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For a sport that
lives at 200 mph, find-
ing speed often comes
slowly in NASCAR.

New cars, drivers
and crew chiefs rarely
hit the ground in full
stride. Itʼs more of a
crawl where improve-
ment is measured a
tenth-of-a-second at a
time – if at all.

It took Toyota half
a season in 2017 to
figure out its
new Camry.

Chevrolet struggled to find
speed this year with its new
Camaro ZL1. Next year, it
will be Fordʼs turn to strug-
gle with the nuances of its
new Mustang.

For the three car com-
panies that invest millions
in promoting their brands,
itʼs a pricey way to gain an edge in
the marketplace. For the race
teams, it creates a frustrating
never-ending search to gain an
edge on the racetrack.

Just when you think things are
getting settled, racing does a dou-
ble-clutch. Brad Keselowski won
the 2012 championship in a
Dodge. A day later, the car com-
pany was out of NASCAR.

Martin Truex Jr. won the 2017
championship and his team an-
nounced it was folding at the end of
the just-completed season.

Even worse, Jimmie Johnson
and Chad Knaus, whoʼve worked
together for every one of Johnsonʼs
615 career starts in the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series – in-
cluding his 83 victories and seven
championships – will go in separate
directions in 2019.

Joey Logano won this yearʼs
championship, and in the process
gave Ford its first manufacturerʼs
title since 2002. He will return for
the new season at the Daytona In-
ternational Speedway in February
with his Fusion headed to the
scrapyard.

The one thing thatʼs clear in
NASCAR is the fact good is never
good enough.

“We realize that it's going to be
a learning curve, and again, using
our advanced CFD [computational
fluid dynamics] tools, hopefully,
we've gone through and got the
best body that we can through the
homologation process, the ap-
proval process,” said Mark Rush-
brook, global director of Ford
Performance. “And since gaining

that approval, we've been focused
and it's been the difficult challenge,
right, to keep our tools and our peo-
ple focused on delivering wins and
a championship this year with the
Fusion to send it out the right way,
but also hopefully enough focus
being paid to the new Mustang so
that we can hit the track fast when
we get on in Daytona in February.”

Even with the enormous re-
sources and success shared by
Chevrolet, Hendrick Motorsports
and Richard Childress Racing, the

new Camaro failed to live
up to expectations. With
only four wins in 36 races
– one at a restrictor-plate
race and another on a
road course – Chevrolet
failed to get a driver into
the Championship 4 finale
last month at the Home-
stead-Miami Speedway.

“Overall, the tra-
jectory of the season, not exactly
what we wanted, but definitely
heading in a better direction than in
the front half of the season,” Jim
Campbell, Chevroletʼs vice presi-
dent of Performance Vehicles and
Motorsports, said. “When you bring
a new car in and you have change-
over in drivers, those are big mo-
ments for manufacturers.”

In fairness, Chevrolet wasnʼt at
full strength when the Camaro ar-
rived. Veterans Jeff Gordon, Tony
Stewart and Dale Earnhardt Jr. all
retired ahead of the switch. John-
son had his only winless season in
17 years as a driver in the Cup Se-
ries, so he wasnʼt much help, ei-
ther.

“I would say that as I take a look
at a year in which we introduced a
new car, the Camaro ZL1, and we
have begun this transition that we
all go through at different points
where many veteran drivers have
started to retire and we're bringing
in a young crew of drivers, and we
had our young group that got a
year of experience,” Campbell said.

While there is a lot more stability
within the Ford camp, they every-
one knows development will come
with as many questions as an-
swers.

“We've definitely seen what's
going on with the Chevrolet this
year, and as Jim [Campbell] said,
bringing anything new to the track
is always a difficult challenge,
whether it's a new body or a new
block for the engine or cylinder
head or even a chassis compo-
nent,” Rushbrook said. “So, there's
no guarantees. We realize that it's

going to be a learning curve.”
All three car companies also will

be working with new rules. Aero
ducts, tapered spacers and bigger
spoilers and splitters are supposed
to create more downforce – and
better racing. While those changes
seem small, it will force a lot of
overtime among team engineers.

Once Ford gets its Mustang up
to speed, Toyota and Chevrolet al-
ready will be working on its next
generation of cars. And all three
manufacturers believe hybrids
should be on the drawing board.

“I think most people agree that
the Prius really set the tone for hy-
brid technology and the evolution
has been growing in very, very dif-
ferent forms relative to the different

vehicles that are out there,” said Ed
Laukes, the group vice president
for marketing at Toyota Motor North
America. “I would never rule it out.”

Campbell and Rushbrook
agreed.

“There's definitely some poten-
tial for hybrid in the sport, not nec-
essarily at a track like Daytona 500
where you're wide open throttle for
the entire time,” Rushbrook said.
“The hybrid just doesn't work. It
doesn't make any sense for that.
But, certainly, for short tracks and
road courses, there may be some
potential there in the future.

“The question is when.”
And how long it will take to get

up to speed.
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Ever Changing Racing

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 CARS Tour 11
Monster Energy Cup 4 Indoor Racing 11
NASCAR Notes 5-6 Circle of Champions 13
Snowball Derby 7 ASCS 14
NASCAR Touring 8 OnTrack 15-16
ARCA/CRA 9-10 ShorTrack 17

ON THE COVER:
EDDIE RICHIE/TURN 1 PHOTOS

Ford Motor Company won the 2018 Manufacturerʼs Award at the
banquet in Las Vegas. In the 2019 Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series, Ford will be using the Ford Mustang and scrapping the
championʼs 2018 Ford Fusion. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)



The final check-
ered flag of the 2018
NASCAR season has
waved, and itʼs time to
reflect. I must admit,
this is always the
toughest column of the
year to write. Do you
hand out awards for
drivers, teams, crews,
sponsors, owners,
manufacturers, and
fifty other categories?
Or, do you take a look

back at the racing season and
enjoy the memories? I think Iʼll
choose both.

The first thing that comes to my
mind when I think about the three
major divisions of NASCAR and
their 2018 seasons is the fact that
all three celebrated first time cham-
pions. Joey Logano in Monster En-
ergy Cup, Tyler Reddick in Xfinity,
and Brett Moffitt in Camping World
Trucks each won their first-ever
NASCAR title this year. Their indi-
vidual journey to a championship
has been well documented, so I will
only offer congratulations to each
on their accomplishments.

Itʼs pretty easy to select a couple
of races that will certainly be high-
lighted when the 2018 season is
discussed. The Bank of America
Roval 400 at Charlotte Motor
Speedway was a huge topic of dis-
cussion when the event was an-
nounced last season. A
combination of the oval and infield
road course at CMS would test
both the Xfinity and Monster En-
ergy Cup Series teams. And, the
Roval races at CMS would be in-
cluded in the playoffs races as well.
However, all the hype and ques-
tions about including a roval race in
the NASCAR playoffs would be met
with glowing results. Well, maybe
not glowing results for some drivers
and teams. But, for the fans, the
weekend was a huge success.
Congrats to CMS for the develop-
ment of the Roval and the suc-
cessful and enjoyable weekend it
provided.

The other memorable race for
me in 2018 was the second Mar-
tinsville Monster Energy Cup race.
Thatʼs the race that featured the
battle in the closing laps between
Martin Truex Jr. and Joey Logano.
Bumping and banging their way to
the checkered flag resulted in a
Logano victory in a race that en-
abled the #22 team to race for (and
win) a MECS title at Homestead.

Of course, no reflection of the

2018 season would be complete
without the mention of “The Big
Three”. For weeks, even months
during the season, all you heard
was who will step up and challenge
the big three – Kyle Busch, Kevin
Harvick, and Martin Truex Jr. – for
the championship. After all, this trio
won 20 of the 36 Cup races this
year. However, as successful as
this group
was, we
know how
the final
c h a p t e r
reads and
w h o
h o i s t e d
the cham-
p i o n s h i p
trophy.

Two of
the most
memorable and enjoyable week-
ends of racing for me this year
were the “Throwback” races at
Hickory Motor Speedway and Dar-
lington. The CARS Tour held a
“Throwback Weekend” for their two
major divisions at Hickory Motor
Speedway which featured many fa-
vorite paint schemes on both the
Late Model and Super Late Model
cars. CARS also invited several
legendary racing celebrities to the
race for an autograph session with
the fans. One of the largest crowds
of the season at Hickory thoroughly
enjoyed the throwback paint
schemes as well as two very com-
petitive races on the .385-mile his-
toric short track.

Darlingon Raceway on Labor
Day Weekend has long been a
“destination event” for race fans.
Now, with their innovative “Throw-
back Weekend”, the South Car-
olina track was the focus of the
motorsports world with their unique
marketing and promotions sur-
rounding the historic weekend.
Both Xfinity and Monster Energy
Cup teams featured legendary
paint schemes that brought back
special memories for race fans. A
fun weekend with many of the great
drivers and owners in our sport in
attendance enjoying the festivities
truly was a highlight of the season.

A couple of new promotions dur-
ing the 2018 season were memo-
rable and worth noting. The idea of
sending some of your “on-air talent”
out in the infield and crowd during a
race weekend to visit was a huge
success. The group of Rutledge
Wood, Dale Earnhardt Jr., Jeff Bur-
ton, and Kyle Petty would take golf

carts and ventured among the in-
field crowd to surprise many race
fans. They would usually “visit”
after qualifying on the day before
the race or after on-track action
was complete. As you would ex-
pect, race fans were thrilled to have
these guys visit their campsite, bus,
or whatever their infield setup
would be for race weekend. This in-
side look at the fans at several
tracks was very entertaining and
well produced. And, Iʼm sure many
of the fan photos taken will be
shared for years.

Another new show this year has
been very enjoyable to watch. The
Dale Jr. Download on NBCSN has
been a huge hit. Itʼs basically Dale
Earnhardt Jr. doing his weekly pod-
cast from Dirty Mo Studios in Char-
lotte, North Carolina. Mike Davis
was a co-host with Dale Jr. and
welcomed guests from fellow driv-
ers to personalities in the sport for
an informal chat on the couch. A
very entertaining show that gives
the race fans a different view of
many of the big names in motor-
sports “away” from the track.

I would be remiss if I didnʼt men-
tion two separate items that I could
do without. During the Fox telecast
of races, the Pit Walk by Michael
Waltrip prior to the start of each
event has worn out its welcome. I
understand the idea and the con-
cept initially, but that segment
needs a makeover at best. 

As a viewer, you can see the
competitors, their teams, families,
and visiting celebrities almost
“cringe” as the Pit Walk ap-
proaches.

My other “Enough is Enough” is
the outfit worn by Rutledge Wood
at the NASCAR Monster Energy
Cup Series banquet in Las Vegas.
This is one of the premiere motor-
sports banquets of the year with
many of the major corporation ex-
ecutives, as well as NASCAR VIPs
and track operators in attendance.
And, youʼve got a guy wearing
“whatever you call his suit” as one
of the co-hosts of the event. Who-
ever thought that was proper dress
and appropriate for this prestigious
event needs to rethink their deci-
sion. Thatʼs just not the image our
sport needs to project..

Each year, we seem to be say-
ing “Good-bye” to more and more
drivers and personalities of our
sport. This year was no exception.
Driver Kasey Kahne, Matt Kenseth,
Elliott Sadler, and Jamie McMurray
among others are stepping away
from their driving careers in
NASCAR. Plus, Kenny Wallace an-
nounced that he would no longer
be a part of the Fox team broad-
casting races. Instead, he will focus

on his dirt racing and family. In ad-
dition, longtime Motor Racing Net-
work announcer Joe Moore has
announced his retirement. Moore
was one of the mainstays of MRN
broadcasts for decades. While I
can appreciate the decisions made
by these drivers and broadcasters,
I will join many other race fans fol-
lowing your talents each weekend.
Best of luck to each of you, as well
as many others in motorsports, in
your future endeavors.

This year was especially tough
for me off the track as well. I will
greatly miss several close friends
and associates who passed in
2018. When I was a “rookie” work-
ing in motorsports, Tom Higgins
was one of the few people who
took the time to answer my ques-
tions and help guide me in the right
direction. We became great friends
who enjoyed talking about more
than just racing. To have had the
opportunity to spend time with Tom
and get to know him away from rac-
ing was truly a gift.

When I was working with An-
heuser-Busch, Inc. and their
NASCAR programs, Jim Foster at
Daytona was a man who became a
good friend. He gave me guidance
and direction and introduced me to
the business side of our sport.
Needless to say, when I heard re-
cently of the passing of David Pear-
son, I thought of the many
opportunities that I had with the
Pearson family. When Larry, Ricky,
Eddie, and David raced in the
Busch Series, we became great
friends who shared many enjoyable
days on the racing circuit.

However, I will especially miss
one of my best friends in racing.
Bob Moore served in several ca-
pacities during his motorsports ca-
reer. Writer, reporter, public
relations director, marketing and
promotions were all on his resume.
While we worked for different com-
panies, we shared many of the
same ideas and marketing promo-
tions. We shared a common inter-
est in all sports and spent many
late evenings discussing our fa-
vorite teams and their players. And,
for entertainment purposes only,
we enjoyed the occasional wager
on a sporting event. Friends like
Bob were truly a blessing.

Itʼs always tough to close a rac-
ing season with all your thoughts
on the year. Great races, new
champions, young stars, and mem-
orable events. Itʼs even tougher
when your thoughts weigh heavily
on what you lost, not what you
gained.  

May each of you enjoy a won-
derful Merry Christmas and joyous
Holiday.
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LAS VEGAS, NV -
Though Joey Logano
said the reality of his
first Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
championship sank in
as soon as he took the
checkered flag on
Nov. 18 at Home-
stead-Miami Speed-
way, his words at
Thursday nightʼs

awards ceremony at Wynn Las
Vegas seemed to belie that asser-
tion.

“Whoʼd have thought… 23 years
ago, Santa Claus brought me a go-
kart,” Logano said during the cham-
pionʼs speech. “Whoʼd have
thought Iʼd be a NASCAR cham-
pion?”

Logano won the title in
NASCARʼs premier series by win-
ning the Championship 4 race at
Homestead, capping a season in
which he peaked during the Play-
offs. Logano secured his spot in the
Championship 4 by winning the first
event of the Round of 8 at Mar-
tinsville, where he executed a
bump-and run on defending series
champion Martin Truex Jr. in the
final corner.

“To the NASCAR fans,” Logano
said, “love me or hate me, I just
love your passion.”

The night before the season fi-
nale in Miami, Logano spent the
evening providing dinners to the
less fortunate, emblematic of the
charitable work of the Joey Logano
Foundation. The Cup champi-
onship will provide him an even
larger platform for his philanthropic
activities.

“I know Iʼve made a lot of mis-
takes on and off the race track,”
said Logano, who got his ride in the
No. 22 Team Penske Ford in 2013
after being released from Joe
Gibbs Racing. “But Godʼs given me
an amazing opportunity to learn
from each one and teaching me
what itʼs like to have a second
chance in life.

“Thatʼs why we started the Joey
Logano Foundation, to give second
chances to children and young
adults in times of crisis. The other
part of our mission. The other part
of our mission is maybe more im-
portant, to inspire others to live a
life of generosity.

“I talk about how our sport gives
us such a large stage to make a dif-

ference. Here I am standing on the
largest stage in NASCAR, so I
need to use this moment to chal-
lenge all of us and inspire all of us
to be the change… Letʼs just re-
member that life is so much more
than what we see here tonight.”

Team owner Roger Penske re-
flected on a year that brought him
not only Loganoʼs championship
but also his 17th Indianapolis 500
victory with Will Power, his first
Brickyard 400 win with Brad Ke-
selowski and an Australian V8 Su-
percars title with Scott McLaughlin.

“To see this whole championship
unfold over 38 weekends and to
culminate here in Las Vegas—sit-
ting up on the stage there with
Joey, all the sponsors and Ford
Motor Company and my wife Kathy,

that she hangs out with me for over
45 years is amazing,” Penske said.

“Itʼs just hard to believe. Weʼre
going to be back after it next year.
Each year, we set the bar a little bit
higher, and I think thatʼs what
makes us so good.” 

To no oneʼs surprise, Chase El-
liott received the NMPA Most Pop-
ular Driver Award for the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series. Dale
Earnhardt Jr., winner of the previ-
ous 15 Most Popular Driver
awards, made the presentation. El-
liott follows in the footsteps of his
father, NASCAR Hall of Famer Bill
Elliott, who earned the distinction a
record 16 times.

“I figured it was maybe going to

be a tossup between me, Joey and
maybe Kyle (Busch),” Elliott joked.
“Itʼs definitely a big passing (of the
torch). Itʼs so cool to know it stayed
between Elliott and Earnhardt for
so long.”

Then Elliott turned his attention
to Earnhardt, who moved from the
driverʼs seat to the NBC Sports TV
booth this season.

“I am glad, though, that you quit
a year before you tied Dadʼs
record,” Elliott said. “Iʼm pretty
happy about that.”

NBC Sportsʼ Kelli Stavast and
Rutledge Wood hosted the event,
along with co-host Marty Snider. All
16 drivers who made the 2018
Playoffs were recognized and in-
terviewed during the program. Two
of the drivers, Jimmie Johnson and
Denny Hamlin, failed to win at least
one race for the first time in their
careers.

Johnson will race in 2019 with-

out crew chief Chad Knaus, ending
a partnership that started in 2002.

“I just look back at 17 amazing
years,” said Johnson, who is paired
with crew chief Kevin Meendering
for next season, “and really excited
about whatʼs ahead of us.”

Hamlin seemed ready to em-
brace the new higher-downforce,
lower-horsepower 2019 competi-
tion package announced for the
Monster Energy Series next year.

“It can only go up,” Hamlin said
of his prospects. “Everythingʼs
going to be different. Everybodyʼs
going to be starting from scratch.”

Logano, however, will be starting
the 2019 season as the reigning
champion, a role he is certain to
enjoy, no matter whatʼs in the rule
book.
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Joey Logano Honored

in Las Vegas as
MENCS Champion

Championship car owner, Roger Penske, addresses the audience
at the MENCS banquet about his year in NASCAR and with Joey
Logano. (JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP photo)

Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Champion Joey Logano speaks on
stage during the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series Awards Cel-
ebration. (DAVID BECKER/GETTY IMAGES PHOTO)

Chase Elliott (left) comments
on his pride in receiving the
2018 Most Popular Driver
award. (JOHN HARRELL-
SON/NKP photo)



Marylandʼs
Carl Dakes is

2018 Betty
Jane France
Humanitarian

Award
Recipient
LAS VEGAS, NV -

From a group of four
distinguished finalists,
Carl Dakes of the
Maryland-based Be-
lieve in Tomorrow
Foundation was hon-
ored Thursday night
as the recipient of the
prestigious Betty Jane

France Humanitarian Award.
Dakes was announced as the

recipient of the $100,000 award,
which goes to his charity, at the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries Awards at Wynn Las Vegas. 

Established in 2011, the Betty
Jane France Humanitarian Award
honors the philanthropic ideals and
vision of The NASCAR Founda-
tionʼs late chairperson and is pre-
sented annually to a NASCAR fan
who has positively impacted the
lives of children through volun-
teerism.

Ben Kennedy, grandson of Betty
Jane France and current general
manager of the NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series, announced
Dakes as the recipient on Thursday
night.

“Theyʼre all incredibly deserving,
and my grandmother would have
been proud of them all,” Kennedy
said of the four finalists.

Dakes, of Harwood, Maryland,
will receive a $100,000 donation for
Believe In Tomorrow, which pro-
vides exceptional hospital and
respite housing services to critically
ill children and their families. 

Headquartered in Catonsville,
Believe In Tomorrow has served
children from all 50 states, with
nearly 2,500 children directly ben-
efitting from the organizationʼs ef-
forts each year.

The NASCAR Foundation also
will donate $25,000 to each of the
charities represented by three
award finalists: Sarah Kersey of
Dublin, Ohio, who represents Fly-
ing Horse Farms in Mt. Gilead,
Ohio; Cliff Preston of Gainesville,
Fla., representing UF Health
Shands; and Rex Reynolds of
Hazel Green, Ala., representing the
Boys & Girls Clubs of North Ala-
bama.

Dakes was chosen as the 2018
Betty Jane France Award recipient
through online voting.

“This yearʼs finalists once again

showed the passion of NASCAR
fans to help others by their actions,”
said The NASCAR Foundation
Chairman Mike Helton. “Their com-
mitment to their individual causes
represents well the spirit and
essence of the Betty Jane France
Award Humanitarian Award, and
we thank each of them.”

“All four finalists resonated with
our fans, as represented in the
close online voting but when it
ended, Carl Dakes emerged as the
winner.”

Since the Betty Jane France Hu-
manitarian Awardʼs inception in
2011, The NASCAR Foundation
has benefited the lives of more
than 300,000 children by providing
$1.4 million in contributions to char-
ities represented by award finalists.

NASCAR Chairman
Jim France Honored

with NMPA Myers
Brothers Award

LAS VEGAS, NV - Jim France
was shocked. 

“Holy smokes! Itʼs a shock, so if
youʼll bear with me for second…”
France said after National Motor-
sports Press Association President
Ben White introduced the NASCAR
Chairman and CEO as the recipi-
ent of the 2018 Myers Brothers
Award.

France, 74, enjoys a close con-
nection with the award, named for
NASCAR pioneers Billy and Bobby
Myers. 

“In the summers between 1950
and 1951, I grew up in the pits at

Bowman-Gray Stadium (in Win-
ston-Salem, N.C.),” France said on
Wednesday during the NMPA
Myers Brothers Awards at the En-
core Theater, part of the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Seriesʼ
Championʼs Week celebration. “As
an 11-year-old, Billy Myers was my
favorite driver. It so happened that
the No. 4 on the side of his race car
became my favorite number.

“So to receive this honor is very
special. I had the opportunity the
last part of this season to spend a
lot of time again in the garage area
and the pits with our racing series.

Iʼd like to pass on one quick obser-
vation: from the 1950s at Bowman-
Gray Stadium to the 2018 pits in
the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series, that NASCAR spirit – the
competitive spirit of the drivers and
teams – is alive and well.”

With more than 40 years as a
board member of International
Speedway Corporation, for which
he also served as president and
CEO, France was honored for his
outstanding contributions to stock
car racing. 

The Myers Brothers Awards also
recognized newly crowned Cup
champion Joey Logano, who re-
ceived the Sunoco Diamond Per-
formance Award and the Goodyear
gold car – a replica of his champi-
onship-winning No. 22 Ford – for
his efforts in securing his first title.

Logano couldnʼt take his eyes of
the gold trophy, which gleamed
from the stage in the theater. 

“That is the coolest trophy in all
of sports,” Logano said, who pre-
ceded his crew chief, Todd Gordon,
to the dais. 

“What a great year to be a part
of Team Penske,” Gordon said.
“(Team owner) Roger (Penske)
was voted into the NASCAR Hall of
Fame, Will Power won our 17th In-
dianapolis 500, Brad Keselowski
won our first Brickyard 400, Ryan
Blaney won the inaugural Charlotte
Roval race, Scott McLaughlin won
the Australia Supercars champi-
onship, and we checked off the last
current Cup track that Penkse had-
nʼt won at with a win and champi-
onship at Homestead-Miami

(Continued on Next Page…)
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2018 Betty France Humanitarian Award winner Carl Dakes poses
with his award during the banquet in Las Vegas. (CHRIS
GRAYTHEN/GETTY IMAGES photo)

NASCAR Chairman and CEO Jim France speaks on stage after
winning the NMPA Myers Brothers Award. (DAVID
BECKER/GETTY IMAGES photo)



(Continued …)

Speedway.” speedway
president Grant Lynch
was the recipient of
the 2018 Buddy Shu-
man Award, which
recognizes individuals
who have played vital
roles in in ensuring the
continued growth and
popularity of NASCAR
racing.

“Man, yʼall can
keep a secret,” said
Lynch in an emotional
speech. “I never
thought I would get
where I did, and you

donʼt get there without people who
put their faith behind you.”

First-year Hendrick Motorsports
driver William Byron took Sunoco
Rookie of the Year honors in the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries, but he was eager to put his
status as a neophyte behind him.

“No more rookie meetings, and
thatʼs a freedom I havenʼt had in my
short NASCAR career so far,”
Byron said. “With that being said,
Iʼm ready to have a little fun tomor-
row when I turn 21 and take those
rookie stripes off.”

Other awards handed out on
Wednesday included: the Busch
Pole Award to Kurt Busch for his
five pole positions in 2018; the
NASCAR Marketing Achievement
Award to Exxon Mobil for its Mobil
1 ads featuring a miniature Kevin
Harvick; the Mechanix Wear Most
Valuable Pit Crew Award to the No.
18 crew of driver Kyle Busch; the
Moog Go the Extra Mile Crew Chief
Award to Adam Stevens; the Mahle
Engine Builder of the Year Award to
Doug Yates of Roush Yates En-
gines; the Mobil 1 Performance
Award to Rick Stenhouse Jr. for
3,090 passes during the 2018 sea-
son; and the American Ethanol
Green-Flag Restart Award to Kevin
Harvick.

Las Vegas Motor
Speedway Named

Speedway of the Year;
Charlotte Motor
Speedway Earns

Promoter of the Year
Honors

CONCORD, NC - In recognition
of outstanding leadership and per-
formance across its premier motor-
sports facilities, Speedway
Motorsports, Inc. (NYSE: TRK) offi-
cials named Las Vegas Motor
Speedway, led by President and

General Manager Chris Powell, as
Speedway of the Year; while Exec-
utive Vice President and General
Manager Greg Walter and the team
from Charlotte Motor Speedway
was recognized as Promoter of the
Year. The awards were announced
Wednesday during NASCARʼs
Championʼs Week festivities in Las
Vegas.

“Speedway Motorsports prides
itself on being best-in-class in pro-
viding unforgettable entertainment
experiences for visitors from
around the world year in and year
out,” said Marcus Smith, president
and CEO of Speedway Motor-
sports.

“From leading the way as inno-
vators in motorsports to hosting
millions of fans for races, concerts,
festivals and driving schools, itʼs
been a banner year for Speedway
Motorsports, and Iʼm honored to
recognize those who helped lead
the charge.

“Chris Powell and the entire staff
at Las Vegas embraced a tremen-
dous year of new opportunities with
a new four-wide NHRA race and
the kickoff of NASCARʼs Monster
Energy Cup Series playoffs to cap-
ture the Speedway of the Year
award for the fifth time. Greg Walter
and his team at Charlotte created a
ROVALution with the first-ever road
course races in the NASCAR play-
offs. Recognition as Promoter of
the Year for delivering the seasonʼs
most anticipated race weekend is
certainly well-deserved.”

Speedway of the Year – Las
Vegas Motor Speedway: For the
second consecutive year and fifth

time overall, Las Vegas Motor
Speedway was chosen as Speed-
way of the Year from among the
eight Speedway Motorsports facili-
ties. The award is presented for the
best overall speedway perform-
ance during the year in such as-
pects as fan friendliness,
attendance, financial performance,
sponsor relations and creativity.

The staff at Las Vegas Motor
Speedway worked tirelessly to at-
tract and host new events to the
famed entertainment complex by
converting The Strip to four lanes
to host the first NHRA four-wide
drag race on the West Coast and
adding a second Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series weekend to

its season schedule. In addition,
the speedway undertook an ambi-
tious renovation plan, adding three
exclusive clubhouse areas; the
new Turn One Social Pavilion; two
separate loge-box seat offerings;
and a racing-inspired, interactive
sports lounge.

Promoter of the Year – Charlotte
Motor Speedway: Promoter of the
Year is an annual award chosen by
Smith and given in recognition of
the creativity, innovation, leader-
ship and execution that are funda-
mental to Speedway Motorsportsʼ
way of doing business.

The Charlotte Motor Speedway
staff was recognized for its efforts
around the inaugural ROVAL™
weekend, highlighted by gains in
attendance, TV ratings and overall
customer satisfaction. The leg-
endary superspeedway once again
established itself as a leader in mo-
torsports innovation with the intro-
duction of the all-new, 17-turn,
2.28-mile road course – the first of
its kind in NASCAR and the first-
ever road course to host playoff
races.

In addition to its success with the
ROVAL™, Charlotte Motor Speed-
way also helped usher in a new era
of racing as the testing ground for
the 2019 NASCAR rules package
during this yearʼs Monster Energy
NASCAR All-Star Race, providing
some of the most anticipated rac-
ing of the season during both its
spring and fall race weekends at
Americaʼs Home for Racing. The
speedway also undertook a bold ef-
fort to increase its partnership with
the U.S. Armed Forces to include
all five branches of the military in its
Coca-Cola 600 pre-race celebra-
tion.
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NASCAR driver William Byron accepts the Sunoco Rookie of the
Year Award. (DAVID BECKER/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Grant Lynch, Talladega Superspeedway Chairman accepts the
Champion Buddy Shuman Award. (DAVID BECKER/GETTY IM-
AGES photo)



PENSACOLA, FL
- Closing a chapter in
life is full of bittersweet
moments.

Itʼs a nostalgic
time, full of reflection
as jubilation memories
come flooding back.
But, thereʼs the heart-
break of saying good-
bye.

Itʼs going to take a
long while for Noah

Gragson to feel the bitter instead of
the outright sweet heʼs basking in
now.

The 20-year-old Gragson won
the 51st annual Snowball Derby
Sunday at Five Flags Speedway in
his swan song for Kyle Busch Mo-
torsports.

“After a two-year stretch with
KBM,” said Gragson, who will be
driving for JR Motorsports in
NASCARʼs Xfinity Series in 2019,
“itʼs nice to get hang to a banner
up. It feels surreal; a dream come
true.”

Gragson topped a field of 36 to
capture short-track racingʼs most
coveted crown jewel and hoist the
Tom Dawson trophy with, of
course, the iconic snowball that sits
atop it.

He led twice Sunday for a total
of 12 laps, but it was the last six
that mattered most after he passed
pole sitter Harrison Burton follow-
ing a restart on Lap 294.

Gragson delivered a big-league
burnout after he took the checkers,
leaving a trail of smoke from Turn
No. 4 to Turn No. 1.

“It feels so good to get a Snow-
ball Derby win,” Gragson said. “To
win my last race for Kyle Busch
Motorsports before I make the
move feels really special.”

Ty Majeski, who holds the Super
Late Model track record (16.120
seconds) at Five Flags, put up a
valiant charge toward Gragson in
the closing laps, but finished as
runner-up. A year after finishing
second, Jeff Choquette rounded
out the podium.

Choquette finished second at
last yearʼs Derby to Kyle Busch,
Gragsonʼs now-former boss. And,
in another interesting connection to
Gragson, Choquetteʼs pit crew was
a JR Motorsports team.

Bubba Pollard ran in the top-10
for most of the day, but was undone
on a late-race crash that saw the
No. 26 finish 26th. Casey Roderick,

who this season became the first
driver to win both Super and Pro
Late Model track championships at
Five Flags Speedway in one year,
finished fifth.

Connor Okrzesik continued to
turn heads Sunday with a fourth-
place result.

The race started nearly 90 min-
utes past its traditional 2 p.m. Sun-
day drop of the green flag because
of the torrential downpour that
rocked Pensacola throughout Sat-
urday.

Track officials spent the morning
drying the track with a road dryer
donated by Panhandle Grading
and Paving. After the speedway
was deemed raceable, Chris
Davidson, Carson Hocevar, Paul
Shafer and Jack Dossey assumed
the final four spots from the last
chance race to round out the 36-
car field.

Once set, Burton led the sportʼs
best Super Late Model drivers from
15 states and Canada to the drop
of the green flag underneath a
blinding sun.

Except for a momentary jockey-
ing for the lead with Choquette
around Lap 67, Burton led all but
one of the opening century of the
300-lap race until most of the entire
field came to the pits for the first
time at Lap 91.

But, with a Cup-caliber pit crew
working on his No. 18, Gragson
was able to pit every driver off pit
row and assume the lead for the
first time Sunday.

A few moments after the race of
pit row, Raphaél Lessard — Grag-
sonʼs KBM teammate — took con-
trol of the race on Lap 106.

The Canadian quickly built a
half-straightaway lead until another
caution flew with 168 laps com-
plete, which brought the leaders
back to the pits for adjustments.

This time, Choquette and his JR
Motorsports crew won the battle.

“The pit crew did an awesome
job,” Choquette said. “It was just a
matter of the car getting too tight
late.”

That opened the door for Ma-
jeski, who briefly led until Burton re-
claimed the lead on Lap 274.

But when the raceʼs final caution
flew with 278 laps complete, Burton
had to stay out on the track while
his closest rivals pitted for their final
set of tires and last-minute
changes. Burtonʼs team used his
final set of rubber 50 laps earlier.

Itʼs a tale as old as 1968: To win
the Snowball Derby, you must save
your tires.

Burtonʼs gameplan backfired
and opened the door for Gragson,
whose storybook finish was the
perfect adieu to KBM.

“Kyle Busch has been my idol
since I was growing up,” Gragson
said. “I collected all of his die-cast
cars. I had never been able to fig-
ure this place out before the week-
end. Itʼs a dream come true.”

Burkett Wins Pure
Stock 50 in Tech

PENSACOLA, FL - Caleb Bur-
kett hit the jackpot this season.

After two years of earning his
short-track stripes, the senior at
West Florida High School — just a
few half-mile ovals from Five Flags
Speedway — took a giant leap for-
ward this season at Pensacolaʼs
high banks.

Burkett won twice and had 11
other top-five finishes in 13 races to
finish second in the point standings
to eventual track champion Robert
Balkum.

Nothing compared to Wednes-
day night, though. Nothing will ever
compare.

On Opening Night of the 51st
annual Snowball Derby, short-track
racingʼs pinnacle week, the 17-
year-old Burkett won the Lloydʼs
Glass Pure Stocks Snowball Derby.
His milestone victory came 19
years after Wayne Burkett, Calebʼs
dad, won the same race.

“Weʼre gonna party all weekend
long,” Burkett said. “We won the
Derby and the bounty (on Balkum)
earlier in the season. Iʼd say we
won the two biggest races of the
year.”

Long after the fans had cleared
out of the grandstands and the

Green Flag Party had wound down,
Burkett along with his friends and
family posed with the winnerʼs tro-
phy just short of the start-finish line.

Burkett was crowned Derby
champ after an eventful evening at
technical inspection disqualified
Chance Imel and Michael Moody,
the 50-lap race winner and runner-
up, respectively. Burkett, who had
a hot ride all night, finished the race
third before the cars headed to the
tech shed.

“People always told me if you
donʼt win it on the racetrack,” Bur-
kett said, “you could still win it in the
tech shed and I never really be-
lieved that. This is a dream come
true.”

With the DQs, Darrell McDonald
officially finished second and Tony
Boyd rounded out the podium in
third.

Imel dominated the race, taking
the lead from pole sitter and new
track record holder T.J. Thompson
(21.289 seconds) on Lap 4 and dis-
tancing his No. 325 from the other
21 cars with perfectly timed
restarts. Imel had only run four
times at Five Flags this season and
only one top-five to show for it.

About 45 minutes later, Imel
came crashing back to the earth.
Moments later, Moody was thrown
out for illegal rocker arms. Burkett
was more than happy to pick up the
pieces. Even if it meant waiting
around an hour after to be crowned
king on this night.

“Hey, Caleb, ya won the Derby,”
a friend called out to Burkett during
the impromptu post-race party that
broke out on the front stretch.

“Is that what I won?” a sarcastic
Burkett shot back.

The only question now is how
many will the teenager ultimately
win.
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y Gragson in a KBM Car Wins
Snowball, Majeski,

Choquette Round Out Podium

Noah Gragson (center) celebrates in victory lane after winning the
51st Annual Snowball Derby along with second place finisher Ty
Majeski (left) and third place finisher Jeff Choquette (right). (Five
Flags Speedway photo)



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - The 35th
season of the
NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour will fea-
ture a mix of historic
short tracks on the
eastern seaboard as
well as the second
running of the 250-lap
showcase event at
New Hampshire Motor
Speedway.

For the third straight season, the
Whelen Modified Tour will kick off at
South Carolinaʼs Myrtle Beach
Speedway. The race on Saturday,
March 16, will precede the return of
the tour to Virginiaʼs South Boston
Speedway. 

Following the southern swing,
the tour will kickoff the New Eng-
land racing season as the headliner
for a pair of landmark Connecticut
race weekends: the 46th annual
Icebreaker weekend at Thompson
Motorsports Park on Sunday, April
7, and the 48th annual NAPA Auto
Parts Spring Sizzler on Sunday,
April 28.

The 16-race tour calendar visits
seven states and features the re-
turn to Wall Stadium Speedway in
Wall Township, New Jersey. The
tour has run three events at the
high-banked third-mile oval, most
recently in 2007.

“The NASCAR Whelen Modified

Tour schedule celebrates some of
most iconic eastern short tracks,”
said Brandon Thompson, NASCAR
managing director for regional rac-
ing.

“Itʼs a nod to the old school
NASCAR Modified division racing
from Connecticut to Virginia com-
peting for championship points and
bragging rights. After a tremendous
2018 season, we are even more
excited about what 2019 will bring.”

This past year, Long Islandʼs
Justin Bonsignore rolled off eight
wins en route to his first NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour champi-
onship. He out-distanced rising
young star Chase Dowling and de-
throned five-time tour champion
Doug Coby to claim the top spot in

the premier Modified series.
One of the highlights of 2018

was the inaugural Musket 250, a
$25,000-to-win extra-distance
championship event at New Hamp-
shire Motor Speedway. Dowling
took advantage of a clash between
Bonsignore and former tour cham-
pion – and 2019 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series driver – Ryan
Preece in the final turns of the final
lap to score his first win and claim
the biggest winnerʼs purse in tour
history.

The 2019 race at New Hamp-
shire will be held on Saturday,
Sept. 21.

The Whelen Modified Tour will
also be part of the Monster Energy
Series weekend at the “Magic Mile”
with its championship points event
on Saturday, July 21. The annual
all-star race for the tour will be held
on the 1.053-mile speedway on Fri-
day, July 20.

Other schedule highlights in-

clude:
•Two premier northeastern

tracks remain in place on the cal-
endar: Massachusettsʼ Seekonk
Speedway will host the tour on Sat-
urday, June 1. The tourʼs trip to up-
state New York and Oswego
Raceway will be part of the trackʼs
63rd Annual Classic Week with the
Toyota Mod Classic 150 presented
by McDonald's.

• Riverhead Raceway will host a
pair of races: Saturday, July 6, and
Saturday, Sept. 7. Bonsignore
swept the two events at his home
track in 2018.

• The championship will con-
clude with the traditional races at
Stafford and Thompson. First will
be the 47th Annual NAPA Fall Final
weekend at Stafford on Sunday,
Sept. 29, followed by the crowning
of the 2019 champion at the 57th
Annual Sunoco World Series of
Speedway Racing on Sunday, Oct.
13.
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Tour 2019 Schedule

Announced

Date Track
03/16 Myrtle Beach Speedway
03/30 South Boston Speedway
04/07 Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park
04/28 Stafford Motor Speedway
05/18 Wall Stadium Speedway
06/01 Seekonk Speedway
06/05 Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park
07/06 Riverhead Raceway
07/19 ** New Hampshire Motor Speedway *
07/20 New Hampshire Motor Speedway 

Date Track
08/02 Stafford Motor Speedway
08/14 Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park
08/31 Oswego Speedway
09/07 Riverhead Raceway
09/21 New Hampshire Motor Speedway
09/29 Stafford Motor Speedway
10/13 Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park

* All-Star non-points event
Schedule subject to change

2019 NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour Schedule



A look at the 2018
ARCA Racing Series
season, by the num-
bers:

1 - Number of laps
led by a steel bodied
car, by Joe Cooksey at
DuQuoin

2 - Tracks that
held more than one
ARCA Racing Series

event in 2018: Salem and Pocono
2 - Races postponed by rain:

Berlin Raceway, eventually won by
Joe Graf, Jr., and Lucas Oil Race-
way, won by Christian Eckes

3 - Cautions at Chicagoland and
the July race at Pocono, the fewest
number of yellows in any race in
2018

4 - Races held in Illinois, the
most of any state, at Gateway,
Chicagoland, Springfield, and
DuQuoin

4 - Consecutive General Tire
Pole Awards for Chandler Smith,
the most of any driver in ARCA's
modern era to start their career

4 - Times General Tire Pole
Qualifying was canceled due to
rain: Toledo, Pocono 1, Gateway,
and Berlin

5.85 - Average number of cau-
tions per race in 2018

6 - First time winners: Sheldon
Creed, Zane Smith, Joe Graf, Jr.,
Christian Eckes, Chandler Smith,
and Logan Seavey

7 - First time General Tire Pole
Award winners: Natalie Decker,
Chandler Smith, Michael Self, Todd
Gilliland, Christian Eckes, Gus
Dean, and Drew Herring

8.80 - Average lead changes per
race

9 - Drivers that won the Protect
Plus Halfway Leader Award in
2018, led by Zane Smith with five

10 - Cautions at DuQuoin, the
most of any race in 2018

10 - Different race winners:
Sheldon Creed, Zane Smith, Gus
Dean, Joe Graf, Jr., Christian
Eckes, Chandler Smith, Michael
Self, Harrison Burton, Logan
Seavey, and Brandon Jones

11 - Different General Tire Pole
Award winners: Natalie Decker,
Chandler Smith, Michael Self, Todd
Gilliland, Brandon Jones, Sheldon
Creed, Christian Eckes, Gus Dean,
Carson Hocevar, Zane Smith, and
Drew Herring

12 - States the ARCA Racing

Series presented by Menards
raced in: Florida, Tennessee, Indi-
ana, Alabama, Ohio, North Car-
olina, Pennsylvania, Michigan,
Wisconsin, Illinois, Minnesota, and
Kansas

18 - Different tracks the ARCA
Racing Series presented by
Menards raced at: Daytona,
Nashville, Salem, Talladega,
Toledo, Charlotte, Pocono, Michi-
gan, Madison, Gateway,
Chicagoland, Elko, Iowa, Spring-
field, Berlin, DuQuoin, Lucas Oil,
and Kansas

18 - Top ten finishes for Sheldon
Creed in 20 races, most of any
driver in 2018

23 - Drivers that scored at least
one top five finish

32 - Drivers that led at least one
lap

51 - Drivers that scored at least
one top ten finish

52 - Percentage of laps run
under caution at Kansas, 52, high-
est of any race in 2018

62 - Laps run under yellow at
Elko, most of any race in 2018

62.36 - Percentage of cars that
started the 20 races that finished
on the lead lap in 2018

71.34 - Percent of cars that
started races in 2018 that were run-
ning at the finish

73.21 - Percent of laps run
under green in 2018

85.5 - Percent of the race at
Lucas Oil Raceway run under
green, the most of any race in 2018

100 - Top five finishes, in twenty
races, by cars equipped with the
Five Star Flange Fit Composite
Body

106 - Drivers that participated in
at least one race in 2018

117 - Total number of cautions in
2018

126 - Drivers that registered for
competition in the ARCA Racing
Series presented by Menards in
2018

176 - Lead changes in 20 races
198 - Top ten finishes, in twenty

races, by cars equipped with the
Five Star Flange Fit Composite
Body; only Joe Cooksey at
DuQuoin and Zach Ralston at
Kansas scored top ten finishes in
steel bodied racecars

222 - Total number of lead lap
finishers in 2018

499 - Number of entries that par-
ticipated in at least one race in

2018
511 - Number of entries that ar-

rived at the track to compete in an
event in 2018

520 - Points between champion
Sheldon Creed and runner-up
Zane Smith after the season finale
at Kansas

757 - Laps run under caution in
2018

763 - Laps led by Chandler
Smith in 2018, 263 laps more than
Sheldon Creed in second in the
laps led standings

2,746.45 - Possible race miles
2,826 - Total race laps possible
16,581 - Miles between races for

the ARCA Racing Series presented
by Menards transporters, from their
home in Temperance, Michigan to
each of the 20 races, including re-
turn trips to the two races that were
postponed by weather

54,299 - Race laps completed
by all drivers in 20 races in 2018

58,103.836 - Race miles com-
pleted in 20 races by 499 entries

76,271 - Laps turned in practice,
qualifying, and races by all drivers
who have entered and competed in
an ARCA Racing Series event in
2018

83,888.538 - Miles turned in
practice, qualifying, and races by
all drivers who have entered and
competed in an ARCA Racing Se-
ries presented by Menards event in
2018.

Major League Stock
Car Racing Returns to

Twin Cities: ARCA
at Elko Set for
July 13, 2019

Major-league stock car racing
will once again return to the Twin
Cities in 2019 when the ARCA Rac-
ing Series presented by Menards
will once again go to battle for 250
laps on the tight confines of Elko
Speedway on Saturday, July 13.
The 0.375-mile oval is the the
shortest track on the series sched-
ule.

The ARCA Racing Series will be
the marquee event of the track's
2019 schedule that includes the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries, several Eve of Destruction
events, and the annual Thunder-
struck 93. There is also a drive-in
movie theater on the track property,
one of only six in operation in the
state of Minnesota.

Gus Dean, driving for Win-Tron
Racing and team owner Kevin Cy-
winski, won the 2018 event at Elko.
Dean muscled Joe Graf, Jr. out of
the way with two laps to go to take
his only win of the season. Win-

Tron, now based in the Charlotte,
N.C. area, had been previously
based just a few miles from Elko
Speedway before relocating, and
team owner Cywinski has numer-
ous late model victories at the
track.

Elko Speedway first hosted the
ARCA Racing Series in 2012 in a
race won by Brennan Poole. Frank
Kimmel won in 2013 en route to his
tenth series championship, and
2015 series champ Grant Enfinger
won the 2014 event. After a one-
season hiatus in 2016, Elko re-
turned to the schedule in 2017 with
Austin Theriault winning on his way
to the series title.

For event ticket and schedule in-
formation, please visit TrackEnter-
prises.com. For complete
information on the ARCA Racing
Series presented by Menards, in-
cluding 2019 schedule information,
please visit ARCARacing.com.

Elko Speedway is located about
a half-hour south of downtown Min-
neapolis, a mile and a half west of
I-35 at the Elko-New Market exit.

Valvoline Extends
Official Motor Oil

Program with ARCA
Valvoline has extended their

partnership as Official Motor Oil of
the ARCA Racing Series presented
by Menards through 2019. With the
announcement, Valvoline will ex-
tend a relationship that has named
the company the exclusive motor
oil approved for use in the ARCA
Ilmor 396, a relationship which
dates to the engine's introduction in
2015.

"Weʼre proud to extend our part-
nership with ARCA through the
2019 Season,” Travis Montgomery,
Valvoline Associate Brand Manager
– Sports Marketing commented.
The ARCA Ilmor 396 engine with
Valvoline Motor Oil debuted at the
Daytona ARCA 200 in 2015. The
Valvoline/ARCA Ilmor 396 combi-
nation is undefeated in the 80
events contested since, and has
also won every pole award over
that time frame.

“Valvoline Pro-V Racing, as the
exclusive oil approved for use in
the ARCA Ilmor 396 engine, has
delivered the excellent perform-
ance demanded by race teams in
the ARCA Racing Series presented
by Menards,” said ARCA President
Ron Drager. “From the initial test-
ing conducted by Ilmor through 80
consecutive victories since 2015,
Valvoline has lived up to and ex-
ceeded its long standing reputation
as a winning brand of the highest
quality.” 
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SALEM, IN -
Champion Racing As-
sociation Powered by
JEGS officials have
announced that Pit-
Boxes.com will con-
tinue to support CRA
teams with the
ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Super Powered
by JEGS and the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Presented by

Chevrolet Performance for the up-
coming 2019 race season. For the
fourth season in a row Pit-
Boxes.com will continue its Pit
Crew Award Programs with both
series.   

“This is our chance to continue
to directly connect with the crew
members,” said Pitboxes.com
Owner Ricky Sanders. “The drivers
get a lot of the recognition, and
rightfully so, but at Pitboxes.com
we relate to the hard-working crew
members who are the driving force
behind much of a carʼs success.
We look forward to partnering with
CRA again on this award and look
forward to recognizing some of the
awesome crews out there.”

CRA officials will be looking to
honor the pit crews that really put
forth an extraordinary effort to get a
good finish at each series event.
The Pitboxes.com Pit Crew of the
Race at each event will be awarded
with a $200 Product Certificate
from Pitboxes.com starting with
CRA SpeedFest 2019 on January
26th. At the end of the season,
each series will recognize a Pit-
boxes.com Pit Crew of the Year,
each of those pit crews will receive
a $1,000 Product Certificate from
Pitboxes.com, which will be pre-
sented at the 2019 CRA Awards
Banquet. The Josh Brock Racing
team was the Pitboxes.com Pit
Crew of the Year with the
ARCA/CRA Super Series last sea-
son, while Mason Keller Racing
was the Pitboxes.com Pit Crew of
the Year with the JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour. 

“This is a fantastic award that
Ricky has come up with,” remarked
Glenn Luckett, Managing Partner
with CRA. “As much as this sport
focuses on the driver, stock car rac-
ing is still a team sport. Without a
hard working pit crew, the driver is
just not going to do well in our
races. CRA is very competitive rac-
ing and it takes a good, dedicated

pit crew to finish at the top each
week or to make the best of a bad
situation that has happened!”

With the popularity of the inter-
net, Pitboxes.com was launched in
1999 with a goal to specialize in
fabricating a high quality line of
standard and custom pitboxes.
Since that time the boxes have
gained such popularity that they
have become standard equipment
for almost any racer from Go
Karters to Motorcycles to Upper
levels of motorsports and every-
thing in between. The products of-
fered by Pitboxes.com has also
changed quite a bit over the years
having started with a stick built
steel frame with a store bought
toolbox to a much more modern
process of CAD drawn, Laser Cut,
Computer formed, all aluminum
construction, with an in house built
drawer system that is built to with
stand not only the use by the race
teams but also the many miles on
the highway that a race team has
to do going from race to race.

If you are a pro, amateur or even
new to the racing profession we are
very proud to offer you a world
class pit box or pit cart! We manu-
facture a complete line of standard
pit boxes, custom pit boxes, and pit
carts to fit your particular needs
and requirements. We are located
in Stockbridge GA and our boxes
are manufactured right here in the
USA. Pitboxes have been shipped
all over the world and we can cus-
tom create anything you have in
mind for your own pit box. Give us
a call and let us create your dream
PITBOX! More Information on Pit-
Boxes.com is available at www.pit-
boxes.com.

Additional information on all the
CRA Series is available
at www.cra-racing.com.

Champion Racing
Association

Announces New
Junior Late Model

Racing Series
SALEM, IN - Champion Racing

Association (CRA) officials an-
nounced today that they will intro-
duce a new racing series in 2019 to
focus on a youth movement for
short track stock car racing.  The
CRA Junior Late Model Series
powered by JEGS will see 10 to 15-
year-old drivers compete amongst

themselves for both experience
and recognition in full size late
models with economical drive train
and suspension alternatives.  The
inaugural schedule is expected to
feature 8-10 races in the Midwest,
with most expected to coincide with
existing events on the CRA sched-
ules.

The new series for Junior racers
will have a parental advisory com-
mittee to assist CRA with the de-
velopment and guidance of the
series.  Experienced Michigan
racer Chris Hettinger will chair the
advisory committee. “Myself and
many others are excited about this
new series,” Hettinger com-
mented.  “Weʼve seen what they
are doing with similar Junior racing
in California, and are excited that
CRA will oversee the development
and growth of this in the Midwest.
CRA is the leading short track
pavement sanctioning body for late
models, and having them take the
leading role with this gives it instant
credibility.  My phone has been
ringing of the wall with people want-
ing this to happen and wanting to
be a part of it all.  Its going to be a
great first season!”

From CRAʼs perspective, this is
just another step in trying to secure
and improve the future of stock car
racing.  According to CRAʼs R. J.
Scott, “It is absolutely time for
something like this…honestly itʼs
probably past time.  Our industry
has had a gap in the progression
for talented young racers that have
raced quarter midgets or go carts
and want to go into stock car rac-
ing.  This new series will help
bridge that gap, and give young
racers the chance to race against
each other and hone their skills be-
fore heading into top tier late model
racing like the JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour and the ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries.   We are looking forward to
crowning our first ever Junior Late
Model Champion next year!”

Many specific details will be
coming out in the following weeks.
A key component in the cost sav-
ings area will be the mandated use
of the $3900 factory sealed
Chevrolet 602 crate engine.  All
new engines will be purchased
from JEGS through
the seriesʼ lone repair
and certification part-
ner in McGunegill En-
gine Performance.
Teams will also be uti-
lizing less expensive
rear ends, transmis-
sions and springs and
shocks.  The series
will also be racing on
8-inch steel wheels

and utilizing 8-inch Hoosier Racing
tires.

Hettinger went on to note how
easily teams will be able to get in-
volved with these rule packages by
adding, “Eliminating bump stops
and coil binding will help new
teams have access to some older
cars that have been sitting on the
sidelines since the newer technol-
ogy took over. The complete rules
package will make it much more af-
fordable for people to get involved
and provide no real performance
advantage for newer cars over
older cars.”

CRA officials expect to have the
complete schedule and rules final-
ized in the next few weeks.  All info
can be found at the series website
at cra-racing.com.  Interested par-
ties can also stop by the CRA booth
inside the ARCA display during the
PRI Tradeshow.  The series will
also have a dedicated Facebook
page which can be found by
searching “CRA Junior Late Mod-
els” on Facebook.

Entry Forms Released
for CRA SpeedFest

2019 at Crisp
Motorsports Park

SALEM, IN - Champion Racing
Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials have released the entry
forms for CRA SpeedFest 2019 at
Crisp Motorsports Park - Home of
Watermelon Capital Speedway.
The prestigious pre-season event
featuring Super Late Models and
Pro Late Models will be held on Fri-
day, January 25th and Saturday,
January 26th, with Sunday January
27th as the events rain date. As is
tradition, this event is held the
weekend prior to the Super Bowl
every year. This will be the 8th
straight year that SpeedFest has
been held at Crisp Motorsports
Park - Home of the Watermelon
Capital Speedway, which is located
in Cordele, Georgia. 

Additional track and event infor-
mation can be found at www.crisp-
motorsportspark.com. 

CRA SpeedFest 2019 Entry
Forms can be found at www.cra-
racing.com.
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Pit Crew Award Programs

with CRA for 2019



MOORESVILLE,
NC - One of the pro-
grams that paved the
way for the success of
the CARS Late Model
Stock Tour in 2018, is
once again returning
in a new and improved
way. The CARS Late
Model Stock “Touring
12” program will return

for a second season with familiar
incentives, as well as several new
program bonuses for the selected
teams.

The Touring 12 program is dedi-
cated to a selected amount of
twelve teams that sign an agree-
ment to compete full time on the
tour in 2019, all while promoting the
tour and its events to the public.
Teams that are a part of the pro-
gram will receive payment and
other incentives throughout the
year for their participation.

The application process for the
Touring 12 program is open to all
teams who feel like they can meet
the requirements set forth in the
agreement. The CARS Tour will
begin accepting application on De-
cember 4th, 2018 and conclude on
February 1st, 2019. The selected
Touring 12 teams will be notified no
later than February 7th with a pub-
lic announcement to follow.

The deciding factors in deter-
mining the Touring 12 class of 2019
will be based on: historic CARS
Tour participation, team/driver ac-
complishments, merit to CARS
Tour sanction body both now and in
the future, and the ability to main-
tain the standards of the Touring 12
agreement in its entirety. Teams
that were in the 2018 program do
not receive an automatic bid to be a
part of the program for the 2019
season.         

Teams selected for the Touring
12 program will receive the follow-
ing benefits if accepted as part of
the program for the 2019 season:

• Annual entry to all eleven
championship points races is just
$825 for Touring 12 teams. A sav-
ings of $975 compared to entering
each event on the 2019 season
which would total $1,800.

• Each team will be able to pur-
chase two (2) sets of tires each
race weekend at the track at a dis-
count rate of $100 per set through-
out the 2019 season.

• Touring 12 teams will be guar-
anteed $1,000 to start each cham-
pionship points feature event in
2019. In addition any team that at-
tempts the race weekend but does
not start the feature event due to
qualifying and/or mechanical is-
sues will receive $500 for their ef-
forts.

• Each and every event Touring
12 teams will receive four (4) gen-
eral admission tickets to every
championship points events on the
2019 schedule

• Drivers associated with Touring
12 teams will receive a merchan-
dise line for the 2019 season. Mer-
chandise line will include but not
limited to hats, shirts, stickers, and
more. The CARS Tour will pay for,
manage, and sell merchandise line
for Touring 12 teams throughout
the 2019 season. Touring 12 teams
will also receive a commission off
of the annual merchandise sales
program.

• New for the Touring 12 pro-
gram in 2019 is “preferred parking”
for teams at every event on the
schedule with the exception of the
two Hickory races. Teams will re-
ceive a special time and track loca-
tion to park for each event that is
devoted to just the Touring 12 com-
petitors.

• An additional monumental
asset to the program in 2019, will
be that each Touring 12 team will
receive one (1) provisional for a
feature event starting position to
use at their discretion, should they
not qualify for a race anytime on
the 2019 schedule. Once the provi-
sional is used once for the season
then no other exceptions will be
made.

“We are bringing back the Tour-
ing 12 program again this season.
Based on what weʼve seed, feed-
back from fans, and feedback from
teams it was an absolute perfect
program. When we you do the fig-
ures it basically put anywhere from
$6,000-$7,000 into each Touring 12
team this year; thatʼs a pretty nice
sponsorship, if you want to call it
that, from the series,” explained se-
ries owner Jack McNelly. “In ʼ19,
weʼll do the same, plus a couple
new perks that just make the pro-
gram that much more desirable to
be a part of.”

In addition to the Touring 12 pro-
gram, the Loyalty Bonus Bucks

program will continue as well for
any team not selected to the pro-
gram in 2019. Any team who com-
petes in any 3 consecutive
championship points races will re-
ceive $500 cash bonus added to
their purse at the third event. Any
team that competes in all eleven
championship points races in 2019,
that is not a Touring 12 member,
will receive a $500 cash bonus
added to their purse at the season
finale in South Boston.  

For additional information on the

CARS Response Energy Late
Model Stock Tour and the CARS
Response Energy Super Late
Model Tour visit www.carsracing-
tour.com. Be sure to stay active
and social with the tour by liking
“CARS Tour” on Facebook, follow-
ing @CARSTour on Twitter, and
scrolling through photos on Insta-
gram cars_tour. Additional series
information can be obtained by call-
ing the CARS Tour series office, lo-
cated in Mooresville, NC, at
704.662.9212.
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Open Up for Applications
on December 4th

TULSA, OK - For
teams looking to enter
the 34th annual Lucas
Oil Tulsa Shootout at
the discounted rate,
time is running out as
the deadline to get the
$25 savings per class
is Wednesday, De-
cember 5, 2018.

Entries can be
submitted online
at http://www.tul-

sashootout.com 24-hours a day.
Those who wish to enter by mail
can send entries to 1140 S. 83rd
East Ave. Tulsa, OK 74112 or can
call (918) 838-3777 to enter, Mon-
day-Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 5:00
P.M. (CT).

With the discount deadline in
sight, the number of entries for the
"Mecca of Micros" has shot past
the 700 mark with 715 among the
seven classes offered.

Leading the entry count so far is
Stock Non-Wing at 155 drivers
making the trip from 113 Cities
scattered across 22 States. Over-
all, 356 drivers from 227 Cities, 31
States, and two Countries have en-
tered the 34th annual Lucas Oil
Tulsa Shootout. Of those entered,
204 are running in two or more
classes with 60 in four divisions.

A quick scan of the entry list
finds several drivers taking advan-
tage of the extra laps to prepare for
the 33rd Lucas Oil Chili Bowl Na-
tionals presented by General Tire.
So far, 8 drivers will take part in
both events, including three-time
Tulsa Shootout winner, Brady
Bacon. Another former Shootout
winner, Chance Morton is also on
the list as well as Chad Winfrey,
who topped the Shootout twice in
1993 and 1997 in Quad competi-
tion.

Taking place at Tulsa Expo
Raceway, located inside the River

Spirit Expo Center, the 2019 edition
of the Lucas Oil Tulsa Shootout
moves in starting with Early Park-
ing on December 31, 2018, and
goes green on January 2, 2019,
with racing through January 5,
2018. With entry to the "Mecca of
Micros" opening on September 25,
a field of 197 entries has already
poured in from 100 drivers. Those
entered so far represent 76 Munic-
ipalities, 18 States, and two Coun-
tries.

The full list of entries can be
found online at www.tul-
sashootout.com/profile/schedule/re
sults.aspx?r=243201&rt=sch and is
updated as often as possible.

The lineup for the 2019 event
will include A-Class (Wing, Non-
Wing, and Restricted), Outlaw
(Wing and Non-Wing), and Junior
Sprints as well as the new Xcel
600cc Modifieds for an event run of
seven classes.

New for the 2019 event in all
classes, RaceCeivers will be
mandatory. They will be available
at the event. Frequency will be
454.000.

Official class rules are posted
at www.tulsashootout.com. Rules
questions can be directed to Matt
Ward, who is the director of com-
petition for the Lucas Oil Tulsa
Shootout. Contact for Matt Ward in-
cludes Cell Phone at (918) 995-
1650 or the office at (918)
838-3777. Questions regarding the
Xcel 600cc Modifieds can be di-
rected to Doug Borger at (484)
464-5319.

The Lucas Oil Tulsa Shootout
takes place at the Tulsa Expo
Raceway, located inside the River
Spirit Expo Center in Tulsa, Okla.
More information on the event will
be released as the event draws
closer. All official rules, event infor-
mation, and dates are online
at www.tulsashootout.com.
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Mooresville, NC  • P U B L I C   A U C T I O N  Mooresville, NC  • P U B L I C   A U C T I O N  
December 11 & 12, 2018

2 Day Sale - Starting at 9:30 AM Each Day – Doors Open at 8:30 AM
SALE LOCATION:: 206 Overhill Dr, Mooresville, NC, 28117; From I-77 North of Charlotte to Exit 36, go East to Corporate Center Drive,

turn left (Zaxbyʼs will be on the corner); go to second stop sign, turn left onto Overhill Drive. 206 will be on the right; watch for Auction Signs   
PARTIAL SALE LISTING - PARTS

hood, shocks, alum ducts, batteries, windshields, radio headsets, plastic chain, alum box, C/F air boxes, lockers, braided line, SB2 heads,
wheel studs, exhaust pcs, oil pump w/lines, brake pads, triple disc clutches, headers, parts trays, rocker stands, spring rubbers, ring & pinions,
floor jacks, alum radiators, transmission gears & shafts, sway bars, yoke, steering boxes, oil coolers, new valves, carb spacers, splitters, alum
seat, rocker bars, starter, oil remote, camshafts, wiring, C/F tank, grill inserts, wrist pins, fuel cell bladders, screw jack hdw, spark plug boots,
gauge panel, transmission shafts & gears, rotors, tool batteries & chargers, C/F ducts, pig, MSD hdw, clamp collars, tank heaters, brake duct
hose, motor for C & R cool down unit, power tools, insulation, Ford heads, oil pans, roller rockers, fan belts, sway bar arms, electric fans, Halo,
seat hardware, plastic bags, regulators, liquid line filter drier, aeroquip, Long shifter, helix, spoiler checker, coil packs, spring cups, r/e housings,
driveshafts, Tex Racing transmission, Pankl & Carrillo rods, C/F floor panels  
PARTIAL SALE LISTING – EQUIPMENT 
Water Buffalo's, suspension racks, rolling racks, motor stands, air tank, gear rack, Dayton 4 ton port-a-power, Waste Oil container & contain-
ment pit, bump steer gauge, floor jack, paper taper 

OOWNERSWNERS, H, HENDRICKENDRICK MMOTORSPORTSOTORSPORTS, G, GAUNTAUNT BBROTHERSROTHERS RRACINGACING, R, RICHARDICHARD CCHILDRESSHILDRESS RRACINGACING,,
PPLUSLUS OOTHERTHER TTOPOP CCONSIGNORSONSIGNORS

TERMS OF SALE: Terms of sale is cash, cashier checks, money orders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or Mastercard. Business or Personal Checks must be accom-
panied by a Bank Letter of Credit submitted to cashier on Sale Days. There will be a 15% buyerʼs premium charged on each lot number sold, with a 5% dis-
count given for cash. Driver's license or picture identification is required to register. All items sold “As Is, Where Is” with no guarantees or warranty expressed or
implied. Buyers must settle and remove all items at the end of each sale day. Announcements sale day take precedence over any printed matter 

Visit our website for additional info:  www.mcsauctions.com
Maria Vannice, Auctioneer  Danny Irvin, Auctioneer   
NCAL #8595    IN AU10800010 NCAL #8657    IN AU10800039

Auction Firm License #8623

NOTE:NOTE:

New MSC Auction

New MSC Auction

Sale Location
Sale Location



BROWNSBURG,
IN - Ollieʼs Bargain
Outlet, one of Amer-
icaʼs largest retailers
of closeout merchan-
dise and excess in-
ventory, will join the All
Star Circuit of Cham-
pions in 2019 as the
official title sponsor,
fueling one of the na-

tionʼs most historic, as well as pres-
tigious, touring winged sprint car
series.

“We are thrilled to have Ollieʼs
Bargain Outlet join the All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions in 2019. Just like
the Ollieʼs brand is synonymous
with bargains, sprint car racing rep-
resents a real value to its loyal fans.
We are privileged to have Ollieʼs
join the All Star Family,” Tony Stew-
art said, All Star Circuit of Champi-
ons owner. “Iʼm confident we can
do our part in representing Ollieʼs
Bargain Outlet at the highest level,
as well as showcase their brand to
fans and racers from across the
country. I am very much looking for-
ward to meeting a lot of fans at
Ollieʼs stores in the coming years.”

Founded in Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
Ollieʼs Bargain Outletʼs roots are in-
stilled in a sprint car hotbed. Ollieʼs
has grown to 303 locations in 23
states, offering real bargain prices
in every department, from house-
wares to sporting goods to flooring
and food. Ollieʼs buyers scour the
world looking for closeouts, over-
stocks, package changes, manu-
facturer refurbished goods, and
irregulars.

“We are honored to be associ-
ated with the All Star Circuit of
Champions,” said Mark Butler,
President and CEO of Ollieʼs Bar-
gain Outlet. “Founded in Central
Pennsylvania, sprint car racing is
certainly a part of our local commu-
nity. The sprint car fan base has al-
ways been a supporter of Ollieʼs
Bargain Outlet. We hope to mold a
strong relationship with Tony Stew-
artʼs All Stars, as well as build an
everlasting relationship with their
fans from all parts of the country.”

In addition, Mobil 1, the official
synthetic motor oil brand of the All
Star Circuit of Champions, will re-
turn in 2019 as the official present-
ing sponsor.

“Sprint car racing is not only one
of the most competitive and excit-

ing forms of racing in the world, it is
also extremely demanding on
teams, cars and engines,” said
Christian Flathman, global motor-
sports and sponsorship advisor at
ExxonMobil. “Week in and week
out, teams in this series hit the road
to compete throughout the country.
Our scientists and engineers work
every day to make sure that Mobil 1
will not only help teams get their
trucks and haulers to the race, but
help them get their sprint cars to
victory lane at the track.”

A connection that dates back
nearly five decades, motorsports
continues to form a key element in
ExxonMobilʼs heritage and pedi-
gree, constantly pushing ahead
with new technological advances to
improve their range of oils and lu-
bricants. Its relationship with the
Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions will ensure an
important grassroots presence,
which is a building block to many of
the worldʼs leading motorsports di-
visions.

About the All Star Circuit of
Champions: All Star Enterprises,
LLC, wholly owned by Tony Stew-
art, d/b/a the All Star Circuit of
Champions, is a winged sprint car
series. The All-Star Circuit of
Champions Sprint Car Series is
one of the oldest traveling 410
sprint car organizations and is a
staple of grassroots, open-wheel
racing. Formed in 1970 by Bud
Miller, the series has largely been
considered the first 'outlaw' Sprint
Car organization of the modern era.
Motorsports entrepreneur Tony
Stewart agreed to terms with Guy
Webb to become the sole owner of
the original winged sprint car tour in
January of 2015.

About Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet:
Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet, Inc., founded
in 1982, is one of Americaʼs largest
retailers of closeouts and excess
inventory, offering real brands at
real bargain prices. Famous for its
signature catch-phrase Good Stuff
Cheap, Ollieʼs has a huge variety of
famous brand-name merchandise
in every department – food, books,
housewares, toys, electronics, do-
mestics, clothing, furniture, health
and beauty, flooring, seasonal
items and so much more – at up to
70 percent off the fancy storesʼ
prices. You never know what youʼll
find at one of Ollieʼs 303 “semi-

lovely” stores in Alabama,
Arkansas, Connecticut, Delaware,
Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Ken-
tucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Michi-
gan, Mississippi, New Jersey, New
York, North Carolina, Ohio, Penn-
sylvania, Rhode Island, South Car-
olina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia
and West Virginia. For more infor-
mation, visit www.ollies.us. Like us
on Facebook or find us on Twitter
at @OlliesOutlet. Ollieʼs is a pub-
licly-traded company on NASDAQ
under the ticker symbol OLLI.

Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet
All Star Circuit of

Champions to Head-
line 56 Events Across

12 States in 2019
BROWNSBURG, IN - Celebrat-

ing five seasons under the owner-
ship of three-time NASCAR Cup
Series champion, Tony Stewart, the
Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions presented by
Mobil 1 will continue an upward
trend and ultimately reach new
heights in 2019, set to visit 35 facil-
ities for 56 events between late-
January and the end of September.
Americaʼs Series will visit 12 states
during their journeys, marching
throughout much of the Midwest
and Mid-Atlantic, as well as north-
ern Florida.

In traditional fashion, the All Star
Circuit of Champions will launch
the new year with action in the Sun-
shine State, set to do battle at
Bubba Raceway Park and Volusia
Speedway Park for five events be-
tween January 31 and February 7.

After a five-race stint in Florida
to kick-off the season, Tony Stew-
artʼs All Stars will relax for a two
months before returning to compe-
tition in the heart of the Mid-At-
lantic, first visiting Virginia Motor
Speedway (VMS) in Jamaica, Va.,
on Thursday, April 11. The visit to
the Old Dominion State will launch
the 2019 point season for the All
Star Circuit of Champions. Like
2018, Florida events will not award
points toward the overall All Star
championship. In addition, the sea-
sonʼs first point-earning event will
award a $10,000 top prize.

Including the visit to VMS, ten
events on the 2019 All Star sched-
ule will award more than the tradi-
tional $5,000 top prize. In fact,
seven of the ten high-paying pro-
grams will hand out top prizes
equaling a minimum of $10,000;
Virginia Motor Speedway on April
11 ($10,000), Wayne County
Speedwayʼs Ohio Sprint Speed-
week finale on June 22 ($10,000),

Jackson Motorplex on July 26
($10,000), Wayne County Speed-
wayʼs Pete Jacobs Memorial on
September 1 ($10,000), the 52nd
Annual Tuscarora 50 at Port Royal
Speedway on September 7
($52,000), the Dean Knittel Memo-
rial at Atomic Speedway on Sep-
tember 14 ($12,554), and the Dirt
Classic at Lincoln Speedway on
September 21 ($20,000). 

The Tommy Hinnershitz Memo-
rial at Williams Grove Speedway
and the Lou Blaney Memorial at
Sharon Speedway will each award
a $6,000 top prize in 2019, while
the Jack Gunn Memorial at
Williams Grove Speedway, once
again supporting a twin feature for-
mat, will award a combined total
reaching $8,000; $4,000 to each
twin feature winner.

The 37th edition of Cometic
Gasket Ohio Sprint Speedweek
presented by C&R Racing will take
on a slightly new look in 2019 with
Wayne County Speedway hosting
a pair of events including the
$10,000-to-win finale. Demanding,
to say the least, the Ohio Sprint
Speedweek schedule, stretching
from Friday, June 14 until Saturday,
June 22, will be comprised of nine-
straight events kicking off with ac-
tion at Attica Raceway Park.

Following the Attica Speedweek
opener, the All Stars will trek to El-
dora Speedway, Muskingum
County Speedway, Wayne County
Speedway, Sharon Speedway,
Atomic Speedway, Mansfield Motor
Speedway, Limaland Motorsports
Park, and Wayne County Speed-
way, respectively.

Once again, the All Star Circuit
of Champions will have the oppor-
tunity to compete west of the Mis-
sissippi River, as the Series sets
aim for a trio of stops throughout
southern Minnesota and the east-
ern half of Iowa. Including the
aforementioned Jackson Motor-
plex, the All Stars will invade 34
Raceway and Knoxville Raceway
during their venture into the heart
of the Midwest; a perfect test ses-
sion for the annual Knoxville Na-
tionals scheduled for mid-August.

The second of two visits to The
Big E in 2019, the All Star Circuit of
Champions will conclude their up-
coming season by co-headlining
the historic 4-Crown Nationals at
Eldora Speedway. Joining all three
national touring divisions of USAC,
the 4-Crown Nationals finale will
feature four divisions and four main
events, all of which contested on
Saturday, September 28.

Fans are encouraged to stay
alert via social media, as well as at
www.allstarsprint.com.
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QUEEN CREEK,
AZ - Adding his first
career ASCS South-
west Regional victory
to his list of accolades,
California's Colby
Copeland held off a
fierce D.J. Netto to
pick up $5,000 in the
third annual Copper
Classic at Arizona
Speedway. Copeland
is the 52nd different

winner in ASCS Southwest Re-
gional competition.

Falling to second on the opening
revolution to Michael Kofoid who
shot the cushion to the race lead,
Copeland raced back to the point
on Lap 2. Just pulling into traffic,
the first caution of the A-Feature
came on Lap 7 for debris.

Restarting with a slower ma-
chine as a buffer over Kofoid, the
lapped traffic worked to Copeland's
favor as the driver of the No. 5c
moved to just over a half-second
lead before racing back into traffic
with 16 laps to run.

With D.J. Netto retaking second
on Lap 15, the No. 88 was on
Copeland in a matter of seconds as
the leader tagged the back of the
No. 22 of Jesse Baker trying to put
him a lap down. Taking advantage,
Netto dove for the lead through the
third and fourth turns, but too wide
off the fourth turn, Copeland turned
under and reclaimed the top spot.

Rebuilding his run, Netto again
went for the slide a couple laps
later but would meet the same re-
sult as the caution flew shortly after
for Justin Sanders who rolled to a
stop while running fifth. Back under
power, the Californians were
locked in a battle for the lead with
the No. 88 going for the point in
turn three, then again, in turn, one,
with both coming up shy.

With the lead in hand, Copeland
again pulled to just over a half-sec-
ond advantage before the red lights
came on working Lap 28 as Robbie
Price who took a hard ride in the
first and second turns. Robbie was
unharmed.

Back to the last fully completed
lap, the green flew with three laps
to go with Michael Kofoid and D.J.
Netto swapping the runner-up spot
through turns one and two. Racing
back around the No. 8 of Kofoid,
Netto dropped to the deck in turn
three and again went for the slide
on Copeland, but just like before

the slide would be answered as
Copeland raced by and opened it
up to 0.821 seconds of breathing
room.

D.J. Netto in second was joined
on the podium by Roger Crockett
who grabbed away the show posi-
tion off the final turn. Michael Ko-
foid would settle for fourth with
Hunter Schuerenberg fifth.

John Carney II crossed sixth
with Tanner Carrick, Garen Linder,
Justyn Cox, and Rick Ziehl com-
pleting the top-ten. With the top-ten
finish, Rick Ziehl clinched his 10th
ASCS Southwest Regional Cham-
pionship; winning by 36 points over
Jesse Baker.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation log onto www.ascsrac-
ing.com, follow on Facebook, on
Instagram, and on Twitter (@Luca-
sOilASCS).

Netto Holds Off
Copeland To Win
Copper Classic

Opener
QUEEN CREEK, AZ - A thrilling

opener to the third annual Copper
Classic, California's D.J. Netto
barely held off Colby Copeland off
the final turn to win for the third time
in his career at Arizona Speedway
with the ASCS Southwest Region.

Having to chase from fourth,
Netto raced to second on Lap 3 as
Justyn Cox led the way; having

taken the point the previous lap
from Mark Dobmeier. Keeping pace
by over a half-second, the race
went under red flag conditions as
Matt Covington's night came to a
violent end in the third turn while
working Lap 6.

Back to five laps complete on
the restart, Netto looked low for the
lead but couldn't pick up the posi-
tion as Cox began marching away.
Not getting away for long, slower
traffic came into play with 10 laps in
the book. Racing low on Lap 11,
Netto took over the lead off turn
two. Leaving Justyn Cox to battle
for second, the No. 5v dropped to
third as sixth starting Colby
Copeland took over second.

Remaining in heavy lapped traf-
fic, the slower cars worked to
Netto's advantage with the No. 88
moving to a nearly two-second ad-
vantage with 10 laps to run. Down
to five laps to run, Netto led the way
by just over 3.5 seconds as the

caution flew for Colton Hardy.
Back to green with a lapped car

between the top two drivers, D.J.
Netto committed to the cushion as
Copeland struggled to clear the
slower machine of Jesse Baker. Fi-
nally getting by, the caution flew
again with a pair of laps to run as
third running, Justyn Cox, stopped
on the back straightaway.

To the green, white, checkered
finish, Copeland and Netto were
side by side as the pair came
around to start the final lap. Stay-
ing nearly wheel to wheel through
the final lap, D.J. Netto barely
fought back to the win by 0.187
seconds. Colby Copeland held on
for second with Justin Sanders in
third. Mark Dobmeier in fourth was
chased to the line by Roger Crock-
ett to round out the top-five.

Garen Linder was sixth, Robbie
Price was seventh. Jack Dover,
Blake Carrick, and Rick Ziehl made
up the top ten.
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Colby Copeland celebrates in victory lane after winning the Copper
Classic at Arizona Speedway. (Ron Gilson photo)



Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA -

Sonoma Raceway has
taken the checkered
flag on its 18th annual
Thanksgiving Food
Drive, distributing
more than 6,200
pounds of non-perish-
able food to Friends in
Sonoma Helping
(FISH) and the Red-
wood Empire Food
Bank (REFB) in Santa
Rosa. 

This yearʼs 6,232-
pound donation brings
the racewayʼs 18-year
total to more than 39

tons of non-perishable food items
for Bay Area food banks. In addi-
tion, the raceway distributed more
than $1,300 in cash contributions
from community members to the
food banks. 

FISH has helped Sonoma Valley
residents in times of need since
1970 and provides not only food,
but clothing, transportation and
emergency rental assistance to
Sonoma Valley residents. The food
collected through the Sonoma
Raceway Thanksgiving Food Drive
is used for the organizationʼs Holi-
day Food Basket program. Last
holiday season, FISH distributed
570 food baskets impacting more
than 2,200 individuals. Though
much food is donated, each food
basket costs an additional $36 be-
cause they include fresh eggs, pro-
duce, shelf stable products and a
$25 gift card supported by cash
contributions to FISH.

“Our deepest gratitude to every-
one at the raceway and friends of
the raceway who contribute food
and money in order to provide a
significant quantity of food to our
neighbors in Sonoma Valley who
would not otherwise be able to cel-
ebrate the holidays with joy,” said
Sandy Drew, leadership team,
F.I.S.H. Holiday Food Basket Pro-
gram. 

Sonoma Raceway was not
alone in its efforts. Special thanks
to RKA Motorcycle Luggage in
Windsor, which organized the 18th
annual Thanksgiving Food Drive
Ride of 46 riders to the raceway to
donate food and cash to the
cause.  In addition, Falck Northern
California/verihealth, Levy Restau-
rants, National Auto Sport Associa-
tion, Pedroncelli Mobile Bottling
LLC, The Save Mart Companies,
Sonoma Drags & Drift, powered by
Universal Technical Institute, par-
ticipants and spectators, Sonoma
Gourmet, Sonoma Market and
Glen Ellen Village Market, Sonoma

Valley Fire and Rescue Authority
and Schell-Vista Fire Protection
District all contributed to the suc-
cess of the food drive. 

The Redwood Empire Food
Bank (REFB) is Sonoma Countyʼs
largest hunger-relief organization,
serving 82,000 individuals and fam-
ilies. In response to the great need
of rebuilding Sonoma County, the
REFB launched the Gallaher Chal-
lenge whereas the Gallaher family
will match all new and increased
giving to the REFB through Dec.
31, 2018. The family has commit-
ted to matching up to $1 million dol-
lars. To learn more about the
Gallaher Challenge In Support of
Redwood Empire Food Bank,
please visit www.refb.org. 

"Sonoma Raceway generously
donated thousands of pounds of
non-perishable food to the Red-
wood Empire Food Bank through
its annual food drive, which helps
keep our warehouse shelves
stocked during the winter months
and throughout the year,” said Red-
wood Empire Food Bank's Com-
munity Engagement Coordinator,
Ali West.

“We are deeply grateful for
Sonoma Raceway's continued
partnership and dedication to help-
ing us nourish our neighbors and
end hunger in our community.”

For more information about
Sonoma Raceway community
events, call 800-870-RACE (7223)
or visit SonomaRaceway.com.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - For decades,

fans in the Talladega Superspeed-
way frontstretch grandstands lo-
cated near Turn 1 have been
treated to some of NASCARʼs clos-
est finishes at the venueʼs leg-
endary start-finish line. Beginning
with this springʼs GEICO 500 week-
end from April 26-28, campers will
have the opportunity to forever ex-
perience the thrill of the trackʼs epic
checkered flag conclusions from

the comfort of their RVs in the new
Finish Line Premium RV area.

Adding RV upgrades and ameni-
ties is a major aspect of Talladegaʼs
$50 million Transformation redevel-
opment project, which will show-
case several new renovations that
will crank up the fan experience to
the next level at Alabamaʼs historic
2.66-mile complex during its 50th
Anniversary. Construction is al-
ready underway for a new Turn 3
Oversized Vehicle Tunnel that is
also scheduled to open in time for
the spring race weekend. The 2-
lane underpass will be large
enough to accommodate RVs and
give campers 24-hour access to
the infield starting Wednesday of
race week. New Infield Shower
Trailers are also set to be com-
pleted for spring of 2019. 

The Finish Line Premium RV re-
served area, which will be located
on the inside of the track just past
the start-finish line, will add 67
paved RV camping spots perfect
for both motorhomes and fifth
wheels. Each spot will be 21 feet by
50 feet in size and provide full
hookups to power, water and
sewer.

The area, which will give fans a
birdʼs-eye view of the field of driv-
ers as they cross the start-finish
line and head off into Turn 1, will
also be secured and have desig-
nated quiet times.

An all-inclusive package is avail-
able for campers who reserve a
slot in the Finish Line Premium RV
area for Talladegaʼs spring 2019
tripleheader weekend, highlighted
by two 5-day infield admission
passes and two Sunday Pre-Race
Pit Pass Upgrades, which give
guests access to an array of activi-
ties to see like the
Drivers Meeting red
carpet entry, the Pre-
Race Driver Q&A
session and Driver
Introductions. 

Guests may pur-

chase up to eight additional infield
admissions per account, including
ones that come with a Sunday Pre-
Race Pit Pass Upgrade. Buyers will
also receive a camping placard,
one tow vehicle pass and the op-
tion to purchase a maximum of two
infield parking spots per account in
the “Infield Hospitality Parking” lot. 

When the 2019 fall race week-
end rolls around, guests will have
their first chance to explore the new
interactive Garage Fan Zone Expe-
rience. The area will allow fans to
view teams, cars and inspection
stations up-close, as well as relax
in a new 35,000-square-foot Open
Air Club and enjoy Wi-Fi, conces-
sion and souvenir stands. 

For the October ʻ19 weekend,
guests in the Finish Line Premium
RV area will receive two 3-day
Garage Fan Zone Experience
Passes in lieu of two Sunday Pre-
Race Pit Pass Upgrades (in spring)
and can choose to upgrade any ad-
ditional admissions with Garage
Fan Zone Experience Passes. All
other benefits will remain the
same.  

Fans can reserve a Finish Line
Premium RV spot for $2,600 per
race or $5,200 for the season in
Row 1, while slots in Row 2 cost
$2,500 for a race and $5,000 for
the season. To purchase spots in
the Finish Line Premium RV, fans
are encouraged to visit www.tal-
ladegasuperspeedway.com or call
855-518-RACE (7223).

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Lucky fans of

Atlanta Motor Speedway are going
to experience the Feb. 22-24, 2019
Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 week-
end with prizes that will make it the
ultimate NASCAR experience.

Throughout NASCARʼs 2018
playoffs, AMS gave three lucky
fans and their friends unrivaled ex-
periences for the Folds of Honor
QuikTrip 500 weekend, from
garage access to a chance to
waive the green flag for an official
qualifying session:

Round 1 prize: Four green flag
waiving experiences during the
NASCAR Gander Outdoors quali-
fying session at Atlanta Motor
Speedway and four Sunday morn-
ing garage tours while teams pre-
pare for the Folds of Honor
QuikTrip 500.

(Continued Next Page)
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Sonoma Raceway employees drop off food to the Friends in
Sonoma Helping (FISH) food bank. (Sonoma Raceway photo)



Continued…

• Winner: Corey
Barnard from Gallatin,
Tenn.

Round 2 prize: Ul-
timate camping and
tailgating experience
for four (4) with access
to a coveted camping
and tailgating space
along Atlanta Motor
Speedwayʼs back-
stretch, just feet away
from the racing action.

• Winner: Tony El-
lenburg from Black, Ala.

Round 3 prize: Garage and pit
lane hot passes for four (4), giving
access to NASCAR garages and
the pits ahead of and during the
race.

• Winner: Jennifer Brady from
Gainesville, Ga.

Though the last of Atlanta Motor
Speedwayʼs playoff prizes have
been given away, anyone can ex-
perience the thrills of NASCAR
when it returns to Atlanta Motor

Speedway on Feb. 22-24, 2019.
The weekend features Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series qualify-
ing on Friday, doubleheader action
with the Rinnai 250 and Gander
Outdoors Truck Series race on Sat-
urday, and the stars of NASCAR
battling in Sundayʼs Folds of Honor
QuikTrip 500.

The Folds of Honor QuikTrip
500, always a unique test of driver,
car, and crew, will be the first to uti-
lize NASCARʼs new racing pack-
age, featuring aerodynamic
changes and horsepower reduc-
tions designed to make the racing
closer and more intense.

To purchase 2019 Folds of
Honor QuikTrip 500 tickets, contact
Atlanta Motor Speedway at (770)
946-4211, (877) 9-AMS-TIX or visit
www.atlantamotorspeedway.com.

Gateway Motorsports Park
MADISON, IL - Gateway Motor-

sports Park in Madison, Illinois
today announced its second dou-
bleheader of the 2019 season: IN-
DYCAR and the NASCAR K&N Pro

Series will race on the same track
on the same day. The cars and
stars of the Indianapolis 500 will be
joined by NASCARʼs future heroes
on Saturday, August 24, 2019.

All three of NASCARʼs 2018
champions – Joey Logano (Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series),
Tyler Reddick (Xfinity Series) and
Brett Moffitt (NASCAR Gander Out-
doors Truck Series) – won their first
NASCAR races in the NASCAR
K&N Pro Series.

Gateway Motorsports Park Ex-
ecutive Vice President and General
Manager Chris Blair made the an-
nouncement after speedway
Owner and CEO Curtis Francois
signed the sanctioning agreement.

“Our slogan for 2019 is ʻAction is
the attractionʼ and this double-
header will be the second of our
2019 season,” Blair said. “ The
combination of the Bommarito Au-
tomotive Group 500 and the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East-
West combo race – two races on
the same track on the same day –
delivers on our promise.”

The first doubleheader of the
2019 season will be the NASCAR
Gander Outdoors Truck Series-
ARCA Racing Series presented by
Menards combo on Saturday, June
22.

“We are offering more racing
than ever before on our INDYCAR
Weekend,” Blair added. “Gateway
fans will see the third annual Bom-
marito Automotive Group 500 IN-
DYCAR race, the NASCAR K&N
Pro Series, Indy Lights, the Pro
Mazda Series and vintage Indy Car
racing over one two-day weekend
here next year.”

Derek Kraus  won GMPʼs inau-
gural NASCAR K&N Pro Series
East-West combo race, the 2018
Monaco Cocktails Gateway Classic
presented by West Coast Stock
Car Hall of Fame.

To purchase tickets or obtain ad-
ditional information on Gateway
Motorsports Park, please call (618)
215-8888 or visit www.gate-
waymsp.com. Follow GMP on
Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat and
Instagram.
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TULSA, OK - With
over 100 entries con-
firmed, the list of driv-
ers for the 33rd annual
Lucas Oil Chili Bowl
Nationals presented
by General Tire has
been released with
118 entries listed on
the Chili Bowl website.

Including 25 for-
mer A-Feature
starters, the list of

teams includes 2006 race winner,
Tim McCreadie, who has made the
shift to racing for James Neuman
Racing for the 2019 event. Reveal-
ing a throwback design dedicated
to his father, Bob McCreadie, the
2018 World 100 winner will sport
the No. 9 on the Boss/SR-11 pow-
ered machine, McCreadie is one of
four drivers in the Neuman Racing
camp with Jake Neuman, Brian
Shirley, and Joe B. Miller filling the
other three rides.

Announcing his return to the
Chili Bowl, Hendrick Motorsports
driver Alex Bowman will make his
fourth appearance in the Lucas Oil
Chili Bowl Nationals. Bowman's
last run in the Chili Bowl was in
2016 with a 13th place finish in the
E-Feature. Alex will field a second
car for USAC racing star, C.J.
Leary, who wheeled a car for Bow-

man in 2018 and raced into a B-
Feature on Saturday night.

Always a field of drivers to
watch, the Chili Bowl Rookie class
a dozen drivers so far. Comprised
of a strong mix of competitors from
nearly every discipline, East Coast
open-wheel driver L.J. Lombardo
will make his first attempt in Tulsa.
Racing for Kenney Johnson, the
22-year racing veteran competes
throughout the season in 358,
Sportsman, and Big Block Modi-
fieds. His 2018 season included a
trio of wins.

So far, entries for the 33rd an-
nual Lucas Oil Chili Bowl Nationals
presented by General Tire repre-
sent 24 states and 96 municipali-
ties from the United States,
Australia, and New Zealand.

Full entry list with sponsor infor-
mation and updates can be found
at http://www.chilibowl.com.

For those still needing to enter,
the form can be downloaded
at https://www.chilibowl.com/down-
loads/get.aspx?i=72453 and re-
turned via Fax to (918) 836-5517,
called in to (918) 838-3777, or
mailed to 1140 S. 83rd East Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74112. Early entry is
$150 through December 14, 2018.
After that, teams will pay an addi-
tional $50 per entry.

Entry forms must include a cur-

rent W9 form as well. Download the
form at https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-
pdf/fw9.pdf

Just like the 2018 Lucas Oil Chili
Bowl Nationals presented by Gen-
eral Tire all cars must run a Muffler.
Inserts will not be allowed. All car
number and letter combination
must be legible from the scorers
stand. While the races are scored
electronically, the races are also
hand-scored.

The 33rd annual Lucas Oil Chili
Bowl Nationals presented by Gen-
eral Tire takes place January 14-
19, 2019 at the Tulsa Expo
Raceway, located inside the River
Spirit Expo Center in Tulsa, Okla.

Monday and Tuesday tickets are
on sale with a small number of sin-
gle seats (no pairs) for the six-day
affair still available. Remaining
seats are sold in four, five, or six-
day packages. Reserved seats can
be purchased by calling (918) 838-
3777.

The Pit Pass is sold at the event
and includes a General Admission
pass good for seating on the back-
stretch. Pit Passes are $45/week-
day and $60 on Saturday.

For continued updates on the
Lucas Oil Chili Bowl Nationals pre-
sented by General Tire, fans can
follow along on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram with @CBNationals.
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Entry List Growing Fast For
33rd Lucas Oil Chili Bowl

Nationals

INDIANAPOLIS, IN - Champion
Oil, a major player in development
and manufacturing of racing and
performance products, will pay trib-
ute at the Performance Racing In-
dustry Trade Show Dec 6th thru the
8th in Indianapolis, to veteran racer
Greg Hodnett by promoting a Go-
Fund-Me page for his family.
https://www.gofundme.com/hod-
nett27

Greg Hodnett, 49, died on
Thursday, September 20, 2018
from injuries sustained in a sprint
car crash at the BAPS Motor
Speedway, the former Susque-
hanna Speedway, in Newberry
Township, Pennsylvania. 

Greg was a professional race

car driver, competing with the
World of Outlaws and a member of
the Pennsylvania Posse for the
past 19 years. He amassed over
250 career sprint car wins and won
multiple championships.  

“We lost a great racer and
human being. The people who
need the most support at this time
are the Hodnett family”, said a
spokesperson for Champion Rac-
ing Oil. “First and foremost, Greg
was a beloved husband, son,
brother, father, grandfather, and
more. Please pray for his entire
family and keep them in your
thoughts and well wishes. All con-
tributions will go directly to Greg's
family.”

Champion Oil to Pay Tribute to Greg
Hodnett at the 2018 PRI Trade Show



Stafford Motor
Speedway

S T A F F O R D
SPRINGS, CT -
Stafford Motor Speed-
way has officially re-
leased the 2019 racing
schedule consisting of
22 events including 11
special events.  For
the 48th consecutive
year, the season will
kick-off with the NAPA
Auto Parts Spring Siz-
zler on April 27th and
28th and will finish with
the NAPA Auto Parts
Fall Final Weekend,
both highlighted by the

NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour. 
“2018 was another great season

here at Stafford,” explained
Stafford General Manager Mark
Arute.  “We shaped the 2019
schedule to continue our focus on
consistency and producing a qual-
ity show each and every week.
Racing at Stafford has been noth-
ing less then unbelievable the last
few years, we think this schedule
gives us the opportunities to pro-
mote all the talented drivers that
race at Stafford each week.  Weʼre
excited for our 61st season of
NASCAR racing.” 

The Friday night weekly racing
program is set to fire up Friday,
May 3rd with the return of Best
Friend Friday and will continue for
20 straight weeks ending Friday,
September 13th with First Respon-
der Friday.  The NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour will make 3 stops at
the Stafford, CT half-mile April 27th
and 28th for the NAPA Spring Siz-
zler, August 2nd  for the Stafford
150, and September 28th and 29th
for the 47th Annual NAPA Auto
Parts Fall Final.  

Dunleavyʼs Truck and Trailer Re-
pair Modifiedz night returns for the
3rd consecutive season Friday,
May 24th to kick-off Memorial Day
weekend and the unofficial start to
summer. The biggest SK Modified®
event of the year is set for Friday,
June 28th when the NAPA Auto
Parts SK 5k rolls off for the 6th con-
secutive year of the 100 lap event.
2018 winner Ronnie Williams pock-
eted a cool $10,625 for his SK 5k
triumph.  The TC 13 Shoot-Out for
the SK Modifieds® will return on
Friday, July 12th.  The Modified
Racing Series will make their one
and only stop at Stafford August
30th for the 10th Annual Lincoln
Tech 80.  Kids and families events
are also highlighted on the sched-
ule with Kids Nights scheduled
monthly throughout the season
along with Fireworks displays on

Friday, May 31st and Friday, July
5th.

Arute Continued, “Our goal is for
race fans to know what to expect
every time they walk into Stafford
Speedway, excellent racing and a
great experience.  Whether it be a
Modified Tour event or a weekly
show headlined by the SK Modi-
fieds®, we want race fans to be as
excited as we are when Friday rolls
around each week.”

Multiple new events dot the
2019 calendar including an addi-
tional Open Modified 80 event
scheduled for Friday May 10th. The
open modified division will compete
a total of three times in 2019 with
the Twisted Tea Open 80 and Bud
Light Open 80 returning to the
schedule on June 14th and July
12th respectively.  Also new for
2019 is the Street Stock Triple
Crown, a 3-event series with
events to be held Saturday of
NAPA Spring Sizzler and Fall Final
weekends as well as Friday, June
21st.  Points will be kept and a
triple crown champion will be
named. 

“We have some new additions to
the schedule that we are looking
forward to,” continued Arute.  “We
added another Open Modified
show to the schedule after receiv-
ing great feedback from fans and
drivers after the 2018 events.  We
also added the Street Stock Triple
Crown, which will end Saturday of
the NAPA Fall Final and will see a
significantly boosted purse across
all 3 shows especially the final
event.  We will also name a triple
crown champion with bonuses for
the top finishers.” 

Season tickets for the 2019 race
season are now available online,
over the phone (860-684-2783), or
at the Stafford Speedway Box Of-
fice.  Discount pricing for season
tickets are available through De-
cember 14th.  Tickets for the 48th
Annual NAPA Auto Parts Spring
Sizzler and 47th Annual NAPA Auto
Parts Fall Final are also now avail-
able online, over the phone (860-
684-2783), or at the Stafford
Speedway Box Office. For any
questions please contact the track
office or reach out on social media. 

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

While some teams are still making
plans for the upcoming 2019 sea-
son, Wolcott, CT native Sami An-
derson has her plans finalized as

she will make the move from the
Street Stock division to the SK
Light Modified division at Stafford
Speedway.  Anderson will take the
wheel of the same #35 car that An-
drew Molleur piloted to 4 wins in
2018 and she couldnʼt be more ex-
cited about her new opportunity.

“Weʼve always been close with
Mike and Andrew Molleur from rac-
ing quarter midgets and weʼve al-
ways been around Ken Barry and
after talking with him the pieces fell
into place for me to run the car next
season,” said Anderson.  “I actually
ran the last SK Light race at Water-
ford and it was a lot of fun, I loved
it.  Itʼs so exciting.  Quarter midgets
are open wheel but they donʼt have
any power compared to the SK
Light.  After having a chance to get
used to the car by running that race
at Waterford, now Iʼm obsessed
with it.”

Strictly on paper, Andersonʼs SK
Light debut looks disappointing
with a 19th place finish after a
crash took her out of the race.  De-
spite the crash, Anderson says that
everything went well and she now
has a good baseline to start out
with in 2019.

“The Waterford race actually
went pretty well but unfortunately
we got put into the wall which
ended our day,” said Anderson.
“We had to start last in the feature
and my Dad was actually preparing
me for what to do if I got lapped.  I
was up to 8th early in the race
rolling the top groove and as I was
going past the 7th place car, the car
behind us punted the inside car
and that car went straight into me
and we hit the wall.  My overall goal
was to finish the race and unfortu-
nately we didnʼt do that, but I was
able to pass way more cars than
we thought we would and hopefully
it will only get better from here.  It
was definitely a good start for me.”

In addition to getting her first feel
of an SK Light versus the Street
Stock, Anderson was able to work
with Ken Barry for the first time and
establish a good working relation-
ship in preparation for the 2019
season.

“Iʼm sure Iʼm going to have a de-
cent learning curve this season,”
said Anderson.  “I have a really
good team behind me with Ken
Barry and SPAFCO and we work
so well together.  From the first time
I got onto the track at Waterford to
the race, I made such an improve-
ment that a lot of people thought I
was racing full time at Stafford.
That really made me feel good and
confident for the race.  Youʼre al-
ways learning something in racing.
If youʼre not learning, youʼre not im-

proving.  Knowing how well Andrew
ran in the car is a big confidence
booster and Kenny and I really un-
derstood each other and we have
great chemistry working together.”

When Anderson takes to the
track for the 2019 NAPA Auto Parts
Spring Sizzler on April 26-28, she
will be following in her father Billʼs,
her Uncle Johnʼs, and the Mem-
brino side of her familyʼs footsteps
behind the wheel of a modified.

“Itʼs so cool to be following in my
familyʼs footsteps and not just my
fatherʼs,” said Anderson.  “My fa-
ther, my Uncle Johnny, and the
Membrino side of my family all
raced modifieds so to follow them
is something special.  Iʼll be the first
female in my family to break into
modified racing at Stafford which I
think is pretty cool.”

Anderson will carry sponsorship
from First Class Automotive, Roy-
alScrew.com, Tick Mike with Tick
Free Organic Tick and Deer Con-
trol, M & G Towing, and Sky Top
during her debut SK Light season
and just like any racer, she has one
goal in mind and that is to reach
NAPA Victory Lane.

“My goal is to become better
each time I go out on the track and
I want to win races,” said Ander-
son.  “I was dying for a win in the
Street Stocks.  We almost had the
car figured out but sometimes
thereʼs not much you can do when
youʼre fighting to keep the car off
the wall because itʼs too tight.  The
first couple of practice sessions
and races are going to be important
for me to listen to Kenny and his
feedback.  I think learning the line
around the track will hopefully be
the hardest thing for me and after
that it can all be downhill.  Rookie
of the Year is definitely something
Iʼd like to win but when it comes
down to it, Iʼd rather win races.  If I
can win races weʼll win Rookie of
the Year.  It doesnʼt matter how
long it takes, weʼre going to give it
our all.”

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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FasTrack Racing
Journal will be on

Holiday Leave until
January, 2019 when

racing resumes.
Happy Holidays to all of

our readers,
advertisers, writers and

photographers!


