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Victory Lane al-
ways has been a place
for celebration, but
Martin Truex Jr.'s re-
cent victory at
the Pocono
Raceway was
far more re-
warding. 

It was an
emotional tes-

tament to love, determina-
tion and perseverance. 
Rarely has a post-race
been so overwhelmed by
emotion, both personal and profes-
sional, for a driver who refuses to
be slowed by some of life's most-
difficult challenges. 

Truex's little one-car team did
more than conquer Pocono. It dom-
inated the multi-car conglomera-
tions and became a victory of the
human spirit. 

For nearly two years Truex's
longtime girlfriend, Sherry Pollex,
has been battling ovarian cancer.
It's been a long and difficult battle
that's included major surgery and
monthly chemotherapy treatments
that will continue for several more
months. 

After the race, she tweeted,
"Chemo Monday victory lane on
Sunday." 

The entire sport then joined in
the party, including second-place
finisher Kevin Harvick. 

"Obviously you always want to
win, but when you can see some-
thing come full circle like their situ-
ation, it makes you proud to know
them and be a part of the sport in
general, to see how they've sup-
ported Sherry and all the things that
they've gone through," he said. 

Truex was forced out of his ride
at Michael Waltrip Racing in 2013
after the race team was caught try-
ing to finagle the final running order
to get Truex into the Chase for the
Championship.

Down but never out, it was
Pollex who kept her man focusing
on the positives while she simulta-
neously fought for her life. 

"And then obviously Sherry's sit-
uation happened, and it was like, all
right, this is when you show people
what you're made of," Truex said.
"She showed me what she was
made of, and I was like, wow, if she
can do that, I can do this. This is
easy. Honestly, just learned a lot

from her and worked hard, never
gave up, believed in myself the
whole time, and that's what it
takes." 

Truex has led the most
laps in the last five races.
He's been the victim of fuel
mileage and pit strategy in
three of them. But at
Pocono, and with Sherry
watching from pit road,
everything finally went
right. 

And the sport got a rare
finish that was far more

important than any trophy, just like
other finishes: 

• Dale Earnhardt Jr.'s 2001 vic-
tory at the Daytona International
Speedway five months after his fa-
ther was killed on the final lap of the
Daytona 

• Ernie Irvan's 1997 win at the
Michigan International Speedway,
three years after he nearly died of
head injuries there in a crash. 

• After failing to win the Daytona
500 in his first 20 tries, Earnhardt fi-
nally drove to Victory Lane in 1998,
but not before getting high-fived by
crewman from every team on pit
road. 

• Kevin Harvick beat Jeff Gordon
by a bumper at the Atlanta Motor
Speedway in 2001 just three weeks
after replacing Earnhardt. 

• And Jimmie Johnson won at At-
lanta in 2004, a week after 10 peo-
ple died in a Hendrick Motorsports
plane crash, including Rick Hen-
drick's son, Ricky, and his brother,
John. 

For Truex, the real victories ac-
tually started a long time ago with
Pollex's recovery and his new role
with Furniture Row. 

"It was definitely the hardest
thing I've ever been through, but
when you get through something
like that, it makes you pretty
[darned] proud of what you've ac-
complished, and this is easily the
biggest win of my career," he said. 

"It never gets any better than
this. It takes time to heal things es-
pecially with what Sherry and I
went through. This just kind of
makes you forget all about it. To-
morrow we are still going back to
normal life and we always try to re-
member that and be ourselves and
remember why we are here."

Which is far more rewarding
than winning a race.
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FasTrack Racing Journal is now available as

an online e-magazine!!
We are pleased to announce some big and exciting

changes. FasTrack will now be available online only. We will
still be covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. With this change we can
bring you all the news in a weekly format throughout the rac-
ing season. All you have to do to continue receiving FasTrack
Racing Journal Online for FREE is to send your email address
to fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line SUB-
SCRIPTION.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com

follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
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Martin Truex Jr. shows his joy and pride in his Furniture Row team

after winning at Pocono Raceway last week. (NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER

BROOKLYN, MI -
Starting 24th in a
backup car, Kurt
Busch fought his way
to the front of the field
through intermittent
rain showers and won
Sundayʼs Quicken
Loans 400 at Michigan
International Speed-
way when a deluge
halted the race after
138 of a scheduled
200 laps. 

Dale Earnhardt Jr.
was second when NASCAR red-
flagged the event for the fourth
time. Martin Truex Jr. was credited
with third, followed by Matt Kenseth
and Penske teammates Joey
Logano and Brad Keselowski.

The victory was Buschʼs second
of the season. He won for the third
time at Michigan and for the 27th
time in his career.

"Itʼs an unbelievable feeling to
know what we went through, paced
ourselves, and found the lead to-
ward the latter part of the race
when the rain came in," Busch said
in Victory Lane.

"You know whatʼs more special
about this? Winning in Chevroletʼs
backyard. Thatʼs whatʼs most im-
portant about winning in Michigan,
so thanks to Chevrolet."

That his team had put in extra
hours to ready a backup car after
Busch hit the wall in Fridayʼs open-
ing practice was not lost on the win-
ning driver.

"Yeah, you have to get down
and dirty," Busch said. "You have to

really roll-up your sleeves, get your
elbows dirty, and put the work into
it. And Tony Gibson makes these
guys work a little extra hard.

"I always say thanks. Iʼm always
there early with them. And itʼs a
great team chemistry feel."

Busch grabbed the lead for the
first time on Lap 133 when Kyle
Larsonʼs gas-mileage gamble
came up short and the No. 42 Chip
Ganassi Racing Chevrolet was
forced to pit road for fuel just as a
storm cell was advancing toward
the speedway.

Busch had pushed Larson to the
lead after a restart on Lap 130, but
Larson hadnʼt gotten fuel since Lap
88, and crew chief Chris Heroy was
gambling that the rain would arrive
before Larson ran out of gas. As it
turned out, the rain came three laps
too late for Heroyʼs strategy to bear
fruit.

The heavy thunderstorm arrived
on Lap 136, forcing NASCAR to
throw a caution and then to red-flag
the race for the fourth time two laps
later, with Busch out.

Busch also got an unintended
assist from teammate Kevin Har-
vick, who led 63 laps in the raceʼs
dominant car.

Harvick held a lead of roughly
four seconds when he brought his
No. 4 Chevrolet to pit road on Lap
120, but the reigning NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series champion had to
return to his pit stall two laps later
because of a flat right front tire.
Harvick lost two laps in the process
and was 29th when NASCAR
called the race shortly after 6 p.m.

Earnhardt was on the inside be-
side Larson for the final restart, but
the push from Busch propelled Lar-

son to his short-lived lead, and
Busch followed to the outside of
Earnhardtʼs car.

"When it came to the restarts,
we didn't take off as well as the 41,"
Earnhardt said. "We saw the same
thing at Charlotte, the 78 (Truex)
and the 41 take off real good.

"We were just kind of tight wait-
ing on the front to work, don't have
the good speed that they have the
first three or four laps, and that was
the difference today, and the 4
(Harvick) having the trouble he
had. He had the field covered."

If fortune favored Kurt Busch on
Sunday, the same canʼt be said for
brother Kyle Busch, whose car
slipped on damp asphalt in Turn 3
and shot into the outside wall to
bring out the third caution on Lap
52. In what may be the decisive
blow to his prospects of making the
Chase after missing the first 11
races because of injuries sustained
at Daytona in February, Busch fin-
ished 43rd.
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Kurt Busch is all smiles as he accepts the winning trophy after

being in the lead when the red flag dropped at MIchigan Interna-

tional Speedway as the rains came. (N. KINRADE/NKP photo)

Crews and officials get the race cars covered when the first rain red-flag interupted the Quicken

Loans 400. (R. LABOUNTY/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER

BROOKLYN, MI -
In his first NASCAR
XFINITY Series race
back from a broken
right leg and left foot,
Kyle Busch proved
conclusively that he
hasnʼt lost a step.

Taking advantage
of contact between the
Chevrolet of Kevin
Harvick and the Ford

of polesitter Joey Logano—as
those two drivers were battling for
the lead—Busch passed Chase El-
liott for the lead on lap 122 of 125
and held on to win Saturdayʼs
Great Clips 250 at Michigan Inter-
national Speedway.

Buschʼs series-best 71st victory,
his second at the two-mile track,
came nearly two months after the
driver of the No. 54 Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing Toyota was sidelined by a brutal
Feb. 21 crash into a concrete wall
in Turn 1 at Daytona International
Speedway.

Busch returned to NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series action in the
Sprint All-Star Race in May, but de-
ferred his XFINITY Series come-
back to Saturdayʼs race at
Michigan.

"It feels good," Busch said after
climbing from his car in Victory
Lane. "This is only a preliminary for
what weʼve got to do on Sundays
(in the Sprint Cup Series), but itʼs a
start. Youʼve got to start some-
where, right?

"I canʼt say enough about this
team. (Crew chief) Chris Gayle did
an awesome job today with this

race car. We messed up a little bit
today on a pit call, but we made up
for it. Hard racing today, man. It
was crazy, the side-by-side action
we got here. The trackʼs kind of
widening out, lending itself to some
cool action."

After a restart on Lap 116, the
race unraveled for Logano and
Harvick. As the two drivers fought
for the lead in Turn 3, with Logano
to the outside, Harvickʼs Chevrolet
got loose and washed up the track
into Loganoʼs Ford.

The right rear of Loganoʼs Ford
brushed the outside wall, but both

drivers were able to continue, albeit
after losing several positions. Har-
vick finished sixth, and Logano,
who led a race-high 54 laps came
home seventh.

Harvick took responsibility for
the incident.

"I just got loose underneath
him," Harvick explained. "I had a
huge run down the back straight-
away. 

“That late in the race, I figured I
need to try to win the race, and I got
in there, and he was on the outside
of me, but it was too late to not
have contact at that point.

"So totally my
fault. I just got loose
under him going for the
win."

Harvickʼs mea
culpa was little conso-
lation for Logano, who
had the raceʼs domi-
nant car for most of the
day.

"We were racing
for a win here, and it
just seems like he
drove in there pretty
hard trying to slide me,"
Logano said. "I drove
up in there, too, and he
got loose underneath
me and got into my left
rear and up we both
went into the race
track.

"Itʼs unfortunate. I had a fast Dis-
count Tire Ford, obviously the win-
ning car, leading a ton of laps and
up there at the end of the race. I
was racing hard, and he just drove
over his head a little bit."

Despite his runner-up finish, El-
liott left Michigan disappointed he
couldnʼt find a way to keep Busch
behind him in the closing laps.

"Iʼll be honest—second does not
feel good, to me at least," Elliott
said. "I thought we had a car good
enough to compete today… We fi-
nally got ourselves in position
there. 

“We had two even-numbered
restarts where we were six and
fourth (in the preferred outside
lane) that put us in position there to
have an opportunity on that last
restart.

"Obviously, the 22 (Logano)
would have been really hard to
beat, and Kevin got into him by ac-
cident and moved him up the race
track. Obviously, that opened up
our opportunity to have a shot at
the win… (Kyle) is really good at
what he does, and I donʼt really
have an excuse for it. So, yeah, he
outran me."

Kyle Larson finished third, fol-
lowed by Chris Buescher, who ex-
tended his series lead to 25 points
over Ty Dillon, who came home
13th. Elliott is third in the standings,
35 points back.
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In First XFINITY Face Since Accident,

Kyle Busch Wins at Michigan

Great Clips 250 winner Kyle Busch celebrates with his wife Samantha and baby boy Brexton in Michi-

gan International Speedwayʼs victory lane. This was Buschʼs first win since his injury at Daytona in

February and Brextonʼs first appearance in victory lane. (N. KINRADE/NKP photo)

Kyle Busch (54) and Chase Elliott (9) battle for the lead late in the race with

Busch coming out the victor. (N. KINRADE/NKP photo)



By CHRIS KNIGHT

MADISON, IL -
Cole Custer took ad-
vantage of a five-lap
shootout at Gateway
Motorsports Park to
score his second ca-
reer NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck
Series win in Saturday
nightʼs American
Ethanol presents the
Drivinʼ for Linemen

200 brought to you by Ameren.
When race leader Tyler Reddick

missed his second shift of the night
on the final restart, Custer attacked
and cleared the field to cruise to a
0.871-second triumph over
Spencer Gallagher. It was the 17-
year-old NASCAR Next driver's first
win of the year and second for JR
Motorsports, which won last month
at Charlotte Motor Speedway with
Kasey Kahne.

"I was just trying to tell myself 'no
excuses,'" said Custer, who won in
his third start of the year. "I think we
were a little bit better than the 19
(Reddick). We struggled a little bit
all day. I donʼt know, Iʼm just tired. I
gotta thank Haas Automation,
Gene Haas, Kelley (Earnhardt-
Miller), Dale (Earnhardt Jr.) for giv-
ing me this opportunity and
Hendrick engines, the pit crew for
coming out.

"We put everything together, we
didnʼt have the best truck, but we
ran a great race."

After Matt Crafton and Erik
Jones, who had the two strongest
trucks of the night, endured prob-
lems late in the race, the revolving
door opened with Custer answer-
ing. 

For Gallagher, late-race strategy
played into his hands – which ulti-
mately led to his second career
top-five finish.

"(We) didnʼt have the speed in
our No. 23 Allegiant Travel Chevro-
let that we wanted all day, but we
started 14th, so pretty far back
there and a track where track posi-
tion is such a huge deal, that was
kind of a cloud hanging over our
head to begin with. My GMS Rac-
ing guys played the game right all
night. We were able to hold off
Sauter at the end there. I told my
crew chief, better be lucky than
good sometimes, Iʼll take it."

Mother Nature played her hand
early at Gateway, cancelling quali-
fying after a brief, but heavy shower
a few minutes into round one of

knockout qualifying. The field was
set per the rule book, putting Erik
Jones on the pole after turning the
fastest lap in practice earlier in the
day.

Quickly, the track dried, but the
start of the eighth race of the sea-
son was delayed nearly two hours
after a heavy shower soaked the
1.25-mile oval shortly before pre-
race ceremonies. Drivers were
called to their trucks at 9:25 p.m.
CST, with the command to fire en-
gines less than 10 minutes later.

From the start, Jones kept the
lead and held the point until the first
caution waved on Lap 53 for a two-
truck accident in Turn 1.

Matt Crafton won the race off pit
road ahead of Erik Jones, Matt Tifft,
Johnny Sauter and Tyler Reddick.

Racing resumed, but Craftonʼs
lead would be short-lived as Jones,
a NASCAR Next alum, made the
pass on the outside and retook the
lead from the defending series
champion. 

Despite being chased by
Crafton, Jones kept the lead until
the second yellow flag waved on
Lap 80 for debris. 

While Jones elected to pit,
Crafton stayed out, while Tyler
Reddick, Johnny Sauter, Brandon
Jones and Austin Theriault played
strategy and took two tires. Jones
was the first truck that elected for
four tires and exited pit road sixth.

Crafton held the lead through
Lap 91 when Tifft crashed in Turn
1.

Under the third caution of the
race, Crafton pitted, handing the
lead to his ThorSport Racing team-
mate Johnny Sauter with Custer
second.

Restarting with 64 laps to go,
Sauter found himself unable to hold
off Custer, who ventured out to a
half-second lead by Lap 100. Ten
laps later, Custer had company in
the form of Jones, who made the
pass to reclaim the lead on Lap
112.

Six laps later, a stalled truck
brought out another yellow, send-
ing the lead lap trucks to pit road for
service. A flawless stop by
Craftonʼs team sent him back to the
top ahead of Spencer Gallagher,
who took two tires. Jones exited
third, followed by Ray Black Jr. with
no tires, and Reddick.

On the restart, Crafton was able
to stay ahead, but Jones, hungry
for his first win of the season, was
quickly closing. Ultimately, Jones

spun on the frontstretch 17 laps
from the finish while trying to pass
a lapped truck.

With Jones out of the mix,
Crafton found Reddick, Custer and
John Hunter Nemechek looking to
deny him of his fourth win of 2015.

The green flag resumed with 10
laps remaining and Reddick
wasted no time making his move
and surging to the lead. Craftonʼs
strong night would take a dramatic
turn after Nemechek broke loose in
Turn 3 and sent the No. 88 Toyota

hard into the outside wall, yielding
the sixth caution of the night.

Custer jumped out to the lead on
the final restart and cruised the rest
of the way to Victory Lane.

Behind Custer and Gallagher,
Sauter, Nemechek and Cameron
Hayley rounded out the top five,
while Timothy Peters, Ben
Kennedy, Reddick, Daniel Hemric
and Austin Theriault comprised the
top-10.

"I always knew that we had
trucks capable of winning," Custer
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Cole Custer Speeds to Second Career Win

at Gateway Motorsports Park

Cole Custer hoists his American Ethanol 200 trophy overhead in

front of his winning truck in Gateway Motosports Parkʼs victory

lane. (RONDA GREER photo)



HUDSON, NC -
The CARS Racing
Tour reached the
halfway point of its in-
augural season with
fireworks and excite-
ment at Tri-County
Motor Speedway on
Friday night.  A familiar
face in Brayton Haws
(Late Model Stock)

and a first-time winner, Quin Houff
(Super Late Model), found their re-
spective ways to Edelbrock victory
lane as part of the the LeftTurn-
sAndSunBurns.com 200 presented
by CCC&TI.

Super Late Model Recap:
After a brief rain shower can-

celled qualifying, the lineup was de-
termined by the rulebook (driver
points) and that put Cole Timm and
Kyle Grissom on the front row to
begin the 100 lap contest.

Grissom grabbed the lead on
the start from Timm, but fast-mov-
ing Steve Wallace, who started 9th,
began a quick charge through the
field.  By lap 16, when the first cau-
tion flew for an oil down from
Stephen Leichtʼs broken rear end,
Wallace had made his way up to
second behind rival Grissom.

The pair began a game on
restarts that led to both receiving
admonishment from race control.
Brandon Setzer and Zane Smith
tangled on lap 49, and on the en-

suing restart Wallace once again
stepped over the boundary set by
race control for the restart toler-
ances and was penalized to the
rear for jumping the restart. 

Following the pivotal penalty,
Quin Houff restarted alongside
Grissom, and they, along with Jake
Crum and Timm, performed a clas-
sic, Tri-County style, side-by-side
battle for the top four spots.  

Chasing down Grissom, Houff
was unable to make the pass until
a late race yellow on lap 76. Houff
muscled his way around Grissom
by lap 78 and took command of the
race, never relinquishing the top
spot. 

Houff drove his LFR Chassis
Chevrolet to the win over Grissom,
Crum, Wallace and Timm.  It was
the first career Late Model or Super
Late Model victory of any kind for
the development driver out of Wey-
ers Cave, VA.

“I would've never thought I'd be
this good at a track I've never seen
before in my life,” said Houff after
climbing from the car in victory
lane. “I can't thank LFR enough, my
dad and my family for standing be-
hind me, this is great. I can't believe
we're here!

“I never doubted those guys,
they're all great racer and I respect
them all and race them clean,” he
continued. “I ran my butt off until
the last lap and never gave them
an inch. They never gave me an

inch and I never gave them an inch,
but I never doubted and never
slowed down. It hasn't sunk in yet,
this is unreal.”

Late Model Stock Recap:
The .400-mile Tri-County Motor

Speedway has earned a reputation
for great Late Model Stock races
over the years, and the first CARS
Tour LMSC event was no excep-
tion.  Just like the SLM Tour, quali-
fying was cancelled due to weather
and curfew restraints at the facility.
Brayton Haws, already a two-time
winner this season, and Deac Mc-
Caskill, winner of the last event at
Southern National, consequently
started on the front row for their
100 lap affair.

Haws shot out into the lead for
the first 32 before the first of many
caution flags flew, the first for an in-
cident with Chris Hudspeth and
Black Stallings in turn three.  

After the restart, McCaskill and
Myatt Snider moved around Haws
for the top two spots and fought
each other hard for the lead.  When
the field again restarted after an-
other yellow on lap 55, Snider over-
drove turn 3 and 4 and slid into
McCaskill, nearly crashing both
cars, and cutting down a tire on the
No. 08 Ford.  McCaskillʼs stopped
machine warranted yet another
caution, and Snider fell to midpack
after the near-disaster in turn three.

The largest and most spectacu-
lar incident of the night occurred in
turn three on lap 58. While battling
for third, Tyler Ankrum touched tires
with Todd Gilliland, sending the
Ankrum automobile on top of

Gillilandʼs car in a shower of
sparks. No less than eight drivers
received damage and a number of
top contenders were eliminated
from contention.

Haws clung to the lead and did
not relinquish it, despite heated at-
tempts by veteran Jamey Caudill to
bypass the No. 41 Rheem Ford on
a plethora of late-race restarts.
Haws survived to pick up his third
win in just five CARS Tour starts in
2015.  R.D. Smith finished second
ahead of Caudill, Snider, and Gar-
rett Campbell who charged from
22nd starting position.

“In the beginning of the race, I
was riding the inside and I was
kinda pulling away a bit until that
caution came out,” Haws explained
after climbing from the car in Edel-
brock Victory Lane. “I gave Deac
the outside and that's when he and
Myatt got around me. So I tried the
outside and my car just felt amaz-
ing on the outside. It was insane. I
moved to the outside with about 50
to go and made it work.”

When Snider and McCaskill tan-
gled on a restart, “I knew it wasn't
over, it couldn't be over when
you've got the guys I do working on
this car. We went into three and all
I saw was hard racing. It was just a
racing deal and we came out of it. I
couldn't do this without all my spon-
sors and my family, even those
from Iowa who made a 16-hour
drive to come watch me race.”

“Hopefully this win will start an-
other win streak like we had a cou-
ple races ago. I can almost promise
you that we will be a very hard con-
tender throughout the rest of the
season,” Haws concluded.
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Quin Houff made his inaugural visit to the CARS Racing Tour vic-

tory lane at Tri-County Motor Speedway Friday night. (SHERRI

STEARNS photo)

The Tri-County Motor Speedway win makes it three for the season

for Brayton Haws. (SHERRI STEARNS photo



BROOKLYN, MI –
Ross Kenseth said he
came to Michigan In-
ternational Speedway
for one thing Friday:
“learn to win.” Mission
accomplished.

Kenseth, 22, mak-
ing his third career
ARCA Racing Series
presented by Menards
start, won Fridayʼs
Corrigan Oil  200, win-
ning at the two-mile

speedway by 2.1 seconds over
Frank Kimmel. Kenseth led 51 laps
in taking the win in the No. 52 Fed-
erated Auto Parts Chevrolet. He
took the lead from Grant Enfinger
on lap 87 of the 100 lap race.

“I felt like unless something
weird happened, we pretty much
had it,” Kenseth said. “I started
backing way off and saving fuel
there. I felt we were good on gas.
We had a heck of a battle with
Grant; hats off to him for racing me
clean. He did everything he could
to keep me back there. We got
along side of him. Thatʼs pretty
much what we needed.

“It feels great. I thought we had
one of the cars to beat all week-
end.”

Kimmel finished second, Austin
Wayne Self third and Tom Hessert
fourth in the Corrigan Oil 200, the
ninth race on the ARCA Racing Se-
ries presented by Menards sched-
ule. Matt Kurzejewski was fifth.
Josh Williams finished sixth, David
Levine seventh and Enfinger
eighth, the last car on the lead lap.
Sarah Cornett-Ching finished ninth
and Bo LeMastus 10th.

Menards Pole Qualifying pre-
sented by Ansell was rained out
Friday morning and ARCA started
the field based on Thursdayʼs prac-
tice speeds. That put Kimmel in first
and Kenseth second. Kenseth im-
mediately grabbed the lead on the
first lap and led the first 37 laps of
the race before a light rain hit the
track and ARCA officials threw the
caution flag.

Most of the cars near the front of
the field went to pit road, except for
Kurzejewski, who stayed on the
track and led the next nine laps.
Enfinger took the lead when the
field went back to green and led
until lap 86. His 40 laps led in-
cluded both yellow and green flag
runs.

Kenseth took the lead under the
green flag on lap 87.

“I moved to the bottom there to
get away from him and it helped my
front end a lot,” Kenseth said. “He
started to block the bottom. I think
he thought I was going to go to the
yellow line in one and I half way got
there then went to the outside. I got
a huge run off of two and, if he did-
nʼt lift, we were both going to wreck.
It was a lot of fun.”

Enfinger had to pit inside of 10
laps to go for Sunoco fuel, but still
finished eighth and will leave Michi-
gan with the ARCA Racing Series
point lead over Hessert and
Williams.

Self, in the No. 98 AM Technical
Solutions-Pirate Energy Chevrolet,
was on a different pit strategy than
other cars, pitting under some of

the caution flags.
“We started seventh and drove

a little bit at the beginning of the
race with a tight race car,” Self said.
“Fortunately we were able get
some of the cautions to work on the
car. We knew with fuel we were
able to do things a bit different. We
didnʼt have to worry about fuel
mileage. We were able to dig, dig
and dig.”

Kimmel, in the No. 25 Ansell-
Menards Toyota, finished two sec-
onds away in second. 

“It was crazy out there with the
rain delays on the race track,” Kim-
mel said. “I was saving fuel every
time so I thought I had as much
chance as anyone to make it to the
end. We ran as hard as we could.

The 52 just had everyone else cov-
ered today.”

Kenseth said he was not con-
cerned about running out of fuel.

“I thought we were fine on gas,”
he said. “Donnie (Richeson, crew
chief) seemed a little nervous about
it. I think he was worried just to
worry. I wasnʼt too concerned. I was
running wide open.

“I thought I learned a lot today. I
had a lot of fun out there. The re-
starts were real challenging. I had
a couple moments there where we
were kind of on the edge of wreck-
ing. Being back in traffic in re-starts,
I learned a lot about timing. It just
gives me a little more confidence
going into next week knowing I can
run on these big tracks.”

“It was pretty cool…glad he won;
he did a great job,” said Matt
Kenseth, the 2003 Sprint Cup
champion. “Thanks to Kenny
Schrader and all these guys on this
team. Ross has been working re-
ally hard, particularly the last year
to try to get some opportunities.
Gets to drive the Dollar General car
next weekend, thanks to my friends
at JGR and Dollar General, in the
20 car. This is a great weekend for
me here and Iʼm looking forward to
spending the weekend with him in
Chicago.”

Kenseth will make his NASCAR
Xfinity debut next week at
Chicagoland.

“I have a big week ahead of me.
Today went as planned. Hopefully
we can keep this rolling for the next
week and a half.”

The ARCA Racing Series will be
part of the weekend festivities in
Joliet, Ill., racing Saturday, June 20,
in the SCOTT 150 at Chicagoland
Speedway. 
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Fuel No Issue for Kenseth,

Wins Corrigan Oil 200

Race winner Ross Kenseth is joined in MIS victory by his fater,

racing legend, Matt Kenseth. (ARCA photo)





Phoenix
International

Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ -

Phoenix International
Raceway will officially
be renamed Jeff Gor-
don Raceway on Nov.
15, 2015 for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series Quicken Loans
Race for Heroes 500,
PIR President Bryan
R. Sperber an-
nounced today. The
race is the semifinal
race for the Chase for
the NASCAR Sprint
Cup and will be Gor-

donʼs last Sprint Cup Series race at
the track as a full-time competitor.

Tickets for the Quicken Loans
Race for Heroes 500 start at $25
and are available online at
PhoenixRaceway.com, by phone at
866-408-RACE (7223) or at the
PIR box office. The green flag for
the semifinal race in the Chase for
the NASCAR Sprint Cup will fall at
12:30 p.m. local time (2:30 p.m.
EST).

“Jeff has had an amazing career
in NASCAR, both as a tremen-
dously successful competitor and
as an incredible ambassador for
the sport,” Sperber said.

“When we thought about how to
recognize his accomplishments for
the Quicken Loans Race for He-
roes 500, we knew we had to put
together a celebration that was big-
ger than anything weʼve done in the
past. It doesnʼt get bigger than re-
naming the race track and Jeff Gor-
don is a person who is truly
deserving of that honor.”

The renaming of the track will be
a way for all PIR fans to celebrate
the importance Gordon had on the
track, the fans and the sport as a
whole. It is the first time that a track
has been renamed for a NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series race.

“Itʼs an honor to have the track
named after me, even if only for a
day,” said Gordon. “What a cool
gesture by Bryan Sperber, his staff
and ISC. Iʼve had some great mo-
ments at Phoenix International
Raceway, and this will just add to
the many great memories I have of
racing in Phoenix.”

PIR will also release a series of
five individual trading cards featur-
ing Gordonʼs image and key mo-
ments throughout his 24-year
career at PIR. A limited number of
each card will be randomly distrib-
uted to ticket holders both with their
ticket mailing and at the gates each
day during the Quicken Loans
Race for Heroes 500 race week-
end. Fans will have the opportunity
to trade with each other at locations
on the Fan Midway throughout the
weekend in order to collect the
complete set.

Leading up to the race, PIR will
present 24 Moments of Greatness
on its social media channels high-
lighting some of the trackʼs and
fansʼ favorite moments with Jeff
Gordon.

In addition, the event will be
commemorated with an official logo
displayed throughout the track, and
fans will be able to purchase ap-
parel online and on race weekend
through a partnership with Fanat-
ics, the market leader for licensed
sports retail.

Gordon has four career wins at
PIR, including three in NASCAR-
sanctioned races. Each of his wins
represented a significant moment
to the trackʼs history.

On Nov. 6, 1999, he raced to vic-
tory in the inaugural Xfinity Series
race at Phoenix, before tying the
legendary Dale Earnhardt with his
76th career Sprint Cup Series win
on April 21, 2007. Forever etching
his name into PIR history, Gordon
kicked off the repaving of the track
by digging the first piece of pave-
ment following his win on Feb. 27,

2011. His 23 top-10 finishes at
Phoenix is a track record, and he
will tie Mark Martin for the record
for most Sprint Cup Series starts at
PIR in November when he makes
his 34th start.

In January of 2015, Gordon an-
nounced that the 2015 NASCAR
Sprint Cup season would be his
last. The four-time NASCAR Cup
Series champion will join the FOX
broadcast team full-time in 2016 as
race analyst.

Daytona International
Speedway

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Day-
tona International Speedway (DIS),
2015 DAYTONA 500 champion
Joey Logano and longtime DIS
ticket holders today honored mem-
bers of the military as part of a spe-
cial ceremony.

The honorees received compli-
mentary tickets to the upcoming
Coke Zero 400 Powered By Coca-
Cola and classic DIS grandstand
seats (autographed by Logano).

The honorees and
longtime race fans
also watched Logano
add his “square” to the
DAYTONA 500 Cham-
pionʼs Walk of Fame.
Logano wrapped up
his day at the “World
Center of Racing” with
a hard hat tour of the
new seats located in
the east end of the
frontstretch that will
be open for the first
time during the up-
coming Coke Zero
400 Weekend Pow-
ered By Coca-Cola on
July 3-5.

In a few weeks,
Logano will return to
DIS for the Coke Zero
400 Powered By

Coca to pull off the Daytona double
by winning both NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series races in the same year.
Drivers to previously to sweep the
DAYTONA 500 and the Coke Zero
400 in the same season are Jimmie
Johnson (2013), Bobby Allison
(1982), Fireball Roberts (1962),
Cale Yarborough (1968) and
LeeRoy Yarbrough (1969).

“Weʼve done some things with
the military before but today was a
very special one being able to give
them some of the historic seats
from Daytona along with some tick-
ets for the Coke Zero 400,” Logano
said. “Getting to meet them and
talk to them for a short time was
special for me. Anytime that I can
shake their hand and thank them
for what they do, obviously if they
werenʼt doing what they do we
wouldnʼt be here today talking
about Daytona. (The military) are
very special to us and our whole
sport does a great job honoring
them.”
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Joey Logano (back row, center) took time to honor various military

members at Daytona International Speedway. (DIS photo)



Charlotte Motor
Speedway

CONCORD, NC -
Harris Road Middle
School principal Tripp
Aldredge took his col-
leagues to school dur-
ing Round 2 of the
Bojanglesʼ Summer
Shootout leading the
field of two-ton school
buses from the green
flag to the checkered
in an action-packed
slobberknocker that
pitted Cabarrus
County principals
against one another
Tuesday night. John

Holloman Jr., Carl Cormier and
Michael Torres also scored A-Main
wins in front of a packed house at
Charlotte Motor Speedway.

Aldredge, who started on the
pole, held off a hard-charging Kevin
Senter from Cabarrus Charter
Academy and Darin Roberts from
Carl A. Furr Elementary School to
claim the coveted championʼs belt
and bragging rights in what has be-
come a fan-favorite exhibition.

After his win, Aldredge was
quick to thank his legions of fans,
many of whom brought signs and
oversized photos of their principalʼs
head to cheer on their favorite
driver.

“As soon as the flag dropped, I
put the pedal to the metal,” Al-
dredge said. “I was hoping to get a
little skin on the other guys, but I
didnʼt want to slow up and give up
my lead. I just kept my head down
and kept turning left.”

Torres dominated in the second
round of the Legends Pro division
race. With a total of eight cautions,
the Florida native was untouchable
for all 25 laps of the race and his
consistency allowed him to main-
tain his lead after each restart.

“It was definitely a team effort
and a well-deserved win,” Torres
said. “Iʼm just going to continue
keeping my trust in my crew chief
and staying as consistent as we
can.”

Jordan Black brought home a
win earlier this afternoon to make
up for the rain-delay Monday night.

The Bandolero Outlaws came
hot out of the oven Tuesday with
Mathew Davey from Mooresville,
North Carolina, taking home the
victory, followed by Ashton Higgins
and Connor Younginer.  

“This is the greatest moment in
my life; I have worked for this for
three years,” said Davey.

Davey and Higgins fought com-
petitively, with Higgins making an
aggressive three-wide power play

for the lead midway through the
race. Davey fought back and ma-
neuvered his way to the front. He
finished four car lengths ahead of
Higgins and was not shy to cele-
brate in Victory Lane, kissing the
start finish line.

“This is my first win in the
Shootout and my third win here at
Charlotte Motor Speedway,” said
Davey, who walked away with a
trophy and a smile, knowing he had
made his family proud. 

On Monday night during the first
round of competition, Stevie Johns
Jr. took the checkered flag in the
Legend Car Semi Pro division,
while Tom Pistone claimed victory
in the Security Force Masters and
Dawson Cram earned a season-
opening win in the Young Lions di-
vision. Jordan Black started his
season in Victory Lane after rain
forced the Legends Car Pro divi-
sion to be postponed until Tuesday
night.  In the Bandolero classes
Landon Rapp (beginner ban-
dolero), Ashton Higgins (outlaw),
Daniel Wilk (LiveWell Bandolero
Bandits) each earned wins Mon-
day.

The Bojanglesʼ Summer
Shootout racing action continues at
Charlotte Motor Speedway on
Tuesday, June 16, with Mascot
Mania go-kart races on Team Spirit
Night. Fans are encouraged to
come out dressed in their favorite
team apparel and cheer on their fa-
vorite Charlotte-area mascot.   

For more information on the Bo-
janglesʼ Summer Shootout Series
call the Charlotte Motor Speedway
ticket office at 1-800-455-FANS
(3267) or visit www.charlottemotor-
speedway.com. Connect with

Charlotte Motor Speedway on Twit-
ter, Facebook and Instagram or get
all the latest news and information
with the Charlotte Motor Speedway
mobile app.

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - For the first time

at Sonoma Raceway, race fans can
lock-in incredible race-day experi-
ences and NASCAR collectibles in
advance of the Toyota/Save Mart
350 race weekend with the Speed-
way Childrenʼs Charities (SCC) on-
line charity auction.

The auction, which launches
today, will feature nearly 30 items,
including “Ride of a Lifetime” expe-
riences with top NASCAR drivers,
Jeff Gordon collectibles and unique
race-weekend packages. The on-
line auction will be available at
www.sccauctions.com from June 8
to June 22 at noon (Pacific). The
new format opens the auction to all
race fans, including those who still
need to purchase tickets for race
weekend.

The highlight of the auction is 16
Ride of a Lifetime experiences,
which offer fans a chance to ride
with their favorite NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series driver around the road
course in the back of a Toyota Tun-
dra during pre-race ceremonies.

The auction will also include ex-
clusive Gordon items to commem-
orate his final race as a full-time
Sprint Cup Series driver in
Sonoma. These
items will include Jeff
Gordon-signed pic-
tures commemorat-
ing each of his five
wins at Sonoma and
an authentic crew fire

suit.
Listed below are the items up for

bid during the NASCAR Charity
Auction at www.sccauctions.com:

• Ride of Lifetime Experiences
with: Clint Bowyer, Kurt Busch,
Kyle Busch, Austin Dillon, Dale
Earnhardt Jr., Carl Edwards, Jeff
Gordon, Denny Hamlin, Kevin Har-
vick, Kasey Kahne, Joey Logano,
Michael McDowell, Jamie McMur-
ray, Danica Patrick, Boris Said, and
Tony Stewart

• Jeff Gordon Crew Fire Suit
• Kurt Busch Autographed Rear

Side Piece
• Denny Hamlin Left Rocker

Sheet Metal
• Math Kenseth Left Front Head-

light Panel
• Kyle Busch Left Contingency

Sheet Metal
• Matt Kenseth Center Post

Sheet Metal
• Five Autographed Jeff Gordon

Pictures
• Real. Strong. Redwood Deck

VIP Package
• Weekend Camping Package
All proceeds from the auction

benefit the Sonoma chapter of
SCC, the charitable arm of
Sonoma Raceway. The Sonoma
Chapter of Speedway Childrenʼs
Charities is dedicated to helping
children in need in Sonoma County
and has distributed more than $4.8
million to qualified youth groups
since 2001. For more information
on the local chapter, visit
racesonoma.com/scc.

Another way to support Speed-
way Childrenʼs Charities during
NASCAR weekend is to purchase
a raffle ticket for a Wine Country
Getaway. This package includes a
two-night stay at Sonoma Mission
Inn, including a $300 gift certificate,
a $100 gift card to Girl and the Fig,
a dinner for two at Santé, a tour
and tasting for six at Keller Estates
Winery, and a retro themed filled
cooler with Sears Point branded
memorabilia. Raffle tickets sell for
$1 each, 6 for $5, 13 for $10 and 27
for $20. Tickets can be purchased
during race weekend at the Ticket
Pit Stop located behind the Main
Grandstand. The winning ticket will
be chosen on Sept. 3.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets for the Toyota/Save
Mart 350 weekend, visit
racesonoma.com/nascar or call
800-870-RACE (7223).
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Tripp Aldredge, principal at Harris Road Middle School, celebrates

in Victory Lane after winning the Bojangles' Summer Shootout

School Bus Sloberknocker Tuesday night. (CMS/John Davison

photo)





HERMON, ME -
Mike Rowe of Turner
padded his lead in the
AIM Recycling PASS
North Super Late
Model championship
chase, posting an im-
pressive victory in the
Hight Chevrolet 150 at
Speedway 95 in Her-
mon, Maine on Sun-
day afternoon. It was
the third victory of the

season for the Petit Motorsports
team, winless on the PASS circuit
for nine years before Rowe climbed
into their equipment.

Reigning champion DJ Shaw of
Center Conway, New Hampshire
and Turner's Glen Luce swapped
the lead in the event's early stages
while eventual winner Rowe, who
started 11th, worked his way into
the top five by the 34th lap. Work-

ing traffic like the Hall of Famer that
he is, Rowe blasted into the race
lead less than five laps later.

Both Shaw and Farmington's
Cassius Clark, driving the Hight 77,
mounted brief challenges to Rowe
on late restarts, but the 64-year-old
master prevailed for the third time
in six starts on the PASS North
Super Late Model circuit.

Cassius Clark, who made things
quite interesting in the closing laps,
settled for a runner-up finish, while
Shaw seemed disappointed with
his third-place run after running in
front of the pack ealier in the 150-
lapper.

Travis Benjamin of Morrill
swapped positions with the fr-
rontrunners throughout the event
and claimed a fourth-place finish.
Jeremy Davis of Tamworth, New
Hampshire once again came alive
in the late stages of the race to

claim his second straight top five-
finish.

Early-race pacesetter Luce
managed to cross the line in sixth
position, with six-time PASS North
champion Johnny Clark rebound-
ing to finish seventh following a
late-race pit stop. Joey Doiron,
Gary Smith and Dave Oliver
rounded out the top ten.

Doug McClure led all the way en
route to victory in the 30-lap feature
race for PASS Mods.

McClure's biggest test came

from points leader Ryan Robbins
who claimed runner-up honors
ahead of Scott Alexander. Reigning
series champion Andy Shaw and
Matty Sanborn rounded out the top
five.

The AIM Recycling USA PASS
North Super Late Model race next
at Autodrome Chaudiere in Quebec
this Saturday night (June 20). The
tour's next event in the United
States is set for Friday, June 26 at
Lee USA Speedway in Lee, New
Hampshire.

P.
A.

S.
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SPRINGPORT, MI
- A pivotal stretch of
three races in an eight
day span throughout
the state of Michigan
began for the Broaster
Chicken ICAR Top
Speed Modified Tour
Northern Division at
Springport Motor
Speedway on Satur-
day, June 13th. The
Wheels 4 Wheels 50

Presented by Beacon Sales &
Service marked  the second of
three appearances at the 3/8s mile
semi-banked paved oval located
north of Jackson and south of
Lansing in Springport, Michigan. 

In the tours' first appearance
back on May 3rd, 2015 M.P.H. Pro-
motions Rookie of the Year title
contender, Jason Parish scored the
victory in the Cabin Fever 50 Pre-
sented by Genuine Broaster
Chicken. This time around in the
second appearance in Southern
Michigan, Parish, the Overall and
Rookie of the Year points leader,
continued his winning ways at his
home track as the Eaton Rapids,
Michigan driver in his #31 Painless
Dentistry / Town & Country Auto
Sales entry by starting on the pole
and leading all 50 laps for his sec-

ond ICAR Top Speed Modified Tour
triumph of the season. 

“It wouldnʼt bother me at all if we
just ran all of the Northern Division
races here that's for sure,"
Laughed the 41-year-old
driver after extended his
lead in the season long
points chase both overall
and for the freshman title,”
said Parish. "I really like the
competition and I like that
we get to travel around with
the ICAR Top Speed Modi-
fied Tour.  Itʼs just a good
series to run for and any
time we can get a victory is
a good thing. any victory is
good. But we worked really
hard this week so that
makes two in a row here at
Springport pretty special.
No race is easy, and espe-
cially with this competition,
youʼre in it every lap, so
nothing is easy." He added. 

After Economy Auto
Parts Fast Qualifier, Bobby
Heyink pulled a 10 for the
redraw inversion, Parish,
who qualified third and Nick
Clemens, who timed in sec-
ond quick, drew the #1 and
#2 pills respectively and
would lead the 23-car field

down to Chief Starter, Weo
Schweyer's green flag. Parish
edged out ahead of Clemens head-
ing into the first corner to take the
early lead while the rest of the field
jockeyed for position behind him.
As the laps continued to click off,
Parish would continually build up
his lead over Clemens and the rest
of the field. 

Five cautions slowed the event
and on each restart Parish would
utilize the inside lane which was the
preferred groove around the 3/8s
mile on a humid evening in South-
ern Michigan. The final restart
came with eight laps to go and
Clemens tried to mount one last
charge at Parish, but the home
track favorite wasn't going to be de-
nied on this night and would again
pull away from Clemens and the
rest of the pack to make the home-
town fans happy with his second
straight ICAR Top Speed Modified
Tour Northern Division win of the
season at Springport and second
overall victory in three starts. 

Clemens settled for second in
his #34 O'Guinn Family Funeral
Homes open-wheeled Modified
and was able to keep pace with
Parish in the chase for the 2015
ICAR Top Speed Modified Tour
Northern Division Championship.
The Clio, Michigan driver has
recorded three straight top five fin-
ishes in three starts on the North
Tour as the 31-year-old driver has
scored showings of third, fifth and
in this event, a career high second.
2011 Track Champion, Walt
Obrinske Jr., rounded out the
podium finishers in his #T3 Beacon
Sales & Service machine. The 35-
year-old driver from Olivet, Michi-
gan came into the event as the
defending race winner of the
Wheels 4 Wheels 50 and was able
to back that up with a podium
showing.

Hight Chevrolet 150 is Third
PASS North SLM Victory

This Season for Mike Rowe

Mike Rowe waves the checkered flag on his way to victory lane at

IC
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n Parish Scores 2nd Victory
of 2015 at Springport

Motor Speedway

Jason Parish emerges victourious from

his car in victory lane after winning his

second race at Springport Motor Speed-

way in 2015 (R&S Racing Photos/ICAR

photo)



BRANDON, SD- Less than 20
hours after he stood in victory lane
at Knoxville Raceway in the wee
hours of Sunday morning, Donny
Schatz did it again Sunday night at
Huset's Speedway, scoring his
13th World of Outlaws Sprint Car
Series feature win of the season.

It is just the second time an
Outlaws driver has accomplished
the feat.

"Hats off to this Bad Boy Bug-
gies team, these guys do a phenomenal job day
in and day out," said an emotional Schatz in vic-
tory lane. "It's been a long night for these teams
- I know they're ready for bed. They didn't roll
into town until the wee hours of the morning. I
got one guy from Watertown, so a Huset's win is
big."

Schatz joins Sammy Swindell in the record
books. Swindell took home wins at the famed
Moody Mile in Syracuse, N.Y. and Rolling
Wheels Raceway in Elbridge, N.Y. on the same
day in 1992.

The night could have had a very different out-
come if not for some traffic and bad timing.

Paul McMahan led the field through the early
going with Schatz and Daryn Pittman on his tail.
Schatz got around Pittman to take over second
on the third lap, but Pittman battled back on lap
8, throwing a slider on Schatz in turn three to re-
take the spot.

As McMahan, Pittman and Schatz worked
their way through lapped traffic, the gap be-
tween the top-five closed. Schatz lost his spot
to Shane Stewart on lap 15.

Four laps later, as McMahan and Pittman
continued to work their way through traffic, the
car in front of McMahan checked up to avoid
contact with another car. With nowhere to
go, McMahan made contact and spun, col-
lecting Pittman on the exit of turn 2. The
caution flag flew with the top-two cars
turned around on track.

When the field returned to green, Stew-
art, who had been sitting third, took over the
top spot. Schatz, Lasoski, David Gravel and
Kraig Kinser made up the rest of the top
five. Stewart led the next six laps until
Schatz caught him on the front stretch and
battled by to lead the next lap. One more
caution flag waved, but Stewart wasn't able
to catch Schatz.

"We were really good early trying to get
around guys but it was just a matter of time
before the rubber laid down," Schatz said.
"We slipped up there and Daryn got by and
then Shane got by. You just have to be pa-
tient. You've got to try to put yourself in a
position to get back or force them into mak-
ing a mistake… We had to get Shane back
and that's pretty tough to do. A lot of it is this
race team - I'm just the lucky guy who gets
to drive it."

A frustrated Stewart said he was disap-

pointed with the finish for his No. 2 Larson
Marks Racing team after the opportunity he was
given earlier in the feature.

"After getting the huge gift that I got, you hate
losing a race like that," Stewart said. "Just got a
little bit high and you just can't screw up when
he's behind you. I hate it for my guys. They gave
me a good car."

Lasoski, the 2001 World of Outlaws Sprint
Car Series champion, battled forward from a
sixth place starting position. The podium finish
was the fifth top-five run for Lasoski with the
Outlaws this season. He won at I-80 Speedway
10 days ago.

"Anytime we come here to Sioux Falls, it's
like a third home for me," Lasoski said. "I love
coming back here for the great fans here. I wish
we could have gotten this GoMuddy.com car a
couple of better spots."

The World of Outlaws Sprint Car Series re-
turns to action on Tuesday, June 16 at Granite
City Speedway. It will be the first time the series
has taken on the Sauk Rapids, Minnesota track.
For more information on the event and to learn
how to purchase tickets, visit http://woosprint.
com/granite-city-speedway.

Follow the World of Outlaws Sprint Car Se-
ries on Twitter at www.twitter.com/WorldofOut-
laws, like it on Facebook atwww.facebook.
com/WorldofOutlaws, or check out the latest
videos on YouTube at www.youtube.com/
WorldofOutlaws.
Huset's Speedway Notebook

RACE NOTES: Tonight's win was the 185th
of Donny Schatz's World of Outlaws career…
Donny Schatz and Sammy Swindell are the only
two Outlaws drivers to win two features on the
same day. Swindell did it in 1992… Schatz took
the quick time tonight after a lap of 11.467 sec-

onds… Terry McCarl was the night's KSE Rac-
ing Hard Charger, advancing 11 positions to fin-
ish in 11th.
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Schatz Wins Two Races at Two
Separate Tracks in One Day

Donny Schatz looks happy to be setting

records in the World of Outlaws Sprint Car

Series. This past weekend he won two

races at two track on one day. (PAUL ARCH

photo)



KNOXVILLE, IA -
In an event that no
one will soon forget,
Donny Schatz scored
his 12th World of Out-
laws Sprint Car Series
feature win of the sea-
son Saturday night
after heavy fog forced
officials to call
Knoxville Raceway's
Mediacom Shootout
early.

The weather played foe to the
series throughout the night. After
getting through qualifying, the heat
races and the Dash, the skies
opened up over the historic track.
Intermittent rain showers continued
for about an hour. It took two more
hours for the track prep crew to get
the track back in race condition.

As the green flag finally fell on
the feature shortly before 2 a.m.,
fog began to roll in over the race
track. Schatz and Justin Hender-
son battled side-by-side through
the first two laps. As Schatz got
some distance from Henderson, he
caught the back of the field by lap
seven. A caution flag flew the next
time by. The field returned to green
with Schatz leading Henderson and
Kerry Madsen. He quickly built up
a lead but again caught the back of
the field a few laps later.

As the top three drivers stayed
bunched up, the caution flag flew
again with 15 laps complete. By
this point, the fog, now heavy, had
enveloped the track. Past the
halfway point, and with visibility too
bad to continue, the call was made
to throw the checkered flag on the
field as they made the final circuit
under caution. 1980 was the last
time Knoxville Raceway saw an
event postponed because of fog.

"I don't know what happened
there with the fog," said Schatz. "It
wasn't bad until you got to turn
three when you rolled down into the
turn… that's a tough call."

Schatz, an eight time Knoxville
Nationals champion, expanded his
championship points lead over sec-
ond place Shane Stewart to 177.
He said the diversity of track condi-
tions throughout the night gave his
No. 15 Bad Boy Buggies team
good information heading into Na-
tionals.

Henderson, a Sioux Falls, South
Dakota native, drove his No. 1
Eagle Power Equipment car to a
second place finish.

"I'm proud of this team," Hen-
derson said. "Donny did a good job
keeping his momentum up there. I
should have move up when I got by
him but I lost that race and he did a
really good job of taking it like a
champ would."

It was the second night in a row
Madsen, who calls Knoxville home
along with his Keneric Racing
team, stood on the podium.

"What do you do?" Madsen said
of the weather. "Thanks to every-
one that put in a bloody sterling ef-
fort to get the track in; the fans for
sticking around… I really wanted to
go on the last ten laps, but I could-
n't even see the cone on the
restart."

Shane Stewart Battles
Kerry Madsen to Score
Inaugural Outlaws Win

at Crawford County
DENISON, IA - Kerry Madsen

was the car to beat throughout Fri-
day night's World of Outlaws Sprint
Car Series feature at Crawford
County Speedway but it was
Shane Stewart who battled past the
leader with two laps to go and
claimed the inaugural Outlaws win
at the track.

Stewart started the night in
fourth and battled third place run-
ning Joey Saldana much of the
night. Disaster almost struck on the
first lap as the two made contact
going into turn three, but Stewart
recovered. Stewart tried to get
around 'The Brownsburg Bullet' on
lap 10, drag racing the No. 71M car
down the front stretch, but Saldana
held him off. A short time later,
Stewart took advantage of lapped
traffic and got around Saldana for
third.

As the leader, Madsen, battled
through traffic, three-time series
champion Sammy Swindell, who
was running second, tried to run
him down. The battled stayed close
until lap 21 when Swindell fell off.
First Stewart got around him and
then Saldana. Eventually a hard
charging Donny Schatz worked his
way around to take over fourth.

As the field came around to
complete lap 28, Stewart slid Mad-
sen with his Larson Marks Racing
No. 2 as the two drivers dove into
turn three and took over the lead.
Stewart, who sits second in the
championship standings, cruised to

his fourth series win of the season.
"I knew I had to be a little bit pa-

tient. Coming off of turn four my car
was really, really good. I just had to
be patient and not hit those tires (at
the bottom of the track)," Stewart
said. "I felt like my whole key was
getting off the exit of four. I knew
Kerry was kind of getting held up by
lapped traffic. When the track is this
fast the lapped cars are as fast as
we are. Everything just worked out
for us."

Madsen, who sits third in the
points standings and is the only
driver in the top seven in points
without a win, said it wasn't the fin-
ish his No. 29 American Racing
Custom Wheels team wanted but it
was still a good run.

"Look, I always knew it was
going to come down to traffic, and
with where I was, I felt like I was
doing a good job with it," Madsen
said. "I was getting by and then I
bogged down two or three times
with the same car and lost my mo-
mentum. I maybe should have got-
ten up and just ripped it and I would
have been fine."

The closing laps for Saldana
featured one of the tightest battles
of the night. After getting around
Swindell to retake third place on lap
22, Saldana had a new challenge
to face - reigning series champion
Schatz. Schatz started in 10th and
steadily worked his way forward as
the night went. When he and Sal-
dana took the white flag, Schatz

tried to make his move for third.
As the two drivers entered turn

three, with a lap car on the high
side, Saldana dove low as Schatz
tried to use the outside lane. The
lapped car killed Schatz's momen-
tum and he ended up making con-
tact on the front stretch short of the
checkered flag.

"I wasn't going to go to the top
down there - I knew a lapped car
was there so I checked up. The
lapped cars were pushing up off the
corners, I figured (someone was
going to run into him) but I thought
it would have been me," Saldana
said. "I did what Schatz did earlier
in the race and Shane got a run on
me, so don't mess up again. I didn't
do it and then Schatz ran into the
back of the lapped car. Obviously, I
did one thing right tonight."

Earlier in the night Saldana took
home the quick time with his No.
71M Motter Equipment car and set
a new track record with a fast qual-
ifying lap of 12.838. Saldana's
quick time, his fifth of the season,
came on the first use of the Out-
laws new two-flight qualifying for-
mat. He is now the leading qualifier
on the season.
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Schatz Wins Fog Shortened
Mediacom Shootout at

Knoxville Raceway

Donny Schatz raced his way to his 12th win of the 2015 season in

a fog shortened event at Knoxville Raceway. (Paul Arch photo)

Follow us on Twitter
@FTRacing Journal

–––––––
Like us on FACEBOOK
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COLUMBUS, MS
- Jonathan Davenport
roared to his fifth se-
ries win of the season
in Magnolia Motor
Speedway's Clash at
the Mag, presented by
Columbus Convention
and Visitors Bureau.
Davenport took the
lead on lap 17 of the
100-lap feature, and
then went on to earn
$20,000.

Jared Landers
charged from his 8th starting spot
to finish second. He was followed
by Jimmy Owens, Don O'Neal, and
Brandon Sheppard.

"I can't believe this," said the
current Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series Championship Points
Leader, Davenport in Lucas Oil Vic-
tory Lane. "I have never had a car
like this in my life! It drives so well!
The only way we can lose right now
is if I mess up. I am so thankful to
Kevin and Leeroy Rumley, Bryan
Liverman and everybody back at
the shop at Longhorn Chassis. We

are a rarity in late model racing,
building our own engines and chas-
sis. I can't thank Bobby and Terry
Labonte enough for what they have
done for our team."

Scott Bloomquist led the first 16
laps of the event until Davenport
passed him for the top spot. Shep-
pard then moved into second with
Landers close behind. Landers
made his move for second after a
lap 24 restart.

"We got up on top and the car
was just phenomenal. The track
crew watered the top a little bit be-
fore the start of the race and it
seemed to help. I kept pounding
that cushion and at the same time
was trying to keep it out of the wall.
The tires held up really well. We are
on a roll and looking forward to
Fayetteville on Thursday Night!"

Landers continued his recent
resurgence by finishing second. 

"We had a really good race car.
That was quite a race for second
place all race long. Nobody has
anything for that number six car
right now! We are making a
tremendous amount of progress on

this Sweet-Bloomquist car. We are
getting closer to a win."

Owens took home the third spot
and was pleased with his effort. 

"We ran pretty well this week-
end. That was a dandy of a race for
second, but right now we are all
running for second. Jonathan is just
flat out kicking our tails. I have been
there. I know how it feels. Hopefully
we can beat him next weekend. A
big thanks to Bryan Rowland,
Widow Wax, Sunoco, Red Line Oil,

Keyser, Ford, and Midwest Sheet
Metal for all of their help."

Completing the top ten were
Eddie Carrier Jr., Dennis Erb Jr.,
Mike Marlar, Bub McCool, and
Wendell Wallace.

For the latest breaking news on
the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries, log onto www.lucasdirt.com.

You can also follow the series at
www.facebook.com/lucasdirt ,
www.twitter.com/lucasdirt, and
www.instagram.com/lucasdirt.
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On a hot for June
afternoon in South
Carolina, it was busi-
ness as usual for the
Shriner's of the Lau-
rens County Shrine
Club as they settled in
for what was a great
night of fundraising for
the Shriner's Hospital
System for the 34th
consecutive season.
Laurens County
Speedway was the
host track for the 10th

event on the Carolina Clash 2015
season and yet another winner
found his way to victory lane, mark-
ing the 9th different winner in 10
races this season.  .  

The win would be Ross Bailes'
second at the Laurens County
Shrine Race, with the other coming
at the Carolina Speedway Shrine
Race a few years back. This was
his fourth race entered with the
Carolina Clash in 2015.

Dennis Franklin was the event's
fastest qualifier as he was the only
driver to crack the 13 second
bracket with a fast time of 13.824
seconds.

Franklin led the event's first 24

laps, but had to work lapped traffic,
which allowed Bailes to close the
gap on last year's event winner.
Once tied up in traffic, Bailes
awaited the right moment to power
around Franklin in turn four, leading
back to the lap 25 score.

Bailes went on to pull away from
Franklin en route to the win.

The race lasted for 16 minutes
and was slowed two times for cau-
tions, with the first coming on lap
four when series point leader Ben
Watkins spun in turn one. While
running eighth, Watkins lost control
and collected Doug Sanders in the
spin. Both drivers were able to con-
tinue. Watkins raced his way back
to a seventh place finish.

Zack Mitchell continued his
streak of third place finishes, the
second in a row for the SC driver.
Kid Quick was able to hang with the
front two until getting marred up be-
hind lapped traffic just past halfway.

Aaron Ridley ran fourth the en-
tire event, holding off early race
charges from Brett Hamm driving in
his first Carolina Clash event. He
ran fifth the entire race until slow-
ing for the race's second caution on
lap 28. He finished 12th.

Joey Coulter continued to string
off successful top-five runs in his
first full season with Carolina
Clash. In his first Laurens start, he
finished fifth from his seventh place
starting spot.

Jim Manka  held on to sixth after
holding off Ben Watkins who fin-
ished seventh after his early spin.

Anthony Sanders completed the

event one lap down in the eighth
place position, ahead of Doug
Sanders, who continues to hold
down second place in the series
point contention, ahead of Kevin
Wilson, who finished tenth.

Kevin Wilson was the Safety-
Kleen Hard Charger of the Race,
advancing four spots from his start-
ing position. He picked up products
from Safety Kleen and the five
bonus points for being the hard
charger of the race.

Finishing out the order of the
race was Kevin Godwin, Brett
Hamm, Dustin Mitchell and Billy
Lambert.

The most series incident of the
race happened in the qualifying
session. Kenny Collins went high
entering turn one, where the car
climbed up on top of the wall and
eventually exited the track in turn
two, into the pine trees. While the
car sustained considerable dam-
age, Collins was able to walk away
from the wreck. He was the recipi-
ent of the Heintz Performance Hard
Luck Award.  

The Carolina Clash Super Late
Model Series moves to the Wythe
Raceway in Rural Retreat, Virginia
on June 20, 2015. Following that
race, the series will take a summer
break for the month of July and re-
turn to racing on August 1, 2015 at
Fayetteville.

Davenport Dominates
ʻClash at the Magʼ

Jonathon Davenport (center) celebrates his win at Magnolia

Speedway along with second place finisher, Jared Landers (left)

and Jimmy Owens (left) who finished third. (lucasdirt.com photo)
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Ross Bailes Wins Second
Laurens County Shrine Race

Ross Bailes gathers his friends and family in victory lane after

winning at Laurens County Speedway. (Jyʼs Photos/CC photo)



BULLS GAP, TN -
The Southern All Star
Racing Series visited
Volunteer Speedway
on Saturday night for
the third annual Scott
Sexton Memorial, with
Chris Madden of Gray
Court, S.C., and Brad
Neat of Dunnville, Ky.,
respectively having
won the first two

events.
Ray Cook of Murphy, N.C.,

wrote his name in the record book
with an impressive run to capture
the $5,200 victory in a race honor-
ing one of East Tennesseeʼs all-
time best behind the wheel of a dirt
Super Late Model. The 46-year-old
Sexton, from Pigeon Forge and
widely known around racing as
“Superman” who ended his leg-
endary career just shy of 200 victo-
ries, passed away on January 10,
2013 after a seven year health bat-
tle.

The top eight from Southern All
Star Racing Series White Perform-
ance/Schaefferʼs Oil group qualify-
ing were locked into the 52-lap
main event, with David Payne
fastest in Group A at 13.266 sec-
onds and Mark Douglas quickest in
Group B and also overall with a
time of 13.178.

PPM Racing Products heat
races determined the remainder of
the starting field, with Skylar Marlar
winning the first heat and Dillon Tid-
more taking the checkered flag in

the second heat.
Douglas jumped out to the lead

over Cook, Payne, Jason Welshan
and Roger Best at start. But quickly
making a move forward from his
eighth starting position was Donald
McIntosh, as he got around both
Cory Hedgecock and Ryan King to
ride in the sixth spot. Racing off the
fourth turn on lap 12, McIntosh
passed Best to take over fifth.

While Cook was putting the heat
on Douglas wanting the lead, be-
hind them action was intense be-
tween Payne, Welshan, McIntosh
and Best, as you could throw a
blanket over the top six in the run-
ning order. Payne dropped to the
inside of Cook trying to wrestle sec-
ond away on lap 17, but Cook held
him off. 

Meanwhile McIntosh and
Welshan were battling side-by-side
for the fourth spot, with McIntosh
taking the position on lap 20 racing
off the fourth turn. With the front-
running group of Douglas, Cook,
Payne, McIntosh and Welshan
right together as they worked
slower traffic, just behind them in
the sixth and seventh spots were
Best and Vic Hill.

The hard-charging McIntosh
passed Payne to take away third
on lap 21 racing off the second cor-
ner down the backstretch. The
eventʼs only caution waved on lap
33 when Josh Henry slowed on the
track.

Douglas was all alone out front
for the restart, with Cook and McIn-

tosh double-file behind him. Back
under green, Douglas led Cook
and McIntosh. But the “Tarheel
Tiger” Cook was on the prowl right
on the leaderʼs back bumper. 

With cars battling two- and at
times three-wide around the high
banks, racing into the third turn
Cook rolled in deep above Dou-
glas  and throttled-up to make the
pass for the lead between turns
three and four on lap 36. Once out
front Cook would go on to record

the victory, while all eyes were fo-
cused on Douglas and McIntosh on
the final lap as they raced side-by-
side, with McIntosh barely edging
Douglas for the runner-up spot at
the start-finish line. Finishing fourth
and fifth, respectively, were
Welshan and Payne.  This was Ray
Cookʼs 13th career Southern All
Star Dirt Racing Series win.

Completing the top 10 finishers
were Hill, Best, Marlar, Mark Dot-
son and Mark Vineyard.
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Cook Captures

ʻScott Sexton Memorialʼ

Victory at Volunteer 

Four-wide action on a lap 33 restart between Ryan King (#30),

Roger Best (#007), Vic Hill (#1), and Jason Welshan (#29). (Michael

Moats photo)

Ray Cook celebrates in victory lane after winning the ʻScott Sex-

ton Memorialʼ race at Volunteer Speedway. (Michael Moats photo)

BROOKLYN, MI -
ParkerStore, a net-
work of independ-
ently-owned Industrial
Retail™ operations,
has partnered with
2014 NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series Rookie of
the Year Kyle Larson
to host the inaugural
Kyle Larson's Outlaw
Kart Showcase Pre-

sented by ParkerStore. The one-
day event will be held on Tuesday,
September 8, at Cycleland Speed-
way in Chico, Calif.

Larson began his racing career
in Outlaw Kart competition. Parker-
Store was Larson's first corporate
sponsor on his Outlaw Kart when
he was 12 years old.

"Outlaw Kart racing, specifically
at Cycleland, is where I learned
how to race," Larson said. "That
was where it all started for me.
There are a lot of talented drivers
racing Outlaw Karts right now, and
I wanted to give back to the sport
that gave so much to me. It will be
fun to get back in a kart and race
against them."

Larson will drive the ParkerStore
sponsored No. 1k Outlaw Kart in
the event that boasts a more than
$20,000 purse, the largest-ever in
Outlaw Kart history. Larson's Park-
erStore kart will be an exact replica
of the kart he took to victory lane in
many of his 129 career kart victo-
ries.

"Kyle has always been a great
ambassador for us at ParkerStore,"
said Brad Fischer, Director, Global
Retail Operations, Parker Hannifin,
ParkerStore's parent company.
"When Kyle talked to us about this
event it was the perfect fit for us.
We were there when he was tear-
ing up Cycleand as a kid and we
want to be back there with him
when he's promoting races for the
kids who are doing it now."

For more information please visit
www.outlawkartshowcase.com, like
facebook.com/OutlawKartShow-
case and follow @RaceTheShow-
case on Twitter. Deadline for
entries is August 1st for the dis-
counted $50 fee or August 15th at
the regular $75 entry fee. Entries
will not be accepted after the Au-
gust 15th date or at the gate.
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NEW RICH-
MOND, WI - Jason
Feger held off A.J.
Diemel in Saturday
night's DIRTcar Sum-
mer Nationals main
event to earn the first
victory of his career at
Cedar Lake Speed-
way.

Feger's $10,000
win, his first on this
year's DIRTcar Sum-

mer Nationals tour, was the 12th of
his career in the grueling annual
series. Billy Moyer Jr., Bobby

Pierce and Shannon
Babb all gave chase
down the stretch to
round out the top five
in the track's "Mas-
ters" weekend main
event.

Billy Moyer started
on the pole and led
the first six laps be-

fore his right rear tire went down,
turning over the top spot to Feger,
the 2010 DIRTcar Summer Nation-
als champion from Bloomington, Ill.

"It feels great, Cedar Lake's a
special place with a lot of great
fans," said Feger, 36. "We were
close Friday night, I thought we had
it but we let one slip away probably
running the wrong line. We paid it
off tonight."

On the strength of another top-
five finish, Bobby Pierce continues
to lead the DIRTcar Summer Na-
tionals championship standings,
five points ahead of Billy Moyer Jr.

DIRTcar Summer Nation-
als Rained Out on Sunday

at Wilmot Raceway
WILMOT, WI - After four consec-

utive nights with four different win-
ners in three different states to start
the 2015 DIRTcar Summer Nation-
als tour, Sunday's event at Wilmot
Raceway is rained out.

Follow the Summer Nationals
and DIRTcar Summit Modified Na-
tionals on Twitter @SummerNa-
tionals or on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/SummerNa-
tionals, or visit the series' websites
at www.TheHellTour.com and
www.ModifiedNationals.com.

Mars Lands in Cedar Lake

Speedway Victory Lane
NEW RICHMOND, WI - Jimmy

Mars worked past Jason Feger
with two laps to go on Friday night
at Cedar Lake Speedway to take
the DIRTcar Summer Nationals
checkered flag.

Former Summer Nationals
champion Feger, of Bloomington,
Ill., led the first 37 laps before Mars,
of Menomonie, Wis., was able to
edge ahead on lap 38 and hold off

Feger and Thursday night Summer
Nationals winner Frank Heckenast
Jr. to the finish. It was the seventh
DIRTcar Summer Nationals win of
Mars' career.

"Jason was out there and he
was good," Mars said. "He was up
on the top getting it. Then come
Frankie, and I kind of lost my mo-
mentum there. I just had to keep
going lower and lower then be-
cause of the crumbles, but we got
(Heckenast) back and Jason
there."

Billy Moyer and Shannon Babb,
with 176 wins and 10 Summer Na-
tionals crowns between them,
rounded out the top five. Babb had
started 17th in the 40-lap A-Main.

Heckenast Conquers
Kankakee to Earn First

DIRTcar Summer
Nationals Victory

KANKAKEE, IL - He might be
only 26, but reigning World of Out-
laws Late Model Series rookie of
the year Frank Heckenast Jr. has
turned many laps through the years
in his quest to earn a DIRTcar Sum-
mer Nationals victory. Finally, on
Thursday night at Kankakee
County Speedway, he reached his
goal.

Heckenast, a touring driver on
the World of Outlaws Late Model
Series tour from Orland Park, Ill.,
inherited the lead on lap 33 when
Kevin Weaver's motor expired.
Weaver, the 2000 Summer Nation-
als champion, was closing in on his
first series victory since 2013 when
his misfortune struck. Heckenast,

who started fourth, took advantage
by leading the final seven laps and
holding off his cousin, Mike Spa-
tola, for the $5,000 win, Hecke-
nast's first on the Summer
Nationals tour.

"It's just so great to finally get
this first one," said Heckenast, who
in February earned his first WoO
Late Model victory, too. "I've been
trying really hard to win one of
these."

After Heckenast and Spatola,
Scott Schmitt, Bobby Pierce and
Tanner English rounded out the top
five.
Erb Overtakes Moyer Late

to Win Opening Night of

DIRTcar Summer

Nationals Tour
BROWNSTOWN, IN - Fifth-

starting Dennis Erb Jr. raced past
Billy Moyer in heavy traffic on
Wednesday night to win the open-
ing night of the DIRTcar Summer
Nationals tour at Brownstown
Speedway.

Erb, a three-time Summer Na-
tionals champion from Carpen-
tersville, Ill., caught Moyer with
eight laps to go then powered to
the 18th Summer Nationals victory
of his career, which was worth
$5,000.

Moyer, who led laps 3 to 31,
wound up second in the 40-lap fea-
ture while defending DIRTcar na-
tional champion Bobby Pierce
raced from seventh to third. Pole-
sitter Billy Moyer Jr., who led the
first two laps, and Kent Robinson
rounded out the top five.

DEARBORN, MI -
Maryn Winters, an 8-
year-old entering third
grade from Basehor,
Kan., 8, who was diag-
nosed with type 1 dia-
betes (T1D) at age 4,
has won the Race Car
Design Contest for
JDRF, hosted by Mo-
torcraft & Quick Lane
Tire and Auto Centers.

Marynʼs colorful
design – which fea-
tures children holding

balloons that spell out “HOPE” and
“JDRF,” a rainbow and flowers –
was selected from 10 finalists by
the Ford Customer Service Divi-
sion, JDRF and Wood Brothers
Racing, owners of the Motor-
craft/Quick Lane Ford Fusion in the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series.

“I am so excited about winning

this contest,” said Maryn whose de-
sign raised $3,460 at www.for-
dracecar.jdrf.org during the contest.
“I entered last year and couldn't
wait to design another car this year.
This is awesome!”

When asked about her design,
Maryn said, "I drew the kids be-
cause they are the other kids I have
met that are fighting this disease
everyday like me. The rainbow is a
sign of hope. The balloons are for
hope for a cure.”

The contest started in March
with close to 50 children ages 5-18
living with T1D from around the
country raising money at www.For-
dRaceCar.jdrf.org. Ford dealership
Victory Ford of Bonner Springs,
Kan., assisted Maryn in her
fundraising efforts during the final
phase of the contest.

Marynʼs winning design will be
the paint scheme for the Wood

Brothersʼ No. 21 Ford Fusion for
the Crown Royal 400 at the Brick-
yard at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway, July 26, 2015. She and
her family will experience a trip of a
lifetime, seeing the car that she de-

signed race at the
famed Indiana
speedway in person.

“Weʼre excited to
have Marynʼs beau-
tiful design on our
car at the Brickyard,”
said Eddie Wood,
co-owner of Wood
Brothers Racing. “As
a team and as a
family we get
tremendous satis-
faction from being
able to contribute to
JDRFʼs cause of
eliminating type 1 di-
abetes.”

Every child who
entered the contest
raised money for
JDRF by asking their

friends and family to “vote” with do-
nations. The money raised, more
than $39,000 thus far, will help to
continue JDRFʼs efforts to turn
Type One into Type None through
the support of research.
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Design Contest For JDRF

DI
RT

ca
r

Su
m

m
er

 N
at

io
na

ls
Jason Feger Tames Cedar
Lake for DIRTcar Summer

Nationals Win

Feger



Brian Montieth
won again, his fifth
Lincoln win and eighth
overall win of 2015.
And although he
started on the pole, it
was his dash win that
may have made the
difference.

“Obviously, if we
would have started in
the middle of the field
there like Danny (Diet-
rich) did, weʼd have

finished there. I wasnʼt real happy
with this thing,” said Montieth upon
exiting his Auto Locator/Premier
Auto Works #21 in victory lane, “
We tried a couple of things in the
heat race and tried to get a little
better there in the dash, and I think
we went a little too far for as fast as
the track was. We keep plugging
away and if wasnʼt for the yellows,
I wouldnʼt be standing here.”

Montieth started on the pole and
led every lap, twice having two-sec-
ond leads wiped out by caution
flags. In the meantime, two-time

2015 Lincoln winner Danny Dietrich
was charging through the field from
12th starting spot, and drove under
Cory Haas to move into second fol-
lowing a 21st-lap caution flag. Mon-
tieth again extended his lead to 1.5
seconds with five laps to go. With
lapped traffic looming ahead, Diet-
rich began chipping away at the
lead, and closed to within three-
quarters of a second when the
checkered flag waived.

“It just goes to show the caliber
he is and the rest of the teams are
here at Lincoln,” said Montieth of
his Lincoln rival, “To start that deep
in the field and be able run up
through like that…I know what a
pain in the butt that is. Fortunately,
we had clear air and Iʼm standing
here.”

The win was the 49th of Monti-
ethʼs Lincoln career.

Haas crossed third, followed by
All-Star points leader Dale Blaney
and Austin Hogue. Sixth through
tenth were Aaron Ott, 18th-starting
Sheldon Haudenschild, Tim Shaf-
fer, Kyle Moody, and Lance

Dewease.
Niki Young was uninjured in a

spectacular second-lap crash on
the front stretch.

Heats for the 410ʼs were won by
Moody, Freddie Rahmer, Dewease,
and Hogue, with Parker Price-Miller
winning the B-Main. Brian Montieth
won the Dash. Fast time in time tri-
als over the 40-car field was set by
Dale Blaney with a one-lap time of
13.079-seconds (103.219 MPH).

All Stars Postponed
at Williams Grove
MECHANICSBURG, PA - The

University of Northwestern Ohio All
Star Circuit of Champions event on
June 12th at Williams Grove
Speedway has been postponed
due to weather. All Star officials in
conjunction with Williams Grove of-
ficials are looking into potential
make up dates.
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MESQUITE, TX -
For the seventh time
in his career, Wayne
Johnson parked his
Townline Variety No.
77x in Victory Lane at
the Devilʼs Bowl
Speedway with the
Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by MAVTV
American Real.

His first victory of
the 2015 season with
the Lucas Oil ASCS

presented by MAVTV American
Real, Johnsonʼs run to ASCS Na-
tional win No. 44 was a dominate
one, beating out runner-up Johnny
Herrera by 4.705 seconds.

Putting the No. 77x on the front
row, Johnson gave chase to Shawn
Petersen for the first six laps, until
slower traffic finally played into
Wayneʼs favor.

“I tell you what, Shawn [Pe-
tersen] is kind of a rookie you could
say, and a rookie mistake on his
part ʻbout wrecked us both there on
the start, but I knew I just needed
to let him go and make a mistake,
and thatʼs what happened,” com-
mented Johnson.

“Our car was really good and Iʼll
tell you man, lapped traffic were
treacherous out there. There was
just that one spot around the top of
one and two, and I found the bot-
tom of three and four there at the
end and I wasnʼt sure if I should
stick with that because it felt really
good when I was working by
lapped cars but I wasnʼt going to
change my line until I saw some-
body.”

Making it the fifth straight night
of gains in National standings,
Johnson jumped from fifth to third
and is 63 points out of the lead.

A red on Lap 8 for Joe Wood, Jr.
the single-file restart put Johnson in
clean air with Herrera working on
Petersen for the runner-up spot.
Coming from 10th, Herrera over-
took the No. 4x on Lap 18, netting
Johnnyʼs third silver showing of the
season in Lucas Oil ASCS compe-
tition.

The MVT No. 45x has taken
over the points lead by seven
markers after Aaron Reutzel was
unable to attend the Devilʼs Bowl
due to the death of longtime friend,
and sponsor, Bob Miller.

In a decision by the drivers of
the Lucas Oil American Sprint Car

Series presented by MAVTV Amer-
ican Real, in light of events for
Jesse Hockett In 2010, Aaron was
awarded 86 last place show-up
points and had to forfeit a full point
provisional.

Matt Covington rolled to a third
place finish in the T&L Foundry No.
95 after several battles through
traffic with Travis Rilat, Seth
Bergman, John Carney II, and
Blake Hahn.

Travis Rilat would end up fourth
with Seth Bergman marching from
23rd to fifth after mechanical prob-
lems forced the No. 23 to utilize a
provisional into the nightʼs A-Fea-
ture.

Challenging as high as third on
Lap 14, Blake Hahn crossed sixth
with Jeff Swindell rolling from 18th
to seventh. Tony Bruce, Jr. came
from 17th to eighth with Kevin
Ramey and Jordan Weaver com-
pleting the top-ten.

A field of 36 drivers dropped into
five Heat Races with Kris Miller,
Wayne Johnson, Matt Covington,
John Carney II, and Jordan Weaver
each taking wins. Duel B-Features
went to Tony Bruce, Jr. and Jeff
Swindell.

Joined with the American Bank
of Oklahoma ASCS Red River Re-
gion presented by Smileyʼs Racing
Products, Kevin Ramey earned
high points for the region with
Shawn Petersen, Zane Lawrence,
John Carney II, and Kade Morton
completing the top-five in regional
point earners.

The Lucas Oil ASCS presented
by MAVTV American Real heads
for the Lawton Speedway in Law-
ton, OK on June 17.

For continued updates on the
Lucas Oil ASCS presented by
MAVTV American Real, log onto
www.ascsracing.com.

Brian Monteith takes the checkered flag for the win at Lincoln

Speedway after starting on the pole. (Paul Arch photo)
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Wayne Johnson Jets to
Devilʼs Bowl Victory

Wayne Johnson celebrates with

his family in victory lane after win-

ning at the Devilʼs Bowl Speed-

way. (Patrick Grant

Photography/ASCS photo)



Kingsport
Speedway

KINGSPORT, TN -
Racing under the
lights at Kingsport
Speedway on Friday
turned out to be a
night of firsts, with four
competitors capturing
their first-ever feature
wins at “The Concrete
Jungle.”

Justin Fontaine of
Fletcher, N.C., drove a
flawless race in the
first of twin NASCAR
Whelen All-American
Series ʻFirst Kingsport
Credit Unionʼ Late

Model Stock Car features to record
his first career victory, while divi-
sional point leader Ronnie McCarty
of Kingsport drove to his fifth win in
the second 35-lap event.

Joey Trent and Fontaine led the
field to green from the front row.
The duo raced side-by-side the
opening seven laps before
Fontaine moved ahead when Trent
got loose racing up off (turn) two.
Before Trent could reel his mount
in, Kres VanDyke shot by into sec-
ond place with Trent settling in the
third spot.

With the race running clean-and-
green and receiving the five laps
remaining signal from the flag
stand, the 17-year-old Fontaine
looked like a veteran pacing the
field out front with defending track
champion VanDyke riding in his
rearview mirror.

Fontaine recorded the victory
over VanDyke, Trent, McCarty and
Zeke Shell.

McCarty and Shell started the
second race from the front row, and
they battled over the first eight laps
before McCarty surged ahead for
the lead. But Shell stayed glued to
McCartyʼs rear bumper and they
began to put some distance be-
tween themselves and their closest
challengers VanDyke, Wayne Hale,
Trent, Fontaine and Austin Peters,
with the top seven cars all on the
same straightaway.

With Fontaine and Hale battling
for real estate around the .375-mile
banked concrete oval, on lap 20
with Fontaine running on the out-
side and Hale to his inside, Hale
came across Fontaineʼs nose on
the front straightaway and momen-
tarily climbed up over Fontaineʼs
hood onto the concrete wall. With
sparks flying from the grinding
crash, the two cars came to a halt
near the turn one pit gate to bring
out the red flag for emergency per-
sonnel to rush to the scene. Thank-
fully both drivers were able to climb

uninjured from their badly damaged
rides to cheers from the crowd.

Back under green following the
caution period, McCarty and Shell
dueled for the lead over six circuits
before once again McCarty flexed
his muscle to pull ahead. While
Shell stayed right on McCartyʼs
back bumper, he wasnʼt able to
mount a charge to overtake him for
the lead.

McCarty captured his fifth Late
Model Stock Car win, with Shell,
VanDyke, Peters and Trent round-
ing out the top five finishers.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - Last

week at Grandview Speedway Ray
Swinehart was a runner-up by a
wheel over eventual winner Ron
Seltmann Jr. This Saturday night
the two-time point champion, sport-
ing a brand new car, stepped it up
a notch and was victorious by a
bigger distance over second place
finisher Tim Buckwalter in the 30-
lap T.P. Trailers NASCAR Whelen
Modified feature sponsored by A.D.
Moyer Lumber. Swinehart, who
lives for racing commented that “he

may be old, but he still keeps dig-
ging and sometimes you get lucky.”
He admitted he squeezed Buck-
walter at one point and hoped he
wasnʼt mad. Swinehart became the
eighth different Modified feature
winner of the season.

The Modified and Sportsman
feature winners earned bonuses
from T.P. Trailers and VP Racing
Fuels product awards went to the
top finishing driver in each stock
car feature provided they met the
promotional requirements.

Mike Gular regrouped the pack
on the ninth lap when he stopped
on the backstretch. Swinehart held
his ground on the restart, but by
this time Buckwalter was second
making his presence known.

Behind Swinehart and Buckwal-
ter, Duane Howard, Danny Erb and
current point leader Craig Von
Dohren diced for third through fifth.

Mike Laise spun between the
third and fourth turn for the 16th lap
caution. On this restart Buckwalter
ran Swinehart out of real estate
and emerged as the new leader.

It didnʼt take Buckwalter long to
outdistance himself while Howard,

Von Dohren and Danny Erb trailed.
Attempting to get into the top five
was Meme DeSantis.

The final caution was for De-
Santis when he was spun in the
second turn and went pit side. This
time when action went green,
Swinehart made a move on Buck-
walter and was back on top. Von
Dohren and Howard swapped paint
many times while battling for third
with Doug Manmiller just waiting for
a chance to advance.

The veteran campaigner never
relinquished the lead and pulled
into victory lane for his first win of
the season being shout-out of the
winnerʼs circle since 2012. Buck-
walter hung on for second followed
by Von Dohren, Howard and Man-
miller. Rounding out the top ten
were Erb, Glenn Strunk, Don Norris
Jr., John Willman and Jarrad Miller,
recipient of the Cargo Trailers cer-
tificate.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action with its Facebook
Friday 5-Star Series program.  Tak-
ing down NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series weekly feature
wins on the night were Michael
Gervais, Jr. in a wild 40-lap SK
Modified® feature, Tom Fearn was
a winner for the third consecutive
week in the Late Model feature,
Daniel Wesson was a first time win-
ner in only his 8th start in the SK
Light feature, David Arute got his
first win of the season in the Lim-
ited Late Model feature, Alexandra
Fearn recorded her first win of the
season in the DARE Stock feature,
and Devin OʼConnell got his third
win of the season in the Legend
Cars Feature.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - Tyler Knight

picked up his first hometown win at
Dodge City Raceway Park by rac-
ing to victory lane in Saturday
nightʼs 20-lap Precise Racing Prod-
ucts DCRP Sprint Car feature atop
the 3/8-mile clay oval.

While Knight beat Luke
Cranston to the line, three of the
other four features came down to
the final lap with Scott Green deny-
ing a late charge from Austin Allen
in the IMCA Modifieds, Austin
Walker beat a rallying Mike Roach
to the line in IMCA Sport Modifieds
and Matt OʼHair made a last lap
pass of Cody Davis to win the
IMCA Hobby Stock feature while
Michael Pepper snared his third

(Continued on next page…)
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Justin Fontaine, surrounded by family and crew celebrates in

Kingsport Speedwayʼs victory lane. (RANDALL PERRY photo)

Zeke Shell (97) battles with race winner Ronnie McCarty (5) in the

late laps of the second Late Model feature. (RANDALL PERRY

photo)



(Continued…)

IMCA Stock Car fea-
ture in four tries.

Starting from the
pole position, Knight
gunned into the lead at
the outset of the Pre-
cise Racing Products
DCRP Sprint Car fea-
ture and led through-
out in the Superior
Fence/Scott Knight
Racing Engines No.
11k.

“Itʼs been a long
year so far, maybe itʼs
starting to turn around
now,” Knight said in

victory lane.
While Knight was out front, sixth-

starter Cranston was fourth by the
time the first of two cautions flew
after seven laps.  Cranston raced
by Zach Blurton for fourth on the
restart then took second from Tay-
lor Velasquez one lap later.

As Knight began working traffic,
Cranston began closing the gap in
pursuit of a second DCRP score.
Within a pair of car-lengths,
Cranston tagged the wall exiting
turn two and lost ground as he
somehow averted disaster.

One final caution with four laps
to go after a Cody Lampe spin put
Cranston on Knightʼs tailtank, but
Knight was up to the task as he
took the win. Cranston settled for
second with Velasquez filing out
the podium in third.

Ty Williams slipped around Blur-
ton in the final rounds for fourth with
Blurton rounding out the top five.
Koby Walters, Darren Bowman,
Kris Moore, Brian Herbert and Con-
nor Atkinson completed the top ten.

Lonesome Pine Raceway
COEBURN, VA - Lance Gatlin

picked up his first NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series Late Model
Stock victory of the season Satur-
day at Lonesome Pine Raceway.

Kres VanDyke set fast time in
qualifying, but opted to make ad-
justments to his No. 15 prior to the
race and start at the rear of the
field. Lance Gatlin would inherit the
pole starting position and elect the
outside lane for the start.

Gatlin and Ryan Stiltner would
lead the field to the green flag to
start the 60-lap race. Contact be-
tween VanDyke and Jenna Wagner
would send VanDyke into the out-
side wall and force the caution out
on the opening lap.

With the field set for a complete
restart, Stiltner would take the lead
on the start. Gatlin would battle
back on the inside to take over the

lead on lap seven.
On lap nine, Stiltner would spin

with a flat right-rear tire and the yel-
low flag would wave for the second
time.

Stiltnerʼs spin would relegate
him to the rear of the field with
Phillip Harris taking over second
place. Gatlin would again roar back
to the lead on the restart. Only one
lap was completed before Wag-
nerʼs car slid hard into the outside
retaining wall, bringing the yellow
flag out again.

Gatlin would regain the lead on
the ensuing restart. With 26 laps in
the books, the caution would fly
again for a spin in the fourth turn.

On the restart, Gatlin would take
the lead as Stiltner had made his
way back to the second position.
Stiltner would battle hard with
Gatlin and take over the top spot on
lap 29.

The raceʼs final caution would
wave on lap 30 for a spin in turn
one.

Back under green, Gatlin would
battle Stiltner for the lead. Stiltner
would complete the pass on Gatlin
exiting turn two on lap 32.

Gatlin would make a final run at
Stiltner and take over the lead on
lap 46. Gatlin would pull away and
capture the checkered flag for his
first win of the season.

“Weʼve been looking for a win
and finally we found it,” said Gatlin.
“This isnʼt the way we want to get a
win with the competition having
trouble, but a win is a win.”

Baer Field Speedway
FORT WAYNE, IN - The first

Fan Appreciation Night of the 2015
racing season was on Saturday,
June 6th at Baer Field Speedway.
The AR Bodies Late Model Sports-
man, Kings John Services Street
Stocks, Afdent Dentistry Mini
Stocks and Grote Automotive Com-
pacts were all in action for a special

reduced gate price night at the
races. Also, back by popular de-
mand, Kids Bike Races at intermis-
sion returned for a fun night of
racing action for the adults and
youngsters alike. A beautiful night
of racing brought a stellar crowd to
the Summit City oval that was hun-
gry for racing after the rain out of
May 30th. 

The AR Bodies Late Models
Sportsman who would headline the
evening and rolled out second with
their Feature. At the conclusion of
30 thrilling laps, 2007 Track Cham-
pion, Chad Richardson fought off
the advances of 2011 titlist and cur-
rent points leader, Dean Cook to
score his first Feature win of the
season in his #62 Hoosier Metal
Recycling / Chevrolet. The 34-year-
old driver from Fort Wayne, Indiana
closed the gap on Cook in the
chase for the 2015 Track Champi-
onship. Cook finished second for
his sixth top five finish in six starts
while Terry Fisher Jr., was third.
Shawn Bonar and 2012 Track
Champion, Derek Hoffman com-
pleted the top five. In AR Bodies
Qualifying, C. Richardson set the

mark with a 16.356 over the 14-car
field as Justin King and Bonar
scored the Heat Race victories. 

Fremont Speedway
FREMONT, OH - With a growing

family and business on his plate,
Craig Mintz decided to cut back on
his racing in 2015. But that hasnʼt
stopped him from being competi-
tive. The Gibsonburg, Ohio driver
passed D.J. Foos with just six laps
to go Saturday and drove to his first
410 sprint win of the season at Fre-
mont Speedway on Crown Battery
Night.

Mintz, a two time Fremont
champion, is chasing the $10,000
Kistler Racing Products Fremont
Attica Sprint Title (FAST) Champi-
onship Series title. He is trying to
become the only three time FAST
champion. Mintz came into the
event third in the FAST points be-
hind Cap Henry and two time FAST
champion Byron Reed. Reed
would finish third Saturday while
Henry would come home fifth.

“I just threw the wing in the trunk
and this Ti22 GF1…it liked that
wing in the back. I just tried to tip
toe around one and two and get the
run down the back stretch and
hopefully roll through three and
four,” said Mintz in the Engine Pro
Victory Lane.

“Lapped traffic was fun. Every-
one did a good job…it was just
picking your line and trying to sur-
prise them and get them out of the
way. Weʼve dug ourselves a hole
the past couple of races so this is
very nice. Iʼve got Big Sky Targets
here tonight. Itʼs on the top wing of
my car and the 19 car and they
helped provide us with some of the
things we need to do this with so
itʼs nice to get him a win,” added
Mintz beside his Real Geese De-
coys, Erie Shore Propane, Kistler
Racing Engines, backed machine.
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Miss Lonesome Pine Raceway poses with race winner Lance

Gatlin in victory lane. (CHASE BRASHEARS photo)

AR Bodies Late Model Sportsman Feature Winner Chad Richard-

son is joined by his son for the trophy presentation. (S-T PHOTOS

photo)



Bowman Gray

Stadium
W I N S T O N -

SALEM, NC - Some
say itʼs better to be
lucky than good. But
Tim Brown has been
both.

Brown, a resident
of Tobaccoville, got a
lucky draw for position
in Saturdayʼs Camping
World 100 at Bowman
Gray Stadium. He
powered ahead to
claim his fourth victory
of the season in the
Bradʼs Golf Cars Mod-

ified Series.
Joe Ryan Osborne of Kannapo-

lis started on the pole and jumped
out into the lead when the green
flag fell. However, his time at the
top was short lived: Brown, who
started second, darted to the inside
to take the lead away on the first
lap.

Chris Fleming of Mount Airy tried
to challenge Brown for the lead but
couldnʼt make anything happen.
Cale Gale of Winston-Salem also
tried to apply some pressure to the
rear bumper of Brownʼs number 83
car, but nothing could shake him.

“These three last 100-lap races
have been luck,” said Brown about
some good fortune in the last three
races where starting position is de-
termined by random draw. “Weʼve
got a great racecar - donʼt get me
wrong. But weʼve drawn up front
and then weʼve just capitalized on
that,” said Brown. “This race team
is on it right now. The racecar is just
hooked up and running great.”

But while Brown coasted at the
head of the field, he was anything
but relaxed. “When I was younger
and first started racing, Iʼd get the
lead in some races and think I was
going to win - and then something
would happen. As Iʼve aged and
got a little wiser, itʼs not over  until
you take that checkered flag,” said
Brown. “Always in the back of your
mind anything can go wrong. So
you just hit your marks, take care of
it, and do the best you can.”

Chris Fleming finished second
behind Tim Brown, while Joe Ryan
Osborne claimed third. Jason
Myers of Walnut Cove turned the
fastest lap of the evening, while
brother Burt Myers qualified fourth
fastest. They both elected to take
the Colors Edge Challenge, start-
ing in the rear for a chance to earn
$3,000.

Burt climbed up to eighth early
on in the race and seemed in a
promising position to finish in the

top four and grab the bonus. But
bad luck struck Burt Myers again
and again: wrecks in front of him,
cluttered traffic, and mechanical
problems all added up to Burt  fin-
ishing 12th.

Jason Myers steadily made his
way through the field but couldnʼt
go far enough. A mad dash during
the last few laps had him advanc-
ing up to sixth, but he didnʼt break
into the top four. The prize pool
now rolls over to the next 100-lap-
per where $6,000 will be on the
line.

Southern National

Motorsports Park
LUCAMA, NC - Andrew Grady

got his redemption in Saturday
nightʼs Summer KickOff presented
by Bridgestone by sweeping twin
Late Model features at Southern
National Motorsports Park.

Grady had to start at or toward
the back in both 50 lap features,
but he found himself in victory lane
after both races.  Gradyʼs win came
after being taken out in an accident
in the Jerry Moody Memorial on
May 17th.

“I made an unapproved change
after qualifying, got put to the rear,
drove back from last to win the first

race,” Grady said.  “The second
race, that was fun.  Beating and
banging, leaning on each other.
Just good, close short track racing.
Hopefully we can win the rest of
them from here on out.  Good
points night.”

Grady battled teammate
Jonathan Findley in both races.  In
the first race, he got around Find-
ley on a lap 16 restart and checked
out to score his second win of the
2015 season.  In the second race,
Grady took the lead from Rusty
Daniels on lap 26 but surrendered
the lead to Findley on restart a few
laps later.  Findley pulled away but
a caution with 10 laps to go would
prove to be his undoing.

Findley held the lead on the ini-
tial restart but, coming out of turn
four, Grady gave him shot sending
him up the hill.  Then, as Findley
tried to retake the lead, the field
stacked up, forcing Findley to lift
and allowing Grady to drive away
for his third win of the victory.  While
a pair of second place finishes
were a career best performance for
Findley, he felt like he could have
and should have won.

“We should have won the last
won,” Findley said.  “Just, things
happen in racing.  Itʼs a shame.

The car was really good in the sec-
ond half.  We were just waiting for
the caution to come out.  Saved my
tires, got a good restart then, on the
last restart, we just got screwed.”

Rusty Daniels finished third in
both races.

“They had two good cars,”
Daniels said.  “This is only the third
time out with this car.  Weʼre still
learning and working on it.  We
made some gains tonight and
weʼre going to make some more
improvements for when we come
back again.  Iʼm kind of excited
about coming back and trying
again.”

Kenly driver Ronald Renfrow fin-
ished fourth in the first race while
Tyler Matthews finished in fifth.  In
the second race, Brandon Hobbs
finished fourth while Gerald Benton
finished fifth.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - South

Boston Speedway will return to ac-
tion on Saturday, June 20, with a
special Fatherʼs Day Weekend
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries racing program.

The Whelen Night NASCAR
Late Model 100 program will get
cranked up at 7 and will feature six
action-packed races on the historic
four-tenths mile asphalt oval.

To celebrate Fatherʼs Day
Weekend, South Boston Speed-
way has also titled the June 20
event as Dadʼs Night Out. All Dads
will be admitted for the reduced
price of $5.

The featured attraction of the
night will be a 100-lap event for the
competitors in the NASCAR Whe-
len All American Late Model Stock
Car Division.

The drivers in the Limited
Sportsman Division and the Modi-
fied Division will also be in action in
50-lap races, while the Budweiser
Pure Stock Division competitors
will battle it out in a pair of twin
events. The Budweiser Hornets Di-
vision will also be in action.

Registration and pit gates will
open on June 20 at 2 p.m. with
practice for all division scheduled
from 3:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.
Grandstand gates will open at 5
p.m. and qualifying time trials will
get cranked up at 5:30 p.m.

Adult admission is $10. Chil-
dren, ages six and under, will be
admitted free with an adult.

For more information visit the
track's website or phone the track
at (434) 572-4947 or toll free at 1-
877-440-1540. Information can
also be found by following South
Boston Speedway on Facebook or
Twitter.
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Tim Brown (83) takes his celebratory victory lap. (ERIC HYLTON

photo)

Andrew Grady celebrates the first of his two wins of the evening at

Southern National Motorsports Park. (ALICIA HACKETT/FRAME-

WORKS PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



Rocco Closing in on

Pulliam - Former National

Champs Up Front in

Whelen All-American 

Series Points
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - As the

season nears the midway point in
the battle for the 2015 NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series na-
tional championship, some familiar
names now sit first and second in
the standings and judging by the
results so far this season, this chal-
lenge could go down to the wire.

Two-time national champ Lee
Pulliam remains atop the national
standings for the fourth consecu-
tive week, but a former champion is
closing in on his attempt at a third
title.

Keith Rocco, the 2010 Whelen
All-American Series champion,
picked up another win last week-
end to skip past Kres VanDyke and
move into second place in the
standings – and more importantly –
slice 61 points off of Pulliamʼs lead
over him just one week ago.

One of the keyʼs to Roccoʼs
early success this season is his
ability to win at all three tracks in his
home state of Connecticut. Rocco
has already won at Stafford Speed-
way, Thompson Speedway Motor-
sport Park and New
London-Waterford Speedbowl. It
has been his success at Stafford,
though that has helped make the
biggest difference.

“We struggled at Stafford last
year with only two wins, this year
weʼve already matched that,”
Rocco said. “The biggest thing for
our team is we have to win at all
three tracks we race at. And weʼve
been able to do that this year.”

One of the things that has also
made a difference this season at
Stafford for Rocco is a new car.

“We decided to put a Northeast
Troyer chassis on one of our cars,”
Rocco said. “We raced with a simi-
lar car last year and had some suc-
cess, so we decided to do that this
year and it has paid off for us so
far.”

Rocco has five wins and 12 top
fives and 14 top 102 in 14 starts in
his asphalt Modified, for 471 points.

Pulliam, who races an asphalt
Late Model, has eight wins, 17 top
fives and 19 top 10s in 20 starts at
Virginiaʼs Motor Mile Speedway in
Radford, South Boston Speedway
and Langley Speedway in Hamp-
ton, in addition to Caraway Speed-
way in Sophia, North Carolina. He
has 492 points.

NASCAR Whelen All-American
Series Division I drivers are ranked
by their best 18 NASCAR points

finishes in series-sanctioned
events. Drivers receive two points
for every car they finish ahead of –
up to 18 cars – and three points for
a win, with an additional two points
available if the driver starts 10th or
lower.

The Whelen All-American Series
points season will run through Sun-
day, Sept. 20.

VanDyke, who runs an asphalt
Late Model at Tennesseeʼs
Kingsport Speedway and Lone-
some Pine Raceway in Coburn,
Virginia, had 10 wins, 18 top fives
and 18 top 10s in 20 starts for 456
points.

Connecticutʼs Ryan Preece
(Stafford, Thompson and New
Yorkʼs Riverhead Raceway) and
South Carolinaʼs David Roberts
(South Carolinaʼs Anderson Speed-
way and Greenville Pickens
Speedway) round out the top five.

Wayne Hale (Kingsport, Lone-
some Pine), Matt Howling (Langley,
Motor Mile and South Boston), Kyle
Barnes (Kingsport, Lonesome
Pine), Trey Gibson (Greenville
Pickens and Anderson) and Greg
Edwards (Langley, North Carolinaʼs
East Carolina Speedway) complete
the top 10.

Rocco, who won at Waterford
over the weekend, is not ready to
get caught up in points racing.

“I honestly just focus on winning
every race I enter and if you do that
the points will take care of them-
selves,” Rocco added. “If we stay in
contention by winning more races
it will make for a fun summer.”

The top three in the national
standings, as well as state and
province champions, track champi-
ons, top finishers in the Div. II-V
and special award winners, will be
honored at the NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series Awards in De-
cember.
Established in 1982, the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series is
NASCARʼs national championship
program for weekly short track auto
racing. In all, 58 paved and dirt
tracks throughout the United States
and Canada participate.

Burns, Emory Battle For

Division III Lead
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - The

battle for the Division III champi-
onship title is heating up in the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries, with only two points separat-
ing leader Brad Burns from Bobby
Emory Jr.

With the season nearly at the
halfway point, the fight for the lead
is guaranteed to only get better. In
a total of 13 races so far at
Greenville, Burns and Emory have

won a combined 10 races. Burns is
barely holding onto the lead at 329
tallies after recording seven wins
and 10 top five finishes at South
Carolinaʼs Greenville Pickens
Speedway while Emory has tallied
three wins and 13 top fives in
twelve starts at the half-mile oval
for 327 points.

“Itʼs been back and forth so far,”
said Emory. “I had the lead a cou-
ple of weeks ago, but then Brad
took control. Winning this past
week really helped, but itʼs going to
be tough to beat Brad, heʼs already
won seven races to my three. We
just have to continue to run hard
every week.”

The competitors are no
strangers to battling against one
another on the track and in the
standings, the two competed
against each other in Whelen All-
American Series Division IV last
season. Burns finished ranked 34th
in the standings with eight wins
and  top fives in all 16 starts. Emory
finished 90th, tallying two wins, 14
top fives and top 10s in all 16 out-
ings.

“Brad is a good, hard-nosed
racer,” said Emory. “He has good
equipment and an experienced
team. He races hard every week
and is always ready to compete.
We just have to go out there and try
our best to beat him.”

Fellow Greenville competitors
Shane Hill and Blake Gregory are
third and fourth, respectively, while
Chuck Schutz Jr. (Grandview
Speedway) is fifth in the Whelen
All-American Series Division III
standings.

In other Whelen All-American
Series news, Brett Kressley
(Grandview) remains at the top of
the Division II standings with 316
points and Columbus Speedwayʼs
Kyle Purvis follows in second with
271. 

Kenny Gilmore (Grandview
Speedway), Jesse Dennis (I-80
Speedway and Adams County
Speedway) and Shane Shirk
(Columbus Speedway) rounds out
the top five.

Columbus Speedway continues
to have control over the Division IV
standings, with three drivers in the
top five. Devin Stansbury holds the
lead with 266 points with Ryan
Smith trailing with by eight. AJ
Sanders Jr. (Caraway Speedway
and Bowman Gray Stadium) is
third with 235 points while Michael
Robinson and Brad Derry (Adams
and I-80) complete the top five.

Greenville and Anderson Speed-
way are still dominating the Divi-
sion V standings. Don Tavernia has
a strong lead with 306 points with

Travis Shelton trailing with 220.
Michael Cross follows closely in
third with 216 points while Motor-
drome Speedwayʼs Aaron Van
Fleet is fourth and Scott Parker is
fifth.

Rockford Speedway
While wet weather slowed down

Saturday night's racing program at
Rockford Speedway, it could not
stop twenty-six competitors from
taking to the track for Kar Korner's
Original Trailer Race of Destruction
in front of a large yet somewhat
water-logged crowd.

When the carnage concluded,
Jim Rosenberger ended the night
holding the trophy as the winner of
the annual rolling demo derby.
Rosenberger endured several
heavy blows and carried fellow
competitor Ted Ray around the
track on his trailer during the race's
final moments. Those two competi-
tors, along with Rick Mundt, all
were able to keep their vehicles
running with trailers attached until
the final gun. When the trucks were
stopped at the star-finish line, a
Fan Vote was conducted to deter-
mine the winner, with Rosenberger
winning the fan vote in overwhelm-
ing fashion to claim the Trailer
Race victory. 

As far as the night's racing
events, Mother Nature had other
ideas. With just two laps complete
in the first Stanley Steemer
NASCAR Late Model heat race,
the the skies opened up, forcing
the field of six cars back to their pit
stalls. With no chance for dry
weather for the rest of the night,
Rockford Speedway officials were
forced to call off the remainder of
Saturday night's racing program.
No points will be awarded for the
evening, with the racing portion of
the program being treated as a rain
out.

With that in mind, all Pit Passes
will be honored for next Saturday
night's 'Hats Off To Dad Night,'
which features the Gilley's Cool 5
and racing with the Stanley
Steemer NASCAR Late Models,
Bargain Hunter Sportsman, Miller
Lite American Short Trackers and
the Kickstart Roadrunners.

Keeping the fans in mind, those
who attended Saturday night's
Trailer Race at Rockford Speed-
way are asked to bring their ticket
stub back for next Saturday night's
racing program to receive FREE
admission to 'Hats Off to Dad Night'
on June 20. 

Pit Passes and Tickets from this
week's events are only good for re-
demption next Saturday night June
20.



Selinsgrove

Speedway
SELINSGROVE,

PA - TJ Stutts of Liver-
pool and Davie Franek
of Wantage, N.J., en-
gaged in another
thrilling wheel-to-
wheel battle that was
reminiscent of a race
Franek won a few
weeks ago, only this
time it was Stutts who
rolled into Victory Lane
for the first time this
season Saturday night
in the 30-lap Joe Whit-
comb Memorial for

360 sprint cars at Selinsgrove
Speedway. 

The $2,571 win, which made
him the first four-time winner of the
Whitcomb Memorial, was Stuttsʼ
21st career in 358-360 sprint car
racing at the track. 

Mark Smith of Sunbury was the
nightʼs Fast Tees Fast Qualifier with
a lap time of 17.307 (110.16 aver-
age mph). 

Jeff Rine of Danville returned to
Selinsgrove and scored his third
win of the season and 94th career
at the track in the 25-lap late model
main event. 

Brad Mitch of McClure checked
out from the field to score his sec-
ond 15-lap pro stock main of the
year, while Keith Bissinger of Or-
angeville won his first race of the
year in his first time out this season
in the 12-lap roadrunner event. 

Stutts started on the pole and
drove into the lead in the sprint car
feature but his drive to Victory Lane
was anything but easy. Early in the
race, second-place starter Derek
Locke raced in Stuttsʼs shadow
while fourth-place starter Davie
Franek made it a close three-car
battle at the front of the pack. 

The caution flag unfurled on lap
two when Mark Smithʼs car
stopped on the track with wheel
trouble. Smith was able to rejoin
the race and made a charge back
through the pack during the re-
maining 28 laps. 

The race was stopped on lap 10
when Jared Zimbardi flipped his
sprint car in turn four. Zimbardi es-
caped injury. When the race re-
sumed, an intense see-saw battle
for the lead unfolded between
Stutts and  Franek. The war on
wheels was held up again when
Michael Walter and John Braim
were involved in a double flip in
turn two. Both drivers were not in-
jured.

During the second half of the
race, Stutts and Franek raced side-

by-side while Smith eventually
made his way into the third posi-
tion. At the checkered flag Stutts
took the victory by 1.9 seconds
over Franek, Smith, Locke, and
Ryan Kissinger. 

Outside front row starter Hayes
Mattern dueled with polesitter
Danny Snyder for the early lead in
the super late model feature. Mat-
tern pulled into the front spot and
stretched his lead during the first
half of the race over fourth-place
starter Donnie Schick. 

At the halfway point, ninth-place
starter Jeff Rine stormed into the
runner up position and set his
sights on Mattern. On the 14th cir-
cuit, Rine caught Mattern and
made the winning pass using the
inside lane off turn four. 

On lap 19, Schick withdrew from
the race as seventh-place starter
Steve Campbell began to show a
lot of speed. At the finish, Rine was
victorious by 5.2 seconds over Mat-
tern, Campbell, eighth-place starter
Jim Yoder, and 10th-place starter
Chad Hollenbeck. 

Polesitter Jake Buck powered
into the lead at the start of the pro
stock feature and was chased by
fifth-place starter Brad Mitch for the
first lap until Mitch made the win-
ning pass in turn two. 

Once in front of the pack, Mitch
checked out from the field while
Buck contended with seventh-
place starter Adam Campbell for
the runner up position. 

At the finish, Mitch was victori-
ous by a full five seconds over
Buck, Campbell, third-place starter
Derrick Garman, and 10th-place
starter Nathan Long. 

Polesitter Dustin Snook and
fourth-place starter Bob Bussey
were dueling at the front of the
pack when contact between the
drivers allowed ninth-place starter
Keith Bissinger to storm into the

lead on the fifth circuit. 
Bissinger kept his trademark

green “tank” No. 11 at the front of
the pack for the rest of the distance
and scored the win by 1.8 seconds
over John Fowler Jr., Snook, Jeff
Ceballo, and Bussey.

Riverhead Raceway
RIVERHEAD, NY - Ryan Preece

of Berlin, Ct. put the wraps on a
magical week of NASCAR Modified
racing Saturday night as he bested
John Fortin of Holtsville to win the
annual Baldwin, Evans & Jar-
zombek Memorial NASCAR Modi-
fied 50 at Riverhead Raceway on
Whelen Event night. For the tal-
ented 24-year old chauffeur it was
his third win in seven days having
won 2 NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour events in a one week span at
the New London Waterford Speed-
bowl and Stafford Motor Speedway
prior to the Riverhead triumph.

Tom Rogers Jr. of Riverhead
again set the tone in qualifying with
a lap of 11.930 but would redraw a
fourth place starting spot for the 50-
lap tilt while John Fortin Sr. and
Jason Agugliaro drew the front row.
It would be John Fortin to power
out to the early race lead at the out-
set of the race with Jason Agugliaro
trying as best he could to work the
outside line on Fortin early in the
race. 

On lap 6 Ryan Preece who
started the race from the 6th spot
worked his way under Agugliaro for
second during a double file restart
and it was now his turn to try and
find a way by race leader John
Fortin.  A yellow flag on lap 24 pro-
duced one final double file restart
and when the green waved it was
now Shawn Solomito working the
inside lane to sneak by Preece for
second bringing Vinny Biondolillo to
third in the process.

Laps 25 through 31 saw

Solomito under attack from Bion-
dolillo and on the 31st lap the two
would touch off turn 4 sending them
for an infield spin drawing a caution
and a trip to the rear of the field.
That turn of events breathed new
life into Ryan Preece as he was
now firmly on the back bumper of
race leader Fortin when the race
resumed.  After two laps
Preece threw his car to the inside
of Fortin and raced his way by for
the lead.  However Fortin by no
means threw in the towel over the
final 16 circuits as he worked
Preece over in a torrid duel for the
race win.  While Fortin did apply the
"chrome horn" on more than one
occasion he never stepped over
the line of aggression and Ryan
Preece was able to hold on for his
second Riverhead win of the sea-
son.

"I've won a few of these Baldwin,
Evans & Jarzombek races and it al-
ways feels great" Preece noted
after climbing out of the East West
Marine Chevy of Bill & Barbara
Park.  Pointing towards Sprint Cup
car owner Tom Baldwin Jr. in vic-
tory lane for whom he has driven
some Nationwide Series races,
Ryan added, "Having Tommy here
makes this win all the more special,
hopefully we can do some more
races together down the road".
When quizzed about his most re-
cent hot streak with both the Park
team and his WMT TS Haulers
team the happy winner noted,
"Granted we are on a nice roll now
and hopefully we can keep it
going".

John Fortin of Holtsville was run-
ner-up in the SGS Stone Works
Chevy while Jason Agugliaro of
Islip placed third in the Northeast-
ern Bus Rebuilders Chevy.  Jerry
Solomito of Hampton Bays and
Brad Van Houten of Wading River
completed the top five.
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Hickory Motor Speedwayʼs Dexter Canipe Jr. battles to keep his lead all the way to the checkered flag

Saturday night. (SHERRI STEARNS photo)


