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Kevin Harvick
probably didnʼt need a
victory to qualify for the
Chase for the Champi-
onship, but his win
Sunday at the Sonoma
Raceway removed all
doubt.

But for a lot of
other drivers, it
made their
playoff hopes
even more dif-
ficult.

The easi-
est way to

make the Chase is winning
a race. There have been 10
different winners so far, and
that leaves only six open-
ings for the 16-driver field with 10
races remaining in the regular sea-
son.

(Joey Logano also won, but his
victory at the Richmond Interna-
tional Raceway didnʼt qualify him
for the playoffs because his car
failed post-race inspection.)

Logano still has two ways to
qualify: win a race with a legal car
or be one of the highest-ranked
drivers in the point standings to fill
the wild card spots.

Right now, Logano is just one
spot above the cut.

Others are in a more desperate
position.

“I donʼt think we can get in there
points-wise,” Dale Earnhardt Jr.
said. “Weʼve got to win.”

There are 11 other racers with

more points than Earnhardt, so he
probably needs a win to advance.
And few tracks offer a better op-
portunity than Saturday nightʼs
Coke Zero 400 at the Daytona In-
ternational Speedway.

Counting Xfinity Series, all-star
and Daytona 500 qualifying races,
the son of seven-time champion

Dale Earnhardt has 16 ca-
reer victories at the 2.6-
mile raceway. Among
them are Coke Zero wins
in 2001 and 2015, and a
pair of Daytona 500 wins.

Saturdayʼs race
also affords an opportu-
nity for a longshot to earn
one of the remaining
golden tickets in the

Chase. Aric Almirola and David
Ragan were unexpected winners of
two of the last six summer races at
Daytona.

Each upset victory erases an op-
portunity for a driver at the top of
the point standings.

Trevor Bayne, whose only Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup win
came at the 2011 Daytona 500,
knows he needs another miracle if
heʼs going to move into the play-
offs.

“The only goal at Daytona is to
win,” Bayne said. “We have one
guy behind us [in points] with a win
and too many guys ahead of us in
points. Points donʼt matter now. We
have to win. If we donʼt get it this
week, we have to move to the next
week.

“We know when we go to Day-
tona, we can go home with a win –
or you can go home on a wrecker.”

Bayne has the confidence his
Roush Fenway Racing teammate
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. won earlier
this year at Daytonaʼs sister track,
the Talladega Superspeedway.

“There are no points on the line
for us,” Bayne said. “If we win,
weʼre in.”

If the Chase started this week,
the six drivers who would make it in
on points would be: Kyle Busch,
Chase Elliott, Jamie McMurray,
Denny Hamlin, Logano and Clint
Bowyer.

Bowyer, who finished second at
Sonoma, doesnʼt want to take any
chances.

“It's not like I was looking at that
team as one I was going to have to
point my way into to beating for the
Chase,” he said. “Let's face it,
yeah, we've got to win. We need a
win in a big way, and [Sunday]
would have been a great win.”

Winless drivers currently below
the cutline include Matt Kenseth,
Erik Jones, Daniel Suarez, Kasey
Kahne, Earnhardt, Paul Menard,
Chris Buescher, A.J. Allmendinger

and Danica Patrick.
Although pressure will ramp up

when the Chase starts Sept. 17 at
the Chicagoland Speedway, car
owner Tony Stewart was happy
Harvickʼs win relieved some of the
stress at Stewart-Haas Racing dur-
ing the summer. Kurt Busch locked
the teamʼs first spot when he
started the season with a Daytona
500 win.

Now Stewart faces the chal-
lenge to get Bowyer and Patrick
qualified.

“I think we all expected that
Kevin would have got it sooner
than this, but there's just been
some bad luck, some different ven-
ues that he's been really, really
strong at that we just had some
weird and bad luck that have crept
into his program,” Stewart said.

“You know, it's a big deal. I
mean, for two of the four teams
right now, they can start worrying
about what to do to get ready for
the Chase and having the ability to
try different things to prepare for
that.”

For a lot of other teams, how-
ever, the stress – and doubt – con-
tinues.
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FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We
are covering all the racing series, off track news and other fea-
tures that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World of Outlaws 11-13
Monster Energy Cup 4 Circle of Champions 14-16
NASCAR XFINITY Series 6 ASCS 17-18
NCWTS 7 Super DiIRTCar 19
NASCAR Touring 8 DIRTCar 19
ARCA Racing 9 OnTrack 20-21
P.A.S.S. 9 ShorTrack 22-26
CARS Tour 10

ON THE COVER:
MENCS - JARED TILTON/GETTY IMAGES

NCWTS - RONDA GREER
WOOLM - PAUL ARCH

Welcome 2017 Race Fans!

Dale Earnhardt Jr. and Trevor Bayne have a chad before qualitying
at Sonoma Speedway. Both feel that they have to win a race to
qualify for the Chase. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



One of my favorite
things about stock car
racing is the unpre-
dictability. Thatʼs why I
thoroughly enjoyed
the NASCAR Camp-
ing World
Truck and
X F I N I T Y
S e r i e s
races last
w e e k e n d
from Iowa
Speedway.

I have
heard all

the horror stories about
our sport since before
the season started at
Daytona. The television ratings are
down, attendance is a major issue
at several races, sponsors are
leaving teams, and the overall ap-
peal of the racing in the top three
divisions of NASCAR is on the de-
cline. While, at times, itʼs very diffi-
cult to argue against many of the
negative comments made, I con-
tinue to look for the “ray of sun-
shine” that will return our sport to its
“glory days”.

The .875-mile Iowa Speedway in
Newton, Iowa has hosted a variety
of motorsports series since its
opening in 2006. NASCAR has
brought their K&N Series, Camping
World Truck (CWTS), and XFINITY
Series to the Midwest with a great
deal of success. The CWTS and
XFINITY Series began competing
at Iowa in 2009 and have treated
fans to some of the best racing in
each series every year. Such was
the case last weekend.

On Friday evening, John Hunter
Nemechek won his second con-
secutive Camping World Truck Se-
ries race with a thrilling victory over
Johnny Sauter. Nemechek won his
first race of 2017 one week ago at
Gateway International Speedway.

What makes this victory so spe-
cial is the fact that, until his win at
Gateway, the number of races for
John Hunter remaining this season
was a huge question. Driving for
his father, Joe Nemechek, and their
family-owned team, John Hunter
has performed well for a very small
team with limited funding. However,
with sponsors for individual teams
in the CWTS an ongoing issue, the
attention brought to Nemechek and
his team through winning has at-
tracted much-needed financial as-
sistance. Now, with two wins and a
solid position in the NASCAR
CWTS “playoffs” secured, John
Hunter Nemechek and his team

has a positive outlook on the re-
maining races.

Along with the Nemechek suc-
cess story at Iowa, there were sev-
eral other CWTS competitors with
outstanding races. Defending Se-

ries Champ Johnny
Sauter finished sec-
ond, with Brandon
Jones, Grant Enfinger,
Christopher Bell, Noah
Gragson, Chase
Briscoe, Austin Cindric,
Jesse Little, and Justin
Haley rounding out the
top ten. Plus, Harrison
Burton finished 11th
driving for Kyle Busch
Motorsports.

The fact that, from third-place
Jones through 11th-place Burton,
these competitors are “Young
guns” who project a positive out-
look for this and other NASCAR se-
ries.

Another fact that made me enjoy
the CWTS event was no Monster
Energy Cup Series drivers in the
starting field. I really like the races
where truck series drivers compete
against each other. 

While some truck teams have an
affiliation with a Monster Energy
Cup Series driver or team, I like to
see these young men and women
get the opportunity to drive quality
equipment and progress their ca-
reers.

On Saturday evening, the stars
of the XFINITY Series took to the
Iowa Speedway. And, when I say
drivers from the XFINITY Series, I
mean just that. Just like the CWTS
race the night before, no Cup Se-
ries drivers competed in the XFIN-
ITY race.

The XFINITY race had more
twists and turns during the 250 laps
than usual. And, thatʼs what made it
so entertaining. One of the more in-
teresting facets of the XFINITY Se-
ries is the mixture of youth and
experience. The starting grid had a
front row of youth with Christopher
Bell and Kyle Benjamin, while the
second row had experience with
Sam Hornish Jr. and Elliott Sadler.

With a series of unfortunate ac-
cidents, spins, and untimely cau-
tion flags, the running order for the
final twenty laps had an unfamiliar
list of drivers. William Byron took
the lead on lap 230 and captured
his first XFINITY Series win. Driv-
ing for JR Motorsports, the 19-year
old Byron nearly won last week at
Michigan, losing by mere inches to
Denny Hamlin. However, the XFIN-
ITY rookie was not to be denied at

Iowa as he outran a group of driv-
ers who were having their career
best race.

Byron, who many picked as
XFINITY Rookie-of-the-Year and
title contender prior to the season,
won seven times in the CWTS last
season. One of his wins came at
Iowa. This year, Byron has four top-
five and eight top-ten finishes in the
fourteen events and is one of only
three XFINITY regulars to win in
ʼ17. He also won the pole at
Phoenix earlier this season.

The “real” story of the XFINITY
race is the remaining drivers who
finished in the top ten. Along with
Byron, four other drivers posted
their career-best finish last Satur-
day at Iowa. One driver tied his ca-
reer best and two more earned
their second-best career finish.

Ryan Sieg finished less than 1.5
seconds behind Byron to post his
career best finish. Siegʻs previous
best was third twice at Daytona in
the ʼ14 and ʼ16 July events. Third-
place Tyler Reddick scored his first
top five finish in seven career XFIN-
ITY races. Fourth-place Ross
Chastain earned his first top-five in
his four year competing in the
XFINITY Series. His previous best
was ninth in the 2015 Daytona Feb-
ruary race.

Dakota Armstrong tied his ca-
reer best finish with a fifth-place
run. Ironically, Armstrongʼs other
fifth-place finish was at Iowa last
season.

Both Jeremy Clements (sev-
enth) and Garrett Smithley (tenth)
posted their second-best career
XFINITY finish at Iowa. Clements
best is fourth at Talladega in ʼ16;
Smithleyʼs best is eighth at Day-
tona earlier this year.

And, as unfamiliar as these

names may be finishing in the top
ten, look at finishers 11-15. Tommy
Joe Martins, Quin Hoff, JJ Yeley,
David Starr, and Dylan Lupton
earned top-fifteen finishes at Iowa.
While Yeley and Starr have com-
peted in NASCAR for years, Mar-
tins, Hoff, and Lupton are certainly
pleased with a top-fifteen.

Unfortunately, drivers who were
pre-race favorites experienced var-
ious problems during the race that
led to the fortunes of other com-
petitors. Pole winner Christopher
Bell finished 16th, Kyle Benjamin
32nd, and Sam Hornish Jr. 37th.

The Iowa XFINITY race also
marked the series debut for Ty Ma-
jeski. Driving the #60 for Roush
Racing, Majeski was involved in an
accident and completed 143 laps to
finish 34th.

I have written the same song for
many years. I have been in favor of
limiting, or eliminating, Monster En-
ergy Cup Series drivers in the
CWTS and XFINITY races. With
the new playoff format for these di-
visions, the number of races for
Cup drivers is limited as well as
eliminated (with certain guidelines)
in playoff races. 

This past weekend at Iowa
showed, once again, that the
CWTS and XFINITY Series can
have competitive and exciting
races without Cup regulars in-
volved. And, with so many com-
petitors able to achieve their career
best finishes, it brings additional
excitement for each series.

Congratulations to those com-
petitors who earned their career
best finishes at Iowa. Hopefully,
your success will continue. Based
on what I witnessed at Iowa, the fu-
ture is certainly bright for the CWTS
and XFINITY Series.
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DENNIS PUNCH

Race winner John Hunter Nemechek show his colors and salutes
the fans after taking his second win in two weeks in the NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series. (RONDA GREER photo)



By REID SPENCER
SONOMA, CA -

Kevin Harvick won
Saturday afternoonʼs
NASCAR K&N Pro
Series West event at
Sonoma Raceway.
That was like taking
candy from babies.

But Harvick mixed it up with the
big boys in Sundayʼs Toyota/Save
Mart 350, and the outcome was the
same.

Executing an ideal strategy for
the long green-flag run that con-
sumed the second half of the
race—minus roughly 200 yards—
Harvick won a Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series event for the
first time this season, the first time
at Sonoma and the first time in a
Ford, after Stewart-Haas Racing
made an offseason switch from
Chevrolet.

In winning for the 36th time in
590 career starts, Harvick took the
checkered flag under caution after
Kasey Kahneʼs Chevrolet clob-
bered the concrete Jersey barriers
near the start/finish line. 

By then, Harvick had a comfort-
able lead of more than eight sec-
onds—and just enough fuel in the
tank of the No. 4 Ford Fusion to
complete a celebratory burnout on
the frontstretch.

"Iʼm so excited," Harvick said in
Victory Lane. "I think, as you look
at it, getting our first win with Ford,
this has been a great journey for us
as an organization and team.
(Teammate) Kurt (Busch) winning
the Daytona 500, and we have run
well.

"Itʼs a great day. It finally all
came together, and we were able
to not have any cautions there at
the end. Rodney had great strat-
egy, and I was able to take care of
the car and get out front. I felt like
the 78 (Martin Truex Jr.) was the
car we had to race, and then he
had problems and from there we
were in control."

In fact, Truex led a race-high 25
laps to Harvickʼs 24 and won the
first stage of the race, but the en-
gine in the No. 78 Toyota dropped a
cylinder and finally expired, rele-
gating Truex to a 37th-place finish.
Truex handed the series lead back
to Kyle Larson, who started on the
pole but faded to 26th at the finish,
one lap down, after a series of run-
ins on the asphalt.

Clint Bowyer, Harvickʼs Stewart-
Haas teammate, was runner-up for
the second time this season. Using
a contrarian strategy not atypical of
his No. 2 Team Penske squad,
Brad Keselowski ran third, giving
Ford drivers a sweep of the podium
positions.

Denny Hamlin came home
fourth, followed by Kyle Busch and
Dale Earnhardt Jr., who posted his
second straight top 10.

Playing into the hands of Harvick
and crew chief Rodney Childers,
the race went green from the Lap
55 restart after the second stage
(won by Jimmie Johnson) until the
final caution after Kahneʼs wreck as
Harvick approached the finish line.

For the Bakersfield, Calif., na-
tive, the Sonoma win was an im-
portant item to remove from the
bucket list.

"It means a ton to finally check
this one off the list," Harvick said. "I
feel like weʼve been close a couple
times but never put it all together.

"Being so close to home and
having raced here so much, this
was one that was on the top of the
list and today we were able to
check that box."

Bowyer rolled home second in a
No. 14 Ford whose battered body
exhibited the dents and dings from
a litany of on-track incidents, in-
cluding an early collision with Ke-
selowskiʼs Ford.

"Well, let's face it, short runs
have never been my strong suit
here," Bowyer said. "The long runs
are, and thank God we got a long
run there. I was out of tires. By the
time I got done tearing the hell out
of my car, I was out of tires. There
was some technical strategy that
you've got to try to play and get
track position, and then, all of a
sudden, you're on the bad side of
tires trying to hold guys off and
you're blocking. 

"They're stacked up behind
them, and it's just a recipe for dis-
aster. You know, the 47 car down
there (AJ Allmendinger), I just didn't
see him and knocked the whole
front end off our car. Somebody
else I had a really good run on and
I thought they were going to give it
to me, and they didn't. Brad spun
me out. So, yeah, one of them
days."

Five drivers made their Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series de-
buts on Sunday. Subbing for in-
jured Aric Almirola, Billy Johnson
ran 22nd in the No. 43 Richard
Petty Motorsports Ford. Israeli
driver Alon Day was 32nd, Kevin
OʼConnell 33rd, Tommy Regan
34th and Josh Bilicki 36th.
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Harvick Sweeps

Sonoma Weekend with
Monster Energy

NASCAR Cup Win

Kevin Harvick celebrates after making it one for 2017, ensuring
his place in the Chase with his win at Sonoma Racway. (NIGEL
KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)

Race winner Kevin Harvick (4) takes the “S” curves with wheels in the air at Sonoma Raceway.
(NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)





NEWTON, IA -
Last week, a blink-of-
an-eye moment
weighed heavily on
William Byron.

Saturday, the
driver of the No. 9 JR
Motorsports Chevrolet
lifted his head and
shouted out a pent-up
yelp that formed the

suitable soundtrack the rookieʼs
first career NASCAR XFINITY Se-
ries victory.

"I feel it all kind of comes around
in racing and last week we were so
close," said Byron, who finished a
mere .012 seconds behind Joe
Gibbs Racing veteran Denny Ham-
lin last Saturday at Michigan Inter-
national Speedway. "Youʼve got to
have a little bit off luck to win every
race that we win and I feel like we
got one back for last week."

The final restart with 10 laps to
go came just 11 laps after the pre-
vious one during which Byron pit-
ted and capped off fuel while taking
tires.

Good fortune finally found Byron
again, who never was seriously
challenged down the stretch, but
only had four or five laps of fuel left
before his last pit stop helped set
the stage for victory.

"We definitely got a huge break
the way the caution fell right there,"
Byronʼs crew chief, Dave Elenz,
told FS1 pit reporters during a cau-
tion period with 15 laps to go. 

Byron made the most of it. He

won last year at Iowa, but in the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series.

"Itʼs awesome just to kind of
come this far," said Byron, who re-
ceived a congratulatory call from
Rick Hendrick after the win.

The ninth caution of the night
also benefitted some less familiar
top-10 finishers, including Ryan
Sieg, who ran second to notch his
fourth career top-five finish in 117
series starts. Tyler Reddick took
third.

"It was fun racing with Tyler at
the end," Sieg said. "We had a little
bit of a battle."

Christopher Bell — in the sec-
ond leg of his first double-duty
weekend — started on the pole and
remained on point the entire first
stage, fending off an early chal-
lenge from teammate Kyle Ben-
jamin, and a late charge from Sam
Hornish, Jr., who made his first
start in nine months.

Hornish led 183 laps while win-
ning last season at Iowa, but mis-
fortune struck 19 laps into stage
two as Bell made contact with his
rear fender — an encounter that
sent Hornish careening into the
wall.

It also ended the veteran stock
car and open-wheel racerʼs first
night back with Team Penske.

"He came up pretty hard when
he got loose and hit me," said Hor-
nish, who is slated to run a limited
schedule this season. "Of course,
we got the brunt of it. Iʼm disap-

pointed. This is one of my favorite
places to come to."

Points leader Elliott Sadler
shares that sentiment — even
though mostly bad luck plagued his
night.

He qualified fourth, but was sent
to the rear after an unapproved
pre-race adjustment was made on
his car. No matter. Heʼd ascended
to fifth by the end of the first stage
and ended up eighth.

Bell settled for 16th after he was
collected in an incident involving
Brennan Poole and Ryan Reed —
the very caution that benefitted
Byron and others.

Bell led 152 laps to Byronʼs 78,
but as both drivers know, itʼs the
last lap that counts.

Especially Byron, who vocally
and visually celebrated this week
after enduring quiet disappointment
the last.

"To get second last week kind of
hurt, just because we were that
close," Byron said.

"But I feel like it gave us extra
motivation, and I feel like last year
the beginning of the summer was
when I kind of hit my stride and I
think we won back-to-back, so to
now have a second and a first feels
really good."
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s William Byron Gets
First Career XFINITY

Win at Iowa Speedway

William Byron (9) battles to keep the lead to go on to his win at Iowa Speedway. (RUSSELL LABOUNTY/NKP photo)

William Byron is all smiles as he celebrates in Iowa Speedwayʼs
victory lane for his first XFINITY win. (RUSSELL LABOUNTY/NKP
photo)



By ROB GRAY
NEWTON, IA -

With six laps to go,
John Hunter Ne-
mechek made his
bold, last-gasp move.

Again.
Nemechek, who

charged to a Fatherʼs Day win for
his dad, Joe, last week at Gateway
Motorsports Park, reprised his stir-
ring comeback role in Fridayʼs
pulse-pounding NASCAR Camping
World Series M&Mʼs 200 presented
by Casey's General Store at Iowa
Speedway.

"Every one of these guys who
works on this team, this is awe-
some," said John Hunter Ne-
mechek, who passed Johnny
Sauter on the high-side with six cir-
cuits left.

The dramatic ending to a race
that ran remarkably clean for most
of the first two stages was set up by
an incident involving ThorSport
teammates Grant Enfinger and
Matt Crafton with 15 laps to go.

Nemechek and all the other con-
tenders — except for Sauter —
used the caution to head to pit
road. Nemechekʼs crew chief, Gere
Kennon, outfitted the No. 8
NEMCO Motorsports Chevrolet
with four fresh tires.

Sound strategy?
Sure.
The reason the team won?
Not necessarily.
"He drove his butt off tonight,"

Kennon said of Nemechek, who

had notched one top-10 finish pre-
viously at Iowa. "He was awesome.
Itʼs awesome for the (Nemechek)
family."

Sauter settled for second after
leading for 72 laps. The series
points leader said being passed by
Chase Briscoe — who led seven
laps before sliding to seventh —
had likely already relegated him to
a second-at-best finish.

"I got taken to school by Chase
Briscoe," Sauter said. "I think
tonight was a second-place finish
regardless."

Sauter retains a 42-point lead
over Christopher Bell, who finished
fifth after dominating roughly two-
thirds of the race.

Nemechek notched his fifth ca-
reer NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series win. He stood in the
fourth position when he and several
others emerged from that final,
fateful pit stop.

"Somehow it all worked out," Ne-
mechek said. "The last strategy
call, taking four tires instead of two,
there at the end, we kind of had
that strategy if a caution came out
towards the end we were going to
come no matter what, and no mat-
ter who came, just because tires
were such a big factor."

Noah Gragson earned the pole
— his second of the season — held
off Bell for the first 16 laps. Bell
rode the high-line to surge ahead
one lap later. The Kyle Busch Mo-
torsports teammates remained 1-2
the remainder of the 60-lap open-

ing stage, which Bell won by build-
ing a 3.2-seconds lead by the time
the stint ended.

"Drove like a dream," Bell said at
the time.

That blissful state lingered for
the 22-year-old Oklahoman — until
it was interrupted.

While the trucks directly behind
Bell shuffled, his No. 4 Kyle Busch
Motorsports Toyota continued to
shine.

But dreams of any type rarely
last long and Bell saw his dimin-
ished by a gamble that didnʼt pay
off.

With eight laps remaining in the
second stage, Bell stayed on the
race track while most of the other
leaders pitted and added fresh tires
following a caution precipitated by
Mike Senicaʼs spin in Turn 2.

The gamble cost him. Sauter
swept high to pass Bell with five

laps remaining in stage two, but an-
other caution waved after an inci-
dent involving Kaz Grala, Cody
Coughlin and Ben Rhodes.

Bell remained optimistic despite
his rapid drop to 12th that preceded
the final stage.

"It wouldnʼt be fun if it was easy,"
Bell said shortly before the race re-
sumed.

Friday proved to be anything but
— for everyone but the Ne-
mecheks, who reveled in another
dream-like Victory Lane celebration
after spending all night getting the
truck ready.

"It feels really good," said Ne-
mechek, who earned the pole at
Iowa last season and felt a meas-
ure of redemption after surging to
the win this time. "This is unbeliev-
able for sure. … Restarting fourth
there and pushing Johnny into Turn
1, I was kind of in the catbird seat."
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John Hunter
Nemechek Goes

Back-to-Back with
Truck Win at Iowa

It is giant selfie time in Iowa Speedwayʼs victory lane as John
Hunter Nemechek celebrates with his crew after their second win
in two weeks. (RONDA GREER photo)

John Hunter Nemechek (8) battles to break from the pack and into the lead. First he much get around Johnny Sauter (21) and Chase
Briscoe (2). (RONDA GREER photo)



SONOMA, CA -
Kevin Harvick made
his NASCAR K&N Pro
Series West return
and he delivered.

The Bakersfield,
California, native dom-
inated the Carneros
200 at Sonoma Race-
way. Harvick held off
hard-charging Sunoco
Rookie of the Year
contender in Will
Rodgers, while the
rest of the field was

more than nine seconds back.
Harvick won the 1998 West

championship on his way up the
NASCAR ladder, which culminated
in winning the 2014 Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series champi-
onship. He drove the No. 4 Fields
Ford for Jefferson Pitts Racing to
his eighth victory of his career in
the K&N Pro West Series.

"It always feels good to win no
matter what it is," said Harvick.
"The main objective was to come
have fun, shine a little light on the
series and shine a little light on how
much talent is in the series. This
particular series did a lot for me
and to come back and be a part of
it, see the health of it and see the
young guys racing was the main
objective.

"It's always fun to race in front of
your home state fans. It's been a
long time since I raced in this par-
ticular series here, so it was a fun
weekend."

Rodgers, a 22-year-old from
Murrieta, California, won his first
Coors Light Pole Award earlier in
the day and brought his No. 7
Solvang Brewing Company Ford
home in second place, his best fin-
ish of his 14 K&N Pro Series West
starts.

"For some funny reason, I had a
feeling as far back as four weeks
ago that it was going to be me and
Kevin coming into turn 11 on the
last lap," Rodgers said. "And sure
enough, there we were. He ran a
really good race, I learned a lot
from him. We were able to lead
some laps there in the beginning. It
doesn't feel too bad to finish sec-
ond today."

David Mayhew came home in
third, followed by Michael Self and
Derek Kraus in fourth and fifth, re-
spectively.

Championship points leader
Todd Gilliland, Blaine Perkins, Todd
Souza, Sheldon Creed, Chris
Eggleston and Monster Energy

NASCAR Cup driver Daniel Suarez
rounded out the top 10.

Gilliland leads Eggleston by 11
points. Kraus is third (56 behind
Gilliland), while Rodgers is 12
points back of Kraus in fourth.

The Carneros 200 will air on
NBCSN on Thursday, June 29 at 11
p.m. ET.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
West will return to the track on July
28 for the annual combination race
with the K&N Pro East at Iowa
Speedway.

Solomito Repeats at
Riverhead

RIVERHEAD, NY - Six races
into the 2017 NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour season, and Timmy
Solomito is looking every bit the
driver to beat for the championship.

After his breakout four-win cam-
paign in 2016, Solomito has had an
even better encore. 

Saturday, the Islip, New York,
driver returned to his home track of
Riverhead Raceway and picked up
his third win of the season. He held
off David Sapienza on an overtime
finish to take the Buzz Chew
Chevrolet-Cadillac 200.

The Coors Light Pole Award win-
ner, Solomito held serve for his
seventh career victory. He also won
this event last year. His No. 16
Starrett Tools Ford led three times
for a race-high 151 laps, including
the final 102 as a caution on Lap
196 pushed the race to 208 laps.

The runner-up was a career-
best for Sapienza, a Riverhead na-

tive.
Doug Coby finished third while

four-time Riverhead winners Ryan
Preece and Justin Bonsignore
crossed the line fourth and fifth, re-
spectively. 

Eric Goodale finished sixth with
Rowan Pennink the last car on the
lead lap in seventh. Tom Rogers
Jr., Dillon Steuer and Max Zachem
completed the top 10.

The win also allowed Solomito to

extend his championship points
lead to 13 over Pennink and 29
over Goodale. Bonsignore is fourth
and Zachem is fifth, while defend-
ing tour champion Coby moved up
to sixth.

Next up on the schedule is the
Whelen Modified Tour All-Star
Shootout on July 14 followed by the
Norʼeaster 100 the next day, both
at New Hampshire Motor Speed-
way.
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g Harvick Holds Off Rodgers
for Sonoma Win

Kevin Harvick celebrates in Victory Lane at Sonoma Raceway fol-
lowing his NASCAR K&N Pro Series West win Saturday. (Chris Trot-
man/Getty Images for NASCAR 

Timmy Solomito celebrates in Victory Lane at his home track, River-
head Raceway. (Adam Glanzman/NASCAR photo)



MADISON, WI -
Austin Theriault didn't
have the best car in
the beginning, but his
Ken Schrader Racing
crew got it right for the
most important part.
Theriault, in the No. 52
Federated Auto Parts
Toyota, held off a hard
charge from Zane
Smith in the end to win
the Montgomery Ward

200 Friday night at Madison Int'l
Speedway. Theriault also in-
creased his ARCA Racing Series
presented by Menards champi-
onship points lead and added his
third win of the season, and fourth
of his career.

"We don't always have the
fastest car at the beginning, but this
team races smart," said Theriault.
"We were good when it counted."

Theriault hovered in the top-five
for most of the race but got the car
adjusted to his liking just in time to
lead the final 35 laps and fend off
whoever took a run at the eventual
winner.

Theriault wasn't the only one
with a good handling race car. After
fending off Christian Eckes in the
closing laps, Theriault then had to
deal with Smith who stayed right
with Theriault after the final restart
inside 10 laps to go. Smith, in the
No. 55 Toyota, got to Theriault's
rear bumper but fell back two

lengths coming to checkered flag
as the leaders sliced their way
through lapped traffic.

"So close," said Smith. "I had a
lot of fun out there…be just that
more fun if we were over there
where the 52 is. Hats off to Ven-
turini Motorsports…we were up
front all day. I'm just lucky to be a
part of the team. Lapped traffic was
a handful tonight. We caught the
left-front corner in traffic coming to
the checkered flag…racing for the
win. We could have timed that last
lap a little better, but other than
that, I think we did just about every-
thing we could do."

Riley Herbst finished third in the
No. 18 Toyota.

"We were up and down all day,"
said Herbst. "We got up to second
once, then got shuffled back on a
restart. Wish we had 10 more
laps…I think we had something for
them. As abrasive as this track is, I
didn't think the General Tires were
going to hold up, but they held up
great all day."

Shane Lee finished fourth in the
No. 22 Ford.

Eckes finished fifth in the No. 15
Toyota. But for a while, inside of 25
laps to go, Eckes looked like it was
going to end up way better than
that. Eckes caught Theriault in the
final laps and was working his rear
bumper when the final caution flag
stopped his progress. On the
restart, Eckes couldn't get going as

well and fell back.
"I think that last caution saved

us," Theriault said. "The 15 caught
us and I missed my line a couple
times. I'm not sure if we could have
held him off. But the caution al-
lowed our tires to cool down and
we got going again."

Twelve lead changes among six
drivers kept the race hopping from
start to finish while eight cautions
for 55 laps continually mixed up the
order. General Tire Pole winner
Dalton Sargeant led the first 22
laps before Smith took control to
the lead the 23rd. Sargeant
charged right back and reclaimed
the top spot on the 24th circuit. And
so the race went…as Sargeant,
Smith, Eckes, Dean, Tanner Thor-
son and Theriault continually
swapped the lead back and forth
with fantastic two- and three-wide
racing all the back through the
pack.

Sargeant fell back for most of

the race, but came on like gang-
busters for the end and finished
sixth in the No. 77 Ford. Bret
Holmes kept himself in the mix all
night, coming home seventh in the
No. 23 Chevrolet. Seventeen-year-
old Ryan Repko looked good in his
ARCA debut, battling from a lap
down most of the race to finish a
hard-earned eighth in the No. 78
Chevrolet. Dean recovered from an
early-race spin and looked to be a
victory lane threat most of the way
before fading in the end. Dean, in
the No. 32 Toyota, finished ninth
with Thorson, after leading 27 laps,
falling back to 10th in the final run-
ning order in the No. 25  Toyota.
Justin Fontaine, in the No. 33 Toy-
ota, finished 11th, the last car on
the lead lap.

The ARCA Racing Series pre-
sented by Menards is headed to
Iowa Speedway next for the Fans
With Benefits 150 Saturday night,
July 8.
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g Theriault Wins Another
Short Track Thriller;
Conquers Madison

CHARLOTTE, NC
- Although the 2017
Pro All Stars Series
(PASS) season is not
quite halfway com-
plete, North Americaʼs
most prominent Super
Late Model tour is al-
ready looking towards
one of the biggest and
newest events of the
year, the Mason-Dixon
MegaMeltdown 300 at

Hickory in November.  Today offi-
cials from PASS and Southern Na-
tional Motorsports Park in Kenly,
NC announced that two events
coming up in the month of July will
serve as qualifiers for the
MegaMeltdown.

As part of the agreement, the
winner of the upcoming Pro Late
Model race at Southern National
Motorsports Park on Saturday, July
8 will be awarded a guaranteed
starting spot in the prestigious
race. 

Then, the following weekend on
Saturday, July 15, the top three fin-
ishers of the 150 lap PASS South
Super Late Model event there will
also receive guaranteed starting
spots in the Mason-Dixon
MegaMeltdown 300.  The only stip-
ulation is that teams receiving
these guaranteed spots must have
their entries and entry fees submit-
ted by August 1.  Drivers from the
Southern National events will join
the top two finishers of the Neal

Newberry 125 at Wenatchee Valley
Super Oval in Washington state on
September 23 and will have guar-
anteed starting spots in the Mason-
Dixon MegaMeltdown 300.  

“PASS has had a long history at
Southern National dating back to
the series inaugural season in
2006,” said PASS President Tom
Mayberry. 

“Mike [Diaz] and the folks at
Southern National have been great
supporters of PASS and the
MegaMeltdown at Hickory.  We ex-
pect this race to attract a lot of cars
and these guaranteed spots at
Southern National could be pivotal
to a driver making the MegaMelt-
down or not.”  

In January, the racing world was
taken by storm when the Mason-
Dixon MegaMeltdown 300 was an-
nounced for November 18 at
Hickory Motor Speedway in North
Carolina.  Since then, drivers from
all over North America have pen-

ciled the event in on their 2017 rac-
ing calendars.  The 300 lapper will
be the richest event ever held at
Hickory, with $15,000 going to the
winner, and $1000 to start.  But, the
winner could take home over
$20,000 thanks to the lap leader
bonus.  And, with the MAV TV cam-
eras rolling for a two hour telecast,
the winner will receive the big
check in front of a nationwide audi-
ence.   

For just $25 per lap, sponsors
can join in on the Southʼs biggest
Super Late Model race of the year.
For those interested, the lap board
is posted at ProAllStarsSeries.com
along with an order form to pur-
chase laps. 

Please visit ProAll-
StarsSeries.com for more informa-
tion and donʼt forget to “Like” the
Pro All Stars Series on Facebook
or follow us on Twitter at
@PASSSLM14 to keep up with
breaking news as it happens.

Austin Theriault celebrates in victory lane after winning at Madi-
son Intʼl Speedway. (arcaracing.com photo)
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Southern National To Host
PASS MegaMeltdown 300

Qualifiers In July



R O U G E M O N T,
NC - Saturday nightʼs
CARS Tour event at
Orange County
Speedway was the
perfect predecessor to
the inaugural Mid-At-
lantic Classic coming
up at the facility in
July. Cole Rouse sur-
vived a wild and hectic
super late model fea-
ture to win his first

race while also battling mechanical
problems late in the race and local
driver Layne Riggs captured his
second career late model stock win
dominating fashion during the
Thrifty Tire Center / Puryear Tank
Lines 300 presented by The Grilling
Store.

SUPER LATE MODEL RECAP:
With Mahle Pistons Pole Qualifying
cancelled due to weather, Matt
Craig and Cole Rouse were the
fastest two in final practice, the ses-
sion by which officials set the start-
ing lineup. Craig quickly jumped out
to the lead as a group of a half
dozen cars separated themselves
from the field in the early laps.

A handful of mid-race incidents
thinned the field, beginning with a
four-car melee in turn one on lap
46. Brandon Setzer and Lucas
Jones came together, sweeping
Tate Fogleman and Dan Speeney
into the accident, too. 

A little over fifty laps later, Trevor
Noles and Casey Roderick came
together in turn four, cutting the left
rear tire of the No. 2 of Noles and
causing him to spin into the wall in
turn one.

A lap later on the restart, Roder-
ick and David Calabrese found one
another on-track. The ensuing af-
termath claimed Bradley McCaskill
after he flew airborne over Cal-
abreseʼs car, plus Fogleman and
Jody Measmer while Spencer
Wauters and Gracie Trotter spun to
avoid the carnage.

Rouse and Craig emerged as
the two contenders once the
proverbial dust settled, locking
horns each lap around the light-
ning-quick facility. With 33 laps to
go, Rouse moved to the inside of
Craig in turn three and performed a
textbook slide job to claim the lead.

In the final five laps, with over a
two-second lead, Rouseʼs car
began to show smoke and Casey
Roderick began to close in. Rouse
was able to hold on to a narrow

margin of victory to claim his first
CARS Super Late Model Tour win
and the fourth for Kyle Busch Mo-
torsports at Orange County.

“We had enough until at the end
when our tires got so over-inflated
that it was so hard to make it
through the entire corner without
slipping,” Rouse said in Edelbrock
Victory Lane. “I was so loose those
last five laps or so and losing a lot
of speed. I can't thank all these
guys enough, Toyota and KBM did
a great job.”

LATE MODEL STOCK RECAP:
The late model stock feature
lineup, much like super late model
race, was set via practice speeds
and had Josh Berry leading the
field to green with Layne Riggs
alongside. Berry won the drag race
into turn one, but by the time the
first circuit was completed, Riggs
had wrestled the lead away from
Berry and began to control the
event.

Grayson Massey exploded an
engine underneath of his No. 39
machine on lap 38, bringing out the
first caution and subsequent red
flag of the race. He escaped unin-
jured. Twenty laps later, Tommy
Lemons, Jr., slowed with a flat right
front tire, bringing out the second
yellow flag of the event.

The field took the green flag for
the final time with 91 laps remain-
ing and Riggs once again was
forced to duel with Josh Berry for
the race lead. After a handful of
side-by-side laps, Riggs cleared
Berry and slowly began to pull
away. Deac McCaskill passed
Berry for second 19 laps later and
made his attempt to reel in Riggs
as the laps wound down.

Riggs caught traffic in the final
ten laps, allowing McCaskill to pull
within three quarters of a second,
but used veteran-like maneuvers to
slice through the slower cars, caus-
ing McCaskillʼs hopes of victory to
evaporate as he also was forced to
navigate the cars racing for posi-
tion. Riggs cruised to his second
career victory and first at his home
track by 1.456 seconds and ex-
tended his point lead over Anthony
Alfredo who finished fifth.

“Oh, man, it's just amazing to
win at our home track,” Riggs re-
marked in Edelbrock Victory Lane,
visibly holding back tears. “Thanks
to everyone and all the sponsors
who've helped us. Hopefully, we
can get some more wins like this.”

The CARS Tour visits Tri-County
Motor Speedway in Hudson, N.C.,
in two weeks time (July 8) for race
seven of the tourʼs 2017 schedule,
the Do The Dew 200.

The Tri-County event is followed
by the inaugural $10,000-to-win
Mid-Atlantic Classic on July 22, the
seriesʼ return visit to Orange
County Speedway. 

For more information on the
CARS Tour, visit their website at
www.carsracingtour.com. Fresh
content and updates can also be
found on the series Facebook
page, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat
and Youtube channel.

CARS Tour “Throw-
back 276” at Hickory
August 5th to Honor
Short Track Racingʼs

Past in a Big Way
MOORESVILLE, NC - On Au-

gust 5th the CARS Tour will “throw
it back” to the history of sport and
short track racing when the tour vis-
its the famed Hickory Motor Speed-
way in Hickory, NC. The race will
feature special “throwback” paint
schemes by competitors, traditional
priced concession items, and honor
several legends of the sport in at-
tendance during a special pre-race
presentation courtesy of the Hick-
ory Soup Kitchen.

The historic presence of the
event will feature 138 lap green flag
races for both the Super Late Mod-
els and the Late Model Stocks. The
276 total lap count matches the
1971 and 1972 distances the now
named NASCAR Cup Series ran at
the .363 mile track. In addition to
the race distance; a special red,
white, and blue throwback “CARS
Tour Late Model Series” logo will
be used on all branding, including
special CARS Tour official uniforms
and various tour merchandise
available.

The major partaking in the event
will come in the form of special
throwback paint schemes that will
flashback to racingʼs past. Through
a special partnership with the fol-
lowing graphic companies several
schemes have already been devel-
oped. Over the coming days each
paint scheme will be released to
the public.  

• #32 Brandon Grosso (LMSC) –
Dale Jarrett 1985 Busch Car (ARI
Designs)

•#88 Josh Berry (LMSC) – Kelly
Earnhardt 1995 Mom N Pops Late
Model Stock (The Decal Source)

•#34 Nolan Pope (SLM) –
Richard Petty 1972 STP Cup Car
(ASM Graphics)

•#3 Deac McCaskill (LMSC) -
Dale Earnhardt 1984 Wrangler Cup
Car (Graphix Unlimited)

•#27 Tommy Lemons Jr (LMSC)
– Rusty Wallace 1990 MGD Cup
Car (Graphix Unlimited)

•#4 Brandon Setzer (SLM) –
Dennis Setzer 1982-1996 Late
Model Stock Car (One Designs
Wraps)

Richardʼs Painting Company will
award $500 cash to the graphics
company and team determined to
have the “Best Appearing Car” via
online vote on Speed51.com
throughout the weekend.

An additional $250 cash bonus
will be awarded to the “Most His-
toric Appearing Team” that dress
the part, and do things the “old
school” way all weekend. Fans will
also have their chance to win $100
cash bonus for the “Best Dressed
Throwback Fan” of the event.

Fans will be encouraged to ar-
rive early August 5th as a special
pre-race event will take place with
several pioneers of the sport prior
the green flag.

Taylorsville, North Carolina na-
tive Harry Gant and NASCAR Hall
of Fame crew chief Waddell Wilson
will be two of the honorary legends
of the sport in attendance.
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Up Right For Victories at

Orange County

Layne Riggs takes the checkered flag in the Thrifty Tire Center /
Puryear Tank Lines 300 presented by the Grilling Story at Orange
County Speedway on Saturday night. Riggs beat Deac McCaskill
to the line by 1.456 seconds. (Kyle Tretow/CARS Tour photo)



BEAVER DAM, WI
- In a night full of cau-
tions and chaos, and
even a bit of rain after
Time Trials, Larson
Marks Racing driver
Shane Stewart se-
cured a weekend
sweep as he took the
checkers for the sec-
ond night in a row, this
time at the Jim "JB"
Boyd Memorial pre-
sented by Karavan
Trailers at Beaver

Dam Raceway.
Greg Wilson, who led the race

for 24 laps, came in just short of the
podium as Kerry Madsen charged
from the back to come in second
with Jason Johnson behind him.

"That was a crazy long race,"
said Stewart from Victory Lane as
the racing wrapped up near
1:00AM.

It was a night full of hardship at
the high-banked third-mile. A bit of
rain after Time Trials delayed the
racing and made for a challenging
surface. A number of cautions dur-
ing the second Heat had the crowd
on the edge of their seats and set
the tone for the 40-lap Feature.
"They're picking them off one by
one," said a fan in the backstretch
grandstand. "There's too much
grip. It's going to be the last man
standing."

Greg Wilson came in second in
that Heat, in which only four drivers

managed to complete all 10 laps,
so he was looking at the last row of
the Craftsman Club® Dash. A full
Dash inversion, with a draw of
eight, however, moved him to the
front, just outside of Donny Schatz,
which is just where he started the
Feature. Wilson wasn't about to let
that get away from him. He
charged out ahead of Schatz in Lap
1.

Schatz got a second chance,
just as Stewart got at West Liberty
Raceway the night before, but he
came out less than victorious.

A caution in Lap 1 forced a
restart, and set the field back to its
original position. Jac Haudenschild
bit the wall in Turn 2 with the Sten-
house Jr./Wood Racing No. 17 and
was out of the race.

Wilson took the lead again on
the restart, and Stewart passed
Schatz for second in Lap 6, starting
a battle between them. Unfortu-
nately, the battle resulted in contact
between the two drivers that sent
the Arctic Cat No. 15 flying into the
air before taking several flips on the
backstretch with 33 laps to go. Al-
though the Series champ came out
unharmed, he was done for the
night.

Sheldon Haudenschild was the
next driver to taste the wall. More
and more cautions followed, and
while Wilson and Stewart battled it
out up front, Kerry Madsen and
Jason Johnson made themselves
busy, climbing lap after lap and tak-

ing advantage of every restart.
Madsen had some challenges

earlier in the night. He had a strong
lead in his Heat when he spun into
the wall between Turns 3 and 4,
losing a wheel and limping off into
the work area while his car was
towed. But he refused to be de-
feated. He went on to win the Last
Chance Showdown and make the
Feature, where he started in the 21
spot. Yes, 21. And with only two
laps to go, there he was, passing
Wilson for second.

For Stewart it was a different
kind of second: his second win in
just two nights, and his second
race with new crew chief Lee Stauf-
fer. Asked what Stauffer has
brought to the team, Stewart
replied, "Confidence. We just
lacked a little bit of that. He has a
lot of self confidence, and so has

brought a lot to the team. He's a
good leader."

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series meets up with the
Late Model Series next at the Dirt
Oval at Route 66 Raceway in
Joliet, IL for the FVP Outlaw Clay
Classic on Tuesday and Wednes-
day, June 27 and 28.

With a Lot of Skill and
a Little Luck, Shane

Stewart Locks in West
Liberty Raceway Win
WEST LIBERTY, IL - Bixby, OK-

native Shane Stewart commanded
the Larson Marks Racing No. 2 car
for 25 laps through the checkers to
win the World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car Series debut at the
1/2-mile West Liberty Raceway. 

(Continued Next Page)

Wo
rld

 of
 Ou

tla
ws

Cr
af

tsm
an

 Sp
rin

t C
ar

 Se
rie

s Caution: Stewart Is on a
Streak

Shane Stewart swept the weekend taking wins at Beaver Dam
Raceway as well as West Liberty Raceway. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

Behind him Kasey
Kahne Racing driver
Brad Sweet fought
Jason Johnson for
second to round out
the podium.

Stewart started
the day out strong,
qualifying second, but
a bit of luck also came
into play later that
night. At the start of
the West Liberty
Hawkeye 25 Feature,
both Johnson and
Sweet got past Stew-
art, but a caution be-

fore the lap was complete forced a
reset, giving him a second chance.

"That was my race, honestly,"
said Stewart. "I would've never
passed those guys back if that cau-
tion hadn't come out. I honestly
don't know what the heck hap-
pened. I just spun my tires really
bad."

This marks the third win of the
season and the first this month for
Stewart, who came to the event
with new Crew Chief Lee Stauffer
at his side and now sits fourth in
points standings, just four points
past Daryn Pittman. 

Behind the leader, Johnson and
Sweet fell in line throughout the first
half of the race. Ian Madsen made
an early run on Pittman for fourth,
but some Turn 4 trouble in Lap 12
resulted in a tow off the field and
the end of the race for Madsen.

On the restart, Johnson just
couldn't steal the lead from Stew-
art, and Sweet took advantage of
the fumble, charging past him for
second. Despite additional restarts,
the three crossed the checkers in
just that order: Stewart, Sweet,
Johnson.

The battle between Stewart and
Johnson commenced earlier, in the
Craftsman Club Dash, with Stewart
successfully stealing the lead for
the win - a lead which Johnson had
already stolen from Jac "Wild
Child" Haudenschild during the
Dash Draw.

From the looks - and sound - of
it, this was to be the Wild Child's
day. The twittersphere was ablaze
all afternoon with news of his com-
manding the Stenhouse Jr./Wood
Racing No. 17 car that night. And
despite the many hard feelings
aroused by Joey Saldana's ab-
sence, fans rallied behind J. Hau-
denschild, who answered back with
Quick Time in Qualifying, setting
the track record with a 15.737.

J. Haudenschild went on to win
Heat 1 and was looking pretty great

for the Feature until the Dash In-
version came in with a six, for a full-
field inversion that set him back to
sixth. There would be no win for the
No. 17 that night as the Wild Child
came in at 16. Meanwhile, the
younger Haudenschild, who started
the feature beside his dad, just one
position behind, took over dad's
spot to come in sixth, and even
held off Tony Stewart/Curb-Agajan-
ian Racing driver and eight-time
Series Champion Donny Schatz for
half the race.

As fans rushed to meet their fa-
vorite drivers in the Pit area after
the race, though, a young boy ran
in screaming: "Did you find the Wild
Child yet? Did you?"

Schatz Outduels
Johnson for 11th

Victory of Season at
Granite City Speedway

SAUX RAPIDS, MN - In what
looked like it was Jason Johnson's
night at Granite City Speedway,
Donny Schatz capitalized on a mid-
race restart. Schatz drove under
Johnson exiting Turn 4 to get by for
the lead. Schatz had to hold off a
determined Johnson and the KSE
Hard Charger Brad Sweet to pick
up his 11th victory of the World of
Outlaws Craftsman® Sprint Car
season. 

Looking for the clean sweep on
the evening, Jason Johnson got
the early jump on the 30-lap Fea-
ture at Granite City Speedway.
Opening up a five-car length lead
over the eight-time and defending
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series champion, Donny
Schatz. Just shy of the halfway
point of the 30-lap race, a yellow
flag was displayed for a slowed Ian
Madsen who had a flat tire. 

On the ensuing restart, Johnson
looked like he was going to pick up
where he left off, rocketing out to a
quick lead over Schatz. As the field
made their way down the back-
stretch, Johnson choose to enter
Turn 3 on the top-side, leaving
Schatz the bottom. 

"[Schatz] just knew what he
needed to do to get by me on that
restart," said Jason Johnson." 

"Races aren't won on the start, a
lot of people never figure that out,"
said Donny Schatz. "We just wait
for an opportunity. We got a run on
[Jason] on the start and we went
down the back and he decided to
go up top into three and I went
where he didn't and we were able
to get by."

At the same time, Sweet wanted
a piece of the action having got by
Madsen on the restart for third

place.
With Schatz out front, Johnson

and Sweet were nipping at his
heels. 

The top-three all within a half-
second of each other had to con-
tend with lap traffic the remain half
of the race. That didn't seem to
slow them down as the three were
trading positions looking to pick up
their next win on the season. 

"I threw everything I knew I had
at [Schatz] to try to get by him,"
added Johnson. "We like to win for
sure. Anytime you can race with
Donny and battle with [Donny], it's
a lot of fun. [Schatz] is one of the
cleaner racers out here."

The final five laps of the race it
looked like it could have to gone to
Schatz, Johnson or Sweet all trad-
ing positions back and forth. Schatz
was just able to pick his line and
get through heavy lap traffic first to
power his way home for his 11th
victory of the 2017 World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint Car season. 

"I think everything raises the
heartrate," said Donny Schatz in
Victory Lane. "There's a lot of great
racers out here right now and
they've got their game on. These
Arctic Cat guys are in the same
boat. They work their tails off to be
good. We were a lot better earlier
in the night - that's kind of odd, usu-
ally we get better as the night goes
on. We got the job done and that's
about it." 

Sweet who started on the out-
side of the fifth row of the Feature,
charged his way forward and
looked like he had something for
both Schatz and Johnson picked
up the KSE Hard Charger award.

"Lap cars just didn't play out or if
we got [Johnson], [Johnson] got us
back. This NAPA Auto Parts car
has been really fast, we put our-
selves a little behind tonight but it
was nice to drive up in there. If we
keep having cars like this, we'll be
able to win some more of these."

Doty's Day: Outlaws
Head to Attica for One-

of-a- Kind Event
CONCORD, NC - In the Sprint

Car racing world, there are several
names that automati-
cally jump out as
icons of the sport;
Brad Doty is one of
those names. When
the drivers chasing
the World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Sprint
Car Series schedule
fill out their calendar
for the year, the Ohio
Logistics Brad Doty

Classic at Attica Raceway Park
jumps off the page. The prestige
surrounding the makes the Brad
Doty Classic one of those "must
win" events. The Outlaws take to
the Attica, OH track for a Tuesday
night special on July 11. 

Brad Doty first got his start in
Sprint Car Racing in 1977 and in
1982 Doty started running with the
World of Outlaws. Although it was-
n't full time, Doty still managed to
finish fourth in the point standings
and picked up the Rookie of the
Year award. The following Spring,
Doty picked up his first Outlaws
Feature win at State Fair Speed-
way in Oklahoma City, OK. Doty
followed it up with wins at Eldora
and Lincoln to name a few. Doty
quickly left his mark on the sport,
having won 11 Outlaw events in a
short period of time.

Doty's career was cut short in
1988 when he was involved in an
accident while racing at the King's
Royal at Eldora leaving him para-
lyzed from the chest down.

Sprint Car racing's rising star
and fan favorite may have had his
driving career cut short, but the ac-
cident didn't dampen Doty's love for
Sprint Car racing. Doty continues to
have a positive impact on the sport
as one of the biggest advocates for
Sprint Car racing anywhere. Rac-
ing in the Ohio Logistics Brad Doty
Classic gives drivers the opportu-
nity to honor the legacy that Doty
continues to leave today. 

Last year, the Brad Doty Classic
returned to Attica Raceway Park to
host play host once again to this
prestigious event after a run at Li-
maland Motorsports Park. Donny
Schatz re-wrote the history books
by winning his third Brad Doty Clas-
sic to become the winningest driver
in the event's history. Schatz
passed Dale Blaney, Steve Kinser
and Danny Smith who each had
two victories in the Brad Doty Clas-
sic. 

Advanced Reserved Tickets for
the Ohio Logistics Brad Doty Clas-
sic at Attica Raceway Park on
Tuesday, July 11 in Attica, Ohio can
be purchased by visiting Worldo-
fOutlaws.com/Tickets or by calling
844-DIRT-TIX.
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SARVER, PA -
The 11th annual Fire-
cracker 100 was com-
bined for one huge
event on Saturday
with back-to-back
World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late
Model Series action at
the famed 4/10-mile
oval- Lernerville
Speedway. The after-
noon matinee in-

cluded a full show with a 30-lap
feature which then lead to the main
events later that evening- the Uncle
Sam 30 and the Firecracker 100.

Firecracker 100 is Overton's
Flair: Brandon Overton claimed the
biggest win of his career as he
parked it in Victory Lane after lead-
ing every lap of the Firecracker 100
at Lernerville Speedway.

"Man I tell you what, I come here
and get my first Outlaw win and
then I get the biggest win of my ca-
reer," said Overton. "I just can't
thank my boys enough. I crashed
the crap out of this thing earlier
today and my boys fixed it up, and
tuned it up, and we put ourselves in
position to win. This is a dream
come true."

Overton claimed his first-ever
Outlaw win during his sophomore
season with the Series at the pre-
liminary event for the 10th annual
Firecracker 100. His win in 2016
was dedicated to his father's com-
mitment to helping him to reach
that point in his career. Just one
year later, Overton was able to put
the cherry on top of his experience
at Lernerville Speedway with a
$30,000 payday.  

Mike Marlar and Tim McCreadie
were looking to capitalize on any
mistakes made by the young gun,
but Overton's run was faultless.
With just nine laps remaining in the
show, only .429 seconds stood be-
tween Marlar and Overton but the
Randy Weaver 116 Dream Ride
was able to hold him off. 

"There really wasn't a lot of room
there to pass him but I was right
under him a lot of times," said Mike
Marlar. "They had one little sweet
spot on the track and I tip-toed to
the left of it and to the right of it but
I just couldn't make anything hap-
pen out there."

Although Marlar couldn't com-
plete his pass for the lead, he was
able to pass McCreadie for second
on lap 37.

"I know it's not easy," said Mc-
Creadie. "I know these two guys up
here [Overton and Marlar] made it
look easy but it's not easy. I'm
thankful I have a good ride."

McCreadie sustained a late race
charge by Don O'Neal who found
his way to contend for the podium
with just a few laps to go. 

Smith Triumphs in Uncle Sam:
G.R. Smith's first ever visit to Lern-
erville Speedway ended victorious
as he won the Uncle Sam race and
$3,000. Smith out ran Boom Briggs
in second by 2.961.

"It's not the one we wanted to
win and we hate that we missed the
big show but it's not a bad night,"
said Smith. "We came a long way
from Charlotte, N.C. to race up
here and it's great to see a dirt track
with all of these people here. It's
great to come up and race in front
of you guys and I'm honored to do
so."

Sheppard's Time to Shine:
Sheppard selected a fan from the
crowd to draw his starting position
for the afternoon event and his re-
draw luck didn't run dry as the num-
ber one Craftsman wrench was
pulled from the toolbox placing him
on the pole for the 30-lap feature.

"We had a good heat race and
were able to finish second which
put us in the redraw. That was key
here," said Sheppard. "I assume it
was pretty hard to pass out there.
We had a pretty balanced racecar
and we were able to keep a good
momentum line and get it done."

Sheppard held on to the lead po-
sition for all 30-laps but Mike Marlar
tried his best to maneuver around
the Rocket1. By lap 13 only .808

seconds stood between Marlar and
Sheppard but Marlar could not find
the extra push he needed to com-
plete the pass. 

Once the pair approached lap
traffic, the Rocket Shepp was able
slide by cars without a problem al-
lowing him to widen the gap on
Marlar to a 1.650 by lap 18 before
returning to a 1.1 second difference
at the finish.

Chub Frank was all smiles in
Victory Lane after he claimed his
best finish of the season in his
home state of Pennsylvania.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series will return to
Lernerville Speedway on Sept. 2
for the Working Man 50. The next
stop for the Series will be on June
28 at the Dirt Oval at Route 66
Raceway for the FVP Outlaw Clay
Classic.

Max Blair Defends
Home Turf at McKean

County Raceway
SMETHPORT, PA - Max Blair

defended his home state by ma-

neuvering his way to his first-ever
World of Outlaws Craftsman® Late
Model Series win at McKean
County Raceway in Smethport, PA
during the Hamlin Lake 50.

The Pennsylvania-native was
joined in Victory Lane by a fan club
of family and friends who rushed
the track for the celebration.

After embracing the moment
under a shower of confetti, Blair
was seemingly at a loss for words
trying to describe his first Outlaw
win.

"I never would've dreamed this
would have happened to me," said
Blair. "I don't even know what to
say. I am so pumped up. We de-
stroyed our car a couple of weeks
ago and we've been working really
hard this week to get this thing
turned around and ready. We were
pretty excited to come here tonight
but I didn't really know what to ex-
pect. I can't believe it. I really can't."

Blair started second in the fea-
ture and was able to pass pole-sit-
ter, Morgan Bagley, on lap 16 for
the lead. The pair battled earlier in
the evening during the heat race
but at that time Bagley was able to
fend off Blair's charges to win his
first heat of the season. 

Devin Moran was next to find his
way to Bagley's door and then
around him by lap 31. Moran then
showed how powerful his Tye
Twarog/ DMR machine was by
steadily reeling in leader, Blair.

"This is our first time here and to
get a top-five is pretty good," said
Moran. "We have to keep working.
I feel like we had the best car out
there all night but Max did a good
job. I have to give him props."

By the time the checkers fell,
Blair only held .987 over Moran.
The two had the fastest cars during
qualifying followed by Brandon
Sheppard who coincidentally
rounded out the podium.
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Claim the Checkers During
Doubleheader

Brandon Overton celebrates his victory at Lernerville Speedway in
the Firecracker 100. (Paul Arch photo)

Brandon Sheppard (center) raced his way to the win during the af-
ternoon matinee portion of the double-header at Lernerville
Speedway. (Chub Frank (left) and Mike Marlar (right) rounded out
the podium. (Paul Arch photo)



CHILLICOTHE,
OH - Ending a near-
four year drought,
Lockbourne, Ohioʼs
Cole Duncan is back
in Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions
victory lane, this time
earning the 35th An-
nual Ohio Sprint
Speedweek presented

by Cometic Gasket finale win at
Atomic Speedway over a field of 53
entries. The pilot of the Helms Con-
struction/Motor City Auto Trans-
port/Ohio Heating/No. 22C earned
his $5,000 payday from the outside
of row three, utilizing a lap 21
restart to take command officially
on lap 22 over Muskingum County
Speedway winner, Spencer
Bayston. Duncan chased Bayston
for six circuits before making the
winning move, eventually driving
under the familiar Kevin Swindell-
owned No. 39 through turns three
and four. 

Duncanʼs victory caps off an im-
pressive Ohio Sprint Speedweek
presented by Cometic Gasket cam-
paign for the second generation
Arctic Cat All Star winner, finishing
tied for second in the final Ohio
Sprint Speedweek championship
standings on the strength of one
victory and five top-ten finishes,
three of which inside the top-five.
Despite ending in a tie, Duncan will
be declared the official runner-up
due to having a victory over Chad
Kemenah. 

Spencer Bayston held on to fin-
ish second on Saturday night at
Atomic Speedway, followed by DJ
Foos, Tanner Thorson and Caleb
Armstrong.

“Man, Iʼve been waiting to talk to
you for a long time,” Cole Duncan
explained in victory lane. “I just
want to thank all of the fans for
coming out tonight. It was a near-
perfect night for racing. The track
was in perfect shape. Iʼm so glad
Brad (McCown) opened this place
back up and did what he did. It
feels so good to be in victory lane
during an All Star event at my home
track. This is the first Speedweek
Iʼve ever completed. Iʼm so proud
of everyone.”

Cole Duncan won the battle on
Saturday night, but it was the “Steel
City Outlaw” Tim Shaffer who won
the war, claiming his third Ohio

Sprint Speedweek presented by
Cometic Gasket point champi-
onship worth $1,000. Shafferʼs
Speedweek run ended with two vic-
tories, the first at Eldora Speedway
and the second at Waynesfield
Raceway Park, as well as five top-
ten finishes, edging out Cole Dun-
can and Chad Kemenah in the final
Ohio Sprint Speedweek title fight
by 14 points. 

“This was definitely a whole
group effort. They did a great job,
which made me look even better
than I was,” said Tim Shaffer.
“Weʼre running well at a perfect
time of the year. Iʼm having more
fun now than I ever have. They
gave me a great car here tonight.
We have the engines and the parts;
everything we need to be better.”

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions will continue competi-
tion with visits to Kokomo (IN)
Speedway and Wayne County
(OH) Speedway on Friday and Sat-
urday, June 30 and July 1. The
Kokomo Speedway program was
originally set for Friday, May 19, but
was postponed due to Mother Na-
ture. Tony Stewart, three-time
NASCAR Cup Series champion
and Arctic Cat All Star owner, will
join the field at Indianaʼs baddest
bullring; the only Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions appearance
in the state of Indiana for 2017.
Rico Abreu is the most recent win-
ner during Arctic Cat All Star com-
petition at Kokomo Speedway,
earning the 2016 Dirt Classic Indi-
ana worth $12,500.

Those seeking additional news
and notes regarding the upcoming
events at Kokomo Speedway and

Wayne County Speedway should
visit each facility live on the Web at
www.kokomospeedway.net and
www.waynecountyspeedway.com.

Round Seven of Ohio
Sprint Speedweek at

Limaland Motorsports
Park Cancelled

LIMA, OH - A mixture of heavy
rains and saturated grounds forced
Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions and Limaland Motorsports
Park officials to cancel round seven
of Ohio Sprint Speedweek pre-
sented by Cometic Gasket sched-
uled for Friday evening, June 23.
Any potential rain date will not be
connected to Ohio Sprint Speed-
week; will not count toward the
overall win bonus, nor the Ohio
Sprint Speedweek championship.

Spencer Bayston
Goes Wire-to-Wire for
Victory at Muskingum

County Speedway
DRESDEN, OH - For the second

time in 2017, and for the second
time in his career, Lebanon, Indi-
anaʼs Spencer Bayston is an Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions

main event winner, this time scor-
ing $5,000 during round six of Ohio
Sprint Speedweek presented by
Cometic Gasket at Muskingum
County Speedway. 

Aboard the Kevin Swindell-
owned/Premier Truck Group/John
Christner Trucking/No. 39, Bayston
led all 30 circuits on Thursday
evening at the Dresden-area oval,
manhandling multiple waves of in-
tense traffic, as well as an aggres-
sive cushion at the top of the
speedway, to clinch his first Arctic
Cat All Star win since April. Fellow
Indiana native Caleb Armstrong fin-
ished second, followed by Chad
Kemenah, Tim Shaffer and Cole
Duncan. 

“Iʼm going to get most of the
credit here tonight, but the people
who really deserve the credit are
the ones standing behind me,”
Spencer Bayston said in victory
lane. “This is a brand new race car.
We rolled one over the other night
at Wayne County Speedway, so
weʼve been up until about four in
the morning the last few nights
working to get this one ready. Kevin
and Jordan [Swindell], the whole
crew; they all work so hard and
make all of this happen. Without
them, I wouldnʼt be standing up
here.” 

Baystonʼs 30-lap campaign at
the front of the field started from the
pole position, taking command right
from the drop of the green flag over
Caleb Armstrong and two-time
Speedweek winner Tim Shaffer.
Two early cautions, the first on lap
five and the second on lap ten,
were the only two momentum
breakers for Bayston, but neither
created any sort of distraction.
Baystonʼs lead was nearly three
seconds on multiple occasions
even while racing in traffic, and de-
spite having to deal with dirty air,
the Indiana native hardly faltered. 

“We got to dirty air in traffic and 
(Continued Next Page)
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Tim Shaffer celebrates Ohio Sprint Speedweek title at Atomic Speed-
way. (Vince Vellella photo)

Cole Duncan Earns Ohio
Sprint Speedweek Finale

Victory, Tim Shaffer Claims
Speedweek Championship

Caleb Armstrong [left], Spencer Bayston [center], Chad Kemenah
[right] celebrate podium finishes at Muskingum County Speedway.
(Dan/Sprint Fun photo) 



Continued…

my whole race
changed it felt like,”
Bayston said. “I had to
kinda drive above [the
cushion] a couple
times, but it almost
didnʼt work for me be-
cause I nearly looped
it. Despite all of that, I
never really felt any
pressure, so I was
able to just cruise and
bring it home.” 

Caleb Armstrongʼs
runner-up finish was a
season-high for the
New Castle, Indiana,

native. The second year Arctic Cat
All Star traveler started second on
the feature grid and battled in that
position all 30 laps. Chad Keme-
nah, the current Arctic Cat All Star
championship point leader,
charged from 11th to finish third,
solid enough to earn MSD Per-
formance Hard Charger Award
honors.

Tim Shaffer Holds
Back Danny Dietrich

for Waynesfield
Speedweek Victory
WAYNESFIELD, OH - A battle

that lasted nearly 15 circuits around
the Waynesfield Raceway Park
high banks, the “Steel City Outlaw”
Tim Shaffer held off Pennsylvania
Posse invader Danny Dietrich to
earn his second victory in five
rounds of Ohio Sprint Speedweek
presented by Cometic Gasket,
scoring not only a $5,000 top prize,
but also solidifying a $500 bonus
on behalf of Cometic Gasket. 

The victory, a first-ever at Way-
nesfield Raceway Park during Arc-
tic Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
competition, raises Shafferʼs career
win total to 58 with “Americaʼs Se-
ries.” “Double-D” Danny Dietrich
held on to finish second at the con-
clusion of the 35-lap program, fol-
lowed by Chad Kemenah, Cole
Duncan and Parker Price-Miller. 

“I just canʼt say enough about
this race team. Hats off to all of my
guys tonight. They did a great job,”
Tim Shaffer explained in victory
lane. “Iʼm surrounded by great peo-
ple. We are having a lot of fun right
now. When we win, itʼs even better.
This is awesome.”

Tim Shafferʼs campaign at the
front of the field commenced on lap
16, finally working around early
race leader and Aussie visitor
Sammy Walsh. After taking com-
mand of the top spot, the Aliquippa,
Pennsylvania, native soon entered

traffic, eventually tracked down by
Danny Dietrich who worked into
second by lap 18. Despite Shafferʼs
ability to navigate traffic, Dietrich
never lost sight of the Rudzik Ex-
cavating/Scoville Designs/VRP
Shocks/No. 49X, racing within two
to three car lengths even while rac-
ing through periods of heavy traffic.

By lap 28, traffic intensified and
so did the battle for the lead, as Di-
etrich made several attempts to
work underneath Shaffer through
both corners of the speedway. After
avoiding chaos while racing three
wide with a lapped car, Shaffer and
Dietrich ended up making contact
at the exit of turn four, ultimately
ending all of Dietrichʼs momentum.
Shafferʼs lead quickly opened back
up, crossing under the final check-
ers nearly two seconds ahead of
Dietrich. 

“I just had to sit up in the seat,”
Tim Shaffer said. “The ledge on the
race track was really tricky tonight
and we had a really tight race car
on top of that. We had that delay for
the lighting issues, so we used that
to talk about how we could make
the car better. Cody (Jacobs) made

some changes and it felt a lot bet-
ter. At the end of the day, I got
lucky.” 

For Danny Dietrich, the runner-
up finish increases his top-five
streak to two during Ohio Sprint
Speedweek presented by Cometic
Gasket, all beginning with a fifth
place performance on Tuesday
evening at Sharon Speedway. 

“The car was really fast tonight,”
Danny Dietrich stated, pilot of the
Tom Buch-owned/Apex Struc-
tures/DKW Transport/Sweeney
Cars/Racerʼs New & Used Parts
Warehouse/No. 13D. “I need to
thank everyone who has been
helping us out all week, especially
Tom (Buch) for giving me this op-
portunity to race. We were good. I
was trying to run on the curb and
sail it through one and two pretty
good. I thought I was going to clear
(Tim Shaffer), but I didnʼt quite get
him. I really didnʼt expect him to
work back around me and that
lapped car, but that is what makes
Tim such a good racer; heʼs clean
and heʼs fast.” 

For the first time since June 27,
2006, the Arctic Cat All Star Circuit

of Champions will return to the
Muskingum County Speedway in
Zanesville, Ohio, this time for round
six of Ohio Sprint Speedweek pre-
sented by Cometic Gasket on
Thursday evening, June 22. “Amer-
icaʼs Series” has contested 12 sep-
arate events at Muskingum County
Speedway since their first appear-
ance in 1984. Of the 12 contested
events, three drivers were victori-
ous on more than one occasion;
Kenny Jacobs, Dale Blaney and
Kelly Kinser each own two wins.

Kyle Larson Leads
California Podium
Sweep at Sharon

Speedway
HARTFORD, OH - Elk Grove,

Californiaʼs Kyle Larson picked up
right where he left off on Monday
evening, this time scoring a second
consecutive Ohio Sprint Speed-
week presented by Cometic Gas-
ket main event victory during
competition at Sharon Speedway in
Hartford, Ohio, ultimately holding
off a pair of California natives for a
$5,000 top prize. 

Larson, who started sixth on the
Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions feature grid, wasted no time
working his way to the front of the
feature field. The pilot of the Paul
Silva-owned/Finley Farms/No. 57
moved around early leader Rico
Abreu on lap four, eventually with-
standing multiple waves of traffic,
as well as mid-race and late race
charges from Abreu and Carson
Macedo. The Arctic Cat All Star vic-
tory was the sixth of Larsonʼs ca-
reer with all six occurring during
Ohio Sprint Speedweek presented
by Cometic Gasket. 

“Itʼs really cool to win this race a
year after Bryan Clauson won this
race. The Clauson family means a
lot to me,” Kyle Larson explained.
“Paul Silva really made some big
improvements tonight. He tried
some things in the dash, but we
were really slow. He made some
more changes and they really
worked out. Hats off to Paul. Heʼs
the smartest guy in the pit area.” 

Kyle Larson was in charge, but
the battle for second and third may
have attracted just as much atten-
tion. Rico Abreu and Carson
Macedo battled for nearly half of
the entire 30-lap distance, ex-
changing positions and sliders on
multiple occasions. Despite lap
after lap of position swapping and
slide job attempts, Macedo did not
officially overtake Abreu for the run-
ner-up position until lap 23. 

“I had a lot of fun here tonight,” 
(Continued Next Page)
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Tim Shaffer [center] celebrates Waynesfield win with his crew.
(Vince Vellella photo)

Kyle Larson takes the checkered flag for the win at Sharon Speed-
way. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

Macedo said, pilot of
the Lucas Oil/Weld
Wheels/Gaerte En-
gines by Topp Per-
formance Race
Parts/No. 3G. “This
ended up being such
an awesome race
track. If you would
have told me it was
going to be that good
at the beginning of the
night, I would have
never believed it. This
team gave me a great
car. Kyle Larson is the
best right now. To run

second to him, weʼll take that and
move forward. Iʼm pretty happy.
Everything is going pretty well for
this team.” 

A caution on lap 22 was the only
pause during the Ohio Sprint
Speedweek program. Despite the
sudden stop in momentum, Larson
used the restart to his advantage
and instantly opened his lead to
over two seconds. One last surge
by Macedo with a few circuits re-
maining closed the gap, but Larson
still crossed under the final check-
ers 1.25 seconds ahead of the run-
ning order.

“This dirt was great, too,” Larson
explained. “You could run from the
inside tires to the outside wall. I ac-
tually looked up at the scoreboard
at one point and noticed that
Macedo got around Abreu, so I
knew he had to be pretty good be-
cause I saw Abreuʼs nose a few
times racing below me. I thought I
was running a pretty good line
which was going to make it hard for
Macedo to pass me. I have no idea
where he was running, whether it
was on the top or bottom. Regard-
less, itʼs pretty cool to have a Cali-
fornia podium sweep here.”

Larson Climbs From
Eighth to Win Ohio
Sprint Speedweek

Round Three
ORRVILLE, OH - Less than a

week after earning his first World of
Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-
ries victory of the 2017 season, and
just 24 hours after earning his sec-
ond NASCAR Cup Series victory of
the 2017 season, Kyle Larson was
victorious with the Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions, this time
claiming round three of Ohio Sprint
Speedweek presented by Cometic
Gasket on Monday, June 19, at
Wayne County Speedway. 

Larson, who started eighth on
the main event grid, took command

officially on lap 13 over Cale Con-
ley. It was a fifth career victory for
Larson during Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions competition,
his second at Wayne County
Speedway.

“I was a little nervous during our
dash tonight, but we were able to
gain a few positions and increase
our starting position by a few rows,”
Larson explained in victory lane,
pilot of the Finley Farms/Howard
Johnson of Lima/No. 57. “I just tried
to be patient the whole race. I knew
we had a really good car.”

Larsonʼs march to the front
started right from the drop of the
green flag, appearing inside the
top-five as early as lap six. A series
of cautions, one for early race
leader Brad Haudenschild, kept the
feature field stacked together on
three separate occasions during
the first six circuits. 

Unfortunately for all of those in
attendance, one pause in action
was caused by a power outage.
The track lighting would soon reap-
pear. 

By lap nine, Larson moved his
way into third, eventually setting up
a pass to take second on lap 11,
soon followed by the winning move
on lap 13; driving under Cale Con-
ley at the entrance of turn three and
having full command by the exit of
turn four. From that point forward,
Larson was flawless, even surviv-
ing one final caution with less than
two circuits remaining. Tim Shaffer
and Caleb Helms, who were each
battling for second and third in the
running order, made contact just
before the flagstand on lap 29.
Their misfortune allowed Kasey
Kahne and Chad Kemenah to so-
lidify themselves on the podium.  

“I got to traffic and I started to
worry a little bit,” Kyle Larson ex-
plained. “I thought I saw the guys
racing behind me creep up on my

inside a little bit. I saw a ʻ4ʼ and ʻ10ʼ
on the scoreboard and I thought
Kasey [Kahne] and Chad [Keme-
nah] both started pretty far back, so
I knew they had to be pretty good.
Luckily, we hung on those last few
laps and got the win.”

Arctic Cat All Stars Set
to Revisit Wayne

County Speedway on
Saturday, July 1

ORRVILLE, OH - A late addition
to the Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions schedule will see
“Americaʼs Series” return to Wayne
County (OH) Speedway sooner

than expected, now revisiting on
Saturday, July 1, for the third of five
total appearances in 2017. The
event will award a $5,000 top prize,
also awarding full points toward the
Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions season championship. 

The Wayne County Speedway
visit on July 1 will follow the Arctic
Cat All Star invasion of Kokomo
(IN) Speedway on June 30. 

“Weʼre thrilled for the opportunity
to have the Arctic Cat All Stars back
so soon,” Jason Flory explained,
promoter of Wayne County Speed-
way. “Our Ohio Sprint Speedweek
program proved to be a success,
and with their schedule opening
back up right before the holiday, we
decided to jump on the opportunity
to have them back.”

In addition to a complete Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
program, Wayne County Speed-
way will also host all of their regular
racing divisions including super late
models, super stocks and mini
stocks, each battling for a Mid-Sea-
son Championship.

Wayne County Speedway will
open pit gates at 2:00pm on Satur-
day, July 1. Main gates will follow at
3:00pm. General admission tickets
are $15. Pit passes will be available
for $35.

Those seeking additional infor-
mation should visit Wayne County
Speedway at www.waynecoun-
tyspeedway.com.
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Kyle Larson celebrates in victory lane at Wayne County Speedway
after racing his way to the front for the win. (Paul Arch photo)



ALGER, WS -
Domination might not
describe the perform-
ance by Sam Hafer-
tepe, Jr. at the 46th
Jim Raper Memorial
Dirt Cup presented by
the Skagit Casino and
Hotel, as the Hwy. 79
Collision No. 15 left
only seven drivers on
the lead lap when all
was said and done.

Joined by Dave Argabright on
the LucasOilRacing.tv broadcast,
the question of Sam's thoughts on
his second win was asked with
Sam replying, "Man, I just had to
take a second and collect my
thoughts on what we did. We went
from looking like a rookie on Thurs-
day night to dominating the field the
last two nights. It's a testament to
the hard work we put in. Most guys
don't realize the hours we put into
this. I like to have fun as anybody,
and all these boys in the Pits know
it, but when it comes to this hotrod
here, there's nothing second to it."

Going on to thank his sponsors
and crew, Sam also gave a special
thanks to Skagit Speedway owner,
Steve Beitler.

"I just think you guys need to ap-
preciate Steve Beitler more. He
works his ass off to get this place
right. We may have had a bad track
on Thursday, but he put countless
hours in and got us a track that was
right on the fence, and you can't
ask for any more than that. There
isn't a lot of $15,000 to win 360cid
races, and he does a hell of a job
so hats off to him."

Collecting his second $15,000
payday in as many years, Hafer-
tepe's ninth win of the season with
the Lucas Oil American Sprint Car
Series presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network surpasses his
overall win total from 2016 by one,
and brings his series total to 24
since 2010.

Rolling to the green fourth on the
grid, Sam wasted little time ad-
vancing through the ranks. Taking
over second on Lap 2 from Aaron
Reutzel, the race for the lead
quickly followed as Roger Crockett
came under fire on Lap 7.

Just getting into traffic, Crockett
rolled the bottom on slower cars in
the first two turns with the cushion
opening clear for Hafertepe. With
momentum to his advantage, Sam
took over the top spot on the eighth

revolution.
Setting sail through traffic,

Hafertepe continued to build his ad-
vantage with the race for second
between Crockett and Reutzel with
the former ASCS Northwest Re-
gional Champion able to hold off
the No. 87 through Lap 25.

Trailing by over five seconds,
and with slower cars blocking his
every move, Sam continued to day-
light the No. 87 while putting driv-
ers inside the top-ten a lap down.
Looking like the 2017 Dirt Cup fi-
nale was going to go green to
checkered, the race would come to
a stop on Lap 36 with Garen Linder
going for a tumble in turn two with-
out injury.

Restarting with four lapped cars
between himself and Reutzel, Sam
easily checked out to a 4.789 sec-
ond advantage at the checkered
flag. Aaron Reutzel second was
joined on the podium by Roger
Crockett. Fourth went to Jason Sol-
wold after a fierce battle with Blake
Hahn who capped his weekend off
with a fifth place finish.

Matt Covington sixth was fol-
lowed by Colton Heath to round out
the drivers on the lead lap. Seth
Bergman rode eighth with Johnny
Herrera earning the CP Carrillo
Hard Charger of the night with run
from 15th to ninth. Wayne Johnson
finished tenth.

The Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Networks
turns to next to Grays Harbor
Raceway in Elma, Wash. for the
Fred Brownfield Classic on Friday,
June 30 and Saturday, July 1. For
more information on the event, log
onto http://www.graysharborrace-
way.com.

For continued updates on the
American Sprint Car Series, from
the National Tour to any of the
seven regional tours that make up
the over 150 dates across the
ASCS Nation during the 2017 sea-
son, log onto http://www.ascsrac-
ing.com.

Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
Unstoppable at Skagit

ALGER, WS - What a difference
24-hours can make as Sam Hafer-
tepe, Jr. went from being a lap
down on Thursday at Skagit
Speedway to Victory Lane on Fri-
day with a run that was hotter than
Seattle Coffee during Friday's 25
lap preliminary A-Feature in the

46th Jim Raper Memorial Dirt Cup
presented by the Skagit Casino
and Resort.

"Everybody knows, at least the
guys that race with us, when it gets
a little rough like that, our car does-
n't normally do very good and I'm
not as young as I used to be for
that cowboy up," said Hafertepe on
the subject of the overnight differ-
ence in his performance.

"The track being a little slicker
for us, it got close to what we had
last year on Saturday night. Steve's
done a great job. To work as hard
as he has, to get what we had
tonight form what we started with,
hats off to Steve."

Hafertepe's eighth win on the
season with the Lucas Oil Ameri-
can Sprint Car Series National Tour
presented by the MAVTV Motor-
sports Network, the Texas native
will roll off fourth in Saturday's
$15,000 to win A-Feature.

Positioning his Hwy. 79 Collision
No. 15h on the pole through Fri-
day's Heat/Qualifier format, Hafer-
tepe shot to the point immediately
with Roger Crockett in tow.

Keeping the field at bay through
a pair of early race cautions, and a
red flag involving Seth Bergman
and Wayne Johnson, the restarts
yield little opportunity for Crockett
to attack. Pacing ahead of third run-
ning Travis Rilat early on, the No.
39c came under fire from Blake
Hahn with the Griffith Truck and
Equipment No. 52 taking the show
position as Hafertepe began ap-
proaching the back of the field.

Green from Lap 7 on, traffic did
little to slow Hafertepe's run with
the Lucas Oil ASCS National Tour
point's leader crossing 5.188 sec-
onds ahead of Roger Crockett, but
it's the driver of the No. 7n that will
lead the field to the drop of the
green on Saturday.

"We had a good start to last
night, and starting second row

tonight, we didn't have any of the
cars from last night starting around
us so I knew we were in good
shape," commented Crockett.

On his prediction of the track for
Saturday, Roger said, "I think it'll be
a lot like tonight. It usually gets hard
on tires later in the race, which is
good, it makes you save your car,
but we've got a lot of work to do to
catch Sam."

Blake Hahn completed the
podium in the Lucas Oil No. 52 with
10th starting Aaron Reutzel fourth.

The run by the No. 87 earned
the outside of the front row for Sat-
urday's A-Feature. Jason Solwold
finished fifth from ninth with Travis
Rilat in tow. Colton Heath seventh
was trailed by Matt Covington from
14th. Skylar Gee was the night's
CP-Carrillo Hard Charger of the
night with a run from 17th to ninth.
Austen Wheatley made up the top-
ten.

Slide Job Filled Jim
Raper Memorial Dirt
Cup Opener Goes To

Aaron Reutzel
ALGER, WS - The slide jobs

were fierce to open up the 46th run-
ning of the Jim Raper Memorial Dirt
Cup presented by the Skagit
Casino and Resort with Aaron
Reutzel topping the battle over
Seth Bergman for his first career
victory at the three-tenths mile Sk-
agit Speedway.

Giving chase to the Corridor
Electric No. 23 who started outside
the front row, Aaron never let the
Washington native get out of reach.

"I knew it was going to be really
tough to beat Seth on the start. He
had the top to take off on and he
led me there. He really left me with
nothing to do, so he did a good job,
but I saw I was keeping up with him
pretty good there just before we got 

(Continued Next Page)
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Goes Back-to-Back at
The Dirt Cup

Sam Hafertepe, Jr. dominated the 2017 Dirt Cup for the second year
running, beating out Aaron Reutzel and Roger Crockett for the top
spot on the podium. (ASCS/Lisa Dynes Photo)



Continued…

into traffic and I knew
if I could eliminate my
mistakes, because I
kept making a bunch
of them, that I could
probably get him,"
said Aaron who picked
up his fourth win of the
2017 National Tour.

Exchanging sev-
eral slide jobs starting
at the race's half-way
point, a few moves
nearly ended with both
drivers in the wall as
the pair weaved
through traffic as well.

"He didn't leave me much room,
so I went in and did the same thing.
I did kind of use him up a little bit,
but Seth's a racer. He knows how it
is and gave me a thumbs up after
the race. That's a true racer."

Taking over the top spot on Lap
15, Aaron was able to keep
Bergman at bay the remainder of
the 25 lap preliminary feature event
with the margin of victory 0.868
seconds. Putting a second Wash-
ington native on the podium, Trey
Starks placed third in the family
owned No. 55.

Jason Solwold raced to a fourth
place finish from sixth with Roger
Crockett fifth. Colton Heath sixth
was followed by Matt Covington
who advanced to seventh after
starting tenth. Johnny Herrera,
Garen Linder, and Blake Hahn
completed the top-ten.

ASCS Warrior Region
at Lake Ozark

Speedway Goes to
Kyle Bellm

ELDON, MO - With funds and
equipment keeping Kyle Bellm
closer to home instead of chasing
the National Tour to Dirt Cup, the

"Nixa Nightmare" made the trip to
Lake Ozark Speedway with the
Speedway Motors ASCS Warrior
Region presented by Impact Signs,
Awnings, and Wraps with a victori-
ous outcome for the RAMS No.
14k.

Bellm's third career victory with
the Warrior Region of the American
Sprint Car Series, Kyle bested a
roster of 25 with Jonathan Cornell
hustling from sixth to second.
Randy Martin slipped back one
from the start to complete the
podium with Tyler Blank fourth.
Making massive moves through the
field, Austin Alumbaugh advanced
an impressive 17 spots to complete
the top-five.

Evan Martin crossed sixth with
Miles Paulus, Morgan Turpen, Tay-
lor Walton, and Corey Nelson make
up the night's top-ten.

Coming up for the Speedway
Motors ASCS Warrior Region pre-
sented by Impact Signs, Awnings,
and Wraps will be the Red, White,
and Blue Tour. Three nights on the
Independence Day Weekend will
begin at Callaway Raceway in Ful-
ton, Mo. on Friday, June 30. Lake
Ozark Speedway again on Satur-
day, July 1 will be followed by a
Sunday night at the Double X
Speedway in California, Mo.

For continued updates on the
American Sprint Car Series, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com.

Alex Sewell Tackles
Heartland Park Topeka

in ASCS Red River
Warrior Showdown
TOPEKA, KS - Topping a field of

22 in the series debut at the three-
eighths mile Heartland Park
Topeka clay oval, Oklahoma's Alex
Sewell was the top-dog with the
Speedway Motors ASCS Warrior
Region presented by Impact Signs,
Awnings, and Wraps and the Amer-

ican Bank of Oklahoma ASCS Red
River Region presented by Smi-
ley's Racing Products.

Taking the green from third, the
eventual winner gave chase to the
No. 82 of Jordan Boston. Slipping
high on the sixth rotation, Boston
left the door wide open for Sewell
to advance to the point.

Charging from sixth, Missouri's
Jonathan Cornell crossed runner-

up with Miles Paulus third. NCRA
regular Jeremy Campbell took in
the show with a fourth place finish.
Traveling from Tennessee, Terry
Gray completed the top-five.

Jordan Boston ended up slip-
ping back to finish sixth with Mor-
gan Turpen seventh from 11th.
Kade Morton, Chris Morgan, and
Don Droud, Jr. rounded out the
night's top-ten.

Aaron Reutzel was the class of the field on Thursday night to open
up the Jim Raper Memorial Dirt Cup at Skagit Speedway (ASCS/Lisa
Dynes photo)
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Kyle Bellm earned his second win of the season in ASCS Regional
competition at Lake Ozark Speedway with the Warrior Region.
(ASCS/Terry Ford photo)

BATAVIA, OH -
The Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series will
celebrate the Inde-
pendence weekend
with a tripleheader in
Ohio. The nation's
elite dirt late model
teams will tackle three
different venues, in
pursuit of over
$135,000 in prize
money.

The weekend begins on Satur-
day, July 1st, when Portsmouth
Raceway Park in Portsmouth, OH
hosts the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series for the annual Independ-
ence 60.

The event will feature a com-
plete program for the Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series, which in-
cludes: Miller Welders Time Trials,
Heat Races, B-Mains and a 60-lap,
$12,000-to-win main event. The
Open Wheel Modifieds and Limited
Late Models will also be in action
on July 1st.

Further information is available
at: www.portsraceway.com.

The captivating stars of the na-
tion's premier dirt late model tour
will invade the revitalized, Mans-
field Motor Speedway on Sunday,
July 2nd for The Freedom 50 - pre-

sented by Summit Racing Equip-
ment. The event will include an ac-
tion-packed program of: Miller
Welders Time Trials, Heat Races,
B-Mains and a 50-lap, $10,000-to-
win main event for the Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series. The Street
Stocks will compete for a $2,000
top prize.

Mansfield Motor Speedway is lo-
cated at 545 Crall Road East in
Mansfield, OH. To find out more
about Mansfield Motor Speedway,
visit: www.mansfieldmotorspeed-
way.com or call: (419) 465-RACE.

The Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series will polish off the weekend
at Muskingum County Speedway in
Zanesville, OH on Monday, July
3rd. In addition to the high-speed,
door-to-door racing action - pre-
sented by Bear Welding Services,
LLC, the event will feature the
area's largest fireworks display.
The Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries will compete in a full program
of: Miller Welders Time Trials, Heat
Races, B-Mains and a 60-lap,
$12,000-to-win main event. Also on
the racing card will be the Open
Wheel Modifieds, Street Stocks,
and Four Cylinders.

For more information, visit:
www.muskingumcountyspeed-
way.com.
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DUNDEE, NY -
Billy Decker used the
outside lane to take
the lead from Larry
Wight on a lap 68
restart and then
fended off numerous
challenges from reign-
ing Super DIRTcar Se-
ries champion Matt
Sheppard over the
final 20 laps to win the
Ultimate Outlaw 100

at Outlaw Speedway on Tuesday
night. 

Decker was strong in lapped
traffic and had to utilize both the in-
side and outside lanes over the
final 15 laps to get his second vic-
tory of the season in the Series' first
visit to the Dundee, NY track since
1990 when it was known as Black
Rock Speedway.

"This Paige Trucking car was re-
ally good," Decker said in Victory
Lane. "MPR racing works really
hard on this thing and gave me a
rocketship tonight. We were pretty
good putting in some time and then
had a really good restart with Larry
(Wight). He left me a lane and I got
to the lead."

Max McLaughlin and Stewart
Friesen brought the field to the
green flag from the front row for the
100-lap affair. Jimmy Phelps and
Justin Haers had extra motivation
to earn the win as the eligible driv-
ers for the Dig Safely New York Call
811 redraw bonus if either could
win from their redraw starting posi-
tions of 8th and 11th, respectively. 

McLaughlin led the opening lap,
but Friesen quickly replied by tak-
ing over the point in the outside
lane. Behind the two front-runners,
fifth-starting Wight quickly nosed
under McLaughlin, which led to a
three-wide battle for second with
Matt Sheppard and Keith Flach. 

The first caution came on lap
seven for a slowed Marcus Dinkins.
When the race resumed on lap 13,
Wight challenged Friesen for the
lead with momentum in the outside
lane and completed the pass on lap
16. At lap 20, Sheppard took sec-
ond from Friesen on the bottom
groove as the field used every inch
of a fast and racey track. 

Wight's lead of approximately
five car lengths was erased on lap
27 when Peter Britten and Tyler Siri
tangled in turn four. The incident
ended the night for Siri, who dou-
bles as the Outlaw Speedway
owner and promoter. 

On the ensuing restart, Wight
and Sheppard both showed their
hand for the remainder of the race,
with Wight taking to the top groove
while Sheppard glued himself to
the bottom. Decker made his pres-
ence felt on lap 35 when he took
third from Friesen after methodi-
cally making his way forward from
the sixth starting spot. 

Just before the halfway point,
Sheppard fell to fifth when he spun
and did a complete 360 after he
and Wight made contact in turn two
while battling for the lead. Shep-
pard gathered the car back up to
speed and the race stayed green. 

"I think we had the car to win,"
Sheppard said candidly following
the race. "We got up to second and
were working Larry over. He kind of
lost it up on the top of one and two
and drove back across the track,
drove over my front end and spun
me out. I was able to keep it going
and get going again"

Sheppard's turnaround allowed
Decker to take over the runner-up
spot and pull within striking dis-
tance of Wight. Decker followed
Sheppard's previous line around
the bottom while Wight continued
to hit the top lane. Wight was re-
silient though, and navigated the
lapped traffic well to maintain his
advantage over Decker, but was
never able to completely pull away.

Wight led until the caution
waved again on lap 60 when Eldon
Payne made contact with third-
place Stewart Friesen in turn one,
sending Friesen spinning in the
middle of the track. Friesen even-
tually drove back to a 12th-place
finish, but was denied what likely
would have been a top-five finish.
For his misfortune, Friesen claimed
the Speedy First Air Hard Luck
award.

On the following restart, Wight
chose the inside lane and Decker
promptly drove around the outside
of the No.99L to take the lead when
the green flag brought the field
back to speed on lap 68. 

A trio of attempts at a lap 75
restart allowed drivers to gather
their thoughts before the final
sprint. The single-file restart saw
Decker out front while Sheppard
took second from Wight by lap 78. 

Then, in traffic, Decker used the
high lane as well as the bottom to
protect the lead while maneuvering
past the slower traffic with Shep-

pard racing within a car length. 
"When Matt wheeled under-

neath me a couple of times in one
and two, I figured I better move,"
Decker said. "I had to move around
a little bit and try to find something
a little bit better. I think we were for-
tunate with Steve Paine there. He
was having a little trouble and I
used him as a pick to get to the bot-
tom and that gave me a little dis-
tance."

Sheppard made several at-
tempts to take the lead from
Decker with a drive off the bottom
of turn two, but a slower car racing
in the bottom lane blocked his effort
on more than one occasion.  

Regardless, Decker was strong
and strategic in holding off Shep-
pard for the victory, an important
second triumph in just the Series
fourth race this season. Wight
claimed the third position while
Alan Johnson, a weekly regular at
Outlaw, and Erick Rudolph com-
pleted the top-five. 

Max McLaughlin won the Pole
Position Raceway Fast Qualifier
award for the second straight race.
Decker, Brett Hearn and Rudolph
won qualifying heats. 

Pat Ward was the race's KSE
Hard Charger after racing from
19th to 9th following his Last
Chance Qualifier victory earlier in
the evening.

Before the event could even get
started, Michael Maresca found his
night in shambles. On his first qual-
ifying lap, the Potsdam, NY driver
dug into turn three and flipped
wildly end-over-end in his No.7m.
The 22-year-old driver was unin-
jured, however his racecar was de-
stroyed and he was unable to
compete in the remainder of the
event.

DUNDEE, NY -
Dave Marcuccilli used
the track position a lap
27 restart afforded him
and won a side-by-
side battle with Ronnie
Davis III to claim a vic-
tory in the DIRTcar
Sportsman Series
Central Region Fea-
ture at Outlaw Speed-
way on Tuesday night.
Marcucciili's victory
completed a perfect
night with a fast time in

qualifying and a heat race win. He
also became the third different win-
ner in three Sportsman Series Cen-
tral Region races this season.

The race started with Tyler
Thompson and Davis on the front
row while Marcuccilli and Nick
Guerrerri were in row two. Davis
grabbed the early lead while Mar-
cuccilli and Guerrerri engaged in a
hard-fought battle. 

"I think he was on the outside of
me and I didn't see him there, so I
kind of crowded him up a little bit,"
Marcuccilli said. "He dove down
into one and made a little contact. It
is what it is. You get down in there
and it gets a little rough. It's no big
deal."

Davis took the early lead while
Marcuccilli raced into second.

The race was slowed for the
second time on lap nine when Kyle

Inman slowed on the front stretch.
Davis and Marcuccilli raced side-
by-side until lap 11 when Davis
maintained the lead and Guererri
joined the battle up front. 

At the halfway mark, Davis led a
four-car breakway with Marcuccilli,
Gurerri and the Tom Collins Jr.
driven No.713. The leaders worked
the bottom groove in turns one and
two and the high line in the higher-
banked turns three and four. 

On lap 22 of the 30-lap Feature,
Marcuccilli reduced Davis' lead to
0.2 seconds, but the lead was
erased completely a lap later when
Guererri suffered mechanical is-
sues and spun on the front stretch. 

The ensuing restart was the final
one of the night. Davis held the top
lane with Marcucilli on the bottom
in a side-by-side battle.

The two drivers raced that way

until Marcucilli nosed ahead and
cleared Davis on lap 27. Collins
took advantage of the open space
on the bottom as did Rocky Warner
and created a three-wide battle for
the lead.

Collins took the runner-up spot,
but had no time to track down Mar-
cuccilli who won his fifth straight
start at Outlaw.

"I was catching him and I was on
him and faster than him, but then
we had that one caution," Marcuc-
cilli said of Davis in Victory Lane.
"After that, I was so loose. It took
me forever to get back to him and
when we started battling the cau-
tion came out. The caution helped.
Things might have got a little dicey
there in lapped traffic. To be able to
battle that out with Ronnie and
some great cars here is pretty awe-
some."
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Daytona Intʼl
Speedway

D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Dale
Earnhardt Jr. will make
his final Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup
Series start at Day-
tona International
Speedway in the 59th
annual Coke Zero 400
Powered By Coca-
Cola on Saturday, July
1, which also serves
as the kick-off race for
his JR Nation #AP-
PRECI88ION Tour.

Earnhardt Jr. is
third on the all-time

wins list with 17 victories at Day-
tona International Speedway in-
cluding two DAYTONA 500
victories (2004, 2014) and two
Coke Zero 400s (2001, 2015).
Throughout the race weekend, the
“World Center of Racing” will have
a number of activities planned for
race fans to honor and celebrate
one of the most dominating drivers
to have competed at the famed 2.5-
mile tri-oval.

Highlighting those activities is
the #Daletona mosaic, which will
be located in the Axalta Injector of
the motorsports stadium. Fans will
be able to create a piece of artwork
to commemorate Dale Earnhardt
Jr.ʼs final Monster Energy Series
start at Daytona by submitting their
favorite Earnhardt Jr. and Daytona
International Speedway photos on
Instagram and Twitter using #Dale-
tona.

Submitted pictures will be
printed out and placed onto the 15ʼ
x 5.5ʼ (width x height) mosaic wall
that will be on display in Level 1 of
the Axalta Injector. All the fan pic-
tures in the mosaic will create a
piece of artwork celebrating Earn-
hardt Jr.ʼs career at Daytona and
will be delivered to him following
the event.

Race fans on site can also take
home a #Daletona-branded keep-
sake on Saturday by uploading
their photo of themselves and their
race-day experience at the mosaic
in the Axalta Injector.

Among the other activities
planned:

• No. 88 logo in the tri-oval grass
• Special video during pre-race

ceremonies
• Dale Earnhardt Jr. Daytona

highlights display and photo oppor-
tunity in the UNOH Fanzone

• Dale Jr. #APPRECI88ION Lap
on Lap 88 of the Coke Zero 400 for
fans throughout the facility to stand
and recognize Earnhardt Jr.

• Dale Earnhardt Jr.ʼs greatest

moments at Daytona bracket chal-
lenge at www.daytonainternational-
speedway.com/dalejr

Tickets for the 59th annual Coke
Zero 400 Powered By Coca-Cola,
the Coca-Cola Firecracker 250 and
other Daytona International Speed-
way events can be purchased at
www.daytonainternationalspeed-
way.com or by calling 1-800-
PITSHOP.

Fans can stay connected with
Daytona International Speedway
on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,
Pinterest, YouTube and Snapchat,
and by downloading Daytona Inter-
national Speedwayʼs mobile app,
for the latest news throughout the
season.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - A firework show for

the ages will ignite the sky this
Fourth of July, as the “Race to the
4th” Independence Day bash
hosted by the City of Homestead
returns to Homestead-Miami
Speedway for the eighth consecu-
tive year. The event will take place
on Tuesday, July 4, from 6-10 p.m.
and is free for all guests. 

A sea of red, white and blue will
descend upon the track, treating
guests to live music, food trucks
and kids activities, including mid-
way-style amusement rides and
rock climbing. Last yearʼs event
boasted more than 25,000 atten-
dees, with even more expected for
this yearʼs spectacle.

Local staple, Main Highway, will
kick off the festivities on stage per-
forming classic rock and roll jams,
while up-and-coming country artist
Ricky Valido and The Hialeah Hill-
billies will play a mix of classic and
original songs. This salute to all
things America will culminate with
the best fireworks show in South
Florida—a dazzling display of py-
rotechnics synced to a mix of pop
hits and patriotic tunes.

The Champions Club, which of-
fers a preferred view of the fire-
works display from eight stories
atop Turn 1 of the championship
track, will play host to a special VIP
event. A limited number of $20 tick-
ets for guests 13 and older are now
available for purchase at the City of
Homestead Parks and Recreation
Department, 350 SE 6th Avenue,
Homestead, FL 33030. Tickets for
children from 7 to 12 years old are
$10, and children who are under 6
years old can get into the Champi-
ons Club for free with a ticket. Tick-
ets include VIP parking inside the
ticket gates along with food and
soft drinks inside the Champions
Club. 

For more information, please

visit www.cityofhomestead.com/
July4 or contact the Parks and
Recreation Department at (305)
224-4570.

Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON, SC - As part of

its throwback weekend, celebrating
the 1985-89 era of the sport, Dar-
lington Raceway will be honoring
Dale Earnhardt Sr. and the 30th an-
niversary of his 1987 Bojanglesʼ
Southern 500 victory.

On Saturday night, September
2, the track will host An Evening
Honoring Dale Earnhardt Sr., a
canʼt-miss event, which will feature
a panel of personalities talking
about the seven-time NASCAR
champion, including children Dale
Earnhardt Jr., Kelley Earnhardt
Miller, Kerry Earnhardt and long-
time team owner Richard Chil-
dress.

“Iʼm looking forward to being a
part of this event to tell stories
about dad,” Dale Earnhardt Jr. said.
“His driving style and Darlington re-
ally had a lot of similarities; just how
tough and gritty they were. It was
always one of his favorite tracks
and that showed with how much
success he had there.”

An Evening Honoring Dale Earn-
hardt Sr. will take place in the dri-
verʼs meeting tent in the Cale
Yarborough/Monster Energy Series
garage from 7:30 – 9 p.m. following
the conclusion of the Southern 500
Parade. NBC lead announcer Rick
Allen will serve as emcee for the
event.

Fans have the opportunity to
purchase an admission ticket to the
event for $87, which includes two
beverage coupons, light hors
dʼoeuvres and one (1) 1:24-scale
Dale Earnhardt Jr. throwback No.
88 Nationwide Chevrolet SS
diecast. Tickets can be purchased
by visiting www.DarlingtonRace-
way.com or calling 843-395-8802,
while supplies last. A grandstand
ticket or infield admission to Sun-
dayʼs Bojanglesʼ Southern 500 is
required for purchase.

Fans attending the event will
need to enter the track through
Gate 32 off of Race Track Road.
Parking will be at Gate 32. Guests
will enter the infield through the
Turn 1 pedestrian tunnel. 

“We are extremely grateful to
Dale Earnhardt Jr., Kelley Earn-
hardt Miller, Kerry Earnhardt and
Richard Childress for supporting
this tribute event and sharing Dale
Earnhardt Sr. stories for our fans
and industry stakeholders that will
be in attendance,” track President
Kerry Tharp said. “We look forward
to honoring one of NASCARʼs most

popular champions and Hall of
Fame members. Dale Earnhardt
Sr. had a fondness for Darlington
Raceway so itʼs only fitting that one
of the most intimidating tracks on
the circuit would host an event rec-
ognizing The Intimidator.”

Earnhardt Sr. held Darlington
Raceway in high regard and al-
ways cherished a victory at the
track Too Tough To Tame. His nine
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries wins at Darlington rank second
all-time (David Pearson had 10
wins). He won races at the Lady in
Black in 1982, 1986, 1987 (2),
1989, 1990 (2), 1993 and 1994. He
also won three NASCAR XFINITY
Series races at the track (1986,
1987 and 1991).

Darlington Racewayʼs award-
winning throwback campaign is
now The Official Throwback Week-
end of NASCAR featuring the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500® on Sun-
day, Sept. 3, 2017. The NASCAR
XFINITY Series Sport Clips Hair-
cuts VFW 200 will race on Satur-
day, Sept. 2, 2017. Tickets are on
sale now by calling 866-459-7223
or visiting DarlingtonRaceway.com.
Children 12 and under can get in
free to Saturdayʼs NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series race.

You can keep up with all of the
latest news from Darlington Race-
way at DarlingtonRaceway.com, on
Facebook at Facebook.com/Dar-
lingtonRaceway and on Twitter at
Twitter.com/TooToughToTame.
Fans are encouraged to post their
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500 stories
and memories at #TraditionContin-
ues, #BojanglesSo500 and #Sport-
Clips200.

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - Monster Energy

NASCAR Cup Series driver Dale
Earnhardt Jr. will step away from
driving after the 2017 season, but
the racing superstar will leave a
lasting impact in Sonoma County
thanks to a gift from Sonoma Race-
way.

On the first day of NASCARʼs
annual visit to the wine country
road course, raceway President
and General Manager Steve Page
presented Earnhardt with a unique
gift to Paws as Loving Support
(PALS) Assistance Dogs. In the
spirit of Earnhardt and his wife
Amyʼs passion for animals, the
raceway will sponsor three
Labrador Retriever puppies that will
be raised and trained to help chil-
dren with disabilities at home and
in the community.

The puppies, dressed in capes 
(Continued Next Page)
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embroidered with their
names Dale, Junior
and Amy, took
NASCARʼs 14-time
most popular driver by
surprise. 

“I'd like to thank
the track for their in-
vestment to make this
happen. It really
warms my heart. Amy
is going to be excited
but sad she is not
here,” said Earnhardt
Jr., driver of the #88
Axalta Chevrolet. “We
do love dogs and mak-

ing a difference in people's lives.
I'm excited to maybe come back
and see how the dogs are doing. 

Donated by Micons Labradors
and Fieldstone Labradors, the pup-
pies will take part in PALS thorough
training process, including time with
incarcerated youth twice a week,
before being matched with a child
with a disability and his/her family
as a service dog or placed with a
professional as a facility dog.

PALS Assistance Dogs, located
in Forestville, is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization dedicated to en-
hancing the human/animal bond by
providing specially trained dogs to
help children with disabilities, in-
cluding but not limited to Autism,
Down syndrome and mobility im-
pairments. Some are placed
with professionals working with
children with special needs as fa-
cility dogs.

“PALS is honored to have been
selected by Sonoma Raceway to
help pay tribute to Dale Earnhardt
Jr.ʼs incredible career by naming
three of our service puppies-in-
training Dale, Junior and Amy,” said
Nancy Pierson, president and chief
executive officer for PALS. “This
lasting legacy will enhance the
quality of life for children with dis-
abilities and their families in the
North Bay for many years to come.”

“Dale has such a huge following
among our fans and we wanted to
find a way for his legacy to carry
forward locally, well beyond his
days as a driver,” said Steve Page,
Sonoma Raceway president and
general manager. “These three
puppies - Dale, Junior and Amy -
will make a meaningful difference
in the lives of young people in the
North Bay for years to come.”

Indianapolis Motor Speedway
INDIANAPOLIS, IN - The annual

IMS Hauler Parade is back and big-
ger than ever this year, featuring a
special "NASCAR Fan Fest" that

will bring the stars of the Monster
Energy Cup NASCAR Series to
Speedway's Main Street for an af-
ternoon and evening of fun and en-
gaging activities.

The Hauler Parade moves from
its previous Thursday schedule to
take place from 4:30-8 p.m. (ET)
Friday, July 21 on Main Street in
Speedway, located one-half mile
from the Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way. Festivities start shortly after
the conclusion of the opening day
of the NASCAR XFINITY Series'
Lilly Diabetes 250 on-track activity
at IMS.

All activities at the Hauler Pa-
rade are free and open to the pub-
lic.

"This year's Hauler Parade will
be more interactive, and the inclu-
sion of driver appearances will help
shift Brickyard 400 weekend into
high gear," IMS President J. Dou-
glas Boles said. "In addition to the
return of the Hauler Parade, the en-
tire weekend offers three days of
fast NASCAR action on track and
the new 400 Fest musical enter-
tainment on Friday and Saturday
night, offering fun for everyone on
one of the biggest weekends of the
year at IMS."

"Fan Fest," a new NASCAR ini-
tiative taking place at select tracks
in 2017, brings fun opportunities to
engage with drivers heading into
race weekend. At the IMS Hauler
Parade, driver participation will in-
clude a pit stop competition and Q
& A sessions.

Drivers who will be on hand for
Friday's activities include past
Brickyard 400 winners Kevin Har-
vick, Jamie McMurray, Paul
Menard and Ryan Newman, past
Lilly Diabetes 250 winner Brad Ke-
selowski, and Chris Buescher,
Chase Elliott and Matt Kenseth.
Selected drivers will participate in
interactive fan activities including,
but not limited to, the Hauler Pa-
rade, two pit stop contests and a
question-and-answer session on
the Hauler Parade stage.

The Hauler Parade starts at 6
p.m. and will feature more than 40
of the colorful NASCAR team trans-
porters parked on Main Street in
Speedway, available for pictures.

Fan-friendly activities during the
Hauler Parade will include artists
drawing caricatures, face painting
and inflatables for children, music,
a beer garden and misting stations.
These activities will be located in
the parking lot next to Ed Carpenter
Racing headquarters on 1255 Main
St.

The Hauler Parade schedule
(subject to change):

4:30 p.m. - Activities start on

Main Street, Speedway
5:15-5:45 p.m. - Special chil-

dren's activity featuring NASCAR
drivers (more info. TBA)

6 p.m. - Haulers head toward
Main Street from Allison Transmis-
sion facility

6:05 p.m. - Haulers enter Main
Street

6:10 p.m. - NASCAR Driver
Q&A, Hauler Parade stage

6:30 p.m. - Pit Stop Competition
with fans, drivers (rules TBA)

7 p.m.  - Pit Stop Competition
with fans, drivers (rules TBA)

The Hauler Parade is one of the
many off-track attractions for fans
during the Brickyard 400 weekend
July 21-23.

400 Fest, a new, two-night con-
cert at IMS, is scheduled for Friday,
July 21 and Saturday, July 22. The
event features six global music su-
perstars over two nights, with Major
Lazer headlining July 21 and The
Chainsmokers headlining July 22.
Visit www.400fest.com for more in-
formation and to purchase tickets.

On the famous 2.5-mile oval,
practice for the Lilly Diabetes 250
NASCAR XFINITY Series race will
take place Friday, July 21. Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series prac-
tice and qualifying for the Brickyard
400 and qualifying and the race for
the Lilly Diabetes 250 are set for
Saturday, July 22 at IMS.

The 24th annual Brickyard 400
will start at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, July
23, featuring all of the stars of the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries. The race also will mark the
final IMS start of popular NASCAR
legend Dale Earnhardt Jr., who is
stepping aware from full-time com-
petition in the Monster Energy Se-
ries.  

Visit IMS.com to purchase tick-
ets for all 2017 IMS events, includ-
ing the Brickyard 400 and Lilly
Diabetes 250 on July 21-23, and
for more information on all events.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Retired

United States Army General Wes-
ley Clark will serve as the Grand
Marshal for the 59th annual Coke
Zero 400 Powered By Coca-Cola,
the Independence Day holiday
weekend classic scheduled for Sat-
urday night, July 1 at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway.

The Coke Zero 400, one of the
most exciting night races on the
Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
schedule, will begin
at 7:30 p.m. (TV –
NBC; Radio – MRN
Radio, SiriusXM) fol-
lowing Clark deliver-

ing the famous “Drivers, start your
engines” command to the 40-car
field. In addition to giving the com-
mand, Clark will ride in one of the
Grand Marshal cars during pace
laps prior to the green flag of the
160-lap, 400-mile race and attend
the drivers meeting.

“In front of the stars of NASCAR
and thousands of race fans in at-
tendance, we look forward to Gen-
eral Wesley Clarkʼs starting
command as Grand Marshal for the
Coke Zero 400,” Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway President Chip
Wile said. “Itʼs an honor to host a
decorated veteran such as General
Clark on a patriotic weekend in
which we salute all of our military
for their service to our country.” 

In 38 years of service in the U.S.
Army, Clark rose to the rank of four-
star general as NATOʼs Supreme
Allied Commander, Europe. He re-
tired from the military in 2000 and
was a Democratic candidate for
President of the United States in
2003. Today, General Clark partici-
pates in several international and
domestic organizations, he serves
as Chairman and CEO of Wesley
K. Clark Associates, and sits on the
Board of Directors for Growth En-
ergy, a trade association that sup-
ports ethanol producers and
promotes American Ethanol as an
official partner of NASCAR. 

Clark graduated first in his class
at West Point and completed de-
grees in philosophy, politics and
economics at Oxford University
(B.A. and M.A.) as a Rhodes
Scholar. While serving in Vietnam,
he commanded an infantry com-
pany in combat where he was se-
verely wounded and evacuated
home. He has commanded at the
battalion, brigade and division
level, and served in a number of
significant staff positions. He fin-
ished his career as NATO com-
mander and Supreme Allied
Commander Europe where he led
NATO forces to victory in Operation
Allied Force.

His awards include the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, Defense
Distinguished Service Medal (five
awards), silver star, bronze star,
purple heart, honorary knighthoods
from the British and Dutch govern-
ments, and numerous other awards
from other governments, including
award of Commander of the Legion
of Honor (France).

On
Tr
ac
k



Bowman Gray
Stadium

Every race at
Bowman Gray Sta-
dium brings new chal-
lenges to the drivers.
And with Saturdayʼs
early rain storms pelt-
ing the Stadium, the
slick and humid track
conditions tested the
mettle and quick re-
flexes of the Modified
teams at the Mad-
house.

Brandon Ward of
Winston-Salem started
on the pole for the ini-

tial 50-lapper for the Bradʼs Golf
Cars Modified Series. To claim the
lead, Ward would have his work cut
out for him: starting on the outside
front row was points leader Burt
Myers of Walnut Cove.

As the two battled during the ini-
tial start, colliding fenders left the
front right tire of Ward damaged.
He limped off to the pits, while
Myers took over the lead. Brother
Jason Myers of Walnut Cove tried
his hand three times at challenging
for the lead from the outside row
but was unsuccessful.

James Civali of Davidson was
able to slip by Jason Myers to take
over second. Just 11 laps into the
50-lapper, the fourth caution of the
night came out, allowing Civali to
choose the outside lane and take
on Burt Myers side-by-side. Civali
pinched Myers down to the inside
lane, where the track conditions
were the slickest. Then the 79 of
Civali powered into the lead.

Myers attempted to reclaim the
lead once with no success. But the
multiple cautions gave Myers an-
other chance. On the second try, he
made the pass from the outside
stick. He then held on to bring
home the victory.

“Our car has been really good
on the longer runs. It was the same
in the beginning as it was in the
end,” said Myers, who added that
recent adjustments for his new
motor package made all the differ-
ence on Saturday. “It suited the
track conditions tonight. This motor
needs a little bit more gear - and
with the track being the way it was,
it needed some more gear to help
you get slowed down and to work
into traffic and to work in the dou-
ble-file restarts. The car was flaw-
less.”

“I got the grip I needed when I
needed it,” said Myers. “We were
fortunate. We couldʼve just as eas-
ily been one that hit the water and
got into the fence.”

Jason Myers finished in second,
with Civali coming in third.

The “Madhouse Scramble” sent
Darin Redmon of Walnut Cove to
the pole for the start of the second
race. Redmon shot out into an
early lead, beating out William
Smith of Mount Airy on the initial
start. But soon, Brody Jones of
Statesville was hammering on Red-
monʼs bumper.

During a restart on lap 8, Jones
shoved Redmon as they raced,
sending Redmon spinning. “I didnʼt
want to wreck him, but I had to get
by him,” said Jones about spinning
Redmon. “They were beating on
me - and with everybody behind
me, I had to go. And I kinda got into
him and turned him.”

Jones then had to hold off
Bobby Measmer, Jr. of Concord.
Measmer gave a few shots to
Jonesʼs bumper but began to fade
as the race continued on. Jones
ended up taking the checkered –
his first ever win at the Madhouse.
He joins the historic list of winners
that includes such legends as Jun-
ior Johnson, Glen Wood, and
Richard Petty.

“I want my name in that record
book beside my dad,” said Jones,
whose father, Steve Jones, also
has won at the Madhouse. “Iʼve
been over here since I was a little
kid. To be able to win with my fam-
ily and everything - it just means
the world to me.”

Measmer finished on his bumper
in second with Chris Fleming of
Mount Airy taking third.

Michael Adams of Yadkinville
won the exhausting 60-lapper for
the Texas Steak & Tap House
Sportsman Series. Brian Wall of
Winston-Salem got the monkey off
his back by winning in the Q104.1
New Country Street Stock Series.
And in the Law Offices of John Bar-
row Stadium Stock Series, Shane
Southard of Yadkinville and Zack
Staley of Lexington each won a 15-
lapper.

Legendary Bowman Gray Sta-
dium is NASCARʼs longest running
weekly race track. Known as “The
Home of the Hot Modifieds,” Bow-
man Gray continues its 69-year tra-
dition of providing exciting racing
action at family friendly prices.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - The 360

Sprint cars had one week left to
prepare before the big Firecracker
30 race at Selinsgrove Speedway
coming up on July 1. Davie Franek
of Wantage, N.J., proved he is
more than ready. Franek charged
from his 12th starting spot to pass
race leader Eric Tomecek on lap 19
and go onto his third win of the sea-
son in the 25-lap 360 Sprint Car
main event. 

Tomecek passed race-long
leader Ryan Kissinger on lap 11
after a restart. Once out front
Tomecek led until a lap 15 caution
flag which gave Franek the oppor-
tunity to be on the race leaderʼs
rear bumper for the restart. Ryan
Kissinger continued to struggle as
Jason Shultz went past while in a
battle with Justin Whittall. Whittall
also completed the pass and then
Derek Locke went by to fifth from
his 14th starting spot.

As Franek crossed the line he
was chased by Tomecek, Shultz,
Whittall, and Locke. Franek men-
tioned in victory lane that the yellow
flags fell his way during the event
allowing him to come from his 12th
starting spot. He also said he was
better in traffic than he was once he
was out front which also helped his
cause. 

Kissinger, Nate Snyder, Larry
Kelleher, Colby Womer, and Nyle
Berkes completed the top ten fin-
ishers.

Justin Whittall, Eric Tomecek,
and Jim Shuster won the heat
races for the 360 Sprinters.

Tony Adams was the fastest car
for much of the night in the Jeffʼs
Auto Body and Recycling Late

Models. Adams started sixth and
picked his way to the front to take
the race lead away from Dave
Zona on lap 11. 

Once out front Adams looked to
be a lock for his first win in five
years at the speedway. A yellow
flag on lap 21 changed everything.
The yellow flag put Steve Campbell
on his tail for the restart. Adams,
who was concerned his tire might
have gone away under the yellow
flag was able to fend off the chal-
lenge of Campbell and pulled away
to his first win since 2012. 

Campbell came home second
followed by Tim Wilson, Donnie
Schick, and Hayes Mattern. Kenny
Trevitz came across the line in sixth
ahead of Nathan Long, Dave
Stamm, Dave Zona, and Luke
Hoffner. 

Wilson and Adams won heat
races for the Super Late Models on
Kidsʼ Night at the speedway.

The A&A Auto Store Pro Stock
feature race had point imprecations
the whole way through it. AJ Hoff-
man was in search of his first win of
the season after winning five times
a year ago. Hoffman is not in the
top of the point battle so his main
focus was a trip to victory lane. 

On the other hand Shaun Law-
ton charged to the front of the field
Saturday night hoping to better his
point race counterpart Tommy
Slanker. Slanker, the point leader,
was caught up in an accident on
lap five. 

From that point on Lawton did all
he could to work to the front and
take a victory. Hoffman had other
ideas while in a battle with Lawton,
Kyle Bachman, and AJ Stroup.
Hoffman and Lawton were left to
settle the race for the win on the
final lap.

Lawton led lap 14 of the 15 lap
race. Hoffman came back and took
the race lead back as the duo
raced down the back stretch for the
final time. In turns three and four

(Continued on next page…) 
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James Civali (79) grabs the lead away from Burt Myers (1) from the outside during a double-file
restart. (ERIC HYLTON PHOTOGRAPHY photo)
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ahead and held on by
just inches for the win
over Lawton. Bach-
man, Stroup, and
Dustin Snook com-
peted the top five fin-
ishers. 

Slanker recovered
to run sixth, Jake
Buck, Noah Jenson,
John Fowler, and John
Schreffler joined him in
the top ten. Hoffman
and Lawton were the
heat race winners for
the Pro Stocks.

The Roadrunners
raced for the $400 payday on Sat-
urday night. Daren Rice lead the
way early in a tight battle with Keith
Bissinger and Will Brunson.
Bissinger lost his left front tire and
that took him out of contention. On
the restart, Brian Johnson made an
attempt to slide in front of the lead-
ers going into turn one and two
after charging into the battle for the
lead from his 15th starting spot. 

Johnson made contact with Rice
and Brunson took the lead. A yel-
low flag disregarded the pass for
the lead. Rice held the lead until lap
ten when Johnson made the win-
ning pass. Johnson crossed the
checkered flag ahead of Rice, Tom
Brunson, Ken Schreffler, and Tom
Underwood. Ricky Buss, Butch
Shaffer, Will Bruson, Brandon
Shultz, and Brian Mabus. 

Smith Cope and Keith Bissinger
won heat races for the Roadrun-
ners. 

Saturday July 1st is the Fire-
cracker 30 at Selinsgrove Speed-
way. The prelude to the nightʼs
racing will be the annual Selins-
grove Ford Market Street Race Car
Parade at 4 p.m. The 360 Sprint
cars will compete to be the winner
of the 15th running of the Fire-
cracker 30 paying $3,000 to win
plus the Late Models, Pro Stocks,
and Roadrunners. 

Thanks to Todd Benner of
Selinsgrove Ford there will be
added purse money in each class.
The winner of the Late Models will
receive a $2,000. The Pro Stock
($650) and the Roadrunner ($450)
winners will also receive extra
money as well as the top three fin-
ishers in each class. 

Southern National
Motorsports Park

LUCAMA, NC - It rained and it
kept on raining at Southern Na-
tional Motorsports Park late Satur-
day afternoon, ultimately washing

out the Schoolʼs Out 225.
The rain began shortly after

4:30pm and continued throughout
the afternoon, and with more rain
forecast through the afternoon and
evening hours, Southern National
Motorsports Park made the deci-
sion to postpone the Schoolʼs Out
225.  The race will be held on a
later, to be determined date.

The next scheduled event at
Southern National Motorsports
Park will be the Summer Fest 300
on Saturday, July 8th – headlined
by twin Pro Late Model races.  Late
Model Stock Cars, Chargers, Mini
Stocks, Any Cars, Legends, Ban-
doleros and the Southern Ground
Pounders Vintage Racing Club will
also be in action on July 8th.

For more information about
Southern National Motorsports
Park, check out SNMPʼs website
at www.snmpark.com, “like” South-
ern National Motorsports Park on
Facebook or “follow” @SNM_Park
on Twitter.

Volunteer Speedway
BULLS GAP, TN - With rem-

nants of Tropical Storm Cindy
bringing threatening weather into
East Tennessee to end the week,
Volunteer Speedway management
gave a valiant effort in trying to get
“Fast Friday at The Gap” in the
books. But Mother Nature had
other plans as heavy rain moved in
at conclusion of the third of five
scheduled races, leaving remain-
der of the racing program washed
out.

Ross White of Knoxville cap-
tured the Crate Late Model victory,
while Zach Shannon of Wartburg
recorded the Sportsman Late
Model win, with Wayne Rader of
Parrottsville picking up the Modified

Street checkered flag.
Jordon Horton set fast-time in

Crate Late Model qualifying at
13.917 seconds to earn the pole
position for the Crate Late Model
feature, with Rusty Ballenger sec-
ond quickest at 14.027 to nail down
the outside front-row starting berth.
But Hortonʼs race would be short-
lived, not lasting past the second
turn on the opening lap. 

Horton and Ballenger raced off
door-to-door into the first turn to
begin the race, and Horton spun on
exit of the second corner which
also collected Danny Yoder and
Bryson Dennis. The night was over
quickly for both Horton and Yoder,
with Dennis returning to his starting
position for the second attempt to
start the race.

Ballenger jumped out into the
lead over Tim Maupin and Ross
White, but Maupin was up-on-the-
wheel getting around Ballenger on
lap 2 as they raced off the fourth
turn. Maupin wasted no time in put-
ting six car lengths between himself
and Ballenger, while behind them
White, Josh Henry, Dennis, Tim
Byrd and Adam Tolliver had a good
battle for position going. Caution
waved on lap 14 when Taran Hurst
spun at end of the backstretch en-
tering the third turn.

While Maupin had been in con-
trol up to this point, things quickly
changed off the restart as White
and Ballenger both muscled their
way past him. Over the next nine
circuits the trio put on a show up
front and looked like the stage was
being set for a classic finish. But
the yellow (flag) waved involving
Hurst for a second time on lap 25,
and while under caution rain began
falling and never stopped.

White recorded his second win
of the season over Ballenger,

Maupin, Dennis and Henry.
Zach Shannon and Chris Coffey

led the Sportsman Late Model field
to green from the front row for the
20-lap feature, and over the open-
ing five circuits they raced side-by-
side for the lead before Shannon
moved out front. Behind them War-
ren McMahan, Tyler Smith, Rex
Coffey, Heath Alvey, Kevin Lewis
and Floyd Self were engaged in a
spirited battle for real estate.

Coffey got around Smith for the
fourth spot on lap 8 racing off the
second corner down the back-
stretch, setting his sights ahead on
third-running McMahan. Caution
waved on lap 14 when Brandon
Starnes spun in the fourth turn.

Back under green Shannon was
in command on the point, followed
by Chris Coffey and Rex Coffey in
the running order. Rex got around
Chris for second place on lap 16
between turns one and two, and
over the closing four circuits he
pulled in behind Shannon hoping to
win for the second consecutive
week. But Shannon would not be
denied his first-ever victory at Vol-
unteer Speedway as he won over
Rex Coffey, Chris Coffey, McMa-
han and divisional points leader
Alvey.

Wayne Rader grabbed lead over
Chris Rickett and Austin Atkins at
start of the 20-lap Modified Street
feature, with the eventʼs first cau-
tion waving while working the sec-
ond lap when Cody Thompson
spun between turns one and two.
Off the double-file restart Rader
once again was showing the way
out front, while Rickett and Atkins
battled door-to-door for second
place. Rickett got out of shape and
almost spun between turns three
and four on the third circuit, which
moved Atkins into the runner-up
spot.

Behind the lead trio of Rader,
Atkins and Rickett, Jeffrey Melton,
Charles Bates, Michael Woods and
Willie Busler were jockeying for po-
sition. Atkins was glued to Raderʼs
rear bumper, sticking his nose un-
derneath the leader each lap racing
off the corners. While Rader was
holding off the challenges from
Atkins, Rickett was pressuring
Atkins trying to get around him.
Caution waved on lap 14 when
Randle Selfʼs engine erupted in
smoke at end of the backstretch.

Ready for a six-lap dash to the
finish, Rader had both Atkins and
Rickett behind him ready to strike
should he make a bobble. But he
hit his marks each lap and
recorded his second win on the
season over Atkins, Rickett, Melton

(Continued on next page…) 
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Ross White (No. 0) and Tim Maupin (No. 3) battle side-by-side for
the lead during Crate Late Model feature Friday, June 23 at Volun-
teer Speedway on "Fast Friday at The Gap." (TODD REINERIO
photo)
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and Woods. 
With three of the

five races final, Fast
Friday at The Gap is
considered a “com-
plete show.” Every-
body will be required
to purchase a new
grandstand ticket or pit
armband for the next
racing program at Vol-
unteer Speedway on
Saturday, July 8. - Be-
sides running their re-
spective features for
the regular scheduled
show, both the Steel

Head Late Model and Classic divi-
sions will also run their makeup
races from tonightʼs (Friday, June
23) rained-out segment, with Crate
Late Model, Sportsman Late Model
and Modified Street also in action.

Antioch Speedway
MORGANTON, NC - Dan

Yarbrough #57D from Denver NC
got an unexpected  victory when
the leaders car quit on the last lap
in the Heintz performance Blue
Ridge Outlaw late model race .
Brian Carswell #17 dominated the
first 24 laps but the Jbar broke on
his racers rear suspension on the
last lap  dropping him from compe-
tition. Yarborough took the check-
ered flag followed in second by Billy
Lambert #9B, Brandon Oneil #65
finished third, Mike Huey #4 came
from deep in the field to finish fourth
and Josh Harris #9J rounded out
the top five.

John Reynolds #55 from Con-
nelly Springs won a very competi-
tive Heintz performance Renegade
V8 event. Brian Carswell #13 took
the lead on the start of the event
with Reynolds, David Minton #90
and Joey Barker #16 in Hot Pursuit.
Carswell led the first 13 laps until
he was sidelined with a blown en-
gine. Reynolds went on to take the
checkered flag followed in second
by Barker, Terry Lowry #70 third,
Billy Milstead #28 and Carswell
was awarded fifth.

John mcelrath #63J from Marion
only LED one lap to take home the
victory and the Tjs Motorsports
Thunder Bombers / pure stock V8
race. Tim Moretz #44 took the lead
on the first lap with mcelrath close
behind the two battle hard some-
times side by side in the corner
until they took the white flag mcil-
rath took the lead coming off turn 2
taking the checkered flag. Moretz
second, Mike Brown #11 finish third
Blake Walker #63B fourth and
Leeann Saulman #4s finished fifth.

Trent Chatham #9 from Hidden-
ite lead every lap holding off a hard-
charging Trevor Chatham #00 to
win the James Wagner welding
super stock 4 race Trevor Chatham
cross the line in second place fol-
lowed by Paul Butler #4 third, Brad
Nunn #7 fourth and Jimmy Millsaps
#20 rounded out the top five.

Riley Dunford #18d from Tay-
lorsville LED every lap on his way
to Victory in the RPM graphics Pure
Stock 4  event. Logan Ritchie #92
finished second, Patrick Annas #6p
cross the line third, Phillip Benfield
#60 fourth and Brad Mickalowski
#23m fifth.

Isaac Wheeler #57 from Glen
Alpine won the Extreme FWD'S
event. David Laney #12x took the
lead on the first lap looking to be
the car to beat for the first part of
the event until his radiator cap
came off causing the electrical on
his engine to quit working sideline
him for the rest of the event.
Wheeler took over rest of the laps
to win. Keith Woolford #10k beat
Chris Parsons #10 by inches at the
finish line to take second Parsons
third, Travis Deese #2D fourth and
Tim Wilson #777 fifth.

Chesnie Chatham #9 [14 year
old] from Hiddenite LED every lap
on her way to her first Victory ever
in the Maddox energy drink Young
Guns race. Mason Pugh #22 came
close on the last lap but had to set-
tle for second, Alexis Motes #12
held off Colby Burks #73 to finish
third, Burks fourth and Mathew
Wallace #1/2 fifth.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - It was a

down to the checkered flag battle
for the top spot with Scott Lutz get-
ting the edge over Tommy Car-
berry, Jr. on the final lap as
Carberry bounced off the wall
bringing out the caution flag. Lutz
was able to earn the victory in the

25-lap Mid-Atlantic Sprint Series
feature race at Grandview Speed-
way Saturday night. The race,
starting 24 Sprint cars, marked the
first appearance for the MASS
Sprinters at the Bechtelsville oval.
Unfortunately rain forced post-
ponement of the TP Trailers 358
Modifieds and Sportsman feature
races that were scheduled to be
part of Bechtelsville Car Wash
Night.

The Modified feature will be
added to the Saturday, July 1st
Firecracker Night while the Sports-
man feature will be added to the
July 8th four division show.

Veteran Mark Bitner was able to
grab a close second to Lutz in the
Sprint feature. Tim Tanner finished
third followed by Austin Bishop and
Dave Brown.

Sprint qualifying heat races were
won by Austin Bishop, Tim Tanner
and Steph Carberry while Keith An-
derson won a shortened B-Main.

Sportsman qualifying victories
were earned by Brad Grim, Ryan
Higgs and Jack Butler with point
leader Brian Hirthler getting the
consolation race victory.

Steve Swinehart won the first
Modified qualifier with Jared Um-
benhauer and Duane Howard each
getting a win. The consolation went
to Kevin Hirthler.

Duane Howard was able to take
the win in a special Modified Cash
Dash sponsored by Bechtelsville
Car Wash.

The BRC Late Models will be in
the spotlight on Saturday, July 1st
as they race in the annual Fire-
cracker 40, the most prestigious
event of the season for the Late
Models. There will be extra cash for
the winner along with the TP Trail-
ers and Truck Equipment bonus.
Fans will get to see two NASCAR
358 Modified features with the
rained out feature from Saturday
June 24th added to the big night

that already included a NASCAR
Modified feature. In addition the
Sportsman stock cars will be rac-
ing.  Spectator gates open at 5:30
p.m. with racing scheduled for 7:30
p.m. Adult admission is $20 while
youngsters 6 thru 11 pay $5 and
children under 6 are admitted free.

MID-ATLANTIC SPRINT SE-
RIES FEATURE – 25 laps- Scott
Lutz, Mark Bitner, Tim Tanner,
Austin Bishop, Dave Brown, Jon
Haegele, Scott Frack, Eddie Wag-
ner, Brandon Poff, Joe Kay, Bobby
Butler, Jeff Geiges, Keith Ander-
son, Tommy Carberry, Jr., Dave
Bonner, Tom Carberry,Sr., Craig
Pellegrini, Jr. REST DID NOT FIN-
ISH, Rick Stief, Sam Lieberman,
Steph Carberry, Zack Burd, Tyler
Reinhardt, Tim Smolenyak, Bobby
Sheriff

Grandview Speedway continues
to be one of the most successful
NASCAR WEEKLY short track op-
erations in the nation having been
presenting stock car racing events
under the Rogers family promotion
for the past 55 years. The season
at Grandview continues from late
March to November. The one-third-
mile, banked clay track is located
on Passmore Road, just off Route
100, in Bechtelsville, PA, 10 miles
north of Pottstown. A full line of con-
cession and novelty items is of-
fered. Fans are invited to the pit
area after the racing events have
been completed and racing equip-
ment loaded into the trailers. Race
information is available at
www.grandviewspeedway.com,
Facebook, Twitter and at
610.754.7688. And it is a good idea
to link up with Rainedout.com to
get latest info on rainouts.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action on Friday, June
23 with the ISMA SuperModifieds
also in the house for a 60-lap fea-
ture event.  Ben Seitz led the 60-
lap ISMA SuperModified feature
from start to finish to score a domi-
nating win; Ted Christopher out-
lasted Chase Dowling and Keith
Rocco in a barnburner over the
final 5 laps for his second SK Mod-
ified® win of the season; Glen
Reen scored his first win of the
year in the Late Model feature;
Cory DiMatteo won for the third
time in the SK Light feature; Al
Saunders scored his first Ltd. Late
Model feature win; and Johnny
Walker was the DARE Stock fea-
ture winner for the second consec-
utive week.

(Continued on next page…) 
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Dan Yarbrough enjoys his unexpected win in the Heintz Perform-
ance Blue Ridge Outlaw Late Model race Saturday at Antioch
Speedway. (ANTIOCH SPEEDWAY photo)



(Continued…)

In the 60-lap ISMA
SuperModified event,
Ben Seitz shot into the
lead at the green with
Mike Orway, Jr.,
Timmy Jedrzejek, Moe
Lilje, and Otto Sitterly
making up the top-5.
Sitterly quickly worked
his way around Lilje to
move into fourth.
Dave McKnight came
to a stop in the middle
of turns 1+2 to bring
the caution out with 13
laps complete.  Under
the caution, Lilje lost

an engine and he retired from the
race.

Seitz took the lead on the restart
with Jedrzejek applying heavy
pressure to Ordway for second.
Sitterley was fourth with Mike
McVetta fifth and Jon McKennedy
in sixth.  Jerdzejek kept the pres-
sure on Ordway for second and he
was finally able to make a pass on
lap-23 to move into second.  

Seitz began to hit lapped traffic
on lap-27 which allowed Jerdzejek
to close right in on the back bumper
of Seitz but Seitz was able to fend
off his challenges and once they
got through the lapped cars, Seitz
was able to stretch out his lead.
While this duel for the lead was
going on, Sitterly moved into third
with McKennedy moving up to
fourth and Mike Lichty up to fifth.

With 10 laps to go, Seitz was still
in command with Jedrzejek still giv-
ing chase.  Sitterly was still running
third with McKennedy and Lichty
still behind him.  Jedrzejek made a
strong run in the final handful of
laps and he was able to get to
Seitzʼs rear bumper at the the
checkered flag but came up just
short of taking the win.  Sitterly,
McKennedy, and Lichty rounded
out the top-5.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Tom Abele, Jr. and
Michael Gervais, Jr. ran wheel to
wheel for the first lap before Abele
got clear to take the early race
lead.  Mike Christopher, Jr. was
third in the early running with
Stephen Kopcik in fourth and Dylan
Izzo in fifth.  Ronnie Williams nearly
got into the turn 4 wall on lap-9 but
he avoided the wall and got back
into line in 18th place as Abele con-
tinued to lead the race.  Dylan Izzo
came to a stop in turn 4 to bring the
caution out with 9 laps complete.

Todd Owen, Dan Avery, Tom
Bolles, Josh Wood, and Matt Galko
were all involved in a pileup in turn
4 before the field could complete a

lap and brought the caution back
out.

Gervais took the lead on the
restart with Abele behind him in
second.  Christopher, Jr. was third
with Cam McDermott up to fourth
and Ted Christopher was up to
fifth.  Kopcik was sliding backwards
as Christopher continued his
charge towards the front as he took
fourth from McDermott on lap-14.
McDermott now had Keith Rocco to
deal with as Rocco was applying
heavy pressure.  Christopher got
around Christopher, Jr. to take over
third on lap-15 and he was working
the outside lane against Abele in a
bid for second on lap-17.  Abele
was able to maintain the spot and
Christopher settled back into line in
third.  

Gervais drifted high in turn 4 on
lap-18, which allowed Abele to pull
alongside and then take over the
lead.  Abeleʼs move opened the
door for Christopher and Christo-
pher, Jr. to both get by Gervais to
drop him back to fourth.  Christo-
pher took  the lead from Abele on
lap-21 with a pass in turn 4.  Owen
hit the wall in turn 1 to bring the
caution out with 21 laps complete.

Christopher took the lead back
under green with Abele, Christo-
pher, Jr., McDermott, and Chase
Dowling lined up behind him.  Kop-
cik spun in turn 2 to bring the cau-
tion back out with 24 laps
complete.  Rowan Pennink was
sent to the rear of the field for over-
aggressive driving under the cau-
tion.

Christopher took the lead back
under green with Christopher, Jr.
making a strong move in turn 3 to
overtake Abele for second.  Abele
came right back on the next lap to
move back into second while Dowl-
ing was able to move into third and
Rocco took fourth as Christopher,
Jr. fell back to fifth.  Ed Spiers spun
in turn 3 to bring the caution out
with 28 laps complete.

Christopher took the lead on the
restart with Dowling and Rocco in
chase but he lost the lead to Dowl-
ing on lap-33.  Christopher came
back in turn 3 on lap-34 and gave
Dowling a shot to the bumper, but
that actually slowed Christopher
and allowed Rocco to move into
second.  Christopher got back
around Rocco on lap-36 and he
took the lead from Dowling at the
line on lap-37.  Dowling got to the
inside of Christopher in turn 3 on
lap-38 to move back into the lead
and Christopher made the very
same move on lap-39 and he had
the lead coming to the white flag.
Rocco pulled alongside Dowling on
the final lap in a duel for second

and that allowed Christopher to
maintain his gap to the two cars
and he took his second win of the
2017 season.  Dowling nipped
Rocco at the line for second with
Abele and Christopher, Jr. rounding
out the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, Rich Hammann took the
lead at the green flag but Wayne
Coury, Jr. was right with him in a
fight for the lead.  There was a 3-
wide scramble in turn 4 and as the
field completed the first lap, Coury
got into frontstretch wall and came
to a stop to bring the caution out.

Glen Reen made a power move
to take the lead on the restart with
Michael Wray moving into second.
Kevin Gambacorta slotted in to
third with Josh Wood and Ham-
mann making up the top-5.  Ham-
mann quickly lost fifth to Tom Fearn
and he then was overtaken by
Michael Bennett for sixth.

With 10 laps complete, it was
still Reen in command with Wray,
Gambacorta, Fearn, and Bennett
lined up behind him.  Josh Wood
was now up to sixth with Hammann
back to seventh in the order.  The
order remained the same as the
field took the halfway marker at lap-
15.  The caution came out with 25
laps complete as Hammann got
into the turn 4 wall.  

Reen took the lead with Gamba-
corta holding off Wray for second.
Bennett got by Wray to move into
third on lap-27 and he brought Tom
Fearn and Paul Arute with him on
lap-28 as Wray fell back to sixth.
Reen led Gambacorta to the
checkered flag to pick up his first
win of the 2017 season.  Bennett
finished third with Fearn and Wray
making up the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light feature
event, Ted Cain took the early lead
but he surrendered the lead to
Geoff Nooney on lap-2.  Keith
Caruso moved into second with
Chris Matthews in third, Glenn Ko-
rner in fourth, and Cain was fifth
after leading the first lap.  

Korner was taking a hard look at
Caruso for third and he fell back
several spots to sixth in line on lap-
6 as Dan Wesson moved into
fourth and Cory DiMatteo took fifth.
Wesson was now looking to the in-
side of Caruso for third and he was
able to make a pass on lap-9 but
the caution came out as Wesley
Prucker spun in turn 2, which put
Caruso back in third.  

Nooney and Matthews ran side
by side for a lap on the restart with
Nooney taking the lead on lap-10.
Wesson was third with DiMatteo in
fourth and George Nocera, Jr. was
up to fifth.  Matthews got by

Nooney for the lead on lap-16 and
he brought DiMatteo with him into
second as Nooney slid back to
third.  DiMatteo then took the lead
on lap-17 with Nocera now in sec-
ond with Wesson and Matthews
side by side for third.  

Nocera gave one last ditch effort
to get around DiMatteo coming to
the checkered flag but DiMatteo
was able to keep the lead and he
scored his third win of the 2017
season.  Wesson finished third with
Brett Gonyaw and Marcello
Rufrano rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature event, Matt Clement took
the early lead with R.J. Surdell
hanging strong to his outside in
second.  Alexandra Fearn was third
but she got by Surdell for second
on lap-3 while Al Saunders followed
her through to fourth and Bryan
Narducci followed him through to
fifth.  Surdell got into the back-
stretch wall and came to a stop to
bring the caution out with 3 laps
complete.

Clement led on the restart but Al
Saunders took over the lead on
lap-5 and Alexandra Fearn moved
into second as Clement was sliding
backwards in the outside groove.
Jeremy Lavoie and Robert Blox-
som, III were side by side for third
with Ryan Fearn in fourth and
Duane Provost in fifth as Clement
fell back to seventh in line behind
Cliff Saunders.  Narducci spun in
the middle of turns 1+2 to bring the
caution out with 7 laps complete.

Saunders took the lead on the
restart with Lavoie, Alexandra
Fearn, Bloxsom, and Ryan Fearn
making up the top-5.  Duane
Provost and Cliff Saunders were
right on Ryan Fearnʼs bumper in
the fight for sixth.  Fearn was able
to hold them off and he began to
hound Bloxsom for the fourth posi-
tion, looking high and low for a way
to make a pass.  Fearn nearly had
the spot taken on lap-15, but Blox-
som was able to hold him off.  Al
Saunders continued to hold the
race lead with Lavoie giving chase. 

Bloxsom was able to get around
Alexandra Fearn for third on lap-17
and he brought Ryan Fearn and
Provost with him as Alexandra fell
back to fifth.  Provost then got by
her to move into fifth but it was all Al
Saunders at the front as he took
the checkered flag for his first win
of the 2017 season.  

In the 15-lap DARE Stock fea-
ture event, Chuck Harrison took the
lead at the green and began to pull
away from Vince Gambacorta,
Mike Hopkins, Johnny Walker, and
Nicole Chambrello.  Chambrello

(Continued on next page…) 
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lost fifth to Chris Bag-
nall on lap-3 while
Gambacorta, Hopkins,
and Walker were clos-
ing in on the back
bumper of Harrison for
the lead.  Chris San-
ford brought the cau-
tion out with a spin in
turn 4 with 4 laps com-
plete.

Harrison took the
lead on the restart but
by the time the cars
got to turn 3, Gamba-
corta had taken the
lead from Harrison

with Walker moving into second.
Harrison nearly spun in turn 3 on
lap-6 but he gathered his car back
up and held third with Hopkins and
Zack Robinson behind him.  

Robinson made a move to the
inside of Gambcorta in turn 4 on
lap-10 with the two cars touching
which resulted in Robinson spin-
ning and bringing the caution out.
Gambacorta brought his car to pit
road and was finished for the
evening while Robinson rejoined at
the action at the rear of the field.

Walker and Hopkins ran door to
door on the restart with Walker get-
ting clear into the lead at the stripe.
George Bessette, Jr. moved into
third with Bagnall fourth and Cham-
brello fifth.  Robinson was charging
his way back through the pack and
was up to sixth with 2 laps to go.

Walker held off Hopkins to the
line to pick up his second consecu-
tive DARE Stock feature victory.
Bessette finished third with Bagnall
and Chambrello rounding out the
top-5.

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Rockford Speedway
Officials at Rockford Speedway

today announced some alterations
to the 2017 Schedule of Events, in-
cluding changes to the upcoming
slate of racing surrounding Inde-
pendence Day. 

Due to circumstances beyond
the control of Rockford Speedway,
the scheduled Fireworks Extrava-
ganza originally set for Tuesday
July 4 has been moved up one day
to Monday Night July 3. All times
remain the same for the event, with
Pit Gates opening at 4 PM and
Racing set to begin at 7:07 PM.
The evening is still highlighted by
the Midnight Ride of Paul Revere
for the Kickstart Roadruners and

also features the Bargain Hunter
Sportsman and Miller Lite Ameri-
can Short Trackers along with One-
on-One Spectacular Drags, the
Roadrunner Challenge Flagpole
Race and of course the Fireworks
Extravaganza. 

In addition to the Fireworks Ex-
travaganza now set for July 3, a
Fireworks display has also been
added to Saturday July 1stʼs ʻAll
Star Saturday Nightʼ which show-
cases the ARCA Midwest Tour and
Kar Korner All Star as well as the
Stanley Steemer NASCAR Late
Model ʻStar Spangled 76ʼ and the
Miller Lite American Short Track-
ers. 

Rockford Speedway officials
have also announced plans to
present a racing program on Satur-
day night September 2, including a
full night of racing with the Stanley
Steemer NASCAR Late Models,
Bargain Hunter Sportsman, Miller
Lite American Short Trackers, Kick-
start Roadrunners and the North-
ern Vintage Stock Car Series. The
date was previously reversed for a
“Non-Racing Event” on Speedway
property, but with that event now
scrapped, the opportunity to go rac-
ing on Labor Day Weekend be-
came a possibility. That factored in
with two early season rainouts, pre-
sented Speedway officials the op-
portunity to schedule an extra
Saturday night of racing on the
2017 schedule. 

For more information on this an
all things Rockford Speedway,
please call 815-633-1500 or visit
rockfordspeedway.com.

Indoor Auto Racing
Coming to Albany, New

York Feb. 9-10, 2018
TRENTON, NJ - The inevitable

gloom of winter in central New York
will be brightened considerably with
the announcement by Len Sam-
mons, promoter of the Indoor Auto
Racing Championship Series Fu-
eled by VP Racing Fuels, that in-
door racing will return to the Empire
State on Friday and Saturday, Feb-
ruary 9-10, 2018 at Time Union
Center in Albany, NY.

“Putting together a race in New
York State has always been one of
our Indoor Auto Racing Series
goals,” Sammons said. “This is a
strong market for us and we antici-
pate solid fan and competitor sup-
port.”

Indoor Three Quarter (TQ)
Midget racing has a rich history in
the state of New York.

The last Indoor TQ Midget race
run in the Empire State was on
March 9, 2002, at Niagara Falls

Convention Center, the 58th such
event held there.

“The Niagara Falls races were a
huge happening in New York State
for years,” Sammons commented.
“In fact, our first event in Atlantic
City was the winter after the Con-
vention Center closed. A lot of the
drivers and cars that ran there be-
came part of our events.”

Other Indoor races over the
years in New York were run at Is-
land Garden and Commack, both
on Long Island; at the Rochester
Syracuse and Utica War Memori-
als, and at Madison Square Gar-
den in New York City (one race).

All told, a total of 130 Indoor
races have been conducted previ-
ously among the various venues.

While no Indoor TQ Midget
races have been held in New York
State in fourteen years, one driver,
Erick Rudolph of Ransomville, N.Y.,
has reigned supreme in Len Sam-
mons-promoted races in recent
years.

Rudolph, an accomplished dirt
Modified outdoor driver, has won
nine Indoor Auto Racing Series fea-
tures, more than any other driver.
Rudolph will be eager to add a
home state win to his career re-
sume.

Among Rudolphʼs chief rivals
are New Englandʼs Ted Christo-
pher and North Carolinian Ryan
Flores.

The two days of racing will fea-
ture complete programs of TQ
Midget racing and Slingshot com-
petition.

TQ Midgets are purpose-built
open wheel cars powered by 636
or 750cc motorcycle engines mod-
ified for indoor racing. They de-
velop top speeds in excess of 75
MPH. TQs weigh approximately
825 pounds.

Slingshots are mini-modifieds, in
theory, are all identical. Each
comes from one central source,
Speedway Entertainment and each
uses a 600 V-Twin Briggs & Strat-
ton engine. Very few variants to the
ʻspecʼ car are permitted.

Len Sammons Productions is
currently seeking title and event
sponsorship for the first annual Al-
bany Indoor Race. Interested par-
ties should contact Danny
Sammons at 609-888-3618 or
danny@aarn.com for info.

Entries for each of the two
classes will be limited.

The Albany race will be part of
the 2018 Indoor Auto Racing
Championship Series Fueled By
VP Racing Fuels.

The Series will open on Satur-
day, January 6, 2018 at the PPL
Center in Allentown, Pa., in an

event sponsored by Ironton Tele-
phone.

The Gamblerʼs Classic NAPA
Know How Weekend of January
26-27, 2018 follows in Atlantic
Cityʼs Boardwalk Hall.

For all future developments with
the Albany race and the Indoor
Auto Racing Series Fueled By VP
Racing Fuels, visit IndoorAutoRac-
ing.com.
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Grand Finale:
NASCAR Announces

Date, Venue for
Postseason Awards

DAYTONA BEACH, FL -
NASCAR announced today a re-
turn to Las Vegas for the ninth
consecutive year with the annual
postseason culmination of
Championʼs Week — the 2017
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series Awards — to be held at
Wynn Las Vegas on Thursday,
Nov. 30, 2017. 

“Las Vegas is especially ex-
cited to welcome the NASCAR
world back for this yearʼs Cham-
pionʼs Week,” said Rossi
Ralenkotter, president/CEO of
the Las Vegas Convention and
Visitors Authority. “Itʼs been a
tremendous year for NASCAR in
Las Vegas, with another great
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series race this spring and the
announcement that weʼll become
the only destination on the
NASCAR schedule with two,
triple-header weekends starting
in 2018. Weʼve had a long and
successful partnership with
NASCAR and look forward to
having fans join us for the events
of Championʼs Week this year.”

A full lineup of activities for
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series Championʼs Week in Las
Vegas will be announced at a
later date.

“Awards season is a time
when our entire industry, along
with our passionate fan base,
come together to formally crown
a champion and celebrate a
memorable season,” said Steve
Phelps, NASCAR Executive Vice
President and chief global sales
and marketing officer. “The pres-
tige of our Awards grows each
year, and with the return to Las
Vegas for the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series Awards
that trend promises to continue.”

The Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series Awards will
air on NBCSN, MRN and Sir-
iusXM NASCAR Radio.


