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Dale Earnhardt Jr.
knows heʼs suffered at
least three concus-
sions during his racing
career, and each time
it was up to him to ini-
tiate a diagno-
sis and
treatment.

That all
changed with
NASCARʼs re-
cent an-

nouncement that it will use
the Sports Concussion As-
sessment Tool to quickly
identify a possible brain in-
jury.

Much like the NFLʼs Head, Neck
and Spine Protocols and the NHLʼs
Protocol for Concussion Evaluation
and Management, stock-car racing
is being proactive to assuring the
health, both immediate and long
term, of its drivers.

The SCAT-3 test is administered
by a physician and based on the
Glasgow coma scale which meas-
ures eye, verbal and motor skill re-
sponses. A second test, the
Maddocks Score, requires a driver
to understand his current surround-
ings.

SCAT-3 also is used by the In-
ternational Olympic Committee,
soccerʼs FIFA, IHL, International
Rugby Board and the Federation of
Equestrian International.

A concussion is a disturbance in
brain function caused by a direct or
indirect force to the head, accord-
ing to Concussion in Sport Group.
For a driver, itʼs generally the result
of a 3,500-pound race car colliding
with another car or the wall.

NASCARʼs newest protocol in-
cludes three new provisions:

• A driver is required to go to the
infield care center if theyʼre in-
volved in any kind of accident that
requires the car to be parked be-
hind the pit wall or in the garage.

• Drivers must agree to a SCAT-
3 exam if the attending physician at
the track deems necessary.

• And, an on-site neurological
support staff will be at select
NASCAR events to evaluate and
suggest updates to the current pro-
tocol procedures.
Concussion studies are evolving so
quickly, NASCAR is expected to be
using the fifth edition SCAT test by
summer, NASCAR managing di-
rector of racing operations John
Bobo said.

Earnhardt missed the final 18
races of the 2016 season after
dealing with headaches and a loss
of balance following a June crash
at the Michigan International
Speedway. Although Earnhardt

was largely credited with
bringing attention to con-
cussions, he competed in
the next three races fol-
lowing Michigan before
getting a definitive diag-
nosis.

Most drivers now
are more-concerned with
the effects of a concus-
sion.

“It definitely makes
us pay attention,” driver Chris
Buescher said. “Weʼve been using
the best safety equipment available
to us for many years. Itʼs always
evolving safety-wise. We have all
kinds of baselines and protocols
that we go through to make sure
we know where weʼre at and make
sure that after any incident we are
able to go through any test to make
sure weʼre able to race.”

A driver now will have to pass
the SCAT-3, and possibly the Mad-
docks Score exam, immediately
following a crash if ordered by a
doctor before getting behind the
wheel again.

That not only helps a driver live
a healthier life after racing, it cre-
ates a safer environment for other
drivers, especially since speeds
reached nearly 200 mph last Sun-
day at the Atlanta Motor Speedway.

“I grew up racing motorcycles.
Iʼve slapped my head on the
ground. I was pretty sure I had a
concussion,” driver Clint Bowyer
said. “Iʼve woke up with a guy after
you went down screaming at you,
ʻAre you OK?ʼ

“Certainly, talking to [Earnhardt]
there was no question in his mind
he didnʼt need to be in that race car.
So as big and dominant of a force
he is in this sport and what he
means to this sport, I thought it
showed just how serious a concus-
sion can be, and Iʼm glad that he
spoke up and said, ʻHey, Iʼve got a
problem and I need to get out for all
of our sakes.ʼ”

Drivers sent to the infield care
center wonʼt automatically be put
through the concussion protocol.
But a trip can set into motion a se-
ries of evaluations that could lead
to a test for a possible concussion.

Results also will be compared

with ImPACT Tests that creates a
neurological baseline for each
driver. The computerized concus-
sion evaluation system is adminis-
tered every two years, Bobo said.
The addition of American Medical
Response, an emergency re-
sponse team that will travel to work
with local infield care centers, as
well as the new concussion proto-
col was the result of a collaboration
between the sanctioning body and
its teams.

The new protocol, as well as a
traveling safety team, also adds a
greater level of insurance for the
drivers against being sidelined un-
necessarily.

“The main thing is to see some
familiar faces so that we donʼt get
into situations like we did with Kyle
Larsen, who didnʼt have a concus-
sion and had to go all the way to
Charlotte to be evaluated because
somebody in the medical center
was going to say that and it goes
right into concussion protocol,” Har-
vick said.

“I think having those familiar
faces and knowing us is the most
important part, no matter what the
number is or how big it is, itʼs really
about the familiar faces who can
relate to those professionals in that
particular medical center.”

A year ago, Matt DiBenedetto

wasnʼt allowed to drive in the Cup
Series race at the Texas Motor
Speedway because he limped and
was slow to get out of his car a day
earlier during the Xfinity race.

An examination eventually con-
cluded DiBenedetto actually suf-
fered from chronic knee pain, not a
concussion.

“Weʼve got a history of always
looking to evolve or safety pro-
grams,” Bobo said. “We stand on
the shoulder of each other as we
move on. We keep asking how we
can keep getting better. We always
want to learn; we always want to
get better.”

Kurt Busch was the first driver to
be put through the concussion pro-
tocol after he crashed head-first
into the outside wall last month dur-
ing The Clash exhibition race at the
Daytona International Speedway.

“There was an individual that
met me out by the car, rode with
me in the ambulance and again
met with the doctors and just went
through different sequences to
check all of the different vitals and
we were released,” he said.

“Itʼs just a little bit of an upgrade.
You can tell that theyʼve made an
effort, and itʼs nice to have that se-
curity.”

Along with a better prospect for
a healthier life after racing.
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Concussions Taken
Seriously by NASCAR

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015
have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
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Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
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Welcome 2017 Race Fans!



Last year, Stewart-
Haas Racing made an
announcement that,
literally, shocked the
racing world. Team co-
owners, Tony Stewart
and Gene Haas, an-
n o u n c e d
that they
w e r e
switching
car manu-
facturers
f r o m
Chevrolet

to Ford for the 2017
season.

The four-car team of
Kurt Busch, Kevin Har-
vick, Danica Patrick,
and Clint Bowyer (who
was announced as the driver to fill
the seat of retiring Tony Stewart)
would swap their bowtie for a blue
oval. The reaction from race fans
as well as industry leaders ran from
“ecstatic” to “crazy”.

“I understand that some people
are upset and Iʼve read numerous
comments from people voicing
their reaction,” Stewart said after
making the announcement. “But,
you canʼt overlook great opportuni-
ties. It was a big decision; itʼs
whatʼs best for our company going
forward.”

“We believe the addition of
Stewart-Haas Racing in 2017 will
give our program a major boost in
terms of being in contention for
both driversʼ and manufacturersʼ
championships every year,” Fordʼs
Global Director of Performance
Dave Pericak commented.

The addition of Stewart-Haas
Racing to the “Blue Oval Family” of
Penske Racing, Roush-Fenway
Racing, Wood Brothers Racing,
Richard Petty Motorsports, and
Front Row Racing obviously made
Ford executives extremely opti-

mistic and eager for
2017.

Letʼs fast-forward
twelve months and take
a look at their return on
investment.

At the 2017 sea-
son-opening Daytona
500, Stewart-Haas
driver Kurt Busch won
his first-ever “Great
American Race” and
gave Ford their first tro-
phy from SHR. The his-

toric win was also the first Daytona
500 victory for team co-owner Tony
Stewart as a driver or team owner.
However, the Ford camp has more
reasons to celebrate after the 500.

The Blue Oval Family finished
the 500 with six drivers in the top
ten at the checkered flag, including
three (Busch, Ryan Blaney, and
Aric Almirola) in the top five.

The Ford banner also celebrated
after the Daytona XFINITY race as
Ryan Reed won driving his Roush-
Fenway Racing Ford. It was the
second career victory for Reed,
both at Daytona and both in a Ford.
Brad Keselowski finished fourth to
give Ford a second top-five finish. A
week later, four Ford drivers fin-
ished in the top ten at Atlanta in the
XFINITY race, including two in the
top five.

Now, for any manufacturer in-

volved in NASCAR, winning the
Daytona 500 and enjoying the
week-long celebration and media
attention would be a huge motiva-
tion boost for upcoming races. For
Ford, the excitement only grew at
Atlanta.

Kevin Harvick, a Stewart-Haas
Racing driver, won the pole for
Ford at the Folds of Honor 500. Not
only did he give Ford and SHR their
first pole of the 2017 season, he
dominated the race as well. Harvick
led four times for a total of 292 of
the 325 laps. However, a pit road
speeding penalty during a late-race
caution on lap 311 basically kept
Harvick from hoisting the trophy.
Harvickʼs penalty was the 13th
speeding on pit road violation to
various competitors during the At-
lanta. It should be noted that this
was the first race at Atlanta since
more timing lines were added on pit
road at the track.

As a result of Harvickʼs penalty,
Brad Keselowski wrestled the vic-
tory away from Kyle Larson in the
final laps to post his first-ever
NASCAR Monster Energy Cup Se-
ries victory at Atlanta Motor Speed-
way. 

The Penske driver won for the
22nd time in his career, ten of those
victories coming on 1.5-mile tracks.

Keselowski only led three times
for 21 total laps, but, combined with
“Blue Oval Family member Harvick,
Ford led 313 of the 325 laps on
Sunday. And, for the second time in
two weeks, a Ford driver drove into
victory lane.

A Ford driver hoisting the trophy
in victory circle is a ceremony that,
many feel, will be repeated many
times during the 2017 NASCAR
Monster Energy Cup Series sea-
son. In fact, the investment by Ford
may very well result in a much
larger trophy in November.
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Brad Keselowski, driver of the #2 Autotrader Ford, celebrates with a burnout after winning the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
Folds Of Honor QuikTrip 500 at Atlanta Motor Speedway. (BRIAN LAWDERMILK/GETTY IMAGES photo)



By REID SPENCER
HAMPTON, GA -

Thanks to the uninten-
tional generosity of the
dominant driver in
Sundayʼs Folds of
Honor QuikTrip 500,

opportunistic Brad Keselowski won
the second Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race of the
season.

Kevin Harvick led 292 of the 325
laps at the 1.54-mile track, but a pit
road speeding penalty under cau-
tion on Lap 311 sent him to the
back of the field for the final restart.

That gave Keselowski the
chance he needed, and on Lap 319
he surged past Kyle Larson for the
top spot and pulled away to win by
.564 seconds.

Larson came home second, fol-
lowed by two drivers—Matt
Kenseth and Kasey Kahne—who
lost laps early but recovered to run
third and fourth, respectively. Day-
tona 500 runner-up Chase Elliott
overcame a pit road speeding
penalty incurred on a green-flag
stop on Lap 212 to finish fifth.

Keselowski overcame his own
issues to put his No. 2 Team
Penske Ford in position to win the
race. Keselowski beat Harvick off
pit road after stops under caution

on Lap 264, but the lug nuts on his
left rear wheel werenʼt tight, and
Keselowski had to return to pit road
and give up the No. 1 position for a
restart on Lap 270.

But Keselowski persevered, and
by the time the final caution flag
waved on Lap 309, he had worked
his way up to third in the running
order. When Harvick drew the
penalty on Lap 311, Keselowski
restarted third after pitting for tires,
got past Kenseth in the first corner
and tracked down Larson five laps
later.

"We had a lot of adversity today.
Thereʼs no doubt about that," said
Keselowski, who won for the first
time at Atlanta and for the 22nd
time in his career. 

"These races arenʼt easy.
Theyʼre 500 miles, and a lot can
happen, and when you think youʼve
got it, they slip away. I know how it
goes.

"This one kind of fell in our lap at
the end, and my team put it all to-
gether when it counted. They gave
me a great Autotrader Ford Fusion,
and we were able to get by Kyle
there at the end. I knew that he
wasnʼt going to be easy to pass.
His car was great, and I was able
to make the right moves to get by
him."

Larson, who characterized Har-
vick's speeding penalty as "a
Christmas present," knew what to
expect from Keselowski after the
final restart on lap 315, but he was
unable to prevent the winning
move.

"I raced around Brad a lot
throughout the day," Larson said.
"Any time I was in front of him on
short runs, heʼd drive around me up
top. And so I knew I was going to
have to take his line away on that
start there for a couple of laps and
try it. I just didnʼt have enough
grip—or not as much as Iʼd hoped.
He did a good job being a lane
lower than me and getting to my in-
side.

"So, it was disappointing not to
get the win, but Iʼm happy about
our second-place run at a 1.5-mile
(track) where I struggle. I had a
blast today. The Target Chevy was
good. I ran the bottom a lot, which
is not typically something I do. So,
it was a lot of fun to learn how to
kind of use both feet to get around
the bottom and to do a good job
with that."

In the first Atlanta race since
NASCAR added more timing lines
to measure pit road speed, the
sanctioning body gave out more
speeding tickets than a county
sheriff in a one-stoplight town. Har-
vick was penalized for the 13th and
final speeding infraction of the race.

"Yeah, this place, for whatever
reason, I just feel like Iʼm snake-bit-
ten," said Harvick, who won his first
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race at the Georgia track in
2001 and hasnʼt won here since.
"Itʼs my own doing today. I really
didnʼt think I was even close on pit
lane.

"It gets to bouncing around, and
I thought I was being conservative.
Apparently, I wasnʼt. ... I was just
pushing it too hard."

On the positive side, Harvick
leaves Atlanta with two additional
playoff points for winning the first
two stages of the race. He also
holds the series lead by four points
over Stewart-Haas Racing team-
mate and Daytona winner Kurt
Busch.

Keselowski is third in the stand-
ings, six points behind Harvick, and
he earned five playoff points for the
victory.
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Brad Keselowski

Pounces on
Unexpected

Opportunity to Win at
Atlanta

Race winner Brad Keselowski and family celebrate in Atlantaʼs vic-
tory lane Sunday afternoon. (DAVID GRIFFIN photo)

Kevin Harvick (4) leads Elliott Sadler (24), on his way to leading the most laps in the Folds of Honor
QuikTrip 500 in Atlanta. (BRIAN LAWDERMILK/GETTY IMAGES photo)
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By REID SPENCER
HAMPTON, GA -

It took Kyle Busch 13
years to get his first
NASCAR XFINITY
Series victory at At-
lanta Motor Speed-
way.

It took him one more year to get
the second.

The pole winner at Atlanta for
the sixth time, Busch pulled away
after a restart on Lap 148 of 163
and beat Brad Keselowski to the
finish line by .605 seconds to score

his second straight victory at the
1.54-mile track in Saturdayʼs Rinnai
250.

"It took so long to get here to
begin with," Busch said in Victory
Lane. "Now weʼve won two in a
row. We werenʼt great to begin with,
and we werenʼt great in the middle,
but (crew chief) Scott Graves and
the guys keep working on the car
throughout the race and brought
the No. 18 (Toyota) to life there at
the end."

Busch was first off pit road under
the fifth caution of the afternoon

after Kyle Larson, the leader enter-
ing pit road, nearly collided with
Kevin Harvick, the dominant driver
for most of the race with 64 laps
led. The near-miss cost both driv-
ers a fraction of a second—enough
for Busch to exit with the lead.

"I canʼt say enough about my pit
crew," Busch said. "They did an
awesome job getting me off pit road
first for that final run."

The victory was Buschʼs 87th in
329 starts, extending his own se-
ries record.

Both Larson and Harvick fell
back on the Lap 148 restart and fin-
ished third and fourth, respectively.
Elliott Sadler, who ran fifth in the
No. 1 JR Motorsports Chevrolet,
had the best result among series
regulars and leads the XFINITY
standings by three points over
Sunoco rookie William Byron.

Darrell Wallace Jr., Byron, Austin
Dillon, Daniel Hemric and Cole
Custer completed the top 10. Draw-

ing a penalty for too many men
over the wall on pit road, Custer
restarted from the rear after a lap
118 caution for Denny Hamlinʼs
spin in Turn 1 but recovered to earn
his top-10 finish in the No. 00 Stew-
art-Haas Racing Ford.

The race was contested in three
stages, the first two of 40 laps each
before an 83-lap final stage. Ke-
selowski, a Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series regular, won
the first stage, earning a playoff
point for the No. 22 Team Penske
Ford.

Harvick won Stage 2 convinc-
ingly, but his car tightened up in the
final third of the race, as shadows
covered Turns 1 and 2.

As a full-time monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series driver, Busch
is ineligible to earn points in the
XFINITY Series, but his victory was
worth five playoff points on the
ownerʼs side to the No. 18 Joe
Gibbs Racing team.
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s Kyle Busch Wins
Second Straight

NASCAR XFINITY
Series Race at Atlanta

Kyle Busch is all smiles as he exits his racer after winning at Atlanta Motor Speedway for the first time in a XFINITY Series race in thir-
teen years. (DAVID GRIFFIN photo)



By REID SPENCER
HAMPTON, GA -

Christopher Bell un-
questionably had the
dominant truck in Sat-
urdayʼs Active Pest
Control 200, but, in
the end, the driver of
the No. 4 Kyle Busch
Motorsports Toyota
Tundra had to work

hard for the third NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series victory of
his career.

In the nightcap of a NASCAR
doubleheader at Atlanta Motor
Speedway, Bell held off fellow Tun-
dra driver Matt Crafton in a two-lap
shootout to the finish for his first win
of the 2017 season.

Austin Cindricʼs spin on Lap 124
of 130 brought out the eighth and
final caution of the race and set up
the final two-lap dash. Bell
restarted on the inside on Lap 129,
with Crafton in the outside lane.
Crafton held his own through the
first two corners, but Bell pulled
ahead on the backstretch and fi-
nally cleared Craftonʼs No. 88 Toy-
ota off Turn 4.

One lap later, Bell crossed the
finish line .447 seconds ahead of
Crafton, with defending series
champion Johnny Sauter trailing
the lead pair in third place. Ben
Rhodes ran fourth, followed by
Chase Elliott and Grand Enfinger,
who tangled with Cindric to cause
the final caution.

"I was just trying to do every-
thing I could to get the best restart

I could," Bell said. "I didnʼt want to
get my momentum broken. These
Truck races are really tough to get
restarts going, because itʼs so
aero-dependent.

"You can get all sorts of momen-
tum or you can get all sorts of mo-
mentum taken away from you. That
happened to me there in the mid-
dle section of the race."

But the truck was there when it
counted.

"It was just a dream machine. It
was really, really good."

Clearly, that was an understate-
ment. Bell edged his team owner
for the pole position in Saturday
morningʼs qualifying session and
proceeded to lead the first 83 laps,
claiming both the first and second

40-lap stage wins in the process.
In fact, Bell was so dominant in

the second stage that crossed the
stripe 8.030 seconds ahead of
Busch, who nevertheless took the
lead with an excellent pit stop, put-
ting Bell in the outside lane for the
start of Stage 3 on Lap 88.

Bell subsequently fell back to
fifth in the running order, but after
two cautions, he restarted from the
inside lane on the third row on lap
113 and one lap later passed
Crafton for the lead.

Busch, who won the NASCAR
XFINITY Series race earlier in the
day, fell back with a cut tire on the
Lap 113 restart and finished 26th,
but he could take solace from the
quality of Bellʼs effort – not to men-
tion the progress the 22-year-old
has made since Busch signed the
open-wheel star to a full-time ride
last year.

"Weʼre still trying to get the
Sprint Car out of him," Busch
quipped after the race. "This kid
grows up running 30-lap features,
and after 30 laps his tires are worn
out."

On Saturday, however, Bell de-
cisively overcame the "Days of
Thunder" mentality Busch de-
scribed, and with the race win and
two stage victories, came away
with all seven available playoff
points in the process.
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Christopher Bell Wins
Two-Lap Shootout for

Atlanta Victory

Christopher Bell signals his
first win of 2017 in his JBL Kyle
Busch Motorsports #4 in At-
lantaʼs victory lane. (RONDA
GREER photo)

Kaz Grala takes a wild ride through the grass at Atalnta. (RONDA GREER photo)

Christopher Bell (4) and Matt Crafton (88) lead the field during a
race restart. (RONDA GREER photo)



LUCAMA, NC -
Defending Pro All
Stars Series (PASS)
South Super Late
Model champion, Matt
Craig captured the
lead from Spencer
Davis on lap 16 and
never looked back en
route to his second ca-
reer series win in the
Dogwood 150 Satur-
day afternoon at

Southern National Motorsports
Park.  Following his win, Craig laid
down a challenge amidst a furious
chassis builder battle going on in
the Southʼs oldest Super Late
Model tour.

“This was just an awesome car
and I canʼt thank my crew enough
for all the hard work they put in to
it,” said Craig, driver of the C&C
Boilers Sales & Service Chevrolet.
“Everybody thinks the Furys are the
best, but they just got waxed by a
brand new Hamke.  We struggled a
bit at Dillon, but weʼve got it figured
out.  He [Noles] got us on a restart,
but I laid the hammer down off two
and cruised from there.”

In qualifying, Craig just missed
out on the track record to claim his
first career PASS quick qualifying
time with a speed of 97.853 miles
per hour.  Following the top 10

qualifiers redraw, Craig would start
third, while Davis and Tanner Thor-
son moved to the front row.

At the drop of the green flag,
Davis jumped to the lead over
Craig, while Thorson and Noles
struggled in the outside groove.
The car on the move in the early
going was PASS South points
leader, Bradley McCaskill.  After
starting 10th, McCaskill moved by
Jeff Batten for fifth just five laps into
the race.  On lap 16, Craig was
able to make the move on a falter-
ing Davis for the lead.  By lap 34,
Davis would pull into the pits with
distributor problems, losing many
laps in the process.

The first caution of the race
would not wave until lap 97 when
Dave Farrington, Jr. appeared to
drop fluid on the track causing Bat-
ten and Preston Peltier to spin in
turn one.  Just five laps later, Bat-
tenʼs day would come to an end
after serious contact with JP Josi-
asse sent both cars hard into the
outside wall in turn one.

On the restart, Noles would take
the lead from Craig entering turn
one, but before the lap was com-
plete, Craig had retaken the lead
down the back straightaway.  At this
time a furious battle was taking
place between McCaskill, Thorson,
and Sarah Cornett-Ching for fifth.

Cornett-Ching made an aggressive
move around both drivers with 17
laps to go to take fifth, before Mc-
Caskill would spin from contention
seven laps later.  

Craig led the rest of the way to
take the win over Peltier, Noles,
Tate Fogleman, and Thorson.
Rounding out the top ten were Cor-
nett-Ching, Kodie Conner, Tyler
Church, Eddie Fatscher, and Mc-
Caskill.  With her sixth place finish,
Cornett-Ching equals Tayla Or-
leans and Kenzie Ruston as the
highest finishing female driver in
PASS history.

Lee Pulliam survived a furious
race, taking the lead when Tommy
Lemons, Jr was sidelined with a
mechanical problem late in the
going, to take the win in the 150
lapper for the NASCAR Late Model

Stocks.  Mason Diaz finished sec-
ond, over Justin Johnson, Tyler
Hughes, and Rusty Daniels.

The PASS National Champi-
onship Super Late Models will be in
action again, along with the South-
ern Modified Racing Series Tour
Modifieds, as part of the 10th Run-
ning of the Orange Blossom Spe-
cial on Saturday night, March 25 at
Orange County Speedway in
Rougemont, NC.

The PASS race winner will also
receive a guaranteed starting spot
for the $25,000 to win, 44th Annual
Oxford 250 at Oxford Plains
Speedway in August.  Entry forms
are currently available at ProAll-
StarsSeries.com.  Be sure to “Like”
the Pro All Stars Series on Face-
book or follow us on Twitter at
@PASSSLM14.
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Craig Dominates Southern
National For 2nd Career

PASS South Victory

Matt Craig celebrates his second career PASS South victory with
his win over Spencer Davis at Southern National Motorsports
Park. (LWpictures.com photo)



SALEM, IN -
Champion Racing As-
sociation Powered by
JEGS officials have
announced that
COMP Cams has
agreed to return as a
sponsor of CRA for
the upcoming 2017
race season. 2017 will
be the eighth consec-
utive season that
COMP Cams has
been a supporter of

CRAʼs ARCA/CRA Super Series
Powered by JEGS, the Voreʼs
Welding CRA Late Model Sports-
man Series Powered by JEGS and
the Lawrence Towing CRA Street
Stocks Powered by JEGS. 

COMP Cams will award the
fourth and eighth finishers of each
series event with $50 Product Cer-
tificates. COMP Cams will also
award the fourth and eighth finish-
ers in each series final 2017 points
with $200 Product Certificates at
the 2017 CRA Awards Banquet. 

“We greatly appreciate COMP
Cams returning to sponsor CRA
again in 2017,” remarked Glenn
Luckett, Managing Partner of CRA.
“Itʼs great to have a company with
the name recognition and products

that COMP Cams produces, sup-
porting our racers!” 

For more than 35 years, the
COMP Cams mission has never
changed: to produce the highest-
performing products possible, pro-
vide customers with superior
service, and to lead the industry in
technological development. While
the COMP Performance Group has
grown to multiple companies and
hundreds of employees, we still re-
tain the competitive spirit and de-
sire to be the very best that has
positioned COMP Cams as the ab-
solute leader in valve train compo-
nents.

Choosing a camshaft and valve
train products isnʼt like buying an oil
filter. Everything in your valve train
is part of a complex interlocking
system that needs to perform well
as a combination. Thatʼs why we
provide expert technical assistance
to our customers –free of charge.
Our staff of expert technical advi-
sors, backed by a vast inventory of
precision-manufactured valve train
components -will help you to make
sure that you have the right parts
for your application

COMP Cams competitive drive,
superior engineering, and cutting-
edge technology has helped us to

produce more champions than any
other camshaft manufacturer. We
work with the best teams in circle
track, drag racing, road race and
off-road racing. Whether you're
looking for horsepower, reliability,
or gas mileage, COMP Cams has
the products that will deliver. More
information on COMP Cams is
available at
www.compcams.com.    

More information on all the CRA
Series is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com.

CRA and SSS Officials
Release Entry Forms
for Nashville Event in

April
SALEM, IN and PENSACOLA,

FL - Officials from the ARCA/CRA
Super Series Powered by JEGS
and the Southern Super Series
Presented by Sunoco have re-
leased their entry forms for the
North/South Super Late Model
Challenge 100 Presented by Team
Construction that will take place at
Fairgrounds Speedway Nashville
on April 7th & 8th. Teams running
for points with the ARCA/CRA
Super Series or that reside North of
Nashville should enter with the
entry form from the ARCA/CRA
Super Series. Teams running for
points with the Southern Super Se-
ries or that reside South of

Nashville should enter with the
entry form from the Southern Super
Series.

The North/South Super Late
Model Challenge 100 Presented by
Team Construction will consist of a
three hour optional open practice
on Friday, April 7th. There will be
another hour of practice on Satur-
day, April 8th, followed by qualify-
ing, a Last Chance race if needed,
and then the North/South Super
Late Model Challenge 100 Pre-
sented by Team Construction
which will consist of a field of 32
cars that will pay $5000 to win and
a coveted Nashville Guitar Trophy
for the winner. The ARCA Racing
Series Presented by Menards will
also be in action on Saturday with a
200 lap event after the North/South
Super Late Model Challenge 100.

For more information on the
ARCA/CRA Super Series, including
the ARCA/CRA Super Series
Nashville entry form, visit www.cra-
racing.com. For more information
on the Southern Super Series, in-
cluding the Southern Super Series
Nashville entry form, visit
www.southernsuperseries.com.

Track Enterprise has discount
presale tickets on sale for the
event. For event ticket information,
contact Track Enterprises at 217-
764-3200 or at 651-254-1986 or
visit their web site at www.tracken-
terprises.com.

AR
CA

/C
RA

Su
pe

r S
er

ie
s

COMP Cams Returns to
Sponsor CRA for 2017 Season

MOORESVILLE,
NC - The third season
of the CARS Tour kicks
off on March 11, and
the series has an-
nounced a new offer
on tickets in hopes of
bringing in more fami-
lies to the young se-
ries.

During the 2016
season, tickets for any
children between 7

and 12 years old could cost up to
$10, while any child under 6 years
old could receive free admission.
For the 2017 season, any child 12
years old or younger will be able to
get into several CARS Tour races
free, starting with the season-open-
ing Circle Track Warehouse 200.
The U.S. Nationals at Bristol —
along with the first race at Hickory
and South Boston — will have a dif-
ferent ticket policy that will be an-
nounced later.

The series also announced that

flex ticket packages can be pur-
chased by fans. These packages
consists of 11 CARS Tour events at
a price of $195, which would save
the average season-ticket holder
$25, and can be used at any race
with the exception of Bristol. Addi-
tional promotional events, including
family four-packs, will also be an-
nounced before each race.

"The CARS Tour already pro-
vides a family-friendly, entertaining
show from the drop of the green
flag to the last checker in under
three hours," said Jack McNelly,
owner of the CARS Tour.  "We are
very excited about the future of our
series and the fan friendly initia-
tives the CARS Tour will be bring-
ing to the 2017 season."  

The announcement by the
CARS Tour follows a growing trend
of major sporting leagues market-
ing to families. In 2016, NASCAR
announced a similar policy allowing
free admission to all children under
13 for any Xfinity or Camping World

Truck race of their choice beginning
in 2017. Many professional sports
teams also hold special promo-
tional events that cater to families
— including family nights or movie-
themed nights for "Star Wars,"
"Harry Potter" and other franchises.

Concord Speedway has been
with the CARS Tour since its incep-
tion, but 2017 marks the first time
the historic racetrack has opened
the season for the series. Built in
1982, the track has hosted the de-
funct ASA National Tour, Whelen
Southern Modified Tour and 16
races for the predecessor to the
CARS Tour — the Hooters Pro Cup
Series. Canadian Raphael Lessard

took home the checkered flag in
the Super Late Model Tour in 2016,
while Josh Berry scored his sixth
career Late Model Stock Car Tour
victory at the track last season.

For more information on the
CARS Late Model Stock Tour and
the CARS Super Late Model Tour,
visit www.carsracingtour.com. Be
sure to stay active and social with
the tour by liking “CARS Tour” on
Facebook, following @CARSTour
on Twitter, and scrolling through
photos on Instagram @car_tour.
Additional series information can
be obtained by calling the CARS
Tour series office, located in
Mooresville, N.C., at 704.662.9212.CA
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Phoenix Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ -

Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
star Kevin Harvick is
scheduled to appear
at Phoenix Racewayʼs
Budweiser ROLL-BAR
Club for a moderated
question and answer
session before the
Camping World 500
on Sunday, March 19. 

The Budweiser
ROLL-BAR Club, lo-
cated on the west side
of the track behind the
Bobby Allison Grand-
stands, features the

best in live entertainment each day
throughout the entire Camping
World 500 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series weekend at
Phoenix Raceway, as well as ap-
pearances by some of NASCARʼs
top personalities.

Driver of the No. 4 Busch Ford,
Harvick captured the checkered
flag at the 2016 Good Sam 500,
edging out Carl Edwards in the
closest finish in the trackʼs 53-year
history. Harvickʼs eight wins on the
oval at Phoenix Raceway are the
most in NASCARʼs elite series at
the facility. As the winner of the
spring Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series race in the desert each
of the last three years, Harvick will
look to be #WinningSpringBreak
with a new manufacturer this sea-
son. 

Overall, Harvick is a 13-time
winner in Phoenix, with eight Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
wins, four victories in the NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series and
one race win in the NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series. His 13 wins are sec-
ond-most ever at the track across
all competitions, trailing only Ken
Schrader, who won 15 races
across four series at Phoenix
Raceway.

Additional drivers appearing at
the Budweiser ROLL-BAR Club will
be announced leading up to the
race. Single-day tickets to the Bud-
weiser ROLL-BAR Club are avail-
able for $169 on Sunday, March
19. The additional purchase of a
grandstand ticket is still required for
track admission. The experience at
the Budweiser ROLL-BAR Club in-
cludes the following amenities: El
Sol Pre-Race Pit Access (On the
day the pass is valid; Does not pro-
vide access to Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series Garage),
NASCAR driver and personality ap-
pearances, catered meals and
drink vouchers, commemorative
souvenir, preferred parking pass,

live entertainment, gaming area in-
cluding air hockey and corn hole
bean bag toss and closed circuit
race coverage.

Tickets to all events throughout
Camping World 500 Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series week-
end at Phoenix Raceway are
available online at PhoenixRace-
way.com, by phone at 1-866-408-
RACE (7223) or in person at the
Phoenix Raceway ticket office.

Since 1964, Phoenix Raceway
has been the premier motorsports
venue in the Southwest. Founded
as an open-wheel racing mecca,
Phoenix Raceway is proud to once
again host the Phoenix Grand Prix
Verizon IndyCar Series race under
the lights on April 29. Phoenix is the
only track in the West to feature two
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries weekends a year, beginning
with the Camping World 500 race
weekend in March 17-19. The
schedule is anchored by the up-
coming Can-Am 500 race weekend
on Nov. 10-12, the semifinal race in
NASCARʼs Playoffs after which the
field is reduced to the final four
championship contenders. For
more information, visit
www.PhoenixRaceway.com.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Talladega Su-

perspeedwayʼs popular “Two for
$88” Dale Jr. ticket package is back
for the May 7 GEICO 500 Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series race
in celebration of Dale Earn-
hardt Jr.ʼs return to the driverʼs seat
this past week for the Daytona 500.

Earnhardt Jr., a six-time winner
at Talladega, including the

2015 GEICO 500, made his home-
coming to the sport after being
sidelined for the second half
of 2016 due to medical rea-
sons. While in Daytona for Speed-
weeks, he showed he was in tip-top
form, first capturing a front-row
starting spot for the Daytona 500,
then dominating his Duel qualifying
race, and on Sunday, leading eight
laps in the 500. He was in a great
position to go for the win, but while
running fourth on lap 104, got
caught up in an accident that hap-
pened directly in front of him.  

The Talladega “Two for $88”
Dale Jr. ticket package offers fans
a $42 savings off the regular price
for two Lincoln Grandstand tickets
to the May 7 GEICO 500 – where
the winner is all but guaranteed a
spot in the 2017 Playoffs for the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries title. The offer is for a limited
time only. For more information,
visit www.talladegasuperspeed-
way.com/dalejr.

“Itʼs going to be a fun season
and weʼve got pretty high spirits,”
Earnhardt Jr. said after being taken
out Sunday. “This was not the re-
sult we wanted today, but itʼs been
a great week. Everybody was look-
ing forward to getting back to the
race track. It meant a lot to me. And
Iʼm just sorry we werenʼt able to de-
liver a better result today for all our
fans and everybody that was look-
ing forward to today.”

“Dale Jr. will get another shot to
go to Gatorade Victory Lane here
at our place on May 7,” said Tal-
ladega Superspeedway Chairman
Grant Lynch. “To help celebrate his
return we are excited to offer

our fans the ʻTwo for $88' package.
It has almost become as popular
here as Dale Jr. himself. It offers
two great seats in our Lincoln
Grandstand at an amazing value.
Dale Jr. is a fan favorite here and
he calls Talladega Superspeedway
his second home. The diehard fans
of ʻEarnhardt Countryʼ will not want
to miss the No. 88 teamʼs return at
the biggest and baddest race track
on the planet with Dale behind the
wheel. He will be hungrier than
ever for a victory in the GEICO
500.”

Dale Jr. is the only driver in his-
tory to win four consecutive Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
events at NASCARʼs Most Com-
petitive track, Talladega Super-
speedway (2001-03), and trails
only his Dad – Dale Earnhardt Sr.,
who has 10 Talladega Cup tri-
umphs – at the 2.66-mile mammoth
venue.

In addition to the “Two for $88”
ticket package, Talladega Super-
speedway is offering up additional
great savings for the whole spring
event weekend, May 5 – 7, which
includes the General Tire
200 ARCA Racing Series Pre-
sented by Menards race (Friday,
May 5) and the Sparks Energy
300 NASCAR XFINITY Series
event (Saturday, May 6). By pur-
chasing a ticket to the GEICO 500,
fans gain free admission to the tra-
ditional Saturday Night Infield Con-
cert featuring the iconic Charlie
Daniels Band.

For more ticket information on all
three days of activities, log on
to www.talladegasuperspeedway.c
om or call 1-877-Go2-DEGA.

On
Tr
ac
k



KILGORE, TX -
There is a crater
wrapped around turns
one and two of LoneS-
tar Speedway - now a
reinvented third-mile
dirt course. Shortened
from a 3/8-mile oval
since the last time the
World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Sprint
Car Series visited

there in 2010, the "Greatest Show
on Dirt" competed on the equally as
fast bullring Friday night for the first
time at the new length. Wheel-to-
wheel with 23 other cars, Donny
Schatz avoided the expected dan-
gers of short-track racing and took
the checkered flag without a hitch.

Schatz led all 35 laps in his vic-
tory, taking home not only the tro-
phy but also a gold-toned Limited
Edition Craftsman wrench set for
the company's 90th anniversary.
Though Schatz established his
dominance throughout the program
- setting the night's quick-time, and
winning his heat and the Craftsman
Club Dash - it did not come as eas-
ily as it seemed on paper. From an
assumingly unlikely challenger - in
terms of their resumes - the eight-
time series champion was chal-
lenged by Kevin Gobrecht Rookie
of the Year contender Sheldon
Haudenschild throughout the night.

"[Sheldon] was there from the
start and did everything he needed
to do," Schatz said. "It's an experi-
ence thing. Obviously he is a good,
young driver. He's got a bright fu-
ture ahead of him. But we try not to
focus on what someone else is
doing. We have to focus on our
own stuff to try to stay ahead of
these young guys."

Haudenschild, 23, was less than
a tenth of a second off Schatz's
quick-time, and he also won his
way into the dash. The two started
on the front row of the feature,
where the son of the "Wild Child"
Jac Haudenschild would have his
chance to make his own name in
the series. He wasted no time.

"I had a good starting spot, but it
was just difficult to pass," Hauden-
schild said. "I tried to make it hap-
pen early when I slid [Donny] twice,
but just didn't have the speed in the
corners to do it. I just need to be
there in the end. I'm happy with the
performance. To get a good run
early in the season is a confidence-

booster, and we'll try to carry that
momentum. I know I have a really
great car and crew. Getting in these
dashes is a big part of it."

Haudenschild, starting to the
right of Schatz's No. 15 Tony Stew-
art-Curb/Agajanian Racing ma-
chine, dipped under him once the
green flag dropped. He challenged
Schatz on the bottom, but the top
proved to be the quickest route to
shutting down Haudenschild's ad-
vances. Schatz and Haudenschild
tangoed briefly, but the defending
champion quickly opened-up his
lead to a 1.345-second margin.

Thereon, Haudenschild was
sandwiched in-between two drivers
that have wins in 2017 - Schatz and
2016 Knoxville Nationals Cham-
pion Jason Johnson. Hauden-
schild's No. 93 Southern Pacific
Farms/ Rico Abreu Racing car es-
caped Johnson's challenge for sec-
ond with 20 laps remaining.
Haudenschild distanced himself
from Johnson, gaining more than a
one-second advantage over his
No. 41 Priority Aviation/ Mesilla Val-
ley Transportation racecar.

The race's first caution five laps
later regrouped the field; Johnson
took advantage. Barreling out of
turn four, Johnson overtook Hau-
denschild. By this time, the top-five
was all series regulars - Schatz,
Johnson, Haudenschild, Brad
Sweet and David Gravel respec-
tively. Through two more cautions
in the feature, Johnson managed to
close the gap between him and
Schatz to as narrow as a .733-sec-
ond margin. He could not capital-
ize.

"You're racing the best guy in the
business (Schatz)," Johnson said.
"He's not going to make any mis-
takes. Those guys are clicking and
doing a great job. But my guys
have done a great job making
great, consistent Maxim cars, and
we communicated over the winter
with Paul Kistler about the motors
we had success with in 2016. We
have great communication, and I'm
in the best physical shape in my life
as far as racing. Mentally, I'm in a
great position because of the Jason
Johnson Racing- Marshall Racing
merger."

Rain Postpones
Gator Motorplex

WILLIS, TX - Precipitation
throughout the area forced

the World of Outlaws Craftsman®
Sprint Car Series to postpone the
Gator Outlaw Bash at Gator Motor-
plex. The Outlaws' debut at the
quarter-mile course will be moved
to Thursday, April 13.

Fans were set to experience a
full night of winged-sprint action.
Joining the World of Outlaws' high-
powered 410-sprints was the
Southern United Sprints, which are
powered by a 305 engine. A
$10,000-to-win purse was up for
grabs for the Outlaws.

All tickets for the March 4 race
will be honored for the rescheduled
date. For more information,
visit slspromotions.com or call
(815) 344-2023.

The World of Outlaws Sprint Car
Series' Kick-Off Tour will resume
with the FVP Outlaw Showdown
from Thursday, March 9 to Friday,
March 10 at The Dirt Track at Las
Vegas. For tickets, visit dirtcar.tick-
etforce.com. For LIVE coverage
from The Dirt Track at Las Vegas,
visit dirtvision.com.
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Sheldon Haudenschild Records First
Podium Finish in Rookie Season

Donny Schatz out-dueled his fellow competitors to win at the
newly redesigned Lone Star Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



CONCORD, NC -
The World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late
Model Series is mak-
ing changes to two
dates for the 2017
season. The original
schedule consisting of
53-features will show
a change to the loca-
tion of the upcoming

race in Mississippi and add one
more track to the checklist by ex-
panding the Series trek through Illi-
nois in July.

The Series will be visiting
Whynot Speedway in Meridian,
Miss. on March 24 in place of the
previously scheduled Columbus
Speedway which will be removed
from the 2017 schedule due to con-
tract issues.

"We hate that we could not get
the contract done with Rod and the
Nichols family at Columbus, but we
are very fortunate that Rodney took
the event at Whynot Speedway on
short notice," said Tim Christman,
Late Model Series Director.

Whynot has appeared on the
Series schedule before, but the
race was ultimately cancelled due
to rain.

The Series is excited for the

chance to return to the 3/10-mile,
80 ft.-wide progressively banked
clay oval for the 2017 racing sea-
son.

"We got the call from Tim Christ-
man, and we are excited to be able
to keep the race in Mississippi and
not let the Mississippi Super Late
Model fans down," said Whynot
Speedway owner Rodney Wing. 

"We've had a lot of Late Model
races but haven't ever had the
World of Outlaws here. It's an
honor for our track to host a World
of Outlaws event. We are really
looking forward to giving it a shot."

The Series will also be visiting
Fayette County Speedway in
Brownstown, Ill. for the first time
ever on Wednesday, July 26 for an
$8,000-to-win event before travel-
ing across the state to Fairbury, Ill.
for the Prairie Dirt Classic, a two-
day show at Fairbury American Le-
gion Speedway on July 28-29.

As the events approach, ticket-
ing information will be posted to the
series website at
www.WoOLMS.com as well as
each tracks respective websites:
Whynot Speedway at www.whynot-
motorsportspark.com/ and Fayette
County Speedway at www.fayette-
cospeedway.com/.
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Craftsman Late Model
Series Announces
Schedule Changes CONCORD, NC -

Starting with the first
events of 2017, any
participants of a DIRT-
car-sanctioned event
will be required to hold
a DIRTcar Racing
membership. Any divi-
sion without a 100
percent membership
participation will be at
risk of violating the
sanction agreement

and suspension of the sanction by
DIRTcar Racing. 

A one-week temporary member-
ship (for the traveling racer) will be
accepted provided the driver com-
pletes the full application. However,
temporary one-week memberships
do not qualify for insurance and ap-
peal benefits provided to full DIRT-
car members. 

The practice of a mandatory
membership is common in sports,
including motorsports, creating a
mutually beneficial relationship be-
tween the drivers and the point
fund, rule book, official decisions
and appeals. 

DIRTcar members participate in
state, regional and national divi-
sional point funds for drivers and
tracks; where in 2016, over
$550,000.00 was distributed to
members. Members also receive

discounted entry fees and/or dis-
counted pit entry fees at selected
events.

One benefit that every driver
hopes never to take advantage of
is the $50,000 DIRTcar Member
Benefit Supplemental Participant
Accident Policy over a track sup-
plied deductible of $15,000. 

Boom Briggs, a Late Model
Driver and DIRTcar Racing Mem-
ber sustained an injury during the
2016 season that sidelined him for
more than two months. A recent
DirtonDirt.com article highlighted
the benefits he received from his
DIRTcar membership, and how
happy he was to have had them. 

"I got a check for $3,200 a cou-
ple weeks ago from [World Racing
Group's] insurance company," said
Briggs to DirtonDirt.com. "Thank-
fully my wife had good [health] in-
surance I'm under, but [the
insurance from World Racing
Group] took every out-of-pocket ex-
pense I had and paid it. They cov-
ered all my deductibles, all my
co-pays, the emergency room, my
therapies, I've had to pay zero
[overall] because of that. I want that
mentioned because I'm very, very
thankful for that." 

To find out how to become a
DIRTcar Racing member, visit
www.DIRTcarMembers.com.

TRINITY, NC -
With a NASCAR ca-
reer spanning over 30
years, including two
championships and
wins in all three of
NASCAR's national
touring series, Bobby
Labonte has the expe-
rience and knowledge
of a highly select
group in the sport. He
is now joining the

team and contributing his expertise
and insights on the popular FS1 tel-
evision program, NASCAR RACE
HUB and NASCAR RACE HUB
WEEKEND EDITION.

Labonte will frequently join Race
Hub hosts, current and former driv-
ers and crew chiefs providing in-
depth analysis of the Monster
Energy Cup Series, Xfinity Series

and Camping World Truck Series.
Labonte is a former champion of
both the Monster Energy Cup and
Xfinity Series.

"Over the past several years,
I've enjoyed sharing my thoughts
analysis on different television and
digital programs," said Labonte.
"Now, it's pretty cool to have the op-
portunity to join the team at FS1
and 'RACE HUB'.  To share my in-
sight about the sport I love is some-
thing I am very proud to be able to
do and look forward to."

Bobby Labonte alongside
Richard Petty (pictured right) pro-
viding analysis on NASCAR Race
Hub

FS1's NASCAR RACE HUB ,
NASCAR's most-watched daily
news and update show, which en-
joyed a 7% total viewership in-
crease in 2016 vs. 2015, airs

Monday through Thursdays at 6:00
PM ET and is hosted by Adam
Alexander and Shannon Spake.
On the weekends, the show contin-
ues with NASCAR RACE HUB
WEEKEND EDITION, hosted by
John Roberts.

Petty's Garage Offers
Remote Engine Tuning

LEVEL CROSS, NC - Petty's
Garage is now offering remote en-
gine tuning services for Dodge,
Chrysler, Jeep and Ram vehicles.
The high performance shop owned
by "The King" Richard Petty is
highly experienced and trusted in
engine tuning, having tuned thou-
sands of vehicles. Tuning is led by
industry leaders Chris Gardner and
Matt Glad who recently joined
Petty's Garage.

"The addition of Chris and Matt
have allowed us to give our cus-
tomers more options to customize
their high performance vehicles
under the hood," said Russ Stell-
fox, Chief Executive Officer, Petty's

Garage. "Offering remote tuning for
Dodge, Chrysler, Jeep and Ram
vehicles is only the start as we con-
tinue to grow and expand."

Petty's Garage will give cus-
tomers only the best high perform-
ance options. Using DiabloSport
and SCT programmers along with
direct flash capabilities, you know
that your engine tuning and cali-
bration is the best available in the
country. NAG1 TCM tuning is also
available.

Tuning is now available for
model years 2006-2016 and op-
tions for 2017.  To request a Petty's
Garage remote engine tune, cus-
tomers can fill out a form found on
the Petty's Garage websites.

Engine Tuning Request Form:
http://pettys-garage.com/if-4265-
c h r y s l e r - d o d g e - j e e p -
calibration.html 

For more information about
Petty's Garage, and to learn more
about tuning and performance work
at Petty's Garage, please visit
www.pettys-garage.com or call
336-498-3745.
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PEORIA, AZ -
Starting off the 2017
season on the right
foot, Arizona's Bob
Ream, Jr. picked off
his eight career victory
with the Carlyle Tools
ASCS Southwest Re-
gion; winning the sea-
son opening event at
Canyon Speedway
Park in Peoria, Ariz.
on Saturday, March 4,

2017.
Coming from third to get the vic-

tory, Ream's No. 8 was chased to
the line by J.T. Imperial with Colton
Hardy taking the bronze podium
step. Lance Norick from seventh
came up to finish fourth with de-
fending series champion, Rick
Ziehl, finishing out the top-five.

The Wofford family made up the
next two positions with Lorne Wof-
ford edging out his son, Wes Wof-
ford. Looking to contend for Rookie
of the Year honors in 2017, Josh
Shipley was eighth with Darrell
Sickles and Steve Stone make up
the final positions in the top-ten.

The Carlyle Tools ASCS South-
west Region returns to competition
on Saturday, March 11 with the
season's first stop at the Arizona
Speedway in Queen Creek, Ariz.

For continued updates on the

Carlyle Tools ASCS Southwest Re-
gion, log onto http://www.ascsrac-
ing.com.

Lake Ozark Speedway
Returns to ASCS

Warrior Lineup in 2017
TULSA, OK - Exciting news for

race fans in Missouri broke earlier
this year when it was announced
that Lake Ozark Speedway in
Eldon, Mo. would resume operation
in 2017. Dormant since 2012, the
track will feature weekly racing as
well as several special events,
which includes four nights of com-
petition with the Speedway Motors
ASCS Warrior Region presented
by Impact Signs, Awnings, and
Wraps.

The first date for the ASCS War-
riors at the Eldon, Mo. oval is June
24, which pairs with the series
debut at Heartland Park Topeka the
day before.

Joining the Red, White, and Blue
Weekend, action returns on July 1
with Double X Speedway the fol-
lowing night. The final appearance
of the season will be September
16, just ahead of the season finale
at the Hockett/McMillin Memorial at
Lucas Oil Speedway the following
weekend.

At this time, any updates on the

track can be found at www.face-
book.com/lakeozarkspeedway/.

The 2017 lineup of events for
the Speedway Motors ASCS War-
rior Region presented by Impact
Signs, Awnings, and Wraps kicks
off on March 26 with a showdown
between the Lucas Oil ASCS Na-
tional Tour presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network at the
"Historic Half-Mile"
Missouri State Fair
Speedway in Sedalia.

The 2017 season
represents the 26th
year of sanctioning
Sprint Car racing

across the United States for the
American Sprint Car Series. From
the National Tour, to the seven re-
gional tours that make up the
ASCS Nation, over 150 races can
be found at 75 tracks across 23
states.

For continued updates on the
American Sprint Car Series log
onto www.ascsracing.com.
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s Bob Ream, Jr. Begins 2017

Season With Victory At
Canyon Speedway Park

Bob Ream Jr. (center) celebrates his first win of the season over sec-
ond place finisher J.T. Imperial (right) and third place finisher Colton
Hardy (left). (Ben Thrasher/LOACSC photo)

GASTONIA, NC -
The Skyler Trull family
and Carolina Speed-
way have always
given dirt race fans in
the piedmont of North
and South Carolina a
first-class racing expe-
rience to kick-off the
racing season in the
area. This most presti-

gious racing event is only a week
away as once again Carolina
Speedway's season opener will be
the 17th Annual Carolina Clash
Skyler Trull Memorial on March 9-
11, 2017

"This is a special weekend every
year," said Carolina Speedway's
Bruce Arrants. "This is much more
than a race and it has turned into a

huge event that we are very proud
to host."

The event held in the honor of
Skyler Trull each March has be-
come a fixture in the southeast
over the last decade. Skylar's fa-
ther Larry is a crew member and
cousin of veteran racer Doug
Sanders. Sanders' car carries the
colors of the event each year.
Skyler Trull was a special little girl
whose family is deeply involved in
dirt racing. When Skyler lost her
battle with Leukemia on March
14th, 2000 she was only 5 years
old. Her family decided a Memorial
race in her honor would be a fitting
tribute to the bright eyed redhead.
The family went to work taking do-
nations from fans and businesses
to make the purse. The first STM

was a $1,200 to win six-car dash.
"We are very honored and proud

to be associated with the Skyler
Trull Memorial", said Mark Huey of
the Carolina Clash. "The Trull fam-
ily has worked very hard to pre-
serve the spirit of Skyler throughout
the racing community and we are
just happy to assist in any way pos-
sible."

The Skyler Trull Memorial has
been a long standing tradition for
the Carolina Clash. As some may
recall the exciting contest between
Randle Chupp and Tim McCreadie
just a few short years ago, along
with the thrilling first career win for
2010 Rookie of the
Year Dean Bowen.
Chris Ferguson is a
three-time STM win-
ner. Ross Bailes cap-
tured the flag in last
year's thriller. Every
Skyler Trull Memorial
has had the same,
unique, and exciting
racing year after year
and this year prom-

ises to be no different.The event
held in the honor of Skyler Trull
each March has become a fixture
in the southeast over the last
decade. Skyler's father Larry is a
crew member and cousin of vet-
eran racer Doug Sanders. Sanders'
car carries the colors of the event
each year. 

"The Skyler Trull race has turned
into such a great show," said Mark
Huey of the Carolina Clash. "It is so
much more than a race; it's a week-
end of fun and events. Huge
crowds turn out for the event and
it's definitely one we circle on the
calendar every year.Car
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Kicks Off With a $5,000
Event at the 17th Annual

Skyler Trull Memorial



Volunteer Speed-
way

BULLS GAP, TN -
Volunteer Speedway
opened the 2017 rac-
ing season Saturday
afternoon under new
management, with
Mitch McCarter and
family assuming oper-
ation of “The Gap” for
the 44th year of racing
on the high banks after
leasing the facility ear-
lier this winter from
longtime owners Joe
and Phyllis Loven. 

With the Mc-
Carters offering a special $5 grand-
stand admission for their first
promoted event at the track, fans
from all around the region were
treated to an exciting five division
racing program which produced
two- and three-wide action. 

In the featured Steel Head Late
Model main event, Dakotah Knuck-
les of Ewing, Va., powered into the
lead on the second lap and never
looked back en route to capturing
his first-ever victory at the track. 

Layne Clifton set fast-time in
qualifying at 13.999 seconds to
earn the pole position for the 25-lap
feature. With Clifton and Knuckles
racing side-by-side on the opening
lap, they crossed the start-finish-
line in a dead-heat. 

But working lap 2 off the second
corner on the high-side, Knuckles
surged ahead of Clifton down the
backstretch and quickly began to
flex his muscles over those in pur-
suit. With Clifton maintaining a firm
grip on the runner-up position, just
behind him Mike Weeks and
Carder Miller, who was competing
at the track for his first time, were
battling for position.

Some think the number “13” to
be unlucky, and chances are the
12-year-old Miller will agree with
that belief. Weeks and Miller were
racing side-by-side into the first
turn on lap 13, with a slower lapped
car directly ahead in their path. 

Contact between Weeks and
Miller sent the youngster spinning
high up against the outside
guardrail between turns one and
two, with fifth-running Bobby Mays
also getting collected in the incident
to bring out the caution. Both Miller
and Mays retired into the pits for
the remainder of the race.

Caution waved once again when
Dale Ball and Greg Estes spun be-
tween turns one and two just after
one circuit had been completed.

Just as he had done from the
start, back under green Knuckles

began to pull out ahead of Clifton to
take control of the race. The 23-
year-old Knuckles captured the
$1,000 victory over Clifton, Weeks,
Arthur and Ruben Mayfield.

Logan Roberson was quickest in
Crate Late Model qualifying at
14.176 seconds to nail down the
pole starting position, but it was
Jensen Ford of Jonesborough who
used his outside front-row starting
berth to grab the lead on the open-
ing lap over Roberson as the field
raced off the second corner down
the backstretch.

Behind Ford a spirited battle for
the second spot involved Roberson
and Rusty Ballenger. Racing into
the first turn on lap 3, Ballenger
made move to inside of Roberson
to grab the position. 

Behind the front-running trio of
Ford, Ballenger and Roberson,
Drew Kennedy, Walker Arthur and
Tim Byrd had fansʼ attention as
they battled for real estate.  Byrd
got around Arthur for the fifth spot
on lap 5 between turns three and
four, and closed right in behind
Kennedy.

With the race running clean-and-
green, lapped traffic began to fac-
tor in as leader Ford caught tail of
the field. Working his way with pre-
cision past the slower cars, Ford
maintained his comfortable advan-
tage over Ballenger.

In a race that ran caution-free for
the 25-lap distance, Ford recorded
the $1,000 victory over Ballenger,
Roberson, Kennedy and Byrd.

Heath Alvey grabbed lead at
start of the 20-lap Sportsman Late
Model feature over Matt Tharp and
Tyler Smith. Just after the opening
lap was completed, caution waved
when Ryan Carey spun between
turns one and two, and then only
three circuits later the yellow came
out again when Terry Stone got
against the outside backstretch
wall.

Back under green off the lap 5
restart Alvey pulled out to an eight
car-length advantage over Tharp,
but the 26-year-old Tharp, from
Luttrell, began chipping away at the
lead. He closed to Alveyʼs back
bumper at the stripe beginning lap
14, and rolling down the back-
stretch into the third turn he made
move on the inside of Alvey to drive
around him for the lead exiting the
fourth turn onto the front straight-
away.

Tharp would not be denied his
first-ever victory (just second start)
at Volunteer Speedway as he
won over Alvey, Smith, Adam
Mitchell and Ray Jarnagin.

Austin Atkins of Morristown led
all 20 laps en route to capturing his
first-ever Modified Street win at
“The Gap.” The 22-year-old cruised
to victory over Wayne Rader,
Charles Bates, Tracy Wolfe and
Tony Reed.

John Stevens of Wallins Creek,
Ky., rolled around the outside of
Tim Stevens between turns one
and two on lap 5 to take the lead in
the 15-lap Classic feature and re-
mained out front to the checkered
flag to win over Tim Stevens, Matt
Tharp, Lee Merritt and Josh Ches-
ney.

Grandview Speedway
Three time Grandview Speed-

way BRC Late Model champion
Shoemakersville, PAʼs Brian Shuey
is teaming up, again this year, with
long time car owner Scott Lee in
search of another NASCAR title to
add to his already impressive re-
sume.

Lee will be providing two MBH
Late Models for Shuey. The team
will make a full time effort at Grand-
view Speedway with the first official
NASCAR point chasing outing
being in the April 1st season
opener at the NASCAR sanctioned
one-third-mile, banked clay oval.

The BRC Late Models will be fea-
tured along with the TP Trailers
NASCAR 358 Modifieds and
Sportsman racers.

In addition the Shuey/Lee com-
bination will head south to partici-
pate in the Mason Dixon Shootout
Series.

Their first outing of the season
will be at Port Royal, PA Speedway
on March 25th.

Primary sponsorship for the
2017 Late Model racing effort will
come from Savage 61 Chrysler,
Dodge, Jeep and Ram dealership
located in Reading, PA along with
Out of Our Minds Art Studio housed
in Macungie, PA. Both businesses
are increasing their support for the
popular race team.

In addition there will be support
from Diamond Game Service,
Reading, PA; RR Games located in
Birdsboro, PA along with Birdsboro
NAPA Auto Parts, Buck Rubs Gen-
tlemenʼs Club of Leesport and
Shankweilerʼs Drive In of Orefield,
PA.

Hershey Race Engines will pro-
vide the power while Penske
Shocks/Dave Reedy return to offer
support. And new this year will be
DMI Machine/Bulldog Rears.

Again this year the Shuey/Lee
Late Model team will be supporting
the Animal Rescue League of
Berks County with their attractive t-
shirts being offered for sale. Half of
the proceeds will go to the charity
that does so much for animals. Last
year the team was able to donate
more than $1000 and this year they
are hoping to make an even larger
contribution.

Grandview Speedway, Bech-
telsville, PA will be holding their an-
nual free-to-the-public practice
session on Saturday, March 25th at
noon and the session is open to all
types of racing vehicles.

Season passes remain available
for $350 and cover all Saturday
night racing events, April through
the Freedom 76 Classic in Sep-
tember. Checks covering the num-
ber of season passes being
ordered should be sent to Grand-
view Speedway, 87 Wilt Road,
Bechtelsville, PA 19505. Please in-
clude a self-addressed postage
paid envelope to speed the return
of the passes.

Grandview Speedway, one of
the most successful NASCAR
weekly short tracks in the nation, is
located on Passmore Road in
Bechtelsville, PA, 10 miles north of
Pottstown on Passmore Road.
Telephone 610.754.7688 for infor-
mation or check in at www.grand-
viewspeedway.com or on
Facebook.
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Dakotah Knuckles of Ewing, Va., captured his first-ever Volunteer
Speedway Steel Head Late Model feature win. (CHAD WELLS
photo)



Stafford
Speedway

S T A F F O R D
SPRINGS, CT - East
Longmeadow, MA na-
tive, Tom Fearn com-
pleted a remarkable
2016 Late Model sea-
son that saw him claim
the track champi-
onship and complete
every lap during the
Late Model season.
Fearn finished all 17
races in the top-10
with 7 wins and was
seen on the podium in
13 feature events.  As
the 2017 season

draws nearer to taking the green
flag, Fearn and the crew of the #92
King Ward Coach Lines Chevrolet
are ready to defend their crown.

“Last year we had a pretty good
season with a lot of podium fin-
ishes,” said Fearn.  “Something
weʼre all really proud of was the
fact that we finished every lap of
the season.  That means a lot for
our reliability and not having any
mechanical issues.  We have a few
ideas that weʼre going try during the
Sizzler practice and see if we can
get the car even faster.  It was great
to win the championship and itʼs
going to be even harder to win it
again.  Weʼre going to give it our
best shot and we have some great
sponsors with King Ward Coach
Lines, SAFCO Foam, and Sarat
Ford that allow us to get whatever
we need for the car.”

Fearn and the #92 team have
been the ones to beat for the last 2
years in the Late Model division,
racking up 17 feature victories in
that span.  Although Fearn won 10
times during the 2015 season, he
had several DNFʼs during the year
that left him second behind Michael
Bennett in the final standings.  After
taking the 2016 season off, Bennett
will return to the Late Model ranks
in 2017 along with a fine mix of vet-
eran and up and coming drivers,
making the task of repeating a tall
one for Fearn. 

“In 2015 we had 10 wins but we
had a couple of DNFʼs that year
and that kept us from winning the
championship,” said Fearn.  “I think
being able to finish every lap dur-
ing last year made the difference
for us.  Weʼre going to try to repeat
that mindset and hopefully the wins
will come for us again this year.
Having more cars is fine with us.
No matter what youʼre going to
have good cars and mediocre cars
and our goal is to be one of the top-
3 cars and have the mindset of win-
ning as many races as we can.  We

have a good car and the setup and
my driving style really match up
well.  Michael Bennett is coming
back this year and Michael Wray
has stepped his game up recently
and with veteran guys like Jim
Mavlouganes, Tom Butler, and
Kevin Gambacorta along with new
guys like Joey Cipriano and Matt
Vassar coming into the division,
there should be plenty of competi-
tion this year.  It should make for
some exciting racing for the fans.  It
seems like the faster that you go,
everyone else works extra hard to
make their cars better and catch up
so we have to keep on working
hard ourselves.  Rowan Pennink
has won a couple of champi-
onships in a row in the SK Modi-
fieds® now and weʼd like to do the
same this year in the Late Model di-
vision.”

One race that will allow Fearn
and the #92 team to pick up some
early season momentum in their
quest for a second consecutive
championship will be the Call Be-
fore You Dig Late Model 50 on Fri-
day, May 12.  The extra distance
event is scheduled to be the third
race of the 2017 season and with
over $10,000 in purse money with
the winner guaranteed $1,811, a
good finish could set a positive tone
for the remainder of the 2017 sea-
son.  Although Fearn is third on the
Stafford All-Time Late Model Win-
ners List with 33 career victories,
he has never taken the checkered
flag in an extra distance race.

“Last year we finished second in
the 50-lapper behind Woody Pitkat,
so weʼre looking to go one spot bet-
ter this year,” said Fearn.  “The
longer races are always a little
tougher on the equipment so if we
can be there in the top-3 at the end,
thatʼs usually a pretty good night.
Weʼll have to get our tire strategy
figured out for that second Friday
night and come up with a setup that
will last for 50 laps.  Sometimes
those longer races can go long
green flag runs and the field can
get spread out and itʼs tough to
make up spots.  Itʼs going to take a
good car and a good crew to win
that race and hopefully we can
come out of the box strong and get
a win.  I donʼt think Iʼve ever won an
extra distance race at Stafford, so
it would be nice to get the first one!
We really appreciate Call Before
You Dig doing their program at
Stafford and getting involved with
the Late Model 50 lapper.”

Fearn and the rest of the Late
Model field will hit the track for the
first time in 2017 during the 46th
Annual NAPA Auto Parts Spring
Sizzler on April 28-30.  Tickets for

the “Greatest Race in the History of
Spring” are on sale now at the
Speedway Box Office.  Tickets are
priced at $40.00 for adult general
admission tickets, $5.00 for chil-
dren ages 6-14, and children ages
5 and under are admitted free of
charge when accompanied by an
adult.  Reserved seating is priced
at $42.00 for all ages.  As always,
Stafford Motor Speedway offers
free parking with overnight parking
available.  All tickets are good for
both Saturday and Sunday admis-
sion.  All ticket prices include 10%
CT Admission Tax.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SRPINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway and 811 Call
Before You Dig will partner to pres-
ent the Late Model 50 on Friday,
May 12th behind one of the
strongest Late Model purses in re-
cent memory.  The 50-lap special
event will guarantee $1,811 for the
winner and $10,341 in total purse.  

“Stafford Speedwayʼs focus has
always been and will continue to be
the weekly racers,” explained
Stafford General Manager Mark
Arute.  

“Each year we have increased
the total purse on the Late Model
50 and this year, through our part-
nership with Derek Brown and Call
Before You Dig, we are able to get
the total purse over $10,000.”

CBYD is entering its 10th year of
partnership with Stafford Speed-
way.  For the last 5 years CBYD
has sponsored the 811 Challenge,
an annual bonus of $811 for 5 driv-
ers who are closest to 811 points
on August 11th.  That tradition will
continue in 2017, culminating on
8/11. 

“As weʼve continued our rela-
tionship with Stafford Motor Speed-
way, weʼve always looked for new
and innovative ways to be able to
promote 811 as well offering new
prizes for a wide variety of drivers,”
explained Derek Brown, Vice Pres-
ident of Damage Prevention and
Education at Call Before You Dig.
“Weʼve been associated with the
SK Modified® division for the past
7 seasons and we told Lisa and
Mark that we were on board once
again to do the contingency pro-
gram but that we were also open to
any new ideas they might have on
how to distribute the bonus money.
They came up with the idea to
sponsor the 50-lap Late Model race
and we thought that would be an
excellent way to continue to pro-
mote CBYDʼs 811 number.  This
race is early in the year and itʼs
great for us to be a part of the Late
Model Revival!”

The Stafford Speedway Late
Model division is seeing a resur-
gence to top form with new drivers
and a strong group of veterans
preparing to mix it up for the 2017
title.  Tom Fearn, Tom Butler, and
Michael Bennett highlight the list of
veterans returning for the 2017
season while Michael Wray, Josh
Wood, and Joey Cipriano along
with newcomers Paul Arute, Darrell
Keane, and Matt Vassar represent
a few of the young faces in the
field.  With a weekly field of nearly
20 Late Models are expected, 2017
will be an exciting season in the
Late Model ranks.   

The $1,811 to win Call Before
You Dig Late Model 50 on Friday
May 12th adds to a growing list of
special events for Stafford Speed-
wayʼs weekly divisions.
“Bigger events and more prize
money for the weekly competitors,
that is what we are striving for,” ex-
plained Stafford General Manager
Mark Arute.  “We introduced the
NAPA SK 5k a few years back and
announced the new Dunleavyʼs
Modifiedz Night earlier this year.
Drivers have responded well to
both events and we are working to
make sure every weekly division at
Stafford is put in the spotlight.”

Last year CBYD launched a new
ticket management system for con-
tractors and home owners alike.
The new system utilizes the latest
technology to improve the effi-
ciency and user friendliness.
CBYD still maintains a call center
to take 811 phone calls, but the pre-
ferred contact method is through
the www.cbyd.com website. Fea-
tures of the site include a re-engi-
neered ticket format, ability for
mobile ticket entry for iPhone,
tablets, or other mobile devices, the
ability for the user to draw on a map
showing the proposed work area,
and a confirmation method that will
be emailed to the user for docu-
mentation of their mark out request.
Once a user has become regis-
tered, that unique user will have a
username and password and the
system will retain your data to pre-
populate information and expedite
any subsequent ticket requests in
the future. 

Anyone who has registered for
E-Tickets will have the ability to
search for previous tickets. There
are also many help tools to make
the process as easy as possible.
For more information, please
visit www.cbyd.com.

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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Hickory Motor
Speedway

Clear skies and
great racing greeted
fans as Hickory Motor
Speedway opened its
66th season Saturday
with the running of the
Cosmo Motors Spring
Classic season
opener.  

First up would be
the NASCAR Whelen
All American Series
Bojangles Late Models
running the first of their
twin 50 lap features of
the night. The #76 of

Ryan Millington would start from
the pole after setting the fast time
in qualifying but the #5 of Cole
Glasson wasnʼt far behind starting
second. Charlie Watson in the #9
and Jake Ruggles in the #29 would
make up row 2 for the start. Milling-
ton would take the early lead in his
attempt to repeat season opening
wins, after taking the 2016 season
opener at The Birthplace of the
NASCAR Stars. Glasson and Wat-
son would both challenge for the
win but Millington would prove to
be too strong and take the POW-
MIA Freedom Car to victory lane.
Watson would move up to grab the
2nd position with Glasson finishing
3rd. Andrew Garcia in the #12
would bring home a hard fought 4th
place finish as would Jake Ruggles
securing another top 5 finish.

Next up the fans would see the
Cosmo Motors Street Stocks and
their 35 lap feature. Kevin Eby in
the #03 would lead the field to
green with Cody DeMarmels in the
#18 to his outside. Eby would jump
to the early lead but DeMarmels
would stay within striking distance.
The pair would run much of the
race side by side with Mark Whitten
in the #77 working his way into
striking distance. After the hard
fought side by side battle Eby
would finally nose ahead and take
the checkered flag for the win. De-
Marmels would finish 2nd with
Whitten 3rd. Eric Evans in the #07
and Marshall Sutton in the #64
would round out the top 5.

The Paramount Auto Group Lim-
ited Late Models would roll off next
in their 50 lap feature and Round
#1 of the Paramount Kia Chal-
lenge. Jeremy Pelfrey in the #51
would start from the pole with Mitch
Walker in the #29 to his outside.
Dillon Houser in the #11 and Matt
Elledge in the #99 would make up
row 2. Pelfrey would grab the early
lead with Walker close in tow. The
battle behind the front duo would

stay interesting as Houser and
Elledge would mix it up with Monty
Cox in the #21, Pat Rachels in the
#34, and Alex Reece in the #18.
Pelfrey would drive on to take the
win and continue on his hot streak
of 2016 when he would win the
most races in the Paramount Auto
Group Limited Late Models. Walker
would keep Pelfrey close but would
have to settle for 2nd with Rachels
charging up to 3rd. Reece and Cox
would round out the top 5.

The Super Trucks would hit the
track next with 2015 Super Trucks
champion Tyler Dayton in #36 lead-
ing the field to the green and Joey
Shuryan in the #30 to his outside.
Dayton would jump to the point with
the battle for second raging be-
tween Shuryan, 2016 Super Trucks
champ Sheflon Clay in the #15,
Charlie Neill in the #26, and Allen
Huffman in the #51. Dayton would
hold on and prove to tough for the
field and take his first win of 2017.
Clay would work his way up to grab
the 2nd finishing position with Huff-
man coming home 3rd. Neill in his
first Super Trucks start would have
a good run and finish 4th with
Shuryan rounding out the top 5.

The always exciting Renegades
would roar to life with their 20 lap
feature and definitely not fail to
please. The #97 of Danny Crump
Jr. would lead the field to the green
flag and jump to the early lead.
David Hasson in the #83 and Kyle
DiVanna in the #71 would have a
great battle together and eventually
the leader Crump. Late in the race
the caution would fly after Ben
Campbell in the #69 would have a
good run ended by mechanical
problems. As the leaders took the
green flag Crump would be black
flagged for jumping the restart.
Even though Crump did not ac-
knowledge the black flag and con-

tinued on the track he would no
longer be scored and this would
leave the race to be settled by Has-
son and DiVanna. The pair would
battle to the very end, coming off of
turn 4 side by side. They would
make contact and spin together
across the line to the checkered
flag. Hasson would take the win,
narrowly beat DiVanna to the
checkers, albeit spinning simulta-
neously. DiVanna would slide home
in 2nd place and his dad Robert Di-
Vanna crossing the line in 3rd. 

Rounding out the nightʼs events
would be the 2nd twin 50 for the
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries Bojangles Late Models. An 8
car invert of the finishers of the first
race would put Omar Jurado in the
#15 on the pole with Kyle Mansch
in the #71 to his outside. Ty Gibbs
in the #18 and Jake Ruggles in the
#29 would make up row 2. As the
cars rolled through turn 4 Rugglesʼ
car would pull out of line and move
towards the back with mechanical
issues causing a yellow. Before the
field would make it back around

Manschʼs car would join Rugglesʼ
car as they would both head down
pit road. The field would attempt
another start with Jurado leading,
Gibbs to his outside,  Andrew Gar-
cia in the #12 and Cole Glasson in
the #5 making up row 2. Gibbs
would move to the lead for a while
until Glasson would work his way
around him. Glasson would pace
the field till late in the race when the
#16 of R.D. Smith would close in
and do battle with the leader. The
pair would put on a thrilling show in
the closing laps, running side by
side, with Glasson looking to get
his first win at the famed 3/8th mile
oval. However, the experience of
Smith would prevail as he would
nose ahead at the checkered flag
to take the win by a half a car
length. Glasson would post his best
Hickory Motor Speedway finish and
come home in 2nd with Ryan
Millington in the #76 finishing 3rd
after starting toward the back. Tal
Davidson in the #77 and Charlie
Watson in the #9 would round out
the top 5.

Racing returns to Hickory Motor
Speedway next Saturday night with
another action packed night of
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing featuring twin 40 lap fea-
tures for the NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series Bojangles Late
Models, 35 laps for the Paramount
Auto Group Limited Late Models,
30 laps for the Cosmo Motors
Street Stocks, 25 laps for the 4
Cylinders, and 25 laps for the vin-
tage Classic Sportsman Racing As-
sociation. Gates open at 5:15pm,
Qualifying at 5:30pm, Autograph
Session 6:30pm, and Racing at
7:30pm. Tickets only $12.50 Adults,
$10.50 Youth/Seniors, children 10
& under FREE!

For more info check us out at
www.hickorymotorspeedway.com,
FB, and Twitter.
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Ryan Millington takes the first of twin 50-lap Bojangles Late Model
races Saturday night at Hickory Motor Speedway. (SHERRI
STEARNS photo)

Race winner R. D. Smith (16) battles Cole Glasson (5) for the lead
and for the win in Hickoryʼs second Bojangles Late Model race.
(SHERRI STEARNS photo)


