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Jimmie
Johnson

Holds
on for

another
Texas
Win Erik Jones Celebrates

Texas Victory



Ryan Blaney led a
race-best 148 laps
Sunday at the Texas
Motor Speedway and
finished 12th.

Like so many
other racers before
him, heʼs learning it
one thing to get to the
front. Itʼs an-
other to stay
there – espe-
cially when the
laps are wind-
ing down when
the slightest of

mistakes are huge.
For Blaney, the little mis-

take that proved big was
sliding through his pit stall
with 30 laps to go. Drivers that
couldnʼt keep up during the race,
particularly eventual race winner
Jimmie Johnson, had an easy time
passing him on pit road while he
backed up for service.

“I think we got to eighth or some-
thing like that before the last cau-
tion, and I slid through our pit box,
and that was an unfortunate deal,”
Blaney said. “We were kind of
pinned in between the 4 [Kevin
Harvick] and the 88 [Dale Earn-
hardt Jr.] and there was a weird
angle. I just stopped a little deep,
and I hurt us on that one for sure.”

To be up front and dominant for
most of the day gave the 23-year-
old driver the experience he be-
lieves will help him in the future. He
won the first two segments and
gained 20 points for a possible spot
in the Chase for the Championship.
And he left Texas ranked sixth in
the Monster Energy Cup Series
standings.

Equally important, Blaney
helped confirm the resurgence at
Wood Brothers Racing, whoʼve
hadnʼt had a top-10 team since
1994 with Morgan Shepherd as the
driver.

Despite being winless in just 61
career Cup starts with just 181 ca-
reer laps led, Blaney feels victory is
imminent.

“We deserved to finish third at
worst,” Blaney said. “Our car was
at its worst point was a third�place
car. You definitely think about that
and are discouraged about that.

“But at the same time you've got
to look at the positives, and I think
this is the most positive race we've
ever had as a team, as a whole or-
ganization. I definitely think this is
a big confidence boost for every-
body, especially after last week at
Martinsville, how it ended up. I think

this is a big help for everybody. You
can't hold your head down about
this one I don't think.”

Blaney certainly isnʼt the first to
be a frontrunner who struggled to
find Victory Lane. Bill Elliott, a hall
of fame driver, led 364 laps before
he finally won for the first time. Jeff
Gordon led 310 laps, while Darrell

Waltrip led 284 and Dale
Earnhardt led 281.

Points-leader Kyle
Larson led 195 laps be-
fore winning for the first
time last year, while sec-
ond-place driver Chase
Elliott has led 527 laps
and still hasnʼt won a Cup
race.

Larson, Elliott and
Blaney have yet to celebrate a 25th
birthday, but all three quickly have
established themselves as con-
tenders.

“Weʼre really early still and
thereʼs a long way to go, but itʼs
been pretty neat to start off on the
right foot and then build off of that,”
Blaney said. “Like I said, you never
want to start behind and then
youʼre kind of panicking, but itʼs
been nice to have some good runs
early.

“Kyle Larson and Chase have
been a little bit better than us start-
ing off this year with Larson leading
the points and I think Chase is sec-
ond right now. So while we want to

beat those guys, itʼs cool to see
some younger drivers running very
well.”

But thereʼs still lessons to be
learned.

“We're great in the first half of
races, we just need to figure out
how to finish them off, and that's
tough part to do,” Blaney said.
“That's where I think some of these
great teams really rise up and can
finish races and position them-

selves for the end of these races.
“With this team, I feel like we're

getting better at that. Fast cars def-
initely help, we just have to try to
find ourselves in position to be up
front towards the end and to have a
fast enough car to try to compete
for a win.”

But as Blaney learned last Sun-
day, itʼs one thing to compete for a
win. Itʼs another to do it.
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Unfortunate Ooops
FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an

online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015

have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2 World of Outlaws 12-13
Monster Energy Cup 3 All Star Circuit of Champ 14
NASCAR XFINITY 4 ASCS 15
NASCAR Touring 6-7 Southern Super Series 16
ARCA Racing 8 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 17
OnTrack 10-11 Midwest Sprint Car 17

ShorTrack 18-21
ON THE COVER:

MENCS -JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP
NXS - JONATHAN FERREY/GETTY IMAGES

Welcome 2017 Race Fans!

Ryan Blaney finds that in a quick second winning becomes losing after overshooting his pit stop at
the end of the race. (JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP photo)



By JOHN STURBIN
FORT WORTH,

TX - Jimmie Johnson
has returned to his
NASCAR "wheel-
house," otherwise
known as Victory Lane
at Texas Motor Speed-
way. And for the
record, not all of John-
son's 81 career Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR

Cup Series victories have been
scored in Fort Worth.

Mired in a mild slump through
five races, Johnson jump-started
season with a workmanlike victory
in Sunday's 21st annual O'Reilly
Auto Parts 500.

Johnson, the seven-time de-
fending series champion, notched
his first win of the season, record
seventh at Texas Motor Speedway
and sixth in the last 10 Cup races
hosted at the venue. And consider
that he and crew chief Chad Knaus
did so basically without benefit of
those tried-and-true notes, as the
334-lap/501-mile event was run on
TMS' repaved and re-profiled 1.5-
mile oval.

Johnson's only top-10 perform-
ance prior to Sunday was ninth at
Phoenix Raceway, opening himself
and Knaus up to the critics.

"I guess I remembered how to
drive, and I guess this team re-
membered how to do it," said John-
son, driver of the No. 48 Lowe's
Chevrolet SS fielded by Hendrick
Motorsports. "I'm just real proud of
this team. What a tough track and
tough conditions. We were really in
our wheelhouse and were able to
execute all day."

A fitness fanatic, Johnson had to
catch his breath in Victory Lane
after 3 hours, 24 minutes and 18-
seconds of work in one hot office.
Knaus confirmed the car's fluid de-
livery system for Gatorade mal-
functioned early.

"I got cooked in the car today,"
said Johnson, who scored his
81st career win in his 550th Cup
start. "I didn't have any fluids so I'm
not feeling the best, but we got into
Victory Lane."

Johnson was taken to the Wise
Health System Infield Care Center
and treated for dehydration after
the Victory Lane ceremonies, de-
laying his post-race news confer-
ence. Johnson said he went there
after his back and arms started

cramping during subsequent inter-
views. He received three bags of IV
fluids intravenously.

The win was Johnson's first
since clinching the 2016 Cup
championship in the season-ender
at Homestead-Miami Speedway in
November. That title allowed John-
son to tie NASCAR Hall of Famers
Richard Petty and the late Dale
Earnhardt on the all-time list with
seven crowns each.

Johnson said he was not overly
confident before the race that he
would be a contender.

"I felt like we were in the zone
with the car and making the car
faster, but thought we'd be totally

out of luck with track position,"
Johnson said. "It was really treach-
erous out there, really slick, no sec-
ond lane to work with. So I'm really
surprised and impressed with the
car we created to handle those
conditions. I really thought that
Ryan Blaney or Chase Elliott would
get his first win today."

Johnson took the lead on Lap
318 when he passed Joey Logano
down the track's frontstretch. John-
son's margin of victory over Kyle
Larson and his No. 42 Credit One
Bank Chevy SS fielded by Chip
Ganassi Racing was 0.340 of a
second. Johnson, who qualified
24th after spinning out in Round 1
of time trials Friday and flat-spot-
ting his tires, started from the back
of the 40-car field after his crew
later made an unapproved

Goodyear tire change related to
that incident.

In addition to a complete repave
of the track and pit road, Turns 1
and 2 were re-profiled from 24 de-
grees to 20 degrees. Turn 1 also
was widened by 20 feet from 60 to
80 feet. Turns 3 and 4 retained their
24-degree banking.

None of those changes mattered
for Johnson & Co.

"I thought the repave might
change it, but I still think I have the
keys to the front door," said John-
son, who led twice for a total of 18
laps.

"Jimmie was really good. Can't
ever count Jimmie Johnson out,
he's the best out there," said Lar-
son, who started 32ndand moved
around Logano through Turn 2 on
the penultimate lap. "I needed to
get by Joey with probably five laps
to go or so. Bummer that we didn't
get by Joey sooner, but we had to

drive hard that last run to get to
second. Proud of that."

Johnson started the weekend
14th in points, 127 behind champi-
onship leader Larson. Johnson will
head into the idle Easter Sunday
weekend - and a family trip to Mex-
ico in 11th - still 125 points behind
Larson and eight in back of Kevin
Harvick in 10th. Larson now has a
17-point lead over Elliott, who fin-
ished ninth in the No. 24 NAPA
Chevy SS also fielded by Hendrick
Motorsports.

Logano placed third in the No.
22 Shell Pennzoil Ford Fusion
fielded by Team Penske, with pole-
sitter Harvick fourth in the No. 4
Jimmy John's Ford fielded by Stew-
art-Haas Racing.

"That is Todd's (Gordon) top-
three there," said Logano, referring

to his crew chief's pit stop strategy.
"He did a good job giving us a shot
to win. I tried to hold off the No. 48,
he was just faster. There's nothing
to say besides that. I was in the
clean and had the clean air and he
was still faster behind me. Once he
passed me, my car kind of came to
me a little bit and I was able to run
him back down a little bit. If he had
made a mistake, I was going to be
there.

"My car started falling off like it
did all day. I needed a 15-lap run in-
stead of a 30-lap run, or a couple
cautions in (Stage) 3 and we would
be standing in Victory Lane with a
12th-place car and that would have
been something. We just have to
get faster. We weren't fast and
that's why we didn't win."

Dale Earnhardt Jr., of Hendrick
Motorsports, also revived his
mediocre season with a fifth-place
run in the No. 88 Axalta Chevy SS.

"I figured we would get one
(solid finish) sooner or later, but it's
nice," Junior said. "I know our fans
are really pulling for us. Could have
finished a little better, but we'll take
the top five."  

Ryan Blaney finished 12th after
leading four times for 148 laps in
his No. 21 Motorcraft/Quick Lane
Tire & Auto Center Ford. He won
Stage 1 after 80 laps and Stage 2
after 170.

"Not a bad day for us, nice for us
to win a couple segments," said
Blaney, whose car is fielded by leg-
endary Wood Brothers Racing.
"But I want to lead the last lap.
That's the lap I care about, but I
thought we made a big gain today
as a team. That was 20 points we
gained and it's really helpful. It
means a lot.”
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Jimmie Johnson

Jumpstarts His Season
with Texas Win

Excitement is the word of the day
as Jimmie Johnson exits his car at
the start-finish line after Texas win.
(MATT THACKER/NKP photo_ 



By JOHN STURBIN
FORT WORTH,

TX - Drop the green
flag on a NASCAR
XFINITY Series race
at Texas Motor Speed-
way, and Erik Jones is
money.

Jones scored his
second series victory
in five starts in Fort
Worth Saturday after-

noon, dominating the 110-lap third
segment of the 21st annual My
Bariatric Solutions 300. 

Jones, who also won Stage 1
after 45 laps, conquered TMS'
repaved and re-profiled 1.5-mile
oval to become the sixth different
XFINITY winner in as many 2017
starts. Jones won his first series
start at TMS from pole position in
2015, and had not finished worse
than fourth in three subsequent
starts leading into Saturday's 200-
lap/300-miler.

"It's been a good track for me,"
said Jones, who in addition to his
success also celebrated his high
school graduation at Texas Motor
Speedway in June of 2014 during
pre-race ceremonies for a
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series race and went on to finish
11th.

"The first time I came here, it's
funny, it really wasn't that good to
me," Jones said. "But after that it
just kind of clicked and I felt really
good here ever since. The repave
was really treacherous to start the
weekend and this is a nice way to
bounce back for myself after going
to a backup (Friday) in the Cup car.
Hopefully this is a good start for to-
morrow. We have a long ways to
go, but great win today and nice to
get this Camry to Victory Lane."

Jones wrecked his primary Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
No. 77 5-hour ENERGY Extra
Strength Toyota during Friday's ex-
tended practice, and will start Sun-
day's O'Reilly Auto Parts 500 in his
backup Camry from the 36th grid
spot. 

Jones finished 0.512 seconds
ahead of Ryan Blaney and the No.
22 Discount Tire Ford Mustang.
Kevin Harvick rounded out the
podium in the No. 41 Hunt Brothers
Pizza Ford.

Jones took the lead for good
during a round of green flag pit
stops on Lap 156, setting up a final

segment dash with Blaney and
Harvick. Jones led three times for
a race-high 112 laps.

"I think we just had to look at
what the track was doing over the
race and kind of how the track
changed what our car did," said
Jones, accompanied by car owner
Joe Gibbs and crew chief Chris
Gabehart in the post-race press
conference. "We really didn't make
many adjustments. Chris did a
great job last night trying to get the
car freed up for today. The track
was definitely a lot tighter. Just cool
to get back to Victory Lane."

Jones posted his first win and
third top-10 result of 2017 as well
as his fifth top-five finish in five
starts at Texas Motor Speedway.

Blaney earned his fourth top-10
XFINITY finish in four races at TMS
as well as his second top-10 of the
season in the car fielded by Penske
Racing.

"I thought our car was pretty
good all day," said Blaney, who led
twice for 43 laps. "The No. 20
seemed to be a little better than us
for 35 or 40 laps. Then I feel like we
could start running him down. We
passed him before the last pit stop
and I thought our car was pretty de-
cent right there. I needed to turn a
little better early in a run. I knew it
wasn't going to be that long for the
next stint. 

“We didn't come out with the
lead and that hurt us. I think if we
would have come out with the lead
I don't know if I could have held him
off. He was pretty good right away,
but we over-adjusted and got too
free that last run.

"I felt like we were kind of even
with them 10 laps into a run but
then he got so far out ahead that
we couldn't run him down. Just
couldn't get there."

Austin Dillon finished fourth and
was followed by rookie Cole Custer
and for the sixth consecutive race
Darrell Wallace Jr. finished sixth.
Rookie William Byron finished sev-
enth, followed by Ty Dillon, rookie
Matt Tifft and Elliott Sadler, who ex-
ited Texas with a six-point lead over
JR Motorsports teammate Byron in
the series standings.

Custer, driver of the No. 00
Haas Automation Ford, also was
the highest-finishing XFINITY Se-
ries driver as Jones, Blaney, Har-
vick and Austin Dillon are Cup
Series regulars and ineligible to

score XFINITY points.
"We had an awesome Haas Au-

tomation Mustang, we just had to
bide our time," Custer said. "We
kept getting stuck on the outside on
the restarts and had to wait and
wait until we got track position on
the bottom. We had a really strong
run. I can't thank everybody
enough who made this happen. I

feel like I'm getting more and more
comfortable as I get experience
and used to racing everybody.
We're making strides, both me and
the team."

In addition to the victory, Jones
also won the opening stage of the
My Bariatric Solutions while rookie
William Byron captured the second
stage.
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s Erik Jones Continues
Winning Ways at

Texas Track

Erik Jones is all smiles as he dons his Texas cowboy hat and
hoists the winnerʼs trophy overhead in Texas Motor Speedwayʼs
victory lane. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)





EASLEY, SC -
Kyle Benjamin capital-
ized on a late-race
restart to win the
Kevin Whitaker
Chevrolet 150 at
Greenville (S.C.) Pick-
ens Speedway on Sat-
urday night.

Benjamin started
on the pole after run-
ning a track record lap

of 19.144 seconds at 94.024 mph.
The Easley, South Carolina, native
ran inside the top-five nearly all
night long and led 46 laps. At the
halfway mark on lap 75, Benjamin
in the No. 40 MDM Motorsports
Toyota was running third. 

On lap 108, Benjamin passed
Dillon Bassett for the race lead in
Turn 3. Benjamin maneuvered
through lapped traffic and held off
the hard charging cars of Ruben
Garcia Jr., Todd Gilliland and Dillon
Bassett. A lap 144 caution set the
field up for a two-lap dash to the fin-
ish. Benjamin was able to stay out
and front and win his second race
in a row at Greenville Pickens
Speedway.

Ronnie Bassett, Jr., who entered
the night coming off his first-career
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East vic-
tory at New Smyrna Speedway, fin-
ished second on Saturday. Bassett
Jr. qualified 10th, but he was able
to battle back for a solid finish. He
has now finished within the top-five
in his last three visits to the half-
mile oval. The driver of the No. 04
Bassett Gutters and More Chevro-
let currently leads the point stand-
ings by eight points over Harrison
Burton.

In his first visit to Greenville
Pickens Speedway, Todd Gilliland
qualified seventh and finished third.
Gilliland entered the weekend com-
ing off three wins in a row in the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East.
Saturday nightʼs race marked his
first visit to Greenville Pickens
Speedway, and he was able to cap-
ture a very competitive third-place
finish. While he has found success
in the K&N Pro Series West, Satur-
dayʼs third-place finish is his best
effort this year in the K&N Pro Se-
ries East. He finished ninth at New
Smyrna Speedway.

Rounding out the top-five was
Harrison Burton and Tyler Dippel.

Dylan Murry finished sixth in his
debut start in the series. Hunter

Baize finished seventh. Dillon Bas-
sett and Ruben Garcia Jr. both ran
up front all night long, but late-race
issues forced them to finish eighth
and ninth respectively. Reid Wilson
completed the top-10.

There were four lead changes
among two drivers. Throughout the
night, there were eight cautions.

The caution that set the field up
for a two-lap dash to the finish oc-
curred with 11 laps remaining in the
150-lap feature, when Chase Purdy
spun in Turns 3 and 4 after contact
with Ronnie Bassett Jr. Purdy fin-
ished 11th following the contact.

Up next on the schedule for the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East will
be the Zombie Auto 125 at Ten-
nesseeʼs Bristol Motor Speedway
on Saturday, April 22.

The broadcast for the Kevin
Whitaker 150 at Greenville Pickens
Speedway will air on NBCSN at 9
p.m. on Saturday, April 15.

Ulysse Delsaux Takes
Toyota To Victory Lane

In Valencia
An incredible ELITE 2 Round 2

culminated in an emotional Victory
Lane at the Circuit Ricardo Tormo
as a determined Ulysse Delsaux
(#31 McDonald's RDV Compétition
Toyota Camry) won his first career
NASCAR race in dominant fashion.
In a unique display of sportsman-
ship, the Frenchman was joined in
his celebrations by a vast group of
competitors after he climbed out of
the car.

Delsauxʼs win also brought Toy-

ota back in Victory Lane in their re-
turn to the NASCAR Whelen Euro
Series and gave RDV Compétition
their first win in the ELITE 2 Divi-
sion.

“Today is unbelievable!  I won
my first NASCAR race!  This has
always been my dream!” said Del-
saux, who found in racing his way
to express himself and work to
overcome a condition of autism he
was diagnosed with when he was
a kid. “I have to give thanks to my
team for giving me a really fast car.
Iʼm very thankful for all the support
from my family, friends and fans.
With just a couple laps to go, I
looked in my mirror and saw that
Ferrando was coming.  There was
traffic ahead and I had to work to
get around a couple of the lapped
cars. I knew I had to stay calm and
focus on making good passes.
What a fantastic race! Tonight, I

donʼt think Iʼll be able to sleep! ”
The second ELITE 2 race of the

Valencia NASCAR condensed all
the unique aspects that make the
NASCAR Whelen Euro Series the

best touring car championship in
Europe: lead changes, spectacular
contacts, fair door-to-door battles,
and frantic action all over the field.
So much action that the race replay
on Fanschoice.tv will definitely be-
come a must-watch. 

Three drivers took the lead in the
first part of the race in a frenetic six-
car battle out front. Ferrando led
the first lap but had to surrender to
Eric De Doncker (#98 Motorsport
98 Ford Mustang) and then to Del-
saux for second, when the two had
a contact in turn 6. Ferrando fell
down to sixth, but put a strong
comeback that brought him back
up to second with three laps to go. 

In the meantime Delsaux over-
took De Doncker for the lead on lap
4 and built a solid lead turn after
turn, poised to conquer his first win
and took the checkered flag with a
3.5 seconds advantage on Fer-
rando, who won the dash to the line
against Maciej Dreszer (#66 DF1
Racing Team Chevrolet SS) . The
Polish Rookie was a contender all
race long and earned another
podium finish in his first NASCAR
weekend to win the Rookie Cup.

“Ulysses did a fantastic job
today and I want to congratulate
him on his first win,” said Ferrando.
“Iʼm really pleased with todayʼs sec-
ond place finish and of course yes-
terdayʼs win. We were a bit slow at
the beginning of the race until our
tires heated up and it was a bit hard
to keep some of my competitors
behind me. I had to battle with quite
a few cars throughout the race to
grab this second place finish.  I
want to thank my great Knauf race
team.  The crew did a really great
job preparing the car.  My spotter
also did a fantastic job.”

Guillaume Dumarey (#24 PK
Carsport Chevrolet SS) and Eric
De Doncker (#98 Motorsport 98 

(Continued Next Page)
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Kyle Benjamin earned his second NASCAR K&N Pro Series East vic-
tory at Greenville Pickens Speedway. (Grant Halverson/NASCAR via
Getty Images photo)

Benjamin Goes
Back-To-Back at Greenville

Collects First K&N Pro East
Victory of 2017

Delsauxʼs win also brought Toyota back in Victory Lane in their re-
turn to the NASCAR Whelen Euro Series and gave RDV Compétition
their first win in the ELITE 2 Division. (NASCAR Whelen Euro Se-
ries/Stephane Azemard photo)



Continued…

Ford Mustang)
rounded out the top-5,
with the Belgian win-
ning the Legend Tro-
phy for the sixth time
in a row at Valencia.

Justin Kunz was a
solid sixth, while Paul
Guiod (#73 Knauf
Racing Team Ford
Mustang) won the ac-
tion-packed battle for
seventh over Dario
Caso (#8 Racers Mo-
torsport Ford Mus-
tang), Marconi De
Abreu (#47 Brazil

Team Ford Mustang) and Felipe
Rabello (#56 CAAL Racing
Chevrolet SS).Carmen Boix Gil (#1
Alex Caffi Motorsport Ford Mus-
tang) won the Lady Cup with the
17th place under the checkered
flag.

The ELITE 2 Division will be
back in action at Brands Hatch on

June 10-11 and Ferrando will enter
the event with a one-point lead
over Delsaux thanks to the bonus
point he got for leading a lap in the
Round 2 at Valencia.

Rowan Pennink Puts
Ole Blue Back Into

Victory Lane
THOMPSON, CT - Rowan Pen-

nink outdueled Bobby Santos on a
restart with three laps to go and
drove on to victory in the Ice-
breaker 150 at Thompson Speed-
way Motorsports Park.

Sunday marked the third career
victory for Pennink, and first since
the 2013 season, which also came
at Thompson. It was also the first
points race victory for the famed
"Ole Blue" No. 3 Cape Cod Copper
Chevrolet since 2009.

The Boehler Racing team, which
has six NASCAR Modified champi-
onships, is celebrating its 60th sea-
son.

Coors Light Polesitter Timmy
Solomito rallied in the closing laps

to finish second and Max Zachem
crossed the line third. Santos, who
was leading the race on the Lap
147 restart, settled for fourth with
Patrick Emerling fifth.

Eric Goodale, Matt Swanson,
Woody Pitkat, Justin Bonsignore
and Todd Szegedy brought home
the top 10.

Pennink led a race-high 109

laps. The race was slowed by cau-
tion five times for 35 laps.

Solomito leads Pennink by four
points (90-80) in the championship
standings after two races, and
Zachem is third -- 10 points back of
Solomito.

The Whelen Modified Tour will
return to action April 30 at Stafford
(Connecticut) Motor Speedway.

Rowan Pennink emerges victorious at Thompson Speedway Motor-
sports Park for his third career victory. (Adam Glanzman/NASCAR
photo)NAS
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SALEM, IN -
Georgia racer Casey
Roderick kept his early
season hot streak
going by getting the
victory in Saturdayʼs
North/South Super
Late Model Challenge
100 Presented by
Team Construction at
the famed Fairgrounds
Speedway Nashville.
The second annual

event was Co-sanctioned by the
ARCA/CRA Super Series Pre-
sented by JEGS and the Southern
Super Series Presented by
Sunoco.

"This is an emotional win for
me," Roderick said to a crowd of
cheers.  "I've wanted to win at
Nashville for a long time; this vic-
tory was very important. I have to
thank Ronnie Sanders and the
Graham families for all their sup-
port and for letting me drive this
awesome racecar. Itʼs been a great
season already, I hope we can just
keep the wins coming!”

Roderick came into this week-
endʼs event with four Pro Late
Model victories on the season, in-
cluding a win at CRA SpeedFest
2017. This was Roderickʼs first win
in a Super Late Model for the 2017
season.

Florida native and event Fast

Qualifier Stephen Nasse took ad-
vantage of his outside pole starting
position to grab the early lead. Cole
Rouse rocketed to the front from
his fourth place starting position to
take the lead from Nasse on lap 12.
Rouse would fight off several chal-
lenges over the next 50 laps, in-
cluding several restarts, before a
huge crash on lap 63 from fluid on
the track that took out second place
Brian Campbell and resulted in
Nasse sustaining damage. 2016
event winner Donnie Wilson also
received damage that resulted in
his day ending.

Rouse spun after the lap 63 yel-
low came out and clipped the wall.
On the next restart Rouse was un-
able to hold off Roderick who
grabbed the lead on lap 64. Roder-
ick still had to fight off Rouse on a
couple of restarts, before Rouse fell
back with suspension issues. A lap
84 caution for Paul Kellyʼs spin, set
up a late race restart were Roder-
ick was able to hold off all chal-
lengers to get the win over second
place Augie Grill and third place
Kyle Plott, all three represented the
Southern Super Series.

Travis Braden recovered from
an early spin to come through the
field to grab a fourth place finish for
the ARCA/CRA Super Series and
the AR Bodies Cool Move of the
Race Award. Josh Brock had a

great run to finish fifth for the
ARCA/CRA Super Series and
picked up the first Senneker Per-
formance Rookie of the Race
Award for the 2017 season and the
FLUIDYNE High Performance Cool
Under Pressure Award. Other top
ARCA/CRA Super Series finishers
included 2016 series Rookie of the
Year Dalton Armstrong in seventh,
and Johnny VanDoorn in ninth.

Roderickʼs crew, led by Sanders,
was awarded the PitBoxes.com Pit
Crew of the Race Award for all their
hard work throughout the weekend.
Joey Miller was awarded the Ham-
ner Racing Engines HardCharger
Award after coming from his 30th
starting position to finish 13th. Pick-
ing up Hoosier Racing Tire Per-
formance Awards were Braden and
Armstrong.

The next ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries event will be on April 22nd at
Toledo Speedway. For more infor-
mation on the ARCA/CRA Super
Series visit www.cra-racing.com.

Anderson Speedway
to Pay $5,000 to Win
for May 6th Redbud

400 Tune-Up
SALEM, IN - Anderson Speed-

way has announced that it will pay
$5000 to win for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series May 6th 125 lap an-
nual Redbud 400 tune-up event at
the famous high-banked quarter
mile racetrack located in Anderson,
Indiana.

The May 6th event will be the
series 61st event at Anderson

Speedway, which hosted the first
ever series event on Saturday, April
26, 1997. 2017 is the 21st season
of competition for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series. 

The Saturday, May 6th event will
be the only opportunity for the
ARCA/CRA Super Series teams to
get some racing on the tight quarter
mile prior to the prestigious Redbud
400, which will take place on June
24th and will be 400 laps instead of
the 300 laps it has been for the past
several seasons. 

Dawson has also announced
that the winnerʼs share of the Red-
bud 400 could be $15,000 for that
June 24th event. The winners pay
will be $10,000, with a $5000
bonus if the winner has never fin-
ished in the top five of an
ARCA/CRA Super Series or
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour event at
Anderson Speedway prior to the
2017 season. If the $5,000 bonus
is not awarded, then a $1,000
bonus will be awarded to the high-
est finishing driver who has never
finished in the top five of an
ARCA/CRA Super Series or
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour event at
Anderson Speedway prior to the
2017 season. 

ARCA/CRA Super Series offi-
cials have released the entry form
for the May 6th Anderson Speed-
way event. That form and any other
information on the ARCA/CRA
Super Series are available at
www.cra-racing.com. 

Additional track and event infor-
mation can be found at www.an-
dersonspeedway.com.
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NASHVILLE, TN -
Kyle Weatherman had
the best car all night
long, almost...up until
four fresher General
Tires got in the way.
Despite a dominating
performance from
Weatherman, in the
end, Chad Finley
stepped up to earn his
career-first ARCA
Racing Series pre-
sented by Menards
victory Saturday night

at Fairgrounds Speedway
Nashville.

Finley wasn't a factor most of the
way, pitting out of sequence from
the leaders for four General Tires
on lap 156. The rest of the lead lap
cars had already taken their final
four tires just past the halfway point
of the 200-lap race.

Then Finley drove underneath
Weatherman on a green-white-
checker finish to win the 26th run-
ning of the Music City 200
presented by Azure Foundation.

"We weren't our best today, but
somehow we kept our heads in it,
kept tuning on it and finally got the
job done," said Finley in Victory
Lane. "We struggled all day. We fi-
nally got four fresh tires for the end
and that made the difference."

Finley drives for his family-
owned team in the No. 51 Auto
Value-Air Lift Company Chevro-
let...his dad Jeff Finley the car

owner and a former ARCA winner.
"This is a really big deal. We've

been trying for so long. My dad
puts his heart and soul into this.
That's all I can think about...what it
means to him. That's the best part."

Finley was out of sequence all
night, pitting four times while most
of the front-runners pitted just
twice.

The DeWitt, Michigan driver pit-
ted the first time for adjustments
only, took two tires on the second
stop and adjustments only on the
third, before getting four tires on his
final stop.

Weatherman, in Mason
Mitchell's No. 78 Chevrolet, domi-
nated the night, leading 134 laps
before giving it up in the end.

"I gave it everything I've got...it's
hard to beat four fresh General
Tires," said Weatherman. "It's un-
fortunate how this unfolded but
that's okay. I can't thank my guys
enough...they were on it all day.
Congratulations to Chad. We'll take
what we got and move onto
Salem."

Christian Eckes was a factor all
night, finishing a career-best third
in the New York Bus Sales Toyota,
but had to fight from the back after
a miscue on pit road cost his team
an extra pit stop.

"It was really chaotic racing out
there," said Eckes. "We had a re-
ally good car in the beginning. We
had a little problem on pit road but
we bounced back. Thanks to my

Venturini Motorsports team...they
brought a really fast car. I'm excited
to go to Salem after such a good
showing here."

Austin Theriault finished fourth in
the No. 52.

"Overall, it was disappointing,"
said Theriault. "We want to win and
we were close tonight. We just did-
n't have the grip on the bottom. Be-
tween adjustments and tires being
so crucial my guys worked really
hard. Tempers got a bit hot out
there...we leaned on some guys
and they leaned on us. All those
cautions didn't help."

Indeed tempers flared out on the
track as 11 cautions slowed the
race for 95 laps. There were also a
few minor skirmishes on pit road
between crew members before the
dust settled.

Weatherman put on a show all

night, continually out-racing his im-
mediate challengers over several
double-file restarts throughout the
race but couldn't hold back Finley
when it mattered most.

Mason Mingus finished a solid
fifth in the No. 33.

"We did okay for going a lap
down," said Mingus. "Any chance I
get to run an ARCA race I'm going
to take it. The guys at Win-Tron
never stopped working on it. I'm
proud of our effort tonight."

Sheldon Creed finished sixth.
Newcomers Riley Herbst and Tony
Mrakovich finished seventh and
eighth in their career-first ARCA
starts. Dalton Sargeant was ninth
and Zane Smith finished 10th.

The next event for the ARCA
Racing Series is the Kentuckiana
Ford Dealers 200 at Salem Speed-
way April 30.
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g Career-First Win for Chad
Finley at Nashville

Chad Finley celebrates his first career ARCA Racing Series win in
victory lane at Fairgrounds Speedway Nashville. (arca.com photo)
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Mooresville, NC
April 18 & 19, 2017 April 18 & 19, 2017 

2-Day Sale Starting at 9:30 AM Each Day
Doors open at 8:30 AM 

SALE LOCATION: 8955 W NC Hwy. 152, Mooresville, NC,
28115; From I-77 North of Charlotte to Exit 36, go East on 150

approx. 6 miles to Junction 152, hang a right and go
approx. 2 miles to Sale Site; Watch for Auction Signs

PARTIAL SALE LISTING
Dodge block w/heads, Kevlar line, roller rockers, bushings, lockers, block off
plates, spring jack hdw, headers, electric fans, Wix filters, c/f pcs, shifter
boots, firebottles cables, plug wires, hose, coil springs, dry sump tank parts,
ratchet straps, motor lift bar, alum tanks, battery charger, alum intakes,
spoiler adjusters, battery disconnects, oxygen sensors, calipers, c/f tank,
steering wheel, used & new valves, rod bolts, brake lines, carb spacers, naca
duct, Pankl rods, Radio holders/batteries, front hubs, aeroquip fittings, oil
coolers, Ford valve covers w/Oilers, exhaust pcs, drive plates, ring & pin-
ions, sway bar arms, rear sway bars, vacuum motors, alum radiators, hard-
line, window nets, valve springs w/retainers, window bags, roof flaps,
Motorola radio charger, castors, oil remotes, pulleys, catch can, heims, R07
heads, sway bars, Carrillo rods, gas can, spindles, crankshafts, brake blow-
ers, insulation, camshafts, SB2 block, SB2 heads, pistons, transmission
stand, motor plates, transmission housings, brake pads, pedal assembly,
ARP bolts, piston rings, Threadlocker, valve springs, T10 fine spline trans-
mission, O-rings, rocker bar assembly, water pump w/pulley, hand tools, rear
hubs, stainless steel screen, starters, push rods, panhard bars, H-bar, gas-
kets, alum seat, Moog hdw, Halo, cam bearings, water hose, driveshafts, r/e
housings, retainers, caliper brackets, new clutch kit, boom tubes, valley tray,
upper and lower a-arms 

PARTIAL SALE LISTING – EQUIPMENT/CHASSIS
Air sander, Sharp monitor, Black & Decker Workmate, template rack w/ tem-
plates, shelving, paint stands, height stands, dump can rack, Hobart Welder,
Intercomp Scales, scale stands, Jeep rear bumper, welding tools, welding
helmet, E-Z Up tents, dump can, pit carts, acetylene tank, Gorbel 1000 pound
jib crane, Howe chassis w/new front clip – 105” wheel base, Sharp TV 

TERMS OF SALE: Terms of sale is cash, cashier checks, money or-
ders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or Mastercard. Business or Personal Checks
must be accompanied by a Bank Letter of Credit submitted to cashier on
Sale Days.  There will be a 15% buyerʼs premium charged on each lot
number sold, with a 5% discount given for cash. Driver's license or picture
identification is required to register. All items sold “As Is, Where Is” with no
guarantees or warranty expressed or implied. Buyers must settle and re-
move all items at the end of each sale day. Announcements sale day take
precedence over any printed matter. 

OWNERS: JR MOTORSPORTS PLUS OTHER TOP
CONSIGNORS

Howe Chassis;
New Front Clip;

105” Wheel
Base



Talladega
Superspeedway

TALLADEGA, AL -
For the fourth consec-
utive year, Talladega
Superspeedway is
proud to offer Scouts
and their families the
chance to purchase
special Scouts Ticket
Packages - with excit-
ing new incentives for
Talladegaʼs triple-
header race weekend,
May 5-7.

The new 2017
Scouts Program gives
various Scouting
troops/packs/groups

who purchase the ticket offers the
chance to compete for group partic-
ipation in pre-race activities. They in-
clude leading the Pledge of
Allegiance on the driver intro
stage and assisting with the hold-
ing of a giant American flag in the
tri-oval grass during the National
Anthem on Sunday, May 7, prior to
the GEICO 500. Scouts will
also raise the American Flag on pit
road each morning - Friday through
Sunday.

Three different two-day ticket
packages are offered and all in-
clude:

• Grandstand tickets for both
Saturdayʼs Sparks Energy
300 NASCAR XFINITY Series and
Sundayʼs GEICO 500 Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series events

• FREE, secure “Scouts Only”
campground monitored by Tal-
ladega Superspeedway security lo-
cated outside the track behind Turn
2

• Alcohol free campgrounds that
open Monday, May 1 and close
Monday, May 8 at 11a.m. (CDT).
Area located near shower house
and grandstands.

• Scouts receive special TSS
Event Scout Patch

• Exclusive Question & Answer
session and photo opportunity with
NASCAR driver in campground

*NASCAR driver appearances
subject to driver availability and/or
change.

A Two-Day Scout Ticket Pack-
age is $10 for Scouts 12-and-
under, while adult tickets are only
$50. This package includes grand-
stand tickets to both the Sparks En-
ergy 300 on Saturday and
the GEICO 500 race on Sunday at
NASCARʼs biggest and baddest
track.

In addition to the regular Two-
Day Scout Ticket Package, there
are two incredible upgrade oppor-
tunities.

The Two-Day Scout Ticket Pack-

age with FanVision is only $35 for
the Scouts 12-and-under and $75
for adults. This package includes
grandstand tickets and a FanVision
rental for both Saturday and Sun-
day events. One additional headset
for each device can be purchased
for $5.

The Two-Day Scout Ticket Pack-
age with Sunday Pre-Race Pit
Pass is the perfect option for
Scouts and their families who want
to experience more up-close action
Sunday. It allows access to pit road
to see the cars and crews as they
work to set up for the GEICO 500.
Not only do these fans get the
pitsʼ sights and sounds, but also
have access to watch the drivers
walk the red carpet at the entrance
of the Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series Driverʼs Meeting. The
cost is $45 for Scouts and siblings
12-and-under, and $85 for adults.

For more information about the
Scouts Ticket Packages, please
contact Josh Keyes at (256) 315-
4546 or jkeyes@talladegasuper-
speedway.com. For general
ticketing and weekend information
at Talladega Superspeedway,
visit www.talladegasuperspeed-
way.com or call 1-877-Go2-DEGA.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Raceway has added an additional

5,197 feet of Steel and Foam En-
ergy Resistant (SAFER) barrier
and is among the top three tracks
in terms of length of the safety fea-
ture

With a late start to winter,
Pocono Raceway was able to
cover the front stretch of the 2.5-
mile raceway as well as areas be-
tween Turns 2 and 3.

In addition to the SAFER barrier
walls, Pocono Raceway upgraded
the three track crossover gates lo-
cated around the track with new
gates that incorporate SAFER into
their construction.

Last year, Pocono Raceway
lengthened the pit wall and in-
stalled more than 6,000 feet of
SAFER barrier.

ʻThe Tricky Triangle,ʼ now has
more than 23,640 feet of SAFER
barrier walls installed which
equates to 4.48 miles and trails just
Daytona International Speedway
and Talladega Superspeedway.

Pocono Raceway will host
seven national motorsports events
during the 2017 racing season, in-
cluding a NASCAR XFINITY Series
race on June 10. The Pocono 400
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries (MENCS) race is set for June
11, the Pennsylvania 400 MENCS
race on July 30 and the ABC Sup-
ply 500 Verizon IndyCar Series
race on August 20. The Pocono

Mountains 150 NASCAR Camping
World Truck race is scheduled for
July 29 and two ARCA Series Pre-
sented by Menards races with
General Tire #AnywhereIsPossible
200 on June 9 and the ARCA Rac-
ing Series 150 on July 28 offered
as well.

Tickets for all races are now on
sale at poconoraceway.com or by
calling 1-800-RACEWAY.

Phoenix Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ - Fans attending

the Verizon IndyCar Series Desert
Diamond West Valley Phoenix
Grand Prix at Phoenix Raceway
will be entertained with live music
prior to the race as popular multi-
platinum rock group Eve 6 will per-
form at the Main Stage at 4:30 p.m.
MST on Saturday, April 29.

The SoCal pop-punk trio of
singer/bassist Max Collins, drum-
mer Tony Fagenson and guitarist
Jon Siebels formed in 1995 and en-
joyed meteoric success in the late
ʻ90s and early millennium that in-
grained their anthemic radio hits
into the fabric of the lives of a whole
generation. 

The band was not even legal
drinking age when they signed with
RCA Records and released their
self-titled debut album in 1998, at-
taining platinum success with hit
singles “Inside Out” and “Leech,”
the former capturing the No. 1 spot
on the Modern Rock charts and
crossing over successfully to Top
40 radio.

After a short break, the band is
back reunited and re-energized, re-
leasing a new album Speak In
Code eight years after parting ways
in 2004.  As the fourth full-length re-
lease for Eve 6 and their debut on
new label Fearless Records, the
album heralds not just a return to
form for the threesome, but a new
chapter in the bands history. 

The concert, which resulted from
a partnership between Phoenix
Raceway and Niner Sports & En-
tertainment, is just one part of race-
day excitement and is free to all
fans with a grandstand ticket for the
Desert Diamond West Valley
Phoenix Grand Prix. Tickets for the
race start at $35, and are available
online at PhoenixRaceway.com or
by phone at 1-866-408-RACE
(7223).

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Vintage camp-

ing trailers will add an all new flavor
to the 4th Annual Summit Racing
Equipment Atlanta Motorama when
the gigantic automotive festival re-
turns April 22-23, 2017.

(Continued Next Page)
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Talladega Superspeedway offers Scout Ticket Packages with in-
centives for Scout groups attending. (TSS photo) 



Continued…

Camping trailers
were first produced in
the early 1900s, not
long after the automo-
bile came along. They
became popular for
adventurous outdoor
enthusiasts who could
travel many days over
the road while still
having the security
and ease of their own
personal items to help
them feel at home.

While bigger, bet-
ter and more expen-
sive versions of

trailers and RVs are produced
every year for campers across the
globe, the trailers on display during
the Atlanta Motorama will be clas-
sic throwbacks not produced after
1989.

Spartan, Yellowstone, Shasta,
Airstream and Avion are just a few
of the many classic brands that will
be represented, and spectators will
have the opportunity to view and
peek inside at what vintage camp-
ing is all about.

Though several trailers are
resto-mod projects, many vintage
trailer owners have preserved their
original interior furnishings, making
only slight modification for ease
and functionality.

Alan David, organizer of the lo-
cally-based Georgia Vintage
Campers group thatʼs more than
100 members strong and has been
rallying across Georgia for over 16
years, will be among the many
owners showing their prized pos-
sessions at the show.

Owners will be available to greet
show attendees throughout the
weekend and answer questions
about the hobby.

For campers interested in bring-
ing their own vintage trailer to the
2017 Atlanta Motorama, the regu-
lar $50 registration fee will apply,
and vehicles can be signed up by
visiting www.atlantamotorama.com.  

The 4th Annual Summit Racing
Equipment Atlanta Motorama re-
turns to Atlanta Motor Speedway
April 22-23, 2017. Admission is just
$12 for adults, $5 for kids ages 6 to
11 and free for children 5 and
under. 

For more information, visit
www.atlantamotorama.com or con-
tact the Atlanta Motor Speedway
ticket office at (877) 9-AMS-TIX.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - A Hall of

Fame induction traditionally sym-
bolizes the pinnacle of a career in

sports and that day has come for
three-time NASCAR Cup Series
champion Tony Stewart and mile-
stone-setting female driver Danica
Patrick of Stewart-Haas Racing.

Stewart and Patrick will be in-
ducted together this week into the
Bobblehead Hall of Fame and Mu-
seum in Milwaukee, Wisc., and
stand alongside the likes of base-
ball legends Babe Ruth and Willie
Mays, among others. The hall and
museum contains the world's
largest collection of bobbleheads
that numbers in excess of 5,000
and was unveiled as an art display
in Milwaukee last year.

The seven-inch Stewart and
Patrick bobbleheads are arriving to
Milwaukee compliments of Texas
Motor Speedway, which had them
produced for fan promotions at its
NASCAR races. The Stewart bob-
blehead was given away to fans
that attended this past November's
AAA Texas 500 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race and
30,000 Patrick bobbleheads will be
distributed to fans attending Sun-
day's O'Reilly Auto Parts 500.

Patrick is part of a three-bobble-
head promotional giveaway series
this year at Texas Motor Speedway.
Verizon IndyCar Series driver Gra-
ham Rahal of Rahal Letterman
Lanigan Racing will be the featured
bobblehead for the Rainguard
Water Sealers 600 on Saturday,
June 10, and 2014 NASCAR Cup
Series champion Kevin Harvick will
be the bobblehead for the AAA
Texas 500 on Sunday, Nov. 5.

Rahal and Harvick are sched-
uled to join Stewart and Patrick in
the Bobblehead Hall of Fame and
Museum as part of the second mo-
torsports induction class of 2017.

For more information on the
Bobblehead Hall of Fame and Mu-
seum, please visit www.bobble-
headhall.com.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Fans who

want to get a premium view of Tal-
ladega Superspeedwayʼs classic
action-packed motorsports triple-
header weekend, May 5-7, need to
look no further than the multitude of
upgraded seating options the mam-
moth track offers.

Those who attend the GEICO
500, Sparks Energy 300 and Gen-
eral Tire 200 can make race mem-
ories even more unforgettable
with the mammoth 2.66-mileʼs In-
credible fan hospitality, which in-
clude: Fan Suites, Premium Box
Seating and the Back 40 Beer Co.
Paddock Club.

Fan Suites are four levels of ex-
cellent track views enclosed in a cli-
mate-controlled suite. Sit at the
countertop or bar and enjoy food
and drinks while watching the best
drivers on the planet wheel their
cars around NASCAR's Most Com-
petitive venue. The 3-Day Week-
end Suite Package is available for
$725 and includes the following:

• Catered breakfast, buffet lunch
and afternoon snacks

• Unlimited beer, wine, soda and
water

• Pre-Race Pit Pass Upgrade for
Sunday's GEICO 500 that in-
cludes access to pit road, the Fan
Q&A session and Driver Introduc-
tions

• Official race souvenir program
• Weekend FanVision rental
• Flat-screen TVs 
• One suite parking pass per 2

suite passes
Premium Box Seats can accom-

modate guests in groups of 12 or
24 in an exclusive area atop the
lower grandstands: Gadsden, Lin-
coln, Anniston, O.V. Hill North, O.V.
Hill South and Birmingham. These
covered, open-air exclusive Pre-
mium Boxes start at $2,700 for a
group of 12 and includes:

• Private fenced and assigned
covered open-air seating section
for groups of 12

• Comfortable 23” chair-back
stadium seats equipped with drink

holders
• Pre-Race Pit Pass for Sun-

day's GEICO 500 that also includes
access the drivers walk the red car-
pet to the drivers meeting

• $360 (12-person box) or $720
(24-person box) worth of food and
beverage vouchers for the week-
end

• Official race souvenir program
Back 40 Beer Co. Paddock

Club allows race fans a chance to
feel like they are in the middle of
the action with a unique view right
behind pit road. With 2-day, Sun-
day only and Saturday only op-
tions, this seating location gives
fans a front row view of cars mak-
ing their way through the tri-oval
and a chance to see teams go to
work in their pit stalls. These cov-
ered seats are available with addi-
tional amazing opportunities listed
below: 

2-Day Package, Saturday and
Sunday for $400

• Breakfast, lunch and afternoon
snacks

• Unlimited beer, soda and water
• Pre-Race Pit Pass Upgrade for

Sunday's GEICO 500 that in-
cludes access to pit road, the Pre-
Race Fan Question & Answer
session and Driver Introductions

• Guided garage tour on Satur-
day

• Flat Screen TVs in covered
grandstands

• One infield Back Forty Beer
Co. Paddock Club parking pass per
two seats

Sunday Only Package for $275
• Breakfast, lunch and afternoon

snacks
• Unlimited beer, soda and water
• Pre-Race Pit Pass Upgrade for

Sunday's GEICO 500 that in-
cludes access to pit road, the Pre-
Race Fan Question & Answer
session and Driver Introductions

• Flat Screen TVs in covered
grandstands

• One infield Back Forty Beer
Co. Paddock Club parking pass per
two seats

Saturday Only Package for
$150 

• Breakfast, lunch and afternoon
snacks

• Unlimited beer, soda and water
• Guided garage tour on Satur-

day
• Flat Screen TVs in covered

grandstands
• One infield Back Forty Beer

Co. Paddock Club parking pass per
two seats

To take advantage of one of
these incredible premium upgrade
options, visit www.talladegasuper-
speedway.com or call
855.518.RACE.
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Vintage trailers will be apart of the 4th Annual Summit Racing
Equipment Atlanta Motorama. (AMS photo)



QUEEN CREEK,
AZ - Coming into the
Arizona stretch of the
2017 season, the
World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car
Series full-time drivers
scored wins in first 12
events of the season.
That stat changed
after Brian Brown ran
away with the Yuma
Valley Showdown at

Cocopah Speedway on Friday
Night. The outsiders were looking
to make it two-for-two in Arizona
when the Series visited the Arizona
Speedway for the second time in
their history.

For the second night in a row,
Brown started from the pole posi-
tion. After jumping out to an early
lead, Brown opened up a half-sec-
ond lead over Abreu after a pass
attempt that didn't stick. 

On lap 12 of the 30-lap Arizona
Desert Shootout, David Gravel who
was running third made a move on
Jason Sides to move him inside the
top three.

At the half-way point, Abreu,
from St. Helena, CA closed the gap
on Brown while he was dealing with
lap traffic and took advantage of
the opportunity and threw a per-
fectly executed slide-job pass on
Brown in Turn 2 to vault him into
the lead. 

"It's so easy to slow down to
someone's pass, especially when
they're in traffic," said Rico Abreu.
"You've got to be committed on
your slide jobs - that's what I do
nowadays. I got a little impatient
when we got to lap traffic but once
I cleared some lap cars I felt really
confident and made the move. I
just tried to save my tires for the
end as I knew it was going to get
trickier for someone to peel off and
pass." 

While Abreu was making his
move on Brown, Gravel was also
able to sneak his No. 5 Go-
Muddy.com machine by for second. 

"[Traffic] started to play an issue
there but I'm happy with a second-
place finish," said David Gravel. "It
was a really fun race with a lot of
sliders. I just wanted to thank all my
guys and everyone at CJB Motor-
sports. We'll take a second and
move onto next week."

Out front as the leader, Abreu
was left to navigate his way around
heavy lap traffic but Abreu made

quick work and was able to grow
his lead to a one-second advan-
tage. 

As the laps started to tick away,
Gravel worked his way back up to
the rear bumper of Abreu. With just
a few laps remaining, Gravel didn't
get the opportunity to get by Abreu
to add to his win total, instead it
was Rico Abreu playing spoiler to
the Outlaw regulars as the out-
siders swept the Arizona weekend. 

The Outlaws will head back east
after a spending a month on the
west coast of the United States for
a makeup race at Gator Motorplex
on Thursday April 13. A trip back to
the place where it all started for the
Outlaws at Devil's Bowl Speedway
for a doubleheader on April 14 and
15. 

For tickets visit WorldofOut-
laws.com/Tickets or by calling 844-
DIRT-TIX.

'Blackjack' Brian
Brown Returns to

Victory Lane at
Cocopah Speedway
SOMERTON, AZ - Brian Brown

ousted the field in the Yuma Valley
Showdown at Cocopah Speedway
for his first World of Outlaws Crafts-
man® Sprint Car Series win in over
three years. It was a race where
track position was key and Brown
had just that by starting on the pole
of the 30-lap Feature event. Donny
Schatz grabbed his tenth top-five of

the season with a runner-up finish.
By winning the Craftsman Club®

Dash, Brian Brown was awarded
the pole position - a starting posi-
tion that proved to be invaluable. At
the drop of the green flag, the Grain
Valley, MO-driver quickly jumped
out to an early lead over the 24-car
field.

"This is awesome, we've had a
rough couple of nights," said Brian
Brown. "It's been an awesome start
to the year, but the last couple of
nights haven't been good. The
[crew] had a talk before the race
and decided to hit the reset button.
We've been in position to win some
of these races this year, we just
haven't capitalized. To beat these
guys is an honor and we're excited
to get to [Arizona Speedway] to-
morrow. I can't thank Casey Gen-

eral Stores, FVP and my crew
enough for this."

With Jason Sides settling into
the second position from the get
go, Sheldon Haudenschild tried to
strike early at advancing his posi-
tion with a slide job on Sides. The
aggressive move didn't stick how-
ever, proving costly as Schatz took
advantage and vaulted into the
fourth position.

The field started to search for
more moisture on the track and
eventually saw the groove move
from the top of the 3/8th-mile oval
down to the bottom. With leaders
quickly approaching lap traffic,
Schatz who was running third was
able to get by Sides to move him
into the runner-up position.

"We had a decent enough car to
win but the way the track played
out we had to be another row for-
ward," said Donny Schatz. "Every-
one's tires were bald and it was one
groove in Turns 1 and 2 but Turn 3
and 4 had two grooves, we just
used so much tires at the end. Just
happy to salvage a second-place
finish."

The only slow down on the day
for World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series came on lap 25
of the 30-lap Feature event. The
No. 13 of Clyde Knipp and Shane
Stewart tangled in Turn 4; Stewart
was able to rejoin the field, while
Knipp's night was done early as he
got a tow to the infield.

On the ensuing single-file restart
Brown got off to a quick restart and
jumped out to a five car-length lead
over the No. 15 Arctic Cat machine
of Donny Schatz. Making one last-
ditch effort at Brown, Schatz came
up unsuccessful allowing Brown to
cruise to his first win of the 2017

(Continued Next Page)
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Swing in Victory Lane at

Arizona Speedway

Brian Brown raced his way to the win at Cocopah Speedway for
his first WoO Sprint Car Series win in three years. (Paul Arch
photo)

Rico Abreu got past Brian Brown for the win at Arizona Speedway.
(Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

season and his third
career World of Out-
laws Sprint Car Series
win.

After experiencing
motor issues during
qualifying, Daryn
Pittman and the No. 9
team changed power
plants before the heat
race. Pittman was
able to qualify into the
Feature event through
the Last Chance
Showdown to start
22nd on the field. The
KSE Hard Charger

gained positions during the feature
to finish 14th.

Outlaws Take Missouri
for Spring Classic

CONCORD, NC - One of the

most storied tracks on the World of
Outlaws Craftsman® Sprint Car
Series schedule, Federated Auto
Parts Raceway at I-55 has been
hosting the Outlaws since 1987,
and thirty years later is set to host
the Spring Classic on Saturday,
April 22. 

After the 2016 Spring Classic
was won by Mother Nature, the
Outlaws returned later that summer
for the Ironman 55. The Pevely, MO
track is a fan favorite. 

"The fans really turn out when
the Outlaws come to town," said
Ray Marler, co-owner of Federated
Auto Parts Raceway at I-55. "When
the Outlaws returned in the sum-
mer, we had fans represented from
26 states and four countries. This
is our most prestigious event all
year, and it shows us how far the
fans travel."

The high-banked one-third mile
oval is lightning quick and allows

drivers to utilize all lanes on the
racetrack. 

"A lot of the drivers have told me
that [I-55] is their one favorite
tracks," added Marler.

"If you watch them, they can run
the bottom, the middle or the top.
You don't typically see the winner
coming from up front; they're usu-
ally coming from the middle of the
pack. The Outlaws put on a great
event and have the best racing."

Craig Dollansky is the win-
ningest driver in World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series com-
petition at Federated Auto Parts
Raceway at I-
55, with five
trips to Victory
Lane.

Of the cur-
rent full-time
Series drivers,
Donny Schatz,
David Gravel,

Shane Stewart, Paul McMahan,
Jason Sides, Joey Saldana and
Kraig Kinser have also added their
names to the long list of drivers that
have taken the checkers at I-55. 

For more information about the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series Spring Classic at Fed-
erated Auto Parts Raceway at I-55
and to purchase tickets, visit world-
ofoutlaws.com/tickets or call 844-
DIRT-TIX.

For more information on Feder-
ated Auto Parts Raceway at I-55,
visit www.federatedautopartsrace-
way.com.
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CONCORD, NC -
The World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late
Model Series heads to
the Great Plains to top
off the month of April.
The first stop will be
on April 28 at Lakeside
Speedway in Kansas
City, KS, followed by
Salina Highbanks
Speedway in Salina,
OK on April 29.

• Lakeside Speedway: Lakeside
Speedway is located one hour and
45 minutes from full-time Outlaw
Chase Junghans' hometown of
Manhattan, KS. This is the first time
the series has visited Kansas since
Junghans joined the Series in
2014. 

"This race will definitely be fun
for sure," said Junghans. "Anytime
you only have to travel an hour-
and-a-half to go to an Outlaw race
it is definitely exciting. I've raced
there plenty of times, and that defi-
nitely helps your confidence
headed into the race and gives you
hope of running good. Out here in
the Midwest a lot of our tracks are
bigger half-miles, and that's what
I'm used to running on. I I don't
know if that means I have an ad-
vantage, but I'm used to racing on
that kind of track and have a better
idea of what I have to do to my
car." 

Junghans' roots run deep at the
half-mile track. Before he was old

enough to enter the pits, Chase
and his brother Grant would tag
along to Lakeside to watch a car
their father owned race there on
Fridays. Once the pair was old
enough to get into the pits they
began to help with the car, and then
eventually both would sit behind
the wheel.

Grant lost his battle with cancer
last year after six years of fighting.
In honor of his love for racing, the
Junghans family held the Grant
Junghans Memorial Race at Lake-
side Speedway last year.

"Pretty much the main reason
we held it there was because we
grew up at that track. It's also one
of the most racey tracks around my
house," said Chase. "One of
Grant's last wishes was that he
wanted to have a memorial race
that paid $1,000-to-start and
$10,000-to-win, so we made it hap-
pen. I'm pretty sure it was standing
room only at the track that day. It
actually rained out the first time and
just as many people showed up
when we rescheduled."

The family has not decided if
they are going to host the event
again this year, but every day
Chase continues to live out Grant's
and his biggest passion.

"He told me not to quit racing be-
cause that's all he wanted to do
when he was sick, so I told him I
didn't plan on it," said Chase. 

Kansas City has a rich history in
dirt racing, and Lakeside Speed-

way opened in its prime. The track
first opened in 1955 as a dirt track,
switched to asphalt in 1989, and
then switched back to dirt in 2001.
The track boasts modern grand-
stands, suites, a press box and an
adjacent campground for fans.

"The name, World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model Series,
brings a high caliber to this event
and to this track," said Pete Howey,
Lakeside Track Promoter. "You
also bring the most well-known
drivers in the country to face our
local and regional drivers. The Se-
ries drivers are so smooth in their
cars. They have such a talent for
driving that it makes it look easy
when they are out there. My fans
know that seeing these drivers and
going to this event is going to be a
big deal. This track is 3/8 at the top
and 4/10 at the bottom and 75-feet-
wide all around. This is a fast track
and this race is going to be awe-
some." 

Tickets for this event are avail-
able online now and at the gate on
the day of the event. 

• Salina Highbanks Speedway:
After the 50-lap $10,000-to-win
race at Lakeside Speedway the
Series will load up, head to Okla-
homa and repeat the action for the
second night in a row.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series will collaborate
with MARS DIRTcar Racing Series
at Salina Highbanks Speedway to
have a head-to-head battle.

MARS is a regional traveling se-
ries in the Central Plains with an
East- and a West-specific sched-
ule.

"We run in the Midwest area a
lot, and we feel like we can bring a

little extra talent to this event and a
lot of competition for the Outlaws,"
said MARS Series Director William
Scogin. "I think this is going to be
an awesome show. Hopefully, one
of our guys will win, but I know you
all will bring some tough competi-
tion!" 

Tony Jackson, 2016 MARS
Points Champion, has visited
Salina Highbanks regularly in the
past three seasons and has landed
on the podium six of his last nine
visits to the track.

Salina Highbanks Speedway
originally opened in 1992 but was
then shut down for a number of
years only to be reopened in 2011
and configured to its modern day
look of 3/8-mile track with 12-de-
gree banking on the straightaways
and 22-degree banking on the
turns. The Oklahoma track also
boasts a unique steakhouse
restaurant that overlooks the front
stretch, called Finishline Restau-
rant.

Tickets for this event are avail-
able on the tracks website and will
be available at the gate on the day
of the event. 

Headed into the two-day show in
two-states, Brandon Sheppard will
lead the way in points by 54 over
Chris Madden and Tyler Erb, who
only spare eight points between
them, and Brian Shirley who is be-
hind Erb by two. Click to view the
current points standings.

Following the Midwest swing,
the World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series will head to
Cherokee Speedway in South Car-
olina on May 5, and Fayetteville
Motor Speedway in North Carolina
on May 6.

Gearing Up for the Great
Plains, Series will head to

Kansas and Oklahoma
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CHILLICOTHE,
OH - In dramatic fash-
ion, Alvada, Ohioʼs
Chad Kemenah
scored his first Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions victory of
the 2017 season on
Sunday night in Chilli-
cothe, Ohio, driving
around race leader

Lee Jacobs on the final circuit to
score $5,000 at Atomic Speedway.
The five-time and defending Arctic
Cat All Star champion, who started
sixth on the main event grid, used a
late-race caution and a wide,
slicked-off racing surface to help
stage his dramatic finish. 

“Before heading out for the fea-
ture, my car owner, who is the
greatest guy in the world, told me
ʻremember, this is where we won
our championship.ʼ That really
gives you something to think about
before going out to race,” Chad Ke-
menah explained. “I canʼt say
enough about Rob Hunter and this
team. My brother does one heck of
a job. He really makes my job
easy.” 

Outside pole-sitter Lee Jacobs
took command during the drop of
the initial green flag, soon followed
by fellow full-time All Star Ryan
Smith and Lockbourne, Ohio, na-
tive Cole Duncan to complete lap
number one. Jacobs maintained
control for the first 29 circuits, at
one point separating himself from
the rest of the field by nearly three
seconds. Traffic came into play for
the first time on lap eight, eventu-
ally allowing Armstrong, who over-
took the second position just before
halfway, and Duncan to close-in on
the 1881 Racing/Simcox Grinding
& Steel/No. 81. 

Chad Kemenah, who already
climbed two positions to find him-
self just outside of a podium spot,
caught a big break on lap 20 when
Duncan and Armstrong made con-
tact with a spinning lapped car be-
tween turns one and two, also
nearly collecting Lee Jacobs. Arm-
strong would get the worst of the in-
cident and suffer from a flat left rear
tire, forcing the New Castle, Indi-
ana, native to restart at the rear of
the field. Despite wing damage,
Duncan maintained his position in
the running order; keeping momen-
tum and not stopping on the race

track after making contact. With
Armstrong surrendering his posi-
tion, Kemenah moved into third for
the restart, eventually moving by
Duncan for second on lap 22.

Chasing Jacobs through traffic,
Kemenah made his bid for the top
spot on the 30th and final circuit,
driving by Jacobs at the exit of turn
two and surviving a last-ditch effort
pass by the No. 81 through the final
corner. Lee Jacobs would hold on
to finish second, followed by Ryan
Smith, Cole Duncan, and Dale
Blaney. 

For Kemenah, the victory was
the 31st of his career during Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
competition and his second at
Atomic Speedway.  With his victory,
equaling his third top-five finish of
the 2017 Arctic Cat All Star season,
the pilot of the Hunter
Racing/Seneca Energy/No. 10H of-
ficially takes command of the Arctic
Cat All Star championship point
chase. 

“The clearer the race track got,
the better I got. We didnʼt have a
spectacular qualifying effort here
tonight, but my crew kept plugging
away. This is probably one of my
favorite race tracks in the country. I
want to thank all of you for coming
out here and supporting [Brad Mc-

Cown] and this race. Hopefully we
put on one heck of a show for you
guys,” said Chad Kemenah as he
addressed the crowd.

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions will return to competi-
tion in less than a week, revisiting
Attica Raceway Park in Attica,
Ohio, on Saturday, April 15, for the
2017 HD Supply Spring Nationals.
“Americaʼs Series” last visited the
home of “Ohioʼs Finest Racing” on
Saturday, September 3, during the
inaugural Dirt Classic Ohio.
Wooster, Ohioʼs Sheldon Hauden-
schild scored the $10,000 top prize;
the 13th Arctic Cat All Star victory
of his career and his second-ever

at Attica Raceway Park. The HD
Supply Spring Nationals visit will go
down in the books as the 113th
total appearance at Attica Raceway
Park by the Arctic Cat All Stars
since their first visit on September
4, 1989. 

HD Supply Spring Nationals
gates are scheduled to open at
3:00pm on Saturday, April 15. Ac-
tion will hit the speedway at
6:00pm, sharp, beginning with hot
laps and qualifying time trials, fol-
lowed by heat races and respective
main events. Those who would like
to learn more should visit Attica
Raceway Park live on the Web at
www.atticaracewaypark.com.
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Arctic Cat All Star Victory at
Atomic Speedway with

Dramatic Final Lap Pass

Chad Kemenah scored his first win of the season with his victory
at Atomic Speedway. (ASCOC photo)



FT. WORTH, TX -
Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
continued his domi-
nance of the 2017
season with the Lucas
Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented
by the MAVTV Motor-
sports Network with
his fourth win in as
many nights this past

Saturday to complete the weekend
sweep of Tony Stewart's Texas
Sprint Car Nationals presented by
Machinery Auctioneers at the
Texas Motor Speedway Dirt Track.

Asked about his run in Victory
Lane, Sam replied, "It was pre-
dominantly top groove track, so it
made it tough to get around lapped
cars so we weren't going to make
any dumb moves and try to force
anything. We've been in that situa-
tion several times, but I knew we
had a good enough car and we did-
n't have to flex our muscles early.
At some point, we could take care
of it."

On the weekend and the crowd
on hand, Sam thanked Tony Stew-
art and the Texas Motor Speedway
crew hosting the event. Setting a
new series record with four con-
secutive victories, Hafertepe added
his fourth triumph at the Texas
Motor Speedway to his resume'.

Gridding the lineup on the pole,
Sam would play the role of hunter
as Wayne Johnson jetted off with
the lead. Chasing the Outlaw
Wings No. 2c down, the pair began
going slide for slide around the
Texas Motor Speedway Dirt Track
on the third round. Showing Hafer-
tepe leading, the slide-jobs did not
stop for several laps before the No.
15h earned some breathing room.
Working back to Sam's rear
bumper as the pair worked slower
traffic, the race was brought to a
halt on Lap 10 for a crash in turn
four involving Kyle Bellm and John
Carney II, of which both drivers
were unharmed.

Jettisoning to a sizable advan-
tage on the restart, Hafertepe was
untouchable. Through traffic, the
No. 15h slid by with ease as the
race from second through fifth was
anyone guess.

Back and forth between Aaron
Reutzel, Josh Baughman, and
Christopher Bell, the battle came to
a head as Bell tried to slow for a

slower car while racing under
Aaron Reutzel; sending his No. 88
machine up the track where both
drivers would flip into the turn four
catch fence. Both drivers were
okay.

Moving Baughman to second
and Johnson back into the top-
three, there was no catching the
No. 15h, who crossed the line
2.231 seconds ahead of the PPG
No. 17.

Wayne Johnson brought his Oil
Medics No. 2c home on the final
podium step with Tony Stewart
coming from 11th to fourth in the
Rush Truck Centers No. 14. The
top-five rounded out with the MVT
No. 45x of Johnny Herrera.

From 14th, Seth Bergman raced
to a sixth place finish with Blake
Hahn charging from 17th to sev-
enth. Matt Covington found the
eighth position with Sammy
Swindell from 18th to ninth. South
Dakota's Justin Henderson com-
pleted the top-ten.

Overall, the weekend saw 40
drivers in attendance, of which 38
took part in Saturday's program.
Four Heat Races went to Johnny
Herrera, Tony Stewart, Chance
Morton, and Christopher Bell. Qual-
ifier wins went to Josh Baughman,
Justin Henderson, and Kyle Bellm.
The B-Mains were topped by Blake
Hahn and Sammy Swindell. One
provisional start was granted to
Kade Morton through the ASCS
Red River Region.

The Lucas Oil ASCS presented
by the MAVTV Motorsports Net-
work returns to action on Saturday,
April 15 at the Historic Half-Mile,
Missouri State Fair Speedway in
Sedalia, Mo.

For continued updates on the
American Sprint Car Series and the
over 150 dates that make up the
ASCS National and Regional
schedules, log onto http://www.asc-
sracing.com.

From 13th,
Sam Hafertepe Jr.

Wins at Texas
FT. WORTH, TX - While several

drivers have entered the season
with back-to-back wins with the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by the MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network, Sam Hafertepe,
Jr. is the first to go three-for-three

right out of the gate; adding his
third win in as many outings with a
dominating run from 13th at the
Texas Motor Speedway Dirt Track.

The opening night of Tony Stew-
art's Texas Sprint Car Nationals
presented by Machinery Auction-
eers, the win is also Hafertepe's
third at the Texas Motor Speedway
Dirt Track since 2014.

"My third win here, I feel like
we're getting pretty comfortable
here, but I have to thank these fans
for coming out tonight. I tried to
make it an exciting race, and I think
we did coming from 13th," said
Hafertepe who is also Friday's CP-
Carrillo Hard Charger of the Night.

Utilizing the high side of the
Texas Motor Speedway Dirt Track,
Sam was all the way to fifth by the
third round.

Cracking the top three following
a Lap 5 restart for Blake Hahn, who
flipped in turn two without injury,
Sam restarted third and began
working a line unlike anyone on the
racing surface.

Giving chase to Wayne John-
son, the Outlaw Wings No. 2c
rolled the bottom while Hafertepe
set a diamond through turns one
and two, then low in three and four.
From a half straightaway behind to
Wayne's back bumper, the Hwy. 79
Collision No. 15h rolled to the race
lead on Lap 10.

Finding the back of the field at
the race's mid-point, Sam rolled
into slower traffic with ease as the
No. 15h was able to catch drivers
slipping the bottom line, giving the
resident of Sunnyvale a 4.852 sec-
ond advantage at the checkered
flag.

Wayne Johnson rolled across
the line second with Aaron Reutzel
third. Danny Jennings earned the
final transfer into Saturday's A-
Main. Dustin Morgan, while one
spot shy of a transfer, picked up his
first top-five of the 2017 season.

Tommy Bryant sixth was trailed by
Matt Covington, Danny Lasoski,
Josh Baughman, and Tony Stewart
who started 16th on the grid.

With 40 cars on hand, five Heat
Races went to Sam Hafertepe, Jr.,
Danny Jennings, Wayne Johnson,
James Mosher, and Tony Stewart.
Qualifier wins were earned by
Danny Lasoski, Dustin Morgan,
and John Carney II. Two B-Feature
scores went to Sammy Swindell
and Alex Hill.

ASCS at Jackson
Postponed Due to

Flooding
TULSA, OK - The King of the

Wings II showdown between the
Griffith Truck and Equipment ASCS
Gulf South Region and the Lucas
Oil ASCS Southern Outlaw Sprints
will have to wait as flooding has
forced officials with the Jackson
Motor Speedway to postpone until
Friday, April 14th and Saturday,
April 15th.

"As of right now we do have
some flooding in the pits at Jack-
son Motor Speedway and the Pearl
River is still rising," stated Jackson
Motor Speedway officials to their
Facebook page earlier today.

Both nights will open at 5:00
P.M. with racing getting underway
at 7:00 P.M. Friday, April 14 will in-
clude Factory Stocks and Modi-
fieds. General Admission is $15.
Saturday, April 15 will swap out
classes for the NeSmith Street
Stocks and Crate Late Models.
General Admission is $20. Both
nights, children six years of age
and younger can get into the
grandstands free of charge.

For more information, call the
track at (601) 373-0076 or (601)
502-7076.

The event will feature live Rac-
inboys.com audio for fans not able
to make the event.
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Sam Hafertepe Jr. celebrates the weekend sweep of Tony Stewartʼs
Texas Sprint Car Nationals at Texas Motor Speedway Dirt Track.
(IVince Vellella/ASCS photo)



NASHVILLE, TN -
A chord was struck in
victory lane with the
winner of the
North/South Super
Late Model Chal-
lenge.  Southern
Super Series pre-
sented by Sunoco
driver Casey Roderick
celebrated a passion-
ate win Saturday
evening as he
strummed the infa-
mous guitar trophy at

Fairgrounds Speedway Nashville
(TN). 

"This is an emotional win for
me," Roderick said to a crowd of
cheers.  "I've been wanting to win
at Nashville for a long time; this vic-
tory was very important."

While this is Roderick's first vic-
tory of 2017 in a Super Late Model,
his combined season winnings rise
to a total of five in four different
states.  Roderick couldn't hide his
enthusiasm as he shared his new
stats.

"That's five for the season,
man," Roderick said.  "That's in-
credible.  We've only run six or
seven races."

His strategy for the race, which
matched up the best racers from
the Southern Super Series and
ARCA/CRA Super Series, was sim-
ple: conservation.  Roderick started
towards the front in the eighth posi-
tion and kept himself in prime terri-
tory for a late-race caution that
damaged several strong frontrun-
ners ahead of him.

"I was just trying to be patient
there to start with, keeping the tires
on the car and having a race for the
end like we did," Roderick said.
"The No. 51 [Cole Rouse] was very
strong and I'm glad we were able to
hold him off like we did."

Roderick chose to forego the
final practice offered before qualify-
ing, observing his competitors from
the fence-line along the track.

"From the time we unloaded I
knew we had a really good car,"
Roderick said.  "We had old tires to
practice with and with the car driv-
ing as well as it did, I knew we were
going to have a good race.  You al-
ways have to play it out.  There's all
kinds of things that can go on dur-
ing the race."

Restarts between Roderick and
Rouse were the focal point of the
100-lapper after the halfway point.
Rouse was unable to keep up with
the red No. 7 machine and Roder-

ick was able to drive home the win
with little threat trailing behind him.

Acknowledging his success,
Roderick leaves Tennessee with a
humble perspective.

"We've got to keep it going,"
Roderick said.  "We work hard and
we have to keep working harder.
There's other tracks we've got
some work to do at and hopefully
throughout the season we can
make it happen.  Let's go get some
more."

Second-place finisher Augie Grill
kept himself poised as well for a fa-
vorable finish, hovering in the top
five for the majority of the race.

"We had a good car, just not a
good restart car," Grill admitted.  "It
took my car four to five laps to re-
ally get going and we gave up a
spot or two almost every time.  It's
hard to make that up and get back
to where you need to be."

In the end, Grill's battle was with
Rouse who fell back from the
leader.  Grill made multiple at-
tempts to pass the Kyle Busch Mo-
torsports machine before
succeeding, but Roderick has cre-
ated too large of a gap for Grill to
fill in the remaining laps.

"We kept our nose clean enough
and were there at the end but just
came up about ten feet short," Grill
said.  "Casey ran a smart race, but
I feel we had a little better car.  He's
in victory lane though, and I'm here
getting ready to pull through tech."

Though victory lane was a first
for Roderick, another driver in the
field, Kyle Plott, had never seen
Fairgrounds Speedway Nashville
before the start of the weekend.
Not knowing what to anticipate ini-
tially, Plott was pleased with the
outcome of third place.

"It was our first time here and we
were starting about 14th, so we
didn't really know what to expect,"
Plott said.  "The whole team came
together and did a good job.  We
found the problem we were having
in practice and fixed it before the
race.  To come home with a top-
three finish for the first time here is
a pretty big accomplishment."

Cole Rouse underwent a series
of unfortunate events despite being
a consistent factor in the race.  The
19-year old managed a 19th-place
finish after leading a handful of
laps.  Rouse felt that a spin caused
by oil on the track was the begin-
ning of the end.

"It flat-spotted the tires and
broke a trailing arm bracket at the
end that we couldn't do anything

about," Rouse said.  "I tried to keep
it in second but it was all over the
place so I couldn't really keep up
with the No. 7."

Rouse believes his bad luck is
specific to Fairgrounds Speedway
Nashville, recalling a similar inci-
dent where his domination was cut
short.

"If that didn't break, I feel like we
still could've won," Rouse said.
"We would have been better if we

didn't go through the oil.  It really
sucks.  I wish we could have won.
We should have won the All Amer-
ican 400 here about two years ago
but something broke there too.
Hopefully our luck will change."

The next stop for the Southern
Super Series presented by Sunoco
will be Five Flags Speedway (FL),
home of the Snowball Derby, on
April 28.  The series will then head
to nearby Mobile International
Speedway (AL) the next day for the
season's only Gulf Coast double-
header weekend.

For more information on the
Southern Super Series presented
by Sunoco, head to www.southern-
superseries.com.  Also be sure to
follow the Southern Super Series
on Twitter, @SoSuperSeries, and
give us a like on Facebook at
www.Facebook.com/SouthernSu-
perSeries.
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Casey Roderick celebrates his win in Nashville Victory Lane. 
Speed51.com photo)

Roderick Wins North/South
SLM Challenge at Nashville



LOCUST GROVE,
AR - Tim McCreadie
held off Scott
Bloomquist to win the
Bad Boy 98 on Satur-
day night at the
Batesville Motor
Speedway. Mc-
Creadie earned
$20,000 for the victory
in the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series and
COMP Cams Super

Dirt Series co-sanctioned event.
McCreadie bolted to the lead at

the start of the 98-lap main event
and held off several challengers for
his second LOLMDS win of the
season. Bloomquist started ninth
and finished second, followed by
14th starting Shannon Babb in the
Donley Trucking, Petroff Towing,
Rocket Chassis. Josh Richards'
Best Performance Motorsports,
Dargie Racing Engines, Rocket
Chassis came home in fourth. Don
O'Neal's Clint Bowyer Racing,
Peak Antifreeze and Coolant, Club
29 completed the top five.

"I want to thank the fans for com-
ing out tonight. I hope we put on a
good show for them. It's not the
Topless 100, but it feels just as

good to win this race. I am a little
speed sensitive. The car felt good
in clean air. I just didn't know where
to be. I am glad I had Phillip
[Snellen], my crew chief down there
helping me out by giving me sig-
nals. I got lost out there a little bit
just running the top. Then I went
back to the middle," said Mc-
Creadie in Lucas Oil Victory Lane.

Arkansas native, Jack Sullivan
ran in second for the first eight laps
of the race until Darrell Lanigan
forged ahead of him. Lanigan then
battled with Bloomquist who had
quickly made his way to the front of
the field after starting on the inside
of the fourth row. Lanigan was run-
ning third when he slowed on lap
66 to bring out the caution - retiring
from the remainder of the event.

A caution with 95 laps in the
books set-up a three-lap shootout
to the finish - but McCreadie got a
good restart and kept Bloomquist at
bay. "It was our night," said Mc-
Creadie. "The scoreboard had
some lights out on it and I thought
there were 30 laps to go or some-
thing like that. They told us on the
radio that there were three to go, so
I was relieved about that."

Bloomquist was pleased with his

night, "Our car was good right from
the start. I would have liked to have
had some more time to work on the
car during the break before the fea-
ture, but it turned out o.k. for us.
We would get close to him [Mc-
Creadie] in traffic and then a cau-
tion would come out. His car was
good out front with no traffic. We
just couldn't get enough momen-
tum to get by him. I want to thank
Reece Monument Company, Mark
Martin Automotive, Crop Produc-
tion Services, and all of our other
great sponsors for making this pos-
sible."

Shannon Babb was thrilled with

his finish as well, "We are ex-
tremely happy with this car. This is
only the fourth race we have run
this year and these guys have been
racing since January and February.
I always look forward to coming
here to race. The track was good
tonight, and we passed a lot of
good cars in this race. Our car was
good up high, in the middle and
down low. I don't know what hap-
pened to Earl [Pearson] at the end,
it was a tough break for those guys. 

Completing the top ten were
Jack Sullivan, Steve Francis, Billy
Moyer Jr., Dennis Erb Jr., and
Gregg Satterlee.
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s McCreadie Wins Bad Boy

98 at Batesville Motor
Speedway

PUTNAMVILLE,
IN - The lid lifted on
the 2017 Midwest
Sprint Car Series sea-
son with the running of
the “Bill Gardner Indi-
ana Open Wheel
Racinʼ Fest” at the Lin-
coln Park Speedway
Saturday evening.
The special event was
complete with a huge
turnout, an ultra explo-

sive fire works display, and another
unrelenting LPS driving perform-
ance by Thomas Meseraull. The
California speedster, who now
races out of Indianapolis, IN, was
unstoppable in the Michael Dutcher
Motorsports sprinter which is spon-
sored by Griffinʼs Propane, Indiana
Underground, and Tri-Star Motor-
sports. Thomas Meseraullʼs race
defining effort was rewarded with a
check for $4,000!

Meseraull took the lead on lap

number five of the 30 lap feature.
He had started seventh in the 21
car field. By the 30th and final lap
he held a 5 second lead over his
closest pursuer Brent Beauchamp.
Beauchamp, a Lincoln Park regular
from Indianapolis, IN, would finish
second. He would be joined on the
podium by Jarett Andretti who
moved up from ninth to finish third.
Defending MSCS Champion Brady
Short and two time MSCS Cham-
pion Jon Stanbrough completed
the top five in dashing under the
checkers just before the red flag
was displayed for an accident fur-
ther back in the field.

The second five finishers in the
Racinʼ Fest included A.J. Hopkins,
Shane Cottle, Chad Boespflug,
Carson Short, and Dakota Jackson
in that order. Jackson was the
Keizer Aluminum Wheels Hard
Charger of the Race improving
upon a 19th starting spot. Ethan
Barrow picked up the Wilwood Tuff

Brakes Award with an eleventh
place finish.

The heat races held for the forty
car field produced wins by Chad
Boespflug, Kody Swanson, Carson
Short, and Shane Cockrum. Swan-
son led the first four laps of the fea-
ture after starting from the outside
pole. Carson Short had lead all
drivers during the group qualifying
runs with a 12.932 lap around the
5/16 mile oval.  Meseraull was sec-
ond fastest overall and they ran
one-two again in heat three.

All four heat races were green to
checkers uninterrupted runs! The
first yellow flag and a chance for
fans to observe a double file restart
in MSCS competition came during
the C Main. However the B Main
drivers saw five yel-
low flags and a red
flag. There were only
two cautions in the A
Main plus that final
red. Drivers involved
in these various inci-
dents included
Shelby Van Gilder,
Ben Knight, Tony
Lawrence, Dickie
Gaines, Brandon

Mattox, Brady Ottinger, Ryan Free-
land, Colten Cottle, Carson Short,
and Hunter Schuerenberg. Rookie
driver Tyler Rust picked up his first
win in MSCS competition by taking
the C Main. Jeff Bland Jr. won the B
Main which transferred the top four
drivers to the back of the starting
field for the main event. Hunter
OʼNeal took the final transfer spot.

The Midwest Sprint Car Series
will be in action again next week-
end with an appearance at Tri-
State Speedway in Haubstadt, IN.
The 2017 season opener there will
be a co-sanctioned event with
MSCS combining efforts with the
United States Auto Club. The
“Spring Showdown” on April 15 will
pay $5,000 to win.

Tim McCreadie held off Scott Bloomquist for the Bad Boys 98 vic-
tory at Batesville Motor Speedway. (LOLMDS photo)
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Meseraull Puts the 17GP
in Victory Lane at
The Racinʼ Fest



Southern
National
Motorsports
Park

LUCAMA, NC -
Brandon Wardʼs vic-
tory in Saturday nightʼs
Southern Modified
Racing Series race at
Southern National Mo-
torsports Park was a
sentimental one.

Four years ago,
his close friend and
crew member Mike
Sabiston passed away
at the track prior to a
Super Late Model

race.  Ward, who now races regu-
larly in Modifieds, picked up his
third consecutive win in the South-
ern Modified Racing Series and felt
like Sabiston was riding shotgun
with him.

“Itʼs special to win here,” Ward
said after the race.  “We lost some-
thing way bigger than this when we
lost Mike here at this racetrack.
Thereʼs not a day that goes by that
I think about Mike and his entire
family, whether it be at the race-
track or not.  Especially, when we
come here, man, itʼs like heʼs been
riding with us all day.  Weʼve had a
fast racecar.  Will Spaugh has done
a phenomenal job with this racecar,
I canʼt thank him enough.”

Ward held off a late charge from
Burt Myers, who had been saving
tires earlier in the run before
mounting his charge on the final
laps.  Myers, who finished second,
felt he had a car that could win, but
contact with James Civali poten-
tially cost him a shot.

“We had a great car,” Myers
said.  “Seems like thatʼs the trend
for us.  This track and this car, it just
fits my driving style.  I love coming
here.  I knew, 20 to go, on that
restart, it was probably a little too
early to go hard so I waited closer
to the end and went as hard as I
could, just ran out of laps.  The 79
ran me sideways, tried to drive right
through me and cost us both a cou-
ple of spots.  That got me way be-
hind and it took me a little longer to
get caught up.”

“He was really good, heʼs had a
really good racecar,” Ward ex-
plained.  “You know when you
come to a Modified race, you have
to outrun Burt.  Heʼs always tough.
It was like, he went harder early.
We saved after the pit stop.  We
went really hard, I had to race
[Bobby Measmer, Jr.], he was really
good.  I had to race him hard to get
by him and I feel like I went too
hard too early after that pit stop and

it almost bit us there at the end.
Burt was coming no doubt about it.”

Burt Myers has won seven track
championships at Bowman Gray
Stadium, a track that is notorious
for aggressive racing and extracur-
ricular activities.  However, Myers
doesnʼt let that trackʼs reputation
affect his driving.  While he had an
opportunity to potentially take Ward
out, Myers raced him clean right to
the end.

“Bowman Gray has that reputa-
tion, not us, thatʼs the problem,”
Myers stated.  “I race people the
way they race me.  Thereʼs nobody
here, well after tonight, there may
be one.  Most of these guys run me
clean, we get side-by-side and
never touch.  Iʼll keep doing that as
long as they do.”

Mason Diaz picked up his first
career Late Model Stock Car win in
the first Late Model duel over team-
mate Jonathan Findley.  Diaz made
the pass on Findley with 11 laps to
go in the race.

“It feels good to be in victory
lane of course,” Diaz said.  “Canʼt
thank the crew enough for every-
thing they did for me.  Going into
the race, I wasnʼt sure what we
were going to have since practices
were short and stuff today.  Crew
gave me a great car and threw a lot
of good shots at it for the race.  I
canʼt thank them enough.”

Michael Fose scored the win
over Findley and Diaz in the sec-
ond Late Model duel.  In the clos-
ing laps, Findley began to run down
Fose, but Fose had saved his best
for the final laps, maintaining the
gap to Findley and scoring his first
win of 2017.

“Once we got a good little gap, I
figured weʼd just ride a little bit just
in case we got a late caution,” Fose
said.  “Luckily, we were able to seal
the deal and get the win.  The car
was amazing.  Iʼd like to thank
Bradley McCaskill, Josh Van Win-
kle, Robert Arch, the McCaskill

family, John West Engines and
everyboy that made it happen.”

In other divisions: AJ Sanders
led wire-to-wire to win in the Mini
Stock feature race.  Chris Floars
scored the win in the Legend Car
feature, his first career win at
Southern National Motorsports
Park.  Meanwhile, Jeremy Bohne
dominated to win in the Charger
feature race while Ethan Johnson
became the first repeat winner of
2017 at Southern National with his
win in the Bandolero race.  The
Southern Ground Pounders Vin-
tage Racing Club was also in ac-
tion, with Kevin Floars scoring the
overall win in his Vintage Sports-
man racecar while Mack Tatum
picked up the victory in the Vintage
Modified class.

The next race at Southern Na-
tional Motorsports Park will be held
on Saturday night, April 22nd,
headlined by the first race of the
season for the Fast Five Pro Late
Model Series.  The race will also
feature twin Late Model races as
well as racing for Chargers, Mini
Stocks, Legends and Bandoleros.

Southern National
Motorsports Park

LUCAMA, NC – Mason Diaz
picked up his first career Late
Model win on Saturday night when
he beat out teammate Jonathan
Findley in the first Late Model duel
at Southern National Motorsports
Park.

Diaz started the race in the
fourth spot but quickly worked his
way into position, passing Michael
Fose early in the race to take the
second spot.  He ran down Findley
in the second half of the race, tak-
ing the lead with 11 laps remaining
to score his first career Late Model
Stock Car victory.

“It feels good to be in victory
lane,” Diaz said after the race.
“Canʼt thank the crew enough for
everything they did for me.  Going
into the race, I wasnʼt sure what we
were going to have since practices
were short and stuff today.  Crew
gave me a great car and threw a lot
of good shots at it for the race.  I
canʼt thank them enough.”

The victory propels Diaz in his
pursuit of Rookie of the Year hon-
ors in the NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series, which is Diazʼs
main goal in 2017.  Along with pro-
pelling his rank nationally, it was
also a confidence booster after the
16-year-old from Manassas, Vir-
ginia finished second in two of the
last three Late Model Stock Car
features held at Southern National
Motorsports Park.

“This year, weʼre going for na-
tional Rookie of the Year,” Diaz
stated.  “This first win really boosts
us and being somewhat early in the
season, definitely gives me a lot of
confidence moving on.  So far, this
year, Iʼve finished second and
third.  Finally got a win so looking

(Continued on next page…)
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Brandon Ward celebrates his victory in Saturday night's Southern
Modified Racing Series race at Southern National Motorsports
Park. (ANDY MARQUIS photo)

Mason Diaz in victory lane after scoring a win in the first of two
Late Model features at Southern National Motorsports Park on Sat-
urday night. (ANDY MARQUIS/Race22.com photo)



(Continued…)

forward to this sea-
son.”

After an invert,
Diaz started eighth in
the second Late Model
duel and raced his
way to a third-place
finish.

“I probably could
have saved more in
the first heat,” Diaz
said after the second
duel.  “In the start of
the race, the very first
corner, the leader
[Gerald Benton] got
sideways.  We all ac-

cordioned up, and the nose of my
car got messed up.  It made it tight
through the center.  We still went to
the front, and we probably would
have had something for them if it
werenʼt for the front-end damage.”

While Diaz would have loved to
have swept, he was perfectly con-
tent with a win and a third place fin-
ish on Saturday night.

“It was a great overall day,” Diaz
continued.  “I canʼt thank Mike
Darne Racing enough for the fast
car they give me.”

Mason Diaz now has one win
and five top-five finishes on the
season at Southern National Moto-
sports Park.  His next race will be
at Myrtle Beach Speedway on Sat-
urday night, April 15th.

Mason Diaz is supported by The
Sign Shop, Mike Darne Racing,
Prince William Marina, Concord
Automotive and Convenience Car
Care. To learn more about Mason
Diaz Racing, check out his website
at www.masondiaz24.com, “like”
Mason Diaz Racing on Facebook
or follow @masondiazracing on
Twitter.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Persistent

rain showers and cold tempera-
tures have forced Kingsport Speed-
way officials to postpone the event
scheduled for Friday, April 7. 

The next race at “The Concrete
Jungle” is scheduled for Friday,
April 14. Grandstands will open at
5:30 p.m. and racing will begin at 8.

For up-to-date information, visit
newkingsportspeedway.com.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - South

Boston Speedwayʼs first night race
of the 2017 season was a night for
new winners.

Bobby McCarty of Summerfield,
North Carolina and former
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries National Champion and South

Boston Speedway Champion Pey-
ton Sellers of Danville, Virginia
each picked up a win in the Virginia
State University NASCAR Late
Model Twin 75s Presented by Pe-
tersburg Kappa League Saturday
night at South Boston Speedway.

McCarty picked up the win in the
first of the nightʼs pair of 75-lap
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries Late Model Stock Car Division
races after inheriting the lead when
race leader Sellers spun after con-
tact from former NASCAR Whelen
All American Series National
Champion Lee Pulliam of Alton, Vir-
ginia with eight laps to go.

Both drivers were forced to
restart the race at the rear of field,
with McCarty holding the top spot
for the restart. Two more caution
flags were waved for mishaps be-
fore the race ended, with McCarty
holding off Danny Willis Jr. and
Austin Thaxton, both of South
Boston, Virginia, in a four-lap
green-flag dash to the finish to earn
his first win of the season. 

Sellers rallied to finish fourth and
Trevor Ward of Winston-Salem,
North Carolina rounded out the top
five finishers.

Sellers, driving a No. 00 Toyota
in honor of late NASCAR Busch
Series Champion Sam Ard who
passed away a week earlier, won
the wreck-filled nightcap, taking the
lead on the opening lap and hold-
ing off Pulliam by a margin of .300-
second.
The win was Sellersʼ first victory at
South Boston Speedway in over a
year.

Thaxton finished third with Bran-
don Pierce of Oak Ridge, North
Carolina and Josh Oakley of
Rougemont, North Carolina com-
pleting the top five finishers.

Crews Wins Limited Sportsman
Division Race: Trey Crews of Hali-
fax, Virginia picked up his first win
of the young season in the 50-lap
Limited Sportsman Division race,
edging Mike Jones of South
Boston, Virginia by .757-second in
a seven-lap dash to the finish that
followed the last of the raceʼs seven
caution periods.

Crews, a one-time winner at
South Boston Speedway last sea-
son, muscled his way under pole
winner and race leader Colin Gar-
rett of South Boston, Virginia with
22 laps to go in the race and led the
rest of the way.

Garrett finished third with Ross
“Boo Boo” Dalton of Liberty, North
Carolina and Dylan Saul of Char-
lottesville, Virginia rounding out the
top five finishers.

Walker Scores Win In Pure
Stock Division Race: Harrison

Walker of Buffalo Junction, Virginia
had not won a race in his three pre-
vious seasons of competing in the
Budweiser Pure Stock Division at
South Boston Speedway. That
changed for the North Carolina
State University student Saturday
night.

Walker inherited the lead when
race leader, defending division
champion Johnny Layne of
Nathalie, Virginia, was forced to the
sidelines with a mechanical issue
halfway through the race and sped
to a 3.571-second win over Randy
Hupp of Halifax, Virginia in the 30-
lap Budweiser Pure Stock Division
race.

Tyler Conner of Scottsburg, Vir-
ginia finished third, Scott Phillips of
Halifax, Virginia finished fourth and
Bruce Mayo of Halifax, Virginia fin-
ished fifth. 

Crute Wins Wild Hornets Divi-
sion Race: Tyler Crute of Alton, Vir-
ginia picked up his second win in
as many starts this season in the
15-lap Budweiser Hornets Division,
and did it in the most spectacular of
ways, leading only the final lap.

Crute rallied from his starting
spot at the rear of the 12-car field
to pressure race leader Drew Daw-
son of Nathalie, Virginia over the
last half of the race. The pair
started side-by-side on the raceʼs
final restart with four laps to go. On
the last lap, Crute got the nose of
his car in front of Dawsonʼs car as
they sped down the frontstretch for
the final time. Contact was made
between the two cars, and Crute
spun, taking the checkered flag
with his car spinning sideways just
in front of Dawsonʼs car.

Jared Dawson of Nathalie, Vir-
ginia finished third, Kevin Currin of
Chase City, Virginia finished fourth
and Justin Dawson of Nathalie, Vir-
ginia rounded out the top five fin-
ishers in the race. 

Next Race At South Boston
Speedway: NASCAR racing action
returns to South Boston Speedway
on Saturday night, April 22 with the
NASCAR Late Model 100 racing
program.

Getting the green flag at 7 p.m.,
the six-race card will be highlighted
by a 100-lap race for the competi-
tors in the NASCAR Whelen All
American Series Late Model Stock
Car Division. Twin 25-lap Limited
Sportsman Division races, twin 15-
lap races for the Budweiser Pure
Stock Division and a 15-lap race for
the Budweiser Hornets Division will
round out the nightʼs action.

Registration and pit gates open
at 2:30 p.m., practice runs from 4
p.m. until 5 p.m. Grandstand gates
will open at 5:30 p.m. and qualify-

ing starts at 6 p.m. The first race
gets the green flag at 7 p.m.

Admission is $10 for adults and
$5 for youth ages 7-12. Kids ages
six and under are admitted free
with a paid adult. 

For additional information about
the NASCAR Late Model 100 rac-
ing program or any other events at
South Boston Speedway, please
visit the speedwayʼs website at
www.southbostonspeedway.com or
telephone the speedway at 434-
572-4947 or 1-877-440-1540.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT - No

matter what the sport may be, there
has been an adage as old as time
itself that states Father Time is un-
defeated.  All athletes reach a point
in time during their respective ca-
reers that sees them retire, most
often due to old age.  One driver
who has continued to defy the odds
is 75-year old Norwich native and
5-time Stafford SK Modified® track
champion Bob Potter.  

Potter began his long and sto-
ried racing career in 1963 at Wa-
terford Speedbowl, where he would
go on to win 6 championships and
a total of 93 feature events spread
out over the Bomber, Modified, SK
Modified®, and Late Model ranks.
Potter ran his last full time season
in 1999 in the SK Modified® divi-
sion at Stafford, but that wasnʼt
quite a curtain call on his career.
Potter made a handful of starts
over the next seven seasons and
although he is no longer racing in
the SK Modified® ranks, he began
his 2-seater modified duties in 2012
and he is still behind the wheel
today.  Every Friday night at
Stafford, Potter takes race fans for
the ride of their life as passengers
in the 2-seat SK Light machine.  Al-
though he is no longer racing com-
petitively, Potter gets just as jazzed
up from meeting new people and
giving them a ride they have only
dreamed about in one of four ride
along packages.  There are prac-
tice session rides, in between heat
race rides, SK Light heat race
rides, and then the most popular
option, the SK Light feature ride.

“I love being able to take people
around the track and really give
them the experience of what itʼs like
to race in a modified at a good
speed,” said Potter.  “I love the
fans, they make racing worthwhile
and they really appreciate what you
do out there.  Most of the people I
take out now always tell me some-
thing like they canʼt believe how we
race so close to each other like we
do.  It gives them a whole dif-

(Continued on next page…)
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ferent perspective
once they ride around
the track with me and
that really makes me
feel good inside.  I still
have a great time and
thereʼs no pressure on
me.  I get to meet so
many new people now
and Iʼve been to foot-
ball, basketball, and
baseball games, and
those fans donʼt com-
pare to racing fans.
The racing community
hangs together and
sticks together and

thereʼs nothing like it.”
The 2-seater practice and in be-

tween heat race ride sessions are
solo rides around the half-mile, but
for the heat race and feature ride
alongs, Potter joins the SK Light
field.  While he always starts in the
back of the pack and nowhere near
the last row of cars, Potter more
often than not usually passes a car
or two during his stint on the track.
Potter says that passing cars al-
ways brings out the best reactions
from riders and when Potterʼs com-
petitive spirit kicks in, he often
wishes he could stay on the track
and race until the checkered flag
falls.

“I know Iʼm not supposed to
pass cars but everyone loves it
when I do,” said Potter.  “I know
thereʼs a couple of guys in the
stands now who bet on how many
cars Iʼll pass in a night.  Theyʼre
busier watching me than the racing
going on.  I remember for one ride
I had an 82 year old woman that
was taking the ride and I didnʼt
want to scare her so I asked her
daughter just how fast she wanted
to go.  The daughter told me that
her mom wanted to go as fast as
possible because she drives 90 all
the time on the highway.  I get a lot
of reactions from the riders but the
best one is when they really canʼt
believe just how fast youʼre going
and all the things you have to do as
a driver in order to go fast around
the track.  You have to use the
brakes, the gas, and sometimes
depending on how the car is feel-
ing, you have use the brake bias to
help the car make those left hand
turns.  A lot of times I wish I could
keep the car out there for the whole
race, it would be really nice to stay
out there.”

While the old adage of Father
Time is undefeated still applies to
many athletes across all forms of
sport, Bob Potter keeps on ticking
and going around in circles at the

speed of modifieds.
“Everyone at Stafford has al-

ways been great to me and I love
being part of the 2-seater program,”
said Potter.  “Iʼm so thankful to
Mark and Lisa Arute for giving me
the opportunity to drive the Stafford
Motor Speedway 2-seater modi-
fied.”

Take the ride of your life and
book a ride along experience with
Bob Potter by calling the Stafford
Speedway office at 860-684-2783.
There are 4 ride along options to
choose from:  Practice Session
Ride which is $75, In Between
Heats Ride which is $100, Heat
Race Ride which is $175, and the
SK Light Feature Ride is $250.

Antioch Speedway
MORGANTON, NC - Ronnie

Vasser from Morganton driving
Buster Duckworthʼs #71 Ford won
a very exciting Heintz performance
Renegade V8 event. Vassar and
Brian Carswell #69 battles side-by-
side for the first seven laps until
Carswell got the advantage. Car-
swell led the next two laps until he
had a right rear tire go flat bringing
out a caution. Vassar retook the
lead and went on to take the check-
ered flag followed in second by
Adam Gragg  #21. Isaiah manis #8
third Carswell fourth and last
weekʼs winner Aaron Harris #17
rounding out the top five.

John mcElrath #63 from Marion
LED every lap on his way to Victory
in the TJʼs Motorsports Warehouse
Thunder bombers race. Mike
Brown#11 finish second  Blake
Walker #63B third Joseph Duck-
worth #13 finish fourth and Leanne
Saulman #4s fifth.

Tim Bristol #71 from Morganton
one a highly competitive James
Wagnerʼs welding super stock 4

event. Trevor Chatham #00 took
the lead from his outside front row
starting position leading the first
half of the event until he slowed
with engine problems Bristol took
the point and went on to take the
checkered flag. Andrew Helms #98
second Jessica Mendenhall #44
third with Chatham finishing  fourth.

Philip Benfield #60 from Hidden-
ite one yet another very good RPM
graphics Pure Stock 4 race Scott
Jones #4 got the jump at the start
of the event with JB Link #21 and
Benfield in hot Pursuit Jones had a
fast racer but had handling prob-
lems in the corners allowing Ben-
field to make the pass for the lead
on lap 9 and go on to take the tro-
phy. Link also manage to get by
Scott to come home in second
place Scott held on to finish third,
Caleb Watson #21w fourth and
Jennifer Mendenhall #14 fifth.

Blake Walker #828 from Lenoir
came from the rear of the field to
take home the victory in the ex-
treme FWDʼs division. Kevin
Roberts #3 led the first half of the
event until he went low coming off
turn 2 allowing Walker to make the
pass on the outside,  Walker went
on to finish the rest even in first
place. Roberts hung on to finish
second followed in third by Timmy
Wilson #777. Brandon Hampton
fourth and Daran Galloway #1 fifth.

Colby Burks #73 (Morganton)
won his second consecutive Mad-
dox energy drink Young Guns
event. Alexis Motes #12 led the first
7 laps until she slide  high after
being pressured by Burks allowing
him to make the pass. Burks went
on to finish first with Motes cross-
ing the line in second. Riley Miller
#88 finished third and Jacob Taran
#2 fourth.

Antioch Speedway 4-15-2017

cars will give way to motorcycles
for the  Mideast Hare Scramble
scheduled every year on Easter
weekend. Auto racing will continue
April 22nd for the Blue Ridge Out-
law late models special event along
with all regular weekly divisions.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - The gates

swung open for the 55th consecu-
tive season opener at Selinsgrove
Speedway Saturday night pre-
sented by Insinger Performance
Sunoco Race Fuels/Stinger Racing
Alcohol. 

Carlise native Jason Shultz took
the $2,500-to-win opening 360
Sprint Car Spring Showdown event
that was co-sanctioned with Empire
Super Sprints. Danvilleʼs Jeff Rine
claimed his second opening night
win in a row in the Late Model main
event and Tommy Slanker of York
was the Pro Stock winner.

Shultz led the field for the first 16
laps under the green flag while try-
ing to maneuver around lap traffic.
Schultz had his hands full when he
came upon two lap cars battling
side by side while Davie Franek
closed in from the second spot. 
Franek wasnʼt the only one closing
in on the leaders. Chad Layton had
moved into third and was also clos-
ing in on the lead duo. A yellow flag
flew on Lap 16 that settled the ac-
tion. Shultz used the open race
track to open the lead back up on
the field before action slowed again
for a lap 19 yellow flag. 

At that point in the race Nate
Snyder was running the quickest
laps in the field and was into the
fourth spot. Franek was stout on
the next restart staying right with
Shultz into turn one. Snyder also
continued his charge moving into
third spot.Although Shultz was
challenged, he was able to pull
away in the final two laps to secure
the victory over Franek and Snyder.
Layton was fourth and Larry Kelle-
her finished out the top five. Steve
Collins, Derek Locke, Colby
Womer, Troy Betts, and Ryan
Kissinger rounded out the top ten
finishers. Heat races went to Larry
Kelleher and Nate Snyder for the
Sprint Cars.

Bryan Bernheisel won the heat
race for the Late Models. The re-
draw did not fall into Bernheiselʼs
favor with a draw of four. Donnie
Schick benefited by starting on the
pole and leading the race early.
Schick was using a different line on
the outside of the speedway than
the drivers chasing him, Steve
Campbell and Jeff Rine. 

As Schick came upon lap traffic
he had to make a quick decision
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Ronnie Vasser and family and crew take their time to celebrate in
Antioch Speedwayʼs victory lane Satruday night. (Antioch Speed-
way photo)



that paid off by clear-
ing the first lap car. He
would not fair as well
on the second car to
go a lap down. Schick
used the inside line
along with Campbell.
As if Rine could see
the future he slid to the
outside of the race
track to go by the top
two into the top spot.
Rine struggled a little
in dirty air as he dealt
with some lap traffic
which allowed Camp-
bell to again close, but
Rine would clear the
lap car and drive to his

second opening night win in a row. 
Campbell, Bernheisel, Tony

Adams, and Hayes Mattern made
up the top five across the line.
Meade Hahn, Dan Green, Schick,
Ernie Millon, and Nate Long
crossed the line as the top ten.

Brandon Moser brought the field
to the green flag in the A&A Auto
Stores season opener before his
car stumbled and handed the race
lead over to Shawn Lawton. Law-
ton raced in the lead just ahead of
Tommy Slanker. Slanker closed the
point paying races out with a victory
last season and looked to carry that
momentum into victory lane in the
season opener for 2017. 

Slanker made his move on lap
five on the outside of the race
leader Lawton. Lawton stayed in
hot pursuit of the race leader until
the closing laps when Lawton
began to reel the leader back in. As
the white flag flew Lawton had
pulled even with the race leader
before a red flag flew for John
Shock who had an engine fire on
the backstretch. Shock was okay. 

Slanker sat ten feet shy of the
finish line, but now he had to hold
off the field in a one lap shootout.
On the restart, third place running
Kyle Bachman drove to the inside
of Lawton and Slanker drifted
away. Lawton made his final bid out
of turn four, but fell just short as
Slanker claimed the opening night
win after finishing second in the
opening event a year ago. Lawton
came home in second followed by
Bachman, John Fowler, and Moser.
Dustin Snook came from last to fin-
ish sixth just ahead of Bill Conrad,
Nate Stroup, Curtis Lawton, and
John Shock. AJ Hoffman and Kyle
Bachman won heat races for the
Pro Stocks.

In memory of late Pro Stock
driver Jim Payne the leader on the
fourth lap of the feature, Shawn
Lawton, and fourth place finisher
John Fowler received bonus

money. Payne raced the number 4
for many years at the speedway
and passed away last fall.

Cold temperatures kept a few
teams hibernating at the Season
Opener. Next week at Selinsgrove
Speedway the 360 Sprint Cars will
be back in action along with the
Super Late Models and the Pro
Stocks. Start time will remain at 6.

Hickory Motor Speedway
Advance Auto Parts Night at the

Races brought out beautiful
weather, a full schedule of
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing, and some heavy hitters
in hopes of bringing home a win in
one or both of the Twin 40s for the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries Bojangles Late Models.

The #88 of Josh Berry would as-
sume a familiar position as he
would pace qualifying for the pre-
mier division and start from the pole
for Twin #1 with the NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series Bojangles
Late Models and he would have
Tommy Lemons Jr. in the #27 start-
ing to his outside. As the green flag
flew the front row would take off
with Berry pulling ahead of Lemons
for the lead. The battle from there
on back would be nonstop with
multiple cars battling for positions
until the waning laps of the race.
Berry would lead from start to finish
and take the checkers with Lemons
coming in 2nd. Justin Johnson in
the #44 would work his way into 3rd
place late in the race to grab a
podium finish. The NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series Bojangles
Late Models points leader, Ryan
Millington in the #76, would come
home in 4th, while the #2 of Cody
Haskins would round out the top 5.

The Renegades would roll off
next with Darren Dickinson in the
#6 pacing the field. Dickinson and
the #71 of Kyle DiVanna would dive
into turn 1 side by side in the early
battle for the lead. Dickinson would
nose ahead and drive on to the win
over runnerup DiVanna. Ben
Campbell in the #69 would finish off
a good run coming home in 3rd
while the #83 of David Hasson and
the #1 of Justin Austin would round
out the top 5.

Hitting the track next would be
the Paramount Auto Group Limited
Late Models with the #51 of Jeremy
Pelfrey setting fast time during
qualifying and leading the field to
green with the #18 of Alex Reece
starting to his outside. Pelfrey
would take the early lead but would
never pull away from Reece who
was shadowing in his tire tracks.
With about 10 to go Reece would
look inside of Pelfrey and make his

move. The two wold battle for sev-
eral laps side by side until Reece
would make the pass and move to
the point. Reece would hold on for
his first Hickory Motor Speedway
victory while Pelfrey would have to
settle for 2nd. Pat Rachels would
grab 3rd after a photo finish of .004
thousandths of a second over
Travis Byrd in the #77 who would
make his 2017 HMS debut and
come home 4th. Monty Cox in the
#21 would round out the top 5 with
the 5th position.

Mark Whitten in the #77 would
lead the field to the green flag in the
Cosmo Motors Street Stocks 30 lap
race. Whitten and the #18 of Cody
DeMarmels would put on a great
side by side battle for the first 8 or
9 laps with neither wanting to give
an inch. DeMarmels would finally
nose ahead and pull into the lead
with Whitten giving chase. De-
Marmels would hold off the hard
charger and be the first to take the
checkered flag grabbing another
hard earned victory with Whitten
coming home in 2nd. Kevin Eby in
the #03 would finish 3rd, Marshall
Sutton in the #64 would finish 4th,
and Trey Buff in the #69 would
round out the top 5.

Finishing off the night would be
the NASCAR Whelen All-American
Series Bojangles Late Models in
race #2 of the Twin 40 lap features.
A 10 car inversion from the finish-
ing order of the first race would put
Colby Howard in the #16 on the
pole with the #18 of Ty Gibbs start-
ing to his outside. Howard and
Gibbs would mix it up briefly but
Gibbs would nose ahead and set
sail for the early lead. Gibbs would
build a 3 second lead as the battle
would be for 2nd and on back. By
lap 20 Ryan Millington in the #76
had gotten around for 2nd place
and began to reel in Gibbs. With 10
to go Gibbsʼ rear view was full of
the NASCAR Whelen All-American
Series Bojangles Late Models

points leader, as Millington would
make his bid for the lead. With 5 to
go the pair would be side by side
with Millington to the preferred in-
side. Millington would finally make
the pass and Gibbs would try one
last time to retake the lead, but
would have to settle for 2nd as
Millington would grab the win and
the trip to victory lane. Winner of
the first race, Josh Berry in the #88,
would have to start 10th and with-
out benefit of a caution would have
a hard time making it back to the
front. He would be joined in a side
by side battle with Tommy Lemons
Jr. in the #27, as the pair would
race hard for the final podium fin-
ish. At the checkers Berry would
grab the 3rd spot with Lemons fin-
ishing 4th and Cody Haskins in the
#2 finishing 5th once again.

The NASCAR Whelen All-Amer-
ican Series will take a couple of
weeks off but will return to action
on April 29th with Cosmo Motors
Night at the Races featuring Twin
40 lap features once again for the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries Bojangles Late Models and
Round #4 of the Paramount Kia Big
10 Challenge for the Paramount
Auto Group Limited Late Models.
Also in action will be the One De-
sign Super Trucks, Cosmo Motors
Street Stocks, and the 4 Cylinders.

Next week, April 15th, the PASS
Series returns to Hickory Motor
Speedway for the running of the
prestigious Easter Bunny 150 for
the PASS Series Super Late Mod-
els. Also in action are the USAC
Eastern Midgets and Legends cars.

In 2 weeks, April 22nd, the
MUST SEE Racing Sprint Series
returns to Americaʼs Most Famous
Short Track. The MUST SEE Rac-
ing Sprints will be in action with
qualifying, Heat Races, B Main,
and the 50 lap feature. Also racing
are the USAC Eastern Midgets,
Sportsman, Renegades, and Car-
olina Vintage Racers.
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Josh Berry with Dale Jr. Motorsports takes the victory in the first
NASCAR Whelen All American Series Bojangles Twin Late Model
Race. (SHERRI STEARNS photo)


