comment.”

Gibbs, who dropped to a fourth-
place finish at Elko after leading the
majority of the 250 laps before the
contact with Heim, chose not to re-
spond with hostility in his post-race
interview.

“No reason to worry about any-
thing,” said the 18-year-old Joe
Gibbs Racing driver. “No reason to
have any issues. Heʼs got planned
out for me, so Iʼll just follow along.
Iʼm happy where Iʼm at.”

Heim entered Saturday nightʼs
Elko race, the ninth of 20 on the
ARCA Menards Series schedule,
with a three-point edge over Gibbs
for the lead in the standings. His
win extends that lead to seven
points even though Gibbs received
one bonus point for earning the
General Tire Pole Award on Satur-
day.

The Menards 250 also was the
third round of the 2021 Sioux Chief

Showdown. Gibbs still leads Heim
by four points in that series.

Heim and Gibbs remain the only
drivers who have won in the ARCA
Menards Series this season, with
the latter having a series-high five
victories.

Heimʼs note of Gibbsʼ prior ag-
gression at Elko was a reference to
a battle the two had for the lead
early in the race. After a side-by-
side run that lasted multiple laps,
Gibbs got the best of Heim with a
nudge to the No. 20ʼs left rear.

Heim from that point battled his
own race car as much as the com-
petition. Crew chief Shannon Rursh
and Co. were finally able to get
their Camry tuned the way Heim
needed during the second of two
scheduled race breaks Saturday
night.

ARCA Menards Series rookies
Jesse Love and Gracie Trotter fin-

ished second and third, respec-
tively, to give Venturini Motorsports
a one-two-three finish at Elko. Both
logged new career-best finishes in
the series.

Taylor Gray finished fifth. The
16-year-old David Gilliland Racing
driver showed winning speed at
various points in his first race after
being sidelined for 13 weeks with
injuries sustained in an April street
car accident.

Nick Sanchez, Daniel Dye, Willie
Mullins, Thad Moffitt and Adam
Lemke rounded out the top 10.

Saturday nightʼs race was the
first of a stretch of four consecutive
Saturday night short track races for
the ARCA Menards Series.

The series returns to action Sat-
urday, July 17 for the Zinsser Smart
Coat 200 at Berlin Raceway in
Marne, Michigan. That race will
start shortly after 8 p.m. ET.

SALEM, IN - Fort
Wayne, Indianaʼs Billy
Hutson swept the day
in winning the Shep-
herd Auto Group 75 at
Angola Motor Speed-
way, Saturday night
with the Voreʼs Weld-
ing CRA Late Model
Sportsman Powered
by JEGS. The two-
time series Champion
led the final 39 laps to
grab the win. The se-

ries and CRA last raced at Angola
Motor Speedway in 2014, the tricky
3/8ʼs mile track featured great rac-
ing throughout the 75 lap event for
all positions Saturday night.  

“It feels really good to get back
to victory lane, especially at this
track so close to home,” remarked
Hutson in victory lane. “We won the
Championship last year without
getting a win all season, this is the
first win since Winchester in 2019,
I hope there are more to come the

rest of the season. The car was
great from the time we unloaded it.
This is a tough place to race and
pass, I knew my chance was on
that restart, I just worked the out-
side and got around Wallen and
then had to work through a couple
of restarts, but the car was good
throughout the race. I have to thank
all my crew for their hard work and
my fans and sponsors for their sup-
port!”  

Cassten Everidge took advan-
tage of his outside pole starting po-
sition after Allstar Performance
Fast Qualifier Hutson drew a six for
the event's inverted start to grab
the early lead. Everidgeʼs lead did
not last long as pole sitter Jeremy
Wallen made the pass to take the
lead on lap 4 using the inside.

Wallen would lead until the
event's first caution on lap 35 for a
spinning Elliott Castle. On the
restart Hutson used the outside
groove to get around Wallen and
grab the lead. 

Hutson had built a straight away
lead and looked to be on his way to
an easy victory when the second
caution flew on lap 62 for the spin-
ning car of three-time ARCA/CRA
Super Series Champion Scott
Hantz. Hutson again fought off
Everidge and Wallen to keep the
lead on the restart. 

The caution flew again on lap 66
for a spin involving Brent Jack and
Jason Timmerman in tricky turns
three and four. Hutson again fought
off all challengers to keep the lead.
The fourth and final caution flew on
lap 70 when Evan Park and Jack
got together with Jack going off the
back stretch. Jack was okay and
managed to get back into the race. 

Again, Hutson fought off
Everidge and Wallen, even though
Everidge stayed with Hutson for a
couple of laps before he pulled
away to win by almost two sec-
onds. It was Hudsonʼs first win of
the 2021 season with the series
and his fifth all-time series win.
With the win Hutson is now locked
into the series 2021 Chase for the
Championship as he seeks his third
series Championship. Hutson

picked up a $200 cash bonus from
Shepherd Auto Group for his win. 

With his second-place finish,
Everidge will keep his points lead
with the series. Wallen would finish
in third place. Hantz would fight
back to get a fourth-place finish.
Brandon Barcus would race his
way to a hard fought fifth place fin-
ish. Jason Timmerman would fight
back after being involved in the lap
66 caution and get a sixth-place fin-
ish and was awarded the KRJ
Race Products Sweet Move of the
Race Award. 

Park would finish in seventh.
Former Victory Custom Trailers
CRA Junior Late Model teenager
Nash Engdahl would come from his
18th place starting position to finish
eighth and earned the AR Bodies
Cool Move of the Race Award.
Jack would finish in ninth with se-
ries rookie Kyle Worley rounding
out the top 10. 

The next Voreʼs Welding CRA
Late Model Sportsman event will
be the Bobby Jacks Memorial 71
on Sunday, July 25th at Kil-Kare
Raceway. Information is available
at www.cra-racing.com.
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Corey Heim Muscles by Ty
Gibbs to Win Menards 250

at Elko Speedway

Corey Heim (#20) gets by Ty Gibbs (#18) for the win in the ARCA
Menards Series at Elko Speedway. (ARCA photo)

Hutson Gets Back to
Victory Lane at Angola



SLINGER, WI -
NTT INDYCAR Series
veteran Marco An-
dretti won the Camp-
ing World SRX Series
event Saturday night
at Slinger Speedway
to take his first victory
in a racecar with fend-
ers and a roof.

The third-genera-
tion racer whose
grandfather is Mario
Andretti and father is
Michael Andretti held

off local all-star Luke Fenhaus to
take the win at the quarter-mile,
high-banked asphalt oval 35 miles
northwest of Milwaukee.

“Honestly, I know itʼs not a pop-
ular win, but I tried to be as clean
as possible,” said Andretti, a 16-
year veteran of the NTT INDYCAR
Series. “Iʼm so proud of him (Fen-
haus). Iʼm trying to learn from him,
to be honest with you. Just de-
lighted to be able to do it without
touching him. I know itʼs not a pop-
ular win, but us old guys have to
get it when we can. Heʼs young,
heʼs got a lot of time ahead of him.
I had so much fun.”

Andretti beat the 17-year-old
Fenhaus to the checkered flag by
.194 of second in a green-white-
checkered finish.

“I think he (Marco) jumped it a lit-
tle bit, which didnʼt help me at all,”
said Fenhaus, who earned his spot
in the 12-driver field by winning
Tuesday nightʼs Slinger Nationals.
“I was better on the top. I felt like
we could roll on the outside. I was
just worried that heʼd shove me up
the racetrack if I went to the out-
side. I probably wouldʼve lost either
way. He wouldʼve run us hard. It is
what it is. Second place, I canʼt
complain.”

Fenhaus started second and led
18 times for a race-high 92 laps. At
17 years old, he is the youngest
winner in the 42-year history of the
Slinger Nationals. The Wausau,
Wisconsin-native skipped his
planned start in the ARCA Midwest
Tour championship at Grundy
County Speedway in Morris, Illi-
nois, to compete in the SRX race at
Slinger, despite being second in the
championship standings. It proved
to be a good choice, as that race
was rained out while the Camping
World SRX Series event at Slinger
ran under a clear sky.

“We talked about it Monday be-
fore the Slinger Nationals and de-
cided that if we won the Slinger

Nationals, it was kind of a no-
brainer to run SRX,” said Fenhaus,
a rising senior at Wausau East
High School. “Iʼm glad we came
here, for sure. Just to come here
and enjoy the experience and to
soak it all in – itʼs crazy and surreal,
to say the least. I loved every
minute of it. If I could do it again, I
would. Hopefully, it leads in the
right direction for my career.

“It was an insane race. The race
against Tony (Stewart) for that long,
side-by-side, Iʼm glad we put on a
show for the fans. I hope they all
enjoyed it. Itʼs unreal to race
against these guys. Theyʼre so
good at what they do. Itʼs hard to
beat them.”

Stewart finished third to pad his
lead in the Camping World SRX
Series championship standings to
38 points over second-place Ernie
Francis Jr.

“My buddy Marco winning the
race and us having another podium
finish and gaining some more
points in the standings with one
race to go is a big deal to me,” said
Stewart, a two-time winner already
in the Camping World SRX Series.
“The first five weeks of this series
have been awesome. To go to
three totally different racetracks –
the three paved tracks are totally
different from each other, and then
two totally different dirt tracks – itʼs
been a lot of fun. To sit there each
weekend and see how much fun
everybody is having, thatʼs the pay-
off for all this. Itʼs payoff for all of us
as drivers.

“To get ready for this race, I
watched some YouTube videos
and Luke Fenhaus was the star of
a lot of them. Getting to spend the
day with that kid has been the high-
light of my day, to be honest. Heʼs
the most composed 17-year-old
Iʼve ever seen. There are kids in the
(NASCAR) Truck Series and Xfin-
ity Series who donʼt have the com-
posure that this guyʼs got. I hope
somebody will give him a shot,
even if itʼs a one-race deal to give
him a crack at it and make himself
a name.”

Fourth place went to Hailie Dee-
gan who raced in place of Tony
Kanaan as a schedule conflict pre-
vented him from competing at
Slinger.

“Itʼs been so much fun. I love it.
The SRX series is great racing,”
said Deegan, who finished second
to Stewart in her first Camping
World SRX Series start June 19 at
Knoxville (Iowa) Speedway. “Com-

ing back to short-track racing re-
minds me of my (NASCAR) K&N
West days and I just enjoy it so
much. It brings back such good
memories and some good racing.
These cars are amazing, and I feel
like there is a lot of great talent out
here.”

The Camping World SRX Series
features world-class drivers from
an array of motorsports back-
grounds competing in identically
prepared racecars on some of the
most iconic short tracks in America.
With five rounds in the books, the
inaugural six-race series culmi-
nates with the season finale July 17
at the Nashville (Tenn.) Fair-
grounds Speedway.

“Iʼm really happy for Marco, and
Luke Fenhaus did an awesome job
tonight. Youʼre going to hear a lot
more about that kid. Seventeen
years old and much more mature
than that in a racecar,” said Ray
Evernham, co-founder of the
Camping World SRX Series. “You
canʼt overlook the talent thatʼs com-
ing out of these short tracks across
America. Every Saturday night, we
need to go and support those short
tracks so that talent like that can
get to the big-time. Iʼm just proud of
the way this series has been able
to showcase the
short tracks, the driv-
ers, the crew chiefs.
Thereʼs a lot of talent
out here on Friday
and Saturday nights.

“Look at this
crowd, they havenʼt
left. They want to
come in here and see
these cars, they want
to see whatʼs going

on, theyʼre chasing drivers for au-
tographs and doing a lot of different
things and they enjoyed it. So that
tells me weʼre doing something
right. If the fans like it and they
keep watching it on TV, then weʼll
keep doing it.”

Deegan will rejoin the Camping
World SRX Series at Nashville, and
the season finale will also feature
Chase Elliott.

Elliott is the reigning NASCAR
Cup Series champion and he will
join his father, Bill Elliott, in the race
that will air live at 8 p.m. EDT on
the CBS Television Network and
streamed on Paramount+ Pre-
mium.

Chase won the 2020 NASCAR
Cup Series championship and Bill
won the 1988 Cup Series title. They
are just the third father-son combo
to win Cup Series championships,
joining the Pettys (Lee: 1954, 1958,
1959 and Richard: 1964, 1967,
1971, 1972, 1974, 1975 and 1979)
and the Jarretts (Ned: 1961, 1965
and Dale: 1999).

The lone time Chase and Bill
competed together on the same
track was on Oct. 20, 2013 in the
Alabama Pro 125 Late Model race
at South Alabama Speedway.
Chase won and Bill finished fourth.

Ca
mp

ing
 W

or
ld

SR
X 

Se
rie

s
Marco Andretti Wins in

Shootout at Slinger

Marco Andretti (center) celebrates his Camping World SRX Series
win in victory lane at Slinger Speedway along with second place
finisher Luke Fenhaus (left) and third place finisher Tony Stewart
(right). (SRX photo)



PUBLIC AUCTION
July 27th and 28th, 2021

SALE LOCATION: 206 Overhill Dr, Mooresville, NC, 28117; From I-77 North of Charlotte to Exit 36, go East to
Corporate Center Drive, turn left (Zaxbyʼs will be on the corner); go to second stop sign, turn left onto Overhill

Drive. 206 will be on the right; watch for Auction Signs

2 Day Sale - Doors Open at 8:30 AM Each Day
Sale Starts at 9:30 AM Each Day 

EQUIPMENT -PARTIAL LISTING
Dewalt power tools, Cobalt power tools, aluminum 2 aluminum toolbox, mig welding guns, pitfan, Dewalt
tools, Dewalt batteries, Dewalt impact, Milwaukee 18 V drill, Milwaukee multistation battery charger, safety
triangles, caster/camber gauge, Leeson commercial garage door opener, blue storage racks with fans,
Miller welder - Millermatic 185, cool down unit, big fan parts, black storage tote, crew uniforms, chassis,
tent top, scanners & headsets, Pi system 1 card, bilge pump, radio chargers, bump steer gauge, Omega In-
fared temp transmitter

PARTS - PARTIAL LISTING
Nuts and bolts, wiring, hats & rotors, rocker stands, bladders, new & used valves - Zanzi, Del West, Celedyne;
switches, valve springs, brake calipers - new & used, bearings, crankshafts, D/S tank parts, brackets, mstr
cyls, dampner shells, hubs, plug wires, water hose, slugs, D/S tank heaters, D/S tanks, trans shafts, ARP bolts
and studs, brake pads, fuel aprons, plastic caps, ujoints, carb spacer, triple disc clutches, shocks, teathers,
braided line, shifter boots, oil pump parts, ratchet straps, nodular iron housing, roller rockers, helmet visors,
alum tanks, ARP bolts, brake lines, kevlar line, drive plates, valves w/valve springs, retainers &amp; locks,
new pistons, Talon brushless speed control, gaskets, chains, a-arms, coil packs, alternators, water pumps,
MSD Ignition box, S/S clamps, roller lifters, Transgo reprogramming kit valve body calibration components,
distributors, bellhousings, dry brakes, weather pac connectors, seatbelts, R07 rear covers, c/f tanks, rods -
Carrillo &amp; Pankl, alum intakes, insulation, RTV black silicone, brake blower fans, fire extinguishers, aer-
ouip pcs, brake hats, heims, alum tank w/filter &amp; lines, new elec fan, lifter bushings, Indy car wheel, D/S
tank parts, T.O. bearing, crank snouts, fuel pumps, parts trays, c/f airbox, battery cables, pit fan heaters,
polyurethane wheels, wristpins, valve cover, chrome airbox covers, brake hat spacers, D/S tank w/Oberg filter,
r/e safety chains, block-off plates, seatbelt hdw, lug nuts, switch plates, Pankl axle caps, carburetor, brake fan
motors, wheel studs, motorplates, MSD ign splitters, power inverter, triple disc clutch parts, gauges, tach

Owner: Hendrick MotorsportsOwner: Hendrick Motorsports
Cha-Lew Performance, Venturini MotorsportsCha-Lew Performance, Venturini Motorsports

Plus Other Top ConsignorsPlus Other Top Consignors

Firm License #8623

Maria Vannice, Auctioneer  Danny Irvin, Auctioneer   
NCAL #8595    IN AU10800010 NCAL #8657    IN AU10800039

Visit our website for additional info: 

www.mcsauctions.com

TERMS OF SALE:  Terms of sale is cash, cashier checks, money orders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or Mastercard. Business or Personal
Checks must be accompanied by a Bank Letter of Credit submitted to cashier on Sale Days. There will be a 15% buyerʼs premium
charged on each lot number sold, with a 5% discount given for cash. Driver's license or picture identification is required to register.
All items sold “As Is, Where Is” with no guarantees or warranty ex-
pressed or implied. Buyers must settle and remove all items at the end of
each sale day. Announcements sale day take precedence over any
printed matter



At this point, Brad
Sweet is an adopted
cheesehead.

The Grass Valley,
CA native extended
his remarkable reign
on the state of Wis-
consin by scoring his
first win in Wilmot
Racewayʼs Badger 40
on Saturday night –
which follows his
sweep at Cedar Lake
Speedway last week-
end.

It wasnʼt an easy win for the two-
time and defending World of Out-
laws NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car
Series champion, as he and pole
sitter Logan Schuchart had to wade
through thick lap traffic whilst bat-
tling for the top spot.

The Big Cat finally assumed the
point on Lap 22 and never looked
back, although Schuchart made it
extremely close (0.160-seconds)
thanks to traffic on the final lap.

For the Kasey Kahne Racing,
NAPA Auto Parts #49 team, its their
13th victory of 2021 as they build
their biggest advantage yet in the
championship chase. More impor-
tant than that, theyʼre riding a hot
streak entering the illustrious
“Month of Money.”

“I thought Logan and I were re-
ally even tonight,” Sweet men-
tioned. “I didnʼt know where to go
on that restart when he got back to
my outside. I tried to slide across
before he got to me, but we kind of
met on the cushion. This is a tight
track with some really tight spots,
but we were able to hang on. An-
other great confidence booster
heading into this big month weʼve
got coming.”

Fighting off a relentless cell of
afternoon drizzles, Saturdayʼs
Badger 40 was a huge triumph for
the Wisconsin fans who packed the
Wilmot, WI 1/3-mile and beat
Mother Nature to see The Greatest
Show on Dirt.

Once underway following the
rain delay around 7pm, Sweet was
instantly the man to beat. He set
Slick Woodyʼs QuickTime, won his
Drydene Heat Race, and placed
second in the DIRTVision Fast
Pass Dash to Schuchart.

The 40-lap NOS Energy Drink
Feature was tough to get going
early on as a trio of stoppages cre-
ated a quick #OpenRed for teams
to re-fuel cars. Included in those
stoppages was championship run-
ner-up David Gravel catching the

cushion and flipping in turn four on
the first lap. He returned and
charged from 24th-to-9th, but
flipped again and ended his night
on Lap 30.

Up front, it was a cat and mouse
game as the leaders chased each
other through lap traffic.
Schuchartʼs ultimate downfall came
just beyond halfway when the traf-
fic bottled him on the bottom and
allowed Sweet to rip the top around
the #1S.

A shocking caution for third-run-
ning Sheldon Haudenschild offered
one final chance to snooker Sweet
for Schuchart, but the #49 was too
strong and survived just fine in
clean air.

The win was the 71st of Sweetʼs
World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Series, and it also
marked the 50th career victory for
his Kasey Kahne Racing Crew
Chief, Eric Prutzman.

At 11 total wins (6 at Cedar
Lake, 4 at Beaver Dam, 1 at
Wilmot), Wisconsin is the win-
ningest state of Sweetʼs World of
Outlaws career.

“We love coming to Wisconsin,”
Sweet spoke on the atmosphere.
“The fans here are incredible. They
come out and support us at every
track, and they come drink beer
with us afterwards too. Itʼs like a
second home.”

A disappointing, but strong sec-
ond-place finish was the end result
for Logan Schuchart after pacing
the opening 22 laps aboard the
Shark Racing, Drydene Perform-
ance Products #1S.

“I was just hoping weʼd get back
in lap traffic,” Schuchart thought.
“You try to be a respectful driver
and want to race everyone the right
way, but I just need to do what Brad
did. You get to some of these lap
cars and they race you like theyʼre
the ones battling for the lead. I
need to be more aggressive and
not so much mr. nice guy. We had
an awesome race there, though,
glad the fans came out and packed
the place.”

Taking the final podium position
in third was 2019 Badger 40 winner
Donny Schatz aboard the Tony
Stewart/Curb-Agajanian Racing,
Ford Performance, Carquest #15.

“We were decent, you know we
could stick with them,” Schatz said.
“We just needed some more traffic.
That one restart we went from
sixth-to-third, but the caution killed
us. Weʼre starting to get things
going the right way, though. This is

a good time to find some of that
momentum.”

James McFadden finished
fourth aboard the Kasey Kahne
Racing, Karavan Trailers #9 with an
impressive recovery after visiting
the work area and going tail-back
on the opening lap. Aaron Reutzel
in the Roth Motorsports #83
rounded out the top-five on Satur-
day night.

Closing out the top-10 at Wilmot
was Carson Macedo of Lemoore,
CA in the Jason Johnson Racing
#41, Sheldon Haudenschild of
Wooster, OH in the Stenhouse Jr. /
Marshall Racing #17, Scotty Thiel
of Sheboygan, WI in his family-
owned #73, Brock Zearfoss of Jon-
estown, PA in the Zearfoss Racing
#3Z, and Jason Sides of Bartlett,
TN in the Sides Motorsports #7S.

Wlliams Grove
Summer Nationals Set

For July 23 & 24
MECHANICSBURG, PA - The

Champion Racing Oil World of Out-
laws Sprint Cars Series Summer
Nationals is just two weeks away at
Williams Grove Speedway, slated
for Friday and Saturday, July 23
and 24 at 7:30 pm.

The outlaws sprint cars will in-
vade Williams Grove Speedway for
the two-day summer stand to bat-
tle the Pennsylvania Posse sprint
car stars for what will be the sec-
ond match-up of the 2021 season.

The modern-day, consecutive-
year history of the Summer Nation-
als dates back to 2002 when the
show was a three-day event with
Danny Lasoski, Joey Saldana and
Greg Hodnett taking wins.

However events dubbed “Sum-
mer Nationals” were first contested
at the oval back in 1972 with Jan
Opperman and Bobbie Adamson
recorded as the victors.

Both nights of this yearʼs Sum-

mer Nationals shows will include
full programs of time trials, heats
and feature events.

The July 23 outlaws-posse
match will feature a 25-lap main
paying $10,000 to win while the
July 24 Saturday finale Champion
Racing Oil Summer Nationals fea-
ture will offer $20,000 to the winner.

Last year, Shane Stewart and
David Gravel split Summer Nation-
als winning laurels with Gravel
scoring the big 20K in the Saturday
finale.

Californiaʼs Brad Sweet is the
current outlaws point leader over
Gravel. 

Sweet has already put up 13
wins to date this season on the tour
while Gravel has posted six. 

Williams Grove has been one of
Gravelʼs strengths in recent sea-
sons and he is sure to be on top of
his game for the Summer Nation-
als. 

Lance Dewease is the current
Williams Grove Speedway point
leader and is still the only driver to
repeat in action at the historic
venue this year.

Dewease will enter the July
Posse/Outlaws fracas fresh off of a
second and a third place finish
when the Outlaws were last at the
track in May. 

Summer Nationals sponsor
Champion Brands Champion Rac-
ing Oil offers a wide variety of qual-
ity racing lubricants, oils,
performance additives and fluids at
outlets across the nation and on-
line. Learn more about Champion
Racing Oil by visiting www.champi-
onbrands.com.

Adult general admission for July
23 is set at $30 with Saturdayʼs
race priced at $35.  Youth ages 13
– 20 are priced at $15 each night.
Kids ages 12 and under are always
admitted for FREE.

Visit www.williamsgrove.com for
more information.
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Sweet Continues Wisconsin
Dominance with Wilmot Win

Brad Sweet raced his way to another World of Outlaws Sprint Car
Series win, this time in the Badger 40 at Wilmont Raceway. (Trent
Gower photo)



JACKSON, MN -
Dennis Erb Jr. isnʼt
someone whoʼs
known for showing
emotion. But you
wouldnʼt know it Satur-
day at Jackson Motor-
plex after he won his
second Morton Build-
ings Feature of the
season. 

The Carpen-
tersville, IL driver
climbed to the roof of
his car, throwing two

fist pumps into the sky to celebrate
his triumph. 

But those joyful emotions quickly
turned to tears in Victory Lane, as
Erb was racing with a heavy heart.

“I lost my uncle a week ago
there, and I lost my dog here this
week thatʼs been going up and
down the road going to all of these
races with us,” Erb said. “Itʼs defi-
nitely a good win for us tonight.” 

“The One-Man Band” dominated
the first 40-laps of the race, but
several late-race cautions kept the
field close together. 

Erb held off challenges from
Frank Heckenast Jr. and Brandon
Sheppard on a restart with three
laps to go. Sheppard threw a slide
job to take the lead away but could-
nʼt hold on as Erb dove to the bot-
tom to wrestle the position away for
good.

“I went into the corner on that
last restart and hit a hole and it
turned me a little bit,” Erb said. “I
slid up the track but knew I had to
keep my speed up because they
were going to be up top too and it
all worked out for us.”

Erbʼs victory is his eighth World
of Outlaws win tying Mike Marlar
and Jimmy Mars for 18th all-time. 

Frank Heckenast Jr. backed up
his win on Friday with a second on
Saturday. The Frankfort, IL driver
changed lanes after watching Bran-
don Sheppard pass a few cars in
front of him. It gave Heckenast con-
fidence to move to the top, and a
chance to sweep the weekend.  

“I told myself [Friday] before the
Feature if you put yourself in con-
tention, youʼll win some of them,”
Heckenast said. “If we keep doing
this, more wins will come.”

Sheppard was also in contention
for the win but settled for third. The
New Berlin, IL driver used the top
side in the final 10 laps, picking off
three cars on the outside before
losing second to Heckenast. 

“The Rocket Shepp” had to play

a waiting game early in the race to
make sure he would be a factor at
the end. 

“I just kind of bided my time as
long as I could and took care of my
tires as long and as good as I
could,” Sheppard said. “I tried the
top a few times earlier in the race
and it just wasnʼt ever any good. Fi-
nally, off of one of them restarts I
just started hammering it up there
and it came to life.”

Sheppard extended his points
lead for the second straight night.
Heʼs 64 points ahead of Chris Mad-
den who finished fourth. 

Cade Dillard crossed the line
fifth, rebounding from Fridayʼs
heartbreaking finish. 

Even though this weekend was
a wave of emotions for Dennis Erb
Jr., more consistent runs may have
him riding the top of that wave for
the rest of the season. 

UP NEXT: The Most Powerful
Late Models on the Planet return to
Wisconsin for its first mid-week
race of the season Tuesday, July
13 at Gondik Law Speedway in Su-
perior, WI.

Heckenast Takes Night
One at Jackson

JACKSON, MN - Finding your
way to Victory Lane is no easy task
with the World of Outlaws Morton
Buildings Late Models. Sometimes
itʼs a break in your favor that puts
you in a position to win. Sometimes
itʼs a present.

Frank Heckenast Jr. got a birth-
day present heʼll never forget Fri-
day at Jackson Motorplex. The
Illinois driver claimed his second
career World of Outlaws win after
the center of Cade Dillardʼs right
rear wheel broke with 13 laps to go.

The victory was also Hecke-
nastʼs first trip to Victory Lane with
the Series since 2015.

He expressed relief in Victory
Lane, afraid bad luck would
bite him before the race was over.

“I feel like when everythingʼs
going right, somethingʼs bound to
happen,” Heckenast said. “I was
just out there the last couple of laps
just hoping nothing happened. You
donʼt get these all the time so weʼre
definitely going to enjoy this for
sure.”

Before Dillardʼs misfortune,
Heckenast was locked in a battle
with Brandon Sheppard for second
place. That battle taught him what
he was doing wrong and how to fix
it, setting him up for the $10,000
prize.

“I was getting passed by [Shep-
pard] running the line I thought we
shouldʼve been in, but then I totally
changed up my driving style,”
Heckenast said. “I changed the
way I entered and came off the cor-
ner and changed my throttle posi-
tion and the car just started taking
off.”

The celebration for Heckenast
comes at a time of heartbreak for
Dillard. The Robeline, LA driver
looked like he was destined for his
second win of 2021, but it wasnʼt
meant to be.

While “The Thriller” was disap-

pointed about what happened, his
team is still pushing forward.

“We had a really good car,” Dil-
lard said. “Weʼve had a tough go of
it this year and I felt like we had
stuff turning around for us and then
[the center of the wheel breaking]
happened. Weʼll just fix it again and
go on.”

Three-time and defending Se-
ries champion Brandon Sheppard
crossed the line second—extend-
ing his points lead to 62 points over
Chris Madden.

The New Berlin, IL driver stated
Heckenast had the better car in the
closing stages of the race.

“It looked like [Heckenast] could
come off the corner a little better
than I was,” Sheppard said. “I was
relying on the brown a little bit com-
ing off the corner.”

Ryan Gustin, the top Rookie of
the race, finished third in a brand-
new Rocket chassis. “The Reaper”
was thrilled with his results for the
carʼs first time out.

“Everything stayed together,
everyone did their job, and we ac-
tually learned a couple of things
here so hopefully we can carry that
over to [Saturday] and maybe get
ourselves a win,” Gustin said.

Gustin also made-up ground in
the chase for Rookie of the Year.
Gustin is now 108 points behind
Tyler Bruening, who finished 17th
after breaking a left rear shock
early in the race.

Madden was the raceʼs hard
charger, finishing fourth after start-
ing 12th.

Lake Elmo, MN driver Brent Lar-
son crossed the line fifth, scoring
his second top-five of the season in
front of fans in his home state.

Heckenast has the chance to
add $20,000 more to his bank ac-
count if he can sweep the weekend
at Jackson Motorplex. Another Vic-
tory would make an even brighter
start to his next trip around the sun.
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s Erb Holds on For Victory at
Jackson Motorplex

Dennis Erb Jr. celebrates his Jackson Motorplex win in victory
lane, his second World of Outlaws Late Model Series win of the
season. (Jacy Norgaard photo)

Frank Heckenast Jr. celebrate his birthday win in victory lane on
night one of Jackson Motorplex action. (Jacy Norgaard photo)



BELGRADE, MT -
Battling a fueling issue
for the better part of a
month, Saturday saw
things finally flowing
for Australiaʼs Scott
Bogucki, with his third
victory of the season
coming at Gallatin
Speedwayʼs NAPA of
Bozeman Grizzly Na-
tionals with the Lucas
Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented
by the MAVTV Motor-

sports Network.
Scottʼs first win at the Grizzly

Nationals, the triumph is his sev-
enth overall in National Tour com-
petition.

Like Hahn on Friday, Bogucki
entered the Grizzly Nationals fol-
lowing a rough ending to the tourʼs
Washington swing. A destroyed car
and continued fueling issues that
cost him a shot at winning on Fri-
day, the SawBlade.com No. 28 was
firing on all cylinders Saturday.

Asked what it meant to have a
bit of rebound run, Bogucki said,
“We needed it. Between the de-
stroyed car and the fueling issues
last night, it was pretty good to get
this win. Had a little hump there,
but you know me, Iʼm not going to
shut it down.”

Wheel to wheel with Logan For-
ler to open the 25-lap feature event,
the No. 2L held the upper hand
through the first eight laps. Pursued
through traffic, Forlerʼs lead was
under fire with a barraged of slide-
jobs the following lap. Able to turn
and run, Logan held the advantage
on Lap 9. Setting up again in the
first and second turns, the No. 28
finally bolted into the lead as the
pair hit the back straightaway.

Caution on Lap 13, Bogucki ad-
justed his line as the track began
cleaning off.

Migrating to the middle groove in
a matter of laps, traffic was quickly
an issue. Splitting slower cars as
fast as he could a few times forced
Scott out of the groove but never
presented an opportunity for any-
one as he crossed under the
checkered flag with a 1.277-second
gap over Logan Forler, who fought
the final few laps to keep J.J. Hickle
at bay. Putting the No. 63 on the
final podium step, Hickle was
quickly followed by Matt Covington
and Dylan Westbrook to complete
the top five.

Blake Hahn made it to sixth, with
Ryan Bickett in seventh. Up four

positions, Tyler Driever was scored
eighth, with Alex Hill and Colby
Thornhill making up the top ten.

Three SCE Gaskets Heat Races
saw 21 drivers on track. Wins went
to Matt Covington, Logan Forler,
and Ryan Bickett. Everyone ad-
vanced to the A-Feature.

The next event for the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network will be against the Racin-
boys.com ASCS Warrior Region
presented by Impact Signs,
Awnings, and Wraps at Missouriʼs
U.S. 36 Raceway on Friday, June
16.

The 2021 season is the 30th
year of competition for the Lucas
Oil American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network.

For the first time, the series can
be seen live on two platforms, with
Racinboys.com and
FloRacing.com featuring National
Tour events in tandem. Both are
subscription-based sites. FloRac-
ing.com is $20 per month, billed
annually at $150 per year. Racin-
boys.com is $29.99 per month.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up ASCS Nation in 2021, log
onto www.ascsracing.com, follow
on Facebook, on Instagram, and
Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Hahn Claws Back Into
Victory Lane at NAPA
Of Bozeman Grizzly
Nationals Opener

BELGRADE, MT - A much-
needed rebound after a heart-
breaking finish to the Jim Raper
Memorial Dirt Cup, Oklahomaʼs
Blake Hahn returned to Saw-
Blade.com Victory Lane with a
dominating performance on Night 1
of the NAPA of Bozeman Grizzly
Nationals with the Lucas Oil Amer-
ican Sprint Car Series presented by
the MAVTV Motorsports Network.

Hahnʼs third win at the Gallatin
Speedway since sweeping the
Grizzly Nationals in 2016, the win
is his fourth on the season and 13th
all-time with the Lucas Oil Ameri-
can Sprint Car Series presented by
the MAVTV Motorsports Network.

“We needed this one after the
way our trip to Washington ended,”
stated Hahn. “Our car after Dirt Cup
was junk. We had to cut the right
side off just to get the engine out,

so this was the first night on our
backup car, and it worked. I could
pretty much run anywhere I needed
to, plus the track was awesome.
Hopefully, we get something like
that tomorrow.”

Chasing Scott Bogucki at the
start, the SawBlade.com No. 28
rolled to the lead from third on Lap
1. Keeping Hahn at bay through a
couple of cautions, one of which re-
verted a pass by Hahn, a Lap 9
restart saw Bogucki switch lines
from the bottom to the middle.
Leaving the hub open for Hahn, the
Sage Fruit, Co. No. 52 shot to the
lead through the third and fourth
turns.

“Scott changed his line, so I just
committed the bottom and hoped
he wasnʼt going to turn it down to
catch the moisture. When he didnʼt,
I just focused on getting him going
into three and making sure I didnʼt
miss my line and take each other
out.”

Into traffic in a matter of laps, the
slower cars did little to slow Blake,
who lapped into the top ten before
the checked flag dropped. 

Winning by 3.627-seconds, the
race for second was intense
through the final five laps as Scott
Bogucki worked to hold off J.J.
Hickle. Opening his line on Lap 23,
Hickle was able to sneak by to
claim the runner-up finish with 17th
starting Dylan Westbrook making a
final lap pass for the show position.
Settling for fourth, Bogucki was
chased to the line by Matt Coving-
ton.

James Setters, in sixth, posted
his best career finish against the
National Tour. Bringing out the cau-
tion as the field made a second at-
tempt at the start of the A-Feature,
Logan Forler tore through the field
to finish seventh. Colby Thornhill
was eighth with Alex Hill ninth.
Washingtonʼs Lane Taylor com-

pleted the top ten.
A field of 23 drivers made up

Night 1 of the NAPA of Bozeman
Grizzly Nationals. Three SCE Gas-
kets Heat Races were won by
James Setters, Logan Forler, and
Scott Bogucki. Everyone advanced
to the A-Feature.

Zimmerman Masters
ASCS Elite Non-Wing

at Texas Motor
Speedway Dirt Track
FORT WORTH, TX - Making

Mondayʼs less depressing, the
ASCS Elite Non-Wing Series pre-
sented by Abilene Powder Coating
made their debut at the Texas
Motor Speedway Dirt Track, with
Justin Zimmerman taking the win in
the rain-delayed A-Feature.

Justinʼs 11th career win with the
Texas-based non-wing tour, and
second of the 2021 season, the No.
1 took the lead from the right of the
front row.

Working through several cau-
tions, Zimmerman was able to
keep point from the drop of the
green; making it to the checkered
flag 0.770-seconds ahead of Mis-
souriʼs Wesley Smith. Third went to
Cody Price, with Chase Brewer
making up four positions to finish
fourth. Keith Martin completed the
top five.

Arizonaʼs Shon Deskins worked
to sixth, with Bryson Oeschger
making up nine spots to finish sev-
enth.

The nightʼs Hard Charger,
Wacoʼs Paul White, rolled from
19th to eighth, followed by Mason
Smith and T.J. Harrell to round out
the top ten.

The next event for the ASCS
Elite Non-Wing Series presented
by Abilene Powder Coating is July
17 at Big O Speedway in Ennis,
Texas.
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Bozeman Grizzly Nationals

Scott Bogucki raced his way to victory lane with the American Sprint
Car Series, winning The NAPA of Bozeman Grizzly Nationals at Gal-
latin Speedway. (Matt Ward photo)



HARTFORD, OH -
Adding his name to an
impressive list of for-
mer event champions,
a list that includes
such names as Tony
Stewart, Christopher
Bell, Brad Sweet,
Dave Blaney, and
Dale Blaney,
Lebanon, Indianaʼs

Spencer Bayston is now a Lou
Blaney Memorial champion at
Sharon Speedway, scoring the Flo-
Racing All Star Circuit of Champi-
ons presented by Mobil 1 victory
over a stout field and packed
house, ultimately withstanding a
last-ditch effort slider by “Sunshine”
Tyler Courtney to secure the
$8,000 payday. The victory,
Baystonʼs first-ever All Star win at
Sharon Speedway and his first Se-
ries win since August of 2020,
bumped his career win total to four
with the traveling aces, now at the
helm of the Sam McGhee Motor-
sports No. 11.

“Iʼm happy to get it done,” an
elated, but tired Spencer Bayston
said in Sharon Speedway victory
lane. “The throttle was actually
hanging at about 3000 rpms under
caution, so I was forced to mess
with my throttle by hand under cau-
tion. But, itʼs done and weʼre here

in victory lane. I canʼt say enough
about Mike McGhee and the entire
Sam McGhee Motorsports team.
They are a great team that pro-
vides awesome equipment and
they certainly made my job easy
tonight. It's so cool to be a part of
this event. Hopefully the weather

cooperates on Sunday and we can
come out here and do it again.”

Starting third on the Blaney grid,
Bayston made his living around
Sharonʼs outer edge, battling his
way to second by lap 11 before tak-
ing control of the field on lap 13. A
single-file restart on lap 11 is what
allowed Bayston to move to the
runner-up position, utilizing a sling-
shot move through turns three and
four to work by former World of
Outlaws champion, Dave Blaney.
Meanwhile, local standout and
Chicora native George Hobaugh
was the man in charge, taking ad-

vantage of the outside-pole posi-
tion to lead from the drop of the
green.

Using his momentum from the
exact same aforementioned
restart, Bayston made his first offi-
cial move for the lead on lap 13,
diving into corner number one to
squeeze between Hobaugh and
the infield tractor tires. The move
worked, taking command by the
time the frontrunners made their
way into turn two. Unfortunately for
Hobaugh, his night would come to
an end on lap 17, as contact with 
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in Sharon Speedwayʼs
Lou Blaney Memorial

Spencer Bayston celebrates with members of the Blaney family in victory lane at Sharon Speedway
after winning the Lou Blaney Memorial. (Paul Arch photo)
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an infield tire sent the
Krill Recycling No. 40
for a wild ride between
turns one and two; he
was OK.

Although the en-
suing restart allowed
Bayston to drive away
in clean air, Tyler
Courtney, who had al-
ready worked his way
to second from ninth,
kept the Mike McGhee
and Associates No. 11
sprinter within reach.
Using two and three
wide traffic to his ad-

vantage, Courtney powered him-
self to a car length by lap 27,
following Bayston around Sharonʼs
outer, but thin edge. Two circuits
later, Courtney made his move, div-
ing to the bottom of turn one before
power sliding across Baystonʼs
nose. The move nearly worked, but
hard contact with the turn two wall
cost Courtney momentum and a
right-rear tire. Bayston regained
control and drove on to claim the
signature Blaney trophy; Courtney
limped home fifth.

For those who can not witness
the All Star Circuit of Champions
live and in person, FloRacing.com,
the official media partner and
broadcast provider of the All Stars,
has you covered.

To access live and on-demand
racing action from the All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions, visit FloRac-
ing.com and become an annual
PRO subscriber.

Race fans can see all the USAC
and dirt late-model action they want
in addition to Eldora Speedwayʼs
slate of races and those of the All
Star Circuit of Champions.

The subscription unlocks access
to premium content across the en-
tire FloSports network.

Watch the events across all
screens by downloading the
FloSports app on iOS, Android,
Apple TV, Roku, Amazon Fire and
Chromecast.

Unfavorable Forecast
Forces Cancellation at

Sharon Speedway
HARTFORD, OH - Heavy morn-

ing precipitation mixed in with an
unfavorable weather forecast dur-
ing the scheduled race time hours
has forced Sharon Speedway and
FloRacing All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions presented by Mobil 1 officials
to cancel Sundayʼs $6,000-to-win
Justin Snyder Salute to the Troops
program presented by Self Made

Racing. Track and Series officials
are working together to find a pos-
sible make up date.

The All Star Circuit of Champi-
ons will resume the 2021 season
with a doubleheader at Lake Ozark
Speedway in Eldon, Missouri, on
Friday and Saturday, July 23-24.

Hunter Schuerenberg
Breaks Through at
Stateline Speedway

for First-Ever
All Star Victory

BUSTI, NY - For the first time of
his career, “Hunter Percent” Hunter
Schuerenberg is a FloRacing All
Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 main event win-
ner, earning his triumph during the
Empire State Shootout 30 at State-
line Speedway in Busti, New York.
Pocketing a $6,000 payday for his
efforts, the Sikeston, Missouri-na-
tive was forced to outduel not only
fellow Series full-timer Zeb Wise for
his first check in the All Star win col-
umn, but also Mother Nature, as
the event was plagued by a con-
stant mix of light rain and steady
mist that caused several delays in-
cluding a 90-minute pause just be-
fore the eveningʼs main event.

Nonetheless, Schuerenberg
came out on top, taking command
for the first time on lap 14 after
starting third on the grid. Wise, who
led the first 13 circuits before a bob-
ble in traffic opened the door for
Schuerenberg, held on to finish
second, followed by Justin Peck,

Paul McMahan, and Cory Eliason.
“Our balance was so good at the

beginning of the year, but some-
thing knocked us off. The crew and
I put our heads together and deter-
mined that there canʼt be anything
too crazy wrong with this car be-
cause we havenʼt done anything
different. We found a little shock
issue, but once we figured that out,
things have been back to normal,”
Schuerenberg expressed in State-
line Speedway victory lane.

“I was getting really tired of my
son asking me where the confetti
was, so, Iʼm really happy the track
stuck this out and allowed us to
race. This track really fits my driv-
ing style. It was a lot of fun to run
that race.”

As aforementioned, Schueren-
berg, aboard the Vermeer Motor-
sports, Maxim Trucking and
Materials, TK Concrete, No. 55
sprint car, took command of the 30-
lap contest on lap 14, using the bot-
tom of turn one to sneak by Angola,
Indianaʼs Zeb Wise.

Wise, who started from the out-
side-pole position, found himself
trapped behind a lapped car at the
end of the straightaway, ultimately
forced to go high to avoid potential
contact.

“This is a whole new car, differ-
ent motor; a whole new package,”
Wise said. “To come out here and
put it on the podium the first night,
and with our friends from Sundollar
here, as well, thatʼs pretty special.”
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MARYVILLE, TN -
As the rains continue
to fall on Smoky
Mountain Speedway,
the grounds are too
saturated to continue
this evenings pro-
gram. Series and track
officials are working
on a suitable makeup
date for the $20,000-
to-win Mountain
Moonshine Classic. A
date will be an-

nounced on Monday, July 12th. 
Please be sure to hold onto your

tickets and armbands from this
event.

For more information please
visit www.smokymountainspeed-
way.com.

Heavy Rain
Cancels Friday at
Smoky Mountain

MARYVILLE, TN - Heavy morn-
ing rain left the track at Smoky
Mountain Speedway with unsafe
track conditions. With concerns
about the safety of the racers, track
and Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries officials decided to cancel Fri-
dayʼs $12,000-to-win portion of the
Mountain Moonshine Classic
weekend.
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Smoky Mountain Speedway

Hunter Schuerenberg celebrates with his family in victory lane after winning his first career FloRac-
ing All Star Circuit of Champions event at Stateline Speedway. (Chad Warner photo)



New Hampshire
Motor Speedway

LOUDON, NH -
Just 11 days prior to
the drop of the green
flag for the Foxwoods
Resort Casino 301,
New Hampshire Motor
Speedway (NHMS)
Executive Vice Presi-
dent and General
Manager David Mc-
Grath made a trip
south to properly pres-
ent defending race
winner Brad Ke-
selowski with his sec-
ond Loudon the
Lobster plaque, ac-

knowledging his Aug. 2, 2020
NASCAR Cup Series (NCS) vic-
tory.

Keselowskiʼs victory lane cele-
bration at “The Magic Mile,” which
would traditionally include being
presented with a giant live lobster,
was limited due to COVID-19 re-
strictions last season.

“Last year, we were unable to
properly celebrate with you after
you earned your second New
Hampshire Motor Speedway win,”
McGrath said to Keselowski. “So
here we are today to honor your
dominant performance and present
you with this Loudon the Lobster
plaque as you get ready to return to
New England next weekend to de-
fend your title at the 50th NASCAR
Cup Series race on July 18.”

“Thatʼs cool,” said Keselowski.
“Itʼs unique and part of why I love
New England. The Foxwoods tro-
phy and the lobster trophy are two
of the coolest trophies, and I want
to win them again.”

The Foxwoods Resort Casino
301 win marked the former NCS
championʼs second victory at the
1.058-mile Loudon, N.H. speedway
and his third of four wins last sea-
son. The Team Penske driver pre-
viously won at New Hampshire in
2014.

Joining McGrath on the trip to
Keselowski Advanced Manufactur-
ing in Statesville, N.C. was New
England Comedian Jimmy Dunn,
who helped Keselowski get ready
for his return to New England. Fans
should keep an eye on the speed-
wayʼs social media channels lead-
ing into race weekend for more fun
form todayʼs visit.

Race weekend action gets un-
derway on Doubleheader Saturday,
July 17 with practice and qualifying
sessions scheduled for the
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour
(NWMT). The green flag drops for
the Whelen 100 NWMT race at
12:45 p.m. followed by the Ambet-

ter Get Vaccinated 200 NASCAR
Xfinity Series race at 3 p.m. The
NCS Foxwoods Resort Casino 301
will run at 3 p.m. Sunday, July 18.

For a NASCAR race weekend
schedule, visit NHMS.com/Events/
F o x w o o d s - R e s o r t - C a s i n o -
301/Schedule/
*Schedule subject to change.

Tickets: Log on to NHMS.com
for tickets, schedules and more in-
formation on the weekendʼs lineup
of action-packed racing. Double-
header Saturday tickets start at just
$35 while kids 12 and under are
free. Sundayʼs Foxwoods Resort
Casino 301 tickets start at just $59
for adults and $10 for kids 12 and
under.

Follow Us: Keep track of all of
New Hampshire Motor Speedwayʼs
events by following on Facebook
(@NHMotorSpeedway), Twitter
(@NHMS) and Instagram

(@NHMS). Keep up with all the lat-
est information on the speedway
website (NHMS.com) and mobile
app.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - Bristol Motor

Speedway and its longtime partner,
Food City, will once again make it
easier than ever for fans to pur-
chase tickets to the Bass Pro
Shops NRA Night Race, Sept. 16-
18. Starting on Wednesday, July
14, tickets for the highly-anticipated
NASCAR Playoff race weekend will
go on sale at all Food City loca-
tions.

Fans can pick up a few race tick-
ets for the family while they do their
weekly shopping for milk and
bread. Tickets for all three nights of
racing are available for purchase at
Food City stores throughout their
five-state service area, which in-

cludes the entire Appalachian High-
lands Region.

The ticket offerings include:
Thursday nightʼs UNOH 200 pre-
sented by Ohio Logistics Camping
World Truck Series and Bush's
Beans 200 ARCA Menards Series
doubleheader ($25 per adult, kids
free); Friday nightʼs Food City 300
NASCAR Xfinity Series race ($30
per adult; kids free); and Saturday
nightʼs Bass Pro Shops NRA Night
Race ($60 per adult; $10 for kids).

“Food City is such an incredible
community partner and we are for-
tunate to have their support not
only at the race track, but also in
their stores as an official BMS ticket
retailer,” said Jerry Caldwell, exec-
utive vice president and general
manager, Bristol Motor Speedway.
“Steve Smith and the entire Food
City team have meant so much to
us over the years as our longest
serving Speedway partner and we
are thrilled that our fans have the
option to purchase their Bass Pro
Shop NRA Night Race tickets in
this easy, convenient manner.” a

All tickets purchased through
Food City are blind-reserved seats
selected by knowledgeable mem-
bers of the BMS ticket office. The
tickets will be sold at the customer
service area of each Food City lo-
cation. Tickets will be emailed to
the customer within seven days of
the purchase. The final day to pur-
chase race tickets in-store will be
Tuesday, Sept. 14 for the Bass Pro
Shops NRA Night Race.

“Food City is proud to be Bristol
Motor Speedwayʼs longest running 

(Continued Next Page)
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New Hampshire Motor Speedway Executive Vice President and Gen-
eral Manager David McGrath (left) presents the 2020 Loudon the
Lobster plaque to NASCAR Cup Series driver Brad Keselowski
(right) on Wednesday. Keselowski earned the giant crustacean on
Aug. 2, 2020 when he landed in victory lane for the Foxwoods Resort
Casino 301. (NHMS/Jonathan Coleman photo)
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sponsor.  Weʼre ex-
cited to partner with
the speedway to offer
our loyal customers
great low prices on
tickets to one of
NASCARʼs premier
venues,” says Steven
C. Smith, Food City
president and chief
executive officer. 

“We invite you to
stop by one of our
convenient locations
to take advantage of
these great savings!”

Some of the most memorable
moments in NASCAR have taken
place during the Bass Pro Shops
NRA Night Race on the super-chal-
lenging .533-mile high-banked con-
crete oval. NASCARʼs best drivers
will beat and bang on each other –
NASCAR Playoff style – and only
the strongest will survive 500 laps
of mayhem and chaos on the sto-
ried short track.

In the NASCAR Cup Series race
(Sept. 18, 7:30 p.m., NBCSN, PRN
Radio), youʼll get to see all of your
favorite drivers racing hard to ad-
vance in the Playoffs, including
Kyle Busch, Joey Logano, Brad
Keselowski, Kevin Harvick, Chase
Elliott, and four-time season winner
Kyle Larson, who is still looking for
his first BMS Cup victory.

In the Food City 300, NASCAR
Xfinity Series favorites Austin Cin-
dric, A.J. Allmendinger, Noah Grag-
son, Harrison Burton and Justin
Allgaier will be trying to lock in their
Playoff positions in the seasonʼs
final regular season race (Sept. 17,
7:30 p.m., NBCSN, PRN Radio). 

Meanwhile, John Hunter Ne-
mechek, Ben Rhodes and defend-
ing champ Sheldon Creed will
battle for the victory Thursday night
in the UNOH 200 presented by
Ohio Logistics Camping World
Truck Series race (Sept. 16, 9 p.m.,
FS1, MRN Radio). The rising stars
in the ARCA Menards Series also
will take on the challenging half-
mile bullring in the Bushʼs Beans
200 as part of a Thursday night
doubleheader (Sept. 16, 6:30 p.m.,
FS1, MRN Radio).

For more information, please
drop by your neighborhood Food
City store or visit us online at
www.bristolmotorspeedway.com.

New Hampshire
Motor Speedway

LOUDON, NH - NASCAR race
weekend at New Hampshire Motor
Speedway (NHMS) is all about fast
cars and passionate fans, but itʼs

also about New England race fans
coming together to support kids in
need throughout the region. The
New Hampshire Chapter of Speed-
way Childrenʼs Charities (SCCNH),
the official charity of NHMS, has
lots of fun ways for fans to make
race weekend memories while also
making a difference.

“We are so excited to bring fan-
favorite events, such as Laps for
Charity and the Wicked Good Live
Auction, back to race weekend,”
said Danielle Cyr, director for
SCCNH and marketing manager
for NHMS. “Weʼre also introducing
new ways for fans to help children
in need throughout New England
with the opportunity to sign the
track wall banner and win a part of
a giant jackpot in the 50/50 Raffle,
which is sponsored by PPG.”

• Laps for Charity – Thursday,
July 15

Anyone whoʼs ever dreamed of
being a race car driver can make it
come true on Thursday, July 15
from 5-7:30 p.m. Laps for Charity
offers anyone with a need for
speed the opportunity to drive his
or her own vehicle or ride in the of-
ficial NHMS pace car on “The
Magic Mile.”

Three group paced laps in your
own vehicle or a ride in the NHMS
pace car is $40 per vehicle and in-
cludes a photo in victory lane. For
those seeking a more exclusive ex-
perience, VIP sessions are avail-
able for $100 per vehicle and
include the opportunity to be the
only vehicle on the 1.058-mile oval
with the pace car during your laps
plus a photo in victory lane. Limited
spots are available and advance
registration is required at Speed-
wayCharities.org/Events/#NewHa
mpshire.

• Wicked Good Live Auction –
Friday, July 16

Fans can bid on a variety of
unique NASCAR memorabilia form
many of their favorite drivers during
the Wicked Good Live Auction from
5:30-7 p.m. Friday, July 16 on the
NHMS Stage located just outside
the infield tunnel. There will also be
items from New England sports
teams, local businesses and once-
in-a-lifetime experiences.

• Sign the Track Wall Banner –
Friday and Saturday, July 16-17

Race fans can make their mark
on the 50th NASCAR Cup Series
race at NHMS. For just $5, fans
can Sign the Track Wall Banner at
the NHMS display in the Fan Zone,
Friday and Saturday, July 16-17.
The banner will be placed on the
racetrack wall Sunday morning for
the Foxwoods Resort Casino 301.

• 50/50 Raffle presented by PPG

– Saturday and Sunday, July 17-18
Donʼt miss the chance to win big

with the inaugural NASCAR race
weekend 50/50 Raffle presented by
PPG. Tickets will be sold at the
NHMS display in the Fan Zone all
day Saturday, July 17 and through
the end of stage two of Sundayʼs
NASCAR Cup Series race. Ticket
sellers will be roaming around the
property as well. The winner of half
of the jackpot will be announced
during stage three of the Foxwoods
Resort Casino 301. The other half
goes directly to SCCNH.

Funds raised from these events
will be added to those raised
throughout the year and then dis-
tributed this December in the form
of grants to local organizations that
focus on childrenʼs services. For
more information, please contact
New Hampshire Chapter Director
Danielle Cyr at DCyr@NHMS.com. 

Follow Us: Keep track of all of
the New Hampshire Chapter of
Speedway Childrenʼs Charities
events on the charity website and
by following on Facebook
(@SCC.NH), Twitter (@SCC-
NHMS) and Instagram (@SCC-
NHMS). To donate directly to
SCCNH, please visit Speedway-
Charities.org/Donate/#NewHamp-
shire.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Following the

July 11 Quaker State 400 pre-
sented by Walmart, AMS will break
ground on a historic project to cre-
ate the next generation of Atlanta
Motor Speedway and a first-of-its-
kind, all-new race experience in
2022. 

Following 10 months of confi-
dential research, development,
testing and simulation with engi-
neers and iRacing, the reprofile will
increase the current 24-degree
banking in Atlantaʼs turns to 28-de-
grees - higher than any other inter-
mediate track on the current
NASCAR circuit. Straightaway
banking will remain five degrees. In
addition to the new high banks, the
racing surface will become nar-
rower with an overall decrease in
width from 55 feet to 40 feet. New
widths will be 52 feet on the front
stretch, 42 feet on the back stretch
and 40 feet in the turns.

The project will pave the way for
a bold new era of NASCAR racing
in Atlanta.

“As Atlantaʼs racing surface has
aged, weʼve challenged ourselves
to reimagine what NASCAR racing
at an intermediate track can be,”
said Speedway Motorsports Presi-
dent and CEO Marcus Smith. “With
high banks in the turns, narrower

width and new pavement technol-
ogy, Atlanta will be unlike any other
mile-and-a-half track on the circuit.
Itʼs all new for ʼ22 and this will be
specifically designed for close,
competitive racing.”

The reconfiguration of Atlanta
Motor Speedway is the latest inno-
vative first from Speedway Motor-
sports, which has repeatedly
redefined whatʼs possible in
NASCAR. From the debut of the
ROVAL™ at Charlotte Motor
Speedway, to the first NASCAR
Cup Series race held on dirt since
1970 at Bristol Motor Speedway
and NASCARʼs first trip to Circuit of
The Americas earlier this year,
Speedway Motorsports has been a
driving force behind many of
NASCARʼs most highly-anticipated
events.

Construction is slated to begin
the week following the July 11
Quaker State 400 Presented by
Walmart, with the next generation
Atlanta Motor Speedway making its
debut in 2022 in conjunction with
NASCARʼs Next Gen car.

“Our partners at Speedway Mo-
torsports have reprofiled Atlanta
Motor Speedway to optimize the
racing with the Next Gen car, and
early simulations suggest the rac-
ing will be closer and even more
competitive,” said Steve OʼDonnell,
NASCAR Executive Vice President
and Chief Racing Development Of-
ficer. “From the Charlotte ROVAL™
to the Bristol Dirt Race and now a
re-imagined Atlanta, Marcus Smith
and his team continue to take bold,
innovative steps to bring unique
and exciting racing experiences to
our fans.”

Throughout the development
process, Speedway Motorsports
has partnered with iRacing to test
and verify concepts for the future
Atlanta Motor Speedway. The
world-renowned motorsports simu-
lator not only provided a virtual ren-
dering of each concept, but also
provided key data on how
NASCARʼs Next Gen car will per-
form on the reconfigured 1.54-mile
oval.

“Flexing the muscles of our vir-
tual track-building capabilities to
prototype Speedway Motorsportʼs
vision for Atlanta Motor Speedway
has been a fun and exciting
process,” said iRacing Executive
Vice President and Executive Pro-
ducer Steve Myers. “From one con-
cept to the next, weʼve seen the
future of AMS take shape; all with-
out moving a shovel of dirt in the
real world.”

The current asphalt at AMS is
the oldest racing surface the 

(Continued Next Page)
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NASCAR Cup Series
will visit in 2021. Since
its last repave in 1997,
the speedway has
hosted 38 NASCAR
Cup Series races, 24
NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries races, 20 Camp-
ing World Truck Series
races, 10 ARCA Se-
ries races, and four In-
dyCar Series races on
its 1.54-mile oval plus
countless U.S. Leg-
ends and Bandolero
car races on its

frontstretch quarter-mile “Thunder
Ring.”

AMS has played host to some of
NASCARʼs most memorable mo-
ments on the current surface, in-
cluding Dale Earnhardt's
0.010-second margin of victory
over Bobby Labonte in 2000, Kevin
Harvick's emotional and record-set-
ting 0.006-second margin of victory
over Jeff Gordon in Earnhardt's
Richard Childress Racing car the
following year, Carl Edwards last-
lap pass on Jimmie Johnson to
earn his first Cup Series victory in
2005, and a legendary battle to the
checkers between Gordon and
Johnson in 2011.

"Our operations staff has done
everything possible to extend the
life of our racing surface, and as a
result fans have enjoyed some his-
toric moments and fantastic fin-
ishes at Atlanta,” said AMS
Executive Vice President and Gen-
eral Manager Brandon Hutchison.
“While this asphalt cannot outlast
Father Time, the memories of the
great racing will last forever.”

For more information visit
www.AtlantaMotorSpeedway.com.

New Hampshire
Motor Speedway

LOUDON, NH - On Sunday, July
18, Gunner Olszewski, all-pro punt
returner and wide receiver for the
New England Patriots, will trade the
pigskin for the keys to the official
Toyota Camry TRD pace car as he
leads 40 of NASCARʼs best to the
green flag for the Foxwoods Resort
Casino 301 – the 50th NASCAR
Cup Series (NCS) race at New
Hampshire Motor Speedway
(NHMS).

“This is a dream come true,”
said 24-year-old Olszewski. “My
brother and I grew up watching
NASCAR with our dad, and Iʼm still
a huge fan today. I canʼt believe I
get to lead the field to the green
flag at ʻThe Magic Mile!ʼ”

Born in Alvin, Texas, six-foot Ol-

szewski will enter his third season
with the New England Patriots this
year. On Dec. 6, 2020, Olszewski
scored his first NFL touchdown on
a 70-yard punt return against the
Chargers, which was the first punt
return for a touchdown for New
England since wide receiver Julian
Edelman, who drove the official
Toyota Camry pace car at NHMS in
July 2014, returned a punt 84 yards
vs. Denver on Nov. 2, 2014. Ol-
szewski is the first player in Patri-
ots history with two punt returns of
at least 60 yards in a single game
and the first NFL player to do so
since Dec. 22, 2019. He finished
the game with 145 punt return
yards, the second-most ever in a
single game by a Patriots player.
He also hauled his first touchdown
catch on a career-long 38-yard re-
ception, added special teams tack-
les and was named the AFC
Special Teams Player of the Week.

On Jan. 3, 2021, Olszewski re-
turned three punts for 36 yards
against the Jets. In doing so, he fin-
ished first in the NFL with a 17.3-
yard punt return average, the
highest in Patriots history, passing
Edelmanʼs previous record of 15.5
set in 2012.

“Gunner has proven himself on
the gridiron and now is his chance
to show New England race fans
what heʼs got,” said David Mc-
Grath, executive vice president and
general manager for New Hamp-
shire Motor Speedway. “Weʼre ex-
cited to welcome him to ʻThe Magic
Mileʼ and put him behind the wheel
of the official Toyota Camry TRD
pace car.”

Patriots safety Patrick Chung
(July 2018), offensive coordinator
Josh McDaniels (July 2017), offen-
sive tackle Matt Light (September
2016), linebacker Rob Ninkovich
(July 2015) and wide receiver Ju-
lian Edelman (July 2014) have all
served as pace car drivers, making
Olszewski the sixth member of the
New England Patriots to get behind
the wheel of the official Toyota
Camry pace car for a NCS race at
NHMS. 

Keep up with all the latest infor-
mation on the speedway website
(NHMS.com) and mobile app.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - Outback Pres-

ents and Thunder Valley Amphithe-
atre Presented by Ballad Health
are excited to announce Grammy-
award winning rock band AMER-
ICA as the very special guest of the
Bristol, TN stop of ALABAMAʼs
50th Anniversary Tour!

“The Bristol, Tennessee Thunder
Valley Amphitheater is going to be

a party at the dragstrip when we
come to play with our friends,
America!” -Teddy Gentry

“After three years, we are thank-
ful we can finally come and play our
music for the great fans in Bristol,
Tennessee.” -Randy Owen

You wonʼt want to miss Bristol
Motor Speedwayʼs concert event of
the summer on Saturday, August
14, 2021. 

Following the concert, the night
sky will light up with the Food City
Fireworks Spectacular in a fitting
end to a great night of entertain-
ment.

Tickets are on sale now at tick-
etmaster.com. Limited seats avail-
able!

In addition, a very limited num-
ber of Bud Light Landing tickets are
also available while supplies lasts.
The Bud Light Landing offers a
standing-room only concert experi-
ence and it is positioned at ground
level in direct view of the main
stage.

Guests are encouraged to arrive
early. Parking lots open at 4:30
p.m., gates open at 6 p.m. and the
show begins at 7:30 p.m.

A limited number of $10 parking
passes are also still available for
purchase via Ticketmaster. It is
strongly recommended that parking
be purchased in advance. Guests
without parking permits will be di-
rected to the BMS Landing Lot
(cash only on day of show) off of
Hwy. 394 at Copperhead Road.

Thunder Valley Amphitheatre
Presented by Ballad Health is lo-
cated at Bristol Motor Speedway at
151 Speedway Blvd, Bristol, TN
37620.

For more information, please
visit bristoldragway.com.

New Hampshire
Motor Speedway

LOUDON, NH - When Justin
Bonsignore started racing go-karts
in New York, he couldnʼt have
imagined in a million years that he
would become one of the top driv-
ers in the history of the NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour (NWMT) just
15 years later. Becoming a two-
time NWMT champion in 2020,
Bonsignore jumped inside the top-
10 in the all-time wins list and won
his second title in three years, con-
tinuing to build a rock-solid resume.

“As a kid growing up at River-
head Raceway in New York, I never
would have imagined
I would even get a
shot on the Modified
Tour, never mind ac-
complishing every-
thing we have in the
last few years,” Bon-

signore said. “What we have done
as a team, itʼs humbling. You donʼt
realize what youʼre doing at the
time, but when you look back later
and let it all soak in, itʼs special.”

Bonsignore began driving for his
family-owned team and then made
the move to the NWMT with Ken-
neth Massa Motorsports in 2010.
Since then, heʼs been competing
with the Massa family on
NASCARʼs oldest touring series.
Bonsignore won his first tour race
at Riverhead – his hometrack – in
2011. He followed it up with his sec-
ond career win at Thompson in
2012. He started a string of suc-
cess in 2014, winning three times
and notching nine wins between
the 2014-2016 seasons.

But it was in 2018 when Bon-
signoreʼs career took off. Combin-
ing with Ryan Stone – a former JR
Motorsports employee – as his new
crew chief, Bonsignore won eight
races en route to his title in 2018.
He won six more races in 2019 and
won three of nine events last year
to capture his second crown. Bon-
signore had 29 wins and 87 top-
fives in his career entering the 2021
season.

“Ryan Stone, Ken Massa and
everybody, top to bottom, itʼs every-
thing together,” Bonsignore said.
“Ryan Stone just doesnʼt let us fail.
He works his guts out every single
night at the shop.”

At New Hampshire Motor
Speedway (NHMS), Bonsignore
has only tasted success twice –
once in the July 2016 points race
and the other in the July 2018 non-
points All Star Shootout. New
Hampshireʼs race weekend marks
one of only three times the NWMT
is at the same track as the
NASCAR National Series and the
100-lap race around “The Magic
Mile” often produces thrilling fin-
ishes.

Racing with restrictor plates is
similar to what NASCAR fans are
used to at Daytona or Talladega
with tight packs and drafting down
to the final few inches of the race.
Multiple races in the last few years
have come down to a last-lap pass.
Bonsignore is hoping heʼs the one
in the right position on the last lap
on July 17.

Tickets: Log on to NHMS.com
for tickets, schedules and more in-
formation on the weekendʼs lineup
of action-packed racing.
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Goodyear All
American
Speedway

JACKSONVILLE,
NC – Goodyear All
American Speedway
is set to roar to life on
Saturday, July 31st
with a Late Model
Stock Car double-
header headlining the
All American Show-
down.

Goodyear All
American Speedway,
located off Richlands
Hwy in Jacksonville, is
the relaunched and re-

branded oval track at Coastal
Plains Raceway Park.  Earlier this
month, veteran racer Anthony
Goodyear and his wife, Tonya
Goodyear, took over management
of the day-to-day operations at the
oval circuit with a vision, and that
vision is set to become a reality on
July 31st.

“The inaugural race at Goodyear
All American Speedway is going to
be an intense night at Jack-
sonvilleʼs Action Attraction,”
Goodyear said.  “Weʼre looking for-
ward to getting our first race in and
seeing our racing family at the
track.  Troy and Ronnie Humphrey
presented us with an opportunity
too good to turn down and weʼre
enjoying the challenge of bringing
this track back to life.”

With cost savings for the racers
in mind, Goodyear All American
Speedway will run the Late Models
on American Racer scuff tires for
the opening race with the hopes of
being able to procure new tires in
the coming weeks and months as
production issues inside the indus-
try ease.  Tires for Late Models and
Super Trucks will be available for
$170 per set, with mounting fees
and taxes included in the price.

In addition to the Late Models,
the All American Showdown will
feature racing for Super Trucks,
Street Stocks, U-CARs, Legends,
Champ Karts, Mini Cups, and Jr.
Mini Cups.

Free open practices will be held
on Saturday, July 24th from 2pm-
8pm and on Wednesday, July 28th
from 4pm-8pm.  On Friday, July
30th, an open practice will be held
from 4pm-8pm for $25 per car.  The
track will also be available for rent
by appointment only for $150 for
four hours for Late Models, Super
Trucks and Street Stocks and $75
for four hours for all other divi-
sions.  The track can be reserved
for rent by calling the speedway of-
fice at (910) 708-0202.

Rules for all divisions, with the
exception of Street Stocks (which
will run on an 8” tire instead of a 10”
tire) are available on the Goodyear
All American Speedway website at
https://goodyearallamericanspeed-
way.com/rules/. 

Enhancements are already
being made at the facility which in-
cludes a new paint job as well as
upgraded concessions.  There will
also be a family section in grand-
stands which will be smoke free
and alcohol free.

Tickets will be available at the
gate on race day for: $15 for adults,
$12 for active/retired military (with
ID), seniors (with ID) and students
(with ID), $5 for kids ages 6-12 and
kids five and under free.

Goodyear All American Speed-
way is Jacksonvilleʼs Action Attrac-
tion featuring racing and other
events.  For more information
about Goodyear All American
Speedway, check out the speed-
wayʼs website, like/follow
“Goodyear All American Speed-
way” on Facebook, or follow the
track on Instagram.

Bowman Gray Stadium
WINSTON-SALEM, NC - Racing

returned to Bowman Gray Stadium
on Saturday – with the blazing ac-
tion on the track to complement the
summer heat. 

Tim Brown had what he called a
"hot rod" and turned in a com-
manding performance in the
O'Reilly Auto Parts 100 for the
Brad's Golf Cars Modified Series.
Brown held off the outside row at-
tempts from Burt Myers and Bran-
don Ward. Ward finished second,
Lee Jeffreys was third, Burt Myers
was fourth, and Danny Bohn was
fifth. 

Brownʼs 83 machine was a
rocket ship, although he had his
hands full during the four double-
file restarts. The final restart came
with 14 laps left. Myers, who led the
points at the start of the race,
moved alongside Brown on the
front row. Brown surged ahead,
while Myers was caught on the out-
side and fell back.

"I like it with no cautions," said
Brown, who is currently tied with
Myers for first in points with 308.
"Man, what a night. What a race
car, what a race team, what spon-
sors."

Brown qualified on the pole but
drew third when the feld drew for
position. When Chris Williams, who
drew the pole, elected to start in the
rear instead, Brown was moved up
to start on the front row with Bran-
don Ward starting beside him in
second.

When the green dropped, Brown
claimed the lead and never looked
back. "So thankful, so humble,"
Brown said. "...I've just got to thank
all those guys for racing me clean.
I'm so thankful."

Although there were four cau-
tions, it didn't matter to Brown, who
took advantage of the restarts.
Ward, who was in third after the
final caution, sped past Myers for
second and held on to second the
remainder of the race.

"To be honest with you, the first
half of the race we were kind of rid-
ing there, trying to save the tires,"
Ward said. "We still weren't quite as
good as we needed to be at the
end. We were a little bit too free,
but we changed the tire setup on
this thing this afternoon. This is
technically our backup car that we
were planning on running tonight.
Our primary car broke a rear-end
housing this morning.

"But this car is just as good.
We've won races in this car. It's a
really good race car."

Ward's car was good, but it was-
n't as good as good as Brown's.

"We had a good car," Ward said.
"The 83 (Brown) just was a little
better rolling the center of the cor-
ners than we were. I think the
biggest part of that is just that we
made some huge changes to this
car this afternoon in practice.

"And we really didn't have time
to tune on it. We didn't know what it
was going to do. We just felt like it
was the right direction, and it was.
You know, just a couple minor ad-
justments and I think we're where
we need to be."

Brown, who won his second
race of the season after capturing
the checkered flag on June 12, did-

n't need any adjustments.
"There wasn't anybody who was

going to beat that thing tonight,"
Brown said. "There could've been
25 cautions tonight, they weren't
going to beat us. It was good. It's
the best I've had a car over here in
a long time. We've just got to keep
it like that now and win the champi-
onship."

Brown and Burt Myers now tie
for the points lead with 308 points
apiece. Jonathan Brown is third at
292, Lee Jeffreys is fourth with 278,
Jason Myers is fifth at 268, and
Danny Bohn is sixth at 262.

Zack Clifton returned to Winner's
Circle in the first 20-lap McDowell
Heating & Air Sportsman Series.
However, it didn't come easy.

Clifton, who has won 22 races at
Bowman Gray, didn't take the lead
until lap 18 after leader Jacob
Creed spun out around turn 2 after
colliding with a lapped car. That
brought the caution out and the
race concluded with a green-white
finish on the final lap. 

"I think I got up under a lapped,
car and I guess he didn't want to
(move)," Clifton said. “It checked up
and tried to go right, but he was
there. We collided. I just hit the
gas.”

Zack Ore won the second 20-lap
Sportsman race for his first win of
the season. 

There was a caution on lap 6,
but Ore, who finished 11th in the
first race, was able to get through it
for his seventh career win.

Christian Joyce finished runner-
up, followed by Amber Lynn and
Kyle Southern. 

Following both races on double-
points night, Tommy Neal leads the

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Tim Brown stands in Winnerʼs Circle after taking the checkered in
the OʼReilly Auto Parts 100. (CV CREATIONS photo)
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Series with 311 points,
13 ahead of Ore. Lynn
is third with 298,
Spencer Martin is
fourth with 279, and
Justin Taylor is fifth
with 277. 

In the Law Offices
of John Barrow Street
Stock Series, it's not
always where you
start, it's where you fin-
ish. David Creed
started seventh and
cruised to his fifth ca-
reer win at Bowman
Gray in the 20-lap

race. 
Taylor Robbins was on the pole

and led the first three laps, but
Creed, the father of Sportsman
driver Jacob Creed, breezed up
front and took the lead on lap 4.
Creed built a big lead, but the cau-
tion flag came out on lap 17. It did-
n't matter. Creed bolted out front
and held off Austin Harris for the
win.

Billy Gregg was in a backup car,
but he finished third, and vaulted
from second to first in points after
double points, 18 points ahead of
Christian Joyce. 
Jeremy Warren finished fourth in
the race and remained in fourth in
points. 

"It feels good," Creed said.
"We've had a rough year. I haven't
driven really well at all. I had some
problems, but hopefully this has got
the monkey off our backs."

Gerald Robinson, Jr. started the
night in the points lead in the Street
Stock Series, but after double
points, he dropped to third. David
Creed and Taylor Robbins, who
was sixth in points, are tied for fifth
place, 54 points behind Gregg.

A.J. Sanders is approaching a
major milestone in the Q104.1 Sta-
dium Stock Series.

Sanders, who won his first race
of the season in Saturdayʼs Sta-
dium Stock “A” race, has 49 career
wins. Sanders defeated Brandon
Brendle, Chuck Wall, Robert Str-
miska, and Grayson Keaton. 

"I'm not in the points," Sanders
said. "It was either going to be
wreckers or checkereds. I'm trying
for this 50 wins in my career, and
I've got one more to go. Then, I can
just do whatever."

Brendle is in first place in the
points after double-points night with
314 points, eight points ahead of a
three-way tie for second with Wall,
Strmiska, and Keaton. Luke Smith
is fifth with 300. 

Blaine Curry picked up his first

career win last Saturday in the
Q104.1 Stadium Stock Series “B”
race. Curry, the son of Charlie
Curry, defeated Patrick Mullen,
Justin Owens and Junior Smith. 

"This is why we all do it, for this
right here," said Blaine Curry, who
was real emotional. 

This Saturday's racing is Truliant
Federal Credit Night presented by
Q104.1. There will be two 25-lap
races in the Brad's Golf Cars Se-
ries, two 20-lap races in the Mc-
Dowell Heating & Air Sportsman
Series, a 20-lap race in the Law Of-
fices of John Barrow Street Stock
Series, and one or two 15-lap races
in the Q104.1 Stadium Stock Se-
ries.

In addition, there will be a Mid-
way Storage Skid Race, as well as
the seasonʼs first Midway Storage
Demolition Derby.

Clinton County Speedway
MILL HALL, PA - Jim Yoder of

Selinsgrove claimed his second
victory of the season, bringing his
career total to 44 wins at the 3/8
mile oval.  “We just really enjoy rac-
ing here,” said Yoder in victory
lane.  Other winners of the night in-
cluded Brandon Moser of Miller-
stown in the Pro Stocks, Timmy
Bittner of Beech Creek in the 270
Micro Sprints, Jeffrey Weaver of
Lock Haven in the 600 Micro
Sprints, and 4-Cylinder Feature
winners included Keith Haagen of
Bellefonte, Chloe Smith of Mont-
gomery, and John Bower of Mill
Hall.

Len Stroud of Avis and Nick Lof-
fredo of Jersey Shore led the field
of Limited Late Models to the green
flag, as the field came up to full
speed, something mechanical
broke on Loffredoʼs car to bring out
the caution.   The complete restart,
put Jim Yoder alongside Stroud.
Yoder raced to the outside of
Stroud to lead the opening lap.
Jimʼs nephew, multi-time feature
winner – Andrew Yoder was run-
ning in the runner up position but
took his car to the pit area on lap
number four.   Mike Smith, who
started fifth, tried to chase down
Jim Yoder, while Len Stroud Denny
Fourney and Tim Luben battled for
position.   A late race caution for a
stopped car on lap number 17, al-
lowed Smith one more opportunity
to pass Yoder.  Yoder held off the
challenge to claim the win over
Smith, Fourney, Stroud and
Luben.  Sixth place was Andrew
Yoder followed by Kaiden Bard, Je-
remy Oh and Loffredo.  Heats were
won by Andrew and Jim Yoder.  

Corey Stable and Doug Reinard
started on the front row of the 15-

lap 270 Micro Sprint feature.  Stab-
ley jumped into the early lead for
the first two laps, before sixth place
starter Wyatt Rotz made a pass to
take over the top position by the
completion of lap number three.
Two of the speedwayʼs top micro
sprint competitors, Timmy Bittner of
Beech Creek and Jeffrey Weaver
of Lock Haven chased Rotz and
were in contention to take the top
position.  On lap number eight, Bit-
tner made the pass to take the lead
and Weaver followed Bittner, shuf-
fling Rotz back to third.   Two laps
later, Rotzʼs car slowed and
brought out the caution flag.   With
five laps to go, Bittner led Weaver,
Denny Rinehimer, Stabley and
Reinard.   Bittner executed a flaw-
less start and cruised to the win
over Weaver, Rinehimer, Stabley
and Reinard.  Sixth through tenth
were Braden Kuhn, Nick Whitesel,
Skeetz Hockenbrock, Tom Quiggle
and Troy Whitesel.  Heat races
were won by Stabley, Weaver and
Rotz.

Pole sitter Dexter Strawser led
the first lap of the 600 Micro Sprint
feature event over Sierra Hauck,
Dustin Roberts, Timmy Bittner, and
Cody Hauck.  Strawser began to
distance himself from the field, as
Sierra Hauck and Timmy Bittner
battled for the runner up position.
Bittner took over second place by
lap number 5 and set his sights on
reeling in Strawser who had a siz-
able lead.  Meanwhile, Jeffrey
Weaver moved into the top five.
As the race continued caution free,
Bittner was gaining on Strawser
with the completion of every lap.
On lap number eleven, Bittner
caught Strawser and on the next
circuit, made the pass for the lead.
Bittner appeared to be on his way
to another sweep of the micro
sprint feature events.  As he was
encountering lapped traffic on lap
number 13, Bittner spun and
brought out the caution.   Weaver
took over the top spot with
Strawser, Cody Hauck, Dustin
Robert, and Sierra Hauck restarting
in the top five.  Weaver held off
Strawser for the win over Roberts,
Sierra Hauck, and Cody Hauck.
Sixth through tenth were Ethan
Spotts, Timmy Bittner, Jeff Gyuina,
Michell Holden, and Dan Tripoli.

Heat races were won by Cody
Hauck and Strawser.  

Robert Tressler of Lock Haven
started on the outside of the front
row and took the lead from pole sit-
ter Chris Orwig Sr in the Pro Stock
main event.   Last weekʼs feature
winner, AY Schilling and current
point leader Brandon Moser battle
for the runner up position.  By lap

number three, the top three cars
were in a contested battle.  On lap
number four, Moser passed
Tressler for the lead, while Cory
Long and Noah Jensen made it a
five car battle for the win.   The cau-
tion waved on lap number nine,
when Cory Longʼs car stopped to
bring out the caution.   Moser held
off Tressler on the restart to earn
his sixth victory of the year.
Tressler finished second, while
Schilling and Jensen battled for
third and fourth.   Orwig finished
fifth.   Sixth through tenth were Rich
Fye, Rooster Peters, Corey Long,
Todd Geyer and Tim Shirk.  Heat
race winners were Schilling and
Tressler.

Dylan Craft led the opening laps
of the first Four-Cylinder main
event.   Current point leader and
sixth place start, Blake Snyder fol-
lowed on Crafts rear bumper in a
race that went non-stop.  Snyder
made the pass for the lead by the
completion of lap number seven.
Fourth place starter John Bower
took the runner up position from
Craft on lap number nine as the
field began to encounter lapped
traffic.   Snyder appeared to be on
his way to the win, as the top three
cars entered turns three and four.
As the checkered flag was waving,
Snyder hesitated with a lapped car,
and Bower powered by to take the
win.   Snyder settled for second fol-
lowed by Jimmy Moyer, Craft and
Scott Englert.  Sixth through tenth
were Chloe Smith, Maddox Smith,
Emily Brouse, Coty Maines, and
Dakota Hamilton.  

Chloe Smith started on the pole
and led the field to the green flag
for the second four-cylinder feature
event.   Dylan Craft quickly moved
into second with Shawn Stahl run-
ning in third.   Ninth place starter,
Keith Haagen moved into the top
five by lap number four.   On lap
number eight, Haagen took over
second place.  With two laps re-
maining, Haagen took the lead with
Jimmy Moyer in hot pursuit.   Haa-
gen and Moyer raced to the line
with Craft, Bower and Englert in the
top five.  Sixth through tenth were
Maddox Smith, Chole Smith,
Joshua Thompson, Tim Muthler,
and Emily Brouse.   Heat races
were won by Englert, Haagen, and
Stahl.
Chloe Smith won the 4 Cylinder Jr.
Race.

The Clinton County Speedway
returns this Friday with a five divi-
sion program.  The RaceSaver
Sprint cars will compete in a $500
to win Summer Championship pre-
sented by Brigandi, Gleghorn &

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Haffley, an independ-
ent insurance agency
presenting ERIE Insur-
ance.  Additionally,
there will be the Pro
Stocks, 270 Micro
Sprints, 600 Micro
Sprints, and the Four
Cylinder with double
features.  Gates will
open at 5PM, Hot-laps
are at 7PM and Rac-
ing begins at 7:30PM.
For more speedway
information, visit the
website at www.clin-
t o n c o u n t y s p e e d -

way.com or on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - Defend-

ing NASCAR T.P.Truck Equipment
Sportsman champion  Brian Hirth-
ler piloted the Green Lane/Wm.
Penn PPB No. 4* to his third win of
the season in the T.P. Truck Equip-
ment Sportsman event on Saturday
night at Grandview Speedway, but
it was his first ever Firecracker 40-
lap victory for a $2,000 plus pay-
day.. It was an early birthday
present for his father who cele-
brated and he remembered it was
this time years ago he lost a good
friend Chad Miller. The veteran
racer commented in victory lane
that heʼd prefer to win this race
rather than the championship.

Jeff Strunk, who has been hav-
ing a rather up and down season
and struggling on occasion, finally
got the monkey off his back and
parked the Zubi Racing No. 88Z in
the winnerʼs circle for his first 358
NASCAR Advance Auto Parts
Weekly Series 30-lap T.P.Trailers
Modified feature to be the sixth dif-
ferent winner during the current
season. An emotional win for the
ten-time point champion as he ded-
icated it to former crew member
Chad Miller who lost his life 12
years ago in an automobile acci-
dent. Strunk also thanked the crew
for sticking by him and constantly
working diligently all week long try-
ing to get the car in top running
condition.

Sportsman action saw Adrianna
Delliponti, the first female driver in
the division, who is also a Micro
Sprint driver, take the early lead
from the pole starting spot.

Within a short time she outdis-
tanced herself leaving Tom Miller,
previous feature winners Decker
Swinehart, Jesse Landis and Kyle
Lilick jockey for the remaining posi-
tions.

Lilick worked his way into sec-
ond by the 14th lap and two laps
later he reeled Delliponti in to chal-
lenge her for the lead in quest of
another win.

The red was thrown on the 17th
lap as Tyler James was sitting
along the berm of the backstretch
infield and was aided by the fire
crew. When action resumed Lilick
outgunned Delliponti to become the
new leader.

Once Lilick was in control he
wasted no time building up a com-
fortable lead and by this point was
being chased down by Landis,
Jimmy Leiby, Delliponti and Hirth-
ler.

Dakota Kohler slowed his pace
in the third turn and had to be
towed into the pits for the 27th lap
caution period. Lilick held his pace
on the restart, but it was Hirthler on
the move as he advanced into the
runner-up spot.

On the 30th lap Lilickʼs car de-
veloped a push and he almost hit
the fourth turn wall. He collected it,
but Hirthler capitalized on the situ-
ation and moved into first as Lilick
was now second followed by Lan-
dis, Leiby and Dylan Hoch.

Mike Schneck set up a one-lap
dash to the checkered when he
stopped along the backstretch
apron for the yellow. Hirthler mo-
tored away quickly to remain first
and went on to collect he check-
ered for his tenth career triumph.
Chasing him across the line were
Lilick, Landis, Hoch and Leiby.
Sixth through tenth were Kyle
Smith, Cole Stangle, Kenny
Gilmore, Parker Guldin and Mike
Laise.

Miller, Delliponti and James won
the heats. The consi went to Hoch.

Mark Kratz was the early pace-
setter in the Modified feature with
pressure coming from Darrin
Schuler, Brett Gilmore, Ryan Lilick
and John Willman.

After three attempts to complete
the fifth lap Kratz was still the
leader, but now Hirthler was sec-
ond putting his bids in on the
leader.

Doug Manmiller, who was run-
ning a solid fourth, slowed his pace
in turn one with mechanical prob-
lems for the seventh lap caution.
On the restart Hirthler charged into
the lead and Strunk followed
through for second to challenge.

By the Danʼs Deli ½-way hoagie
mark with Hirthler at the helm of the
pack, the order behind him was
comprised of Strunk, Craig Von
Dohren, Jared Umbenhauer and
Brett Kressley.

Jesse Leiby hit the second turn
wall and brought out the final yel-

low on lap 22. At this time Strunk
became the new leader.

Throughout the race positions
were constantly changing behind
Strunk, but he never surrendered
first and went on to chalk up Satur-
day night career win number 76.
Kressley came on strong in the
final stages for second trailed by
Hirthler, Von Dohren and Umben-
hauer. Rounding out the top ten
were Timmy Buckwalter, Dany
Bouc, Craig Whitmoyer, Duane
Howard and Jack Butler.

Heats were won by Cory Merkel,
Justin Grim and Lilick. Carroll Hine
III won the consi.

The popular Capital Renegade
Rapid Tire United Racing Club
sprint cars will join the T.P. Trailers
Modifieds and T.P.Truck Equipment
Sportsman on Saturday, July 17th
creating an action packed triple-
header.

Sprint car action at Grandview
always provides excitement racing
and a strong field of racers is ex-
pected for the only appearance of
the season. Andy Best, Ryan Tay-
lor, Mike Thompson, Ryan Still-
wagon, Jason Shultz and other top
talents are expected to be on hand.

Adult admission for July 17th
tripleheader is $25 for adults, $10
for youngsters 6-11 and those
under 6 are admitted free.

The Meet and Greet session will
feature Modified racer Jordan Henn
along with Sportsman talents Chris
Esposito and Matt Clay. It gets
started at 5 p.m. at the main en-
trance area.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Mark

Smith of Sunbury has won a lot of
races in four different open wheel
divisions throughout his career at
Selinsgrove Speedway. On Satur-
day night he finally captured what
had been an elusive first victory in
the Mach 1 Chassis 360 Sprint Car
Open after making an exciting late-
race pass by Pat Cannon of Etters. 

Smith earned $5,075 for the win
in the 30-lap championship race at
the wheel of the CRC Brake Clean-
ers/NTK Spark Plugs No. M1.  It
was Smithʼs 29th overall 358-360
sprint car win at the track. 

Garrett Bard of Wells Tannery
scored his third Selinsgrove win of
the season in the 20-lap 305 sprint
car feature, while Adam Campbell
of Danville notched his first career
roadrunner win in the divisionʼs 12-
lap race. 

Selinsgrove Speedway will pres-
ent the 75th Anniversary Race fea-
turing 410 sprint cars and super
late models plus a professional fire-
works display at 7:30 p.m. TUES-

DAY, JULY 20, the actual anniver-
sary date of the trackʼs opening in
1946. Each of the 25-lap main
events will pay $5,075 to win. Track
gates will open at 5 p.m. 

Polesitter and former four-time
360 Open winner Blane Heimbach
took the lead at the drop of the
green flag in the main event. Heim-
bach was trailed by second-place
starter Davie Franek for the first lap
until sixth-place starter Pat Cannon
stormed into second. A lap later,
third-place starter Michael Walter
got by Franek for the third spot. 

On the fourth lap, a water line re-
portedly broke loose from the en-
gine block on Heimbachʼs car and
ended his hopes of a fifth victory in
the race. Cannon inherited the lead
and had Walter and Franek lined
up behind him. On the sixth lap,
fifth-place starter Mark Smith took
the third position and set his sites
on the leaders. 

At the halfway mark, Cannon led
Walter, Smith, seventh-place
starter Jason Shultz, and 11th-
place starter Derek Locke. On the
18th lap Smith got by Walter for
second and started to reel in Can-
non. 

The final caution flag unfurled on
lap 26 when Brett Wright stopped
in turn four with a flat tire. On the
ensuing restart a war on wheels
unfolded between Cannon and
Smith for the lead and win. 

With two laps to go Smith made
the winning pass using the inside
line on the frontstretch. He went on
to take the checkered flag by the
slimmest of margins over Cannon,
Shultz, Locke, and Walter.  

Fourth-place starter Garrett Bard
shot into the lead at the start of the
305 sprint car main event. Bard
was chased by polesitter Nick
Sweigart for the entire distance. By
lap five, eighth-place starter Kas-
sidy Kreitz moved into the top five. 

At the halfway point, Sweigart
and sixth-place starter Derek
Hauck dueled for the runner-up po-
sition. Three laps later, Kreitz pow-
ered into the third position. 

While Bard was holding the lead,
Kreitz closed in on Sweigart in a
race for second. At the checkered
flag, Bard was victorious by 3.2
seconds over Sweigart, Kreitz,
Hauck, and Domenic Melair. 

Polesitter Adam Campbell wired
the field for his first roadrunner win
but not without several challenges
from second-place starter Curtis
Lawton. 

On the sixth circuit, third-place
runner Jake Jones got sideways off
turn two and collected Tom Under-
wood. Jones was able to rejoin

(Continued on Next Page…)
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while Underwood was
sidelined for the re-
mainder of the event. 

When the race re-
sumed, Campbell kept
his No. 2 at the front of
the pack with Lawton
and fourth-place
starter Keith Bissinger
in pursuit. Campbell
was victorious over
Lawton, Bissinger
Terry Kramer, and
Jones. 

Selinsgrove
Raceway Park

SELINSGROVE, PA - Selins-
grove Raceway Park, the one-fifth
mile track located inside of Selins-
groveʼs half-mile track, will present
the Roger Folk Memorial All Star
Race for 270 micro sprint cars at 7
p.m. Sunday, July 18, paying the
winner of the 30-lap tribute event
$1,200 out of the $5,730 purse!

The format for the race will be a
pill draw with the top finishing heat
race drivers, pending car count,
going into a redraw for the start of
the main event. In addition to the
lucrative purse for the 270 micro
sprint cars, there will be numerous
contingency prizes awarded. The
Middleburg IGA and Tim Phillips
are sponsoring the championship
trophy and cake. 

“Roger was a kind, generous
person who was very dedicated to
Selinsgrove Speedway,” said
speedway general manager Steve
Inch. “He had a passion for the
micro sprint cars, coordinating the
All Star championship race for the
division for several years. Special
thanks to Troy Whitesel and all the
businesses and individuals who
contributed to this special race in
Rogerʼs memory.” 

Folk was a 1981 graduate of
Middleburg High School and was a
life-long resident of Middleburg. For
nearly two decades he was in-
volved as a track official at Selins-
grove Speedway, most recently as
the pace truck driver. He was in-
strumental in establishing the bowl-
ing program at Midd-West High
School and served as its first
coach. He was also the owner of A-
1 Advertising Specialties. Folk
passed away in April of 2020 at the
age of 56.

Joining the 270 micro sprint cars
on the Sunday evening program
will be the micro midgets and
winged kart outlaws. Track gates
will open at 4 p.m. with hot laps
slated for 6:15 p.m. Qualifying is

scheduled to start at 7 p.m. Admis-
sion is set at $15 (one ticket price)
and registration for the micro sprint
cars will be $25. In the event of in-
clement weather, a rain date will be
announced. 

Special thanks to the following
sponsors of the Folk Memorial
Race: The Folk Family, Selinsgrove
Ford, The Wash Zone, Horstcraft
Millworks, Kellerʼs Auto Body, John-
sonʼs Drywall, Trissler HVAC,
Hoover and Messner Families,
FOG Racing, Jeff Furlong, Wing
Dynamics, Nunziʼs Advertising,
Hammer Racing Engines, Werner
Fuels, Len Krautheim Auto Sales,
Kreamer Freeze, Stahl Brothers
Garage, 5166 Construction, Mid-
dleburg IGA, Tim Phillips, Tracy
Miller, Lias Tire, CMC Metal Coat-
ings, Power Mist Fuels, Trevor
Teats, Mike Folk (Joss and Kelsey),
Stolz Stoves, Marriott Power Wash-
ing, Puterbough, SLADE/Ryan
Kissinger Shock Service.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - The

quality of the skill set among the 37
drivers that took the green flag for
the start of the July 3 Thunder
Road Harley-Davidson 200 pre-
sented by Grand Atlantic Ocean
Resort in front of a packed house
at South Boston Speedway was
among the best ever seen among
a field of Late Model Stock Cars at
“Americaʼs Hometown Track.”

Among the best in the field was
Chad McCumbee.

The Supply, North Carolina resi-
dent has a wealth of experience in
circle track racing, having com-
peted in Late Models and Super
Late Models before moving up the
ladder to compete in the ARCA
Menards Series and all three of
NASCARʼs national touring series.

McCumbee is also an accom-
plished road racer. He is currently
driving a Ford Mustang GT4 for PF
Racing in the GS class in the IMSA
Michelin Pilot Challenge racing se-
ries. McCumbee and Stevan
McAleer own McCumbee McAleer
Racing which fields entries in the
Mazda MX-5 Cup presented by BF-
Goodrich racing series. Along with
that, he co-owns McCumbee Elliott
Racing with Robert Elliott which
fields a Late Model Stock Car entry
for Sam Yarbrough on the CARS
Tour and for Matt Cox who com-
petes at Florence, South Carolina
Speedway. 

McCumbee finished a strong
fourth in last weekendʼs Late Model
Stock Car race, his first start in a
Late Model Stock Car since win-
ning the Icebreaker at Florence,
South Carolina Speedway in Feb-

ruary.
The veteran racer said he came

to South Boston Speedway to sup-
port his longtime friend, Pocono
Raceway and South Boston
Speedway CEO Nick Igdalsky.

“Nick and I have always been re-
ally close friends,” McCumbee
said.

“I always told him I was going to
come race with him as much as I
could. This weekend is the biggest
show of the year here at South
Boston, and I just wanted to come
support him.”

McCumbee also noted that
South Boston Speedway will be
hosting a CARS Tour race in the
fall, and he wanted the team to get
some experience with the track.

“Iʼve been around the CARS
Tour with Sam Yarbrough and
wanted to come here and get an-
other evaluation of where we are,”
he explained.

“We knew this was a track com-
ing up on the CARS Tour so this
race would be a great test session

for us.”
McCumbeeʼs experience in rac-

ing across multiple disciplines re-
sulted from necessity.

“It was just to keep a job,” he ex-
plained.

“Iʼve been very, very blessed to
keep a job driving racecars for a liv-
ing. When I was in the circle track
world back in 2012 a partner that
was a team sponsor moved their
concentration to sportscars and
asked me if I would like to go with
them. I said the answer is yes,
where are we going. I went to Day-
tona in 2013 and turned into the in-
field for the first time on purpose

and tried to figure out how to turn
right. Itʼs led to a really cool last few
years.”

Competing in differing racing
disciplines has been good for Mc-
Cumbee.

“Iʼve been fortunate to have a
great relationship with Mazda, and
I now drive for Ford,” McCumbee
said.

“I represent them in the IMSA
series. I havenʼt had a great year
this year. We came out really
strong at Daytona and then weʼve
had some struggles of late. I had a
Top-10 at Watkins Glen and hope-
fully we will have a good rest of the
season.”

When asked which discipline –
road racing or circle track racing –
he enjoys the most McCumbee
says he likes it all.

“I just enjoy the sport,” McCum-
bee remarked.

“The sport continues to change
year-after-year. To keep a job in
this sport, whether you are a driver,
crew member, crew chief or engi-

neer, things are constantly evolving
and you have to evolve with it. 

“This sport is what I know. Rac-
ing is what I know, and I just want to
be involved in it and have that be
my career for the long term. That is
what led us to start the Mazda team
that we have and develop this (Late
Model) program with Robert Elliott.
I just try to keep winging it year-
after-year.”

McCumbee says the circle track
world will always be special to him.

“The circle track world is what I
come from, itʼs what I grew up in,”
he explained.

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Chad McCumbee prepares for the start of the July 3 Thunder Road
Harley-Davidson 200 presented by Grand Atlantic Ocean Resort.
McCumbee had a successful night, finishing fourth in South
Boston Speedwayʼs showcase Late Model Stock Car event. (VIC-
TOR NEWMAN photo)



(Continued…)

“It will always be
very special to me to
continue to have in-
volvement in the circle
track world, but the
sportscar world has
given me opportunity
to try to climb up the
ranks again and enjoy
that climb, just as I did
10 or 15 years ago in
circle track. The drive
to get to the top level
of sportscar racing is
certainly a fun goal I
have set for myself
and something I want

to achieve.”
It was through road racing that

McCumbee and Igdalsky met and
formed their friendship.

“Nick actually drove for me a
couple of times on my team back in
2015, 2016, 2017 a little bit. We
had a really good relationship.”

When asked if he would try to
get Igdalsky into a sportscar again
at some time in the future, McCum-
bee replied, “we talk about it all the
time. I helped him last year when
we went to Daytona, and he ran the
ARCA race there. We had a lot of
fun, and we were teammates in
ARCA back in 2010, I think it was.
He ended up driving some of our
cars at some point and we had
some success. I certainly need him

to come back and get in one of
those Mazdas again.”

NASCAR racing action returns
to South Boston Speedway on Sat-
urday night, July 17 with Bojangles
Night at the Races. All four of the
trackʼs regular racing divisions, the
NASCAR Advance Auto Parts
Weekly Series Late Model Stock
Car Division, the Limited Sports-
man Division, the Budweiser Pure
Stock Division and the Budweiser
Hornets Division will be featured in
the nightʼs racing action.

Registration and pit gates will
open at 2 p.m. Saturday. Practice
starts at 4 p.m. and grandstand
gates will open at 5:30 p.m. Quali-
fying begins at 6 p.m. and the first
race will get the green flag at 7 p.m.

Advance adult general admis-
sion tickets for the July 17 Bojan-
gles Night at the Races event are
priced at $10 each and may be pur-
chased online on South Boston
Speedwayʼs website, www.south-
bostonspeedway.com, through Fri-
day night, July 16. Adult general
admission tickets at the gate on
race day are priced at $15 each.
Kids ages 12 and under will be ad-
mitted free when accompanied by
a paying adult.

The latest news and updates
about South Boston Speedway and
its racing events can be found on
the South Boston Speedway web-
site and through the speedwayʼs
social media channels.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT - For

Michael Wray and the #42 DMW
Graphics Late Model team, the
2021 Late Model season at
Stafford Speedway has gotten off
to a start that most racers would
envy.  Through the first 8 races,
Wray has posted a top-6 finish in all
8 starts, including two podium fin-
ishes.  Wray currently leads the
Late Model points standings with a
pair of former track champions in
Adam Gray and Michael Bennett
right behind him.  The only thing
that Wray is missing at this point of
the season is a feature victory.

“By most measures itʼs been a
successful season so far,” said
Wray.  “Obviously weʼd like to have
gotten a win by now.  Weʼre bring-
ing a fast car to the track every
week, weʼve just had some circum-
stances here and there that have
kept us from winning a race.  We
had the season opening race won
but there was a late caution and we
ended up having some mechanical
issues that left us with a 3rd place
finish.  Weʼre leading the points
right now but Iʼd say weʼve been a
little unlucky at times this year.”

The fact that Wray finds himself
sitting at the top of the Late Model
standings at this stage of the sea-
son is thanks to a special assist
from his brother Dave, who is the
driver of the #44 DMW Graphics
Late Model.  Wray suffered an en-

gine failure several weeks ago,
which would normally sideline a car
until the engine was repaired but
Dave offered Mike the use of his
engine, which has allowed Michael
to keep on racing and earn enough
points to be leading the standings.

“I had an engine failure a couple
weeks ago and without blinking an
eye or even me asking him, Dave
told me to take and use his engine
until I got mine back and without
him doing that for me, weʼd be
done,” said Wray.  “For Dave to do
that for me, in my eyes it was
above and beyond, he didnʼt have
to do that for me.  I have a great
team behind me and I have to
thank my Mom and Dad, my other
brother Dennis, and I also have
about 8 or 9 nieces and nephews
helping me out.  Also thanks to Jay
Stuart from JMD Chassis and Dave
Miller from Auto Machine, our mo-
tors and chassis have been fantas-
tic every week.  Without all their
support I wouldnʼt be able to be
where I am today leading the
points.”

While Wray has amassed top-6
finishes in all 8 of his starts this
season, the one thing he wants
more than anything is to add a vic-
tory to his 2021 resume.  Wrayʼs
last Late Model victory at Stafford
was the season opening NAPA
Spring Sizzler feature event on
May 4, 2019, meaning that Wray

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Current Late Model Division points leader Michael Wray (42) takes his
laps battling for the lead at Stafford Motor Speedway. (SMS photo)
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has gone more than 2
years since his last
win.

“Oh yes I want to
get a win,” said Wray.
“Every week I come to
the track thinking ʻThis
is our week to winʼ and
we just havenʼt quite
gotten it done yet.
Weʼre at the top of the
speed charts in prac-
tice every week so we
know the car is good
and consistent, we just
have to have every-
thing fall into place for

us to get a win.  With the car that
weʼre bringing every week, I think
we have a good shot at winning a
couple races this season.  

“Every dog has its day and ours
is coming soon.”

Winning a championship without
winning at least once race during a
season is a rare occurrence but it
has happened at Stafford with
Michael Gervais, Jr. winning the SK
Light championship in 2009 and
Kerry Malone winning the SK Mod-
ified® championship in 2003.
While Wray would prefer not join
the club of winless track champi-
ons, he wouldnʼt be opposed to it if
that is how the circumstances of
the 2021 season play out in the
end.

“Thatʼs a tough question,” said
Wray.  “I know Michael Gervais did
that in the SK Lights and thatʼs not
really a distinction that I would like
to have.  That being said, if we are
able to win the championship that
would be huge for our team so I
wonʼt sit here and say I wouldnʼt
want to win the championship if we
donʼt end up winning a race this
season.  

“Obviously weʼd like to end up
with 5 or 6 wins and win the cham-
pionship.”

As the 2021 season wears on
into the summer months, Wray is
eager to end his winless streak
while at the same time continuing
to rack up finishes that will help
keep him in contention for the
championship. 

In order to do that, he will have
to find a balance between being
aggressive and racing for points,
but for now Wray is all about stick-
ing to being aggressive.

“Especially this early in the sea-
son racing for points is a danger-
ous mindset to get into,” said
Wray. 

“Iʼm still going to come to the
track trying to win races and the
points will be what they are.  If we

get down to like 2 races to go and
weʼre protecting a lead in the
points, you might change up how
you drive a little.  In an ideal world
we could clinch early and then do
whatever the last week or two but
the points will fall where they fall.
To use a football analogy, teams
start to play prevent defense and
then a team like the Patriots comes
from behind to win the Super Bowl.
With guys like Adam Gray, Michael
Bennett, and Tom and Ryan Fearn,
those guys wonʼt be going away
any time soon and theyʼre some of
the best drivers in the division so
we have to stay on top of our
game.”

Wray will also have to avoid the
mid-summer slump that he and the
#42 team have seemed to fall into
the last several seasons in the Late
Model division.  

“The last couple years it seems
like weʼre fast at the start and the
end of the season but we kind of
disappear during the middle of the
season, so itʼs all about avoiding a
mid-summer slump,” said Wray.
“We just need to keep on doing
what weʼve been doing all season
long and maintain the focus and
consistency in our weekly routine.
We also donʼt want to get compla-
cent with the car because I donʼt
think thereʼs a driver out there who
has ever sat in a car and thought
this car canʼt go any faster.  

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

Wake County Speedway
RALEIGH, NC - The finest stars

and cars roared into Wake County
Speedway Friday night with Light-
foot, Adams, Capps, Music,
Clements and Thacker in Leith-
Cars.com victory lane. The Staff
and drivers did a great job of drying
off the speedway and the fans were
treated to a great night of stock car
action at America's Favorite Bull-
ring.

Pro 4 Modifieds kicked off the
action with Jason Adams holding
off Dennis "The Dominator" Capps
to win the 1st feature with Kevin
Jefferys, Mark Hill and Justin
Marsan rounding out the top 5 fin-
ishers when the checkered flag
flew. Adams thanked his family and
crew from LeithCars.com victory
lane.

Race 2 for the division found
Capps in victory lane followed by
Marsan, Vuncannon, Hill and Ayers
in the top 5 positions.

Ryley Music has had a great
season at the Bullring, winning

once again , undefeated, 8 wins on
the season in the Bando division.
Phoenix Kimball, #23 Lowe and #5
Black rounded out the top 5.

The Legends feature winner
was Trevor Thacker, followed by
Carson Haislip and Zack Brown
and car #18.

Brandon Clements held off AJ
Sanders to win the Mini Stock fea-
ture with Joseph Pittman coming
home in 3rd place.

Zach Lightfoot towed down from
Va. spent the day getting his hotrod
dialed in for the bullring and it paid
off come feature time. Lightfoot
crossed the stripe in 1st place fol-
lowed by Daniel Vuncannon, Bran-
don Hobbs, Cory Walker and Ethan
Johnson in the top 5.

Wake County Speedway roars
back into action July 23 with a full
card plus USAC Midgets, twin fea-
tures for Late Models, Mod 4's,
Mini-Stock, Bandos and Bombers
for another action packed evening
of entertainment. Track rental,
Hoosier Tires and Sunoco Racing
Fuel are all available. Fol-
low http://www.wcspeedway.com; f
acebook and twitter for more info.
By the grace of God and 600
horsepower, see you at the races.

Williams Grove Speedway 
MECHANICSBURG, PA - Late

afternoon thunderstorms and
showers caused cancellation of Fri-
dayʼs 410 sprint and URC sprint
double header at Williams Grove
Speedway. 

The track returns to action on
July 16 with a Hoosier Diamond
Series World of Outlaws Tune Up
event for the 410 sprints and a
Summer Series race for the Mac-
Mor Construction 358 sprints.  

Fan Appreciation Night, featur-
ing free pit admission from 5:30 to
6:15 for general admission fans, is
also rescheduled for July 16.  

Fans will be permitted in the
front pits starting at 5:30 pm.
Sponsored by Hoseheads.com and
Martins Potato Chips, FREE candy
and chips will be given to fans en-
tering the pits when gates open.

Williams Grove Speedway 
MECHANICSBURG, PA - The

Lawrence Chevrolet 410 sprint cars
will go to bat in a Diamond Series
World of Outlaws Tune Up race this
Friday night, July 16, at Williams
Grove Speedway as they ready for
the next invasion by the World of
Outlaws for the Champion Racing
Oil Summer National on July 23
and 24. 

Also on the racing program at
will be a MacMor Construction
Summer Series event for the HJ

Towing & Recovery 358 sprints. 
Action gets underway at 7:30

pm. 
July 16 will also be Fan Appreci-

ation Night featuring FREE general
admission access to the front pit
area from 5:30 to 6:15 pm.  

Beginning at 5:30, general ad-
mission fans will be granted FREE
access to the front pits to meet the
drivers, get autographs and take
photos, courtesy of
Hoseheads.com and Martins Po-
tato Chips. 

Fans entering the pits will get
FREE boxes of candy from Hose-
heads.com and FREE bags of
chips from Martins. 

For the 410 sprint cars, the
$6,000 to win main event will be the
last opportunity to get dialed in for
the incoming outlaws. 

The sprint cars will use time tri-
als to set the heat starting grids
with $300 posted to the Fast Tees
Fast Time Award Winner. 

Now at the midpoint of the sea-
son, six-time track titlist Lance
Dewease of Fayetteville has
proven himself the man to beat
both in the win column and in the
point standings at Williams Grove. 

Dewease has been the only
driver to repeat in Williams Grove
sprint car action this year, now
holding four wins to date at the
oval. 

He currently leads the season-
long race for the track title over
Freddie Rahmer while also sitting
atop the 2021 Diamond Series
points over Anthony Macri. 

Diamond Series event winners
already this season have been Kyle
Larson and Dewease, who has
scored twice in series races. 

Absolutely no one has been bet-
ter than Derek Locke this season in
358 sprint racing at the track. 

Locke has swept all four races
contested to date and he will be
primed for this Fridayʼs extra dis-
tance and purse as part of the Mac-
Mor Construction Summer Series.  

Adult general admission for July
9 is $20 with youth ages 13 – 20
admitted for $10.

Kids ages 12 and under are al-
ways admitted for FREE at
Williams Grove Speedway. 

Williams Grove Speedway will
host the two-day Champion Racing
Oil Summer Nationals for the World
of Outlaws Sprint Cars Series com-
ing up on Friday, July 23 and on
Saturday July 24. 

Keep up with all the latest
speedway news and information by
visiting the ovalʼs official website at
www.williamsgrove.com or by fol-
lowing the track on Facebook, Twit-
ter or Instagram.
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