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Kyle Busch Wins After Trading Paint with Kyle Larson



The beat keeps on
going for racingʼs Big
Three. For everyone
else, so do the beat-
ings.

Kyle Busch took
his turn in the Winnerʼs
Circle Sunday at the
Chicagoland Speed-
way with a dramatic
final lap bump-
and-run pass
of Kyle Larson.
And in the
process, it was
the 13th vic-

tory in 17 races for a trio of
drivers, which also includes
Kevin Harvick and Martin
Truex Jr., who has turned
the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series into their own

private playground.
Busch and Harvick each have

five wins. Truex has three. More-
over, Harvick finished third at
Chicagoland while Truex was
fourth.

And it was the third time in the
last four races all three finished in
the top five.

Clint Bowyer is on the verge of
advancing to the elite level. He has
two victories, and heʼs finished
among the top five in the last three
races. But head-to-head, Harvick,
Busch and Truex still are a step
better.

“I guess I am not surprised but
itʼs definitely crazy to think about,”
Truex said. “The dominance of a
handful of teams. You think about
the rules today and how strictly en-
forced everything is. Just how tight
everything is and the box we have
to work in.

“And the fact that for more or

less four teams have been able to
find an advantage consistently is
hard to believe. Itʼs hard to believe
that four teams can do that. I am a
little bit surprised. I know he [Har-
vick] is not.

“There are so many great, tal-
ented people in the garage be-
tween drivers, crew chiefs,
engineers. To find that edge is so

difficult to do. Hats off to
those teams for sure.”

At least during the
short term, thereʼs no rea-
son to think anything will
change. The Big Three
simply are in a league of
their own.

“We can run fifth-
to-10th at the 1.5-mile
tracks, but we are behind

the 78 [Truex], 18 [Busch] and

Stewart-Haas cars [Harvick and
Bowyer],” Brad Keselowski said.

Joe Gibbs, who owns Buschʼs
car, is happy one of his drivers is
among the upper echelon. At the
same time, he still believes the
Fords at Stewart-Haas are the best
– for now.

“Iʼd say they probably have the
lead,” he said. “All their cars seem
to be strong and fast. I think theyʼve
just done a great job. When you
see that in this sport, I think what it
says to us is we got to work hard.
We got to go to work and get after
it.”

In 2010 there also were a hand-
ful of drivers who dominated the
first 17 races. Jimmie Johnson and
Denny Hamlin each had five victo-
ries, while Kurt Busch had three
wins and his brother Kyle had two.

Things balanced out after that
with eight other drivers winning at
least one of the final 19 races. Still,

early early-season dominance by
Johnson and Hamlin allowed them
to finish one-two, respectively, in
the final standings.

Things seem differently now
since most teams are more con-
cerned with finding raw speed, not
catching the Big Three.

“So, I think that has been the
biggest challenge is just getting into
a race and pushing all you can
push – and it not be for the lead is
certainly not the easiest thing to ac-
cept,” Chase Elliott said. 

“So, we are all working hard and
I hope that this weekend is a differ-
ent story, but just trying to make the
most of what we have or what we
have had at different points
throughout the season has been
challenging, but itʼs been a fun
challenge. 

“I enjoy challenges and I know
our team does, too.

“We have been working really

hard throughout the year to try to
improve our cars and improve my-
self and get better and hopefully be
able to put ourselves in some good
positions moving forward.”

The more everyone else works
overtime to catch up, the Big Three
are working just as hard to widen
the gap. In fact, Harvick said cars
he drove as little as a month ago al-
ready are obsolete.

“Nothing surprises me,” he said.
“I think as you look at the way this
year has played out, I donʼt really
feel like it is a whole lot different
other than maybe the 48 [Johnson]
is not running as well as they have
in the past and they are not in the
mix.

“But I think as you look at really
the past few years, for sure, I think
it is pretty consistent as to who the
good teams and cars have been.”

A list that has just three names
on it.
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And the Beat Goes On

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an

online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have

been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
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download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
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Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
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The “Big Three” of the 2018 season lead the pack in Chicago.
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Last Thursday,
racing celebrities from
around the world
joined to honor the
France Family at the
Corning Museum of
Glass in Corning, New
York. Jim France and
the France Family
were honored to re-
ceive the 2018
Cameron R. Ar-
getsinger Award for
Outstanding Contribu-
tions to Motorsports.

The prestigious
award was presented by J.C. Ar-
getsinger and Louise Argetsinger
Kanaley, two of nine children of the
late Cameron and Jean Ar-
getsinger. Cameron Argetsinger
staged the first post-war road race
in the United States in 1948 at
Watkins Glen. The evening was
held in conjunction with the IMSA
Sahlenʼs Six Hours of the Glen at
Watkins Glen International.

This year was the fifth annual
presentation of the award, pre-
sented by the International Motor
Racing Research Center (IMRRC).
Chip Ganassi was the inaugural re-
cipient of the award in 2014, with
Richard Petty and Roger Penske
honored in 2015 and 2016. Mario
Andretti was the 2017 honoree.

From NASCAR founder William
H.G. “Big Bill” France to his sons
William C. France and James C.
France to third-generation leaders
Brian Z. France and Lesa France
Kennedy, the France family posi-
tion at the top of American motor-
sports is legendary.

Family members recognized
and acknowledged at the dinner
were Jim France, Chairman of In-
ternational Speedway Corporation
and IMSA and ViceChairman/Ex-
ecutive Vice President of NASCAR;
ISC CEO/Vice Chairperson and
NASCAR Vice Chairperson, Lesa
France Kennedy; General Manager
of the NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series, Ben Kennedy; and
Amy France, daughter of Jim
France.

“The France Family has con-
tributed greatly to the rise of motor-
sports,” J.C. Argetsinger, President
of the IMRRC from 2008-2015,
commented. “The France name is
synonymous with the success of
auto racing around the world. It is a
privilege to present them this award
in our fatherʼs name.”

Among the racing dignitaries
present at the Corning Museum
were NASCAR Vice-Chairman

Mike Helton, Roger Penske, Chip
Ganassi, Rick Hendrick, Hurley
Haywood, 1972 Daytona 200 win-
ner Don Emde, David Hobbs, Scott
Goodyear, and Watkins Glen Pres-
ident Michael Printup. Many of the
featured guests spoke about the
impact of the France family on mo-
torsports.

“To have built NASCAR into the
tremendous success that it is today
is no small feat,” Mario Andretti said
in a spe-
cial video
t r i b u t e .
“ T h e
F r a n c e
family has
g r o w n
NASCAR
into an ex-
citing fan-
f r i e n d l y,
f a m i l y -
f r i e n d l y
sport and are always seeking to im-
prove the product.”

“When I think of the France fam-
ily, itʼs leadership, stewardship,
mentorship, creativity, innovative,
and visionary,” Printup said.

“The one thing I want to say
about the France family – the word
steady comes to mind,” Ganassi
stated. “Whether it was Bill Sr.
down to Bill Jr. and Jim, or to Lesa
and Brian, and now to Ben – keep
in mind – steady is the word. Your
family has been very steady over
the years in a custodial capacity in
this sport – which is the best I think
anyone could possibly do in any
business that has survived so
many years, with so many ups and
downs in the economy in this sport
that we all love. So, I want to con-
gratulate the entire France family,
and I look forward to many more
years of your leadership.”

“Jim France and his entire family
personify what the Cameron R. Ar-
getsinger Award is all about, John
Saunders, Vice Chairman of the
Racing Research Centerʼs Govern-
ing council and President of Inter-
national Speedway Corporation
since 2009, said. “The Frances
have set the standard for outstand-
ing contributions to motorsports for
more than 80 years. What they
have accomplished is a classic All-
American success story.”

Dr. Jerry Punch served as Mas-
ter of Ceremonies for the event and
led a discussion with the Frances
on stage about their family history,
from the early days of racing on the
beach at Daytona to the construc-
tion of the speedway to generations

of family members pitching in to
continue the tradition. A special
France Family video tribute pro-
duced by NASCAR Productions
and narrated by Punch was shown
at the dinner.

The evening concluded with a
live and silent auction. The live auc-
tion featured an original, commis-
sioned painting by motorsports
artist Randy Owens depicting a sig-
nificant “moment in time” in the his-
tory of the France Family. The
silent auction items were from
many corporate leaders in the mo-
torsports industry and the Finger
Lakes Region of New York.

“Our family is honored to be rec-
ognized by the IMRRC and we are
especially pleased that the efforts
of Jim France will be highlighted,”
Lesa France Kennedy, ISC CEO
and Jim Franceʼs niece, said. “Jim

has always been integral to ISCʼs
success, providing leadership and
counsel to so many of us through
the years. He is a wonderful man
… and mentor.”

“It is most appropriate that on a
night when the France family will
be honored, that Jim France would
be the main focus,” NASCXAR
Chairman and CEO Brian France
commented about his uncle. “Jim
learned the business of motor-
sports from his father, Bill France
Sr., then worked alongside my fa-
ther, Bill France Jr., for years, help-
ing to guide NASCAR through a
tremendous period of growth. Jim
was dadʼs best, most experienced
confidant and supporter, and he
has continued to be mine as well.”

Congratulations to Jim France
and the France Family on a well-
deserved honor.
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By REID SPENCER

JOLIET, IL - Like
two boxers in the final
round of a closely-
contested slugfest,
Kyle Busch and Kyle
Larson traded hard
shots on the last lap of
Sundayʼs Overtonʼs
400 at Chicagoland
Speedway.

Moments later, it
was Kyle Busch who was still
standing—with his car parked on
the finish line and his fifth Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series vic-
tory of the season in his pocket.

In the closing three laps, Larson
gained on Busch, who had led from
a restart on Lap 213 of 267. Busch
was slowed by lapped traffic, and
Larson had a strong run into Turns
1 and 2 on the final lap. Larson
drove hard into the corner but
couldnʼt clear Buschʼs No. 18 Joe
Gibbs Racing Toyota Camry off
Turn 2. 

Larson tapped the left rear of
Buschʼs car, knocking him into the
outside wall. Larson passed Busch

on the backstretch, but the 2015
series champion wasnʼt finished.
Busch got back to the bumper of
Larsonʼs No. 42 Chip Ganassi Rac-
ing Chevrolet Camaro ZL1 in Turn
3 and sent him spinning with a hard
shot to the rear of the car. 

Larson slid sideways, as the mo-
mentum of Buschʼs charge into the
corner carried his car into the out-
side wall. But Busch straightened
his Camry and powered across the
finish line 1.875 seconds ahead of
Larson, who recovered to beat
third-place finisher Kevin Harvick to
the stripe by a half-second.

With his second victory at
Chicagoland, Busch earned the
48th victory of his career, tied with
Herb Thomas for 14th all-time and
one win behind three-time cham-
pion Tony Stewart. Busch tied Har-
vick for the most victories in the
series this season, marking only
the fourth time in series history that
two drivers have each won five
times in the first 17 races.

Busch appeared to be cruising
to a one-second victory before
Ryan Newman raced him hard try-

ing to stay on the lead lap and a
pack of lapped cars in front of him
clogged the track. 

“I got really boxed in and got re-
ally slow,” Busch said. “I tried to get
all of it on those last couple of laps.
Larson tried to pull a slider but did-
nʼt quite complete it. He slid up into
me and used me, and then I kind of
used him a little bit in Turn 3 to
come back for the victory. 

“Great win for the Skittles Camry
and all of these guys. We were hor-
rible today. Absolutely horrendous.
We just never gave up. Itʼs always
good to make the most of the days
and get to where we needed at the
end. I was able to lead all of those
laps. And get through the rest of the
traffic. If you donʼt like that kind of
racing, donʼt even watch.”

The last lap aside, a major key
to Buschʼs victory was stellar work
on pit road. After the final stop
under caution on Lap 209, Busch
beat Harvick back on track to take
the lead and held it the rest of the
way. 

Even though Busch knocked
him out of the way in the final cor-
ner for the win, Larson held no hard
feelings.

“Yeah, I was fighting hard to
catch him and had a really good car
especially on the long runs,” Larson
said. “We were able to get the top
going and finally run him down.

Yeah, the lappers bottled him up
pretty bad there, and I was able to
get a run on him. He changed his
line up there for a couple of laps in
a row, and I got a big run and went
to throw the slider on him and got
really tight. 

“My plan was pretty much to run
into the side of him to try and slow
his momentum down and was able
to do that and get clear of him. I
didnʼt really want to be clear of him
in (Turn) 3, though, because I knew
he would get to my back bumper
and move me out of the way, which
he did. So, I mean, I know some
fans probably already donʼt like
Kyle Busch, but that was just kind
of hard racing there, I thought.”  

Martin Truex Jr. finished fourth
but failed to lead a lap. Clint
Bowyer recovered from three extra
trips down pit road because of
penalties to run fifth. Erik Jones,
Denny Hamlin, Joey Logano, Brad
Keselowski and Alex Bowman
completed the top 10.

Notes: Aric Almirola won the first
80-lap stage of the race—his first
career stage win—before two un-
scheduled pit stops for loose
wheels took him out of con-
tention… Harvick won Stage 2, his
ninth stage victory of the season…
Kyle Busch won the race without
scoring a point in either of the first
two stages.
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Kyle Busch Wins

Slugfest at
Chicagoland

Scuffed and banged up, the #18 Toyota

of Kyle Busch makes it to the finish

line first and gives Busch a win in

Chicago. (JARED TILTON/GETTY IM-

AGES photo)



By REID SPENCER

JOLIET, IL - When
Kyle Larson crossed
the finish line at
Chicagoland Speed-
way 8.030 seconds
ahead of runner-up
Kevin Harvick, there
were no screams of
elation from the win-
ner of Saturdayʼs

Overtonʼs 300 NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries race.

Instead, Larson placed an order.
“Water, ice and towel at the

start/finish line,” Larson radioed to
his team, after winning a race in
mind-numbing heat that ap-
proached 150 degrees in the
greenhouse of his No. 42 Chip
Ganassi Racing Chevrolet Ca-
maro.

Larson had won the pole earlier
in the day but had to start from the
rear of the field because of a flat
right front tire that required chang-
ing before the race. That proved
only a temporary deterrent.

By the end of the first 45-lap

stage, Larson had driven up to
sixth place, and on Lap 72, he
made a three-wide pass of Harvick
and Christopher Bell to take the
lead for the first time. 

The 25-year-old Californian
went on to lead a race-high 80 laps
and took advantage of an 80-lap
green-flag run to the finish to win
for the first time at Chicagoland, the
second time this season and the
10th time in his career.

“Yeah, it was pretty hot,” Larson
said in the understatement of the
week. “But the adrenaline was kick-
ing in. I canʼt say enough about this
race car. We were really bad (Fri-
day in practice), so itʼs cool we
could win.

“We were able to get our car bet-
ter for today. These guys (the No.
42 team) never quit. The pit crew
was amazing. That was really a key
there, I thought, to get some track
position after falling back to fourth
(after the restart following the end
of Stage 2).”

In fact, Larson gained two posi-
tions on pit road under a caution for

debris in Turn 4 on Lap 114 and
restarted third on the bottom on
Lap 121. He cleared the fourth-
place car of Christopher Bell on the
restart and took off in pursuit of
Harvick, who had assumed the
lead. 

“I was able to stay pretty close to
Harvick on the bottom,” Larson
said. “I felt like, if the race stayed
green, I would eat him up.”

Indeed, after the tires began to
wear, Larson moved to the top of

the track, where he was unstop-
pable. On Lap 142 he surged past
Harvick into the lead and extended
his advantage to more than four
seconds before a cycle of green-
flag pit stops that started on Lap
166. 

When the cycle ended with
Brandon Jonesʼ stop on Lap 180,
Larson was up by 9.490 seconds.
From that point on, it was a cruise
to the finish—in a steam bath. 

“I needed a short run there, for
sure,” said Harvick, who led 38
laps. “The Hunt Brothers Pizza
Ford was really good there for
about 25 laps, and Kyle would
struggle for 25 laps. I just didnʼt
need it to go green.

“I just couldnʼt run the top. I
would slide the front tires, and I did-
nʼt have enough rear grip to throttle
through the center of the corners.
My car wouldn't turn, but on the
bottom.”

And the bottom lane wasnʼt the
fast way around the 1.5-mile track
when the tires began to wear. 

Cole Custer ran third and took
the series lead from sixth-place El-
liott Sadler, who fell to third in the
standings behind Custer and fifth-
place finisher Daniel Hemric.
Daniel Suarez came home fourth in
his second Xfinity start of the sea-
son.

Justin Allgaier ran seventh, fol-
lowed by Paul Menard and Chase
Briscoe, who scored his first career
top-10 in the series. Chase Elliott
was 10th and paid a quick visit to
the infield care center before Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
qualifying for some IV fluids.

“I feel a lot better now,” Elliott
said on his way out of the care cen-
ter. “Those IVs make you feel like a
million bucks.”
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s Kyle Larson Blisters

the Field on Steamy

Day in Chicagoland

Kyle Larson, driver of the #42 ENEOS Chevrolet, and his son Owen

affix the winnerʼs decal to the car in Victory Lane at Chicagoland

Speedway. (JARED TILTON/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Kyle Larson takes his victory lap with his helmet out the window so that he could cool off after win-

ning a very hot and humid race. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



By REID SPENCER

JOLIET, IL - Brett
Moffitt didnʼt hear the
words that turned Fri-
day nightʼs Overtonʼs
225 NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Se-
ries race in his favor.

“Iʼm blowing up!”
John Hunter Ne-

mechek shouted over his team
radio as he entered Turn 1 with the
lead on the final lap at Chicagoland
Speedway.

Nemechekʼs misfortune proved
an unexpected boon to Moffitt, who
won the race by 5.092 seconds
over Ben Rhodes, as Nemechek
faded to seventh at the finish—not
with a blown engine, as he had
thought, but with an empty fuel cell.

Moffitʼs victory—his third of the
season and the fourth of his ca-
reer—was all the more unlikely be-
cause his Hattori Racing
Enterprises didnʼt have the re-
sources to come to the 1.5-mile
track until Fr8Auctions.com made a
midweek commitment to sponsor
Moffittʼs Toyota in Fridayʼs race.

“We werenʼt even supposed to
be here,” said crew chief Scott Zi-
padelli.

Moffitt and Nemechek battled
through the final 24-lap green-flag
run, with Moffitt taking the lead by
a nose on Lap 136 of 150. Ne-
mechek regained the top spot on

the following circuit, moved his line
to the top of the track and began to
pull away. 

When he took the white flag to
start the final lap, Nemechek was
ahead by roughly five truck-lengths
before his fuel tank ran dry and
Moffitt sped past.

“This is great,” Moffitt said after
climbing from his No. 16 Hattori
Racing Enterprises Toyota Tundra.
“We didnʼt know if we were coming.
To be here in Victory Lane, itʼs an
honor and a blessing. 

“These guys work hard. I feel
like we threw away a couple of wins
this season. I hate it for the No. 8
(Nemechek), whatever happened
to him. But weʼll take it however we
can get it right now.”

Moffitt was prepared to try a
banzai run on the final lap, as Noah
Gragson had tried unsuccessfully
to do to Moffitt on June 16 at Iowa
Speedway. As it turned out, Moffitt
didnʼt have to.

“I got a good run off Turn 4 as we
took the white,” Moffitt said. “I com-
mitted to what Noah did to me at
Iowa. 

And halfway up the hill (in Turn
1), something happened and they
said ʻJust take it easy.ʼ Thatʼs a
great way to be able to just drive
easy through 3 and 4 to win one. 

“I canʼt thank everyone on this
team enough and Fr8Auctions that
even got us here this week. Tues-

day, we didnʼt even know. They re-
ally extended a hand and helped us
when we needed it the most.”

Nemechek, who is running a lim-
ited schedule in both the Camping
World Truck Series and NASCAR
Xfinity Series, bemoaned the ill for-
tune that kept him out of Victory
Lane.

“We just donʼt have luck on our
side right now,” Nemechek said.
“Overall, itʼs a good showing. They
knew we were here. We donʼt know
at what point weʼll be back with the
trucks. Itʼs frustrating and disap-

pointing, but weʼll move on from it.
“If we keep doing what weʼre

doing and running like we are,
weʼre going to win races. Thatʼs the
biggest thing. The results havenʼt
been what we wanted this year on
the Xfinity side and the Truck side,
but tonight was a real heartbreak.”

Johnny Sauter ran third and re-
tained his series lead by 65 points
over Gragson, who started from the
pole and finished fourth. Brandon
Jones completed the top five in the
No. 51 Kyle Busch Motorsports
Toyota.
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Opportunistic Brett

Moffitt Grabs NCWTS

Victory at Chicagoland

Brett Moffitt, driver of the #16 Fr8Auctions.com Toyota, poses with

the trophy after winning the Overton's 225. (MATT

SULLIVAN/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Race winner Brett Moffitt (16) battles with John Hunter Nemechek (8) before Nemechekʼs misfortune of running out of gas on the last

lap. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)





ROSEBURG, OR
- Derek Kraus wasnʼt
going to be denied.
Even when a pair of
late cautions erased
his half-track lead and
put a teammate at his
door and a pair of
championship rivals
on his bumper.

Kraus pulled away
on a green-white-
checkered finish to
win Saturday nightʼs
Clint Newell Toyota

150 presented by NAPA Auto Parts
at Douglas County Speedway. It
was his second NASCAR K&N Pro
Series West win of the season and
the third of his career.

More importantly, it moved him
within nine points of the champi-
onship lead after seven of 14
races.

The 16-year-old from Startford,
Wisconsin, led 133 laps and his
No. 16 NAPA Auto Parts Toyota
crossed the finish line .493 sec-
onds ahead of the field. But it was-

nʼt as easy as the numbers may in-
dicate.

A caution on Lap 139 erased a
nearly seven second lead, and a
subsequent caution on Lap 148
pushed the race into overtime.
Each time, it allowed Krausʼ Bill
McAnally Racing teammate Hailie
Deegan to line up on his outside on
the restart. Kraus was able to avoid
making a mistanke and he
emerged in front both times.

Deegan, also 16, settled for sec-
ond and tied the record for highest
finishing female in series history.
The Sunoco Rookie of the Year
candidate from Temecula, Califor-
nia, has seven top 10s in all seven
starts this season.

The late race restarts also shuf-
fled the final running order, as Kody
Vanderwal battled his way to a
third-place finish. Ryan Partridge
was fourth and his Sunrise Racing
teammate for Bob Bruncati, Derek
Thorn, settled for fifth. Thorn won
the pole earlier in the day and led
the first 20 laps.

Partridge kept his one-point lead

over Thorn in the championship
standings, while Kraus closed the
gap he faced by eight points.

Cole Rouse, whose spin brought
out the final caution, battled back to
finish sixth, followed by Jeff Jeffer-
son, Trevor Huddleston, Matt Levin
and Ron Norman.

The Clint Newell Toyota 150 pre-

sented by NAPA Auto Parts will air
on NBCSN on Friday, July 6 at 1
p.m. ET.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
West returns to the track for the
Caseyʼs General Store 150 at Iowa
Speedway on Friday, July 27, in a
combination race with the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East.

MOORESVILLE,
NC - The largest event
for the CARS Re-
sponse Energy Tour
will be getting even
bigger in 2018. The
2nd annual “Throw-
back 276” at Hickory
Motor Speedway,
which commemorates
short track racingʼs
days of old, will ex-
pand to two days with

racing and throwback activities
planned for both Friday, August 3rd
and Saturday, August 4th.

The Throwback 276 weekend
will kick off on Friday August 3rd
with the normal practice sessions
for both the Late Model Stocks and
Super Late Models as they prepare
for their Saturday night 138 lap fea-
tures. That evening fans will be
treated to a 52 lap Limited Late
Model race at 7:30PM that will pay
$800 to win and $100 to start, uti-
lizing Hickory Motor Speedwayʼs
rules, as the event will act as cham-
pionship points race for the com-
petitors. In addition to the $4,000
plus purse, every Limited Late
Model team that utilizes a throw-

back paint scheme will receive a
$100 cash bonus added to their
purse. The race winner will then
have to make a decision in Victory
Lane; take his winnings and go
home or be guaranteed to start the
CARS Late Model Stock Tour fea-
ture Saturday night with a minimum
of $800 to start, a free entry fee, a
free single event license, and the
ability to utilize the same pit passes
for Saturdayʼs event as well.

The teams of the CARS Re-
sponse Energy Tour will get their
opportunity to shine in the
Richardʼs Painting Pit Stop Com-
petition that will pay $1,000 to the
winning team in Friday nightʼs com-
petition. The competition will be
comprised of three crew members
changing a single tire on the CARS
Tour house car with all teams utiliz-
ing the same spec jack and pit gun.
Each team will have their driver
pilot the car for each stop making it
a true team competition. Fans will
be invited to come down from the
grandstands and watch the compe-
tition from the front stretch.  

The night will conclude with a big
Friday night concert party with
Maiden, North Carolinaʼs own Tyler

Hatley & The Little Mountain Band.
Fans, as always, are encouraged
to bring coolers and take in the
show from the front stretch as well. 

The Throwback 276 weekend
gets thrown into full gear on Satur-
day with grandstands opening at
4pm for qualifying that will set the
field for the Late Model Stock and
Super Late Model features later in
the evening. Immediately following
qualifying the biggest on track Fan
Fest of the year takes place allow-
ing fans to meet the drivers and
see the various throwback
schemes up close in person. A
wide variety of bonus bucks will be
up for grabs: Hoosier Racing Tire
Best Appearing Car will pay $500
to the winning team, Earnest Per-
formance Open Trailer Bonus of
$250 will be available to teams in
both divisions, and once again this
season, a bonus of $350 will be
awarded to Best Dressed Throw-
back team.   

In addition to the competing driv-
ers on track signing autographs, six
legendary names in the sport of
short track and NASCAR racing will
once again sign autographs and
meet with fans. The full lineup of
those being honored will be an-
nounced in the coming days. Fans
will also get their chance to take
home some prize money with the
top three Best Dressed Throwback
fans receiving $150 (1st), $75

(2nd), and $25 (3rd) for their his-
toric attire efforts. 

Tickets for the Throwback 276
weekend are now on sale at
www.carsracingtour.com by click-
ing the advertisement banner lo-
cated on the right side of the page.
Tickets are $15 for Friday August
3rd and are available at the gate
only. Saturday August 4th feature
event tickets are $17 in advance or
$25 at the gate. A special two day
ticket can be purchased in advance
for $30. The Throwback 276 Mega
Pack which includes: FREE pit
pass for both days, general admis-
sion tickets to both days, Throw-
back 276 hat, Throwback 276 shirt,
and Throwback 276 spotters guide
paint scheme poster is just $76 in
advance only and limited to just the
first 138 fans who purchase the
package.  

For additional information on the
CARS Response Energy Late
Model Stock Tour and the CARS
Response Energy Super Late
Model Tour visit www.carsracing-
tour.com. Be sure to stay active
and social with the tour by liking
“CARS Tour” on Facebook, follow-
ing @CARSTour on Twitter, and
scrolling through photos on Insta-
gram cars_tour. Additional series
information can be obtained by call-
ing the CARS Tour series office, lo-
cated in Mooresville, NC, at
704.662.9212.
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g Derek Kraus Drives Away
With Douglas Victory

Derek Kraus celebrates his win in the the Clint Newell Toyota 150

presented by NAPA Auto Parts for the NASCAR K&N West Series on

Saturday in Roseburg, Oregon. (Steve Dykes/NASCAR via Getty Im-

ages)



After narrowly
missing out on picking
up the win at
Chicagoland Speed-
way last year, Michael
Self took advantage of
a late-race restart and
led the final two laps to
score his second
ARCA Racing Series
presented by Menards
victory of 2018 in Fri-
day night's SCOTT
150.

Self made a three-
wide move to take the lead on the
initial start of the race, and when
Riley Herbst couldn't get the power
down coming to the final restart of
the night, he made a carbon copy
move to retake the lead and pick up
the win by 0.155 over series cham-
pionship points leader Sheldon
Creed.

"Every time I went into the Ven-
turini shop I saw that trophy from

last year that should have been
ours," Self said, referring to last
year's race in which he dominated
but saw go awry with just a couple
of laps to go with a flat tire. His Ven-
turini teammate Christopher Bell
won the race. "It was great motiva-
tion for us. I owe it all to Billy (Ven-
turini) and the team. They gave me
a great car and all I had to do was
drive it."

Self was able to keep his emo-
tions in check on that final restart.

"It was pretty easy actually," Self
said. "It's just another race when
you're strapped in the seat. You
can't let yourself get too excited
about it. I knew we had fresher tires
than the guys in front of me. I just
had to stay calm and let it play out."

Creed started from the General
Tire Pole, but wasn't able to lead a
lap throughout the night. Creed
was able to get in position to chal-
lenge Self in the final two laps but
fell just short.

Todd Gilliland finished third after
leading 28 laps on the night, up to
the final caution flag of the night in-
volving Leilani Munter, who spun
down the backstretch on lap 95 set-
ting up the final overtime restart of
the night.

Zane Smith finished fourth, and
Chase Purdy finished fifth.

There were three cautions for 18
laps, holding the average speed to
129.144 miles per hour. There were

seven lead changes among five
drivers; Self led the field with 63
laps at the front of the field.

Creed unofficially maintains the
points lead heading into the Fans
with Benefits 150 next Saturday at
Iowa Speedway. The race will be
broadcast on a tape-delayed basis
on MAVTV. ARCARacing.com will
have live timing and scoring of all
on track activity for registered
users.
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SALEM, IN - Vet-
eran Ft. Wayne, Indi-
ana racer Tommy
Cook got the win in
Saturday nightʼs 75
lap event  for the
Voreʼs Welding CRA
Late Model Sports-
man Powered by
JEGS at Baer Field
Motorsports Park, lo-
cated just south of

Fort Wayne, Indiana. It was a clean
sweep for Cook as he was the All-
star Performance Fast Qualifier
earlier in the day. 

“It feels good to finally get a CRA
win here at Baer Field,” remarked
Cook in victory lane. “I always
enjoy racing with this series, this
was a good field of cars between
the series regulars and the Baer
Field cars. I have to thank my car
owner and my whole team for all
their hard work!” 

Shawn Amor took the early lead
from his pole starting position after
Cook drew a five for the events in-
verted start, but Amorʼs car was
smoking out the left front early in
the race and the carʼs handling
started to go away. Former
ARCA/CRA Super Series regular
Terry Fisher Jr. road behind Amor
for several laps, waiting patiently

for an opportunity to pass, Fisher
Jr. then made his move to the front
to take over the lead from the fad-
ing Amor on lap 28. 

Cook soon followed Fisher Jr. by
Amor to grab second and set his
sights on Fisher Jr. Cook patiently
worked Fisher waiting for an op-
portunity. The only cautions of the

race flew on lap 37, first for Brian
Janes who broke a drive-shaft,
then on the next green Austin
Coeʼs car slipped on the restart
making contact with Tony Brutti put-
ting him into the front stretch wall.
Both driversʼ nights were done from
damage. 

Fisher Jr. pulled away on the lap
38 restart, but Cook was soon on
Fisher Jr.ʼs tail, and then made the
inside pass to get the lead on lap
55. From there Cook pulled away
to get the win by nearly two sec-
onds over Fisher Jr. Cook picked

up the AR Bodies Cool Move of the
Race for his pass of Fisher Jr. for
the lead. Fisher Jr. picked up the
Racer Parts Wholesale Sweet
Move of the Race Award for his
pass of Amor earlier in the event. 

Billy Hutson finished in third
place. Amor held on to get a hard
fought fourth place finish. Shawn
Bonar finished in fifth place. Jason
Timmerman came from his 11th
place starting position to finish in
sixth. 

More information is available at
www.cra-racing.com.CR
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Cooks Wins CRA Late
Model Sportsman Race at

Baer Field Motorsports Park

Michael Self celebrates in victory lane after winning at

Chicagoland Speedway. (arcaracing.com photo)



OXFORD, ME -
Tracy Gordon of
Strong nailed down his
first Super Late Model
victory in several
years, earning a guar-
anteed starting spot in
the rich Oxford 250
with a 100-lap PASS
Open race victory at
Oxford Plains Speed-

way on Sunday night.
Gordon, the 1991 track cham-

pion, said "Wayne Helliwell won
this race two years ago and then
won the 250, and I told my guys be-
fore the race that's what we're
gonna do."

Gordon, who had great success
with the old NASCAR Busch North
Series and other touring groups
after his championship campaign at
OPS, has raced thousands of laps
at the Route 26 speedplant in his
three-decade-plus racing career - a
resume that surely would shine
more brightly with a big 250 trophy
on it.

Gordon began the 100-lap
PASS open race from ninth starting
position and did most of his work in
impressive fashion from the tough
outside groove, seemingly trying to
dial in his machine for the big-
money 250 coming up on Sunday,
August 26. 

Runner-up TJ Brackett of Buck-
field led about two-thirds of the
race. The two-time Super Late
Model track champion, and current
Saturday night Budweiser Champi-
onship Series points leader, was
visibly disappointed that he was un-
able to hold off Gordon. Still, he
knows he'll be in the field for the
250.

Rookie Austin Teras, a 15-year-
old racer from Gray with a 50-lap
Oxford Plains Speedway Super
Late Model victory already under
his belt, secured a third and final
conditional starting spot, rebound-
ing nicely in the latter stages of the
race after being shuffled back in the
running order during a mid-race
restart.

Lonnie Sommerville of Bar-
nesville, New Brunswick led the
first 16 laps of the race and stayed
inside the top three until Teras got
by with less than five laps to go, rel-
egating the Canadian visitor to a
fourth-place finish. Former PASS
mods champion Ryan Robbins of
Dixfield completed the top-five run-
down following a steady drive into
contention from 14th starting posi-
tion. 

Connecticut racer Ray Christian
III was sixth after starting 18th. Sat-
urday night's 50-lap winner, Kelly
Moore of Scarborough, ended up in
seventh position, followed by
Turner's Shawn Martin, West-
brook's John Peters and John
Salemi of Nashua, New Hamp-
shire.

Bruce Helmuth of Wales raced
to his first PASS Mods victory of the
season in the 40-lap main event for
the open-wheel class. Helmuth out-
gunned rookie Kate Re to grab the
early lead, then held off current
championship points leader and
reigning PASS Mods king Ben Tin-
ker of New Gloucester to claim vic-
tory, the second Mod triumph of his
career.

Tinker remained atop the PASS
Mods rankings with a runner-up fin-
ish. Re, a 14-year-old rookie in
PASS Mods competition, earned a
season-best third-place finish in
front of Waterboro's Billy Dixon and
a pair of two-time winners, Gary
Shackford of Center Conway, New
Hampshire and Poland's Patrick
Sullivan.

It seems that
everyone had a feel-
ing Bubba Pollard
would win the South-
ern Super Series
Rumble by the River
125 Saturday night at
Montgomery Motor
Speedway, everyone
except the Georgia
native himself.

"If you had told me
yesterday that we
were going to win this

thing, I would have called you a
liar," Pollard said. "When we
started Friday, we struggled really
bad."

Pollard returned to compete at
the Alabama half-mile for the first
time in three years. Needless to
say, the asphalt's character had
changed from Pollard's memory.

"I haven't been there in three
years, so I didn't really know what
to expect," Pollard said. "Last time
I had been there the race track had
a lot of grip in it."

On race day, Pollard and his
crew had just under two hours of
practice to finalize any adjustments

for qualifying. In two laps, Pollard
managed to qualify third fastest,
but would still have 125 more to fig-
ure out later that night.

"I just didn't know how abrasive
the race track was," Pollard said.
"You have to save [tires] a lot. We
came with a whole different setup
then we thought the race track
needed, so we worked on it."

Whatever strategy the No. 26
team was able to figure out,
worked. In the feature, Pollard was
able to take over the lead with 50
laps to go.

"We could roll the center really
good and I knew as long as we
could do that, we could save more
than [the rest of the field] up off the
corner," Pollard said. "And so that's
what we did."

Pollard had a considerable
cushion as he took the white flag
and celebrated his third Southern
Super Series win of the season, his
19th win in the series overall.

"Josh, Mark and all of these
guys over here, Bronson, work their
tails off on this thing," Pollard said.
"We don't give up until the end,
that's for sure."

Second-place finisher Connor
Okrzesik was hoping the Rumble
by the River 125 would be his first
career win in a Super Late Model.

After setting fast time in qualify-
ing, the 16-year-old driver domi-
nated the majority of the race
before Pollard was able to get the
upper hand on the penultimate
restart of the race.

After losing the lead, Okrzesik
fought for positions in Pollard's
rearview, at one point being sand-
wiched between Casey Roderick
and Augie Grill in a three-wide bat-
tle for second.

"I tried to keep it as clean as

possible," Okrzesik said. "It was
just really good, really hard racing.
It was a lot of fun."

Casey Roderick, who came to
Montgomery fresh off of a Southern
Super Series win at Five Flags
Speedway, ended the night in third.

Augie Grill and Lucas Jones
rounded out the top five.

Race fans can watch the full
Rumble by the River 125 on-de-
mand on the Speed51 Network.

Next up for the Southern Super
Series presented by Sunoco will be
a return trip to Five Flags Speed-
way (FL) for the third Blizzard Se-
ries race of the season on July 20.
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Tracy Gordon Earns

Guaranteed Starting Spot in
Oxford 250 with 100-lap

PASS Open Score

Tracy Gordon celebrates his guaranteed starting spot in the Ox-

ford 250 after winning the 100-lap PASS Open race at Oxford

Plains Speedway. (Norm Marx/PASS photo)

Sou
the

rn S
upe

r Se
ries Pollard Wins at Montgomery

After Three-Year Hiatus

Bubba Pollard gets the gloves at Montgomery Motor Speedway.

(Speed51.com photo)



KNOXVILLE, IA -
David Gravel had a
perfect restart on Lap
10 charging from third
to first and then held
off Donny Schatz to
win his fourth World of
Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series Fea-
ture of the year on
Night Two of the
Brownells Big Guns
Bash at Knoxville

Raceway. Schatz threw everything
he had at Gravel, but settled for
second with Brad Sweet, who was
the leader on the aforementioned
restart, completing the podium.

For the second consecutive
night, Donny Schatz won the Sears
Craftsman Dash, earning the pole
for the 25-lap Feature. Schatz took
command of the field and led the
opening circuit as Sweet and Brian
Brown exchanged slide jobs for the
runner-up position.

On Lap 8, Sweet made his move
underneath Schatz and took the
lead to the ninth lap. Schatz battled
back hard and would have led Lap
10, but a yellow for fourth-place
running Logan Schuchart negated
the pass and gave Sweet the lead
back.

Sweet and Schatz shared the
front row on the double-file restart
with Gravel behind Sweet on the in-
side. Gravel pounced as the Green
Flag flew and ducked underneath
Sweet and Schatz heading into
turn one with a heart-pounding
move to take the lead. Sweet and
Schatz would jockey for the runner-
up position with Sweet taking it on
Lap 11, but Schatz coming back
and taking the position three laps
later.

The final caution of the evening
flew for Brooke Tatnell on Lap 17.
Gravel elected the bottom on the
double-file restart with the 10-time
Knoxville Nationals Champion
alongside of him. Schatz had an
excellent restart and pulled ahead
of the CJB Motorsports No.5 down
the backstretch, before Gravel re-
gained the lead with a huge slider
in turn three and four. That was the
move the sealed the victory as
Gravel would power away and win
by 1.643 seconds.

“Whoʼs ready for Nationals,” was
the first an ecstatic Gravel said
upon exiting his CJB Motorsports
machine in Victory Lane for the
fourth time in 2018.

“We were really good all night
yesterday and we knew we had a
car capable of winning if we could
get up there,” Gravel, who scored
the first Perfect 500 score at the
Knoxville Nationals last August,
only to break while leading the
$150,000 to win Feature on Satur-
day night added.

“This one is for Jason, Bobbi
and Jaxx Johnson,” Gravel said to
a huge roar from the Knoxville
Raceway crowd.

Donny Schatzʼ attempt for the
weekend sweep ended with him
settling for second while Brad
Sweet completed the all World of
Outlaws regular podium for the
second night in a row. Brian Brown
finished fourth with Davey Heskin
completing the top five. Heskin
came from 23rd to finish fifth, good
enough for KSE Hard Charger hon-
ors.

Fridayʼs runner-up Ian Madsen,
17th-starting Shane Stewart, Cory
Eliason, 24th-starting Brent Marks
and Kerry Madsen completed the
top ten.

It was a scorching day in Iowa all
afternoon and with weather loom-
ing, the World of Outlaws and
Knoxville Raceway officials were in
hurry-up mode to beat Mother Na-
ture, which they did successfully.
Despite the triple-digit tempera-
tures all weekend, the Knoxville
Raceway track prep team did a
tremendous job providing an excel-
lent racing surface as the facility
lived up to its nickname as The
Sprint Car Capital of the World.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series will return to
Knoxville Raceway in six short
weeks with the running of the
Granddaddy of Them All, the
Knoxville Nationals. The Outlaws
40th Anniversary Season will con-
tinue Friday, July 6 and Saturday,
July 7 with the FVP Platinum Bat-
tery Showdown at Cedar Lake
Speedway.

Schatz Scores 12th
Win of Year on Night
One of the Brownells

Big Guns Bash at
Knoxville

KNOXVILLE, IA - Even in June,
Donny Schatz reigns supreme at
Knoxville Raceway, as the 10-time
Knoxville Nationals Champion led
all 25 on the opening night of the

Brownells Big Guns Bash to score
his 12th World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car Series victory of the
year. Ian Madsen and David Gravel
completed the all World of Out-
laws podium.

Schatz won the Sears Crafts-
man Dash, earning the pole for the
25-lap Feature alongside Australian
and Knoxville regular Lynton Jef-
frey. Schatz took command at the
drop of the Green, but Jeffrey
stayed right with the nine-time Se-
ries Champion until the first caution
of the evening flew for Jordyn Bra-
zier with three laps complete.

Six-time Knoxville winner in
2018 Brian Brown also headed to
the work area with damage after
heavy contact with the outside re-
taining wall. On the ensuing dou-
ble-file restart, Schatz and Jeffrey
made contact on
the frontstretch with the latter going
for a wild series of flips. Jeffrey
emerged unscathed after the wild
accident and brought the crowd to
their feet with his endless positivity
in his post-crash interview.

Schatz continued to lead on the
restart with Brooke Tatnell assum-
ing the runner-up position. With
momentum on the bottom,
Schuchart took second from Tatnell
on Lap 10.

Brothers Ian and Kerry Madsen
waged war for multiple laps behind
them for the fourth position before
younger brother Ian solidified him-
self in the position. Ian wasnʼt done
there as he reeled in both Tatnell
and Schuchart to take second with
five laps remaining. But there was
no catching Donny Schatz tonight,
as he was never truly challenged
after the Lap 3 restart going on to

win by 3.809 seconds for the 12th
time in 2018.

The first thing Schatz did in Vic-
tory Lane was get on the wing and
throw up the 41 in honor of Jason
Johnson. “Itʼs been a very shocking
week. Iʼm glad to be standing here
tonight, words canʼt describe it,” an
emotional Schatz said before
thanking his entire Textron Off
Road team.

“My guys are incredible, I am
blessed to be able to drive this
thing. Itʼs great to win at Knoxville,”
Schatz said next to his Tony Stew-
art Racing No.15. Two-time
Knoxville Raceway Champion and
the leading contender for Kevin Go-
brecht Rookie of the Year Ian Mad-
sen matched his season-best effort
with his second-place finish.

“I had a great race car. I took a
little while to get going, but [Kyle]
Ripper and the guys gave me a fun
car to drive tonight. Itʼs awesome to
come back to Knoxville and have a
solid showing and put the car up
front,” Madsen said.

David Gravel charged from 11th
to complete the all World of Out-
laws podium and was pleased with
his end to the evening. “We missed
it a little bit in Qualifying, but after
that, we were really good. We had
a good car in the Heat Race and I
think if we started closer to the front
tonight, we could have contended,”
the driver of the CJB Motorsports
No.5 said.

Kerry Madsen and Logan
Schuchart completed the top five
with Shane Stewart, whose team
was wearing Jason Johnsonʼs crew
uniforms, getting the KSE Hard
Charger honors coming from 20th
to finish sixth.
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s David Gravel Uses Brilliant
Double-File Restart to Win

Knoxville Thriller

David Gravel outraced Donny Schatz for the win in the Brownells

Big Guns Bash at Knoxville Raceway. (Paul Arch photo)



PEVELY, MO -
Brandon Sheppard
denied Devin Moran of
a weekend sweep on
Saturday evening at
Federated Auto Parts
Raceway at I-55 as he
claimed his sixth
World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late
Model Series win of
the 2018 season.

Moran settled for
second but it wasnʼt for lack of ef-
fort. The young gun of Dresden,
OH left it all on the line on the final
lap of the Sears Craftsman Feature
as he pulled a massive slider in
front of Sheppard as the pair exited
turn four and headed toward the
checkered flag.

The dauntless move brought the
crowd to their feet in anticipation of
the outcome. As they sprinted
down the front stretch for the final
time, Sheppard snuck between the
No.9 and the wall to steal the
$10,000 payday just 0.289 seconds
apart.

“I tell you what, I think he was a
little bit better than I was at the
end,” said Sheppard in Victory
Lane. “Me and Devin race hard all
the time and we rub a lot but itʼs
one of those deals where he gave
me a lane up there and I took ad-
vantage of that. It was some hard
racing but it was a lot of fun. I wish
we would come back to I-55 more
often. I like this place a lot.”

After starting fifth in the feature,
Sheppard commanded the lead on
lap 37 by using high-side momen-
tum to boost the Rocket1 Racing
machine ahead of Brian Shirley
who had relentlessly held to top
spot since lap 16.

“You know, when Shirley was
leading it was getting pretty treach-
erous down here in [turns] one and
two,” said Sheppard. “It was start-
ing to run up good and I knew I
wasnʼt going to pass him on the
bottom and the guys told me to go
for it. Mark told me I need to start
taking more chances since weʼre
pretty far behind in the points now.
At the end of the day, weʼre trying
to win races. Thatʼs all weʼre
doing.”

Moran nearly had a picture-per-
fect weekend after collecting his
first win of the season on Friday at
Terre Haute Action Track and con-
tinuing to ride the wave throughout
Saturday by setting fast time, col-

lecting his heat win and then draw-
ing the pole position for the main
event.

“I was actually just trying to save
my stuff a little bit,” said Moran.
“There was a lot of tire-ware in the
heat races so (crew chief) Wylie
(Moran) just told me to keep them
clean. I did for the majority of the
race and with 15 to go it was time
to wrap it up and so thatʼs what we
did.”

“I actually messed up off of [turn]
two and kind of slid out,” added
Moran. “I just couldnʼt quite keep up
on that bottom. I felt like I was a lit-
tle better on the top and Danny
gave him signals to move up right
in front of me on that caution (lap
46) and I knew he was going to go
up there on that restart so we just
hung on as much as we could and
we gave it a shot.”

Shirley settled for the final
podium position at Federated Auto
Parts Raceway defending the spot
from Rick Eckert who started sev-
enth and Mike Marlar who started
10th. After a late race caution on
lap 46 for a car who spun around in
turnfour, Shirley, Eckert and Marlar
battled three-wide for third for the
remaining four eventful circuits.

Shannon Babb quietly finished
18th in the feature after starting
second and leading the first 15 laps
of the feature. What looked like
would be a monumental moment
for Babb in his chase for 100 Sum-
mer Nationals victories, came to
screeching halt on lap 35 after he
suffered from a right rear flat after
making some contact with Shep-
pard battling for second.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series returns to action
on Friday, July 6 at Dubuque
Speedway (IA). The points race is
as close as it has been all season
as Chris Madden and Mike Marlar
are only separated by four points in
the series standings. This event will
kick off a grueling five-races in nine
days stretch for the Series regu-
lars. Tickets for Dubuque are on
sale now. Every ticket purchased in
advance comes with a free fan pit
pass.

Moran Maneuvers By
Shannon Babb for

First Win of Season
TERRE HAUTE, IN - Devin

Moran claimed his first win of the
2018 season during the World of

Outlaws Craftsman® Late Model
Series first-ever appearance at
Terre Haute Action Track for the
first of two shootouts versus the
DIRTcar Summer Nationals Late
Models.

Moran charged to the lead
ahead of current Summer Nation-
als point leader Shannon Babb
after a restart from late race caution
on lap 24 of the 30-lap Sears
Craftsman Feature. Once claiming
the lead, the young driver of Dres-
den, OH remained out front for the
final five laps of the event.

“Man, I tell you, I thought that
caution was going to kill us,” said
Moran in Victory Lane. “That hurt
us last week at Lernerville [Speed-
way] and I was like ʻman, this can-
not be happening again.”

“I was really good on them
restarts,” continued Moran. “I actu-
ally messed up on the bottom of
one and two on that restart and I
thought ʻman, that might have been
our shot.ʼ I just got a really good run
and I pulled the slider. It was kind
of hard because I was pretty tight
on entry but I just made sure I got
clear and then got all the way to the
wall and I just tried to stay in the
traction.”

Babb led all but six laps of the
feature event.

Moran stole the lead momentar-
ily only three laps into the feature
claiming the lead after a restart, but
Babb was able to recover the top
spot the following circuit. With a
long green-flag run, Babb was able
to stretch his lead to more than 2.5
seconds by lap 20. Prior to the cau-
tion flag waving on lap 24 (the sec-
ond and final caution of the event),
Moran was able to cut Babb's lead
down to 0.658 seconds. 

“The track was excellent
tonight,” said Babb. “I was up-on-
the-wheel type of driving so con-
gratulations to Devin Moran there.
Heʼs always been really strong. It
was a good race but I didnʼt need
that caution. At the same time, I
messed myself up down there in
turns one and two. I was running
through the middle on the restart
and I didnʼt know where to go. Then
I didnʼt get a good restart down the
back straightaway and cost myself
speed and he was able to get by
me.”

“Anyhow, all-in-all I was able to
finish the race in second so I canʼt
thank the fans enough, Bob Sar-
gent (track promoter) and all of the
people that put on this race,” added
Babb. “It was a big race track but it
was pretty fun.”

Mike Marlar charged from a 12th
starting spot to finish third. Based
on Summer Nationals rules, Marlar
who finished fourth in his qualifying
group then started fourth in his re-
spective heat race. Marlar was able
to capitalize on both restarts in
order to gain the much-needed mo-
mentum to make his way through
the field.

“Tonight, we had a rough start,”
said Marlar. “We had problems
early in qualifying and it got me be-
hind. I was able to get up there in
the feature and the cautions
worked out for me. Congratulations
to Devin. He drove an awesome
race it looked like there and was
having a big time. We snuck up and
got third.”
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Federated Auto Parts
Raceway at I-55

Brandon Sheppard raced his way to victory lane at Federated Auto

Parts Raceway at I-55, denying Devin Moran the weekend sweep.

(Paul Arch photo)

Devin Moran raced his way to vic-

tory at Terre Haute Action Track

Friday night. (Paul Arch photo)



PORTSMOUTH,
OH - Jason Jameson
became the newest
winner on the Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries tour, claiming his
biggest career victory
on Saturday night at
Portsmouth Raceway
Park.

Jameson took the
lead from Scott
Bloomquist on lap 33
and then had to hold
off the challenges

from Josh Richards. A caution with
ten laps to go turned into a two-car
battle between Jameson and
Richards with the Indiana driver
crossing the line to cap off a very
exciting race.

Jameson joined Magnolia Motor
Speedway winner Hudson OʼNeal
as back-to-back first-time series
winners. Richards finished in sec-
ond with Scott Bloomquist in third.
Rod Conley was fourth and Tim
McCreadie took fifth.

Surrounded in victory lane by
several well-wishers, an emotional
Jameson thanked a multitude of
people. “I canʼt thank my crew
enough, especially Tim, Jeff, and
Tony and everybody who makes
this happen. I donʼt want to see this
month end. I wish my car owner
James [Rattliff] was here to see
this. Scott [Bloomquist] drove the
wheels off of that thing. It made me
get up and drive a little harder.”

Jameson survived the next to
last restart of the race as it ap-
peared both Richards and
Bloomquist were primed to take the
win away. Richards briefly got the
lead back, but Jameson fought to
regain the top spot. “It was fun rac-
ing with those guys. They raced re-
ally hard and clean. You could
throw a slider on them and they
would return the favor without run-
ning over you. I felt a vibration near
the end I think the motor was get-
ting hot. I tried to run into the cor-
ner and keep my speed. I just
about lost it in turn two with a few

laps to go.”
Richards was looking for his

third LOLMDS win of the year. It
nearly came to fruition as he came
home in second with the Best Per-
formance Motorsports, COLT
Firearms, Rocket Chassis. “It was
a pretty crazy start there. Scott
[Bloomquist] started off good and
then we got it going up top. He
[Jameson] did a great job tonight.
Thanks to the fans for coming out
and enduring this night. They saw
a great show.”

“After about four or five laps the
tires would get really hot. We had
to back-pedal there for a little bit
and then he [Jameson] started to
pull away. This place is a lot of fun.
I think it has been different every

time we have been here. It was the
first-time we had run the cushion
for that long. We will come back
later this year and give it another
try.”

Bloomquist was in the thick of
things for most of the race and took
the third spot at the finish. “He
[Jameson] was just a little bit better
than us tonight. He could run the
cushion. It was a little rough on us
to run the top. We just had to move
down to the bottom and see if we
could get something working there.
The top was just too dominant
tonight.”

Completing the top ten Michael
Chilton, Hudson OʼNeal, Jimmy
Owens, Mason Zeigler, and Gregg
Satterlee.
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Lucas Oil Triumph

Jason Jameson celebrates his first ca-

reer Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series win

in victory lane at Porthsmouth Raceway.

(lucasdirt.com photo)



CALIFORNIA, MO
- Taking on Double X
Speedway to cap off
the three-night Red,
White, and Blue Tour,
Nixa's Kyle Bellm
bested a field of 21 for
a Sunday night prize
of $1,776 with the
Speedway Motors
ASCS Warrior Region
presented by Impact
Signs, Awnings, and

Wraps.
Bellm's second ASCS Warrior

Region win at the quarter-mile oval
this season, the triumph brings his
overall win total with the Missouri
based Sprint Car series to six.

Battling close with Tyler Blank,
the Blanks Backhoe No. 75 hit the
line first for 17 laps. Working
through traffic on Lap 18 however,
the advantage would swing to
Bellm's Greenworks Nursery No.
14k with Kyle leading the remain-
der of the A-Feature.

Tyler Blank would have to settle
for second with Tony Bruce, Jr. ad-
vancing to the final podium step
with Evan Martin crossing fourth.
Completing the top-five, Miles
Paulus picked his second $200
pre-paid Visa Gift Card of the
weekend from Valley Park Retire-
ment Living and Chad Griggs as
the night's Hard Charger.

Cody Baker sixth had Mathew
Howard following with Ayrton Gen-
netten eighth and Ben Brown in
ninth. Slowing to a stop while work-
ing Lap 8, Jonathan Cornell came
back from the tail to complete the
top-ten.

For other news, notes, and in-

formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up the nearly 150 races
across the ASCS Nation in 2018,
log onto www.ascsracing.com, fol-
low on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Cornell Holds Off
Paulus For ASCS

Warrior Score at Lake
Ozark Speedway

ELDON, MO - From the sideline
to the finish line, Jonathan Cornell
put his No. 28 back in Victory Lane
on Saturday night with an edge of
your seat battle over Miles Paulus
with the Speedway Motors ASCS
Warrior Region presented by Im-
pact Signs, Awnings, and Wraps at
Lake Ozark Speedway.

Round two of the 2018 Red,
White, and Blue Tour, the $1,776
victory is Cornell's 41st career tri-
umph with the Speedway Motors
ASCS Warrior Region presented
by Impact Signs, Awnings, and
Wraps, and first with the series
since coming back from being
cleared of a Heart infection.

Taking off with the lead, the No.
21 of Miles Paulus led a baker's
dozen as Cornell snagged the top
spot away on Lap 14. Back to Miles
a lap later, Cornell was not de-
terred. Mounting his charge, Cor-
nell fired back into the lead on Lap
21.

Keeping Paulus at bay the re-
maining four laps, the No. 21 would
cross second with Mitchell Moore in
third. Tyler Thomas fourth was
trailed by Kyle Bellm who raced

from 12th to fifth. Tony Bruce, Jr,
came from 10th to sixth with Dustin
Barks, Tyler Utz, Mathew Howard,
and B-Feature winner Ayrton Gen-
netten madding the top-ten.

Looking like his weekend was
not going to include racing, Tyler
Blank jumped behind the wheel of
the Dale McCarty backed No. 9m
to run from 23rd to 11th and thus,
claiming the $200 pre-paid Visa
Gift Card from Valley Park Retire-
ment Living and Chad Griggs.

Daniel Captures ASCS
Warrior Win at Missouri

State Fair Speedway
SEDALIA, MO - For the fifth time

in 2018, a new driver rolled into Vic-
tory Lane with the Speedway Mo-
tors ASCS Warrior Region
presented by Impact Signs,
Awnings, and Wraps with Califor-
nia's Mason Daniel scoring his first
victory at Missouri State Fair
Speedway on Friday night.

Topping a field of 20 drivers to
kick off the 2018 Red, White, and
Blue Tour, Mason picked up $1,776
for the win. Holding off Kyle Bellm,
the Nixa, Mo. shoe came from sev-

enth to second with Taylor Walton
crossing third. Tyler Thomas fourth
was chased by Jonathan Cornell to
make up the top-five.

Miles Paulus from 14th crossed
sixth and earned a $200 Visa Gift
Card from Valley Park Retirement
Living and Chad Griggs for being
the night's Hard Charger. Evan
Martin in seventh was trailed by
Randy Martin with Tony Bruce, Jr.
and John Schulz to round out the
top-ten.

Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
Untouchable In
Fred Brownfield
Classic Finale

ELMA, WA - No Brakes, broken
right front Shock, starting to Rain,
and missing his Hat for a moment
before Victory Lane; it didn't matter.
No one could keep pace with Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. as the Heidbreder
Foundation No. 15h stormed to vic-
tory in the Fred Brownfield Classic
at Grays Harbor Raceway with the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by Sawblade.com.

With the rain starting to come 
(Continued Next Page)
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Double X Speedway With
ASCS Warrior Region

Kyle Bellm celebrates with his family and crew in victory lane after

winning at Double X Speedway. (Terry Ford photo)

Jonathan Cornell raced his way to the win at Ozark Speedway. (Terry

Ford photo)

Mason Daniel scored his first win at Missouri State Fair Speedway

Friday night. (Terry Ford photo)
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down, Sam reflected
his fourth National
Tour win of the sea-
son, "To get the win
tonight is awesome. I
really felt like we de-
served to have the
chance last night, and
we definitely got the
job done tonight."

Having to wrestle
the car on the closing
lap with the front axle
bouncing all over
through traffic, it al-
lowed Jason Solwold
to close the gap from

a straightaway, but it didn't prove
enough as Sam found the check-
ered flag with a 1.080-second ad-
vantage.

"We had the same thing happen
a couple races ago. It's actually
happened a couple time this year
with the shock coming off and
Brake Lines coming off, I honestly
thought about pulling in there on
Lap 18. Just didn't have any brakes
so if someone had crashed in front
of me, we could have run right
through them. Fortunately, it didn't
happen, and we were fortunate to
be able to start out front with clean
air and limp it home. We had a re-
ally good car, just couldn't flex our
muscle at the end like we wanted
too with the problems we had,"

Green for two revolutions, the
race's first caution flew on Lap 2 as
Logan Forler and Greg Hamilton
came to a stop along the front
stretch. Both able to return, Hamil-
ton's night came to a quick end as
the No. 96 flipped off the second
turn. Greg was unharmed. Pulling
away on the restart, Hafertepe
found the back of the pack in a mat-
ter of laps. Putting several lapped
cars in the mix, the caution flew
again while working Lap 11 for Kyle
Miller.

Chased by Henry Van Dam to
the caution, the No. 33v would not
see the checkered flag as the rear
brakes erupted into flames. Henry
was unharmed as Jason Solwold
took over second. Under green,
Hafertepe again pulled to a com-
fortable advantage. Losing several
car lengths in traffic on Lap 16,
Jason Solwold would filter the
slower traffic to one between him-
self and Hafertepe as the caution
lights came on again on Lap 18 for
the spun No. 44 of Chris Martin.

Diving the low line on the restart,
Solwold was unable to get a run.
Green until Lap 23 for Garen Lin-
der who stopped off the fourth turn,
the restart put Solwold with Joey

Saldana in tow from 10th. Keeping
pace on the restart, it only took a
couple laps for Sam to begin
pulling away as Joey Saldana bat-
tled to hold third from Austen
Wheatley with the position finally
going to the No. 45.

Working into traffic at the white
flag flying, Hafertepe was not to be
denied. Jason Solwold held onto
second with Austen Wheatly, Joey
Saldana, and Colton Heath to
make the top-five.

Charing through the field from
22nd, Matt Covington was the
night's CP-Carrillo Hard Charger
with a run to sixth. Jared Peterson
seventh was trailed by Logan For-
ler who picked up 10 spots over the
30 lap affair. Making the best of a
provisional, Skylar Gee moved
from 24th to ninth with Chase
Goetz crossing in 10th.

Coming up next for the Lucas
Oil American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by Sawblade.com is the
third annual NAPA Grizzly Nation-
als at Gallatin Speedway in Bel-
grade, Mont. on Friday, July 6 and
Saturday, July 7. Both nights open
at 5:00 P.M. with racing at 7:00 P.M.
(MDT) Tickets are on sale by call-
ing (406) 388-9666.

Solwold Triumphs In
Fred Brownfield
Classic Prelim

ELMA, WA - Capturing his fourth
career victory with the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by Sawblade.com, Wash-
ington's Jason Solwold parked the
Northwest Team Excavating/An-
derson Motorsports No. 18 to open
the Fred Brownfield Classic at
Grays Harbor Raceway.

"We had a rough weekend last
weekend, so we're trying to re-
bound a little bit here," stated Sol-
wold.

Battling early in slower traffic
with Henry Van Dam, the pair
traded slide jobs throughout the
seventh lap with Solwold gaining
the edge as Seth Bergman rolled
into the mix as the caution flew for
Wayne Johnson who spun rolling
into the fourth turn.

"I got a little nervous because
we were so good early. I got stuck
behind a lapped car trying to pick
my poison and ended up not being
very good on the bottom, but we
made it through. Tonight, was
about track position. We had good
draws all night, and I didn't draw
that two I can tell you that,"
chucked Solwold of his second ca-
reer Brownfield Classic prelim win.

"I've won on Friday night here,
but I haven't won both nights yet so
hopefully we can pull that off to-
morrow night."

Caution on the restart for Jason
Reed, the return of the green light
saw Solwold steadily pull away
from the No. 33v of Van Dam. Con-
tending with Seth Bergman, the
runner-up spot remained in the
hands of the Enumclaw native until
Lap 15 as the leaders worked into
slower traffic. Diving the bottom of

the third turn, Bergman slid into
second and began running down
Solwold.

Consistently keeping a pair of
lapped cars between himself and
the Corridor Electric No. 23, Seth fi-
nally got a clear shot with just
under four laps to run. Able to pick
up some time on Jason, it was not
enough as Solwold crossed under
the checkered flag with a 1.118-
second advantage.

Seth Bergman's 38th career
podium finish with the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by Sawblade.com, the
driver of the No. 23 has three
straight podium appearances in
just as many nights. Retaining the
National Tour point's lead over Sam
Hafertepe, Jr., the driver of the Hills
Racing No. 15h rolled through the
field from 11th to claim third for his
69th career trip to the podium.

Slipping in traffic back to fourth,
Henry Van Dam held on for the final
transfer into Saturday's A-Feature
event. Finishing one spot shy,
Chase Goetz completed the top-
five. Garen Linder crossed sixth
with Skylar Gee advancing to sev-
enth after starting 15th. Matt Cov-
ington followed from 16th with Kyle
Miller and Travis Rilat from 17th to
complete Friday's top-ten.

J.T. Imperial Tops
ASCS Southwest at
Arizona Speedway
QUEEN CREEK, AZ - Taking on

the ASCS Southwest Region at Ari-
zona Speedway, J.T. Imperial
notched his second career victory
with the Arizona based region on
Saturday night with a run that
started from the sixth row.

Gridding the field 11th, Imperial
worked into the top three on Lap 14
as Jeff Lowery set the pace. Under
pressure from El Paso's Don
Grable for the lead, the No. 148 

(Continued Next Page)

Sam Hafertepe, Jr. raced his way to victory lane in the Fred Brown-

field Classic at Grays Harbor Raceway. (Lisa Dynes photo)
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Jason Solwold celebrates his fourth career win with the LOASCS in

victory lane at Grays Harbor Raceway. (Lisa Dynes photo)



Continued…

shot for low line pass
through the third and
fourth turns on Lap 21.
Missing the groove
and getting loose, Don
ended up going for a
ride after hitting the
front stretch wall.

Moving Imperial to
second, the top run-
ning No. 45 of Lowery
opted to the hub on
the restart. Ripping
the fence in the No.
75x, Imperial made
the race winning pass
on Lap 22. Lowery

would end up second with Josh
Shipley, Billy Chester, and Rick
Ziehl making the top-five.

Jesse Baker, Jarrett Martin, Alex
Pettas, Steve Cushman, and Mark
Clark rounded out the top-ten. Two
Heat Races were contested with
Ron Gilson awarding $100 to the
winners.

The ASCS Southwest Region
rolls again on September 1 and 2
at Show Low Speedway Park in
Show Low, Ariz. as several tracks
across Arizona show down during
the hottest parts of the Summer.
Rick Ziehl and Jeff Lowery picked
up the cash.

Bell Wires Diamond
Park Speedway With

ASCS Mid-South
MURFREESBORO, AR - Wrap-

ping up four nights of racing across
the state of Arkansas, Tennessee's
Brian Bell captured his first ASCS
Mid-South Regional win of the sea-
son at Diamond Park Speedway.

Leading start to finish for Sun-
day's $2,000 prize, Bell brought the
FSR Radiator No. 23b across the
line ahead of Tim Crawley with

Marshall Skinner in third. Placing
fourth was Howard Moore with
Justin Webb in fifth. Ernie
Ainsworth, Joseph Miller, Wally
Henson, Adam Miller, and Robert
Richardson made the top-ten.

The ASCS Mid-South Region
races again at Riverside Interna-
tional Speedway in West Memphis,
Ark. on Saturday, July 21.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up the nearly 150 races
across the ASCS Nation in 2018,
log onto www.ascsracing.com, fol-
low on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Howard Moore
Doubles Up On ASCS
Mid-South Speedweek
Wins at I-30 Speedway

LITTLE ROCK, AR - Making it
two wins in three nights of racing,
Tennessee's Howard Moore led
every lap but the first one at I-30
Speedway; netting him $2,000 and

marking his fourth career victory
with the ASCS Mid-South Region.

Taking the green from the right
of the front row, Moore chased
Zach Pringle around the Arkansas
quarter-mile to start the night's 25
lap affair. Working by the following
lap, Moore ran to the checkered
flag ahead of Tim Crawley who
made his way to second from sixth.

Derek Hagar in tow from seventh
made the night's podium. Zach
Pringle ended up fourth with
Louisiana's Dustin Gates rolling to
fifth from 15th.

Charlie Louden crossed sixth
with Justin Webb seventh. Rick
Pringle, Ernie Aisnworth, and Wally
Henson from 17th came up to fin-
ish 10th.

Derek Hagar Tops
ASCS Mid-South At

The Ridge
PARAGOULD, AR - Taking his

second career trip to Victory Lane
with the ASCS Mid-South Region,
Derek Hagar rolled through the
field from eighth in the series debut

at Crowleys Ridge Raceway.
Hagar's eighth overall career win

in ASCS Regional competition, the
No. 9jr grabbed the victory ahead
of Thursday's winner, Howard
Moore with Marshall Skinner com-
ing from ninth to third.

Earning the Stealth Recover
Hard Charger, North Little Rock's
Jeremy Middleton advanced 11 po-
sitions to fourth with Brad Bowden
coming to fifth from 13th.

Zach Pringle was sixth with
Ernie Ainsworth seventh. Joe
Young from 17th finished eighth
with Carson Short and Travis Sen-
ter completing the top-ten.

Howard Moore Wins
ASCS Mid-South

Speedweek Opener at
Riverside

WEST MEMPHIS, AR - Kicking
off four nights of racing for the
ASCS Mid-South Region across
the state of Arkansas, it was a
driver from Tennessee that got
things going with Howard Moore
earning Thursday's $2,000 top
prize at Riverside International
Speedway.

Taking off from third, Moore
chased the top spot the first 19 rev-
olutions before finally snagging it
away from Brad Bowden for his
third career with the ASCS Mid-
South Region.

Taking second on the closing
lap, Marshall Skinner made the
podium with Tim Crawley coming
from seventh to take the bronze po-
sition.

Derek Hagar from ninth was
fourth with Brad Bowden fading to
fifth. Moving from 11th, Wally Hen-
son crossed sixth with Cody Gard-
ner in tow. The night's Stealth
Recover Hard Charger, Justin
Webb came from 19th to eighth
with Jeremy Middleton and Brian
Bell making up the top-ten.
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Brian Bell captured his first ASCS Mid-South win of the season with

a victory at Diamond Park Speedway. (Larry Chase photo)

Howard Moore celebrates his second win in three nights in victory

lane at I-30 Speedway. Moore also won at Riverside International

Speedway. (Jimmy Jones photo)

Derek Hagar celebrates his second career ASCS Mid-South Region

win in victory lane at Crowleys Ridge Raceway. (Jimmy Jones photo)



JOLIET, IL - Offi-
cially sweeping the
two-day Indiana/Illi-
nois road trip, Clute,
Texas, native Aaron
Reutzel cruised to his
fifth Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1
victory of the 2018
season on Saturday
night, this time scoring
a $5,000 payday dur-
ing a visit to the Dirt
Oval @ Route 66 in

Joliet, Illinois. Reutzel, who was
forced to overcome engine issues
early in the program, took com-
mand for the first time on lap seven
and never looked back, eventually
surviving a few bobbles on a fast,
but tricky curb, ultimately keeping a
hard charging Dave Blaney at bay.

Six-time and defending All Star
champion Chad Kemenah chased
Blaney and Reutzel to the final
checkers, followed by Lemoore,
Californiaʼs Carson Macedo and
Nashvilleʼs Paul McMahan.

“This goes to show what kind of
a team we have,” Aaron Reutzel
said in victory lane with MAVTV
Motorsports Network cameras
rolling. “Hurting a motor earlier
today really threw a wrench in our
plans. Lucky for me, my guys were
able to get that changed pretty
quick. Besides that hiccup, we
never really struggled tonight. We
were able to put ourselves in a key
position in the heat race, followed
up with a solid dash finish, and then
a win.”

Reutzelʼs first, official bid for the
top spot occurred on lap seven, ac-
tually driving around two competi-
tors in one circuit to claim the race
lead. Utilizing the very topside of
the speedway while racing in the
third position, the driver of the
Baughman-Reutzel Motor-
sports/No. 87 entry powered
around Parker Price-Miller at the
exit of turn two to gain the runner-
up spot, just before nailing a perfect
slider on race leader Jac Hauden-
schild at the exit of turn four. The
textbook slider worked perfectly,
maintaining control as the front-run-
ners raced by the flagstand to com-
plete lap seven.

Reutzelʼs campaign at the front
of the field was not all gravy, forced
to withstand four cautions and peri-
ods of heavy traffic. Perhaps
Reutzelʼs biggest challenge was
the topside cushion, nearly biting
the former ASCS national cham-

pion with less than five laps re-
maining. By that time, Dave Blaney,
who had already charged from 21st
to second, was closing-in on the fa-
miliar No. 87. Although strong
around the bottom groove,
Reutzelʼs momentum on top was
stronger, holding on to score his
second All Star victory in as many
days.

“This track really reminds me of
a track we have back home,”
Reutzel continued. “That track is
really hard on left rears, so I knew I
had to keep my left rear under me
and just keep the tires from spin-
ning. Once I got to third right from
the start, I just kinda went into
cruise mode. I was able to get
around Parker [Price-Miller] and
then make a slider work on Jac
[Haudenschild]. That last caution
actually saved me because I think I
had the wing a little too far back.
Iʼm glad to get this done.”

With the month of June officially
in the books, the Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions presented by
Mobil 1 will move ahead and begin
preparations for an action-packed
July agenda, first visiting Sharon
Speedway in Hartford, Ohio, for the
10th Annual Lou Blaney Memorial
on Saturday evening, July 7.

Tony Stewartʼs All Stars visited
Sharon Speedway twice thus far in
2018; once for the inaugural Buck-
eye Cup in early May, followed by
a visit during Ohio Sprint Speed-
week in mid-June. Two different

winners were crowned including
Aaron Reutzel in May, followed by
Christopher Bell during the 36th
edition of Speedweek.

More information pertaining to
Sharon Speedwayʼs 10th Annual
Lou Blaney Memorial will be posted
during the next few days. Those
seeking information regarding re-
served seats and advanced tickets
should visit Sharon Speedway at
www.sharonspeedway.com.

Aaron Reutzel Gets
Fourth All Star Victory
of Season at Plymouth

Speedway
PLYMOUTH, IN - Clute, Texasʼ

Aaron Reutzel made the most of
his pole position on Friday night,
leading all 41 circuits at Plymouth
Speedway in Plymouth, Indiana, to
earn his fourth Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions presented by
Mobil 1 victory of the 2018 season,
solidly on top of the Seriesʼ season
win count. 

The main event, originally
scheduled to go 35 laps in dis-
tance, was adjusted to 41 laps to
honor the late, great Jason John-
son.

“This is a special win for me and
my team. To win a 41-lap race in
honor of Jason Johnson is very
special, and really emotional, ” said
Aaron Reutzel in victory lane, driver
Baughman-Reutzel Motor-
sports/Folkens Brothers Truck-
ing/Fischer Body Shop/No. 87
sprint car. “Iʼve known Jason a long
time. I watched him race a lot in the
area where I am from, and when I

started to build a race team, he
helped me out a lot. My car actually
had a fuel line come off tonight, but
I was too stubborn to stop. I wanted
to win this one.”

Reutzelʼs campaign at the front
of the field was nearly flawless.
After withstanding a trio of cautions
during the first 11 circuits, one of
which resulting in open red flag
conditions due to a lengthy caution
clean up effort, it was smooth sail-
ing for the former ASCS national
champion, ultimately sneaking
away just enough in traffic to keep
anywhere between a half-straight-
away and a full straightaway be-
tween himself and second place
running Jac Haudenschild.

Although escaping unscathed,
Reutzelʼs only close call of the 41-
lap program occurred on lap 29
when the Texan caught a trio of
lapped cars at once, forcing
Reutzel to take evasive action and
split all three competitors. With
clearer lanes ahead, especially his
preferred lane around the topside
of the speedway, Reutzel drove on
to score the $5,000 payday by a
margin of victory equalling 1.34
seconds.

Chasing Reutzel most of the
way, Jac Haudenschild finished
second at Plymouth Speedway,
and although he was able to keep
Reutzel within two seconds at the
final checkers, the “Wild Child” was
never in any position to take the top
spot from Reutzel. Lemoore, Cali-
forniaʼs Carson Macedo finished
third from tenth on the grid, fol-
lowed by Brady Bacon and Chad
Kemenah.
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Summer Slash at Route 66

Aaron Reutzel swept the weekend with the Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of Champions, winning at Ply-

mouth Speedway on Friday night and at the Dirt Oval @ Route 66 on Saturday night. (Paul Arch

photo)



TERRE HAUTE,
IN - After two weeks of
top 5ʼs and near
misses Imperial, Mis-
souri driver Kenny
Wallace scored his
first Summit Racing
Equipment Modified
Nationals win of 2018
Thursday night at
Terre Haute Action
Track (IN). Wallace
took the lead with 3 to

go after a side by side duel with
Ray Bollinger ended with the 77 car
of Bollinger spinning in turn one
while making an attempt to retake
the lead from the 36 of Wallace.

“Iʼm excited man! This is what
itʼs all about. We battled so hard
and I drove so hard. Iʼm telling you
when we hit down there in turn 1 I
thought I was done. I was sideways
and managed to save it last minute.
Ray came over afterward and
brought me a beer. I hate it for him,
but two guys racing for the win is
what itʼs all about,” Wallace re-
marked while meeting with fans fol-
lowing his victory.

“Two guys ready to take each
other out for the win. Thatʼs what its
all about man."

Bollinger ended up 15th after
restarting in the tail following his
run in with Kenny Wallace in turn 1.

“The track was smooth fast and
fun. We would have liked to race till
the last lap. We were running side

by side and it was so much of fun.
I tried to get in under him going into
1 and got into him and popped a
tire. Didnʼt mean to but it was one
of those things. It was no fault of
anyones. It was just racing,” com-
mented a disappointed Bollinger.

“I just want to look forward to to-
morrow and forget about tonight.”

Richie Lex would go on to run

2nd to Kenny Wallace followed by
Brian Shaw. Matt Cooper or
Mckenzie, TN ran 4th with Rusty
Griffaw rounding out the top 5.

Feature Finish: Kenny Wallace,
Richie Lex, Brian Shaw, Matt
Cooper, Rusty Griffaw, Tyler Weiss,
Phil Dixon, Dustin Johnson, Steve
Meyer Jr, Steve Stevenson, Kenny
Carmichael, Brent Hudson, Josh
McDaniel, Darren Krockenberger,
Ray Bollinger, Dave Baldwin, Rick
Parley, Nate Zimmer, Tres Mehler,
RJ Pruitt

The DIRTcar Summer Nationals
and Summit Modified Nationals will

travel to Missouri with a stop at
Federated Auto Parts Speedway at
I-55 for Night 3 of Challenge Week. 

Follow the Summit Racing
Equipment Modified Nationals
on Twitter or Facebook for updates
during and between race seasons.
The Summit Modified Nationals will
be joined by the DIRTcar Summer
Nationals as the Summit Racing
Equipment Modified Nationals runs
parallel to the DIRTcar Summer
Nationals.

Information on the Summer Na-
tionals can be found at www.the-
helltour.com.

BOSWELL, IN -
Thomas Meseraull
picked up his first
Hoosier Tire Midwest
Sprint Car Series win
of the season at the
3/8 mile Daugherty
Speedway Friday
evening. The Wave-
land, IN, based driver
took the lead from
Nick Bilbee on lap 4
and then kept the
Briscoe Racing entry
out front until he

crossed the finish line on the 25th
and final lap. The Maxim Ford pow-
ered machine is sponsored by
Cunningham, Tex-Con, and Ford
Performance.

Bilbee remained in contention
and was the most persistent and

closest challenger for the lead.
Meseraullʼs and Bilbeeʼs cars were
separated by .53 seconds at the
finish. Garrett Aitken laid claim to
third. All three leaders managed to
deal with lapped traffic late in the
race.

Only four cars would finish on
the lead lap. Landon Simon, who
had an 11th place starting spot,
was fourth at the checkers. That
forward drive earned him the
Keizer Aluminum Wheels Hard
Charger of the Race Award.

Series regular Donny Brackett
was fifth. Bracket also won the sec-
ond of two preliminary heat races.
The first heat went to Nick Bilbee.

The remainder of the top ten in
the feature included Kent Schmidt,
who finished sixth, followed by Aric
Gentry, Steve Thomas, Eric Perrott,

and Brandon Mattox. The tenth
place finish was good enough to
move Mattox into the Hoosier Tire
Midwest Sprint Car Series Points
lead. His 14.134 seconds lap was
the fastest for both groups of qual-
ifiers.

Mattox was also second in his
heat race for which points are
awarded. He was running in the top
five during the feature before en-
countering mechanical problems.
The standings have tightened once
again as midseason rolls onto the
race schedule.

Illinois driver
Bobby Logan picked
up the Wilwood Tuff
Brakes Award in fin-
ishing eleventh in the
feature. It was his first
appearance with
MSCS.

In what could have
been billed as a state
line battle, the field of

drivers assembled from Indiana
and Illinois was almost equal in
number. There was just one more
Indiana based driver in competition
than those from the neighboring
state.

The battle was set to continue
the next night with an appearance
at Kickapoo Speedway which is lo-
cated at the Vermilion County Fair-
grounds in Danville, IL. It will be
round two of a weekend series for
drivers at the two tracks promoted
by Michael & Kim Daugherty.
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Thriller at Terre Haute
Action Track

Kenny Wallace scored his first Summit Racing Equipment Modified Nationals win of 2018 Thursday

night at Terre Haute Action Track after taking the lead with three to go. (Paul Arch photo)



Atlanta Motor

Speedway

HAMPTON, GA -
Atlanta Motor Speed-
way will celebrate  the
Fourth of July with a
special Independence
Day edition of the ever
popular street drag
racing series The
OʼReilly Auto Parts Fri-
day Night Drags with
its biggest, most patri-
otic night of the sum-
mer on Wednesday,
July 4. The Papa
Johnʼs Pizza Fire-
works Extravaganza
will feature one of

south metro Atlantaʼs largest fire-
works displays of the holiday, cou-
pled with Week 8 action on the pit
lane drag strip.

The affordable, family-friendly
Papa Johnʼs Pizza Fireworks Ex-
travaganza will feature a $250 cash
giveaway to one lucky fan, a 50/50
raffle benefitting Speedway Chil-
drenʼs Charities, concessions, liba-
tions, and best of all, a dazzling
display of fireworks leading into
some of the fastest, most popular
street-style drag racing in the
South.

Tickets are only $10, with kids 5
and under free, and include admis-
sion for both the fireworks show
and all the drag racing action.
While grandstand seating offers the
best view of the fireworks display,
an admission ticket also affords ac-
cess to the infield, where fans can
get a close-up view of all the high-
speed, engine-revving action along
the pit lane fence. 

For just $20 per vehicle, fans
can celebrate the Fourth of July
with a parade-like cruise in their
own vehicle on the historic Atlanta
Motor Speedway racing surface.
Show-N-Shine car show partici-
pants will have their vehicle judged
in one of seven categories before
rolling out onto the 1.54-mile oval in
what is projected to be one of the
largest speedway cruise in the his-
tory of the OʼReilly Auto Parts Fri-
day Night Drags.

Track photographers will take
professional photos of each vehicle
participating in the Show-N-Shine
speedway cruise, and full-color
high-definition prints will be avail-
able to purchase through
vizionz.boydnetonline.com. 

The summer drag racing series
will not run on its usual Friday night
slot this week, instead opting to
race on Wednesday as part of the
July 4th holiday festivities. Gates
for both spectators and Show-N-
Shine participants open at 6:30

p.m., and the speedway cruise gets
underway at 8 p.m. Fireworks will
launch at dark and just after drag
racing eliminations begin. Exterior
parking is free for all fans.

Following the fireworks, elimina-
tions in OʼReilly Auto Parts Friday
Night Drags Week 8 get underway,
as some of the fastest racing in
Georgia across 18 different divi-
sions hits the pit lane drag strip in a
high-octane battle for a trophy,
bragging rights and season cham-
pionship points. Competing vehi-
cles range from supercharged cars
to stock vehicles, daily drivers and
even motorcycles and ATVs.

Drag racing is open to any driver
and nearly any vehicle. Entry fees
are just $20, and drivers are re-
quired to have a working seat belt
and a DOT-approved helmet to
race. 

For more information, contact
the Atlanta Motor Speedway ticket
office at (770) 946-4211, (877) 9-
AMS-TIX or visit www.atlantamo-
torspeedway.com.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Day-
tona International Speedway,
NASCAR and Coca-Cola are join-
ing forces to provide a cool desti-
nation for all military members
(active duty, reservist/guard, vet-
eran/retiree or military spouse/de-
pendent) to enjoy some R&R
during the upcoming Coke Zero
Sugar 400 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race on July
7 at the “World Center of Racing.”

All military members and their
families will have access to a pair
of Midway suites within the facility
where they can take a break from
the busy day of activities at Day-
tona International Speedway to
cool off and enjoy complimentary
Coca-Cola products and snacks.
The suites will be accessible from
3:30 p.m. through the end of Stage
1 of the Coke Zero Sugar 400.
Throughout the day, a number of
special guests will visit the suite
and participate in question-and-
answer sessions including Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series driver
and 2008 DAYTONA 500 champion
Ryan Newman at 4:40 p.m.

All members of the military and
their families who have purchased
a race ticket can access the Mid-
way suites by showing their military
ID. 

In addition to the Military Appre-
ciation Suite, Daytona International
Speedway offers a wide-range of
exclusive ticket offers for the Coke
Zero Sugar 400 to active duty, re-
servist/guard, veteran/retiree or
military spouse/dependent. The

military offers, which provide a 14
percent savings on Coke Zero
Sugar 400 tickets and a 39 percent
savings on UNOH Fanzone/Pre-
Race access, can be found at
www.daytonainternationalspeed-
way.com/militaryoffer 

The Coke Zero Sugar 400 is the
final race of NASCAR Salutes Re-
freshed by Coca-Cola – a seven-
week program where the industry
expresses respect and gratitude for
those who served and continue to
defend the United States. The pro-
gram features special patriotic paint
schemes for most race teams and
other activities across the industry.
Daytona International Speedway
will complement this program by
honoring three Medal of Honor re-
cipients who will participate in
events throughout the weekend for
the 10th straight year.

Tickets for Coke Zero Sugar 400
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race on Saturday night, July 7,
the Coca-Cola Firecracker 250
NASCAR Xfinity Series race on Fri-
day night, July 6 and all Daytona
International Speedway events can
be purchased online at www.day-
tonainternationalspeedway.com or
by calling 1-800-PITSHOP. Fans
can stay connected with Daytona
International Speedway on Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest,
YouTube and Snapchat, and by
downloading Daytona International
Speedwayʼs mobile app, for the lat-
est Speedway news.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Raceway will host their second an-
nual Fan Fest from 6:00 to 9:00
p.m. ET on Friday, July 27. This
yearʼs event is free for anyone who
has a 2018 Gander Outdoors 400
race weekend ticket and for kids,
ages 12 and under. 

The event, taking place inside
ʻThe Tricky Triangleʼ at the Infield
Block Party stage, will feature eight
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries (MENCS) drivers.

• Alex Bowman – No. 88 Hen-
drick Motorsports driver

• Chris Buescher – No. 37 JTG
Daugherty Racing driver

• Ty Dillon – No. 13 Germain
Racing driver

• Chase Elliott – No. 9 Hendrick
Motorsports driver

• Gray Gaulding –No. 23 BK
Racing driver

• Denny Hamlin – No. 11 Joe
Gibbs Racing driver

• Joey Logano – No. 22 Team
Penske driver

• Ricky Stenhouse Jr. – No.17
Roush Fenway Racing driver

Admission to this event is free

for all 2018 Gander Outdoors 400
race weekend ticket holders. This
includes Friday Grandstand ticket
holders, Saturday Grandstand
ticket holders, Sunday Grandstand
ticket holders and race weekend
Camping/RV ticket holders. Chil-
dren, ages 12 and under, will re-
ceive free admission to Fan Fest
with accompaniment of an adult.
Fans should have their tickets with
them to receive free access to Fan
Fest. For fans that do not have tick-
ets, the at-gate cost for Fan Fest
will be $10, per car load. 

A complimentary grandstand
shuttle will be provided for those
who have purchased Friday tickets
with a pick-up/drop-off location at
Gate 11. All other guests are asked
to enter through the Gate 1 Tunnel,
located off Long Pond Road, for ac-
cess to the Fan Fest beginning at
5:00 p.m. ET.

Specific driver pairings and pro-
gram events will be announced in
the coming weeks. Announce-
ments will be made by way of
Pocono Racewayʼs official Twitter
and Facebook accounts. Fans are
encouraged to follow #PoconoFan-
Fest on social media and to visit
www.poconoraceway.com/fanfest
for updates and additional informa-
tion. 

The Gander Outdoors 400 race
weekend, taking place July 27-29,
will include three, action-packed
days of racing. The NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
(NCWTS) and ARCA Racing Se-
ries presented by Menards (ARCA)
will be on track on Friday, including
the ModSpace 150 ARCA race,
prior to Fan Fest. Saturdayʼs
schedule will include two MENCS
practices, NCWTS series qualify-
ing, the Gander Outdoors 150
NCWTS race and MENCS qualify-
ing. The Gander Outdoors 400
MENCS race is scheduled to start
at 2:30 p.m. ET on Sunday. 

For race weekend event details
and ticket information, please visit
www.poconoraceway.com or call 1-
800-RACEWAY (1-800-722-3929).

Indianapolis Motor Speedway
INDIANAPOLIS, IN - The Indi-

anapolis Motor Speedway will add
to its luster as the Racing Capital of
the World with the construction of a
quarter-mile dirt track inside its fa-
mous oval, hosting a United States
Auto Club Midget National Cham-
pionship event during Big Machine
Vodka 400 at the Brickyard Pow-
ered by Florida Georgia Line race
week in early September.

Race week for the Big Machine
Vodka 400 at the Brickyard

(Continued Next Page)
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powered by Florida
Georgia Line will fea-
ture an even wider va-
riety of thrilling action
with the USAC P1 In-
surance Midget Na-
tional Championship
competing in a two-
night spectacular
event, the
Dr iven2SaveLives
BC39, on Wednesday,
Sept. 5 and Thursday,
Sept. 6. The event
honors late USAC
champion and three-
time Indianapolis 500

starter Bryan Clauson and in-
creases awareness of Indiana
Donor Network and Driven2Save-
Lives.

The Driven2SaveLives BC39
will include a unique format ending
with a 39-lap feature Sept. 6 in the
richest Midget racing event in re-
cent history. The event will feature
more than $70,000 in purse and in-
centives, including a $15,000 win-
ner's purse - the largest in Midget
racing.

Dirt and asphalt racers from
around the country have expressed
interest in the event, with a large
and diverse field - including
NASCAR Cup Series drivers - ex-
pected to compete.

"This is an exciting new chapter
of the longtime relationship be-
tween USAC and the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway and reinforces
the connection between short-track
racing and this facility," IMS Presi-
dent J. Douglas Boles said. "The
Speedway truly is The Greatest
Race Course in the World, and
adding a dirt track will create even
more opportunities for fans to enjoy
the magic of IMS. We can't wait to
see some of the best drivers and
teams in America compete here
during Brickyard race week."

Construction of The Dirt Track at
IMS, located inside Turn 3 of the
oval, started last week with the first
loads of Indiana clay arriving for
grading. Concrete walls and safety
fencing will be constructed during
the summer, and portable lights will
illuminate the track.

Reece O'Connor of Kokomo (In-
diana) Speedway is overseeing the
track design and layout and super-
vising the construction. Allegiant In-
ternational, a multinational advisory
and consultancy firm based in Indi-
anapolis, is facilitating the project.

The United States Auto Club
and IMS were synonymous for
many years after the sanctioning
body was formed in 1956 by IMS

owner Tony Hulman. USAC was
the sanctioning body for the Indi-
anapolis 500 from 1956 through
1997.

"Over the years, the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway has played such
a critical part not only in the forma-
tion but also the successful growth
of the United States Auto Club,"
USAC President/CEO Kevin Miller
said. "Our roots originated at IMS,
and our passion continues to reside
here. To have USAC return to host-
ing a race at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway is a historic and exciting
new chapter for our Midget series.
We are beyond thrilled for both our
competitors and fans to add this
race to our 2018 calendar."

Ticket prices will range from
$35-50 and go on sale in mid-July.
Camping also will be available.
Visit www.ims.com/bc39 for more
information about this event and to
learn when tickets become avail-
able.

Indiana Donor Network, which
oversees and coordinates organ,
tissue and eye donation across the
state, launched Driven2SaveLives
in April 2016 with Verizon IndyCar
Series driver Stefan Wilson to pro-
mote donation and transplantation
awareness around the 100th Run-
ning of the Indianapolis 500. At the
time, the campaign honored Ste-
fan's late brother, IndyCar race win-
ner Justin Wilson, who died in
August 2015 from injuries he sus-
tained in a race crash and saved
five lives as an organ donor.

Three-time USAC Midget and
two-time USAC Sprint Car national
champion Clauson, a versatile and
beloved driver, died in August 2016
following a race accident. As a reg-
istered donor, he went on to save
five lives as an organ donor and
continues to heal the lives of count-
less others as a tissue donor. In
January 2017, Indiana Donor Net-
work partnered with Clauson-Mar-
shall Racing and expanded
Driven2SaveLives into dirt track
racing in honor of Clauson.

New Hampshire
Motor Speedway

LOUDON, NH - Fridays and
pizza are a natural fit, and now Fri-
day, July 20 has been named Cape
Cod Café Pizza Pole Day during
NASCAR weekend at New Hamp-
shire Motor Speedway.

“We love building relationships
with local companies, so weʼre
thrilled to add Cape Cod Café
Pizza to our list of partners,” said
David McGrath, executive vice
president and general manager of
New Hampshire Motor Speedway.
“Theyʼve been around for a long

time, delivering quality pizza to
New Englanders, and now fans can
enjoy Cape Cod Café Pizza during
the Foxwoods Resort Casino 301.”

Cape Cod Café Pizza has been
in the Jamoulis family since 1947
when E. James Jamoulis pur-
chased the Cape Cod Café and for-
mulated a pizza recipe, working
day and night to build up the busi-
ness, alternating between the bar
and the kitchen. In the late ʻ70s,
son Jim and his wife Lynne
Jamoulis took over the business
and made Cape Cod Café what it
is today. Now, Jim and Lynneʼs
sons, Jonathan and Jeremy
Jamoulis, carry on that tradition.
Through hard work and the mental-
ity of never cutting corners, the
Cape Cod Café has consistently
managed to keep the pizza tasting
the same as it did in 1950. Cape
Cod Café Pizza has locations in
Bridgewater, Brockton, Raynham,
Easton and Halifax, Mass.

“We are excited to sponsor the
Pole Day as we continue to expand
and grow our line of frozen pizzas
throughout the region,” said Je-
remy Jamoulis, owner of Cape Cod
Café Pizza. “Weʼll be at the speed-
way for the whole weekend, so
come by for a slice, and then make
sure you look for Cape Cod Café
Pizza in your grocerʼs freezer on
the way home.”

Fans can purchase Cape Cod
Café Pizza in their concession
stand under Section L of the Main
Grandstands  by Stairs 8 and at the
Smoke Shack BBQ restaurant in
the infield.

The Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series Pole Day will set the
table for a weekend full of racing.
As has been the case in recent
years, the qualifying will again run
as a three-stage elimination format.
The day will also include the
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour All
Star Shootout, which is a 30-minute
timed event. One $10 adult general
admission ticket will provide access
for the entire day, and kids 12 and
under get in for free.

Get the full race weekend
schedule at www.nhms.com
/ e v e n t s / n e w - h a m p s h i r e -
301/schedule/ 

For ticket information on all 2018
events at New Hampshire Motor
Speedway, including the July 20-22
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race weekend and the Sep-
tember 21-22 Full
Throttle Fall Week-
end, please stop by
the ticket office, visit t
www.NHMS.com, or
call Fan Relations at
(603) 783-4931.

Daytona Intʼ Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Rut-

ledge Wood, NASCAR on NBCʼs
features reporter, will be joined by
NBC analyst Dale Earnhardt Jr.,
two-time DAYTONA 500 champion,
to host NASCAR America – Fan
Friday on Friday, July 6 at 6 p.m.
ET in the UNOH Fanzone Main
Stage at Daytona International
Speedway, a special fan-focused
event that will also be broadcast on
NBCSN.

Drivers scheduled to appear on
next Fridayʼs hour-long show are
2016 DAYTONA 500 champion
Denny Hamlin, 2018 DAYTONA
500 champion Austin Dillon, de-
fending Coke Zero Sugar 400
champion Ricky Stenhouse Jr. and
Bubba Wallace.  

NBCSN will host NASCAR
America – Fan Friday events at se-
lect tracks throughout the 2018
season and chat with both current
and past NASCAR drivers in a fun
and casual format about the on-
track action, news and pop culture. 

Tickets for Fridayʼs Coca-Cola
Firecracker 250 NASCAR Xfinity
Series race start at $40 and Pre-
Race/UNOH Fanzone admission is
$30. Kids 12 and under are free in
general admission seats and in the
UNOH Fanzone. 

The UNOH Fanzone is a sprawl-
ing entertainment space for race
fans located in the heart of the
“World Center of Racing.” Also on
the schedule for Friday in the
UNOH Fanzone will be the
NASCAR Xfinity Series driver auto-
graph session from 4:30-5:15 p.m. 

Earnhardt, who retired from full-
time competition at the end of
2017, is beginning his first season
in the television booth serving as
an analyst for NBC Sports. He
owns 17 wins at Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway, tied for third on
the all-time list. 

Tickets for the Coke Zero Sugar
400 Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series race on Saturday night, July
7, the Coca-Cola Firecracker 250
NASCAR Xfinity Series race on Fri-
day night, July 6 and all Daytona
International Speedway events can
be purchased online at www.day-
tonainternationalspeedway.com or
by calling 1-800-PITSHOP. Fans
can stay connected with Daytona
International Speedway on Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest,
YouTube and Snapchat.
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Volunteer

Speedway
BULLS GAP, TN -

Thereʼs an old saying
when the weather is
warm in summer about
it being “Hotter than
the Fourth of July.” 

Well, letʼs see
what the middle of
next week produces
on Independence Day
because the final day
of June in East Ten-
nessee saw the Na-
tional Weather Service
document tempera-
tures in the mid-90s,

with the heat index making it feel a
little over 100 degrees. But
nonetheless a good crowd gath-
ered Saturday night at Volunteer
Speedway for an exciting five divi-
sion racing program, and they were
treated to great action on the high
banks.

Jensen Ford of Jonesborough
captured the Crate Late Model vic-
tory, while Kip Sawyer of Knoxville
recorded the Sportsman Late
Model win.

Chris Rickett and Shannon
Emery, both of Morristown, visited
victory lane in Modified Street twin
action, while Lee Merritt of
Knoxville recorded the Classic win,
with Rex Coffey of Morristown tak-
ing the 602 Street victory.

First up for the Crate Late Model
division was a six-lap, $200-to-win
Dash For Cash among the top six
qualifiers. Rusty Ballenger
recorded the win over Jensen Ford,
Tim Byrd, Tyler Smith, Andy Ogle
and Trevor Sise.

Smith and Byrd brought the 19-
car field to the green flag from the
front row, but completing the open-
ing lap Ford led Smith, Byrd, Ogle
and Sise back around at the start-
finish line. Caution waved on lap 3
for an incident involving Josh
Henry, Bobby Mays, Chris Chan-
dler and others between turns three
and four, and while the action was
slowed fast qualifier Smith pulled
into the turn four pit opening.

Off the ensuing double-file
restart Ford powered back out
ahead over Byrd, Ogle, Sise and
Ballenger. Sise passed Ogle for
third racing off the second corner
on lap 5. Good racing just outside
the top five involved Jason
Welshan, Gary Crittenden, Adam
Tolliver, Josh Fields and Pierce Mc-
Carter.

With the race running clean-and-
green, Byrd stayed right with Ford
up front hoping the leader might
make a mistake opening the door

to allow him to make pass. But
Ford never missed a beat and went
on to capture his second win on the
season over Byrd, Ballenger,
Welshan and Sise. 

Kip Sawyer jumped out into the
lead at start of the Sportsman Late
Model feature over Zach Sise, Jed
Emert, Brad Seagle and James
Parrott. The first of what would be
two cautions involving Clay Cogh-
lan waved on lap 8 for a spin be-
tween turns one and two. 

With Coghlan restarting from
rear of the field, back up to speed
things quickly went from bad to
worse for him, as his car violently
slammed the big truck tire at the
turn one pit entrance after he and
Joe Bray got together. The red flag
waved for emergency personnel to
check on Coghlan, who thankfully
was OK - but same couldnʼt be said
for a badly damaged race car.

When racing resumed Sawyer
led Sise and Emert, but just four
circuits back under green second-
running Sise suddenly slowed on
the front straightaway and dropped
out of the race. With Sawyer show-
ing the way out front, Emert put up
a valiant effort in trying to overtake
Sawyer. But Sawyer held on to
capture the victory over Emert,
Seagle, Miler and Brad Dyer.

Two-time defending Modified
Street champion Chris Rickett had
been tied-up with work obligations
this season and hadnʼt raced, but
the results on the track were the
same for Rickett as he outran long-
time rival Gary Blanken to get the
victory in the first twin feature. Fin-
ishing third through fifth, respec-
tively, were Wayne Rader, Brad
Davis and Shannon Emery.

The top eight finishers from the
first race were inverted for the sec-
ond 20-lap feature, putting Lance
Creasman and Robbie Buchanan
on the front row. Buchanan

grabbed the lead at the start over
Creasman and Emery. Behind the
front-running trio the action was
heated between Davis, Rader,
Rickett and Blanken. Also quickly
on the move up through the field
was David Clark, as he worked his
way past Tracy Wolfe, McKenlee
Hall and Bubba Long.

Davis passed Creasman to
move into the third spot on lap 5
and closed right to the rear bumper
of Emery. Buchanan, Emery and
Davis battled two- and at times
three-wide for real estate around
the high banks. Emery got around
Buchanan for the lead on lap 10,
opening the door for Davis to slide
in behind him and drop Buchanan
to third. Caution waved on lap 11
when Rickett and Blanken wrecked
between turns three and four. Rick-
ett was towed into the pits ending
his race, while Blanken restarted
from rear of the field.

Over the final eight laps the rac-
ing up front between Emery, Davis,
Rader and Clark was good. But a
tough break for Davis as he spun
between turns three and four on lap
18 to bring the caution out.  Emery
would not be denied a long-awaited
return to victory lane as he won
over Rader, Clark, Blanken and
Buchanan. 

Lee Merritt and John Stevens
swapped the lead back and forth a
couple of times over the first 5 laps
of the Classic feature, with Will
Carey right in the hunt looking to
capitalize should Merritt and
Stevens tangle. But once out front
Merritt never looked back en route
to capturing his division-leading
seventh win on the season over
Stevens, Carey, Josh Chesney and
Eli Keck.

Rex Coffey made his first start in
the 602 Street one to remember as
he cruised to victory over Brandon
Johnson, Josh Driskill, Daniel

Reese and Shawn Henry.
South Boston Speedway

SOUTH BOSTON, VA - Peyton
Sellers scored his second win of
the season at South Boston
Speedway Saturday night and did
it in a stirring fashion in the track's
biggest NASCAR Late Model Stock
Car race of the season.

The Danville, Virginia resident
fended off Philip Morris in a 17-lap
sprint to the finish that followed the
last of the race's seven caution pe-
riods to win the Thunder Road
Harley-Davidson NASCAR Late
Model 200.

Sellers' win was worth a total of
$8,000. He picked up $6,500 for
winning the race, scored a $1,000
prize from Sparks Oil Company for
winning the pole and earned an-
other $500 prize from Sparks Oil
Company for leading the most laps.

Saturday night's win was the
second of the season for Sellers at
the .4-mile oval. It was the first win
for Sellers in South Boston Speed-
way's premier mid-summer classic
that serves as the first leg of the
Virginia Late Model Triple Crown.
The Hampton Heat at Langley
Speedway later this month and the
ValleyStar Credit Union 300 at Mar-
tinsville Speedway in late Septem-
ber comprise the other two legs.
The driver with the best average
finish in the three races earns a
$10,000 prize at the conclusion of
the race at Martinsville Speedway.

Morris, who entered the race
having won six of the season's first
eight races at South Boston Speed-
way, finished second .064-second
or about two car lengths behind
Sellers. Tyler Hughes of Cordova,
Md. Finished third, just over a sec-
ond behind Sellers, with one-time
South Boston Speedway winner
Brandon Pierce of Oak Ridge,
North Carolina and Bobby McCarty
of Summerfield, North Carolina
rounding out the top five finishers.

C.E. Falk, Woody Howard of
Chesapeake, Virginia, Justin Car-
roll, Mike Looney of Catawba, Vir-
ginia and Tim Phipps of Tracy's
Landing, Maryland rounded out the
top ten finishers in the 35-car field.

Sellers led four times for a total
of 129 laps in the race that saw the
lead swap hands 10 times among
six different drivers. Morris led
twice for a total of 25 laps. Eight of
the lead changes occurred in the
first half of the race.

Sellers caught two big breaks
during the race, the first coming
when he pitted on lap 53 during a
caution period to have his team
change a flat right rear tire. He

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Jensen Ford of Jonesborough, Tenn., captured his second Crate

Late Model win of the season Saturday at Volunteer Speedway.

(CHAD WELLS photo)
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raced his way back to
sixth place by the mid-
race break and
restarted the race from
fourth place after Mor-
ris, the halfway leader,
drew a nine for the in-
verted restart, mean-
ing the top nine drivers
at the halfway break
would be inverted for
the start of the second
half of the race.

He needed only
three laps after the
restart of the race to
take the top spot.

Once in front, Sellers never relin-
quished the lead, fending off chal-
lenges from Hughes and Morris to
secure the win.

DANA WINS 75-LAP LIMITED
SPORTSMAN DIVISION RACE:
Jessica Dana, who wowed South
Boston Speedway fans by winning
a Limited Sportsman Division race
at South Boston Speedway on
June 16, did it again Saturday
night, this time, winning South
Boston Speedway's longest and
richest Limited Sportsman Division
race of the season.

Dana, of Mooresville, North Car-
olina, muscled her way past Trey
Crews of Halifax, Virginia on the
47th lap and edged Crews by .825-
second to win Saturday night's 75-
lap race. With the win, Dana
became the first female driver to
win the track's biggest Limited
Sportsman Division race of the
season.

Karl Budzevski of Montvale, Vir-
ginia, Jacob Borst and Daniel Moss
of Danville, Virginia rounded out
the top five finishers in the 12-car
field.

AUTRY TAKES PURE STOCK
DIVISION WIN: Greg Autry of
South Boston, Virginia grabbed the
lead on the opening lap and sped
to victory Saturday night in the 40-
lap Budweiser Pure Stock Division
race.

Saturday night marked the third
time that the two-time former South
Boston Speedway Budweiser Pure
Stock Division champion has won
the division's longest and richest
race of the season at South Boston
Speedway.

Jarrett Milam of Keeling, Virginia
finished second 1.195-second be-
hind Autry with Jordan Pickrel of
Keeling, Virginia, Kenny Mills of
Alton, Virginia and division points
leader Daniel Shelton of Hurt, Vir-
ginia rounding out the top five fin-
ishers.

JARRELL WINS IN HORNETS

DIVISION: Cameron Jarrell of
Amelia, Virginia made it a perfect
three-for three Saturday night, win-
ning the 20-lap race for the Bud-
weiser Hornets Division.

The win in the season's biggest
race for the division's competitors
gives him wins in all three of the
races run in the division to date this
season.

Defending division champion
Tyler Crute of Alton, Virginia fin-
ished second with Kevin Currin of
Chase City, Virginia, Kenny Daniel
of Sutherlin, Virginia and Joey Clay
of Halifax, Virginia rounded out the
top five finishers.

Jarrell led twice for a total of 16
laps in the race that saw t he lead
change hands four times among
four drivers.

NEXT RACE AT SOUTH
BOSTON SPEEDWAY: NASCAR
racing action returns to South
Boston Speedway on Saturday,
July 14 with the running of the
Southern Virginia Higher Education
Center NASCAR Late Model Twin
75s racing program.

Twin 75-lap races for the
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries Late Model Stock Car Division
competitors will headline the six-
race card that starts at 7 p.m. The
nightʼs action will also include twin
25-lap races for the Limited Sports-
man Division, a 30-lap race for the
Budweiser Pure Stock Division and
a 15-lap race for the Hornets Divi-
sion.

Registration and pit gates open
at 2 p.m., practice runs from 4 p.m.
until 5 p.m. Grandstand gates will
open at 5:30 p.m. and qualifying
starts at 6 p.m. The first race gets
the green flag at 7 p.m.

Admission is $10 for adults. Kids
ages 12 and under are admitted
free when accompanied by a pay-
ing adult. 

For additional information about
the Southern Virginia Higher Edu-
cation Center NASCAR Late Model
Twin 75s racing program or any
other events at South Boston
Speedway, please visit the speed-
wayʼs website at www.south-
bostonspeedway.com or telephone
the speedway at 434-572-4947 or
1-877-440-1540.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - There are

milestone dates in peopleʼs lives,
and Hayden Woods of Piney Flats
will never forget the date of June
30, 2018. Making just his fourth
start of the season, the 22-year-old
Woods wrote his name in the
Kingsport Speedway record book
Friday night as he captured his
first-ever NASCAR Whelen All-

American Series Late Model Stock
Car feature win, his first-ever vic-
tory in a stock car. 

Woods was fastest in Late
Model Stock Car qualifying at
15.062 seconds, but following roll
of the dice the top four from time tri-
als were inverted. Joey Trent and
Zeke Shell started from the front
row, with Kres VanDyke and
Woods in row two.

Shell jumped out to the lead at
the start of the 60-lap feature over
Trent, Woods, VanDyke and Rob-
bie Ferguson. Woods passed Trent
for second on lap 5 racing off the
fourth turn, which in turn opened
the door for VanDyke to slide past
Trent and take the third spot. With
Wayne Hale and Trey Bayne racing
side-by-side for sixth, on lap 21
contact between turns one and two
saw Bayne spin to bring out the
eventʼs first caution.

Itʼs said in racing that cautions
breed cautions, and on a full-moon
night in the Model City it turned out
to be a case of yellow fever.

On the ensuing double-file
restart, Shell and Woods brought
the field back up to speed from the
front row, with VanDyke and Trent
behind them in the second row.
Coming up through the gears Trent
appeared to miss a shift, which in
turn created chaos jamming cars
up on the front straightaway result-
ing in body damage to Dillon
Hodge, Derek Lane and Bryson
Dennis, with Allen Hawkins spin-
ning in turn one to quickly bring the
caution back out.

Back under green Shell was
leading Woods, VanDyke and Fer-
guson, while a good three-car bat-
tle behind them involved Trent,

Dennis and Bayne. Racing down
the front straightaway into the first
turn on lap 30, Trent and Dennis
spun to produce a caution.

Only one lap back up to speed,
with Shell once again leading
Woods and VanDyke, between
turns one and two VanDyke looked
to the inside of Woods trying to take
the position and contact sent
Woods spinning to bring the cau-
tion out. Woods was forced to
restart at rear of the field, while
VanDyke was also relegated to the
back for getting into Woods.

When racing resumed Shell was
showing the way out front over Fer-
guson, Bayne, Trey Lane and
Hodge. Between laps 31-40, there
were two additional cautions for
spins by Trey Lane and Kyle Lock-
row. 

Following the lap 31 incident be-
tween Woods and VanDyke, both
drivers were working their way
back to the front, and the cautions
brought out by Trey Lane and Lock-
row aided them in advancing for-
ward. Woods made a bold move
going three-wide with Bayne and
Trent on lap 36 between turns one
and two as he moved into third in
the running order behind Shell and
Ferguson.

Woods began working on Fer-
guson for second and barely held
the advantage at the start-finish
line the lap before Lockrow spun on
lap 40, thus giving him the position
through scoring. Off the restart
Shell and Woods raced each other
hard, but clean side-by-side for two
laps before Shell moved ahead.
The final caution waved on lap 44
when Hodge slowed to a stop high
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Hayden Woods captured his first-ever NASCAR Whelen All-Ameri-

can Series Late Model Stock Car feature win Friday night at

Kingsport Speedway. Here he celebrates in victory lane with his fa-

ther Tommy, mom Tammy and sister Haylee. (RANDALL PERRY

photo)
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between turns three
and four.

With Shell and
Woods on the front
row for the double-file
restart, back under
green and racing into
the first turn Woods
got the advantage.
Racing up off (turn)
two, Woods powered
into a lead he would
not relinquish. 

Woods went on to
capture the victory
over Shell, VanDyke,
Ferguson and Bayne.

Completing the top 10 finishers
were Trent, Dennis, Hale, Derek
Lane and Lockrow. 

Royce Peters of Kingsport, de-
fending Modified Street track
champion, grabbed the lead from
Rusty Clendenin on lap 5 and re-
mained out front to the finish in
capturing his third win of the sea-
son. Clendenin and Kevin Wolfe
got together on lap 23 between
turns three and four while battling
for second place and wrecked,
ending the race for Clendenin.  Pe-
ters captured his third win of the
season over 15-year-old Chase
Dixon (who earned his third fast-
time award in qualifying at 16.023
seconds), Alex Miller, Joey Sykes
and Wolfe.

Bruce Crumbley of Kingsport
grabbed lead at start of the Pure 4
feature over Brandon Sutherland
and William Hale. But Keith Helton
was up-on-the-wheel racing his
way to the front after starting from
back of the field. The trio ran nose-
to-tail over the final 5 laps, with
Crumbley holding on to capture his
third win on the season over
Sutherland, Helton, Hale and Craig
Phelps.

Brad Ball and Kevin Canter of
Abingdon, Va., got together on lap
18 racing off the fourth turn while
battling for the lead in the Mod 4
feature and spun coming to a stop
against the inside wall along the
front straightaway to bring out the
caution. Both were forced to restart
at rear of the field, but each quickly
worked their way back toward the
front with Canter coming on strong
to record his seventh win of the
season. Canter was chased to the
checkered flag by his 74-year-old
grandfather Hershell Robinette, fol-
lowed by Billy Duty, Ball and Zack
Fritz.

Joey Sykes of Dante, Virginia,
captured his fourth Pure Street fea-
ture win by outrunning Rob Austin,
Dave Strong, Jay Swecker and

Kevin Darnell.
Jeremy Mullins of Clintwood,

Va., captured his second Vintage
win on the season over William
Jones, Tim Austin and Calvin Crab-
tree.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - Liberalʼs

Koby Walters raced to his first Pre-
cise Racing Products DCRP Sprint
Car win of the season by topping
Saturday nightʼs 20-lap feature that
capped off Dodge City Raceway
Parkʼs Mid-Season Championships
atop the 3/8-mile clay oval.

While Walters became the sixth
different winner of the season in as
many DCRP Sprint Car events,
other Mid-Season Championship
event winners included Clay Sell-
ard in IMCA Modifieds, Clay Sellard
in IMCA Sport Modifieds, Angel
Munoz in IMCA Stock Cars and
Tathan Burkhart in IMCA Hobby
Stocks.

In the 20-lap Precise Racing
Products DCRP Sprint Car feature,
Walters took command on the
eighth round en route to his first
Dodge City Raceway Park since
April of 2016.

“Weʼve been working on this car
a lot and we finally got it dialed in
pretty well,” Walters said of the
Walters Irrigation No. 33 entry.

While Walters gridded the fea-
ture fourth, Ray Seemann outdu-
eled pole starter Steven
Richardson for the point on the
opening lap and paced the initial
seven rounds until Walters raced
by for the lead on the eighth circuit.

Walters had the field covered
the rest of the way with Seemann
fending off Richardson for runner-
up honors.  Richardson filled out
the podium in third with Zach Blur-
ton and Jordan Knight rounding out
the top five.

The IMCA Modifieds offered up
another first-time winner on the
season with Bucklinʼs Clay Sellard
surviving a late charge from Bren-
don Gemmill to become the fourth
different winner of the season in as
many events.

Sellard needed just seven laps
to rally from the tenth position and
around Jessie Hoskins for the lead
in the 20-lap main event.  He
slipped away for a while, but Gem-
mill was on the charge after being
collected in an opening-lap skir-
mish.

Gemmill climbed back into sec-
ond by the 12th round and was
within striking distance over the
final circuits.  A lapped car as the
white flag flew worked to Sellardʼs
advantage with Gemmill settling for
runner-up honors.  Hoskins

crossed the stripe third with Mike
Petersilie and Troy Gemmill round-
ing out the top five.

Cordell, Oklahomaʼs Robert El-
liott raced to his second IMCA
Sport Modified win of the season at
DCRP after taking the lead away
from Garrett Donley on the sixth
round and then leading the rest of
the way in the 20-lapper.

With Elliott leading the way,
Brandon Kenney battled past Jeff
Kaup by the time a caution flew
after 12 rounds.  Kenney briefly
pressed Elliott for the point before
Elliott slipped away in the No. 09 to
secure the win.  Kenney settled for
second with Kaup, Dakota Sproul
and Freddy McCoy rounding out
the top five.

Lamar, Coloradoʼs Angel Munoz
became the first three-time winner
of the season at Dodge City Race-
way Park by fending off Troy
Burkhart to take top honors in the
15-lap IMCA Stock Car feature.

Munoz gridded the feature ninth
and waded through three and four-
wide traffic to take command by the
fifth lap.  Burkhart charged into sec-
ond after a lap nine caution and
turned on the heat on Munoz to see
which one would become the first
three-time winner of the year.

Burkhart edged ahead briefly on
the 10th lap only to have Munoz
counter and recapture the point for
keeps.  Munoz raced to the stripe
ahead of Burkhart with Chris Oliver,
Dusty Witthuhn and Greg Schell
rounding out the top five.

Haysʼ shoe Tathan Burkhart
picked off his first DCRP win by
topping the 15-lap IMCA Hobby
Stock feature.

Burkhart battled past Brett
Copeland on the sixth round and

led the rest of the way to take the
win ahead of Brooke Russell, Rea-
gan Sellard, Duane Wahrman and
Copeland.

Action resumes at Dodge City
Raceway Park with on Saturday
night, July 14, with another exciting
round of championship action fea-
turing IMCA Modifieds, IMCA Sport
Modifieds, IMCA Stock Cars and
IMCA Hobby Stocks.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - The in-

tense summer heat wave was no
match for some of the most intense
racing of the season Saturday night
at Selinsgrove Speedway. 

Jason Shultz of Carlisle came
away with his second win of the
season in the 25-lap 360 sprint car
main event at the wheel of the
Horstcraft Millworks No. 29 entry.
At one point in the race, the top five
runners were racing under a blan-
ket in traffic for the lead and ulti-
mate victory. 

The super late models also put
on a suspenseful race with Coleby
Frye of Dover scoring his first win
of the year in the 25-lap feature
over Hayes Mattern of Beavertown. 

Brad Mitch of McClure made a
last-lap pass by Shaun Lawton of
Bloomsburg to win his second race
of the season in the 15-lap pro
stock main. 

Smith Cope of Danville made it
two in a row in the 12-lap roadrun-
ner race after fending off three-time
winner Ryan Zook of Mifflintown. 

A large turnout of young fans
took part in the trackʼs annual Kids
Night in memory of life-long race
fan Carol Stuck. 

The speedway took a injured
(Continued on Next Page…)
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Race winner Koby Walters is joined in victory lane by friends and

family after winning his first Sprint Car win of the season. (DCRP

photo)
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and benevolent drivers
fund collection which
netted $5,182 to bene-
fit injured sprint car
driver and former track
champion TJ Stutts
and the family of the
late sprint car driver
Jason Johnson. The
fund was collected
from a variety of
sources including a
helmet collection by
the drivers, a t-shirt
sale coordinated by
Jim Shuster and a
contribution by the

speedway. 
Selinsgrove Speedway will be

back in action at 7:30 p.m. this
Tuesday, July 3, with Firecracker
30-lap main events for the 360
sprint cars and super late models
paying $3,000 to win and $275 to
start. The pro stocks will run a 15-
lap race in memory of former track
champion C.W. Smith paying
$1,028 to win. Tuesdayʼs race,
sponsored by Selinsgrove Ford,
will be highlighted by a professional
fireworks display. Track gates will
open at 5 p.m. 

Fourth-place starter Jim Shuster
led the first lap of the sprint car fea-
ture until sixth-place starter Derek
Locke made an outside move in
turns one and two for the front spot.
On the third circuit, eighth-place
starter Jason Shultz advanced to
second and started to reel in
Locke. 

By lap five, Locke was leading
Shultz, third-place starter Michael
Walter, J. Shuster and 12th-place
starter Chad Layton. Seventh-
place starter Mark Smith moved
into the top five as Shultz gained on
Locke in the race for the lead. 

With the leaders beginning to
encounter slower traffic by lap 15,
an intense five-car race for the lead
put everyone in the house on the
edge of their seats! Locke, Shultz,
Walter, Layton, and Smith put on a
breathtaking wheel-to-wheel battle.

On lap 19, Lockeʼs car bobbled
in turn two, allowing Shultz to drive
into the lead. 

A lap later, near-calamity struck
when two cars spun in front of the
leaders in turn four. All the drivers
in the lead pack took evasive action
and avoided a collision with the dis-
abled race cars! 

For the final restart, Shultz kept
the field at bay and posted a mere
1.5 second margin of victory over
Locke, Walter, Layton, and Smith.

In the super late model feature,
third-place starter Jim Yoder pow-

ered into the early lead and was fol-
lowed by fourth-place starter
Coleby Frye into the runner-up po-
sition on lap one. On the third cir-
cuit Yoder and Frye drag raced
down the backstretch with Frye tak-
ing command of the field coming
out of turn four. 

On lap eight, sixth-place starter
Hayes Mattern drove by fifth-place
starter Randy Christine for the third
spot. At the halfway point, Frye was
leading J. Yoder, Mattern, eighth-
place starter Brett Schadel and
ninth-place starter Gene Knaub. 

Mattern showed a lot of speed
the second half of the race and ad-
vanced to second on lap 14. In the
final five laps Mattern moved within
striking distance using the highline
of the race track while Frye pro-
tected his lead along the bottom. 

With two laps to race, Frye
stretched his lead while an intense
battle for second developed be-
tween Mattern, 10th place starter
Bryan Bernheisel, and Schadel. At
the finish, Frye took the win by 3.5
seconds over Mattern. Bernheisel,
Schadel, and J. Yoder completed
the top five.

Polesitter Shaun Lawton bolted
into the lead at the start of the pro
stock feature. Lawton was closely
chased by fifth-place starter Brad
Mitch and third-place starter
Tommy Slanker. At the halfway
point, the top five drivers—Lawton,
Mitch, Slanker, fourth-place starter
Kyle Bachman and second-place
starter Brandon Moser—were rac-
ing nose to tail within seconds of
each other. 

On the 14th circuit, Mitch made
the winning pass using the inside
line through turns one and two by
Lawton. Mitch went on to score the
win by the slimmest of margins and
set a new 15-lap track record in
6:02.789, eclipsing his own mark
set in 2013.

Second-place starter Smith
Cope wired the field for his second
win in a row in the roadrunner race
but not without a lot of pressure
from polesitter Terry Kramer and
seventh-place starter Ryan Zook.
On a lap two restart, Zook passed
Kramer for second and set his sites
on Cope. 

On a lap nine restart, Cope
stayed in front of Zook while a tor-
rid battle for third unfolded behind
them between Kramer, fourth-place
starter Jake Jones, and sixth-place
starter Bob Bussey. 

At the checkered flag, Cope was
victorious in a close finish over
Zook, Kramer, third-place starter
Will Brunson, who had to rejoin the
race on the back of the pack on lap
two, and Jones. 

Antioch Speedway
MORGANTON, NC - John

Reynolds #55 from Connelly
Springs made his first start of the
year pay off by winning the (Heintz
Bros performance)
Renegade/Crate sportsman event.
Victor Durham #100 second, Ron-
nie Vasser #77 third, Brian Car-
swell #13 pressured Reynolds
early in the race but slowed with
over heating problems to finish
fourth and Rodney Lail #26 fifth.

Johnny Reynolds #55 from Con-
nelly Springs made it to Victory
Lane for the first time ever in his
second season by winning  the
(Tire plus/tires pros) Thunder
bombers/pure stock V8 division.
Matthew Prince #19P pressured
Reynolds most of the event but
was sidelined late with engine
problems. Benny Peeler #16
worked his way from mid field to
finish second, John Mcelrath #63
third, Chris Greene #65 fourth as
the highest finishing pure stck V8
and Steven Shrt #17 rounded out
the top five.

Jordan Sands #99 from Mount
Airy took the lead on a restart after
a caution and went on to take the
checkered flag in the (Heintz Broth-
ers performance) blue ridge 602
modified race. Richie Watson #90
led the first three laps but had to
settle for second. Jason Ledford
#14 third, George Anen #80 fourth
and Lowell Wagner #13W fifth.

Paul Butler #B4 from Morganton
LED flag to flag winning the super
stock 4 event. Trent Chatham #9T
second, Trevor Chatham #00 pres-
sured Butler most of the event but
slow to a third-place finish. Jimmy
Millsaps #20 fourth and Jason
Greene #9 fifth.

Randy Powell #88 from Lincol-
nton won the (RPM graphics) pure
stock 4 race. Chris Butler #B9 led
the first 8 laps until his racers en-
gine let go sidelining him from the
event. John Reed #81 finished sec-
ond, Jeremy Potter #579 third,
Jonathan Greer #65 came from the
back of the pack to finish fourth and
Kevin Deal #21 fifth.

Blake Walker #00 from Lenoir
led every lap on his way to Victory
in the Extreme FWDʼs race. Kevin
Roberts #3 ran strong to a second
place finish, Kevin Saam #41 third,
Dustin Chapman #58 passed
Amanda Farmer #19h with 4 laps
remaining to finish fourth, Farmer
fifth.

Mason Pugh #22 from Connelly
Springs won a highly competitive
(James Wagonerʼs welding) Young
Guns event. Colby Burks #73
quickly worked his way from the
rear of the field and pressured

Pugh most of the event but could
only muster a second place finish.
Trace Chatham #21 out battled
Chesnie Chatham #9 for second,
Chesnie fourth and Colton Stanley
#45 rounded out the top five.

Bowman Gray Stadium
WINSTON-SALEM, NC - Lady

Luck can be fickle at Bowman Gray
Stadium, and one manʼs misfortune
can be another manʼs lucky break.

Such was the case for Lee Jef-
freys of Wallburg in Saturdayʼs first
race for the Bradʼs Golf Cars Mod-
ified Series. He turned the fastest
lap yet again – taking the pole for
the third time in a row and the fifth
time this season.

He bolted out into the lead on
the initial start past the outside
pole-starter, Bobby Measmer of
Concord. Measmer followed
closely behind Jeffreys, but the #75
of Jeffreys seemed hard to beat.

But disaster struck for Jeffreys
when mechanical problems sent
his car to the pits on lap 13. Meas-
mer was the beneficiary of Jef-
freysʼs absence, moving up to the
lead. “I thought I saw a tire going
down. He started getting really
loose,” said Measmer about Jef-
freysʼs ailing car. “I saw him pull
over and waving outside - and Iʼm
like, ʻAlright, this is mine.ʼ”

Despite the threats from
Jonathan Brown of Winston-Salem,
Measmer held on to grab the vic-
tory. “Weʼve rebuilt this car front to
back, and every week we come out
itʼs fast. But the driver loses his
head, or I get caught up in some-
body elseʼs stuff,” said Measmer.

The “Madhouse Scramble” sent
Daniel Yates of Lexington to the
pole for the start of the second
race. Darin Redmon of Walnut
Cove started beside him on the
outside. Redmon encountered
some disasters of his own as me-
chanical issues caused him to lose
control and slide into the guard rail
on the first lap.

George Brunnhoelzl III of
Mooresville moved up to battle with
Yates for the lead and slipped by
him in short order. But Brunnhoelzl
soon had his hands full with Burt
Myers pressuring his bumper.

On lap 8, Myers made a risky
move on the outside row to power
his way around Brunnhoelzl to grab
the lead. Then it was smooth sail-
ing to the checkered flag for Myers,
with John Smith of Mount Airy fin-
ishing on his bumper.

“We knew we were bad,” said
Myers about his car in the first race.
“We didnʼt quit. Itʼs hard to believe
Iʼm standing here.”

(Continued on Next Page…)
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In the Texas Steak
& Tap House Sports-
man Series, Kevin
Neal of Walkertown
dominated the first
part of Saturdayʼs 100-
lapper. Neal defended
his lead for five dou-
ble-file restarts and
was just a few laps
from taking the check-
ered flag. But a late-
race caution gave
Derek Stoltz of Walk-
ertown the chance to
dart to the inside of
Neal and steal the

lead. Stoltz went on to win.
Billy Gregg of Lexington claimed

the checkered in a caution-filled
race for the Law Offices of John
Barrow Street Stock Series. And in
the Q104.1 Stadium Stock Series,
both Wesley Thompson of Advance
and Tim Evans of Arcadia walked
away with a victory trophy.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action with the 3rd An-
nual NAPA Auto Parts SK 5k, which
paid the winner $5,000 out of a
purse of over $27,000.  With the
Dunleavyʼs Truck and Trailer Sales
Gamblerʼs Challenge bonus of
$5,000 and a total heat race bonus
of $2,000 from Wheelers Auto of
Hamden, the total posted awards
were over $34,000.  Ronnie
Williams won the NAPA SK 5K and
in victory lane he pulled the winner
take all chip for the Dunleavyʼs
Gamblerʼs Challenge to give him-
self a pay day of $10,675 with
purse and contingencies added to-
gether.  Other feature winners on
the night were Al Saunders taking
down his first career Late Model
win and earning himself a $500
bounty from Stafford Speedway for
ending Tom Fearnʼs 6-race winning
streak, Marcello Rufrano was a
back to back winner in the SK Light
feature, Jeremy Lavoie scored his
fifth win of 2018 in the Limited Late
Model feature, and Nicole Cham-
brello won the Street Stock feature
one week after barrel rolling her
car.

In the 100-lap NAPA SK 5k fea-
ture event, Eric Berndt shot into the
lead at the start with Keith Rocco
quickly working his way up to sec-
ond.  Michel Gervais, Jr. was third
with polesitter Tyler Hines back to
fourth and Glen Reen in fifth.  

Rocco got around Berndt for the
lead on lap-10 but Berndt came

right back and he moved back into
the lead on lap-11.  The lead swap
between Berndt and Rocco contin-
ued with Rocco going back out
front on lap-13.  Gervais was still
third with Hines and Reen continu-
ing to make up the top-5. 

Hines worked his way past Ger-
vais to move into third on lap-18
with Ronnie Williams following him
into fourth to drop Gervais back to
fifth.  Berndt got alongside Rocco
for the lead but couldnʼt make the
pass stick on lap-19.  Berndt then
fell back to third as Williams moved
into second and nearly took the
lead from Rocco on lap-21 before
settling back into line.  Williams
made a move for the lead on lap-
23 with a pass coming out of turn
2.  Stephen Kopcik spun into the
turn 3 wall after losing his engine to
bring the caution out with 25 laps
complete.

Williams and Rocco were side
by side for the lead with Berndt,
Gervais, and Joey Cipriano making
up the top-5.  Three laps later and
Williams and Rocco were still side
by side with neither driver giving an
inch.  Williams was able to finally
get clear from Rocco on lap-30.
The two drivers then swapped the
lead twice in one lap as Rocco
went to the front entering turn 3 but
Williams made a nice crossover
move to come out of turn 4 with the
lead once again.  The lead duo
then resumed their side by side
battle for the lead with Berndt, Ger-
vais, and Cipriano behind them.
Dan Wesson spun in turn 4 to bring
the caution out with 34 laps com-

plete.
Rocco took the lead back under

green with Berndt and Williams
side by side for second.  Berndt
took second on lap-35 with Cipri-
ano now side by side with Williams
for third.  Williams held Cipriano off
for third with Hines still in fifth.
Berndt made a move to the inside
of Rocco to take the lead on lap-38
but Rocco came right back on lap-
39 and retook the lead.  Chase
Dowling was closing in on the top-
5 cars after starting deep in the
field.  Tom Bolles spin in turn 4 to
bring the caution out with 44 laps
complete.

Rocco took the lead on the
restart with Williams moving into
second.  Berndt slotted into third
with Dowling fourth and a side by
side battle between Cipriano and
Gervais for fifth.  With 48 laps com-
plete the caution and red flags
came back out as Hines and Cipri-
ano came together in turn 4 with
Hinesʼ car briefly catching fire.

Rocco took the lead with Berndt
and Williams side by side for sec-
ond.  Berndt took second on lap-49
and he took the lead from Rocco on
lap-51 with a pass in turn 1.
Williams was now side by side with
Rocco for second with Dowling in
fourth and Gervais fifth.  

Rocco ran in line behind Berndt
until lap-58 when he made a pass
in turn 3 to go back into the lead.
Williams was still third with Dowling
and Gervais making up the top-5.
Todd Owen was up to sixth after
having to start deep in the field due
to a heat race crash earlier in the

evening, with Matt Galko, Dan
Avery, Wesson, and Troy Talman
making up the top-10.

Berndt was again applying
heavy pressure to Rocco for the
lead with the two cars side by side
for the lead on lap-65.  Berndt
dropped back into line behind
Rocco on lap-66 with Williams clos-
ing in on Berndtʼs back bumper.
Dan Wesson dropped off the pace
on lap-68 with heavy smoke from
underneath his car and then the
caution came out for Dan Avery,
whose car went up in flames com-
ing out of turn 4 as he steered off
the track and on to pit road.  

Rocco took the lead with
Williams able to get in front of
Berndt for second on the restart.
Gervais and Dowling were side by
side for fourth with Doug Meservey,
Jr. and Michael Christopher, Jr.
side by side for sixth.  Williams
pulled alongside Rocco for the lead
on lap-70 and he was able to get
clear to the lead on lap-72 but
Rocco came right back on lap-73 to
the inside of Williams and they
were even at the line.  The caution
came back out with 73 laps com-
plete for a spin in turns 3+4 by John
Studley.

Williams took the lead back
under green with Rocco in second.
Berndt was side by side with Dowl-
ing for third with Christopher in
fifth.  Rocco was applying heavy
pressure to Williams while Berndt
was able to finally get clear into
third on lap-77.  Rocco got to the in-
side of Williams and he had the
lead by a nose at the line on lap-
78.  Rocco got clear into the lead
on lap-79 but Williams came right
back on lap-80 and he took the
lead with a pass in turn 3.  Dowling
was now third behind Williams and
Rocco with Berndt and Christopher
making up the top-5 with 20 laps to
go.

With 10 laps to go, it was still
Williams followed by Rocco and
Dowling.  Berndt was fourth with
Christopher still fifth.  Williams led
Rocco to the checkered flag to pick
up his second win of the 2018 sea-
son.  Dowling finished third with
Berndt and Christopher rounding
out the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, Al Saunders took ht lead at
the green with Tyler Leary in sec-
ond.  Kevin Gambacorta quickly
took third with Tom Fearn slicing his
way into fourth and Paul Arute was
in fifth.  Fearn continued his charge
towards the lead as he took third
from Gambacorta on lap-4 and
began to close in on Leary for sec-
ond.

With 12 laps complete, Al Saun-
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Bobby Measmer celebrating his victory in the first Modified 25-lap-

per on Saturday at Bowman Gray Stadium. (ERIC HYLTON PHO-

TOGRAPHY photo)



ders was still out front
with Fearn all over
Leary for second.
Fearn was able to
make the move on lap-
14 to take second.
Arute was now fourth
with Glen Reen in fifth
as Gambacorta had
slid back to sixth.  

With 10 laps to go,
it was still Saunders in
the lead with Fearn
giving chase from sec-
ond.  Leary was third,
with Arute, and Reen
making up the top-5
with Gambacorta still
in sixth.  

Reen did a 360 spin on the
backstretch on lap-26 but he was
able to rejoin the action and the
race stayed green.  Fearn closed in
on Saunders but he couldnʼt get
close enough as Saunders scored
his first career Late Model feature
win and in the process claimed a
$500 bounty put up by Stafford
CEO/GM Mark Arute for the first
driver who could end Fearnʼs 6-
race winning streak.  Leary finished
third with Arute and Gambacorta
rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light feature
event, Chris Viens took the lead at
the green flag with Chris Matthews
in second.  Teddy Hodgdon was
third with Mark Bakaj in fourth and
Bob Charland in fifth.  Just behind
Charland was Mikey Flynn in sixth
and a side by side duel between
Marcello Rufrano and George No-
cera, Jr. for seventh.  Wesley
Prucker spun coming out of turn 2
to bring the caution out with 10 laps
complete.

Matthews and Viens went side
by side of the lead for a lap before
Matthews got clear into the lead on
lap-12.  Rufrano moved into sec-
ond behind Matthews with Bakaj
and Hodgdon all over his back
bumper.  A spin in turn 4 that in-
volved several cars brought the
caution back out with 14 laps com-
plete.

On the restart, Norm Sears got
into the backstretch wall to bring
the caution right back out.  The next
restart saw Matthews hold off a
charge from Rufrano for a lap be-
fore the caution came out for Pete
Lopuch, who came to a stop
against the wall at the exit of turn 2.

Matthews and Rufrano went
back side by side for the lead on
the next restart with Rufrano com-
ing out with the lead.  Matthews
and Hodgdon were side by side for
second with Bakaj right behind
them in fourth and Nocera in fifth.
Hodgdon took second from

Matthews in the outside lane on
lap-18 and Bakaj followed suit on
lap-19 to move into third and drop
Matthews back to fourth as Rufrano
stretched out his lead to several car
lengths.  Rufrano led Hodgdon
back to the checkered flag to pick
up his fifth win of the 2018 season.
Matthews finished third with Bakaj
and Nocera rounding gout the top-
5.  Viens spun on the last lap and
collected the car of Rit Dulac.

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature, Jeremy Lavoie made a
three-wide move on the first lap to
shoot into the lead with Ryan Fearn
taking second and Steven Midford
third.  Andy Marchese fell back to
fourth with Gary Patnode in fifth.  

Lavoie and Fearn began to
slowly pull away from the rest of the
field while Steve Midford pulled off
the track on lap-11.  In a green to
checkered race, Lavoie led Fearn
to the checkered flag to pick up his
fifth win of the 2018 season.  Justin
Bren finished third but he refused
post-race technical inspection and
he was disqualified from the race.
This moved Duane Provost into
third with R.J. Surdell and Patnode
rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Street Stock fea-
ture, Jason Lafayette took the lead
at the green with Richard Ciriello in
second.  Nicole Chambrello was
quickly moving to the front as she
streaked into third and then took
second from Ciriello on lap-3.
Ciriello began to slide backwards
as Chris Bagnall moved into third,
George Bessette, Jr., fourth, and
Mike Hopkins fifth.  Hopkins got
around Bessette to take fourth on
lap-5 with Lafayette still leading
Chambrello out front.

Brandon Michael was also on
the move, moving into sixth on lap-
6 after starting mid pack and right
behind him was Meghan Fuller, the
Street Stock points leader.  Bes-
sette took fourth from Bagnall on
lap-8 and opened the door for
Michael to follow him through to
move into fifth and drop Bagnall
back to sixth.  Paul Bourdon
brought the caution out with 11 laps
complete with a spin in turn 2.

Chambrello took the lead on the
restart with Bessette moving into
second.  Lafayette slotted into third
with Hopkins fourth and Michael
fifth.  

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

New Smyrna Speedway
NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FL -

When Cole Anderson and his ATF

& Gunslinger team rolled into New
Smyrna this past weekend, they
were looking to set a baseline for
their reassembled chassis. And set
a baseline they did. Anderson once
again took his No. 97 Toyota to vic-
tory lane following Saturday
evening's race.

The weekend began with a
promising test session for the No.
97 team on Friday. Since it had
been a little while since Cole had
raced this particular car, they were
looking to re-establaish a baseline
on their machine. Little did they
know, the track time on Friday was
going to be the most valuable they
received during the course of the
weekend.

While Cole and the team were
happy with the car following Fri-
day's shakedown, they showed up
to the track Saturday hoping to
have time to make a few additional
adjustments in search of speed.
Mother Nature had different ideas.
Rain plagued the speedway most
of the day on Saturday, totally
washing out qualifying and forcing
the field to start from a blind, lot-
tery-style draw. Soon after the
green flag, Cole made his way to
second and set his sights on the
leader.

"The bottom of the racetrack
was so wet, you had to be really
quick about a pass," he explained
about his ascension through the
field. "That's probably the reason
they had us start single file was be-
cause of the moisture on the bot-
tom of the track. We got to second
within a couple of laps and I was
starting to run down the leader."

An early caution allowed the
field to bunch up and placed An-
derson on the rear bumper of the
leader. After a few laps, he made
his move to take the lead and never
looked back. The victory continued
a success streak at the facility

where Cole captured this year's
World Series of Asphalt Champi-
onship in pro late models. 

"When that caution came out, it
allowed me to run around five laps
behind him just to see where his
weakness was," Cole explained
about the pass for the lead. "I got
by him going into turn three and
just cruised out front from there.

"It seems like we never skip a
beat at New Smyrna," he contin-
ued. "It was the first time back with
this car since Speedweeks and
we've only made it better. It felt re-
ally good to have a performance
like that."

The No. 97 Timberwolf Plastics
team had planned to use this week-
end as a test session for next
week's doubleheader at Five Flags
Speedway and Mobile International
Speedway, the first race of which
counts towards a potentail
Snowflake 100 provisional at the
end of the year. To say they are rid-
ing a wave of confidence is an un-
derstatement.

"I'm really looking forward to
Pensacola and Mobile next week-
end," Anderson said. "I honestly
believe we're going to be one of the
teams to beat. I've never felt more
confident in a pro late model than I
do right now."

For more information and the lat-
est updates about Cole Anderson
visit his website at ColeAnderson-
Racing.com. He can also be found
on social media such as Facebook
(@ColeAndersonRacing), Twitter
(@Cole_Anderson97) and Insta-
gram (@Cole_Anderson97).

Led by NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series champion Mike
Skinner and Andrew Franzone,
Daytona Beach, Fla.-based ATF &
Gunslinger participates in a variety
of motorsports ventures, building
unique cars, trucks and experi-
ences while in pursuit of speed.
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Cole Anderson fought Mother Nature and the field of great cars at

New Smyrna Speedway Saturday to win the feature race. (TONY

STEVENS photo)




